
FRIDAY 21 JULY, 2023TANZANIAISSN 0856 - 5422  ISSUE No. 8908  •  PRICE: Tsh 1,000,  Kenya sh100

FRIDAY 21 julY 2023

13

 By Francis Kajubi

S uphian Ali (47), a resident of Kunguru suburb in Dar es Salaam, will never forget the pains of living on a land with no legal ownership document. In 1999, he bought a two acre of land and spent 18 years on it com-fortably, until 2017, when he fell into a conflict with his neighbor over the demarcation.
  The conflict ascended because Ali had no title deed for the owned land, which would have helped him to solve the conflict immediately with his neighbour.

  Ali said that he built a residen-tial house on the piece of land, eight years after the purchase; but he was not sure of the border with his neighbour’s land.
“Most of the people who buy land from landlords don’t make a follow-up for a land survey to the respec-tive authorities. People stay with their land for years without a title deed especially in rural areas,” said Ali.

  According to him, most people own land, but are not considered to be the owners since they don’t have title deeds or related legal docu-ments.
 However, he said, spiraling annu-al fees linked to land ownership and other payments scare away land owners from seeking possession of legal documents.

 Ali is among the millions of Tan-zanians who have fallen into con-flicts, lost land or use such land as an asset for development purposes, such as use as collateral to access bank loans.
  The Land Act No. 4 Cap 334 of 1999 Section 23 (2) states: “Any per-son who at the commencement of this Act, has, without any official title, acquired and occupied as his home for not less than three years, land in an urban or peri-urban area other than land held for a granted or customary right of occupancy or as a tenant of a person so holding land or land to which subsection (2) of Section 51 applies, shall by virtue if this Act be deemed to occupy that land as a residential licensee under a license granted from year to year to that person by the local author-ity having jurisdiction in the area where that land is situated.”

  Section 29 (1) (b) of the same Act reads: “When the land commis-sioner decides to issue right of land ownership to a person who is sub-jected to land ownership or has an offer to land ownership, shall pro-vide a certificate which is regarded 

as title deed of land by the respec-tive person.”
 Article 24 (1) of the Constitution of the United Republic of Tanzania 1977 stipulates: “Every person is entitled to own property, and has a right to the protection of his proper-ty held in accordance with the law.” To overcome land conflicts and other related problems, the govern-ment is currently taking bold initia-tives to ensure all Tanzanians legal-ly own land they live on come 2025.  The initiative involves survey-ing all non-surveyed land, planning and formalization of informal set-tlements to enable people to benefit economically from the land they own.

  Through the 2023/24 budget priorities, the ministry of Land, Housing and Human Settlements Development will inspect 230 big and small farms, to determine com-pliance with legal ownership condi-tions.
  However, in the Finance Act 2023/24, the government had brought more relief to landowners, by reducing and suspending land ownership fees.

 Last week’s Property Watch edi-tion published a story developed from the FinScope Tanzania 2023 report by the Financial Sector Deep-ening Trust (FSDT) saying more than a half Tanzanians live on land with no legal documents of owner-ship.
  In the 2023/24 budget speech tabled last month in the National Assembly land minister Dr Angelina Mabula, highlighted seven priorities for transforming land and the hous-ing sector for the benefits of the people through a 171.3bn/- ministe-rial budget.

 Land management and applica-tion of Information and Commu-nications Technology (ICT) in data collection and storage, land formali-zation are among top priorities. 
  She said out of the total budg-et,  8.2bn/- is allocated for the National Land Use Planning Com-mission (NLUPC) to process legal ownership of land.

  “The ministry shall also survey the borders of 200 villages, prepare plans for land use and approve 200,000 traditional title deeds. The ministry shall digitise 1,647,330 land records which are now in the ana-logue form,” she said.
 Article 74(a) of CCM manifesto for 2020-2025, directs the government to ensure that all land is planned, surveyed and legally owned by the people for residential and commer-cial purposes through possession of 

title deeds.
 “The importance of title deeds is to guarantee security of ownership and facilitate mitigation of land dis-putes. Also, title deeds can be used as collateral on financial institutions and legal Instruments,” defended Dr Mabula.

 She said as of May 15, 2023, finan-cial institutions had disbursed loans worth 60.1bn/- to 1,382 borrowers with title deeds and customary title deeds.
 The minister said the borrowers were from the districts of  Mbozi, Iringa, Babati, Bariadi, Arumeru, Mbarali, Manyoni, Kilombero, Baga-moyo, Mbinga na Tandahimba.

 “I would like to assure the pub-lic and financial institutions  that customary title deeds are valid and legal documents; I insist they con-tinue to use them for  economic benefits,” said Dr. Mabula.
  In the previous financial year, the ministry had also pledged to inspect the ownership of 230 farms in order to determine compliance with ownership conditions.  As of May 15, 2023, a total of 216 farms were inspected (97 percent).

During the period, the ministry also reviewed ownership details of 635,833 land owners of the 500,000 targeted land owners by June 2023, an equivalent of 127 percent of the target.
 During 2022/23, a total of 2,684 land disputes were resolved.
 The ministry had during 2022/23 planned to formalize 300,000 set-tlements, only managed to formal-ize 190,768 settlements, an equiva-lent of 64 percent.

  The ministry planned to erect 100 beacons in various areas of the country, as of May 15th  2023, 106 beacons were erected in the regions include Dodoma (13), Pwani (27), Iringa  (13), Mbeya (28), Tanga (9), Manyara (4), Singida  (3), Kagera (3), Geita (2) and Tabora (4) making a total of 1,041 beacons erected on surveyed land countrywide.

 However, through the five years Land Tenure Improvement Project (LTIP) 2022/27, the ministry is ex-pecting to formalize more settle-ments.
 The $150 million (345bn/-) LTIP World Bank funded project targets the formalization of informal settle-ments in 559 streets, prepares land use plans in six districts and  500 villages, prepares 250 village center plans and verifies boundaries of 500 villages.

  The outcome of formalization and planning of villages will facili-tate the obtaining of  500,000 cer-tificates of customary right of oc-cupancy (CCROs), and two million residential licenses (RLs).
  It will also focus on improve-ment of land management which will involve building 22 survey cent-ers in 22 regions and erect new 400 beacons countrywide. 

  She said the centers will facili-tate efficiency in  land surveying and contribute to reducing time for planning and survey costs.
  According to the minister, the government has also planned to install the Integrated Land Manage-ment Information System (ILMIS) in 132 councils and construct four lec-turer Halls in Morogoro and Tabora Ardhi Institutes.

 In the year 2023/24, she said, the government will start implement-ing the Land Data Infrastructure (LDI) project with a $65 million (159bn/-) loan from the Exim Bank of South Korea.
  Tabling the 2023/24 budget in the National Assembly last month, the Minister for Finance and Plan-ning Dr. Mwigulu Nchemba pro-posed for the amendments of the Land Act Cap 113 of 1999, to reduce premium of land value from 0.5 per-cent to 0.25 percent;

  To reduce annual title deed fee from the previous 50,000/- to 25,000/- per title deed; to reduce the title deed registration fee from 20 percent to 10 percent;

  To reduce fee for title deed ap-plication from 20,000/- to 5,000/- and to suspend the deed plan fee which land owners were previously charged 20,000/-.
  The Population and Housing Census 2022 results by the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) show that Tanzania Main land has 13,907,951 properties.

  Of these properties, 4,132,438 an equivalent of 29.7 percent are in urban areas and 9,776,513 an equiva-lent of 70.3 percent are in rural ar-eas.
  However, of the total proper-ties, 12,717,893 an equivalent of 91.4 percent are residential properties, while 470,476 an equivalent of 3.4 percent are both residential and commercial properties.

  The remaining 719,582 proper-ties, an equivalent of 5.2 percent, are used for other various purposes.  The census results further state that the country’s human popula-tion reached 61.74 million, a 27.23 percent increase from the 2012 pop-ulation that stood at 44.93 million.
 The Controller and Auditor Gen-eral (CAG) report for Local Govern-ment Authorities 2019/20 reveals that during the audit on land own-ership it has learned that 27 district councils were possessing land val-ued 1.14trn/- which had not been granted title deeds as required by the law.

  “The negligence of not survey-ing, planning and formalization of land can lead into conflicts es-pecially on land owned by district councils against host communities,” reads the CAG report adding;
 “I suggest that the respective dis-trict councils survey their land, so that it can be owned legally.”

  In ensuring access to land is secure and equitable for all, the United Nations (UN) has set the Sus-tainable Development Goal (SDG 1.4.2), which measures individuals’ land tenure security, and SDG 5.a.1, which measures tenure security over agricultural land from a gender perspective.
 Neema Lugangira, a Special Seats legislator argued that the Land Act does not favor women when it comes to land ownership suggest-ing further review of the law. 

  Minister for Constitution and Legal Affairs Dr. Damas Ndumbaro admits that the number of women who directly own the land they live on or cultivate is not satisfactory.
  “The situation is not caused by the law but community perception depending on our African traditions and customs which in turn call for 

government and NGOs collabora-tion to sensitize the public on the essence of women’s right to land ownership as per the National Con-struction Article 24 and as stipu-lated by Section 3 (1) and (2) of the Village Land Act No. 5 of 1999,” said Dr. Ndumbaro.
 According to the minister, most customary laws are against wom-en’s right to land ownership.

 “In this case, the government is ready and inviting stakeholders to collaborate to sensitize communi-ties on women’s right to land own-ership,” said Dr. Ndumbaro.
  The African Union’s Agenda 2063 gives importance to securing women’s land rights as a critical area for action in eradicating pov-erty and reducing gender equality gaps.

  According to the research find-ings dubbed ‘Women’s Access to Land in Tanzania: The Case of the Makete District 2017’ by Kerbina Moyo from the Department of Real Estate and Construction Manage-ment, School of Architecture and Built Environment Stockholm, states that within households, men occupy about 47 percent of the land. Mixed ownership reaches almost 37 percent, while women occupy a small portion which is 16 percent of the family land in Tanzania.
 It states that customary land ten-ure accounts for 97 percent of land in the Makete district while general land tenure forms three percent. 

Makete district in particular, the study found that 63 women, an equivalent of 56 percent of the in-terviewed in Bulongwa, Lupalilo, and Mwakauta villages had ac-quired land through inheritance in the form of either family or clan land.
  Purchase of land ranked sec-ond with about 30 respondents (27 percent), allocation by friends took third position with eight respond-ents (seven percent).

 Allocation by friends or relatives and leasing of land accounted for three percent each from three inter-viewed respondents.
 “Allocation by village leaders formed four percent with five re-spondents,” reads the survey report.   The minister of lands also rec-ognizes the importance of women land ownership by saying: “The transformation initiatives in the land sector take into consideration women’s right towards land owner-ship;

  They also target at ending con-flicts, increasing the value of land among Tanzanians.”Safaricom eyes 595 new 5G  sites in battle with Airtel
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A woman captured while working on a farm.

 NAIROBI

SAFARICOM plans to 
add 595 new fifth-gen-
eration (5G) sites by the 
end of March next year 
to rival Airtel Kenya that 
currently boasts more 
locations that support 
the superfast speeds.

The telco says in the 
latest annual report that 
it targets to increase its 
5G sites from the current 
205 to 800 by the close 
of March 2024, in a de-
velopment that will re-
quire Airtel to add more 
sites or cede its current 
lead.

Airtel Kenya last week 
announced it has taken 
the number of its active 
5G sites to 370, posi-
tioned in 16 counties and 
180 wards nationwide.

This means Airtel is 
currently ahead of Safa-
ricom, which added 170 
5G sites to take its count 
at the end of March to 
205 compared with 35 

A sign showing Fibre ready zone in nyeri town

in a similar period last 
year.

Safaricom’s 5G sites, 
however, cover 23 coun-
ties compared with Air-
tel’s 16.

“Our aim is to con-
tinue increasing the 
empowerment of our 
customers with super-
fast internet at work, at 
home and on the move, 
by supplementing our 
growing fibre network,” 
says Safaricom in the an-
nual report.

But Airtel Kenya also 
stands ready to increase 
its active sites past the 
current 370 as it pre-
pares to battle Safa-
ricom for a larger share 
of the fast-growing data 
business.

The Kenyan unit of 
India’s Bharti Airtel dis-
closed earlier that it had 

over 600 5G-ready sites 
that do not require any 
further modifications 
before going live.

“Airtel 5G will revolu-
tionise various sectors, 
such as smart cities, 
education, healthcare, 
Agri-tech, transport sys-
tems, entertainment, 
and more, shaping the 
future of Kenya,” said 
Shish Malhotra, manag-
ing director at Airtel Ke-
nya.

The 5G technology is 
much faster compared 
to the current widely 
available 4G but re-
quires more high-end 
smartphones in addi-
tion to the expensive 
data bundles that are 
out of reach for the ma-
jority of Kenyans.

Subscribers who want 
to use the superfast in-

ternet have to buy new 
handsets that are com-
patible with 5G before 
they can hook to a ser-
vice that offers much 
faster data downloads 
and upload speeds eas-
ing congestion.

In April this year Sa-
faricom extended its su-
per-fast fifth-generation 
(5G) network coverage 
to 28 towns across Ke-
nya’s 21 counties, em-
powering its customers 
in the covered areas to 
enjoy accelerated con-
nectivity for both their 
homes and businesses.

The move grows the 
number up from 11 
towns in eight counties 
covered when Safari-
com first rolled out com-
mercial use of 5G in Oc-
tober last year, pointing 
to an aggressive push by 
the telco to expand its 
data business as part of 
efforts to counter slow 
growth in voice calls 
revenue.Page 13CALL:ENSURE  UNIVERSITIES OFFER 
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By Guardian Reporter

MASSIVE reforms are needed in the 
salary structure for police officers and 
prison warders in the wake of findings by a 
presidential commission that low-ranking 
officers get little retirement pension due to 
low salaries and early retirement.

Dr Laurean Ndumbaro, a cabinet 
minister and member of the commission, 
made this observation in an extensive 
briefing for senior media personnel at the 
State House in Dar es Salaam yesterday.

He said the presidential commission on 
criminal justice delivery which presented 
its report to President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan last week took note of a genuine 
outcry from low-ranking officers.

They said the situation leaves them 
in serious financial challenges after 
retirement which usually comes at an 
early age, he said.

“The main cause of the complaints is 
that the new system of calculating pension 
for low-ranking officers has affected the 
amount of pension that one gets upon 
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retirement. It involves a lot of allowances 
while the retirement age is early,” the 
report affirmed.

It further proposed improvement of 
salaries for prison and police officers, 
where legal allowances are embedded 
into the salary structure. Police and prison 
officers are paid a series of allowances, 
totalling up to 1.9m/- while their salary 
level averages 900,000/- upon which are 
computed pension deductions, the report 
specifies.

‘We have advised that the allowances 
be included in the salary so that when 
retirement comes, the pension is also 
substantial,” he said.

Ambassador Ernest Mangu, a former 
inspector general of police and a 
commission member, said the main 
challenge was that low ranking police 
officers work for short periods.

That reduces their capability to 
contribute substantial amounts to social 
security funds contrary to high-ranking 
officers who retire at 60 and receive a 

Commission roots for
police officers welfare

JK graces UDSM’s Nelson
Mandela yearly memorial
By Henry Mwangonde

FORMER president Jakaya Kikwete, who 
is also Chancellor of the University of Dar es 
Salaam, has appealed to African leaders to 
embrace selflessness and dedication in serving 
the people in remembering the life, vision and 
impact on the global stage of legendary South 
African leader Nelson Mandela.

Invited to give a public lecture at the Hill 
for the South African High Commission and 
United Nations resident missions, he said 
Mandela illustrated the ethics of a leader who 
had the people to the centre of his feelings.

“Mandela was humble and never allowed 
his famous name to overshadow the humanity 
in him, he always associated and mingled with 
everyone,” he stated.

The chancellor used the platform to inspire 
students, academic staff and the public, 
encouraging them to embrace Mandela’s 
values of compassion, equality and justice.

He said Mandela became an important 
figure in the African National Congress (ANC), 
helping to set up a section for young people, 
the ANC Youth League.

This activism made him a target of arrest 
by the apartheid authorities, and he was thus 
arrested for treason – the crime of betraying 
your country’s government – several times. 
Still Mandela never went back, retaining 

affinity with the movement.
Shabnam Mallick, head of mission for the 

UN resident coordinator, said Mandela’s 
impact extended far beyond South Africa, 
earning him global recognition as a symbol 
of peace, justice and reconciliation.

“As we gather here today, let us reaffirm 
our commitment to the principles Mandela 
embodied. Let us strive for inclusive societies 
that uphold equal   rights and opportunities 
for all, regardless of background,” he 
emphasised.

Prof William Anangisye, the vice 
chancellor, said in his remarks that during 
the liberation struggle, UDSM was also at the 
forefront of the movement.

It kept the academic fire burning on 
the liberation movement and many of 
the freedom fighters studied, lectured or 
participated in intensive and incisive debates 
that took place here at the Hill,” he explained.

 He said the debates featured such topics 
as African liberation, the African position in 
international politics, regional integration 
and Pan-Africanism which are still inspiring 
contemporary debates.

Thus the university saw the necessity of 
establishing the Mwalimu Nyerere Chair of 
Pan-African Studies later in 2009, he stated, 
noting that the panel is directed by capable 

By Guardian Correspondent, Kinshasa

TANZANIA and the Democratic Republic 

Ministers 
exploring
SGR link 
prospects
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of Congo (DRC) have initiated talks on the 
construction of a standard gauge railway 
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Canada gives $50m for girls’ educationBy Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE Canadian government yesterday 
announced a $50m (Canadian dollars, about 
92.9bn/-) in support of girls’ education and 
skill development programmes generally.

Harjit Sajjan (pictured), the International 
Development minister for Canada, 
announced the move here yesterday, noting 
that $25m/- is geared for adolescent girls 
learning project (Every Adolescent Girl Learn-
EAGL), in association with the United Nations 

colleges and 16 community based organizations 
to design and deliver effective skills training for 
women and adolescent girls, the minister noted.

The project, run by colleges and institutes in 
Canada, seeks to promote alternative pathways 
to education for women and adolescent girls, he 
stated.

It seeks to increase women’s participation 
in skills training programmes, improve their 
access to business skills, and pick up skills 
for social and gender-based rights in their 
communities, he said.

“Without doubt, when women and girls have 
equal opportunities to succeed, they can be 
powerful agents of change,” he asserted.

Prof Adolf Mkenda, the Education, Science 
and Technology minister, appreciated the 
gesture of support, saying the government 
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South Africa’s High Commissioner to Tanzania, Noluthando Malende-Mayepe, pictured in Dar es Salaam yesterday delivering 
keynote address at the commemoration of the tenth anniversary of Nelson Mandela’s death. Photo: Carlos Banda

Everywhere we went 
people asked us, what is 
the difference between 
this commission and 
others, and we told them 
that it is the will that 
anchors the president’s 
political action. It gives us 
confidence

Children’s Fund (UNICEF).
Adolescent girls at upper primary and 

secondary levels will be supported to study 
mathematics and science subjects, to increase 
completion rates for girls in secondary schools.

 The project is geared to focus on enabling 
adolescent girls, aged 10-19 years, to enhance 
their skills to match market trends. It will also 
provide access to quality alternative learning 
pathways for those who become pregnant, 
along with young mothers dropping from the 
formal education system, he stated.

He acknowledged UNICEF Tanzania’s track 
record of designing successful educational 
programmes, expressing the hope that the 
project will inspire young girls to realise EAGL 
project goals.

The other C$25m component is directed 
to technical and vocational education since 

the education for skills project is 
expected to increase adolescent 
girls and women participation in 

economic activities.
The grant will be used to strengthen 

the capacity of 12 folk development 



2 	 Friday 21 July 2023

NATIONAL.NEWS  

is committed to boosting 
cooperation between the two 
countries in improving education.

Many Tanzanians have 
benefited from the cooperation, 
he stated, elaborating that the 
government is working on ways 
to revolutionize education, which 
needs the collaboration of various 
stakeholders.

“The government still wants to 
see people going abroad to further 
their studies,” he said, urging that 

the Canadian government consider 
support to study in polytechnics.

Dr Daniel Baheta, the UNICEF 
mission head of education, 
appreciated the Canada 
government for the support, saying 
UNICEF applauds the cooperation 
between the governments of 
Tanzania and Canada aimed at 
improving education, especially 
for girls.”

The on-going cooperation arises 
from the steady stewardship of 
President Samia Suluhu Hassan, 
the mission executive intoned.

FROM PAGE 1

Canada gives $50m 
for girls’ education

substantial amount, he elaborated.
The report suggested a rise in 

the retirement age for low-ranking 
police and prison officers “to match 
with the recommended age for civil 
servants so that their contributing 
time to social security funds 
increases.”

Ambassador Ombeni Sefue, 
former chief secretary and vice 
chairman of the commission, said 
he was confident that the proposals 
will be implemented due to the 
political will exhibited by President 

Samia.
“Everywhere we went people 

asked us, what is the difference 
between this commission and 
others, and we told them that 
it is the will that anchors the 
president’s political action. It gives 
us confidence,” he said, citing it as 
the reason the team reached out to 
the public.

Powers of arrest vested with 
regional and district commissioners 
raised complaints, with someone 
stating that he was arrested and 
kept in custody from Friday up to 

Monday “just because the DC by that 
time was going after his girlfriend. 
This is unfair,” he said.

Attorney General Eliezer Felishi 
said police officers are required 
to inform a nearby police station 
before arresting suspects.

“There are incidents where 
suspects are being arrested while 
such information has not been 
shared with a nearby police station,” 
he stated.

Omari Issa, a business 
administrator and member of the 
commission, said that law enforcers 

have to look keenly at the provision 
of justice and fair treatment of 
people at police stations.

Zuhura Yunus, the director of 
presidential communications said 
that President Samia prioritises 
the provision of justice, citing the 
release of 2,240 prisoners since 
assuming office in March 2021.

“The launch of Mama Samia 
Legal Aid campaign aims to provide 
legal aid to the public throughout 
the country. Under the campaign, 
Tanzanians will get legal aid free of 
charge,” she added.

FROM PAGE 1

Commission roots for police officers welfare

leadership, with three distinguished 
professors succeeding one another 
since it was formed.

It has held intellectual festivals 
each year for the past 14 years since 
it was first mooted in 2008, he 
added. 
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JK graces UDSM’s Nelson
Mandela yearly memorial

Finance ministry permanent secretary Dr Natu El-Maamry Mwamba (2nd-L) leads Tanzania’s delegation in bilateral cooperation talks in New York 
yesterday with The Netherlands’ delegation, led by International Cooperation deputy minister Steven Collet (2nd-R). The exchange was held on 
the sidelines of the United Nations High-Level Political Forum meetings focusing on the evaluation of the progress in implementing the 17 global 
Sustainable Development Goals, whose deadline is 2030. Photo courtesy of Finance ministry 

(SGR) from Uvinza in Kigoma 
Region to Kindu in DRC via the 
Burundian city of Gitega.

Finance minister Dr Mwigulu 
Nchemba explored the issue in 
talks with his DRC counterpart 
Nicolas Kazadi here, on the 
sidelines of finance and investment 
ministers and peer review panel of 
the Southern Africa Development 
Community (SADC).

The project is meant to connect 
Burundi and DRC to the global 
market through the port of Dar es 
Salaam, the minister stated, also 
massively boosting trade within the 
East African Community (EAC).

The government was preparing 
to commence construction of the 
411km-Tabora to Kigoma via Uvinza 
section of the SGR project, where 
the procurement process for the 
design and construction contractor 
has already been completed.

Tanzania has requested a loan 
from the African Development 
Bank (AfDB) as well as the African 
Development Fund (ADF).

The two agencies can supervise 
the availability of a loan to finance 
the construction of the SGR line for 
the sixth lot from Tabora to Uvinza 
and the seventh lot of Uvinza–
Malagarasi (156 km.

The DRC minister said that 
the project was important for 
both countries, noting that its 
completion will increase economic 
opportunities and stimulate their 
development and other partners.

Along with the railway, deliberate 
efforts are needed to improve road 
and port infrastructure, he said.

Two electric locomotives and 
one set of regular electric trains 
were received last month, with 
revamping of 1,430 wagons 
reported to be at the halfway stage.

Once commissioned, the SGR 
train, running at an optimal 160 km 
per hour, will cut the time between 
Dar es Salaam and Morogoro to 
about two hours, officials affirm.

FROM PAGE 1

Ministers exploring
SGR link prospects

Visitors to the 18th edition of the Universities, Higher Education, Science and Technology exhibition organised by the Tanzania Commission for 
Universities and in progress in Dar es Salaam are attended to at the Mwalimu Nyerere Memorial Academy’s pavilion yesterday. Photo: Correspondent 
Jumanne Juma

By Guardian Correspondent, Mtwara

TWO residents of Mitengo village 
in Mtwara Region have died after 
they were hit by a speeding vehicle.

Confirming the accident, Mtwara 
Regional Police Commander 
Nicodemus Katembo said that 
the incidence occurred yesterday 
around afternoon at Mitengo road 
in Mtwara Region.

Katembo named the deceased 
as Salum Mzee (28), a resident of 
Chipuputa in Mtwara District who 
was the driver of the motorcycle 
and Fabian Christian (32), a resident 
of Magomeni in Mtwara who was a 
passenger.

“Those on the motorcycles were 
on their routine activities when a 
vehicle with registration No, T 335 
EAL owned by   Mbaraka Bakari hit 
them,” he said.

Katembo said the motorcycle 
passengers all lost their lives on the 
spot and that their bodies had been 
identified by their relatives who are 
residents of Mtwara.

The regional police boss said the 
cause of the accidents was speeding, 
saying the driver of the lorry was 
recklessly.

He said the Police in Mtwara were 
conducting   a special campaign to 
create awareness to road users to 
abide by   road traffic regulations.

He said the Police will continue 
to take serious legal measures to all 
users who do not abide by traffic 

regulations.
Every year road accidents cause 

the deaths of more than 1.35 million 
people, disproportionately affecting 
the developing countries.

In Tanzania, the latest World 
Health Organisation data 
established that road accidents 
account for 6.12 per cent of total 
deaths, with an actual count of 
around 18,054 deaths per year.

Speeding vehicle kills 
2 villagers in Mtwara

By Guardian Reporter

ZANZIBAR President Dr Hussein 
Ali Mwinyi met with a UNESCO 
delegation at Zanzibar State House 
yesterday and discussed various 
issues about the preservation of the 
Zanzibar Stone Town.

Dr Mwinyi was in company of the 
Minister for Tourism and Heritage, 
Simai Mohammed Said and other 
senior ministry officials.

He said apart from Zanzibar’s 
huge development strides, the 

preservation of the internationally 
recognized Stone Town as a heritage 
site still continues according to the 
provided standards.

He told the delegation that the 
Zanzibar government has been 
taking various steps to protect the 
heritage site including removal 
of motor vehicles parking areas 
from all areas of the Stone Town, 
to continue attracting tourists and 
other visitors.

He added that in implementing 
these measures, the government 

decided to establish car parks at the 
Darajani area nearby.

He also told the delegation that 
other steps taken by the government 
is to collaborate with the private 
sector to protect the heritage site, 
especially in refurbishing aged 
buildings according to the required 
procedures in returning them to 
their former appearances.

He added that the government 
closely monitors the work and 
makes sure the value of all historical 
items inside the buildings are 

returned to their former places 
after refurbishing.

In regard to the Beit el Ajaib and 
People’s Palace, President Mwinyi 
told the UNESCO delegation that 
the Zanzibar government, in 
collaboration with the government 
of Oman, continues to supervise 
their rehabilitation.

For its part, the UNESCO 
delegation called on the Zanzibar 
government to continue preserving 
its heritage sites to rescue them 
from changes in technology.

Dr Mwinyi, UNESCO delegation discuss 
preservation of Stone town heritage site

Tanzania has 
requested a loan 
from the African 
Development 
Bank (AfDB) 
as well as 
the African 
Development 
Fund (ADF

Those on the 
motorcycles 
were on 
their routine 
activities 
when a 
vehicle with 
registration 
No, T 335 
EAL owned 
by   Mbaraka 
Bakari hit 
them
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By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

RFEGIONAL authorities in Mbeya have 
called on firms that buy pyrethrum to take 
steps against agents buying pyrethrum 
flowers from farmers that have not been 
dried, saying they mar the crop’s value in 
so doing.

Mbeya District Commissioner Beno 
Malisa gave the directives on Wednesday 
at the crop’s stakeholders meeting held 
at Mbalizi town that   discussed various 
challenges facing the crop.

The meeting involved various 
pyrethrum stakeholders including 
farmers, sellers of farm inputs, pyrethrum 
buyers and various Mbeya District 
officials.

Malisa said there are some agents who 
force to buy undried pyrethrum flowers 

from farmers in order to attain purchase 
targets set by their firms.

He said such approaches by agents 
mar both the pyrethrum market and 
the quality of the crop produced in the 
District.

“You have to be firm against your 
agents who cheat, there are two ways 
to stamp out the practice, one is to take 
steps against them or giving motivation to 
those bringing pyrethrum that satisfy the 
required quality standards,” DC Malisa 
said.

He said Mbeya District leads in 
pyrethrum production in the country 
and that the crop produced in the district 
is of high quality compared with that 
produced in other areas in the country.

He called on these unfaithful agents to 
immediately stop the practice to avoid 

legal action against them.
He also called on pyrethrum farmers 

to stop selling the crop that has not 
been dried as they contribute destroying 
the market that has been earning them 
income.

Some buyers of the crop appealed to 
the government to help in providing 
education to farmers claiming that 
they have been educated to stop selling 
undried flowers but continue doing so.

One of the buyers, Gerald Joseph said 
they helped farmers by building for them 
special driers but do not use them, and 
continue selling undried pyrethrum 
flowers.

For his part, Fr. Obed Mwalenge 
appealed to government officials to be 
provided with education on the better 
farming practices of the crop.

Mbeya District Agriculture Officer, 
Gideon Mapunda said they have been 
educating farmers on better farming 
practices of the crop, including picking 
and drying to ensure its quality.

