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CYBERATTACKS have 
more than doubled since 
the pandemic. While com-
panies have historically 
suffered relatively modest 
direct losses from cyberat-
tacks, some have experi-
enced a much heavier toll. 
US credit reporting agency 
Equifax, for example, paid 
more than $1 billion in 
penalties after a major 
data breach in 2017 that 
affected about 150 million 
consumers.

As we show in a chapter 
of the April 2024 Global 
Financial Stability Report, 
the risk of extreme losses 
from cyber incidents is in-
creasing. Such losses could 
potentially cause funding 
problems for companies 
and even jeopardize their 
solvency. The size of these 
extreme losses has more 
than quadrupled since 
2017 to $2.5 billion. And 
indirect losses like reputa-
tional damage or security 
upgrades are substantially 
higher.

The financial sector is 
uniquely exposed to cyber 
risk. Financial firms—given 
the large amounts of sensi-
tive data and transactions 
they handle—are often tar-
geted by criminals seeking 
to steal money or disrupt 
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BUSINESS Spurring the future: Uniting for clean
energy innovation and IP protection

Rising cyber threats pose serious concerns for financial stability

 By Margreth Somme 

WITH Tanza-
nia’s vast 
wealth of 
renewable 

energy resources, the na-
tion stands as an ideal 
crucible for the evolution 
of clean energy initiatives. 
Thus, fostering synergis-
tic partnerships among 
innovators, scholars, and 
enterprises becomes not 
just pivotal but imperative 
in propelling forward the 
frontiers of clean energy 
technologies.

In fact, the country pos-
sesses abundant renew-
able energy resources, 
including solar, wind, 
hydro, and geothermal 
potential, making it well-
suited for clean energy 
development. With ample 
sunshine and strong wind 
resources, solar and wind 
energy hold significant 
promise for the country’s 
energy future. 

Currently, hydropower 
dominates Tanzania’s 
energy mix, with major 
projects contributing to 
grid stability. Solar ener-
gy offers a decentralized 
electrification solution, 

particularly in rural areas, 
while wind energy devel-
opment can diversify en-
ergy sources and reduce 
reliance on imported fos-
sil fuels.

Additionally, Tanzania’s 
geothermal potential, 
particularly in the Rift 
Valley region, presents 
opportunities for base-
load power generation 
and grid stability, com-
plementing intermittent 
renewable sources. Over-
all, leveraging these clean 
energy resources can 
enhance energy access, 
socio-economic develop-
ment, and contribute to 
climate mitigation efforts 
in Tanzania.

Clean energy and intel-
lectual property (IP) are 
intricately related, as in-
novation and technologi-
cal advancements play a 
crucial role in the devel-
opment and deployment 
of clean energy solutions. 
In the dynamic landscape 
of the clean energy in-
dustry, collaboration and 
partnerships are pivotal 
drivers of innovation and 
progress. 

At Rive & Co., we recog-
nize the critical role that 

IP rights play as enablers 
of collaboration, facilitat-
ing joint ventures, public-
private partnerships, and 
collaborative research ini-
tiatives. As practitioners of 
intellectual property law, 
we provide strategic guid-
ance and legal expertise to 
navigate the complexities 
of IP management in the 
clean energy sector.

IP as an enabler of col-
laboration

In the pursuit of advanc-
ing clean energy tech-
nologies, collaboration 
is essential. Intellectual 
property rights serve as 
catalysts for collaboration 
by incentivizing innova-
tion and providing legal 
protections for inventors, 
researchers, and busi-
nesses. Whether through 
joint ventures, technol-
ogy licensing agreements, 
or research partnerships, 
clear delineation and 
protection of intellectual 
property rights are funda-
mental to fostering a col-
laborative ecosystem.

Collaborative endeav-
ors in the clean energy in-
dustry often involve com-
plex negotiations over 
intellectual property own-

New steam turbines, generators to transform Kenya’s energy network

Statista shares new data, charting the rise of renewable energy in Africa. Photo: Ludovic Marin/Reuters

 By Guardian Reporter

KENYA’S geothermal pow-
er sector is set for a major 
boost with the imminent ar-
rival of new steam turbines 
and generators, paving the 
way for a notable enhance-
ment in the country’s ener-
gy infrastructure.

The equipment renova-
tion is targeted towards im-
proving the performance of 
the old 45MW Olkaria I geo-
thermal power plant at unit 
1 – 3, marking a major step 
towards enhancing renew-
able energy production in 
the region.

Olkaria I geothermal 
power plant is the oldest 
geothermal power plant in 
Kenya and has been in com-
mercial operation by the 
Kenya Electricity Generat-
ing Company PLC (hereinaf-
ter “KenGen”) since 1981.

A statement obtained 
by this paper yesterday re-
vealed that units 1 through 
3 of the plant, are in need of 
renovation due to their ag-
ing infrastructure. It was an-
nounced that Toshiba ESS’s 
steam turbines and genera-
tors have been chosen for 
the upcoming renovation 
project.

This will increase the pow-
er output of Units 1 through 
3 from the current 15mw to 
21mw each, enabling them 
to achieve a higher out-
put with less steam. These 
points were highly evalu-
ated by KenGen and led to 
the adoption of the contract.

Kenya’s economic growth 
has led to an increased de-
mand for power, prompting 
the government to imple-
ment a comprehensive de-
velopment plan known as 
Vision 2030.

This initiative includes 
measures to enhance Ken-
ya’s electricity generating 
capacity through renewable 
sources and aims to achieve 
a complete transition to 100 
percent green energy by the 
year 2030.

Many new geothermal 
power plants are planned 
to tap into the 9GW geo-
thermal potential in Kenya’s 
Great Rift Valley region.

Toshiba ESS and KenGen 
have solidified their part-
nership through a memo-
randum of understanding 
(MOU) to collaborate on 
Operation and Maintenance 
(O&M) services in 2022.

By combining their exper-
tise and networks, they aim 
to provide O&M services for 
geothermal power plants in 
developing countries, par-
ticularly in East Africa.

Toshiba ESS has a strong 

history of successfully de-
livering geothermal power 
generation systems in Kenya 
and other East African coun-
tries. Their expertise in this 
field makes them an invalu-
able partner for KenGen in 
offering Operations & Main-
tenance (O&M) services for 
geothermal power plants.

Furthermore, Toshiba 
ESS has actively promoted 
geothermal power genera-
tion by signing Memoran-
dums of Understanding 
(MOUs) on geothermal pow-
er plant business with vari-
ous partners in East African 
nations. Their dedication to 
advancing sustainable en-
ergy solutions in the region 
is evident through their 
partnerships and successful 
project completions.

Shinya Fujitsuka, Direc-
tor and Vice President of the 
Power Systems Division at 

Toshiba ESS, expressed his 
satisfaction in being able to 
contribute to energy stabil-
ity in Kenya through the 
provision of equipment and 
services.

He emphasized that 
Toshiba ESS will continue to 
offer optimal products and 
solutions to meet the needs 
of customers, including a 
range of geothermal steam 
turbines and generators 
with power outputs from 1 
MW to 200 MW.

Furthermore, he reiter-
ated their commitment to 
clean energy and the reali-
zation of a sustainable soci-
ety, stating that Toshiba ESS 
will play a role in achieving 
a carbon-neutral society 
by providing geothermal 
power plant services both 
domestically and interna-
tionally.

resilience, but also expose 
the financial industry to 
systemwide shocks. For 
example, a 2023 ransom-
ware attack on a cloud IT 
service provider caused si-
multaneous outages at 60 
US credit unions.

With the global financial 
system facing significant 
and growing cyber risks 
from increasing digitali-
zation and geopolitical 
tensions, as shown in the 
chapter, policies and gov-
ernance frameworks at 
firms must keep pace.

Because private incen-
tives may be insufficient 
to address cyber risks—for 
example, firms may not 
fully account for the sys-
temwide effects of inci-
dents—public intervention 
may be necessary.

However, according to 
an IMF survey of central 
banks and supervisory 
authorities, cybersecurity 
policy frameworks, espe-
cially in emerging market 
and developing econo-
mies, often remain insuf-
ficient. For example, only 
about half of countries 
surveyed had a national, 
financial sector-focused 
cybersecurity strategy or 
dedicated cybersecurity 

regulations. To strengthen 
resilience in the financial 
sector, authorities should 
develop an adequate 
national cybersecurity 
strategy accompanied by 
effective regulation and 
supervisory capacity that 
should encompass:

Periodically assessing 
the cybersecurity land-
scape and identifying po-
tential systemic risks from 
interconnectedness and 
concentrations, including 
from third-party service 
providers.

Encouraging cyber “ma-
turity” among financial 
sector firms, including 
board-level access to cy-
bersecurity expertise, as 
supported by the chapter’s 
analysis which suggests 
that better cyber-related 
governance may reduce 
cyber risk.

Improving cyber hy-
giene of firms—that is, their 
online security and system 
health (such as antimal-
ware and multifactor au-
thentication)—and training 
and awareness.

Prioritizing data report-
ing and collection of cyber 
incidents, and sharing in-
formation among finan-
cial sector participants to 

ership, licensing terms, 
and royalty arrangements. 
Our team specializes in 
guiding clients through 
these negotiations, ensur-
ing that their intellectual 
property rights are safe-
guarded while facilitat-
ing mutually beneficial 
collaborations. With our 
expertise in drafting clear 
and comprehensive agree-
ments, we mitigate risks 
and promote a conducive 
environment for innova-

tion and partnership.
Protecting your intellec-

tual property
Our firm understand 

the importance of pro-
tecting our clients’ intel-
lectual property assets. 
Whether through patents, 
trademarks, copyrights, or 
trade secrets, we employ a 
multi-faceted approach to 
safeguarding intellectual 
property rights. Our team 
works tirelessly to develop 
tailored strategies that 

align with our clients’ busi-
ness objectives, ensuring 
that their innovations are 
protected against infringe-
ment and misappropria-
tion.

Clear agreements for IP 
management

Clear agreements and 
frameworks for IP man-
agement are indispen-
sable for navigating the 
complexities of collabo-
rative innovation in the 
clean energy sector. We 

specializes in drafting cus-
tomized agreements that 
address the unique needs 
and circumstances of each 
collaboration. From IP 
ownership provisions to li-
censing terms and royalty 
arrangements, we ensure 
that our clients’ interests 
are protected while foster-
ing an environment con-
ducive to innovation and 
knowledge sharing.

Maximizing societal 
benefits

By fostering collabora-
tive innovation and pro-
tecting intellectual proper-
ty rights, we are dedicated 
to maximizing the societal 
benefits of clean energy 
technologies. Through 
strategic legal counsel and 
innovative solutions, we 
empower our clients to 
drive positive change, ad-
vance sustainable develop-
ment, and create a brighter 
future for generations to 
come.

Therefore, its important 
to understand that in the 
protection landscape of 
the clean energy industry, 
collaboration and intellec-
tual property protection 
are essential for driving in-
novation and progress.

Margreth Somme, is an 
Intellectual Property & 
Technology Expert from 
Rive & Co, an innovating 
law firm this article is for 
informational purposes 
only and should not be 
construed as legal ad-
vice. It is recommended 
to consult with a quali-
fied legal professional 
for advice specific to 
your situation.

economic activity. Attacks 
on financial firms account 
for nearly one-fifth of the 
total, of which banks are 
the most exposed.

Chart showcasing the in-
crease in risks of suffering 
from a cyberattack and ex-
periencing loss over time

Incidents in the finan-
cial sector could threaten 
financial and economic 
stability if they erode con-
fidence in the financial 
system, disrupt critical ser-
vices, or cause spillovers to 
other institutions.

For example, a severe 
incident at a financial in-
stitution could undermine 
trust and, in extreme cases, 
lead to market selloffs or 
runs on banks. Although 
no significant “cyber runs” 
have occurred thus far, our 
analysis suggests modest 
and somewhat persistent 
deposit outflows have oc-
curred at smaller US banks 
after a cyberattack.

Cyber incidents that 
disrupt critical services 
like payment networks 
could also severely affect 
economic activity. For 
example, a December at-
tack at the Central Bank 
of Lesotho disrupted the 
national payment system, 

enhance their collective 
preparedness.

As attacks often ema-
nate from outside a finan-
cial firm’s home country 
and proceeds can be 
routed across borders, in-
ternational cooperation is 
imperative to address cy-
ber risk successfully.

While cyber incidents 
will occur, the financial 
sector needs the capac-
ity to deliver critical busi-
ness services during these 
disruptions. To this end, 
financial firms should de-
velop, and test, response 
and recovery procedures 
and national authori-
ties should have effective 
response protocols and 
crisis management frame-
works in place.

The IMF actively 
helps member countries 
strengthen their cyber-
security frameworks 
through policy advice, for 
example as part of the Fi-
nancial Sector Assessment 
Program, and through ca-
pacity-building activities.

Fabio Natalucci, Mah-
vash Qureshi, and Felix 
Suntheim works for IMF, 
and the article is based 
on Chapter 3 of the April 
2024 Global Financial 
Stability Report, “Cyber 
Risk: A Growing Con-
cern for Macrofinancial 
Stability.”

preventing transactions by 
domestic banks.

Chart of cyber incidents 
and losses the financial 
sector has suffered over 

the past 20 years
Another consideration 

is that financial firms in-
creasingly rely on third-
party IT service providers, 

and may do so even more 
with the emerging role 
of artificial intelligence. 
Such external providers 
can improve operational 

A Stream driven turbine in power station with supervisor. Photo: Courtesy of Mira 
Image
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College students 
warned against 
‘rampant’ drug abuse

VP 
Mpango 
to grace 
symposium 
on Nyerere’s 
birthday

Tarura 
promises to 
fix 85pct of 
bad roads 
in two 
years
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 By Marc Nkwame - Arusha

THE government will rescue the stalled 
vocational and technical training centre 
project slated for Monduli in Arusha Re-
gion.

President Samia Suluhu Hassan made 
this promise yesterday when leading the 
national commemoration of 40 years 
of death of then Prime Minister Edward 
Sokoine.

She aired the fact that as Monduli MP he 

had donated land for the construction of 
the center in the budding town, to be im-
plemented by the Catholic Church, but so 
far the project is yet to be realized.

She requested the Arusha Archdiocese 

to consult with the Regional Commis-
sioner with a view to reviving the project, 
noting that works, noting that vocational 
and technical training plus work studies 
are crucial in the revised education policy 
rolled out in January.

Four education institutions have been 
set up in Monduli District in the past three 
years, she said, listing the completed pro-
jects as Imairete primary school, and Mis-
erani, Mswakini secondary schools while 
Lepurko secondary school has elevated 

facilities.
The government had also invested over 

7bn/- for school feeding programmes in 
the district, while completing the Lolkisale 
Health Center in the town, she said.

Upwards of 27bn/- has been allocated 
for ongoing projects to supply water from 
Arusha City to 17 villages in Monduli, she 
further noted, adding to remarks by Am-

President Samia Suluhu Hassan moves to lay a wreath at the grave of former prime minister Edward Moringe Sokoine at 
Monduli Juu in Arusha Region yesterday. Photo: State House
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Gov to revive stalled technical centre

Indian medical 
firm ties with 
Mwanza hospital
 By Carlos Banda

TANZANITE Hospital based in Mwanza has entered 
into a partnership set at $5m with an Indian medical 
franchise, ES Health (Africa).

Gilead Teri, the Tanzania Investment Centre (TIC) 
executive director, made this affirmation in a press 
conference in Dar es Salaam yesterday after a meeting 
with the joint venture companies.

The link will facilitate installation of modern equip-
ment and deployment of specialists, boosting the pro-
vision of quality health services, hailed the firms for 
the partnership, likely to cut the number of Tanzani-
ans seeking medical services abroad.

He said that local institutions need to utilize oppor-
tunities for partnership projects with foreign inves-
tors, underlining that elevated facilities end the need 
to meet costs of travelling, accommodation and health 
expenses in such trips.

Local patients needed to fly to India to access state

Four education institu-
tions have been set up 
in Monduli District in 
the past three years,

TURN TO Page2
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Morogoro, Coast 
floods:  33 dead, 
1,014 rescued

 By Carlos Banda

THIRTY three people have died in dev-
astating floods in Morogoro and Coast re-
gions while roads, bridges, houses, schools 
and health centres were swept or severely 
damaged by gushing water.

