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By Beatrice Philemon

FORMER Prime Minister Mizengo Pin-da has said painting works by Tanza-nian artists can help youth transform their lives and raise a good income.He said the artists’ works need to be properly supervised as they also promote nature and the country’s tourism potential.
Pinda made the call over the weekend at the “Rhythms of India” exhibition of paintings that was organized by artist from India, Narendar Reddy with the support from the High Commis-sion of India.

Narendar is in the country for four days to ex-hibit his paintings and share ideas with Tanzani-an artists that in turn will enable them to secure international markets. The exhibition started on July 2nd to July 6th this year.
He invited Tanzanians to visit the High Com-mission of India to see 30 paintings comprising beauty of nature and depiction of personalities.There are also paintings works done by Tan-zanian artists that are developed at a joint work-shop organized by the Indian High Commission aiming at promoting the India-Tanzania friend-ship.

Pinda said: “I am pleased to see Tanzanian art-ists involved in this exhibition. Tanzanian artists have high quality paintings that promote our culture, nature and our tourism potentials.”He called on the ministry responsible for arts and culture to see how it can help Tanzanian artists to get chances to further sharpen their 

skills in India.
Rhythms of India are a beautiful reproduc-tion of India through well depicted paintings 

from Narendar Reddy and this exhibition gives a glimpse of different facets of India and his paint-ings introduce rich art forms of the modern era 

Pinda calls for promotion, marketing of local paintings internationally

UDSM, UDOM students stand outin Huawei Global ICT CompetitionBy Guardian Reporte

THREE Tanzanian teams from the University of Dodoma and the Uni-versity of Dar es Salaam won sec-ond and third prizes, respectively, in Huawei’s 6th Global ICT Competition which drew to a close on June 25. That is a second win for Tanzania for two consecutive years.
Currently, Huawei has partnered with 18 top universities in Tanzania to set up ICT colleges, planning to train more than 1000 teachers and students each year. Currently, about 5,000 students have been trained.Commenting on the achievement the Deputy Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Education Prof. James Mdoe commended students’ efforts and Huawei initiatives in the talent cultivation of Tanzanian students.‘‘ I congratulate the students for winning the Huawei ICT Competi-tion, as a government we are proud of these students for such a great achievement. The winning proves the academic excellence of our uni-versities on a global scale. I hope the Huawei ICT Competition continues to search for and train more ICT talents in Tanzania. I would like to thank Huawei for its dedication and efforts in building the local talent ecosystem” he stressed.

The sub-Saharan African teams performed well among 130 global fi-nalists, winning 18 awards (2 Grand Prizes, 4 First Prizes, 4 Second Priz-es, and 8 Third Prizes), becoming the region with the most award-winning teams.

By Guardian Correspondent, Chunya

CRDB Bank has established special mobile bank branch for Chunya District that will serve tobacco farmers in Kipembawe Division to simplify banking services to them.CRDB Bank Manager for Southern Highlands Zone, Jeni-pher Tondi introduced the mobile bank branch to residents of Kipembawe Ward at a public meeting that also introduced the new tobacco buying firm at Tingatinga Ward.Jenipher said apart from serving farmers, the mobile bank branch will also serve ordinary people including public em-ployees.
She added that they decided to bring the service to the district because a big percentage of farmers in the district in-cluding tobacco farmers’ primary cooperatives are long time CRDB bank customers.

She said earlier, they used to serve these customers through agents at Lupa Tingatinga area who sometimes had small amount of cash.
“This mobile bank branch will be providing all banking ser-vices including opening of accounts, deposits and withdraw-als of money and will be shifting from one area to another ac-cording to the needs,” she added.

She said CRDB Bank has also strengthened services pro-vided by its agents in the area to ensure many farmers benefit from its services.
For his part, Mbeya Regional commissioner Juma Homera praised the bank for taking its services close to the people of rural areas, especially those at Kipembawe who for a long time had to travel long distances to get the services.He said before the establishment of the mobile bank branch, farmers had to travel to Makongolosi or Chunya Town, more than 200km, the trips that posed security dangers.He also praised the bank for providing loans to tobacco farmers for farming activities stressing that tobacco farming needs great financial. assistance

“This mobile bank branch will be moving from here at Lupa to Kambikatoto, Bitimanyanga and other areas according to needs, hence I would like to tell Chunya District residents to make sure you use the services provided for the security of your money,” RC Homera said.
Vice Chairman of Chunya District Council, Ramadhan Shumbi called on farmers to stop travelling with huge amount of cash, telling them to either keep it at home or deposit in banks, its rightful places.

He also called on other banks to emulate CRDB Bank by sending their services close to the people.

CRDB Bank Plc launches mobile bank branch for Chunya District

with traditional subjects.
An artist from India, Narendar Reddy ,said: “Iam happy to work with Tanzanian 

artists, they are creative and did very good paintings that can be sold at higher prices,” he said.
He said before the exhibition, he met with Tanzanian artists for four days at Swa-mi Vivekananda Cultural Centre (SVCC) where they shared ideas related to paint-ing works.

He said art is born not made, lauding art-ists for their good paintings.
India’s High Commissioner to Tanzania, Binaya Pradhan, said that Narendar has made paintings that capture nature with his imagination and treats art not just as a creative work but as science.

He said Narendar trained in art at the Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University ( JNTU) in Hyderabad and he did research in art in Aichi in Japan, exposed to the work of the great masters during his trips abroad.
An artist from Tanzania, Agnes Mpata lauded the High Commissioner for organ-izing the event that gave her a chance to market her paintings and share ideas with Indian artists.

“Tanzanian artists have a lot of works but they are yet to properly market them internationally,” he said.
He called upon the Indian High Commis-sioner to continue organizing more work-shops that will help them to learn from their counterparts and exchange ideas.

By Guardian Reporter

AFRICAN nations will not thrive to get trade liberation if its countries will not unite and have a common market in which each nation will trade and export goods without re-strictions.
African Continental Free 

Trade Area (AfCFTA) secretary general Wamkele Mene made the call yesterday during the of-ficial launch of the 46th  Dar es Salaam International Trade Fair (DITF).
He said strong efforts are still needed to bring commercial transformation in the countries so as to enable them to produce 

quality products but also com-pete freely in the global market.“African countries need to agree and have a common mar-ket. It is not Tanzania, Kenya or any country which will succeed to get freedom if they will not sit down and agree to have the common market for the ben-efits of all,” he said.

The secretary said that the majority of the countries on the continent have been fac-ing challenges even during outbreak of diseases and war due to lack of commercial in-dependence.
He cited the example that even after the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic as well as 

the Russia-Ukraine war, the economies of many African countries stagnated as they depend much, including key products from the two coun-tries.
 “We need to know that no one from overseas will come and bring liberation in this area of economy, we need to 

unite, stand firm, cooperate and fight by ourselves for the bright future of our continent,” he added.
Minister for Industries and Trade, Ashatu Kijaji assured the secretary general that Tanza-nia will continue strengthening efforts to ensure that it utilizes the presence of the market well 

by producing and selling qual-ity products.
“Our leader (Mene) has vis-ited many of our pavilions and has hailed us for promoting and supervising production of quality products. He has also advised us to increase value so as to compete well in the AfCFTA market,” she said.

Come up with common market, Mene tells African nations 

Former Prime Minister Mizengo Pinda points at  a painting by Buddha, ahjo  shaped `indian thought, accompanied by visiting Indian artist Narendar Reddy  and 

India’s High Commissioner to Tanzania, Binaya Pradhan. Photo: Guardian Correspondent 

Two teams from Nigeria won the grand prize, a second win for Nigeria in the glob-al championships. The other two Nigerian teams won the first prize and the second prize respectively. Teams from Uganda and Kenya won the first prize, teams from Tan-zania and Ghana won the second prize, and teams from Zimbabwe, Mauritius, Tanzania, Kenya, and Ghana won the third prize.The ICT Competition is an important part of “LEAP”, a talent ecosystem development 

program launched by Huawei in sub-Saha-ran Africa. This program aims to cultivate more than 100,000 ICT talents for the region within three years. Through organizing digi-tal skills training, and encouraging students to participate in relevant skills competitions, LEAP is committed to improving the digi-tal skills of young people in the region and promoting employment competitiveness. It helps meet the huge demand for digital tal-ent in business and society.

The Competition attracted 150,000 stu-dents from 85 countries. After a year of selec-tion processes, 130 teams reached the global finals. The scale of the competition was the largest ever. The competition projects in-cluded cloud, network, and digital innova-tive solutions, which encourages students to combine their ICT knowledge with their practice and propose innovative solutions to address the problems facing social develop-ment.
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By Guardian Reporter, Mwanza

CONSTRUCTION of the Kigongo-Busisi 
Bridge (3,200m) linking Mwanza city with 
neighbouring countries of Rwanda, Burundi 
and Uganda is close to halfway point.

Pascal Ambrose, the Tanzania National 
Roads Agency (TanRoads) regional manager, 
said here yesterday that the contractor is 
working day and night to ensure the project 
is completed on schedule, by February 
2024.

Construction has reached 47.3 per cent 
and upon completion it will be a catalyst for 
reducing poverty, by its catalytic effect on 
economic activities,” he said, noting that the 
bridge will replace ferries as the principal 

‘716.3bn/- Kigongo – Busisi
Bridge near halfway point’

Samia directs AG
to draft overhauls 
over partnerships, 
procurement laws
By Getrude Mbago

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu Hassan has directed 
the Attorney General (AG) to initiate reviews of 
the Public Private Partnerships (PPP) Act and 
the Public Procurement Act as these laws thwart 
efforts to keep investors in the country.

After witnessing the signing of an agreement 
for the construction of the fourth lot of the 
Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) from Tabora to 
Isaka (165km) priced at $900.1m (2.09trn/-), the 
president said the two legislations erect walls on 
investors seeking to put up investment projects 
due to delays by government officials in making 
decisions, part of a wider web of unnecessary 
bureaucracy.

The Tanzania Railways Corporation (TRC) 
director general Masanja Kadogosa signed the 
accord with the director of Yapi Merkez of Turkey 
at the State House in Dar es Salaam, while another 
agreement was signed between TRC and Korea 
Railways for capacity building of local experts 

for smooth and sustainable supervision of SGR 
operations.

Lack of rapid decisions on investment projects 
was among major issues scaring numerous 
potential investors, she stated, insisting that 
this situation should not be entertained, also 
directing the Tanzania Ports Authority (TPA) 
to exercise greater creativity to propel rapid 
clearing of goods.

“I am not satisfied with operations at the 
port,” she said, pointing out that the port was 
not doing well in the area of ICT. “There is 
bureaucracy here and I want this to change, our 
ports need to operate efficiently so as to attract 
more customers and increase revenues,” she 
emphasized.

If well operated, the Dar es Salaam port can 
generate half of the country’s total budgetary 
funds, the president underlined.

In a competitive world fuelled by development 
of technology and innovation, Tanzania needs to 

TURN TO PAGE 2

NSSF assets now
standing at 6trn/-
By Guardian Reporter

ASSETS being held by the National Social 
Security Fund (NSSF) are estimated at 6trn/-
, on the basis of unaudited financial reports 

for the year ending June 30th 2022.
Masha Mshomba, the director general, 

made this observation at the fund’s pavilion 
for the 46th Dar es Salaam International 
Trade Fair (DITF) along Kilwa Road in Dar 

es Salaam, where the chief guest was Zanzibar 
President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi.

 “The fund’s value has been increasing rapidly 
due to good response from contributors. 
Employers have been properly remitting 
employees’ contributions for the past two 
years,” he said, noting that as of now, NSSF’s 
monthly collections surpass 110bn/-, collecting 
1.3trn/- during the financial year ending late last 
month.

“Last year’s collections far surpassed the 
previous years, as in the financial year ending 
June 30th, 2021, the fund collected 1.1trn/-
,” he said, attributing the higher collections 
to improved use of information and 

National Pg 4
PBWB calls on public to preserve water 

means of crossing Lake Victoria.
The bridge will accommodate greater 

traffic volumes and improve the safety of 
users, he said, elaborating that construction 
has a bridge and road components, where 
bridge works covers the construction of 
an ‘extra-dosed’ bridge for 520m, while the 
total length will be upwards of 3,000m.

Experts say extra dosage involves 
combining the usual boxed in features and 
suspension mechanisms to cross a long 
stretch of the lake. The road construction 
consists of widening 1.66 km existing road 
to double lane on each side, along with 
an additional 1.16km road stretch on the 
Kigongo side and 0.5km on the Busisi side, 
the manager noted.

The approach roads are prolonged from 
existing surfaced roads to the new bridge, 
which will ensure that the road is passable 
throughout the year with ease. The air 
quality will also be improved with a reduced 
traffic volume using the ferry, reduced travel 
time and overall improvement of public 
transport, he stated.

The government-financed project is being 
developed by the China Civil Engineering 
Construction Group (CCECG) and China 
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Ministry chasing electronic tag fix 
for 10m animals before August 31
By Correspondent James Kandoya

TEN million livestock will be marked with 
electronic ear tags across the country by the end 
of next month.

Prof Hezron Nonga, the director of veterinary 
services in the Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries, 
said yesterday that the target is to fix such tags 
on at least 70 percent of the animal population 
by late August, to comply with provisions of 
the Livestock Identification, Registration and 

Traceability Act of 2010.
Guidelines for the exercise were issued by the 

ministry last October, with the overall design 
being to make the targeted animals easy to 
identify in terms of their specificity and location.

Wider objectives include controlling animal 
diseases and livestock theft, enhancing food 
safety assurance and regulating the movement of 
livestock. This will also entail improving livestock 
products and animal genetic resources, promote 

Public Service Social Security Fund director general Hosea Kashimba (R) pictured yesterday having a chat with a member of the Fund at the joint 
PSSSF/NSSF (National Social Security Fund) pavilion at the ongoing 46th edition of the Dar es Salaam International Trade Fair. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent

President Samia Suluhu Hassan speaks at State House in Dar es Salaam yesterday shortly after witnessing the signing of a contract on the 
construction of the proposed 165-km Tabora-Isaka stretch of the Standard Gauge Railway. Photo: State House

nPaying retirees rose by 10 pc last fiscal year
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Railway Corporation (CRC).
The 180-tonne capacity bridge 

can take up to 1,600 vehicles at a 
time, a development that rapidly 
enables Mwanza to become a regional 
commercial hub for the Lake Victoria 
Basin.

The contractor implementing the 
project has been paid 223bn/-, while 
the consulting engineer has received 

3bn/- in work expenses, with the 
government similarly paying out 
3bn/- in compensation to 165 people 
who had to vacate land bordering the 
project area, he said.

The project has provided 776 jobs 
mostly to Tanzanians as only 56 jobs 
were handed to expatriates, meanwhile 
as the project helps train local 
engineers on advanced road building, 
with 12 engineers pursuing practical 

training at the site, he specified.
Three engineers out of the 12 are 

TanRoads employees and nine belong 
to the Engineers Registration Board 
(ERB), the regulatory institution.

Several companies are engaged in 
the project as sub-contractors, namely 
C-Labs (T) Ltd, Grinda Builders and 
Supplies Ltd, Hamis A. Kazika Co. Ltd, 
plus C&C Engineering and Planners 
Ltd as well as Pro Consults (T) Ltd.

 Regional Commissioner Robert 
Gabriel said mega infrastructure 
projects in the region will transform 
the city to an efficient trading hub in the 
Great Lakes Region. When the projects 
are completed, the government expects 
to attract the business community 
in each neighbouring country to 
heighten their regional activities from 
the lakeside city, including South 
Sudan and Ethiopia, he added.

FROM PAGE 1

‘716.3bn/- Kigongo – Busisi Bridge near halfway point’

access to markets and address related 
concerns, he said.

Buyers can verify the status of 
animals to verify recommended 
vaccination cycles through information 
contained in the electronic gadget 
fixed on the ears, he stated, elaborating 
that targeted animals are 

35m cattle, 25m goats, 10m sheep 
and over 4000 donkeys.

“Our target is ensuring that all 
animals are fixed with electronic ear 
tags for easy traceability and control 
of cattle or other thefts,” he reasserted.

A private sector company has 
been contracted to distribute and 
fix electronic ear tags under the 
supervision of local government 
authorities, while the government 
had also released indicative prices for 
livestock across the country, he stated.

Dr Anneth Kitambi, a senior official 
with the ministry, said at present just 

three percent of cattle numbers across 
the country had been so registered, 
urging municipal, town and district 
councils to ensure that livestock 
keepers are sufficiently sensitized on 
the issue.

Concerted efforts are needed 
to reach out to the herders before 
the allotted time runs out, she 
emphasized, specifying that Tanzania’s 
cattle population stands at 30.5m, put 
at roughly 1.4 per cent of the global 
cattle population and eleven percent 
of Africa’s cattle population.

Once completed, the tag fixing will 
boost the sale of livestock as the buyers 
will be in a better position to assess the 
health status of such animals in open 
markets, she said.

This aspect is more pronounced 
for animals lined up for export to 
neighbouring countries and beyond, 
as they must be certified by the buyers 
to be safe from diseases, the official 
added.
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Ministry chasing electronic tag fix 
for 10m animals before August 31

cope with the changes so as to benefit 
from various economic opportunities, 
she stated..

Construction of the first phase of 
the SGR from Dar es Salam to Mwanza 
cost a total of 16.7trn/-, with the  railway 
expected to ease transport of goods 
and passengers from Dar es Salaam 
through Coast region, Morogoro, 
Dodoma, Singida, Tabora, Simiyu, 
Shinyanga and Mwanza. It will also 
connect Tanzania with Rwanda, 
Burundi, Uganda, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and implicitly 
South Sudan, and later other African 
countries, she elaborated.

“Our aim is to make Dar es Salaam 
a major commercial hub in Africa 
and making Mwanza a business hub 
for the Lake Victoria zone,” she said, 
noting that Tabora was also a growing 
commercial hub.

The government was implementing 
several strategic projects and initiatives 
to achieve development goals, as once 
SGR operations begin, it will take 2.5 
hours to move from Dar es Salaam 
to Dodoma and eight hours to reach 
Mwanza, enabling people to conduct 
business smoothly, as travel costs will 
also be reduced by 40 per cent.

The government will continue 
looking at the best ways to obtain 
concessional loans to finance strategic 
projects, she said, while Works and 

Transport minister Prof Makame 
Mbarawa said that negotiations for 
the fourth lot of the SGR project took 
four months, as the government was 
seeking to ensure it obtains the right 
value for the money expended.

The TRC director signed two 
agreements, one for the Tabora-Isaka 
SGR line and another for training for 
operating the railway, meanwhile as 
the Dar es Salaam-Morogoro portion 
had been fully completed, and the 
Morogoro to Makutopora section is 
expected to be finished by February 
next year.

The government has procured 1,430 
cargo wagons from China, 17 new train 
heads and 59 passenger wagons from 
South Korea. They will start to enter 
the country by end of this year, he said.

The Tabora-Isaka railway portion 
will take three and a half years to build, 
which includes an operational trial 
period, he added.
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Samia directs AG
to draft overhauls 
over partnerships, 
procurement laws

communications technology (ICT).
On paying benefits to retirees, the 

fund disbursed 594bn/- over the past 
financial year and expects to pay out 
658bn/- in fiscal 2022/23, an increase 
of 10 per cent, he said, similarly 
noting that the fund was supporting 
the government with various taxes, 
totaling whereas in the past five years 
totaled 400bn/-.

In its corporate social responsibility 
(CSR) actions, it has earmarked 
a number of sectors like health, 
education and road building to assist 
various needy communities, he stated.

Participating in an international 
exhibition was an opportunity for 
NSSF to meet with stakeholders 
and some of its members, using the 
platform to inform the public on social 
security matters. “We also use the 
exhibition to educate members on the 
new formula of calculating retirees’ 
pension benefits,” he specified.

Retirees will be paid using the new 
formula as directed by the government 
starting from July 1, where 

NSSF will issue a lump sum payment 
of 33 per cent, from the previous 25 
per cent. The changes in pension 
calculation and disbursement have 
been well received by NSSF members, 
he declared.

NSSF is one of the country’s largest 
public institutions, investing in major 
development projects, thus using the 
international exhibition to advertise its 
investments in real estate, encouraged 
people to rent or purchase its houses in 
Kigamboni, Mtoni Kijichi, Tuangoma, 
Dungu and Mwongozo area.

The houses are good and the 
response is impressive, he said, 
highlighting that NSSF has also injected 
money into the construction of 
Mzizima building in Dar es Salaam. It is 
slated for renting out to people putting 
up hotel facilities, with a similar project 
planned for Mwanza, he said.

Participating in this exhibition 
brings NSSF closer to potential 
investors for its investment projects 
especially buildings. It also enables the 
fund to look for international buyers, 
he added.

FROM PAGE 1

NSSF assets now
standing at 6trn/-

Our aim is to make 
Dar es Salaam a 
major commercial 
hub in Africa and 
making Mwanza a 
business hub for the 
Lake Victoria zone

ACCRA

LEADERS of the Economic 
Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS) has lifted economic and 
financial sanctions imposed on Mali, 
after its military rulers proposed a 
24-month transition to democracy and 
published a new electoral law.

The bloc imposed stiff sanctions 
on Mali in January after the junta said 
it would not organise democratic 

elections the following month as 
initially planned.

ECOWAS Commission President 
Jean Claude Kassi Brou told a news 
conference that the sanctions will be 
lifted immediately. Borders with Mali 
will reopen and regional diplomats will 

return to Bamako. 
“However, the heads of state decided 

to maintain individual sanctions, and 
the suspension of Mali from ECOWAS, 
until the return to constitutional rule,” 
Kassi Brou said.

The individual sanctions targeted 

members of the ruling junta and the 
transitional council.

Mali has defaulted on over $300 
million of its debt due to the sanctions, 
which cut it off from the regional 
financial market and the regional 
central bank.

West African leaders lift financial, 
economic sanctions against Mali

India’s High Commissioner to Tanzania, Binaya Srikanta Pradhan, cuts the ribbon yesterday to inaugurate India’s pavilion at the on-going 46th edition of the Dar es 
Salaam International Trade Fair, where 27 Indian firms are taking by displaying a wide range of goods and services of interest. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Canada’s High Commissioner to Tanzania, Pamela O’Donnell (2nd-L) toasts with Barrick employees at a Canada Day event held at her residence in Dar es Salaam at 
the weekend. The Day (July 1) commemorates the anniversary of the Constitution Act, which consolidated three territories into the single nation of Canada, way 
back in 1867. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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By Francis Kajubi

THE Minister for Industry, Trade 
and Investment Dr Ashatu Kijaji 
has challenged manufacturers and 
processors to use locally produced 
raw materials in their operations so 
that the country becomes competitive 
in the African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA) market.

She posed the challenge yesterday 
in Dar es Salaam at the 46th Dar es 
Salaam International Trade Fair during 
the 15th anniversary ceremony of the 
GF Trucks and Equipment Limited, a 
vehicle assembling company based in 
Kibaha district in Pwani region.

Dr Kijaji revealed that 80 percent 
of equipment and raw materials used 
by manufacturers are not originated 
in Tanzania and therefore fades 
competitiveness at the continental 
market.

“Among other protocols that 
manufacturers are required to observe 
in their operations is the use of locally 
originated materials. They are required 
to use 80 percent of the raw materials 
from the countries where production 
is done to benefit from the AfCFTA 
market,” said Dr Kijaji.

She affirmed that Tanzania is 
determined at exploring potential 
opportunities that come with the 
AfCFTA by creating a conducive 
environment to investors.

She further insisted on the quality of 
goods and services offered at the local 
market as the same products are likely 
to compete at the AfCFTA.

“I would like to challenge GF Trucks 
to use locally produced equipment 
in assembling the vehicles at its 
facility. The government has been 
spending over 500bn/- a year in 
exchanging the local currency to 
foreign in procurement of equipment, 
machineries and technologies that if 
offered at home the money could be 

saved,” said Dr Kijaji.
Addressing the audience on the 

progress realized by the company so 
far, GF Trucks and Equipment Limited 
Managing Director, Imran Karmal said 
that since its inception in 2020 it has 
invested U$2.5million (6bn/-).

“At our assembling facility had so 
far employed 180 workers and offered 
jobs to about 100 temporary workers. 
The company since last December is 
working on an expansion of another 
facility with an investment of 5bn/-,” 
said Karmal.

At the anniversary ceremony, the 
company launched a new FAU Tipper 
of a CA 3256 model. The vehicle is 
the 600th assembled model of the 
tracks that have been produced by the 
company since the first model put on 
market in 2020.

“Not less than 70 assembled vehicles 
are sold by the company on a monthly 
basis. We hope that the factory 
expansion will double production. 
The expansion has been influenced 
by thr growing demand from mining 
companies especially in the coal and 
gold sectors,” asserted Karmal.

By Guardian Reporter

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu Hassan 
yesterday appointed Plasduce Mkeli 
Mbossa the new Tanzania Ports 
Authority (TPA) Director General, 
replacing Eric Hamissi whose 
appointment has been revoked.

A press statement from the Director 
of Presidential Communications, 
Zuhura Yunus stated that before 
the new appointment Mbossa was 
TPA’s deputy director general. His 
appointment starts with immediate 
effect.

President Samia appointed Hamissi 
the new TPA boss in April last year 
tasking him to control embezzlement 
of funds at the port. She gave him a six 
month period to improve performance 
and control embezzlement in the 
authority.

Before being promoted to the new 
post, Hamis served as Managing 
Director of the Marine Services 
Company Limited (MSCL) based in 
Mwanza Region.

“Go there (TPA) and work without 
favoritism. I know currently two camps 
exist among workers of the authority, 
but I have chosen you because you 
don’t belong to any of those camps, go 
and stand in-between,” she told him.

Earlier yesterday, when she 
witnessed the signing of an agreement 
for the construction of the fourth lot 
of the Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) 

connecting Tabora to Isaka (165km) 
worth US$900.1million (2.09 trillion), 
President Samia hinted on lack of 
instant decisions on investment 
projects as among major issues 
that have been scaring a number of 
investors in the country.

The Head of State directed the 
Tanzania Ports Authority (TPA) to 
increase efforts and creativity to 
facilitate easy and fast issuance of 
services.

“I am not satisfied with the 
operations at our port, we are not 
doing well in the area of ICT, there 

is bureaucracy here and I want 
this to change, our ports need to 
operate efficiently to attract more 
customers and increase revenues,” 
she remarked.

According to President Samia, if well 
supervised and operated, the Dar es 
Salaam port will be able to finance half 
of the country’s total budget.

Samia said under the competitive 
World which is fuelled by development 
of technology and innovation, 
Tanzania needs to cope with the 
changes so as to benefit from various 
economic opportunities.

Minister Kijaji challenges 
Tanzanian manufacturers,
processors to use locally 
produced raw materials

National Social Security Fund (NSSF) director general Masha Mshomba (R), national informal sectors scheme manager Rehema Chuma (C) and Temeke regional 
manager Feruzi Mtika exchange ideas yesterday at the joint NSSF/PSSSF (Public Service Social Security Fund) pavilion at the on-going 46th edition of the Dar es 
Salaam International Trade Fair. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

I N N O V A T O R S 
in Information 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Technology (ICT) in the 
country will now be able to 
use scarce communication 
resources including 
frequencies, short forms 
for numbers, .co.tz domain 
name in order to complete 
their innovations after 
Tanzania Communications 
Regulatory Authority 
(TCRA) struck a cooperation 
agreement in exchange of 
these resources with the 
Commission of science and 
Technology (COSTECH) 
who will be handed the 
resources on behalf of 
innovators.

TCRA Director General 
Dr Jabiri Bakari revealed 
this at TCRA pavilion in 
the ongoing 46th Dar es 
Salaaam International 
Trade Fair at Mwalimu 
Nyerere Fair Grounds in Dar 
es Salaam.

“TCRA has mobilised 
itself to make sure we 
facilitate innovators and 
students with good ideas 
in advancing the digital 
economy and added that the 
cooperation among the two 
institutions aims to widen 
the scope on innovation.

