
thursday 24  september, 2020TANZANIAISSN 0856 - 5422  ISSUE No. 8015 •  PRICE: Tsh 1,000,  Kenya sh100

Over 7,000 Burundi refugees 
ready to go home voluntarily
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Morogoro’s strategic projects in limelight

LONDON

Each month Graphic News publishes a World 
Agenda of forthcoming events that will shape 
the world in the month ahead. Events in October 
include the General Election in Tanzania, the 
US vicepresidential debate between Mike Pence 
and Kamala Harris, Russia’s mass vaccination 
campaign against coronavirus, a referendum on 
replacing Chile’s dictatorship-era constitution, and 
the 30th anniversary of Germany’s reunification.

Oct 1, Russia: A mass vaccination campaign 
against coronavirus is set to begin, with Moscow 
declaring that trials have been completed and 
doctors and teachers will be the first to receive the 
vaccine.

Oct 3, Germany: The reunification of East and 
West was formally completed 30 years ago. The 
anniversary coincides with the imminent expiry of 
the “Solidarity” tax, introduced to raise money for 
infrastructure projects in the former communist 
East Germany.

Oct 3, Italy: The first hearing in the trial of ex-
interior minister Matteo Salvini (pictured) opens in 
Sicily. The right-wing politician was charged after 

refusing to allow a ship carrying African migrants 
to land on the Italian island of Lampedusa in 
August 2019.

Oct 7, US: Vice President Mike Pence, President 
Donald Trump’s running mate in the 2020 
election, debates Kamala Harris, presidential 
contender Joe Biden’s running mate, in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. Pence’s challenge will be to deflect 
Harris’s known firepower.

Oct 18, Bolivia: Bolivians vote in a presidential 
election, a re-run of last year’s ballot which plunged 
the Andean country into turmoil. Supporters of 
ousted president Evo Morales, who is barred from 
standing again, have paralysed the nation with 
their street blockades.

Oct 18, Iran: The UN arms embargo against 
Iran is set to expire. Ahead of the deadline, the 
US administration has authorised new sanctions 
and claims that the embargo has been restored – a 
move its European allies dispute.

Oct 25, Chile: Voters take part in a referendum 
on replacing Chile’s dictatorship-era constitution 
– for many a symbol of entrenched social and 
economic inequality. Constitutional change was a 
key demand of social protests across the country 
in 2019.

Oct 28, Tanzania: Voting in Tanzania’s multiparty 
General Election, with ruling CCM candidate Dr 
John Magufuli seeking re-election as President for 

Students march at Zanzibar’s Mao Zedong Stadium yesterday to mark the 56th anniversary of Zanzibar’s Free Education Day, an event 
graced by Zanzibar President Dr Ali Mohamed Shein. The placard they are carrying bears words saluting him for overseeing efforts to the 
dream of free education come true. Photo: Zanzibar State House

National Pg 5
Marking International Day of Peace

By Correspondent James Kandoya

THE Tanganyika Law Society (TLS) has said it 
is ready to support its member Fatma Karume 
who was yesterday removed from the roll of 
advocates, if she appeals with strong legal 
grounds.

TLS President Dr Rugemeleeza Nshala  
(pictured) told The Guardian that the bar 

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Polycarp Marchira, Dodoma

THE Prevention and Combating of 
Corruption Bureau (PCCB) yesterday said that 
it receives over 100 complaints per day from 
all over the country relating to acts of those 
lending money at high interest rates. 

Brig. Gen John Mbungo, the PCCB director 
general said the complaints include those 
complaining such loans and “hardcore debtors 
of farmers’ money.”

PCCB works on such complaints to ensure 
the maintenance of public safety, their monies 
and properties, he said, urging whistle blowers 
to continue reporting instances of suspected 

PCCB hints at ‘loan 
sharks’ complaints

The Guardian Digital +255 745 700 710

PCCB conducts its activities 
in accordance with the 
Prevention of Combating 
Corruption Act, No 11 of 
2007

corruption at their specific localities.
He refuted assertions that the bureau 

falsely charges people with corruption 
and money laundering to nationalize 
their wealth, including money in bank 
accounts.

“Reports have been circulating in 
social media that we sometimes forge 
cases against people and then confiscate 
the suspects’ money from their bank 
accounts. The reports that are not true at 
all,” he said.

 PCCB conducts its activities in 
accordance with the Prevention of 
Combating Corruption Act, No 11 of 2007.

“I would like to say that when PCCB 
receives a tip on bribery, it makes 
investigations to get evidence of the 
crime. After such evidence is obtained, 
the file is submitted to the Director of 
Public Prosecutions (DPP),” he stated.

The file is submitted to the DPP for 
review of the evidence collected and if he 

Key events slated 
for October 2020

TLS in conditional support 
for axed advocate Karume

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Guardian Reporter, Arusha

OVER 7,000 Burundian refugees have signed 
up to go back home under the voluntary 
repatriation arrangement, the government 
had declared.

Home Affairs minister George 
Simbachawene said here yesterday that the 
government is currently working on logistics 
to take them back home in collaboration 
with the government of Burundi and other 
stakeholders.

Speaking at the launch of a consultative 
symposium for a book on Tanzania’s 
contribution in hosting refugees and asylum 
seekers since pre-independence days, he said 
90,000 Burundian refugees have already 
been returned home under the voluntary 
repatriation arrangement.

Tanzania has been home to refugees 
since colonial times, but more came 
after independence, from troubled 
neighbouring countries and fewer as 
freedom fighters from southern African 
countries.

As for the Burundian refugees, the minister 
asserted that the country is now peaceful and 
the refugees are free to go back home, but 
only those who sign up voluntarily will be 
repatriated.

The first batch of 590 refugees left for 
Burundi in October last year, as part of a 
program for the mass repatriation of those 
who fled political violence in the neighbouring 
country five years ago.

More than 400,000 Burundians crossed 
the border due to a surge of political 
violence in 2015 as the late Pierre 
Nkurunziza ran for a third term in office, 
with opponents seeing this move as  
breaching the constitution.

The UN refugee agency, UNHCR, said 
up to 182,000 Burundians have been 

living in three camps located in Kigoma 
Region, while the issue of return has been 
contentious.

The governments of Tanzania and 
Burundi insist that peace has returned to 
Burundi and citizens are free to go back 
home, while UNHCR maintains a more 
cautious approach.

After Tanzania and Burundi signed the 
bilateral voluntary repatriation agreement 
in August last year, UNHCR urged the two 
governments to ensure that refugee return 
to Burundi remains voluntary and not under 
pressure.

“Recently, we have noted mounting 
pressure on Burundian refugees and asylum-
seekers to return home - despite assurances 
from the authorities that all returns will be 
voluntary and free from intimidation, and 
no refugee will be forcibly returned,” the 
agency said in a statement in October laxt 
year.

“We continue to call upon both 
governments to uphold refugees’ freedom 
of choice with regard to return, and to 
ensure that returns are made in safety 
and dignity, with UNHCR having access on 
both sides of the border to carry out its 
protection mandate, including monitoring 
returnees in Burundi,”  the agency 
emphasized.

 UNHCR urged the 
two governments to 
ensure that refugee 
return to Burundi 
remains voluntary 
and not under 
pressure

In Russia a mass 
vaccination campaign 
against coronavirus 
is set to begin 

association of Tanzania Mainland was 
aware of the verdict but was waiting for 
the written judgment for perusal and 
Karume’s decision on whether to appeal.

A short statement by the powerful 
Advocates Committee issued after 
deliberations that took place at the High 
Court said it found the lawyer guilty of 
gross misconduct and decided that she 
be removed permanently from the roll of 
advocates.

The Advocates Act sets out the 
Advocates Committee as made up of 
three individuals - a High Court judge, 
the Attorney General and a practicing 
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advocate nominated by the council of 
the law society.

“If she has a strong case against 
the decision to deregister her we will 
support her,” the TLS president said.

Dr Nshala noted that if Karume 

appeals, the case will be heard afresh 
by a three-judge bench at the High 
Court.

The removal of the fiery lawyer from 
the bar came two days after being fired 
by the law firm she has been working 
with.

On Monday, IMMMA Advocates 

parted ways with its long-serving 
partner Karume because of her 
political activism.

Karume posted on Twitter a letter 
addressed to her and signed by 
IMMMA Advocates managing partner 
Sadock Magai, which informed her 
of the firm’s decision to sever all 

relations with her. However, the letter 
did not explain the reason behind the 
decision.

Magai was quoted by a section of 
the media saying that the law firm was 
not happy with the way Karume was 
involving herself in political activism, 
especially on social media platforms, 

insisting that such conduct brought 
the firm into disrepute, and adversely 
affected its business relationship with 
its clients.

This is not the first time Karume 
has been in trouble. Last year, she 
was suspended from practice for 
alleged professional misconduct and 

referred to the  Advocates disciplinary 
committee for a ‘professional 
misconduct matter.’

The former TLS president is 
the daughter of retired Zanzibar 
President Amani Abeid Karume and 
granddaughter of  Ielss founding 
President Abeid Amaan Karume.

FROM PAGE 1

is satisfied with the evidence, the case 
is referred to the court.

Speaking on the coming general 
election, Brig Gen Mbungo said 
PCCB was executing its duties as 

per the National Elections Act (No 
1 of 1985) and Act No 6 of 2010 on 
election expenses, urging the public 
not to get involved in bribery during 
elections.

“Let me remind the public that PCCB 
will follow the law to the letter and 

ensure that anyone who defies the 
norms is dealt with in accordance with 
the law,” he cautioned, welcoming any 
reports of violation of the law to follow 
it up.

PCCB has been carrying out public 
education on the effects of corruption 

in view of the general election and the 
importance of electing leaders with 
integrity.

“PCCB is well prepared to ensure 
that the coming polls are free of 
bribery activities and other vices,” he 
added.

FROM PAGE 1

TLS in conditional support for axed advocate Karume

PCCB hints at ‘loan sharks’ complaints

Chadema presidential candidate Tundu Lissu addresses a campaign rally at Kamachumu village in Muleba District, Kagera Region yesterday. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent

Confederation of Tanzania Industries (CTI) managing director Leodeger Tenga (L) briefs journalists at the   launch  of   President’s Manufacturer of the Year Awards 
(PMAYA) competition in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Others are ALAF Ltd marketing officer Theresia Mmasy (C) and  the Confederation’s director of services and 
membership Neema Mhando. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

By Correspondent James Kandoya

TANZANIANS have been urged to 
promote and make peace a priority in 
their daily lives, a move which would 
strengthen unity and thus stimulate 
development in the country.

Kibaha District Council’s Education 
officer for primary schools, Sipora 
Mtenga made the call on Tuesday 
this week at commemoration of the 
International Day of Peace held at 
Waliul ASR Education Centre in the 
Coast Region.

The International Day of Peace is 
observed on 21 September every year 
and this year’s theme is “Shaping Peace 
Together”.

“We need to join our efforts and 
work towards ‘shaping peace together’ 
for the future of our generation. Our 
country is politically stable therefore 
this must be maintained,” she said.

According to her, educating and 
reminding young people and the 
public in general on the importance 
of promoting peace is vital for the 
country’s development.

Mtenga added that everyone must 
play his or her part to ensure that the 
peace and security that has existed for 
decades continue to shine.

For his part, managing director of 
the World Islamic Propagation and 
Humanitarian Services (WIPAHS) 
Hajj Saheeb hinted on note that the 
country’s peace should be protected 
and maintained for sustainable 
development.

He also called on the public to choose 
leaders who can promote the country’s 
peace adding that the respective organs 
should ensure that this year’s General 
Election is conducted peacefully.

“Our country has been cited as 
among the best peaceful nations, we 
therefore need leaders who can ensure 
that the peace we have will last forever,” 
he said.

Fat-hiya Mohamed, a form four 
student said; “We have learned and get 
to know the international day of peace 
and its significances.”

She said during the day, her school 
also participated in the community 
responsibility duties such as awareness 
and humanitarians services to the 
people in need.

In his message to mark the 
International Day of Peace observed 
annually on 21 September, the UN 
Secretary General António Guterres 
said even amid the upheaval of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, people everywhere 
must continue to make peace a priority.

He described the deadly virus as 
a “common enemy” that is causing 
immense suffering, destroying 
livelihoods and exacerbating already 
formidable peace and security 
challenges.

 “In these days of physical distancing, 
we may not be able to stand next to 
one another. But we must still stand 
together for peace.   And, together, I 
know we can and will — build a more 
just, sustainable and equitable world,” 
he said.

The UN General Assembly established 
the International Day in 1981, and two 
decades later unanimously designated 
it as a period of non-violence and 
ceasefire.

 This year, the focus is on “Shaping 
Peace Together. In that spirit, and to 
mark our 75th anniversary, the United 
Nations is bringing people together for 
a global conversation about shaping 
our future and forging peace in trying 
times,” Guterres said.

Tanzanians counseled 
to maintain peace for 
viable development 

By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

THE Engineers Registration Board 
(ERB) has expressed satisfaction with 
the construction work of modern 
strategic infrastructure projects in 
Morogoro Region, saying they have 
carried out the required engineering 
standards and quality in value for 
money.

The remarks were given by 
the ERB Registrar, Patrick Barozi 
when inspecting strategic projects, 
including the modern market for the 
Morogoro municipality, the modern 
abattoir at Nguru Hills Ranch and 
irrigation infrastructures at Mabigiri 
Sugar Cane Farm of Mkulazi sugar 
factory.

He said inspection of the projects 
implemented by engineers is an 
important duty by the ERB, but also 
the exercise is an opportunity for the 
engineers still in training to study and 
exchange experience and challenges 
with engineers at the projects.

Barozi appealed to the country’s 
universities to increase enrolment 
of students in fields with shortage 
of experts to avoid spending a lot of 
money hiring foreign experts.  

The supervisor of the Morogoro 
market project, Eng Juma Gwisu said 
the construction of the market was 
99 per cent complete and the work 

remaining will be to allocate stalls for 
the traders. 

More than 2,000 traders are 
expected to benefit in doing business 
in the modern market that has cost 
more than 17bn/-.

For his part, the construction 
manager of Nguru Hills Ranch Eng 
Grayson Bambanza said the ranch’s 
abattoir project is in the final stages 
of completion of major refurbishment 
that will enable the production of 
meat that will be sold in international 
markets thereby providing many 
employment opportunities for those in 
the livestock sector.

“About 100 cattle and 200 goats and 
sheep will be slaughtered every day at 
the ranch when fully completed and 80 
percent of meat will be earmarked for 
export and only 20 percent will be sold 
locally,” Bambanza said.

Irrigation Manager of Mbigiri Sugar 
cane farm at Mkulazi sugar factory 
Eng Juvenal Matumaini said the 
completion of the dam for irrigation at 
the factory will enable the start of sugar 
production at the factory and be able 
to employ more than 3,600 jobs when 
fully operational.

The Mkulazi sugar factory owned 
jointly by NSSF and the Prisons 
department is in the final stages of 
completion and is expected to produce 
over 50,000 tonnes of sugar per year.

We need to join our 
efforts and work 
towards ‘shaping 
peace together’ 
for the future of 
our generation. 
Our country is 
politically stable 
therefore this must 
be maintained

ERB hails engineering 
standards for strategic 
projects in Morogoro
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By Guardian Reporter

MEMBER of the ruling party (CCM) Central 
Committee and Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa 
has said the party’s presidential candidate John 
Magufuli is a leader who should be  trusted    
because he has the ability to lead.

“Magufuli possesses leadership qualities; the 
issue of leading the country is not a joke. Many 
have emerged but on polling day you must 
be careful, give your vote to the person whose 
history you well know. Magufuli had been a 
cabinet minister for 20 years. He led sensitive 
ministries and managed them well to attain 
development,” Majaliwa said. 

Majaliwa gave the remarks on Tuesday this 
week when speaking at different times at 
election campaign rallies in Lubuga and Ilungu 
wards in Magu District, Mwanza Region as he 
was introducing his party’s candidates.

Majaliwa who completed his campaign tour 
in Mara Region, went to Mwanza Region seeking 

votes for his party’s presidential candidate. 
He used the occasion to introduce CCM 

parliamentary candidate for  Magu constituency, 
Kiswaga Destery and  candidates for the 
councillorship. “Tanzania had been denied 
development because there were a few corrupt 
people who adversely affected people at the 
low level of the society. We want a leader who 
can fight corruption, and Magufuli is the one we 
want,” he said.

In regard to strengthening the health sector, 
Majaliwa said treatment policy for pregnant 
women, children and elders is free. 

“We have provided Magu District with 10.8bn/- 
for that purpose. We have health insurance and 
we want to improve it to become national. As for 
now we have the Bill for Health Insurance, and 
we plan to incorporate workers and ordinary 
citizens in the scheme,” he added.  

Speaking about the development of health 
services in Magu District, Majaliwa said 1.4bn/- 
was provided to the district for the construction 

of three health centres out of which 500m/- was 
Kahangara Health Centre, 500m/- Lugeye Health 
Centre while Kabila Health Centre was allocated 
400m/-.

On funds provided for drugs, reagents and 
other medical equipment Majaliwea said 
10.1bn/- was provided for the procurement 
of the items, adding that the district has been 
receiving 108m/- from the Central government 
every month.

On road construction, he said 10bn/- was 
provided through TARURA and TANROADS 
for the construction, repair of roads, including 
problematic sections thereof, bridges for 
Magu District Council roads including the 
construction, at tarmac level of of the 5.7km road 
costing 2.7bn/- that has already been completed. 

He mentioned other completed roads as 
including the 0.4km Kisesa-Bujora road at tarmac 
level costing 360m/-, 16.24 Usagara-Kisesa road 
also at tarmac level, and refurbishment of the 
70km Magu-Ngudu-Hungumalwa road.

CCM Central Committee member and Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa lays a wreath at  tower of   MV Nyerere  memorial in  Ukara island yesterday. 
Photo: PMO

Wildlife corridors play vital 
ecological roles in enhancing 
biodiversity, study reveals
By Felister Peter, Manyara

LOSS of wildlife corridors in most of the 
national parks and wildlife management 
areas (WMAs) is one of the major challenges 
in biodiversity conservation contributing in 
decline of the animal population.

There are many reasons contributing to 
the loss of wild animals’ migration corridors 
including unplanned land use, agricultural 
expansion and population increase which in 
most cases results in human-wildlife conflicts.

At the Burunge WMA in Babati District, 
Manyara Region which is bisected by the 
Arusha-Babati-Singida-Dodoma highway, the 
human-wildlife conflicts are mostly reported 
at the Kakoi, Engadosh and Sangaiwe villages 
which are adjacent to the protected area. 

Burunge occupies the wildlife corridor 
between Tarangire and Manyara national 
parks.

Researcher with Tarangire Lion Project 
Dr Bernard Kissui said that human 
encroachment contributes to increased man-
made barriers which affect wild animal’s safe 
passages, thus resulting in human-animal 
conflicts. He added that a good number of 
animals have been killed along the Arusha-
Babati-Singida-Dodoma highway, stressing 
the need to end the animal’s road kill.

So far a total of 380 animals have been 
killed by motor vehicles at the Kwakuchinja 
wildlife corridor, he stated. 

According to him, the mostly hit animals 
are mamalia, reptilia and variety types of 
birds . 

Dr Kissui suggested for construction of 
highway crossing structures, installation of 
warning sign posts, reduce speed limits, road 
bumps and increased public education and 
awareness as part of strategies for reducing 
the impacts of road kill. 

He said they are also assessing the 
ecological potential of the Kwakuchinja 
corridor and Burunge WMA by installing 
cameras across the specific area. He said the 
exercise will provide baseline data for the 
long-term monitoring of wildlife populations 
and evaluate ecological conservation 
successes. 

The loss of wildlife migratory corridors 
in the Tarangire-Manyara Ecosystem (TME) 
has resulted in frequent animal invasion, 
said Benson Mwahise, the Burunge WMA 
Secretary.

“We had two incidences this year, in 
July, 2020 elephants invaded one of the 

villages and killed one person. We had 
another incident where a hyena attacked 
and killed a child and injured some of the 
villagers”, said the Secretary when briefing 
journalists who were on a field trip under 
the auspices of the Journalist Environmental 
Association of Tanzania ( JET) and USAID’s 
project—Promoting Tanzania’s Environment, 
Conservation and Tourism (PROTECT).

Sangaiwe Village Chairman, Marian Mbere 
said that apart from attacking people, the 
wild animals have been destroying villagers’ 
farms whereas over 500 acres of various 
crops were damaged in the past agricultural 
season.   

He added that authorities have been 
compensating the villagers at between 
50,000/- and 100,000/- per acre.

One of the villagers, Basilisa Monjare called 
upon responsible authorities to ensure timely 
payment of compensation. She said her farms 
were destroyed by the big animals in the past 
years, but she has not been compensated.

Official data from the Burunge WMA 
indicates that there were a total of 2,902 
reported incidents of crop damage by wildlife 
in between 2013 and 2019.

During the period, most of the incidents 
occurred at Sangaiwe village (869), Endadosh 
(604), Kakoi (306), Gijedabung (224), 
Mwikantsi 9384), Sarame (162) and Minjingu 
which had recorded 96 incidents.

Speaking recently during a virtual breakfast 
debate on biodiversity conservation, Dr 
Stephen Nindi, Director General of the 
National Land Use Planning Commission 
(NLUPC) said the government is working 
with the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Tourism to enhance the use of village land 
use guidelines to reduce the human-wildlife 
conflicts in communities surrounding 
national parks and WMAs.

The village land use plan guidelines 
prepared by NLUPC are meant to address 
sectoral land management statutory 
requirements and engage civil society 
organizations (CSOs) and non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) in protection 
of biodiversity ecosystem as well as 
improvement of human conditions to control 
destruction of biodiversity.

Dr Nindi said the guidelines have already 
started being used in villages surrounding the 
Serengeti, Manyara and Tarangire National 
Parks. Plans are to reach more villages across 
all the 21 national parks under the Tanzania 
National Parks (TANAPA), he said.

Magufuli is a trustworthy leader, says Premier Majaliwa

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

GRAPES growers and bulk wine 
producers in Dodoma region may 
soon start benefiting effectively from 
their activities following plans by the 
regional commissioner to improve 
performance of the key sub sector.

For years, grapes growers and bulk 
wine producers have failed to reap 
the fruits of their work due to lack of 
capital and technology, among other 
things.

In his special tour to grapes farmers 
and small scale wine processors in the 
municipality recently, the Regional 
Commissioner, Dr Bilinith Mahenge 
expressed the need for constructive 
plans to improve performance of the 
crop.

According to him, the plan include 
to start rolling out special capital loans 
towards small scale grapes farmers 
to enable them venturing into larger 
plantations.

“We are encouraging grapes farmers 
to team up in special cultivation groups 
so that we can easily assist them with   
loans,” Dr Mahenge said after meeting 
farmers at  Mpunguzi.

However, he expressed plans to assist 
owners of small scale wine processing 
factories to expand their production in 
terms of capital and technology.

“Dodoma is the only region in the 
country which has been endowed 

with conducive environment for the 
cultivation of grapes. This is a rare 
economic opportunity which must be 
used effectively,” he added.

According to Dodoma districts 
agriculture officer Gorge Mhina, 
there are 2,107 grapes farmers in 
Dodoma districts cultivating   a total 
of 1264 hectares, whereby the districts 
production level stands at 7945 tonnes 
per a year.

Available statistics show that the 
country’s demand for grapes stands at   
5.10 million tonnes  per year, but  the 
capacity by local grapes producers is 
between 10,670 and 10,810 tonness per 
year.

According to Dodoma District 
Business Council Officer, Ringo Iringo 
there has been an increasing demand 
of grapes wine and bulk wine juice in 
South Africa and Kenya.

He explained that despite presence 
of at least 8115 hectares of grapes farms 
in Dodoma region, the famers are yet to 
provide for the increasing demand due 
to several challenges.

Ringo explained that, in 2015 the 
country produce 10,810 tonnes of 
grapes whereby the following year, 
2016 the production stood at 10,670 
tonness. “For stance, during last year 
Kenya purchased a total of 4.50 tonnes  
of bulk wine juice from Dodoma 
whereby Rwanda bought at least 30 
tonnes of grapes,” he added.

Plans in pipeline to improve 
performance of grape farmers

Maua Mazuri seedlings company  expert Steven Tumaini (R) explains a point to NMB Bank officers during Small and Medium enterprises business club forum in 
Moshi municipality, Kilimanjaro Region yesterday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

THE government will not hesitate 
to take action against any regional or 
district medical officer who will   fail  
to manage funds earmarked for the 
‘Improve the Eyes Project.’