Mobhare Matinyi, the chief government 
spokesman, said at a media briefing in Dar 
es Salaam that 28 people lost their lives in 
eight districts in Morogoro Region, while 
two deaths were reported in Rufiji District; 
two deaths in Kibiti District and one death 
in Kisarawe District.

Two people have been injured in Kibiti 
while three injuries were reported in 
Kisarawe, and a total of 1,014 people were 
rescued in Rufiji alone, he said, pointing out 
that 1,035 houses were destroyed and 6,074 
houses were surrounded by water but still 
standing.

TURN TO Page2

 By Marc Nkwame, Arusha

SEVEN pupils died after 
their school bus was 
swept by flood water 

at a gorge close to Arusha city 
centre at Engosheraton, an ac-
cident that Arusha Urban MP 
blames on the power supply 
monopoly for refusing to allow 
bridge construction on the spot.

Bodies of the pupils were 
found after a day-long police 
and rescue teams’ search effort 
while three pupils with their 
teacher cheated death in the 
accident, rescued by a Good Sa-
maritans and rushed to Muriet 
health centre.

SACP Justin Masejo, the re-
gional police commander, said 
they were still investigating 
the incident and will release a 
report soon, while President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan sent con-
dolences to the grieved families, 
and the school management 

said they will issue a statement 
later.

Mrisho Gambo, the MP, said 
they had raised money for 
bridge construction across the 
gorge as it gets filled with water 
when heavy rains occur, “but 
the management of the Tanza-
nia Electric Supply Co. (Tane-
sco) has been preventing the 
bridge construction without 
providing any plausible rea-
sons.”

Efforts to contact the Tane-
sco regional management here 
proved futile as they were not 

in office and didn’t pick phones.
The Toyota Hiace commuter 

van, T 496 EFK serving as a 
school bus for Ghati Memorial 
Academy, was dragged into the 
water-filled gorge early yester-
day.

Witnesses said the vehicle 
had 13 people on board, name-
ly11 pupils, their teacher and 
the driver, where three children 
and the teacher were rescued.

They said the driver tried 
to escape shortly after the ac-
cident 12 kilometers from the 
city centre but was chased, 
caught but couldn’t speak as he 
seemed confused.

He was driving the children 
from home to the school but 
upon reaching a road section 
with gushing torrent, he trusted 
that he would negotiate the wa-
ter against all odds.

Residents of Sinoni ward in Arusha view the wreckage of the Ghati Memorial School mini-bus which plunged into Mbasi 
River yesterday morning, leaving eight pupils dead and three injured. Photo: Correspondent Getrude Mpezya
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MP blames 
TANESCO 
for impeding 
bridge 
construction

40 YEARS OF SOKOINE’S DEATH

Seven pupils die 
in flooded gorge
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Morogoro, Coast floods:  
33 dead, 1,014 rescued

Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi has a word with residents of Kilimani Tazari Kidoti village shortly after the prayers at Unguja’s Hidaya Kilimani Tazari Mosque 
yesterday. Photo: Zanzibar State House 

Residents of Barikiwa village in Liwale District, Lindi Region, pictured earlier this week fetching water for domestic use at what they said was a “traditional spring”. The 
little they ended up with was a liquid of highly suspicious quality, with the pipe usually supplying them with potable water reportedly damaged “for quite some time now”. 
Photo: Guardian Correspondent 

Vast acreage of crops 
have been destroyed, in-
cluding maize, bananas, 
millet, sesame, cassava, 
rice and cotton, he stated, 
serious damage to roads 
and other public infra-
structure like a health 
centre in Muhoro village 
in Rufiji District, swept 
away by water.

In total, 12 wards out 
of 13 in Rufiji District; five 
wards out of 13 in Kibiti 
District and one ward in 
Kisarawe District were 
waterlogged, while in 
Morogoro Region, 34,970 
hectares of various crops 
were flooded, and 1,466 
livestock marooned,

The TAZARA railway 
was under water at vari-
ous spots, roads and 
bridges damaged, he said, 
affirming that regional 
and district disaster man-
agement committees 
were evaluating damage 
levels and needs in disas-
ter areas.

Various donations from 
civic groups and public 
agencies had been re-
ceived and were being 

handed to affected peo-
ple, he said, while the 
PMO-based disaster com-
mittee had met and would 
brief Prime Minister 
Kassim Majaliwa ahead 
of  wider cabinet consul-
tations on the situation.

  He said that El Nino 
rains had pushed releas-
ing water from gates at 
the Julius Nyerere hy-
dropower dam starting 
February, as TANESCO 
released 3000 to 6000 
cubic metres of water, 
he said, pointing out that 
the flooding in the zone 
would have been felt from 
last October.

“In 2019, the construc-
tion of the plant started 
where until now it has 
reached 98 percent com-
pletion. One generator 
has started to operate and 
it generates 235 mega-
watts of electricity. There 
are nine generators which 
can produce 2,115 mega-
watts,’ he said, emphasiz-
ing that the dam was a 
long term factor in check-
ing floods December 2022 
but this season’s rains 
were exceptional.

FROM PAGE 1
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of the art health services, he stated, 
hailing President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
for making such investment possible on 
account of her state visit to India last 
year.

ES Health specialists will collaborate 
with Tanzanian doctors to improve the 
provision of health care services, which 
is what the public expects of Tanzanite 

Hospital in the coming months, he said.
There has been a significant increase 

in strategic partnership investment pro-
jects, he said, affirming that from Sep-
tember to December 2023, up to 61 per-
cent of projects registered by TIC were 
partnerships.

Jared Awando, the Tanzanite Hospital 
board vice chairman, praised TIC for 
presenting the opportunity to forge the 
strategic partnership.

“We have nine doctors from India who 
have already arrived and are expected 
to start work next week in areas such as 
surgery, dental care, optical services and 
many others,” he said, elaborating that 
the hospital in Mwanza will strive to pro-
vide the lead in such treatment services.

In the near future as technology and 
machines are brought into place, a medi-
cine storage facility and a training col-
lege to enhance specialized skills are on 

the cards, he stated.
Yash Shah, the ES Health (Africa) 

PVT Ltd chairman said that half of the 
$5m has already been dispatched for 
equipment and installation expenses to 
upgrade orthopedic, dental  and physi-
otherapy services.

“We are coming up with more doc-
tors.” he said, expressing the medical 
franchise’s excitement to provide such 
facilities to Tanzania and elsewhere.

Indian medical firm ties with hospital in Mwanza
FROM PAGE 1

“So he drove the van 
onto the crossing section 
without realizing that 
parts of the road were 
eroded by the rains that 
pounded Engosheraton, a 
part of Engosengiu ward, 
all night long,” eyewit-
nesses narrated.

The front wheels were 
first to be dragged into the 
waters and eventually the 
entire vehicle fell into the 
gorge, they said, elabo-
rating that the van was 
washed away and then 

caught at the edge of the 
footbridge further down-
stream.

That prevented the bus 
from being swept away 
entirely, and as the little 
children tried to escape 
from the bus shell, water 
swept several of them 
downstream.

Some people in the area 
who witnessed the inci-
dent rushed to the rescue 
of those still struggling, 
rescuing the teacher and 
three other children, they 
added.

Seven pupils die 
in flooded gorge
FROM PAGE 1

bassador Joseph Sokoine, 
son of the late premier, 
who appealed to the pres-
ident that a large water 
well which the premier 
had supervised its con-
struction in the 1970s to 
trap rain water be rebuilt.

It would serve to con-
trol floods and provide a 
watering trough for local 
livestock, he stated.

The then premier was 
killed in a road accident 
on April 12, 1984 while 
commemorative events 
to celebrate his life are or-
ganised nationally every 
ten years.

The Sokoine Founda-
tion is working to pre-
pare a biography and 
memoires, assisted by 
Uongozi Institute which 
has worked to build such 
heritage with past leaders 
like the late former presi-

dent Benjamin Mkapa, 
Ambassador Dr Salim 
Ahmed Salim and the late 
former president Ali Has-
san Mwinyi.

The Sokoine biography 
is expected to be pub-
lished later this year, the 
family scion noted.

Ex-president Jakaya Kik-
wete led the 30th anniver-
sary event back in 2014, 
commissioning a new 
house for the family while 
in 2004, it was then Pre-
mier Frederick Sumaye 
who led his predecessors 
Dr Salim, John Malecela 
and Joseph Warioba in the 
20th anniversary event in 
Monduli.

Until his death at 
Dakawa section of the Dar 
es Salaam – Dodoma high-
way near Morogoro, the 
late Sokoine was MP for 
Monduli, which was then 
extending to include Lon-
gido District.

Graphite miner pays partners after first exploration 
 By Special Correspondent

MARULA Mining PLc on Friday issued a 
share-based payment to its joint venture 
partners at the Nyorinyori and NyoriGreen 
graphite projects.

The Africa-focused miner has conducted 

an initial exploration programme in Tanza-
nia projects alongside Takela Mining Tanza-
nia Ltd and NyoriGreen Mining Ltd.

As announced in February, following 
completion of the initial exploration pro-
gram, Marula was required to make a share-
based payment of GBP100, 000 to Takela 

through the issue of 799,361 new shares at 
a price of 12.51 pence.

Marula will also make a GBP250, 000 pay-
ment to NyoriGreen Mining through the is-
sue of 2.0 million shares at the same price.

An application has been made for the 
new shares to be admitted to trading on 

the Aquis Stock Exchange Growth Market, 
expected to occur by Thursday next week.

Chief executive officer Jason Brewere 
said: “With the milestone of initial explora-
tion work completed at the Nyorinyori and 
NyoriGreen graphite projects, our belief in 
its high-grade graphite mineralisation po-

tential, and our plan to develop the projects 
as a medium-scale graphite project, has 
been confirmed. As such, we are now com-
mencing with our plans for Phase 2 explo-
ration work.” Shares in Marula were down 
2.5 percent at 8.85 pence each on the Aquis 
exchange on Friday.

Govt to revive stalled 
technical centre
FROM PAGE 1
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EU inaugurates new initiatives to boost youth skills in Africa
BRUSSELS

THE European Commissioner 
for International Partnerships Jutta 
Urpilainen on Thursday launched 
new regional programmes to boost 
youth mobility and skills in Africa.

The new initiatives were unveiled 
at the Global Gateway High-Level 
Event on Education in Brussels, Bel-
gium.

The Team Europe Initiative on 
Opportunity-driven Skills and Voca-
tional Education and Training, the 
Africa-Europe Youth Academy and 
15 new projects under the flagship 
Youth Mobility for Africa highlight 

the EU’s commitment to empower-
ing African youth with education.

Commissioner Urpilainen said: 
“The European Union’s Global 
Gateway investments in education 
are focused on enhancing access to 
quality education and skills training 
for all in an equitable way. Educa-
tion and skills are key to combating 
inequalities and to creating jobs and 
prosperity.”

“It is urgent to allow young people 
to build their green and digital skills, 
in particular skills that match the 
opportunities present in the labour 
market. I am proud to launch today 
the regional Team Europe Initiative 

Opportunity-driven Skills and Vo-
cational Education and Training in 
Africa, co-financed by the European 
Union with €75 million.”

“As a part of the Global Gateway 
Africa-Europe Investment Package, 
the regional Youth Mobility for Afri-
ca flagship showcases the width and 
breadth of the European Union’s 
support to international coopera-
tion in higher education and learn-
ing mobility. I am pleased to launch 
these new initiatives during the Afri-
can Year of Education, in particular 
the Africa-Europe Youth Academy 
– a flagship initiative of the first-ever 
EU Youth Action Plan.”

As a key initiative of the Youth Ac-
tion Plan in EU external relations, 
the Africa-Europe Youth Acad-
emy launched by Commissioner 
Urpilainen will provide opportuni-
ties for formal and informal learn-
ing and exchanges to young people 
looking to improve their leadership 
skills and create networks between 
Africa and Europe. The first set of 
actions is supported with €15 mil-
lion from the EU. The initiative is 
part of the flagship Youth Mobility 
for Africa.

Commissioner Urpilainen also 
launched 15 Intra-Africa Mobility 
Scheme projects, funded with €27 

million by the EU. 
The projects will provide learn-

ing mobility opportunities for stu-
dents, trainees and staff across the 
continent to boost high-level green 
and digital skills. The 15 selected 
projects cover 22 African countries. 
The Intra-Africa Mobility Scheme is 
also part of the flagship Youth Mo-
bility for Africa.

Youth Mobility for Africa brings 
under one umbrella existing and 
new EU-funded programmes to 
promote learning mobility oppor-
tunities within Africa and between 
Africa and the EU. 

It supports cooperation in higher 

education and skills development 
and promotes Africa as a study des-
tination, contributing to youth em-
powerment for sustainable employ-
ability and active citizenship.

The regional Team Europe Ini-
tiative Opportunity-driven Skills and 
Vocational Education and Training 
in Africa launched today aims to 
enhance the match between skills 
training and concrete employment 
opportunities, particularly those 
created by Global Gateway invest-
ments in Sub-Saharan Africa. It sup-
ports a paradigm shift in how the 
training offer is designed – tailoring 
it to the available opportunities. 

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

ZANZIBAR Bureau of Standards (ZBS) is set to start 
construction of five new modern laboratories in vari-
ous areas to bring services closer to people and in-
crease quality control efficiency.

The new laboratories will heighten safety of goods 
as various products will be tested for quality standards 
before being granted certification to enter the markets.

ZBS director general Yussuph Majid Nassor said this 
yesterday when opening a meeting with journalists 
which was organised by Zanzibar Press Club (ZPC) at 
its headquarters Maruhubi in Unguja Urban District.

He said the step is aimed at increasing efficiency in 
regulation of standards of goods which are manufac-
tured locally and those imported.

He said the move will also address challenges of 
transporting samples from Pemba to Unguja for stand-
ard testing, adding that the project will cost 6.5bn/-.

“Tenders for the project have already been float-
ed and we expect the project to complete within 24 
months,” he said.

Speaking on strengthening the performance of the 
institution, Majid said the government has been work-
ing on constructing a laboratory for inspection of ve-
hicles.

He said the vehicle inspection laboratory will cost 
2.5bn/- and that already some operations have started 
at the workshop.

Vice chairperson of ZPC Tabia Makame Mohamed 
said it was encouraging to see how the institution was 
collaborating with the media.

She said the media is a bridge which links the public 
and the private sector for them to work together.

She commended ZBS for making progress, including 
being independent financially hence relieving the gov-
ernment of the burden of supporting it.

ZBS to put up five modern 
laboratories at 6.5 billion/-

Some members of the Shinyanga Municipality staff and their counterparts from the Kolandoto College of Health Sciences pictured standing as domestic tourists by visiting 
a hot spring in the municipality.  Photo: Correspondent Marco Maduhu

By Special Correspondent 

SUNCULTURE, a Kenyan 
climate tech startup has 
raised $12 million to enhance 
its solar irrigation solution in 
sub-Saharan Africa and pro-
vide hundreds of thousands 
of smallholder farmers’ ac-
cess to Internet-of-Things 
(IoT)-enabled solar-powered 
irrigation by 2030. 

The strategic equity invest-
ment is the fruit of the land-
mark partnership between 

InfraCo Africa, a subsidiary 
of the Private Infrastructure 
Development Group (PIDG) 
and Savant Group Ltd. 

Other investors in this Se-
ries B round include Acumen 
Funds, Reed Hastings, co-
founder of Netflix, and Eric 
Schmidt, former CEO and 
Chairman of Google, who 
participate through his foun-
dation. 

The new capital injection, 
facilitated through InfraCo 
Africa’s dedicated investment 

arm, is part of the climate 
startup’s Series B fundraising 
effort totalling $27.5 million.

The Series B round, a mix of 
equity, debt, grants and car-
bon financing, brings the cli-
mate tech company’s total in-
vestment to $65 million since 
its launch. It also advances its 
goal of raising $219 million 
to install 274,000 solar irri-
gation systems throughout 
Kenya.  Samir Ibrahim, Sun-
Culture CEO, said, “We are ex-
cited to collaborate with our 

investors as we work towards 
our shared goals.” 

Nigerian Cleantech startup 
Arnergy raises $3 million to 
accelerate adoption

SunCulture focuses on 
helping farmers improve 
production capacity. In most 
sub-Saharan Africa, irriga-
tion sources for several farm-
ers are rainfed agriculture or 
carbon-emitting diesel and 
petrol pumps.