“We have number 
resources, frequencies 
and .co.tz domain name 
which according to past 
procedures these could be 
obtained by paying for a 
licence fee, but now, you as 
a startup innovator these 
are obtained free of any 
charges,” he said.

To ensure the plan 
attains success, TCRA has 
also agreed with the ICT 
Commission to empower 
innovators, especially the 

Innovators now to utilise limited 
communication resources - TCRA

youth so as to make sure they cooperate in 
the strengthening the digital economy. 

In so doing TCRA has provided the 
Commission with an office to enable it 
implement its goals including improvement 
to the environment and infrastructures to 
assist innovators.

He said as for now TCRA concentrates in 
empowering the youth from primary school 
level where the Authority has facilitated 
for the establishment of digital clubs to 
strengthen the youth generation who live 

with ICT in deeds.
Earlier, Dar es Salaam Regional 

Commissioner Amos Makalla, accompanied 
by Temeke District Commissioner Jokate 
Mwengelo visited the TCRA pavilion and 
praised the good work being done by TCRA 
in supervising communications services in 
the country.

At its pavilion, TCRA has put up a desk 
that serves people by receiving complaints 
and issuing various statements regarding 
the use of communications services.

At our assembling 
facility had so 
far employed 180 
workers and offered 
jobs to about 100 
temporary workers. 
The company since 
last December 
is working on an 
expansion of another 
facility with an 
investment of 5bn/-

Plasduce Mbossa is named 
TPA’s new director general 
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GF Trucks & Equipment Ltd board chairman Mahboub Karmali (R) gifts Industry, Trade and Investment minister Dr Ashatu Kijaji a souvenir at the grounds of the 
on-going 46th edition of the Dar es Salaam International Trade Fair yesterday. Looking on is the firm’s factory director, Imran Karmali. Photo: Correspondent 
Jumanne Juma

By Guardian Reporter

PRIME Minister Kassim Majaliwa has 
said that the government has issued over 
2bn/- to finance the implementation 
of various development projects in 
Nanganga ward, Ruangwa District, in 
Lindi Region.

The premier said this yesterday 
when addressing citizens in the ward 
during his ongoing official tour to 
inspect various development projects 
implemented in the ward. The projects 
include those of water, education, 

health and many others.
“President Samia Suluhu Hassan 

has dished out over 2bn/- for the 
construction of a mega water project at 
Nanganga as well as implementation of 
many other projects in the health and 
education sector, so we should utilize 
the irrigation farming opportunity,” he 
said.

The premier said a total of 447m/- 
has been issued for the construction 
of the Nanganga water project, 31m/- 
for water supply in Mbecha village 
and 470m/- for the construction of 

Mchenganyumba secondary school.
He directed the Ruangwa district 

leadership to supervise its plan to 
build a vegetable market in Nanganga 
ward so as to enable farmers to have a 
secure place to conduct business o the 
produce.

Similarly, the Prime Minister urged 
students to focus on their studies 
as the government was financing 
expenses of their education by 
facilitating a fee-free education as well 
as improvement of infrastructures to 
make them friendly.

Some of the projects that he inspected 
include the Nangumbu health centre, 
Mtakuja village dispensary but also 
visited the Wandawale primary 
school as well as greeting residents 
at Chimbila village urging them to 
continue working hard to contribute to 
the country’s development.

Earlier, Nanganga ward councilor 
Kambona commended the 
government for its commitment in 
improving services and people’s lives 
through implementation of various 
development projects.

By Guardian Correspondent, Moshi 

PANGANI Basin Water Board (PBWB) 
has pleaded with water stakeholders 
and the community in general to 
think of ways to preserve water as a 
precautionary measure against water 
shortage due to persistent drought in 
some areas of northern regions. 

PBWB has also called upon local 
councils in Arusha, Kilimanjaro, 
Manyara and Tanga regions to have a 
joint plan for water use.

The advice was given here yesterday 
by the PBWB Director, Segule Segule 
when addressing Moshi residents.

“Right now PBWB marks Pangani 
Water Basin Day by attaining 31 years 
of the board’s establishment.

“This year there is a real threat of 
water scarcity, rains have been little, 
hence it is essential for stakeholders 
and the public with high water 
consumption to preserve the basic 
commodity by digging dams,” he 
said. 

Segule said statistics show that when 
the country attained its independence 
the population was only about 
10.2 million and individual water 
consumption was 7,862 cubic litres 
which dropped to 2,300 2,300 cubic 
metres in 2020.

 He added that the population has 
greatly increased in the Pangani Water 
basin compared to the water available 
per person, which is 1,430 cubic metres 
for 4 million people in the basin area.

 In addition, Segule called on the 
community to fully involve themselves 
in the protection of water sources 
through environmental preservation 
that will solve challenges regarding 
water shortages in some regions.

 “I call upon all institutions in 
Kilimanjaro Region to emulate various 
other institutions that have come 
up to protect and supervise water 
resources in Arusha and Tanga regions 
to make the preservation sustainable 
for the security of water resources, 
including the preservation of snow 
on Mt Kilimanjaro, said Moshi District 
Commissioner, Abbas Kayanda.

He said already PBWB had begun 
protection of water sources including 
the demarcation of the areas against 
human activities in them and planting 
of trees.

“The basin has identified 929 water 
sources out of which 40 have been 
permanently demarcated, with the 
erection of 340 signboards including 
those warning against the destruction 
of water sources as well as building 
62,000 trees,” Kayanda said.

He also said the government 
supports all efforts done by PBWB 
for the protection of the basin’s water 
sources and called on the community 
to do the same.

Meanwhile, PBWB chairman, Ruth 
Koya said they plan to make sure 
they minimize disputes among water 
users through policies and guidelines 
governing the water sector. 

PBWB urges public to protect 
water sources against drought

Rotary Club of Masaki president Akshay Vithlan (L) presents birthing kits to Sharifa Ally (2nd-R) at Dar es Salaam’s Kigamboni health centre at the weekend. The 
club has donated a total of 350 such items thus far at Chanika and Kigamboni in Dar es Salaam as well as in Bukoba, Kagera Region.  Photo: Guardian Correspondent

PM Majaliwa issues over 2bn/- to finance 
development projects in Nanganga ward

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, Dodoma

THE Tanzanian Cities 
Transforming Infrastructure and 
Competitiveness (TACTIC) project 
has rolled out $360million to 
support implementation of a major 
project for the facelift of diverse key 
infrastructures within different 45 
cities in Tanzania.

Being it first phase, the envisage 
project which set for implementation 
under three tiers focuses to improve 
numerous infrastructure within the 
beneficiary cities, including roads, 
markets, commuter bus terminals as 
well as storm water drainage systems 
among others.

The 45 cities in question include 
Dodoma, Arusha, Kigoma, Tabora, 
Mwanza, Ilemela, Geita, Kahama, 
Morogoro, Songea, Sumbawanga, 
Mbeya, Tanga, Moshi, Kibaha, Korogwe, 
Singida, Babati, Iringa, Njombe, 
Shinyanga, Bariadi and Musoma.

Others are Bukoba, Mpanda, Lindi, 
Mtwara, Kasulu, Mnyamba, Masasi, 
Tunduma, Makambako, Handeni, 
Bagamoyo, Tarime, Bunda, Chato, 
Mbulu, Mbinga, Nzega, Kondoa, 
Newala, Ifakara, Mafinga and Vwawa.

TACTIC’s Dodoma Regional 
Coordinator, Eng Kileo Nicodemous 
expressed that as per the project’s first 
tier, at least twelve cities are expected 
to benefit accordingly, saying the 
initiative is projected to gobble up to 
USD 228m.

He named the cities set to benefit 
under the robust project’s first tier as 
Dodoma, Arusha, Kigoma, Tabora, 
Mwanza, Ilemela, Geita, Kahama, 
Morogoro, Songea, Sumbawanga and 
Mbeya.

“Implementation of the project 
within the 12 cities has been drafted 
to take off from December this year, 
currently, different consultants 
companies from within and outside 
the country are continuing with 
effective designing over the projects,” 
Eng Nicodemous informed.

He added that, the project for the 
improvement of the infrastructures 
varies from cities to cities basing on 
priorities of each city.

“Authorities within the beneficiary 
cities were required to select vital 
infrastructure facets to be improved, 
however, as per the project, selection 
of the beneficiary cities was based on 
population as well as development 
pace,” he stated.

So far, he informed that the project 
has selected at least three designing 
consultant companies, saying the 
companies are currently undertaking 

thorough studies and designing of the 
different projects within the twelve 
cities.

“Each company is obliged for 
the designing of varied projects in 
different four cities and it is our hope 
that the picked sides will finalize their 
tasks within the framed and required 
standards,” he added.

After completion of the whole 
processes for the designing of the 
projects, according to him, the project 
–TACTIC, will on September this year 
advertise tenders to get professional 
contractors for the general work for 
the construction of the projects.

“According to the drafted schedule 
construction of the projects within 
all twelve cites under the first tier has 
been set to effectively kick off from 
December this year,” he expressed.

Eng Kileo detailed that WB has 
decided to inject the country with 
the lucrative funds to support 
improvement of key infrastructures 
within the mentioned cities after being 
satisfied with the good manner, as well 
as value for money, demonstrated by 
the country during implementation of 
different prior WB’s project within the 
country.

He disclosed the prior project that 
was implemented under WB funds 
as the Urban Local Government 
Strengthening Program (ULGSP), Dar 
es Salaam Metropolitan Development 
Project as well as the Tanzania Strategic 
Cities Project (TSCP) which was 
executed during 2011-2020, through 
funds from the World Bank (IDA Credit) 
and a grant from the Government of 
the Kingdom of Denmark.

$360m to facelift key 
infrastructure across 
45 cities in Tanzania 

By Guardian Reporter

THE World Bank has appointed 
Victoria Kwakwa as the new World 
Bank Vice President for Eastern and 
Southern Africa, effective today. 

According to a statement issued 
yesterday, Kwakwa, an economist 
and development expert with over 
30 years of experience, will lead an 
active regional programme including a 
financing portfolio of over 300 projects 
totaling more than $50 billion and 
extensive policy research and advice.

Under Kwakwa’s leadership, the 
World Bank will continue to provide 
vital support to countries as they 
face a series of complex, multifaceted 
challenges including the fall-out from 
the COVID-19 crisis, increasing climate 

shocks, food- and energy-fueled 
inflation, and rising debt levels. She will 
focus on support to economic recovery 
and transformation, private sector job 
creation, human capital development, 
climate resilience, agricultural 
productivity and food security, as well 
as access to critical infrastructure. 
The World Bank will also target efforts 
to reduce the drivers of fragility and 
conflict, improve gender equality and 
increase regional integration.

Kwakwa brings a wealth of 
development experience to the 

position, having worked on countries 
in Africa, and East Asia. In her most 
recent role as the World Bank’s Vice 
President for Corporate Strategic 
Initiatives, she worked closely with 
the World Bank Managing Director 
of Operations to enhance the Bank’s 
operational efficiency and impact. 
She also served as the Vice President 
for East Asia Pacific from April 2016 
to September 2021, where she led the 
bank’s engagement with 23 diverse 
clients on a wide range of development 
issues.

With a track record of putting 
people at the center of her work, 
Kwakwa is dedicated to bringing 
innovative approaches and financing 
to development to contribute to 
achieving a stable, integrated, 
and resilient region with dynamic 
economies and prosperous societies 
in which all citizens, notably women, 
children and youth enjoy equality of 
opportunity. 

Kwakwa succeeds Hafez Ghanem, 
who retired from the World Bank on 
June 30, 2022.

Victoria Kwakwa appointed WB’s Vice 
President for Eastern, Southern Africa

Authorities 
within the 
beneficiary cities 
were required 
to select vital 
infrastructure 
facets to be 
improved, 
however, as 
per the project, 
selection of 
the beneficiary 
cities was based 
on population 
as well as 
development 
pace
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TRADITIONAL fortified villages in 
southern Morocco are under threat.

The main issue is the lack of 
restoration that threatens this cultural 
and architectural heritage.

“Those buildings are made with 
fragile materials, so they don’t resist 
that much, so when it’s raining it’s 
cracking and comes down that’s why 

we have to keep it in good condition. 
So the most important thing is to 
encourage more people to go back 
to live in those places and maybe 
make another local development 
and more economical things like 
push people to not go to the cities”, 
explained Mohammed Oulkachire, 
researcher in the Kasbahs and Ksars 
of Ouarzazate.

Although most villages (Ksars) and 

fortifications (kasbahs) require urgent 
attention, some have been restored 
and are now attracting tourists and 
new inhabitants.

This is the case of Kasbah Amridil 
thathas become a tourist attraction.

“Twenty years of renovations 
were done for this Kasbah. It 
happened after seeing this Kasbah 
almost ruined so thanks to the 
family owners of this Kasbah and 

also tourists who always visit it, this 
Kasbah also helped the renovation 
of another Kasbah. All of this was 
possible because the Kasbah used 
to be on the 50 Dh ($5) note, it’s 
famous”, said Nasser Mohammed 
Mekki, manager of Kasbah Amridil.

Many of these buildings were 
first built during the reign of the 
Almoravids, an Islamic Berber dynasty, 
in the 11th century AD.

WIPAHS suspends 
drilling of 19 water 
wells in Tunduru 

Tanzania International Container Terminal Services (TICTS) CEO Matthew Clifft (3rd-L) pictured shortly after presenting 20 computer sets and a printer/projector 
to Nachingwea district commissioner Hashim Komba (5th-R). The event was also attended by Dar es Salaam regional administrative secretary Hassan Rugwa, 
Nachingwea District Council chairman Adinani Mpyagila, Nachingwea district executive director Chionda Kawawa, TICTS chief human resources and administration 
officer Ladislaus Prosper and TICTS head of commercial and corporate affairs Donald Talawa. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Morocco’s architectural heritage under threat

By Correspondent James Kandoya

WORLD Islamic Propagation and 
Humanitarians Service (WIPAHS) 
has  suspended  drilling of 19 water 
bore wells worth over 65m/-  in 
Tunduru District, Mtwara Region for 
lack of cooperation from the district 
authorities.

WIPAHS CEO Jabir Rajani said over 
the weekend that the organisation had 
reached the decision after some of 
their staff was put into police custody 
alleged not to be good Samaritans.

He said the decision made by the 
district authority was unfair for 
organizations like WIPAHS that had 
been collaborating strongly with the 
government for over 30 years.

Rajani said the organization had up 
to date drilled over 3000 water wells, 
build hospitals and schools.

He said the decision to drill water 
wells in the district followed a request 
from the ward’s executive officers 
including Mkotamo ward, showing the 
shortage of resources.

Rajani  said initially the plan was to 
drill 30 water wells  to the residents of 
Tunduru, but due to the incident they 
ended up drilling 11 water wells  worth 
38.5m/-

The CEO added that despite all 
procedures and correspondences, the 
institute drilled only 11 water bore wells 
and its staff ended in police custody.

“I kindly inform the public that, 
the organization announces to stop 
drilling remaining water wells and 
instead channel the services to other 
districts,” he said.

He said WIPAHS was a humanitarian 
organisation and not profit oriented 
and therefore it will shift its services to 
other districts.

According to him, the organisation 
initially planned to drill 30 water wells 
to cut off the shortage of water in 
schools, mosques and other institutes.

Namasakata Ward Councilor Rashid 
Usanjo confirmed the incident adding 
that WIPAHS staffs came purposely to 
drill water wells and not otherwise.

He said on  May 31st, this year, the 
district authority invited them for a 
joint meeting with WIPAHS staff where 
the arrest order of the supervisor and 
some  staffs was given out.

However after correspondence with 
district authorities,, they were released 
from police custody on June 04.

WIPAHS is Non-Governmental 
Organization (NGO), started its 
activities in early 1985/86.

For the past 23 years, WIPAHS has 
improved the living conditions of the 
indigenous community of Tanzania, 
which has been suffering from poverty, 
diseases and illiteracy.

 WIPAHS’ impact can be seen by its 
vast number of projects which promote 
rural development through education, 
the access to water, economic 
sustainability and the enhancement of 
religious learning.

The vision of WIPAHS is to transform 
individuals into an egalitarian and 
literate society through supporting 
and promoting community education 
to people irrespective of their ethnic 
linguistic, provincial or religious 
background.

By Special Correspondent

TO coordinate, support, monitor, 
and evaluate the implementation of 
the African Union One Health Strategy 
for Zoonotic Disease Prevention and 
Control across the Member States, the 
African Union Interagency Group on 
One Health has been established. 

The Interagency was established 
during a meeting on One Health 
that took place from 13-14 June 2022 
at AU-IBAR in Nairobi, Kenya. The 
Interagency comprises several AU 
offices that have been mandated to 
deal with various aspects of human/ 
animal health interventions, namely: 
The Africa Centre for Disease Control 
and Prevention (Africa CDC); The 
African Union InterAfrican Bureau 
for Animal Resources (AU-IBAR); The 
Scientific, Technical and Research 
Commission (STRC); The Department 
of Agriculture, Rural Development 
and Blue Economy (DARBE); The 
Department of Health, Humanitarian 
Affairs, and Social Development (HHS); 
the InterAfrican Phytosanitary Council 
(AU-IAPSC); and the Citizens and 
Diaspora Organisations (CIDO).

The interagency will specifically 
be tasked with achieving several 
objectives; namely: the  development 
of the AU One Health Strategy for 
zoonotic diseases; the development 
of  a consensual road map for the 
implementation of One Health 
Strategy for zoonotic diseases in 
Africa; undertake an inventory 
of Zoonotic Disease Prevention 
and Control related activities; 
coordinate, monitor, and evaluate 
implementation activities of the 
AU One Health Strategy Zoonotic 
Diseases;  compile an inventory 
of Zoonotic Disease Prevention 
and Control associated activities 
being undertaken by different AU 
institutions, document the roles of 
the institutions in the control and 
prevention of Zoonotic diseases, and  
to coordinate implement, monitoring 
and evaluation of the AU One Health 
Strategy Zoonotic Diseases activities.

The Interagency comprises senior 
representatives and experts from 
the following African Union organs: 
AUC chairperson’s office or Deputy 
Chairperson Office; Pan African 
Veterinary Vaccine Centre (AU-
PANVAC); Inter-African Bureau for 
Animal Resources (AU- IBAR); Africa 

Centres for Disease Control and 
Prevention (Africa CDC); Education, 
Science, Technology and Innovation 
Department; Women, Gender and 
Youth Directorate; The Citizens and 
Diaspora Organizations (CIDO); 
The New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development (NEPAD); Scientific, 
Technical and Research Commission 
(STRC); Inter-African Phytosanitary 
Council (IAPSC); Pan African Tsetse 
and Trypanosomiasis Eradication 
Campaign (PATTEC); the Directorate 
for Sustainable Environment and 
Blue Economy (SEBE); and the Health, 
Humanitarian Affairs and Social 
Development (Division of Health 
Systems, Diseases and Nutrition). The 
Task Force shall function through 
meetings that will be convened twice a 
year, either in person or virtually.  The 
Task Force Secretariat will be jointly 
hosted by Africa CDC and AU-IBAR. 
The Joint secretariat AU-IBAR Africa 
CDC will provide support in terms of 
logistics and information resources 
to assist with operations of meetings, 
groups and individuals as required.

One Health is a collaborative, 
multisectoral and Transdisciplinary 
approach to attaining optimal health 
outcomes for people, animals, plants, 
and their shared environment. 
Practically, One Health involves the 
collaboration between human, animal, 
and environmental health sectors 
and other relevant stakeholders 
in designing and implementing 
programmes, policies, legislation, 
and research intended to achieve 
better health outcomes for all. A One 
Health approach is critical for the 
accelerated implementation of the 
International Health Regulations (IHR 
2005), the OIE standards, to safeguard 
the socioeconomic and political 
integration of the continent and to 
achieve the aspirations of AU Agenda 
2063: The Africa We Want. Zoonotic 
diseases decrease food availability, 
creating local and international trade 
barriers. According to the World Bank 
(2010), the direct cost of zoonotic 
diseases over the last decade has been 
estimated to be more than $20 billion, 
with over $200 billion in direct losses 
to affected economies. For example, 
there is over $3.6 trillion loss from 
COVID-19, $53 billion loss from the 
2014-16 Ebola outbreaks, $20 billion 
for Zika and $8.6 billion for canine 
rabies, among others.

African Union establishes 
one health coordination 
group on zoonotic diseases 

Population and Housing Census commissioner Anne Makinda elaborates on the importance and relevance of census as she addresses a meeting at an Old Shinyanga 
auction, appealing to the public to take full part in the national census slated for this August 23. Photo: Correspondent Marco Maduhu

GENEVA

THE World Food Programme has 
warned that conflict, climate change, 
COVID-19, and skyrocketing prices of 
food, fuel, and fertilizer are further 
threatening stability and development 
prospects in Africa’s Sahel region.

WFP warns a wave of hunger and 
suffering is sweeping across part of 
the Sahel, driving people to the brink 
of desperation and upending years of 
development gains.

The agency reports 12.7 million 
people are acutely hungry, including 
1.4 million on the verge of starvation. 
It says 6 million children are acutely 
malnourished, making them 
vulnerable to disease and even death if 

they do not receive treatment for their 
condition.

Alexandre Le Cuziat is WFP senior 
emergency preparedness and 
response adviser for West Africa. 
Speaking from Dakar in Senegal, he 
warns the number of people suffering 
from acute hunger and the number of 
malnourished children is likely to rise 
during the current lean season when 
food stocks are at their lowest.

“What we see is that acute hunger is 
driven primarily by conflict that will 
continue to trigger massive population 
displacements and the violence is often 
preventing people from accessing 
markets, fields, or humanitarian 
assistance. The region also bears the 
consequences of a climatic shock with 

very, very poor rains in 2021, one of the 
worst in the last 40 years,” he said.

Le Cuziat says the conflict in Ukraine 
has driven up food and energy prices. 
He adds it also has led to shortages 
of fertilizer needed for the planting 
season, which is now over.

He notes less than half of the region’s 
fertilizer needs have been met. This, 
he says, could result in a 20% drop in 
agricultural production in the region 
this year, further increasing the levels 
of hunger.

He says needs in the region are at 
record highs at a time when resources 
to respond to emergencies are 
dwindling. He says a lack of money 
is forcing WFP to reduce the number 
of people receiving assistance and 

to cut rations for the remaining 
beneficiaries.

“Even before the conflict in Ukraine 
drove up the global prices of food, 
fuel, and fertilizer, we were forced to 
cut rations by up to 50% in all of the 
Sahelian countries, as well as Nigeria, 
CAR. And our emergency nutrition 
programs are also underfunded, 
which combined to the cuts I was 
mentioning on our operations is 
going to put a lot of stress on what 
little resources the poorest families 
have left,” he said.

Le Cuziat says WFP requires $329 
million in the next six months for its 
life saving operation and to prevent the 
Sahel from becoming, what he calls, an 
all-out humanitarian catastrophe.

Multiple crises threatening stability and development in Sahel 
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Zanzibar Health minister Nassor Ahmed Mazrui (R) receiving a gift from Akiba Commercial Bank official Anthony Kunambi yesterday during a visit to the bank’s 
pavilion at the on-going 46th edition of the Dar es Salaam International Trade Fair. The minister commended the bank for extending “quality services and 
deserving support” to members of the business community in the country traders in the country. Photo: Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

THE Director of Ocean Preservation 
Department in Zanzibar, Dr Makame 
Omar Makame has said ocean 
preservation is the main foundation 
of the blue economy for the country’s 
development through the fishing 
sector, tourism and harvesting of other 
ocean products.

Dr Makame made the remarks here 
at the weekend at the meeting for 

submitting feedback to government 
stakeholders in regard to the 
establishment and implementation of 
ocean protection activities.

He called on various stakeholders 
to supervise ocean protection in the 
entire tourism value chain from the 
ocean’s environment and its resources. 

“If we destroy ocean reserve areas 
we can cause the plummeting of youth 
employment opportunities, that in 
turn can spur the country’s downturn,” 

he said.
Dr Makame further said his 

department plans to install fake corals 
in order to restore scarce marine 
lives so as to increase the number of 
attractions for tourists. 

Meanwhile, the Department’s Head 
Conservator, Mohamed Choum called 
on various stakeholders including 
defence and security organs to 
maintain joint cooperation regarding 
inclusive marine protection by 

mounting frequent patrols to tame 
illegal fishing activities. 

He also called on fishermen to be 
at the forefront in supervising ocean’s 
reserve areas by controlling those 
bent on the destruction of marine 
resources.

In the same vein, tourist guides asked 
the department to establish a special 
committee for the protection of the 
environment due to great destruction 
of the same now ongoing.

South Korea embarking on 
special project to improve 
country’s education system

‘Ocean resources preservation 
is foundation of blue economy’

By Beatrice Philemon

SOUTH Korean government has 
embarked on a special programme 
aimed to equip senior managers in 
the country’s education sector with 
essential skills to enable them develop 
right policies and decisions to improve 
the education system.

KOICA country director, Kyucheol 
Eo said to start with, a total of 20 
senior managers from the ministry of 
Education, Science and Technology, 
President’s Office-Regional 
Administration and Local Government 
(PO-RALG) and other officials from 
public schools have attended the two-
week training physically in Dar es 
Salaam and others online.

Implemented by the Education 
Development Cooperation Network 
(EDCN) Plan Education of South 
Korea, and supported by the Korean 
International Cooperation Agency 
(KOICA), the training programme 
commenced officially on June 22 to 
July 5.

Eo said the training has been 
designed to develop capacity building 
for government officials by providing 
an online seminar by Korean 
Education and Research Information 
Service (KERIS), Korean Educational 
Development Institute and Busan 
National Science Museum (SCIPORT).

He said, between 1991 and 2021, 
KOREA has invited more than 2,000 
Tanzania government officials to 
South Korea to pursue long and short 
courses to enhance their capacity and 
strengthen the partnership between 
the two countries.

Senior education officer from the 
ministry of Education, Science and 
Technology, Lawrence Sanga lauded 
KOICA for coming up with the training 
that will help Tanzania to change 
and improve its education system to 
flourish similarly to South Korea.

Under the programme, managers 
are trained on how to prepare various 
strategies  that will be used to solve  
education challenges  in Tanzania, 
make follow up on implementation of 
the education curriculum at different 
levels, use of statistics in policy 
preparation/formulation and different 
education plans.

“They are equipped with skills on 
the establishment of a big data-based 
Statistical System for educational 
information, content development 
strategy, and policy measures to 
activate school sports, development 
and management of vocational, 
STEM Curriculum and methodology 
and the use of Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT) on 
students.

He said the knowledge and skills 
gained from KOICA will help him to 
provide advice especially in policy 
areas, the uses of ICT at all levels of the 
education system in accordance with 
the environment we have including 
plans and strategy preparation process.

“We are very impressed to see 
how South Korea has managed to 

provide high quality education for 
everyone, they said education is the 
first priority for everyone regardless 
of socioeconomic status, no matter 
how much money a student’s family 
has, each person has the right to have 
a skilled teacher,” he said.

He called on the Korean government 
to continue to provide more training 
to them, especially in strengthening 
the use of research to develop the 
education sector and ICT as well at all 
levels.

“We still need help on how to 
establish a big data-based statistical 
system for educational information 
that in- turn will guide Tanzania to 
come up with the best plans and 
strategy for the education system as 
well as prepare good policy,” he noted.

Assistant director (secondary 
education) President’s Office-Regional 
Administration and Local Government 
(PO-RALG) Hadija Mcheka hailed 
KOICA saying that the skills gained will 
help to improve sports education in 
schools as well as science subjects.

She called on the South Korean 
government to help them access 
computers for ICT subjects and sports 
equipment to be used in schools.

According to her, currently Tanzania 
has more than 10 million primary 
schools and 2 million secondary 
schools.

In a bid to develop student’s talents, 
Tanzania has selected 10 schools for 
sport talents development.

She further called on KOICA to help 
them in teaching science subjects by 
training science teachers to use new 
technology for Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM).

“For example the issue of sport 
education in schools, during the 
training we have learned how 
South Korea has managed to create 
employment for students through the 
sports sector and the health benefits it 
has for them,” she elaborated.

