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By Francis Kajubi
THE Bank of Tanzania governing board and management have been called upon to devise appropriate ways to ensure that consumers of fi-

nancial services are protected against hiked interest rates charged by finan-cial institutions.
A statement issued yesterday and signed by BoT Governor, Professor Florens Luoga expressed concern over 

BoT’s committee on 
monetary policy for reduction in interest rates for consumers

continued hiked inter-
est rates being charged 
by financial institution 
including commercial 
banks.

The MPC which met 
last Friday to review per-
formance of the econo-
my in the country, said 
there have been poor im-
pact of financial services 
which offer loans to con-
sumers due to unrealistic 
and hiked interest rates 
charged by lenders.

“High interest rates 
have negative impacts on 
growth of financial ser-
vices and its beneficiar-
ies hence holding back 
economic growth par-
ticularly of the private 
sector,” the MPC said in 
its statement. Notwith-
standing, the committee 
observed with concern 
the sluggishness in the 
pace of reduction of in-
terest rates among com-
mercial banks in the 

market.
According to BoT’s 

Monthly Economic Re-
view for June, interest 
rates charged by banks 
on loans and those of-
fered on deposits exhib-
ited a general declining 
trend, reflecting the 
impact of sustained ac-
commodative monetary 
condition but the MPC 
sees it as discouraging 
borrowers.

The Central Bank stat-
ed that overall lending 
rate decreased by 38 ba-
sis points to 16.83 percent 
from 17.21 percent in the 
corresponding month 
of 2019 while one-year 
lending rate declined by 
22 basis points to 16.86 
percent as deposit rates 
softened to an average 
of 6.8 percent from 7.35 
percent recorded in the 
corresponding month of 
2019. One-year deposit 
rate declined to 8.57 per-

cent from 8.75 percent 
registered during the pe-
riod.

The MPC observed 
that despite the impact 
of the novel coronavirus 
on some few sectors such 
as tourism and enter-
tainment, the economy 
performed satisfactorily. 
During the first quarter 
of 2020, output grew by 
5.7 percent, mainly driv-
en by construction, ag-
riculture, transport and 
mining.  

“The external sector 
was sustainable and cur-
rent account balance im-
proved due to increased 
exports of gold and cash-
ew nut and moderate oil 
prices. Growth of money 
supply was on target at 
around 10 percent, while 
credit to the private sec-
tor grew moderately be-
tween 5-6 percent,” the 
MPC statement noted.

The committee noted 

that the global economy 
is projected to be weak 
in 2020, growing by -4.9 
percent, attributable to 
adverse impact of COV-
ID-19 pandemic on econ-
omies with all economic 
blocs projected to expe-
rience negative growth 
of varying degrees with 
economic recovery pro-
jected to be more gradual 
than anticipated in 2021.  

“The country has 
graduated to lower mid-
dle income status, with 
Gross Nation Income per 
capita of U$1,080. This 
achievement provides 
additional space to ac-
cess non-concessional 
loans and attract foreign 
investments,” the MPC 
added. The country has 
also gained reputation 
and credibility in imple-
mentation of policies 
and strategies to achieve 
Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals.

ConCern 

Bank of Tanzania Governor Professor Florens Luoga. 

JOHANNESBURG 
Anglo American has giv-en itself two to three years to dispense with its South African thermal coal ex-port mines. This is in line with a response to ques-tions at a virtual annual general meeting this year in which Anglo also disclosed that the divestment would be partial; that is, through a demerger with the new company floated on the JSE.

However, the intention is to get on with the job in a much shorter timeframe than three years. “Once you’ve made the decision, you’re better off getting on with it and the demerger route was the quickest 

route from our point of view,” said Mark Cutifani, CEO of Anglo American, in an interview with finweek.
According to Cutifani, one benefit of the demerg-er route is that it cuts down on red tape compared with a trade sale. “You’re hand-ing back a share, so share-holders can make their own decisions about what they want to do with that share. It’s got less govern-ment issues, and the gov-ernment is pleased to see a local listing.”

Cutifani is perhaps mind-ful of the route taken by South32, the Australia- headquartered company, which announced the sale of its SA coal assets in 2018 

but has yet to complete the transaction. (It’ll be done by way of a trade sale to Seriti Resources.) Or the 12 months taken to sell his firm’s domestic assets, which was also to Seriti Re-sources.
“That was the main issue: you’ve got at least 12 years life (of assets) so you’ve giv-en the opportunity for that to be successful and at the same time we’re not trying to dictate to the country about what they should do with their natural resourc-es,” Cutifani says.

He adds that he’s still open to a trade sale, but the offers would have to be from companies that Anglo could trust would not lead 

to recrimination later down the line. The last thing An-glo needs is selling to a buy-er who’d mismanage the legacy risks and therefore invite criticism from gov-ernment as well as civil or-ganisations. Having an ESG (environment, social and governance) issue blow up in your face is as damaging to mining companies these days as missing production guidance.       
Interestingly, two of the companies most likely to tick that box in the event of a trade sale happening are Seriti and Menar Holdings. At face value, however, nei-ther appear particularly interested in adding more coal to their respective as-

set bases. “We are going to take over several business-es that are not in coal,” said Mike Teke, CEO of Seriti Resources, in an interview with Bloomberg News ear-lier in July. “I want us to build a strong, formidable mining company.”
Menar’s managing di-rector, Vuslat Bayoglu, is of a similar mind. Menar, a Luxembourg-registered company with plans to take its thermal coal production to 20m tonnes by 2022, an investment of some R7bn, has eyes for the manga-nese sector and is also drill-ing for gold in Kyrgyzstan. “Funding a coal-mining project is now a big chal-lenge,” says Bayoglu. “If An-

glo runs a process (to sell its coal assets) we would be interested, but I’m not sure we’d do a big due diligence on it,” he says.
Menar ran a close second to Seriti for the South32 coal assets. Bayoglu thinks in manganese there’s an opportunity to seize on the fact that several exist-ing producers are taking organic growth via under-ground mining, which is more costly than a new open-pit mine such as Me-nar is contemplating.

Manganese is used in the steelmaking sector, where it’s a strengthening agent. Another coal product – metallurgical coal – is also used to make steel. While 

metallurgical coal doesn’t have the pollutant proper-ties normally associated with its thermal brother, its life in modern society may be limited, says Cutifani.
“We still think that metal-lurgical coal has got a good future, but by 2035 it will be getting tougher there as well because the hydrogen technologies will be taking over in steelmaking,” he says. Companies like Anglo are trying to figure out how existing streams of cash-flow attached to minerals like thermal and metallur-gical coal, among others, are going to be either engi-neered out of existence, or not wanted by its customer and consumer base.

With its significant fund-ing headwinds and the way in which society has turned against the fuel, thermal coal’s days look numbered in the long term. The chal-lenge for Anglo is moving forward in a way that does it right by stakeholders who rely on thermal coal.
“As I said, you can do a runner, and I’ve seen com-panies do that, but people remember,” says Cutifani. “We’ve done a lot of think-ing about how to do this and we think we’ve come up with the right solution that ticks each of the stake-holder boxes. Hopefully, people remember we did it the right way.”

DiversifiCation 

Anglo American to exit thermal coal in South Africa 
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‘Mkapa’s principles 
will live among us’

By Guardian Reporter

A PLANE carrying Kenyan President 
Uhuru Kenyatta’s representative to 
former President Benjamin Mkapa’s 
funeral was yesterday forced to 
turn mid-air in Monduli in northern 
Tanzania due to bad weather.

Speaking during a state funeral 
yesterday at the Uhuru Stadium in 
Dar es Salaam, Foreign Affairs and 
East African Cooperation minister 
Prof Palamagamba Kabudi said the 
Kenyan envoy was among those who 
were expected to represent President 
Uhuru Kenyatta at the funeral.

Prof Kabudi however announced 
that the plane had arrived in Nairobi 
safely.

“We expected to have with us the 
special envoy representing President 
Uhuru Kenyatta, Senator Samuel 
Losuron Poghisio, Majority Leader 
of the Kenyan Senate, but we have 

Kenyan funeral 
team reverses 
plane course 
above Monduli

By Guardian Reporter

THE death of former President Benjamin 
Mkapa has left a huge leadership gap and 
development of the country and Africa 
at large in regard to his contribution that 
was still needed, Zanzibar President Dr Ali 
Mohamed Shein has declared.

In a statement, Dr Shein said the late 
Mkapa had huge ability and creativity on 
development issues which he initiated 
during his period, among them the creation 
of the Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA).

He said he established TRA in order to 
spur economic growth, increasing revenue 
collection to enable Tanzania become self-
reliant.

“We started paying debts and some 
ortions were later forgiven by our 
creditors and we became loanable again,” 
said Dr Shein who served as Mkapa’s Vice 
President from 2001 to 2005, following 
the sudden death on of Vice-President Dr 
Omar Ali Juma

Dr Shein said during his 10 years of 
leadership the rate of economi growth 
rose from 3.6 per cent to 6.7 percent, 
and in addition he took steps to privatize 
public corporations that were performing 
poorly and became a burden to the nation.

Dr Shein said Mkapa also initiated 
the National Strategy for Growth and 

By Guardian Correspondent, Masasi

LUPASO Primary School where the 
late retired president Benjamin Mkapa 
schooled has pledged to keep his memory 
by building a modern library that will bear 
his name.

Among the books that will be in the 
library is his autobiography, ‘My Life, My 
Purpose’ published towards the end of last 
year.

This was revealed yesterday in Lupaso 
village by the school’s head-teacher Charles 
Madulu when speaking to this paper about 

He said the book contains many things 
of importance to the nation, hence it is 
absolutely vital for students to learn from 
him. 

He said the school attained fame in 

By Guardian Reporter

PRESIDENT John Magufuli yesterday described the 
late Benjamin Mkapa as his hero, saying without him he 
wouldn’t be president.

He made the remarks in Dar es Salaam when he led 
thousands of mourners in paying their last respects to 
the former president at the Uhuru Stadium.

“Mkapa is my hero. He was an important person in my 
life. When I was down, he literally lifted me. He didn’t 
leave me alone, but supported and raised me as his own 
child and usually showed me great love,” he said.

The president said Mkapa had unique talent in 
identifying, preparing and nurturing young leaders 
– among them former president Jakaya Kikwete and 
outgoing Zanzibar President Dr Ali Mohamed Shein.

“Mzee Mkapa also raised Dr Hussein Mwinyi, the 
current CCM candidate for the Zanzibar presidency (in 
late October’s General Election). He once appointed Dr 
Mwinyi as Health minister and asked him to chair the 
Mkapa Foundation,” he added.

President Magufuli listed a raft of initiatives and 
achievements registered in Tanzania during Mkapa’s 
ten-year presidency, noting: “Mkapa will be remembered 
for efforts to transform the country’s economy as well as 
his contribution to the fight for democracy, peace and 

the school and other background items 
concerning the late former president.

Madulu said already they have funds to 
start construction of the modern library, 
while they will also refurbish classrooms in 
which the former president studied.

TURN TO PAGE 2

JPM: Mkapa was my hero

The information 
we have is that 
the plane is 
expected to land 
safely in Nairobi

received information that his plane 
was forced to turn mid-air over 
Monduli,” he said.

Prof Kabudi was speaking while 
introducing some of the foreign guests 
attending the service, which countries 
they represent.

“The information we have is that 
the plane is expected to land safely 
in Nairobi,” Prof Kabudi told the 
thousands who gathered at the Uhuru 
Stadium.

Prof Kabudi also said they were 
expecting to have Zimbabwe Vice-
President Kembo Mohadi who had 
delayed to reach Dar es Salaam due to 
bad weather.

Mkapa, who govrned Tanzania for 
two terms from 1995 to 2005, died 
Thursday night aged 81, in a Dar es 
Salaam hospital by cardiac arrest.

The national farewell service for 
the late leader was conducted at 
Uhuru Stadium before his body was 
transported to his home village of 
Lupaso in Masasi district, Mtwara for 
burial today.

In her message of condolences 
Executive Secretary of the Southern 
Africa Development Community 

He liked cooperation and 
respected ideas from all 
people and all the time he 
was cheerful and smiling

President John Magufuli pays his last respects to former president Benjamin William Mkapa at state funeral held at Uhuru Stadium in 
Dar es Salaam yesterday. More photos on Page 4. Photo: State House
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Reduction of Poverty (NSGRP) and the 
Property and Business Formalisation 
Programme (PBFP), Tanzania Social 
Action Fund (TASAF) as well as EWURA 
and SUMATRA for management and 
control of water/electricity services 
and transportation in the community.

He said after retirement Mkapa 
established a private non-governmental 
organisation (NGO) – the Benjamin 
Mkapa Foundation that works in the 
health sector in particular for the fight 
against HIV/Aids. 