To prevent heavy reliance 
on seasonal rainfall and cut 

down on expensive, environ-
mentally polluting fuel-based 
pumps, SunCulture offers 
farmers a sustainable alter-
native. 

The solar company sup-
plies small-scale farmers with 
small solar-powered water 
pumps, which are subsidised 
by the sale of carbon credits 
up to half the total cost of 
ownership compared to fuel-
based pumps. Designed for 
smallholdings of between 1-3 
acres, the pumps can expel 

up to 1,200 litres of water 
per hour.  With operations 
in Kenya, Uganda and Ivory 
Coast and distribution agree-
ments in Ethiopia, Zambia 
and Togo, SunCulture runs 
on a “Pay-As-You-Grow” mod-
el.

Cleantech startup, Qotto, 
raises $8 million Series A to 
expand to Ivory Coast

Out of the 700 million Af-
ricans dependent on small-
scale farms, only about 4 per-
cent have means of irrigation, 

suggesting a massive blow to 
production capacities and an 
over-reliance on the weather. 

“Irrigation is just like old, 
very unsexy technology, but 
it could increase your yields 
by up to five times,” Ibrahim 
said. 

So far, SunCulture has sold 
47,000 irrigation units pow-
ered by solar panels. SunCul-
ture is also looking to expand 
its offerings to include other 
farming services like soil tests 
and insurance.

Firm raises $12 million to expand solar irrigation solutions 

Motorists have a hard and tricky time moving along a muddy stretch of a road in Dar es Salam’s Kitunda Kati suburb on Thursday. Sources blamed the 
situation chiefly on the ongoing heavy rains in the city. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

TANZANIA Rural and Urban Roads Agency (Tarura) has promised to 
fix 85 percent of all bad roads in the country measuring 144, 429, 077 
kilometres in the next two years.

Victor Seff, Tarura chief executive officer, made the pledge in Moro-
goro Region recently during Tarura Workers’ Council meeting which 
evaluated its budget for 2024/2025 financial year to be tabled in the Na-
tional Assembly by Minister for Works Innocent Bashungwa next month.

Seff said that the main goal of the strategy is to make sure that roads 
are passable at all times to stimulate economic development and facili-
tate access to social services easily

He said that the 144, 429, 077 kilometres of roads are unpaved and us-
ers face challenges particularly in rainy seasons, sometimes causing the 
whole country to halt its economic activities.

He said that 44 percent of roads have a good network, including over 
3,200km that are paved and over 41,000km of gravel roads.

Seff said that organising such a worker council is a step towards involv-
ing employees so that they can significantly contribute to the budget.

“The main goal of this council meeting is to involve employees in the 
operations of the institution to improve their interests in order to expe-
dite the achievement of our objectives,” he said.

Tanzania Mines and Construction Workers Union (TAMICO) secretary 
general Paternus Rwechungura urged Tarura, specifically engineers and 
construction professionals, not to hesitate to cooperate with builders’ 
association to collaborate with their counterparts, including Tanzania 
National Roads Agency (TANROADS), in exchanging experience in the 
construction sector.

Rwechungura advised the agency to monitor and repair rural and 
urban roads to ensure provision of transportation services are efficient 
and reliable at all seasons.

Tarura promises to fix 85pct 
of all bad roads in two years
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Iramba district commissioner Suleiman Mwenda (L) presents cash to Old Kiomboi ward education officer Daudi Mjungu yesterday 
after the ward emerged top in the district in the national Standard Seven exams. Teachers and students found to have been outstand-
ing were similarly rewarded. Photo: Correspondent Thobias Mwanakatwe

PRETORIA
 
SOUTH Africa’s electoral 

commission has appealed to 
the country’s highest court to 
rule on whether former Presi-
dent Jacob Zuma can stand as 
a candidate in general elec-
tions in May.

The commission said in a 
statement yesterday that it 
had lodged an “urgent and 
direct” appeal to the Con-
stitutional Court to provide 
“certainty” on the proper in-

terpretation of the constitu-
tional article relating to can-
didacies of people who have 
been convicted.

“Such clarity is important 
in the present matter because 
of a live issue but also for fu-
ture elections,” it said.

The appeal is the latest 
twist in a legal wrangle over 
the eligibility of the 81-year-
old politician, after an elec-
toral court ruled this week 
that Zuma could run for of-
fice, overturning an earlier 

decision that had barred him 
from contesting.

Zuma hopes to run for 
president on the uMkhonto 
weSizwe Party (MK) ticket, 
which he joined last year af-
ter denouncing the govern-
ing African National Congress 
(ANC) that he once led.

On May 29, South Africans 
will head to the polls to elect 
400 members of the General 
Assembly. A month later, law-
makers in the new parliament 
will choose the next presi-

dent. Banking on the popular-
ity of Zuma, MK hopes to win 
enough votes that would en-
sure them parliament seats, 
while also cutting into the 
vote share of the ANC.

The ANC could see its vote 
share drop below 50 percent 
for the first time since 1994. 
Short of a parliamentary ma-
jority, it would be forced to 
seek coalition partners to re-
main in power, turning Zuma 
into a possible kingmaker, 
analysts say.

Some opinion polls sug-
gested MK at above 10 per-
cent nationwide, a share that 
would make it the third or 
fourth political force behind 
the ANC and the liberal Dem-
ocratic Alliance. 

The party is projected to 
make a particularly strong 
showing in the battleground 
region of KwaZulu-Natal – Zu-
ma’s home province.

It largely relies on the con-
siderable political clout still 
wielded by Zuma, who de-

spite scandals and corruption 
allegations, is popular, par-
ticularly among the country’s 
more than 10 million Zulus.

The electoral commission 
had disqualified Zuma, saying 
the constitution bars anyone 
sentenced to more than 12 
months’ imprisonment.

Zuma was sentenced to 15 
months in jail in June 2021 
after refusing to testify to a 
panel investigating financial 
corruption and cronyism 
during his presidency.

His lawyers argued the sen-
tence did not disqualify him 
as it followed civil rather than 
criminal proceedings and it 
had been shortened by a re-
mission.

Zuma was freed on medical 
parole just two months into 
his jail term.

The commission stressed 
that the appeal “is not intend-
ed to involve itself in the po-
litical field of play” rather to 
ensure a “free and fair” elec-
toral process.

NAIROBI

A pan-African green hydrogen hub was 
launched on Thursday at a private uni-
versity in the Kenyan capital of Nairobi 
to foster the research, innovation, and 
funding needed to accelerate the con-
tinent’s transition to clean energy and 
tackle the climate crisis.

The Africa Green Hydrogen Hub, to be 
housed at Strathmore University, one 
of Kenya’s oldest private universities, 
is a collaborative venture between aca-
demic, public, and private sector institu-
tions. Isaac Kiva, secretary for renewable 
energy at the Kenyan Ministry of Energy 
and Petroleum, said that by leveraging its 
vast green hydrogen potential, Africa is 
poised to accelerate the transition to a 
just, inclusive, and resilient future.

 “We must ensure that a just energy 
transition is attainable to boost Africa’s 
development. Green hydrogen and other 
sustainable energy systems will help con-
nect over 600 million people in Africa 
who lack access to electricity,” Kiva said.

Kenyan President William Ruto 
launched the Green Hydrogen Strategy 
and Roadmap in September 2023 on the 
sidelines of the Africa Climate Summit, 
vowing to implement it fully by 2032 to 

boost emissions reduction and create 
green jobs. 

“The green hydrogen strategy prior-
itizes economic expansion, the genera-
tion of job opportunities, and the pro-
motion of environmental stewardship,” 
Ruto said, adding that green hydrogen 
will boost food security and clean mobil-
ity in Kenya. 

According to Kiva, large-scale produc-
tion of green hydrogen in Africa will 
tackle energy poverty while enhancing 
the continent’s capacity to decarbonize 
its manufacturing, aviation, and agricul-
ture sectors. 

He added that Kenya aims to become 
a hub for green hydrogen production 
on the continent by leveraging public-
private sector investments, collaborative 
research, training, and enactment of sup-
portive policies.

Vincent Ogutu, the vice-chancellor of 
Strathmore University, said the launch of 
the Africa Green Hydrogen Hub is a game 
changer in the continent’s quest to attain 
energy security and net-zero targets. 

He called for enhanced partnerships 
among African universities to facilitate 
research, the deployment of innovations, 
and peer learning, which are required to 
boost the uptake of green hydrogen. 

Pan-African green hydrogen 
hub is inaugurated in Kenya

SA election body asks top court to resolve Zuma candidacy

By Guardian Reporter 

INCREASED private consump-
tion and declining inflation sup-
port an economic rebound in Sub-
Saharan Africa, shows new report. 

However, the recovery remains 
fragile due to uncertain global eco-
nomic conditions, growing debt 
service obligations, frequent natu-
ral disasters and escalating con-
flict and violence, according to the 
World Bank’s latest Africa’s Pulse 
report. 

Transformative policies are 
needed to address deep-rooted 
inequality to sustain long-term 
growth and effectively reduce pov-
erty.

The report projects that growth 
will rebound in 2024, rising from 
a low of 2.6 percent in 2023 to 3.4 
percent in 2024, and 3.8 percent 
in 2025. However, this recovery re-
mains tenuous. While inflation is 
cooling across most economies, fall-
ing from a median of 7.1 to 5.1 percent 
in 2024, it remains high compared to 
pre-Covid-19 pandemic levels. 

Additionally, while growth of pub-
lic debt is slowing, more than half of 
African governments grapple with 
external liquidity problems, and face 
unsustainable debt burdens.

Overall, the report underscores 
that despite the projected boost in 
growth, the pace of economic ex-
pansion in the region remains be-

low the growth rate of the previous 
decade (2000-2014) and is insuffi-
cient to have a significant effect on 
poverty reduction. Moreover, due to 
multiple factors including structural 
inequality, economic growth reduc-
es poverty in Sub-Saharan Africa less 
than in other regions.

“Per capita GDP growth of 1 per-
cent is associated with a reduction 
in the extreme poverty rate of only 
about 1 percent in the region, com-
pared to 2.5 percent on average in 
the rest of the world,” said Andrew 
Dabalen, World Bank Chief Econo-
mist for Africa. “In a context of 
constrained government budgets, 
faster poverty reduction will not be 
achieved through fiscal policy alone. 

It needs to be supported by policies 
that expand the productive capacity 
of the private sector to create more 
and better jobs for all segments of 
society.”

The report highlights that external 
resources to meet gross financing 
needs of African governments are 
shrinking and those available are 
costlier than they were prior to the 
pandemic. Political instability and 
geopolitical tensions weigh on eco-
nomic activity and may constrain 
access to food for an estimated 105 
million people at risk of food inse-
curity due to conflict and climate 
shocks. African governments’ fiscal 
positions remain vulnerable to glob-
al economic disruptions, necessitat-

ing policy actions to build buffers to 
prevent or cope with future shocks.

What’s more, inequality in Sub-
Saharan Africa remains one of the 
highest in the world, second only 
to the Latin America and Caribbean 
region, as measured by the region’s 
average Gini coefficient. Access to 
basic services, such as schooling 
or healthcare, remains highly un-
equal despite recent improvements. 
Disparities also exist in access to 
markets and income-generating ac-
tivities, irrespective of people’s skills. 
Taxes and poorly targeted subsidies 
may also have an outsized impact on 
the poor.

“Inequality in Africa is largely due 
to the circumstances in which a 

child is born and accentuated later 
in life by obstacles to participating 
productively in markets and regres-
sive fiscal policies,” said Gabriela 
Inchauste co-author of a forthcom-
ing World Bank report on tackling 
inequality in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
“Identifying and better addressing 
these structural constraints across 
the economy offers a road map for a 
more prosperous future.”

Africa’s Pulse calls for several 
policy actions to foster stronger 
and more equitable growth. These 
include restoring macro-economic 
stability, promoting inter-genera-
tional mobility, supporting market 
access, and ensuring that fiscal pol-
icies do not overburden the poor.

Theresia Dennis (L), head of the Dar es Salaam City Council’s Natural Resources and Environmental Conservation Division; the city’s 
Kivukoni ward councillor, Sharik Choughule (C); and another official from the ward, Elias Waitara, take part in a tree planting cam-
paign at Dengu Beach earlier this week. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

WASHINGTON

A BIPARTISAN group of senators has intro-
duced a bill to renew the US trade pact with sub-
Saharan Africa ahead of its expiration next year, 
an aide to one of the senators said on Thursday.

The bill was introduced by senators Chris 
Coons, a Democrat and James Risch, top Re-
publican on the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee. A cross-party group of senators - Dick 
Durbin, Michael Bennet, Chris van Hollen, Todd 
Young and Mike Rounds - co-sponsored the bill.

An aide to Coons said it was a high priority 
to reauthorize the African Growth and Oppor-
tunity Act (AGOA) this year.

The bill, which was seen exclusively by Reu-
ters, would renew the African Growth and Op-
portunity Act for 16 years, through 2041, and 
help countries implement strategies to take 
advantage of the program.

It would also maintain benefits for countries 
as they grow richer, enabling them to remain 
in the program if they are determined to be 
high-income for five years rather than remov-
ing them if they reach that threshold for a single 
year.

Under the bill, countries would be reviewed 
for eligibility every other year instead of annu-
ally as under the current statute. But the US 
president and certain congressional leaders 
could review countries’ eligibility out of cycle 
anytime.

If countries were found ineligible for the 
program, the president would have a menu of 

options for enforcement ranging from full ter-
mination of benefits to taking no action. Cur-
rent statute requires the president to terminate 
AGOA benefits if a country does not meet eligi-
bility.

A draft of the bill introduced by Coons last 
November mandated an immediate out-of-
cycle review for South Africa, one of the big-
gest beneficiaries of the program, but it is not 
included in this version of the bill.

An aide to Coons said it was viewed as unnec-
essary to single out a particular country since 
the bill already allows for out-of-cycle reviews, 
but senators remain concerned about South Af-
rica’s activities.

A Democratic aide to the Senate Finance 
Committee said Ron Wyden, chairman of the 
panel, “supports renewing AGOA and looks 
forward to working with the committees of ju-
risdiction and other interested members to de-
velop a bipartisan, bicameral bill.”

President Joe Biden has said, opens new tab 
he supports reauthorization of the pact initially 
enacted in 2000. More than $10 billion worth 
of African exports entered the U.S. duty-free 
under the program in 2022, according the U.S. 
Trade Representative’s office.

American business groups have said they 
need certainty about AGOA in order for African 
countries to take advantage of global efforts to 
lower dependence on Chinese manufacturing.

An aide to Senate Democratic leader Chuck 
Schumer did not immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment.

US senators introduce bill 
to renew Africa trade pact

African economies projected to grow by 3.4pc in 2024
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By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma 

VICE President Dr Philip Mpango 
is today expected to grace a sympo-
sium to commemorate 102 years of 
the birth of the founding president, 
the late Julius Nyerere in Dodoma.

The event’s major goal is to inspire 
youth to uphold and preserve peace 
in his honour.

Speaking to journalists here yes-
terday, Dodoma Regional Commis-
sioner Rosemary Senyamule said 
the symposium is organized by 
Mwalimu Nyerere Memorial Insti-
tute.

“The symposium’s goal is to in-
still in youth a sense of gratitude for 
the Father of the Nation’s efforts to 
establish and uphold peace, his in-
volvement in the nation’s natural re-
source preservation, environmental 
conservation and freedom of South-
ern African nations,” she said.

According to her, the institute has 
arranged a debate on the value of 
preserving national harmony and 
peace, with the overarching topic 
being ‘Maintaining peace is our right 
and responsibility for the sustain-
able development of our nation’.

The RC added that the institute 

would also honour President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan for her three years 
of leadership and upholding har-
mony, peace and unity.

“We will extend our gratitude 
to the president since under her 
catchphrase, ‘Kazi Iendelee’, we 
have seen her carry out numerous 
initiatives that the Father of the Na-
tion likewise initiated,” she said.

She called on the public to attend 
the symposium in honour of Mwal-
imu Nyerere, who insisted on build-
ing the country with love, peace 
and patriotism.