South Korea has been able to set up 
a special school for sport education 
that promotes talents and other issues 
relating to sports.

In addition, she said the country was 
investing much in STEM education 
so as to prepare a quality STEM 
workforce.

By Guardian Correspondent, Njombe

JENISTA Mhagama, Minister of State 
in the President’s Office (Public service 
Management and Good Governance) 
has said that the government, through 
Tanzania Social Action Fund (TASAF) 
is constructing a maternity ward at 
Kibena Hospital in Njombe District 
that is expected to improve maternal 
services as well as services to inborn 
babies.

Jenista made the remarks during her 
inspection of the ward’s construction 
work in Njombe.

“The building we inspected today 
will also provide services to stillborn 
babies,” he said.

Jenista who is in Njombe Region to 
inspect TASAF projects said Njombe 

has 54 projects in all districts of the 
region and added that the projects aim 
to solve challenges facing the people 
in the education, health and road 
infrastructure sectors. 

“Njombe and Makambako districts 
were facing challenges in regard to 
shortage of classrooms in primary 
schools and there were areas that had 
satellite schools that forced students to 
walk long distances to schools, but the 
government has solved many of these 

challenges through TASAF projects,” 
she said.

Meanwhile, Njombe District 
Commissioner, Kissa Kasongwa said 
the maternity building that will also 
be used for stillborn babies will solve 
challenges that face residents in his 
district.

Njombe District Council Director, 
Sharifa Nabalang’anya said her 
residents are happy to find solutions 
to challenges that had been facing 

them in health, education and 
infrastructures sectors and that since 
March this year the district received 
495m/- for building three dispensaries 
whose work will be completed at the 
end of August this year. 

On behalf of TYASAG managing 
director, John Steven the director 
of TASAF projects said he has 
accompanied the minister to inspect 
TASAF projects financed by OPEC the 
sponsorship that runs to 2025.

Tasaf building maternity ward 
at Kibena Hospital - Mhagama

Macon Dunnagan (foreground), Tanzania’s Goodwill ambassador for Tourism in the US, travelling in a bus with 12 other American nationals who are climbing Mount 
Kilimanjaro as part of a special expedition meant to raise US$20,000 for supporting needy widows, children and families in Siha District, Kilimanjaro Region.  This 
is his 48th Mount Kilimanjaro climb. Photo by Correspondent James Lanka

By Guardian Reporter

CCM Publicity and Ideology 
Secretary Shaka Hamdu Shaka 
yesterday said the idea to search 
for a new constitution belongs to all 
Tanzanians and not politicians as it is 
perceived hence the need for a strategy 
to engage the citizenry.

Speaking during an interview with 
a local radio, Shaka said the party has 
never ignored people’s views and calls 
for a new constitution adding that CCM 
believes foundations for leadership are 
built on an inclusive system.

“The aim is open, the constitution 
belongs to the people therefore what 
is needed is the involvement of the 
people in the process so that when 
the document comes it is agreed by 
majority,” he said.

He added that what President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan is doing in sectors of 
economics, politics and the public 

resulted from plans and the party’s 
manifesto.

He said one of the profits resulting 
from the president’s efforts were 
inviting investors into the Liquified 
Natural Gas (LNG) Plant in Lindi and 
Mtwara to cost about 70trn/-.

“The completion of the project 
is breakthrough to Tanzanians; the 
president has done a tremendous job in 
economic diplomacy and international 
affairs,” he said.

He said CCM recognizes the 
challenges that are there especially 
on employment saying the challenge 
was a global issue adding that the 
government was ready to address 
them.

“Let me assure the youth that this 
years’ budget has touched on the youth 
and special groups, we want to achieve 
our target of creating 8 million jobs via 
development projects as well as via the 
private sector,” he said.

Constitution belongs to 
all Tanzanians not just 
politicians, says Shaka

We still need help 
on how to establish 
a big data-based 
statistical system 
for educational 
information that 
in- turn will guide 
Tanzania to come 
up with the best 
plans and strategy 
for the education 
system as well as 
prepare good policy
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Fishermen from Kastamu in Mkinga District, Tanga Region, head back home to the market yesterday with their lean but pleasurable catch. Photo: Correspondent 
Boniface Gideon

JOHANESBURG

A wildlife trophy hunter has been 
killed in an “execution-style” murder in 
South Africa.

Riaan Naude, who uploaded images 
of himself to social media posing with 
the carcasses of endangered species 
like lions, elephants and giraffes he had 
killed, was shot to death.

Police said the 55-year-old was 
found dead next to his vehicle in the 
South African province of Limpopo, 
which is known for its wildlife reserves 
including part of the country’s Kruger 
National Park. South African Police 
Service spokesperson Lieutenant 
Colonel Mamphaswa Seabi said: “The 
man was lying with his face up and 
there was blood on his head and face.”

Officers found a pair of hunting rifles, 
clothes, water, whiskey and pyjamas in 
Naude’s vehicle. 

Naude ran the Pro Hunt Africa firm, 
which describes itself on its website 
as a “hunting and Eco Safari outfit” in 
northernmost South Africa.

The Heritage Protection Group, 
a not-for-profit group against rhino 
poaching, claims Naude stopped 

his vehicle on the side of the road 
after it overheated around 5km from 
Mokopane.

It said a man “shot him in cold blood 
at close range” after a second vehicle 
pulled up next to him. Two suspects 
were said to have exited the car and 
stole a gun from Naude before getting 
back into their vehicle and drove in the 
direction of Marken.

Amref, AstraZeneca launch 
mobile clinics in bolstering 
Covid-19 vaccination effort 
in remote parts of Kenya

Wildlife trophy hunter gunned down
in execution-style murder next to car

By Special Correspondent 

AMREF Health Africa and 
AstraZeneca in collaboration with 
the Kenya’s Ministry of Health are 
launching a fleet of Mobile Vaccination 
Clinics (MVCs) in an effort to protect 
last-mile communities from the 
pandemic. The ten movable clinics 
will bring COVID-19 vaccines and 
other health services to hard-to-reach 
communities across Kenya.

The initiative will help increase 
vaccine access and uptake in Kenya. 
As of 17 June 2022, 31.4% of the adult 
population in Kenya is fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19, while Africa’s average 
vaccination rate is 17.7% lagging behind 
other world regions.  Each mobile 
clinic aims to vaccinate 70-100 people 
per day reaching up to 1,000 people 
per day once all 10 mobile clinics are 
fully operational. 

The mobile clinics will help to 
bridge the COVID-19 vaccine gap 
by providing vaccine education, 
COVID-19 screening, safe and 
accessible vaccination, and post-
immunisation care. Operated in 
partnership with the County Health 
Departments, and adhering to 
health and infection prevention 
control standards, the custom-built 
clinics are fitted with solar-powered 
fridges and backup power supply. 
Timely data capture and reporting 
is facilitated through onsite web-
enabled computers. Amref Flying 
Doctors (AFD) will replenish the 
mobile clinics in hard-to-reach areas 
to ensure their effective deployment. 

Dr Githinji Gitahi, Group CEO Amref 
Health Africa, said: “It is evident that 
health emergencies are here to stay, 
and thinking out of the box through 
innovations in health may be our only 
chance at timely response if, and when 
emergencies occur. Addressing other 
health determinants such as non-
communicable diseases that influence 

how health emergencies affect us is 
critical to avert the negative impact 
that health emergencies such as 
COVID-19 have on communities. 

The movable clinics are, therefore, 
a great addition to the toolkit that 
will ensure equity in access to last-
mile communities with much-needed 
vaccination and essential health 
services. Together with our partners, 
the Ministry of Health in Kenya, 
AstraZeneca, and other stakeholders 
in the private and public sectors, we 
remain committed to sustaining the 
momentum towards vaccinating 70% 
of the eligible population through this 
innovative solution. Ultimately, the 
clinics will add to the health system 
infrastructure, further improving our 
preparedness for health emergencies 
in the country.”

Dr Pelin Incesu, Area Vice President, 
AstraZeneca for the Middle East and 
Africa said, “We are thrilled to launch 
this innovative partnership with the 
Ministry of Health and Amref Health 
Africa to ensure that no Kenyan is 
left behind in our efforts to protect 
lives from COVID-19 and other life-
threatening diseases.  This is part of 
AstraZeneca’s ongoing commitment 
to a patient-centric response to the 
pandemic. To date, over three billion 
doses of our COVID-19 vaccine have 
been delivered across the globe, 
helping to save an estimated 3.6 million 
lives.”

As Kenya integrates vaccination 
services into primary health care, 
the clinics will integrate health 
promotion to raise awareness of non-
communicable diseases (NCDs) and 
provide NCD health service continuity, 
specifically targeting people living with 
diabetes and hypertension. When not 
conducting community outreach, the 
clinics will support existing public 
health infrastructure by serving as 
fixed clinics, thereby reducing the 
burden on local health facilities.

BANGUI

THE Central African Republic (CAR) 
officially launched on Sunday the 
construction of its own cryptocurrency, 
the Sango, and the future “first African 
crypto-hub” with “zero taxation.”

Two months after making his 
country the second in the world after 
El Salvador to adopt bitcoin as an 
official currency --alongside the CFA 
franc-- and legalize the use of crypto-
currencies, President Faustin Archange 
Touadéra made the announcement 
at an “online event” to launch “a new 
digital system powered by Blockchain 
technology.”

No concrete details were given on 
the modalities and timetable for the 

creation of this “Sango Coin” and a 
“Crypto Island,” a platform allowing 
this virtual currency to become “the 
catalyst for the tokenization of the 
vast natural resources” of the Central 
African Republic.

This “Sango initiative”, named after 
the official language alongside French, 
comes in the midst of the global 
cryptocurrency crisis, where the price 
of bitcoin is in free fall and many crypto 
platforms are facing bankruptcy.

Regretting that Africa, “where 
57 percent of the population is 
unbanked,” suffers from a glaring lack 
of “infrastructure” making “financial 
services almost inaccessible to many 
inhabitants,” Touadéra asserted 
“to have found the solution”: “the 

smartphone,” to trade and invest in 
cryptocurrencies.

“The smartphone is the alternative to 
traditional banking, cash and financial 
bureaucracy,” said the president of the 
second least developed country in the 
World according to the UN, where only 
14.3 percent of the more than 5 million 
inhabitants have access to electricity 
in 2022, and even less to the internet, 
of which 7 percent live below the 
international poverty line (less than 
1.90 US dollars per day) and more than 
half need humanitarian assistance, 
according to the World Bank.

“The Central African Republic is 
sitting on a mountain of untapped 
wealth,” including gold, diamonds, rare 
metals, and “Sango Coin will be direct 

access to our resources for the world” 
to attract investors and “jump-start the 
engines of the economy,” enthused the 
head of state.

At the end of April, the adoption of 
bitcoin as a reference currency had 
caused perplexity and disapproval 
from an international community 
already blaming the power of Mr 
Touadéra for having delivered 
his country to Russia and to the 
“mercenaries” of the sulphurous 
Wagner, accused of “looting” its 
resources in exchange for military 
support against the rebels.

The Central African Republic has 
been bloodied since 2013 by a very 
deadly civil war, which has however 
decreased in intensity since 2018.

CAR launches project for its own cryptocurrency and crypto-hub

Tushabe Bebwa (R), regional secretary of the Tanzania Union of Industries and Commercial Workers (TUICO) for Kinondoni in Dar es Salaam, presents a certificate 
in the city at the weekend to Joel Mapunda, one of the eight Best Workers for 2022 from the Ubungo-based Tanzania Steel Pipe. Photo: Correspondent Sabato 
Kasika

By Ifeoma Okeke-Korieocha

TALENTS in Africa’s creative sector 
will stand a chance to access finance, 
network and training through the 
novel Africa Creative Market (ACM).

Implemented by Ascend Studio 
Foundation – an organisation with 
a mandate to empower women and 
youths in Africa, ACM is a creative 
market event that brings major 
stakeholders in the African and 
international creative industries 
together to explore and exchange 
innovative ideas for Africa’s creative 
economy and provide training for 
African creative.

ACM also gives opportunities for 
stakeholders to share future-proof 
business models, provide access to 
trade finance, increase creative export 
and standards and promote data-led 
understanding of creative trade.

The 2022 ACM will host the Women 
in Film & Television International 
(WIFTI) summit and several capacity-
building programs for creative in Film, 
music, dance, and fashion.

Speaking at a press conference to 
announce the initiative, Inya Lawal, 
CEO, of Ascend Studios Foundation 
and founder of ACM said they will 
be working with partners who will 
be heading the film, music, fashion 
and dance sectors and also curating 
them.

Lawal disclosed that ACM will be 
focused on film, music, fashion and 
dance with Paramount Africa heading 
music, kaffyinc heading dance, WIFTI 
will head film and YD limited will 
handle fashion.

“We are focusing on capacity 
building, access to mentors for the 
people we are training and most 
importantly, access to networks 
because everyone would be coming 
from different parts of the world. It is 
a unique event. It is not like the ones 
we have had. 

“But our major focus is that action 

must follow the conversations we are 
having because what we see usually is 
people talking about the problems and 
solutions but there are no active steps 
towards solutions,” she said.

So explained that ACM is bringing a 
360 approach with capacity building 
and a platform where the creative 
bodies will find the funding bodies and 
funding bodies find the creative.

“We have people with sustainable 
structures from different parts of the 
world who can teach us how they have 
been able to build their own industries 
to the level which they are. The goal is 
to make sure that the creative economy 
is growing and we do it in a way that 
we have sustainable solutions to the 
problems we have.

“The Ooni of Ife is our grand patron 
on this programme. We also have 
supporters like the Swedish Embassy 
and we also have the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation championing one 
of our capacity building programmes 
called Thrive under the Women in 
Film and TV International Summit,” 
she added.

Also speaking at the event, Bade 
Akintunde-Johnson, country manager, 
Paramount Africa said ACM seeks 
to strengthen the foundation of the 
Creative sector.

Akintunde-Johnson stressed that 
ACM will be focusing on access to 
funding, access to international 
markets and access to structures.

“ACM is bridging the gap by training 
more people, impacting knowledge 
and teaching people the tricks of the 
trade. The opportunity for network is 
also there. We need more Fire Boys, 
more Genevieves and we want to take 
our fabrics all over the world,” he said.

Tomisin Olawale, the Special 
Personal Assistant to the Ooni of 
Ife said the Ooni of Ife was proud to 
partner with the initiative, adding that 
one thing that is very paramount for 
Nigeria is the need to start telling our 
stories.

Africa Creative Market gets 
ready to provide access to 
finance, network for talent
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A
T a that parliamentarians 
were preparing to leave 
the capital for duties in 
their constituencies and 

plenty of other concerns, a seminar for 
members of Parliament was organized 
on the new pension regulations, led 
by Prof. joyce Ndalichako, the Minister 
of State in the Prime Minister’s Office 
(Labour, youth, Employment and 
People with Disability). It was opened 
by Deputy Speaker Mussa Hassan 
Zungu and its key moment was 
providing an authoritative forum for 
the Trade union Congress (TuCTA) to 
lay to rest a widespread insinuation 
that trade unions were sidelined in 
drawing up the regulations. The charge 
is false.

The clarification that the process 
of reviewing the pension formula 
and coming up with a new basis 
was truly tripartite, the congress 
leadership pointed out that besides 
being protected by the law, social 
security funds similarly come under 
regulations set by the International 
Labour Organization (ILO). These 
rules put trade union leaders on the 
frontline of the matter, as they seek 
to actively demand that the funds be 
protected and be assured of continuity. 
Abandoning the 50 per cent lump sum 
payment was tied chiefly to stability; 
the sort of investments that social 
security funds make are slowly repaid, 
often taking decades.

To be sure there were other dangers 
on the horizon for the social security 
funds, whose 2018 format was said to 
be implementing a directive dating 
back to 2014, and as if there was a 

rule there, four years later the rule is 
amended to a more comfortable level. 
Reasons leading to the 2014 rule or the 
real management environment was 
different from 2018, as in 2014 recurrent 
expenditure in the government was too 
high to meet its repayment schedules 
to social security funds, assuming it 
privileges the stock market or Bank 
of Tanzania bondholders, etc. In 2018 
the key wish was to lend big sums of 
money to large state enterprises.

The compromise reached in the 
course of negotiations from mid last 
year to the preceding months to 
this year’s Budget similarly reflected 
obtaining conditions. Shifting the 
capital to Dodoma and earlier drastic 
reduction in budgetary recurrent 
expenditure diminished the rental 
income projections in real estate 
units of key social security funds, 
diminishing their ability to pay retirees. 
Even if the government was catching 
up with its dues unlike the earlier 
period, funds’ internal income was at a 
low ebb; stability was at issue.

In that sense the trade unions 
knew that their leadership was 
conducting negotiations on a tight 
rope, and at the leadership hinted, 
the ILO rules were paramount in 
their deliberations, that it was an 
institutional issue rather than taking 
an opinion sample among workers, or 
retirees, to get the answer. Instead of 
blame throwing as how it all arrived 
to such a situation, it was better to 
seek practicable common ground. 
Also, diminishing retirement starting 
funds and ensuring a better hold on 
cash flow later isn’t quite a bad idea.

Unions involved in pension formula,
and the conclusion was quite positive

By MasreshA Taye

E
THIOPIA’S pastoral regions 
are suffering from yet 
another episode of drought, 
the fourth in the previous 

five years. Drought is not a new 
occurrence in these locations; rather, 
the severity and frequency of droughts 
are growing, and they are becoming 
increasingly unpredictable. Drought 
has claimed the lives of millions of 
animals in the last ten years solely. More 
than a million animals are currently 
estimated to be affected by Ethiopia’s 
prolonged drought catastrophe in 
pastoral areas. Close to 400,000 
sheep have been lost in the the first 
months of this year alone in Borana, 
Ethiopia’s third-largest pastoral zone 
after Somalia and Afar. Economically, 
socially, environmentally, and 
politically, it’s a disaster.

Simultaneously, a number of state 
and non-state entities are working 
to mitigate the effects of the drought 
on the country’s pastoral and agro-
pastoral populations. Such efforts, as 
well as the issues they encounter, have 
been around for decades. So, who is to 
blame for such a disaster: the drought 
or the actors (politicians, humanitarian 
groups, researchers, etc.)? The solution 
is not straightforward because the 
nature of the problem is recognized 
from an organizational rather than a 
grassroots (pastoralist) perspective. 
But why, like many other countries, 
does Ethiopia fail to recognize drought 
and the issues faced by pastoralists in 
general? The following is an attempt to 
highlight some of the gaps.

Pastoralism 101: The Fundamentals
Pastoralism is ingrained in those 

pastoralists’ economic, social, 
institutional, environmental, and 
political outlooks, not just as a source 
of livelihood. Ethiopia has the largest 
cattle population in Africa, according 
to statistics. However, pastoralists 
possess almost two out of every five 
cattle, nearly seventy percent of goats, 
and all camels in the dryland system 
(also referred to as Arid and Semi-
Arid Lands-ASALs). Make no mistake: 
livestock accounts for about 40% of 
agricultural GDP, which is the country’s 
economic backbone. Pastoralists 
and agro-pastoralists own a similar 
percentage of Ethiopia’s land (40%).

Livestock is a source of food (milk, 
meat, and dairy products), income 
(sale of livestock and its products), 
wealth, and socio-cultural status 
(sharing responsibilities and exercising 
cultural matters and rituals) at the 
household level. Furthermore, 
livestock and the natural environments 
in which they operate are closely 
linked to socio-political, institutional, 
and environmental interactions. 
A councilor in Borana’s traditional 

administration, Gada, whom I met in 
july (2021), told me, “Without livestock 
and the environment they exist; our 
cultural identity is superficial.” A 
similar relationship exists in Somali 
between the presence of a Boku 
(village head) or an ugaz (clan chief ) 
and the presence of pastoralism.

Pastoralism, however, is not a rosy 
system in Ethiopia, or anywhere else 
for that matter. It is confronted with 
several challenges and changes. Some 
of the shifts and challenges include 
increased natural and environmental 
shocks, land tenure changes, rangeland 
fragmentation, dwindling indigenous 
and communal rules and practices, 
conflicts, demography and livestock 
numbers, trade and market-related 
policies and politics, infrastructure 
expansion and connectivity, and the 
heavy presence of foreign and external 
actors. Pastoralism is a risky endeavor.

Drought as a glue to the complex 
problem

Drought is a scarcity of water and 
pasture. Due to the failure of seasonal 
rain, pastures become scarce. This, in 
turn, causes drought and, as a result, 
livestock mortality. Livestock mortality 
leads to food insecurity and further 
poverty traps in the long run. These 
are chains of causes and results. This 
appears to be linear, yet this is not 
the case. The current humanitarian 
response stems from a simplification 
of the drought’s multifaceted nature. 
I’m not implying that this assistance 
is ineffective. Instead, any type of 
development effort should include the 
drought’s institutional and structural 
challenges.

To begin with, in a pastoral system, 
a seasonal rain failure does not 
always imply drought. This is because 
pastoralists have pasture resources and 
reserves for the wet and dry seasons. 
Mobility is crucial in this situation. 
Simply put, mobility (also known as 
movement or migration) refers to the 
act of withdrawing money from a bank 
during a cash need. Similarly, water 
resources are managed in the same 
way. Water-wells are closed and saved 
for the dry season when plenty of water 
is on the surface. Surprisingly, such 
water sources are not concentrated in 
one location. As a result, pastoralists 
relocate when a need arises.

On the other hand, mobility does 
not happen at random; rather, 
it is influenced by a variety of 
circumstances. understanding the 
herd’s characteristics, such as size, 
type, and condition, as well as resource 
(pasture and water) requirements. 
Pastoralists define criteria such as 
the availability of resources in the 
destination areas and potential 
conflicts of interest with other pastoral 
communities. So, why has drought-hit 
pastoralists in the last few years severe 

than in the past?
Droughts, flooding, and diseases 

are becoming more common as a 
result of climate change (a swarm of 
locusts). This isn’t the whole tale. Some 
structural and institutional issues exist. 
Although wet season grazing grounds 
are significant, livestock mortality is 
primarily linked to the availability 
of pasture during the dry season. 
Pastoralists have been disenfranchised 
in Ethiopia since the 1960s due to large-
scale development programs. Nearly 
40% of valuable dry-season grazing 
pastures in Afar have been converted 
to state-run or commercial plantations. 
Expropriation of land is still going on. 
Sugar plantations have taken more 
than half of the land Karayu pastoralists 
own. Pastoralists in both locations lost 
significant access to Awash, the only 
supply of fresh water. Thousands of 
hectares of community land were 
enclosed in Borana and parts of Somali 
as a result of the African Development 
Bank and African Development Fund’s 
rangeland rehabilitation project in 
the 1960s and 70s. Pastoralists were 
forced to provide breeding stock on 
a quota system and at predetermined 
prices because of the vitality of these 
areas in terms of providing dry season 
grazing. These lands are presently 
either privately owned or, in some 
circumstances, owned by the regional 
government.

While benefits were realized to 
pastoralists, several infrastructure 
developments ignore seasonal 
mobility and access to pastoral 
resources. As a result, they obstruct 
pastoralists’ mobility and access to 
resources. Pastoralists suffer from 
the loss of critical pasturelands as a 
result of unplanned urban or kebele 
center establishments/expansion. 
Not all interventions are necessarily 
bad or adversely affect pastoralists; 
particularly, schools and health 
facilities have contributed to the 
wellbeing of the pastoral community. 
However, several of such investments 
disregard the key features of 
pastoralism. To understand some of 
such disparities, I distributed digital 
cameras to pastoralists so that they 
could take pictures on such issues. 
Below is a picture was taken by a 
pastoralist in Borana to demonstrate 
that the recent planned airport 
construction by PM Abiy would 
evacuate close to 200 agro-pastoral 
households. The regional and federal 
governments believe “there is enough 
land for pastoralists, that no need to 
compensate affected households”, 
explains Malich, who took the picture. 
They will be relocated to other areas, 
which would affect their livelihood 
and destabilize their socio-institutional 
establishments. Nonetheless, the land 
is like a “medicine” for pastoralists to 

plant crops and use crop residues for 
their livestock.

Policies encourage riverbank 
farming, resulting in the privatization 
and commodification of communal 
resources. Irrigation and water 
development projects are being 
built without regard for access (who 
accesses and how) to vital pastoral 
resources. Rather, they lead to 
resource expropriation by the wealthy 
and those with close ties to local 
politicians. Finally, land policies and 
rules have long ignored communal 
ownership; they are designed from 
the perspective of sedentarised 
(farming community) landholdings. 
Within the pastoral system, there are 
many additional variables to consider 
(endogenous). Increased human and 
livestock populations; weakened local 
institutions; rangeland fragmentation; 
and so on.

When a drought strikes, the system 
that used to respond by diversifying the 
risk by implementing local strategies 
collapses. Dry-season reserves are no 
longer accessible. Mobility is restricted. 
Agriculture is being developed on 
prime wetlands. The wealthy either 
privatize or commodify the remaining 
resources. Rain failure causes all other 
issues, and the system is extremely 
sensitive to shock absorption. As 
a result, drought causes havoc 
throughout the system.

Accept the fact, embrace the 
drought, and think differently

Drought is at the heart of the problem 
for pastoralists and the natural, social, 
and economic environments in which 
they work. However, as previously 
stated, it is linked to a variety of issues 
and is not solely an environmental 
incident. Pastoralists in the past 
have shown that they recognize the 
nature of the drought and respond 
differently before, during, and after it 
occurs (collectively and individually). 
As a result, both state and non-
state actors should embrace it, and 
efforts should align with pastoralists’ 
logic and perspectives rather than 
the other way around. The ongoing 
humanitarian efforts provide relief for 
pastoralists who have faced problems 
and challenges for decades. We must 
act and think in new ways.

Let’s start with the facts: pastoralism 
in Ethiopia will continue despite 
numerous challenges and the 
devastating effects of drought. For 
the simple reason that it is a more 
viable and better option in the dryland 
system than other forms of economic 
activity/production for the foreseeable 
future. This does not imply that it has 
remained static and will continue 
to do so; rather, it has evolved. This 
necessitates an understanding of 
the various issues and paths that 
pastoralism and pastoralists take.

Droughts in pastoral areas of Ethiopia: The 
missing link between problem and solution?

T
HE formal opening of the 
this year’s edition of the 
Dar es Salaam International 
Trade Fair showed a hidden 

aspect of the fair that was enlightening 
on what is taking place in business 
circles right now. Its main focus was a 
daylong seminar or workshop where 
regional economic integration and 
African trade liberalization officials 
had pride of place, which was the 
right thing to do as the free market 
constituency is a bit narrow in local 
economic thinking. It is a sort of painful 
adaptation reviewed at each stage, etc.

The major topic for the day’s experts’ 
gathering was the African Continental 
Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) that has 
just begun taking off starting january 
2022 after a sufficient number of 
countries ratified it. It isn’t all plain 
sailing as in specific areas interest 
groups are building up trade walls of 
sorts, especially of the tariff sort, such 
that in the East African Community 
(EAC) customs union protocol, the 
highest external tariff until AfCFTA was 
adopted stood at 25 per cent. From that 
moment to mid-june, hectic lobbying 
continued behind the scenes, resulting 
in raising the CET to 35 per cent for a 
range of imports.

Still, as CET is applied by annual 
pre-Budget consultations between 
the responsible ministers, it is likely 
the issue was accommodated within 
the Budget setting by limiting the 
number of imports where this scaling 
up was being applied. For a country 
that wishes to invite more foreign 
investments, reciprocity in terms of 
trade is essential, as high external 
tariffs invite similar action outside, 

with EAC member states rapidly getting 
out of ‘highly indebted poor countries’ 
category for which preferential trade 
terms were being taken for granted in 
the past. Trade hawks outside would 
rather roll back existing preferential 
terms.

It needs a lot of effort to bring 
policy makers here to understand 
reciprocity, as most of the time since 
independence we have tended to 
see ties with developed countries 
basically in hostile terms – accusations 
that the government nearly always 
concludes bad contracts with foreign 
companies, etc. Alternatively we have 
a dependency narrative when it comes 
to other things, like ‘donor countries’ 
or as ‘development partners’ when we 
are thinking of the free flow of project 
funds. Aid is diminishing as ratio of the 
Budget.