Swala Solutions acting operations manager Roy Kiprono Kimutai (L) symbolically hands over a teachers’ house earlier this week to 
Matongo councillor Godfrey Kegoye (in blue) and Matongo village government chairman Daud Itembe (in hat) at a ceremony held 
at Matongo Secondary School in Tarime District. The house was jointly built by the firm and Barrick Gold’s North Mara mine. Photo: 
Guardian Correspondent

Tanzania in final plans on 
implementation of GGW  
By Getrude Mbago

TANZANIA is finalising the preparation of the 
National Action Plan for the implementation 
of the Great Green Wall (GGW) which will 
significantly support initiatives aimed to 
restore natural vegetation and overcome 
impacts of climate change.

GGW was launched in 2007 by the African 
Union, the game-changing African-led 
Great Green Wall initiative aims to restore 
the continent’s degraded landscapes and 
transform millions of lives in the Sahel.  

This ambitious project is being 
implemented across 22 African countries 
and will revitalize thousands of communities 
across the continent. It brings together 
African countries and international partners 
under the leadership of the African Union 
Commission and the Pan-African Agency of 
the Great Green. More than USD 8 billion has 
been raised and pledged to support this game-
changing initiative.

Supported by the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation of the United Nations (FAO), 
the GGW action plan will among others 
support   professional capacity building, 
access to financial resources to implement 
projects aimed at boosting sustainable land 
use management and technologies that will 
contribute to combating the spread of deserts 
and drought. 

Speaking during the validation workshop 
of the action plan in Dar es Salaam yesterday, 
Kemilembe Mutasa, the Assistant Director, 
Environmental Assessment and Climate 
Change Management, Vice President’s 
Office (Division of Environment) said that 
the implementation of the action plan will 
closely engage sectoral ministries, institutions, 
development partners and stakeholders.

She acknowledged that environmental 
degradation in the country has continued to 
threaten livelihood and the economy and the 
government in collaboration with stakeholders 
are taking considerable efforts to reverse the 
situation which include putting in place policy, 
legal, institutional and regulatory instruments.

These efforts have helped lessen the impacts 
of environmental degradation. However, the 
environment has continued to deteriorate 
partly due to inadequate strategic and specific 
interventions for the different localities and 
ecosystems.”

Farhat Ali Mbarouk, the director of 

environment, Zanzibar’s first vice president 
office said the GGW national action plan is 
part of the implementation of activities of 
the United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification – UNCCD.

She said the Great Green Wall, launched 
in 2007 by the African Union (AU), is a game 
changing initiative aimed at restoring the 
continent’s degraded landscapes and reversing 
trends in desertification, climate change, and 
biodiversity loss through a common set of 
interventions.

Ever since its launch, the Great Green Wall 
has been implemented in the Sahara and Sahel 
regions, and it has recently expanded to the 
Southern African Development Community 
(SADC) countries, including the United 
Republic of Tanzania,” she noted.

“Other benefits of the GGW Action Plan 
include support for drought control, natural 
resource management, development of 
rural production systems (agriculture, 
animal husbandry, forestry), development 
of production infrastructure and various 
economic activities by considering issues of 
gender and youth,’ she explained.

FAO Country Representative, Nyabenyi 
Tipo said in close collaboration with the 
SADC Secretariat, the FAO, through a sub-
regional cooperation project, “Technical 
Assistance to SADC to institutionalize, monitor 
implementation and out-scale the Great Green 
Wall (GGW) in Southern Africa Region Project.” 
The project supported the coordination 
and provision of national experts in SADC 
countries in the development of National 
Strategies and Plans of Implementation (NAP); 
yesterday’s validation workshop served as a 
platform for identifying potential initiatives to 
be supported and scaled up.

She said Tanzania is the third country 
to develop a NAP this year, thanks to the 
collaboration between the environmental 
department under the Vice President’s Office 
team, and the other partners consulted either 
via virtual exchanges or face to face meetings.

“FAO is committed to supporting the Great 
Green Wall Initiative across the continent and 
in the sub-regions. So far, we have supported 
the collection of continental scale data in 
close collaboration with the AU, as well as 
supporting the Pan African Agency for the 
Great Green Wall (PA-GGW), regional and 
national institutions from over 30 countries,” 
she said.

Pyrethrum firms told to take steps
against agents buying undried crop

WAJIBU - INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY

INVITATION FOR TENDER
CONSULTANCY SERVICE

Date: 21ST JULY 2023

KEY INFORMATION:
Assignment Title  : Mid-Term Review of the WAJIBU Strategic  
     Plan 2021-2025
Contract Duration :  90 days
Location   :  Dar es Salaam
Delivery/Product  : Final Report of the Mid-Term Review of the  
     WAJIBU Strategic Plan 2021-2025

WAJIBU - Institute of Public Accountability is a reputable think-tank institution founded 
in 2015 with the purpose of fostering an environment that supports and promotes good 
governance and public financial accountability (PFA) in Tanzania. WAJIBU works to 
empower citizens and their representatives to demand proper accountability and good 
governance in the collection and use of public resources. It mobilizes public 
engagement with duty bearers and elected representatives (Members of Parliament, 
Councilors, and Street/Village chairpersons) on issues of public accountability and 
good governance. 

WAJIBU is looking for a competent institution, firm or individual consultant to conduct 
Mid -Term Review of the WAJIBU Strategic Plan 2021-2025 as per the detailed Terms of 
Reference attached to WAJIBU's website www.wajibu.or.tz  

This tender is open from 21st July 2023 to 03rd August 2023 at 10:00 am. For any inquiry, 
please contact us through:

Tell:   +255 736 666 916
  +255 659 605 500
Email: info@wajibu.or.tz
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This  publication  is  made  in  accordance  with  regulation  13(a)  of  the  Non- Governmental  
Organization  Act (Amendments). Regulation 2018 which require  Non-Governmental Organizations 
to Publish bi-annually the funds received a nd its expen ditures.

MC - Tanzania is a locally registered  Non- Government Organization (NGO) with a mission to 
contribute towards improving oral Health and dental care through existing promotion, prevention, 
curative, and rehabilitation services. The organization aims to see communities throughout 
Tanzania live free from oral and dental diseases. MC- Tanzania is an affiliate of Miracles Corners of 
the World (MCW Global), a New York Based non-for-profit organization. Below is the statement 
showing  Grants support  and  Income Received, Expenditures  incurred  for the year  ended  31 
December 2022 (Audi ted) a n d for the year ended 31st December  2021 (Audited).

The above extracts are from the financial statements of the organization for the year ended 31st 
December 2022 and for the year ended 31st December 2021, which have been prepared  in 
accordance with International  Public Sector Accounting Standards. The Financial Stat ments Were 
Audited by Enson Africa Certified Public Accountants and received a clean report The Financial 
statements for the years 2022 and 2021 were approved  by the Board of directors on 11th April 2023 
pective

 
Dr. Deodatus Mtasiwa
Board Chairperson

STATEMENT OF PROFIT OR LOSS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 
31DECEMBER 2021AND FOR THE YEAR E NDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

Christina Mongi
Director

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED 31 DEC 2022

This publication of the Statement of Receipts and Expenditure is per regulation 13(a) of the 
Non-Government Organization Act (Amendments), Regulation 2018, which requires 
Non-Government Organizations receiving funds exceeding TZS 20 Million to publish bi-annually the 
funds received and its expenditure.

Grant Receivables comprises contractual commitments from donors. Grant receivables are 
initially recognised at contracted value and subsequently measured at amortized cost based on 
actual amounts received from donors less provision for impairment.

Executive Director
Tanzania Forest Conservation Group

Plot 323, Msasani Village
Mwaikibaki Rd
P.O. Box. 23410
Dar es Salaam

Tanzania

DETAILS ACTUAL – TZS

RECEIPTS

Opening fund balance 779,236,978.00

Disbursement from Donors 3,703,972,742.00
                            

TOTAL RECEIPTS FROM DONORS 4,483,209,720.00

PROGRAMMES EXPENDITURE                             

Participatory Forest Management 304,938,158.00

Environmental Education 533,826,072.00
    

Community Development (Poverty reduction in rural communities) 2,122,889,339.00

Research 110,602,308.00
             

OTHER PROGRAMME EXPENDITURE                                

Personnel, Institution Development and Resources Mobilization 1,419,019,395.00
                            

TOTAL PROGRAMMES EXENDITURES 4,491,275,272.00
     

Grant Receivables (8,065,552.00)

TANZANIA FOREST CONSERVATION GROUP

By Getrude Mbago

MINISTER for Education, Science and 
Technology Prof Adolf Mkenda has directed the 
Tanzania Commission for Universities (TCU) 
to continue strengthening efforts to supervise 
and control the quality of education issued by 
various universities.

Prof Mkenda made the emphasis in Dar es 
Salaam on Tuesday when opening the 18th 
Exhibitions on Higher Education at Mnazi 
Mmoja grounds that the government has made 
major reforms in the country’s education 
system so as to align with the current demand 
and employment market considering changes 
in science and technology, TCU should 
supervise to ensure that expected goals are 
achieved.

He said that the commission, universities 
and stakeholders need to be aware of problems 
that compromise the quality of education 
in the nation and continue making regular 
improvements so as to get education back on 
track. “We are currently conducting an intensive 
review of our curriculum from primary to 
university level, it is better for all universities 
to collaborate in facing existing challenges by 
investing in initiatives that will help produce 
competent graduates,” he said.

Prof Mkenda however said that the 
government was proud of the achievements 
recorded in the higher education sub-sector 
and it will continue to strengthen quality 
control systems so as to meet national, regional 
and international standards.

He said for the country to attain its 
development goals of having an industrial 
economy, there is a need for concerted efforts 
to prepare human resources that possess 
competencies required by the market.

“We need to invest in quality because without 
doing so, we will end up producing a workforce 
which is not competent, universities have a role 
to produce good graduates and TCU should 
also supervise quality of education in the higher 
learning institutions,” he asserted.

He further urged higher learning institutions 
to continue with the review of existing curricula 
as per guidelines so as to align with the ongoing 
changes in the labour market and current 
economic and social needs.

He noted that for the country to achieve 
the industrialization drive, there is a need for 

concerted efforts to prepare human resources 
that possess competencies required by the 
market.

He wanted the institutions to ensure that 
they increase creativity, invest in research and 
impart knowledge and skills to the candidates 
so as to prepare them to face current global 
challenges.

“All the sectors contributing to the country’s 
social and economic growth fulfill their 
goals through having competent personnel. 
The higher education subsector has a huge 
contribution in producing middle and high 
skilled labour,” he insisted.

TCU executive secretary, Prof Charles 
Kihampa said the exhibitions have every 
year been bolstering cooperation between 
the government and the universities as well 
as overseas education agents where a total 
of 83 exhibitors who include higher learning 
institutions have participated in the exhibitions.

He said visitors in the exhibitions get 
the opportunity to learn and expand their 
understanding on several areas of finance, 
engineering, aviation, construction, education 
and other services provided by various public 
and private institutions.

Prof Penina Muhando, TCU board 
chairperson said the commission has been 
organizing the exhibitions since 2006 with the 
major objective being to create a marketing 
platform for higher learning institutions within 
and outside Tanzania to publicize to the public 
their academic programmes and other services 
they offer.

Others include demonstrate the role played 
by Higher Education Institutions, Professional 
Bodies, as well as Research and Development 
in the country’s overall development; educate 
and inform potential students and the public 
at large about the programmes, products and 
services available to them in our local Higher 
Education Institutions and elsewhere and 
foster Higher Education Institutions -industry 
partnerships.

The exhibitions also provide a forum to 
engage stakeholders in a dialogue on Higher 
Education issues in the country and enable 
prospective higher education applicants 
and the general public to interrelate with 
universities, regulatory bodies and research 
institutions to enable them make an informed 
career choice.

By Correspondent Pascal Mayalla

THE agency for foreign universities 
in Tanzania and East African countries, 
Global Education Link, has been 
commended for its efforts to provide 
Tanzanians and East Africans with 
opportunities to study abroad at 
affordable costs.

The compliments ware made by 
the Minister of Education, Science 
and Technology, Prof. Adolf Mkenda, 
during his visit to GEL pavilion of the 
Higher Learning Institutions Exhibition, 
including Universities under TCU, and 

several foreign universities  taking place 
at Mnazi Mmoja grounds, Dar es Salaam.

Minister Mkenda said the  government 
greatly appreciates the efforts made 
by agents of foreign universities, led by 
Global Education Link and other agents, 
in providing opportunities for Tanzanians 
to get education abroad, following the 
presence of greater needs than the 
capacity of our universities. in the country 
to admit, so the work done by these agents 
of foreign colleges, is a great and good 
work that helps the nation. 

Prof. Mkenda said, these agents 
of foreign universities not only help 

Tanzanians to secure 
study opportunities 
abroad, but they also 
help the nation to get 
experts in the important 
fields that Tanzania does 
not have.

On his part, the 
Managing Director of 
Global Education Link, 
Abdul Malik Mollel, said 
that this year, GEL has 
brought 14 universities 
that are conducting on 
sport admission at Mnazi 
Mmoja Ground.

Abdul Malik 
congratulated President 
Samia for opening 
up the country and 
congratulated the 
Ministry of Education, 
Science and Technology, 
and the Tanzania 
Commission for 
Universities, TCU, for 
creating an enabling 
environment for foreign 
university agents to help 
the nation with study 
opportunities abroad.

The TCU exhibition, 
which began on Monday 
of this week, has attracted 
more than 74 universities 
and institutions, and 
are expected to end this 
Saturday.  

By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

TANZANIA Wildlife Management 
Authority (TAWA) has discovered three 
new tactics used by elephant poachers to 
avoid being arrested by authorities.

This includes staining the tusks with 
chemicals that hide them from being 
detected by inspection systems at airports 
and other borders.

Some poachers have also been grinding 
the elephant tusks and transporting them 
as powder, which makes the inspectors 
unable to determine if it is derived from 
elephant tusks.

This was revealed yesterday by TAWA’s 
wildlife officer class I, Tryphone Kanon at 
a seminar for editors from various media 
houses held in Bagamoyo, Coast Region.

The two-day seminar has been organized 
by the Journalists’ Environmental 
Association of Tanzania ( JET) under the 
Tuhifadhi Maliasili project funded by the 
United States Agency for Development 
(USAID).

He revealed the third tactic used by the 
poachers was to process the ivory tusks 
by adding value and producing finished 

products by putting various decorations 
on them to cheat inspectors at the airports.

He however said the government 
authorities have recognized this and 
continued to heighten security entry and 
exit points to fight the poachers’ tactics.

“These people have been constantly 
changing their tactics to avoid being 
caught and we are also strengthening 
ourselves intellectually every day, we have 
rats from the Sokoine University (SUA), we 
have dogs that help us in inspections and 
many have been caught trying to transport 
those tusks and recently a Chinese man 
was arrested for making various products 
using elephant tusks,” he said.

He said: “Normally, when an elephant’s 
tusks pass through the scanner machine, 
it is seen that this shape is an elephant’s 
tusks, so when they saw that they were 
caught, they started to grind them and fill 
the powder in a tea bottle, so it is not easy 
for the machine to determine that it is an 
elephant’s tusks.”

He said that in recent years they have 
struggled to deal with elephant poaching 
until it reaches 0 per year unlike previous 
years where up to 50 elephants were killed 

by poachers per year.
He said elephant poaching has involved 

a wide network ranging from first level to 
the fifth level of poaching, the first level 
involving people living near the reserve 
who know the forest or the reserve well.

Kanon said these people are the ones 
who guide the poachers to know where 
the elephants are because it is not easy for 
a foreigner to understand the migratory 
behaviour of these animals.

He said the third level poachers are 
brokers who enable elephant killers in 
protected areas and then collect them and 
transport them to urban areas ready for 
business.

“Poachers of the fourth level are those 
who collect the tusks and transport them 
abroad while poachers of the fifth level 
are the big poachers, most of whom are 
outside the country and a good example of 
these people is the ivory queen who was 
imprisoned,” he said.

Kanon said the government has however 
been taking measures to eradicate the 
network by catching the chain of all the 
people who benefit from the ivory trade 
and bringing them to face legal measures.

He added that the poachers have 
been using various methods to kill the 
elephants, including the use of poisons on 
pumpkins.

TAWA charts strategies to fight elephant 
poachers in Western Serengeti, Tanzania

TCU told to ensure
quality education 

Agency for foreign universities happy with
efforts on opportunities for overseas studies

JAMHURI YA MUUNGANO WA TANZANIA
MAHAKAMA YA HAKIMU MKAZI KISUTU

DAR ES SALAAM
SHAURI LA MADAI NO. 3 YA MWAKA 2023

CANARA BANK TANZANIA LIMITED…………MDAI
DHIDI

BRIBOS COMPANY LIMITED…………..1. MDAIWA
VUHUNGU NGAJILO…………………2. MDAIWA

SALOME DICKSON SAMEJI…………….3. MDAIWA

KWA: 
BRIBOS COMPANY LIMITED
VUHUNGU NGAJILO
SALOME DICKSON SAMEJI

POPOTE WALIPO.
KUITWA SHAURINI

Kwa kuwa mdai ameleta madai yake ambayo maelezo 
yake yameelezwa katika nakala ya hati madai ambayo 
inapatikana katika Mahakama hii, kwa hiyo unaamriwa 
kuhudhuria katika Mahakama hii wewe binafsi au Wakili 
au Mwakilishi ambaye anaruhusiwa kisheria siku ya 
tarehe 27/02/2023 saa 7:00 MCHANA mbele ya Mhe. F. 
MHINA PRM.
ANGALIZO: Kama hutahudhuria siku iliyotajwa hapo juu, 
Mahakama ikithibitisha kuwa ulipokea hati ya kuitwa 
shaurini, inaweza kutoa hukumu dhidi yako kuwa 
umeshindwa.
Hati hii imetolewa kwa amri yangu na chapa ya Mahakama 
hii leo tarehe 30 Mwezi JANUARI, 2023.

THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA MINISTRY OF 
HOME AFFAIRS

 IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT

APPLICATION FOR TANZANIA CITIZENSHIP FOR

PRASHANT DETHA whose photograpghy provided above 
is applying to the Minister of Home Affairs for Tanzanian 
Citizenship. His nationality at present is INDIAN and 
Country of origin is INDIA and Occupation is BUSINESS 
MAN, address ZINGA KWA MTORO (BAGAMOYO) has been 
in this country since 2004.

Anyone who knows any reasons why citizenship should 
not be granted to the applicant, should send as written 
and signed statement of fact to the Commissioner 
General of Immigration. P.O. Box 512, Dar es salaam. Use 
reference. DN 572917.

Bakari Mohamed (4th-R), the Tanzania Forest Services Agency’s Lake Victoria zone commander, pictured in Mwanza city yesterday 
symbolically presenting a consignment of timber worth 4m/- to Nyamagana district commissioner Amina Makilagi (to his right) for 
making desks to be used in primary school in the district. Photo: Correspondent Vitus Audax
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Publication of Financial Statements
In accordance with Non-Governmental Organizations (Amendment) Regulation, 2018, Touch 
Foundation Tanzania is pleased to publish its financial statements and funding status for the 
six-month period ending September 30, 2022. All funding has been provided by Touch Founda-
tion, Inc. (a US-based NGO) and Grand Challenge Canada.

Statement of Profit or Loss and Other Comprehensive Income (numbers shown in '000 TZS)

Statement of Financial Position  (numbers shown in '000 TZS)  

FY2022

Revenue
Contributions 2,696,487                      
Currency Exchange Gain (Loss) 796                                

Total Revenue 2,697,283                      

Expenditures
Personnel 538,166                         
Grants 1,125,427                      
Construction -                                
Equipment 49,314                           
Professional Services 201,379                         
Travel 611,936                         
Other Program Costs 171,061                         

Total Expenditures 2,697,283                      

Net Income -                                

For the 6 Month Period  
Ended: 30 September  2022

FY2022
For the 6 Month Period 

Ended: 30 September 2022

Assets
Cash and Equivalents 55,444                              
Receivables 980,343                            
Prepaid Expenses and Insurance 40,661                              
Other Assets 531,252                            

Total Assets 1,607,700                         

Liabilities
Accounts and Grants Payable 1,150,161                         
Accrued Liabilities 39,097                              
Refundable Advances 418,443                            

Total Liabilities 1,607,701                         

Equity
-                                    

Total Equity -                                    

Total Liabilities and Equity 1,607,701                         

One of suspected conmen cornered in Dar es Salaam’s Light Industrial Area yesterday afternoon pleads for mercy from an enraged crowd that was about to set upon him. 
Sources said he was part of a gang attempting to swindle a girl out of a mobile phone at Mwenge in Kinondoni District. Photo: Selemani Mpochi

By Guardian Reporter

P E R M A N E N T 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade, 
Dr Hashil Abdallah has 
called upon investors 
to grab opportunities 
in the country’s 
automobile industry.

The PS was 
concerned that there 
are a lot of potential 
and opportunities in 
the automobile market 
including transportation 
of agricultural goods 
from farms to markets.

He made the 
statement on 
Wednesday in Dar es 
Salaam when speaking 
at the launch of an 
Indian commercial 
vehicle to Tanzania— 
Ashok Leyland ‘Phoenix’ 
which will be imported 
by a Dar es Salaam based 
firm—Kifaru Motors (T) 
Ltd.

He said the newly 
introduced commercial 
vehicles are important 
to Tanzanians as 
they will be used in 
the transportation 
sector, adding, the 
vehicle will provide 
relief to transporters 
of agricultural and 
industrial goods due to 
low fuel consumption.

 “We are thankful to 
President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan for creating 
an enabling business 
and investment 
environment. Foreign 
investors coming 
to Tanzania have a 
guaranteed security of 
themselves and their 
businesses as well 
as comfortability in 
doing business,” said 
Dr Abdallah, adding 
that farmers have 
been facing transport 
challenges as most of 
their crops can hardly 
reach markets in urban 
areas.

He mentioned some 
of the efforts that are 
geared to improve the 
business and investment 
environment as review 
of policies and legal 
frameworks that affect 
investment, industrial 
sector and business.

The PS commended 
the government and 
the people of India for 
their commitment that 
has paved the way for 
the growth of industries 
and expansion of 
trade opportunities in 
Tanzania.

By Guardian Correspondent, Singida

LAW Review Commission of Tanzania (LRCT) has 
met with private institutions including REPRIEVE 
from UK and Legal and Human Rights Centre (LHRC) 
for receiving and exchanging views on how to make 
amendments on the law on the country’s capital 
punishment.

Speaking here yesterday at the meeting, LRCT 
acting executive secretary, Geasi Mwaipaja said the 
Commission will continue receiving recommendations 
from various stakeholders including private institutions.

Mwaipaja, who was accompanied by lawyers Japhace 
Daud, Msafiri Shamsi Idd and Zakaria Kegoro, said in 
the law regarding death sentence they have met with 
REPRIEVE from the UK for experience on how other 
countries had abolished the death sentence.

For his part, LHRC Senior Programme Officer, 
Raymond Kanegene said the law on death sentence 
has been a problem as it does not provide freedom 
to Judges in interpreting the law, by meting out an 
alternative punishment according to the gravity of 
the crime committed taking into consideration the 
accused’s history and his/her condition.

In addition, REPRIEVE’s Programme Officer, Linda 
Kitenge said the institution has been at the forefront in 
the fight for the right to live by participating in various 
debates that help to abolish death sentences in various 
African countries including Malawi, Kenya and Uganda.

She said as for now the institution has started working 
in Tanzania in collaboration with LHRC.

LRCT, public 
institutions to
review capital 
punishment

Investors called upon to explore
chances in automobile industry

...the Commission 
will continue 
receiving 
recommendations 
from various 
stakeholders 
including private 
institutions

 Binaya Srikanta Pradhan, 
High Commissioner of India to 
Tanzania said the vehicles have 
specific features for Tanzanian 
customers.

Pradhan noted that Ashok 
Leyland has been present in 
Tanzania for more than a decade 
and has supplied more than 3000 
units of Ashok Leyland trucks and 
buses to the Tanzania People’s 
Defence Force, police and private 
sectors serving the elite forces 
and retail customers.

“My compliments to Kifaru 
motors for introducing the 

vehicles; this will bring comfort 
to Tanzanian business people,” 
stated the High Commissioner, 
noting India has been serving the 
Tanzanian market for many years.

Kifaru Motors Limited 
Executive Director, Retired Brig. 
General Michael Luwongo said 
the company is a reliable dealer of 
the vehicles from India, insisting 
they have been working with the 
Indian vehicle manufacturers for 
several years.

“We decided to launch the 
vehicle in Tanzania after we 
realized that it will have diverse 

benefits to users. People can use 
the cars in small businesses and 
transportation of crops from 
farms,” said Luwongo insisting 
the car is economically viable.

He said that Ashok Leyland 
“Phoenix’ is useful for 
transportation of goods, water, 
beverages distribution, agri 
products, bread companies, 
pharma companies, gas 
companies, industrial & white 
goods, courier , small retailers 
and can easily enter small lanes of 
Kariakoo and other city markets.

Ashok Leyland Limited is the 

flagship company of Hinduja 
Group and manufacturers of 
trucks and buses with factories at 
India, United Arab Emirates and 
United Kingdom and are the 3rd 
largest manufacturers of buses, 
14th largest in trucks and the 
largest in defence logistic vehicles 
in the world with its vehicles 
known for their ruggedness and 
durability.

Ashok Leyland Ltd as an 
organization has successfully 
completed its ‘75 years’ of journey 
in the commercial vehicle 
industry.
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National Insurance Corporation officials pictured on Tuesday escorting Kyela district commissioner Josephine Manase (4th-R) in disembarking from 
Mbeya II, a ship which has just been refurbished by the state-owned agency. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Correspondent, Babati

THE Government plans to police 
stations in all wards countrywide, 
manning them with one-star 
rank police officers, vehicles and 
motorcycles to help fight crime. 

Hamad Masauni, the Home 
Affairs minister said yesterday at a 
public rally held at Galapo Ward, 
Babati District after inaugurating 
a new police station built by the 
residents in collaboration with the 
government.

Masauni said during the current 
Financial Year, the government 
has in place strategies to send 
policemen of one-star rank at 
every police station countrywide.

“The government vows to 
take police services closer to the 
people, this is a grand plan the 
core of which is to build a police 
station in every ward in the 
country. 

“Beginning two years ago, we 
sent training policemen and 
promoted them to one-star rank, 

and this will be followed by 
supporting them with working 
tools.

“In this issue, the government, in 
the FY 2023/24 Budget, has already 
provided 15bn/- for the purchase 
of vehicles in all districts,” he said. 

For his part, Acting Manyara 
Regional Police Commander, ACP 
Lucas Mwakatundu said the land 
plot for the construction of Galapo 
police station was provided by the 
village government. 

He said the area has recently 

seen the increase of investors of 
fuel stations, financial institutions 
and other production sectors 
including farming and business. 

“The construction of Galapo 
Police Station started in 2007 from 
residents’ ideas. 

“It is 150 sq metres in size and 
built by people’s efforts helped by 
the government at a cost of 52.9m/-
,” Ag RPC Mwakatundu said.

For his part, Babati Rural 
Member of Parliament, Daniel 
Sillo thanked the government 
for supporting people’s efforts 
towards maintaining peace and 
security there are. 

He said the police station will 
serve four wards and appealed for 
it to operate 24 hours a day.

Govt plans to build ward police
stations countrywide - minister

Muheza Primary School head teacher Bernard Luanda (3rd-R) shows his Standard Six pupils on Tuesday how best to water a tree garden. Looking Left 
is Selijo Mwihava, also a teacher at the school. Photo: Correspondent Steven William

By Getrude Mbago

EGYPTIAN trade mission 
consisting of 15 major companies 
has visited the country to explore 
opportunities in the Information 
and Communication Technology 
(ICT) and hotels’ hospitality sector.

The mission which arrived early 
this week met and conducted 
meetings with leaders, local 
companies and stakeholders in 
Tanzania mainland and Zanzibar.

Speaking during the Business-to-
Business (B2B) meeting held in Dar 
es Salaam on Wednesday, director 
general of the Information and 
Communication Technologies (ICT) 
Commission Dr Nkundwe Mwasaga 
said the Egyptian mission included 
a number of companies operating 
in the fields of IT, furnishing, 
detergents and hotel supplies.

He said that the government has 
simplified investment regulations 
in order to attract investors from 
around the world.

Dr Mwasaga further said the 
country has been making efforts 
to implement more e-governance 
initiatives and promote the use 
of digital technologies in public 
services.

“We are currently investing 
much of our efforts to ensure that 
we provide all needed support to 
start-ups that grab the emerging 
technologies so as to bring 
transformation in various fields 
such as transportation, hospitality 
and other areas,” he said.

According to him, the mission 
has got enough opportunity 
to sit and discuss with various 
Tanzania technology companies 
and start-ups, this will help forge 
robust relations which will boost 
the ICT sector for sustainable 
development,” he said.

A recent report from the World 
Bank has listed Tanzania as one 
of the top countries globally for 
effective use of Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT) 
in delivering public services. The 
report, called the GovTech Maturity 
Index (GTMI), analyzed a total of 
198 countries and placed Tanzania 
at 26th position globally, second in 
Africa, and topping the list in the 
East African region.

The report indicates that the use 
of ICT in Tanzania has increased by 
0.86 percent in the last year, which 
is a significant improvement.

Hicham Arafa, chief operations 
officer of Bright skies of Egypt 
said the mission, organized by the 
Egyptian Exporters Association 
(Expolink) has become a success 
under the patronage of the National 
Bank of Egypt and in collaboration 
with the Egyptian commercial 
representation agency and targeted 

exportation councils.
He acknowledged that Tanzania 

is endowed with many natural 
resources and investment 
opportunities and as a result of 
efforts by authorities to improve 
trade and investment environment, 
the companies see it better to come 
and forge trade relations with 
Tanzania companies as well as the 
government.

“We have been here in Tanzania 
since Sunday for a three-day 
visit, we have met and held talks 
with officials to discuss means 
of cementing trade relations and 
boosting Egyptian exports, this is 
one of our productive trips,” he 
asserted.

He noted that the Egyptian 
ICT sector has been growing 
significantly offering wider 
opportunities for investors in 
outsourcing, Engineering Research 
& Development (ER&D) and 
electronics.