Peter Mavunde, vice chairman of 
the institute, said that in the three 
years since the institute’s founding, 
it has held various symposia and 
celebrations in honour of Mwalimu 
Nyerere, with a strategic plan to 
pass on to the next generation all 
that the founding president accom-
plished.

“This year’s main theme is the 
importance of maintaining peace 
for the development of the nation. 
We will honour the nation’s found-
ing father by doing this since he 
believed that the environment and 
the nation’s natural resources need-
ed to be protected,” he said.

VP Mpango to grace symposium 
on Mwalimu Nyerere’s birthday

Climate-smart seeds cultivate hope for Kenya’s agricultural future
By Special Correspondent 

IN a pioneering collaboration, 
scientists from the Kenya Agricul-
tural and Livestock Research Or-
ganization (KALRO) and the Alliance 
of Bioversity International and CIAT 
have embarked on a special initia-
tive aimed to popularize a new bean 
variety tailored for Kenya’s diverse 
climatic conditions.

Dubbed “Nyota”, meaning “star” 
in Kiswahili, these climate-smart 
beans signify more than just agri-
cultural resilience; they symbolize a 
beacon of hope for a sustainable fu-
ture amidst the challenges posed by 

climate change.
David Karanja, a bean breeder and 

National Coordinator for Grains and 
Legumes at KALRO, sheds light on the 
meticulous process behind develop-
ing these resilient varieties.

“When doing climate smart bean 
varieties, you start with parents of 
known characteristics, like drought 
tolerance, heat and dry. One of the 
varieties we have is KAT Bean 1 is par-
ent, then we have varieties like GLP 2 
that grows in a lot of areas. Then we 
also combine with varieties that have 
high levels of iron and zinc. You do the 
crosses in the screen house where you 
take the parents and keep on crossing 

and backcrossing until you get the va-
riety you require before you take them 
for multi-location trials,” he says. Ken-
ya’s agricultural landscape presents a 
spectrum of challenges, from arid low-
lands to cold, dry highlands, each with 
its unique climatic demands.

One focus with these beans is to 
make sure drought doesn’t kill them 
off before they’ve had time to flourish. 
“We are in the lowlands, there’s heat 
and lack of adequate rainfall. So when 
we are trying to make the varieties 
drought tolerant, we work towards 
breeding varieties that will escape 
the terminal drought. That means 
the variety has to grow within a very 

short period so that it can escape the 
drought. So basically most of them, 
like the bean varieties that we work 
with, they flower within 30 days and 
mature within 70 days. Within that 
period, the early cessation of rainfall, 
then that bean will have matured and 
be harvested,” says Karanja.

But there are still challenges, includ-
ing disease pressures and soaring de-
mand for seeds outpacing the current 
supply. Josephine Syanda, a research 
scientist at KALRO, underscores the 
market-driven approach to breeding, 
emphasizing the importance of con-
sidering consumer preferences and 
cooking times.

“When we are breeding, we normal-
ly take into account the aspect of the 
market. Because the cooking time will 
give us varieties that cook faster and 
when they cook faster, they reduce 
the cost of fuel, like for example gas 
and firewood, which probably will re-
duce the cost of living for the farmers,” 
Syanda remarks. The introduction of 
Nyota beans holds immense promise 
for Kenya’s agricultural sector.

By enlisting farmers to cultivate 
these resilient varieties, the initiative 
aims to bolster national bean pro-
duction, which currently falls short 
of meeting the annual consumption 
demand. Benson Gitonga, a farmer, 

has adopted Nyota beans and has wit-
nessed remarkable increases in yields 
and profitability.

“I can harvest 9 to 12 bags from an 
acre of land, unlike other varieties 
where I would only get 5 to 7 bags. 
The difference upon comparison is 
substantial. When I bring beans to 
the market, they consistently fetch a 
good price, selling for Kenya Shillings 
200 per kilogram, while other varie-
ties often go for Kenya Shillings 100. 
Customers purchasing for home 
use particularly appreciate its quali-
ties, as it boasts low flatulence levels, 
making it an appealing choice for 
many,” he says.

Mobhare Matinyi, Director of Information Services in the Information, Communications and Information Technology ministry doubling as Chief Govern-
ment Spokesman, briefs journalists in Dar es Salaam yesterday on various issues. Among other things, he touched on the impact of the ongoing rains, 
progress in the implementation of the Msimbazi Basin redevelopment project, the Julius Nyerere Hydro Power Project and the upcoming 60th anniver-
sary of the April 26 Tanzanian Union. Photo: Correspondent Imani Nathaniel

KAMPALA

UGANDAN female members of parliament have asked 
for an in-house salon to be opened at parliament to boost 
their participation.

Recently, the parliament got its own gym, but female 
MPs say vigorous exercise leaves their hair disorganised, 
leaving few MPs willing to use the facility.

State Minister for Water and Environment Beatrice 
Anywar said on Thursday that having a beauty parlour 
would help facilitate female MPs needs before house ses-
sions, according to local media.

In a morning session chaired by Speaker Anita Among, 
Minister Anywar - an ex-officio - thanked Parliament for 
setting up a gym but was quick to add that few ladies feel 
comfortable getting involved in it.

She said gyms are associated with vigorous exercise 
routines that “disorganise” the hair.

“One of them is myself; my hair and nails and whatever 
are part of the woman,” Anywar said.

“What I am really saying is that we ladies can come 
early, spend more time in the salon and then the house.”

Anywar once gained a fond moniker of ‘Mama Mabira’ 
for her fight to save Uganda’s once largest natural rain-
forest that covers an area of 306 square kilometres in 
Buikwe District between Lugazi and Jinja.

At the time, the government was giving away swathes 
of the rainforest to sugarcane millers.

But now Anywar appears to have launched another 
war, that of setting in Parliament a tidy place where hair-
dressers and beauticians can attend to the looks of leg-
islators.

The demand will not shock many. Parliament has 
made big headlines over the last two years for one bi-
zarre demand after another, including once clamouring 
for a flyover to be erected connecting Bowman House to 
Parliament.

Bowman House on Parliament Avenue is office for sev-
eral MPs and they argued at the time that they needed to 

Ugandan female MPs ask for 
beauty salon at parliament

By Correspondent Joseph 
Mwendapole

MINISTRY of Energy has 
stated that it has put in place 
strategies to ensure that 80 
percent of Tanzanians use 
clean energy for cooking by 
2033.

This was said in Dodoma 
yesterday by the Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister 

for Energy Dr Doto Biteko 
when speaking about prepa-
rations for the energy sector 
exhibition.

The energy exhibition is 
expected to start on Monday 
next week and will be held 
for five days at Parliament 
grounds in Dodoma.

“Our ministry has sincerely 
decided to carry the agenda 
of clean energy for cooking 

as a special agenda to enable 
Tanzanians to get rid of the 
use of unclean energy and 
move to the use of clean en-
ergy,” he said.

He said that due to the 
economic crisis in the world 
in recent years, the price of 
oil has continued to rise and 
necessitated the use of a sig-
nificant amount of foreign 
currency to import fuel.

He said that the ministry 
has ambitious strategies to 
reduce dependence on pe-
troleum, saying the inten-
tion is to encourage the use 
of natural gas to run vehi-
cles and machinery used in 
industries. 

Dr Biteko said that the 
exhibition offers an oppor-
tunity to show the direction 
of the energy sector, adding 

that this year’s exhibition’s 
main agenda is clean energy 
for cooking.

He said it is also an op-
portunity for parliamentar-
ians and other Tanzanians 
to understand implemen-
tation of the energy policy 
for the year 2024/2025 and 
the direction of the sector 
in developing the country’s 
economy.

“Energy week will start on 
Monday, I would like to in-
vite all MPs and Tanzanians 
to come and listen to us and 
see what we are doing. This 
is a very important week for 
our energy sector,” he said.

He said that the ministry, 
which has been given the 
responsibility of managing 
issues of electricity, oil, gas 
and gas exploration in vari-

ous parts of the country, has 
a plan of holding such exhi-
bitions every year.

In December last year, 
President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan launched a clean 
cooking energy drive meant 
to help women in Africa at 
a meeting held in Dubai on 
the sidelines of the United 
Nations Conference on Cli-
mate Change (COP28).

Energy minister optimistic about clean cooking energy target

Some members of the opposition Chadema’s General Assembly in Iringa Region exchange views just outside the venue of a meeting in Iringa municipality on Thursday. It 
was shortly after the election of the party’s officials at regional level. Photo: Correspondent Francis Godwin
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The Bahamas to host 31st Afreximbank annual meetings
By Guardian Correspondent 

THE government of The Bahamas 
and African Export-Import Bank 
(Afreximbank) have signed agree-
ment for the former to host 31st Afrex-
imbank Annual Meetings (AAM) and 
the third edition of the AfriCaribbean 
Trade and Investment Forum (ACTIF). 

Prof Benedict Oramah, President 
and Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of Afreximbank, said in a state-
ment yesterday that the AAM will be 
held in Nassau, The Bahamas capital, 
from 12 to 14 June, 2024.

“Afreximbank’s historic decision 
to hold the 31st Afreximbank Annual 

Meetings in The Bahamas will be 
the first time it has been held in the 
Caribbean. There is a hugely positive 
outlook for many African and CARI-
COM countries - as demonstrated by 
the IMF’s forecast that seven African 
countries and one CARICOM coun-
try will be in the top 10 fastest grow-
ing economies globally – so cement-
ing closer links between the two 
regions is of clear mutual benefit to 
accelerate growth and prosperity,” 
he said.

“We are in an era where some ma-
jor global economies are reacting 
to geopolitical tensions by restrict-
ing international trade to prioritise 

their domestic industries. This par-
tial move away from the rules-based 
trading system, where international 
trade is conducted according to 
agreed-upon transparent, non-
discriminatory, and impartial rules, 
threatens the longstanding reliance 
of African economies on global sup-
port for shared growth and prosper-
ity.”

Themed ‘Owing Our Destiny: Eco-
nomic Prosperity on the Platform of 
Global Africa,’ the 31st AAM and the 
3rd ACTIF reflect focus on broaden-
ing the discourse to determine so-
lutions to the challenges that affect 
African Caribbean economies, the 

policy issues required to promote 
growth, development and prosper-
ity across Africa and the Caribbean, 
and to accelerate intra-African trade 
and investment flows, including 
with the diaspora.

At the signing ceremony, which 
was live streamed to reach a global 
audience, Philip Davis, Prime Min-
ister of the Commonwealth of The 
Bahamas, commented: “Hosting 
both the AAM and ACTIF demon-
strates the determination and com-
mitment of The Bahamas to leverage 
on the shared history, identities, and 
cultures of AfriCaribbean nations 
to forge significantly greater trade, 

investment, and direct transport link-
ages. Doing so will stimulate economic 
growth and development, which 
will feed through to immensely ben-
eficial societal impact. It is also vital 
that we enhance our global influence 
by speaking with a unified voice on 
matters such as securing global ac-
tion to meaningfully address climate 
change.”  

The holding of the 31st Annual 
Meetings in the Caribbean, and along-
side the ACTIF, emphases and acceler-
ates the global opportunities for the 
AfriCaribbean regions. 

The impact of the three-day event 
will be heightened by the opening cer-

emony, the Presidential plenary and 
high-level panel sessions. 

The focus will be on the emerging 
neo-protectionism from advanced 
economies and the need for Africans to 
pursue self-determination in the con-
text of a global Africa that includes the 
Caribbean and the diaspora generally.

Seminars will continue on the sec-
ond day, while 14 June will be dedi-
cated to the AfriCaribbean Trade and 
Investment Forum (ACTIF) and will 
be marked by colourful events to cel-
ebrate shared AfriCaribbean culture, 
as well as elevating the essence of the 
two regions shared socio-economic 
aspirations.

By Guardian Reporter

FINANCE Minister Dr Mwigulu Nchemba 
has assured Denmark of Tanzania’s readi-
ness to work with the country through its 
new international cooperation strategy 
which involves incorporating the private 
sector into its development goals.

Dr Nchemba made the remarks in Do-
doma late last week during a meeting with 
Dan Jørgensen, Danish minister for Devel-
opment Cooperation and Global Climate 
Policy, who was visiting the country.

He said that Tanzania offers excellent in-
vestment opportunities across a range of 
industries and urged Danish businesses, 
associations and institutions to work with 
Tanzania’s private sector to jointly invest 
in technology for mutual benefit.

According to him, the government plac-
es a strong emphasis on making sure the 
private sector drives the nation’s econo-
my. To this end, the government has im-
proved the investment climate in the na-
tion through significant policy and legal 
reforms.

Dr Nchemba mentioned several sectors 
that require private sector participation, 
including agriculture, energy and the op-
eration of the Standard Gauge Railway 
(SGR).

He said Tanzania is prepared to collabo-
rate with Denmark under its new coopera-
tion programmes since it has postponed 
the decision to close its embassy and 
intends to allocate funds to sectors that 
boost economic growth such as energy, 
tax laws, agriculture, health, education, 
and private sector.

Dr Nchemba hailed Denmark for up-
holding their 60-year ties, during which 
the two nations have been working on ini-
tiatives for which Tanzania received funds 
from Denmark totaling almost 2 billion 
Danish Krone (646 bn/-).

He said that Denmark has contributed 
over 103bn/- through the Danish Inter-
national Development Agency (DANIDA) 
from its CRDB Bank dividends, which have 
been utilized to support the health sector 
through the Health Fund.

The minister, furthermore, asked Den-

mark, through its Danish Export Credit 
Agency, to take part in constructing the 
remaining SGR segments due to its sig-
nificance for boosting business, welfare 
of people who will use the railway and the 
country’s income.

Jørgensen commended President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan for the significant econom-
ic progress the nation has made in spite of 
the numerous difficulties the world faces, 
saying he believes Tanzania will rank 
among the world’s most prosperous na-
tions in years to come.

Tanzania embraces Denmark’s new international cooperation policy

By Guardian Correspondent, Singida
 
THE Prevention and Combating of Corruption 

Bureau (PCCB) has cautioned college students in 
Singida Region to refrain from drug abuse and cor-
ruption which are said to be rampant among youth 
in the region.

Sipha Mwanjala, head of PCCB in Singida Region, 
issued the caution while speaking to students from 
Water Institute-Singida campus, Singida College of 
Health Sciences and Technology, and Tanzania In-
stitute of Accountancy (TIA)-Singida campus during 
a PCCB-organized symposium on drug addiction 
and corruption. She said the symposium aimed at 
increasing youth awareness on the concerns be-
cause the two issues affect the region mostly.

Mwanjala said youth were selected to the sympo-
sium due to their importance as a treasure to the 
country, adding that if youth receive proper aware-
ness on corruption and drug abuse, they will con-
tribute to the prevention of the same.

She said empowering youth with such knowledge 
will empower generations and the country as a 
whole as they are future leaders.

“There is no peace where there is corruption; 
youth who currently attend college will be govern-
ment officials tomorrow. Therefore, it is important 
to train them and by doing so we will have trained 
the whole country,” he said.

Frederick Ndahani, Singida Regional Youth De-
velopment Officer, urged youth to be patriotic and 
work hard to ensure they perform better in their 
studies.

PCCB warns college students 
against ‘rampant’ drug abuse

JOHANNESBURG

RETAIL group Woolworths has un-
veiled some of its suppliers’ ground-
breaking use of drones to revolu-
tionise farming practices worldwide.

The company has since launched 
‘Farming for the Future’ campaign, 
embracing the power of technology 
to drive agricultural innovation.

Central to the campaign’s mission 
is the integration of drone technol-
ogy to identify plants under stress, 
empowering farmers to make data-
driven decisions and conserve water 
resources.

By utilising drones equipped with 
advanced sensors, farmers can pre-
cisely monitor the health of crops 
and detect signs of strain, allowing 
for targeted irrigation and resource 
management.

“Some of our farmers use drones 
to check for trees that are compro-
mised,” said Latiefa Behardien, Chief 
Food Technology and Sustainability 
Officer at Woolworths’ Farming for 
the Future. Instead of watering all 
the trees all the time, a farmer can 
water only those that are thirsty and 
manage this precious resource bet-
ter. 

“This is just one example of how 

technology is transforming agricul-
ture and paving the way for a more 
sustainable future,” Behardien said.

Using drone technology, Farming 
for the Future empowers farmers to 
optimise water usage, reduce waste 
and mitigate the impacts of climate 
change on agricultural productivity.