The caution was given here 
yesterday by the director of health 
services, nutrition and community 
development in the President’s 
Office, Regional Administration and 
Local Government (PO-RALG), Dr 

Ntuli Kapologwe at the launching 
of the ‘Improve the Eyes Project’ 
implemented by Sightsavers, a 
Non-Governmental Organisation 
under sponsorship of UK Aid for 
International Development (UKAID). 

Dr Kapologwe said the project will 
cost 6bn/- hence there should be close 
management of funds to attain the 
targets.

He said if there will be a district or 
regional medical officer who will fail 
to manage project’s funds will have to 
explain themselves.

“We must treat the project like our 
own child and the target set should 
be attained, we shall not tolerate 
funds embezzlement by anybody, 
as the money has been provided 
for Tanzanians who are the sole 

beneficiaries,” he added.
He said: “Every single cent provided 

for the project must reach those 
targeted, the citizens, we at PO-RALG 
and the Health ministry will be making 
a close follow up to see whether we 
get the value for the many in the 
implementation of the project.”  

The Ministry of Health’s assistant 
director of non-communicable 

diseases Dr James Kiologwe said one 
percent of Tanzanians are faced with 
eye problems that lead to blindness. 

However, he said 75 per cent of 
causes of blindness were preventable 
and the ministry prides itself to work 
together with stakeholders to ensure 
that number of receive treatment so 
that they should not become blind.

Earlier, Sightsavers’ project officer, 

evaluation and follow-up Neema Kalole 
said the project will cost 6bn/- and 
was expected to examine and provide 
optical services to over 150,000 
people, out of whom about 13,500 who 
will be found to have eye cataracts will 
undergo surgery. 

“The project will cover five out of 
nine districts of Morogoro Region and 
all nine districts of Singida Region.

Govt warns embezzlers of UKAID sponsored eye treatment project
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By Guardian Reporter

Agriculture minister , Japhet 
Hasunga has said that local production 
of tractor trailers was a positive step in 
promoting the agriculture sector and 
the national industrialisation agenda.

Hasunga was speaking yesterday 
in Dar es Salaam at the signing of an 
agreement between the CRDB Bank 
and three companies distributing 
agricultural tools to farmers.

 “That trailers are now produced 

locally by our youths is but a great 
thing.  It is a move that promotes the 
agriculture sector, it promotes our 
industrialisation drive, it creates jobs 
for the youths. I praise this effort and all 
of you involved in this arrangement,” 
the minister said, adding that the sector 
was contributing an estimated 28 
percent to the gross domestic product 
(GDP).

The Managing Director of the 
Agricom Africa Limited, Angelina 
Ngalula, said her company used to 

import costly trailers.  She said local 
production of trailers saved her 
company from the importation high 
costs.

She praised the government for 
creating an environment that was 
friendly to doing business.

 “The government has created an 
environment that attracts people 
to invest in different sectors of the 
economy.  We are going to use all the 
opportunities availed to the private 
sector to make due contribution to our 

nation,” she pledged.
She said her company would start 

building warehouses to save crops 
from post-harvest waste.

Mwidini Mwidini, who got a tractor 
on loan, praise the joint move between 
the bank and distributors of farm tools, 
saying farmers were getting tractors on 
very friendly loan terms.

Tanzania is struggling to mechanise 
farming and increase the numbers of 
smallholders using   tractors in farming 
instead hoes in the coming years.

Chalinze primary school assistant headteacher Aufemia Ngweta, (L) thanks NBC Bank Samora branch manager Zubeider Haroun (R) for the donation of 75 bags 
of cement to the school at Chalinze in Coast region. The donation will improve facilities at the school particularly building a toilet for students with special needs. 
Photo: Guardian Correspondent

CRAFT project 
adding value to 
the agriculture 
sector in Tanzania
By Guardian Reporter

AGRICULTURE is one of the economic 
drivers in Tanzania with the country 
benefitting from a diverse production 
base that includes livestock, staple food 
crops and a variety of cash crops. While 
the sector’s GDP has more than tripled 
in the last 10 years, farmers and private 
sector actors still face considerable 
challenges. 

Declining export revenues; land 
acquisition hurdles; and smallholder 
farmers struggling to access 
economically viable technology, 
adequate storage facilities, markets and 
credit have affected private investment. 

The Climate Resilient Agribusiness 
for Tomorrow (CRAFT) project through 
its Climate Innovation and Investment 
Facility (CIIF) aims to leverage co-
investments from private sector 
actors while promoting climate-smart 
solutions and innovations in targeted 
agricultural value chains. 

The project works with, and through 
the private sector to promote climate-
smart agriculture-related innovations 
at farming systems and value chain 
level. 

Rogimwa Agro-Company Ltd, 
headquartered in Mbeya Region, is 
one of the private sector actors that 
the CRAFT project is partnering with 
in the common bean value chain. 
Through the partnership, Rogimwa 
will support 6,000 farmers to increase 
their productivity and incomes while 
guaranteeing a sustainable supply 
of good quality farm produce to 
Rogimwa.

With the grant funds received from 

the CRAFT project, Rogimwa has 
embarked on training its farmers on 
climate smart practices such as post-
harvest handling. 

The company has also set up 
aggregation points equipped with 
tarpaulins, moisture meters, weighing 
scales and solar driers to support 
farmers in drying their produce so that 
they produce higher quality beans and 
attract a better price.  

“The CRAFT project has 
empowered a number of businesses 
to take advantage of the opportunities 
available in the agriculture sector. With 
the additional funds from the project 
we have been able to invest in solar 
dryers and quality seed to sell to our 
farmers. 

Once our farmers put the good 
agronomic practices they have learnt 
from our demonstration gardens into 
practice, they will be able to get a better 
yield and increase their income,” 
Aloyce Kamuzora, the Marketing 
Manager Rogimwa said. 

The CRAFT project is supporting 
Tanzanian businesses and cooperatives 
working in the sunflower, potato, 
common bean and sorghum value 
chains. The project is implemented 
in Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda with 
funding from the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of The Netherlands. 

SNVNetherlands Development 
Organisation is implementing 
the project in partnership with 
Wageningen University and Research 
(WUR), CGIAR’s research programme 
on climate change, agriculture and 
Food Security (CCAFS), Agriterra and 
Rabo partnerships.

Hasunga praises local production of trailers

By Guardian Correspondent, Bukoba

STATISTICS on child malnutrition 
for children under-five years in Kagera 
Region declined to 39 percent in 2019 
from 41 percent in the past five years 
following increased awareness on 
positive attitude towards upbringing of 
children and the six months exclusive 
breastfeeding for infants.

The declined malnutrition rate for 
children under five years is attributed 
to the efforts and impetus by both, 
the government and stakeholders in 
the health sector in promoting better 
health maternal education for children 
from birth up to five years.

The government has been working 
with development partners including 
‘USAID Tulonge Afya’ project in Kagera 
Region through the NAWEZA platform.

Speaking during an event—‘Mother 
Meet up’ which was held yesterday 
at the Bijampora hall at Kemondo 
in Bukoba District, the Regional 
Coordinator of Health Awareness 
and Education, Nelson Rumbeli said 
that implementation of the NAWEZA 
platform has largely contributed in the 
decrease of under-five malnutrition.

 The event was organised by the 
government in collaboration with’ 
USAID Tulonge Afya’ health project 
through the NAWEZA platform.

According to Rumbeli, the 
government through the Ministry of 
State in the President’s Office Regional 
Administration and Local Government 
(PMO-RALG) signed agreements with 
regional commissioners, and local 
leaders at ward and village level with 
the aim of addressing nutritional issues 
since it was a major concern not only 
in Kagera Region but in several other 
regions across the country.

He added that the number of 
maternal deaths during childbirth last 
year was 80 in the Kagera Region, and 
that it has now dropped by 45 percent. 

He attributed the successes to 
increased number of health facilities 
offering quality services as well as 
construction of new hospitals and 
adequate availability of drugs in 
dispensaries, health centres and 
hospitals. 

“More mothers are now attending 
clinic during pregnancy; the education 
we are providing to them has helped 
mothers to understand the importance 

of antenatal care,” said Rumbeli.
Benson Rweyemamu, USAID Tulonge 

Afya District Project Coordinator 
said they have been implementing 
the project in Kagera Region through 
the Tanzania development and Aids 
Prevention (TADEPA).

The ‘Mother Meet Up’ event, 
according to Rweyemammu provides 
opportunities for mothers with 
children under 6 months to discuss and 
share experiences on the upbringing of 
the children from birth to 5 years. 

He said the aim is to make them good 
ambassadors in their communities.

 The key issues discussed during the 
activity include exclusive breastfeeding 
for a period of 6 months from birth, 
follow-up treatment by health 
professionals when they feel the baby 
is having health problems, sleeping on 
a treated mosquito net and the use of 
modern reproductive health methods.

 Rweyemamu added that the 
“Mother Meet up events” is held every 
six months and the target audience 
is mothers with children under six 
months. In today’s event the guests 
are from seven wards of Bukoba 
council which are Maruku, Kemondo, 
Kanyangereko, Katerero, Karabagaine, 
Nyakato and Katoro.

Project Manager, USAID Tulonge Afya 
in Lake Zone regions, Sihiana Mkanda 
said the project will be implemented 
in 12 regions within five years with the 
support from USAID. 

In Lake Zone regions, the project is 
being implemented in Mwanza, Geita, 
Kagera, Mara, Shinyanga and Kigoma 
regions.

He said that in the Lake Zone regions 
the project is implemented in 12 
districts while in Kagera Region it is 
implemented in Muleba and Bukoba 
rural districts.

The two districts were chosen due 
to the fact that they had serious health 
challenges, he noted.

One of the mothers who participated 
in the event, Shemsa Nasoro said that 
she has learned many things including 
the benefits of breastfeeding a baby 
for six months exclusively as well as 
the importance of taking children to 
professional health attendants as soon 
as they become ill.

She said they were also educated 
on the benefits of using modern 
reproductive health methods.

Kagera reduces under-five child 
malnutrition by two per cent 

Bongo Flava artist Mwasiti Almas entertains breastfeeding mothers who participated at the  ‘Mother Meet Up’ event held in Bukoba town, Kagera Region under the 
USAID Tulonge Afya project. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

DISTRICT councils should facilitate 
scrap metal business because 
traders, councils and industries are 
beneficiaries of that legal and local 
business, the National Environment 
Management Council (NEMC) Director 
General Samuel Gwamaka appealed in 
Dar es Salaam yesterday.

Lawful but organised scrap metal, 
Dr Gwamaka said, would mint money 
for enterprising traders, boost revenue 
for district councils and guarantee raw 
materials for local industries.  “Lawful 
scrap mental will flourish by facilitation 
of keen district councils.  Robust scrap 
metal business means more revenue to 
councils and traders.  But such robust 

business means steady supply of raw 
materials to our industries,” he said, 
adding that some industries had been 
dependent on imports for a long time.

Recycling scrap metal would be a 
right step in supporting the national 
industrialisation agenda champion by 
the government led by President John 
Magufuli, he said.

Dr Gwamaka said if scrap metal 
trade would be keenly overseen by 
councils, industries would be spared of 

headaches of importing raw materials 
and production would also increase 
steadily for the good of the nation.

“I appeal to councils to take keen 
interest in recycling solid waste and 
put in place elaborate systems for 
collection of garbage.  Garbage should 
be separated where it is generated for 
the benefit of everyone.  This is what 
the law says; this is the task of councils,” 
he explained.

He explained that if councils 

assumed their role scrap metal would 
be a blessing to the three parties and 
unscrupulous traders who buy metal 
from vandals be tamed by the law. 

“Criminals vandalising installations 
and those buying illegal scrap metal 
from vandals, are risking very heavy 
punishment under the law,” he 
cautioned.

He said criminals vandalised bridges, 
electricity cables and water supply 
infrastructure.

District councils should facilitate
scrap metal business, says NEMC
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By Guardian Correspondent, Bukoba

CHILD and maternal mortality rate 
has gone down in the country from 80 
five years ago to 45 this year after the 
government built new health centres 
and increased its budget for essential 
drugs, medical equipment and health 
experts.

Speaking at the breastfeeding 
education festival held at Kemondo 
Ward in Bukoba District, Kagera 
Region, Kagera Regional Medical 
Officer Nelson Rumbeli said in order to 
ensure mortality rate were reduced the 
government provided a total of 5.9bn/- 
in the last five years to improve the 
health sector.

“The money was used to refurbish 
the available health centres so that 
every woman experiencing obstructed 
labour should receive appropriate 
services in time aimed to save the 
lives of both mother and child,” said 

Rumbeli.
He said other efforts taken include the 

involvement of various stakeholders in 
educating the community, especially to 
women over the upbringing of children 
under five years of age.

He said in the last five years the 
rate of malnutrition in Kagera Region 
dropped from 45 to 39 percent due to 
the government’s drive in dealing with 
the problem.

“Due to the high malnutrition rate, 
the Minister of State in the President’s 
Office (Regional Administration and 
Local Government) Seleman Jafo 
signed agreements with Regional 
Commissioners, local leaders at 
village and ward levels to deal with 
malnutrition issues,” he said.

The Coordinator of USAID Tulonge 
Afya Project in Bukoba District, Benson 
Rweyemamu said the aim of the project 
was to transform people from negative 
to positive habits and urging them to 

always seek proper medical services 
whenever they think their children 
have health problems.

The USAID Tulonge Afya Project 
Manager for the West and Lake Zone 
regions, Sihiana Mkanda said they 
were involved in six regions – Mwanza, 
Kagera, Geita, Mara, Shinyanga and 
Kigoma and in these regions they were 
working in 13 districts with big health 
challenges. 

He said the project had earlier 
targeted five main health areas 
including HIV/Aids, malaria, maternity 
health and mother and child care, but 
when implemented, they discovered 
that there were challenges emanating 
from local customs and traditions that 
contribute to negative habits towards 
health issues.

Mkanda said that they also decided 
to educate the community in order to 
change their mindsets against modern 
reproductive health methods.

By Marc Nkwame, Arusha

THE government has involved 
three other organisations in a special 
mission to write and publish a book 
documenting the 50 years of refugees 
in the country.

The state, in association with local 
and international humanitarian 
agencies as well as the academia, 
including DIGNITY Kwanza, through 
the Local Engagement Refugee 
Research Network (LERRN) have kick-
started the project, will coordinate 
a process that will involve various 
actors and result in the publication of 
the book documenting the history of 
Tanzania on hosting refugees.

Speaking in Arusha during the 
National Consultative Forum 
(NCF) the Director of the National 
Community Solutions’ oriented, Non-
profit organisation of Dignity-Kwanza 
Janemary Ruhundura stated that 
there is the importance of compiling a 
special book now that Tanzania marks 
more than 60 years of hosting refugees 
on the country’s soil.

The NCF which was officially opened 
by the Home affairs Minister, George 
Simbachawene, was also a platform 
for the launch of writing of a special 
book on refugees which will later be 
published by ‘Mkuki na Nyota,’ this 
year. “Tanzania has been a major 
refugee-hosting state since 1959. Over 
the past six decades, Tanzania has 
hosted significant numbers of refugees 
from wars of national liberation, 

conflicts and instabilities mainly 
from neighbouring states, but also 
from farther afield especially from 
the Southern African countries then 
under colonial and apartheid regimes,” 
Ruhundura pointed out.

In another development, the World 
Food Programme (WFP) has been 
issuing provisions to over 230,000 
refugees in Tanzania, at an average of 
20,000 metric tonnes per year.

According to the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, (UNHCR) 
representative in Tanzania, Antonio 
Jose Kanhandula, last year, the WFP 
had spent nearly US $ 9 million in this 
refugees’ food provision course.

It was stated during the meeting 
that Tanzania has demonstrated 
unprecedented innovation and 
leadership, while also experiencing 
challenges and voicing legitimate 
concerns about the relationship 
between refugee-hosting states and the 
wider international community.

Tanzania is a signatory, of the 1969 
OAU Refugee Convention, whose 50 
years milestone was celebrated last year 
and to which the country participates 
in the on-going discussions, within the 
East African Community, on a common 
regional refugee management policy.

The process will have different stages 

starting with the High-Level National 
Consultative Forum (NCF).

The NCF was organised to bring 
together different actors in Tanzania to 
reflect on Tanzania’s history of hosting 
refugees and define the agenda for the 
book to be published in a later date 
to document that history. The NCF 
was initially planned to take place in 
October 2019 during Nyerere week.

The date was chosen to, among other 
things, celebrate the life of the late 
Mwalimu Nyerere and his leadership 
in refugee protection in Tanzania and 
Africa in general. Arusha was chosen as 
a way to commemorate and build on 
40 years since the Arusha Conference 
of 1979 where the Late Mwalimu 
Nyerere called for greater solidarity 
for collective action to respond to 
the needs and to find solutions that 
addressed the needs of not only of the 
refugees but also of host populations 
and states.

Despite the changes in the dates, 
Mwalimu Nyerere’s Legacy continues 
to live 20 years after his demise. For 
that reason, the NCF will highlight his 
iconic role in setting the tone for the 
refugee response model that has been 
the basis of the country’s continuous 
generosity to individuals seeking 
refuge in Tanzania.

Country’s maternal mortality rate
drops in five years - Kagera RMO

Tanzania starting process 
to write book on refugees

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

THE Federal government of Germany 
has promised to continue expanding   
support  for the country’s education 
sector so as to ensure that children 
receive quality education.

Head of development cooperation 
at the German embassy in the country, 
Dr Katrin Bornemann made the pledge 
yesterday here during the joint meeting 
between representatives from the 
embassy and the Ministry of Education, 
Science and Technology.

Bornemann said that Germany and 
Tanzania have maintained  steady 
relationship and have been cooperating 
to bring changes in the education 
sector which includes expanding 
infrastructures and improving the 
learning environment so as to ensure 
smooth learning and teaching.

Dr Leonard Akwilapo, the ministry 

Permanent Secretary expressed 
gratitude to the Germany government 
for its continued support in various 
sectors in the country.

He said that the two sides have 
agreed to strengthen relation and 
collaboration  in   technical and 
higher education so as to ensure that 
Tanzanian children get the required 
skills and knowledge and contribute in 
the country’s development.

Dr Akwilapo said that for the country 
to attain its development goals of 
becoming an industrial economy 
there is a need for concerted efforts to 
prepare human resources that possess 
competencies required by the market.

“We are currently implementing 
various projects which need competent 

human resources, for example the 
construction of the Standard Gauge 
Railway (SGR), modern bridges, 
roads, all these need quality experts. 
So investing in education is very 
important. We have discussed and 
agreed to ensure that our youth go and 
receive more training in Germany,” he 
said.

On strengthening primary education, 
Dr Akwilapo said they have also agreed 
to work together to improve teachers’ 
skills specifically training them on 
new teaching methods, including the 
provision of teaching materials.

Germany through its Academic 
Exchange Service (DAAD), has been 
providing scholarships for lecturers 
from the University of Dar es Salaam.

Germany pledges continued support
for the country’s education sector

Arusha regional administrative secretary Richard Kwitega (C) with NCBA Tanzania Ltd Chief Executive Officer Margaret 
Karume (R) and the bank’s commercial and digital services director Gift Shoko shortly after the walk that coincided 
with the inauguration of two new branches at Clock Tower and Sokoine in Arusha city centre over the weekend. Photo: 
Guardian Correspondent
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M
aritime transport (or 
ocean transport) and 
fluvial transport, or more 
generally waterborne 

transport, is the transport of people 
(passengers) or goods (cargo) via 
waterways. Freight transport by sea has 
been widely used throughout recorded 
history. The advent of aviation has 
diminished the importance of sea travel 
for passengers, though it is still popular 
for short trips and pleasure cruises. 
Transport by water is cheaper than 
transport by air,  despite fluctuating 
exchange rates and a fee placed on top of 
freighting charges for carrier companies 
known as the currency adjustment 
factor (CAF). 

Maritime transport can be realised 
over any distance by boat, ship, sailboat 
or barge, over oceans and lakes, through 
canals or along rivers. Shipping may be 
for commerce, recreation, or for military 
purposes. While extensive inland 
shipping is less critical today, the major 
waterways of the world including many 
canals are still very important and are 
integral parts of worldwide economies. 
Virtually any material can be moved 
by water; however, water transport 
becomes impractical when material 
delivery is time-critical such as various 
types of perishable produce. Still, water 
transport is highly cost effective with 
regular schedulable cargoes, such as 
trans-oceanic shipping of consumer 
products – and especially for heavy 
loads or bulk cargos, such as coal, coke, 
ores, or grains. Arguably, the industrial 
revolution took place best where cheap 
water transport by canal, navigations, 
or shipping by all types of watercraft 
on natural waterways supported cost 
effective bulk transport. 

Containerization revolutionized 
maritime transport starting in the 
1970s. “General cargo” includes goods 
packaged in boxes, cases, pallets, and 
barrels. When a cargo is carried in more 
than one mode, it is intermodal or co-
modal. 

 A nation’s shipping fleet (merchant 

navy, merchant marine, merchant fleet) 
consists of the ships operated by civilian 
crews to transport passengers or cargo 
from one place to another. Merchant 
shipping also includes water transport 
over the river and canal systems 
connecting inland destinations, large 
and small.

The theme for this year is “Sustainable 
shipping for a sustainable planet,” which 
provides an excellent opportunity to 
raise awareness of the United Nations’ 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
and to showcase the work that the 
International Maritime Organization 
(IMO) and its member states are 
undertaking to achieve the targets. The 
theme will provide opportunities for 
leaders from various sectors, including 
shipping, to both reflect on the work 
done and the urgent steps they further 
plan towards a sustainable future.

The shipping industry, with the support 
of the IMO regulatory framework, has 
already started the transition towards 
this sustainable future. IMO has  adopted 
and will continue to develop measures 
to cut greenhouse gas emissions, 
reduce the sulphur content of ships’ 
fuel oil, implement the Ballast Water 
Management Convention, protect the 
polar regions, reduce marine litter, 
improve the efficiency of shipping 
through the electronic exchange of 
information, meet the challenges of the 
digitalization of shipping and enhance 
the participation of women in the 
maritime community.

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
highlighted the professionalism and 
sacrifice of the two million seafarers 
who serve on the world’s merchant fleet. 
Shipping has continued to transport 
more than 80 per cent  of world trade, 
including vital medical supplies, food 
and other basic goods that are critical 
for the COVID-19 response and recovery 
– but hundreds of thousands of seafarers 
face a humanitarian crisis as they have 
been stranded at sea, unable to get off 
the ships they operate with contracts 
extended by many months. 

Sustainable shipping is essential
for a sustainable planet

Global conservation priorities to protect 
vertebrate endemics is indeed crucial

E
arth is undergoing 
unprecedented urban 
growth, with urban areas 
forecasted to increase by 

120 million ha from 2000 to 2030, 
impacting natural habitat.Wildlife 
traditionally refers to undomesticated 
animal species, but has come to include 
all organisms that grow or live wild in 
an area without being introduced by 
humans.  Wildlife can be found in all 
ecosystems.

 Deserts, forests, rainforests, plains, 
grasslands, and other areas, including 
the most developed urban areas, all 
have distinct forms of wildlife. While 
the term in popular culture usually 
refers to animals that are untouched 
by human factors, most scientists agree 
that much wildlife is affected by human 
activities.  

Tanzania contains some 20 per cent 
of the species of Africa’s large mammal 
population, found across its reserves, 
conservation areas, marine parks, and 
17 national parks, spread over an area 
of more than 42,000 square kilometres   
and forming approximately 38 percent 
of the country’s territory.  Wildlife 
resources of Tanzania are described 
as  “without parallel in Africa” and 
“the prime game viewing country”. 
Serengeti National Park, is the 
country’s second largest national park  
located in northern Tanzania and is 
famous for its extensive migratory 
herds of wildebeests and zebra while 
also having the reputation as one of 
the great natural wonders of the world. 
The Ngorongoro Conservation Area, 
established in 1959, is a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site  and inhabited by the 
Maasai people.  Its Ngorongoro Crater 
is the largest intact caldera in the world.  

The national parks are also part of the 
wetlands of Tanzania. The wild animals 
tend to be closer to the wetlands, 
particularly the water loving species 
such as the hippopotamus, waterbuck, 

common warthog, elephant, crocodile, 
sitatunga as well as water birds such as 
flamingoes and ducks.  