In regard to the war against 
corruption, Mkapa early in his 
presidency formed the Warioba 
Commission, tasked to find appropriate 
ways to deal with corruption, how to 
plug loopholes in tendering, etc that 
create avenues for corruption.

He said the outcome of that effort was 
the establishment of the Prevention 
and Combating of Corruption Bureau 
(PCCB) which later saw the formation 
of a special branch of the High Court 
of Tanzania to try persons charged 
with corruption or economic sabotage, 
during the fifth phase government. 

From his famous slogan “Truth 
and Transparency” the late former 
president established a cabinet 
portfolio to oversee good governance 
in ministerial departments and public 
agencies, the formation of press units 
in ministries and public institutions, as 
well as addressing the nation at month 
end. 

Dr Shein said all these steps 
enabled Tanzanians to know what the 
government was doing in relation to 
important national and international 
issues.

In addition, Mkapa recognized 
Tanzanians’ passion for sports, hence 
initiating the construction of a modern 
sports stadium, he pointed out.

On the political front, Mkapa was an 
example among good leaders who put 
at the forefront the national interest by 
leading through example.

Among these was Mkapa’s great 
ability in managing pluralist politics 
fairly and democratically and earned 
huge acclaim inside and outside our 
border, the Isles leader underlined.

“He liked cooperation and 
respected ideas from all people and 
all the time he was cheerful and 
smiling,” he stated.

He said Mkapa was always defending 
the country’s values including the 
Union and the Zanzibar Revolution. 
The late Mkapa was a true believer in 
peace and reconciliation, he said, citing 

remarks by the late president, that:
“This nation is for us and our 

children and future generations. If 
it maintains peace, then that peace 
is for all Tanzanians, and if there is 
violence, the violence will affect all 
Tanzanians. When we fight among 
ourselves, Almighty God will not give 
us another land. We therefore have to 
decide – to build a truly democratic 
Tanzania that respects human 
rights, a Tanzania that makes huge 
development strides, a Tanzania that 
has peace, love and solidarity among 
its people.”

Tanzanians must continue being 
united, to hold in high esteem what 
Mkapa has left by keeping by his 
ideals and vision and learning from 
his various speeches and writings, 
including his autobiography, ‘My Life- 
My Purpose,’ he added.

FROM PAGE 1

equality in the African continent and 
elsewhere.”

“In my telephone conversation with 
him, while he was admitted to hospital 
a few hours before his death, Mkapa 
made an impassioned appeal to me 
to be calm. He told me that he was 
progressing well. Too bad, I didn’t know 
that those were the last words I would 
hear from him. I will always honour his 
legacy,” Dr Magufuli said.

He said the former president 
established several public institutions 
which helped to strengthen the 
country’s social, political and economic 
development.

“It was President Mkapa who 
established the Tanzania Revenue 
Authority (TRA) in July 1996, with a 
view to streamline and boost revenue 
collections and strengthen the county’s 
economy,” he added.

The establishment of TRA raised 
annual revenue collections from USD 
612.6 million (1.3bn/-) per month in 
December 1995 to USD 1.79 million 
(3.5bn/-) per month in December 2005.

When he assumed the country’s 
presidency in 1995, Mkapa found 
the country with huge foreign debts, 
hindering further loans and even 
humanitarian aid.

He worked hard and conducted 
rewarding diplomatic efforts with 
international financial institutions and 
donor countries, persuading them to 
restore aid and other financial support 
to Tanzania.

Mkapa also launched several 
development programmes and 
strategic plans to spur economic 
growth, including the National Strategy 
for Poverty Alleviation (MKUKUTA), the 
Property and Business Formalisation 
Programme (MKURABITA) as well 
as the Tanzania Social Action Fund 
(TASAF).

“TASAF will have spent a total of 
4.109trn/- from its establishment 
in 2000 to 2023. Its programme 
implementation is now in its third 
phase and has helped greatly to fight 
poverty in the country,” President 
Magufuli said.

Also noting that Mkapa suspended 
several upsetting taxes and levies such 
as bicycle tax and head tax to provide 
relief to Tanzanians, Dr Magufuli said 
the former president strengthened 
public-private sector partnership, 
supervised the formation of the 
Tanzania National Business Council 
and financial institutions such as NMB 
Bank and NBC Bank.

Mkapa also established the National 
Road Fund and the Tanzania National 
Roads Agency (TanRoads) to transform 
the country’s infrastructure, launching 
several major road projects connecting 
the country’s regions as well as with 
neighbouring countries.

Then president said Mkapa also 
succeeded in controlling inflation from 
27 per cent in 1995 to 10 per cent in 
2005, raising foreign exchange reserves 
from one month to five months of 
current national imports.

The former president improved 
social services and increased 
accessibility to services such as 
education, health and water. Notably, 
he was the one who initiated plans to 
support primary and secondary school 
education in the country.

Benjamin William Mkapa died 
of cardiac arrest while undergoing 
treatment at a hospital in Dar es Salaam 
last Thursday at the age of 81.

He served as Tanzanian’s President 
from November 1995 to December 
2005, standing as the first leader 
elected after the reintroduction of the 
multiparty system in the country in 
1992. He is expected to be buried today 
at his home village of Lupaso in Masasi 
District, Mtwara Region.
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JPM: Mkapa 
was my hero

the region as in 2000s it was ranked 
the first in the region in Standard VII 
national examinations, and efforts to 
reach that ability were aided by the 
late former president who assisted the 
school with books.

The late Mkapa has been providing 
a lot of support towards ensuring good 
performance by the pupils, he pointed 
out.

“He was a good supporter of the 
school. We have decided to honour 
him by constructing a modern library 
that will bear his name,” said the head 
teacher.  

He said preparations for its 
construction have been completed and 
students will be encouraged to read his 
book to understand the late Mkapa’s 
ideals and what he stood for.

Masasi District Council Executive 
Director, Changwa Mkwazu said the 
council will ensure the late presisent’s 
memory is honoured in various 
ways, including the refurbishment of 
classrooms and other infrastructures 
to uplift his old school.  

Masasi District Commissioner, 
Selemani Mzee said the government 
will appropriately manage the school 
to ensure it attains high standards, 
as one among ways to live up to the 
spirit demonstated by the late former 
president.  

The doctor in-charge at the Masasi 

District Hospital, Mariamu Cheche 
said 80 percent of preparations had 
been reached in regard to emergency 
medical service to be provided at 
Lupaso village during the burial 
service. 

Everything likely to be needed 
during the event has been prepared, 
including essential items, she stated..

 Construction of some platforms to 
be used for medical emergencies have 
been completed, as well as lining up 
ambulances for standby to provide 
services were the need to arise.

“We are well prepared and 
everything is ready. We are ready to 
offer emergency medical services 
during the burial event,” said Mariam 
noting that all the essential drugs are 
available and clinical staff deployed at 
the area.

 Cooperation from the public to 
enable them execute their duties well 
shall be a key requirement to avoid any 
unexpected drawbacks, she added.
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Mkapa’s old school 
for memorial library

(SADC) Dr Stergomena Tax said former 
president Mkapa played a key role in 
the SADC region.

In the message which was delivered 
virtually, Dr Tax said he was the one 
who pushed for the regional bloc to 
have its own head office building.

“There was a time he toured our 
headquarters back in 2004 and he 
found us in a small building offered 
by the host government. President 
Mkapa brought an agendum that SADC 
should put up an own building from 
own funding and he himself donated 
$100,000 then others followed,” she 
added.

FROM PAGE 1

Kenyan funeral team reverse 
plane course above Monduli

Zanzibar President Dr Ali Mohamed Shein pays his last respects to former president Benjamin Mkapa at state funeral held at Uhuru Stadium in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday. Photo: State House

‘Mkapa’s principles will live among us’

Burundi’s Prime Minister, General Alain Guillaume Bunyoni, makes remarks at state funeral for former president Benjamin Mkapa held at Uhuru Stadium in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday. Photo: State House

We are well prepared 
and everything is 
ready. We are ready 
to offer emergency 
medical services during 
the burial event

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

THE Tanzania Commission for 
Universities (TCU) says there was 
the need for Form VI students to be 
educated on how to enroll in various 
universities in the country and foreign.

Speaking at a function to mark 
Higher Education Week at Kisonge 
Mapinduzi Square grounds, TCU 
Admission Officer

Estomii Edward said many students 
have been joining universities without 
understanding university admission. 

He said it would be better for 
students to visit TCU websites to know 
which universities have been registered 
and which haven’t done so to avoid 
inconveniences over the recognition of 
their certificates after completing their 
studies. 

He also advised the students to 

select fields that would provide them 
with employment after finishing their 
studies.

He said by so doing will reduce 
complaints over unemployment to 
the youth since some of the fields 
they select are difficult for them to get 
employment due to various reasons.

The TCU Head for higher Education, 
science and Technology, Aida Maoulid 
Juma said the aim in marking the 

Higher Education week is to ensure 
students understand the knacks of 
joining universities.

Some of students who finished Form 
VI from various schools congratulated 
the Zanzibar Ministry of Education and 
Vocational Training for holding the 
event that has helped them to know 
how to enroll in universities as well 
as identifying them whether they are 
registered or not by TCU. 

Form VI students should be educated 
on how to enroll in universities - TCU
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Members of the Enlightened Christian Gathering Church from Arusha city’s Sombetini suburb clean Muriet Health Centre surroundings at the weekend. Photo: 
Cynthia Mwilolezi

By Guardian Reporter

THE World Health Organisation 
(WHO) Regional Director for Africa, Dr 
Matshidiso Moeti, has said that people 
with hepatitis-related complications 
are at a higher risk of developing severe 
cases of Covid-19.

Moeti said this in her message to 
commemorate the World Hepatitis 
Day 2020, to increase awareness of this 
public health threat.

World Hepatitis Day, observed on 
July 28 every year, aims to raise global 
awareness of hepatitis — a group of 
infectious diseases known as Hepatitis 
A, B, C, D, and E — and encourage 
prevention, diagnosis and treatment.

According to her, people with 
hepatitis-related complications are 
at a higher risk of COVID-19 and must 
continue to receive essential hepatitis 
prevention and treatment services 
during the pandemic and beyond.

“With political commitment from 
governments and partners, backed 
by financing and using a health 
system strengthening approach, 
and with informed and empowered 
communities, we can achieve a 
Hepatitis free future.’’

The director said, of the 71 million 
Africans with chronic viral hepatitis, 
300 people sadly lose their lives 
daily from liver cancer and other 
complications related to hepatitis B 
and C infections.

“This year’s theme is “Hep Free 
Future” highlighting the importance 
of preventing mother-to-child 
transmission of hepatitis B and scaling-
up prevention, testing and treatment to 
control hepatitis B and cure hepatitis C.

Moeti said Hepatitis B comprised 85 
per cent of the hepatitis burden in the 
WHO African Region.

According to her, the most vulnerable 
time for infection is in the first month 
of life, and this can be prevented with 
hepatitis B birth-dose vaccination in 
the first 24 hours of life.

“Achieving at least 90 per cent 
coverage in the region, would prevent 
over 1.5 million new infections and 1.2 

million deaths from liver cancer by 
2035.

“Hepatitis B can go undetected 
for years and have devastating 
consequences. For example, Ansah, 
a 25-year old Ghanaian woman, was 
diagnosed with hepatitis B and liver 
cancer during antenatal care.

“Her baby was protected with 
hepatitis B birth-dose vaccination 
administered within 24 hours of birth, 
but Ansah’s future is uncertain.

“Her family said: “We did not know 
that the infection could be so silent and 
the consequences so grave.”

Despite the low cost of the hepatitis 
B birth-dose vaccine, Moeti said only 
13 African countries had introduced it, 
far short of the target of 25 countries by 
2020.

“So far, 15 countries have launched 
national hepatitis plans, and Rwanda 
and Uganda have national testing and 
treatment programmes for hepatitis.

“WHO is working with countries and 
partners to accelerate action towards a 
90 per cent reduction of new hepatitis 
B and C infections and a 65 per cent 
reduction of deaths by 2030.

“Achieving these goals requires 
urgent introduction and scaling-up 
of hepatitis B birth-dose vaccination 
and leveraging the HIV and syphilis 
infrastructure to prevent mother-to-
child transmission and ensure mothers 
have access to testing and treatment.

“I commend the Organisation of 
African First Ladies, in this regard 
for advocating triple elimination of 
mother-to-child transmission of HIV, 
syphilis and hepatitis B.

“As we battle COVID-19, the threat of 
further delays to scaling-up hepatitis 
B birth-dose vaccination and other 
essential hepatitis services looms 
large,’’ she said.

Hepatitis patients at higher
risk of Covid-19, WHO says

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

THE National Electoral Commission 
(NEC) has called upon all assistant 
election supervisors in the Isles to 
ensure they abide by the dictates of 
the constitution, laws and regulations 
governing elections.  