By leveraging data-driven insights, 
farmers can enhance crop resil-
ience, improve yield, and contribute 
to a more sustainable food system.

In addition to drone technology, 
Farming for the Future harnesses 
the power of science to protect and 
conserve water resources.

As part of the campaign launch, 
Woolworths has meanwhile intro-
duced an immersive digital expe-
rience designed to showcase the 
transformative potential of technol-
ogy in agriculture.

Through an interactive online 
platform, visitors can explore the in-
novative use of drones, learn about 
water-saving techniques, and engage 
with relevant information to deepen 
their understanding of sustainable 
farming practices. “We believe that 
technology has the power to unlock 
new possibilities in agriculture and 
drive positive change for our collec-
tive future,” Behardien emphasised.

Farmers from retail group 
integrate drone technology

Some houses in Dar es Salaam’s Malamba Mawili suburb risk collapsing as soil erosion in the surrounding areas grows increasingly worse, what with the 
ongoing heavy rains. Roving correspondent Sabato Kasika captured the scene yesterday.

Muheza district administrative secretary Mohamed Mfaki (L) has a motivational word with young people who were marking their birthday on Thursday. The event was 
held at the district’s office of the Tanzania Forestry Services Agency in tandem with the launch of a tree planting campaign with the theme: “Plant a Tree on your Birthday, 
Cut a Cake, Plant a Tree”. Photo: Correspondent Steven William
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CAPE TOWN

WORLD Travel Market (WTM) 
Africa 2024 has kicked off in Cape 
Town, South Africa, bringing to-
gether prominent global figures in 
the travel and tourism industry for 
pioneering discussions and busi-
ness opportunities in the sector.

The 10th edition of the leading 
travel and tourism exposition in 
Africa, which is being held from 
Wednesday to Friday at the Cape 
Town International Conference 
Centre, highlights the region’s 
tourism offerings through a series 
of shows, conferences, and awards 
ceremonies.

With more than 9,500 pre-
scheduled meetings and exceed-
ingly 7,000 delegates from over 
100 countries, WTM Africa gath-
ers tourism industry profession-
als, including exhibitors, buyers, 
and media, for three days of trade, 
networking, and deal-making.

As part of the Africa Travel 
Week 2024, running from April 7 
to 12 in Cape Town, the event has a 
content program designed to pro-
mote industry knowledge, foster 
connections, and promote busi-
ness growth, according to the or-
ganizers. It also provides airlines, 

cruise companies, hotels, and 
travel agents with an opportunity 
to showcase their high-end offer-
ings to a global audience.

Megan De Jager, portfolio direc-
tor for travel, tourism and market-
ing at RX Africa, which is one of 
the event’s organizers, said WTM 
Africa also stands as a platform 
where attendees can generate 
sales leads, launch new products, 
and raise brand awareness.

“WTM Africa is the place where 
the B2B tourism companies’ jour-
ney takes them into markets to 
conduct industry research and 
size up their competition while 
forging new relationships and 
maintaining current ones,” De 
Jager said. Since 2014, WTM Africa 
has hosted more than 18,000 ex-
hibitors and created over 17,000 
jobs, according to the official web-
site of the City of Cape Town.

Alderman JP Smith, the City of 
Cape Town’s mayoral committee 
member for safety and security, 
said WTM Africa is a highlight on 
the event calendar for Cape Town. 
He noted that WTM Africa has 
shown year-on-year growth in the 
number of visitors to the city for 
these events and their impact on 
the economy.

World Travel Market Africa 
2024 kicks off in South Africa

Somalia bans fishing trawlers from its waters
MOGADISHU

SOMALIA has banned fishing 
trawlers from fetching fish in its 
territorial waters, part of a new 
effort to stop overexploitation of 
fishes in the Indian Ocean.

The Ministry of Fisheries and 
Blue Economy in a circular dated 
April 6 said vessels will no longer 
be permitted to pull trawlers, a 
deep-sea indiscriminate fishing 
instrument that some critics say 
nets even the unwanted species 
and hence deplete the maritime 
wildlife.

“The Ministry notifies all fishing 
companies and vessels in Somali 

waters a crucial regulation out-
lined in the Somali Federal Fish-
ery law, specifically in article 31… 
trawling activities within the So-
mali Federal territorial waters are 
strictly prohibited,” the circular 
says.

“Any violations of this regula-
tion may result in fines, imprison-
ment, confiscation of fish prod-
ucts acquired, and confiscation of 
equipment for trawling.”

The notification comes after 
Somalia, in March, released 33 Ira-
nian fishermen and sailors impris-
oned in the country for practising 
Illegal, Unreported and Unregu-
lated (IUU) fishing within Somali 

waters.
Last year, Somalia’s Office of the 

Attorney General charged 36 for-
eign nationals for illegal fishing 
activities, indicating tougher ap-
proach to protection of Somalia’s 
marine resources.

With the longest coastline in 
mainland Africa, Somalia’s fishes 
have often been fetched illegally, 
owing to collapsed institutions 
after the civil war in 1991, and the 
fact that Somalia lacked critical 
laws to try suspects.

Omar Abdulle Hayle, a fish-
ery expert in Mogadishu, told 
Kenya’s Daily Nation that IUU is 
very rampant in the Somalia wa-

ters, a coastline that extends over 
3000 km. So far, the foreign fish-
ing fleets reportedly involved in 
IUU include Iranians, Pakistanis, 
Thais, Yemenis, Chinese and 
Spaniards that are blamed to act 
harmfully to the water resources 
including use of merciless fishing 
methods, according to a dispatch 
from the Somali government.

Hayle said, “Use of trawl fishing 
is destructive in nature, especially 
the bottom trawling that causes 
damage to coral reefs and other 
marine environs,” he added, un-
less it is designed or used for mid-
water or surface-water fishing.

Somalia has lately been worried 

of overfishing and damages to the 
marine environment, after studies 
indicated some richer countries 
were also dumping waste in the 
nearby ocean. 

Abdi Ali-Yare, a fishery tech-
nologist in Mogadishu, told Nation 
that Somalia’s fishery portfolio 
employs MCS that is the Monitor-
ing, Control and Surveillance.

“MCS is a section that operate 
inside the ministry of fisheries 
and used to control via satellite, 
the position of the fishing vessels 
licensed by the Somali govern-
ment,” said Ali-Yare     

“The system can readily spot 
also unlicensed fishing vessels, but 

Somalia can do little about their 
suspected crimes against its ma-
rine resources,” he added.

Both Hayle and Ali-Yare agree 
that Somalia has a nascent coast 
guard force, limiting its ability to 
confront IUU, including that just 
banned trawl fishing.

On top of that, many vessels are 
known to possess licenses from re-
gional authorities.

“The breakaway Somaliland ad-
ministration and the semiautono-
mous authority of Puntland (one 
of the Somalia’s federal member 
states) are known to issue licenses 
independently from the central 
government,” said Hayle.

Salim Kassim Juma (3rd-R), a senior official with the Zanzibar Bureau of Standards, pictured yesterday briefing visiting journalists on facilities set to be 
installed in the bureau’s laboratory. Photo: Rahma Suleiman

BAMAKO

THE political crisis in Mali has taken a new twist 
after the transitional military government suspend-
ed political parties and associations.

Human rights groups have denounced the move, 
arguing it violates both Malian law and the rights to 
freedom of expression, association as well as assem-
bly under international human rights law.

The suspension is “until further notice.”
The communications regulatory body (Haute au-

torité de la communication) directed all media to 
stop “broadcasting and publishing the activities” of 
political parties and associations.

The action appeared to be in response to the March 
31 call by more than 80 political parties and associa-
tions for a return to constitutional order by holding 
presidential elections as soon as possible.

The military junta, which seized power in a coup 
in May 2021, had announced in September that the 
elections scheduled for March 26 would be delayed 
indefinitely for technical reasons.

“The Malian authorities apparently suspended all 
political parties and associations because they didn’t 
like their call to hold democratic elections,” said Il-
aria Allegrozzi, senior Sahel researcher at Human 
Rights Watch.

“Mali’s junta, like all governments, needs to re-
spect human rights, and should immediately lift the 
suspension.”

Meanwhile, following months of renewed hostili-
ties between separatist armed groups and Malian 
forces in the northern part of the country, Col. As-
simi Goita, Mali’s military president, announced on 
December 31, 2023, the establishment of an “inter-
Malian dialogue for peace and reconciliation.

This was aimed at eliminating “the roots of com-
munity and intercommunity conflicts” by prioritiz-
ing “national ownership of the peace process.”

Military junta in Mali now 
suspends political parties

Dar es Salaam residents busy picking clothes to buy along the bustling Congo Street in the city’s sprawling Kariakoo Market zone earlier this week. Eid el-Fitr was just 
around the corner. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

NIAMEY

RUSSIAN military instructors 
have arrived in Niger to train 
the national army, as Moscow 
continues to bolster its influ-
ence in the troubled Sahel re-
gion of West Africa.

The military specialists, who 
arrived in Niger’s capital, Nia-

mey on Wednesday, were seen 
unloading gear from a cargo 
plane.

“We are here to train the Nige-
rien army and develop military 
cooperation between Russia 
and Niger,” one of the instruc-
tors told Niger state TV RTN.

The military instructors are 
also bringing an air defence 

system, according to the broad-
caster.

Their arrival followed a re-
cent agreement between Ni-
ger’s junta and Russia to boost 
security cooperation.

The West African country 
has pivoted towards Moscow 
since the junta seized power in 
a coup last year.

It has broken off long-stand-
ing military and diplomatic ties 
with France and, like neigh-
bouring Mali and Burkina Faso, 
is turning to Russia for support 
in beating back a jihadist insur-
gency.

Niger and its neighbors Mali 
and Burkina Faso have wit-
nessed several military coups 

in the past few years. The juntas 
of these countries have ended 
long-established military deals 
with former colonial power 
France, and formed the Alli-
ance of Sahel States (AES).

Russia has ramped up efforts 
to build stronger relations with 
African nations, positioning it-
self as a military power without 

a colonial past.
Prior to the military coup last 

July, Niger and the US, France 
and some other European 
countries were cooperating to 
fight against Islamist militias in 
the Sahel region.

Violence has grown in the 
region since the coups, with a 
38 percent rise reported in the 

central Sahel region in 2023, 
said the US-based Armed Con-
flict Location and Event Data 
Project (ACLED).

The International Organi-
zation of Migration said on 
Monday that 3 million people 
have been displaced, as a hu-
manitarian crisis ensues in the 
region.

Russian military instructors arrive in Niger to train army
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Hunters’ body right on 
elephants’ ‘nationality’
THERE has been some furore 

between a Kenyan county governor 
and the Tanzania Hunting Opera-
tors Association (TAHOA) this week.

The body dismissed claims by the 
Kenyan administrator, governor of a 
county bordering Arusha and Kili-
manjaro regions, over hunting el-
ephants close to the Kenyan border.

There were technical issues 
over trophy hunting, especially on 
whether three elephants hunted re-
cently were ‘based’ on Kenyan soil. 
That demands an explanation, as to 
how far the beasts were monitored – 
right from birth to being hunted.

All the same, that would not have 
been enough as there would have to 
be prior exchange of information on 
animal movements.

There would also have to be prior 
accords on tourism hunting that 
hunters will not just crop a quota of 
animals within an area, but have to 
countercheck their birth places.

Even without being familiar with 
cross-border trophy hunting regula-
tions, not many would expect such 
rules to apply. In cross-border trade, 
we are familiar with nationalities of 
people – not of wild animals.

A top organiser at TAHOA said 
that conservation efforts by the 
government in collaboration with 
stakeholders, including TAHOA 
members, had resulted in the in-
creased population of elephants 
and enhanced intermingling of 
elephant herds in the Kilimanjaro-
Amboseli ecosystem.

That was the context in which the 
Kenyan county governor demand-
ed in a statement last week that Tan-

zania restrict trophy hunters in the 
area, lamenting that three ‘Kenyan’ 
elephants had been across the bor-
der in recent months.

The governor was told that stray 
elephants also hurt people and 
wreak havoc on farms, meaning 
that they also need to prevent the 
straying.

The Kenyan senior administrator 
appeared to be unaware of trophy 
hunting regulations and how the 
three elephants come into the mix, 
and it was disappointing seeing the 
same person passing criticism on 
the policy of a neighbouring coun-
try.

Another item raised was that the 
elephant habitat in Kenya’s Ambose-
li National Park is nearly depleted, 
apparently after finding itself carry-
ing too many elephants than it had 
capacity to cater for.

It was argued that ‘starving’ el-
ephants subsequently crossed over 
to the Kilimanjaro National Park 
and surrounding hunting grounds.

What provided a bit of relief to 
those hearing the story was that 
trophy hunting is applicable to el-
ephants. This should concomitantly 
imply that it was equally applicable 
to lions.

It was not clear, though, if hyenas 
are part of trophy hunting, or just 
hunting. They are a vermin com-
monly scaring many villagers, all 
wishing that the particular beasts 
were far fewer.

It is unlikely that managing the 
population of elephants or any 
other beasts later becomes part of 
regional cooperation.

Waste pickers: Towards dignity and a sustainable 
way of life for unsung, unseen heroes of recycling

By Michelle Banda

Since 2017, Kabelo Mothoemte 
(34), from Orange Farm Extension 1, 
and seven others have braved harsh 
weather conditions in Federation Park 
in Parktown, Johannesburg, just along 
the M1 highway, using it as their infor-
mal reclaimer camp and also a place of 
residence. 

When Daily Maverick visited the in-
formal camp on Wednesday, 10 April 
2024, we observed that there were no 
ablution facilities or standing forms of 
shelter – just mountains of recyclables 
on the ground or collected in 300kg 
bags.

According to Mothoemte, who has 
been a waste picker for about a dec-
ade, they moved on to the land as 
it was unoccupied. It is a dumping 
ground within the neighbourhood and 
is located near recycling centres and 
sources where they can collect recy-
clables.

Mothoemte said he used to live in 
Orange Farm, but realised that com-
muting to work every day was costly 
and sometimes he could not afford the 
taxi fares, so he opted to stay at Feder-
ation Park, despite not having a shelter 
or services at the site.

Every month or fortnight he goes 
home to check on his family and give 
them money. For him, living at Federa-
tion Park is normal and he refers to it 
as his other “home”.

“We live here normally, whether it 
rains or it’s hot or cold. We just have to 
make it work.”

Mothoemte said his most urgent 
need was finding reliable transport to 
assist with collecting recyclables and 
taking them to the recycling centres. 

Currently, the waste pickers at the 
site have to push their trolleys long 
distances. But the trolleys are not big 
enough for all the recyclables and they 
often have to make many trips to fill 
one 300kg bag, which translates into 
an income of about R1,500 to R2,000 
a month.

‘Win-win-win’
Now, to support the Federation Park 

informal reclaimers, Urban Surfer, an 
organisation offering informal recy-
cling solutions and providing waste 
reclaimers with equipment, is partner-
ing with Hollard Insurance and plastics 
recycling NPO Polyco to help formalise 
the informal reclaimer camp.

“An informal camp has existed close 
to our head office in Parktown for 
some time. As part of a larger project 
to create meaningful social and envi-
ronmental impact in our immediate 
surroundings, we recognised a need to 
find a way to support the camp, which 
has become an important source of 
income and safety for the recyclers 

who operate from there,” said Kyle 
McWilliam, head of group shared 
services for Hollard Insurance.

“We engaged with Urban Surfer, 
who do great work in support-
ing waste reclaimer projects, and 
agreed to partner with them to 
create a formal camp, subject to 
the relevant approvals and with 
input from neighbouring resi-
dents.

“The camp will provide upgrad-
ed security and additional equip-
ment to enable the recyclers to 
earn a sustainable living. We are 
also exploring further partner-
ships in the recycling value chain 
in our attempts to secure a win-
win-win, whereby Hollard and the 
surrounding neighbourhood win, 
the recyclers win and the environ-
ment wins.” 

Polyco CEO Patricia Pillay em-
phasised to Daily Maverick the 
importance of giving dignity to re-
claimers. She said supporting this 
initiative was just one of the ways 
the organisation was contributing 
to reclaimer organisations.