Humans have historically tended to 
separate civilization from wildlife in a 
number of ways, including the legal, 
social, and moral senses. Some animals, 
however, have adapted to suburban 
environments. This includes such 
animals as domesticated cats and dogs.  
Some religions declare certain animals 
to be sacred, and in modern times, 
concern for the natural environment 
has provoked activists to protest 
against the exploitation of wildlife for 
human benefit or entertainment. 

The global wildlife population 
decreased by 52 pc between 1970 and 
2014, according to a World Wildlife 
Fund report. 

Between 1970 and 2016, global 
populations of vertebrates - birds, fish, 
mammals, amphibians and reptiles - 
declined by an average of 68 per cent.

The figure is according to the World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF) reminding us, 
every two years, of the dramatic scale 
of biodiversity loss.

In September, this year   the 
organization published an update of 
its ‘Living Planet Index’ (LPI), on the 
occasion of the thirteenth edition of its 
report on the state of biodiversity.

According to a new report, animal 
populations have declined by such 
a staggering amount, that only an 
overhaul of the world’s economic 
systems could possibly reverse the 
damage.

Nearly 21,000 monitored populations 
of mammals, fish, birds, reptiles 
and amphibians, encompassing 
almost 4,400 species around the 
world, have declined. Species in 
Latin America and the Caribbean, 
as well as global freshwater habitats, 
were disproportionately impacted, 
declining, on average, 94 percent and 
84 percent, respectively.

By Sharron McPherson

C
ovid-19 has dramatically 
changed the world of work, 
probably forever. But with 
increasing numbers of 

people working from home, so has 
their vulnerability to cybercrime. 

At the end of August, Elon Musk 
updated the world on his newest 
venture Neuralink – a “Fitbit” or 
implant for the brain designed to 
facilitate brain-to-machine and, 
eventually, brain-to-brain interfaces. 
Science fiction is becoming science fact 
in our lifetime.

And while these extreme scenarios 
are still some way off, anyone who has 
had the challenge of working from 
home while trying to home-school 
children during the lockdown would 
likely agree that if such a brain-to-
machine interface was available today, 
they would gladly connect themselves 
(and their children) and be done with 
it.

The truth is, our relationship with 
technology is always advancing and 
the Covid-19 pandemic has accelerated 
the velocity of change to “warp speed”. 
One of the side effects of this has 
been a sudden case of “work-from-
home” whiplash, as the traditionally 
distinct worlds of office and home have 
collided. 

There have been headaches aplenty 
in the past few months as a result, but 
humans are nothing if not adaptable 
and we are all growing increasingly 
comfortable with this collision. In 
part, perhaps, this is because we were 
already heading in that direction 
before the pandemic struck.

Work and ‘the office’ part ways
While Covid-19 has precipitated new 

work-from-home (WFH) models, our 
ideas of work and office were already 
evolving before the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Notions of “work” and “office” have 
been undergoing change since these 
ideas evolved during the Second and 
Third Industrial Revolutions. They 
were once distinct concepts – the 
former a verb (labouring), the latter a 
noun (the place you went to do your 
labour). Over time, however, we began 
to use them interchangeably: you could 
say you were “going to work” or “going 
to the office”, and it would mean the 
same thing.

In more recent times, we’ve been 
trying to untangle the two while 
simultaneously dealing with an 
evolving notion of work itself. Not just 
as the result of the advent of mobile 
technology and the ebbing stature of 

manufacturing. Work, especially of 
the white-collar type, is performed 
by more diverse employees than ever 
before. At the same time, change was 
being driven by ecological and social 
factors such as people wanting more 
balance between work and their 
personal lives.

The pandemic has undoubtedly 
sped things up and the results of 
the “experiment” are mixed. Early 
results indicate that the number of 
working hours and productivity have 
increased. But so too have the number 
of individual meetings and hours spent 
staring at a computer screen. By April, 
Zoom usage had jumped to 300 million 
meeting participants a day, up from a 
“mere” 10 million a day in December, 
with Microsoft Teams also noting 
exponential spikes in users.

It is likely that we will never 
completely go back to what existed 
before. Estimates vary per country and 
context, but the International Labour 
Organisation thinks that about 27% of 
jobs in high-income countries could 
be performed from home in the future, 
compared with 12% in low-income 
countries and 10% in lower-middle-
income countries. Polls suggest that 
increased WFH will become a feature 
of the immediate post-Covid world. 

Protecting employees and data in 
the WFH world

A significant downside of this rapid – 
and likely permanent – shift to remote 
working has been the rise in cybercrime. 
Spotting a window of opportunity as 
work moved beyond the radius of a 
controlled environment of the office, 

to homes where employees literally 
had to fall back on their own relatively 
unprotected devices, cybercriminals 
pounced. 

Interpol has reported a marked rise 
in the duping of users with links to 
fake Covid-related sites and phishing 
messages about Covid-19. The World 
Economic Forum (WEF) described 
Covid-19 as “a boon for cybercriminals 
and fraudsters”.

Traditionally it’s been banking and 
financial services that have been the 
primary target of cybercriminals, 
in part because they are already 
far advanced on their journey to 
digital transformation. It’s estimated 
that cybercrime costs the financial 
sector approximately R2.2-billion 
every year. And it’s widely believed 
that this number is a conservative, 
underreported one.

But now, other data-rich sectors 
may be at risk as well. Consider the 
education sector, where Covid-19 
has injected momentum into the 
move to online teaching and blended 
learning. Hackers are already targeting 
educational systems and databases 
and, in many instances, are preventing 
students from accessing online 
learning materials. 

The health sector is also an increasing 
target. Since the start of the pandemic, 
the WHO has seen a dramatic increase 
in the number of cyberattacks directed 
at its staff, and email scams targeting 
the public at large.

Greater digitisation means that 
most private- and public-sector 
organisations (government included) 
will have to invest more in securing 

access to information and data. 
Additionally, companies will have to 
invest in making certain that employees 
working from home are educated in 
cybersecurity measures such as home 
Wi-Fi security issues, how to avoid 
phishing scams, increasing password 
protections and securing access to 
physical devices. Likewise, students 
who are increasingly being forced to 
learn online will require educating and 
protection from cybercriminals.

This effort will also need 
reinforcement through the legal 
system. In South Africa, for example, 
the Cybercrime Bill is winding its way 
through the system and will hopefully 
provide stronger enforcement 
mechanisms to prevent and prosecute 
these crimes.

A tall order
Of course, in South Africa, where 

millions of South Africans can’t access 
the internet – or even a stable supply 
of electricity – the issue of cybercrime 
may seem a distant concern. We are a 
complex country with deeply rooted 
inequalities that will continue to 
exacerbate the impact of the pandemic 
on both employers and employees.

If anything, Covid-19 has revealed 
the need to address the societal ills 
that impact our ability to overcome 
the technological challenges we’re 
facing, at the same time as we attempt 
to evolve and embrace the changing 
notions of work and office. 

This is a tall order and it will require 
courage, tenacity and capability – from 
all of us. The country will need to work 
together to rise to this challenge. 

As COVID-19 gets more people working
 from home, cyber criminals zoom in
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7 times you can stay afloat as a solopreneur 

T
he process of starting and 
running a business or ven-
ture single handedly is no 
joke. It requires zeal, well de-

fined goals and a tough skin.Sadly not 
everyone can adapt these rare quali-
ties. Solo entrepreneurship is not for 
the faint hearted but well these quali-
ties can be learnt but just anyone. 

The thought of becoming a solopre-
neur can be very exciting and scary as 
well. The ideas of being your own boss, 
setting your own schedule, freedom to 
pursue your dreams etc. But actually 
being a solopreneur can be tough. It 
requires enormous grit and the ability 
to handle the many setbacks that may 
come along the way.This is important 
before you put your first foot forward... 

Embrace Setbacks
To succeed, you have to be able to 

go from failure to failure with no loss of 
enthusiasm. The most successful people 
welcome failure. Even when something 
does not go according to plan, learn from 
each setback, fine-tune and keep going. 
Like Thomas Edison once said, “I have 
not failed, I’ve just found 10,000 ways 
that won’t work”. Some people take a 
shorter time to achieve their goals while 
others take a longer time, but it doesn’t 
matter, because at the end of the day, you 
would still have made it.Henry-Ford

Look at the bigger picture 
Remember what first got you started 

on being a solopreneur? Create a vision 
board, and take the time to visualize your 
goals once a day. More often than not, 
we lose sight of our dreams when we 
are deep in the trenches. Often, there is 
some other motivating factor other than 
money – it may be wanting to solve a par-
ticular problem, meet a particular need, 
helping a particular group of people. Re-

mind yourself of why you are doing what 
you are doing to keep yourself motivated.

Stay in touch with your family and 
friends

Family and friends are the greatest 
source of support in the toughest times. 
Make time to stay in touch with them 
even if you may be busy. Having a meal 
together once a week, enjoying a board 
game together, will ease your stress hor-
mones and give you the much needed 
energy replenishment to allow you to 
push ahead. Your family and friends may 
not fully understand what you are doing 
but will help you remember the simpler 
joys in life.

Breath 
Sometimes, the best way forward is to 

first take one step back. Taking a break 
once in a while helps you maintain per-
spective and allows you to refocus on 
what is important. Pushing forward on 
little to no rest may lead to burnout, and 
that does not work in the long run. Pace 
yourself well, and your body will also 
thank you for it.

Celebrate the minor milestones
Enjoy the little successes along the 

way. When your site reaches its first 1000 
subscribers, celebrate. Celebrating each 
milestone along the way will give you 
something to remember and look back 
on when you encounter a setback. Get 
your spouse a small bottle of perfume, 
or an air purifier for your bedroom. Take 
good care of yourself and never beat 
yourself up too hard for whatever reason.

“Twenty years from now, you will be 
more disappointed by the things that you 
didn’t do than by the ones you did do, so 
throw off the bowlines, sail away from 
safe harbor, catch the trade winds in your 
sails. Explore, Dream, Discover.” – Mark 
Twain

By Graham Dockery

A
S Russia rolls out its new coronavi-
rus inoculation ahead of complete 
clinical tests, the western media has 
suddenly come full circle on vac-

cines. Russia, it seems, could cure cancer and 
the media would find a way to blame President 
Vladimir Putin.

Putin announced the breakthrough on 
August 11, telling reporters that the country’s 
Health ministry had approved world’s first vac-
cine against Covid-19 vaccine and that his own 
daughter has taken the jab.

Doctors and teachers will be the first to re-
ceive the shot, with a general rollout expected 
in January 2021.

The vaccine is still undergoing testing, 
though Russian scientists said that they have 
had decades of experience fighting similar vi-
ruses. It has passed the first two trial phases 
– on monkeys and humans, yet the third and 
final placebo test was still pending, and will be 
conducted alongside the voluntary rollout of 
the vaccine.

Armed with that fact, the Western media 
set about ringing the alarm. The New York 
Times accused the Kremlin of “cutting corners 
on testing to score propaganda points”, and 
warned of the dangers of new and partially 
tested drugs.

The Guardian (UK) too warned of this rushed 
effort, but added that “vaccines may only be 
partially effective,” even after rigorous testing. 
Likewise, the Washington Post cautioned that 
“shots could be harmful or give people a false 
sense of security about their immunity”.

Across multiple outlets, the messaging was 
the same. The Russian vaccine is not to be 
trusted, is little more than propaganda fodder, 
and could even be a nefarious Kremlin plot to 
goad the West into pushing out its own, untest-
ed, vaccine ahead of schedule.

It’s undoubtedly true that the race to a vac-
cine is a matter of national pride for Russia. 
Even the drug’s name – Sputnik V – references 
the first satellite launched into space, a mas-
sive space-race propaganda coup for the So-
viet Union.

Likewise, the papers have a point when 
they raise concerns about the efficacy of 
vaccines. As the Guardian pointed out, even 
the most thoroughly tested shots may be at 
best ineffective or at worst come with hor-
rible side-effects.

Yet, before the Russian breakthrough, 
these same outlets were bona fide vaccine 
evangelists. “Vaccinations save lives, pro-
tect our children and are one of our great-
est public health achievements,” read an 
op-ed in the NYT last March. The writers, 
among them the US Surgeon General, rub-
bished fears of side-effects and urged the 
public to unite behind government inocula-
tion drives.

“Mistrust of a coronavirus vaccine could 

imperil widespread immunity,” the paper 
wrote in July.

To be fair, the latter article raised con-
cerns about the speedy development of 
vaccines – this time bashing President Don-
ald Trump and his ‘Operation Warp Speed’ 
research project instead of Putin.

However, just two months earlier, the 
Times described the (Western) effort to roll 
out a vaccine “in record time” as a sign of 
“hope” amid the pandemic.

Much the same for the Guardian, whose 
journalists mocked “the white, middle-class 

Pinterest moms” who believe conspiracy 
theories about vaccines and a month earli-
er featured experts who declared that even 
an imperfect vaccine would be “considered 
a success”.

Just like the Oxford professor who la-
mented the fact that a successful British 
vaccine might lead to a dangerous rise in 
national pride, it seems that the Western 
media couldn’t stand to see a Russian-made 
jab turn the tide against the coronavirus.

Imagine that? Putin’s Russia – the elec-
tion-meddling, spy-poisoning, Trump-ena-

bling thorn in the side of the liberal order 
– delivering the life-saving shot that rids the 
world of the dreaded plague?

Needless to say, there’d be a lot of words 
swallowed on Fleet Street and Eighth Av-
enue.

Of course, these are early days. Any po-
tential vaccine is always going to be a gam-
ble and, as trials continue alongside its 
limited deployment, the effectiveness of 
Sputnik V has yet to be proven.

The Russian effort may in the end come 
to naught and, if it does, at least the power-

As Russia announces coronavirus vaccine, media discover the meaning of skepticism

 Have fun in what you do
Always have an upbeat attitude to your busi-

ness. See what you are doing for others and how it 
benefits them in more ways than one. Embrace a 
light-hearted perspective to your business and its 
infectious quality would influence your customers 
as well.

As social mammals, we humans tend to get affect-
ed and be put down by failures or criticism from 
others when in fact, a positive attitude helps 
you balance the negativity generated and put 
you back on your feet in no time. Convert that 
negative energy into positive energy; a critical 
comment can always be converted into positive, 
constructive feedback.

Have a plan
As a solopreneur, there could be many things 

fighting for your attention and it can be easy to 
get distracted. Always have a plan and blueprint 
for what you what to achieve. Lay out the major 
milestones clearly and hold yourself account-
able each step along the way. Whenever you get 
sidetracked, always come back to your plan to 
remind yourself of the next steps you should be 
taking.

Being a solopreneur is hard, but it can be very 
worthwhile and fulfilling. Staying motivated 
along the way is key just as much as consistency 
is. 

ful and influential commentators in London 
and New York will have something to gloat 
about – pandemic be damned.

	 •	 Graham Dockery is 
an Irish journalist, commentator and 
writer with RT, Russia’s state-run inter-
national television network. Previously 
based in Amsterdam, he wrote for Dutch-
News and a scatter of local and national 
newspapers. The statements, views and 
opinions expressed in this piece are, how-
ever, solely those of the author and do not 
necessarily represent those of RT.
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Geophysical and drilling contractors, AEC to discuss exploration in Africa 

Gangs still drive Mombasa’s narco-city image

JOHANNESBURG

T
HE oil and gas industry glob-
ally is going through a period 
of transition, during which it 
is re-adjusting itself to oper-

ate in a post-Covid-19 environment 
with oil prices likely to stabilise be-
tween within the US$35-50 barrels per 
day range.

Despite these challenges, drilling 
activity in Africa according to African 
Energy Chamber (AEC) projections is 
expected to drop next year only slight-
ly from projected 2020 levels.

A total of 800 wells are expected to 
be drilled this year, with the number 
expected to drop only slightly below 
800 next year. These numbers, how-
ever, represent a drop of over 25 per 
cent compared to last year.

Similarly, capital expenditure is also 
expected to fall by over 25 per cent be-
tween last year and next year. An es-
timated USD 28 billion is expected to 
be spent on upstream capital expendi-
ture projects next year, with over USD 
10 billion of that dedicated to field de-
velopment projects.

This continues to present significant 
opportunities for companies involved 
in the upstream value chain like drill-
ing and geophysical contractors.

“Those service providers able to 
adapt to the new market conditions by 
implementing effective cost control 
solutions and streamlining processes, 
especially with the help of technology, 
will thrive and grow at the expense 
of those companies that are slow to 
adapt to the new market realities,” 
says AEC senior vice president Verner 
Ayukegba.

“The AEC’s position in Angola has 
not changed: we continue to see op-
portunities there and believe it’s im-
portant to shine a light on these and 
bring industry players from across the 
globe to exploit these as we face this 
challenging situation together, and 
overcome,” says Sergio Pugliese, the 
AEC’s Angola president.

He elaborates: “Angola’s oil and gas 
industry is a well-developed one, but 

it’s absolutely clear that we will need 
to always innovate and collaborate in 
order to remain relevant for the years 
to come.

“Our key role at the AEC is to be the 
voice of the African energy industry 
and this is a prime example of how we 
do that. It’s a unique chance to make 
connections and hear more about the 
landscape of the African energy sec-
tor.”

Accordingly, a webinar is lined up 
for next Tuesday (September 29) at 

BY DUNCAN E OMONDI GUMBA
    

C
riminal gangs in Mombasa, Kenya’s second largest city, 
continue to operate with impunity despite having a law 
passed against them and being banned twice within a 
decade – in 2010 and 2016. Their violent activities are 

likely to intensify as Kenya faces hard economic times due to the 
effects of COVID-19, and as the country heads towards its 2022 
general elections.

It’s impossible to say exactly how many groups exist as sources 
report different numbers. In 2018, 43 gangs were identified as 
operating in Mombasa by the National Crime Research Centre 
(NCRC) in the Ministry of Interior. According to Francis Auma, 
rapid response officer at the human rights non-profit MUHURI, 
the number of criminal groups had increased to about 60.

Mombasa County Commissioner Gilbert Kitiyo was reported in 
the media as saying that Mombasa police had arrested about 1 
000 members of armed gangs and identified 132 criminal groups 
this year. The growth and highly fragmented nature of the groups 
make it hard for law enforcement to combat the phenomenon.

Despite being banned twice in a decade, Kenya’s criminal gangs 
continue to operate with impunity

The gangs have been linked to a spate of attacks and other 
criminal activities, and have become the foot soldiers in Momba-
sa’s drug trade, keeping the city’s narco image alive. They provide 
grassroots reach for drug lords in the top tier, as well as business-
men and politicians in the second tier.

France 24 TV’s investigative report in October 2019 showed 
how the city has become a major drug trafficking hub and route 
for heroin and cocaine coming from Asia and Latin America to 
Europe and Dubai. The report attributes this to Kenya’s porous 
500 km coastline, which allows traffickers to smuggle narcotics 
into the country using small boats and yachts. The French news 
channel estimated the trade to be worth about €100 million.

Investigative journalist Andrew Kasuku reports that the trade 
continues despite high-profile convictions of drug lords, for ex-
ample the Akasha brothers, in the United States. He says the low-
er tiers collaborate to keep the criminal networks alive, with busi-
nessmen and politicians using the gangs to control the ground.

Two nationwide bans on gangs show the ineffectiveness of Ken-
ya’s response to these groups. The first ban in 2010 followed the 
enactment of Section 22(1) of the Prevention of Violent Crimes 
Act, 2010. Little was done to implement this law. In 2016 the Min-
istry of Interior imposed a second countrywide ban on criminal 
groups to outlaw their involvement in drug trafficking and other 
crimes, including electoral violence.

Gangs provide grassroots reach for top tier drug lords, and 
businessmen and politicians in the second tier

Despite the double ban, more localised gangs have emerged 
and continue to operate openly in three of Mombasa’s six sub-
counties. These are Likoni sub-county (Timbwani and Mtongwe 
wards), Mvita sub-county (Old Town and Majengo wards) and Ki-
sauni sub-county (Mjambere and Mtopanga wards).

In a 2019 media report, regional police commander at the time 
Marcus Ochola pointed out possible links between drug cartels 
and gang attacks. He cited two Mombasa county politicians who 
funded two criminal gangs in Kisauni and Likoni with proceeds 
from drug trafficking.

which International Association of 
Geophysical Contractors (IAGC) and 
International Association of Drilling 
Contractors (IADC) representatives on 
the panel will talk about emerging in-
dustry trends, technological develop-
ments in the industry.

They will also address new stand-
ards and regulations affecting their 
members and possible changes in leg-
islation that are likely to affect their 
members and the industry.

Also on the panel will be experi-

enced professionals who will enrich 
the discussions with on-the-ground 
experiences on how they are steering 
their companies to take advantage of 
existing opportunities in the African 
oil and gas sector and the plans they 
have going forward.

As many African countries continue 
to bend over backwards to encourage 
exploration and drilling, especially of 
new licensees, what other concessions 
are companies looking for in taking up 
new exploration activity?

Kitiyo described three types of 
actors behind these groups: gang 
patrons and their paymasters; un-
scrupulous businessmen who buy 
valuables stolen from residents; 
and politicians who hire group 
members for personal protection. 
These people ensure that gang 
members are quickly released 
from police custody when they’re 
arrested.

Most of the gangs ‘operate in 
small groups and often go under-
ground when pursued by authori-
ties,’ Sauti ya Pwani FM station 
operations manager Stambuli Ab-
dillahi Nassir told the ENACT or-
ganised crime project. They are 
well organised with a hierarchy of 
leaders who rise through the ranks 

after years of experience and loyal 
gang membership.

Kenya’s porous 500 km coast-
line allows traffickers to smuggle 
drugs using small boats and yachts

The latest NCRC crime and vio-
lence report in Mombasa county 
says gangs with more experienced 
members, such as 40 Brothers, 
have military capacity. The report 
claims they carry firearms and are 
led by former public and private 
security officers.

‘Most reformed group members 
prefer to talk off the record in fear 
of reprisals,’ Nassir said of the times 
he has tried to interview them. This 
makes it difficult for the general pub-
lic and law enforcement agencies to 
understand them and put a stop to 

to develop and grow their competi-
tive edge vis-à-vis other oil and gas-
producing regions globally in a post-
Covid-19 environment.

Verner Ayukegba, the AEC’s senior 
vice president, will moderate the we-
binar. Panelists include IADC (Nigeria 
chapter) chairman Chuks Enwereji; 
Ocean Deep Drilling ESV Nigeria Lim-
ited (ODENL) managing director Chi-
jioke Akwukwuma; and IAGC consult-
ant Ross Compton.

•	 African Energy Chamber

For instance, Nigeria is currently go-
ing through a marginal field bidding 
round expected to lead to the award 
of numerous licences during the in-
coming year. What incentives need to 
be availed to the new license holders 
to enable them to deploy exploration 
capital in the quickest and most effec-
tive manner possible?

Finally, the webinar will also exam-
ine how Africa currently compares to 
other oil and gas producing regions 
and what African countries need to do 

to maintain their drug addiction, which 
makes them more feared than robbers,’ 
says Mathias Shipeta, head of rapid re-
sponse at HAKI Africa, another local non-
profit organisation.

With the jailing of the Akasha brothers 
who controlled Mombasa’s drug busi-
ness, Kenya together with countries such 
as the United States, may have disrupted 
the top tier of the trade for now. How-
ever, more needs to be done to stop the 
gangs who are also deeply involved and 
could graduate to fill the vacuum that’s 
been left. This includes a combination 
of better policing, providing alternative 
livelihoods and vocational training to for-
mer gang members, and improving the 
economic prospects for young people in 
Mombasa.

			   Agencies 

their operations.
Nassir says the gangs protect the drug 

trade, and children as young as 13 are 
used as conduits. ‘The unga [heroin] 
comes from Afghanistan. If the teachers 
speak about the use of children in trans-
porting drugs, they are threatened and 
beaten by the gangs.’ This protection of 
operations, mainly by the Wakali Kwanza 
gang in Kisauni, is crucial to drug traffick-
ing in Mombasa.

Members as young as seven gather in-
telligence while older gangsters, mostly 
teenagers, armed with knives and ma-
chetes, carry out attacks in different lo-
cations. They take drugs themselves in 
order to gain ‘courage and confidence’ to 
engage in petty theft, bag snatching, and 
pick-pocketing, as well as sexual assault.

‘These criminal activities enable them 

Kenya may have 
disrupted the top 
tier of the drug 
trade but lower-
level criminal 
groups remain 
active. File photo 
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By Special Correspondent

THE weekly number of new recorded cor-
onavirus infections worldwide was last week 
at its highest level to date, the World Health 
Organization has announced, as deaths from 
Covid-19 in Europe increased by more than a 
quarter week on week.