Dr Godwill Wanga, executive 
secretary of the Tanzania National 
Business Council (TNBC) said 
the firms will also help Tanzania 
establish digital systems so as to 
help the country be able to collect 
all the tourist revenues.

“We are trying to talk with our 
colleagues from Egypt, learn from 
them how they are managing their 
tourism and revenues, we are 
learning how they are capturing 
revenues from this important sector 
using digital systems,” he said.

According to him, currently, most 
of our tourists are coming in the 
country only with their bags after 
clearing all the needed payment 
using systems that are situated 
outside, we want to ensure that we 
now come up with a local system 
which will connect with various 
service providers including banks, 
tour operators and others so that 
tourists will pay and book for 
hotels using our local system,” he 
explained.

Egyptians visit Tanzania to explore 
opportunities, forge partnerships

By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

Emmanuela Kaganda, Arumeru 
District Commissioner has called 
on people who engage themselves 
in the cultivation of marijuana to 
stop doing so else the government 
will take steps against them 
including forfeiture of their farms.

She made the remarks here 
yesterday during the special 
crackdown against cannabis 
cultivation at Kisimiri Juu village 
in the district, which is part of the 
national crackdown against illicit 

drugs.
In the operation led by DC 

Kaganda and members of the 
district’s Defence and Security 
Committee, 270 bags of cannabis 
were destroyed and 300 kgs of 
seeds thereof was also seized and 
destroyed while four people were 
arrested and taken away by the 
police.

However, she expressed her 
dissatisfaction by the move by 
residents of the village to remove 
streets names and postcodes that 
had been erected on their houses, 

the move that makes it difficult 
to identify the right owner of the 
houses that had bags of cannabis 
found in them.

She said the government‘s 
strategy now is to formalise land 
ownership in the village and issue 
title deeds so as to identify actual 
owners of the farms, especially 
those cultivating cannabis. 

“The government, through the 
Drugs Control and Enforcement 
Authority (DCEA) has been 
educating the public to stop 
cultivating cannabis, but there are 

some who still cultivate the illicit 
drug,” said the DC.

For his part, Jackson George, 
the representative of DCEA 
Commissioner of Operations said 
despite DCEA providing education 
to the people, there are people 
in Kisimiri Village still cultivating 
cannabis in secret. The crackdown 
against the cultivation of cannabis 
in Arumeru district continues in 
the district to make sure residents 
of Kisimiri Juu, Kisimiri Chini and 
Losinoni Village in Arusha Region 
stop cultivating the drug.

Arumeru DC urges villagers to stop cultivating cannabis

By Special Correspondent

THE Times Higher Education 
(THE) ranking of universities in 
sub -Saharan Africa, has rated 
universities in South Africa, 
Tanzania, and Uganda higher than 
many Nigerian institutions.

The University of Witwatersrand, 
in Johannesburg, South Africa, 
topped the inaugural THE’s sub-
Saharan Africa university rankings.

According to the EduTimes 
Africa, July 2023 edition, “The 
public institution, commonly 
known as Wits University, which 
celebrated its centenary last year, 
and has Nelson Mandela among its 
alumni, topped THE’s innovative 
new ranking.”

The second highest-ranked 
university is the University of 
Johannesburg, also in South Africa, 
while the third is the Muhimbili 
University of Health and Allied 
Sciences, in Tanzania.

Covenant University, a private 
Christian university in Ota, Ogun 
State, which occupied the seventh 
position, is Nigeria’s best-ranked 
institution.

The others are the University 
of Pretoria, South Africa placed 
fourth, Makerere University, 
Uganda fifth, and the University of 
the Western Cape, South Africa in 
sixth position.

The University of Global Health 
Equity (UGHE) in Rwanda, Ashesi 
University, Ghana, and Tanzania’s 

Ardhi University are in eighth, ninth 
and tenth positions respectively.

The ranking highlights 
the strongest universities in 
sub-Saharan Africa across 
a comprehensive range of 
performance indicators – covering 
five areas such as ‘access and 
fairness’, ‘Africa impact’, ‘teaching 
skills’, ‘student engagement’, and 
‘resources and finance’.

The ranking produced in 
collaboration with Mastercard 
Foundation, ranked 88 universities 
from 17 countries in the region.

Of all the countries, Nigeria with 
37 universities has the highest 
number in the ranking, followed 
by South Africa with nine, Ghana 
and Kenya have seven each, and 
Somalia and Uganda have five each.

The ranking provides a rich 
source of data on the differences 
between public and private 
universities. Of the 88 ranked 
universities, 59 (67 percent) are 
public, 21 (24 percent) are private 
not-for-profit and eight are private 
for-profit (9 percent) and seven of 
the top 10 universities are public.

Public universities received 
an average overall score in the 
ranking of 50 and charged students 
a median of £966 (about N992, 
140,572) per year. By comparison, 
private institutions scored an 
average of 43, with not-for-profits 
charging £1,922 (N1, 946,986), and 
for-profits charging £3,291 (N3, 
333,783) annually.

SA, Tanzania lead Nigeria in top 10 
sub-Saharan Africa varsity rankings

We have been 
here in Tanzania 
since Sunday for a 
three-day visit, we 
have met and held 
talks with officials 
to discuss means 
of cementing trade 
relations and 
boosting Egyptian 
exports, this is one 
of our productive 
trips
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 PUBLICATION OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

CASH FLOW STATEMENT FOR THE QUARTER ENDED 30 JUNE 2023
(Amounts in Million Shillings)

MINIMUM DISCLOSURES OF BANK CHARGES AND FEES

AFRICAN BANKING CORPORATION TANZANIA LIMITED

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30 JUNE 2023
 (Amounts in Million Shillings)

INCOME STATEMENT FOR THE QUARTER ENDED 30 JUNE 2023 
(Amounts in Million Shillings)

REPORT OF THE CONDITION OF BANK PURSUANT TO SECTION 7 AND 8 OFTHE BANKING AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS ACT 2014

CONDENSED STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN EQUITY AS AT 30 JUNE 2023 

(Amounts in Million Shillings)

Current Quarter Previous Quarter
30-Jun-23 31-Mar-23

A ASSETS
1 Cash 5,985                             4,270                                    
2 Balances with Bank of Tanzania 10,506                           10,417                                   
3 Investment in Government Securities 35,787                           43,973                                  
4 Balances with other banks and financial institutions 10,484                           4,775                                     
5 Cheques and Items for Clearing 89                                   74                                           
6 Interbranch float items -                                 -                                        
7 Bills Negotiated -                                 -                                        
8 Customers Liabilities on Acceptances -                                 -                                        
9 Interbank Loans Receivables 98,183                           98,773                                  
10 Investment in Other Securities -                                 -                                        
11 Loans,Advances and Overdrafts 128,621                         127,159                                 

(Net of Allowances for Probable Losses) -                                 -                                        
12 Other Assets 17,660                          20,361                                  
13 Equity Investments 1,000                             1,000                                    
14 Underwriting accounts -                                 -                                        
15 Property, Plant and Equipment 2,070                             2,286                                    
16 TOTAL ASSETS 310,386                       313,089                              

B LIABILITIES
17 Deposits From Other Banks and financial institutions 41,016                            55,677                                  
18 Customer Deposits 142,729                        133,912                                 
19 Cash letters of credit -                                 -                                        
20 Special deposits -                                 -                                        
21 Payment Orders/ transfers payable -                                 -                                        
22 Bankers Cheques and Drafts Issued -                                 -                                        
23 Accrued Taxes and Expenses payable -                                 -                                        
24 Acceptances Outstanding -                                 -                                        
25 Interbranch float items -                                 -                                        
26 Unearned income and other deferred charges 8                                      -                                        
27 Other Liabilities 4,201                            3,689                                    
28 Borrowings 96,250                          93,051                                  
29 TOTAL LIABILITIES 284,205                     286,329                             
30 NET ASSETS/(LIABILITIES) 26,181                           26,759                                

C CAPITAL AND RESERVES
31 Paid - up Share Capital 139,306                        139,306                                
32 Capital reserves 1,033                              -                                        
33 Retained Earnings (115,460)                        (114,427)                               
34 Profit (Loss) Account (1,717)                              (1,138)                                     
35 Other capital accounts 3,018                             3,018                                     
36 Minority Interest -                                 -                                        
37 TOTAL SHAREHOLDERS FUNDS 26,181                           26,759                                

38 Contingent Liabilities 6,009                            1,945                                     
39 Non performing loans and advances 9,199                              8,256                                    
40 Allowances for probable losses 6,001                             6,400                                    
41 Other non performing assets -                                 -                                        

D PERFORMANCE INDICATORS
(I) Shareholders Funds to Total Assets 8.43% 3.63%
(ii) Non performing Loans & Advances to total gross loans 6.83% 5.49%
(iii) Gross Loans and Advances to Total Deposits 73.27% 65.49%
(iv) Loans and Advances to Total Assets 41.44% 39.65%
(v) Earning Assets to Total Assets 47.21% 48.36%
(vi) Deposit Growth -3.08% 1.23%
(vii) Assets growth -0.86% -2.32%

Current Comparative Current Year Cummulative  Previous Year 
Cummulative 

Quarter Quarter Profits/Losses Profits/Losses

30-Jun-23 30-Jun-22 30-Jun-23 30-Jun-22

1 Interest Income 10,377 10,017                                   20,660 20,166                           
2 Interest Expense (4,787)                            (4,947)                                   (9,707)                                             (9,874)                            
3 Net Interest Income (1 minus 2) 5,590                           5,071                                    10,953                                          10,292                         

4 Bad Debts Written Off 544                                313                                         553                                                  624                                 
5 Impairment losses on Loans and Advances (300)                               -                                        (300)                                                -                                 
6 Non Interest Income 1,534                            1,959                                    2,792                                             2,841                            

6.1.  Foreign Currency Dealings and Translation Gains/(Loss) 408                                248                                        927                                                  385                                 
6.2.  Fees and Commissions 377                                 263                                        675                                                  552                                 
6.3.  Dividend Income -                                 -                                        -                                                  -                                 
6.4.  Other Operating Income 749                                 1,448                                     1,190                                              1,904                             

7 Non Interest Expense (7,887)                          (7,506)                                 (15,598)                                         (14,492)                       
7.1.1 Salaries and benefits (2,865)                            (2,613)                                    (5,560)                                             (5,160)                            
7.1.2 Fees and Commission -                                 -                                        -                                                  -                                 
7.1.3. Other Operating Expenses (5,022)                           (4,893)                                   (10,038)                                           (9,332)                            

8 Operating Income/(Loss) (520)                              (163)                                      (1,599)                                            (735)                              

9 Income Tax Provision (59)                                  -                                        (117)                                                   (65)                                  
10 Net Income/(Loss) After Income Tax (579)                              (163)                                      (1,717)                                             (800)                              

11 Other Comprehensive Income -                                 -                                        -                                                  -                                 

12 Total comprehensive income/(loss) for the year (579)                              (163)                                      (1,717)                                             (800)                              

13 Number of Employees 172 175                                         172 175                                  
14 Basic Earnings Per Share -24% -7% -17% -8%
15 Diluted Earnings Per Share -                                 -                                        -                                                  -                                 
16 Number of Branches 6 6                                             6                                                       6                                      

SELECTED PERFORMANCE INDICATORS
(I) Return on Average Total Assets -0.74% -0.10% -1.10% -0.47%

(ii) Return on Ordinary Shareholders' Funds -8.74% -1.25% -12.97% -6.14%
(iii) Non Interest Expense to Gross Income 110.72% 106.77% 113.48% 110.35%
(iv) Net Interest Income to Average Earning Assets 3.19% 1.36% 3.12% 2.77%

Current Quarter Previous Quarter
30-Jun-23 31-Mar-23

I Cash flow from operating activities:
Net income (loss) (520)                               (1,080)                                   
Adjustment for:
 - Impairment/amortization 1,147                             856                                        
 - net change in loans and advances (1,462)                            (1,317)                                     
 - gain/loss on sale of assets -                                 -                                        
 - net change in deposits (5,844)                           (19,359)                                 
 - net change in short term negotiable securities 8,186                              (17)                                           
 - net change in other liabilities 512                                  (429)                                       
 - net change in other assets 2,394                             514                                         
 - tax paid (59)                                  (59)                                         
 - Net change in SMR -                                 -                                        
Net cash provided(used) by operating activities 4,355                           (20,890)                              

II Cash flow from investing activities:
Dividend received -                                 -                                        
Purchase of fixed assets (630)                               (687)                                       
Proceeds from sale of fixed assets -                                 -                                        
Purchase of non-dealing securities -                                 -                                        
Proceeds from sale of non-dealing securities -                                 -                                        
Others (specify) -                                 -                                        
Net cash provided(used) by investing activities (630)                              (687)                                     

III Cash flow from financing activities:
Repayment of long-term debt -                                 -                                        
Proceeds from issuance of long term debt -                                 -                                        
Proceeds from issuance of share capital -                                 -                                        
Payment of cash dividends -                                 -                                        
Net change in other borrowings 3,199                              242                                        
Issue of preference shares -                                 16,352                                  
Net cash provided (used) by financing activities 3,199                             16,594                                 

IV Cash and cash equivalents:
Net increase (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents 6,924                             (4,984)                                   
Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the quarter 118,235                         123,219                                 
Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the quarter 125,159                        118,235                               

Share Capital  Share Premium Retained Earnings

 Non - 
Distributable 

Reserve 
 General Provision 

Reserve Others Total

Current Year 2023
Balance as at the beginning of the year 122,954                       -                                       (114,427)                                       -                                -                                            3,018     11,746         
Profit for the year -                                 -                                        (1,717)                                               -                                 -                                             -          (1,717)          
Issue of share 16,352                           
Other Comprehensive Income -                                 -                                        -                                                  -                                 -                                             -          -              
Transactions with owners -                                 -                                        -                                                  -                                 -                                             -          -              
Dividends Paid -                                 -                                        -                                                  -                                 -                                             -          -              
Regulatory Reserve -                                 -                                        (1,033)                                              1,033                              -                                             -          -              
General Provision Reserve -                                 -                                        -                                                  -                                 -                                             -          -              
Others -                                 -                                        -                                                  -                                 -                                             -          -              
Balance as at the end of the current period 139,306                       -                                       (117,177)                                         1,033                            -                                            3,018     26,181         

Previous Year 2022
Balance as at the beginning of the year 122,954                       -                                       (99,102)                                         2,163                            -                                            989         27,004      
Profit for the year -                                 -                                        (17,288)                                           -                                 -                                             -          (17,288)      
Issue of share -                                 -                                        -                                                  -                                 -                                             -          -              
Other Comprehensive Income -                                 -                                        -                                                  -                                 -                                             2,029      2,029         
Transactions with owners -                                 -                                        -                                                  -                                 -                                             -          -              
Dividends Paid -                                 -                                        -                                                  -                                 -                                             -          -              
Regulatory Reserve -                                 -                                        2,163                                               (2,163)                            -                                             -          -              
General Provision Reserve -                                 -                                        -                                                  -                                 -                                             -          -              
Others -                                 -                                        -                                                  -                                 -                                             -          -              
Balance as at the end of the previous period 122,954                       -                                       (114,427)                                       -                                -                                            3,018     11,746         

Name Signature Date

Managing Director I. John 20-Jul-23

Head of Finance H. Kharbush 20-Jul-23

Head of Internal Audit J. Kilato 20-Jul-23

Name Signature Date

1 Director P. Ishengoma 20-Jul-23

2 Director Mr.R. Dave 20-Jul-23

We, the under- named, non executive members of the board of directors, attest to the correctness of the above statements. 
We declare that the above statements have been examined by us, and to the best of our knowledge and belief have been
prepared in conformance with the instructions and are true and correct.

PRICING (TZS) PRICING (US $ / EUR)  PRICING (GBP) 

PERSONAL BANKING 
SAVINGS ACCOUNT 
IZZE 
Account Opening Fee Free NA NA
Opening balance Free NA NA
Minimum Operating Balance NIL NA NA
Minimum Interest Bearing Balance 10,000.00TZS                    NA NA
Monthly Service Fee Free NA NA

FAHARI 
Account Opening Fee Free Free Free
Opening balance 10,000.00TZS                    50.00$                                              50.00£                               
Minimum Operating Balance 10,000.00TZS                    50.00$                                              50.00£                               
Minimum Interest Bearing Balance 50,000.00TZS                   100.00$                                            100.00£                             
Monthly Service Fee 1,500.00TZS                       2.00$                                                 2.00£                                 

MWANGAZA JUNIOR ACCOUNT
Account Opening Fee Free Free Free
Opening balance 20,000.00TZS                   50.00$                                              50.00£                               
Minimum Operating Balance 20,000.00TZS                   50.00$                                              50.00£                               
Minimum Interest Bearing Balance 20,000.00TZS                   500.00$                                            500.00£                            
Monthly Service Fee (1 free w/drawal per quarter) Free Free Free
Extra fee for more than 1 w/drawal per quarter 5,500.00TZS                      2.00$                                                 2.00£                                 

WEKEZA SAVINGS ACCOUNT (BALANCE BUILD UP)
Account Opening Fee Free Free N/A
Opening balance Free Free N/A
Minimum Operating Balance NIL NIL N/A
Minimum Interest Bearing Balance 100,000.00TZS                 25.00$                                              N/A
Monthly Service Fee* Free Free N/A

CURRENT ACCOUNT
AMANA
Account Opening Fee Free N/A N/A
Opening balance 20,000.00TZS                   N/A N/A
Minimum Operating Balance 3,000.00TZS                      N/A N/A
Minimum Interest Bearing Balance N/A N/A N/A
Monthly Service Fee* 3,000.00TZS                      N/A N/A

MARIDHAWA
Account Opening Fee Free Free Free
Opening balance 25,000.00TZS                   25.00$                                              25.00£                               
Minimum Operating Balance 6,000.00TZS                      5.00$                                                 5.00£                                 
Minimum Interest Bearing Balance NA NA N/A
Monthly Service Fee* 10,000.00TZS                    10.00$                                               10.00£                                

PREMIUM 
Account Opening Fee Free Free Free
Opening balance 35,000.00TZS                   30.00$                                              30.00£                               
Minimum Operating Balance NIL NIL NIL
Minimum Interest Bearing Balance NA NA NA
Monthly Service Fee* 15,000.00TZS                    10.00$                                               10.00£                                

SME BANKING 
AMANA BIZ ACCOUNTS
Account Opening Fee Free Free Free
Opening balance 50,000.00TZS                   50.00$                                              50.00£                               
Minimum Operating Balance 50,000.00TZS                   100.00$                                            100.00£                             
Minimum Interest Bearing Balance NA NA NA
Monthly Service Fee* 15,000.00TZS                    15.00$                                               15.00£                                

SME TIERED CURRENT ACCOUNT
Account Opening Fee Free Free NA
Opening balance 100,000.00TZS                 100.00$                                            NA
Minimum Operating Balance 1,000,000.00TZS              1,000.00$                                         NA
Minimum Interest Bearing Balance 5,000,000.00TZS             5,000.00$                                        NA
Monthly Service Fee* 20,000.00TZS                   15.00$                                               NA

JAMII CURRENT ACCOUNT
Account Opening Fee Free Free Free
Opening balance Free Free Free
Minimum Operating Balance 100,000.00TZS                 100.00$                                            100.00£                             
Minimum Interest Bearing Balance 5,000,000.00TZS             50,000.00$                                     50,000.00£                      
Monthly Service Fee* Free Free Free

CORPORATE BANKING
CORPORATE CURRENT ACCOUNTS
Account Opening Fee Free Free Free
Opening balance 500,000.00TZS                 250.00$                                            250.00£                            
Minimum Operating Balance NIL NIL NIL
Minimum Interest Bearing Balance NA NA NA
Monthly Service Fee* 25,000.00TZS                   20.00$                                              15.00£                                

CORPORATE CALL ACCOUNTS
Account Opening Fee Free Free Free
Opening balance 10,000,000.00TZS           10,000.00$                                      10,000.00£                       
Minimum Operating Balance 10,000,000.00TZS           10,000.00$                                      10,000.00£                       
Minimum Interest Bearing Balance 1.00TZS                               1.00$                                                  1.00£                                  
Monthly Service Fee* 20,000.00TZS                   20.00$                                              15.00£                                

CORPORATE TIERED INTEREST ACCOUNTS
Account Opening Fee Free Free NA
Opening balance 500,000.00TZS                 250.00$                                            NA
Minimum Operating Balance NIL NIL NA
Minimum Interest Bearing Balance 50,000,000.00TZS          100,000.00$                                    NA
Monthly Service Fee* 25,000.00TZS                   20.00$                                              NA

GENERAL CHARGES 
Bankers Cheque 50,000.00TZS                   25.00$                                              N/A

DISHONORED/UNPAID CHEQUE
Fund related 120,000.00TZS                  50.00$                                              N/A
Technical 30,000.00TZS                   50.00$                                              N/A

Cheque book Processing Fee:
25 leaves 15,000.00TZS                    15.00$                                               15.00£                                
50 leaves 25,000.00TZS                   20.00$                                              20.00£                               
100 leaves 50,000.00TZS                   35.00$                                              35.00£                               
Uncollected cheque book after 3 months 15,000.00TZS                    15.00$                                               15.00£                                
3rd party encashment (with 3rd party indemnity) 25,000.00TZS                    1% Per Cheque + $20  1% Per Cheque +$20 
Stop Payment Charges 30,000.00TZS                   25.00$                                              25.00£                               

TRANSACTIONAL SERVICE FEES
With banks via Standing Orders 
Standing Order - internal same customer ( set up fee - once off) Free Free Free
Standing Order - internal other customers ( per transaction) Free Free Free
Standing Order - Other local bank 20,000.00TZS                   10.00$                                               10.00£                                
Amendment Free Free Free

DEPOSIT/WITHDRAWAL TRANSACTIONS:
Cash Deposit at Branch Free Free Free
Cash Deposit at Branch coins above 100,000 5% Min 10,000  NA  NA 
Cash Deposit at Branch small denominations less than 50USD  (USD 1,2,5,10,20) 
equal and above USD 500 NA  3% of FCY currency value 

 3% of FCY currency 
value 

With Account Transfers (Internal) Free Free Free
Cheque deposit Free Free Free
Cash withdrawal Personal Banking ( over the counter) up to 2m 3,500.00TZS                      1% Min 5 1% min 5
Cash withdrawal Personal Banking ( over the counter) btn 2m to 20m 4,000.00TZS                      1% Min 5 1% min 5
Cash withdrawal Personal Banking ( over the counter) above 20m 0.15% Max 50,000 1% Min 5 1% min 5
Cash withdrawal  SME ( over the counter)  0.15%Min 3,000 Max 

20,000 1% Min 5 1% min 5
Cash withdrawal Corporate Banking  0.15%Min 3,000 Max 

100,000 1% Min 5 1% min 5
Deposit charges - Financial Institution. Free Free Free
Deposit charges - Financial Institution - small denominations

Free
 3%On small denominations 
above $500 

 3%On small 
denominations above 
$500 

Account Closure 10,000.00TZS                    10.00$                                               10.00£                                
Dormant Account Reactivation NIL NIL NIL
Dormant Account monthly fee NIL NIL NIL
Premature/cancellation fixed deposit fee  50% Accrued Interest is 

Forfeited. Breaking 1st 
month all interest 
forfeited 

 50% Accrued Interest is 
Forfeited. Breaking 1st month 
all interest forfeited 

 50% Accrued Interest 
is Forfeited. Breaking 
1st month all interest 
forfeited 

Monthly statements Free Free Free
Interim Statements (per page) 2,000.00TZS                      1.00$                                                  1.00£                                  
Search fee documents (after 3 months) 80,000.00TZS                   40.00$                                              40.00£                               
Audit confirmation 75,000.00TZS                    50.00$                                              50.00£                               
Balance Certificate 50,000.00TZS                   30.00$                                              30.00£                               
Reference Letter 50,000.00TZS                   30.00$                                              30.00£                               
Inter Account Transfers Free Free Free
T T Outward local - TISS 11,800.00TZS                     10.00$                                               N/A
T T Outward local - EFT 3,000.00TZS                      N/A N/A
T T Inward local TISS  Free  Free N/A
Salary processing (per entry) 1,500.00TZS                       1.00$                                                  1.00£                                  
International Outward T T 

N/A
 $50 + Other overseas bank 
chrges 

 $50 + Other overseas 
bank chrges 

International Inward T T N/A  Free Free
Travellers Chq. Deposit N/A  N/A N/A
Foreign BankDrafts N/A  $                                              50.00 30.00£                               
Outward Cheque for Collection N/A  N/A N/A
Outward Bills for collection

N/A
 0.25% min 50 + $ 50                  
(courier charge) 

 0.25% min 50 + $ 50 
(courier charge) 

Inward Bills for Collection N/A  0.25% MIN 50  0.25% MIN 50 
Advising fee (Inward Bill & LCs ) N/A  $                                           200.00 200.00£                            
Travellers Chq. (Issue) N/A  N/A N/A
Letters of Credit

N/A
 1% per qtr +  $ 50                      
(total min $250) 

 1% per qtr + $ 50               
(total min $250) 

Bank Guarantees
 1% Per Qtr Min $ 200  1% Per Qtr Min $ 200  1% Per Qtr Min $ 200 

Deposit 
Bill payment

Transaction tiers BancABC Fees Government Levy Total Fees
 0-999              N/A                                       -                    N/A 
 1,000-1,999                           300                                       10                           310 
 2,000-2,999                           300                                       11                            311 
 3,000-3,999                           300                                       19                            319 
 4,000-4,999                           300                                      39                           339 
 5,000-6,999                           500                                      70                           570 
 7,000-9,999                           500                                      88                           588 
 10,000-14,999                           600                                    224                           824 
 15,000-19,999                           600                                    427                         1,027 
 20,000-29,999                           600                                    672                         1,272 
 30,000-39,999                           700                                    770                         1,470 
 40,000-49,999                           800                                  1,050                         1,850 
 50,000-99,999                           900                                  1,435                        2,335 
 100,000-199,999                         1,000                                   1,771                         2,771 
 200,000-299,999                          1,100                                 2,058                         3,158 
 300,000-399,999                         1,200                                 2,450                        3,650 
 400,000-499,999                         1,200                                 2,870                        4,070 
 500,000-599,999                        2,000                                 3,640                        5,640 
 600,000-699,999                        2,000                                 4,480                        6,480 
 700,000-799,999                        2,000                                 4,970                        6,970 
 800,000-899,999                        2,000                                 5,264                        7,264 
 900,000-1,000,000                        2,000                                 6,230                        8,230 
 1,000,001-2,000,000                         2,300                                 6,580                        8,880 
 2,000,001-3,000,000                         2,500                                 6,580                        9,080 
3,000,001 na zaidi            N/A                                 7,000                N/A 

AGENCY BANKING FEE

Withdrawal Fees

Free
Free
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Investment policy dilemma as 
large miners demand revision

P
OLICY-MAKING, especially 
in taxation, is similar to 
the proverbial stone of 
Sisyphus, who the gods 

have condemned to push a stone up 
to the top of a modest mountain.

However, before he can reach the 
top and rest, he will inevitably slip 
and slide down with the stone –in 
which case he would have to start the 
pushing again.

The legend has no opportunity to 
abandon the task, just as the likes of 
governments and diplomats have no 
choice but to soldier on.

That is what the Finance minister 
may predictably feel if it so happens 
that the demands put across by some 
notable members of the mining sector 
fraternity are such that they may 
disturb expectations.

The minister knows full well that 
the government is quite spirited 
in that direction, as current global 
supply chain disruptions owing to 
intractable tensions between East 
and West provide an opportunity to 
attract mining capital in our direction. 
Some had given up about Liganga and 
Mchuchuma until the Ukraine war led 
to new coal pursuits.

Accompanied by top officials of 
the Tanzania Chamber of Mines 
(TCM), a number of mining firms and 
especially in the rare earth metals 
newcomers have demanded revisions 
on income tax obligations arising 
from the current Finance Act.

They argue that the provisions 
need to be clarified along with the 
capital gains tax, citing also electricity 
connection and costs for road 
infrastructure leading to mining sites. 
TCM officials agree that fines, levies 
must be reviewed.

The difficult part is that the 
stakeholders want these issues, or 
demands, to be ‘clarified’ before they 
start pursuing large mining activities. 

That was more or less what was 
stated by top official of Faru Graphite 
Corporation at a midweek breakfast 
meeting.

Still, the stability of fiscal 
governance suggests that even if the 
government would accept that a 
revision is relevant, it could not be 
done with any haste, as that would 
risk igniting an avalanche of demands 
for tax revisions.

That kind of situation, at least 
for starters, would imply that the 
government would have to reach a 
bona fide understanding with the 
mining chamber or specific firms.

It would suggest that the tax 
obligations would not be demanded 
or visibly enforced in the current 
situation, and then cancelled by some 
budgetary trade off next year.

The Sisyphus model implies that 
such trade-off –showing sympathy 
for one sector, upping the ante for 
another sector – may then lead to a 
similar round of demands.

The point here is that Treasury will 
have a circle to square in figuring out 
how the wish to make the mining 
sector contribute at least 10 per cent 
of GDP by 2025 is not imperilled 
by discouraging new mining firms 
targeting rare metals. In the global 
green energy transition, Tanzania has 
to take its rightful role there, while 
ensuring that the sector equitably 
contributes to the budget.

The easier thing might then be to 
reform the public sector and lessen 
its demands, raising its revenue 
contribution even in the short term – 
which might prove hardly popular.

In the circumstances, we need to do 
more reforms even if just to ease the 
tax burden on new investors meant to 
pay large public sector foreign debts. 
And this would be more a matter of 
reducing taxes rather than devising 
some.

We’re still way off target in tackling 
challenges posed by toxic chemicals

A 
media roundtable 
with its focus on the 
implementation of the 
national action plan on 

sustainable production and use was 
once held in Dar es Salaam. It was 
several years ago.

Experts standing as resource 
persons led other participants in 
deliberating on environmentally safe 
ways of getting rid of toxic chemicals 
and other materials.

Many had their focus on fake 
electronic and plastic-based goods, 
most of them imported, and how they 
are usually used or disposed of.