“This is something close to our 
heart. We are closely involved in 
working with waste reclaimers, 
collaborating with members and 
organisations and investing in re-
cycling and collection businesses 
throughout South Africa. The 
waste reclaimers are the unsung 
heroes within the waste collection 
and recycling industry, doing a 
great service for the country,” Pil-
lay said.

The partnership will rehabili-
tate the site, which will include 
building a formalised and con-
tained recycling camp. It will also 

introduce first-mile GPS tracking 
and documentation of recyclable 
collection.

It will help with on-site baling of 
recyclables by supplying a solar-
powered baling machine to in-
crease the reclaimers’ income by 
30% and assist the reclaimers in 
getting the best value for their re-
cyclables through off-take agree-
ments and fully documenting the 
type, volume and value of recy-
cling operations. In addition, the 
partnership will provide educa-
tion or skills development beyond 
recycling. 

Sifiso Gumbi, a former informal 
waste picker and now recycler re-
lations officer at Urban Surfer, told 
Daily Maverick: “Waste pickers are 
the primary volume drivers of the 
recycling industry and therefore 
they need to be supported as an 
essential part of recycling.

“What Urban Surfer is doing 
with its partners is undertaking a 
project that will support just that. 
With this site, we are hoping to use 
it as a blueprint that showcases 
the results of supporting reclaim-
ers with essential resources that 
a waste reclaimer should have 
access to, such as infrastructure, 
equipment such as trolleys and 
PPE. 

“An important aspect of the re-
cycling environment is that it is 
very analogue. It’s cash-based and 
we are trying to usher in a little bit 
of digitalisation and teach them 
how to save, invest and properly 
handle hazardous materials, be 
ambassadors of social skills … A 
little bit more support could go a 
long way in helping the reclaimers 

do their work.” 

Dignity
Another waste picker, who did 

not want to be named, spoke to 
Daily Maverick about his work and 
sleeping in the street. For him, for-
malising the site is a step closer to 
formalising their work and giving 
dignity to the work and the people 
who do it.

“This is no sophisticated job. 
Most of the time we are digging 
inside dirt and it requires you to 
have a conversation with yourself 
and think of the positives.

“Recycling is a big industry and 
does need to be formalised as that 
can help some challenges we face 
in the informal waste economy: 
from being prevented from access-
ing landfills in some municipali-
ties [or] sources, to being treated 
inhumanely. Formalising means a 
bit of dignity in the work and us as 
people and not just appreciating 
the end product,” he said. 

Liteboho Makhele, programme 
manager at the South African 
Cities Network, said formalising 
informal waste pickers involves 
crucial steps towards integrating 
them into the waste management 
value chain.

She authored a report empha-
sising the need for clear policies 
and laws to introduce legal recog-
nition for waste pickers, improved 
working conditions and better col-
laboration among stakeholders.

Makhele said that by harnessing 
the potential of waste pickers and 
integrating them into formal waste 
management processes, munici-
palities can derive environmental, 
social and economic benefits.

She said integration required 
cooperation among national, pro-
vincial and local governments, 
waste management utilities and 
communities to ensure the suc-
cessful implementation of policies 
and guidelines.

However, several challenges 
need to be addressed. These in-
clude registering undocumented 
non-South Africans, address-
ing the limited success of coop-
eratives, accommodating waste 
pickers who prefer to remain in-
dependent and developing legisla-
tion to recognise and protect their 
rights.

Navigating these challenges is 
essential for building a more eq-
uitable and sustainable future for 
waste pickers and ensuring they 
are no longer caught in the duality 
of being both visible and invisible 
members of society. 

			   DM

Msimbazi Basin redevelopment scheme 
could serve as model for shanty suburbs

DAR ES SALAAM city authorities 
have been gearing up to start the 
demolition of 2,155 houses in the 
Msimbazi basin.

Going by the timetable issued ear-
lier, the move ought to have taken 
off, but not one that will bring tears 
to the residents concerned.

Whatever was everyone’s take-
home, sharing out 52.61bn/- among 
two thousand individuals or rather 
families will likely be considered de-
cent compensation. 

However, the scenario will change 
for the city centre when a vast park 
is created, making the surrounding 
land costlier. in Africa and elsewhere 
in the so-called developing world is 
that they are concomitant with de-
pressed areas, as there is no system-
atic and continuous land purchas-
ing for redevelopment.

The reason for this is that land 
purchase works well when one is 
dealing with individuals, not clans 
or state authorities.

In that case, areas already in-
tensely populated require a sort of 
Msimbazi Valley scheme for a rede-
velopment plan by state authorities, 
at least to make land purchasable. 
Other low-lying areas could similarly 
be converted into parks, hotels. 

This particular redevelopment 
operation comes from a World 
Bank design and, by definition, it is 
not possible to repeat it across the 
city’s other depressed valleys form-
ing a picturesque scenario for game 
parks and other luxury facilities.

It is easy to see that compensation 
money would be recovered within a 
decade on the basis of investments 
made on such land, as habitats for 
businesspersons closer to the cen-
tre aren’t a housing aspect likely to 
be less in demand anytime soon. So 
long as levels of crime do not rise, 
the city centre is supremely market-
able as a residential zone, even as 
upper-class housing has spread out 
into the outer circle.

It was announced sometime last 
year that citizens in diaspora who 
have another nationality already 
will get special consideration to pur-

chase houses, a point the Finance 
minister even added in his Govern-
ment Budget remarks. However, lit-
tle has been seen to that effect over 
the past year.

It is possible that the government 
can change tack and instead of leav-
ing it to individuals to look for such 
space or houses to buy, where they 
will have a headache attracting the 
relevant sort of infrastructure they 
need if the area is densely populat-
ed, opt to use ‘Msimbazi model’.

There is the idea of obtaining a 
World Bank loan or some alterna-
tive arrangement, as the World Bank 
mixed its financing with bond hold-
ers from the private sector or team 
up with other lenders.

The current format could be ap-
plied to get into place two or three 
more parks, making the city more 
inhabitable and the youth more pre-
occupied as athletic enthusiasts in a 
palatable environment.

Tanzanians in diaspora could 
then buy plots or even put up facili-
ties for residence, shopping or other 
use, depending on the design and 
marketing expectations. No more 
depressed areas would be remain-
ing. Otherwise, just a few local trad-
ers buy dilapidated houses to put 
up residential facilities usually with 
shopping annexes on the ground 
floor. 

Changing the face of the city will 
remain slow, while these depressed 
areas produce all sorts of social mis-
fits.

Drug abuse and other forms of 
crime would likely proceed from 
there as there would likely be little 
relaxation for youths with nothing 
in the pocket. Compensation of this 
sort is not far from TASAF and other 
empowerment initiatives, but on 
condition of vacating the house.

Were it that decision makers in 
the World Bank grasped the matter 
this way, they could adopt ‘quanti-
tative easing’ for that sort of credit, 
as it would not really be excessively 
ambitious to lead to the ‘empty sky-
scrapers’ chaos the likes of China are 
battling.
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Informal waste picker Kabelo Mothoemte leads the Federation Park 
waste pickers. (Photo: Michelle Banda)
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By Correspondent Peter Muthamia

F
OR anyone visiting Zanzibar for the first 
time, the Forodhani Food Bazaar is the place 
to be. It is an ideal rendezvous for lovers 
and for anyone who longs to spoil their taste 

buds with an assortment of authentic sea food, Swa-
hili pastry, and food reflective of the lifestyles, tradi-
tions, history, and culture of the Zanzibari people.

Located at the picturesque Indian Ocean seafront 
and open to the locals and tourists from 3.30 p.m. 
to 10 p.m., perhaps hundreds of revellers and their 
families partake of great morsels, non-alcoholic bev-
erages, and exotic foods served by smiley food ven-
dors clad in white coats and caps. It is indeed a place 
to capture the East African vibe, be it historical or 
modern. 

A mixture of mouthwatering morsels only fit for 
the kings and inviting colours of food are so inviting 
that one cannot wait to get his hands on it. But more 
inviting is the presentation, which leaves nothing to 
chance. 

My wife and I had a very memorable culinary ex-
perience at Forodhani Gardens, but if truth be told, 
one is spoilt for choice as there is so many foods from 
which to choose. If you love seafood, you have it; if 
tickling your taste buds is inclined towards French 
fries and shawerma or deep-fried chicken, the choice 
is yours.

We wanted to spoil ourselves with something 
rare—something that truly depicts the culture and 
dispositions of the people of Zanzibar. We got what 
we wanted. Something that was far from ugali and 
wali (rice) which are staples of Dar es Salaam’s staple.

Zanzibari cuisine is a cacophony of spices, sea-
food, vegetables, and well-articulated cooking that 
is a reflection of Zanzibar's unhurried lifestyle and 
goodwill (Zanzibaris are very trusting people). It of-
fers choices more diverse than any eatery can offer, 
making it a perfect spot for not only curious tourists 
but also locals seeking to enjoy ready-made foods. 
The smells wafting from  the different food stands 
are so enticing that you will want to go back.

To get there from the town centre, you will have to 
follow a maze of thin alleyways passing between set-
tlements that have historical significance, known as 
the old town. The place is all lit up with ample park-
ing space, graced by all makes of automobiles. Many 
eaters will be seen sitting on the concrete embank-
ments and formal seats, munching away on their 

The ambience occasioned by the soft wind blow-
ing from the ocean creates the right mood for casual 
bites and serious meals. This creates the need to 
sample all foods presented, but then the list is so big 
that it would take days for one to sample all foods.

The foods served at Forodhani are versatile and 
are served in many ways to make tasty, affordable 
meals. Zanzibaris boast of variations. Lined on the 
tables are all sorts of mouth-watering meats, includ-
ing skewered beef, duck, the famous Zanzibar pizza, 
and chicken tandoori masala. 

Sugarcane juice and fruit puddings are some of my 
favourites. Blazing Shawerma stands beckoning at 

Forodhani food bazaar is Zanzibar's top-notch culinary spot

By Telesphor Magobe

L
AST week, we briefly looked at a true story 
about what happens if the principal debtor 
defaults on loan repayment. It’s the respon-
sibility of the guarantor should the principal 

debtor disappear, refuse or fail to repay his or her loan.
Today, I invite you to briefly look at the Court of Ap-

peal of Tanzania’s judgement on principal debtor de-
faults on loan repayment. This was an appeal from the 
High Court of Tanzania before Chief Justice (CJ) Juma 
and two Justices of Appeal Mugasha and Mwambegele.

The appellant was CRDB Bank Ltd against Isaack 
Mwamasika and two other respondents. Mwamasika 
(the 1st respondent) was the chairperson of the Regis-
tered Trustees of Dar es Salaam International School 
Trust Fund (the 2nd respondent) and Managing Direc-
tor of EDBP & GD Construction Company Ltd (the 3rd 
respondent).

He applied on January 8, 2003 for a Sh350 million 
loan for the 2nd respondent to develop an interna-
tional girls' secondary school in Mbeya. The bank ap-
proved an overdraft facility of Sh50 million and a term 
loan of Sh300 million subject to a personal loan secu-
rity clause which involved a legal mortgage over exist-
ing and future school buildings in Mbeya in the name 
of Mwamasika, a legal mortgage over landed property 
in Dar es Salaam in the name of Mwamasika, a per-
sonal guarantee signed by Mwamasika and a personal 

What happens to the guarantor 
once principal debtor defaults?

the park was renovated, attracting more food lovers. 
Today, Forodhani gardens not only attract locals but 
are also an attraction for tourists seeking to enjoy the 
various foods in the area. Next time you find yourself 
in Zanzibar, Forodhani Gardens is a good bet if you 
are a foodie seeking a unique culinary experience. 

guarantee signed by Mwamasika and four board trustees.
On February 5, 2009, the bank advanced to the 2nd re-

spondent two more overdraft facilities of Sh235 million to 
Mwamasika trading as the 2nd respondent and another to 
the same Mwamasika trading as D.I.S.T.F. Boko Quarry.

Although the first overdraft loan was fully settled, the 2nd 
respondent did not press for the immediate return of depos-
ited security documents because of a Sh235 million loan re-
lated to the Dar es Salaam International School Trust Fund 
Boko Quarry which was still outstanding until November 11, 
2011 when it was finally cleared.

Believing that the 2nd respondent was free from any fur-
ther personal bank loan obligations, on December 2, 2011 
Mwamasika asked for the return of security documents from 
the bank which the 2nd respondent had surrendered to se-
cure loans cleared by November 11, 2011.      

But the bank didn’t heed the request, saying there was 
still an outstanding loan which the 3rd respondent owed 
the bank, but the 3rd respondent was defaulting in its repay-

ment. It related to Mwamasika that since he was one of 
the personal guarantors of the 3rd respondent's loan, the 
bank would go after his personal assets as a guarantor 
should the principal debtor continue defaulting.

Mwamasika did not accept reasons to justify the bank's 
refusal to discharge the securities to the 2nd respondent. 
He said the default of the 3rd respondent had nothing to 
do with the securities which the 2nd respondent was de-
manding after clearing its own loan obligations. He also 
testified how the 3rd respondent had lost business op-
portunities as a result of the bank’s act.

He explained that the bank’s refusal to return the se-
curities to the 2nd respondent occasioned a loss of busi-
ness opportunities. In that regard the trial court said it 
was unlawful to retain the securities claimed by the 1st 
and 2nd plaintiffs. Aggrieved by the trial court’s decision 
the bank appealed to the appellate court, advancing 15 
grounds.

Dissatisfied with some aspects of the trial court’s de-

cision, the respondents filed a cross-
appeal, contending that the 3rd respond-
ent deserved more award than the trial 
court had awarded them. They prayed to 
the appellate court to raise it to at least 
$205,603,528 from $154,202,646 they had 
prayed for as compensation for the busi-
ness opportunity cost the 3rd respond-
ent had suffered.

But the appellate court said Mwamasi-
ka couldn’t escape legal consequences 
awaiting loan guarantors when principal 
debtors failed to honour their loan repay-
ment obligations. “The personal guaran-
tee and indemnity which Mwamasika 
and his other co-directors executed to 
enable the 3rd respondent to secure the 
loan facility from the appellant was in law 
a binding contractual agreement which 
left it open to the appellant to enforce the 
terms of that guarantee in case the 3rd re-
spondent (as the principal debtor) fails to 
liquidate its debt.”

The guarantee clause reads: “In con-
sideration of the bank granting the loan 
to the principal debtor, the guarantors 
irrevocably and unconditionally, jointly 
and severally, undertake the obligations 
and liabilities assumed by the principal 
debtor under the loan agreement hereto-
fore mentioned and under this guarantee 
if the principal debtor should fail, refuse 
or neglect to pay the loan, on the due 
dates in terms of the loan agreement."

The CJ said the trial court had failed 
to consider the evidential burden Mwa-
masika and his co-directors bore as the 
guarantors of the principal debtor (the 
3rd respondent). He said the three guar-
antors would retain their burden as guar-
antors until the 3rd respondent repaid 
the loan.

The CJ concluded that the bank was 
justified to retain the title documents. 
“The conclusion is sufficient to allow this 
appeal. Thus, for the reasons outlined 
above the appeal is allowed and the judg-
ment of the trial High Court is set aside.”

Today’s proverb: “He who likes bor-
rowing dislikes paying.”

 • The author is a Dar es Salaam-
based lawyer. He can be reached at 
t22magobe@gmail.com

you as you enter the open-air eatery, and if you are 
going to enjoy the meals, you have eaten too much 
of one type of food, or else you will have filled your 
stomach even before having sampled the food pre-
sented before you.

But if you happen to be a seafood lover, there 

are assortments of fish that include lobsters, tiger 
prawns, baby sharks, octopus, and snappers, all fried, 
braised, or boiled depending on your taste.

Forodhani started as just a nondescript eatery for 
seafood. It was started by a few old men who sold 
urojo (a popular Zanzibar mix) and seafood. Later, 

The Forodhani garden in Zanzibar’s Stone Town is home to a fantastic open-air food market.
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Illegal mining in the Pan Amazon: An ecological 
disaster for floodplains and local communities

By Timothy Killeen

F
LOODPLAINS are extraordinarily productive 
because they are the interface between aquatic 
and terrestrial ecosystems. They are remarkably 
diverse because they integrate a mosaic of lakes, 

marshes, palm swamps and inundated forests, which 
create the complex food webs that support fish popula-
tions. 