Almost 1 million people have now died 
from the coronavirus since it emerged in 
China at the beginning of the year.

With a new seven-day high of just short 
of 2 million new cases being recorded by 
the WHO, the latest tally represents a 6% 
increase over the previous week as well as 
“the highest number of reported cases in a 
single week since the beginning of the epi-
demic”, the UN health agency said. That fig-
ure is skewed by the fact testing has become 
much more widespread globally over recent 
months.

The latest rise in infections, amid a resur-
gence in cases that has sent countries includ-
ing the UK and across Europe scrambling 
to reintroduce restrictions, comes despite 
a global decrease in the weekly number of 
deaths from the virus.

However the figures showed that deaths 
from the disease in Europe increased by 27% 
in the last week, with more than 4,000 re-
corded.

France, Russia, Spain and Britain reported 

the highest number of new cases in Europe 
in the past week, while Hungary and Den-
mark reported the highest relative increase 
in deaths. According to the WHO, almost 31 
million have now been infected by the vi-
rus worldwide. The largest concentration 
of recorded infections continues to be cen-
tred in the Americas – which is responsible 
for almost half of all infections – as the US 
approaches the grim milestone of 200,000 
deaths.

Nearly all regions of the world experienced 
a rise in new cases last week, the WHO said, 
with infections increasing by 11% and 10% re-
spectively in Europe and the Americas. Only 
Africa went against the upward trend, re-
porting a 12% drop in new cases from a week 
earlier. The figures, released by the WHO late 
on Monday, have underlined the huge diffi-
culties countries are facing in attempting to 
bring the spread of the virus under control 
without an effective and widely available 
vaccine.

Last week, about 37,700 new deaths linked 
to the virus were recorded worldwide, mark-
ing a decline of 10% compared with the pre-
vious week. The decline was driven by the 
Americas, long the hardest-hit region, where 
new deaths were 22% lower than a week 
earlier, and by Africa where new deaths 
dropped 16%.

But the Americas still account for half of all 

WHO: Number of new weekly 
coronavirus cases at record high

By Correspondent Joe Beda

TANZANIANS have been grap-
pling with the idea of the term 
money laundering for almost 
four decades now. Former Prime 
Minister, Edward Sokoine, used 
the term more than any other 
politician in the country then 
but now more and more people 
are conversant with it.

Though, in a country that 
most people speaks Swahili lan-
guage, it is important to know 
that its Swahili translation just 
got into dictionary as late as in 
the 1990’s.

Thanks to the Anti-Money 
Laundering Act of 2006, the 
public grew interested in the 
subject; helped by the growing 
interest of the media which im-
mensely reported about it. But, 
between 2016 and 2020, money 
laundering fame has increased 
to its highest because of the 
number of people; famous and 
not so famous, who have been 
taken to court by state authori-
ties.

 Though the Act was made 
in 2006, and amended several 
times since then, the truth is that 
for most part, it is still the same 
law that was passed 14 years ago.

For a normal newspapers 
reader in Tanzania, it is easy to 

get the impression that the Anti 
Money Laundering offence only 
caters for the powerful and rich 
only. It is not something that can 
have an effect on normal people 
or like the average person is im-
mune to the offence.

This is so wrong. The truth is 
far from that notion.

Like all other offences, the law 
caters for everyone. Anyone, 
of any race, colour, economic 
status etc can be prosecuted. 
This is to say, it is imperative 
for every citizen to make sure 
he understands what entail the 
money laundering offence and 
how to stay out of trouble.

The first thing to know, for 
each and every one of us who 
hasn’t been to law school is; 
what really is money launder-
ing? 

Legally speaking, money 
laundering is the act of some-
one to acquire or help someone 
to acquire money or property 
through illegal means and then 
put the proceeds in legal busi-
ness or money circulation. To 
simplify, one can make money 
through drugs or arms trade and 
use the money to buy a hotel or 
a piece of land.

Legal experts says that there 
are three ways in which ill-got-

ten money or properties can 
be laundered in three ways or 
phases; placement, hiding and 
getting it into normal money cir-
culation.

When the lawyers are talking 
about placement, it means by 
putting the money in one’s bank 
account or through various 
mobile phones accounts like M 
Pesa, Airtel Money, Tigo Pesa etc.

In the hiding phase, the of-
fender divides the money in 
small amounts which makes it 
difficult to suspect, giving it to 
different people in different ar-
eas and many other ways; in or-
der to hide his real amount. .

The last phase is getting the 
money into the money circula-
tion through buying of proper-
ties, investments, shares etc so 
that to ‘clean’ the dirty money.

Why money laundering is 
for everyone? 

Chapter 423 of the Anti Money 
Laundering Act of 2006, Section 
3 and 12 clearly stipulate the 
types of the offences under the 
act and the penalties for the of-
fenders. 

By law, penalties for the of-
fences under the act are fines 
not exceeding Tsh 100 million or 
amount of money equal to the 
current value of the laundered 

Money laundering: The next step to fight it

ADDIS ABABA 

THE African Union (AU) is in-
itiating discussions with stake-
holders on the implementation 
of African Union’s Ten Year Ac-
tion Plan to Eradicate Child 
Labour, Forced Labour, Hu-
man Trafficking and Modern 
Slavery (2020-2030) adopted 
during the AU Summit held in 
February 2020. 

The initiative resonates well 
with the International Labour 
Organization (ILO) convention 
182 on Worst Forms of Child 
Labour which is reaching its 
universal ratification.

When children are trapped 
in slavery, forced labour and 
trafficking, forced to partici-
pate in armed conflict, and all 
types of illicit activities, or in 
hazardous work, we must act 
urgently to protect their rights 
and restore their childhood as 
worst forms of child labour are 
unacceptable and an affront to 
our common values.

The AU ten year plan is im-
plemented in juxtaposition 
with the ILO Convention 182, 
an instrument that emphases 
the subset of worst forms of 
child labour requiring immedi-
ate action, while listing other 

forms of slavery or practices 
similar to slavery, the use, pro-
curing or offering of a child 
for prostitution, for the pro-
duction of pornography or for 
pornographic performances; 
and the use, procurement or 
offering of a child for illicit 
activities, in particular for the 
production and trafficking of 
drugs as defined in relevant in-
ternational treaties.

The move to implement 
the strategic pillars of the ten 
year plan provides a big push 
toward eradicating the issue 
as it establishes a clear legal 
framework. Countries in Africa 

still need to enforce and en-
sure effective implementation 
through labour inspection and 
other means and provide de-
cent work for adults and young 
people of legal working age.

The ten year Regional Action 
Plan, adopted by Africa heads 
of states during the African Un-
ion Summit in February 2020 
and Ministers of Labour and 
Social Development in Decem-
ber 2019, is a comprehensive 
action plan for achieving SDG 
target 8.7 which calls on all, to 
take immediate and effective 
measures to eradicate forced 
labour, end modern slavery and 

human trafficking and secure 
the prohibition and elimina-
tion of all forms of child labour 
as an essential step to achiev-
ing decent work for all, full and 
productive employment and in-
clusive and sustained economic 
growth. 

Through the action plan, 
African leaders recognise the 
magnitude of the challenge 
they face and set the ground for 
positive policy experiences in 
a number of African countries 
that will help to guide efforts in 
the region moving forward. 

The AU is committed to ac-
celerating the achievement of 

SDG 8.7 in line with its policy 
frameworks and legal instru-
ments, and to using its politi-
cal and convening capacities 
to drive greater coordination of 
implementation efforts across 
the continent.

In a bid to create a continen-
tal consensus on child labour, 
the AU working with partners 
has a plan to intensify conti-
nent-wide consultations with 
its stakeholders and social 
partners in Africa on the imple-
mentation of the Ten Year Plan, 
identifying areas of collabora-
tion in order to build stronger 
partnerships and scaling up 

action against child labour. The 
Ten Year plan aims to assist 
stakeholders across the conti-
nent in scaling up efforts in this 
regard. It targets the elimina-
tion of these forms of exploi-
tation among both adults and 
children.

According to the latest ILO 
global estimates, about 152 mil-
lion children, 64 million girls 
and 88 million boys, are in child 
labour worldwide.

A total of 72.1 million African 
children are still involved in 
child labour, including 31.5 mil-
lion children engaged in haz-
ardous work. 

AU’s ten year action plan on child  labour moves toward implementation

KAMPALA

THE Ugandan government 
has released a new school cal-
endar which will spill over into 
next year after President Yoweri 
Museveni bowed to pressure on 
Sunday to reopen education in-
stitutions.

Alex Kakooza, the Ministry of 
Education Permanent Secretary, 
confirmed yesterday that schools 
will start on October 15 for sec-
ond term and close in mid-De-
cember. Third term will begin in 
mid-January and end in April.

“We are just trying to reopen. 
We cannot guarantee that chil-
dren will not get sick. But educa-
tion is a shared responsibility. All 

of us are expected to join hands 
and see how it works. Ensure that 
you wash hands regularly, don’t 
touch in the soft parts because 
the virus might be here for three 
years,” Kakooza said.

Earlier, parents Daily Moni-
tor spoke to were skeptical on 
whether they will send their chil-
dren to school when the term 
opens. They demanded to know 
from government the new school 
roadmap for the remaining aca-
demic year and wondered how 
Covid-19 cases will be managed 
once children report to school.

The parents’ puzzle is that the 
President’s communication on 
Sunday did not indicate whether 
the term will be a continuation 

of first term, when it will close 
and the subsequent terms to 
complete the academic year. It 
was also silent on the tuition fees 
parents had already paid in the 
uncompleted first term and Cov-
id-19 case management if they 
arose once children are at school.

Some parents with candidates 
have started sending their chil-
dren who will not be reporting to 
school soon to their villages.

“It is tricky for me as a parent. 
What happens when schools are 
closed again? Will they refund 
our fees or they will tell us to 
forego the money as they told us 
in first term?” Ayebare Doreen, a 

parent, said.
However, Kakooza said the 

ministry cannot guarantee any-
thing because their budget is lim-
ited but appealed to the public to 
support government as they ex-
periment the phased reopening.

James Jjuuko, a head teacher at 
Kisugu Primary School and Kam-
pala Primary School Head teach-
ers Association chairperson, ap-
pealed for government support.

He said to maintain social dis-
tancing in a school set up, they 
will require more teachers who 
they don’t have now.

“This is an added cost. We 
are going to have 15 children in 

every classroom. My Primary 
Seven class has 110 candidates. 
It means I need eight classrooms 
for only one class and eight 
teachers. These teachers need 
allowances for travel and hous-
ing. You need a secretary, a bur-
sar, cleaner, cooks, guards and 
bursars. The children will be few 
and their fees cannot pay for all 
these demands. It is worse in pri-
vate schools,” Jjuuko said.

The chairperson National Pri-
vate Schools Association,  John 
Bosco Mujjumba, said while 
they appreciate the parents’ 
concerns, there is no guarantee 
that the virus is going away soon.

He called upon government 
to relieve parents by paying the 
Uganda National Examinations 
Board (Uneb) fees to enable eve-
ry learner sit the examinations. 
Uneb charges Shs34, 000 for 
every Primary Seven candidate, 
Shs164, 000 for Senior Four stu-
dents and Shs186,000 for Senior 
Six candidates.

“Uneb will be asking us to pay 
for our children. Parents don’t 
have money. Some lost jobs and 
have been at home. Children in 
private schools are also govern-
ment children. The government 
should intervene. It will be dif-
ficult asking children to pay for 

these exams when they don’t 
have the money,” Mujjumba 
said.

Filbert Baguma, the Uganda 
National Teachers’ Union sec-
retary, said government has not 
sensitised the parents on what 
to expect when schools reopen, 
which is likely to scare them 
away from sending their chil-
dren to school.

President Museveni warned 
business owners on Sunday 
that those who fail to follow the 
standard operating procedures 
and their clients will contract 
the virus. He added that such 
a trend will scare away people 
and automatically paralyse busi-
ness.

Uganda releases new calendar for schools

Britain continues to have the high-
est number of cumulative deaths in 
Europe, at nearly 42,000 since the be-
ginning of the pandemic.

reported cases and 55% of deaths in the world. The 
clear drop in new deaths in the region was driven 
mainly by decreases in Colombia, Mexico, Ecuador 
and Bolivia.

The US, the world’s worst-hit country, and Brazil, 
the second-worst, continued to report the highest 
number of deaths, each reporting more than 5,000 
new deaths in the past week.

money, prison sentence of not more than 10 years and less than five years.
For companies, the penalties are huge; with the amount of money in the region of not more than 

one billion shillings and not less than Tsh 500m.
When I say this law is for everyone, my consideration on that section that gives the types of of-

fences that can put one into trouble. It ranges from drugs trafficking, illegal arms trade, sponsoring 
terrorism and forgery.

The above offence seems to be above the pay grade for ordinary citizens. But think about the 
following offences which also fall under the Anti Money Laundering Act.

If you are a taxi driver and you have allowed yourself to travel with a passenger who carries a 
lot of money without asking the origin of the money, you can be liable for the offence a helping 
the offender. 

If you own a house and you have rented to the person without having a contract with him/her, 
no picture and you have not informed the local authority about it, then you can be in trouble for 
money laundering.

The main issue here is to be aware of the law and its intricacies. We cannot all be lawyers or 
legal experts, but we can at least be aware of what we can do and what we cannot do with regard 
to money laundering.

Effects of Money Laundering
According to this year’s Account-

ability Report: Efficiency, Corruption 
and Embezzlement in the Public Sec-
tor which was done by the WAJIBU 
Institute of Public Accountability, 
every African country lose about one 
billion USD (Over 2.3 trillion Tsh) per 
year because of the illicit financial flow 
caused by money laundering.

The accountability report is re-
leased every year by the institution 
for the sole purpose of doing a critical 
analysis of issues raised by Controller 
and Auditor Report (CAG) which is 
presented to the parliament annually.

The amount, 2.3 trillion is a lot of 
money for a poor country like Tanza-
nia which has a lot of challenges which 
includes health, education and infra-
structure. If that amount were put to 
good use, it would help a lot in driving 
out poverty in many households in the 
country.

The latest findings of the CAG re-
port indicates two challenges that are 
persisting with regards to the proper 
functioning of the Anti Money Laun-
dering Law. The challenges are lack of 
strategic plan to implement the 2006 
and the lack of coordination and man-
agement among key players on the is-
sue in economic institutions.

The lack of strategic plan is critical 
because it gives flexibility to the law 
with regards to unseen changes in 
both local and global context, consid-
ering that the crime has a global out-
look.
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Circular economy: Moving Africa towards environmental sustainability
BY REQUIER WAIT

F
or Africa, the impact of COV-
ID-19 has made thinking about 
the future more important 
than ever. Recent analysis by 

the African Futures and Innovation 
team at the Institute for Security Stud-
ies forecasts that the pandemic is set 
to undo several years of development 
progress on the continent. At the same 
time, COVID-19 has raised questions 
about how prepared we are for future 
disasters, especially those linked to cli-
mate change.

Although we cannot predict the fu-
ture, current societal, environmental 
and economic trends can be used to 
anticipate scenarios and decide what 
action is needed now to achieve our 
desired outcomes. For Africa, an im-
portant question is how to recover 
from COVID-19 while enhancing envi-
ronmental sustainability.

The concept of a circular economy 
is a good starting point. A circular 
economy presents a shift away from 
the current linear take-make-waste 
extractive systems by designing waste 
out of the process. Products and mate-
rials are recycled, helping to conserve 
the environment and the planet’s fi-
nite resources.

A number of avenues can be fol-
lowed to shift towards a more sustain-
able and circular economy. Electric-
ity, agriculture, urban infrastructure 
including transportation, plastics, 
manufacturing and textiles are a few 
examples that present economic op-
portunities in a circular economy.

The circular economy is a shift away 
from our current linear take-make-
waste extractive systems

Many existing initiatives are aimed 
at moving to the circular economy in 
Africa. For instance, the Switch Africa 
Green Programme promotes the use 
of biogas technology, E-waste manage-
ment, organic agriculture, green man-
ufacturing and eco-industrial parks. 
Partner countries include Burkina 
Faso, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Mauri-
tius, South Africa and Uganda.

In Ghana, a Waste Recovery Plat-

form connects stakeholders and facili-
tates partnerships to administer waste 
management data and reduce policy 
implementation gaps. As an example 
of initiatives on the funding side, the 
African Development Bank is estab-
lishing the Africa Circular Economy 
Facility to support circular economy 
practices in member countries.

Greater use of renewable energy 
can help move away from carbon-
intensive power sources to create 
low-carbon economies. Modelling by 
BP estimates that Africa’s electricity 
demand will more than triple by 2050, 
and renewables are expected to have 
the largest share of the generation mix 
at 67%.

The fusion of agriculture and solar 
energy generation could boost sus-
tainable development. For example 
elevated solar photovoltaic panels are 
used to shelter crops planted beneath, 
referred to as agrophotovoltaic or 
APV projects. This can increase yields 
while conserving the land space used 
for solar panels in confined urban 
spaces.

BEIJING

C
hinese President Xi Jinping on Tuesday chart-
ed a course for the world to confront the COV-
ID-19 crisis and meet more challenges in the 
future while addressing the general debate of 

the 75th session of the United Nations (UN) General As-
sembly.

The general debate was held virtually for the first time 
in the world body’s 75-year-long history due to the coro-
navirus pandemic.

ENHANCE SOLIDARITY
Noting that COVID-19 has ravaged the world and kept 

resurging, Xi said countries should put people and life 
first and enhance solidarity.

“COVID-19 reminds us that we are living in an intercon-
nected global village with a common stake,” he said.

“This is why we should embrace the vision of a com-
munity with a shared future in which everyone is bound 

together,” Xi said, calling on countries to see each other 
as members of the same big family, pursue win-win co-
operation, rise above ideological disputes and not to fall 
into the trap of “clash of civilizations.”

“We should respect a country’s independent choice of 
development path and model,” he said.

No country can gain from others’ difficulties or main-
tain stability by taking advantages of others’ troubles, Xi 
said.

He added that any attempt of politicizing the pandem-
ic or stigmatization must be rejected, saying countries 
should show concern for and accommodate the need of 
developing countries, especially African countries.

Xi’s remarks once again show that solidarity and co-
operation is the most powerful weapon in the face of 
COVID-19, said Ruan Zongze, executive vice president of 
the China Institute of International Studies.

PURSUE BALANCED DEVELOPMENT
In his statement, Xi said the economic globalization is 

The AFDB is establishing the Africa 
Circular Economy Facility to support 
circular economy practices

Small-scale farmers could use this 
approach while offering the potential 
of mini-grids and electricity access for 
rural communities. Overall, the adop-
tion of more sustainable farming prac-
tices together with a reduction in food 
waste could not only help conserve 
water, but also sustain the productiv-
ity of agricultural land.

With Africa’s growing population 
and rapid urbanisation, urban plan-
ners should design systems for resil-
ient and resource-efficient cities. Cir-
cular systems can help reduce rising 
levels of municipal waste, with better 
management having positive impacts 
for the environment, health and urban 
economies. For example, designing 
economic activities around the recov-
ery of resources, reuse and recycling 
could help create jobs for rising urban 
populations.

The United Nations Industrial Devel-
opment Organization identifies both 

challenges and opportunities from the 
circular economy. For Africa, the risk 
is that circular economy practices in 
high-income countries could reduce 
the demand for natural resource im-
ports from the continent. Adopting 
circular economy standards may also 
prove difficult from an import regula-
tion point of view.

Yet, with growing populations in 
much of Asia, if not in Europe and 
North America, there will be greater 
demand for food, inputs, water and 
energy. Planning for and investing in 
circular economy systems today could 
help Africa meet this rising need while 
also curtailing resource depletion and 
climate change.

The fusion of agriculture and solar 
energy generation could boost sus-
tainable development

In preparing for future disasters, 
a recent study on the ecology and 
economics for pandemic prevention 
highlights the importance of investing 
in the protection of tropical forests. 
These forest boundaries are a launch-

Africa faces 
economic and 
climate change 
related risks, 
and the circular 
economy can help 
reduce both. File 
photo

pad for zoonotic viruses, like COVID-19 and Ebola, which 
jump from animals to humans.

When the clearing of forests results in more than 25% of 
the forest cover being lost, the likelihood of contact between 
wildlife, humans and their livestock increases. Protecting 
tropical forests could help curb the spread of zoonotic virus-
es. And the cost of investments to prevent future pandemics 
could be far lower than the cost of managing them.

The Congo Basin – which is the second largest tropical 
rainforest in the world – lost approximately 16.6 million hec-
tares of forest between 2000 and 2014, according to a study 
by the University of Maryland. Industrial logging, demand 
for wood fuel and agriculture place this forest under increas-
ing pressure.

Protecting this resource with circular economy practices 
could go a long way to combating future pandemics while at 
the same time sustaining a forest that helps lower global car-
bon emissions. Here the example of combining solar energy 
and agriculture could be one way to reduce the demand for 
wood fuel while increasing sustainability.

A circular economy can support Africa’s economic devel-
opment, enhance sustainability and help curb future health 
problems. It requires collaboration between government, 
business and consumers. It may not be a silver bullet for 
development but can certainly make Africa more resilient 
to future threats.

					     Agencies 
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an indisputable reality and a historical trend.
“The world will never return to isolation, and no one 

can sever the ties between countries,” he said.
Xi called for full and balanced development that de-

livers benefit to people from all countries, sectors and 
backgrounds in an equitable way.

He also called on countries to pursue open and in-
clusive development, remain committed to building an 
open world economy, and uphold the multilateral trad-
ing regime with the World Trade Organization as the cor-
nerstone.

“We should say no to unilateralism and protectionism, 
and work to ensure the stable and smooth functioning of 
global industrial and supply chains,” said the president.

The pandemic reminds the world the humankind 
should launch a green revolution and move faster to cre-
ate a green way of development and life, Xi said.

He called on countries to pursue innovative, coordinat-
ed, green and open development for all, seize the histor-
ic opportunities presented by the new round of scientific 
and technological revolution and industrial transforma-
tion, and achieve a green recovery of the world economy 
in the post-COVID era.

China will scale up its Intended Nationally Determined 
Contributions by adopting more vigorous policies and 
measures, said Xi, adding that China aims to have CO2 
emissions peak before 2030 and achieve carbon neutral-
ity before 2060.

“China’s commitment to promoting an open world 
economy represents the historical trend of globalization 
and the general direction of world development, which 
speaks volumes about China’s sense of responsibility as 
a major country,” said Gao Fei, a professor at China For-
eign Affairs University.

Xi charts course for world to meet 
challenges amid COVID-19

STAY TRUE TO MULTILATERALISM

COVID-19 is not only a major test of the governance 
capacity of countries but also a test of the global govern-
ance system.

“We should stay true to multilateralism and safeguard 
the international system with the UN at its core,” said Xi.

He said global governance should be based on the 
principle of extensive consultation, joint cooperation 
and shared benefits so as to ensure that all countries en-
joy equal rights and opportunities and follow the same 
rules.

The global governance system should adapt itself to 
evolving global political and economic dynamics, meet 
global challenges and embrace the underlying trend of 
peace, development and win-win cooperation, said Xi.

Competition between countries should be positive 
and healthy in nature, and should not breach the moral 
standard, Xi said. He called on major countries to pro-
vide more global public goods, take up their due respon-
sibilities and live up to people’s expectations.

“We have no intention to fight either a Cold War or a 
hot war with any country,” said Xi, adding that China 
will continue to narrow differences and resolve disputes 
with others through dialogue and negotiation.

In contrast, the act of certain countries seeking to pro-
voke conflicts goes against the trend of history, Ruan 
said.

Instead of shying away from problems facing human-
ity, China is actively promoting a new type of better and 
balanced globalization, and contributing a “China plan” 
to achieving sustainable development for all UN member 
states, he said.

					     Xinhua

Chinese President Xi Jinping addresses the general debate of the 75th session of the United Nations General Assembly 
via video on Tuesday. Xinhua
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By Francis Kajubi

I
NTER Bank Foreign Exchange Mar-
keting decreased from U$126.4 mil-
lion last year to only U$41.4 million 
this year, Bank of Tanzania has said. 

In its Monthly Economic Review for Au-
gust, BoT said the falling volumes were a re-
sult of a number of factors although agricul-
tural commodities and tourism performed 
positively into the IFEM by July this year.