While the flow of foreign 
investments has been rising by leaps 
and bounds, it is uncertain that 
attitude change has also been taking 
place by leaps and bounds. When 
President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
visited the Sultanate of Oman lately, in 
addition to having enlivened a major 
investment gathering on ‘Tanzania 
Day’ at the united Arab Emirates 
exhibition in Dubai earlier, did this 
effort reflect changed attitudes in 
Tanzania concerning this part of the 
world? It isn’t possible to conduct 
smooth trade and investments in 
a climate of suspicion, as political 
bidders will exploit such suspicions 
to sow doubt, undo the confidence 
in the overall policy being followed. 
Listening to trade experts pleading 
for integration is absolutely vital.

Time’s ripe for DITF to have 
a more international flavour
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T
he international com-
munity should engage 
with afghanistan posi-
tively as the country's 

grand assembly called for the 
recognition of the taliban govern-
ment and the release of the na-
tion's frozen assets, experts said.

at the three-day grand assem-
bly, representatives from various 
sectors of afghan society stressed 
their demand that the internation-
al society and regional commu-
nity give the taliban government 
official recognition, by “engaging 
with the taliban on a more robust 
basis”, said amina Khan, director 
of the Centre for afghanistan, Mid-
dle east and africa at the Institute 
of strategic studies Islamabad. 

“august will mark one year of 
taliban’s presence in power as the 
political dispensation in afghani-
stan…,” Khan said. “and they felt 
that they’ve delivered on certain 
terms, such as improving security 
in the country.”

the much-awaited assembly, lo-
cally known as Loya Jirga, opened 
in afghanistan’s capital Kabul on 
thursday and lasted for three 
days. thousands of representa-
tives  discussed a variety of issues 
ranging from stabilizing security to 
strengthening national unity. It was 
the first such meeting since the tal-
iban’s takeover 11 months ago.

an 11-point resolution issued at 
the end of the meeting called for 
the establishment of Islamic sys-
tem in afghanistan which is “the 
outcome of more than four dec-
ades of sacrifices and suffering of 
our people has ensured justice, 
peace and security in the country, 
and deserved support and we not 
only support but also defend it as 
our religion and national obliga-
tion.” 

the assembly said it supported 
the Islamic emirate of afghani-
stan’s decision that “afghan soil 
won’t be used against any country 
and afghanistan also won’t allow 

anyone to interfere in its inter-
nal affairs”. at the Jirga, supreme 
leader of the taliban-run admin-
istration haibatullah akhundzada 
emphasized implementing sharia 
or Islamic laws, ensuring justice, 
investment and safeguarding af-
ghanistan's freedom.

On friday, the leader of the care-
taker administration said afghans 
had expelled the occupying forces 
from their country to establish an 
Islamic system and now “we have 
Islamic system and this is the re-
sponsibility of religious scholars 
to implement Islamic laws.”

Cleric Mujib-ul rahman ansari 
said the resolution urged the in-
ternational community to give of-
ficial recognition to the taliban, 
the afghanistan media outlet rfe/
rL’s radio azadi reported.

the resolution called on the 
world, afghanistan’s neighbor-
ing countries, the united Nations, 
global organizations, “specifically 
on the Islamic countries and agen-
cies to recognize the Islamic emir-
ate of afghanistan as a legitimate 
government,” according to a re-
port of ariana News, a news net-
work in afghanistan.

according to rfe/rL’s radio 
azadi, the declaration also called 
for positive interactions, the lifting 
of all sanctions on afghanistan, 
and unfreezing “the assets of the 
afghan people, and support our 
nation.”

Meanwhile, the assembly also 
made the plea for the outside 
world to provide economic assis-
tance, including unfreezing the 
$9.5 billion assets frozen by the us, 
and lift the restrictions on bank 
transfers to afghanistan, amina 
Khan noted. 

“the de facto government of 
afghanistan is within its rights to 
seek international recognition 
and return of frozen assets”, said 
salman Bashir, a former Pakistani 
ambassador to China, adding that 
the international community 
needs to do all it can to assist af-
ghanistan returned to normalcy.

he added that the taliban also 
have to “give solemn assurances 
to abide by established rules of in-
terstate conduct and international 
law and conventions including on 
human rights”.

about 3,500 religious scholars 
were invited from across the war-

torn country to attend the three-
day gathering, reported the af-
ghanistan state-run Bakhtar news 
agency.  the caretaker govern-
ment’s chief spokesman, Zabihul-
lah Mujahid, told the state-run Mili 
television that the Jirga allowed 
even representatives of Iran and 

Pakistan-based afghan refugees to 
attend. some 70 personalities rep-
resenting afghan refugees in Paki-
stan and about 30 others from ref-
ugees living in Iran participated in 
the Jirga. Participants of the jirga 
also discussed a series of issues, in-
cluding reopening schools for girls 

from grade 7th to grade 12th, the 
type of government, the national 
flag, and the national anthem.

“these gatherings are crucial for 
afghanistan if they are done hon-
estly and the wishes of the people 
are respected,” Lawanng arman, 
a resident of Khost, told the news 

website of Khaama Press.
according to the afghan tV 

news network, tOLO News, the fi-
nal resolution of the grand assem-
bly did not bring up the issue of 
reopening schools for girls, but it 
urged the government to attend to 
“religious and modern education”.

Global community urged to recognise Taliban govt, release assets

Russia-Ukraine crisis – end of the 
beginning or the end of the end?

By Greg Mills

S
OMe see Vladimir Vladimi-
rovich Putin’s move on 
ukraine as signalling a re-
turn of history, the end of 

the beginning of a new Cold War, 
a redrawing of clear spheres of 
interest between east and West, 
between two political world views 
and systems. One is committed to 
liberal democracy and the expan-
sion, however imperfectly and 
sporadically, of open systems of 
government and economic inter-
action, the other to authoritarian-
ism and an economy built on oli-
gopolistic access and preferences. 

But what if this is not the case? 
What if Putin’s move is essential-
ly the last roll of the dice for this 
“old” Cold War, that a combination 
of globalised communications and 
technology is today an unstop-
pable force for the universalisa-
tion of values and the opening of 
opportunities beyond national 
boundaries? 

We have been here before. 
francis fukuyama’s 1992 the 

end of history and the Last Man 
predicts the global triumph of po-
litical and economic liberalism. 
the book expanded on his essay 
“the end of history?” published 
in 1989 just months before the fall 
of the Berlin Wall that November, 
in which he wrote: “What we may 
be witnessing is not just the end of 
the Cold War, or the passing of a 
particular period of post-war his-
tory, but the end of history as such: 
that is, the end point of mankind’s 
ideological evolution and the uni-
versalisation of Western liberal 
democracy as the final form of hu-
man government.”

Critics contended that fukuy-
ama was wrong in that subsequent 
events prove that history has 
turned out differently, and that 
he was incorrect too in celebrat-
ing american-style democracy as 
the ultimate form of government. 
But fukuyama, who served in the 
us state Department’s policy plan-
ning section before reverting to 
academia, has written that it was 
more the model of the european 

union and its version of transnational power than america’s “continuing be-
lief in God, national sovereignty, and their military” that he had in mind for 
his thesis. 

Others criticised the end of history because it failed to note the rise of 
ethnic and religious loyalties which would replace ideological divisions as a 
source of disorder. and the failure to mention the brutal Chinese crackdown 
on tiananmen square which challenged his core narrative was a notable 
omission. harvard academic samuel huntington’s 1993 essay (and 1996 book 
of the same title), “the Clash of Civilizations”, argued, for instance, that the 
conflict between ideologies was to be replaced by a more prosaic and endur-
ing conflict between civilisations, especially Islam. the events of 9/11 gave 
prominence to this critique, that history had, in the words of one critic, “re-
turned from vacation”.

ukraine. We did it through inclusion; they 
are trying to do it through conquest.” 
Walesa, 78, notes that “russia, a big coun-
try with a catastrophic political system 
like China, has to be changed unless it 
changes us to be like them.”

“We are now fighting with the causes 
of russia’s invasion, which is a terrible 
political system. If Putin was leader for 
just two terms as he should be, the world 
would never have these problems.”

Walesa says that the problems are also 
of the West’s making in that “I wanted to 
go into NatO with ukraine and Belarus. 
But Madeleine albright convinced me not 
to do so. But,” he adds, “we should have 
done so and will do so. 

to dissolve the Warsaw Pact, we had 
to act decisively and with courage, in a 
tough way. this is not how the world is 
talking to Putin.”  

how should the outside world – at least 
those who favour international law, de-
mocracy and human rights – react right 
now? 

the answer lies in part in what the West 
does and what it doesn’t do. 

for one, it will depend on whether 
sanctions can be maintained, not only for 
the challenges of income and technology 
access that this poses to the russian war 
machine, but for the domestic effect. 

It is unlikely that the russian popula-
tion will be too chuffed when they can’t 
get their German or Korean washing ma-
chine or BMW repaired and have to re-
sort to washing in a bucket and a trundle 
in the family Lada. 

there will come a point when the as-
pirations of the people can’t be met. the 
history of the ussr is a salient lesson in 
this respect. 

Providing ukraine with political sup-
port is one thing, but it will also require 
enough military means and economic 
resources so that the rules of supply and 
demand take their course, dispatching 
Putin and his ilk finally to the past. Wale-
sa sees it this way. 

“What we are having right now is the 
progression of civilisation, where russia 
and China are dragging behind. It’s only 
a question of how many bruises are made 
and blood spilled until the world realises 
that we are in a new era, of intellect, dig-
itisation and globalisation.” 

If this is correct, then we are seeing the 
very end of the Cold War. 

    DM

But Fukuyama is not alone. 
Lech Walesa is one of the last of the pantheon of leaders who over-

saw the disintegration of the soviet union. More than that, the Polish 
electrician-turned-unionist-turned-president perhaps more than any 
other eastern bloc leader catalysed the collapse of a system which, 
while many saw as rotten, few offered a route out of its crushing com-
bination of totalitarian politics and command economics. 

“We were fighting for something different. I was fighting for a new 
era, for one of information and globalisation” he says from his founda-
tion’s headquarters at the european solidarity Centre in Gdansk. “In 
europe we had to construct bigger structures than national states.”

he compares the european process of enlargement to Putin’s am-
bitions in ukraine. “russia is trying to enlarge its empire to include 

Gdansk, Poland, the home of Walesa the dockyard worker, and much else. (Photo: Richard Harper)

In this file photo taken on Aug 9, 2020 and released by the Press Office of President of Afghanistan, people attend on the last day of the Loya Jirga, at the Loya Jirga Hall in 
Kabul. File photo
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By Zhu Wenqian

T
hiS summer, it is just not temperatures 
that are expected to soar in China－do-
mestic travel demand is expected to re-
bound from the monthslong impact of 

the resurgence of local COViD-19 cases.
With the pandemic increasingly getting under 

better control, students and families with little 
children are expected to drive domestic travel 
demand to potentially record levels. Vacations 
at summer resorts or water parks are becoming 
popular, industry experts said. 

for instance, over the weekend of June 25 and 
26, the tropical island of hainan province reaped 
rich dividends from its decision to relax control 
on travelers from Beijing and Shanghai. the two 
megacities had seen a resurgence of local COViD 
cases in recent months, keeping residents within 
the city boundaries.

So, once hainan announced they are welcome, 
hordes of them grabbed the opportunity with 
both hands and flew to the picturesque island 
province. Passenger flows to hainan doubled 
from the level of the previous weekend, said Qu-
nar, a Beijing-based online travel agency.

"With the opening up of interprovincial travel 
and growing demand in summer, the domestic 
travel market is reaching an upward point of in-
flection," said huang Xiaojie, chief marketing of-
ficer of Qunar.

On June 25 and 26, the volume of flight tickets 
booked from other cities to Sanya, hainan, surged 
93 percent over the previous weekend. the num-
ber of passengers who flew in from Shanghai 
grew remarkably as well. the volume of flight 
tickets booked to haikou, the provincial capital, 
jumped 92 percent over the previous weekend, 
Qunar said.

Besides hainan's attractions, Chinese travelers 
lined up for other domestic hot destinations, with 
tianjin, Xiamen in fujian province, Zhengzhou in 
henan province, Dalian in Liaoning province and 
urumqi in the Xinjiang uygur autonomous region 
seeing significantly higher demand for flight tick-
et bookings, Qunar found.

During the same weekend, the volume of hotel 
bookings nationwide exceeded the same period 

Bringing on the summer tourism heat

of 2019, the last pre-pandemic year. Some cities that are not provin-
cial capitals saw faster growth in hotel room bookings compared 
with provincial capitals, indicating strong demand among people 
for local tours within the province or in regions nearby.

this trend also shows significant room for future growth of more 
cultural and tourism resources in smaller cities, Qunar said.

Meanwhile, a number of local governments in Yunnan, hubei 
and Guizhou provinces have issued consumption vouchers to lo-
cal residents. this helped stimulate spending among consumers 
whose enthusiasm for consumption was affected earlier by the 
pandemic.

"With the launch of various supportive policies that also helped 
stimulate consumption, the market is expected to return to the re-
covery track, and the rebound in demand is expected to receive 
all-around support," said Cheng Chaogong, chief of tourism re-
search at Suzhou-based online travel agency tongcheng travel.

"as students have completed their semesters and are in the 
mood for summer vacations, demand for family trips, especially 
short-haul and mid-haul travel, is foreseen to drive the steady re-
covery of the summer tourism market this year," Cheng said. 

Student groups, he said, pay more attention to camping, muse-
um visits and sightseeing at natural scenery spots. So, many travel 

agencies have launched different trav-
el packages that incorporate research 
and learning for students.

for instance, for high school stu-
dents, Qunar has launched trips to 
the tibet autonomous region that 
combine the usual elements of organ-
ized tours with experiences related to 
tibetan incense-making, water qual-
ity inspection, tibetan culture, local 
language learning and age-old thang-
ka painting.

Going camping on recreational 
vehicles, or rVs, continues to gain 
in popularity. the number of rV 
trips has increased substantially 
from spring to summer. huizhou in 
Guangdong province, Xiamen in fu-
jian province and Chengdu in Sichuan 
province have emerged as the most 
preferred destinations of the rV-and-
camping crowd, Qunar said.

Some cities have already witnessed 
scorching temperatures this summer. 
for instance, the mercury touched 39 
C in late June, prompting residents to 
seek ways of escaping the heat. for 
such city-dwelling travelers, Wail-
ingding island, Dongao island and 
Guishan island in Zhuhai, Guangdong 
province, and Shengsi islands and 
Qushan island in Zhejiang province 
proved popular. in the first half of 
June, sales of ship tickets to and from 
those islands among travelers in ma-
jor cities nearby surged more than 
300 percent year-on-year, tongcheng 
travel said.

Besides, thanks to steady pandemic 
control in city clusters in the Pearl 
river Delta in South China, the travel 
market in the region has shown a sta-
ble performance. Demand for busi-
ness and leisure travel this summer 

Tourists visit Yueya Spring, a crescent-shaped lake, on camels in Dunhuang, Gansu province, in June. (ZHANG XIAOLIANG / XINHUA)

is expected to be more pronounced 
than in other regions, the travel agen-
cy said.

"With the pandemic situation im-
proving on better control measures, 
the cultural and travel departments 
of different cities have launched vari-
ous events and discounts for the tour-
ism sector this summer," said Wu ru-
oshan, a researcher with the tourism 
research Centre of the Chinese acad-
emy of Social Sciences.

"in addition, during the midyear 
shopping festival known as '618' (held 
around June 18) that lasts for weeks, 
many travel agencies introduced pro-
motional products. it is beneficial to 
stimulate the consumption desire of 
consumers and enhance the confi-
dence of the travel industry," Wu said.

Senbo Nature Park & resort, a 
high-end vacation resort based in 
hangzhou, Zhejiang province, said 
the company's participation in"618" 
shows travel destinations should not 
only pay attention to the transaction 
size but also analyze the speed of 
travelers who actually go on to stay at 
the hotels after buying related vouch-
ers online.

"this year, we have seen that a large 
number of consumers came to stay 
at the hotels even before the conclu-
sion of the '618' shopping festival, and 
the voucher redemption process has 
been faster. from May 26 to June 14, 
nearly 6,000 room nights have been 
redeemed, and this has laid a solid 
foundation for the coming peak sea-
son in summer," said Ge huimin, di-
rector of digital marketing at Senbo 
Nature Park &resort.

high-end hotel chain Park hyatt has 
also witnessed a boom in room book-
ings, particularly in hainan, Yunnan 
provinces, the Yangtze river Delta re-
gion and the Guangdong-hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay area.

No experience, no resume, you're 
hired! Hotels go fighting for staff

DOHA/LISBON/MADRID

T
OP european hotel chains 
are hiring workers without 
experience or even a resume 
as executives admit years 

of underpaying staff have come back 
to bite, leaving them unable to meet 
post-pandemic travel demand.

thousands of workers left the hos-
pitality industry when international 
travel shut down during the COViD-19 
pandemic. Many chose not to return, 
finding better paid employment else-
where, leaving hoteliers facing a des-
perate shortage.

europe's largest hotelier accor is 
running trial initiatives to recruit peo-
ple who haven't previously worked in 
the industry, Chief executive Sebast-
ien Bazin said in an interview with 
reuters at the Qatar economic forum 
last month. 

accor, which operates brands like 
Mercure, ibis and fairmont in over 110 
countries, needs 35,000 workers glob-
ally, he said.

"We tried in Lyon and Bordeaux 
ten days ago and this weekend we're 
having people interviewed with no 
resume, no prior job experience and 
they are hired within 24 hours," Bazin 
said.

in the short term, accor is filling 
roles in france with young people and 
migrants while also limiting services.

"it's students, people coming from 
North africa," Bazin said. "and basi-
cally closing restaurants for lunch or 
(opening them) only five days a week. 
there's no other solution.”

with a desire to work as they have no family 
or institutional support," she said. 

Spain's catering industry is 200,000 
workers short and Portuguese hotels need 
at least 15,000 more people to meet grow-
ing demand, according to national hospi-
tality associations.

"the solution will surely be to pay more," 
said Jose Luis Yzuel, from the catering ser-
vices sector association.

attempts are being made to lure work-
ers back. in Spain, bars and restaurants 
increased workers' wages by nearly 60 
percent in the first quarter compared to a 
year earlier, according to official data. But 
the tourism industry is still the sector that 
pays employees the least, around 1,150 eu-
ros ($1,200) per month.

in neighboring Portugal, salaries for hos-
pitality workers are expected to increase 7 
percent this year, according to a survey by 
the central bank and the National institute 
of Statistics, but the average wage in the 
sector is 881 euros per month, above the 
minimum wage of 705 euros.

Bazin said that while hotels are only 60 
percent or 70 percent occupied they can 
cope with staff shortages, but the crunch 
time will come when they're fully booked.

"the problem i have is, when i know be-
tween early July to end of august we'll be 
100 percent occupied, can i service all the 
people?" he said.

in the past, the industry has neither paid 
enough or focused on developing staff, 
Bazin said.

"half of it is we've been blind, we've been 
not paying attention to a lot of people and 
probably underpaying some people for too 
long as well," he said. "So it's a wake up call."

   Agencies

the new recruits are given six 
hours of training and learn on 
the job, he said.

Staff shortages are particu-
larly pressing in Spain and Por-
tugal, where tourism accounted 

for 13 percent and 15 percent of 
economic output respectively 
before the pandemic.

hoteliers there are offering 
higher pay, free accommoda-
tion and perks like bonuses and 

health insurance.
"Many employees have decid-

ed to move to other sectors, so 
we are starting an industry from 
scratch and we have to fight for 
talent," Gabriel escarrer, CeO of 

Tourists visit the Belem Tower in Lisbon on May 28, 2022. File photo

Spanish hotelier Melia, told reporters in Madrid.
to attract staff, his company recently provided 

accommodation, sometimes in hotel rooms, due 
to a shortage of rental housing near its resorts.

Smaller hoteliers face similar staffing challeng-
es. 

the operations director of hotel Mundial, one 
of Lisbon's most iconic hotels, said it was current-
ly trying to recruit 59 workers. Without enough 
staff, he fears some hotels will cut guest numbers 
and the range of amenities they can provide.

"if we cannot recruit, we will have to cut ser-
vices," he said. "this is regrettable and dramatic 
for an industry that has had no revenue for the 
last two years."

'We've been blind'
across Spain and Portugal, two of europe's top 

tourism destinations, the scenario is echoed in 
bars, restaurants, and hotels - the bookings they 
have longed for but at a cost they are struggling 
to meet.

Jose Carlos Sacó, 52, can only open his Madrid 
bar, tabanco de Jerez, during the weekend when 
students in need of extra cash have no classes and 
are available to work.

"During the week we can't open because we 
have no hands, they are studying," he said, gestur-
ing to his student workforce setting up tables on 
a Saturday.

at Madrid's vibey La Latina district, the angosta 
tavern owner, Mariveni rodriguez, hired migrants 
for the high season.

"We give the opportunity to migrants who come 
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tHe united states has an-
nounced support for the af-
rican Development Bank’s 
(afDB) initiative to significantly 
increase food production in af-
rica to avert the looming food 
crisis caused by the russia-
ukraine war.

at a summit of G7 leaders, 
us President Joseph Biden and 
fellow G7 leaders announced a 
contribution of $4.5 billion to 
address global food security, 
with the united states meeting 
50 per cent of that commit-
ment.

the Biden administration an-
nounced that it will invest $760 
million of its contribution to 
combat the effects of high food, 
fuel, and war-driven fertiliser 
prices in those countries that 
need this support most.

the united states will also 
support the african Develop-
ment Bank’s africa Disaster 
risk financing programme, 
which helps african govern-
ments respond to severe food 
insecurity caused by extreme 
weather events like drought by 
facilitating access to disaster 
risk products such as drought 
or flooding insurance.

the programme was 
launched by the afDB in 2018 
to boost countries’ resilience 
to climate shocks and it oper-
ates in almost a dozen african 
countries.

the Bank Group’s $1.5 billion 
african emergency food Pro-
duction facility, approved by its 

Board of Directors in May, will 
provide 20 million smallholder 
farmers with climate-smart, 
certified wheat, maize, soy and 
other staple crop seeds, as well 
as more affordable fertiliser 
and extension services.

this will allow africa to rap-
idly-produce over the next four 
farming seasons an additional 
38 million tons of food worth 
$12 billion.

the President of the african 
Development Bank, Dr akin-
wumi adesina, said: “I am de-
lighted about the significant an-
nouncement and contributions 
made by President Joe Biden 
and fellow G7 leaders, to tangi-
bly support the work of the af-
rican Development Bank and to 
address global food security.

“the u.s. government’s mul-
ti-pronged response to global 
food security challenges, which 
entails support for some of the 
african Development Bank’s 
own innovative programmes, 
is a tremendous boost to our ef-
forts and other institutions who 
are working hard to support af-
rican countries at this particu-
lar time of need.

“we warmly and wholeheart-
edly embrace the support by 
the united states and other G7 
member nations”.

In May, the united states 
chaired a Global food secu-
rity Call to action ministerial 
meeting where it launched the 
roadmap for Global food secu-
rity, 94 countries endorsed the 
roadmap, which affirms a com-
mitment to act with urgency, at 

 HARARE

farMers at artherstone Irriga-
tion scheme in Insiza have estab-
lished a mill where they are pro-
ducing maize meal and selling it to 
surrounding communities.

the farmers are also producing 
lucerne fodder which they intend 
to process in the same west ni-
cholson mill but of a different type 
and sell to cattle farmers across the 
country.

artherstone irrigation scheme is 
one of the large scale producers of 
fodder in Matabeleland south. the 
irrigation scheme which had been 
lying idle for about a decade was 
recently revived after local farmers 
partnered with farmers based in 
Cape town.

the investor came in with re-

sources and equipment. the 
scheme has 50 hectares of land un-
der irrigation.

the farmers are operating under 
the trade name CapeZim.

One of the farmers operating at 
the scheme Zenzo Jele said they 
started milling maize in May. He 
said at the moment they were pro-
ducing 10kg bags of maize meal.

four people had been employed 
to operate the mill.

"as farmers operating at arther-
stone irrigation scheme we have 
expanded our operations and we 
are now milling mealie meal that 
we are producing at the irrigation 
scheme. we started milling in May 

at our milling plant at west nichol-
son business centre. Our partner 
CapeZim assisted us with milling 
machines. for mealie meal we have 
two machines," he said.

Jele added: "we also have three 
machines at the plant which we will 
soon use to process lucerne. we 
are processing 10kg bags of mealie 
meal per day which we are selling 
to community members and also 
business people in the area. we will 
soon be introducing 20kg and 50kg 
bags as well."

they were relieved that the irri-
gation scheme was now functional 
and they hoped to increase the area 
under irrigation.

"we have 800 hectares of ir-
rigable land at the scheme and all 
along we have been failing to fully 
use the land because of resource 
constraints. we were farming on a 
small portion of land mainly for our 
families to eat and not for business 
purposes. Our operations have now 
gained momentum and we want 
to ensure that we irrigate as much 
land as possible," said Mr Jele.

Plans were underway to intro-
duce more crops as the farmers and 
investor expanded the hectarage at 
the farm.

 another farmer operating at the 
irrigation scheme, Malachi nkomo, 
said he was excited about the op-

portunities which have been pre-
sented by the partnership with Ca-
peZim.

nkomo expressed gratitude to 
the Government for affording in-
digenous people an opportunity to 
become productive through pro-
grammes such as land reform.

the irrigation scheme, which is 
mainly focusing on fodder produc-
tion, has 25 hectares under lucerne.

fodder production has been 
identified as one of the major ways 
to boost the national herd as it will 
help ensure that farmers have ac-
cess to highly nutritive stock feed at 
affordable costs. Lucerne is a resil-
ient perennial legume that is grown 

for grazing and hay forage in many 
countries around the world. It is 
high in protein which makes it ideal 
for stock feed. It is planted once in 
seven years and during the course 
of the time farmers will be just har-
vesting it.

President Mnangagwa launched 
the Presidential Livestock scheme 
as part of efforts to grow the live-
stock sub-sector. under the scheme 
farmers are receiving legume seeds, 
fertilisers and forage sorghum 
among other inputs.

the scheme falls under the Live-
stock Growth Plan, which is part of 
the agriculture and food systems 
transformation strategy that is ex-
pected to turn agriculture into an 
us$8.2 billion industry by 2025 and 
contributes towards the achieve-
ment of Vision 2030.

Zimbabwe farmers in value addition drive

AfDB gets US backing 
on plans to feed Africa

By Correspondent Gaudensia Mngumi

Dar es saLaaM dwellers have 
called for government intervention 
on the increasing prices of food and 
non-food commodities in the coun-
try’s commercial capital.

a week-long survey in Dar es sa-
laam market outlets has shown that 
maize flour has gone to 1,500/- per 
kilo, compared to 500/- last year, 
while cooking oil per liter goes up to 
8,000/- from 4,000/- last year.

In shops, a bar of soap is sold 
4000/- from 2000/- last year while 
transport fares in some parts of the 
city has increased to 1,000/-.

Juma Mhando, a trader at Mabibo 
market attributed the hike in prices 
to shortage of rains in most parts of 
the country which resulted in short-
age of food.

“this year, we received little rain 
as compared to last year, In many up-
country regions where they produce 
maize, rice and other agro-produces 
received little rain, which resulted in 
poor harvests” he said.

He said increasing fuel prices was 
also one of the issues leading to a 

hike in transportation costs.
Citing some examples, samuel 

Kikoti of Buguruni Market said that 
the price of sardines from Lake 
tanganyika and Lake Victoria are at 
the high price due to transportation 
costs.

“we’re forced to deeper in our 
pockets, just to buy a few things. Life 
is so difficult I don’t know what we 
going to do,” says asnat Mwanajaa, a 
Dar es salaam resident.

she called on the government au-
thorities to chip in and come up with 
sustainable to curtail the price in-
crease on essential commodities.

a mother of three (asnat) says that 
despite the government efforts to 
bail out the increasing fuel price by 
releasing 100bn/-, the situation has 
not normalized.

experts have it that the skyrock-
eting of food prices have been trig-
gered by climate change, fertiliser 
prices and ukraine-russia war.

they said that most farmers in the 
southern grain-growing areas did 
grow maize and other crops due lit-
tle rains and high prices of fertiliser.