The call was given by NEC deputy 
chairman retired Judge Mbarouk Salim 
Mbarouk when opening a three-day 
training seminar for the officials in 
Zanzibar.

Mbarouk said despite some of the 
election supervisors being experienced 
in the field, they are required to abide 
by the guidelines to be given by NEC 
instead of working as a routine.

He said election is a process 

comprising various procedures to 
be followed step by step, and these 
procedures are the basis for a good 
election that remove complaints or 
that can incite violence,

He said NEC has nominated them 
because they have the ability to do 
the work hence it was important to 
understand they are supposed to abide 
by the country’s Constitution and other 
laws and regulations.

He said it is also important to work 

together with political parties and 
other election stakeholders in issues 
that require them to be so involved.

He also required them to know their 
areas of jurisdiction including on how 
to reach these areas in wards and 
polling centres. 

He also said they should not wear 
party uniforms or display their political 
preference from now on and whoever 
will violate this will be removed as an 
election supervisor. 

He also said according to Section 
89 of the Elections Act any election 
official or supervisor who will be 
responsible in marring the elections 
will be fined 1,000,000/- or two years’ 
imprisonment or both penalties.

The Director of Zanzibar Electoral 
Commission (ZEC), Hamidu Mwanga 
appealed to election officials to put in 
place close relationship to ensure the 
October 28 elections are conducted 
successfully. 

Zanzibar election supervisors
urged to abide by constitution 

By Correspondent Michael Sikapundwa, 

Morogoro

THE Tanzania Medicines and 
Medical Devices Authority (TMDA) has 
removed from the market a total of 17, 
076 packets of fake and unregistered 
condoms in the 2019/2020 financial 
year.

According to TMDA Acting Director 
of Medical Products, Akida Khea, 
the condoms were of various trade 
brands including Lifeguard, Chishango, 
Pudence, Ultimate and Maximum 
Classic which were already distributed 
and sold at different markets across the 
country.

Khea made the revelation when 
addressing participants during the 
TMDA task force meeting held in 
Morogoro on Tuesday.

He noted that the counterfeit 

condoms were smuggled into the 
country, insisting the authority was 
not aware of their existence at market 
places until its officials conducted an 
inspection which led to the detection 
of the sub-standard products.

“We normally conduct inspections of 
both imported and exported medicines 
and medical devices products at the 
ports and borders with neighbouring 
countries. But, sometimes unfaithful 
traders use illegal routes to smuggle 
the sub-standard products into the 
country,” said Khea.

He added that the presence of 
counterfeit and unregistered condoms 
at the market put consumers at a risk 

of contracting sexually transmitted 
diseases and HIV/Aids.

Agency removes fake 
condoms from market

“Hepatitis B can go undetected 
for years and have devastat-
ing consequences. For example, 
Ansah, a 25-year old Ghanaian 
woman, was diagnosed with 
hepatitis B and liver cancer dur-
ing antenatal care.”

By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

THE Tanzania Gender 
Networking Programme 
has said the late former 
President Benjamin Mkapa 
will be remembered by 
women gender activists for 
many things including the 
Beijing Declaration and its 
working.

In a statement, TNGP’s 
managing director Lilian 
Liundi said that in addition 
to many accomplishments 
by former presidents, 
Mkapa administered 
women rights and gender 
issues implementation in 
Tanzania.

She mentioned the 
priority areas as including 
the eradication of poverty, 
women’s participation in 
politics, education, rights 
for girls and gender desks 
at every ministry as part 
of implementation of the 
Beijing Protocol.

She said the late President 
Mkapa was at the forefront 
in the implementation of 
the resolution regarding 

gender equality and 
development in SADC, as 
Tanzania was among five 
countries from SADC that 
ratified and signed the 
protocol thereby paving 
way for the 30 percent 
women participation in 
elective posts.

Liundi also said the major 
economic transformation 
then going on had a wide 
women participation 
including the Nation’s 2025 
Vision that has gender 
foundations.

She also said Mkapa 
ratified the Maputo 
Protocol that had many 
issues in regard to gender 
development and the late 
president erected robust 
foundations in gender 
strategies.  

She said last year (2019) 
at a gender festival they 
remembered Mkapa and 
awarded him for putting in 
place policy foundations 
in regard to gender issues 
as they recognise his 
contribution in that area 
and will continue to do so.

Mkapa stood for gender equality - TGNP

We normally conduct 
inspections of both 
imported and exported 
medicines and medical 
devices products at 
the ports and borders 
with neighbouring 
countries
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STATE FUNERAL FOR MKAPA IN DAR ES SALAAM

President John Magufuli sheds tears when making remarks at the funeral. Photo: Correspondent Anthony Siame

A cross-section of the mourners who made it to Uhuru Stadium for the solemn occasion. Photo: Correspondent Anthony 
Siame

The former president’s widow, Anna Mkapa (3rd-L, in veil), leads members of the Mkapa family shortly after arriving at 
Uhuru Stadium. Photo: Zanzibar State House

Mourners in their hundreds line up yesterday to enter Dar es Salaam’s Uhuru Stadium for yesterday’s state funeral of 
former president Benjamin William Mkapa. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

Members of the diplomatic corps also attended the state funeral. Photo: State House

Religious leaders were among the hundreds of people at the funeral. Photo: Correspondent Anthony Siame

Vice President Samia Suluhu Hassan pays her last respects to the former president at the funeral. Photo: VPO

Mourners in their hundreds line up yesterday to enter Dar es Salaam’s Uhuru Stadium for yesterday’s state funeral of 
former president Benjamin William Mkapa. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala
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By Guardian Reporter

AS the international community commemorated World 
Hepatitis Day yesterday, a Dar es Salaam-based Organisation 
for Medical Outreach to Communities (OMOC) has called 
on Tanzanians to undertake Hepatitis B screening so that 
those who will test positive will be linked to the appropriate 
services.

OMOC chairman and laboratory scientist, Tumaini 
Waryoba made the call when speaking ahead of the World 
Hepatitis Day—a global event which is commemorated each 
year on 28 July to enhance awareness of viral hepatitis an 
inflammation of the liver. 

This year in Africa the day is commemorated under the 
theme: “Hep free future” with a strong focus on preventing 
hepatitis B among mothers and new born and worldwide 
the theme is “find the missing million.” 

The day is important as it enables players to increase 
awareness and understanding of viral hepatitis and the 
diseases that it causes by doing so it enhances the attainment 
of the vision 2030.

“All adults who have not been vaccinated for hepatitis B 
should undertake the screening so that those who will test 
positive will be linked to the appropriate services and those 
who will test negative be ready to receive three shots of 
hepatitis B vaccine,” Waryoba said in a statement.

The official further said:  “Only Hepatitis B Vaccine is 
offered in the routine immunisation programme to infants. 
The vaccine was introduced in 2003 and the coverage has 
sustainably been high above 90% for the last five years.

“Despite the policy of vaccinating HCWs and other 
risk groups being available, there is no clear guidance 
on whether one should be screened first or not. On the 
other hand, limitation of data on prenatal transmission of 
Hepatitis B vaccine hinders advocacy on Hepatitis Birth dose 
introduction despite the availability of a policy to vaccinate 
Health Care Workers and other risk groups.”

The organisation said despite the fact that hepatitis B has 
no treatment so far early diagnosis can prevent chronic 
hepatitis.

Hepatitis B can be prevented by receiving vaccination 
(Three shots). Hepatitis B vaccine is available for  children in 
routine immunisation programme, immunisation for adults, 
and high risk groups like health workers, prisoners, drug 
addicts, commercial sex workers and people who require 
regular blood transfusion, he said.

He further said this day was important because it enables 
stakeholders and concerned groups to increase awareness 
and understanding of viral hepatitis and the diseases that it 
causes and that by doing so it enhances the attainment of the 
vision 2030.

World Hepatitis Day: 
Tanzanians called on 
to agree on screening

Kilombero Sugar Company trade marketing manager Warda Kimaro (R) briefs clients on the firm’s newly introduced 
5-kg ‘Bwana Sukari’ packets of the sweetener shortly after launching them in Dodoma city yesterday. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

KILOMBERO Sugar Company Ltd is 
expected to produce 127,000 tonnes 
of sugar and crash 1,328,445 tonnes of 
cane in the 2020/2021 season.

This is part of the factory’s mission to 
stabilise sugar prices in the country.

KSCL’S trade marketing manager, 
Warda Kimaro revealed this yesterday 
when speaking at the official launch of 
its ‘Bwana Sukari’ 5kg pack in Dodoma 
Region.

The launch of Bwana Sukari 
5kg pack in the country’s political 
capital follows the sugar company’s 
production resumption in mid- May for 
the 2020/2021 season in its factories in 
Kilombero, Morogoro Region.

The event was graced by Morogoro 
Regional Commissioner, Loata Ole 
Sanare.

Kimaro said the sugar company has 
been hard at work to make sure the 

factory not only produces sugar at its 
maximum capacity but also cater to 
various needs of its consumers.

Kimaro said: “We understand that 
our customers’ consumption of sugar 
varies, and for that matter we intend 
to make our hygienically pre-packed 
Bwana Sukari available in various sizes 
including the new 5kg pack so that all 
our customers can purchase sugar 
packs as per their needs,” said Kimaro.

She added: “We have now brought 
our Bwana Sukari 5kg pack in Dodoma 
as part of our initiative to make pre-
packed Bwana Sukari readily available 
at affordable prices across the country, 
and considering that the capital city 
keeps growing which means more 
small businesses such as eateries that 
require more sugar on a daily basis, we 
deemed it necessary to make the 5kg 
available here at only 14,000/- in retails 
shops.”

Kimaro noted that the sugar company 

is planning to make the 5kg sugar pack 
available across the country, along with 
other sizes of Bwana Sukari packs.

“Introducing the 5kg into the market 
simply means we are giving consumers 
more options of accessing Bwana 
Sukari, it doesn’t mean that we will halt 
producing the smaller packs,” she said.

Apart from the newly launched 5kg, 
Bwana Sukari is also available in 50kg, 
25kg, 1kg, 350g and 160g.

According to Trade and Industry 
Minister, Innocent Bashungwa, 
Kilombero Sugar Company, TPC 
Limited, Kagera, Mtibwa Estate and 
Manyara were only able to produce a 
total of 298,949 metric tonnes of sugar 
during the 2019/2020 season.

Bashungwa said basing on the fact 
that production was below target, 
the government made a projection of 
sugar gap and issued permits to the 
manufacturers so that they can import 
the product.

KSCL to produce 127,000 tonnes 
of sugar in the 2020/2021 season

All adults who 
have not been 
vaccinated 
for hepatitis B 
should undertake 
the screening so 
that those who 
will test positive 
will be linked to 
the appropriate 
services and 
those who will 
test negative be 
ready to receive 
three shots 
of hepatitis B 
vaccine
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War against malnutrition 
calls for approach change

T
ANZANIANS have lately 
been called upon to wage 
a more vigorous war on 
malnutrition, especially 

on the part of parenting mothers. 
The call was directed at enhancing 
breastfeeding as well as adding 
nutritious foods for under-fives.

This appeal is timely because this 
is an issue that just should not end up 
on the shelves after some discussion, 
owing to its urgency. It belongs to the 
sort of questions that are said to be 
cross-cutting, with no sector-based 
answer.

Tanzania Food and Nutrition Centre 
(TFNC) officials made call towards the 
end of last week at a media training 
session in Morogoro, where the focus 
was on the development impact of 
child nutrition.

One researcher with the agency 
said that, apart from the matter 
of breastfeeding and nutrition 
generally being an economic 
development foundation, better 
nutrition contributes immensely to 
the development of health levels and 
therefore to community development 
generally.

Other experts meanwhile rightly 
point out that poor nutrition at 
the start of life – in the form of lack 
of breastfeeding – leads to serious 
drawbacks.

Indeed, the efforts that parents, 
teachers and subsequently the 
community at large put into developing 
the necessary skills and the right 
attitudes among the youth become all 
the more complicated owing to this 
missing link at the start of life.

Child nutrition determines the 
manner in which cognitive and other 
performance motors in babies will be 
formed and catch up with the relevant 
age brackets. This situation, when 
viewed in a classroom situation, is 
called stunting – implying a dwarfing of 
cognitive abilities.

There is a sense in which this 
problem transcends the purview of 

the Health, Community Development, 
Gender, Elderly and Children, however 
grand or well-intentioned its plans to 
generate educative and media teaching 
kits and other tools on the issue may 
be.

One vital aspect of this effort is that 
the programmes must incorporate the 
needs of children’s health upkeep in 
the family and in schools.