The central bank said that though com-
modity exports and tourists visits contrib-
uted significantly to the IFEM during the 
period, export proceeds from gold and 
cross-border trade also played a role.

“The Bank of Tanzania participated in the 
market by selling U$28.2 million, accounting 
for 68.1 percent of total transactions,” the 
report stated adding that non-traditional 
exports improved to U$4.88 billion during 
the period from U$3.68 billion in the corre-
sponding period in 2019, mostly driven by 
minerals particularly gold and horticultural 
products. 

Export of gold accounted for 56 percent 
of non-traditional exports, and grew by 52.8 
percent to U$2.729 billion, on account of vol-
ume price effects at the world market. Ac-
cording to the report, exports of traditional 

Interbank forex exchange 
slowdown in first half of 2020

Bank of Tanzania governor, Professor Florens Luoga. 

NAIROBI 

Visa announces its partnership with She Leads Africa, a platform that con-
nects female entrepreneurs with the right information and tools that they need 
to create thriving businesses in their communities. 

This partnership forms part of Visa’s ‘Where you Shop Matters’ initiative 
which was launched in June. It is an initiative that aims to champion and enable 
entrepreneurs across Africa while encouraging consumers to support small 
businesses by shopping local.

Women are the backbone of African economies, and according to The Glob-
al Entrepreneurship Monitor Women’s Entrepreneurship Report 2018/2019, 
the highest rates the total entrepreneurial activity for women are found in 
Sub-Saharan Africa (21.8%). Although women are involved in entrepreneurial 
activity, women in Sub-Saharan Africa tend to face a much higher likelihood of 
business discontinuance than men.

Through the She Leads Africa Spotlight series, Visa will provide a platform 
for successful female entrepreneurs, with incredible stories, who will share 
their business journeys, especially by transitioning to digital channels, in a bid 
to inspire and help upcoming entrepreneurs spread across Africa.  The part-
nership also includes a This is how I did it series which features digital mar-
keting experts that will provide women with the tools to advance their digital 
businesses.

Visa’s initiative is helping to support small businesses through the Visa Small 
Business Hub, a merchant platform providing tools and information on how to 
start, run and grow small businesses. The platform also features leading mer-
chants who embody the passion and highlights the entrepreneurship journey 
of small businesses across the continent.

Corine Mbiaketcha, Visa General Manager for East Africa shares, “our part-
nership with She Leads Africa, will enable us to engage over 700,000 female 
entrepreneurs across Africa through digital channels and direct engagements 
with female owned businesses.” She also expresses Visa’s commitment to-
wards supporting female entrepreneurs, especially with the current economic 
realities, and the need for more collaborations within the ecosystem to drive 
economic recovery. 

Afua Osei, Co-Founder of She Leads Africa shares, “we are so grateful for the 
opportunity to collaborate with Visa to support the incredible women in our 
community with learning and growth opportunities. Our community is pas-
sionate and committed to making an impact with their businesses and part-
nering with Visa enables us to share resources that will help them take it to the 
next level.”

Visa and She Leads Africa partnership 
will empower female entrepreneurs

By The Banker Reporter

THE annual ‘Kilimo Viwanda’ Serengeti Brewer-
ies Limited Scholarship Program will now benefit 
70 students countrywide from 40 who got funding 
last year thanks to the brewer’s decision to increase 
recipients.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam during the launch of 
this year’s scholarships, SBL’s Managing Director, 
Mark Ocitti said that under this year’s ‘Kilimo Viwan-
da’ Scholarship program, the brewer ‘s aim is to sup-
port government efforts in building capacity of local 
farmers through training of experts in agriculture.

Ocitti explained that SBL has set aside 120m/- 
which will be shared every year among the 70 ben-
eficiaries who are students from farming communi-
ties across the country with economically struggling 
backgrounds.

“In implementing this program, we are partnering 
with four local colleges which are offering agricul-
ture courses to the beneficiaries. We believe this pro-
gram will go a long way in strengthening the existing 
pool of skilled agriculture personnel in the country 
which is necessary to help smallholder farmers in-
crease their productivity and ultimately their in-
comes,” Ocitti said.

He pointed out that with their partner colleges: 
Coast based Kaole Wazazi College of Agriculture, 
Kilacha Agriculture and Livestock Training Centre 
in Kilimanjaro, Saint Maria Goretti College of Ag-
riculture in Iringa and Igabiro Training Institute of 
Agriculture in Kagera region, they hope to help state 
efforts to commercialise agriculture.

The SBL chief further noted that farmers need 
extension services because many of them lack ad-
equate knowledge on good farm management skills 
such as correct land preparation, timely planting, 
pest and diseases and their control, timely weed con-
trol, knowledge on nutrient deficiency symptoms, 
hence need expert advice.

In a vote of thanks, Kilacha Agriculture and Live-

SBL’s Kilimo Viwanda scholarship beneficiaries reach 70

Serengeti Breweries Limited’s managing director, Mark Ocitti briefs journalists in Dar es 
Salaam mid this week on this year’s ‘Kilimo-Viwanda’ Scholarship Program. He is accom-
panied by Kilacha Agriculture and Livestock Training Centre’s rector, Benito Mwenda.  
Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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In another twist, the South African Bitcoin trading 
company under investigation by the Financial Services 
Conduct Authority (FSCA) and on the radar of other in-
ternational financial regulatory entities has had its entire 
transaction history exposed on the dark web.

Mirror Trading International (MTI) is a South African 
Bitcoin trading company, which has been under the 
microscope since January this year for being a “get-rich-
quick” scheme. In July MTI’s broker, FXChoice, issued a 
statement saying it had blocked the company’s trading 
account because “our research leads to the realisation 
that MTI is a multi-level marketing pool that claims high 
returns from trading forex for their members using arti-
ficial intelligence software. 

Additionally, MTI uses a very aggressive multi-level 

marketing campaign with high rewards to get new in-
vestors into the pool. Due to this new information, we 
blocked MTI’s account on 10 June. This was when the last 
trade was closed. We requested additional documents 
from MTI to confirm the source of their funds. We are 
still waiting.”

On 7 July, Texas State Securities Board issued a cease 
and desist order against the company for operating a 
multi-level marketing or pyramid scheme. Around the 
same time, the Canadian authority Authorité des Mar-
chés Financiers (AMF) added MTI to its warning list of 
websites and companies that solicit investors illegally. 

Then on 18 August, the South African Financial Servic-
es Conduct Authority (FSCA) issued a statement saying 
it was investigating MTI as it did not have the requisite 
financial service provider licence, but the “FSCA has a 
much greater concern about the activities of the com-

pany. MTI claims to have more than R2.9bn (at current 
conversion rates) in clients’ funds in trading accounts, 
but we have not been able to conclusively confirm that 
the funds exist.”

According to a report by MyBroadband, a hacking 
group calling itself Anonymous ZA exposed the vulner-
ability of the platform by accessing investor information 
through its member’s portal mymticlub.com without 
needing to hack the system.

“Using this weakness, it was able to glean detailed in-
formation about MTI’s system and see the full names, 
usernames, e-mail addresses, Bitcoin balances, and earn-
ings linked to every account. Anonymous ZA then pub-
lished an anonymised copy of the data, which was cur-
rent as of 14 September 2020, on a dark web site called 
MTILeaks,” MyBroadBand reported.

“[The] MTI database shows the company has handled 

over 22,984 Bitcoin in member deposits, amounting to 
over R4bn.“The data shows that members have with-
drawn nearly 15,653 Bitcoin (close to R2.9bn), which 
means the scheme should still have at least 7,331 Bitcoin 
(over R1.3bn) of members’ capital in its accounts.

“However, the data also shows that the scheme has al-
located almost 9,916 Bitcoin (over R1.8bn) to members in 
interest and bonuses.“This means that MTI must have a 
minimum of 17,247 Bitcoin (over R3.1bn) to cover the re-
maining deposits and earnings of all members who have 
not yet been withdrawn from the scheme,” the report 
said.

When initially asked by MyBroadBand whether the 
company had enough liquidity to cover its obilgations, 
MTI CEO Johann Steynberg did not respond. In a subse-
quent statement, MTI declined to comment.

SA Bitcoin trading firm under investigations

goods namely cotton, sisal, cashew nuts, 
coffee, tea, tobacco and cloves doubled 
to U$1.02 billion in the same period from 
U$503.3 million in 2019. The increase 
was manifested by exports of cashew 
nuts, cotton, cloves and sisal.

“The shilling remained stable against 
the US dollar, trading at an average of 
2,308.96/- per dollar from   2,300.42/- it 
traded last year. On annual basis, the shil-
ling marginal depreciation is translated 
to 0.4 per US dollar of the U$2,300.42 in 
July 2019,” the BoT report stated.

Meanwhile, the central bank said 
headline inflation fell to 3.2 percent in 
the quarter ending June 2020 compared 
to 3.6 percent in registered in the pre-
ceding quarter and 3.5 percent in the 
corresponding quarter in 2019.

The BoT attributed the reduction to 
a slowdown in prices of some non-food 
items, particularly petroleum prod-
ucts. Consumer price index inflation 
remained subdued and below the coun-
try’s medium-term target of five percent.

The report further clarified that in the 
East African Community region, twelve-
month headline inflation averaged 5.8 
percent compared with 2.1 percent in 
the corresponding quarter in 2019.

stock Training Centre’s Principal, Benito 
Mwenda said the role of skilled agriculture 
personnel such as extension officers is key 
in transforming the country’s agricultural 
sector from its current subsistence produc-
tion into large scale commercial produc-
tion. 

“Agricultural extension officers are im-
portant in our agriculture and what SBL has 
done is commendable. Adoption of good 
agricultural practices and intensive provi-
sion of extension services to farmers have 
consistently demonstrated high rates of re-
turn in various countries,” Mwenda stated.

Since its establishment in 2002, SBL’s 

business has grown its portfolio of brands 
year on year and gained further momen-
tum after acquisition by EABL/Diageo in 
2010 which has seen increased investment 
in international quality standards and new 
brands.

SBL Brands have been receiving multiple 
international awards and include Serengeti 
Premium Lager, Serengeti Lite, Pilsner La-
ger, Pilsner King, Tusker Lager, Tusker Lite, 
Kibo Gold, Guinness stout and Senator. The 
company is also home to world’s renowned 
spirits such as Johnnie Walker Whisky, 
Smirnoff Vodka, Gordon’s Gin, Captain 
Morgan Rum and Baileys Irish Cream.
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By The Banker Reporter

S
ENSITIZATION of 
customers on the 
basics of financial 
services is an important 

investment because it enables 
one to use banking products 
such as loans productively.

Temeke District Commissioner, 
Godwin Gondwe said in Dar es 
Salaam last week while officiating 
at an NBM Bank Plc sponsored 
meeting of the district’s civil 
servants that the bank has been 
an important ally of the state.

Gondwe said NMB’s 
investments in financial basics 
sensitization and community 
service investments are 
important both to individuals 
and the government. “Since 
my days as Handeni District 
Commissioner, NMB has 
been a trusted partner to the 
government through its support 
to community services. You 
are truly investing in people’s 
hearts,” Gondwe said.

He paid tribute to the bank’s 
management and board of 
directors for continuing to 
perform well hence dominating 
the market as the most profitable 
bank. “You have supported 
government efforts to improve 
education and health services 
which is an investment that 
remains for a long time in the 
hearts of students,” he added.

The Temeke DC however 
urged the bank’s leadership 
to continue supporting his 
district saying following the 
government’s decision to 

Temeke DC commends NMB 
for customer sensitisation 
on financial services 
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Angel investors and government-led 
investment funds can provide a finan-
cial lifeline to small and medium-sized 
enterprises that might otherwise have 
gone out of business during the Covid-19 
pandemic, according to the head of the 
World Business Angels Investment Fo-
rum.

Instead of injecting money through 
bailouts, governments should set up 
“smart investment funds in cooperation 
with angel investors” to provide financ-
ing for struggling SMEs, Baybars Altun-
tas, executive chairman of the Istanbul-
based organisation, said.

“Governments can develop an ac-
creditation system for qualified angel 
investors and invite entrepreneurs to 
pitch their ideas before them,” he said 
during an online panel discussion at the 
Mena Innovation Technology Transfer 
(MITT) Summit on Tuesday. SMEs, the 
lifeblood of most national economies, 
have experienced outsized risk during 
the pandemic.

An analysis on a sample of 17 coun-
tries by the International Monetary 
Fund suggests that SME bankruptcies 
could rise to 12 per cent in 2020 – from 
four per cent before the pandemic 
hit – in the absence of policy support. 
More than a quarter of such businesses 
temporarily closed their doors in the 
first five months of the year due to lost 
cashflow amid the Covid-19 pandemic, 
according to a survey by Facebook, the 
World Bank and the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment.

Organised by the Sharjah Research 
Technology and Innovation Park, the 

first edition of the MITT Summit con-
vened more than 70 speakers and 
5,000 participants. Participants in-
clude global investors, government 
and private sector representatives and 
other stakeholders. Industry experts 
appealed to policymakers to expedite 
the process of digital inclusion to deal 
with the economic fallout from the vi-
rus.

“Digital inclusion comes way be-
fore financial, educational or health 
inclusion. There are nearly 2 billion 
unbanked people, we don’t know how 
they are accessing online education or 
health services,” said Mr Altuntas.

Despite acute economic strain, the 
pandemic has also created opportuni-
ties for entrepreneurs, start-ups and 
creative thinkers, according to speak-
ers at the summit. 

“The Covid-19 pandemic has shown 
that our societies are not as resilient as 
we thought,” Sohaila Ouffata, director 
of platform at BMW i Ventures, said.

Covid-19 has changed mobility pat-
terns but at the same time, more mon-
ey and technologies have been pooled 
into the transformation of the urban 
environment, she said.

 “This is an opportunity in itself … we 
are seeing smart city ecosystem trends 
picking up fast,” said Ms Ouffata, who 
predicted that shared mobility services 
will be badly hit but that it could spur 
innovation in the used car market.

“In countries like the US, where un-
employment rates are rising above the 
roof, many people cannot afford to buy 
new cars … they will prefer used cars. 
This will led to new business models 
around used car ownership in such 
markets,” Ms Ouffata said.

Angel investors can be a lifeline for 
struggling SMEs, Sharjah summit hears

provide free education for 
all up to secondary level 
has overwhelmed existing 
facilities hence needs more 
investments. “We still face 
challenges with classroom 
shortages, desks and other 
facilities to ensure that pupils 
and students have better 
learning environments,” 
Gondwe noted. Briefing the 
DC at the breakfast meeting, 
NMB’s Head of Retail 
Banking, Omary Mtiga said 
the bank’s corporate social 

responsibility plan is backed 
by one percent of net profit 
made annually. Mtiga said 
so far this year, over 900m/- 
of the allocated over 1bn/- 
has been spent on various 
community initiatives.

He called upon Temeke 
Municipality’s heads of 
departments and sections 
to make better use of the 
financial literacy training to 
access the bank’s services 
and products naming some 
of them as Bancassurance, 

mortgage loans, NMB Digital 
and NMB Mobile services. 
“We also have on offer pre-
paid cards, credit cards, 
individual loans, agribusiness 
loans and many more, so 
come talk to us,” he added.

The bank’s Dar es Salaam 
and Zanzibar Zone Manager, 
Donatus Richard presented 
to DC Gondwe 20 chairs 
and a similar number of 
tables worth 5m/- for use by 
teachers at Twiga Primary 
School in the district.

By Correspondent 
Joseph Mchekadona

MANUFACTURERS have 
been invited to submit 
their applications to take 
part in this year’s Presi-
dents Manufactures of the 
Year Awards which will be 
held in November this year.

Confederation of Tan-
zania Industries Executive 
Director, Leodegar Tenga 
said in Dar es Salaam this 
week that this year’s wards 
have an objective of recog-
nizing companies engaged 
in production of quality 
goods and services which 
feed the local market.

Tenga said the awards 
help local manufacturers 
to be recognized, catapult-
ing growth of their busi-
nesses hence increasing 

CTI lures manufacturers 
to join PMAYA awards

Confederation of Tanzania Industries executive director, Leodgar Tenga speaking in Dar es Salaam mid this week. Photo courtesy 
of CTI.  

NAIROBI

The Treasury has raised domestic borrowing goal for the current financial 
year, which started in July, by Sh29.72 billion on fears of a deeper shortfall in tax 
receipts than earlier projected.

Treasury secretary Ukur Yatani said in a gazette notice last Friday the Treas-
ury would target Sh524.69 billion fresh debt from domestic investors, 6.0 per 
cent more than the Sh494.98 billion it had estimated at the beginning of the 
financial year in July.

This came after tax collections by the Kenya Revenue Authority (KRA) fell 
15.03 per cent, or Sh33.27 billion, in the first two months of this fiscal year to 
Sh188.08 billion on prolonged knock-on effects of the Covid-19 containment 
measures on economic activity.

Mr Yatani has this month cut total tax collection forecast for this financial 
year ending June 2021 by Sh91.2 billion to Sh1.42 trillion compared with his ear-
lier estimates of Sh1.51 trillion in June because of “persistent adverse effects of 
the Covid-19 pandemic” on economic activity. This will raise the budget deficit, 
largely bridged through borrowing, to 8.4 per cent from 7.5 per cent he had 
budgeted in June, according to the draft 2020 Budget Review and Outlook Pa-
per.

“A rise in the government’s borrowing requirements to finance the deficit will 
intensify financing risks arising from a high share of short-term Treasury bills 
and maturing external debt,” analysts at global credit rating agency Moody’s 
wrote in a September report on Kenya last week. “Given the flattening of the 
yield curve, we expect the government to continue to rely more on longer-term 
debt issuance rather than Treasury bills.”

The upward revision will push total domestic debt goal to nearly Sh786.65 bil-
lion from an earlier estimates of Sh756.93 billion, taking into account projected 
rollover of maturing debt. The Treasury plans to roll over Sh261.96 billion this 
financial year, 17.69 per cent growth over Sh222.58 billion redemptions in the 
year ended June 2020. Net domestic borrowing in July-August period amount-
ed to Sh121.67 billion, 80.13 per cent higher than the same period a year earlier.

Treasury raises debt 
target by Sh29.7bn 
on tax shortfall

We are asking all companies 
engaged in production of 
goods and services in the 
country from different 
sectors in all categories of 
large, medium and small 
industries to participate

Sohaila Ouffata, director of platform at BMW i Ventures. 

their brands visibility for products and 
services.

“We are asking all companies engaged 
in production of goods and services in the 
country from different sectors in all catego-
ries of large, medium and small industries 
to participate,” Tenga said adding that the 
prestigious event will be hosted by CTI 
patron, President John Pombe Magufuli 
whose government is focusing on industri-
alization of the economy.

The CTI chief executive stated that the 
annual competition is one of the best av-
enues for manufacturers to improve on the 
quality of their products and services and 
showcase to the public. “The focus now is 
to have many medium sized industries, this 
can be achieved if we encourage and sup-
port small scale companies join the race 
and offer job opportunities to many peo-
ple,” he said. The PMAYA awards are being 
for the 15th year and manufacturers have 
until mid October to submit their entries.

The PMAYA competition is an annual 
event that is organized by CTI to award out-

standing industries of the preceding year. 
These awards were first presented in 2005 
when CTI organised the first competition 
among its members countrywide.

PMAYA aims to recognize and appreci-
ate the industrial sector’s important role 
in Tanzania’s economic development pro-
cess. For the past 13 years now, CTI has 
been staging this most prestigious mem-
bers’ event covering all sectors of produc-
tion and services.

NMB’s Head of Consumer Banking, Omary Mtiga speaks during a breakfast meeting which 
the bank hosted for Temeke Municipal Council’s heads of departments and sections last week. 
Centre is Temeke DC, Godwin Gondwe. Photo courtesy of NMB. 
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By Dr Joe Masawe

It wasn’t so long ago that 
knowing the name of a bank tell-
er at the window was common-
place. The rise of mobile tech-
nology and the comfort most 
users have with digital banking 
has changed the way banking is 
done currently.

The use of digital technology 
in banking, or digital banking, 
has recently expanded rapidly, 
especially after the introduction 
of mobile phones. Digital bank-
ing can be defined as the process 
where products and services are 
delivered electronically and in-
volve high levels of process au-
tomation through desktops, mo-
bile phones or electronic cards 
used over Point of Sale (PoS) 
machines or Automatic Teller 
Machines (ATMs).

Digital banking has several ad-
vantages. It helps banks improve 
interaction with customers and 
deliver their needs more quickly, 
more efficiently, and more ac-

curately. It provides agility by 
speeding up both external and 
internal processes and has high-
er transactions security and low 
delivery costs.

According to Mackenzie Glob-
al Institute (MGI), widespread 
use of digital finance systems 
could boost annual gross domes-
tic product of all emerging econ-
omies by $3.7 trillion by 2025. 
This would come from reduction 
in face to face costs via digitiza-
tion, reduction of counterparty 
risk and bridging information 
asymmetry gaps, by using big 
data and block chain technology 
to produce credit scores that al-
low lenders to offer for example, 
unsecured credit. 

The think tank outlines fur-
ther that, raised productivity of 
financial and non-financial busi-
nesses and governments due to 
digitization could account for al-
most 66 percent of the increase 
in GDP, while the rest will come 
from increased financial inclu-
sion and more productive and 

Digitization as banking industry’s better way going forward
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The Islamic bond market has seen 
some improvement in recent months 
but its overall performance in 2020 
will remain weaker than last year, 
pulled back by a lack of issuance from 
corporate borrowers and central banks, 
the global head of Islamic Finance at 
S&P Global Ratings said.

“More recently, we have observed 
that there’s a window of opportunity 
that opened in the market, with 
investors’ risk appetite improving 
again,” Mohamed Damak told S&P’s 
Islamic finance conference held online 
on Tuesday. “Yet overall, I think the 
market will be down compared to 
2019.”

Although sovereigns, banks and 
multilateral lenders may issue more 
sukuk in foreign currencies, corporate 
borrowers have remained on the 
sidelines as they try to hold onto cash 
and reduce capital expenditure to ride 
out the economic downturn triggered 
by Covid-19, Mr Damak said. “Central 

banks are not issuing either as they are 
injecting money into the system rather 
than taking it out,” he added.

The ratings agency in July said sukuk 
issuance volumes had fallen 27 per 
cent on an annual basis in the first six 
months of this year. It expects overall 
issuance of Islamic bonds to reach 
around $100 billion (Dh367bn) for 
2020, which will be about 40 per cent 
lower than the $162bn recorded in 2019.

The $2.4 trillion Sharia-compliant 
finance industry, which grew an annual 
11.4 per cent in 2019, will also struggle to 
maintain the pace of growth in 2020, as 
core markets grapple with the impact 
of Covid-19 on their economies, he said.

“The macro picture has shifted with 
economies going into deep negative 
territories in core Islamic finance 
[markets], with the exception of 
Indonesia,” Mr Damak said. “Central 
banks have asked banks and financial 
institutions to support their corporate 
customers [and at the same time] 
opened up their [own] liquidity taps 
… and that has changed the picture 

Sukuk market to lag 2019 performance on lower corporate issuance

JOHANNESBURG 

Demand for Microsoft Teams 
shot up during lockdown, with the 
company reporting 44 million daily 
users in May – a 40% increase in 
demand over a period of months.

What’s driving this growth is the 
massive shift to remote work and 
education. It’s now become clear 
that the lockdown, far from being a 
temporary blip in the way we interact, 
is likely to become a permanent part of 
the way we do business.

But a far more profound change is 
underway in the financial services 
sector, says Amr Kamel, Microsoft 
general manager for Africa. “Microsoft 
Teams is a vital tool for millions 
of businesses around the world, 
something that has been accelerated 
by the Covid lockdown, but this is 
just part of the transformation we 
are involved in implementing in the 
financial services sector.

“For every organisation right now, 
these are unprecedented times. 
Businesses  of all sizes and entire 
industries will need to adjust to 
disruption and change, and the coming 
months will be pivotal for many. Many 
things may never be the same [when 
lockdown is lifted]. But one constant is 
the power of technology to help people 
and organisations adapt, reinvent and 
transform.

“Technology will be a key ally in 
rebooting enterprises.” Kamel calls 
it the “reimagine” mindset. It is 
astonishing how many businesses are 
adapting to online delivery and cloud 
technology, and nowhere is this more 
evident than in financial services.