On april this year, the tanzania 

Dar residents push for 
intervention to curtail 
prices of commodities

President of the African Development Bank, Dr Akinwumi Adesina

Meteorological authority (tMa) stated that the 
prolonged dry spells were triggered by the occur-
rence of several tropical cyclones in the Mozam-
bican channel that occurred further south of the 
position that could have enhanced rainfall in the 
country.

 “Likewise the sudden changes in sea surface 
temperatures emerged over the east african coast 
and eastern part of the Indian Ocean,” said tMa 

Director General Dr agness Kijazi.
In february tMa announced that the country 

was to receive normal to above normal rains in the 
Masika season which is specific to areas that re-
ceive rains twice a year, beginning later this month 
until May. But the situation has changed.

according to tMa sudden changes in sea surface 
temperatures rarely occur due to the tendency of 
oceans to conserve heat for long periods of time. 

However due to impacts of climate this has hap-
pened.

Dr Kijazi added that the occurrence of tropical 
cyclones and changes in sea temperatures has con-
tributed into holding the Intra-tropical Conver-
gence Zone (ItCZ) over the southern part of the 
country whereby it usually commence its move-
ment to northern parts of the country in early 
March hence disrupting rains.

scale, and in concert, to respond to the urgent food secu-
rity and nutrition needs of millions of people in vulner-
able situations around the world.

adesina was among key speakers at that meeting, 
where he announced that the african Development 
Bank would provide $1.3 billion of its own resources to 
the african emergency food Production facility’s $1.5 
billion budget.

the afDB said that africa relies heavily on cereal ex-
ports from russia and ukraine, and due to the war, the 
continent faces a shortage of at least 30 million metric 
tons of food, especially wheat, maize, and soybeans im-

ported from both countries.
However, it noted that the Bank’s african emergency 

food Production programme will see a total of 38 million 
tons of food produced.

this will include 11 million tons of wheat, 18 million 
tons of maize, six million tons of rice and 2.5 million tons 
of soybeans.

the facility, the afDB stressed, will build on the Bank’s 
remarkable success of its technologies for african agri-
cultural transformation (taat) platform.

Launched in 2019, taat delivered heat-tolerant wheat 
seed varieties to 1.8 million farmers in seven countries, 

and also increased wheat production by 2.7 million 
tonnes, with a value of $840 million.

the african Development Bank said it will provide 
more affordable fertiliser to smallholder farmers over 
the next four farming seasons, by using its convening in-
fluence with major fertiliser manufacturers, loan guaran-
tees, provisions for “smart subsidies’ to farmers embrac-
ing digital technologies, and other financial instruments.

the facility also aims to secure african government 
commitments toward policy reform that creates a more 
welcoming investment and business environment 
across the continent’s food value chain.
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By Danilo Türk

I
n 2017, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping proposed his vision of 
building a community with a 
shared future for mankind at 

the 19th national Congress of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC). 
this has put all international initia-
tives of China, including the Belt and 
road Initiative into a global perspec-
tive. 

today, four and a half years later 
and a couple of months before the 
20th national Congress of the CPC, 
it is necessary to discuss the experi-
ence gained and further steps to be 
taken in the realization of both – the 
vision of shared future for the man-
kind and of the Belt and road Initia-
tive.   

there are two reasons that make 
this need pertinent: first, the period 
of a unipolar world of the post-cold 
war era is irreversibly over. a new 
multipolar world is emerging amid 
tensions and turbulence. In addition, 
a conceptual framework of the future 
global system, a “world of shared fu-
ture” is necessary. 

Second, a careful look at the exist-
ing patterns of international coop-
eration may reveal that the needed 
building blocks, upon which a vision 
of a shared future should be devel-
oped further, already exist. the Belt 
and road Initiative is one of the key 
building blocks.

Let us take a look at the global 
system first. the ukraine crisis has 
revealed both the weakness and im-
portance of the global system. the 
problem of ukraine was on the agen-
da of the un Security Council since 

The Belt and Road Initiative 
seen in a global perspective 

2014. In 2015 the Council endorsed 
the second Minsk agreement that 
provided a framework for peaceful 
settlement of the situation in east-
ern ukraine. However, the Security 
Council failed to act to ensure the im-
plementation of that agreement. In-
stead, an ad hoc regional mechanism 
- the “normandy format” involving 
the regional powers and ukraine - 
was accepted as the main framework 
for negotiations. However, this mech-
anism was also an obstacle to a more 
active engagement of the un Securi-
ty Council. the “normandy format” 
has failed and made the un Security 
Council to fail too.

the lesson that should be learned 
from this experience is that the un 
should not be sidelined in dealing 
with the issues of peace and secu-
rity. this is an important lesson that 
many, but not all international actors 
have overlooked. the GSI, another 
China-proposed initiative announced 
by Xi at the Boao forum for asia in 
april this year showed precisely that 
security issues must be considered 
and resolved within the framework 
of globally accepted principles, such 
as those under the un Charter.  

there are spaces for innovation if 
we take the example of its progress 
in africa. almost all the african 
countries, more than 50 so far, have 
engaged in the BrI cooperation. the 
cooperations include a whole range 
of economic activities, such as in-
frastructural development, new tel-
ecommunications, additional manu-
facturing industries and banking. 
there is much potential for all areas 
of economic cooperation in the fu-
ture.

the development priorities of af-
rican countries will be decisive. It is 
encouraging that african countries 
are strengthening their coopera-
tion through the african union and 
new arrangements such as the af-
rican Continental free trade area 
(afCfta).

Moreover, african countries are 
already cooperating with a variety of 
partners. european union, tradition-
ally a major partner of africa, has 
well-established ties with africa. new 
forms of cooperation will be increas-
ingly relevant in the future. It would 
be natural for the Chinese and euro-
pean approaches to converge, based 
on the priorities and the develop-
ment needs of the african countries. 

the evolving realities of interna-
tional cooperation – both global and 
region-specific - will define the reali-
zation of the vision of shared future 
of the world. no individual country 
can succeed unilaterally. unilateral-
ism was short lived. the alternatives 
of cooperation and partnership al-
ready exist, and they are being tested 
in practice that is constantly opening 
new opportunities. China’s vision of 
shared future for mankind provides 
strong incentives as well as valuable 
practical experience. they must be 
used for the benefit of all.

the author is the former Slovenian 
president and a member of the Coun-
cil of advisory of the Boao forum for 
asia .   People's Daily

the initiative highlights the importance of the un, the only truly global and 
universal organization. the founding principles of the un, the universality of 
its membership, its programs, funds and agencies and, importantly, its unique 
global convening power, are indispensable. 

the un should be stressed in order to effectively address the problems of 
our era. the state of the planet today provides ample needs and opportuni-
ties for global cooperation. Overcoming the Pandemic of COVID-19 is a pri-
ority for all. at the same time the world is facing a triple planetary crisis of 
global warming, declining biodiversity and pollution. these problems can be 
resolved only by global action and the un is the indispensable forum for such 
action. 

the second reason for an in-depth international discussion about China’s 
vision of shared future for mankind is found in the existing successful models 
of international cooperation and the new opportunities they provide. 

the BrI is an important example. Its progress made so far already offers 
significant experiences as well as opportunities for the future. So far, its im-
plementation has shown the importance of demand-driven projects and in-
frastructure improvement that enable stronger trade flows. 

In addition, it has shown that the future of BrI could expand the infrastruc-
ture to other areas, such as health, green and digital silk roads. 

On May 22, 2022, a large container ship is loading containers at the terminal of Lianyungang Port, east China’s Jiangsu 
province. As the most convenient seaport in Central Asia, the port has promoted cooperation under the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI). File photo

Aerial photo shows the Boao Forum for Asia (BFA) International Conference Centre in Qionghai city, south China’s Hainan 
province, April 12, 2022. File photo
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By Beatrice Philemon

F
ORMER Prime Minister Mizengo Pin-
da has said painting works by Tanza-
nian artists can help youth transform 
their lives and raise a good income.

He said the artists’ works need to be properly 
supervised as they also promote nature and the 
country’s tourism potential.

Pinda made the call over the weekend at the 
“Rhythms of India” exhibition of paintings that 
was organized by artist from India, Narendar 
Reddy with the support from the High Commis-
sion of India.

Narendar is in the country for four days to ex-
hibit his paintings and share ideas with Tanzani-
an artists that in turn will enable them to secure 
international markets. The exhibition started on 
July 2nd to July 6th this year.

He invited Tanzanians to visit the High Com-
mission of India to see 30 paintings comprising 
beauty of nature and depiction of personalities.

There are also paintings works done by Tan-
zanian artists that are developed at a joint work-
shop organized by the Indian High Commission 
aiming at promoting the India-Tanzania friend-
ship.

Pinda said: “I am pleased to see Tanzanian art-
ists involved in this exhibition. Tanzanian artists 
have high quality paintings that promote our 
culture, nature and our tourism potentials.”

He called on the ministry responsible for arts 
and culture to see how it can help Tanzanian 
artists to get chances to further sharpen their 

skills in India.
Rhythms of India are a beautiful reproduc-

tion of India through well depicted paintings 

from Narendar Reddy and this exhibition gives a 
glimpse of different facets of India and his paint-
ings introduce rich art forms of the modern era 

Pinda calls for promotion, marketing of local paintings internationally

UDSM, UDOM students stand out
in Huawei Global ICT Competition

By Guardian Reporte

THREE Tanzanian teams from the 
University of Dodoma and the Uni-
versity of Dar es Salaam won sec-
ond and third prizes, respectively, in 
Huawei’s 6th Global ICT Competition 
which drew to a close on June 25. 
That is a second win for Tanzania for 
two consecutive years.

Currently, Huawei has partnered 
with 18 top universities in Tanzania 
to set up ICT colleges, planning to 
train more than 1000 teachers and 
students each year. Currently, about 
5,000 students have been trained.

Commenting on the achievement 
the Deputy Permanent Secretary of 
the Ministry of Education Prof. James 
Mdoe commended students’ efforts 
and Huawei initiatives in the talent 
cultivation of Tanzanian students.

‘‘ I congratulate the students for 
winning the Huawei ICT Competi-
tion, as a government we are proud 
of these students for such a great 
achievement. The winning proves 
the academic excellence of our uni-
versities on a global scale. I hope the 
Huawei ICT Competition continues 
to search for and train more ICT 
talents in Tanzania. I would like to 
thank Huawei for its dedication and 
efforts in building the local talent 
ecosystem” he stressed.

The sub-Saharan African teams 
performed well among 130 global fi-
nalists, winning 18 awards (2 Grand 
Prizes, 4 First Prizes, 4 Second Priz-
es, and 8 Third Prizes), becoming the 
region with the most award-winning 
teams.

By Guardian Correspondent, Chunya

CRDB Bank has established special mobile bank branch for 
Chunya District that will serve tobacco farmers in Kipembawe 
Division to simplify banking services to them.

CRDB Bank Manager for Southern Highlands Zone, Jeni-
pher Tondi introduced the mobile bank branch to residents 
of Kipembawe Ward at a public meeting that also introduced 
the new tobacco buying firm at Tingatinga Ward.

Jenipher said apart from serving farmers, the mobile bank 
branch will also serve ordinary people including public em-
ployees.

She added that they decided to bring the service to the 
district because a big percentage of farmers in the district in-
cluding tobacco farmers’ primary cooperatives are long time 
CRDB bank customers.

She said earlier, they used to serve these customers through 
agents at Lupa Tingatinga area who sometimes had small 
amount of cash.

“This mobile bank branch will be providing all banking ser-
vices including opening of accounts, deposits and withdraw-
als of money and will be shifting from one area to another ac-
cording to the needs,” she added.

She said CRDB Bank has also strengthened services pro-
vided by its agents in the area to ensure many farmers benefit 
from its services.

For his part, Mbeya Regional commissioner Juma Homera 
praised the bank for taking its services close to the people of 
rural areas, especially those at Kipembawe who for a long time 
had to travel long distances to get the services.

He said before the establishment of the mobile bank branch, 
farmers had to travel to Makongolosi or Chunya Town, more 
than 200km, the trips that posed security dangers.

He also praised the bank for providing loans to tobacco 
farmers for farming activities stressing that tobacco farming 
needs great financial. assistance

“This mobile bank branch will be moving from here at Lupa 
to Kambikatoto, Bitimanyanga and other areas according to 
needs, hence I would like to tell Chunya District residents to 
make sure you use the services provided for the security of 
your money,” RC Homera said.

Vice Chairman of Chunya District Council, Ramadhan 
Shumbi called on farmers to stop travelling with huge amount 
of cash, telling them to either keep it at home or deposit in 
banks, its rightful places.

He also called on other banks to emulate CRDB Bank by 
sending their services close to the people.

CRDB Bank Plc launches mobile 
bank branch for Chunya District

with traditional subjects.
An artist from India, Narendar Reddy 

,said: “Iam happy to work with Tanzanian 

artists, they are creative and did very good 
paintings that can be sold at higher prices,” 
he said.

He said before the exhibition, he met 
with Tanzanian artists for four days at Swa-
mi Vivekananda Cultural Centre (SVCC) 
where they shared ideas related to paint-
ing works.

He said art is born not made, lauding art-
ists for their good paintings.

India’s High Commissioner to Tanzania, 
Binaya Pradhan, said that Narendar has 
made paintings that capture nature with 
his imagination and treats art not just as a 
creative work but as science.

He said Narendar trained in art at the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University 
( JNTU) in Hyderabad and he did research 
in art in Aichi in Japan, exposed to the 
work of the great masters during his trips 
abroad.

An artist from Tanzania, Agnes Mpata 
lauded the High Commissioner for organ-
izing the event that gave her a chance to 
market her paintings and share ideas with 
Indian artists.

“Tanzanian artists have a lot of works 
but they are yet to properly market them 
internationally,” he said.

He called upon the Indian High Commis-
sioner to continue organizing more work-
shops that will help them to learn from 
their counterparts and exchange ideas.

By Guardian Reporter

AFRICAN nations will not 
thrive to get trade liberation 
if its countries will not unite 
and have a common market in 
which each nation will trade 
and export goods without re-
strictions.

African Continental Free 

Trade Area (AfCFTA) secretary 
general Wamkele Mene made 
the call yesterday during the of-
ficial launch of the 46th  Dar es 
Salaam International Trade Fair 
(DITF).

He said strong efforts are still 
needed to bring commercial 
transformation in the countries 
so as to enable them to produce 

quality products but also com-
pete freely in the global market.

“African countries need to 
agree and have a common mar-
ket. It is not Tanzania, Kenya or 
any country which will succeed 
to get freedom if they will not 
sit down and agree to have the 
common market for the ben-
efits of all,” he said.

The secretary said that the 
majority of the countries on 
the continent have been fac-
ing challenges even during 
outbreak of diseases and war 
due to lack of commercial in-
dependence.

He cited the example that 
even after the outbreak of the 
Covid-19 pandemic as well as 

the Russia-Ukraine war, the 
economies of many African 
countries stagnated as they 
depend much, including key 
products from the two coun-
tries.

 “We need to know that no 
one from overseas will come 
and bring liberation in this 
area of economy, we need to 

unite, stand firm, cooperate 
and fight by ourselves for the 
bright future of our continent,” 
he added.

Minister for Industries and 
Trade, Ashatu Kijaji assured the 
secretary general that Tanza-
nia will continue strengthening 
efforts to ensure that it utilizes 
the presence of the market well 

by producing and selling qual-
ity products.

“Our leader (Mene) has vis-
ited many of our pavilions and 
has hailed us for promoting 
and supervising production of 
quality products. He has also 
advised us to increase value 
so as to compete well in the 
AfCFTA market,” she said.

Come up with common market, Mene tells African nations 

Former Prime Minister Mizengo Pinda points at  a painting by Buddha, ahjo  shaped `indian thought, accompanied by visiting Indian artist Narendar Reddy  and 
India’s High Commissioner to Tanzania, Binaya Pradhan. Photo: Guardian Correspondent 

Two teams from Nigeria won the grand 
prize, a second win for Nigeria in the glob-
al championships. The other two Nigerian 
teams won the first prize and the second 
prize respectively. Teams from Uganda and 
Kenya won the first prize, teams from Tan-
zania and Ghana won the second prize, and 
teams from Zimbabwe, Mauritius, Tanzania, 
Kenya, and Ghana won the third prize.

The ICT Competition is an important part 
of “LEAP”, a talent ecosystem development 

program launched by Huawei in sub-Saha-
ran Africa. This program aims to cultivate 
more than 100,000 ICT talents for the region 
within three years. Through organizing digi-
tal skills training, and encouraging students 
to participate in relevant skills competitions, 
LEAP is committed to improving the digi-
tal skills of young people in the region and 
promoting employment competitiveness. It 
helps meet the huge demand for digital tal-
ent in business and society.

The Competition attracted 150,000 stu-
dents from 85 countries. After a year of selec-
tion processes, 130 teams reached the global 
finals. The scale of the competition was the 
largest ever. The competition projects in-
cluded cloud, network, and digital innova-
tive solutions, which encourages students 
to combine their ICT knowledge with their 
practice and propose innovative solutions to 
address the problems facing social develop-
ment.
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smart money

TCB told to establish special 
training for entrepreneurs
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By Guardian Correspondent, Bukoba

t
He government in Kagera re-
gion has called on tanzania 
Commercial Bank (tCB) to have 
in place a special programme 

for entrepreneurship training to traders 
to enable tanzanians benefit economi-
cally through loans it provides. 

speaking on behalf of Kagera regional 
Commissioner maj Gen Charles Ibuge 
at the official launching of tCB Bukoba 
Branch at the weekend, Bukoba District 
Commissioner moses machali said some 

By Apata Oyeniran 

Pastor Henry akasili, 
executive Director of “a smarter 
you academy’, a non-profit 
organisation, has called on african 
leaders to implement policies 
that would create an enabling 
environment for initiatives capable 
of motivating the youths.

akasili made the call in an 
interview on the sidelines of the 
launch of the academy on saturday 
in Lagos.

the academy is powered by 
africa for africa youth Initiative, 
also an international non-profit 
organisation.

akasili, who said the youths 
are an embodiment of great 
innovations and ideas and are all 
rearing to go, identified lack of 
motivation and good policies as a 
major hindrance.

“When you talk about young 
people, you look at people with 
innovation and skills. their energy, 
if well harnessed, could accelerate 
the much-needed nation-building 
as well as change the narrative 
about africa as a continent.

“today, we could see them 
involve in cyber crimes much-
needed nation-building they 
have sharp minds and this can be 
corrected.

“I can assure you that if they 
are guided right and an enabling 
environment put in place, they will 
channel these skills to things that 
will be of great benefits to all.

“a major responsibility of all 
heads of governments in africa 
in advancing the course of re-
education of the african youths is 
to ensure that the right policies are 
put in place to create that enabling 
environment for initiatives such at 
this ‘a smarter you academy ‘ to 
thrive.

“such policies will ensure that 
regulatory bodies do not prevent 
or stifle the activities of initiatives 
such as this one,” he said.

the technical Director of the 
academy, mr. Ugo Dibia, noted that 
the academy is the solution to the 
multifaceted challenges facing the 
continent.

He said that the challenges facing 
africa were not entirely a result 
of bad leadership but rather the 
educational system.

nGO tasks African leaders on 
policies and youth motivation

TBs invites public to visit 
its pavilion at 46th DITF
By Guardian reporter

tanZanIa Bureau of standards 
(tBs) has called on the general pub-
lic to visit its pavilion at the ongoing 
46th International trade Fair (DItF) at 
Dare es salaam mwalimu nyerere Fair 
Grounds.  

the call was given in Dar es salaam 
yesterday by the Bureau’s Public rela-
tions officer, neema mtemvu as she 
briefed reporters on the huge response 
of people visiting its pavilion.

she said at this year’s Fair tBs has 
come up differently, as many services 
are provided on the spot including lis-
tening to public complaints that are 
given elaboration.

some of the services provided at the 
tBs pavilion include the procedures 
for registration of cosmetic products 
and hotels and restaurants, products 
standards and many other services. 

“Fair participants and the general 
public who for one reason or the other 
fail to call at our offices, they will get all 
of our services here,” she stressed.

neema said tBs continues to verify 
the quality of products produced by 
small entrepreneur for free, all what 
they need is to have sIDo’s identifica-
tion.

she added that once goods produced 
by entrepreneurs receive quality stand-
ard certificate, can be sold to the eaC 
markets without having to be verified 
again by the country in question due 
to the existing protocol signed by eaC 
member states.

speaking to this paper, anarose 
Itembe, a visitor at the tBs pavilion 
expressed her pleasure by tBs servic-
es provided at the fair and added that 
from now on she will embark on a pro-
cess to verify the quality of her prod-
ucts with the Bureau. 

“I assure tBs that when I go back to 
my home area in Kibondo I will be a 
good will ambassador to fellow entre-
preneurs and impress upon them to 
visit tBs offices for quality verification 
of the products they make in order to 
capture markets in Burundi and DrC 
Congo,” she said.

Lenovo appoints new general 
manager for south Africa wing
By Zintle nkohla

Global technology company 
Lenovo has announced the 
appointment of yugen naidoo, who 
will take the role of Gm for its south 
african division.

naidoo succeeds thibault Dousson, 
who now leads the Lenovo ssG 
(services and solutions Group) for 
the middle east, turkey, and africa 
region.

Having joined Lenovo in 2016 
as a Consumer segment Leader, 
naidoo worked his way into other 
enriching roles. 

In 2021 he became a Consumer 
and smB lead, and a year later, took 
the position of the Lenovo Channel 
Leader. a strong customer-centric 
and channel-first approach, 
coupled with leadership skills are 
some of the reasons why he excels 
in a highly competitive market.

as a result, naidoo’s expertise 
and 16-year experience in the 
It industry has proven to be 
exceptional. During his tenure, 
he delivered significant record-
breaking growth in the consumer 
segment, while maintaining 
the number 1 position market 
share position according to 
figures reported by IDC. this 
is among a series of his other 
accomplishments, which have seen 
the success of the smB channel 
business.

“I’ve had a fulfilling journey at 
Lenovo. each role has been integral 
to my professional and personal 
development. I look forward to my 
new role and will ensure that the 
brand continues to grow in all areas. 
my core focus will be to accelerate 

digital transformation in my 
region and become a trusted 
partner of choice to consumers. 
above all my ultimate goal 
will be to deliver truly smarter 
technology and solutions to all 
embodying our brand vision 
as well as supporting the 
communities we operate in” 

people fail to benefit by the bank’s services 
due to lack of education on how they can raise 
themselves up economically.

“Due to the current market trends and the 
state of the economy and the urge of many 
residents of Bukoba to make economic strides, 
this is a good opportunity for them and the 
bank to organise entrepreneurship training 
for them to benefit from the bank’s presence in 
their town< said machali.

He advised tCB to see the importance of 
reducing interest on loans in order to provide 
opportunities to many people to repay the 
loans without fear of bankruptcy.

tCB Chief executive officer, sabasaba 
moshingi said 720bn/- has been provided 
to various people countrywide this year to 
develop their businesses.

“out of the 270bn/- loaned, 9,3bn/- has been 
loaned to Kagera region residents, we thank 
you very much as you have been good at 
repaying loans,” said moshingi.

remegius Patrick, one among businessmen 
who attended the event advised various banks 
in the country, including tCB to establish a 
branch at mutukula area bordering Uganda 
due its fast growing therefore needing better 
banking services.

“as the Country manager, 
yugen will build on the strong 
cultural foundation laid by 
thibault Dousson and continue 
to strengthen our business in the 
saDC countries,” says shashank 
sharma, executive Director and 
Gm for Lenovo middle east, 
turkey, and africa.

says naidoo.
yugen’s major responsibility 

will be to support the intelligent 
transformation of Lenovo’s 
Intelligent Devices Group’s 
key customers and partners 
while driving Lenovo’s brand 
ethos of delivering “smarter 
technology for all”.

Dare es salaam’s Mwalimu nyerere Fair Grounds
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African airfreight 
now on the ascent
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By Roger Hailey

A
S it emerges from the 
pandemic, Africa’s air-
freight and logistics mar-
ket is in expansion mode, 

attracting significant investment.
There is investment in new and 

converted freighter aircraft, up-
scale cargo drones, consolidation 
in the cargo ground handling sec-
tor and the acquisition of a large 
specialist freight forwarder by a 
shipping line.

 Kenya based cargo airline Astral 
Aviation is expanding its 14-strong 
freighter fleet, with three Boeing 
B757-200Fs and two Airbus A320 
P2Fs.

Astral founder and chief ex-
ecutive Sanjeev Gadhia says: “The 
B757-200F’s will be operational 
from June 2022 onwards, as we 
have had some unfortunate delays, 
partly caused by Boeing’s lack of 
timely support on the multi-mode 
receiver (MMR) upgrade.

“The B757-200F will operate 
scheduled flights from Astral’s Nai-
robi hub to Johannesburg, in ad-
dition to Dubai and Tel Aviv, with 
plans to operate charter flights to 
and from China by Q3.

“The A320F will be operational 
from mid-July 2022 and will op-
erate on charter basis in 2022 on 
routes between Africa, Middle East 
and South Asia. The second A320F 
will be delivered by the end of the 
year.”

Ethiopian Airways, Africa’s larg-
est airline, has booked an order for 
five current production line B777 
freighters and has an MoU for a 
further five of the next generation 
B777-8 freighters. All of this on top 
of the nine B777Fs it now operates.

Astral is looking to the future 
freighter additions, primarily from 
the Airbus stable.

Ghadia says: “In addition to the 
two A320Fs which have been ac-
quired from Vaayu, which are 
the first converted A320Fs in the 
world, we have also signed a Let-
ter of Intent (LoI) to acquire two 
A321Fs by 2023 and four A330-
300Fs (delivery between 2024-5) 
while we are negotiating to acquire 
two A330-200Fs (2023-4) and four 
B777-300ERFs (2024-5).

“We are very impressed with the 
Airbus freighter products and the 
support that has been given from 
Airbus, EFW and ST Engineering in 
inducting the A320F, hence we re-
main confident in acquiring more 
Airbus freighters.”

Ghadia added that while he re-
mains confident in the African 
market, the plan is to continue to 
position Astral as a global airline, 
because some of the freighters will 
operate “beyond the skies of Afri-
ca,” to regions such as China, South 
Korea, India, the UAE and Europe.

GSA Aero Cargo France – part 
of the ECS group – represents Air 

Senegal, DHL Aviation, Royal Air Maroc and 
Corsair.

Managing director France Jean Ceccaldi 
says that Air Senegal plans to increase fre-
quencies by nearly 60%, with widebody air-
craft on its intra-African network.

Corsair has added a new route to Bamako 
in the Ivory Coast with 41 flights for the sum-
mer season.

“The first French market in Africa is the 
Ivory Coast, followed by Senegal and Mo-
rocco, then Mali and Burkina Faso,” says Cec-
caldi.

“Exports are mainly perishable products 
thanks to the strength of the Rungis market 
in France and the large presence of wholesal-
ers in Africa.

“The mail market is the second most im-
portant one, followed by general cargo. We 
can also mention the hatching eggs and one-
day old chicks markets. We are also gradually 
seeing growth in B2B.”

Franck Tordjman, managing director 
France, Globe Air Cargo, says that one of its 
clients, Magma Aviation, is planning to add 
two new B777 freighters at the end of 2024.

“For Magma Aviation, the main market 
from France is DLA/NSI with strong export of 
pharma medicines, oil & gas, industrials and 
some consolidations,” says Tordjman.

The company also represents Niger Air 
Cargo, which is owned by parent ECS, where 
it mainly exports cargo for the armies of 
France, Germany, and the US, as well as some 
mail, perishable food, pharma and aircraft 
parts.