Going by the way the deliberations 
went, it was all so clear that many 
Tanzanians knew precious little about 
how to deal with problems associated 
with the use of goods with inherent 
potential to wreak havoc on the 
environment.

Some saw ordering the return of the 
suspicious imports to their countries 
of origin as a much better option than 
burning or burying them where they 
had landed because, in any case, most 
such items never really break down 
and rot and would remain a health 
hazard for worryingly long periods.

The agencies represented at the 
roundtable included the Cleaner 
Production Centre, the Fair 
Competition Commission, the then 
Tanzania Food and Drugs Authority 
and the Tanzania Bureau of Standards.

All these were on the whole in 
agreement with the Environment 
Directorate in the Vice President’s 
Office that it was important to produce 
and consume goods and services that 
responded to the people’s basic needs 
and led to a better life.

But they were also near-unanimous 
that doing so should go alongside 
cutting on the use of natural resources, 
toxic materials and emissions of toxic 
waste and other pollutants.

One reservation, though, was with 
respect to why there was much greater 
interest in diagnosing the problems 

than in coming up with solutions 
whereas the disposal of hazardous 
waste has been at the centre of many 
long legal battles.

One environmentalist says dealing 
with the issue would be a much less 
daunting challenge if people cared 
to remember that every household 
contributes to the accumulation and 
disposal of hazardous waste in the 
form of commonly used items like 
cleansers, paints, batteries or motor 
oil. 

He adds that each person has 
options available to him or her for 
reducing dependency on hazardous 
materials by cutting on use and 
ensuring more careful disposal.

It is noted that many labels on 
containers have precise precautionary 
information on contents and ways 
to handle, store, use, recycle, reuse 
and safely dispose of toxic items and 
waste.

Experts say it is a NO-NO-NO to burn 
or dump any hazardous material on 
the ground, including by burning it or 
disposing of it “down the sink”, unless 
one was sure that it could safely be 
disposed of through the sewer system. 

Yet how often do we care to use 
latex gloves when handling waste or 
to wrap empty containers in several 
layers of newsprint before disposing 
of them alongside household refuse 
as a way of preventing environmental 
contamination and reactive potential?

We commonly flush pesticides, 
herbicides, oil paints, paint cleaners, 
and oil and transmission fluids into 
the water system while nonchalantly 
adding car batteries to household 
garbage, when this is another NO-NO-
NO – and we know it!

Wise purchase, use, storage and 
disposal of chemicals can greatly 
mitigate the negative environmental 
impact of these chemicals. This is 
time-tested expert advice. But shall 
all of us adequately and appropriately 
heed it? Do we have the ability and 
willingness to do so?

By Dr Julian Barkan

“
MRS Jones, I see you are here 
today for headaches and 
high blood pressure. Your 
pressures are very elevated. 

Have you been taking your blood 
pressure medication?”

“I do… but not every day.”
This sort of exchange would always 

frustrate me, as the reasons for 
coming to see me are so preventable. 
The ER (Emergency Room) is 
completely flooded and here is 
a patient who could have stayed 
home by just taking medications as 
prescribed.

Recently, as I’ve stepped away 
from my daily grind in the ER and 
taken a broader view, I’ve realized 
that these issues can be systemic, 
even though they appear individual.

What are the barriers for this 
patient taking her medications? If 
she has a perfect understanding of 
the medication and her condition, 
then her lack of using the medicine 
is her fault.

However, often the information 
flow to the patient is not perfect or 
even complete. Patients have to trust 
their doctors. However, with time 
constraints created by the medical 
system, the personal relationship 
with doctors has been tarnished.

As physicians are the forward-
facing part of the profit-first 
medical business, it is assumed 
that they benefit from prescribing 
medications. Coupled with cost 
barriers, patient trust decreases 
and they are less likely to adhere to 
medications. However, physicians 
do not benefit from prescribing and 
they want their patients to be off of 
medications.

About 1 in 5 prescriptions in the 

US go unfilled, it turns out. I had 
no idea that this was the case, even 
after years of working in medicine. 
My thinking was that I wrote a 
prescription and a patient went to 
get it right after our visit together. But 
this just is not the case.

About three in ten of all adults 
report not taking their medicines 
as prescribed at some point in the 
past year because of the cost. This 
includes about 20 per cent who say 
that they didn’t fill a prescription 
or took an over-the-counter drug 
instead. About one in 10 patients say 
they cut pills in half or skipped doses.

Many people have issues with 
affordability. In many cases, this 
directly correlates with age (up to 
65) and the number of medications. 
The sicker you are, the harder it is to 
obtain your medications. Same goes 
if you are poor.

The problem is that sick people 
often need more medications, 
especially as chronic conditions 
worsen. Barriers like cost and access 
to care make these conditions worse 
as they are left untreated.

However, under all 
circumstances, it is my job to make 
a patient understand why a certain 
medication is recommended. That 
starts with trust.

Shared decision-making, first 
coined in 1982, is a process whereby 
clinicians collaborate with patients 
to reach well-informed medical 
decisions. This process is especially 
relevant in conditions where there is 
a close trade-off between harms and 
benefits.

As a physician, I offer the evidence 
behind my thought process but I 
leave it up to the patient. Patients 
should lead the discussion toward 
what matters most to them when it 

comes to health, life and financial 
decisions.

Often I will hear: “You are the 
doctor, you decide.” Patients are 
right to think this way. They have 
insurance, so they came to see the 
expert.

So, why am I asking them for their 
opinion? Simple: because health is 
a relationship with your body. I am 
here to offer the advice I know. I 
cannot make decisions for what you 
will or will not do for your health. 
That will come from education 
mostly and all I can do is to teach 
what I know.

I try to put myself in the shoes 
of my patients whenever I can. 
Empathy builds trust. But I also 
believe strongly in patient autonomy 
and want them to understand their 
medical issues.

I can share only what I know 
and try to be humble enough to 
tell patients when I do not know 
something. I think shared honesty is 
just as important as shared decision-
making.

If a patient is going to be vulnerable 
with me at very important moments 
in his or her life, I have to earn his 
or her trust with honesty. This is the 
only way I can help a patient get to a 
healthy state.

Many medications are expected to 
be used by a patient for the rest of his 
or her life. It is condition-dependent 
since the severity of a disease 
process will dictate dose, medication 
type and the possibility of stopping 
the medicine in the future.

For instance, diabetes can be 
reversed if you still produce insulin. 
Hypertension can be reversed 
with sustained weight loss and diet 
change. Arthritis can be mitigated 
with physical therapy so that fewer 

medications are needed.
We are lucky to live in an age where 

medications are widely available; 
as long as we use them only when 
needed.

Once a patient and I have decided 
to start a medication, it is important 
to establish future expectations. 
For example, diabetes should be 
tracked every three months. High 
cholesterol levels are tracked for 
between every six months and a 
year. Each condition has its own 
follow-up schedule.

Adherence to medications will 
either depend on physical results 
(fewer headaches with controlled 
blood pressure) or will be simply 
based on trust from the established 
relationship with a physician.

Ultimately, a medicine should only 
be continued if it is helping. This can 
mean some specific measurement 
gets better (like the glucose in your 
bloodstream if you are diabetic) 
but more importantly it means 
improved quality of life, reduced 
symptoms, and feeling better.

I always tell patients that 
laboratory values are necessary 
to guide decisions, but how you 
feel day-to-day is so much more 
important.

By having patients use shared 
decision-making and trust their 
physicians, medications can be of 
great value to help patients. If I think 
starting a medication will improve 
someone’s quality of life, I will 
recommend it.

I will then do everything in my 
power to help get my patient off 
of that medication. I believe this 
approach gives my patients the best 
chances for a healthy, long life.

* A Wise & Well dispatch.

By Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and Helen Clark

W
E write, with 
bluntness and 
urgency, as we are 
gravely concerned 

that the opportunity presented by 
the High-Level Meeting and the 
expected Political Declaration on 
Pandemic Prevention, Preparedness 
and Response is being squandered.

The current draft of the political 
declaration, to be the focus of 
consultations on July 10 and 11, 
does not express the commitments 
required of Heads of State and 
Government to transform the 
international system of pandemic 
preparedness and response. Instead, 
it reads as a health resolution.

We have been clear and consistent 
in our recommendations regarding 
governance, equitable access to 
countermeasures, preparedness and 
surge finance, the need for clear rules 
and roles, and for a strong World 
Health Organisation.

We are committed to principles 

of equity, inclusion, and regional 
resilience. Our recommendations are 
intended to ensure that all regions 
are at the decision-making table and 
fully benefit from a transformed 
system. 

A key recommendation is to 
secure sustained highest-level 
political leadership on pandemic 
preparedness and response between 
and during health crises. This is 
required to ensure protection to 
health, societies and economies, and 
to stop outbreaks from becoming 
pandemics.

Neglecting to invest in multi-
sectoral pandemic preparedness 
left the door open to Covid-19, which 
now accounts for an estimated 24 
million excess deaths and enduring 
social and economic consequences.

We are concerned that if Member 
States only tinker with the language 
of the draft political declaration and 
do not request a substantive shift 
in political ambition befitting the 
UN General Assembly, the efforts to 
agree the declaration will be wasted.

We recognize the importance of 
the ongoing processes in Geneva. Yet, 
much as we all want the pandemic 
accord to succeed, this is not 
guaranteed.

The UNGA High-Level Meeting’s 
Political Declaration offers a one-
time and historic opportunity to 
commit to lasting and transformative 
change to pandemic preparedness 
and response. We call on leaders 
and decision-makers to make this 
moment count.

Additional notes: Former Liberian 
president Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and 
former New Zealand prime minister 
Helen Clark penned this open letter 
early this month in their capacity as 
co-chairs of the former Independent 
Panel for Pandemic Preparedness 
and Response.

The letter is meant for the leaders 
and decision-makers responsible for 
the Political Declaration expected 
to be agreed for the September 
20 UNGA (United Nations General 
Assembly) High-Level Meeting on 
Pandemic Prevention, Preparedness 

and Response. 
They led the panel together with 

11 distinguished panelists, spending 
eight months rigorously reviewing 
various dimensions of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

In May 2021 the co-chairs 
submitted their evidence-based 
landmark report entitled ‘Covid-19: 
Make it the Last Pandemic to the 
World Health Assembly’.

They made recommendations 
which, taken as a package, could 
transform the international system 
in a way that could make it the last 
pandemic of such devastation.

The panel was established by the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
Director General in response to a 
May 2020 World Health Assembly 
resolution. Its recommendations 
have helped to lay the groundwork 
for ongoing reforms to the 
international system.

The team’s interest is to see a fit-for-
purpose, transformed and effective 
international system for pandemic 
preparedness and response.

Here is a rare chance for lasting change to pandemic preparedness and response

As a physician, I want you to stop your medications…
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Laws protecting intellectual property in Tanzania Mainland 

C
REATIONS of 
human mind 
such as inven-
tions, literary 

and artistic works, de-
signs and symbols as well 
as names and images used 
in commerce fall under 
intellectual property. 

Some intellectual prop-
erty experts divide in-
tellectual property into 
four branches and others 
three. These are copy-
right, trademark, patent 
and sometimes trade se-
crecy. For the purpose of 
this article, we have clas-
sified the same into three 
parts namely copyright, 
trademark and patent. 

Intellectual property 
rights are recognised 
throughout the world and 
in our continent there are 
two major organizations 
which oversee intellectu-
al property. These are the 
World Intellectual Prop-
erty Organisation (WIPO) 
and African Regional In-
dustrial Property Organi-
zation (ARIPO) which was 
incorporated through Ha-
rare Protocol 1982 which 
Tanzania is part of.

Over half 
the people 
in Africa still 
don’t have 
electric-
ity access 
-- a major 
contributor 
to persistent 
poverty.  
Credit: Ener-
gy 4 Impact 
Senegal

Leveraging Africa’s renewable energy 
potential: A call for global partnership

 By Philippe Benoit and David San-

dalow

A
FRICA is caught in the cross-
hairs of climate change. De-
spite contributing just 3-5% 
of global carbon dioxide 

emissions, the continent will endure 
climate change’s destructive impact, 
including more severe storms, rising 
temperatures and erratic rainfall in the 
years ahead that threaten the well-being 
of hundreds of millions of people.

Renewable energy is an important 
part of the solution – and Africa enjoys 
an enormous potential in this regard. 
With some of the world’s highest lev-
els of solar irradiance, vast expanses 
of land with favorable wind conditions 
and powerful rivers with immense hy-
droelectric potential, Africa is teeming 
with renewable energy resources. How-
ever the continent’s progress in tapping 
into this potential lags, leaving a huge 
energy access challenge as well as a 
power generation deficit that is stunting 
business and other drivers of inclusive 
economic growth.

As the world gears up for the 28th 
Conference of the Parties to the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (COP28) to be held in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the need to ad-
dress Africa’s energy needs sustainably 
is all too apparent. Doing so will require 
rethinking the approach and reshaping 
policies to dramatically grow Africa’s 
energy system.

This will require big and bold actions, 
including massive investments in large-
scale infrastructure. It will also require 
investment in information and other 
soft assets.  And, significantly, it will also 
necessitate  small and micro-scale grass-
roots initiatives which are particularly 
important to ensure that local popula-
tions remain active participants in the 
process.

The shortage of energy in Africa is a 
pressing problem. Over half the people 
in Africa still don’t have electricity ac-
cess — a major contributor to persistent 
poverty.  This gap drives households 
to rely on inefficient and polluting en-
ergy sources like charcoal, wood, and 
kerosene. This pervasive energy deficit, 
highlighted in the ‘Tracking SDG7: The 
energy progress report for 2022’ has 
profound implications for health, edu-
cation, and sustainable development 
across the continent.

An even larger portion of the popula-
tion lacks access to clean cooking tech-
nologies, a crisis disproportionately 
affecting women and girls, and expos-
ing them to harmful household air pol-
lution that was responsible in 2019 for 
approximately 700,000 deaths across 
Africa. Rather than diminishing, the 
number of people without access is pro-
jected to potentially rise from 923 mil-
ion in 2020 to 1.1 billion in 2030.

But Africa’s energy problem extends 
beyond the lack of access to electric-

ity and clean cooking targeted by 
SDG#7.  In too many places across 
the continent, there is a lack of suffi-
cient and reliable electricity to power 
businesses that are the backbone of 
Africa’s growth drive.  The result is a 
combination of inadequate supply 
or expensive generators acquired to 
compensate for the inefficiencies.  
Fundamentally, Africa’s ability to stim-
ulate local entrepreneurs or attract 
international developers and capital 
is too often being undermined by a 
weak electricity network.

The shift in focus to renewables 
provides an opportunity to change 
the narrative and realities of Africa’s 
power system.  The large amounts of 
financing being discussed for climate 
(including in the lead-up to and at 
COP 28) – amounts which tend to ex-
ceed the levels of funding tradition-
ally mobilized for poverty alleviation 
– provide an important opportunity 
for the continent.

Mobilizing funding to harness Af-
rica’s bountiful renewable energy 

would not only help to meet its cur-
rent and increasingly large future 
energy needs, but also contribute to 
global efforts to avoid prospective 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Moreover, Africa’s renewables are 
large enough to both meet domes-
tic needs, and also help to power 
green development abroad, includ-
ing through the export of green elec-
tricity to Europe or even, eventually, 
hydrogen generated from its massive 
hydropower resources.

Unlocking Africa’s renewable po-
tential will require supportive poli-
cies, robust regulations, technological 
innovation, and substantial invest-
ment. Strong, sound and predictable 
regulatory frameworks and institu-
tions are key.

Better information is also key. For 
example, the African Energy Com-
mission has established the Strategic 
Framework on the African Bioenergy 
Data Management  that seeks to raise 
awareness of the potential of the bio-
energy sector, reflecting the specifici-

ties of the reality on the ground in the 
region.

Given Africa’s limited financial re-
source base, any solution requires 
reaching beyond Africa’s borders.  
Wealthy nations can bring capital, 
expertise, and adapted technologies 
to the continent. South-South coop-
eration can encourage peer learning, 
the dissemination of technological so-
lutions adapted to local climatic con-
ditions and the developing country 
economic context, and support the 
deployment of the increasing finan-
cial capacities of emerging economies 
to support Africa’s renewables.

Multilateral development banks, 
development finance institutions, ex-
port credit agencies and private capi-
tal should also all do more.

The hosting of COP28 in the UAE 
provides an opportunity to mobilize 
funding for Africa from a broader set 
of actors and countries, moving be-
yond the traditional North/South di-
vide.  In fact, climate finance has been 
identified by the COP28 host as one 

of the key goals of this COP. As COP28 
President Sultan Al-Jaber said at last 
month’s climate finance summit held 
in Paris, “For countries that have done 
the least to cause climate change, cli-
mate finance remains unaccessible, 
unavailable and unaffordable….” Can 
COP 28, with UAE leadership, deliver 
for Africa on this potential?

One UAE initiative – the Zayed Sus-
tainability Prize – has already helped 
promote local action in addressing 
these challenges.  (One of the authors 
is a member of the Selection Commit-
tee for the Prize.) Over the years, the 
Zayed Sustainability Prize has sup-
ported sustainable change around the 
world by recognising and rewarding 
innovative and impactful organiza-
tions working to overcome develop-
ment barriers, including limited ac-
cess to reliable power, clean water, 
quality healthcare, and healthy food.

For example, M-KOPA, which won 
in the Energy category in 2015, uses 
digital technology to help its custom-
ers make micropayments towards es-
sential products and services, such 
as smartphones, refrigerators, solar 
panels, even bank loans and health in-
surance. Last month, it closed US $250 
million in new funding to expand its 
fintech services to underbanked con-
sumers in Kenya, Nigeria, and more 
recently, Ghana.

Another winner was the Starehe 
Girls Centre which empowers disad-
vantaged girls by providing them ac-
cess to quality education. The school 
won the Prize in 2017 in the Global 
High Schools category in recognition 
of its efforts to reduce its utility bills 
through the installation of solar pan-
els and more efficient lighting. These 
financial savings have allowed it to 
admit more girls from disadvantaged 
backgrounds.

Generating local action is a critical 
input to ensure that massive invest-
ment programs translate into a just 
transition for households. To this end, 
large-scale infrastructure must be ac-
companied by people-centric pro-
grams.

Africa’s renewable energy potential 
could both help drive enormous eco-
nomic growth in the region while also 
helping the world address the chal-
lenge of climate change. The potential 
is there, and it will require action in 
ways big and small.

Philippe Benoit is research direc-
tor for Global Infrastructure Analyt-
ics and Sustainability 2050. He pre-
viously held management positions 
at the World Bank and the Interna-
tional Energy Agency and has over 
20 years of experience working on 
Africa and David Sandalow is Inau-
gural Fellow at the Center on Global 
Energy Policy, Columbia University, 
and a member of the Selection Com-
mittee of the Zayed Sustainability 
Prize.

Copyright
 In Tanzania, the main statute that 

regulates copyright is the Copyright 
and Neighbouring Rights Act Cap. 218 
R.E 2019. Section 4 of this law defines 
copyright as the sole legal right to 
print, publish, perform film or record a 
literary or artistic or musical work. 

Things like books, pamphlets and 
other written materials or computer 
programmes all enjoy their protec-
tion in this book of statute. The main 
institution that can be used to register 
an artistic work is Copyright Society of 
Tanzania (COSOTA) which was estab-
lished under section 5 of the Copyright 
Act. 

As for the litigation aspect, courts 

of law have for years been upholding 
provisions of the statute and damages 
granted for infringement. 

In the case of Jutoram Kabatele Ma-
halla vs Vocational Education and 
Training Authority in Civil Appeal No. 
63 of 2019 whereby the appellant was 
a registered owner of various books 
and products that have some special 
road traffic signs which the other party 
in the case used without consent, the 
Court of Appeal recognised the ap-
pellant as the owner and ordered the 
authority to, among other reliefs, pay 
the appellant damages amounting to 
50,000,000/-.

Trademark

 This is mainly governed by the Trade 
and Service Marks Act, Cap. 326. Sec-
tion 2 of this law defines trademark as 
any visible sign used or proposed to be 
used in connection with or in relation to 
goods or services for the purpose of dis-
tinguishing in the course of trade or busi-
ness the goods or services of one person 
from those of another. 

For example, one can mention a mark 
that introduces a product to customers 
or even a quote. Trademarks are reg-
istered with the Business Registration 
and Licensing Agency (BRELA). The law 
protects the registered owner of a trade-
mark and any use without the owner’s 
authorization or consent entitles the 
owner to seek damages in a court of law. 

In the case of Double Diamond Hold-
ings Ltd vs East African Spirits T. Ltd 
and Another, Commercial Case No. 8 of 
2018, the court faced a scenario whereby 
two parties were in dispute over resem-
blance of their trademarks; one uses 
White Diamond and another Diamond 
Rock. The court ordered that they had 
both registered their marks thus have ex-
clusive ownership and there was no any 
confusion.

Patent
This is all about invention or innova-

tion such as a new technological in in-
dustrial sector and other technologies. 
The Patent (Registration) Act Cap. 217 is 
among the laws that oversee this area of 
intellectual property. 

For one to register this type of prop-
erty, there are two places to go to: BRELA 
as per section 18 (1) of the Patent Regis-
tration Act and ARIPO. However, this 
type of property has seen few successful 
owners in our country since for a person 
to acquire registration; they must be the 
universal inventor of the said product.

Innovative Tanzanians are strongly ad-
vised to register their works as this gives 
one higher right than the unregistered 
owner. It is weird that at this age, some 
people tend to hide their ideas, thinking 
it’s the proper way to preserve the same.

 For example, there are many local 
herbs said to treat different diseases but 
the same are being hidden within small 
communities. We call upon relevant au-
thorities to sensitize Tanzanians so that 
those who are innovative can protect 
their works locally and internationally. 

Note: the material and information 
contained in this article are for general 
information purposes only. They only 
provide either elementary or basic legal 
knowledge on the above subject. Anyone 
considering legal action should consult 
an experienced lawyer to understand 
current laws and how they may affect a 
case in question.  

You can send questions or comments 
to our email info@legisattorneys.co.tz or 
postal address Managing Partner, Legis 
Attorneys, P. O. Box 3750, DSM. You can 
visit our website www.legisattorneys.
co.tz     
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Lawmakers’ vital roles in ensuring 
dignity for the aging populations

 By Cecilia Russell

C
OUNTRIES with falling 
population growth face 
twin dilemmas: Ensuring 
their aging population 

live healthy and fulfilling lives and re-
moving barriers to parenthood.

This was the focus of a recent 
workshop in Thailand reviewing the 
ICPD30 process and preparation for 
the Summit for the Future slated for 
next year (2024).

The workshop was opened by Pro-
fessor Keizo Takemi, MP Japan and 
Chair of AFPPD, who contextualized 
the issue.

“In the Asia Pacific region, a pro-
found shift awaits us. By 2050, one in 
four individuals will be about the age 
of 60, with a majority of them being 
women. The empowerment and the 
well-being of these women become 
essential for their meaningful and in-
dependent participation in the socio-
economic development.” 

The meeting sought to highlight 
what is required from lawmakers to 
ensure a dynamic and balanced ag-
ing society where older people will 
be physically, mentally, and econom-
ically self-reliant as possible, with a 
sustainable healthcare system.

Dr Rintaro Mori, Regional Adviser, 
Population Ageing and Sustainable 
Development at UNFPA, in an inter-
view with IPS, said parliamentarians’ 
role included “macro level policy 
planning to prepare for the coming 
population aging and low fertility in-
cluding both economic and human 
rights perspectives.”

Their role was to lead the govern-
ments’ reform policies and systems 
of the country to adjust for “the 
emerging population trend, such as 
pension reform and education sector 
reforms to accommodate all ages,” 
and “investing in early and later 
years to take preventative measures 
to improve social security, health, 
and well-being.”

Mori said this was possible using a 
life-cycle approach with a strong em-
phasis on prevention:

“Prevention is the most cost-ef-
fective way to promote healthy and 
active aging. Life-long investment in 
social security, health promotion, 
and psychological well-being (rela-
tionship) is the key.”

Boosting fertility was crucial for 
countries facing declining and ag-
ing populations. Dr Victoria Boydell 
from the University of Essex in the 
UK said it is vital to remove barriers 
to parenthood but not through the 
trend of reducing access to sexual 
and reproductive health services.

According to research by UN Wom-
en and the International Labour Or-
ganization, 1.6 billion hours a day are 
spent in unpaid care work – repre-
senting 9 percent of global GDP, and 
women carry out at least two and a 
half times more unpaid household 
work than men. These factors need-

living arrangements for 
older people and provide 
access to knowledge and 
training on new technolo-
gies, particularly digitali-
zation and information 
technology. This would 
ensure that older peo-
ple remained independ-
ent for longer periods, 
especially if supported 
health facilities near their 
homes.

Willie Mongin, an MP 
from Malaysia, said gov-
ernments needed to for-
mulate and implement 
necessary measures to 
ensure that social systems 
are ready to meet the old-
er adult’s needs, improve 
their lives and the well-
being of their families and 
communities – so they can 
live their lives with dig-
nity. With the World Bank, 
Malaysia was formulating 
a strategic plan or blue-
print to address an aging 
population’s impact, in-
cluding economic growth, 
productivity, social pro-
tection, and health care.

Mori told IPS it was 
important to note that 
“older persons are a quite 
diverse population. Some 
of the wealthiest per-
sons are among the older 
population. The health 

status of older persons is 
quite different depending 
upon the individual. Any 
country should have basic 
social security infrastruc-
ture based on the needs 
and demands of the pop-
ulation, not solely on the 
age of a person.”

He also said govern-
ments should take into ac-
count the older persons’ 
diversity in their plans 
to, for example, encour-
age them to remain in the 
workplace beyond tradi-
tional retirement ages.

“The health, skills, and 
knowledge of older indi-
viduals are diverse, and 
governments should not 
plan such economic and 
labor market policies 
based on the assumption 
that older persons are 
homogenous, Mori said. 
Recently in Japan, trends 
show that small and front-
line jobs seem to be suit-
able for older persons 
(Sakamoto 2022).

Note: The workshop 
was organized by the 
Asian Population and De-
velopment Association 
(APDA) and supported by 
the United Nations Popu-
lation Fund (UNFPA)

IPS UN Bureau Report

Dr Rintaro 
Mori, Regional 
Adviser, Popu-
lation Ageing 
and Sustainable 
Development 
at UNFPA, told 
the conference 
it was crucial 
to invest to 
improve social 
security, health, 
and well-being. 
Credit: APDA

ed to be considered by lawmak-
ers.

Boydell said policy responses 
to boost fertility and remove 
barriers to parenthood includ-
ed supporting early childhood 
development, enrollment in 
quality childcare from an early 
age, compensation for the eco-
nomic cost of children through 
the allocation of benefits, tax ex-
emptions, and other subsidies.

Other practices include fos-

tering employment, especially 
amongst mothers, for example, 
part-time and flexible working 
conditions, promoting equal 
pay, equal sharing of paid and 
unpaid work, and allocating 
benefits to low-income families.

Regarding SRH services, there 
could be an increase in access 
to infertility treatment, fertility 
targets and policies to support 
the higher number of children, 
cash or tax exemptions, and ac-

cess to contraception and abor-
tion. Choice was a key right that 
needed protection.

In a case study, Chalermchai 
Kruangam, an MP from Thai-
land, said it was expected that 
a growing number of older peo-
ple would need institutional 
long-term care – with consider-
able costs to the fiscus. It was, 
therefore, crucial to encourage 
governments and stakehold-
ers to support modifications of 

Parliamentarians and experts met in Bangkok to discuss the ICPD30 process and preparation for the Summit for the Future 2024. Credit: APDA



NATIONAL.NEWS  

Friday 21 July 2023	 11

featureS/news feature

Tanzania right at centre of geopolitical 
chessboard as clean energy demand up
 By Baraka Thomas

I
N a rapidly evolving world 
where the demand for 
clean and sustainable en-
ergy sources is gaining mo-

mentum, Tanzania finds itself at 
the centre of a geopolitical chess-
board due to its vast untapped re-
serves of critical minerals. 

These minerals, essential com-
ponents of renewable energy 
technologies, hold the key to driv-
ing a global agenda of energy 
transition. However, their exploi-
tation also raises significant geo-
political implications that war-
rant careful consideration.

Tanzania boasts substantial 
reserves of critical minerals, in-
cluding lithium, cobalt, graphite, 
and rare earth elements. These 
minerals are crucial for produc-
ing batteries, solar panels, wind 
turbines, and electric vehicles, 
which form the backbone of a 
low-carbon future. As the world 
seeks to reduce reliance on fossil 
fuels and combat climate change, 
the demand for these minerals is 
set to skyrocket.

Lithium, a crucial element in 
EV batteries, is found in abun-

dance in Tanzania. With the rise 
in global demand for electric ve-
hicles, securing a sustainable and 
diversified lithium supply chain 
becomes paramount. Tanzania’s 
vast lithium reserves can contrib-
ute significantly to meeting this 
demand and establish the nation 
as a vital player in the electric mo-
bility revolution.

Cobalt, another critical min-
eral, is a key component in lith-
ium-ion batteries. As concerns 
grow over ethical and sustainable 
sourcing practices, Tanzania’s re-
sponsible mining initiatives pre-
sent an opportunity to develop a 
transparent cobalt supply chain. 
By adhering to stringent envi-
ronmental and social standards, 
Tanzania can position itself as 
a trusted supplier of cobalt for 
clean energy technologies.

Rare earth elements (REEs), 
vital for numerous applications, 
including wind turbines and elec-
tric motors, are also present in 
Tanzania. By leveraging its REE 
reserves, Tanzania can bolster 
its position in the global supply 
chain, contributing to the global 
energy transition and reducing 
dependence on a limited number 

of REE-producing countries.
This abundance presents Tan-

zania with a unique opportunity 
to become a major player in the 
global clean energy supply chain. 
By strategically harnessing and 
responsibly managing its critical 
mineral resources, Tanzania can 
not only accelerate its own eco-
nomic development but also play 
a pivotal role in supporting the 
energy transition worldwide.