It is a signal that the ministry, perhaps 
in association with local government 
authorities, ought to do more in using 
schools as a ladder in the fight against 
malnutrition.

When efforts are directed at 
nursery schools, before resources 
are augmented to include primary 
schools, something could be done at 
that level.

Various global agencies have raised 
worries about current trends with 
regard to child under-nutrition and 
its onerous impacts for the present 
and the future. They could hopefully 
do more if their role in directing or 
managing such efforts is clearer and 
more vivid.

It means that civil society bodies 
ought to play a greater part in that 
direction, specifically in that they can 
– and actually do – work directly with 
such agencies.

One TFNC researcher underlined 
the importance of investing more 
noticeably in nutrition after the 
country has attained a middle-income 
status, as well as in efforts to attain the 
2025 National Development Vision and 
the 17 global Sustainable Development 
Goals. 

Still, NGOs ought to craft ways of 
actually reaching children, first in 
nursery schools especially in under-
served urban and rural areas and 
thereafter in primary and secondary 
schools.

We seriously need to combat the 
30-33 per cent levels of stunting when 
children enter primary school. That 
would promise much more of the 
expected impact.

M
OST reflections on 
Benjamin William 
Mkapa’s career have 
focused on his work in 

his capacity as Tanzania’s President 
and, to an extent, as an international 
peacemaking stalwart in the region.

Reflecting on his death, various 
leaders of political parties in Zanzibar 
have said they will remember and hold 
the late leader in high esteem. The 
key reason they give is that during his 
leadership he upheld the multiparty 
system by building strong foundations 
that ensured Tanzania stood firmly as a 
peaceful political landscape.

Officials of at least two political 
parties with a significant presence in 
Zanzibar, on Pemba Island in particular, 
recollected the anguish of the January 
2001 post-poll crisis and how Mkapa – 
then Tanzania’s President – worked to 
bring about a reconciliation agreement.

The move has since served as the 
blueprint, for instance, in the formation 
of a government of national unity – 
which has now become an aspect of 
the Zanzibar Constitution as the spirit 
is still upheld.

As president, Mkapa worked hard 
to build on the foundations laid by his 
predecessors – Mwalimu JK Nyerere 
and Alhaj Ali Hassan Mwinyi – to 
move our country from a one-party 
democracy to a multiparty state. 
Admittedly, though – just as in other 
African and developing countries – it 
hasn’t been an easy task.

As the history of democracy in 
ancient Europe clearly shows, there is a 
tendency for democracy to be abused 
when it is unfettered, and when there 
are new restrictions on expression, 
they are decried as an infringement on 
civil rights.

In classical discussions on 
democracy in developing countries, 
the problem is sometimes explained 
as a trade-off between development 
and democracy.

While political ideologies combine 
the two ethical views into one objective 
of development based on democracy, 
in practice it is seldom that simple.

That is precisely why criticism of 
the government ought to take into 
account this discrepancy: that when 
people are left to organise and conduct 
themselves as they please, there are 
times when peace finds itself in peril.

There are distinctive challenges 
leaders may have to contend with, even 
without the ruling party being replaced. 
The party undergoes transformations 
on account of a changed environment 
and how to meet contending demands 
all strongly represented on political 
platforms but without endangering 
underlying unity.

The primary issue that enables 
the country’s leadership to put right 
what might not be working properly 
is policy strategy and governance 
reforms, which are always marked by 
leaders’ inclinations and convictions, 
for which –we must remember – they 
get blessings to rule.

Circumstances give a country the 
leadership it either needs or deserves. 
At times problems in a country become 
worse before they get better.

Surely, as Mkapa once said when 
foreign agencies were blasting 
his government for tendencies 
of corruption in foreign aid 
administration, it takes two to tango.

A good government is not possible 
without good citizens. So, as Mwalimu 
Nyerere would repeatedly declare: ‘it 
can be done if you play your part’.

We ought to remember Mkapa’s 
role in Zanzibar’s reconciliation

By Kaddu Kiwe Sebunya

O
NE of the leading economic 
casualties of the Covid-19 
outbreak is tourism. The 
impacts in Africa from a 

decimated tourism industry will have 
ripple effects into rural communities 
and wildlife conservation across the 
continent.

As Africa’s leaders grapple with 
how to best protect and save lives 
while avoiding financial ruin. But 
tourism, one of the continent’s leading 
industries, is meanwhile carrying the 
most onerous economic, social and 
environmental burden.

The United Nations World Tourism 
Organisation predicts that this year 
could see global international tourist 
arrivals decline by anything between 
20 and 30 per cent.

Tourism in Africa was the second-
fastest-growing industry pre-Covid-19, 
with projected growth of 55 per cent 
between 2017 and 2027.

Much of this growth was expected to 
benefit the wildlife economy through 
payments for park management and 
community conservation as well as 
jobs for 23 million Africans – many of 
whom live in wildlife rich rural areas.

Revenue streams of many of 
the agencies managing protected 
areas – the backbone of biodiversity 
conservation — have been significantly 
eroded by the coronavirus pandemic.

The South African National Parks 
authority, for example, closed tourism 
facilities in support of the Covid-19 
lockdown and future bookings are 
being cancelled.

Zimbabwe’s Parks Authority is 
entirely dependent on tourism 
revenues for its operations, money 
that has disappeared with the closing 
of iconic sites like the Victoria Falls.  
Poverty rates are already spiking in 
rural communities dependent on 
wildlife for their livelihoods.

These impacts compound hardships 
stemming from locust infestations in 
Kenya, Uganda and Ethiopia as well as a 
series of severe weather events, floods 
and droughts linked to a changing 
climate.

The hole in the budgets for people 
and parks is coming at a time when 
we need conservation efforts more 
than ever. Experts agree that healthy 
ecosystems are essential to mitigating 
risks of spillovers of novel infectious 
diseases like Covid-19.

Rich and healthy biodiversity and 
ecosystems provide us with food, 
medicines, wood energy, and one of the 
scarcest resources of all, clean water.

“Supporting wildlife tourism means 
supporting healthy economies and 
individual livelihoods designed to 

thrive and respect planetary and 
environmental boundaries.”

Most African parks and 
conservancies rely on revenues from 
tourism and other wildlife economies 
to run their operations. The African 
Wildlife Foundation is convening 
protected areas directors from across 
the continent to better understand the 
current difficulties they are facing and 
strengthen the response to the current 
crisis and enhance management 
capacities across the board.

These conservation leaders are 
highlighting the precarious situation 
brought about by Covid-19, with 
most directors confirming that the 
frequency of patrols have decreased 
owing to limited resources available 
following national lockdown measures. 

Some managers have reported that 
they only have three months’ worth 
of funding reserves, after which they 
might have to cut some programs for 
protected areas entirely.

Conservation in Africa also receives 
important funding from external 
sources such as public sector giving 
and private donations, which helps 
to fill the gap between the required 
budgets for conservation management 
and income generated from tourism.

Conservation may be cushioned for a 
time if there are government reserves, 
but these are likely to be very limited, 
and will not last long.

Yet, with unprecedented demands 
on government resources to tackle 
more immediate and pressing health 
concerns, there is apprehension that 
resources for biodiversity conservation 
may be constrained.

As the tourism industry faces an 
uncertain future, political and financial 
support targeted at the sector is going 
to be particularly needed.

In South Africa, the Department 
of Tourism is offering eligible small-, 
micro- and medium-sized enterprises 
to apply for a share of the R200 million 
($10.6 million) Tourism Relief Fund, 
which we welcome.

The G-20 and International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) both announced debt relief 
plans to free up over $20 billion for the 
world’s lowest-income countries this 
year. But some experts say this merely 
kicks the can down the road.

Furthermore, the debt relief agreed 
by the G20 and IMF for low-income 
nations – many of them African – is 
also a step in the right direction and 
will offer some much-needed fiscal 
breathing space for governments, 
although not all African economies are 
covered and so is not comprehensive.

The European Union’s proposition in 
its Global Response to Covid-19, which 
recognises that countries relying on 
tourism will be among the hardest hit, 
is another encouraging step forward.

But it does not address this specific 
challenge in its financial response to 
the current crisis, which the African 
Wildlife Foundation (AWF) believes is a 
missed opportunity to support a sector, 
which was the second-fastest-growing 
industry on the continent pre-Covid-19.

Emergency funds to cushion 
protected areas, revive the tourism 
sector, and provide a safety net for 
communities dependent on wildlife 
economies are needed urgently.

International partners should 
support the wildlife tourism industry 
to address the social and economic 
consequences of the outbreak.

Supporting wildlife tourism means 
supporting healthy economies and 
individual livelihoods designed to 
thrive and respect planetary and 
environmental boundaries. This in 

turn encourages the regeneration of 
nature and the equitable distribution 
of benefits.

African protected areas are unique 
on this planet, exquisitely beautiful, 
and home to iconic species that attract 
domestic and international tourists.

Wildlife forms the foundation of 
Africa’s natural ecosystems. Wildlife-
based tourism employs 9.3 million 
Africans directly and indirectly.

These jobs support livelihoods and 
local economies in places where there 
are few other options and thereby 
incentivise people to protect the space 
needed for diverse species and healthy 
animal populations to thrive.

In this regard, AWF held a listening 
session with tourism business leaders 
in Africa who expressed anxiety on the 
inevitable inability to honour payment 
of land leases to local communities 
in several conservancies where they 
operate.

Inability to make these payments 
will lead to communities unduly 
encroaching into wildlife spaces and 
running the risk of being uncomfortably 
close to animals that harbour diseases, 
like Covid-19, that can jump to humans.

As an organisation, AWF intends 
to work alongside other like-minded 
institutions to crusade for tourism and 
wildlife reforms the world over.

•	 Kaddu Kiwe Sebunya is the 
chief executive officer of the African 
Wildlife Foundation, where he leads 
the vision of an Africa where human 
development includes thriving 
wildlife and extensive wild lands 
as a cultural and economic asset 
for Africa’s future generations. He 
has over 20 years’ experience in 
conservation at grassroots, national 
and regional levels in the US, Africa 
and Europe.

Collapse of Africa’s tourism industry 
hits rural communities, wildlife hard
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By Correspondent Gerald 
Kitabu

Dar es Salaam key envi-
ronmental stakeholders 
responsible for the man-
agement of environment 
have cited lack of the 
Environmental Appeals 
Tribunal as one of the 
challenges facing proper 
and effective governance 
of the environment and 
sanitation.

Speaking in Dar e Sa-
laam during stakeholders’ 
meeting on Urban out-
reach for the protection 
of social-economic and 
environmental rights fac-
ing women, youth, girls, 
and the general public 
(urbanites) through legal 

empowerment strategies, 
they said lack of envi-
ronmental tribunals has 
diminished opportuni-
ties for aggrieved stake-
holders to table their 
concerns to the tribunal 
which according to EMA 
is the appellate jurisdic-
tion.

The meeting was or-
ganised and conducted in 
Dar es Salaam by Lawyers 
Environmental Action 
Team (LEAT).

Environmental Health 
Officer at Kinondoni Mu-
nicipal Council Dioniz 
Mulindwa explained that 
the Environmental Ap-
peals Tribunal would 
help to fast track impor-

tant cases such as   envi-
ronmental polluters who 
are on the increase. 

“For this Urban out-
reach for the protection 
of social-economic and 
environmental rights to 
effectively work out, we 
would like to remind the 
government that  there is 
a need to urgently revive 
this tribunal, he said.

It should be noted that 
the Environmental Man-
agement Act No 20, of 
2004, through section 
204 established the Envi-
ronmental Appeals Tribu-
nal. Respectively sections 
205 to 212 stipulate provi-
sions on source of fund of 
the tribunal, jurisdiction 
of the tribunal, proceed-
ing of tribunal, awards of 
the tribunal, appeals to 
high court, immunity of 
members of the tribunal, 
remuneration of mem-
bers of tribunal and the 
appointment of the Reg-
istrar.

Health Officer Evarist 
Shio from Kinondoni Mu-
nicipal Council explained 
that for Dar es Salaam 
residents to live in clean 
environment, the govern-
ment must enforce laws 
governing the environ-
ment.

“Our laws are good but 
they are lacking enforce-
ment. There is laxity and 
that’s why environmental 
polluters, especially in 
urban areas and big cit-
ies are on the increase. 
Sometimes when taken 
to these normal courts, 
the environment pollut-
ers are normally set free, 
they are left to walk free 
without heavy punish-
ment. This discourages 
some committed govern-
ment officials implement-
ing cleanliness activities,” 
he said.  

It should also be noted 
that the tribunal is not 
a new thing. There are 
other countries with en-
vironmental courts and 
tribunals. South Wales, 
Australia, Land and En-
vironment Court, India’s 
National Green Tribunal 
and the Environmen-
tal Courts of Kenya – are 
outstanding examples of 
such courts and tribunals.