Africa’s freight forwarding sector is in tran-
sition, with France’s Bolloré Group agreeing 
to sell 100% of long established Bolloré Africa 
Logistics to MSC Group, the European con-
tainer shipping company, for around €5.7bn.

MSC top management has said that it will 
look for synergies and avoid duplication of 
investment, while specifics on airfreight are 
awaited.

Cargo ground handling in Africa has seen 
National Aviation Services (NAS) expand its 
footprint through alliances and acquisitions.

It is also in the process of finalising a £571m 
takeover of the UK Menzies Group, which has 
cargo handling operations centred in South 
Africa.

Burak Kurt, group chief operating officer – 
cargo at NAS, says: “We have been expanding 
our operations strategically and increasing 
our network in the African continent since 
the start of the pandemic. Pre-Covid, NAS 
had eight cargo warehouses in the African 
continent. 

“Over the past 18 months, we have expand-
ed this network by two stations, and we now 
have warehouses in 10 airports. In addition 
to warehousing, NAS handles cargo as part 
of its ground handling operations in 21 air-
ports. Twelve of these were added in the past 
18 months. 

“In the African continent, our cargo ton-
nages were impacted by Covid and there was 
a slump. However, we have seen them on the 
rebound in 2021 and 2022 is going well.”

Kurt adds: “Although the global air cargo 
market’s demand was down by 5.2% in March 
2022 compared to the same period in the pre-
vious year, Africa’s CTK was raised by 3.1%, as 
per IATA’s market analysis report of March.

“The region has a huge potential (espe-
cially in South Africa) and is one of the fast-
est growing in the world. Considering the 

growth trend in the African airfreight market 
we are optimistic for the tonnages in 2022.”

Asked about the current airfreight market 
in Africa, both Astral and NAS remain opti-
mistic despite the potential effect of external 
factors, such as the rising cost of aviation 
fuel, provoked by the Ukraine conflict.

Ghadia says: “The perishables exports 
from East Africa to Europe and Middle East 
remain positive for growth despite the ca-
pacity challenges, while air imports into Af-
rica have started to recover, especially into 
West and Southern Africa.

“With the fuel prices remaining at record 
levels, we will see positive growth in oil-
producing countries in Africa, in addition to 
countries such a s Mozambique which have a 
positive outlook.”

He continues: “The perishables high sea-
son ended after Mother’s Day, and we expect 
a reduction in volumes to Europe until Sep-
tember when the market will start to pick as 
we enter the high season.

“The effect of the high fuel price appears to 
be a concern as the industry is experiencing 
high yields for perishables into Europe due 
to the lack of capacity and high demand dur-
ing the pandemic, hence fuel surcharges are 
making the situation worse for the perish-
able exporters.

“Air imports into Africa remain unaffected 
in the short-term, but will start to decline in 
the medium-term, hence the effects of the 
high fuel price will affect cargo volumes to 
and from the continent.”

Kurt of NAS says that his airline customers 
have experienced a “significant impact” due 
to the high cost of fuel: “Oil prices account 
for 30-35% of their operational costs. The 
Russia-Ukraine war, rising inflation and Omi-
cron variant were some key factors recently 
that kept raising prices.

“Although we see that travel demand is in a 
recovery trend, I assume that the price of jet 
fuel will be a threat to overall recovery in the 
future as well.”

While it is difficult to observe a single trend 
on a large continent such as Africa, Kurt of 
NAS says: “It is important to note that though 
there was a change in commodity types dur-
ing the pandemic – the market is gradually 
returning to the pre-Covid status quo.

“The overall trend is that over 95% of the 
market is consisting of general cargo (includ-
ing but not limited to electronics, medicines, 
spare parts) and perishables. However, in 
certain airports, perishables have a signifi-
cantly higher contribution, reaching up to 
90%.”

It has been a busy 18 months for acquisi-
tions and operational integration by NAS, 
with the BidAir Services and Siginon Avia-
tion takeovers and the Menzies deal nearing 
completion. 

Kurt says: “In all mergers and acquisition 
there are certain aspects which are smooth 
and certain aspects which are less smooth.

“In the cases of BidAir Services, which is 
now NAS Colossal Aviation Services, and 
Siginon Aviation, which is now NAS Siginon 
Aviation Services, we can say that the overall 
process has been smooth and gone on-track 
and in-line with our plans.”

He adds that NAS does not want to lose any 
opportunity in the African market consider-
ing its growth potential, and states that cre-
ating economies of scale and scope is one of 

Astral founder and chief executive Sanjeev 
Gadhia says: “The B757-200F’s will be 
operational from June 2022 onwards, as 
we have had some unfortunate delays, 
partly caused by Boeing’s lack of timely 
support on the multi-mode receiver (MMR) 
upgrade

the main benefits of consolidation.
“To me, I believe that this consolidation will be bringing faster strat-

egy implementation across the continent along with bringing together 
industry experts and talents as well as standardisation of processes and 
workflows.”

Does Kurt envisage further acquisitions in Africa’s cargo ground han-
dling market?

“Yes, we do. NAS is the fastest growing aviation service provider in 
emerging markets such as Africa.

“With the vision of becoming the service provider of choice in emerg-
ing markets and the mission to aggressively expand in emerging markets, 
we are keen on exploring all opportunities on the African continent and 
beyond.”

Hub heroics
Some African air cargo hubs have an excellent pedigree in handling 

freight, Ethiopia’s Addis Ababa and Nairobi in Kenya being two stand out 
examples.

Ethiopian Airlines has invested heavily in new cargo terminal capac-
ity at its home hub of Addis Ababa and received IATA’s CEIV Pharma in 
December last year.

Ghadia says that the Nairobi hub has been performing “exceptionally 
well,” while the Johannesburg hub has had some challenges caused by 
the jet fuel disruption in May following the floods in Durban.

Kurt of NAS says that there is a variance in the standards of cargo han-
dling across the continent: “We cannot say that the entire region is hav-
ing poor cargo handling infrastructure, however there is a wide array of 
airports which have a scope for improvement. 

“For this improvement to take place, a focus is required not only on 
infrastructure but also on training, gaining efficiencies by enhancing 
processes, improvement of facilities also by investing in technology and 
digitalisation of certain processes.”

He continues: “These require coordination with external stakehold-
ers such as shippers, consignees, agents and government bodies. We are 
planning investments in our facilities including but not limited to facili-
tating a faster processing of perishables in order to improve efficiencies 
and reduce lead time.”

Drones are another one of the areas of innovation in the African cargo 
market. German drone delivery pioneer Wingcopter and Continental 
Drones have a partnership agreement to help establish drone-based de-
livery networks in Africa with thousands of Wingcopter drones across 
the continent.

US Autonomous cargo drone developer Natilus has secured an order 
from Astral for one of its aircraft, continuing the airline’s investment in 
drone technology for freight delivery across Africa.

Ghadia says: “We have a commitment to acquire one drone with a pay-
load of 3.8 tons, with plans to acquire additional drones once the com-
pany enters commercial production.

“We are a market leader in drones and are also focusing on the induc-
tion of large cargo drones in our fleet, as the potential to operate large 
cargo drones in Africa, for mid-mile and last mile delivery is immense.”

He continues: “The future of cargo deliveries by drone in Africa is very 
promising. Already Zipline has been able to scale their drone deliveries 
in Africa to new opportunities in the US, hence Africa will always be the 
region where drones will be tested before they can be scaled in other 
parts of the world.”

Covid impact
Aero Cargo’s Ceccaldi says that Covid also continues to impact the mar-

ket.
“One of the challenges encountered was the resumption of marketing 

following the [Covid] halt, and the management of stop-and-go.
“Another challenge was the management of rates with a significant 

pressure and increases due to a high demand confronted with a lack of 
capacity.

“During this period, we supported the companies by setting up some 
charter flights (P2C and full freighters).”

Alain Boussard, managing director France, Niger Air Cargo, says the 
main challenge during the Covid crisis was to maintain weekly opera-
tions despite administrative and crew issues (vaccination, lockdowns, 
staff sickness etc…).

“Niger being a landlocked country, the four-month closure of the air-
port to international flights (except for cargo) put a severe brake on the 
country’s economy.

“Like other countries in the Sahel band, Niger has weathered Covid 
rather well thanks to the drastic measures taken in time.

“With passenger flights no longer able to operate, there was clearly a 
lack of capacity in the country, which resulted in higher rates.

“Only freighters were operated and Niger Air Cargo was the only airline 
to operate weekly throughout the crisis.

“We had to adapt week after week to the changing restrictions of each 
country concerned by our flights and we did it – we are proud to have 
successfully operated all our flights without fail, being the only operator 
to serve Niger during months.”

Another challenge facing the market at present is high fuel costs.
Tordjman of Globe Air Cargo says for Niger Air Cargo, a fuel surcharge 

was added which helped provide some stability in the base rate as only 
the surcharge changes.

He adds: “Regarding Magma Aviation, the fuel is more affecting the im-
port business in Europe, as is it mainly perishable fruits and vegetables 
that do not support higher rates and it was a headache to maintain rea-
sonable price levels.

“On the export side, we obviously had to increase the rates by imple-
menting a fuel surcharge to compensate and cope with the higher costs.”

Ceccaldi adds that while the African market is traditionally north/
south oriented, airlines have turned to Asia which offers a more favour-
able exchange rate in the face of rising costs.

At the same time, there has been an increase in the supply of Asia-
Africa capacity via hubs in eastern Europe and the Middle East.

Astral Aviation
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WORLD
Pope Francis denies he is 
planning to resign soon

NAIROBI 

China on Sunday disputed the 
“debt trap” claim in Kenya, noting 
that not a single african country has 
slid into debt predicaments because 
of financing arrangements with Bei-
jing.

Chinese ambassador to Kenya 
Zhou Pingjian said in a commentary 
published in the Sunday Standard 
newspaper that the East african na-
tion owes less than 10 percent of its 
public debt, or, less than 20 percent 
of its foreign debt, to Chinese credi-
tors. 

“Therefore, labelling China as Ke-
nya’s main creditor is an overstate-
ment,” said the article.

Zhou said that Western investors, 
often in the forms of multilateral fi-
nancial institutions and commercial 
creditors, are the largest creditors of 

african countries, including Kenya.
The Chinese envoy stressed that 

China has never attached any politi-
cal strings to debt agreements, nor 
forced any african country to take 
out loans or pressed for debt service 
by any african country.

he added that not a single devel-
oping country has ever fallen into 
the so-called “debt trap” because of 
Chinese loans.

“in fact, the so-called ‘debt trap’ 
is a narrative trap created by those 
who wish to forever plunge africa 
into a ‘poverty trap’ and ‘backwards 
trap,’ Zhou said. 

it cannot be said that only the 
loans provided by Western coun-
tries in the past were development 
aid while those from China are now 
labelled “debt trap,” Zhou argued.

China-africa financing coopera-
tion has provided africa with new 

options to break the bottleneck of 
insufficient funds for development, 
he said, adding that China has pro-
vided africa with new financing 
channels different from the tradi-
tional funding sources from the 

West to help build capacity for self-
generated development.

“The fruitful and tangible out-
comes of our cooperation are solid 
there for all to see,” Zhou said.

he noted that financing from 

Western countries mainly focuses 
on non-manufacturing sectors and 
often comes with political strings at-
tached, which is detrimental to the 
continent’s long-term growth and 
stability.

“instead of truly helping africa to 
advance economic growth, gener-
ate more tax revenues, and increase 
exports and earn foreign exchange 
for improved balance of payments, 
such financing is used as a means to 
remold the continent,” Zhou said.

he added that China is fully im-
plementing the G20 Debt Service 
Suspension initiative for Poorest 
Countries and has put off more debt 
payments than any other G20 mem-
bers and has signed agreements or 
reached common understanding 
on debt relief with 19 african coun-
tries. 

               Xinhua

China dismisses ‘debt trap’ allegations in Kenya

JERUSALEM/RAMALLAH, West Bank 

iSraEl said on Sunday it would test 
a bullet that killed a Palestinian-amer-
ican journalist to determine whether 
one of its soldiers shot her and said a 
US observer would be present. 

The Palestinians, who on Saturday 
handed over the bullet to a US secu-
rity coordinator, said they had been as-
sured that israel would not take part in 
the ballistics. 

Washington has yet to comment. 
The United States has a holiday week-
end to mark July 4.

The death of al Jazeera reporter 

Shireen abu akleh on May 11 during an 
israeli raid in the occupied West Bank, 
and feuding between the sides as to 
the circumstances, have overshad-
owed a visit by US President Joe Biden 
due this month.

Palestinians say the israeli military 
deliberately killed abu akleh. israel 
denies this, saying she may have been 
hit by errant army fire or by a bullet 
from one of the Palestinian gunmen 
who were clashing with its forces at 
the scene.

in a separate incident, a 17-year-old 
Palestinian died in hospital after being 
shot late on Saturday by israeli soldiers 

in a clash in the West Bank, the Palestin-
ian health Ministry said. The israeli army 
said a suspect had thrown a firebomb at 
soldiers, who in response opened fire.

“The (ballistic) test will not be ameri-
can. The test will be an israeli test, with 
an american presence throughout,” said 
israeli military spokesman Brigadier-
General ran Kochav.

“in the coming days or hours it will be-
come clear whether it was even us who 
killed her, accidentally, or whether it was 
the Palestinian gunmen,” he told army 
radio. “if we killed her, we will take re-
sponsibility and feel regret for what hap-
pened.”

akram al-Khatib, general prosecutor 
for the Palestinian authority, said the 
test would take place at the US Embassy 
in Jerusalem.

“We got guarantees from the ameri-
can coordinator that the examination 
will be conducted by them and that the 
israeli side will not take part,” al-Khatib 
told Voice of Palestine radio, adding that 
he expected the bullet to be returned on 
Sunday.

a US embassy spokesperson said: “We 
don’t have anything new at this time.”  
Biden is expected to hold separate meet-
ings with Palestinian and israeli leaders 
on his July 13-16 trip to the Middle East. 

The abu akleh case will be a diplomatic 
and domestic test for new israeli Prime 
Minister Yair lapid.

“it will take a few days to conduct a 
ballistic test, with several experts, to 
ensure that there is an unequivocal as-
sessment,” israeli Deputy internal Secu-
rity Minister Yoav Segalovitz told army 
radio.

israel has said the person who fired 
the bullet could only be determined by 
matching it to a gun in a forensic labo-
ratory. Such testing usually requires 
finding markings on the bullet left by 
the unique barrel rifling of the gun it 
was fired from.

Israel to test bullet that killed reporter, Palestinans disagree

BEIJING

MoSCoW is ready to dis-
cuss expanding the Un Se-
curity Council by providing 
membership to india and 
Brazil but sees no reason 
to give permanent seats to 
Germany and Japan, rus-
sian ambassador to China 
andrey Denisov said yesterday.

“russia is calling for the expansion of the Un Security 
Council based on a broad consensus. it requires increas-
ing the proportionate share of african, asian and latin 
american nations for the Un Security Council to be able 
to reflect the aspirations of people around the world 
and be a more democratic body,” he stated at the 10th 
Global Peace Forum.

 “at the same time, i would like to be frank - we aren’t 
ready to support the accession of actors such as Ger-
many and Japan,” the envoy pointed out.

“We don’t see any added value from their potential ac-
cession. Given the current balance on the council - or 
imbalance, i should say - the membership of the two 
above-mentioned candidates is unlikely to strengthen 
it, rather it will make the imbalance even more striking. 
on the other hand, we are open to the prospects of in-
dia and Brazil joining [the council],” the russian ambas-
sador stressed.

“We have been persistently calling for making the Un 
Security Council as representative as possible. Despite 
all the difficulties, the Un remains a unique organiza-
tion. We hope to preserve and improve this platform,” 
Denisov emphasized.

The forum brings together over 300 former and cur-
rent diplomats, government officials, researchers and 
experts in-person and online.

 This year’s event is dubbed “Preserving international 
Stability: Commonality, Comprehensiveness and Coop-
eration.” Tsinghua University has been holding the an-
nual forum since 2012.

     Agencies

Russia ready to discuss permanent 
UNSC seats for India, Brazil, says envoy

VATICAN CITY

PoPE Francis has dismissed reports 
that he plans to resign in the near fu-
ture, saying he is on track to visit Canada 
this month and hopes to be able to go 
to Moscow and Kyiv as soon as possible 
after that. 

in an exclusive interview in his Vati-
can residence, Francis also denied ru-
mors that he had cancer, joking that his 
doctors “didn’t tell me anything about 
it”, and for the first time gave details of 
the knee condition that has prevented 
him carrying out some duties.

in a 90-minute conversation on Sat-
urday afternoon, conducted in italian, 
with no aides present, the 85-year-old 
pontiff also repeated his condemnation 
of abortion following the US Supreme 
Court ruling last month.

rumors have swirled in the media 
that a conjunction of events in late 
august, including meetings with the 
world’s cardinals to discuss a new Vati-
can constitution, a ceremony to induct 
new cardinals, and a visit to the italian 
city of l’aquila, could foreshadow a res-
ignation announcement.

l’aquila is associated with Pope Celes-
tine V, who resigned the papacy in 1294. 
Pope Benedict XVi visited the city four 
years before he resigned in 2013, the 
first pope to do so in about 600 years.

But Francis, alert and at ease through-
out the interview as he discussed a wide 
range of international and Church is-
sues, laughed the idea off.

“all of these coincidences made some 
think that the same ‘liturgy’ would hap-

pen,” he said. “But it never entered my 
mind. For the moment no, for the mo-
ment, no. really!” 

Francis did, however, repeat his of-
ten stated position that he might resign 
someday if failing health made it impos-
sible for him to run the Church - some-
thing that had been almost unthinkable 
before Benedict XVi.

asked when he thought that might be, 
he said: “We don’t know. God will say.” 

Knee injury
The interview took place on the day 

he was to have left for Democratic re-
public of Congo and South Sudan, a trip 
he had to cancel because doctors said 
he might also have to miss a trip to Can-
ada from July 24-30 unless he agreed to 
have 20 more days of therapy and rest 
for his right knee. 

he said the decision to cancel the af-
rica trip had caused him “much suffer-
ing”, particularly because he wanted to 
promote peace in both countries. 

Francis used a cane as he walked into 
a reception room on the ground floor of 
the Santa Marta guest house where he 
has lived since his election in 2013, es-
chewing the papal apartment in the ap-
ostolic Palace used by his predecessors.

The room has a copy of one of Fran-
cis’ favorite paintings: “Mary, Untier of 
Knots”, created around 1700 by the Ger-
man Joachim Schmidtner.

asked how he was, the pope joked: 
“i’m still alive!”

he gave details of his ailment for the 
first time in public, saying he had suf-
fered “a small fracture” in the knee 

COPENHAGEN

ThrEE people were killed and several more were 
wounded in a shooting at a shopping center in Copenhagen 
on Sunday, Danish police said, adding they had arrested a 
22-year-old Danish man and charged him with manslaugh-
ter.

The attack rocked Denmark at the end of an otherwise 
joyful week, just after it hosted the first three stages of the 
Tour de France cycle race. The event had sent hundreds 
of thousands of cheering Danes into the streets across the 
country. 

“Denmark was hit by a cruel attack on Sunday night. Sev-
eral were killed. Even more wounded. innocent families 
shopping or eating out. Children, adolescents and adults,” 
Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said in a statement late 
on Sunday.

“our beautiful and usually so safe capital was changed 
in a split second,” she said. “i want to encourage the Danes 
to stand together and support each other in this difficult 
time.”

Copenhagen police said armed officers were sent to 
Field’s mall in the capital late on Sunday afternoon after re-
ports of a shooting, and had told people inside to stay put 
and await assistance. local media footage showed groups 
of terrified shoppers running from the mall.

The suspect was apprehended at 5:48 p.m. local time 
(1548 GMT), carrying a rifle and ammunition. Police 
launched a massive search operation throughout the local 
Zealand region early Sunday evening in search of any ac-
complices.

“We are going to have a large investigation and a massive 
operational presence in Copenhagen until we can say with 
certainty: he was alone,” Thomassen said.

The shooter had killed a man in his forties and two 
“young people”, a man and a woman, Thomassen said. Sev-
eral more were wounded, and among those were three in 
critical condition.

The investigation so far did not point towards a racist mo-
tive or otherwise, but this could change, he said.

Copenhagen police will hold a press briefing Monday 
morning at 8:00 a.m. local time.

The capital’s main hospital, rigshospitalet, had received 
a “small group of patients” for treatment, a spokesperson 
said early Sunday evening, and had called in extra doctors 
and nurses.

Danish tabloid BT published unverified video footage it 
said was shot by a witness to the attack, Mahdi al-wazni, 
showing a man with a large rifle walking through the mall 
and swinging it around his shoulders.

“he seemed very aggressive and shouted different 
things,” al-wazni told BT.    Agencies

Denmark in shock as gunman kills 
three at Copenhagen shopping mall

AKRON, Ohio 

ViDEo released on Sunday showed eight 
police officers in akron, ohio, were involved 
in a shooting that killed an unarmed Black 
man whose body was found with some 60 
gunshot wounds after he fled a traffic stop 
last week.

Police played multiple videos at a news 
conference, one of which they said showed 
a gunshot being fired from the car driven by 
Jayland Walker, 25. he fled in his car after of-
ficers attempted to pull him over for a mi-

nor traffic violation. 
after a chase of several minutes, Walker 

jumped out of the car and ran from police, 
the video showed. Police say it appears he 
was turning toward officers, who at the time 
believed he was armed. a gun was later re-
covered from his car.

on Sunday, the attorney for the Walker 
family, Bobby DiCello, told reporters he was 
“very concerned” about the police accusa-
tion that Walker had fired at officers from 
his car, adding that there was no justifica-
tion for his violent death.

“They want to turn him into a masked 
monster with a gun,” DiCello said. “i ask you, 
as he’s running away, what is reasonable? To 
gun him down? no, that’s not reasonable.”

DiCello urged the public to be peaceful in 
protests against Walker’s killing, adding that 
it was the wish of Walker’s family to avoid 
more violence.

The shooting was the latest in a spate of 
killings of Black men and women by law en-
forcement in the United States that critics 
say are racist and unjustified, including the 
2020 murder of George Floyd in Minneapo-

lis that ignited global protests against police 
brutality and racial injustice.

on Sunday, the akron naaCP led a peace-
ful protest at city hall. hundreds of demon-
strators marched in the streets of the city of 
about 200,000 people, waving “Black lives 
Matter” flags and chanting, “We are done dy-
ing,” and “Justice for Jayland.”

later police declared a protest outside 
akron police headquarters an unlawful as-
sembly, media said. officers in riot gear fired 
about a dozen canisters of tear gas to scatter 
protesters, WKYC-TV said.             Agencies

Video shows Ohio officers killed unarmed Black man in hail of bullets

when he took a misstep while a ligament was 
inflamed.

“i am well, i am slowly getting better,” he 
said, adding that the fracture was knitting, 
helped by laser and magnet therapy.

Francis also dismissed rumors that a cancer 
had been found a year ago when he under-
went a six-hour operation to remove part of 
his colon because of diverticulitis, a condition 
common in the elderly. 

“it (the operation) was a great success,” he 
said, adding with a laugh that “they didn’t 
tell me anything” about the supposed cancer, 
which he dismissed as “court gossip”.

But he said he did not want an operation on 
his knee because the general anesthetic in last 
year’s surgery had had negative side-effects.

Papal trip to Moscow?
Speaking of the situation in Ukraine, Francis 

noted that there have been contacts between 
Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Pa-
rolin and russian Foreign Minister Sergei lav-
rov about a possible trip to Moscow.

The initial signs were not good. no pope has 
ever visited Moscow, and Francis has repeat-
edly condemned russia’s invasion of Ukraine; 
last Thursday he implicitly accused it of wag-
ing a “cruel and senseless war of aggression”. 

When the Vatican first asked about a trip 
several months ago, Francis said Moscow re-
plied that it was not the right time.

But he hinted that something may now have 
changed.

“i would like to go (to Ukraine), and i wanted 
to go to Moscow first. We exchanged messages 
about this because i thought that if the russian 
president gave me a small window to serve the 

cause of peace...
“and now it is possible, after i come back 

from Canada, it is possible that i manage to go 
to Ukraine,” he said. “The first thing is to go to 
russia to try to help in some way, but i would 
like to go to both capitals.” 

Abortion ruling 
asked about the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling 

overturning the landmark roe v. Wade ruling 
establishing a woman’s right to have an abor-
tion, Francis said he respected the decision 
but did not have enough information to speak 
about it from a juridical point of view. 

But he strongly condemned abortion, com-
paring it to “hiring a hit man”. The Catholic 
Church teaches that life begins at the moment 
of conception.

“i ask: is it legitimate, is it right, to eliminate 
a human life to resolve a problem?”

Francis was asked about a debate in the 
United States over whether a Catholic politi-
cian who is personally opposed to abortion 
but supports others’ right to choose should 
be allowed to receive the sacrament of com-
munion.

house of representatives speaker nancy 
Pelosi, for example, has been barred by the 
conservative archbishop of her home diocese 
of San Francisco from receiving it there, but 
is regularly given communion at a parish in 
Washington, D.C. last week, she received the 
sacrament at a papal Mass in the Vatican.  

“When the Church loses its pastoral nature, 
when a bishop loses his pastoral nature, it 
causes a political problem,” the pope said. 
“That’s all i can say.”

   Agencies

Chinese Ambassador to Kenya Zhou Pingjian. 

Pope Francis recites the Angelus noon prayer from the window of his studio overlooking St. Peter’s Square, 
at the Vatican on Sunday.  AP
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world news

ACCRA

leaders of the economic 
Community of west african 
states on sunday lifted eco-
nomic and financial sanc-
tions imposed on Mali, after 
its military rulers proposed a 
24-month transition to democ-
racy and published a new elec-
toral law.

The bloc imposed stiff sanc-
tions on Mali in January after 
the junta said it would not or-
ganize democratic elections 
the following month as initially 
planned. 

eCowas Commission Presi-
dent Jean Claude Kassi Brou 
told a news conference that the 
sanctions will be lifted imme-
diately. Borders with Mali will 
reopen and regional diplomats 
will return to Bamako.

“However, the heads of state 
decided to maintain individual 
sanctions, and the suspension 
of Mali from eCowas, until the 
return to constitutional rule,” 
Kassi Brou said.

The individual sanctions tar-
geted members of the ruling 
junta and the transitional coun-
cil.

Mali has defaulted on over 
$300 million of its debt due to 

West African leaders lift economic 
and financial sanctions on Mali

THe 5th China International Import 
expo (CIIe) is expected to be held as 
scheduled from nov. 5 to 10 in shang-
hai. Preparations for the trade fair are in 
steady progress despite the impacts of 
CoVId-19.

according to statistics released by Chi-
na’s Ministry of Commerce, the contract-
ed area has exceeded 75 percent of the 
planned exhibition area, and more than 
250 Fortune 500 companies and leading 
enterprises have confirmed their partici-
pation in the event.

The CIIe has moved a number of its 
promotional activities online due to the 
CoVId-19 pandemic, and they received 
enthusiastic responses from enterprises.

since april, nearly 30 online promo-
tional activities have been held to pro-
mote the 5th CIIe and to introduce the 
different exhibition areas.

an argentina-oriented promotional 
event of the 5th CIIe was recently held. 
It was attended by representatives from 
more than 100 argentine companies.

due to the enormous opportunities 
brought about by China’s growth, argen-
tina has seen more diversified and high-
er-value-added exports to China, said 
Guillermo Merediz, secretary of small 
and medium-sized enterprises (sMes) 
and entrepreneurs at the Ministry of Pro-
ductive development of argentina.

during the past four editions of the 
CIIe, argentine companies, including 
many sMes, had been expanding their 
exhibition space. displaying specialties 
from their country, such as beef, wine, 
fruits, and dairy products, they reached a 
great number of deals.

according to Merediz, 452 sMes in 
argentina exported $1.296 billion worth 
of products to China in 2021, up 18 per-
cent year on year. He said the argentine 
Ministry of Productive development 
is currently planning to implement an 
agenda that provides financial support 
to its sMes so as to boost their exports to 
China and strengthen connections with 
Chinese cities.