However, such a transforma-
tion comes with geopolitical 
challenges that must be navi-
gated wisely. As global demand 
for critical minerals intensifies, 
competition among nations to 
secure access to these resources 
is expected to intensify. Tanzania 
must tread carefully to avoid be-
coming overly reliant on foreign 
investment and to ensure that 
it maximizes the benefits for its 
own citizens.

To foster a global agenda of en-
ergy transition, Tanzania should 
adopt a comprehensive approach 
that prioritizes sustainable devel-
opment, environmental protec-
tion, and equitable resource dis-
tribution. By forging partnerships 
with international stakeholders 

and leveraging their expertise, it 
can strike a delicate balance be-
tween attracting foreign invest-
ment and safeguarding its nation-
al interests.

Furthermore, promoting trans-
parency and good governance in 
the extractive sector is of utmost 
importance. Tanzania should im-
plement robust regulatory frame-
works that ensure fair resource 
extraction practices, prevent 
environmental degradation, and 
guarantee a fair share of revenues 
for local communities. Transpar-
ency in the bidding process and 
revenue management will instill 
confidence among investors and 
enable Tanzania to attract re-
sponsible and ethical partners.

Moreover, Tanzania’s engage-
ment with international organiza-
tions and regional blocs can facili-
tate knowledge sharing, capacity 
building, and technology transfer. 

Collaborative initiatives that 
promote research and develop-
ment in critical minerals extrac-
tion, processing, and recycling 
would not only benefit Tanzania 
but also contribute to global ef-
forts in achieving a sustainable 
energy future.

As Tanzania positions itself as a 
key player in the critical minerals 
market, it must be mindful of the 
social and environmental impli-
cations. Local communities and 
indigenous groups must be en-
gaged and provided with mean-
ingful participation in decision-
making processes. 

Environmental impact assess-
ments and sustainable land man-
agement practices should be at 
the forefront of all mining opera-
tions to mitigate ecological risks.

In conclusion, Tanzania’s abun-
dance of critical minerals offers a 
significant opportunity to spear-
head the global energy transi-
tion. By embracing sustainable 
development principles, foster-
ing transparency, and prioritising 
social and environmental consid-
erations, Tanzania can establish 
itself as a responsible and influ-
ential player in the global clean 
energy sector. 

Through careful management 
and a collaborative approach, 
Tanzania can not only unlock its 
own economic potential but also 
contribute to a greener and more 
sustainable future for the entire 
planet.

dren in 2021 but remains 
higher than the 12.9 mil-
lion children in 2019.

Dr Tedros Ghebreyesus, 
WHO Director-General 
said: “These data are en-
couraging, and a tribute to 
those who have worked so 
hard to restore life-saving 
immunization services af-
ter two years of sustained 
decline in immunization 
coverage. But global and 
regional averages don’t 
tell the whole story and 
mask severe and persis-
tent inequities. When 
countries and regions lag, 
children pay the price.”

UNICEF Executive Di-
rector, Catherine Russell 
said: “Beneath the positive 
trend lies a grave warn-
ing. Until more countries 
mend the gaps in routine 
immunization coverage, 
children everywhere will 
remain at risk of contract-
ing and dying from diseas-
es we can prevent.”

Russell said that viruses 
like measles do not recog-
nize borders, calling for ef-
forts to urgently catch up 
children who missed their 
vaccination, while restor-
ing and further improving 
immunization services 

from pre-pandemic levels.
Dr Seth Berkley, CEO of 

Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance 
said: “It is incredibly reas-
suring, after the massive 
disruption wrought by 
the pandemic, to see rou-
tine immunisation mak-

ing such a strong recovery 
in Gavi-supported coun-
tries, especially in terms 
of reducing the number 
of zero-dose children. 
However, it is also clear 
from this important study 
that we need to find ways 

of helping every country 
protect their people, oth-
erwise we run the risk of 
two tracks emerging, with 
larger, lower middle in-
come countries outpacing 
the rest.”

The early stages of re-

covery in global immuni-
zation have not occurred 
equally, with the improve-
ment concentrated in a 
few countries.

Progress in well-re-
sourced countries with 
large infant populations, 

such as India and Indone-
sia, masks slower recov-
ery or even continued de-
clines in most low-income 
countries, especially for 
measles vaccination.

Of the 73 countries that 
recorded substantial de-

 GENEVA

G
LOBAL immu-
nization ser-
vices reached 
4 million 

more children in 2022 
compared to the previous 
year, as countries stepped 
up efforts to address the 
historic backsliding in im-
munization caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Data published on Tues-
day by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and 
UNICEF, in 2022, showed 
that 20.5 million children 
missed out on one or 
more vaccines delivered 
through routine immuni-
zation services, compared 
to 24.4 million children in 
2021. 

In spite of the improve-
ment, the number re-
mains higher than the 
18.4 million children who 
missed out in 2019 before 
pandemic-related disrup-
tions, underscoring the 
need for on-going catch-
up, recovery and system 
strengthening efforts.

The vaccine against 
diphtheria, tetanus and 
pertussis (DTP) is used as 
the global marker for im-
munization coverage. 

Of the 20.5 million chil-
dren who missed out on 
one or more doses of their 
DTP vaccines in 2022, 14.3 
million did not receive a 
single dose, so-called ze-
ro-dose children. 

The figure represents 
an improvement from the 
18.1 million zero-dose chil-

Childhood immunisation begins 
recovery after COVID-19 backslide

clines* in coverage dur-
ing the pandemic, 15 re-
covered to pre-pandemic 
levels, 24 are on route to 
recovery and, most con-
cerning, 34 have stagnat-
ed or continued declining. 

These concerning 
trends echo patterns seen 
in other health metrics. 
Countries must ensure 
they are accelerating 
catch-up, recovery, and 
strengthening efforts, to 
reach every child with the 
vaccines they need and 
- because routine immu-
nization is a fundamental 
pillar of primary health-
care - take the opportu-
nity to make progress in 
other, related health sec-
tors.

Vaccination against 
measles - one of the most 
infectious pathogens - has 
not recovered as well as 
other vaccines, putting 
an additional 35.2 million 
children at risk of measles 
infection. 

First dose measles cov-
erage increased to 83 per 
cent in 2022 from 81 per 
cent in 2021 but remained 
lower than the 86 per cent 
achieved in 2019. 

Last year, 21.9 million 
children missed the rou-
tine measles vaccination 
in their first year of life 
- 2.7 million more than 
in 2019 – while an addi-
tional 13.3 million did not 
receive their second dose, 
placing children in under-
vaccinated communities 
at risk of outbreaks.

 By Guardian Reporter

OVER the recent years, climate change and 
natural disasters have increased in frequency 
and severity. They arrest development and 
disrupt livelihoods.

The management of these risks is vital to 
protect people’s health from emergencies and 
disasters, to ensure local, national, and global 
health security, to attain Universal Health Cov-
erage and to build the resilience of communi-
ties, countries, and health systems.

In a bid to strengthen management and 
response, Tanzania is collaborating with the 
United Nations to improve competencies to 
prepare, manage and respond better to disas-
ters.

Key amongst the discussions were, reflec-
tions on priority areas of the capacity diagno-
sis namely, disaster risk governance, under-
standing risk, investing in disaster and climate 
risk resilience, and disaster preparedness and 
response capacity.

The training had representatives from vari-
ous units and departments of all the institu-
tions, public and private and central level. 
These participants were very instrumental 
in the assessment of disaster and climate risk 
management in Mainland and Zanzibar in 
2022.

Aside from the workshop, the United Na-
tions including World Health Organization 
(WHO) have been working closely with the 
government to address disaster management 
issues in the country. This includes a scoping 
mission undertaken by the Capacity for Disas-
ter Reduction Initiative.

The assessment identified key strengths, 
challenges and gaps and proposed remedies. 
The assessment involved experts from the 
Government, the United Nations Disaster As-
sessment and Coordination (UNDAC), and 
Non-Governmental organizations.

The recommendation from the workshop 
is slated to be submitted for high-level politi-
cal validation for implementation across the 
country.

Govt and WHO 
collaborate on 
programmes
to buttress efforts 
in management 
of, and response 
to, catastrophes
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Transforming Africa’s food systems: Challenges and opportunities
 By Kingsley Ighobor

I
BRAHIM Mayaki, the Africa Union 
Special Envoy for Food Systems, 
previously served as the CEO of the 
AU Development Agency (AUDA-NE-

PAD). Ahead of the UN Food System Stock-
taking Moment scheduled to take place in 
Rome on 24 - 26 July 2023, Africa Renewal’s 
Kingsley Ighobor interviewed Dr. Mayaki. 
They discussed various issues regarding the 
state of Africa’s food systems and the oppor-
tunities and challenges involved in feeding 
a rapidly growing population. Credit Africa 
Renewal, United Nations.

 
Below are excerpts from their insight-

ful conversation:
Q: As the African Union Special Envoy 

for Food Systems, what is the scope of your 
mandate and what should Africans expect 
from you?

The role of special envoys of the AU is pri-
marily to tackle a critical issue for which the 
AU needs support. A special envoy does not 
seek to replace or take over the responsibili-
ties of the AU or the AU Commission (AUC). 
Instead, their role is to support and enhance 
their work by bringing additional value.

This is the first time the AU is designating a 
Special Envoy specifically dedicated to food 
systems. Previously, notable individuals 
such as Rwanda’s Donald Kaberuka served 
as Special Envoy for Financing and Michel 
Sidibé from Mali as Special Envoy for the Af-
rican Medicines Agency.

There are three main reasons behind this 
decision to designate a special envoy for 
food systems. These issues were thoroughly 
discussed when I accepted the designation.

Firstly, we could enter a post-Ukraine war 
era that will be characterised by a crisis in 
food systems.

Leaders must not only establish the food 
systems but should also ensure their effec-
tiveness in achieving desired outcomes

The market has witnessed an unfavour-
able evolution, and African countries are 
suffering the consequences of that war. We 
have observed shortages of vital resources 
such as fertilisers, seeds, wheat, etc. The 
crisis and our response to it have revealed a 
lack of co-ordinated efforts.

Hence, the first reason for appointing a 
Special Envoy is to ensure preparedness for 
such a crisis, even as we anticipate more cri-
ses in the future.

The second reason relates to the many 
initiatives addressing food systems issues in 
Africa. We have some complexity in terms of 
initiatives, and this complexity necessitates 
better management and coherence.

Without proper co-ordination, Member 
States and their stakeholders may struggle 
to comprehend the direction we are head-
ing in. Therefore, the appointment aims to 
foster preparedness and enhance coher-
ence among these initiatives.

The third reason, closely linked to the pre-
vious two, pertains to resource mobilisation. 
Specifically, it refers to the need to mobilise 
domestic resources to address the challeng-
es faced in food systems.

We also have the resources of multilateral 
development banks and other institutions 
that can support Africa’s endeavours in 
transforming its food systems.

Q: Apart from the Ukraine crisis, what 
other factors are jeopardising Africa’s 
food systems?

I will start by unpacking the concept of 
food systems. Previously, and still now, we 
talked about agriculture, agricultural pro-
duction, rural economy, diversification, ag-

countries.

Q: How does the Africa 
Common Position on Food 
Systems inform your prepa-
ration and participation in 
the upcoming UN Food Sys-
tems Stocktaking Moment?

 At the UN Food Systems and 
Stocktaking exercise, each re-
gion of the world will present 
a position. Africa’s position 
will revolve around three key 
issues.

The first one is financing 
food systems transformation. 
It should be a priority for our 
partners that our capacity to 
mobilise domestic resources is 
not undermined.

 The second is climate, which 
will need to be looked at in a 
very realistic manner. Despite 
commitments made at the var-
ious COPS, many of them re-
main unfulfilled. If these com-
mitments cannot be respected, 
we must explore alternative 
approaches to climate finance.

The third is about our small-
scale farmers. The farmers are 
a part of a private sector we are 
talking about. The private sec-
tor is not only agribusiness; it 
also includes small-scale farm-
ers who have the capacity and 
knowledge to transform our 
food systems. They need to be 
supported, as it is done in the 
US and Europe.

At the stocktaking exercise, 
what will also be looked at is 
how far we have gone in im-
plementing the conclusions of 
the 2021 Food Systems Summit 
and what lessons each region 
can learn from the others.

Q: With Africa’s projected 
population reaching approxi-
mately 2.5 billion by 2050, 
coupled with the existing chal-
lenge of over 250 million mal-
nourished Africans, is there a 
sense of heightened concern 
among policymakers and 
stakeholders?

This question is extremely 
pertinent because Africa’s 
population is set to double by 
2050. The most critical con-
cern is the challenge of feed-
ing over 1 billion additional 
people. Failure to address this 
issue with the necessary capac-
ity and solutions will not only 
strain our existing governance 
systems but also heighten so-
cial fragility.

Given our demographic situ-
ation, the risk of encountering 
numerous political crises be-
comes imminent.

Urgency is paramount, 
necessitating an alarmist ap-
proach and accelerating the 
implementation of solutions, 
especially considering that a 
significant portion of the pro-
jected population growth al-
ready exists today.

This acceleration must be 
achieved through the appro-
priate policies and political de-
termination.

  IPS UN Bureau

ricultural productivity, food secu-
rity and insecurity.

We are talking about food sys-
tems now because it embraces the 
entire spectrum, in an integrated 
manner, of processes, from the 
farmer to the consumer, and, in-
between, the numerous actors 
and sectors.

Evidently, food systems are 
about production, nutrition, 
roads and other infrastructure, 
markets, and trade. It’s about con-
necting farmers to markets, about 
education and entrepreneurship, 
enabling small-scale farmers to 
become micro and small entre-
preneurs. It’s about agribusiness.

Additionally, it emphasizes the 
importance of providing consum-
ers with essential information and 
addressing the impacts of climate 
change, particularly in regions like 
Africa that suffer greatly despite 
being net zero emitters.

If we look at Africa today, it’s 
true that we have reduced ex-
treme poverty in the past 20 to 25 
years, but at the same time there is 
an increase in malnutrition.

Our food import bill is still very 
high, beyond $60 billion a year. 
The small-scale farmers who pro-
duce 80 per cent of the food we 
eat also suffer from malnutrition 
and food insecurity, which is ab-
normal.

We have utilised frameworks 
such as CAADP [the Comprehen-
sive Africa Agricultural Develop-
ment Programme] and the Malabo 
Declaration to address agricultur-
al development. The Malabo Dec-
laration is considered a precursor 
to food systems because it opened 
agriculture to other sectors.

It is a kind of CAADP phase two, 
and it has been well implemented 
with over 40 countries adopting 
national agricultural investment 
plans. The African Development 
Bank has started to develop com-
pacts at the national levels to en-
able countries have frameworks 
that will attract financing.

So, we have the frameworks, 
but we need two radical things 
to occur.

 The first one is to have a whole-
of-government approach toward 
food systems transformation and 
not leave it to the agriculture or 
the environment ministries.

Secondly, we need to invest 
more in food systems to reduce 
food insecurity. I said at the Ibra-
him Governance Weekend [held 
from 28-30 April, 2023] that food 
insecurity is not a question of pro-
duction; it’s a question of poverty. 
At the end of the day the main aim 
is to tackle poverty.

Fact Box
Africa’s food import bill is be-

yond $60 billion a year.
Africa will have approximately 

2.5 billion people by 2050
We need a moonshot for Africa’s 

land restoration movement
The COP26 Africa needs
Now is the time to sprint if we 

want to end hunger, achieve other 
SDGs. Regarding CAADP, we see 
that many countries are still not 
meeting their commitment to in-
vest 10 per cent of national budg-
ets in agriculture and rural devel-

opment?
You are right. Only around 10 

to 12 countries out of the 50-plus 
have managed to reach the target 
of investing 10 per cent of their na-
tional budgets in agriculture.

However, some countries claim 
to meet the 10 percent threshold, 
but their expenditures include 
items that are not directly linked 
to food systems or the transfor-
mation of agriculture through a 
sound integrated plan.

When you have a head of state 
who prioritises agricultural trans-
formation and provides the drive 
that leads to results and impact, 
that transformation happens. So, 
the issue of leadership is critical.

Technically, we know what 
needs to be done—agricultural 
techniques, access to market and 
finance, and increasing yields—but 
we need the political solution and 
determination to move forward.

Sometimes you have leadership 
but lack the necessary systems. 
Leaders must not only establish 
the systems but also ensure their 
effectiveness in achieving desired 

outcomes.

Q: How do you anticipate the 
AfCFTA’s [African Continental 
Free Trade Area] potential to 
strengthen Africa’s food sys-
tems, considering the complex-
ities and the need for an inte-
grated approach?

The AfCFTA aims to resolve the 
issues of tariff and non-tariff bar-
riers and to facilitate the flows of 
goods and services. These require 
working on normative issues such 
as rules and regulations.

But it’s not the AfCFTA by itself 
that will facilitate production. The 
success of the AfCFTA in enhanc-
ing our food systems transforma-
tion is contingent upon the avail-
ability of robust infrastructure 
such as roads, railways, and stor-
age facilities.

So, the AfCFTA is an important 
instrument, but it must be com-
plemented by sound policies and 
well-developed infrastructure.

Food insecurity is not a ques-
tion of production; it’s a question 
of poverty. At the end of the day 
the main aim is to tackle poverty

Can that be done?
Again, I emphasize the impor-

tance of effective national leader-
ship in addressing our prevailing 
challenges, as many of them ne-
cessitate solutions at the national 
level. While regional solutions 
are crucial, national governments 
need to embrace and implement 
these regional solutions.

Furthermore, it is vital to en-
sure coherence among all our ini-
tiatives. We should not adopt dis-
parate approaches from various 
institutions, as this would create 
a landscape of competing initia-
tives. Instead, we must assert our 
strategic frameworks and urge 
our partners to align with these 
frameworks.

These frameworks include 
CAADP, the Malabo Declaration, 
and the African Common Posi-
tion on Food Systems, which was 
developed through inclusive na-
tional dialogues involving over 50 
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 By Francis Kajubi

Suphian Ali (47), a resident 
of Kunguru suburb in Dar es 
Salaam, will never forget the 
pains of living on a land with 
no legal ownership document.

 In 1999, he bought a two acre of 
land and spent 18 years on it com-
fortably, until 2017, when he fell into 
a conflict with his neighbor over the 
demarcation.

  The conflict ascended because 
Ali had no title deed for the owned 
land, which would have helped him 
to solve the conflict immediately 
with his neighbour.

  Ali said that he built a residen-
tial house on the piece of land, eight 
years after the purchase; but he 
was not sure of the border with his 
neighbour’s land.

“Most of the people who buy land 
from landlords don’t make a follow-
up for a land survey to the respec-
tive authorities. People stay with 
their land for years without a title 
deed especially in rural areas,” said 
Ali.

  According to him, most people 
own land, but are not considered to 
be the owners since they don’t have 
title deeds or related legal docu-
ments.

 However, he said, spiraling annu-
al fees linked to land ownership and 
other payments scare away land 
owners from seeking possession of 
legal documents.

 Ali is among the millions of Tan-
zanians who have fallen into con-
flicts, lost land or use such land as 
an asset for development purposes, 
such as use as collateral to access 
bank loans.

  The Land Act No. 4 Cap 334 of 
1999 Section 23 (2) states: “Any per-
son who at the commencement of 
this Act, has, without any official 
title, acquired and occupied as his 
home for not less than three years, 
land in an urban or peri-urban area 
other than land held for a granted 
or customary right of occupancy or 
as a tenant of a person so holding 
land or land to which subsection (2) 
of Section 51 applies, shall by virtue 
if this Act be deemed to occupy that 
land as a residential licensee under 
a license granted from year to year 
to that person by the local author-
ity having jurisdiction in the area 
where that land is situated.”

  Section 29 (1) (b) of the same 
Act reads: “When the land commis-
sioner decides to issue right of land 
ownership to a person who is sub-
jected to land ownership or has an 
offer to land ownership, shall pro-
vide a certificate which is regarded 

as title deed of land by the respec-
tive person.”

 Article 24 (1) of the Constitution 
of the United Republic of Tanzania 
1977 stipulates: “Every person is 
entitled to own property, and has a 
right to the protection of his proper-
ty held in accordance with the law.”

 To overcome land conflicts and 
other related problems, the govern-
ment is currently taking bold initia-
tives to ensure all Tanzanians legal-
ly own land they live on come 2025.

  The initiative involves survey-
ing all non-surveyed land, planning 
and formalization of informal set-
tlements to enable people to benefit 
economically from the land they 
own.

  Through the 2023/24 budget 
priorities, the ministry of Land, 
Housing and Human Settlements 
Development will inspect 230 big 
and small farms, to determine com-
pliance with legal ownership condi-
tions.

  However, in the Finance Act 
2023/24, the government had 
brought more relief to landowners, 
by reducing and suspending land 
ownership fees.

 Last week’s Property Watch edi-
tion published a story developed 
from the FinScope Tanzania 2023 
report by the Financial Sector Deep-
ening Trust (FSDT) saying more 
than a half Tanzanians live on land 
with no legal documents of owner-
ship.

  In the 2023/24 budget speech 
tabled last month in the National 
Assembly land minister Dr Angelina 
Mabula, highlighted seven priorities 
for transforming land and the hous-
ing sector for the benefits of the 
people through a 171.3bn/- ministe-
rial budget.

 Land management and applica-
tion of Information and Commu-
nications Technology (ICT) in data 
collection and storage, land formali-
zation are among top priorities. 

  She said out of the total budg-
et,  8.2bn/- is allocated for the 
National Land Use Planning Com-
mission (NLUPC) to process legal 
ownership of land.

  “The ministry shall also survey 
the borders of 200 villages, prepare 
plans for land use and approve 
200,000 traditional title deeds. The 
ministry shall digitise 1,647,330 land 
records which are now in the ana-
logue form,” she said.

 Article 74(a) of CCM manifesto for 
2020-2025, directs the government 
to ensure that all land is planned, 
surveyed and legally owned by the 
people for residential and commer-
cial purposes through possession of 

title deeds.
 “The importance of title deeds is 

to guarantee security of ownership 
and facilitate mitigation of land dis-
putes. Also, title deeds can be used 
as collateral on financial institutions 
and legal Instruments,” defended 
Dr Mabula.

 She said as of May 15, 2023, finan-
cial institutions had disbursed loans 
worth 60.1bn/- to 1,382 borrowers 
with title deeds and customary title 
deeds.

 The minister said the borrowers 
were from the districts of  Mbozi, 
Iringa, Babati, Bariadi, Arumeru, 
Mbarali, Manyoni, Kilombero, Baga-
moyo, Mbinga na Tandahimba.

 “I would like to assure the pub-
lic and financial institutions  that 
customary title deeds are valid and 
legal documents; I insist they con-
tinue to use them for  economic 
benefits,” said Dr. Mabula.

  In the previous financial year, 
the ministry had also pledged to 
inspect the ownership of 230 farms 
in order to determine compliance 
with ownership conditions.  As of 
May 15, 2023, a total of 216 farms 
were inspected (97 percent).

During the period, the ministry 
also reviewed ownership details of 
635,833 land owners of the 500,000 
targeted land owners by June 2023, 
an equivalent of 127 percent of the 
target.

 During 2022/23, a total of 2,684 
land disputes were resolved.

 The ministry had during 2022/23 
planned to formalize 300,000 set-
tlements, only managed to formal-
ize 190,768 settlements, an equiva-
lent of 64 percent.

  The ministry planned to erect 
100 beacons in various areas of the 
country, as of May 15th  2023, 106 
beacons were erected in the regions 
include Dodoma (13), Pwani (27), 
Iringa  (13), Mbeya (28), Tanga (9), 
Manyara (4), Singida  (3), Kagera 
(3), Geita (2) and Tabora (4) making 
a total of 1,041 beacons erected on 
surveyed land countrywide.

 However, through the five years 
Land Tenure Improvement Project 
(LTIP) 2022/27, the ministry is ex-
pecting to formalize more settle-
ments.

 The $150 million (345bn/-) LTIP 
World Bank funded project targets 
the formalization of informal settle-
ments in 559 streets, prepares land 
use plans in six districts and  500 
villages, prepares 250 village center 
plans and verifies boundaries of 
500 villages.

  The outcome of formalization 
and planning of villages will facili-
tate the obtaining of  500,000 cer-
tificates of customary right of oc-
cupancy (CCROs), and two million 
residential licenses (RLs).

  It will also focus on improve-
ment of land management which 
will involve building 22 survey cent-
ers in 22 regions and erect new 400 
beacons countrywide. 

  She said the centers will facili-
tate efficiency in  land surveying 
and contribute to reducing time for 
planning and survey costs.

  According to the minister, the 
government has also planned to 
install the Integrated Land Manage-
ment Information System (ILMIS) in 
132 councils and construct four lec-
turer Halls in Morogoro and Tabora 
Ardhi Institutes.

 In the year 2023/24, she said, the 
government will start implement-
ing the Land Data Infrastructure 
(LDI) project with a $65 million 
(159bn/-) loan from the Exim Bank 
of South Korea.

  Tabling the 2023/24 budget in 
the National Assembly last month, 
the Minister for Finance and Plan-
ning Dr. Mwigulu Nchemba pro-
posed for the amendments of the 
Land Act Cap 113 of 1999, to reduce 
premium of land value from 0.5 per-
cent to 0.25 percent;

  To reduce annual title deed 
fee from the previous 50,000/- to 
25,000/- per title deed; to reduce 
the title deed registration fee from 
20 percent to 10 percent;

  To reduce fee for title deed ap-
plication from 20,000/- to 5,000/- 
and to suspend the deed plan fee 
which land owners were previously 
charged 20,000/-.

  The Population and Housing 
Census 2022 results by the National 
Bureau of Statistics (NBS) show that 
Tanzania Main land has 13,907,951 
properties.

  Of these properties, 4,132,438 
an equivalent of 29.7 percent are in 
urban areas and 9,776,513 an equiva-
lent of 70.3 percent are in rural ar-
eas.

  However, of the total proper-
ties, 12,717,893 an equivalent of 91.4 
percent are residential properties, 
while 470,476 an equivalent of 3.4 
percent are both residential and 
commercial properties.

  The remaining 719,582 proper-
ties, an equivalent of 5.2 percent, 
are used for other various purposes. 

 The census results further state 
that the country’s human popula-
tion reached 61.74 million, a 27.23 
percent increase from the 2012 pop-
ulation that stood at 44.93 million.

 The Controller and Auditor Gen-
eral (CAG) report for Local Govern-
ment Authorities 2019/20 reveals 
that during the audit on land own-
ership it has learned that 27 district 
councils were possessing land val-
ued 1.14trn/- which had not been 
granted title deeds as required by 
the law.

  “The negligence of not survey-
ing, planning and formalization 
of land can lead into conflicts es-
pecially on land owned by district 
councils against host communities,” 
reads the CAG report adding;

 “I suggest that the respective dis-
trict councils survey their land, so 
that it can be owned legally.”

  In ensuring access to land is 
secure and equitable for all, the 
United Nations (UN) has set the Sus-
tainable Development Goal (SDG 
1.4.2), which measures individuals’ 
land tenure security, and SDG 5.a.1, 
which measures tenure security 
over agricultural land from a gender 
perspective.

 Neema Lugangira, a Special Seats 
legislator argued that the Land 
Act does not favor women when it 
comes to land ownership suggest-
ing further review of the law. 

  Minister for Constitution and 
Legal Affairs Dr. Damas Ndumbaro 
admits that the number of women 
who directly own the land they live 
on or cultivate is not satisfactory.

  “The situation is not caused by 
the law but community perception 
depending on our African traditions 
and customs which in turn call for 

government and NGOs collabora-
tion to sensitize the public on the 
essence of women’s right to land 
ownership as per the National Con-
struction Article 24 and as stipu-
lated by Section 3 (1) and (2) of the 
Village Land Act No. 5 of 1999,” said 
Dr. Ndumbaro.

 According to the minister, most 
customary laws are against wom-
en’s right to land ownership.

 “In this case, the government is 
ready and inviting stakeholders to 
collaborate to sensitize communi-
ties on women’s right to land own-
ership,” said Dr. Ndumbaro.

  The African Union’s Agenda 
2063 gives importance to securing 
women’s land rights as a critical 
area for action in eradicating pov-
erty and reducing gender equality 
gaps.

  According to the research find-
ings dubbed ‘Women’s Access to 
Land in Tanzania: The Case of the 
Makete District 2017’ by Kerbina 
Moyo from the Department of Real 
Estate and Construction Manage-
ment, School of Architecture and 
Built Environment Stockholm, 
states that within households, men 
occupy about 47 percent of the land.

 Mixed ownership reaches almost 
37 percent, while women occupy a 
small portion which is 16 percent of 
the family land in Tanzania.

 It states that customary land ten-
ure accounts for 97 percent of land 
in the Makete district while general 
land tenure forms three percent. 

Makete district in particular, the 
study found that 63 women, an 
equivalent of 56 percent of the in-
terviewed in Bulongwa, Lupalilo, 
and Mwakauta villages had ac-
quired land through inheritance 
in the form of either family or clan 
land.

  Purchase of land ranked sec-
ond with about 30 respondents (27 
percent), allocation by friends took 
third position with eight respond-
ents (seven percent).

 Allocation by friends or relatives 
and leasing of land accounted for 
three percent each from three inter-
viewed respondents.

 “Allocation by village leaders 
formed four percent with five re-
spondents,” reads the survey report.

   The minister of lands also rec-
ognizes the importance of women 
land ownership by saying: “The 
transformation initiatives in the 
land sector take into consideration 
women’s right towards land owner-
ship;

  They also target at ending con-
flicts, increasing the value of land 
among Tanzanians.”

Safaricom eyes 595 new 5G  sites in battle with Airtel

Ending conflicts, increasing the 
value of land among Tanzanians 

A woman captured while working on a farm.

 NAIROBI

SAFARICOM plans to 
add 595 new fifth-gen-
eration (5G) sites by the 
end of March next year 
to rival Airtel Kenya that 
currently boasts more 
locations that support 
the superfast speeds.

The telco says in the 
latest annual report that 
it targets to increase its 
5G sites from the current 
205 to 800 by the close 
of March 2024, in a de-
velopment that will re-
quire Airtel to add more 
sites or cede its current 
lead.

Airtel Kenya last week 
announced it has taken 
the number of its active 
5G sites to 370, posi-
tioned in 16 counties and 
180 wards nationwide.