Kinondoni Street Ex-
ecutive officer Rahma 
Tagalile called on the gov-
ernment to conduct land 
use plan to stop mush-
rooming of squatters in 
urban areas and big Cit-
ies.

“It is very difficult to 
conduct fruitful clean-
liness operation in un-
planned settlements. In-
stallment of sanitation 
facilities and services 
are also difficult.   Unless 
these squatters stopped, 
this cleanliness work will 
be difficult in some ar-
eas,” she said. 

Sakina Jumanne said 
there is a need for educa-
tion campaigns and creat-
ing awareness to all Dar 
es Salaam residents   and 
executives so that they 
can speak the same lan-
guage.

Forest Officer from 
Kinondoni Municipal 
Council Paschal Lameck 
called on the government 
to supervise properly the 
exercise of planting trees.  
He said several times, 
big tree planting cam-
paigns and programmes 
are launched in rural, ur-
ban and in big cities but 
they end up bearing no 
desired fruit due to lack 
of proper management   

plan and supervision. 
The “Urban outreach 

for the protection of 
social-economic and en-
vironmental rights fac-
ing women, youth, girls, 
and the general public 
(urbanites) through legal 
empowerment strategies 
in Dar es Salaam” is a two-
year project implement-
ed by LEAT in the five 
municipalities of Dar es 
Salaam region. The pro-
ject is funded by the Legal 
Services Facility (LSF), 
an independent, not-for-
profit non-governmental 
organisation that strives 
to increase access to jus-
tice for all, in particular 
for women.

According to Project co-
ordinator from LEAT Paul 
Warioba, this  project 
aims to legally empower 
urbanites living in Dar 
es Salaam and also poor 
urban communities and 
their rights to live in a 
clean environment.

It also aims at strength-
ening capacities of urban 
authorities in enforce-
ment of environmental 
laws and regulations. 
Among many, the pro-
ject runs action oriented 
meetings with environ-
mental stakeholders, rais-
es community awareness 
through the use of radio, 
television, films and so-
cial media.

He said the project also 
conducts dialogues, and 
offers free legal aid to 
those facing injustices in 
the environment sphere. 
So far, the project has 
run debates in different 
municipalities with the 
aim of addressing envi-
ronmental challenges 
that diminish chances 
for individuals to access 
justice. As the wave of 
techno-savvy individuals 
is increasing the project 
has also developed the 
Mazingira App which is 
available to Android us-
ers through Play Store.

Explaining activities 
conducted in Dar es Sa-
laam, Warioba said that 
there are a series of 
planned activities struc-
tured to bring together 
key environmental stake-
holders responsible for 
the management of the 
environment in Kinon-
doni. Usually the activi-
ties bring together 60 
men and women or more. 
These are the environ-
mental stakeholders rep-
resenting Kinondoni, Ila-
la, and Temeke councils 
and wards. Also in the list 
are Ward Executive Offic-
ers (WEOs), Health Offic-
ers, auxiliary police, mar-
ket representatives, and 
environmental officers 
to deliberate on environ-
mental issues.

LEAT normally use the 
meeting as a platform to 
demonstrate solutions 
at regional scale that en-
hance urban outreach 
for the protection of so-
cial-economic and envi-
ronmental rights, secure 
buy-in of regional stake-
holders in the implemen-
tation of the two-year 
urban outreach for the 
protection of social-eco-
nomic and environmental 
rights.

Obtain commitment 
and understanding for 
maintaining clean public 
spaces; and ensure lo-
cal government internal 
communication and pro-
cedures are effective in 
the management of clean 
public places.

Environment stakeholders stress need 
for tribunal on environmental appeals 

Environment stakeholders representing Kinondoni Municipal Council discuss protection of social, economic and 
environmental rights recently. Photo by Correspondent Gerald Kitabu 
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By Sarah Zhang

In the US, the Trump ad-
ministration’s Operation 
Warp Speed is helping sev-
eral vaccine makers invest in 
manufacturing facilities while 
these trials are ongoing.

This could reduce the lag 
time between the approval 
and the availability of a vac-
cine, since companies might 
otherwise wait for FDA ap-
proval before scaling up man-
ufacturing. But making hun-
dreds of millions of doses is 
still a considerable challenge, 
especially for a novel vaccine.

The leading Covid-19 vac-
cine candidates rely on tech-
nology that has never been 
used before in approved vac-
cines. Moderna’s vaccine, for 
example, is a piece of RNA (ri-
bonucleic acid) that encodes 
a coronavirus protein. Oxford 
and AstraZeneca’s vaccine at-
taches a coronavirus protein 
to a chimpanzee adenovirus. 
Neither has been manufac-

tured before on the necessary 
scale.

Consider what happened 
in 2009, the most recent time 
the world mobilised to pro-
duce vaccines to stop a pan-
demic. The disease was H1N1, 
more commonly known as 
the “swine flu”, and vaccine 
makers had the much simpler 
task of subbing the H1N1 strain 
into the seasonal flu vaccine 
they make every year.

Despite many, many years 
of experience in making flu 
vaccines, the manufacturers 
hit an unexpected snag. Most 
flu vaccines are made from 
viruses grown in chicken eggs, 
and for some reason, the H1N1 
strain did not grow very well 
in the eggs at first. 

“The amounts produced 
from a given amount of eggs 
were much lower than nor-
mal. So that really delayed 
things,” says Goodman, who 
led the FDA’s pandemic re-
sponse in 2009. But once 
millions of doses were in the 

works, Goodman says, there 
weren’t enough facilities that 
could package the bulk vac-
cine into individual vials.

The US Department of 
Health and Human Services 
created a network of fill-and-
finish facilities to address this 
problem in the future. Right 
now, Operation Warp Speed 
is also awarding contracts 
for making the millions of sy-
ringes and glass vials needed 
to package a Covid-19 vaccine.

Demoralising scenario 
possible

Without careful planning 
on these fronts, the US could 
run into a demoralising sce-
nario where vaccines are 
available but there is no way 
to physically get them to peo-
ple.

Even if all of this goes well 
– the earliest candidates are 
effective, the trials conclude 
quickly, the technology works 
– another huge task lies ahead.

This is that when vaccines 

are approved, 300 million 
doses will not be available 
all at once, and a system is 
needed to distribute limited 
supplies to the public. This is 
exactly the sort of challenge 
that the US government has 
proved unprepared for in this 
pandemic.

In the case of the H1N1 pan-
demic, the US government 
purchased the vaccines and 
allocated doses to state and 
local health departments, 
which in turn vaccinated 
people through mass clinics 
as well as employers, schools, 
hospitals, pharmacies and 
doctor’s offices.

Nationwide, the pro-
gramme eventually vacci-
nated about a quarter of all 
Americans – with demand 
falling because the pandemic 
itself peaked not long after the 
vaccine became available.

The 2009 vaccination pro-
gramme was built on the in-
frastructure of the Vaccines 
for Children Programme, in 

which the CDC buys and dis-
tributes vaccines to states for 
children who usually are un-
insured or on Medicaid.

Immunisation managers 
working in these programmes 
are well versed in the intrica-
cies of vaccine storage and 
distribution, such as main-
taining a cold chain for vac-
cines that could become inef-

fective at room temperature. 
But because they work with 
children’s vaccines, they deal 
mostly with paediatricians’ 
offices.

“We didn’t have relation-
ships with hospitals and 
internists and people who 
vaccinated adults,” says Kelly 
Moore, who was the director 
of the Tennessee Immunisa-

Much hope riding on a breakthrough, but vaccine is only beginning of end (Part 2)
tion Programme in 2009.

In August that year, two 
months before they got their 
first shipment of the vaccine, 
Moore’s team created a sign-
up on the state immunisa-
tion registry and sent out a 
newsletter every Friday with 
updates and training modules 
for handling vaccines.

“Unfortunately,” says 
Moore, “that network has not 
been maintained because we 
haven’t had other vaccines to 
send them in 11 years”.

Contact information is out 
of date. Rebuilding this net-
work for adults will be even 
more important with Cov-
id-19. Although the H1N1 vac-
cine was recommended for 
all ages, the focus was on chil-
dren, for whom the flu was 
particularly dangerous. The 
opposite is true of Covid-19, 
which is more of a threat to 
older adults.

Some of the leading Cov-
id-19 vaccine candidates could 
also pose new logistical chal-
lenges, if they require storage 
at temperatures as low as -80 
degrees Celsius or multiple 
doses to be effective.

In fact, a Covid-19 vaccine 
will quite likely require two 
doses; the first primes the im-
mune system, allowing the 
second to induce a stronger 
immune response. Officials 
would have to balance giving 
one dose to as many people as 
possible and giving a second 
dose to those who already 
had one.

“That was a complication 
we didn’t face in 2009, and we 
were so grateful,” says Moore.

The CDC took the lead in 
distributing H1N1 vaccines in 
2009 but Claire Hannan, the 
executive director of the As-
sociation of Immunisation 
Managers, says the agency has 
been oddly silent about plans 
for a Covid-19 vaccine since 
April.

“Initially, we were having 
planning calls with CDC right 
away. And then nothing,” she 
says, adding: “We continue to 
ask CDC these many, many 
questions. And they don’t 
know.”

She says she has unsuccess-
fully tried to get in touch with 
Operation Warp Speed, which 
has suggested that the Depart-
ment of Defence may also get 
involved in vaccine distribu-
tion.

The CDC’s Advisory Com-
mittee on Immunisation Prac-
tices is also normally respon-
sible for recommendations 
on how to prioritise vaccines. 
The committee, which is 
composed of outside experts, 
last met in late June and dis-
cussed prioritising vaccines 
for health-care workers, the 
elderly and those with under-
lying conditions.

The committee also consid-
ered prioritising vaccination 
by race, given the racial dis-
parities in Covid-19 cases. But 
now the National Academy of 
Medicine is convening a panel 
on the same topic, which is 
again causing confusion about 
who is responsible for making 
these decisions.

In 2009, Moore’s job was to 
put the CDC advisory commit-
tee’s recommendations into 
practice. Two or three times a 
week, she would get an email 
from the CDC’s vaccine dis-
tributor letting her know the 
number of doses available for 
her entire state.

In practice, though, an 
initial shipment of vaccines 
might not be enough to cover 
everyone in even the highest 
priority group, such as health-
care workers.

It was up to people like 
Moore to decide which hospi-
tal got how many doses, with 
the promise of more on the 
way next week. Then indi-
vidual hospitals administered 
the actual vaccines to their 
employees based on priority 
status. This system is meant 
to be flexible and responsive 
to local conditions, but it also 
means that the availability of 

a vaccine might seem to vary 
from place to place.

For example, Emily Brun-
son, an anthropologist at Tex-
as State University who stud-
ies vaccines, says that in 2009 
there were cases in which one 
district interpreted recom-
mendations strictly, giving the 
vaccine only to high-priority 
groups, while a neighbouring 
district offered it to anyone 
who wanted it.

The decision to distribute 
the vaccine through employ-
ee health centres in New York, 
which happened to include 
several Wall Street firms, also 
caused a big backlash.

“There are many ways that 
things can be misinterpreted,” 
Brunson says. And during an 
initial shortage, these deci-
sions can feel unfair – espe-
cially given tensions seeded 
earlier in the pandemic when 
the rich and the famous were 
getting Covid-19 tests while 
ordinary people were being 
turned away at clinics.

If the pandemic so far is any 
indication, a vaccination pro-
gramme is likely to take place 
against a backdrop of parti-
sanship and misinformation.

Already, conspiracy theo-
ries are spreading about a 
Covid-19 vaccine, some of 
them downright outlandish. 
But the emphasis on speed – 
as in “Operation Warp Speed” 
– has also created real worries 
about vaccines being rushed 
to market.

At a recent congressional 
hearing with five vaccine 
makers, company officials 
had to repeatedly push back 
against the idea that the in-
dustry might cut corners for a 
Covid-19 vaccine.

“We’re going to be in a situ-
ation where some people will 
be desperate to get the vac-
cine and some people will be 
afraid to get the vaccine. And 
there’ll be probably a lot of 
people in between who are a 
little bit of both or not sure,” 
says Michael Stoto, a public-
health researcher at George-
town University.

A vaccine, especially a 
novel one that doesn’t offer 
complete protection against 
Covid-19, will require careful 
communication about risk.

“The fact that we can’t 
get ourselves straight about 
wearing masks will make that 
harder,” Stoto notes. Given the 
number of Americans who 
are currently unsure of – or 
opposed to – getting a Covid-19 
vaccine, Anthony Fauci, the 
director of the National Insti-
tute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases, has warned that 
even a vaccine might not get 
the country to herd immunity 
if too many people refuse it.