The CIIe Bureau recently released sev-
eral favorable measures to help exhibi-
tors of the 5th CIIe’s business exhibition 
overcome difficulties in production and 
operation caused by the CoVId-19 pan-
demic and other factors.

exhibitors that set up their own booths 
will be entitled to a 300-yuan subsidy for 
each square meter of their exhibition 

HonG KonG business leaders said 
they were inspired by President Xi 
Jinping’s address during the 25th an-
niversary of the establishment of the 
Hong Kong special administrative 
region, and conveyed their confi-
dence in the new patriots-adminis-
tered sar government. 

In his speech, which was also on 
the occasion of the swearing-in of the 
HKsar’s sixth-term government, the 
state leader said the central authori-
ties fully support the sar in “seizing 
the historic opportunities presented 
by the country’s development”.

Xi’s faith in Hong Kong’s compe-
tence and the central government’s 
explicit voice of generous support 
reassures Jonathan Choi Koon-shum, 
permanent honorary president of 
the Chinese General Chamber of 
Commerce, that Hong Kong will gain 
a leg up in the international business 
arena and live up to the country’s ex-
pectations.

“These strategic initiatives lend a 
profoundly rewarding leverage for 
Hong Kong to harness, to continue 
attracting not only overseas busi-
nesses but also young talents outside 
Hong Kong,” Choi said. 

Joe ngai, managing partner of 
McKinsey Greater China, said that 
while the past few years have not 
been all sunshine and rainbows, 
with the current problem being the 
CoVId-19 travel restrictions, “the 
market potential of the Greater Bay 
area, which grants close connec-
tivity with the Chinese mainland”, 
presents Hong Kong with immense 
potential, advantages to capitalize 
on, and a sanguine future.

“Hong Kong was one of the best 
places in asia for attracting talent 
before the pandemic — our airport 
and connectivity, our cosmopolitan 
community, our country parks and 
coastlines, our low tax rates”, ngai 
said.

The disruptive pandemic has de-
terred nonlocal professionals from 
coming to appreciate the city as they 
could have, he continued. “we need 
to fight hard to regain this position 
again,” and the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macao Greater Bay area is 
showering the city with the potential 
to reinvigorate, he said.

“one country, two systems” was a 

relevant thread running through Xi’s 
address.

Hailing “one country, two sys-
tems” as an unprecedented and 
monumental construct, the Chinese 
leader said that the principle has 
stood the test of time over the past 
25 years since the establishment of 
the HKsar, which is borne out by 
Hong Kong’s constant growth and its 
ability to attract people and capital. 
There’s no reason to alter or forgo 
such an instrumental principle, Xi 
said, stressing the need to fully, faith-
fully and unwaveringly implement 
the policy.

He made special note that Hong 
Kong “must be administered only by 
patriots”. only if hardcore patriots 
who showcase outstanding admin-
istrative capability are in the driving 
seat in the government can Hong 
Kong maintain a long-term stability 
and sustained prosperity, Xi said.

Choi echoed with sentiment with 
conviction, saying that patriots with 
loyalty, integrity and administrative 
competence will lead Hong Kong 
through all the traumas and dis-
traught situations that have stunted 
Hong Kong’s growth.

noting the growing disparity be-
tween the haves and have-nots in 
many places, which is prominent in 
global financial centers, ngai argued, 
“Hong Kong’s Gini coefficient of 0.54 
is not a statistic to be proud of in the 
past decade. It is not sustainable 
enough.

“we all face the same challenge: 
how to inspire the next generation 
and make them feel that there is a 
great future ahead.”

The Gini coefficient is a measure 
of the distribution of income and 
wealth across a population, rated 
from zero to 1. The higher the Gini 
coefficient, the greater the inequal-
ity.

That the new-term government is 
riddled with challenges is not neces-
sarily a bad thing. rather, it means 
opportunities to break the mold and 
ground, ngai said.

“we have enjoyed a fantastic 25 
years of growth,” ngai said. “The 
next chapter is about the quality and 
nature of our growth — we need to 
be more inclusive and more sustain-
able.”

Business heavyweights applaud Xi’s support of SAR

CANBERRA

THe australian government 
has announced an end to re-
quirements for international 
travelers to declare CoVId-19 
vaccination status.

Home affairs Minister Clare 
o’neil and Health Minister Mark 
Butler on sunday announced 
that, from wednesday, travelers 
arriving in australia will no lon-

ger have to complete a digital 
Passenger declaration (dPd) to 
declare vaccination status. 

It marks an end to all aus-
tralia’s international travel re-
strictions more than two years 
after they were first introduced 
in March 2020 to prevent the 
spread of CoVId-19.

 “as more and more of us 
travel internationally and we 
get more confident in managing 

our risk of CoVId, our airports 
are getting busier,” o’neil said 
in a statement. 

“removing these require-
ments will not only reduce 
delays in our airports but will 
encourage more visitors and 
skilled workers to choose aus-
tralia as a destination.”

all people flying to australia 
will still be required to wear 
face masks for the duration of 

the flight. The announcement 
came when CoVId-19 case num-
bers continue to rise in austra-
lia. on Monday morning, 

australia reported more than 
25,000 new CoVId-19 cases and 
25 deaths, 24 in Victoria and 
one in new south wales. But-
ler said “it is pretty clear” that 
the cases are going to rise in the 
next couple of months.

 “It is putting pressure on 

hospitals with more than 3,000 
people in hospital today with 
CoVId. 

we are still seeing around 300 
or more deaths every week with 
CoVId,” Butler told reporter on 
sunday. 

“we are not through this virus 
yet so that’s why I continue to 
reinforce to people to get their 
third dose of the vaccine.”

  Xinhua

Australia scraps requirement to declare COVID-19 vaccination status for int’l arrivals

space, and the registration dead-
line for the 5th CIIe has also been 
extended till July 31, 2022.

The 5th CIIe will provide two-
way information disclosure for 
purchasers and exhibitors for the 
first time. at present, over 50 ex-
hibits or services have their infor-
mation published, and more than 
400,000 purchasers who took 
part in the previous four CIIes have 
received precisely targeted exhibit 
information via email and instant 
message.

Preparations for country exhibi-
tions are also in smooth progress, 
with many countries having con-
firmed their participation in the 
event. Preparations for the Hongq-
iao Forum, cultural exchange activ-
ities, and on-site service guarantee 
are also underway.

liu Guoping, chairman of orIX 
China, noted that the multinational 
financial group has witnessed the 
development of China and the in-
creasing attraction of the Chinese 
market. orIX officially joined the 
CIIe in 2020 when non-bank finan-
cial institutions were included for 
the first time in the finance section 
of the event. ever since, the group 
has experienced accelerated devel-
opment in China.

“all businesses of orIX have 
achieved steady growth in the Chi-
nese market. we are always opti-
mistic about the market and will 
keep working in it,” liu said.

at the 1st CIIe, exhibitors estab-
lished the CIIe exhibitors alliance. 
as the rotating chair of the alliance, 
l’oreal, the world’s largest cosmet-
ics and beauty company, recently 
announced that it has founded 
its first investment company in 
shanghai, becoming the first For-
tune 500 company in shanghai to 
invest in China after the city has re-
covered from the latest CoVId-19 
resurgence.

The CIIe, China International 
Consumer Products expo and oth-
er platforms are a signal of China’s 
expanding opening up, and further 
release the consumption potential 
of the Chinese market, said Fab-
rice Megarbane, l’oreal’s presi-
dent for north asia zone and chief 
executive officer of l’oreal China. 
He added that l’oreal is benefiting 
from the opportunities brought by 
such platforms and their expand-
ing spillover effect.

China is the largest market of the 
group’s seven major brands, and is 
likely to become the largest market 
globally for the entire group in the 
future, Megarbane said.

He told People’s daily that 
l’oreal is a witness to China’s de-
velopment and opening up, and 
it shares Chinese opportunities 
through the CIIe. despite the Co-
VId-19 pandemic, the group is al-
ways optimistic about shanghai 
and China’s economy, he said.

People’s Daily

The heads of state appointed Be-
nin’s former president Yayi Boni 
as a new mediator and urged the 
Guinea junta to work with him and 
quickly propose a new timetable.

“Beyond that, economic sanc-
tions will be imposed,” Kassi Brou 
said.

   Xinhua

Preparations for 5th CIIE in steady progress

President of the ECOWAS Commission Jean Claude Kassi Brou (right) speaks during the Economic Community of West African States 61st Ordinary Session in Accra, 
Ghana, on Sunday. AFP

CAIRO

 eGYPT’s first elec-
trified light rail transit 
(lrT) system jointly 
built by Chinese and 
egyptian companies 
started its trial run on 
sunday.

egyptian President 
abdel-Fattah al-sisi 
took the first ride of 
the lrT at its inaugura-
tion ceremony, which 
was also attended by egyptian Prime Minister Mostafa 
Madbouly and Chinese ambassador to egypt liao li-
qiang. 

The lrT project is the fruit of a 1.24-billion-U.s. dol-
lar contract signed in august 2017 between egypt’s na-
tional authority for Tunnels (naT) and the consortium 
of China railway engineering Corporation and aVIC 
International Holding Corporation (CreC-aVIC InTl 
Consortium). 

The rail project connects the new administrative 
Capital (naC) being constructed east of Cairo with sur-
rounding distant new cities and districts including el-
salam City, 10th of ramadan City, el-obour City, Badr 
City and el-shorouk City.

   egyptian Transport Minister Kamel el-wazir said 
the first phase of the lrT contains 22 trains and will 
serve 360,000 passengers daily.

 The 12-station alignment of the lrT starts from the 
huge adly Mansour central station, a transportation 
hub east of Cairo, and ends at the naC, including seven 
bridges, three tunnels, two substations and one depot. 

The lrT project is divided into several phases, cov-
ering a total distance of about 103 kilometers with 19 
stations. 

The current phase that is being inaugurated today 
covers a distance of about 70 kilometers with 12 sta-
tions. The future phases would include a south exten-
sion that covers a distance of around 18.5 kilometers 
with four stations and a north extension that covers 
about 16 kilometers with three stations, the transport 
minister pointed out.

around 20 egyptian and 15 Chinese companies took 
part in the execution of the project, according to the 
minister. “The project was financed by China, adopted 
Chinese technology and equipment, and was jointly 
implemented by Chinese and egyptian enterprises,” 
liao said, adding that all participants worked hard 
to keep the progress of construction while fighting 
against the CoVId-19 pandemic. 

The Chinese enterprises also provided training for 
young egyptian technicians to support the construc-
tion and maintenance of the project, liao added.  Mo-
hamed nosir, who was behind the wheel in the trial 
run, used to train at nanjing Vocational Institute of 
railway Technology in 2018. 

“Many friends always asked me when they could take 
this rail to work. They are looking forward to its open-
ing,” nosir told Xinhua. “The light rail is very comfort-
able and stable, and the speed is faster than the sub-
way.”

Hassan Mahdy, professor of transport and roads at 
Cairo-based ain shams University, said that the lrT is 
very important as it links the new cities east of Cairo, 
including the naC, with all districts of Greater Cairo. 
He added that “the project is also a nucleus for further 
egyptian-Chinese projects in the transportation indus-
try and the localization of transportation technology 
in egypt. 

“It is positive for both sides, as it’s a required service 
in egypt and I believe the Chinese side is keen to trans-
fer its relevant technologies and to expand the market 
for its transportation products. so, it’s a win-win pro-
ject,” the egyptian professor told Xinhua.

Egypt’s president inaugurates 
trial run of China-made LRT

MOSCOW

 THe west is currently 
betting on continuing 
the war, washington 
does not allow Kiev 
to think or talk about 
peace, russian presiden-
tial spokesman dmitry 
Peskov said on sunday.

“now is the moment 
when western countries are betting on the continua-
tion of the war. This means that the moment contin-
ues when western countries, under the leadership of 
washington, do not allow Ukrainians to think or talk 
about peace,” Peskov (pictured) said in an interview 
with rossiya-1 TV channel.

at the same time, he is convinced that sooner or lat-
er common sense in the west will prevail and negotia-
tions on Ukraine will resume. 

“now the demand for initiatives to pacify the situa-
tion has declined. But we have no doubt that sooner 
or later common sense will prevail and once again the 
turn of negotiations will come,” Peskov added.

He also noted that before the negotiation process 
resumes, Ukraine will have to “once again understand 
Moscow’s conditions”. “agree to them. sit down at the 
table. and just formalize the document that has already 
been agreed in many respects,” Peskov concluded.

european leaders most often lack the strength to be 
guided only by the interests of their countries, they 
have to follow the collective west, russian presidential 
spokesman said.

“european leaders, they still have their own coun-
tries with their own interests. and they actually can 
have varying points of view. we see this very well,” 
Peskov said, commenting on the differences between 
countries in the G20.              Agencies

West still betting on continuing war, 
not allowing Kiev to talk about peace

the sanctions, which cut it off from the regional fi-
nancial market and the regional central bank.

The west african leaders meeting in accra also 
accepted a pledge from the junta that seized power 
in Burkina Faso in January to restore constitutional 
order in 24 months.

Kassi Brou said that after a lengthy discussion 
with the coup leaders in Burkina Faso, a new pro-
posal for a 24-month transition was more accept-

able, after the heads of state rejected a proposed 
36-month transition.

economic and financial sanctions on Burkina 
Faso were also lifted, he said.

But the eCowas leaders rejected a three-year 
transition proposed by coup leaders who seized 
power in Guinea in september. They told Guinea’s 
junta to propose a new timeline by the end of July 
or face economic sanctions.

Vietnamese hosts introduce Vietnamese coffee on a livestream platform to 
Chinese consumers at the Hongqiao Import Commodity Exhibition and Trade 
Center in Shanghai, Jan. 10, 2022. File photo
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By Guardian Reporter

EFFORTS by Tanzania Cricket 
Association (TCA) and the sport’s 
fraternity to promote the game have 
garnered a huge boost, following the 
announcement of the hosting of the 
2022 Dar es Salaam Cricket (DC) GP Big 
Bash T20 tournament. 

According to the showdown’s 
organizer, DC, it is certainly good news 
for domestic cricket players, with 
the showdown, which has brought 
together 12 top clubs in Tanzania, being 
sponsored by General Petroleum Ltd.

General Petroleum Ltd, the DC 
stated, has been supporting the game 
of cricket whilst maintaining support 
for its outfit, GP Pak Stars.

The firm has moreover been 
supporting other cricket events around 
Dar es Salaam.

The DC GP Big Bash T20 tournament, 
which began last weekend, is as well 
supported by companies namely VJ 
Mistry, New Rainbow Africa, Shamsu 
Pharmacy, Unisoft, Sunkist Bakery, 
Imports International, and Munchies. 

The 12 teams set to battle it out have 
also played in the recently concluded 
DC SiSi Cup Division A 50 Overs 
tournament and DC SiSi Cup Division 
A1 40 Overs showdown.

The outfits are Aga Khan Sports 
Club, Aruti Aces Cricket Club, Caravans 
Cricket Club, Pak Stars Cricket Club, 
Shree Kutchi Leva Patel SC (SKLPSC), 
and Upanga Sports Club that took part 
in the DC SiSi Cup Division A 50 Overs 
tournament.

DC SiSi Cup Division A1 40 Overs 
tournament had outfits of Annadil 
Burhani Club, Dar Cricket Club (DCC), 

Dar cricketers set for inaugural 
DC GP Big Bash T20 tournament  

By Correspondent Theresia victor

ARTS, culture, and sports stakeholders in 
Tanzania have been urged to promote the 
talents of youths in the country to boost the 
country’s social and economic development.

Former Dar es Salaam Mayor, Adam Kimbisa, 
issued the appeal during the opening ceremony 
and signing of the new Memorandum of 
Understanding between Dar es Salaam and 
Hamburg, which took at Karimjee Hall in Dar es 
Salaam place last weekend.

Kimbisa that is as well the founder of the 
diplomatic relations between the two cities 
said that youths in the country have many 
sports talents, adding if they are well utilized 
will very much contribute to national economic 
development.

The former Mayor noted that the sports 
sector contributes in many ways and, if it is 
turned into employment, the youths and the 
country will benefit from it.

He noted that the people and the country 
have a lot to gain if the diplomatic relations 
between the two sister country keep on taking 
momentum and thus it is only natural that 
youths’ talents should be supported to reach 
their targets.

Kimbisa cited an example of Simba Queens 
SC that has clinched this season’s Women’s 
Premier League, revealing the side has been 
invited for a tour of Germany.

According to Kimbisa, the tour is to be 
accompanied by different sports activities as 
well as offering the visiting players chance to 
gain knowledge by acquiring various training 
on the sport, as was the case for the St. Pauline 
outfit that arrived in Tanzania.  

The former Dar es Salaam Mayor disclosed: 
‘’The signed three-year MoU intends to deepen 
the partnership that the two sister cities have 
and, on that, I would like to request the current 
Mayor to form more diplomatic relations with 
other countries so that youths in our country 
can befit more through sports and other 
ventures.’’

Speaking on the same note, Germany State 

Secretary Almut Möller said that the cooperation 
between Hamburg and Dar es Salaam started 
with a focus on technical advice, professional 
training, and equipment for the public services 
in Dar es Salaam such as hospitals, fire fighting, 
water, and waste management.

‘’These elements of our partnership have 
remained important over the years and will 
do so in the future and within few years the 
partnership grew into new social and cultural 
dimensions and now new stakeholders were 
attracted by the spirit and the perspectives of 
intercultural exchange,’’ she noted.

She further noted that schools and youth 
associations have joined the partnership 
network, as well as sports clubs and artists of 
different branches.

Almut pointed out: “By now, we have 
got a broad range of social life involved in 
partnership activities and this fact opens the 
opportunity to spread the knowledge of the 
special Hamburg– Dar es Salaam relationship 
in families and neighbourhoods, in schools, 
and on market places and of course, in the 
media.’’

The founder of Msimamo Youth educators, 
Mshokeri, noted that the institute aims to 
provide children and young people located in 
the most disadvantaged areas of Dar es Salaam 
with training in important life skills through 
sports and cultural activities.

These activities, which include football, 
gender clubs, life skills games, events, and 
tournaments, currently attract over 1,100 
participants every week. 

Mshokeri noted that since 2012, when the 
institute started, many young people have 
been empowered in showcasing their talents 
and joining the different competitions to 
represent the country in international events.

“Many young people have been hired in 
sports departments and others have got a 
chance to represent Tanzania internationally 
including the acrobatics competitions and this 
shows how the institution puts more efforts 
to uphold the talents of many youths in the 
society,’’ he noted.

The National Service officer showcases stunts with his bicycle at the 46th International Trade Fair at Saba 
Saba in Dar es Salaam last weekend. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

SPORTS

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

SEVERAL weeks have gone by 
since the departure of former 
Simba SC head coach Pablo Franco 
that had arrived in Tanzania on 
November 9 last year.

Simba SC’s job being his first in 
Africa proved to be a tough start 
in the continent after having been 
backed by his impressive coaching 
CV that includes being part of Real 
Madrid’s technical bench.

Why has Franco left? It is a broad 
question, it has many answers in 
modern football.

For example, his contract 
possibly stipulated that if he did 
not guide Simba to the semi-finals 
of the 2021/22 CAF Confederation 
Cup he would be sacked.

These are the simplest goals 
an individual can set for himself/
herself, the goals set by the club to 
protect the interests of the club.

Sometimes the coach might 
not have reached the goals but 
suddenly the team played clean 
and beautiful football and the club 
can decide to keep him.

Coaches of Franco’s type are 
numerous in the world, it is said 
that there are more unemployed 
coaches in the world than those 
who are on the job.

When this kind of vacancy 
happens it is easy for Franco and 
his fellows to get a job at any cost, 
even with a contract akin to a 
contract he sealed with Simba.

So Franco (pictured)  may have 
easily accepted what happened 
because he did not achieve the 
goals.

Unfortunately for him, it has 
been a very busy season for Simba 
so it is hard to know if he was the 
problem or not.

Franco came at a time Simba 
had sacked French tactician, 
Didier Gomes, for the same 
reasons.

But it was in this season that 
Franco was briefed on Simba 
SC’s previous exploits that were 
brought by footballers led by 
midfielders Clatous Chama and 
Luis Miquissone. It was sad the 
gaffer did not find the midfielders.

It was in this season that Franco 
came to meet new players who 
have so far shared the feelings of 
the outfit’s fans.

Did Simba make quality 
registration or not? Did the club 
succeed with midfielder Sadio 
Kanoute or is he a regular player? 

What about Pape Ousmane Sakho 
that lacks consistency?

How about Jimmyson 
Mwanuke, Kibu Dennis, Yusuph 
Mhilu? I hardly think Simba fans 
are sure that these players have 
managed to confidently step into 
Miquissone’s feet.

Did Zambian midfielder Rally 
Bwalya try to fill the gap that 
was brought about by Chama’s 
absence? I do not think so.

There is a division of emotions 
although it is easier for players 
to recover, there are numerous 
players so they are not sacked but 
the coach bears the blame.

There are a lot of players who 
will recover but if an individual 
looks back he/she notices that 
there was a situation that was not 
the coach’s problem.

It was then a season in which 
many key players stayed out due 
to injuries they had sustained.

Soccer enthusiasts should have 
watched the match between 
Simba SC and Yanga in this 
season’s Azam Sports Federation 
Cup semi-final at Mwanza’s CCM 
Kirumba and found how Simba SC 
was helpless.

Simba’s right-back Shomari 
Kapombe and his substitute 
Israel Mwenda were sitting on the 
podium.

Jimmyson Mwanuke, a natural 
winger, was placed in the right-
back position, he struggled due to 
playing out of position.

John Bocco was in the stands 
too, but keeper Aishi Manula 

was on the bench watching his 
substitute Beno Kakolanya play.

Chama was at home in Lusaka 
in commemoration of the death 
of his wife, Jonas Mkude was not 
in Mwanza.

It was an illustration of how 
the season had gone for the side, 
the players who proved to be 
important were most of the time 
in the hospital.

At various times Hassan 
Dilunga, Dennis, Bocco, Kanoute, 
Tadeo Lwanga, Mkude, and many 
others have had treatment after 
sustaining injuries.

It was probably the 
responsibility of the coach to 
unite a team like this, maybe that 
turned out to be a point he failed 
but the truth is that Franco did not 
fail much.

Simba has ended second in 
Premier League, the side moreover 
reached the Federation Cup semi-
finals and the quarterfinals of the 
CAF Confederation Cup.

By the standards domestic 
soccer lovers have set for 
themselves, such a coach has still 
failed.

By Simba’s standards, it is 
perceived that he has failed but 
more than that he has failed 
because the squad’s rival Yanga 
seems to have excelled in the 
Mainland Premier League and 
Federation Cup.

What more went wrong for him 
is that he has never beaten Yanga, 
for what could have been his 
redemption became his downfall 

after losing to the Jangwani Street 
side in the Mwanza clash.

I knew that turned out to be his 
end, he would not recover and 
would be the first to be sacrificed.

Most of all it is that African 
football has no programming 
elements, a coach is brought in 
for a certain job, accepts, fails, and 
gets fired.

It is different from a tactician 
who is given the task of building 
the team slowly.

It is in stark contrast to Jurgen 
Klopp and Pep Guardiola who 
have been given time to build their 
outfits in order.

Looking at Guardiola’s first team 
when he landed at Manchester 
City FC and his squad today are 
different aspects.

The same goes for Klopp, and 
the same goes for Mikel Arteta 
who has started to get rid of Mesut 
Ozil, Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang, 
Sead Kolasinac, and others while 
building the team he wants.

African football is not like that, 
the coach is assigned players to 
work with and he must do the job.

It is not just done by Simba but 
all African outfits especially the 
financially stable ones, the coach 
is only tolerated by poor teams.

What a coach can advise is 
just the positions he needs in the 
squad or the kind of players he 
wants but not the players.

Poor Franco was not even given 
that opportunity in a season that 
would have been his second.

He came in his first season with 
Simba, having played several 
matches and leaving while the 
Msimbazi Street club had a few 
matches remaining.

Domestic soccer fans have 
not been able to determine his 
excellence in other areas such as 
preparing his team for the start 
of the season and forming a long-
term team.

The fanatics moreover did not 
know that he needed a little longer 
to get used to African football 
and the continent’s environment 
because it was his first time 
coaching African football.

Those issues do not exist in 
Africa and I think he knew and that 
is why he came with a small bag. 
All the best to him, it is possible 
that this was the beginning of his 
long journey in African football.

He may have studied the context 
of African football through the 
nature of his contract.

Arts, sports stakeholders urged to promote youths talents

We are very excited with this initiative as it will expand our horizons into the communities 
on top of the established junior leagues in urban areas

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

DAR ES SALAAM’s Magnet Youth Sports 
Academy has disclosed it is committed to 
developing football from the grassroots level.

Tuntufye Mwambusi, the academy’s Director, 
stated so at the launch of a coaching program 
at Jakaya Kikwete Youth Park in the city last 
weekend.

Three coaches from La Liga giants Celta 
Vigo are conducting training for players at the 
academy.

Mwambusi said through the training, young 
football players will be nurtured by coaches 
from the La Liga club.

He said at the ages of 13-15 players are supposed 
to have more knowledge of the tactical part of 
football.

Mwambusi mentioned Celta Vigo’s coaches as 
Andrian Abalo Cerezo, Oscar Aldao Ferreira, and 
Juana Miguel Lopez Sanchez.

The Magnet Youth Sports Academy leader 
said the three coaches who last Thursday 
conducted the training in Zanzibar for the Isles 
U-20 national team, will on Tuesday host a 

similar clinic at St. Constantine School in Arusha.
“At Magnet Football Academy, we strongly 

believe in a process, we believe that for a player 
to reach either his or her lever he/she has to go 
for a regular training process,’’ he said. 

He added that the program will unearth 
more talented football players that will help in 
strengthening top-tier youth teams and even 
national football teams.

Wane Mkisi, the academy’s Technical 
Director, said the initiative will enhance the 
youth development pyramid and ensure the 
organized graduation of players from one level 
to another.

“We are very excited with this initiative as it 
will expand our horizons into the communities 
on top of the established junior leagues in 
urban areas,’’ he said.

The academy has in the past competed in 
Norway Cup which took place in Oslo.

It as well reached the final of last year’s 
Zinduka Cup tournament.

The academy further took on some top South 
African academies and it has contributed many 
players to national U-17 and U-20 football squads.

Gymkhana Cricket Club, Pak Stars, Lions Cricket Club, and Strikers 
Cricket Club battling for the showpiece’s silverware.

The newly formed tournament is meant to keep players taking part 
in Division A, the top division in club competitions in Tanzania, in 
good shape considering some of them will also turn out for the senior 
national side.

According to the DC, the DC GP Big Bash T20 tournament will 
showcase such big power hitters from Pak Stars Cricket Club as Nisar 
Ahmed, Ivan Ismail, and Zafar Khan showcasing their mettle.

Similarly, top bowlers like Harsheed Chohan, youthful bowler Laksh 
Snehal, senior national squad captain Abhik Patwa from Aga Khan 
Sports Club, and Upanga Sports Club’s big hitter, Ashish Kamania, are 
expected to be in action.

Aruti Aces Cricket Club will be bolstered by the return of legend 
Bhavesh Govind that will lead the squad alongside skipper Ankit Baghel.

There will moreover be all-rounder, Ramesh Alluri, and a team of 
youngsters from Gymkhana Cricket Club that were recently crowned 
2022 DC SiSi Cup Division A1 40 Overs League champions.

Gymkhana Cricket Club triumphed in the competition whilst relying 
on youngsters under the leadership of skipper Harsheel Shah and Amit 
Raghuvanshi.

Caravans Cricket Club, 
the recently crowned 2022 
DC SiSi Cup Division A 50 
Overs League champion, 
boasting of some new 
additions of talented 
performers like Akhil Anil 
and Amal Rajeevan, is the 
other strong competitor.

The two new performers 
have changed the name 
of the game in Tanzania, 
with Anil, for one, having 
showcased class.

The cricketer managed 
to convert his side from a 
descent competitor to a 
champion.