This means Airtel is 
currently ahead of Safa-
ricom, which added 170 
5G sites to take its count 
at the end of March to 
205 compared with 35 A sign showing Fibre ready zone in Nyeri town

in a similar period last 
year.

Safaricom’s 5G sites, 
however, cover 23 coun-
ties compared with Air-
tel’s 16.

“Our aim is to con-
tinue increasing the 
empowerment of our 
customers with super-
fast internet at work, at 
home and on the move, 
by supplementing our 
growing fibre network,” 
says Safaricom in the an-
nual report.

But Airtel Kenya also 
stands ready to increase 
its active sites past the 
current 370 as it pre-
pares to battle Safa-
ricom for a larger share 
of the fast-growing data 
business.

The Kenyan unit of 
India’s Bharti Airtel dis-
closed earlier that it had 

over 600 5G-ready sites 
that do not require any 
further modifications 
before going live.

“Airtel 5G will revolu-
tionise various sectors, 
such as smart cities, 
education, healthcare, 
Agri-tech, transport sys-
tems, entertainment, 
and more, shaping the 
future of Kenya,” said 
Shish Malhotra, manag-
ing director at Airtel Ke-
nya.

The 5G technology is 
much faster compared 
to the current widely 
available 4G but re-
quires more high-end 
smartphones in addi-
tion to the expensive 
data bundles that are 
out of reach for the ma-
jority of Kenyans.

Subscribers who want 
to use the superfast in-

ternet have to buy new 
handsets that are com-
patible with 5G before 
they can hook to a ser-
vice that offers much 
faster data downloads 
and upload speeds eas-
ing congestion.

In April this year Sa-
faricom extended its su-
per-fast fifth-generation 
(5G) network coverage 
to 28 towns across Ke-
nya’s 21 counties, em-
powering its customers 
in the covered areas to 
enjoy accelerated con-
nectivity for both their 
homes and businesses.

The move grows the 
number up from 11 
towns in eight counties 
covered when Safari-
com first rolled out com-
mercial use of 5G in Oc-
tober last year, pointing 
to an aggressive push by 
the telco to expand its 
data business as part of 
efforts to counter slow 
growth in voice calls 
revenue.



 LAGOS

THERE is an urgent need 
to make African economies 
fit for the digital age, said 
MTN Group CEO Ralph 
Mupita, who has called for 

balanced, modern telecoms regula-
tory frameworks across Africa.

Mupita said balanced laws 
increase investor confidence, 
promote innovation, and 
drive growth in the industry.

The MTN Group boss said a 
McKinsey series of interviews 
with telecommunications 
leaders.

He expressed his views on 
low rates of smartphone pen-
etration, broadband access, 
telecom legislation and new 
investments in digital infra-
structure. 

Blended, he said, these en-
able the continent to leapfrog 
its current hurdles and make 
seismic advances in every-
thing from education, health-
care, agriculture, logistics, 
mining, and other industries.

On legislation, Mupita said: 

“There is an urgent need for 
more harmonised and mod-
ern regulatory frameworks 
across Africa.”

He continued: “Regulation 
is a potential massive driver 
of the growth and transfor-
mation of the industry. The 
regulatory frameworks that 
we have had over the last 20 
years have served us very 
well. They were designed in 
the transition era from voice 
to data, basically from 2G to 
3G technology.

“But these regulatory 
frameworks are not fit for the 
future, and without change, 
will keep Africa behind as the 
rest of the world advances. 
They are based on a belief 
that you need four to five or 
even six-player markets when 
we see consolidation globally 
in many markets.”

Mupita urged governments 
to help rebalance the digital 
ecosystem by creating fairer 
business conditions for the 
telecoms sector.

He explained: “A real issue 

on the African continent is 
a lack of harmonisation of 
regulatory frameworks as you 
move from country to coun-
try.

“How you approach spec-
trum acquisition in country 
X and country Y, which might 
even be neighbours, but be 
quite different. It’s very chal-

lenging for us as a multina-
tional operator in 19 markets, 
where the regulations differ 
from country to country.

“Modernising and evolv-
ing regulations is critical for 
creating a more attractive cli-
mate for global capital. Many 
estimates show that the con-
tinent needs $100 billion in 

capital investments to meet 
the goal of universal broad-
band by 2030, and what is be-
ing spent now is insufficient.”

Mupita’s plea follows a simi-
lar request from the GSM As-
sociation – a global industry 
body of mobile network op-
erators – which called for tel-
ecom policies and regulations 
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Canadian architect on a mission to rebuild Ukraine

 BELIN

IRISH building materials company Kingspan has 
acquired a 51percent stake in German insulation 
company Steico for €251m. The shares were bought 
from Schramek, Steico’s Austrian parent.

Steico runs four production sites in Poland and 
France, where it makes 27 product lines. Last year, 
it had an operating revenue of €445m.

Steico’s products are based around wood-fibre in-
sulation and wood-based building envelopes. As of 
December 2022, it had gross assets of €509m.

Gene Murtagh, Kingspan’s chief executive, said: 
“The acquisition of a majority stake in Steico repre-
sents an exciting next step in our strategy to provide 
the full spectrum of insulation products. 

“Its suite of wood-based building envelope solu-
tions broadens our ability to enable our custom-
ers to meet their sustainability and energy perfor-
mance needs.”

The acquisition is due to be completed in early 
2024. Kingspan Group plc, the global leader in high 
performance insulation and building envelope solu-
tions, is pleased to announce that it has entered into 
an agreement with Schramek GmbH (“Schramek”) 
to acquire c.51% of the shares of Steico SE (“Steico”), 
with an option to acquire a further c.10 percent of 
shares in Steico in the future.

  Steico is the world leader in natural insulation 
and wood-based building envelope products, based 
in  Germany  and listed on the unofficial mar-
kets of several German Stock Exchanges. It has a 
very well invested asset base, with four large pro-
duction sites comprising 27 lines situated in  Po-
land  and  France, including additional capacity 
nearing completion with up to EUR200m revenue 
headroom.

  Steico had audited operating revenues of  EU-
R445m in the 12 months to 31 December 2022 and 
EBITDA of EUR90m in the same period.  As at June 
2023, Steico guided 2023 revenues of c.EUR378m at 
an EBIT margin of 8 percent – 10 percent (FY22 14.6 
percent).  As at 31 December 2022, Steico had gross 
assets of EUR509m.

  The initial consideration for the shares will 
be EUR35 per share, plus potential deferred con-
sideration of up to a further EUR35 per share con-
tingent on achievement of specified thresholds with 
a material uplift in profitability.  

The initial consideration of approximate-
ly EUR251.4m will be satisfied on completion, with 
25 percent of the consideration potentially being 
exchanged for new shares in Kingspan (subject to 
Kingspan share price at completion).  

The consideration payable under the put and call 
option to acquire Schramek’s remaining c. 10 per-
cent in Steico is for a capped amount based on a 
multiple of future earnings.

The acquisition is expected to be earnings neutral 
initially, based on Kingspan consensus EPS for 2023 
and Steico guidance for 2023.

In addition to Steico’s existing ambitious growth 
plans we anticipate significant long term leverage 
via the Kingspan sales channels.  

The existing Steico executive management team 
will be retained in the business, and will continue to 
manage and develop the business.   Upon closing, 
Kingspan will seek fair representation on Steico’s 
administrative board.

  The acquisition is conditional on regulatory 
clearance, and is  expected to complete in early 
2024. Following completion, Steico will continue to 
maintain its listings on the German Stock Exchang-
es.

Kingspan to acquire majority stake 
in its German rival Steico for €251m 

 KYIV

PRINCIPAL of WZMH 
Architects, Zenon 
Radewych, is spearhead-
ing a drive in Ukraine to 
use its system of stack-
able concrete modules 
to rebuild apartment 
blocks damaged by in-
vading Russian forces.

He believes the Speed-
stac system, developed 
with WZMH’s innovation 
lab, Sparkbird, can help 
Ukrainian cities rebuild 
faster and make better 
use of damaged struc-
tures by adding modules 
to them.

As of March this year, 
the cost of rebuilding 
Ukraine was  estimated 
to be $411bn, according 
to a joint assessment 
by the government of 
Ukraine, the World Bank, 
the European Commis-
sion, and the UN.

Housing is a big part of 
that. Last year, the Kyiv 
School of Economics cal-
culated that as of Septem-
ber 2022 some 136,0000 
residential buildings 
had been damaged or 
destroyed, among them 
nearly  16,000 apart-
ment buildings. Within 
Ukraine, some 5.4 mil-
lion people have been 

displaced and 8.1 million 
have fled abroad.

Following an endorse-
ment by the Ukrainian 
embassy in Canada last 
year, officials in Kyiv and 
Irpin have requested 
proposals from WZMH 
on using Speedstac to re-
store specific buildings, 
and will use these pro-
posals to seek interna-
tional funding, with help 
from WZMH.

“There’s a lot of inter-
est from Ukrainian gov-
ernment officials reach-
ing out to us,” Radewych 
told GCR. “We say show 
us where you want to re-
build, give us a letter of 
support saying that yes, 
you want a building here 
with ‘x’ amount of units, 
that you’ll support us on 
the ground in terms of 
approvals etcetera, and 
we’ll do the concept and 
go knocking on doors to 
get some funding.”

At the same time, 
WZMH is engaging with 
architects, universities, 
and students in Ukraine 
to encourage them to de-
sign with the Speedstac 
concept. It sponsors four 
paid design internships 
at two Ukrainian univer-
sities, and has organised 
“hackathons” among 

architecture and IT stu-
dents.

How the idea evolved
The modules are self-

contained rooms with 
built-in electrical and 
plumbing services, which 
Sparkbird  says  can be 
“transplanted” by crane 
into damaged buildings. 
A locking mechanism 
allows modules to be 
added or removed as 
needed.

Radewych, a Canadian 
of Ukrainian heritage, 
first came up with the 
Speedstac idea for resi-
dential schemes in North 
America. But after the 
February 2022 invasion, 
many Ukrainians flee-
ing it went to Canada. 
Among them were ar-
chitects, seven of whom 
Toronto-based WZMH 
would go on to hire. 
Amid that influx, the 
idea of applying Speed-
stac to support the Her-
culean task of rebuilding 
Ukraine took root.

An early idea was to 
slot individual Speed-
stac modules into spaces 
left by damaged indi-
vidual apartments, but 
after speaking to Ukrain-
ian structural engineers 
and getting to know the 
1950s and 1960s-built 

towers, themselves built 
with prefabricated con-
crete panels, Radewych’s 
team now think it will be 
better to replace whole 
building sections.

“If the end of the build-
ing’s been hit, slice off 
that end and rebuild 
with Speedstac,” Radew-
ych said. “If the top of 
the building’s been dam-
aged, slice that off and 
add Speedstac. If the 
middle is damaged, rip 
out that portion and re-
build.

 ISLAMABAD

Eleven workers were killed early Wednesday 
after a portion of the outer wall of a sprawling 
compound collapsed after being weakened by 
rains near an under-construction bridge on the 
outskirts of Pakistan’s capital, Islamabad, police 
and rescue officials said.

A wall was damaged by the wind and rain, caus-
ing it to collapse onto workers tents at a construc-
tion  site.

The victims were working on a bridge, but the 
wall that caused the deaths was part of a nearby 
building.

Five other employees were injured. The work-
ers were among 112 fatalities since the monsoon 
began in Pakistan on 25 June.

The wall fell while the workers sat inside their 
roadside tents at the construction site.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif in a statement 
expressed his sorrow and grief over the deaths.

Local police official Mohammad Akram and 
Emergency Service Rescue 1122 said the collapse 
happened amid the monsoon rains near the 
neighborhood of Golra and that the bodies of the 
deceased were recovered. At least five construc-
tion workers were also injured, senior police of-
ficer Khan Zeb said.

Officials said the rains hadn’t caused any dam-
age to the walls of the under-construction bridge 
and that the laborers were killed or injured when 
the wall of a nearby building collapsed, burying 
them under the rubble.

Monsoon rains have been lashing Pakistan 
since June 25, killing at least 112 people in weath-
er-related incidents. The rains have also swelled 
Pakistan’s rivers in eastern Punjab province, 
swamping hundreds of villages and displacing at 
least 15,000 people.

The rains returned to Pakistan a year after cli-
mate-induced downpours inundated at one point 
one-third of Pakistan, killing 1,739 people. The 
floods also caused $30 billion in damage in cash-
strapped Pakistan in 2022.

Eleven construction 
workers killed 
as monsoon rain 
destroy building

MTN says outdated telco laws will hold Africa back
based on international-
ly accepted principles.

In its Mobile Economy 
2023 report, the asso-
ciation notes telecoms 
infrastructure serves 
as the foundation of all 
modern digital econo-
mies and calls upon 
policymakers to take 
action that develops the 
industry by removing 
combative sector-spe-
cific regulations.

Call for clarity

For Mupita, the call 
to action comes after 
recent legal squabbles 
involving MTN Group in 
some African markets.

Earlier this year, MTN 
was at odds with the 
Ghana Revenue Author-
ity over a $773 million 
tax claim; the matter 
was subsequently with-
drawn, after extensive 
discussions.

While, in Cameroon, 

MTN has failed for ten 
months to access its 
bank accounts, worth 
over $23 million. 

This is at the request 
of Ahmadou Baba Dan-
pullo, a business tycoon 
with strong government 
connections, who is in 
dispute with South Af-
rican authorities and a 
bank of that country. 

MTN Group is head-
quartered in South Af-
rica.

MTN Cameroon is 
now facing operational 
challenges, CEO Mitwa 
Ng’ambi said recently, 
adding that the situa-
tion could negatively 
impact the 12 million 
subscribers it serves.

The matter has since 
drawn the attention of 
the South African gov-
ernment, which has 
expressed concern re-
garding the treatment 
of MTN.

MTN plaza in Lagos city

A man doing insulation installation

Damaged building sections in Kyiv



 NAIROBI

UNDER the scorching midday sun of 
Mahoo village in Taita Taveta County, silt 
deposits and rocks cover the pathway of 
Mwanguwa Ravine, revealing patches of 
steep areas that when it rains floods.

Without water, it is safe to navigate the 
ravine, but walking through the deposits of 
silt, you notice parts have been turned into 
landfill sites, carrying mostly used diapers, 
plastic bags and bottles.

Mwanguwa is one of several ravines in 
the area that pour their waters into Njoro 
Springs, which is connected to River Lumi. 
This river empties into Lake Jipe, an inter-
territorial lake straddling the borders of 
Kenya and Tanzania.

This lake is a shallow backwater of the 
Lumi River, which afterwards becomes 
the Ruvu River, and enters the Nyumba ya 
Mungu Reservoir in Tanzania.

After joining there with the Kikuletwa 
hot spring, the stream flows as the Pangani 
River into the Indian Ocean.

And so, other than causing health risks 
to thousands who depend on water from 
all these sources, this waste and particular-
ly plastic refuse, poses a serious environ-
mental danger to the Indian Ocean.

According to Grantone Mwandawiro, the 
Taita Taveta county executive committee 
member for Water, Sanitation, Environ-
ment Climate Change and Natural Re-
sources, plastic refuse disposal is a thorny 
issue.

In a 2022 Municipal Solid Waste Manage-
ment Audit Report, the county indicates 
that most of the mismanaged plastic waste 
end up in water bodies through drainage 
channels since most of the population 
without collection services dump waste in 
storm drains.

According to the report, the county gen-
erates 3,329 tonnes of plastic waste per 

year.
Kenya consumes about 1.3 million tonnes 

of plastics per year; 27 percent is collected 
and eight percent is recycled.

Kenya imposed a ban on plastic carrier 
bags in 2017, which was later reviewed to 
include single-use plastics in protected ar-
eas

According to the National Environment 
Management Authority (Nema), land-
based activities account for about 80 per-
cent of all marine litter found in Kenya’s 
oceans, rivers, and beaches with the Indi-
an Ocean bearing the biggest brunt.

In October 2021, the European Journal of 
Sustainable Development Research, pub-
lished a joint study by five scientists from 
the University of Nairobi, the University of 
Kwa Zulu Natal, and the Kenya Marine and 
Fisheries Research Institute that painted 
a horrifying reality of a high presence of 
microplastics — fragments of plastics— in 
Kenya’s Indian Ocean.

According to the study, the concentra-
tion of MPs in the surface waters along the 
Kenyan coastline was higher compared to 
other parts of the world.

Kevin Lunzalu, a marine ecologist, says 
when plastics enter aquatic or marine 
ecosystems, they don’t degrade but break 
down into microplastics.

“This takes thousands of years to break 
down, making their impact on marine eco-
systems everlasting,” explains Mr Lunzalu.

Amos Wemanya, an environmental sci-
entist, says the functionality, quality of 
ecosystem services, and resilience of the 
ocean are impacted by a new wave of hu-
man-induced threats resulting from plas-
tics.

“Since microplastics have a very long 
lifespan, they continually absorb organic 
pollutants as they stay in the marine en-
vironment, making them even more dan-
gerous to ocean life and humans,” explains 

Wemanya.
Microplastics compromise how marine 

animals function, causing entanglement 
and ingestion that can be lethal.

“The tiny plastic fragments are persistent 
in the marine ecosystem and due to their 
small size in nature, these fragments are 
mistaken as food and ingested by a range 
of marine animals,” explains Lunzalu.

Endangered marine species like sea tur-
tles face more threat from microplastics, 
he says.

“High concentrations of small plastic 
fragments alter the temperatures of the 
sand on the nesting beaches, which re-
sults in the artificial determination of the 
sex rations of the turtles. For juveniles and 
adults, the harm mainly comes from direct 
ingestion, causing internal injuries.”

Humans are not exempted from the im-
pact of microplastic pollution since they 
depend on fish from the ocean and its ad-
joining ecosystems.

Research published in March by Scien-
ceDirect Journal estimated that close to 
15 percent of the microplastics in the guts 
studied have the potential to translocate 
gut barriers of fish into muscles where 
they get ingested by humans.

But experts remain positive.
According to Lunzalu, though it is nearly 

impossible to eradicate microplastics in 
the oceans due to their quantities, there is 
hope.

Kenya has put in place frameworks and 
regulations to reduce single-use plastics 
use, mitigate the impact on the environ-
ment, and enhance consumer behaviour. 
This is backed by international protocols.

At the individual level, experts say it is 
possible to reduce ocean-bound plastics 
by trimming the consumption of items 
packaged in or made from single-use plas-
tics.
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 LAGOS

CROSS River State Police Command 
has arrested one Asha Dominic af-
ter he invaded a Catholic church and 
destroyed property worth millions 
of naira, following an alleged drug 
overdose. The incident happened on 
Sunday night at St Bernard’s Catholic 
Parish, Enyi, Boje in Boki Local Gov-
ernment Area of the state.

According to a source in the area, 
Miss Rhema, a member of the church, 
Asha Dominic, who is from neigh-
bouring Obanlikwu Local Govern-
ment Area and resident in the area 
as farm help, allegedly took an over 
dose of the drug called “ice” and was 
driven by the impact of the drug to in-
vade the church in the middle of the 
night and destroyed the alter, chairs, 
tables, glass windows, tiles and valu-
able documents.

“The doors were shut but not bolted 
or locked with padlock, so he gained 
access into the church through the 

third door to commit the havoc,” Rhe-
ma told Vanguard on phone.

She said after the destruction, the 
man slept off inside the church until 
the morning when people, who went 
for morning prayers, were taken aback 
by the strange state of their church 
while the perpetrator laid asleep on 
one side of the destroyed floor.

The Assistant Parish priest, Rever-
end Father Matthew Majok, could not 
be reached on phone but our source 
said the Reverend Father incharge of 
the church was on suspension. How-
ever, the assistant (Majok) visited the 
church on Monday to record details of 
items destroyed.

“I just came back from school and 
heard that our main priest is on sus-
pension and I don’t know the cause 
but his assistant, Father Majok was 
here on Monday to take down details 
of what were destroyed by the man.”

Ms Irene Ugbo, the state Police Com-
mand spokesman said she was yet to 
be briefed on the matter.

 NAIROBI

THE International Finance Corporation 
(IFC) is set to make an equity invest-
ment worth Sh2.96 billion ($20.9 mil-
lion) in a US-owned Southern African 
asset manager that is developing 5,000 

affordable houses in Kenya.
The IFC said in new disclosures that 

its equity co-investment with the Invest-
ment Housing Solutions group of compa-
nies (IHS) in the project will see it take up 
a maximum stake that does not exceed 
20 percent in a fund set up to finance the 
affordable housing venture.

The fund has a target equity invest-
ment of up to €130 million ($140 million/
Sh19.8 billion), sourced from various in-
stitutional investors.

Its target area is the Nairobi 
metropolitan area with expansion to 
other counties depending on demand.

A minimum of 15 percent of the funds 
committed capital shall, however, target 
areas outside of Nairobi.

“The proposed IFC investment is an 
equity co-investment package by IFC of 
up to €19.3 million (approximately $20.9 
million) to invest along with IHS Kenya 
Green Housing Partnership LLP and IHS 
Kenya Green Housing SCSp (the Fund) 
in the development and acquisition of 
approximately 5,000 newly developed, 
resource-efficient, green affordable 
housing properties in Kenya,” said the 
IFC in is disclosures.

“The proposed IFC investment 
will consist of up to €10 million 
(approximately $10.9 million) from 
IFC’s own account and up to $10 million 
equivalent in euros (app. €9.3 million) 
from IFC acting as the implementing 

entity of the UK-IFC Market Accelerator 
for Green Construction Program 
(MAGC).”

By the end of last year, IHS had raised 
more than $740 million (Sh104.7 billion) 
since 2008 in capital that has been 
deployed in six multi-investor funds, one 
single-investor fund and listed a publicly 
traded REIT in Johannesburg.

IHS Kenya Green Affordable Housing 
Fund was launched in 2021.

The affordable housing drive in 
Kenya was put in place as one of the 
Big Four agenda items by the previous 
administration.

It has picked up pace over the past 
year after being identified as one of the 
key policy areas by the Kenya Kwanza 

administration, largely under a Public 
Private Partnership (PPP) model.

The push for more affordable houses in 
Kenya is informed by the annual housing 
deficit that is estimated at 200,000 units.

Expensive home loans, owing to a 
number of factors including the high 
cost of land, low levels of income and 
limited access to affordable long-term 
finance, have curtailed the development 
of the mortgage market in Kenya.

As a result, the government together 
with the World Bank, lenders and other 
financial institutions, teamed to form the 
Kenya Mortgage Refinancing Company 
(KMRC), which is disbursing loans to 
primary lenders such as banks in the 
form of long-term funds, with the goal 

of unlocking affordable home loans for 
Kenyans.

On Monday, the International Finance 
Corporation (IFC) announced a technical 
assistance programme for the Central 
Bank of Kenya (CBK) and local banks to 
strengthen the recently introduced risk-
based pricing mechanism for customer 
loans.

The programme, which has a budget 
of $514,345 (Sh72.7 million), will also see 
the IFC offer support to credit reference 
bureaus on how to provide better 
credit scores for small enterprises, use 
of alternative data for credit scoring 
and create awareness to borrowers on 
consumer protection practices.

The support represents the second 
phase of the IFC’s Kenya Credit 
Reporting Strengthening Project, which 
was put in place in June 2022 to help 
the local financial sector recover and 
stabilise from the effects of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

“IFC will support the CBK to strengthen 
credit reporting supervision, and in 
their efforts to enhance lending policies 
and protect customers,” said the IFC 
about the programme that runs until 
December 2025.

“This project also supports the private 
sector through technical assistance to 
financial institutions such as banks to 
improve their internal rating models as a 
key component of compliance and risk-
based pricing of credit”.

Banks have been adopting risk-based 
credit pricing as part of wider reforms 
that are aimed at improving access to 
credit.

The reforms entrenched in the Kenya 
Banking Sector Charter seek to instil 

fairness, transparency, financial literacy 
and financial access.

By the beginning of June, the CBK had 
cleared the risk-based pricing plans of 33 
out of the 39 licensed commercial banks 
in the country.

All commercial banks had been 
required to submit plans for this kind of 
pricing by the end of May 2019.

The expectation is that allowing banks 
to price this way when lending to a 
customer will unlock more lending to 
the private sector.

It will also allow borrowers with good 
repayment records to access new loans 
at friendlier terms.

Other than strengthening the risk-
based credit pricing plan, the project 
will also see the IFC provide technical 
support for the country’s credit 
information-sharing mechanism and 
MSMEs.

Credit access by the private sector has 
remained constrained in Kenya since 
2016, when the introduction of a rate 
cap on custom loans constrained banks’ 
ability to cater for risk when lending.

The removal of the cap in November 
2019, while boosting the single-digit 
credit growth into double digits, has 
failed to fully unlock access to the formal 
loans market for small businesses, amid 
competition from the government for 
funds.

The credit market was further hit 
by the Covid-19 pandemic, which 
caused massive job losses and closures 
of businesses, making it harder for 
borrowers to service loans and forcing 
banks to tighten credit conditions to 
protect their books.

US fund to build 5,000 affordable houses in Kenya

Microplastics choke Kenya coastline despite 2017 ban

Man destroys Catholic church 
property after drug overdose

Plastic pollution in the mangroves around Lamu island.

The ongoing construction of affordable housing at Buxton 

 LONDON

TATA Sons is set to build a £4bn 
gigafactory in the UK, believed to be 
one of the largest-ever investments in 
the country’s car industry.

The facility in Somerset will pro-
duce sustainable battery cells and 
packs for use within the mobility and 
energy sectors, for customers in the 
UK and Europe. The “anchor custom-
ers” will be Jaguar Land Rover ( JLR) 
and Tata Motors – both part of the 
Tata group of companies.

The government said the invest-
ment would create up to 4,000 new 
direct jobs as well as “thousands more 
in the wider supply chain”. Produc-
tion is expected to start in 2026, with 
an ambition to produce 40GW of cells 
annually and use “100 per cent clean 
power”.

The battery production industry 
has been eyed as a high-value growth 
area for contractors, but key figures 
said in May that the UK was running 
out of time to kickstart the industry.

The ISG-led construction of a 

planned £3.8bn gigafactory in North-
umberland was paused earlier this 
year after its developer Britishvolt 
went into administration.

The Australian company that sub-
sequently bought Britishvolt said in 
February that it wanted to restart the 
project “as soon as possible”, but last 
month the BBC reported that  the 
owner’s offices had been raided by 
police.

Wates is  also building a £450m 
gigafactory in Sunderland  – it’s larg-
est-ever project – while Mace chief 
executive Mark Reynolds recently 
told Construction News that his com-
pany was targeting gigafactory work, 
including a major forthcoming pro-
ject in the UK.

The Tata factory announcement fol-
lows months of negotiations. The BBC 
reported that up to £500m in govern-
ment subsidies and grants had been 
offered to “get the deal over the line”. 
The government said details of the 
support provided to Tata Sons “will 
be published in due course”.

Tata to build £4bn battery 
gigafactory in Somerset
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Countries around the world are 

battling heatwaves, with the onset of 
the climate phenonenon El Nino help-
ing push temperatures higher.

Scientists told Reuters that climate 
change and El Nino are the major driv-
ers of extreme heat that have seen tem-
perature records broken, while leaving 
some 80 million Americans under ex-
cessive heat warnings.

El Nino is a natural phenomenon that 
in addition to contributing to higher 
temperatures in many parts of the 
world, also drives tropical cyclones in 
the Pacific and boosts rainfall and flood 
risk in parts of the Americas, Asia and 
elsewhere.

In June, the US National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
declared that an El Nino is now under 
way. The past three years have been 
dominated by the cooler La Nina pat-
tern. 

Scientists have warned that this year 
looks particularly worrying. The last 
time a strong El Nino was in full swing, 
in 2016, the world saw its hottest year on 
record. Meteorologists expect that this 
El Nino, coupled with excess warming 
from climate change, will see the world 
grapple with record-high temperatures.

Experts are also concerned about 

what is going on in the ocean. An El 
Nino means that waters in the Eastern 
Pacific are warmer than usual. Globally, 
sea temperatures hit new records for 
the months of May and June, according 
to the European Union’s Copernicus Cli-
mate Change Service. That could super-
charge extreme weather.

“We’re in unprecedented territory,” 
said Michelle L’Heureux, a meteorolo-
gist with NOAA’s Climate Prediction 
Center. This year’s El Nino could lead to 
global economic losses of $3 trillion, ac-
cording to a study published last month 
in the journal Science, shrinking GDP as 
extreme weather decimates agricultural 
production, manufacturing, and helps 
spread disease.

Governments in vulnerable countries 
are taking note. Peru has set aside $1.06 
billion to deal with El Nino’s impacts and 
climate change, while the Philippines 
— at risk from cyclones — has formed a 
special government team to handle the 
predicted fallout.

Here is how El Nino will unfold and 
some of the weather we might expect: 

What causes an El Nino?
El Nino is a natural climate pattern 

borne out of unusually warm waters in 
the eastern Pacific.

It forms when the trade winds blow-
ing east-to-west along the equatorial 

How El Nino is helping drive 
heatwaves and extreme weather

BEIJING 

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping met with former US Secre-
tary of State Henry Kissinger at 
the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse 
in Beijing yesterday.

Xi noted that Dr Kissinger has 
recently celebrated his 100th 
birthday and has paid more 
than 100 visits to China over 
the years. “These two 100s give 
this visit special significance.” 

Xi said that fifty-two years 
ago when China and the Unit-
ed States were at a crucial in-
flection point, Chairman Mao 
Zedong, Premier Zhou Enlai, 
President Richard Nixon and 
Dr Kissinger, with their extraor-
dinary strategic vision, made 
the right decision for China-
US cooperation and launched 
the process of normalizing the 
China-US relationship. The de-
cision delivered benefits to the 
two countries and changed the 
world.

The Chinese people value 
friendship, said Xi. “We never 
forget our old friends, nor your 
historic contributions to pro-

moting the growth of China-
US relations and enhancing 
friendship between the two 
peoples.”

Xi emphasized that the 
world is undergoing momen-
tous transformations unseen in 
a century and the international 
landscape is going through 
major shifts. “China and the 
United States have once again 
come to a crossroads, which 
requires another decision by 
the two sides about where to 
go from here.”