For the Americans pinning 
their hopes on a vaccine, a 
botched rollout could feel like 
yet another example of failure 
in the time of Covid-19. That 
could have disastrous conse-
quences lasting well beyond 
the pandemic itself.

Brunson worries that such 
a scenario could undermine 
trust in public-health exper-
tise and in all vaccines. “Both 
of those would be disasters,” 
she says, “in addition to the 
COVID itself being a disaster.”

She says it could mean, for 
example, further resurgences 
of vaccine-preventable dis-
eases such as measles and an 
even bigger challenge when 
battling future pandemics.

For all the uncertainties that 
remain ahead for a Covid-19 
vaccine, several experts were 
willing to make one predic-
tion. “I think the question that 
is easy to answer is: ‘Is this vi-
rus going to go away?’ And the 
answer to that is, ‘No’,” says 
Karron, the vaccine expert at 
Johns Hopkins.

The coronavirus is already 
too widespread. A vaccine 
could still mitigate severe 
cases; it could make Covid-19 
easier to live with. The virus is 
likely here to stay, but eventu-
ally, the pandemic will end.

                    • The Atlantic
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By Francis Kajubi
THE Bank of Tanzania governing 

board and management have been 
called upon to devise appropriate 
ways to ensure that consumers of fi-

nancial services are protected against 
hiked interest rates charged by finan-
cial institutions.

A statement issued yesterday and 
signed by BoT Governor, Professor 
Florens Luoga expressed concern over 

BoT’s committee on 
monetary policy for 
reduction in interest 
rates for consumers

continued hiked inter-
est rates being charged 
by financial institution 
including commercial 
banks.

The MPC which met 
last Friday to review per-
formance of the econo-
my in the country, said 
there have been poor im-
pact of financial services 
which offer loans to con-
sumers due to unrealistic 
and hiked interest rates 
charged by lenders.

“High interest rates 
have negative impacts on 
growth of financial ser-
vices and its beneficiar-
ies hence holding back 
economic growth par-
ticularly of the private 
sector,” the MPC said in 
its statement. Notwith-
standing, the committee 
observed with concern 
the sluggishness in the 
pace of reduction of in-
terest rates among com-
mercial banks in the 

market.
According to BoT’s 

Monthly Economic Re-
view for June, interest 
rates charged by banks 
on loans and those of-
fered on deposits exhib-
ited a general declining 
trend, reflecting the 
impact of sustained ac-
commodative monetary 
condition but the MPC 
sees it as discouraging 
borrowers.

The Central Bank stat-
ed that overall lending 
rate decreased by 38 ba-
sis points to 16.83 percent 
from 17.21 percent in the 
corresponding month 
of 2019 while one-year 
lending rate declined by 
22 basis points to 16.86 
percent as deposit rates 
softened to an average 
of 6.8 percent from 7.35 
percent recorded in the 
corresponding month of 
2019. One-year deposit 
rate declined to 8.57 per-

cent from 8.75 percent 
registered during the pe-
riod.

The MPC observed 
that despite the impact 
of the novel coronavirus 
on some few sectors such 
as tourism and enter-
tainment, the economy 
performed satisfactorily. 
During the first quarter 
of 2020, output grew by 
5.7 percent, mainly driv-
en by construction, ag-
riculture, transport and 
mining.  

“The external sector 
was sustainable and cur-
rent account balance im-
proved due to increased 
exports of gold and cash-
ew nut and moderate oil 
prices. Growth of money 
supply was on target at 
around 10 percent, while 
credit to the private sec-
tor grew moderately be-
tween 5-6 percent,” the 
MPC statement noted.

The committee noted 

that the global economy 
is projected to be weak 
in 2020, growing by -4.9 
percent, attributable to 
adverse impact of COV-
ID-19 pandemic on econ-
omies with all economic 
blocs projected to expe-
rience negative growth 
of varying degrees with 
economic recovery pro-
jected to be more gradual 
than anticipated in 2021.  

“The country has 
graduated to lower mid-
dle income status, with 
Gross Nation Income per 
capita of U$1,080. This 
achievement provides 
additional space to ac-
cess non-concessional 
loans and attract foreign 
investments,” the MPC 
added. The country has 
also gained reputation 
and credibility in imple-
mentation of policies 
and strategies to achieve 
Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals.

Concern 

Bank of Tanzania Governor Professor Florens Luoga. 

JOHANNESBURG 
Anglo American has giv-

en itself two to three years 
to dispense with its South 
African thermal coal ex-
port mines. This is in line 
with a response to ques-
tions at a virtual annual 
general meeting this year in 
which Anglo also disclosed 
that the divestment would 
be partial; that is, through 
a demerger with the new 
company floated on the 
JSE.

However, the intention 
is to get on with the job in 
a much shorter timeframe 
than three years. “Once 
you’ve made the decision, 
you’re better off getting on 
with it and the demerger 
route was the quickest 

route from our point of 
view,” said Mark Cutifani, 
CEO of Anglo American, in 
an interview with finweek.

According to Cutifani, 
one benefit of the demerg-
er route is that it cuts down 
on red tape compared with 
a trade sale. “You’re hand-
ing back a share, so share-
holders can make their 
own decisions about what 
they want to do with that 
share. It’s got less govern-
ment issues, and the gov-
ernment is pleased to see a 
local listing.”

Cutifani is perhaps mind-
ful of the route taken by 
South32, the Australia- 
headquartered company, 
which announced the sale 
of its SA coal assets in 2018 

but has yet to complete the 
transaction. (It’ll be done 
by way of a trade sale to 
Seriti Resources.) Or the 
12 months taken to sell 
his firm’s domestic assets, 
which was also to Seriti Re-
sources.

“That was the main issue: 
you’ve got at least 12 years 
life (of assets) so you’ve giv-
en the opportunity for that 
to be successful and at the 
same time we’re not trying 
to dictate to the country 
about what they should do 
with their natural resourc-
es,” Cutifani says.

He adds that he’s still 
open to a trade sale, but 
the offers would have to be 
from companies that Anglo 
could trust would not lead 

to recrimination later down 
the line. The last thing An-
glo needs is selling to a buy-
er who’d mismanage the 
legacy risks and therefore 
invite criticism from gov-
ernment as well as civil or-
ganisations. Having an ESG 
(environment, social and 
governance) issue blow up 
in your face is as damaging 
to mining companies these 
days as missing production 
guidance.       

Interestingly, two of the 
companies most likely to 
tick that box in the event of 
a trade sale happening are 
Seriti and Menar Holdings. 
At face value, however, nei-
ther appear particularly 
interested in adding more 
coal to their respective as-

set bases. “We are going to 
take over several business-
es that are not in coal,” said 
Mike Teke, CEO of Seriti 
Resources, in an interview 
with Bloomberg News ear-
lier in July. “I want us to 
build a strong, formidable 
mining company.”

Menar’s managing di-
rector, Vuslat Bayoglu, is 
of a similar mind. Menar, 
a Luxembourg-registered 
company with plans to take 
its thermal coal production 
to 20m tonnes by 2022, an 
investment of some R7bn, 
has eyes for the manga-
nese sector and is also drill-
ing for gold in Kyrgyzstan. 
“Funding a coal-mining 
project is now a big chal-
lenge,” says Bayoglu. “If An-

glo runs a process (to sell 
its coal assets) we would be 
interested, but I’m not sure 
we’d do a big due diligence 
on it,” he says.

Menar ran a close second 
to Seriti for the South32 
coal assets. Bayoglu thinks 
in manganese there’s an 
opportunity to seize on 
the fact that several exist-
ing producers are taking 
organic growth via under-
ground mining, which is 
more costly than a new 
open-pit mine such as Me-
nar is contemplating.

Manganese is used in the 
steelmaking sector, where 
it’s a strengthening agent. 
Another coal product – 
metallurgical coal – is also 
used to make steel. While 

metallurgical coal doesn’t 
have the pollutant proper-
ties normally associated 
with its thermal brother, its 
life in modern society may 
be limited, says Cutifani.

“We still think that metal-
lurgical coal has got a good 
future, but by 2035 it will 
be getting tougher there as 
well because the hydrogen 
technologies will be taking 
over in steelmaking,” he 
says. Companies like Anglo 
are trying to figure out how 
existing streams of cash-
flow attached to minerals 
like thermal and metallur-
gical coal, among others, 
are going to be either engi-
neered out of existence, or 
not wanted by its customer 
and consumer base.

With its significant fund-
ing headwinds and the way 
in which society has turned 
against the fuel, thermal 
coal’s days look numbered 
in the long term. The chal-
lenge for Anglo is moving 
forward in a way that does 
it right by stakeholders 
who rely on thermal coal.

“As I said, you can do a 
runner, and I’ve seen com-
panies do that, but people 
remember,” says Cutifani. 
“We’ve done a lot of think-
ing about how to do this 
and we think we’ve come 
up with the right solution 
that ticks each of the stake-
holder boxes. Hopefully, 
people remember we did it 
the right way.”

Diversification 

Anglo American to exit thermal coal in South Africa 
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STOCKHOLM, Sweden

IT has been described as the first major interna-
tional sports scandal, and still resonates more than 
a century later.

Jim Thorpe, a Native American who seemed to 
excel at every sport he tried, was seen as one of 
the world’s top athletes after winning gold medals 
in the decathlon and pentathlon at the 1912 Stock-
holm Olympics. Some of his performances went 
unmatched for decades.

The King of Sweden was certainly impressed.
“Sir,” King Gustav V told Thorpe, “you are the 

greatest athlete in the world.”
Thorpe was welcomed back to the United States 

with a ticker-tape parade in New York. Instantly, he 
become a celebrity.

Then, months later, the cruel kicker.
It was discovered that Thorpe, hoping to get 

scouted for the major leagues, had played minor 
league baseball over two summers in North Caro-

lina, an infringement of the strict Olympic amateur-
ism rules of the time. He was stripped of his gold 
medals.

“It hurt him deeply,” Kate Buford, author of 2010 
book “Native American Son: The Life and Sporting 
Legend of Jim Thorpe,” told The Associated Press. 
“The shame and shock of what was the first and big-
gest international sports scandal was like a night-
mare that never ended.”

Thorpe would go on to play professional football 
and baseball and, to some, remains the greatest all-
around athlete ever. He was voted as the Associated 
Press’ Athlete of the Half Century in a poll in 1950.

Yet, he never got to really cherish those gold med-
als from Stockholm, duplicates of which were given 
to his family by the International Olympic Commit-
tee in 1982 following a campaign by his family and 
supporters but 29 years after Thorpe’s death. His 
Olympic record were not reinstated, though, nor 
was his status as the sole gold medalist of the two 
events.				    AP

2019/20 Premier League 
team of the season

Yanga midfielder, Deus Kaseke (L), negotiates his way past Kagera Sugar fullback, David Luhende, in the 2020 Federation Cup quarterfinal game, which was 
played in Dar es Salaam early this month. Yanga won 2-1. PHOTO; CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

Thorpe’s scandal-tainted 1912 
golds still resonate, amaze

By Correspondent Michael 

Mwebe

THE curtain has come 
down on the 2019/20 Vod-
acom Premier League 
(VPL) season, it is time to 
create the team of the sea-
son from the past year. 

There have been plenty 
of impressive individual 
performers and that is 
what made this campaign 
interesting yet again. Here 
is my pick for team of the 
season in a 4-4-2 formation:

Goalkeeper: Aishi Man-
ula (Simba)

Aishi Manula came un-
der heavy criticism at the 
beginning of the season 
which saw him axed from 
the senior national team, 
but for the fifth season in 
a row he kept more clean 
sheets than any of his peers 
(18).

Biashara United’s young-
ster Daniel Mgore deserves 
an honorable mention for 
racking 17 clean sheets in 
his top flight debut season.

Right-Back: Nicholas 
Wadada (Azam FC)

In a fairly underwhelm-
ing campaign for Azam FC, 
Ugandan right-back Nicho-
las Wadada was one of their 
few bright spots.

He contributed with one 
goal and eight assists for 
Azam FC in the league, in 
the process also maintain-
ing his place in the Uganda 
senior national team, the 
Cranes.

Honourable mentions: 
Shomari Kapombe (Simba), 
Hance Masoud (Coastal 
Union)

Centre-Back: Pascal 
Wawa (Simba)

His timing and sharpness 
all look like they have de-
serted him with age but he 
is still a class apart from his 
peers in the way he is com-
fortable with the ball at his 
feet. While ‘to whom it may 
concern’ clearances are 
still the norm in VPL, Wawa 
stands out in the way he 
helps Simba  build up from 
the back.

Honourable mentions: 
Lamine Moro, Bakari 
Mwamnyeto.

Centre-Back: Yakubu 
Mohamed (Azam FC)

He stands out for his 
all-round defensive excel-
lence. A modern ball play-
ing centre back with the 
needed physicality.