The additions that have 
immensely bolstered 
Caravans Cricket Club will 
be seen in the new-look 
side for the first time in the 
shorter version of cricket.

Domestic cricket fanatics 
are certainly waiting to find 
out whether the duo can 
replicate their exploits in 
the inaugural tournament.

The DC stated that it is 
extremely excited this is the 
second half of the season 
which will be full of action.

The association’s 
leadership pointed out 
that it is inviting viewers 
and supporters to turn 
up at the Dar es Salaam 
Gymkhana Club, Annadil 
Burhani Club, Leaders 
Club, and University of Dar 
es Salaam venue that host 
the competition’s games.

Dar youth soccer center committed to promoting soccer

Did Pablo Franco deserve to be sacked by Simba SC?   
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 Gwiji by David Chikoko

NEW YORK
BrIGHt pink and all-over metallics were the fashion stories of the 

Grammys red carpet led by saweetie in fuchsia Valentino and tiffany 
Haddish in sparkling one-shoulder prada as the music crowd did Las 
Vegas proud with a show of wild, whimsical and meaningful looks.

saweetie’s full skirt and bra top were paired with long matching 
gloves. Billy porter, always a fashion standout, also went with fuchsia in 
a trouser look that had a sheer button-down shirt and long ruffled cape 
from Valentino.

Justin Bieber, in clunky platform Crocs and a baggy Balenciaga gray 
suit a few sizes too big, wore a fuchsia beanie on his head as walked 
with his wife, Hailey, in white saint Laurent. Count Chrissy teigen in 
the pink camp as well.

“the color of the season I hear is fuchsia,” porter told E! His look was 
straight off the runway.

saweetie was a twofer on the carpet, changing into an oscar de la 
renta black gown with a silver piece covering one breast.

Lady Gaga chose classic Hollywood in black-and-white velvet Armani 
prive. she dripped in tiffany & Co. diamonds that included a short state-
ment necklace as she hit the carpet just before the televised awards. 
Her hair was swept into an updo.

Haddish stunned in a fitted one-shoulder gown, and Carrie Under-
wood went full ballgown with sparkle in the top with sash and a full 
skirt of sunset orange. Mickey Guyton rocked an ombre long-sleeve sil-
ver and gold fringe flapper sparkle dress by Ashish, shimmying for the 
cameras.

Brandi Carlile toted about 40 pounds of hand-cut crystals on a mul-
ticolored Hugo Boss tuxedo jacket with stripes of the same crystals on 
the trousers and waist.

“I’m finally morphing into Elton John, which is my dream,” she said.
olivia rodrigo waved and smiled in a black sheath gown from Vivi-

enne Westwood, who included purple sparkle trim worn with rocker 
chokers. she was joined in black by Billie Eilish in a rick owens trench 
coat turned cape, lug soul boots on her feet.

“olivia rodrigo in her black opera gloves and black sheath floor 
length was giving me Morticia Addams in a totally hip way. Very mature 

  
 NEW YORK

FEDErAL authorities are pushing back 
on r. Kelly’s claims that he was placed on 
suicide watch as a form of punishment last 
week after a judge  sentenced him to 30 
years  behind bars for using his fame to 
sexually abuse young girls.

the U.s. Attorney’s office in Brooklyn 
filed court papers late saturday saying the 
disgraced r&B superstar remains on sui-
cide watch “for his own safety” following a 
psychological assessment.

Kelly’s “current life circumstances un-
doubtedly bring emotional distress,” Assis-
tant U.s. Attorney Melanie speight wrote in 
a court filing.

“He is a convicted sex offender who has 
been sentenced to spend the next three 
decades in prison,” she added. “In the im-
mediate future, he faces another  federal 
criminal trial in Chicago for charges related 
to child pornography.”

Kelly’s attorney filed a lawsuit Friday al-
leging prison officials placed him on suicide 
watch at Brooklyn’s Metropolitan Detention 
Center “solely for punitive purposes and be-
cause of his status as a high-profile inmate,” 
adding that Kelly has had no thoughts of 
harming himself.

“Nothing occurred during sentencing 
that came as a surprise to Mr. Kelly,” attor-
ney Jennifer Bonjean wrote in the lawsuit. 
“While the conditions of suicide watch 
may be appropriate for individuals who 
are truly at risk of hurting themselves, they 
are cruel and unconstitutional under the 
Eighth Amendment for individuals who are 
not suicidal.” 

Kelly, 55, didn’t give a statement and 
showed no reaction upon hearing his sen-
tence, which also included a $100,000 fine.

the Grammy-winning,  multiplatinum-
selling songwriter  was found guilty last 
year of racketeering and sex trafficking. He 
has denied wrongdoing, and he plans to ap-
peal his conviction.

the U.s. Bureau of prisons has been un-
der heightened scrutiny since financier Jef-

frey Epstein killed himself behind bars  in 
2019 while awaiting trial on charges  he 
sexually abused girls as young as 14  and 
young women in New York and Florida in 
the early 2000s.

Meanwhile, in san Juan, puerto rico, a 
judge has issued a restraining order against 
puerto rican superstar ricky Martin, police 
said saturday.

the order was signed Friday, and authori-
ties visited an upscale neighborhood in the 
north coastal town of Dorado where the 
singer lives to try to serve the order, police 
spokesman Axel Valencia told the Associ-
ated press.

“Up until now, police haven’t been able to 
find him,” Valencia said.

Martin’s publicist did not immediately re-
turn a message asking for comment.

It was not immediately known who re-
quested the restraining order. Valencia 
said he could not provide further details 
because the order was filed under puerto 
rico’s domestic violence law.

El Vocero, a puerto rico newspaper, said 
the order states that Martin and the other 
party dated for seven months. the report 
quotes the order as sying they broke up two 
months ago, but the petitioner says Martin 
did not accept the separation and has been 
seen loitering near the petitioner’s house at 
least three times.

“the petitioner fears for his safety,” El Vo-
cero quoted the order as saying.

Ap has not obtained a copy of the order.
Valencia said that the order prohibits 

Martin from contacting or calling the per-
son who filed it and that a judge will later 
determine at a hearing whether the order 
should remain in place or be lifted. He add-
ed that usually orders are implemented for 
at least a month.

Valencia noted that the person who filed 
for the restraining order did not contact 
police, which would have involved pros-
ecutors determining if there was enough 
evidence to file charges. rather the request 
went straight to the court.

Ap

R. Kelly remains on suicide 
watch ‘for his own safety’ - Feds

From Gabriel Jesus to Edu - how Sao 
Paulo became Arsenal’s talent factory 
By Marcus Alves

ArsENAL’s dressing room will have 
a familiar look for their new £45mil-
lion signing Gabriel Jesus. Not only is 
he joining a squad which now boasts 
no fewer than four Brazilians, but all 
come from a 20-mile radius in the 
country’s biggest city, sao paulo.

Jesus himself was raised in Jardim 
peri, Gabriel Magalhaes in pirituba 
and Gabriel Martinelli in Guarulhos 
- all from the northern part of the 
town. Marquinhos, meanwhile, hails 
from Jardim Colombo, in the city’s 
sprawling western suburbs.

that sao paulo - rather than Isling-
ton - has turned into Arsenal’s talent 
factory should perhaps not be sur-
prising, given the club’s technical di-
rector, Edu Gaspar, a key part of this 
process, is himself a  paulista  who 
was also born in Guarulhos.

A concrete jungle widely known 
for its work-hard-play-hard mental-
ity, sao paulo - Brazil’s most populous 
city at 12 million - is often derided as 
being ugly, too noisy and fast-paced. 
It certainly lacks rio’s beaches, or sal-
vador’s architecture, but what it lacks 
in sheen it makes up for in sporting 
prowess - and especially football.

only south London and paris can 
compete with sao paulo when it 
comes to producing elite talent, with 
the likes of Arsene Wenger consider-
ing it the world’s most fertile breeding 
ground. over his 22-year spell with 
the club, he signed 11 Brazilian ath-
letes, with seven of them being from 
sao paulo: sylvinho, Juan, Edu, Julio 
Baptista, Denilson pereira, Andre 
santos and Gabriel paulista.

“players from rio de Janeiro and 
sao paulo are different. one is a beach 
area [rio] and the other is more hard-
working. In sao paulo, they are fight-
ers. It’s a city of workers,” Wenger ob-
served in 2015.

Gabriel Jesus has signed for Arsenal in a reported £45million deal. (Agencies)

Under the guidance of Edu, 
Arsenal are again determined to 
strengthen these ties. telegraph 
sport understands that they are 
currently in talks for a formal 
link-up with sao paulo FC after 
the Marquinhos signing this sum-
mer. Among other things, the deal 
would include a preferential op-
tion on youngsters from the Brazil-
ian club.

In Everton Gushiken, the Lon-
doners currently have a long-time 
scout in Brazil, but strongly consid-
ered adding another professional 
to the country’s operation early in 
2020, with Edu leading the search 
for a name. Amongst those sound-
ed out for the role was the club’s 
former man sandro orlandelli, 
who ended up moving to red Bull 
Bragantino instead.

‘people usually refer to sao paulo 

as the engine of Brazil - that makes 
sense’

there is no straightforward 
answer as to how the sao paulo 
region produces so much talent, 
providing almost a third of the se-
lecao’s squad in the last World Cup.

“people usually refer to sao pau-
lo as the engine of the country and 
that makes sense when you con-
sider that most of the industries are 
all in that area. so if you are raised 
there, you will have the competi-
tiveness factor with you from very 
early. It’s part of their culture”, 
Erasmo Damiani, who worked as 
Brazil team coordinator during 
the 2016 olympic gold-medal cam-
paign, told  telegraph sport. “And 
that obviously extends to football. 
Whilst in rio, you may see a kid tak-
ing seven shots on goal instead of 10 
to leave training early and go to the 

beach, in sao paulo that doesn’t happen.
“Also, the level of competition that 

you have on the pitch in sao paulo you 
don’t find anywhere in Brazil. the three 
big teams [Corinthians, palmeiras and 
sao paulo FC] have the best facilities, 
but that doesn’t mean that they always 
win. You’ve got other local sides such as 
portuguesa, Nacional and Juventus and 
strong clubs from nearby cities like san-
tos, Guarani, ponte preta, Mirassol, No-
vorizontino and Audax. there isn’t only 
one path to success.”

Jesus’ rise to the top illustrates that. 
the 25-year-old had to wait patiently 
for his chance and featured for semi-
amateur teams until the age of 15. It 
was then that he was snapped up by 
palmeiras and first met Damiani. the 
boy known as Borel – because he re-
sembled the Brazilian funk singer, 
Nego do Borel – would leave for City 
four years later as the club’s record sale 
at £27m.

Finding the next Jesus may not be an 
easy job, but the odds are far higher in 
sao paulo than anywhere else in the 
country.

“Being a megalopolis with plenty of 
opportunities, sao paulo attracts peo-
ple from all parts of Brazil, so you have 
all different ethnic groups, biotypes 
and cultures,” said Junior Chavare, a 
former youth football director at sao 
paulo FC and other teams.

“the characteristics are extremely 
heterogeneous, which means that, un-
like other places, you don’t have just 
one kind of player. You have several 
different kinds.

“on top of that, whether it’s for the 
great stadiums - in terms of numbers, 
only Buenos Aires has more - the weath-
er - you have all four seasons in a week, 
so players experience winter before they 
actually move abroad - or the mentality, 
you’ve got all the conditions to develop 
an athlete that will be prepared for Eu-
rope when the time comes.”

NEW YORK

KNoWN for her iconic victory pose at the 2019 World Cup in France, Megan rapinoe’s 
on-field role on the U.s. national team is changing as the team looks to qualify for the 2023 
event.

the wily winger is now 36 and admittedly slowing a bit. off the field, however, rapinoe is 
outspoken as ever.

“I feel like I’m really enjoying and appreciating being back here and appreciating this mo-
ment and appreciating where I’ve been and how far I’ve come, and just all the people that 
are that are with me and have been on this journey forever,” she said. “I don’t know, I feel 
really present in this moment.”

rapinoe is among the veterans who will play in the upcoming CoNCACAF W Champion-
ship, starting Monday in Monterrey, Mexico. the tournament determines the region’s four 
direct spots in next summer’s World Cup co-hosted by Australia and New Zealand, as well as 
a berth at the 2024 olympics.

the team has a bunch of new faces since it won the bronze medal at the tokyo Games, 
including sophia smith, Ashley sanchez, Alana Cook, Mallory pugh and up-and-comer trin-
ity rodman.

“the thing with Megan is that she is very important for this group. I mean, obviously, this 
is a younger group that we’re bringing in. there are lots of young players. so her experience 
going through adversity, going through tough times and getting on top, her mentality -- win-
ning mentality -- her knowledge and understanding, is very valuable for the group,” U.s. 
coach Vlatko Andonovski said.

rapinoe, has scored 62 goals with 72 assists in 189 appearances with the national team 
since her first call-up in 2006. 

she scored on a penalty kick in the United states’ victory over the Netherlands in the 2019 
World Cup final, and had two goals in the victory over Australia for the bronze in tokyo last 
summer.

But along the way she’d been unafraid to use her voice and her platform to call attention 
to social justice issues. As an out gay woman, she’s been especially passionate about LGBtQ 
issues. But she was also important to the team’s success in securing equitable pay with the 
men’s national team.

she’s backed up her words with action: she faced blowback for kneeling before two na-
tional team matches in 2016 in solidarity with Colin Kaepernick, the former NFL quarter-
back who knelt during the national anthem to draw attention to racial injustice.

she was among the athletes who signed on to an amicus brief in the lawsuit challenging an 
Idaho law that banned transgender athletes from participating in school sports.

she sparred with former president trump on social media while in France at the 2019 
World Cup. she proclaimed she wouldn’t go to the White House even if invited and trump 
countered on twitter: “Megan should never disrespect our Country, the White House, or our 
Flag, especially since so much has been done for her & the team.”

And after the recent supreme Court ruling that overturned roe vs. Wade, she was among 
the most prominent athletes to denounce the decision rolling back abortion rights.

this week, rapinoe will be among a diverse group of 17 people, including gymnast simone 
Biles and actor Denzel Washington, who will be honored with the nation’s highest civilian 
honor, the presidential Medal of Freedom.

Although rapinoe is currently in Mexico with the team, she’ll briefly leave to attend the 
ceremony thursday in Washington D.C.

“I just see this as a validation of all of the things that I’ve stood for, not a validation for me, 
but it’s a validation of LGBtQI-plus rights. It’s validation of the Black Lives Matter movement 
and the movement against the white supremacist power structure that we have,” she said. 

“It’s a validation of women’s rights and of equal pay and of abortion rights and of trans 
rights and everything that myself and so many others work so hard for.”

rapinoe spoke to reporters shortly after she got word of the award, expressing hope that 
she has given others a roadmap for activism in their own lives.

“For whatever reason, I feel comfortable being out in front and center. I seem to thrive in 
it a little bit. so, if I can help other people walk in that, step into their power, understand that 
you don’t have to be me to make a difference. You can make a difference in your family, in 
your community in your school and in your workplace, whatever it may be.

rapinoe’s role changing as Us 
preps for World Cup qualifying CRETEIL, France

AN amateur soccer tournament in 
France aimed at celebrating ethnic di-
versity is attracting talent scouts, spon-
sors and increasing public attention, by 
uniting young players from low-income 
neighborhoods with high-profile names 
in the sport.

the National Neighborhoods Cup is 
intended to shine a positive spotlight 
on working-class areas with large immi-
grant populations that some politicians 
and commentators scapegoat as breed-
ing grounds for crime, riots and Islamic 
extremism.

players with Congolese heritage beat a 
team with Malian roots 5-4 on saturday 
in the one-month tournament’s final 
match, held at the home stadium of a 
third-division French team in the paris 
suburb of Creteil. the final was broad-
cast live on prime Video.

the event competition grew out of lo-
cal tournaments modeled after the Afri-
can Cup of Nations that have been held 
in recent years in suburbs and towns 
across France where former immigrants 
with African backgrounds have lived for 
years or generations. this tournament, 
however was broader, and international 
in scope.

Along with teams from former French 
colonies in Africa, the participants in-
cluded teams from European nations 
like portugal and Italy. players from 
France’s former colonies in Asia also 
competed.

the tournament, which was launched 
in 2019, challenges the French ideal of a 
colorblind republic that doesn’t count 
or identify people by race or ethnic 
background. the ideal was intended to 
provide equal opportunity by treating 
everyone as simply French; in practice, 
people in places like Creteil experience 
discrimination and ethnic tensions daily.

“We are Afro-descendants, we are 
claiming our roots and we are proud,” 
said tournament founder Moussa sow, 
who works at the red Cross and grew up 
in a Creteil neighborhood with a tough 
reputation. “It’s not because we carry this 
heritage that we are going to erase our 
French identity.”

the France team — like its World Cup-
winning national team — is made up of 
white, Black, Arab and multiracial play-
ers that reflects the country’s diversity.

“We have players who have two or 
three nationalities. It is a strength for us, a 
richness,” sow told the Associated press.

French soccer tournament celebrates diversity, fights racism 

sow witnessed firsthand the growing 
tensions among young people divided 
into rival groups according to which 
quarter of Creteil they were from, and 
wanted to gather inhabitants around 
the love of soccer and a celebration of 
cultural heritage.

Mohamed Diamé, who made 31 ap-
pearances for senegal and played for 
West Ham and Newcastle in the Eng-
lish premier League, former Mali and 
paris saint-Germain defender sammy 
traoré and senegal manager Aliou 
Cissé all took part. In February, Cissé 
became a national hero after guiding 
senegal to long-awaited victory in the 
African Cup of Nations.

traoré and Diamé both made it to 
the top level in soccer and both grew 
up in Creteil, providing an example 
to young people that success is within 
their reach, too.

“I started my first training here when 
I was 7. I considered people from this 
neighborhood as brothers,” Diamé 
told the Ap. “this feels like a pro tour-
nament. We have a group chat, we sup-
port each other, we are determined.”

the amateur cup has grown since 
sow started in 2019. Colorful placards 
of multinationals and local compa-
nies sponsoring the event were seen 
around the field. Young people and 
families can grab a merguez sandwich 
— a spicy sausage of North African ori-
gin long popular around France’s soc-
cer stadiums — or other snacks and sing 
along to popular French songs, played 
by a DJ near the field.

“I am happy and proud, despite the 
anxious climate in France, to see peo-
ple of different generations gathering,” 
sow said.

Even though the tournament is 

strictly amateur, the technical level 
among players was good. At last week-
end’s semifinals, high-quality cross-
field passes and clever dribbles were 
cheered by the crowd. some scouts 
were on the sidelines, sensing an op-
portunity to recruit talented young 
players.

suburbs and satellite towns around 
big cities, known in French as “les ban-
lieues,” are fertile ground for soccer 
talents in Europe. Academies in France 
— notably Lyon, Monaco, Nantes and 
rennes — are ranked among the best in 
the Europe along with spain for devel-
oping young players such as real Ma-
drid great Karim Benzema and World 
Cup star Kylian Mbappé.

But these same areas have also car-
ried and been scarred by a rough repu-
tation.

At the end of May, some far-right poli-
ticians blamed young people from the 
suburbs for violence outside the Cham-
pions League final at stade de France 
in the paris suburb of saint-Denis. they 
were widely accused of vandalism, dis-
ruption of public safety and fraud.

sow stressed that despite many peo-
ple being suspicious of young people 
from the suburbs, where poverty and 
minority populations are concentrated 
in France, the tournament in Creteil 
has gone well. Defeats have been ac-
cepted with grace, and fans who have 
run onto the field after wins have been 
joyous rather than violent.

the mayor of Creteil supports the 
events, and a newly elected parliament 
member for the district, Clémence 
Guetté of the left-wing parliamentary 
coalition NUpEs, came to the semifi-
nals. Guetté called it a “unifying” event 
that promoted “beautiful values” that 
sport generates.

Senegal’s head coach Aliou Cisse arrives to attend the final game of the national 
cup of working-class neighborhoods between a team representing players 
with Malian heritage in yellow against one with Congolese roots, in Creteil, 
outside Paris, France, Saturday, July 2, 2022. This amateur tournament aims to 
celebrate the diversity of youth from low-income communities with high immigrant 
populations, areas long stigmatized by some observers and politicians as a 
breeding ground for crime, riots, and Islamic extremism. (AP Photo)



   

By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIA’s golf stakeholders and well-wishers have been urged to 
put their weight behind the reformed Corporate Masters’ Golf Tourna-
ment slated for next month at the Dar es Salaam Gymkhana Club (DGC) 
course.

The 18-hole annual golf tournament is organized by the Dar es Sa-
laam-based TAMU Tanzania and is set to enjoy a bumper entry when it 
tees off on August 6 at the DGC course.

One of the event’s organizers, Kelly, revealed in Dar es Salaam yester-
day that the preparations for the showdown have already started and 
they are now in top gear.

The official pointed out: ‘’Corporate Masters is a platform for brands 
to get awareness, visibility, leads, and conversions, it is all about creating 
value for the brands who partner with us.’’

Kelly said that this time around the tournament will be different from 
the last year’s showdown as it will involve golfers from corporate firms.

“We have made slight changes from previous tournaments, we want 
to bring together corporate golfers in the country,” he said.

He said that this time the finals will only involve 10 men’s teams.
“We are planning to have Longest Drive qualifying round at the same 

course on July 6 this year, on which will identify 10 best men’s players 
who will proceed to the finals,” he said.

He noted the competition will only involve male golfers as there is a 
limited number of women in the corporate platform who are playing 
golf. The official appealed to ladies to embrace the game of golf.

Kelly revealed apart from the individual competition there will be 
an inter-companies competition that has CRDB Bank turning up as the 
showdown defending champion and is expected to come up and de-
fend the title the team won last year.

This will be the third edition of the Corporate Masters after the suc-
cessful first edition held at Tanzania People’s Defense Forces (TPDF)’s 
Lugalo Golf Club in December 2020 and DGC on August 7 last year.

“It is a tournament which is designed to harmonize friendship and 
present a networking platform for corporate fraternity through golf,” 
Kelly noted.

He disclosed they have decided to introduce the event to bring cor-
porate firms together as they are yet to utilize the game from a network-
ing point of view.

Kelly said the door is open to sponsors to confirm early to brighten 
the tournament.

Kelly stated: “We appeal to companies, institutions, and well-wishers 
to come forward and support the event.”

From Gabriel Jesus to Edu - how Sao 
Paulo became Arsenal’s talent factory

All set for Yanga polls on Saturday 
Golf stakeholders urged to back 

Corporate Masters tournament

Azam FC wins 
race to sign 
hot property 
Suleiman from 
Coastal Union   

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

YOUNG Africans ‘Yanga’ branch members’ 
representatives will on Saturday converge at 
the Julius Nyerere International Convention 
Centre in Dar es Salaam to elect new officials 
to lead their club for four years.

According to Malangwe Ally Mchungahela, 
who is chairing the electoral committee man-
dated to oversee the polls, representatives 
from branches that held elections before July 
5, 2022, will be eligible to participate in the 
exercise on Saturday.

Mchungahela disclosed in a statement: 
“The club elections will be held on July 9, 
2022, at the Julius Nyerere International Con-
ference Center.’’

The official revealed: ‘’Candidates are re-
quired to campaign for five days, after this 
press conference today, I will have officially 
launched the campaign period.”

“We extended the branch elections peri-
ods to be held until today, so I am announc-
ing that the last branch election should be 
held today and all branches are supposed to 
submit the list of representatives to the club 
headquarters.’’

‘’A branch that won’t submit its list of lead-
ers will not be allowed to participate in the 
election.”

Hersi Said Ally is bound to romp into the 

Yanga’s Election Committee Chairman Malangwe Mchungahela.

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Azam FC’s newly signed midfielder, Abdulhamis Suleiman ‘Sopu’ (C), is pictured with the outfit’s leaders, club’s own-
er Yusuf Bakhresa (L), and Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Abdulkarim Amin, during the signing of a contract between 
the midfielder and the outfit in Dar es Salaam yesterday. PHOTO: COURTESY OF AZAM FC
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By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

AZAM FC has won the race to sign 
one of Tanzania football’s hottest 
properties, midfielder Abdulhamis 
Suleiman ‘Sopu’ from Coastal Union.

The 2013/14 Mainland Premier 
League champions officially con-
firmed the signing of the midfielder, 
with the player signing a contract that 
runs until 2025.

“We are pleased to announce that 
we have entered into a three-year 
contract with the attacking midfield-
er, Abdul ‘Sopu’, from Coastal Union,’’ 
Azam FC wrote on the club’s official 
social media accounts on Monday af-
ternoon.

Sopu finished a two-season spell 
at Coastal Union on a high recently, 
helping the club make it to its first 
Azam Sports Federation Cup final in 
over a decade by scoring nine goals 
including a perfect hat-trick against 
this season’s showpiece winners 
Young Africans ‘Yanga’ in Arusha on 
Saturday.

The Federation Cup top scorer was 
also instrumental in Coastal Union’s 
late revival in the league finishing the 
campaign with seven goals.

After a strong personal campaign 
with Coastal Union, Sopu was also 
wanted by Yanga and Simba SC who 
were reportedly leading the race to 
land his signature until the very last 
minute.

Azam FC was reported to have hi-
jacked the deal with a better offer for 
Coastal Union. The player had a run-
ning contract with Coastal Union.

‘Sopu’ is now part of the Ice Cream 
Makers squad and has become Azam 
FC’s fifth signing, following the Ivo-
rian duo of Kipre Junior and Tape Ed-
inho, Nigerian midfielder Isah Ndala, 
and Cleophace Mkandala from Dodo-
ma Jiji FC.

Azam FC which is looking to bridge 
the gap with Yanga and Simba next 
season has also announced the exit 
of several players.

Last week it was confirmed mid-
fielder Frank Domayo will not be a 
part of the squad going forward.

Domayo, who joined Azam FC back 
in 2014 from Yanga, has been strug-
gling for game time, with the 29-year-
old midfielder even finding it hard to 
make a match-day squad.

Ugandan goalkeeper Mathias Kigo-
nya has also been shown the exit 
door.

Azam FC disclosed in a statement: 
“We have reached a bilateral agree-
ment to part ways with our former 
goalkeeper, Mathias Kigonya.’’

The statement noted: ‘’We thank 
him for his contribution to our club 
since joining us in January 2021, from 
Forest Rangers of Zambia.”
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We are pleased to announce 
that we have entered into a 
three-year contract with the at-
tacking midfielder, Abdul ‘Sopu’, 
from Coastal Union

president’s office unopposed given he is the only one who has expressed in-
terest in the position after the current Chairman Mshindo Msolla withdrew 
his bid.

The current vice-chairman, Fredrick Mwakalebela, is also not contesting 
for re-election.

Msolla stated: “I picked up the nomination form but after seeing the in-
cumbent has the potential to continue what we set up I saw fit to withdraw 
my bid.’’

‘’I will continue to support him and travel around the country with my col-
leagues to promote the unity of our club,’’ Msolla disclosed.

Msolla added: “I will personally continue with the two agendas after retire-
ment on Sunday, first I will promote the nationwide unity, and, secondly, I 
will continue to encourage our fans to continue with the membership regis-
tration exercise.”

Two contestants have offered to vie for the post of vice-president.
Arafat Haji will flex muscles with Suma Mwaitenda after the former that 

had planned to opt-out of seeking re-election, having served his term as a 
committee member, made a u-turn.

Haji said he had accepted members’ pleas to vie once again, Suma is the 
only female candidate going for the top seat in the election.

The executive committee membership race is the most competitive one 
having initially attracted 27 candidates who are vying for the available five 
posts.

However, so far 21 candidates have been cleared for the final election.
They are Said Kambi, Gerard Kihinga, Saad Khimji, Semi Yusuf, Seif Gula-

mali, Munir Selemani, Wilbard Kilenzi, Salim Rupia, Sylvester Haule, Leevan 
Muro, Omary Kimosa, and Sindilo Lyimo.

Others are Edgar Chibura, Philip Haule, Alexander Ngai, Dominic Albi-
nus, Benjamin Mwakasonda, Rodgers Gumbo, Yanga Makaga, and Mustapha 
Himba.
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