Looking ahead, China and 
the United States can help each 
other succeed and prosper to-
gether, and the key is to follow 
the three principles of mutual 
respect, peaceful coexistence 
and win-win cooperation, he 
said. 

“China is ready, on this ba-
sis, to explore with the United 
States the right way for the two 
countries to get along and take 
their relations steadily forward, 
which will be good for both 
sides and deliver benefits to the 
world,” said Xi.

He expressed the hope that 

Dr Kissinger and other peo-
ple of foresight in the United 
States could continue to play a 
constructive role in restoring 
China-US relations to the right 
track.

Kissinger expressed ap-
preciation to President Xi for 
meeting him at Villa 5 of the 
Diaoyutai State Guesthouse, 
the venue where he had met 

Chinese leaders during his first 
visit to China. He stressed that 
the US-China relationship is es-
sential to peace and prosperity 
of the two countries and the 
wider world.

Under the current circum-
stances, it is imperative to 
maintain the principles estab-
lished by the Shanghai Commu-
nique, appreciate the utmost 

importance China attaches to 
the one-China principle, and 
move the relationship in a posi-
tive direction, Kissinger said. 
He expressed his commitment 
to making continuous efforts to 
facilitate mutual understand-
ing between American and Chi-
nese peoples.

Wang Yi participated in the 
meeting. Xinhua

Xi, Kissinger meet at historic site

Over the past five decades, 
China has grown from a member 
of the family of world intellectual 
property rights (IPR) into an im-
portant contributor to the global 
cause of IPR, transforming into one 
of the world-leading centers for in-
novation, creation and technology, 
said Daren Tang, Director General 
of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO).

Tang made the remarks at a com-
memorative event marking the 
50th anniversary of cooperation 
between China and the WIPO.

He said the WIPO is willing to 
strengthen its cooperation with 
China to promote the construction 
and development of the global IPR 
ecology.

China has become a major coun-
try in intellectual property over 

the past 50 years. In November 
1973, a Chinese delegation for the 
first time attended a WIPO meeting 
held in Geneva as an observer, and 
seven years later, China officially 
became an member country of the 
organization. In 1994, the China 
National Intellectual Property Ad-
ministration (CNIPA) accepted the 
first international patent filing un-
der the Patent Cooperation Treaty 
(PCT). In 2014, the WIPO set its Chi-
na office in Beijing. In 2019, China 
became the biggest user of the PCT 
system. Last year, China joined the 
Hague Agreement Concerning the 
International Deposit of Industrial 
Designs and handed the ratifica-
tion paper of the Marrakesh Treaty 
to Facilitate Access to Published 

Works for 
Persons Who Are Blind, Visually 
Impaired or Otherwise Print Dis-
abled to the WIPO.

An official with the CNIPA noted 
that China and the WIPO have con-
stantly deepened their coopera-
tion and achieved fruitful results 
in the past 50 years. China will fur-
ther deepen multilateral coopera-
tion under the WIPO framework 
to make international IPR gover-
nance system more just and equi-
table, the official added.

The rapid development of 
China’s IPR has offered solid sup-
port for the country’s innovation-
driven development strategy and 
high-quality development over the 
recent years.

In 2021, the added value of Chi-
na’s copyright industry exceeded 
8 trillion yuan ($1.12 trillion), ac-
counting for 7.41 percent of the 
country’s GDP. The ratio of the 
exports of the Chinese copyright 
industry to the country’s total ex-
ports has been maintained above 
11 percent for consecutive years. 
Last year, the country recorded 
over 6.35 million copyright regis-
trations, eight times of the num-
ber in 2012.

Tang noted that China has 
ranked 11th on WIPO’s Global In-
novation Index 2022, the top one 
among all middle-income econo-
mies. Last year, the country saw 
70,000 international applications 

filed under the PCT, four times of 
those in 2012. 

Besides, Chinese applicants 
filed the third largest number of 
international trademark applica-
tions using WIPO’s Madrid System. 
The number of trademark appli-
cations from China under the Ma-
drid System last year doubled that 
in 2012.

Thanks to enhanced IPR protec-
tion, traditional Chinese culture 
and the Chinese culture industry 
are embracing more prosperous 
development. More and more Chi-
nese artists are bringing their tal-
ents to places outside China.

After the opening ceremony of 
the commemorative event, Chi-

nese artists staged a splendid art 
performance. In particular, a bian-
lian show, or face-changing show, 
which is an important subgenre of 
Chinese Sichuan opera, received 
warm applause from the audi-
ence.

Board of Governors Johnson 
Kong with the International In-
tellectual Property Commer-
cialization Council told People’s 
Daily that the performance was 
wonderful and demonstrated the 
richness and diversity of the Chi-
nese culture. Kong noted that the 
traditional Chinese culture holds 
many important IPR and all par-
ties should recognize their value.

	                People’s Daily

China contributes its part to global IPR ecology in past five decades

TEHRAN

Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amir-Abdolla-
hian (pictured) said on 
Tuesday that joining the 
BRICS would be Iran’s 
next step in uphold-
ing multilateralism and 
countering sanctions.

He made the remarks 
in an interview with the 
Islamic Republic of Iran News Network, which was broad-
cast live on Tuesday night, commenting on the advantages 
that Iran can get from joining regional organizations, such 
as the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) and the 
BRICS, the acronym for an emerging-market cooperative 
mechanism that groups Brazil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa. 

The Iranian diplomat’s comments followed Iran’s ad-
mission to the SCO as a full member early this month.

By joining organizations such as the SCO and BRICS, 
Iran mainly seeks to achieve a breakthrough in its foreign 
trade, move toward multilateralism and counter unilat-
eral policies, such as sanctions, Amir-Abdollahian noted.

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi has been invited to take 
part as special guest in the 15th BRICS Summit, which is 
scheduled to be held in the city of Johannesburg in South 
Africa in August, according to the minister.

He emphasized that the world of today is not one of uni-
lateralism and that a new international order is emerging, 
adding that an important feature of the new order is that 
countries have focused on efforts to put an end to unilat-
eralism and move toward multilateralism. 

‘Iran aims to join BRICS to uphold 
multilateralism, counter sanctions’

Pacific slow down or reverse as air 
pressure changes, although scientists 
are not entirely sure what kicks off the 
cycle.  

Because the trade winds affect the 
sun-warmed surface waters, a weak-
ening causes these warm western Pa-
cific waters to slosh back into the cold-
er central and eastern Pacific basins.

During the 2015-16 El Nino — the 
strongest such event on record — an-
chovy stocks off the coast of Peru 
crashed amid this warm water incur-
sion. And nearly a third of the corals 
on Australia’s Great Barrier Reef died. 
In too-warm waters corals will expel 
living algae, causing them to calcify 
and turn white. This build-up of warm 
water in the eastern Pacific also trans-
fers heat high into the atmosphere 
through convection, generating thun-
derstorms.

“When El Nino moves that warm 
water, it moves where thunderstorms 
happen,” said NOAA meteorologist 
Tom DiLiberto. “That’s the first atmos-
pheric domino to fall.”

How does El Nino affect the 
world’s weather?

This shift in storm activity affects the 
current of fast-flowing air that moves 

weather around the world — called the 
subtropical jet stream — pushing its 
path southward and straightening it 
out into a flatter stream that delivers 
similar weather along the same lati-
tudes. “If you’re changing where the 
storm highway goes ... you’re changing 
what kind of weather we would expect 
to see,” DiLiberto said. 

During an El Nino, the southern 
United States experiences cooler and 
wetter weather, while parts of the US 
West and Canada are warmer and 
drier.  Hurricane activity falters as the 
storms fail to form in the Atlantic due 
to changes in the wind, sparing the 
United States. But tropical cyclones 
in the Pacific get a boost, with storms 
often spinning toward vulnerable 
islands. Some parts of Central and 
South America experience heavy rain-
fall, although the Amazon rainforest 
tends to suffer from drier conditions.

 And Australia endures extreme 
heat, drought and bushfires.

El Nino could offer a reprieve to the 
Horn of Africa, which recently suf-
fered five consecutive failed rainy sea-
sons. El Nino brings more rain to the 
Horn, unlike the triple-dip La Nina, 
which desiccated the region. 
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KHARTOUM

The Sudanese Armed Forces an-
nounced that 14 people were killed in 
a drone attack launched by the para-
military Rapid Support Forces (RSF) 

Sudan army says drone attack by paramilitary forces kills 14 in capital

Washington

 Former US President Donald Trump said on Tuesday 
that he has received a letter from the Justice Department 
stating that he is the “target” of the long-running investi-
gation into efforts to overturn the 2020 presidential elec-
tion, The Washington Post reported.

Trump wrote on social media that special counsel Jack 
Smith — the prosecutor leading the federal investigation — 
sent a letter on Sunday. However, a spokesman for Smith 
declined to comment on the issue, The Post stated.

“Deranged Jack Smith, the prosecutor with Joe Biden’s 
DOJ, sent a letter (again, it was Sunday night!) stating that 
I am a TARGET of the January 6th Grand Jury investiga-
tion, and giving me a very short 4 days to report to the 
Grand Jury, which almost always means an Arrest and In-
dictment,” Trump posted on Truth Social.

Notably, Trump has already been indicted on federal 
charges in a separate case alleging that he mishandled 
classified documents.

In March, a Manhattan grand jury indicted Trump on 
state charges, alleging that he falsified records related to 
hush money payments to adult film actress Stormy Dan-
iels during the 2016 presidential campaign, The Post re-
ported.

The district attorney in Fulton County, Ga., is leading an 
ongoing state investigation related to the 2020 election 
and has said she will make a charging decision in the case 
next month.

Trump further alleged that he was told in the target let-
ter to “report” to the grand jury within four days of receiv-
ing it on Sunday.

“Under the United States Constitution, I have the right 
to protest an Election that I am fully convinced was 
Rigged and Stolen, just as Democrats have done against 
me in 2016, and many others have done over the ages,” 
Trump wrote on Truth Social.

As per The Washington Post, a target letter from pros-
ecutors means investigators have gathered substantial 
evidence linking the recipient to a crime — but it does not 
necessarily mean charges will ultimately be brought. Of-
ten such letters invite the target to appear before a grand 
jury to offer evidence.

This episode has drawn sharp criticism from House 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy, who while reacting to the target 
letter alleged that President Joe Biden’s administration is 
weaponizing government “to go after their number one 
opponent.”

“Well, I guess under a Biden administration by Amer-
ica, you’d expect this. If you notice recently, President 
Trump went up in the polls and was actually surpassing 
President Biden for reelection. So what do they do now? 
Weaponize government to go after their number one op-
ponent. It’s time and time again,” CNN quoted McCarthy 
as saying.

The Justice Department led by Smith has been examin-
ing the events that led up to the January 6, 2021, riot at the 
US Capitol. 				    ANI

Trump says he is ‘target’ in 2020 election probe, was 
asked to report within four days to grand jury

in the capital Khartoum on Wednesday.
“The rebel militia targeted citizens 

who gathered to greet our forces in the 
Al-Azouzab area with a drone, killing 14 
civilians and wounding 15 others,” the 
army said in a statement.

The Sudanese army said it would 
continue combing the areas for the RSF 
stations in Khartoum, according to the 
statement.

Sudan has been witnessing deadly 
clashes between the Sudanese army 

and the RSF in Khartoum and other 
areas since April 15, resulting in over 
3,000 deaths and more than 6,000 in-
juries, according to figures released by 
the Sudanese Health Ministry.  

			        Xinhua

This handout picture from Yamato-cho Town Office, Kumamoto prefecture taken and 
released on July 3, 2023 shows a collapsed bridge over the Mifune river due to heavy 
rain.  AFP

President Xi Jinping meets with former US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger at the Diaoyutai State 
Guesthouse in Beijing yesterday  XINHUA
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MOSCOW

Russia is ready to return to the 
grain deal immediately if all previously 
agreed-upon conditions for its par-
ticipation in the initiative are met and 
the arrangement’s “original humani-
tarian essence” is restored, President 
Vladimir Putin said during a meeting 
with government officials on Wednes-
day.

According to him, Western coun-
tries entirely twisted the essence of the 
grain deal, resulting in profits for Euro-
pean companies and losses for Russian 
businesses.

Failure to fulfil obligations
Russia repeatedly extended the grain 

deal, demonstrating “miracles of en-
durance and patience, tolerance,” but 
no one was going to fulfill any responsi-
bilities to the country, Putin said.

Russia had to deal with “arrogance 
and impudence,” as well as “promises 
and empty talk” from the West. The 
West did everything it could to derail 
the deal, and now Western countries 
are “virtually lying to the entire world” 
and “claiming that Russia is allegedly to 
blame for the disruption of this deal.”

UN personnel “sincerely tried to ful-
fill all of the West’s commitments, but 
were unable to do that,” he added.

In addition, the West fully perverted 
the grain deal’s original humanitarian 
intent, turning it into a profit tool. “At 
first, the meaning or the intent of the 
grain deal had enormous humanitar-
ian significance. The West completely 
perverted this essence,” he said. “In-
stead of truly assisting countries in 
need, [the West] used the grain deal for 
political blackmail, and, as I previously 
stated, turned it into a tool for making 
money for transnational corporations 
and profiteers on the global grain mar-
ket,” Putin added.

Russia’s losses
Putin noted that the grain deal led to 

direct losses for Russian farmers. “This 
[grain deal] turned into direct losses 
and losses for Russian agricultural 
producers, for enterprises producing 
fertilizers,” he said at a meeting with 
the government. According to him, “be-
cause of a 30-40% discount on Russian 
grain on global markets, the losses of 
Russian farmers amounted to $1.2 bln.”

Putin added that “domestic fertilizer 

Putin discusses Russia’s losses from grain deal and terms for its resumption

producers also faced a similar prob-
lem - their losses reached $1.6 bln.” 
“For example, the cost of imported 
spare parts for equipment for them has 
grown by 40% and the growth of costs 
in financial transactions was about 
10%,” the president stated.

According to him, the West even cre-
ates obstacles to Russia’s free deliveries 
of fertilizers to the poorest countries. 

“None of the conditions of this 
[grain] deal have been met, including 
the lifting of sanctions on Russian grain 
and fertilizer exports to global markets. 
Furthermore, even the free deliveries 
of mineral fertilizers by us to the poor-
est countries are being hampered,” he 
said at a meeting with the government.

Putin added that “out of 262,000 
tons of products blocked in European 
ports, only two batches were sent - 
20,000 tons to Malawi and 34,000 
tons to Kenya.” 

“All this despite the fact that we 
are talking about a purely humani-
tarian initiative, to which no sanc-
tions should apply in general,” the 
Russian leader stressed.

Russian President Vladimir Pu-

tin dismissed the assertions about 
the global importance of Ukrainian 
grain as speculative and false. 

“Russia has a 20% share of the 
global wheat market, while Ukraine 
has less than 5%. These numbers 
speak for themselves,” he said.

Putin emphasized that “it is Russia 
that makes a colossal contribution to 
global food security. And any claims 
that only Ukrainian grain feeds the 
hungry all over the world are specu-
lative and false,” he added.

He also added that Russia is pre-
pared to replace Ukrainian grain 
on the global market, both free and 
commercial volumes. 

“I want to assure you that our 
country is capable of replacing 
Ukrainian grain both commercially 
and for free, especially since we ex-
pect another record-breaking har-
vest this year,” he said.

Return is possible
Russia was opposed to the deal’s 

extension because continuing it “in 
the form in which it existed” had lost 

By Yi Fan

A small mountain village in 
Jimma, southwest Ethiopia, is the 
place where Chinese cardiovascu-
lar expert Mei Gengnian was laid 
to rest. Head of China’s first medi-
cal team to Ethiopia in 1974, Dr Mei 
treated more than 300 patients and 
performed seven operations on his 
busiest day. However, the Chinese 
doctor’s Africa trip ended abruptly 
one and a half year later when he 
died of a tragic car accident after 
wrapping up medical consultations 
in a disaster-stricken area. Yet his 
mantle was taken up by his son, 
Mei Xueqian, who joined another 
Chinese medical team to Africa in 
1998 and again headed to Ethiopia. 

The story of Dr Mei and his son 
offers us a glimpse into China’s 
longstanding medical assistance to 
and health cooperation with Africa. 
In 1963, the first Chinese medical 
team set off from Beijing, transited 
in three different countries and ar-
rived in Algeria 10 days later. In the 
six decades since, China has sent 
more than 22,000 medical person-
nel to Africa, providing more than 
220 million diagnoses and treat-
ments for people in over 50 coun-
tries in Africa. 

Global narratives on Africa’s de-
velopment place much emphasis 
on the economic dimension while 
the social dimension—public health 
in particular—is sometimes under-
appreciated. Yet Africa, home to 
the largest number of developing 
countries, is determined to mod-
ernize its public health system, one 
of the priorities in the continent’s 
Agenda 2063. 

For that to happen, a number of 
bottlenecks, ranging from profes-
sional skills, infrastructure develop-
ment to disease preparedness, still 
need to be addressed. Within this 
context, China’s assistance to and 
cooperation with Africa on pub-
lic health can be brought to bear. 
What started off as sending medical 
teams has been gradually broad-
ened, as China shares experience it 
has gained in the course of its own 

The less-told stories of China’s health cooperation with Africa

public health modernization.
This starts, first and foremost, with 

capacity-building. Human resource man-
agement and health research are two of 
the strategic priorities laid out in the Af-
rica Health Strategy (AHS) 2016-2030. 

To meet this need, China has carried 
out medical training in various forms in-
cluding clinical teaching, surgical demon-
stration, academic lectures, online cours-
es and training programmes in China. In 
February this year, having received train-
ing by China’s 23rd medical team to the 
country, Zambian doctors independently 
performed, for the first time, endoscopic 
pituitary tumor surgery through nose, a 
type of operation once deemed too dif-
ficult that Zambians had to spend a large 
sum of savings and travel abroad for it.

On-the-ground training is comple-
mented by the sharing of best practice in 
diagnostics and treatment. South Africa 
and China, for instance, enjoy longstand-
ing cooperation on traditional medicine, 
which is employed by the former to im-
prove health conditions in rural areas. 

Assistance on health infrastructure 
is another crucial part of China’s coop-
eration with Africa. In the Strategy for 
Quality Health Infrastructure in Africa 
2022-2030, the African Development 
Bank identified large and diverse health 

infrastructure needs due to the growing 
population on the continent. 

With widely-acclaimed efficiency in 
infrastructure building, China stepped 
up to the plate. The Nigeria-China Friend-
ship Hospital commissioned in 2013 is a 
case in point. With a total investment of 
over 12 million US dollars, the hospital 
was built within only 22 months, supple-
mented by grants of medical equipment 
to this health facility.

Such efficiency was also manifested at 
the height of the Covid pandemic when 
China helped design, build and deliver 
Nigeria’s largest makeshift hospital in a 
month. Over the years, China has helped 
to build more than 130 hospitals and clin-
ics across the continent, improving local 
access to health facilities. 

In addition, cooperation is geared 
increasingly towards disease prepared-
ness. As is made clear in the AHS, pre-
vention is the most cost-effective way to 
reduce burdens on the health system. 

A good example would be the 100-bed 
diagnosis and treatment center in Liberia 
built by China during the Ebola outbreak, 
which was designed for rapid virus detec-
tion.

A more recent example is the head-
quarters of the African Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC), 

Tel Aviv
 
 In a significant step towards combating climate change, researchers from Tel 

Aviv University achieved a major breakthrough in the production of “green” hy-
drogen. Their method not only sidesteps air pollution but also offers a high level 
of efficiency.

Hydrogen is an essential raw material for both agriculture and industry, with the 
potential to dramatically cut down carbon dioxide emissions. The production and 
combustion of hydrogen do not emit polluting gasses, and hydrogen can also be 
transformed into electricity or synthetic gas. “Green” hydrogen refers to hydrogen 
that is obtained without generating pollutant emissions. The new method was de-
veloped by doctoral student Itzhak Grinberg and Dr Oren Ben-Zvi under the guid-
ance of Professors Iftach Yacoby and Lihi Adler-Abramovich. Their findings were 
published earlier in July in the peer-reviewed journal, Carbon Energy.

Currently, “green” hydrogen is primarily produced by passing an electric cur-
rent through water molecules to separate the hydrogen and oxygen atoms. Ac-
cording to Ben-Zvi, this electrolysis method “requires precious and rare metals 
such as platinum along with water distillation.”

That’s “15 times more expensive” than “grey hydrogen,” which refers to hydro-
gen extracted from natural gas, methane or other fossil fuels. Efforts to fight cli-
mate change are moving away from “grey hydrogen” because its production re-
leases significant amounts of carbon gas that cannot be captured.

Instead of applying electrolysis to water, the researchers instead turned to en-
zymes.

Hydrogen “is produced by enzymes in microscopic organisms, which receive 
the energy for this from photosynthesis processes.” Grinberg explained. “In the 
lab, we ‘electrify’ those enzymes. That is, an electrode provides energy instead of 
the sun. The result is a particularly efficient process, with no demand for extreme 
conditions, that can utilize electricity from renewable sources such as solar panels 
or wind turbine.”

One problem that researchers encountered, Grinberg noted, is that “the en-
zyme ‘runs away’ from the electric charge, so it needs to be held in place through 
chemical treatment. We found a simple and efficient way to attach the enzyme to 
the electrode and utilize it.”

The researchers used a water-based gel to attach the enzyme to the electrode 
and were able to produce green hydrogen using a biocatalyst. The method showed 
90 per cent efficiency, meaning 90 per cent of the electrons introduced into the 
system were deposited in the hydrogen without any secondary processes.

The innovation was simply using the gel to produce the hydrogen.
“We soaked the electrode in the gel, which contained an enzyme for producing 

hydrogen, called hydrogenase,” Yacoby said. “The gel holds the enzyme for a long 
time, even under the electric voltage, and makes it possible to produce hydrogen 
with great efficiency and at environmental conditions favourable to the enzyme 
— for example, in salt water, in contrast to electrolysis, which requires distilled 
water.”

Another advantage to using the gel is that it “assembles itself, Adler-Abramovich 
said.

“You put the material in water, and it settles into nanometric fibres that form 
the gel. We demonstrated that these fibres are also able to stick the enzyme to the 
electrode. We tested the gel with two other enzymes, in addition to the hydrog-
enase, and proved that it was able to attach different enzymes to the electrode,” 
she explained.
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Low-cost Israeli method of producing 
‘green’ hydrogen is a game changer

any meaning, Putin said. 
Moscow “is not against 
the grain deal as such” 
and “will consider the pos-
sibility of returning to it,” 
but only if all previously 
agreed-upon conditions 
for participation are met.

These conditions in-
clude lifting sanctions on 
Russian grain and ferti-
lizer deliveries, removing 
all obstacles for Russian 
banks servicing food sup-
plies to the global market, 
including their connection 
to SWIFT, resuming deliv-
eries of components and 
spare parts for agricultural 
machinery and fertilizer 
production to Russia, re-
solving all issues with ship 
chartering and insurance 
of Russian food exports, 
resuming operations of 
the Togliatti-Odessa am-
monia pipeline, unblock-
ing Russian agricultural 
assets, and restoring the 
grain deal’s original hu-
manitarian intent.

The grain deal was con-
cluded on July 22, 2022, in 
Istanbul. The first part of 
the agreements for a pe-
riod of 120 days with the 
possibility of automatic ex-
tension was signed by the 
UN and Turkey separately 
with Russia and Ukraine. 
It concerned the export of 
Ukrainian grain across the 
Black Sea. 

The second part for a 
period of three years was 
signed by the UN and Rus-
sia - this memorandum 
dealt with the removal of 
restrictions on exports of 
Russian agricultural prod-
ucts and fertilizers. 

The agreement was later 
extended three times, the 
last two times for 60 days. 
At the same time, Moscow 
repeatedly stated that the 
Russian part of the deal, 
which has not been im-
plemented, should also be 
fulfilled.
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whose first phase was in-
augurated earlier this year. 
This flagship project an-
nounced by China in 2018 
during the Forum on China-
Africa Cooperation stands 
as the first pan-African CDC. 
It will strengthen African 
countries’ capacity to “de-
tect, prevent, control and 
respond quickly and effec-
tively to disease threats”, as 
its official website promises. 

Six decades of medi-
cal assistance to Africa is 
more than a high-sounding 
promise; it is a practical 
demonstration of sincer-
ity, real results, amity and 
good faith, a commitment 
made by President Xi Jin-
ping 10 years ago on his first 
visit to the continent. These 
principles continue to guide 
China’s engagement with its 
African partners. 

Broadly speaking, China’s 
cooperation with Africa can 
be seen as an outgrowth of 
its tried-and-tested develop-
ment philosophy at home. 
It stresses people-centered, 
implementation-driven and 
future-oriented develop-
ment, which is considered 
key to kick-starting modern-
ization processes.

China has articulated 
a long-term objective of 
achieving modernization 
by mid-century, which by 
and large aligns with Africa’s 
timeframe for attaining its 
development goals by 2063. 
It can be expected that co-
operation on public health, 
among others, is set to gain 
momentum in the years to 
come.  

 
Yi Fan is a Beijing-

based international af-
fairs commentator and 
a regular contributor to 
The Independent Online, 
Pretoria News, and The 
Reporter (Ethiopia) 

LONDON
 
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 

faces voters in very different par-
liamentary seats yesterday and 
risks losing all three contests in 
what would be the worst one-day 
mid-term result for any British 
governing party in more than half 
a century.

The votes are one of few re-
maining opportunities to gauge 
public support before a national 
election expected next year, and a 
chance to assess if the opposition 
Labour Party can convert their 
run of double-digit poll leads into 
victories.

Sunak, a former finance minis-
ter and investment banker, has cultivated an image as a technocrat who 
can solve complex policy challenges. But he has failed to fully shake off 
his party’s chaotic past. 

The elections are to fill seats vacated by former prime minister Boris 
Johnson, who resigned as an MP last month after he was found to have 
misled parliament over parties held in Downing Street during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, and an ally who resigned in solidarity.

A third vote is being held after a member of parliament quit over allega-
tions of sexual harassment and cocaine use.

The results of the so-called by-elections are expected to come in the 
early hours of today.

If Sunak loses all three votes it would suggest his party was in danger of 
losing power at the next election as members of the public express their 
frustrations over stubbornly high inflation, rising taxes and economic 
stagnation.

The last time a governing party lost three by-elections in a single day 
was in 1968.

Unfavorable view
The prime minister’s popularity is at the lowest level since he was ap-

pointed in October, according to a YouGov poll published on Wednesday. 
About two-thirds of voters currently have an unfavorable view of Sunak, 
the poll found.

The betting odds suggest the Conservatives will lose all three elections, 
even though the party won large majorities in two of them in 2019.

The Conservatives won the constituency of Selby and Ainsty in northern 
England with a majority of 20,137 at the last general election. Labour said 
if it won the seat it would mark the biggest majority the party has over-
turned at a by-election since World War II.

In Somerton and Frome in southwest England, the opposition Liberal 
Democrats are hoping to overturn a Conservative majority of 19,213.

In Johnson’s former seat of Uxbridge and South Ruislip on the western 
fringes of London, Labour is seeking to overturn a Conservative majority 
of 7,210.

Asked if the prime minister was confident of winning the three seats, a 
spokeswoman for Sunak said by-elections were historically difficult for 
governments, and the contest that the Conservatives were most focused 
on was the general election.
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UK PM Rishi Sunak braced 
for defeats in key elections

The then Chinese ambassador to Ethiopia H.E. Tan Jian (1st left) inaugurated the Dr. 
Mei Gengnian Road together with the then mayor of Jimma Mr. Mekiyu Mohamed (2nd 
right), and the then President of Jimma University Prof. Fikre Lemessa (3rd left) in 
Jimma, Ethiopia on April 5, 2018. Dr. Mei is a well-known Chinese medical doctor who 
sacrificed his life in Ethiopia and was buried in the suburbs of Jimma.(Photo/Embassy 
of China in Ethiopia)



 By Guardian Correspondent

THE Giants of Africa organization’s 
basketball training program’s coor-
dinator, Albertho Bwemelo Kigoye, 
has termed the initiative, which took 
place at the Minaki Secondary School 
in Coast Region, as a great success.

More than 120 youths participat-
ed in the training program, which 
boosts efforts to develop basketball 
domestically.

Kigoye, also a graduate of the Gi-
ants of Africa basketball program, 
stated the training became a success 
given there was a large number of 
young people that went for it.

“The number that came out is 
large, given that this training has 
been held here for the first time,” 
Kigoye stated.

The coordinator revealed the 
training has also been held regularly 
in Kenya and Cameroon.

Kigoye said he, students and 
coaches of Konga Basketball Acad-
emy including the center’s tacticians 
Denis Lipiki, Benny Ngogo, Moris 
Haji, Godluck Benjamin, and Bahati 
Mgunda took charge of the program.

He said the young people who par-
ticipated in the training enjoyed and 
liked the use of the Swahili language 
in basketball training.

The coordinator noted that the ju-
nior players recommended that the 
program should be done regularly so 
they can improve health, sportsman-
ship, and friendship between the 
youngsters and various coaches.

“I would also want to ask the spon-
sors to come forward to provide in-
tellectual cooperation for the devel-
opment of this game in this country,” 
Kigoye appealed.

According to the coordinator, the 
position he got at the Giants of Africa 
organization was based on the idea 
of using Swahili in the ‘basketball 
fundamentals clinic’ as well as par-
ticipating in the organization’s pro-
grams.

“I feel good because I will have the 
chance to work in basketball instead 
of playing, recognize the talents of 
children while they are still young, 
and develop them,” Kigoye noted.

The coordinator pointed out Tan-
zania can scale great heights in the 
game if the country’s hoops stake-
holders cooperate with various clubs 
to discover talents and develop the 
youngsters for senior clubs.

Fifteen-year-old Kasimu Juma, a 
student at Ukonga Secondary School 
that took part in the training, said 
that the training has made him love 
the game.

 Juma promised to continue attend-
ing basketball training at the Ukonga 
court, Magereza in Dar es Salaam.

 “I thank Kigoye for coordinating 
this training that made many young 
people come forward,” Juma noted.