Three phases
Kamel says there are three phases 

required for any coherent response to 
the pandemic: response, recovery and 
reimagination. “I think we are already 
through the response phase, and now 
well into recovery,” he says. Those 
businesses that survived this far will 
now be confronted with reimaging the 
way they do business in the future, and 
this goes far beyond remote meetings 
and online delivery – though these are 

How Microsoft is reshaping financial services

completely [for the industry].”
Governments and central banks 

have poured more than $11tn into 
the global economy in monetary and 
fiscal packages to support financial 
markets and minimise the impact 
of the pandemic. Nine months after 
the outbreak, the global economy is 
showing green shoots of recovery, 
but the infection rate is still on the 
rise in Europe, Africa, Asia and the 
Americas. However, despite economic 

headwinds, the long term prospects for 
the global Islamic finance market are 
still bright.

Leveraging the sukuk market’s 
alignment to environment, social and 
corporate governance (ESG) standards 
and the development of FinTech could 
provide catalysts for growth in the 
post Covid-19 world, Mr Damak said. 
Fellow panellists Ali Adnan Ibrahim, 
global head sustainability at Al Baraka 
Banking Group and Abdul Kadir 

Hussain, head of fixed income and asset management 
at Arqaam Capital, agreed.

Sukuk will increase in attractiveness as an 
investment through standardisation and could satisfy 
the greater demand for social and green financing 
instruments, they said. “The current environment is 
creating a unique opportunity for the Islamic finance 
industry to transform itself,” Mr Damak said.

Abdulla Al Awar, chief executive of Dubai Islamic 
Economy Development Centre, a body tasked with 
developing Dubai as a global hub of the Islamic 
economy, said there is huge potential for the growth 
of the sukuk market in the emirate.

In June, the Islamic Development Bank listed its 
$1.5bn sukuk on Nasdaq Dubai, and a month later 
ports operator DP World listed an instrument of the 
same size, indicating the potential for further growth 
of the sector.

DIEDC, which is developing a unified legal 
framework for the standardisation of Islamic finance 
in cooperation with IDB, is making progress on 
putting together a code that will create a “reference 
point for all jurisdictions.” “We are not reinventing 
the wheel” he said, adding that the intention is to 
take Islamic finance standards and develop them into 
something that can be “adopted by different markets 
and jurisdictions.”

a critical component in future survival.
“This pandemic has taught us that no 

business is 100% resilient, and those fortified 
by digital technology are more resilient and 
more capable of transforming when faced with 
structural changes in the marketplace,” says 
Kamel. Banks are paring back their bricks and 
mortar branches across the country, placing 
greater reliance on electronic delivery to service 
customers.

That trend was already in place before the 
lockdown but accelerated at unprecedented 
rates in the last few months. The traditional 
banking model is being challenged by largely 
digital banks, which have the advantage of 
starting a banking operation from scratch based 
on back office systems that can be scaled with 
ease. Traditional banks’ legacy systems will have 
to be overhauled to stay in this race and enrich 
the customer experience.

Unlike most other types of business, banks 
are under intense scrutiny from regulators 
at a time when many customers are under 
severe financial distress. This puts regulatory 
compliance and risk management front and 
centre of the banks’ supervisory obligations. 
Microsoft partnered with Standard Bank to 
allow the bank to scale its business on demand 
and roll out innovations as these are ready for 
launch.

Integration
One of the problems banks have faced when 

introducing new customer offerings in the past 
is the ability to integrate these into often clunky 
legacy systems. The partnership with Standard 
Bank involved migrating the bank’s customer 
experience to SAP Cloud Platform on Microsoft 
Azure, which is a cloud computing service for 
building, testing, deploying, and managing 
applications and services through Microsoft-
managed data centres.

“Standard Bank South Africa is moving its core 
SAP Cloud Platform services to Microsoft Azure 
to improve the experience customers have 
with the bank while enabling it to introduce 
new solutions to market more efficiently,” says 
Kamel. “By moving workloads to the cloud, 
Standard Bank will be able to access a range of 
features that it can deploy instantly and scale 
according to demand. This will result in cost 
reductions, improved system performance, and 
access to innovation.”

June 2020 saw Standard Bank Group host 
its 10th annual Africa Investors Conference 
as a virtual event, using a specially enhanced 
Microsoft Teams platform to host more than 2 
500 meetings over a period of five days. This is 
more than double the total number of meetings 
hosted by the bank in 2019, all made possible 
by the new virtual platform introduced by 
Microsoft. 

The number of investors registered for the 
conference increased by 78% and African 
corporate participation increased by 17%.

Amr Kamel (R), Microsoft general manager for Africa exchanging signed documents with Ade 
Ayeyemi - CEO, Ecobank Group.

unbanked. 
According to Financial Sector Deepen-

ing Trust (FSDT) Reports, Tanzania has 
recorded significant growth in the level 
of financial inclusion in the last decade 
by almost halving the level of financial 
exclusion between 2009 and 2017. The 
level of the financially excluded popu-
lation narrowed down to 28 percent in 
2017, from 55 percent in 2009. 

The banking sector continues to ex-
pand its efforts in ensuring that financial 
transactions of its customers become 
more and more digitized so as to take full 
advantage of the efficiency associated 
with digital technology. Currently, Tan-
zania Bankers Association, an umbrella 
organization of all banks and financial 
institutions operating in Tanzania, in col-
laboration with VISA are running a cam-
paign dubbed “Be smart, go cashless” 
to promote the use of electronic cards 
issued by banks to pay for goods and 
services at PoS like supermarkets, filling 
stations, hotels, restaurants etc. need to 
be praised. 

Electronic card payments provide 
consumers with a safe payment solution 
wherever they are, while at the same 

time, giving businesses a safe and cost ef-
fective way to accept payments. Recent 
data shows that out of 150,000 registered 
businesses only 20,000 accept electronic 
card payments, implying that the poten-
tial for growth of electronic card pay-
ments is huge.

The campaign also aims at discourag-
ing merchants from surcharging elec-
tronic card payments at PoS given that its 
benefits accrue to both the seller as well 
as the buyer. It is a partnership which 
provides a win-win situation for both 
sides.

It is important therefore for both con-
sumers, as well as businesses of all cat-
egories to embrace this new technology 
which is rapidly enhancing efficiency, 
improving security, reducing face to face 
cost, reducing counterparty risk and 
bridging information asymmetry gaps. 
Let us “BE SMART and GO CASHLESS.”

NB:
Dr Joe Masawe (pictured)  is Head 

of Research and Policy at Tanzania 
Bankers Association.

flexible hours of work arising from digitization. 
In Tanzania, digital banking has expanded rapidly 

mostly through the use mobile phone technology, but 
also through the expansion of internet banking and 
use of ATMs. The use of digital technology has enabled 
banks to record major success in broadening their ser-
vices to those who were prior to the use of digitization, 

LONDON 

The Bank of England played down the roll-out 
of negative interest rates to offset the damaging 
effects of Covid-19 and urged pundits not to read 
too much into the possibility of such a move, 
according to governor Andrew Bailey.

While Mr Bailey said the bank had “looked hard” 
at interest rate cuts and they are in the monetary 
policy toolbox, he stressed that last week’s policy 
statement was not a hint the BoE would implement 
negative rates.

Instead, any investigations in this area are more 
exploratory to see whether such a move can be 
implemented rather than a firm signal that they 
are coming, Mr Bailey told a webinar for the 
British Chambers of Commerce.

“It doesn’t imply anything about the possibility 
of us using negative instruments,” he said. “We 
have looked hard at the question of what the scope 
is to cut interest rates further and particularly 
negative rates.”

The BoE held interest rates at a record low of 
0.1 per cent last week, as Mr Bailey said it did not 
intend to tighten monetary policy until economic 
conditions improve. The UK regulator also left the 
size of its bond-buying programme unchanged at 
£745 billion ($966bn).

Mr Bailey said escalating Covid-19 coronavirus 
cases were “very unfortunate” and did “reinforce 
the downside risks” for the UK economy, and said 
the BoE would do everything it could to support 
the economy. His comments came shortly after 
the government urged people to work from 
home again if possible, reversing its drive to get 
employees back into workplaces.

The pound recouped losses after slipping to 
two-month lows against the dollar on Tuesday, 
recovering as much as 0.08 per cent to $1.2826 
against the dollar at 8.40am in London after sliding 
as low as $1.2714 earlier in the day, its lowest level 
since July 23.

“The UK government has told the public to work 
from home if possible and this has increased the 
virus fear among investors,” said Naeem Aslam, 
chief market analyst at London’s Avatrade. 

“What worries the investors most is if these 
targeted lockdowns remain ineffective and are 
then replaced by stronger measures, such as the 
national lockdowns we saw back in March this 
year.

BoE plays down 
negative interest 
rates to offset virus 
threat to UK economy

Global head of Islamic Finance at S&P Global Ratings, Mohamed Damak. 
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The World Health Organization’s 

director-general said on Monday its 
COVAX plan, the global program for 
the fair distribution of future vaccines, 
would ensure priority goes to those 
most at risk. 

Speaking at a WHO news conference 
on Monday, Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus said: “The overarching goal 
of the COVAX Facility is to ensure that 
all countries have access to vaccines 
at the same time, and that priority is 
given to those most at risk, including 
health workers, older people and oth-
ers at the highest risk.”

Tedros (pictured)  said that the plan 
will help bring the pandemic under 
control and stressed that the race for a 
vaccine is a global effort and not a con-
test that only the rich can win.

“The COVAX Facility enables gov-
ernments to spread the risk of vaccine 
development and ensure their popu-
lations can have early access to effec-

tive vaccines,” Tedros said.
“Even more importantly, the COVAX 

Facility is the mechanism that will en-
able a globally coordinated roll-out 
for the greatest possible impact. The 
COVAX Facility will help to bring the 
pandemic under control, save lives, 
accelerate the economic recovery and 
ensure that the race for vaccines is a 
collaboration, not a contest.”

He added: “The fastest route to end-
ing the pandemic and accelerating 
the global economic recovery is to 
ensure some people are vaccinated in 
all countries, not all people in some 
countries.”

The director-general said the aim is 
to have 2 billion doses of vaccine by 
the end of 2021.

There are some 200 vaccines for 
COVID-19 currently in clinical and pre-
clinical testing, according to the WHO.

Although the WHO is encouraged to 
see a large number of countries signed 
up to the COVAX Facility, Tedros ad-
mitted there are still challenges ahead.

“For the ACT Accelerator to work as planned, it must 
be funded. So far, US$3 billion has been invested. This has 
resulted in a very successful start-up phase, but it is only 
a tenth of the remaining US$35 billion needed for scale-
up and impact,” he said, pointing out that US$15 billion is 
needed to “maintain momentum and stay on track for our 
ambitious timelines”.

“Our challenge now is to take the tremendous promise of 
the ACT Accelerator and COVAX to scale,” Tedros said.

The director-general noted WHO estimates that “once an 
effective vaccine has been distributed, and international 
travel and trade is fully restored, the economic gains will 
far outweigh the $38 billion investment required for the 
ACT Accelerator”.

WHO chief stresses 
vaccine plan benefits

Putin says Russia 
must remain a strong 
presidential republic

LONDON / BRUSSELS

The European Union is deter-
mined to get a Brexit trade deal 
with Britain but will be firm and 
realistic with London after Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson decided to 
break the divorce agreement, EU 
chief negotiator Michel Barnier 
said yesterday.

The United Kingdom left the EU 
in January but remains a member 
in all but name until the end of 
the year, by which time it hopes 
to have clinched a free trade deal 
with the bloc.

Talks have snagged on fishing, 
state aid rules and how trade will 
flow to Northern Ireland, which 
will remain - under the 2020 di-
vorce treaty - in closer orbit to the 
EU than will the rest of the United 
Kingdom.

After Johnson introduced a bill 
that would override parts of the 
2020 accord, the EU demanded 

that he step back from the brink 
though parliament on Tuesday 
backed giving Johnson the powers 
to undercut it.

The bloc could take legal ac-
tion over the proposed breach 
of international law, though this 
could take years to resolve, and in 
the meantime EU diplomats say 
Brussels wants negotiations on its 
future relationship with Britain to 
continue.

On arrival in London before in-
formal talks with Britain, Barnier 
(pictured)  told Reuters when 
asked if he was optimistic about 
reaching a deal: “I am determined.” 

“We remain calm, respectful, 
realistic and firm,” Barnier said, 
though he declined to comment 
on the Internal Market Bill or on 
the odds of securing a trade deal.

Britain has said it hopes never 
to need to use proposed powers 
while the timetabling of the In-
ternal Market Bill in the British 

parliament means that it will take 
most of October and November to 
consider.

That means it will not be law ei-
ther before an EU end-of-Septem-
ber deadline to withdraw the plan, 
or Johnson’s Oct. 15 deadline for a 
deal with the EU.

“The timetable for the passage 
of the bill does provide a welcome 
space for constructive engage-

ment on the concerns raised by 
the UK,” a senior EU diplomat said.

“My understanding is that a de-
cision on possible EU legal action 
won’t be taken until early Octo-
ber,” the diplomat said.

Customs controls
Failure to reach a deal would 

create uncertainty over trade in 
everything from car parts and 
shellfish to data and Scotch whis-
ky, while spooking financial mar-
kets just as Europe’s economies 
grapple with a second wave of the 
COVID-19 outbreak.

British trucks could face delays 
of up to two days to enter Europe 
and queues of around 7,000 lor-
ries after Britain leaves the bloc at 
the end of this year, disrupting im-
ports and exports of crucial goods, 
the government has warned.

Michael Gove, the minister 
overseeing the Brexit talks, told 
the logistics and freight industry 

that truck drivers would face new 
customs controls and processes ir-
respective of whether a trade deal 
can be agreed between the two 
sides.

He said under the government’s 
reasonable worst case scenario, 
up to 70% of trucks travelling to 
the EU might not be ready for new 
border controls.

Britain says it is working hard to 
reach an agreement, but has stuck 
to its position that any deal must 
respect the country’s sovereignty.

The EU says because of Britain’s 
proximity to the bloc, London 
must agree to a so-called level 
playing field of fair competition 
guarantees.

Although the EU is holding a 
summit on Oct. 1-2, just after the 
deadline expires, the bloc’s lead-
ers will not consider next steps on 
relations with Britain until anoth-
er summit in mid-October.

		  Agencies

EU chief negotiator ‘determined’ to get Brexit deal but will be firm

US Supreme Court thwarts Trump plan to end ‘Dreamers’ immigrant programme
KUALA LUMPUR

Malaysian Prime Minister 
Muhyiddin Yassin yesterdayy said 
opposition leader Anwar Ibrahim 
needs to prove he had gathered the 
support of a majority of members of 
parliament, otherwise it would only 
be an allegation.

Anwar (pictured) needs to fol-
low the proper ways and processes 
stipulated by the constitution to 
prove he had indeed gathered the 
support of a majority of members of 
parliament (MPs), Muhyiddin said in 
a statement. 

“Until proven otherwise, the Peri-
katan Nasional government still 
stands firm and I am the legitimate 
Prime Minister,” he said, referring to 
his ruling coalition.

“I urge the people to remain calm 
to face this situation. This issue will 
be handled in good order in accord-
ance with the legal processes and 
federal constitution,” he said.

Earlier, Anwar, a former deputy 
prime minister and the leader of the 
opposition Pakatan Harapan coali-
tion, told a press conference that he 
has a “strong, formidable and con-
vincing majority” in the lower house 
of the parliament to establish a “sta-
ble” government.

But he declined to reveal how 
many members of the 222-seat low-
er house supported him, saying he is 
seeking an audience with Malaysia’s 
king Sultan Abdullah Sultan Ahmad 
Shah, who has the right to appoint a 
new prime minister.

The National Palace confirmed 

that Anwar had indeed been grant-
ed an audience with Sultan Abdul-
lah on Tuesday, but was postponed 
after the latter was admitted to the 
hospital, where he was still receiving 
treatment as of press time.

It added that the King advise the 
public to stay calm and take care of 

their personal health by abiding by 
the standard procedures because 
the country was still facing the threat 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, while 
urging all parties to prioritize the 
people’s wellbeing and the country.

Muhyiddin became prime minis-
ter in March, following the abrupt 
resignation of his predecessor Ma-
hathir Mohamad, which led to the 
collapse of the Pakatan Harapan 
government that had been in place 
since 2018. But Muhyiddin’s coali-
tion only command a slim majority 
in the lower house of parliament.

Anwar, 73, has had a tumultu-
ous political career over the past 
two decades. At first a rising star 
of Malaysian politics, he was jailed 
for sodomy and corruption after a 
feud with the government, spend-

ing nearly 10 years behind bars on 
charges that he and his supporters 
have described as a plot to destroy 
his political career.

But he was granted a royal pardon 
in 2018, as part of the deal with Ma-
hathir for him to succeed the pre-
miership.

According to Malaysia’s constitu-
tion, the King shall appoint a prime 
minister who in his judgement is 
likely to command the confidence of 
the majority of the members of the 
house.

The constitution also stipulates 
that if the prime minister ceases to 
command the majority, the prime 
minister shall tender the resignation 
of the cabinet unless at his request 
the King dissolves the parliament.

		  Agencies

In marking the 75th anniversary of 
the founding of the United Nations, 
Tedros said the WHO had three mes-
sages.

“First, the pandemic must motivate 
us to redouble our efforts to achieve 
the Sustainable Development Goals, 
not become an excuse for missing 
them. Second, we must prepare for 
the next pandemic now. And third, we 
must move heaven and earth to en-
sure equitable access to diagnostics, 
therapeutics and vaccines,” he said.

			   Agencies

WASHINGTON
The United States hit another grim 

milestone on Tuesday, becoming the 
first in the world to have reported more 
than 200,000 COVID-19 deaths.

As people across the country are 
mourning the losses, health experts have 
criticized the federal government’s han-
dling of the pandemic and urged officials 
to reflect on the failures as new chal-
lenges are ahead in fall and winter and 
the timetable for a coronavirus vaccine 
remains unclear.

RESPONSE UNDER CRITICISM
There have been 200,005 coronavirus 

deaths as of Tuesday noon, while the 
number of infections has exceeded 6.8 
million, according to a tally by Johns Hop-

kins University. Both numbers account 
for roughly one fifth of the global totals, 
while the U.S. population is equivalent to 
less than 5 percent of the world’s popula-
tion.  “The idea of 200,000 deaths is re-
ally very sobering and in some respects, 
stunning,” Anthony Fauci, director of 
the U.S. National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, told a virtual confer-
ence hosted by CNN on Tuesday.

Fauci, the country’s leading infectious 
diseases expert and a member of the 
White House coronavirus task force, 
refused to grade how the United States 
has handled the pandemic but said in-
stead the numbers speak for themselves. 
“Take a look at the numbers and make 
up your own mind,” he said. “We don’t 
need a soundbite from me. Take a look 

at the numbers.” Now the largest epicen-
ter of the public health crisis, the United 
States was not the first to have an out-
break. U.S. health authorities reported 
the first coronavirus case on Jan. 20 and 
the first death in late February.

However, for weeks and even months, 
top government officials had tried to 
play down the threat of the virus to the 
U.S. pubic and thus wasted valuable time 
for preparation and mobilization despite 
early and repeated warnings from the 
international community and health 
pundits. “This didn’t have to happen. 
Tens of thousands of deaths could have 
been prevented,” tweeted Tom Frieden, 
former director of the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

After a wider outbreak, the U.S. federal 

government took a series of measures 
against the spread of the coronavirus but 
met with criticism for being late or not 
strong enough. Its messaging on the pan-
demic had largely been dominated by 
politicians rather than scientists whom 
polls have showed Americans appear 
to trust more. For example, the White 
House didn’t endorse the use of masks 
against coronavirus until July, a measure 
that experts have agreed could help re-
duce infections and save more lives.

At times, the White House had tried 
to sideline or undercut its officials and 
scientists inclined to talk bluntly about 
the pandemic, while putting political 
pressure on health agencies and even 
interfered with their work, creating con-
fusion and damaging public trust. “Un-

fortunately we’ve seen scientists, public 
health officials and our government 
science agencies can be badly under-
mined,” tweeted Tom Inglesby, director 
of the Center for Health Security at the 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health. “We’ve witnessed scien-
tific recommendations get changed by a 
political process.”

Meanwhile, the White House has 
sought to deflect blame by engaging in 
wars of words with state officials and 
reshaping narratives of its response to 
the pandemic. That blame-shifting game 
has even gone beyond the borders. In 
July, the United States officially notified 
the World Health Organization (WHO) of 
its withdrawal from the specialized UN 
agency, a roundly criticized move that 

has put the global fight against the pan-
demic in danger.

According to a new 13-nation Pew Re-
search Center survey, a median of just 15 
percent say the United States has done 
a good job of dealing with the outbreak. 
In contrast, most have positive views on 
the WHO’s response, and in nearly all 
nations, people give their own country 
positive marks for handling the crisis, 
with the United States being a notable 
exception.

After peaks in summer that saw daily 
coronavirus cases as high as more than 
70,000 in the United States, the number 
of new infections a day has overall been 
on the decline, but in the past week there 
were still at least 33,000 diagnoses and 
hundreds of deaths in a single day. Sev

MOSCOW

Russian President Vladimir Putin is certain that the 
amendments to the Constitution must cement the basic 
foundations of national development for decades to come, 
and preserve Russia as a strong presidential republic, he 
said during the meeting with the senators yesterday. 

The president thanked the Federation Council members 
for their participation in preparation of the amendments 
to the basic law.

“The substance, the point of the constitutional innova-
tions is to cement the basic foundations of sustainable 
development of the nation for decades to come,” Putin 
(pictured) underscored.

He named “historic succession, moral values, reli-
able social guarantees, increased role of the civil society, 
strengthening and perfection of balance and equilibrium 
between all branches of power while preserving Russia as 
a strong presidential republic” among those foundations. 

“For example, the authority of both chambers of the 
parliament is significantly extended; the role of the State 
Duma in appointment of the government and the role of 
the Federation Council in appointment of security agen-
cies heads, Prosecutor General, his deputies and regional 
prosecutors is significantly increased,” Putin elaborated. 
In his opinion, those are “steps in a right direction.”

“The amendments to the constitution must ensure un-
conditional compliance with law and legal order, protec-
tion of the people’s interest, business and other freedoms,” 
the head of state concluded.		   Agencies

US firms can share China’s development dividends and are 
welcome to increase their investment in the country, China’s 
vice minister of commerce told US business representatives 
while urging their government to meet China halfway to 
maintain bilateral ties.

Wang Shouwen, China’s Vice Minister of Commerce and 
deputy international trade representative, made the remarks 
at an online symposium with board members of the US-Chi-
na Business Council on Tuesday. 

Executives from the headquarters of 15 US firms includ-
ing GM, Boeing, JPMorgan Chase and Qualcomm attended 
the meeting focusing on China-US trade ties, China’s current 
business environment and expanding opening-up, according 
to a statement on the Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM) web-
site on Wednesday.

China has been earnestly implementing the phase one 
trade deal with the US, in the face of the pandemic-inflicted 
challenges and the complexities of China-US trade relations, 
and strives to create a sound environment to facilitate prag-
matic cooperation between businesses from both countries, 
Wang told the symposium.

Such remarks stand in contrast with continuing hostility 
on the part of the Trump administration. 

Wang also reiterated China’s unswerving resolve to deepen 
reforms and expand its opening-up.

China strongly opposes US’ wrongdoings relating to issues 
concerning Taiwan and Xinjiang, he said.

The nation’s stable supply chains, strong resilience and the 
fundamentals of the economy’s long-term prospects remain 
unchanged, in extending olive branch to the US business 
community, the vice minister is quoted as saying in the state-
ment. 

Participating US business representatives congratulated 
China’s immense achievements in combating the pandemic 
and taking the lead in resuming work and production, said 
the statement. They also commended the China’s imple-
mentation of the phase one deal and were bullish about the 
growth potential of the Chinese market and expected a sta-
ble China-US relationship. 

The US business representatives also touched on topics re-
garding the opening of agricultural and services sectors, air 
transportation and medical collaboration, MOFCOM’s state-
ment said.  

				    Global Times

US firms welcome to increase their 
investment in China - MOFCOM 

US hits somber milestone of 200,000 COVID-19 deaths, challenges abound, vaccine timetable elusive
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BEIJING
China resolutely opposes the 

United States utilizing the podium of 
the United Nations to disregard facts, 
make lies, act out of ulterior political 
motives and blame and stigmatize 
China on a groundless basis, Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin 
said yesterday.

“Facts have proven once again that 
unilateralism and bullying practices 
are the most serious threats facing 
the world,” Wang said at a press brief-
ing in response to US leader’s remarks 
about China at the general debate of 
the 75th session of the UN General As-
sembly on Tuesday. 