He missed the last 10 
matches of the campaign 
due to travel restrictions 
enforced in Ghana after 
the Coronavirus pandemic 
breakout but his perfor-
mances warrant him a 
place in the team of the 
season.

Left-Back: David 
Luhende (Kagera Sugar)

As well as racking up an 
impressive five assists, Da-
vid Luhende played every 
league game this season for 
Kagera Sugar.

Honourable mentions: 
Mohamed Hussein (Simba), 
Ally Juma (KMC FC)

Central Midfield: Jonas 
Mkude

You are allowed to fault 
him for being reluctant to 
do the dirty work but he 
remains the best holding 
midfielder in the league. 
Gerson Fraga Vieira might 
possess the strength and 
intelligence needed for a 
physical battle but Mkude 
remains the driving force 
in midfield for the League 
champions. He contributed 
two assists and two goals. 

Central Midfield: Cla-
tous Chama ( Simba)

This season, the Zambian 
international once again 
showed why he is regarded 
as one of the imports in the 
Premier League. 

He ended the campaign 
with 10 assists and two 
goals in 30 league appear-
ances.

Right Winger: Ayubu 
Lyanga (Coastal Union)

The winger, who had 
in the past turned out for 
Zambia’s Zanaco, has re-
deemed himself and for the 
second season he showed 
he has the talent to play for 
a better team than Coastal 
Union. 

He scored eight goals, 
and created a further eight 
for his team-mates.

Striker: Meddie Kagere 
(Simba)

Kagere truly is evergreen. 
He became the first player 
to score 20 league goals in 
two consecutive seasons 
when he ended the cam-
paign with 22 strikes to 
his name. Those who are 
discounting Kagere due to 
penalties taken (six) fail 
to mention that excluding 
penalties from his tally, he 
would still be the top scor-
er. He has assisted a further 
seven goals while playing 
six fewer games than last 
season.

Striker: Waziri Shentem-
bo (Mbao FC) 

Waziri scored 13 goals, 
including five in the last 
month of the campaign, as 
Mbao FC avoided direct rel-
egation by the skin of their 
teeth. He scored match 
winners in four games to 
contribute 12 points.

Left Winger: Yusuph 
Mhilu (Kagera Sugar)

Mhilu has been brilliant 
and it would be no sur-
prise if he returns back to 
Yanga who have struggled 
for goals. The speed mer-
chant scored in 12 different 
league games. Only one of 
his 13 goals came via the 
penalty spot.



changed dramatically in the financial be-
havior and so we have to find different 
tools.” Rummenigge is seeking a change 
of heart from France Football, which 
canceled the Ballon d’Or due to the pan-
demic. The player of the year award has 
been given out every year since Stanley 
Matthews won the first one in 1956.

Rummenigge believes Bayern striker 
Robert Lewandowski would have been 

a strong contender to win for the first 
time after scoring 34 goals in the Bundes-
liga, six in the German Cup and 11 in the 
Champions League, where Bayern re-
sumes next month with a 3-0 last-16 lead 
over Chelsea.

“We are not very happy and I believe in 
the end, it’s not very fair,” Rummenigge 
said, “not just for Robert Lewandowski 
because maybe this year he deserved to 

win this golden ball.
All the major European leagues apart 

from France did resume their seasons 
during the pandemic.

“It has to be possible that the golden 
ball is given at the end to the best foot-
baller in the world,” Rummenigge said, 
expressing hope that FIFA continues its 
annual awards.

			   AP
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Full crowds unlikely for 
Premier League until 2021
LONDON

SPORTING venues in England are un-
likely to get the green light to fill to ca-
pacity this year and the entire 2020-21 
Premier League season could be played 
in front of reduced crowds, a senior gov-
ernment adviser has said.

The British government announced 
plans this month to allow spectators at 
selected trial events to “stress test” new 
guidelines.

Cricket was the first sport to bring 
back spectators, with 1,000 fans watch-
ing a friendly between Surrey and 
Middlesex at The Oval on Sunday. The 
World Snooker Championship at the 
Crucible and the Goodwood horse rac-
ing festival are also pilot events. 

“I would be very surprised if we could 
get full stadia back this year,” James 
Calder, who was part of the cross-sport 
working group with government and 
health officials that laid down protocols 

on the return of sports, told the BBC.
“Realistically I think it probably will 

need a vaccine and also a high take-up 
rate of that vaccine before we can really 
see full capacity stadia.”

Calder said it was possible the new 
soccer season might be played in front 
of reduced capacities.

“I think realistically we will be under 
scrutiny for the next year ... and proba-
bly for the rest of the season,” he added.

Calder added that experiments were 
being conducted to determine whether 
chanting and singing at stadiums might 
lead to a greater risk of virus transmis-
sion.

“Now if there is no massive droplet 
spread we can keep within the social 
distancing that we’ve put down for ... the 
Crucible and The Oval,” he said.

“But if it is a problem, then we need to 
rethink the social distancing within the 
stadia, and that becomes very difficult.”

		    (Agencies)

By Bill Connelly, ESPN Staff Writer 

LIVERPOOL made one of the easiest 
title runs in the history of the Premier 
League, clinching the title with seven of 
38 matches remaining. They finished 
the season with 99 points in league play, 
second-most ever after Manchester City, 
who finished 18 points behind the Reds 
in second place this year. Does that level 
of dominance portend a run of titles 
for Jurgen Klopp’s Liverpool, or will the 
league race be a much more competitive 
affair next year? Probably the latter.

This week we will look at each of 
next year’s most likely Premier League 
contenders, their biggest strengths and 
weaknesses moving forward, and what 
they must do to rise to the top of the 
league.

Today, it’s Man City’s turn.
After winning back-to-back league 

titles with a combined 198 points, City’s 
form dipped a bit this term. Pep Guar-
diola’s squad still led the league in goals 
scored, and their overall performance 
level was still absurdly high: they won the 
EFL Cup, went unbeaten in Champions 
League group play and beat Real Madrid 
on the road in the first leg of their round-
of-16 matchup (the second leg will take 
place on Aug. 7).

About once a month, however, they 
suffered a leaky performance, from a 3-2 
defeat at Norwich City in September to a 
1-0 loss at Southampton in July, and those 
hiccups prevented them from sustaining 
a challenge against Liverpool.

Good news: They’re the best team 
on paper

Here’s an odd one for you: Guardiola’s 
City were as dominant as ever this season 
while earning 17 fewer points in league 
play. They won 14 of 38 matches by at 
least three goals; they managed 10 in 
2017-18’s title run and 13 in 2018-19. Their 
best form was maybe the best it’s been 
during Guardiola’s time.

Even despite Liverpool’s lopsided ad-
vantage in the table, City have the best 
goal differential, best expected goal dif-
ferential, best goal differential over the 
first 60 minutes of the match (when your 
game plan is most likely at play) and best 
goal differential over the second half of 
the season. 

All of these things are as or more pre-
dictive of future performance than your 
league point total. In an era of mighty 
possession play, City’s remains the might-
iest: they averaged 8.2 passes per pos-
session, and no one else averaged more 
than 6.6. If we rewound the clock back to 
the start of 2019-20 and played the whole 
season out again, there’s a chance that 
City triumphs. They almost certainly put 
up a better fight, at least.

(Seriously, though, is there a rewind 
button somewhere? The world could re-
ally use one.)

Good news: Regression to the mean 
should be kind

Certain statistics tend to be predictive 
of future improvement and/or regres-
sion. Here are a couple.

Points per game in close matches (de-
cided by 0-1 goals): Jurgen Klopp’s Liver-
pool squad averaged 2.5 points per close 
game this year. Over the past 10 seasons 
in Europe’s big five leagues, only 2013-14 
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Juventus (2.67) averaged more. Almost 
every team that has averaged 2.2 or 
greater in one year has seen their point 
totals sink, sometimes dramatically, the 
next season.

City, meanwhile, went from averaging 
2.1 points per close game in each of the 
last two seasons to only 1.5 this year, fifth 
in the league. That accounts for almost 
all of Liverpool’s league advantage, and it 
will likely right itself to some degree next 
season.

Expected goal differential in losses: 
When you lose, are you losing because 
you were definitively bested, or because 
the sport is packed with funky, dumb 
bounces? Looking at expected goals (xG) 
can help us sort that out a bit: it tells us 
a lot about the quality of chances both 
teams created in a given match, and it 
probably won’t surprise you to learn that 
City generally created better chances 
even when they lost. 

City lost nine times in the league this 
season, though they had an inferior xG 
total in only three: the 3-2 loss to Wolves 
(3.0 vs. 1.9) in December, the 2-0 loss to 
Manchester United in early March (1.4 vs. 
0.8), and the limp 2-1 June loss to Chelsea 
(4.3 vs. 0.9!) that clinched the title for Liv-
erpool.

Even with the whomping by Chelsea, 
City’s XG differential in losses was +0.5 
-- only four teams in the Big Five leagues 
had a higher average (Atalanta, Real 
Madrid, PSG and Napoli), and only two 
other Premier League teams had positive 
averages (Chelsea at +0.2, Manchester 
United at +0.1). It took a lot for City to end 
up with only 81 points, and it probably 
won’t happen again next season.

That’s not to say City’s regression was 
simply due to bad luck, however. Far 
from it.

Bad news: There’s a clear way to beat 
Pep ... sort of

Guardiola has been in the Premier 
League for four seasons now, and while 
he remains one of the only realistic “best 
manager in the world” candidates in ad-
dition to having an obnoxiously expen-
sive roster at his disposal, other teams 
will still figure things out about you over 
time.

His City side is indeed the best posses-
sion team on the planet, and their great-
est strength has inadvertently created 
their greatest weakness.

By dominating the ball so thoroughly, 
they have in a way simplified their oppo-
nents’ game plans. Only a few teams have 
even tried to compete in the possession 
game, instead allowing City to hog the 
ball and then planning the most aggres-
sive counter-attacking possible. That ap-
proach can get you walloped -- again, City 
won more than one-third of its games by 
three-plus goals -- but if you convert your 
few chances before hunkering down and 
weathering the storm, good things can 
happen.

In two league matches against City, 
Manchester United possessed the ball 
only 28% of the time. United won both 
times. Southampton had 26% and split 
the season series, winning one and los-
ing one. Some teams found success go-
ing toe-to-toe -- Liverpool and Chelsea 
both earned three points from City with 
nearly 50% possession, and Wolves won 
twice at 43% -- but City dropped 16 points 
to teams that had less than 32% posses-
sion against them.

In their nine losses, City allowed 20 
goals. Six came from what you would 
generally call open-play situations, four 
came from penalties or set pieces, and 
a staggering 10 came directly from turn-

overs. 
There were four long, breakaway 

counter-attacks from turnovers in the 
defensive half -- Wolves were particularly 
good at these) -- a couple of extreme long-
distance shots from turnovers near mid-
field, and there were four quick goals off 
of turnovers in City’s defensive third.

City’s primary weakness this year 
(transition defense) matched up directly 
with the style most teams attempted to 
employ against them.

Biggest priority: Shoring up the 
transition defense

Even a team with more money than 
most countries’ GDP can find itself 
sucked into an undertow of injury and 
age every now and then. While City al-
lowed the second-fewest goals in the 
league overall in 2019-20, their ability to 
slow opponents’ counter-attacks proved 
inconsistent. 

Center back Aymeric Laporte missed 
most of September through January with 
a knee injury, and when he did play, his 
performance was not quite up to previ-
ous years’ standards. John Stones strug-
gled with both injury and form for much 
of the season, too.

This not only meant that 32-year-old 
Nicolas Otamendi and 35-year-old Fer-
nandinho had to combine for 4,000 
minutes in league play, but it also meant 
that Fernandinho had to move from de-
fensive midfield, which weakened City 
there, too. Few players have better mas-
tered the art of killing counter-attacks 
with a tactical foul like the Brazilian.

Midfielder Rodri, acquired from Atlet-
ico Madrid in 2019 to eventually replace 
Fernandinho, has performed mostly as 
advertised this season; he’s won two-
thirds of his aerials and over half his du-
els, also averaging more than eight ball 
recoveries per 90 minutes, just as he did 
in Spain. But when he has played poorly, 
City have too, and opponents have oc-
casionally been able to overwhelm an 
older-than-intended back line.

Simple returns to form could solve 
some of these issues. Laporte and Stones 
are both 26 and entering their respective 
athletic primes. So is left-back Benjamin 
Mendy, another wonderful but injury-
prone talent. But City do not sit still 
well, and while they have some exciting 
backup plans at fullback -- 26-year-old 
João Cancelo, 23-year-olds Oleksandr 
Zinchenko and Angeliño -- one assumes 
they will be looking to add to the depth 
chart at center-back.