 Another youngster, John Joseph 
(15 years), a student at Banana Sec-
ondary School, said that the training 
he took part in has enabled him to 
learn aspects of the game that he had 
not known.
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 By Correspondent John Kimbute

T
WO short eras seem 
to have come to an 
end at city giants 
Young Africans SC, 

also known as Yanga, within 
the same period, with the scant 
possibility of duplication in the 
coming season, while a season 
from now the club may recol-
lect itself for a restart.

As it is in public life, there 
are different milestones from 
which one can stand either in 
review or retrospect of what 
occurred in the recent past, 
in which case one can talk co-
herently of a GSM Group era 
in Yanga, which is of course a 
Hersi Said era. A Fiston Mayele 
era is logical.

More significantly for tech-
nical purposes, the past two 
years were a Nasreddine Nabi 
era, raising the proviso as to 
which of these four elements 
constitute the club era in a nar-
row sense.

Club fans, sympathizers, and 
a section of the pundits fo-
cus on the first two milestone 
points of view to trust in con-
tinuity, that the club sponsor 
is there and the club president 
who handled issues in the re-
cent past is there, so all will be 
well.  That view is plausible, 
and coherent but is just the 
hardware.

The software lies in the sec-
ond set of milestone points of 
view, the departure of a gifted 
coach and a star player, not for 
any dispute but the inability to 
hold onto them.

It casts a picture of weakness 
and relative poverty, not firstly 
against the big clubs laying out 
large sums of money for their 
services, but more poignantly, 
in contrast to their archrivals 
across the street, who aren’t 
suffering from any such blem-
ishes. 

If it comes out as it is feared, 
that the sort of recruitment 
for head coach and technical 
bench, as well as a replace-
ment for the star striker and a 
few others being taken up now, 
prove below par, the end-of-era 
syndrome will persist.

It will move from a crisis of 
losing a coach and players to 
one of inability to keep them 
and indeed even to replace 
them.

It is then a crisis of confi-
dence in the brand itself, chief-

ly in maintaining an acceptable 
image of itself where it matters.

A cartoon-like sort of charac-
ter in a soccer talk show on an 
FM radio station, named ‘Pan-
ju’, put it graphically by a cry-
ing scenario involving a Yanga 
fan deeply disturbed by the 
twin departures of the head 
coach and the star player.

In a way, they were a conjoint 
pair as the success the club 
achieved last season in particu-
lar had to do with exceptional 
skills at both ends, game plans 
and player chemistry designed 
by the coach, and exceptional 
finishing by the point striker.

Now all this must start again, 
and nobody knows if there is a 
credible replacement for Nabi 
or indeed for Mayele.

This imitative sobbing, de-
spite all the confidence that 
Yanga fans are trying to put up 
in the circumstances, contrasts 
sharply with the way that their 
next-street rivals have been 
able to hold onto their squad, 
to the last person.

There are no big-name de-
partures and Jonas Mkude, a 
veteran player who was also 
listed for ‘thank you’ at Simba 
SC was warmly accepted at the 
Jangwani Street outfit’s camp, 

in a bizarre mixture of player 
recruitment and public rela-
tions. Their reasons apart, it 
was disappointing. The clinch-
er is how the Msimbazi Street 
side tackled the profuse news 
of departure chances for play-
maker Clatous Chama and 
point striker Jean Baleke.

The two may not have at-
tained the MVP status that May-
ele has enjoyed at Yanga but 
their being retained with little 
more than a storm in a teacup 
was hurting for Yanga fans.

They would gladly have ap-
preciated a similar outcome for 
either Nabi or Mayele, but alas!

Mayele’s departure was a 
painful reminder of the cha-
rade around Feisal Salum and 
his eventual departure, which 
boils down to a solid - or sor-
did – player recruitment poli-
cy where no renegotiation of 
terms can be done within con-
tract time.

While the idea of an austere 
sponsor who does not want the 
figures to be reworked for each 
player virtually every season, it 
appears there is also an under-
lying weakness, sharp fiduciary 
drawback, compelling out-of-
contract star player poaching 
rather than any real decision to 

retain players in the squad that 
seems to be valuable.

It is for that reason that the 
first set of milestones is some-
what wobbly or feathers being 
ruffled somewhat, for it is fail-
ing the cash contest with the 
Msimbazi Street squad.

How Yanga is being caught 
flat-footed time and again has 
what it takes to discourage 
even the more ardent fans, 
brimming with confidence 
about the club president, or 
the sponsor.

And with Azam FC embark-
ing on credible recruitments, 
replacing the technical bench, 
the Jangwani Street outfit had 
better take notice.

GSM Group to an extent risks 
taking the blame for the situ-
ation if all this comes to evi-
dent weakness not just in the 
Premier League but noticeably 
as well, in the CAF Champi-
ons League. GSM Group has a 
choice of seeking out an ardent 
Yanga supporter and they join 
forces.

The club cannot entertain 
dreams of playing at Group 
Stage of the premier continen-
tal club tourney and then balk 
at paying the likes of Feisal, 
Mayele, or Nabi. 

End of an era: Yanga constitution, 
player finances and club prospects 

Yanga’s head coach, Miguel Gamondi (L), and his assistants Khalil Ben Youssef (C) and Moussa N’Daw take charge of 
the outfit’s training session at Avic Town in Kigamboni, Dar es Salaam recently in preparation for 2023/24 season’s 
tournaments. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA

Coast Region hoops training 
program garners plaudits

Dar es Salaam youngsters are pictured playing soccer at Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete Youth 
Park’s venue recently. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

 By Correspondent Theresia Victor 

TANZANIA’s youths have been 
urged to engage in boxing and view it 
as a powerful tool for personal devel-
opment and empowerment to cater 
to their financial needs. 

StarTimes Tanzania Director of 
Marketing and Content, David Mali-
sa, issued the plea in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday when he graced the launch 
of StarTimes Live Boxing Fight, 
scheduled for July 29.

It will be broadcasted live through 
Startimes channel number 197.

He said that boxing has numer-
ous positive impacts on the lives of 
young participants as it can provide 
youths with various physical, mental, 
and social benefits making it a pow-
erful tool for personal development 
and empowerment.

“Star Media (T) Limited through 
its StarTimes brand in collaboration 
with Bongo Fighting Championship 
(BFC) One and Quantum Infinity 
have organized boxing bouts to be 
held on July 29,” Malisa revealed.

According to him, over 13 fights will 
take place on the day including the 
one for the UBO title that will have 
Abdul Ubsys (Tanzania) confronting 
Ivan Magumba (Uganda), Emmanuel 
Shija is set to come up against Yu-
suph Fundi in the WBC title bout.

“The fights will be broadcast live 
through TV3 channel available in 
StarTimes decoder, on dish channel 

number 197 in Smart package, and 
for antenna users, the fights will be 
shown on channel number 131 in 
Mambo package,” he noted. 

He further noted that boxing offers 
a significant physical impact on the 
youths, regular training and partici-
pation in matches promotes physical 
fitness, strength, and coordination in 
a time sedentary lifestyle and obesi-
ty rates are increasing among young 
people.

“Boxing serves as an effective 
means to combat these issues and 
encourages youth to stay active and 
adopt a healthy lifestyle,” he said.

He further revealed boxing more-
over instills discipline and mental 
toughness in young individuals as 
the sport demands rigorous training, 
focus, and dedication.

Aspiring boxers, the official noted, 
must learn to persevere through 
challenges and setbacks teaching 
them valuable life skills in the pro-
cess.

He added that boxing can open 
doors to new opportunities for 
young talents because as they prog-
ress and showcase their skills in local 
and international fights, they attract 
the attention of coaches, sponsors, 
and talent scouts.

Such exposure can lead to the 
performers accessing scholarships, 
sponsorship, or even the chance to 
represent the country in internation-
al bouts.

Tanzania’s youths now 
urged to take up boxing

 By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

SIMBA SC’s top transfer mar-
ket, Luis Miquissone is in the 
spotlight after parting ways 
with Egyptian outfit, Al Ahly, as 
questions arise about when the 
28-year-old player will land in 
Tanzania.

The Msimbazi Street-based 
outfit fans are keenly waiting to 
see Miquissone return though 
nothing has been said about it 
with the club’s honorary presi-
dent Mohamed Dewji coming up 
with various teasers on Twitter.

Miquissone’s departure was 
announced publicly through a 
press statement published on 
his social media platforms.

It stated: “As the agency rep-
resenting Mozambique inter-
national Luis Miquissone, we 
would like to confirm an agree-
ment with Al Ahly for the club 
and player to part ways.”

The decision has been reached 
cordially after the winger re-
turned from a loan spell with 
Abha Football Club in the Saudi 
Arabian Pro League.

Miquissone had only joined Al 
Ahly in August 2021 from Tan-
zanian giants Simba for a fee of 
€850,000 after catching their 
eyes during the CAF Champions 

 Mozambican winger nears Simba 
SC return after leaving Al Ahly

Luis Miquissoine PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

League.
However, the player did not 

enjoy his debut campaign, net-
ting five times and assisting 
once in 28 games in a season 
that saw Al Ahly finish third in 
the league.

He still led the club to the 
bronze medal in the Club 
World Cup featuring in victo-
ries against CF Monterrey and 
al hilal.

Miquissone though still did 
not live up to expectations, 

which led Al Ahly to loan him 
to Saudi club Abha on a sea-
son-long loan.

The midfielder so far made 
four appearances in Saudi Ara-
bia, before returning to Al Ahly 
that decided to release the 
player on a free transfer.

The footballer joined Ahly, 
the Egyptian football giants 
and Africa’s Club of the Cen-
tury, two years ago having 
gained a pedigree around the 
continent in different domes-

tic leagues among them his 
native Mozambique, Tanzania, 
and South Africa.

He now looks ahead to a new 
chapter elsewhere, one which 
Brand Arc Sports will commu-
nicate further in the coming 
weeks.

The winger revealed in a 
statement: “I would like to 
thank the club Chairman, man-
agement, my teammates, and 
the coaches I’ve worked with 
in my time here.”

“Allow me to also extend my 
gratitude to the wonderful fans 
of a club the magnitude of Al 
Ahly,” Miquissoine said.

Brand Arc Group Chairman, 
Thato Matuka, who helped bro-
ker what was then a career-de-
fining transfer for the Mozam-
bican winger is adamant there 
are no misgivings.

Matuka revealed: “We thank 
the club for the opportunity, 
we don’t regret anything – Luis 
gave his best at the club, it’s 
time to move on.”

“We close this chapter with 
our chin up, yes, we have re-
ceived a few calls regarding his 
future and we are confident 
in the direction we will take 
next,” Matuka explained.



creased police presence 
obviously around Auck-
land to provide public 
reassurance, but the po-
lice have indicated that 
they don’t think there is 
an ongoing security or 
safety risk.”

The Italy team’s train-
ing was delayed, with 
players unable to leave 
their hotel, while New 
Zealand Football issued 
a statement on social 
media, writing: “New 
Zealand Football are 
shocked by the incident 
in Auckland CBD this 

morning.
“We can confirm that 

all of the Football Ferns 
team and staff are safe 
but we will not be able to 
comment further while 
details are still emerg-
ing. Please refer to New 
Zealand Police for fur-
ther information. Prepa-
rations for the game to-
night at Eden Park will 
continue as planned.”

Meanwhile, reigning 
world champions USA is-
sued the following state-
ment: “Regarding the 
incident in downtown 

Auckland, all of our US-
WNT  [US Women’s Na-
tional Team] players and 
staff are accounted for 
and safe. Our security 
team is in communica-
tion with local authori-
ties and we are pro-
ceeding with our daily 
schedule.”

Both teams involved 
in tonight’s contest have 
assured the public that 
their players and staff 
are safe.

Norway’s team hotel 
is located about 300-
400m from where the 
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By Alex Pattle

T
HE Women’s 
World Cup 
will ‘proceed 
as planned’ 

following a shooting 
in  Auckland, just hours 
before the city stages the 
first game of the tourna-
ment.

Ahead of the open-
ing match between 
hosts New Zealand and 
opponents  Norway  in 
Auckland,  a gunman 
was reportedly found 
dead after killing two 
people and injuring mul-
tiple others  in the city 
on Thursday (20 July). 
The shooting took place 
at a building site in Auck-
land city centre.

New Zealand’s prime 
minister Chris Hipkins 
said: “Clearly with the 
Fifa World Cup kicking 
off this evening, there 
are a lot of eyes on Auck-
land. The government 
has spoken to Fifa or-
ganisers this morning, 
and the tournament will 
proceed as planned.

“Aucklanders and 
those watching around 
the world can be assured 
that the police have neu-
tralised the threat and 
they are not seeking 
anybody else in relation 
to the incident. New Zea-
landers’ safety and the 
safety of our visitors is 
our first priority.

“There will be an in-

 

 AUCKLAND

MEGAN Rapinoe has embraced a different role 
for the United States as the decorated veteran bids 
to bow out from the World Cup with a third title 
in a row.

The 38-year-old is set to retire from football at 
the end of the season and is the senior member of 
a US squad packed with young talent in Australia 
and New Zealand.

The forward scored six goals, earning both the 
Golden Ball and Golden Boot, as the Americans 
triumphed once more in France four years ago.

Her open-armed goal celebration became a de-
fining image of the tournament.

Rapinoe is just as formidable off the field. she 
was a key voice in the team’s battle with the US 
federation for equal pay and conditions, and re-
mains an unflinching advocate for women and the 
LGBTQ community.

She is now past her prime on the pitch and won’t 
play every minute at her fourth World Cup, but US 
coach Vlatko  Andonovski said the 2019 Ballon 
d’Or winner was as important as ever.

“First and foremost, the thing with ‘Pinoe’ is, 
when she’s on the field, she’s a great player,” he 
said in the build-up to the tournament.

“That’s the first reason why she’s on this team.
“She’s one of the most creative players that I’ve 

ever seen.”
Rapinoe’s experience and leadership will argu-

ably be just as critical off the field for a squad that 
features 14 World Cup newcomers.

“She will have a role of a player-leader -- and 
leading the leaders as well,” Andonovski said.

The United States begin their campaign on Sat-
urday when they face  Vietnam  in Auckland and 
are favourites to retain their crown over the next 
month.

- Setting the standard -
Rapinoe took a knock in a June 10 game for her 

club OL Reign in the National Women’s Soccer 
League but expects to be fit for whenever she is 
needed.

“It was quite minor,” she said. “Not amazing tim-
ing, but such is life for an athlete. It’s nothing I’m 
worried about for the start of the tournament.”

Whatever minutes she ends up playing, Rapinoe 
still sets the standard for the rest of the World Cup 
squad.

“First, she’s an amazing player, so on the field 
you already know where the level needs to be,” 
said 18-year-old forward Alyssa Thompson.

“And off the field she’s so funny and makes me 
feel comfortable even though I’m so young and 
she’s much older than me.

AFP

Changed role, same goal 
for Rapinoe at fourth 
and final World Cup

Women’s World Cup to ‘proceed as 
planned’ after shooting in Auckland

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

 SYDNEY

JAPAN won the World Cup in 2011 playing a free-
flowing style that made them the envy of women’s 
football, but they have fallen behind since then, 
sparking accusations of mismanagement and ne-
glect.

Japan used their slick attacking game to beat the 
United States in the final 12 years ago and went on 
to finish runners-up at the 2012 Olympics and 2015 
World Cup.

But they failed to qualify for the 2016 Rio Games 
and have since struggled to haul themselves back 
among the top contenders in women’s football.

Japan begin their latest World Cup campaign on 
Saturday against  Zambia, but they are ranked 11th 
now and no longer among the favourites.

“I think we were left behind by the sudden strides 
that the rest of the world were making,” former Ja-
pan coach Asako Takakura, who led the team at the 
2019 World Cup, told AFP ahead of the 2023 edition.

In February, World Cup-winning striker Yuki Na-
gasato pointed the finger at Japanese football chiefs, 
saying they had “not done anything for 12 years to 
maintain or improve” the women’s game in the 
country.

Nagasato, who last played for Japan in 2016, 
launched a tirade on her personal website after 
the team’s games at the SheBelieves Cup were not 
broadcast at home.

“We don’t want you to misunderstand, this is not 
only this time problem,” Nagasato, who scored 58 
goals in 132 international games, wrote in English on 
her website. “Lack of many things has been building 
up and this is the result of what they’ve done for us.”

Only a last-minute television deal avoided a simi-
lar blackout in Japan for the World Cup in Australia 
and New Zealand.

- Overtaken -
Japan were a revelation at the 2011 World Cup, 

using teamwork and technique to overcome physi-
cally stronger opponents such as  Germany,  Swe-
den and the United States.

The team were credited with lifting the nation’s 
spirits after the deadly earthquake-tsunami earlier 
in the year, and the players became overnight stars

AFP 

Japan ‘left behind’ 
as Women’s World 
Cup glory becomes 
distant memory

Police officers cordon off the site of a shooting in central Auckland. Agencies

The mystery of the Women’s World Cup player 
and the gender test that never happened

 LONDON

THE name of Barbra 
Banda is uttered with 
breathless expectation 
as  the Women’s World 
Cup  begins. Zambia’s 
23-year-old captain, who 
produced back-to-back 
hat-tricks for her coun-
try at the Tokyo Olym-
pics, also scored twice 
in a shock victory this 
month over  Germany, 
widely touted as one of 
the favourites in Austra-
lia and New Zealand.

And yet there is a deep-
ening mystery over her 
eligibility to compete, 
given how the Zambian 
federation withdrew 
her from her last major 
tournament, the 2022 
Women’s African Cup of 
Nations (WAFCON), be-
fore she could undergo a 
gender test.

It has been reported 
that Banda was excluded 
from last year’s com-
petition, which served 
as Zambia’s World Cup 
qualifier, because she 
failed gender testing 
procedures. However, 
Telegraph Sport has es-
tablished that Banda 
never underwent the 
test, with the Confedera-
tion of African Football 
(CAF) disclosing that the 
Zambians chose instead 
to leave her out.

“I can confirm that 
there was never a test 
conducted by CAF on 
Banda,” the organisation 
said in a statement. “We 
do not know the reason 
why she was not includ-
ed in the squad or regis-
tered.”

Zambia acknowledged 
that they had been made 
aware, after Banda’s star 
turn at the Olympics, 
that her abnormally high 
testosterone levels were 

in excess of CAF’s per-
mitted levels and that a 
course of hormone sup-
pression had been of-
fered to the striker.

But Banda, along with 
at least two other play-
ers – including  Racheal 
Kundananji, also in the 
training camp in New 
Zealand – is said to have 
refused to take any 
suppressants, fearing 
potential side-effects. 
Sydney Mungala, the 
team’s spokesman, said 
last year that Banda was 
“surprised” to have been 
omitted from the squad 
list, despite being aware 
of the testing situation.

*Why is Fifa leaving 
testing to national fed-
erations?

Two vital questions 
emerge here. Firstly, 
why, if her testosterone 
levels were of sufficient 
concern for her to be 
ruled out of WAFCON, 
does Fifa perceive no 
problem in Banda tak-

ing part in the biggest women’s 
tournament of all? Secondly, why 
is Fifa, which demanded gender 
testing as recently as 2011, content 
now to leave any tests up to the 
national federations? Where is the 
oversight?

It is understood that Fifa is ac-
tively reviewing its policy on play-
ers with elevated testosterone lev-
els, taking advice from legal and 

medical experts. But there is also 
an acknowledgement that it takes 
guidance, ultimately, from the In-
ternational Olympic Committee.

The problem is that  the IOC 
insists this is a subject for indi-
vidual federations, creating a bu-
reaucratic circle in which no one 
accepts responsibility. It is a rec-
ipe for enormous confusion over 
Banda’s situation, with CAF indi-

cating that she does not meet the 
criteria for international women’s 
competition but Fifa insisting that 
she does.

In discussing Banda, Sarai Bare-
man, Fifa’s chief women’s football 
officer, has said only that the is-
sue is “hugely complex” and that 
“many people have their views”. 
There is no suggestion that Ban-
da’s heightened testosterone is 
anything but naturally occurring, 
but it still has potentially signifi-
cant implications on the field of 
play.

Testosterone is scientifically 
established as bringing a perfor-
mance advantage, making athletes 
faster and stronger for longer. It is 
why World Athletics, in response 
to the saga over Caster Semenya, 
born and raised female but genet-
ically male, has toughened its pol-
icy on runners with differences in 
sexual development.

Banda, for her part, has said 
that she is “very happy and excit-
ed” to be leading Zambia’s World 
Cup challenge, which starts on 
Saturday against Japan. The dead-
line for any opponents to protest 
formally against her involvement 
has passed. But the questions over 
her eligibility – and Fifa’s relative 
lenience on the matter – show lit-
tle sign of receding.

THE TELEGRAPH

Zambia’s Barbra Banda will play at the Fifa Women’s World Cup despite the Confederation of African Football 
indicating that she does not meet the criteria for international women’s competition. Agencies

shooting took place, but 
a team spokesperson 
told the PA news agency 
that everything is calm 
in the Norwegian squad 
and preparations for the 
match are proceeding as 
normal.

Captain  Maren Mjel-
de, through a statement, 
said: “Being informed 
about the consequences, 
the Norwegian team’s 
thoughts are with those 
affected and their fami-
lies.

“Everyone probably 
woke up quite quickly 

when the helicopter 
hovered outside our ho-
tel window and a large 
number of emergency 
vehicles arrived.

“At first we didn’t know 
what was going on, but 
eventually there were 
updates on TV and the 
local media. We felt safe 
the whole time. FIFA has 
a good security system 
at the hotel and we have 
our own security officer 
in the squad.

“Everyone seems calm 
and we are preparing as 
normal for the game to-
night, then we may have 
to adapt if there are any 
instructions from the au-
thorities.”

The Philippine Wom-
en’s National Team also 
confirmed via social 
media that all members 
of their delegation were 
safe.

An Eden Park state-
ment read: “Eden Park 
Trust extends its deep-
est condolences to the 
Whanau of the victims 
in the incident which 
took place in Auckland’s 
CBD this morning. It is a 
sad day for Auckland on 
what should be a day of 
celebration.

“Eden Park has been 
working with all relevant 
agencies regarding this 
morning’s incident and 
the impact on services 
and staffing.”

THE INDEPENDENT



bassy in Tanzania seeks to 
bring a special trainer in Sep-
tember to help build capacity 
among youths.

According to her, the ini-
tiative has been put in place 
following President Samia Su-
luhu Hassan’s official visit to 
France last year, the visit wit-
nessed many development 
areas, including sports, arts, 
and culture engaged.

“Through the visit, we 
have now started to witness 
various interventions taking 
shape and many more others 
ahead,” she noted.

She observed that sports 
are among the country’s 
top priorities, the reason 
the President decided to in-
troduce a special ministry 
responsible for the sector 
among other initiatives.

France’s Ambassador to 
Tanzania, Nabil Hajlaoui, in-
dicated that his country has 
concentrated on sports as 
one of four other major sec-
tors of its friendship with 
Tanzania, besides education, 
vocational training, health, 
and agriculture.

“The support of over 

1.6bn/- focuses on three ar-
eas including building capac-
ity for the Tanzania Olympic 
Committee including training 
sessions along with build-
ing capacity, also targeting 
women specifically in Zanzi-
bar,” he said. Hajlaoui noted 
another area of empowering 
centers on two new Olympic 
disciplines, skating and break 
dancing, which will be intro-
duced next year.

He noted the project com-
ponents including the Tan-
zania Olympic Committee 
responsible for organizing 

competitions and training for 
trainers and sports managers 
in several regions.

The second component 
aims to promote breakdance 
and skateboarding through 
associations identified as 
We Present Tanzania (Break 
Dancing Association) and 
Tanzania Skateboarding Or-
ganization.

He noted that the third ob-
jective is to reinforce Zanzi-
bar’s adolescent and young 
women’s participation in 
sports through the training of 
coaches.

 

at Simba SC, he guided the 
club to a Mapinduzi Cup tri-
umph but finished third in 
the Premier League.

The 56-year-old gaffer is 
the latest coaching change 
in Tanzanian football this 
pre-season following in 
the footsteps of Argentine 
Miguel Angel Gamondi of 
Young Africans (Yanga) who 
took over from Belgo-Tuni-
sian Nasreddine Nabi.

Congolese Mwinyi Zahera 

joined Coastal Union, Fred 
Felix ‘Minziro’ agreed to 
join Tanzania Prisons while 
USA tactician of Somali ori-
gin Abdihamid Moallin has 
been ripped in by KMC FC 
as clubs prepare for the new 
season with new coaches.

Kopunovic signed a one-
year deal with the option of 
a further year and will start 
work immediately ahead of 
the club’s preseason train-
ing.

Tabora United earned 
their first-ever promotion 
to the NBC Premier League 
on the last match day of 
the 2022/23 Championship 
League season.

The squad finished sec-
ond ahead of Pamba FC to 
take the remaining auto-
matic promotion ticket.

After earning topflight 
promotion, they changed 
the name from Kitayosce FC 
to Tabora United.

The name change is a step 
in rebranding the club to re-
flect the side’s regional base 
and the financial support 
from the Tabora Municipal.

Two weeks ago, Tanza-
nia Football Federation an-
nounced Tabora United as 
one of two teams that had 
been slapped with a FIFA 
transfer ban.

The transfer ban was 
due to outstanding dues to 
Egyptian coach Ahmed El 
Faramawy Yousef Mostafa 
Soliman. Soliman filed a 
lawsuit at FIFA for breach of 
contract.

After Soliman won the 
case, Tabora United was 
supposed to have paid him 
within 45 days since the de-
cision was issued, but they 
did not adhere to the judg-
ment.

The club was banned 
from registering any new 
players, either nationally or 
internationally, up until the 
due amount is paid.

However, the ban has 
since been lifted after Tabo-
ra United cleared the club’s 
debts with Soliman last 
week.

With the arrival of Kopu-
novic and the transfer ban 
issue sorted, Tabora United 
are now expected to an-
nounce their new signings 
ahead of the 2023/24 cam-
paign.

Women’s World Cup to 
‘proceed as planned’ after 
shooting in Auckland
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 Flexibles by David Chikoko

‘Twende Olympic’ project launched in Dar

 By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

N
EWLY promoted 
NBC Premier 
League outfit, 
Tabora United, 

has appointed former Simba 
SC boss Goran Kopunovic to 
take over as head coach, the 
club announced on Thursday.

Kopunovic, who enjoyed 
a nomadic playing career in 
Serbia and Hungary, was last 
involved in management with 
Hungarian side Maglodi TC.

Kopunovic also had a 
coaching spell at Rwandan 
club Police FC, where he 
spent three seasons and won 
the Peace Cup.

This will be his second spell 
in Tanzania. He was in charge 
of Simba SC in the 2014/15 
season. In his six-month spell 

Mjomba Band’s vocalists entertain attendants of the ongoing 18th Higher Education, Science, and Technology exhibitions coordinated by Tanzania 
Commission for Universities (TCU) at Mnazi Mmoja ground in Dar es Salaam. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

By Guardian Reporter

MINISTER for Culture, 
Arts, and Sports Pindi Chana 
has said the project dubbed 
‘Twende Olympic’ will help 
youths in the country realize 
their dreams in sports.

The ‘Twende Olympic’ 
project, funded by France’s 
Embassy in Tanzania to the 
tune of over 1.6bn/-, is a coop-
eration project in the field of 
sports seeking to back sports 
practice in Tanzania.

The initiative is as well pro-
moting the Paris 2024 Olym-
pics and Paralympic Games 
in close collaboration with 
the Ministry of Culture, Arts, 
and Sports.

Pindi revealed at the proj-
ect’s launch in Dar es Salaam 
on Wednesday evening, stat-
ing that ‘Twende Olympic’ is a 
good project focusing on the 
youths who hold the labour 
power in the market.

“Out of the 61 million popu-
lation in Tanzania, youths ac-
count for over 50 percent… 
youths possess many talents, 
what they need is the leader-
ship on how to go about what 
they are doing to arrive at 
their goals,”  Pindi said.

She applauded the em-
bassy for the innovation and 
creativity that aims to up-
lift sports endeavours in the 
country, noting that after two 
years of its implementation, 
they should come up with a 
way to develop the project.

To support the course, she 
revealed that France’s Em-

 By Correspondent Shufaa Lyimo

ABOUT 20 people will battle it out in the second 
season of a contest, known as ‘Bingwa’, scheduled 
for July 30 in Dar es Salaam.

The ‘Bingwa’ contest, sponsored by StarTimes, has 
social media personalities battling it out in it. The 
contest’s organizers noted 20 participants for the 
second season are soon set to enter camp in the city.

The contest’s Project Manager Ombeni Phiri said 
it is more than entertainment given 18 participants 
had entered the first season.

Most of the contestants, he disclosed, are young 
people with a great influence on social media, and 
one of them emerged as the winner and was award-
ed a car.

He said the contest gears towards providing op-
portunities for young people to learn various issues 
including the opportunities available in social net-
works to promote and develop their brands.

StarTimes Marketing Manager David Malisa point-
ed out that after the first season, they received vari-
ous feedback from the audience, which requested 
improvement in the second season.

Such feedback, the official noted, led to the orga-
nizers’ failure to host it last year.

Malisa said that the contest brings plenty of op-
portunities because even if a participant will not 
win, he/she can get an endorsement, serving as an 
ambassador for some companies.

The official noted: “Artist Athuman Omary ‘Har-
morapa’ was among the contestants for the last sea-
son, so the StarTimes Company gave him a one-year 
endorsement and opportunities went his way be-
cause of his participation.”

Malisa called on the contest’s viewers who will 
watch it via StarTimes should pay for their decoders 
because the second season has different educational 
content which will be useful to viewers.

Winner of the first season of the ‘Bingwa’ contest, 
Noel, instructed the second season’s participants 
to be disciplined and comply with the slogan of the 
contest, ‘I believe in myself ’.

He was adamant that the participants should be-
lieve in themselves and use the opportunity to build 
their brands.

Noel offered motivation to the second season’s 
participants as they begin their journey to success 
in the contest.

The contest’s second season has various influen-
tial people on social media eyeing glory, including 
prominent comedian ‘Mkali Wenu’, Amirado, and 
fashion model, Hamid.

Serbian coach, Goran Kopunovic.

‘Bingwa’ contest’s 
second season 
attracts 20 
contestants
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