“Lies can in no way replace truth. 
China’s COVID-19 response efforts 
are clearly recorded, and people will 
make fair judgments,” said Wang, 
adding China reported the epidemic, 
identified the pathogen and shared its 
genome sequence with the world all 
at the earliest possible time.

Wang said after confirming the 
human-to-human transmission of 
the novel coronavirus, China imme-
diately made the resolute decision to 
shut all exit routes from Wuhan, and 
imposed the most stringent controls 
on the exit routes from Wuhan and 
Hubei Province.

Furthermore, China’s customs au-
thorities promptly halted, in accor-
dance with the law, overseas travel 
by Chinese people belonging to four 
groups, namely confirmed cases, sus-
pected cases, close contacts with the 
former two and people with a fever, 

he added.
Wang pointed out when China 

closed the exit channels from Wu-
han on Jan 23, only nine confirmed 
cases were identified outside China, 
of which only one was in the United 
States.

On Jan 31, the United States sus-
pended direct flights to and from Chi-
na. When the United States closed its 
borders to all Chinese citizens on Feb 
2, only a dozen confirmed cases were 
reported in the United States, he said.

“China’s COVID-19 response efforts 
have been open and transparent with 
a clear timeline. The facts and figures 
are an open book for all to see,” said 
the spokesperson.

It is “utterly futile” for the United 
States to level groundless accusations 
against China concerning the pan-
demic in an attempt to shift blame for 
its mishandling of the virus onto oth-
ers, Wang said.

The United States’ arbitrary attacks 
on and withdrawal from the World 
Health Organization have jeopar-
dized global anti-epidemic coopera-
tion, which will bring harm to people 
around the world and see the Ameri-
can people incur a heavy cost, he 
added.

“It is imperative for the United 
States to cease its political manipu-
lations and put an end to labeling or 
politicizing the virus, and join the rest 
of the international community in this 
common fight, rather than scapegoat 
or smear others,” said Wang. 

			   Xinhua

Remarks by H.E. Xi Jinping Pres-
ident of the People’s Republic of 
China At the High-level Meeting to 
Commemorate the 75th Anniver-
sary of the United Nations

Mr. President,
Colleagues,
Seventy-five years ago, the people of 

the world, with strenuous struggle and 
tremendous sacrifice, won the great 
victory in the World Anti-Fascist War. 
It was indeed a victory for justice and 
a victory for the people.

Through the first half of the last 
century, mankind had suffered the 
scourge of two devastating wars 
that brought untold sufferings to the 
world. It was against such a backdrop 
that the United Nations (UN) came into 
being. Over the ensuing 75 years, this 
Organization has traveled an extraor-
dinary journey. A new chapter has 
thus opened for peace and develop-
ment in the world.

- The 75 years since the founding of 
the UN has seen dramatic progress in 
human society. We have experienced 
significant and across-the-board pro-
gress in science and technology and in 
industrial revolution. We are now em-
bracing a new round of even more ex-
tensive and substantial scientific and 
technological revolution and industri-
al transformation. Globally, social pro-
ductivity has been unprecedentedly 
unleashed and boosted. Mankind has 
never been so powerfully capable to 
overcome the difficulties we face and 
change the world we live in.

- The 75 years since the founding 
of the UN has witnessed profound 
changes in the international situation. 
A great many developing countries 
have gained national liberation and 
independence. Over a billion peo-
ple have walked out of poverty. And 
a population of several billion have 
embarked on a path toward moderni-
zation. These achievements have con-
siderably strengthened the force for 
peace and development in the world 
and transformed the international 
landscape in a most far-reaching way.

- The 75 years since the founding 
of the UN has been a period of rapid 
development of multilateralism. Prob-
lems facing the world are big and 
many, and global challenges are on the 
increase. They should and can only be 
resolved through dialogue and coop-
eration. International affairs ought to 
be addressed through consultation 
among us all. The understanding that 
we are all in the same boat is now a 
popular consensus in the global com-
munity.

After the storm comes the rainbow. 
The UN has stood one test after anoth-
er and emerged with renewed vigor 

and vitality. The UN embodies the as-
piration of the over seven billion peo-
ple for a better life, and the UN Charter 
remains an important guarantee for 
world peace and development.

Mr. President,
Major changes unseen in a century 

are taking place in our world. The 
sudden attack of COVID-19 is a grave 
test for the entire world. Mankind 
has entered a new era of intercon-
nectedness, with countries sharing 
intertwined interests and their future 
closely linked together. Global threats 
and global challenges require strong, 
global responses.

In the face of new realities and chal-
lenges, we must do some serious think-
ing: What kind of UN is needed for the 
world? How should the Organization 
play its role in the post-COVID era? Let 
me share some of my thoughts with 
you.

First, the UN must stand firm for 
justice. Mutual respect and equal-
ity among all countries, big or small, 
represents the progress of our times 
and is the foremost principle of the 
UN Charter. No country has the right 
to dominate global affairs, control the 
destiny of others, or keep advantages 
in development all to itself. Even less 
should one be allowed to do whatever 
it likes and be the hegemon, bully or 
boss of the world. Unilateralism is a 
dead end. All need to follow the ap-
proach of extensive consultation, joint 
contribution and shared benefits. All 
need to come together to uphold uni-
versal security, share the fruits of de-
velopment, and jointly decide on the 
future of the world. It is imperative 
that the representation and voice of 

developing countries be increased so 
that the UN could be more balanced in 
reflecting the interests and wishes of 
the majority of countries in the world.

Second, the UN must uphold the 
rule of law. The purposes and princi-
ples of the UN Charter are the funda-
mental guidelines for handling inter-
national relations. They constitute a 
cornerstone of stable international 
order and must be unswervingly kept 
and upheld. Relations among coun-
tries and coordination of their inter-
ests must only be based on rules and 
institutions; they must not be lorded 
over by those who wave a strong fist 
at others. Big countries should lead by 
example in advocating and upholding 
the international rule of law and in 
honoring their commitments. There 
must be no practice of exceptionalism 
or double standards. Nor should inter-
national law be distorted and used as 
a pretext to undermine other coun-
tries’ legitimate rights and interests or 
world peace and stability.

Third, the UN must promote cooper-
ation. To promote cooperation among 
countries is a founding mission of the 
UN and an important purpose spelt 
out in the UN Charter. Cold War men-
tality, ideological lines or zero-sum 
game are no solution to a country’s 
own problem, still less an answer to 
mankind’s common challenges. What 
we need to do is to replace conflict 
with dialogue, coercion with consulta-
tion and zero-sum with win-win. We 
need to pursue the common interests 
of all as we each work to safeguard our 
own interests. We need to expand the 
converging interests of all and build a 
big global family of harmony and co-
operation.

UN 75th anniversary: Victory for justice and victory for the people

Beijing slams US leader’s 
attack on China at UN forum

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin

Though some U.S. politicians 
are trying everything to contain 
the country’s development and 
hinder the exchanges between 
China and the U.S., China still 
chooses to stand on the right side 
of history, responding with calm-
ness, composure and confidence.

China, facing the world and fu-
ture, is determined to walk along 
the road of peaceful development 
and will resolutely safeguard 
world peace and promote com-
mon development ,just like Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping said in 
his New Year speech this year that 
“Human history, like a river, runs 
forever, witnessing both peaceful 
moments and great disturbances. 
We are not afraid of storms and 
dangers and barriers.”

The powerful strength gath-
ered by China when the country 

is sailing in rains and storms dem-
onstrates the country’s resolution 
and determination to safeguard 
its national sovereignty, security, 
and development interests, with 
its core national interests as the 
inviolable bottom line, as well as 
to protect international justice 
and equity. 

The current difficulties in Chi-
na-U.S. relations are completely 
created by the U.S. side. The latter 
aims to contain China’s develop-
ment, and is even doing every-
thing possible to achieve its goal. 
For some time, some American 
politicians have been continuous-
ly fabricating stories to slander 
China and tried to escalate their 
provocation against China, from 

smearing the Communist Party of 
China (CPC) and China’s political 
system to suppressing Chinese 
enterprises in the name of the 
so-called national security, and 
from arbitrarily imposing restric-
tions on Chinese news organiza-
tions and personnel conducting 
regular news reporting in the U.S 
and expelling Chinese journalists, 
to interrogating, harassing, and 
even detaining Chinese students 
in the U.S. What they did to un-
dermine China-U.S. relations goes 
against history.

Charles W. Freeman, former 
U.S. senior diplomat and former 
U.S. President Richard Nixon’s 
translator, remarked that the U.S. 
seems determined to retain its 

supremacy – not by correcting 
its own deficiencies – but by trip-
ping up and immobilizing China. 
By maintaining hegemony with 
hegemonic acts, the U.S. is the 
largest destroyer of today’s inter-
national order. It is standing on 
the opposite side of history and 
the international society.

It’s an international consensus 
that in the era of globalization, 
countries shall seek win-win re-
sults with strategic mutual trust, 
rather than containing each oth-
er with strategic threats. Mutual 
respect and trust help countries 
create common opportunities 
and development, while bullying 
and hegemony only leads to isola-
tion. It’s ridiculous that some U.S. 

politicians are ceaselessly putting 
on awkward shows on the wrong 
side of history, imagining to 
change China with lies and intimi-
dation. However, they don’t know 
that their practices are not able at 
all to achieve their goals.

It’s not the first day for the U.S. 
to deal with China, so it knows 
that the latter has never com-
promised to external pressure. 
Seventy years ago, when the U.S. 
moved its military to the bank 
of the Yalu River, China made a 
historic decision to safeguard its 
homeland and protect justice de-
spite it was still a backward and 
poor country then. Thirty some 
years ago, the U.S. initiated a 
large-scale sanction on China and 

the U.S. Congress adopted over 
20 bills that interfered in China’s 
domestic affairs. However, China 
made no compromise on matters 
of principle, proving that “China 
is magnanimous and is not upset 
by trifles like that.”

China has reiterated its stance 
publicly on U.S. hegemonic acts 
and made necessary counter-
measures. The country has no 
intention to challenge, replace or 
confront with the U.S., but it will 
not hurt its own core interests, 
either.

China’s policy stance on de-
veloping China-U.S. relations has 
been consistent and maintains a 
high degree of stability and con-
tinuity. China is always ready to 

work with the U.S. in the spirit of 
non-conflict, non-confrontation, 
mutual respect and win-win co-
operation, and will always ex-
ercise maximum restraint and 
never make troubles.

Both history and reality proves 
that as long as China follows the 
path of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics and takes con-
trol of the future of the country 
and nation, it will never be over-
whelmed by any external force. 
China is not afraid of extreme 
pressure, willing to negotiate, and 
dares to respond to wars. The 
world has witnessed the solidar-
ity and indestructible power gen-
erated by the 1.4 billion Chinese 
people in the COVID-19 epidemic, 
which fully proves that China 
fears no obstacle and will always 
grow in tribulations.

China’s has consistent policy stance on developing China-US relations

Chinese President Xi Jinping addresses a high-level meeting to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the United Nations via video on 
Monday. (Photo/Xinhua)

MOSCOW
Russia resumes passenger air service with Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and 

South Korea and lift the entry ban for these country’s nationals on a reciprocal basis, 
the government’s press service said on Sunday citing a corresponding government 
resolution. 

“Citizens of these states and holders of residence permits can enter Russia via air-
port checkpoints. Russians, in turn, can fly to any of these states unimpeded,” it said.

Flights to these countries will be performed once a week. Air service with Kazakh-
stan (Nur-Sultan), with Kyrgyzstan (Bishkek), and with Belarus (Minsk) will be re-
sumed from September 21. Air service with South Korea (Seoul) will be resumed from 
September 27. It was decided to resume air service with these nations after a meeting 
of Russia’s anti-coronavirus crisis center on September 18. 

Russia suspended regular air service with foreign countries in late March in a bid 
to curb the spread of the novel coronavirus infection. It was allowed to perform only 
the so-called repatriation flights to take Russian nationals from foreign countries. Air 
service with the United Kingdom, Tanzania, and Turkey was resumed from August 
1. Flights between Russia and Switzerland were resumed on August 15.         Agencies

Russia resumes air service with Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, South Korea

Fourth, the UN must focus on real 
action. To put into practice the prin-
ciple of multilateralism, we must act, 
not just talk. There must be a cure, 
not just a therapy. The UN should aim 
at problem solving and move toward 
tangible outcomes as it advances se-
curity, development and human rights 
in parallel. In particular, as the UN ad-
vances its 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, priority should be given 
to addressing non-traditional security 
challenges such as public health; the 
issue of development should be high-
lighted in the global macro framework; 
and there should be a greater empha-
sis on the promotion and protection of 
the rights to subsistence and develop-
ment.

China was the first to sign on the 
Charter of the United Nations. It is a 
founding member of the UN and the 
only developing country that takes a 
permanent seat on the Security Coun-
cil. China will continue to be a true 
follower of multilateralism. It will stay 
actively engaged in reforming and 
developing the global governance 
system. It will firmly uphold the UN-
centered international system, firmly 
uphold the international order under-
pinned by international law, and firmly 
defend the UN’s central role in interna-
tional affairs.

Mr. President,
The world now stands at a new his-

torical starting point. Let us renew our 
firm commitment to multilateralism, 
work to promote a community with a 
shared future for mankind, and rally 
behind the banner of the UN to pursue 
greater unity and progress.

		              I thank you.

WASHINGTON
 
Cindy McCain, the widow 

of Senator John McCain, be-
came the latest prominent Re-
publican voice to back Demo-
cratic presidential nominee 
Joe Biden in his bid to wrest 
the White House from Presi-
dent Donald Trump in No-
vember. 

“My husband John lived 
by a code: country first,” Mc-
Cain wrote in a Twitter post 
on Tuesday. “We are Republi-
cans, yes, but Americans fore-
most. There’s only one candi-
date in this race who stands 
up for our values as a nation, 
and that is @JoeBiden.”

Biden, who forged a long 
friendship with John McCain 
despite their ideological dif-
ferences, had broken the 
news earlier during a virtual 

fundraiser, telling supporters 
that Cindy McCain (pictured) 
decided to endorse him after 
The Atlantic magazine report-
ed that Trump had called U.S. 
soldiers who died in combat 
“losers” and “suckers.”

Trump has denied making 
the comments. The president 
and McCain had a history of 
animosity, after Trump dis-
paraged McCain’s military 
service and years spent as a 
prisoner of war in Vietnam 
during the 2016 presidential 
campaign. Cindy McCain ap-
peared in a video on Biden’s 
behalf at the Democratic Na-
tional Convention in August. 

Trump reacted to the news 
early on Wednesday with 
more insults, saying he hardly 
knew Cindy McCain.

“Joe Biden was John Mc-
Cain’s lapdog,” he wrote. 

“Never a fan of John. Cindy 
can have Sleepy Joe!

John McCain, who repre-
sented Arizona in the U.S. 
Senate for more than three 
decades and was the 2008 Re-
publican presidential nomi-
nee, died of brain cancer in 
2018. In August, more than 
100 former McCain staffers 
announced their support for 
Biden. Recent state polls give 
Biden a lead in Arizona, which 
voted for Trump in 2016. 

Trump held a campaign 
rally in the battleground state 
of Pennsylvania on Tuesday, 
as the death of liberal U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg on Friday 
continued to reshape the 
presidential contest.

Trump said earlier on Tues-
day he would reveal his pick 
on Saturday in the hopes of 
scheduling a Senate confirma-
tion vote ahead of the Nov. 3 
election, despite fierce criti-
cism from Biden and congres-
sional Democrats. Replacing 
Ginsburg would cement a 6-3 
conservative majority on the 
high court.

“We’re going to pick an 
incredible woman,” Trump 
said at the rally, where he also 
mocked Biden for wearing a 
mask at campaign events. 

Biden has slammed Trump’s 

handling of the coronavirus 
pandemic, which has killed 
more than 200,000 people in 
the United States, more than 
any other country. Trump has 
said his management of the 
crisis saved lives.

Biden will return to the 
campaign trail on Wednesday 
with his first trip as the Demo-
cratic nominee to North Caro-
lina, another key state.

A Reuters/Ipsos poll re-
leased on Tuesday showed 
Trump and Biden even in the 
state that Trump won in 2016. 

Voters in about a half-dozen 
states have already begun 
casting early in-person bal-
lots, and election experts ex-
pect a surge of early and mail-
in voting this year as people 
try to reduce their risk of ex-
posure to the coronavirus.

		  Agencies

Biden earns Cindy McCain’s endorsement as Trump holds rally in Pittsburgh
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By Correspondent Adam Fungamwango

FORMER Yanga forward, Congolese David 
Molinga, has joined Zambia’s soccer big guns 
Zesco United, whilst the club’s head coach, 
George Lwandamina, has left the outfit.

Lwandamina, a soft spoken tactician, 

is also former Yanga’s head coach, taking 
charge of the outfit’s technical bench in the 
2018/19 Premier League season.

Information by various media outlets and 
websites in Zambia quoted Zesco United’s 
Chief Executive Officer, Richard Mulenga, 
confirming the reports.

Molinga has been roped in by Zesco United 
after the muscular forward had parted ways 
with Yanga at the end of last year.

He was one of 16 players that were 
released by Yanga, given the club had gone 
for a massive overhaul.

Yanga dropped some of the players for 
poor performance whilst others failed to 
reach agreement with the outfit on signing 
fees.

Mulenga, nevertheless, did not state the 
duration of Molinga’s stay at Zesco United.

Molinga had scored 11 goals for Yanga in 
the previous season.

He was recruited by Yanga when the 
outfit was under the tutelage of Congolese 
tactician, Mwinyi Zahera, and the player 
was heavily criticized by a section of the 
team’s members and fans during the early 
stages.

The player then proved the fans wrong, 
netting goals time and again and, by the time 
the Premier League came to conclusion, he 
was Yanga’s top scorer.

He will join former Yanga midfielder 
Thabani Kamusoko that had played for the 
club from 2015 to 2019 when he left the club 
and joined Zesco United.

Mulenga pointed out Zesco United thanks 
Lwandamina for serving the side at the time 
he was at the outfit, adding the side wishes 
the coach all the best.

Lwandamina joined Zesco United in 2018 
after he had left Yanga. He had also coached 
the Zambian club prior to heading to Yanga.

Molinga now joins Zambia giants Zesco United 

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

TANZANIA’s 2020/21 Vodacom 
Premier League (VPL) season’s round 
three matches are in the books after 
four days of actions which started on 
Friday with two games and concluded 
on Monday.

Six outfits remain unbeaten after 
the third round of matches while five 
others are yet to taste victory as the 
league table is taking shape. 

The Guardian assesses six 
observations from the third round of 
actions.

1. Is the old KMC FC coming back?
Last season KMC FC finished two 

points above the relegation zone in 
their second season in the Vodacom 
Premier League.

In this campaign it is three games 
played, three wins- one of them on the 
road.

If soccer followers had mentioned 
this at the beginning of the season 
they would probably have been met by 
ridicules. 

But that is how good KMC FC are 
looking, with the cherry on top of the 
log for three consecutive rounds.

After suffering the second season 
syndrome, are the good times coming 
back to the side, nicknamed ‘Kino 
Boys’? So far so good.

2. The goal drought continues
Forty four goals were scored in 10 

matches of the English Premier League 
during the weekend. 

In comparison, only 41 goals have 
been scored in 27 games of the 2020/21 
Vodacom Premier League campaign 
so far. Yes, the two leagues are in 
completely different lanes but it is still 
a concern.

Goals are not the ultimate yardstick 
for a good competition. 

There is a case to be made for the 
contribution of defenders, but anyone 
who is following the VPL will know 
that scoring skills are sorely lacking.

So far the league has not seen a hat-
trick hero, no single penalty awarded 

Chama delights and other observations from VPL    

Simba SC midfielder, Larry Bwalya (R), gets the better of Biashara United defenders in a Vodacom Premier League clash, which took 
place in Dar es Salaam on Sunday. Simba SC won 4-0. PHOTO; CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

SportPesa Jackpot winner 
targests to start business 

By Guardian Reporter

SPORTS betting firm, SportPesa 
Tanzania, yesterday handed over 
cash prize amounting to 288, 974, 
720/- Morogoro resident, Lilian 
Ngitoria Laizer, who won the firm’s 
betting game known as ‘Jackpot’.

Lilian got 267,800,060/- after the 
tax deductions totalling 53,559,612/-, 
as per the government regulations.

SportPesa’s Director of 
Administration and Compliance, 
Tarimba Abbas, noted that Lilian 
was presented with the cash once 
she placed right bets on 13 soccer 
matches which took place in various 
leagues in the world.

National Sports Council (NSC) Chairman, Leodegar Tenga (R), congratulates former Tanzania Football 
Federation (TFF) Technical Director, Sunday Kayuni, after the latter had launched his book, titled ‘Kocha wa 
Soka’ (Soccer Coach), in Dar es Salaam early this week. PHOTO; CORRESPONDENT CORRESPONDENT 
JUMANNE JUMA

SportPesa’s Director of Administration and Compliance, Tarimba Abbas (L), hands over a dummy cheque of 288, 974, 720/- to Lilian Laizer, a Morogoro resident that won the 
company’s game known as ‘Jackpot’, in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Lilian was presented with the cash after placing right bets on 13 soccer games played in various leagues in the 
world. Looking on are Lilian’s spouse, Lowasa Mollel, and their child. PHOTO; CORRESPONDENT

“I congratulate Lilian for this win, she has 
been one of our five winners to have laid 
their hands on huge cash prize,’’ he stated.

‘’I advise Lilian to spend the cash in 
development projects.’’

Abbas pointed out SportPesa is 
determined to change Tanzanians’ lives by 
giving them chance to win huge cash prize.

The SportPesa Jackpot game’s cash prize, 
he insisted, is for that matter has not less 
than 200m/-.

He noted; “We are happy to boost 
Tanzanians’ earnings via various games 
that we conduct, people can bet on soccer 
matches and get cash.’’

‘’We have gone as far as handing over 
cash prizes to people who manage to place 
right bets on 10, 11 and 12 soccer matches 

via Jackpot Bonus and continue boosting 
Tanzanians’ earnings.’’ He requested 
Tanzanians that meet criteria to participate 
in betting in an effort to try to get cash prize.

Lilian pointed out she will use her cash 
to start a business which will boost her 
income.

She said she is an avid fan of English 
Premier League side Arsenal and Tanzania’s 
Simba SC, addding that her husband helped 
her bet in only one match to complete the 
13 matches as per the procedures.

“I’m selling kitenge attires, I do not have 
much capital for my business, I was merely 
doing it to get money that will meet my 
needs,’’ she disclosed.

She disclosed she will do research to 
know a business she will delve in, whilst 

and more damning is that after three rounds of 
matches there are still four clubs yet to find the back 
of the net.

3. Silky Chama and Miquissone wow fans
Simba SC cruised to a comfortable 4-0 home 

victory over Biashara United on Sunday.
Clatous Chama and Luis Miquissone were involved 

in all four goals.
Chama grabbed two goals and a cheeky backheel 

assist. The best player in the league last season is 
showing he is still the best player in the league this 
campaign with two goals and three assists so far.

He showed composure and great decision making 
in the final third in a thrilling and dominant display 
by the defending league champions.

It was a sensational showing for Luis Miquissone, 
the Mozambican attacking midfielder turning 
provider on four occasions during Biashara’s 
thumping.

4. Azam FC, Yanga, Simba SC powered by 
foreigners

Rwandan defensive midfielder Ally Niyonzima 
scored the all important goal for Azam FC against 
Mbeya City FC when he connected a header from a 
corner kick taken by Zimbabwean midfielder Never 

Tigere.
Another title contender, 

Yanga managed a hard-
fought victory over Kagera 
Sugar after two foreigners 
combined well for the 
decisive strike of the match.

Congolese import 
Tuisila Kisinda’s low cross 
was connected home by 
his compatriot Mukoko 
Tonombe in the second half.

Zimbabwean striker 
Prince Dube and Zambian 
international Obrey Chirwa 
scored and assisted Azam 
FC’s goals in the previous 
two rounds. 

Ghanaian internationals, 
Michael Sarpong and 
Lamine Moro, were on the 
score sheet for Yanga in the 
two opening rounds. 

This means all of Yanga 
and Azam FC’s goals have 
been scored by foreigners 
so far this season.

thinking of building a house 
and support her family.