Floodplain habitats are socially and economically vi-
tal because tens of thousands of families depend upon 
their natural resources for their livelihoods. The impacts 
from placer mining are catastrophic to floodplains be-
cause miners overturn the top layer of soils to expose the 
gold-bearing placer sediments, leaving behind a desolate 
moonscape.

A placer mine typically occupies a floodplain in its en-
tirety, extending from terrace to terrace and expanding 
upstream and downstream over dozens of kilometers. 
A common variant consists of a dredge mounted on a 
barge that exploits the channel bed of larger rivers that 
drain wildcat mining landscapes. The combination of 
placer mines in the headwaters and dredge-barges work-
ing downstream can convert a clear-water riparian eco-
system into a silt-laden and polluted river.

At least 350,000 hectares (about 864,800 acres) of for-
est and wetland habitat have been lost in the Pan Ama-
zon due to placer mining activities. This value, which is 
derived from satellite images, underestimates the true 
area, however, because the historical archive does not 
have images of sufficient spatial resolution to capture 
very small-scale mining camps (e.g., Roraima), nor moni-
tor the impact from the hundreds of barges that ply the 
region’s rivers. 

Remote sensing technology does, however, capture 
the trend in the level of disturbance, which has increased 
in recent years due to market demand for gold and the 
relaxation of environmental enforcement in Brazil. The 
historical archive also exposes the permanence of placer 
mining impacts: Floodplains destroyed in the mid-1980s 
remain devoid of vegetation in 2020.

Mercury: slow motion suicide
The impact from wildcat mining on floodplain habi-

tats is visually obvious. In contrast, the effects of mercury 
poisoning are silent and, for a time, invisible. Eventually, 
however, the toxicity will manifest in the health of the 
miners, their families and nearby communities.

Artisanal miners use mercury at the final stage of their 
processing system when they see bits of gold in sedi-
ment. Mercury is added to the earthen mixture because 
it absorbs gold to form a physical amalgam; gold is re-
covered by vaporizing the mercury, usually over an open 
flame. 

Mercury can be inhaled, ingested or absorbed through 
the skin, but there are technologies that do not depend 
upon mercury and others to keep it from escaping into 
the environment. Unfortunately, artisanal miners do not 
have access to these technologies and large amounts of 
mercury pollute Amazonian rivers each year.

Elemental mercury is noxious, but under anaerobic 
conditions microbes transform mercury into an organic 
compound, methylmercury, that is far more dangerous 
to humans. Methylmercury is a stable molecule that is a 
hundred times more likely to be absorbed by an organ-
ism; once ingested, it is incorporated into living tissues 
rather than eliminated as waste. 

This leads to the phenomenon known as ‘biomagni-
fication’, an eco-physiological process that causes mer-
cury to accumulate in organisms over time and become 
concentrated in long-lived carnivores situated near the 
top of food webs. 

In humans, mercury is transported freely throughout 
the body and can cross the placenta where it will impact 
the development of a foetus. In adults, it causes neuro-
logical disorders, including clumsiness, difficulties in 
speaking, hearing impairment, blindness and death.

Mercury poisoning is endemic to communities on the 
rivers located within or downstream from placer mining 
landscapes. In a review of 33 studies conducted in the 
Tapajós watershed, the elevated presence of mercury 
was ubiquitous. 

The highest levels were documented in individuals di-
rectly involved in gold mining, but it also impacted non-
miners who rely on fish as a food source. In the preferred 
fish-food species, methylmercury was consistently above 
the maximum level recommended by the World Health 
Organization (WHO). 

Elevated levels of mercury have been documented 
in migratory fish populations far removed from mining 
areas and even in urban populations. One recent study 
revealed that 75 percent of the population of Santarem 
had elevated levels of mercury with some residents hav-
ing four times the limit established by the WHO.

Mercury contamination is a long-term threat, which 
has actually increased over the last decade due to the 
increase in gold prices and the subsequent boom in 
wildcat mining. One study estimated that ~200 tonnes 
of mineral mercury are released each year, but, as more 
data becomes available and the activity increases, that 
figure may surpass 500 tonnes. 

If true, the amount released into the environment over 
four decades would sum to approximately 8,000 tonnes. 
Of this total, about 40  percent has been dumped into the 
Amazon River Basin, while another 40 percent has been 
expelled into rivers of Coastal Guianas, with the remain-
der into the Caroni River in Venezuela.

Social impacts of wildcat mining
Efforts to improve environmental compliance would 

almost immediately improve the health and social wel-
fare of wildcat miners and their families. This includes 
children who work as employees or as participating 
members of a family enterprise. 

The list of activities pursued by children is long and de-
pressing; it includes working as peons in underground 
mines, as underwater divers operating suction hoses on 
river dredges and as operators of the processing equip-
ment used to separate the mineral gold from the crushed 
rock, as well as manipulating the mercury that threatens 
their development. 

The exact number of under-age children working in il-
legal mines is not known with any kind of precision, but 
estimates run as high as 20 percent of the workforce in 

Peru and Brazil.
Because they are often organized as family enter-

prises, women participate in mining ventures and, not 
infrequently, assume managerial responsibilities. Their 
participation provides a pathway for introducing bet-
ter practices, particularly if they are made aware of the 
risk to their family’s health. Other, well-known, social im-
pacts include forced labor and sexual trafficking, crimes 
that often assume a high-profile aspect of the law-and-
order initiatives that are periodically organized in Brazil 
and Peru.

The most salient impact, at least in international fo-
rums, is the encroachment of wildcat miners on the Indig-
enous and traditional communities that occupied these 
landscapes prior to the discovery of gold. In the 1980s, 
most Indigenous communities were overwhelmed, and 
some leaders negotiated access agreements to their tra-
ditional lands and, in the process, captured a portion 
of the revenues. These arrangements were routinely ig-
nored, however, and Indigenous groups quickly soured 
on them. Native communities are now the most vocal 
opponents of mining, although they continue to be over-
whelmed by miners willing to resort to violence.

Mitigation and remediation
Placer mining was widely practiced during the gold 

rushes of the nineteenth and early twentieth century in 
North America, and created a massive environmental 
liability similar to now that being generated across the 
Pan Amazon. In North America, the cost of remediation 
was assumed by the federal and state governments, esti-
mated at hundreds of billions of dollars. Placer mining is 
still used by small-scale miners in Alaska and the Yukon, 
who are obligated to restore a functional wetland after 
they have exploited the resource. 

Remediation is planned before operations so that 
landscape can be reconfigured at a reasonable cost; 
compliance is guaranteed with a bond held by the state. 
In some jurisdictions, placer miners go beyond remedia-
tion and seek to restore quasi-natural habitats by access-
ing incentives from civil society that typically also open 
high-value markets. The social and economic differences 
between Alaska and the Amazon are obvious, but solu-
tions will be based on broadly similar strategies.

Confronting the illegality that pervades wildcat-min-
ing landscapes is daunting. The state is either partially 
or totally absent. Imposing an unpopular policy is com-

plicated by the number of individuals that directly or 
indirectly depend on the wildcat-mining economy. In 
jurisdictions heavily dependent on wildcat gold mining, 
residents don’t view it as illegal, but as one of many infor-
mal activities.

 Initiatives that target specific communities or subsec-
tors, such as women or Indigenous miners, have gener-
ated positive results but have not changed the structural 
elements that define the sector. Law-and-order cam-
paigns organized in Brazil and Peru have made head-
lines – and have decreased illegal activity for a period of 
time – but they have not changed the economic and cul-
tural dynamic that motivates individuals to defy the law.

Governments have been more successful in registering 
individual miners, or their associations, in national min-
ing databases. Miners participate because they desire a 
legal document validating their claim and, presumably, 
are aware that it provides authorities with information 
that will facilitate the collection of royalty taxes. Royalty 
receipts have increased across the region, although it is 
widely assumed miners are underreporting their pro-
duction. 

Registration and tax collection are the first steps in re-
forming mining practices. Guyana has succeeded in reg-
istering most of its small-scale miners and is using that 
information to engage them in educational and techni-
cal programmes to improve their productivity and, in 
the process, eliminate the use of mercury.

There have been several research projects that seek 
to identify practices for remediating the environmental 
impacts of placer mining. Although they have demon-
strated it to be technically feasible, they have also shown 
that it is socially and technically challenging. A study 
in Madre de Dios, Peru, found that a barren floodplain, 
nineteen years after the cessation of mining operations, 
required investments in soil reclamation and tree plant-
ing of between $ 2,000–3,500 per hectare. 

Other studies that track reforestation efforts over 
multiple years report costs twice that amount. Consid-
ering there are more than 75,000 hectares (cca 185,300 
acres) of abandoned placer mines in the Madre de Dios, 
it would require at least $250 to $500 million to restore 
them to a semblance of a functioning natural ecosystem. 
A large sum, perhaps, but less than 2 percent of the value 
of the gold extracted from the Madre de Dios over the 
last 30 years.
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By Pallab Ghosh

R
ESEARCHERS have dis-
covered the cause of the 
brightest burst of light 
ever recorded.

But in doing so they have run up 
against two bigger mysteries, includ-
ing one that casts doubt on where 
our heavy elements - like gold - come 
from.

The burst of light, spotted in 2022, 
is now known to have had an explod-
ing star at its heart, researchers say.

But that explosion, by itself, would 
not have been sufficient to have 
shone so brightly.

And our current theory says that 
such exploding stars, known as su-
pernovas, also produce all the heavy 
elements in the universe such as 
gold and platinum.

But the team found none of these 
elements, raising new questions 
about how precious metals are pro-
duced.

Prof Catherine Heymans of Ed-
inburgh University and Scotland's 
Astronomer Royal, who is independ-
ent of the research team, said that re-
sults like these help to drive science 
forward.

"The Universe is an amazing, won-
derful and surprising place, and I 
love the way that it throws these co-
nundrums at us!

"The fact that it is not giving us the 
answers we want is great, because 
we can go back to the drawing board 
and think again and come up with 
better theories," she said.

The explosion was detected by 
telescopes in October 2022. It came 
from a distant galaxy 2.4 billion light-
years away, emitting light across all 
frequencies. But it was especially in-
tense in its gamma rays, which are a 
more penetrating form of X-rays.

The gamma ray burst lasted seven 
minutes and was so powerful that 
it was off the scale, overwhelming 
the instruments that detected them. 

Subsequent readings showed that 
the burst was 100 times brighter 
than anything that had ever been 
recorded before, earning it the nick-
name among astronomers of the 
Brightest Of All Time or B.O.A.T.

Gamma ray bursts are associated 
with exploding supernovas, but this 
was so bright that it could not be eas-
ily explained. If it were a supernova, 
it would have had to have been ab-
solutely enormous, according to the 
current theory.

The burst was so bright that it 
initially dazzled the instruments on 
Nasa's James Webb Space Telescope 
( JWST). The telescope had only re-

cently become operational, and this 
was an incredible stroke of luck for 
astronomers wanting to study the 
phenomenon because such power-
ful explosions are calculated to occur 
once every 10,000 years.

As the light dimmed, one of JWST's 
instruments was able to see there had 
indeed been a supernova explosion. 
But it had not been nearly as power-
ful as they expected. So why then had 
the burst of gamma rays been off the 
scale?

Anthony Bradshaw Gold coins and 
bars Anthony Bradshaw

All the gold on Earth was produced 
in cataclysmic explosions in outer 

space
Dr Peter Blanchard, who co-led the 

research team, doesn't know. But he 
wants to find out. He plans to book 
more time on JWST to investigate oth-
er supernova remnants.

"It could be that these gamma ray 
bursts and supernova explosions are 
not necessarily directly linked to each 
other and they could be separate pro-
cesses going on," he told BBC News.

Dr Tanmoy Laskar, from the Uni-
versity of Utah and co-leader of the 
study the study, said that the B.O.A.T's 
power might be explained by the way 
in which jets of material were being 
sprayed out, as normally occurs dur-

ing supernovas. But if these jets are 
narrow, they produce a more focused 
and so brighter beam of light.

"It's like focusing a flashlight's beam 
into a narrow column, as opposed to 
a broad beam that washes across a 
whole wall," he said. "In fact, this was 
one of the narrowest jets se en for a 
gamma ray burst so far, which gives 
us a hint as to why the afterglow ap-
peared as bright as it did."

The current theory that is taught to 
all astronomers at university is that 
one of the ways heavy elements - such 
as gold, platinum, lead and uranium 
- are produced is during the extreme 
conditions that are created during su-

pernovas. These are spread across the 
galaxy and are used in the formation 
of planets, which is how, the theory 
goes, the metals found on Earth arose.

But the researchers found no evi-
dence of heavy elements around the 
exploded star. So, is the theory wrong 
and heavy elements are produced 
some other way, or are they only pro-
duced in supernovas under certain 
conditions?

"Theorists need to go back and 
look at why an event like the B.O.A.T 
is not producing heavy elements 
when theories and simulations pre-
dict that they should," says Dr Blan-
chard.

Brightest-ever cosmic explosion solved but new mysteries sparked

ROME 

 AFRICA is paradoxically reli-
ant on imported food and home 
to a disproportionate share of the 
world’s hungry while at the same 
time boasts the potential to be a 
global breadbasket and food super-
power. Part of realizing that poten-
tial depends on tapping the con-
tinent’s vast array of food crops, 
which too often have been pushed 
off stage by global commodity 
foods produced elsewhere.

These include traditional lo-
cal mainstays such as Bambara 
groundnut and pigeons peas, su-
perfoods such as fonio or baobab 
fruit, and naturalized vitamin-rich 
crops such as amaranth or taro.

The new Compendium of forgot-
ten foods in Africa aims to move 
the needle by identifying so-called 
orphan foods that very often are 
“locally adapted and less fastidi-
ous than exotic cultivars” such as 
maize, rice or wheat. Produced by 
the Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation of the United Nations (FAO) 
in partnership with the Forum for 
Agricultural Research in Africa 
(FARA), the compendium presents 

100 examples of neglected local 
foods that have the potential to sus-
tainably provide the much-needed 
dietary nutrients to various com-
munities across Africa.

The compendium is a scoping 
study and a first step in what will be 
“an exhaustive identification and 
characterization of forgotten foods 
in Africa,” said Abebe Haile-Gabriel 
Assistant Director-General and 
Regional Representative for Africa 
and FARA Executive Director Ag-
grey Agumya. Both leaders made it 
clear that while the current list may 
be expanded over time, the key lit-
mus test is to generate increased 
attention and funding by research-
ers and agricultural development 
practitioners able to shepherd pio-
neering investments into sustain-
able agrifood transformation.

The 100 examples collated in the 
Compendium, with imagery, agro-
ecological suitability, agronomic 
requirements, and nutritional 
qualities, were selected after an ini-
tial canvassing of experts around 
Africa, whose specialties range 
from value-chain development to 
genetic improvement.

The project, begun as an initia-

New compendium  now 
identifies 100 promising 
forgotten foods for Africa

tive between FAO and the African Union, also dove-
tails nicely into The Vision for Adapted Crops and 
Soils (VACS), a newer project spearheaded by FAO and 
the State Department of the United States of America 
which is strongly geared to leveraging Africa’s indig-
enous agricultural products and techniques.

“These projects are moving together and will work 
together,” especially as VACS is quite focused on im-
proving seeds and developing hardy and higher-
yielding varieties of the orphan crops, said Mphumuzi 
Sukati, Senior Food and Nutrition Officer at FAO’s 
Regional Office for Africa and a leading author of the 
publication.

Crafting the Compendium, published alongside a 
companion tome explaining the initiative, has gener-
ated lively arguments over criteria and terminologies. 
In fact, nine main descriptors ended up being used: 

traditional, forgotten, minor, neglected, underutilized, 
orphan, underdeveloped, cheat-hunger and poor peo-
ple.

Other ideas from various experts are to call these 
crops “opportunity crops” given their potential to 
transform African agrifood systems to be MORE ef-
ficient, inclusive, resilient and sustainable, for better 
production, better nutrition, a better environment 
and a better life, leaving no one behind, in line with 
the FAO Strategic Framework 2022-2031.

No selection can be perfect from the start and the 
list will be steadily updated, with forest products likely 
to figure more prominently over time as the initiative 
gathers steam.