Transfer rumors link virtually every 
good player in the world to City at some 
point or another, but rumors tying City to 
players like Bayern Munich’s David Alaba 
or RB Leipzig’s Dayot Upamecano make 
quite a bit of sense. (In a different way, so 
do rumors linking them to another phys-
ical Atletico midfielder, Thomas Partey.)

Alaba played for Guardiola for three 
seasons at Bayern, and his brilliance -- 
both in build-up play and his ability to 
snuff out counter-attacks -- after moving 
to center back last winter did as much to 
turn Bayern’s season around as anything. 
If he’s looking for a new challenge, he 
could be the missing piece in Manches-
ter.

		  (Agencies)	

How Man City can catch Liverpool 
and return to Premier League summit

LONDON

MANCHESTER United must get a 
better goalkeeper than David de Gea 
if they want to challenge for the Pre-
mier League title, former captain Roy 
Keane has said. 

Calls for De Gea to be dropped have 
grown since his mistakes in the FA 
Cup semi-final saw United beaten by 
Chelsea, and he spilled the ball again 
during Sunday’s 2-0 victory at Leices-
ter City but recovered to deny Jamie 
Vardy. 

Keane said he had “never been a big 
fan” of the Spaniard. 

“He makes far too many mistakes, 
big mistakes that cost United big 
points,” Keane told Sky Sports. 

“... If United want to challenge for 
league titles, they need a better goal-
keeper. They need a change, they’ve 
done it before. I don’t know what the 

big song and dance is about a goal-
keeper, United have been doing it for 
years. 

“Strikers are dropped or sold, same 
with midfielders, but for some reason 
with goalkeepers they think we have 
to stick with the goalkeeper for a bit 
longer than others because of some-
thing they did two or three years ago.” 

Keane pointed to how champions 
Liverpool had loaned German shot-
stopper Loris Karius to Besiktas and 
paid a then world-record fee for Bra-
zilian Alisson. 

“We’ve seen Liverpool get onto an-
other level when they’ve improved 
the goalkeeper,” Keane added. 

“What’s the big deal? If he (De Gea) 
isn’t doing it, he’s making mistakes, 
then make a change. 

“There are good goalkeepers out 
there.” 

		   REUTERS

Manchester United must 
grasp the nettle and axe 
De Gea, says Keane

BERLIN

UEFA “didn’t do a great job” investigat-
ing Manchester City after the English 
club’s two-year ban from European com-
petitions was overturned, Bayern Munich 
chairman Karl-Heinz Rummenigge said 
Monday. 

The Court of Arbitration for Sport ruled 
two weeks ago that some of UEFA’s ac-
cusations of financial violations by City 
could not be proven and others were 
“time-barred” because they did not meet 
a five-year statute of limitations.

It means that City, which finished run-
ner-up in the Premier League, will be able 
to rejoin teams like Bayern in the Champi-
ons League next season.

“I believe the final decision made by 
CAS was an outcome because the UEFA 
panel responsible for Champions League 
matters didn’t do a great job, it’s looking 
like,” Rummenigge said in a video call. 
“What I heard from different sources 
is that it was not good organized in ad-
vance.”

City was still fined 10 million euro ($12 
million) for failing to cooperate with in-
dependent investigators. But CAS could 
not validate allegations that City, which 
is owned by Abu Dhabi’s royal family, 

overstated sponsorship deals and hid the 
source of revenue linked to state-backed 
companies.

The full judgment has yet to be publish. 
In a statement after the verdict, UEFA 
highlighted the “insufficient conclusive 
evidence” presented to CAS but said it 
would not comment further.

“Congrats to the colleagues of Manches-
ter City that they can participate next year 
in Champions League and the year after 
as well,” said Rummenigge, a member of 
the European Club Association’s execu-
tive board.

Bayern recently did business with City, 
buying Leroy Sane in a transfer worth up 
to 60 million euros ($70 million) — one 
of the biggest deals concluded amid the 
financial instability caused by the corona-
virus pandemic

“The transfer market is looking like af-
fected by corona because we had been 
interested to transfer him one year ago 
when the transfer amount was totally dif-
ferent than today,” Rummenigge said. “So 
we are happy that we have been able to 
transfer him now in favor of Bayern Mu-
nich. The only thing it’s looking like that 
the agents are trying to keep their salary 
on a very high level.”

The German champion will miss out on 

cash from its abandoned summer tour of 
China, instead launching a virtual version 
on Monday with sponsor Audi to connect 
fans with the players.

Due to the loss of income from also 
playing games without fans and disrup-
tion to broadcast contracts, UEFA has 
eased its rules for monitoring spending by 
Europe’s top clubs. Two accounting years 
for clubs have effectively been combined 
into one that will be assessed next year.

“I believe, still optimistic that Financial 
Fair Play done in a different way could be 
very helpful to come back on a bit more 
rational basis,” Rummenigge said. “Be-
cause I believe that is a request from our 
supporters and we should listen to them 
as well.”

UEFA’s FFP program requires clubs 
which qualify for European competi-
tions to approach breaking even on their 
spending on transfers and wages against 
commercial income. Club owners are al-
lowed unlimited spending on stadium 
projects and youth training, but not to bail 
out debts. 

Rummenigge said break-even rules 
“maybe should be considered much 
more in future than we did ... in the past, 
but we have to modify Financial Fair 
Play because in the past 10 years, football 

Bayern chair says UEFA ‘didn’t do a great job’ on City case



 

By Correspondent Michael 
Mwebe

NAMUNGO FC head 
coach, Thierry Hitimana, 
has been heavily linked 
with a move to Young Afri-
cans SC (Yanga), however, 
the former Burundian in-
ternational has denied the 
reports.

After leading Namungo 
FC into top flight promo-
tion last season, Hitimana 
guided them into a re-
spectable fourth place fin-
ish in their top flight debut 
season. 

He has led them into a 
memorable Azam Sports 
Federation Cup Final, 
earning them a continen-
tal ticket next season.

Namungo FC will repre-
sent Tanzania in the 2021 
CAF Confederation Cup, 
as the former’s opponents 
in the Federation Cup fi-
nal, Simba, will play in the 
top tier of continental club 
tournaments.

Hitimana was touted as 
a replacement for Yanga 
assistant coach, Boniface 
Mkwasa, who had a frosty 
relationship with head 
coach Luc Eymael who 
parted ways with the club 
on Monday.

The former Biashara 
United coach had a close 
working relationship with 
Eymael while the two were 
both in charge at Rwandan 
club, Rayon Sports. A day after the sacking of Eymael at Yanga, Hitimana who is contracted with 

Namungo FC until the end 
of the season, has rejected 
claims the Jangwani Street 
club are actively pursuing 
him for a possible role in 
the team next season.

He stressed that the sto-
ries amounted to nothing 
more than speculations.

He stated; “ I have no 
contacts with Yanga. I have 
read and heard the news 
in the media just like oth-
ers. At the moment I am 
focused on the Federation 
Cup final against Simba. I 
have to serve as an employ-
ee of the club till the end.”

Namungo are in talks to 
tie down Hitimana to a new 
contract but he explained 
that proper negotiations 
will only take place after 
the Federation Cup final on 
Sunday.

“The contract issue will 
only come after the final. 
The league is over but not 
the season which only ends 
after the Federation Cup fi-
nal. Then we will sit down 
and talk on the way for-
ward,” he noted.

On his side’s preparation 
for the final, Hitimana has 
revealed injury concerns 
with six players who could 
miss the final.  

Namungo FC has seen 
a string of players pick up 
injuries since the restart, 
with key strikers Reliants 
Lusajo and Bigirimana 
Blaise all missing games in 
the closing rounds of the 
campaign.

How Man City can catch Liverpool 
and return to Premier League summit

Comprehensive report, page 19

Namungo FC coach denies Yanga contact 
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CAPE TOWN

NO South African player apart from Im-
ran Tahir will take part in this year’s Carib-
bean Premier League, which is due to start 
on August 18.

Rassie van der Dussen, Tabraiz Shamsi, 
Anrich Nortje, Rilee Rossouw and Colin 
Ingram were unable to confirm travel ar-
rangements in time to be in Trinidad by 
August 1, when CPL organisers wanted all 
participating players to arrive in order to 
fulfil a 14-day quarantine period before the 
tournament begins.

While the CPL had organised a charter 
flight from London to Trinidad, the South 
African players were unable to get to the 
UK in time bearing in mind flight scarcity, 
visa requirements and the obligation to re-
ceive government permission.

Tahir has not been in South Africa 
through the lockdown but in Pakistan, 
where he was playing in the PSL, and has 
been able to travel to the West Indies from 
there.

South Africa remains in lockdown with 
all provincial and international borders 
closed and is expected to only begin eas-

ing travel restrictions after the coronavi-
rus pandemic peak passes at the end of 
September. 

That means the participation of South 
African players in the IPL is also awaiting 
logistical checks, chiefly government per-
mission. 

Similar permission is being sought for 
the national women’s team, who are due 
to play a series in England in September.

While Cricket South Africa will issue its 
players with no-objection certificates, and 
does not intend to organise any bilateral 
cricket during the IPL window, players will 
need to obtain permits to travel and will 
need to consider quarantine regulations. 
The tournament is expected to take place 
from September 19 to November 10, which 
could mean that South African players will 
be required to be away from home from 
early September until early November, 
given pre-tournament training and quar-
antines.

There is also the possibility that they 
will need to isolate for a further 14 days on 
their return home.

			   AGENCIES

Five South Africans to miss 
CPL after failing to confirm 
travel arrangements

Lions Castilla clobber Sandy’s Super Strikers 
in 2020 Nasser Memorial Cricket League  

Namungo FC’s head coach, Thierry Hitimana.

Lions Castilla’s cricketers pictured prior to featuring in a past DRCC Caravans T20 Cup competition’s game, which took place in Dar es 
Salaam.  PHOTO; COURTESY OF LIONS CASTILLA 

By Guardian Reporter

LIONS Castilla cricketers have 
boosted their pursuit of successfull 
spell in the 2020 Kazim Nasser Me-
morial League (KNML)’s Division C 
with a comfortable six-wicket victory 
over Sandy’s Super Strikers at Annadil 
Burhani oval in Dar es last weekend.

Spirited batting displays by the 
eventual winners’ skipper, Chetan 
Borkhataria, his assistant, Atif Salim, 
and Gulraiz Haideri were key to the 
side’s successful chase of their oppo-
nents’ score and the victory.

Lions Castilla won the toss and elect-
ed to bowl, restricting Sandy’s Super 
Strikers to 130 runs for eight wickets 
in 20 overs.

After an early exit of Anand Rajen-
dran, who opened the innings with 
Harsh Desai, the latter managed to 
somewhat extend his presence at the 
crease to post 15 runs which consisted 
of three fours.

Harit Gandhi and Nanda Kumar 
helped Sandy’s Super Strikers pile up 
more runs, posting 22 runs and 17 runs 
respectively.

The duo’s batting performance 

came in handy after their club had ex-
perienced a wobble, when Abhishek 
Rathod, who batted at number three, 
was dismissed by Borkhataria via lbw 
with two runs to his name.

Gandhi cracked three boundaries 
and a six in his spell. Kumar notched 
three fours on his way to registering 
his double digit score.

Narendra Kumar was eventually the 
top run getter in the outfit’s innings 
given he notched 28 runs which in-
cluded two fours.

Skipper, Anand Monani, was also 
among the batsmen that chipped in 
handsomely, recording 22 runs that 
consisted of a four.

Gulraiz Haideri and Borkhataria had 
standout bowling performances for Li-
ons Castilla, in which they ended their 
spells with three wickets apiece.

Haideri leaked 20 runs in his four-
over spell and Borkhataria leaked 29 
runs in four overs.

Needing 131 runs to emerge victori-
ous, Lions Castilla put solid showing 
at the crease and went on to post 134 
runs for four wickets to grab crucial 
two points.

Openers, Borkhataria and Haideri, 
led their outfit’s successful chase, post-
ing 36 runs and 25 runs respectively.

Borkhataria cracked four fours, 
Haideri notched five fours.

Quick dismissals of top order bats-
men, Pramod Shetty and Shamil Ha-
meer, did little to frustrate the side’s 
chase, thanks to solid showing by 
youthful batsman, Abubakar Sele-
mani, and Salim.

Selemani and Salim put an impres-
sive partnership, with the former post-
ing 20 runs not out which consisted of 
two boundaries, whereas the latter 
scored 27 runs that consisted of three 
fours.

Sandy’s Super Strikers’ Nanda Ku-
mar stood out of fellow bowlers, in 
which he took two wickets and leaked 
19 runs in his three-over spell.

Lions Castilla, as a result, notched 
their second successive victory in the 
division.

They made short work of Dar Black 
Panthers in the previous clash, cruis-
ing to seven-wicket victory over their 
opponents. 
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