“I did not believe it once 
I got the news I have won 
the huge cash prize through 
betting with SportPesa, but 
when I was assured of the 
win, I was extremely happy 
and waited for the handover 
ceremony,’’ she disclosed.

She noted she has been 
betting with SportPesa on 
many ocassions and she 
believed there was a day she 
was set to emerge as winner, 
the same way other people 
did.

5. Testing times for 
Namungo FC

Namungo continued 
their worrying start to the 
2020/21 VPL season at the 
weekend with a second 
successive 1-0 defeat, 
following up a home defeat 
against Polisi Tanzania.

Having failed to find the 
back of the net only once 
in four competitive games 
this season, this can raise 
huge concerns about the 
squad and their capabilities 
in their second top flight 
season.

It marks a worrying 
trend for a side that will 
represent Tanzania in the 
CAF Confederation Cup in 
November. 

It is clear that coach 
Thiery Hitimana will have 
to find a way of quickly re-
organising his side.

By Florida Raymond, TUDARCo

FOOTBALL stakeholders in Tanzania have been asked to support former Tanzania Football 
Federation (TFF) Technical Director, Sunday Kayuni, by buying his book, titled ‘Kocha wa Soka’ 
(Soccer Coach), to understand important issues about the sport in the country.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam on Tuesday, National Sports Council (NSC) Chairman, Leodegar 
Tenga, said the book has covered a wide range of issues related to a soccer coach’s qualifications, 
the sport’s philosophy and the coach’s training methods.

Tenga said the book would be meaningful when its theories are put to practice.
‘’I will buy 10 books, I will send two of them to the council to educate our youths in regions,’’ 

he noted.
‘’I will also send three books to TFF officials for reading, one each for president, secretary 

general and Technical Director.’’
He said he hopes the federation will buy the books and hand them to coaches for education, an 

approach which will, in turn, improve soccer in Tanzania.
Kayuni noted he has fulfilled his responsibilities, adding that other sports stakeholders are 

ought to come forward and write books for promotion of sports in the country.
He said it was his long-term commitment to write the book with the aim of educating coaches 

as well as all football stakeholders.
‘’The writing journey started in 1998 and I later sent it to the council, but I do not remember 

where I put the appreciation page,’’ he disclosed.
‘’Recently various people, including Tenga and others, called me and demanded that I should 

write again.’’
He added that he has been forced to do so because, currently, football is an employment, not a 

mere hobby as it was the case in the past.
He was adamant he has targeted to see to it new coaches get education through his book.

Soccer players set to benefit 
from Sunday Kayuni’s book   

David Molinga
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LONDON

SPORTS clubs and associations in 
England are bracing themselves for six 
more months without paying specta-
tors after plans for a fans’ return in Oc-
tober were scrapped on Tuesday.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson told 
the House of Commons the govern-
ment could not go ahead with the 
planned reopening of venues on a 
socially distanced basis from October 
1 due to a sharp rise in coronavirus 
infections. He suggested the measures 
would remain in place for “perhaps six 
months”, making it almost certain the 
sports sector will need some financial 
support from the government to pre-
vent an unprecedented loss of profes-
sional and grassroots clubs from the 
landscape.

It is a devastating blow to sport-
ing organisations, many of whom 
rely heavily on match-day revenue 
for survival, and there have already 
been calls from governing bodies for 
emergency funding.

Sports governing bodies held an 
emergency meeting with the Sec-
retary of State for Digital, Culture, 
Media and Sport Oliver Dowden to 
discuss the impact of the decision.

Professional sport, including the 
Premier League and Test cricket, 
has largely been played behind 
closed doors since it returned fol-
lowing the coronavirus shutdown 
earlier this year. The English Foot-
ball League has estimated its clubs 
will lose a collective £200 million 
($255 million) without fans in sta-
diums for the whole of the 2020/21 
season.

The Premier League warned of 
the “devastating impact” the contin-
ued absence of supporters was having 

on its clubs and communities.
“Last season, Premier League clubs 

suffered £700 million in losses and at 
present, our national game is losing 
more than £100 million per month,” it 
said in a statement. 

“This is starting to have a devastating 
impact on clubs and their communi-
ties.”

- Government aid - 
The Rugby Football Union has called 

for government aid, estimating a loss of 
more than £100 million from a lack of 
crowds at Twickenham for autumn 
internationals and Six Nations games 
alone.

“From the outset we have been clear 
that an autumn without crowds would 
leave us with little choice but to ap-
proach the government for financial 
help,” said chief executive Bill Sweeney.

“Unfortunately, we are now in that 
position. Without support we are in 
danger of clubs at the heart of commu-
nities across England, as well as players 
and volunteers, disappearing forever.” 
The Jockey Club also called for direct 
government support, saying the lack 
of paying spectators threatened the 
survival of sports organisations and 
the livelihoods they supported. Eng-
lish cricket recently revealed it had lost 
£100 million as a result of the pandem-
ic and that could double with further 
disruption next year.

“The impact of having to stage crick-
et behind closed doors again next year 
would be severe,” said a statement 
from the England and Wales Cricket 
Board.

Culture Secretary Oliver Dowden 
said the government would “work 
together” with sports representatives 
on limiting the damage caused by the 
virus.

			   AFP

Sports face ‘devastating’ impact of six 
more months of empty stadiums

Man City want to win everything this season: De Bruyne

LONDON

CHELSEA defender Thiago Silva 
said the Premier League’s “long-ball 
football” put him off moving to Eng-
land until the latter stages of his ca-
reer.

The centre-back, who turned 36 
on Tuesday, joined Chelsea on a free 
transfer this summer after eight years 
at Paris Saint-Germain and will make 
his debut against Barnsley in Wednes-
day night’s EFL Cup third round clash. 

Silva has enjoyed a glittering career 
which has included seven consecu-
tive Ligue 1 titles following a three-
year spell with AC Milan, where he 
also won Serie A, while amassing 88 
international caps for Brazil.

And when asked whether he had 
ever come close to playing in the Pre-
mier League before this season, Silva 
replied: “If I were to say ‘yes’ to you on 
that, I would be lying. I’ve never really 
seen myself in the Premier League 
previously. That was because I saw it 
as a difficult style of football, person-
ally. I didn’t have any desire to play in 
the Premier League.

“My impression of the football play-

ing was that one with long ball, high 
balls and long shots. At the time, I 
couldn’t really see myself playing in 
that championship. But over time, 
the championship has developed 
tremendously. There is a lot more 
technical quality. “A lot of teams play 
with the ball on the ground, full-backs 
attacking in the area. Obviously each 
team has their own idea, their own 
strengths, but previously I have seen 
it being characterised by long balls 
and that didn’t really appeal to me.

“Obviously I know how to play that 
way but my preference was to play 
football with the ball on the ground. 
I knew my quality. But little by little, 
the Premier League football really 
won me over.

“Anyone who knows me can con-
firm that. Now, at 36, I am arriving to 
play in the best championship in the 
world. Usually, the Premier League 
is the championship which brings 
young players into play so I’m coming 
here as an older player and I see that 
is because Chelsea and [head coach] 
Frank Lampard want a player with 
my experience.

		  (Agencies)

Long balls’ had put me off Prem move - Silva

LONDON

KEVIN De Bruyne says Manches-
ter City want to reassert their su-
periority by winning all four major 
trophies this season.

City finished last season with a 
whimper as they ended 18 points 
behind Premier League champi-
ons Liverpool and suffered a shock 
Champions League quarter-final 
defeat against Lyon.

They were also beaten in the FA 
Cup semi-finals by Arsenal with the 
League Cup final win against Aston 
Villa a rare highlight for Pep Guar-
diola’s side.

But City are determined to make 
amends this term and Belgian 
midfielder De Bruyne insists fresh 
goals have been set, including a 
clean sweep of the Premier League, 
Champions League, FA Cup and 
League Cup.

“I think the motivation doesn’t 
change if you win or you lose,” De 
Bruyne said after impressing in 
City’s 3-1 win at Wolves on Monday.

“When you start a new season 
there are new aspirations, you 
want to win the most as possible 
and we want to win everything.

“For us, all four (trophies) is in 
the mind, that’s the mentality. It is 
obviously very hard but we went 
into Monday knowing that it was 
going to be a very hard game.

“We didn’t train a lot but I think 
the performance was really good 
and that’s good for us.”

City are back in action on Thurs-
day when they host Bournemouth 
in the League Cup third round.

That is followed by the visit of 
Leicester in the Premier League on 
Sunday and De Bruyne admits it is 
a hectic start to the season.

“We knew when we saw the 
schedule, when we started, that it 
is tough, but we always go,” he said.

“We play game by game and 
the best team that is ready to play 
on Thursday will try and win the 
game.”

City will need an improved de-
fence to overhaul Liverpool after 
some sloppy displays at the back 
last season.

De Bruyne felt Netherlands de-
fender Nathan Ake acquitted him-
self well on his City debut against 
Wolves after joining from Bourne-
mouth.

“I think he is doing really well. It 
is really hard for a player to come 
in and not really have a pre-season 
and settle in with the guys, because 
there is a lot of stuff you need to 
do,” De Bruyne said.

“But he played a brilliant game, 
together with John (Stones), and I 
think it is really important for them 
to start really well, and you see that 
when they have a lot of confidence, 

LONDON

MANCHESTER United moved into the League 
Cup fourth round with a 3-0 win at Luton, while 
West Ham boss David Moyes and two of his players 
contracted the coronavirus ahead of their 5-1 
victory against Hull as the pandemic caused chaos 
on Tuesday.

Moyes, Josh Cullen and Issa Diop all left the 
London Stadium after learning of the tests before 
kick-off and will self-isolate, with the trio said to be 
asymptomatic.

West Ham were not the only Premier League 
club affected by the virus as Tottenham’s tie at 
Leyton Orient was postponed after their fourth 
tier opponents suffered a Covid-19 outbreak.

West Ham’s match went ahead as planned 
despite the virus tests, with assistant manager Alan 
Irvine taking charge of the Hammers. 

“At 20 past six we suddenly got some information 
from our doctor and head physio to say there were 
three positive tests, the manager and the two 
players,” Irvine said.

“We’d had contact insofar as we were in the same 
area of the stadium as David.

“We were shocked by the news. We’ve had so 
many tests and not had any positive. But we’ve 
been very particular about protocol right from the 
start.”

Sebastien Haller and Andriy Yarmolenko both 
struck twice for West Ham after Robert Snodgrass 
opened the scoring.

West Ham will play Fleetwood or Everton in the 
last 16.

The news of the virus striking at football’s heart 
came after British Prime Minster Boris Johnson 
dealt a major blow to the sport’s financial future 
on Tuesday.

Johnson said fans would not be allowed back 
into stadiums in October as originally planned due 
to a spike in virus cases, measures that will remain 
in place for “perhaps six months”.

At Kenilworth Road, United bounced back from 
a dismal 3-1 home defeat against Crystal Palace in 
their Premier League opener on Saturday.

In United’s first meeting with Championship side 
Luton since 1992, boss Ole Gunnar Solskjaer made 
10 changes, giving full debuts to goalkeeper Dean 
Henderson and close-season signing Donny Van 
De Beek.

Man Utd reach League Cup last 
16 as coronavirus causes chaos 

Fans warned as Bayern head to virus risk zone for Super Cup
BERLIN

BAYERN Munich can lift yet more silverware 
when they face Sevilla on Thursday for the UEFA 
Super Cup, but travelling German fans have been 
warned to think again before flying to Budapest and 
head coach Hansi Flick has questioned whether the 
match should go ahead amid the coronavirus pan-
demic.

The Champions League winners head to Hungary 
on a 22-match winning streak, stretching back to 
February, which has seem them sweep up Champi-
ons League, Bundesliga and German Cup titles.

Bayern opened the new Bundesliga season last 
Friday with an 8-0 hammering of Schalke with Ger-
many winger Leroy Sane scoring on his Munich 
debut and declaring the “whole team showed how 
hungry we are”.

Their appetite for more silverware can be sated 
with two trophies up for grabs in the coming week 
as they also face Dortmund for the German Super 
Cup on September 30.  

However Covid-19 has cast a shadow over Thurs-
day’s showdown as Budapest has been declared a 
risk zone by the German government due to a high 
infection rate.

- ‘Think again’ - 
Flick admits he “does not quite understand” why 

UEFA insist on the match still taking place there, 
“but we are not the ones who make the decision”. 

On Tuesday, Markus Soeder, state premier of Ba-
varia, announced tighter rules, “which particularly 
affect the Super Cup” for travelling Bayern fans.

“Everyone should think again about whether it is 
sensible to travel,” added Soeder.

Supporters must either be tested for Covid-19 be-
fore and after the trip to Budapest or quarantine for 
two weeks.

“This is how we want to prevent there being a 
possible risk of infection,” explained Soeder.

Only 500 Sevilla and 1300 Bayern fans are expect-
ed to watch the match at Budapest’s Puskas Arena.

Both clubs have set up test centres in their re-
spective cities in a bid to reduce the risk of Thurs-
day’s match becoming a ‘super spreader’ event.

On Monday, Soeder had already expressed doubt 
whether the game in Budapest should go ahead.

- ‘Football’s Ischgl’ - 
“We must be very, very careful that we don’t risk 

a new form of football-Ischgl,” said the politician, 
referring to the now notorious Austrian ski resort 
where thousands of holidaymakers were infected 
with the virus at the beginning of the epidemic in 
Europe.

German daily Bild asked Tuesday “Will the Super 
Cup become the Super Spreader Cup?””.

Bayern’s senior bosses, including chairman Karl-
Heinz Rummenigge, were heavily criticised for ig-
noring social distancing and sitting in a close group 

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

“If I was doing this again I would not do 
the testing - this is an incentive not to test 
and that is bad for football and bad for 
health and safety,” Orient chairman Nigel 
Travis told the BBC.

West Bromwich Albion crashed out 
against second tier Brentford, losing 
5-4 on penalties after a 1-1 draw at the 
Hawthorns.

Grady Diangana was the only Albion 
player to miss in the shoot-out and 
Christian Norgaard netted Brentford’s 
winner to earn a tie against Fulham or 
Sheffield Wednesday.

Newport reached the competition’s 
last 16 for the first time in their history as 
the fourth tier side beat Championship 
club Watford 3-1.

AFP

United went ahead in the 44th minute 
when George Moncur fouled Brandon 
Williams and Juan Mata dispatched the 
penalty.

Henderson is hoping to replace the 
error-prone David De Gea after an 
impressive loan at Sheffield United last 
season.

He preserved United’s advantage with 
his only save of the match in the final 
minutes, keeping out Tom Lockyer’s 
header at the far post.

Marcus Rashford came off the bench 
to net in the 88th minute before fellow 
substitute Mason Greenwood’s stoppage-
time goal put a flattering gloss on the 
scoreline.

“Going through is the big thing. There 
are some positives, the keeper does 

his job and we scored some nice goals 
towards the end,” said Solskjaer, whose 
side will travel to Brighton or Preston in 
the fourth round.

Henderson tweeted: “I dreamt about 
this my whole life. Unbelievable feeling 
to make my debut for the club I love.”

- ‘Bad for football’ - 
Tottenham’s clash with Orient has 

yet to be rearranged amid reports Jose 
Mourinho’s men could be given a bye 
into the last 16, where they would face 
Chelsea or Barnsley.

Orient had revealed the positive cases 
on Monday after Tottenham paid for 
their opponents’ testing, but the match 
was not called off until two hours before 
kick-off.

Sevilla come into the match short of 
match fitness having been given the first 
two weekends of La Liga off after win-
ning the Europa League.

Ibrahim Amadou, Roque Mesa, Aleix 
Vidal and Joris Gnagnon, who are all ex-
pected to leave the club, did not train in 
Julen Lopetegui’s final session on Tues-
day.

Sevilla have re-signed Ivan Rakitic, who 
is likely to start against Bayern, having 
been part of Barcelona’s 8-2 humiliation 

at the hands of the Germans in August, 
albeit watching from the bench.

Sevilla have won the Europa League 
five times in the last 14 years but have 
only once gone on to win the Super Cup, 
which was the first attempt in 2006.

This is the first time since 2013 - when 
they beat Borussia Dortmund in that sea-
son’s Champions League final - that Bay-
ern will contest the Super Cup.

			                  AFP

Manchester United’s Dean Henderson in action during their Carabao Cup Thiird Round match against Luton Town on Tuesday. (Agencies)

to watch Friday’s demolition of Schalke 
in Munich.

Rummenigge has promised to do bet-
ter in Budapest, pledging “we all agree 
that the picture (of the group) was not 
exemplary - we must and will change this 
for the next game”.

Bayern’s star striker Robert Lewan-
dowski, who netted a penalty and set up 
two more goals on Friday, trained for just 
12 minutes on Tuesday to allow him to get 
over an ankle knock.

A Sevilla FC fan is tested for COVID-19 outside the Sanchez Pizjuan stadium in Seville ahead of Thursday’s UEFA Super Cup match in Budapest. 
(Agencies)
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By Seth Denis, TUDARCo

DAR ES SALAAM’s Mlimani Athletics Club secre-
tary general, Rabia Haliamoyo, has said despite the 
fact that the city fared poorly in this season’s National 
Championships, it has produced promising athletes.

The National Championships, which attracted ath-
letes from 28 regions, took place at Benjamin Mkapa 
Stadium early this month.

Rabia noted that she is proud Mlimani Athletics 
Club produced gifted athletes, some of whom repre-
sented Coast Region and Kigoma in the showpiece.

She added that the young athletes dream of turning 
into famous runners in Tanzania but athletics’ failure 
to garner support in the country is the runners’ big-
gest drawback.

She pointed out athletics is seemingly forgotten, 
adding there are extremely few domestic competi-
tions.

Promising athletes, therefore, lack platform for 
gaining experience and confidence.

Rabia disclosed Elias Richard is one of Mlimani Ath-
letics Club’s runners that took part in this season’s Na-
tional Championships.

Richard represented Coast Region in the showpiece 
and won a medal.

The official stated the club’s other athlete Rashid 
Hussein represented Kigoma in the championships 
and he, too, laid his hands on medal.

The feat, as disclosed by Rabia, proves that the Dar 
es Salaam club is working hard to produce competent 
athletes.

Dar es Salaam was one of the worst performing re-
gions in the National Championships.

Dar es Salaam’s regional athletics team’s coach Iddi 
Muhunzi said it was great shame for the region, be-
cause it is big and has no problems when it comes to 
getting support from sports stakeholders.

He added that Athletics Tanzania’s leaders should 
closely cooperate with coaches to develop the sport.

By Nassir Nchimbi, TUDARCo

DAR ES SALAAM Regional Basket-
ball Association (RBA) League’s regu-
lar season has come to an end, with 
eight squads advancing to the quar-
terfinals.

The last eight stage of the show-
down will have participating squads 
battling it out in best of three games’ 
duels, seeking to progress to the last 
four.

The league’s organizers stated all of 
the last eight stage’s games will take 
place at the Bandari basketball courts 
in the city. The finals will take place 
early next month.

The end off of the regular season 
means that the playoffs are underway.

National Service ( JKT) Club enjoys 
the driver’s seat in the league’s stand-
ing.

JKT Club is expected to go toe-to-toe 
with Ukonga Kings, who are placed 
eighth in the league’s standing, in a 
game that the former are perceived as 
favourites.

Another clash will see number two 
seed, Army Basketball Club (ABC), 
lock horns with number seven seed, 
Vijana Basketball Club ‘City Bulls’.

Two clashes are set to take place 
today, Kurasini Heats, placed third in 
the regular season, will take on Savio 
Basketball Club at Bandari courts at 
1800pm East African Time.

The match is set to keep enthusias-
tic basketball lovers in the city on the 
edges of their seats.

A mouthwatering duel pitting Pazi 
Basketball Club against Oilers Basket-
ball Club will then take place at the 
courts at 2000pm.

The sides finished fifth and sixth re-
spectively after the completion of the 
regular season.

During the regular season various 
players emerged as top performers.

Enerico Augustino of ABC became 
the regular season’s top scorer with 
344 points, while Vijana Basketball 
Club’s Jonas Mushi ended second with 
317 points.

Diamond Trust Bank basketball out-
fit’s playmaker, Alex Mbwana, led the 
assist chart while JKT Club’s Jimmy 
Brown protected the paint during the 
regular season, helping his club oc-
cupy the top spot.

The league leaders produced anoth-
er masterclass, as their player, Baraka 
Sadick, led the three-point scoring 
chart with a total of 38 three-pointers 
he made throughout the season. 

Vijana Basketball Club’s Haji Mbegu 
ended as the best rebounder of the 
regular season with a total of 153 re-
bounds.

Man Utd reach League Cup last 
16 as coronavirus causes chaos
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Gwambina FC seeks to 
stun Simba SC in VPL 

Mlimani Athletics Club 
lauds young runners  

RBA League play 
offs tip off in Dar      

By Correspondent Joseph 
Mchekadona

OFFICIALS of Vodacom Pre-
mier League (VPL) debutants, 
Mwanza’s Gwambina FC, have 
declared that their outfit is 
ready to take on defending 
champions, Simba SC, in the 
league’s duel slated for Saturday 
at Benjamin Mkapa Stadium in 
Dar es Salaam. 

Gwambina FC head coach, 
Fulgence Novatus, said they are 
preparing well for their game 
against Simba SC as their aim is 
to collect the desired points.

The coach said they expect a 
tough game against Simba but 
they are preparing well for the 
match.

He said his lads respect Simba 
but they are not under pressure 
ahead of the match.

“We need to just play our 
game and make sure that we 
collect maximum points. We are 
facing a big side with a huge fol-

lowing, but we know what we 
need to do,’’ Novatus noted.

“We are preparing for our 
game against Simba SC, they 
are a good side with good play-
ers but we will be ready to face 
them on Saturday, it won’t be an 
easy match but we will be ready 
for them,” he said.

He said after their 1-0 defeat in 
the hands of Ruvu Shooting, he 
has been working on the short-
falls he saw in his club during 
the game.

“During our game against 
Ruvu Shooting, there were some 
mistakes which we committed 
but now I’m working on them, 
aiming at rectifying the mistakes 
before facing Simba,” he said.

Gwambina FC’s skipper Jacob 
Massawe is reported in the me-
dia to have said his squad is pre-
pared to face Simba.

He said they watched Simba 
play Biashara United and they 
are confident of recording good 
results on Saturday.

Simba SC Information Officer 
Haji Manara said his charges 
are in confident mood follow-
ing their 4-0 win over Biashara 
United last Sunday.

He noted he believes that they 
can win their next game against 
Gwambina FC on Saturday.

“We want to maintain our 
winning run, we know that it is 
a huge task but we are ready for 
it,” he said.

In another development, Sim-
ba SC head coach, Sven Vanden-
broeck, has said his players are 
still eager for posting another 
comprehensive victory after 
commanding the 4-0 thrashing 
of Biashara United, reports Cor-
respondent Faustine Feliciane.

Simba SC will host Gwambina 
FC in Dar es Salaam tomorrow 
in the fourth round of this sea-
son’s domestic top flight.

Vandenbroeck noted his play-
ers have what it takes to give 
Simba a big win in the Saturday 
duel, insisting it is something 

they all exppect to achieve.
“We have prepared well, we 

give each of our match promi-
nence, I know Gwambina will be 
eager to prove their worth and 
make the game tough but I trust 
my squad,’’ he disclosed.

He noted each of his players 
has chance to play in the game 
depending on their fitness lev-
els, noting his team selection 
will depend on the opponents.

The coach pointed out Simba 
assessed Gwambina FC to know 
their game approach, thus, the 
former are preparing to take on 
the latter.

Midfielder Clatous Chama net-
ted a brace, Meddie Kagere and 
Chris Mugalu recorded one goal 
apiece for Simba in the game 
against Biashara United.

Simba have collected seven 
points in three matches they 
have taken part in, holding the 
second spot in the table below 
tournament leaders Azam FC.

Gwambina FC players listen to their coach’s instructions when they attended training at Uhuru Stadium in Dar es Salaam recently. PHOTO; COURTESY OF 
GWAMBINA FC 

Diamond Trust Bank basketball 
outfit’s playmaker, Alex Mbwana, 
led the assist chart while JKT Club’s 
Jimmy Brown protected the paint 
during the regular season, helping 
his club occupy the top spot.

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Basketball players for a Regional Basketball Association (RBA) League side embrace each other after one of their club’s duels in the tournament played in the 
city recently.

Athletes compete in men’s 1500m race final of the 2020 
National Championships, which took place at Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium in Dar es Salaam last weekend. PHOTO; 
CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA
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