Sometimes the foods are relatively forgotten due to 
progressive loss of cultural image in the face of more 
exotic imported foods, and sometimes they are not 

forgotten or neglected at all but 
– like cassava or bush mango – re-
main traditional crops used in local 
markets and not used in longer-dis-
tance trade. A common attribute, 
however, is that they have received 
little or no policy and research at-
tention until now.

They are what Haile-Gabriel and 
Agumya call “backbench” foods 
and should be targeted for promo-
tion due to their adaptability to Af-
rica’s production domains, cultural 
and socioeconomic structures and 
nutritious needs.

WASHINGTON

THE head of the Food and Drug Administration urged Congress on Thurs-
day to pass legislation mandating that food manufacturers test for lead in 
products imported to the United States.

Dr Robert Califf’s comment was in response to a question from Rep. Jamie 
Raskin, D-Md., the ranking member of the House Committee on Oversight 

FDA head calls on Congress to pass 
mandatory testing for lead in food

and Accountability, during a hearing that touched 
on the FDA's response to issues including lead-
contaminated cinnamon applesauce pouches, 
which have sickened hundreds of children. 

The applesauce pouches, from Florida-based 
Company WanaBana, were recalled in the fall af-
ter they were found to have high lead levels. The 
pouches were imported from Ecuador.

Califf said the FDA oversees products from 
about 275,000 registered manufacturing facilities 
across the U.S. and abroad. Due to budget limita-
tions, the agency often has to rely on the food 
manufacturers themselves to do their own testing. 

Most times they do a good job, ensuring the 
products are tested, he said; sometimes they don’t. 

“In the case of cinnamon applesauce, if there 
had been mandatory testing, when it got imported 
into the U.S. from Ecuador, the stores that were 
selling it probably would have picked it up at that 
point,” Califf said, noting that there is no federal 
requirement for testing for lead in foods.

Arizona’s 1864 abortion ban was mostly a result 
of power struggles, historians say

“It’s the way the drug system works,” he added. 
“The manufacturers of drugs have to test every 
batch” for possible contamination.

Complicating matters is that the FDA doesn't 
currently set limits on heavy metals in most foods. 
Only a handful, including chocolate candy and 
sugar-based candy, have specific lead limits. In 

2022, the agency introduced draft guidelines for 
lead limits in juice.

Califf's comments come two days after an in-
vestigation from Consumer Reports, an advocacy 
group, found high levels lead in certain Luncha-
bles products.

The group is now calling on the federal govern-
ment to remove Lunchables from the national free 
and reduced-price school lunch programme. 

The FDA would need Congress to enact legis-
lation to give the agency the authority to impose 
mandatory testing, Califf said.

“At FDA, we're referees,” he added. “You all in 
Congress actually write the rule books.” 
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By Bruno Bugingo

W
HILE speaking dur-
ing the 30th Com-
memoration of 
the 1994 Genocide 

against the Tutsi, President Paul 
Kagame emphasised that the youth 
are the guardians of the future and 
the foundation for the unity of 
Rwanda. His statement is justifi-
ably right on several multifaceted 
grounds.

From the ashes of tragedy, Rwan-
da has risen, and now the torch is 
being passed to the new genera-
tion. As youth, what role are we 
supposed to play and what do we 
need as a way forward?

Thirty years in social science 
means a lot because 30 years rep-
resent a social cohort or a genera-
tion. This means that Rwanda is 
undergoing a transition both in 
terms of the people in charge and 
the country’s focus.

Unlike 30 years ago, when the 
country was focused on security 
problems, uniting Rwandans, ex-
treme poverty, and other issues 
expected from a country emerging 
from a massacre like the Genocide 
against the Tutsi, Rwanda is now 
focused on more advanced goals 
such as becoming a middle-income 
country in the next 11 years.

It is reducing its emissions by 
38 per cent, and providing refuge 
for people in danger from both 
the region and around the world, 
such as evacuated asylum-seekers 
and refugees who were trapped in 
detention in Libya and maybe also 
the soon-to-come asylum seekers 
from the UK under the “UK-Rwan-
da Treaty”.

The key potential problems 
faced by societies transitioning be-
tween generations include the fail-

Rwanda’s generational shift and 
the quest for a sustainable future

ure to sustain previous progress due to the introduc-
tion of new people and new focuses, which can lead to 
neglect of historical and social issues, leaving gaps for 
those who wish ill upon the nation.

However, this is unlikely to be a problem for Rwan-
da because the foundation laid by President Kagame’s 
leadership and strategies have centred on empower-
ing youth and this is evident through high-profile posi-
tions, including top cabinet posts occupied by youth-
ful personnel.

This is also coupled with keeping the memories alive through the annual commemora-
tion of the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi — our history plays a significant role in shaping 
our identity. On the other hand, transitioning generations can bring economic challenges, 
such as the entry of younger generations into the job market in large numbers, leading to 
increased competition. It’s important not to overlook the value of experience and skills in 
handling jobs. This is where preparation becomes crucial.

Rwanda has put in place deliberate policies for youth employment and empowerment 
which contributes a lot in the legacy transition.

To build upon the existing foundation and the work done over the last 30 years, various 
approaches and policies are already in place, and the status quo is promising. However, 

By Adonis Byemelwa

IN a gut-wrenching twist of fate, 
tragedy struck in the dead of night 
as five-year-old Shamimu Tumaini 
Jumaissa, of Ibanza village in the 
Mwamala Ward of Shinyanga Dis-
trict, became prey to a savage hye-
na attack. The harrowing incident, 
unfolding on 8th April 2024 at the 
stroke of midnight, has plunged 
the community into a vortex of dis-
belief, anguish, and sorrow.

According to Ibanza village 
Chairman, Hassan Issa Barabara, 
the chilling attack occurred when 
Shamimu and her companion 
ventured out to gather firewood. 
Amidst the darkness, a hyena 
emerged and viciously attacked 
Shamimu, dragging her into the 
nearby bushes. Despite efforts 
from villagers to track the blood 
trail, Shamimu was found lifeless, 
bearing severe injuries to her face 
and head.

The circumstances surrounding 
the attack have stirred fear and 
speculation within the community, 
with some attributing the tragedy 
to more than just a mere preda-
tor-prey encounter. In Shinyanga, 
where superstitions and beliefs in 
witchcraft are deeply rooted, such 
incidents often invite speculation 
about mystical forces at play.

Chairman Hassan recounted the 
harrowing account of the attack, 
where Shamimu's nine-year-old 
companion narrowly escaped the 
hyena's clutches. A neighboring 
mother's timely intervention, upon 
hearing Shamimu's cries, prevent-
ed further tragedy. However, the 
absence of many men, who were 
away on Sungusungu duties, de-
layed the rescue efforts.

Felista Elias, a witness to the in-
cident, echoed the sentiment of a 
community grappling with shock 
and helplessness. She described 
the heart-wrenching moment 
when she saw the hyena dragging 
Shamimu away, with limited help 
available due to the absence of 
men occupied with Sungusungu 
duties.

In response to the tragedy, Iban-
za Village Executive Officer, Tausi 
Kabadi, affirmed that the village 
government promptly reported 
the incident to the authorities. Ef-
forts to address the issue include li-
aising with law enforcement, wild-
life, and conservation officers, as 
well as mobilizing Sungusungu to 
track down the elusive hyena.

In light of the tragic loss of 
Shamimu from Ibanza village and 
the unsettling circumstances sur-
rounding her death, there emerges 
a pressing need for robust child 

protection policies in villages 
susceptible to encounters with 
marauding animals. Particularly 
during this rainy season, when 
adverse weather conditions com-
pel wild animals to seek refuge in 
residential areas, the vulnerability 
of rural communities like Ibanza is 
heightened.

It is imperative for local authori-
ties, in collaboration with wildlife 
conservation agencies and com-
munity leaders, to devise com-
prehensive strategies aimed at 
mitigating the risks posed by hu-
man-wildlife conflicts. Such meas-
ures should encompass not only 
immediate responses to animal at-
tacks but also proactive initiatives 
to prevent future tragedies.

In addressing these challenges, 
emphasis must be placed on edu-
cation and awareness campaigns 
to dispel superstitions and miscon-
ceptions that may exacerbate the 
risks faced by children and vulner-
able members of the community. 
By fostering a deeper understand-
ing of wildlife behavior and pro-
moting responsible coexistence 
with natural habitats, villages can 
better safeguard their residents 
against potential dangers.

Moreover, the implementation 
of child protection policies should 
prioritize the establishment of safe 

Tragic hyena attacks spur urgent 
calls for child protection policies

speaking from the perspective of 
a young person, there is more that 
can be done. I would like to em-
phasise the approach of increasing 
youth involvement and represen-
tation, both in leadership positions 
and the private sector.

The ‘triple bottom line’ approach 
is one way Rwandans could ensure 
this transition. In Rwanda, where 
economic development involves 
the private sector, it’s essential to in-
volve every sector in catalysing this 
shift by creating policies that incen-
tivise and applaud businesses and 
civil societies implementing policies 
that prioritise the new generation.

This involves ensuring that youth 
are heard and given more respon-
sibility by establishing quotas for 
youth representation in various 
leadership positions, especially in 
the private sector. By mandating a 
minimum percentage of youth rep-
resentation on corporate boards, in 
the private sector, in government 
bodies, and within organisations, 
we can ensure that the perspectives 
and priorities of young Rwandans 
are integrated into strategic deci-
sion-making processes, easing the 
transition. Policies like these would 
not only promote intergenerational 
equity but also foster diversity of 
thought and innovation, driving sus-
tainable progress and sustainable 
prosperity. Moreover, by provid-
ing young people with opportuni-
ties to assume leadership roles and 
contribute meaningfully to shaping 
Rwanda’s future, the torch can be 
passed on successfully.

Sustainability is all needed for 
Rwanda’s progress going forward. 
While the current progress is com-
mendable, it can only be improved 
if the next generations are better 
prepared and enabled to take over.

President Paul Kagame addresses youth from across the continent and beyond during the YouthConnekt 2022 Africa Summit held in Kigali on October 
13, 2022.

zones and designated play areas, coupled with strin-
gent measures to monitor and manage wildlife move-
ment in residential vicinity. This holistic approach, 
grounded in community engagement and evidence-
based interventions, is essential for fostering a culture 
of safety and resilience in villages grappling with the 
complex dynamics of human-wildlife interactions.

As Ibanza Village and the entire Shinyanga Region 
mourn the loss of Shamimu and reflect on the broader 
implications of her tragic passing, let us heed the call 
for collective action to uphold the rights and well-be-
ing of children in rural areas. By advocating for strong-
er child protection policies and investing in initiatives 
that promote coexistence with wildlife, we can hon-
our Shamimu's memory and strive towards a future 
where every child can thrive in safety and security.

Similarly, in October 2021, residents of Kitangiri 
Ward in Shinyanga Municipality pleaded with leaders 

at all levels to take immediate action to address inci-
dents of hyenas attacking and killing children. They 
made this plea during the morning of the death of 
two years and ten months old Albert Shija, who was 
killed by a hyena on Saturday, October 16, 2021, in the 
Imalilo area of Kitangili Ward, Shinyanga Municipality.

The residents stated that incidents of children be-
ing killed by hyenas have escalated, causing fear and 
panic among the residents. These incidents have also 
been associated with superstitions and negligence of 
the relevant authorities in controlling the spread of 
hyenas in the streets.

The death of Albert Shija occurred just a few days 
after another child, Raphael Juma Dotto, aged three, 
died after being attacked by a hyena while playing 
near his neighbour’s house with other children in the 
Majengo Mapya area of Kitangili Ward, Shinyanga Mu-
nicipality, on Saturday, September 25, 2021.



By Fabio Natalucci, Mah-
vash Qureshi, and Felix 
Suntheim

CYBERATTACKS have 
more than doubled since 
the pandemic. While com-
panies have historically 
suffered relatively modest 
direct losses from cyberat-
tacks, some have experi-
enced a much heavier toll. 
US credit reporting agency 
Equifax, for example, paid 
more than $1 billion in 
penalties after a major 
data breach in 2017 that 
affected about 150 million 
consumers.

As we show in a chapter 
of the April 2024 Global 
Financial Stability Report, 
the risk of extreme losses 
from cyber incidents is in-
creasing. Such losses could 
potentially cause funding 
problems for companies 
and even jeopardize their 
solvency. The size of these 
extreme losses has more 
than quadrupled since 
2017 to $2.5 billion. And 
indirect losses like reputa-
tional damage or security 
upgrades are substantially 
higher.

The financial sector is 
uniquely exposed to cyber 
risk. Financial firms—given 
the large amounts of sensi-
tive data and transactions 
they handle—are often tar-
geted by criminals seeking 
to steal money or disrupt 
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BUSINESS Spurring the future: Uniting for clean
energy innovation and IP protection

Rising cyber threats pose serious concerns for financial stability

 By Margreth Somme 

WITH Tanza-
nia’s vast 
wealth of 
renewable 

energy resources, the na-
tion stands as an ideal 
crucible for the evolution 
of clean energy initiatives. 
Thus, fostering synergis-
tic partnerships among 
innovators, scholars, and 
enterprises becomes not 
just pivotal but imperative 
in propelling forward the 
frontiers of clean energy 
technologies.

In fact, the country pos-
sesses abundant renew-
able energy resources, 
including solar, wind, 
hydro, and geothermal 
potential, making it well-
suited for clean energy 
development. With ample 
sunshine and strong wind 
resources, solar and wind 
energy hold significant 
promise for the country’s 
energy future. 

Currently, hydropower 
dominates Tanzania’s 
energy mix, with major 
projects contributing to 
grid stability. Solar ener-
gy offers a decentralized 
electrification solution, 

particularly in rural areas, 
while wind energy devel-
opment can diversify en-
ergy sources and reduce 
reliance on imported fos-
sil fuels.

Additionally, Tanzania’s 
geothermal potential, 
particularly in the Rift 
Valley region, presents 
opportunities for base-
load power generation 
and grid stability, com-
plementing intermittent 
renewable sources. Over-
all, leveraging these clean 
energy resources can 
enhance energy access, 
socio-economic develop-
ment, and contribute to 
climate mitigation efforts 
in Tanzania.

Clean energy and intel-
lectual property (IP) are 
intricately related, as in-
novation and technologi-
cal advancements play a 
crucial role in the devel-
opment and deployment 
of clean energy solutions. 
In the dynamic landscape 
of the clean energy in-
dustry, collaboration and 
partnerships are pivotal 
drivers of innovation and 
progress. 

At Rive & Co., we recog-
nize the critical role that 

IP rights play as enablers 
of collaboration, facilitat-
ing joint ventures, public-
private partnerships, and 
collaborative research ini-
tiatives. As practitioners of 
intellectual property law, 
we provide strategic guid-
ance and legal expertise to 
navigate the complexities 
of IP management in the 
clean energy sector.

IP as an enabler of col-
laboration

In the pursuit of advanc-
ing clean energy tech-
nologies, collaboration 
is essential. Intellectual 
property rights serve as 
catalysts for collaboration 
by incentivizing innova-
tion and providing legal 
protections for inventors, 
researchers, and busi-
nesses. Whether through 
joint ventures, technol-
ogy licensing agreements, 
or research partnerships, 
clear delineation and 
protection of intellectual 
property rights are funda-
mental to fostering a col-
laborative ecosystem.

Collaborative endeav-
ors in the clean energy in-
dustry often involve com-
plex negotiations over 
intellectual property own-

New steam turbines, generators to transform Kenya’s energy network

Statista shares new data, charting the rise of renewable energy in Africa. Photo: Ludovic Marin/Reuters

 By Guardian Reporter

KENYA’S geothermal pow-
er sector is set for a major 
boost with the imminent ar-
rival of new steam turbines 
and generators, paving the 
way for a notable enhance-
ment in the country’s ener-
gy infrastructure.

The equipment renova-
tion is targeted towards im-
proving the performance of 
the old 45MW Olkaria I geo-
thermal power plant at unit 
1 – 3, marking a major step 
towards enhancing renew-
able energy production in 
the region.

Olkaria I geothermal 
power plant is the oldest 
geothermal power plant in 
Kenya and has been in com-
mercial operation by the 
Kenya Electricity Generat-
ing Company PLC (hereinaf-
ter “KenGen”) since 1981.

A statement obtained 
by this paper yesterday re-
vealed that units 1 through 
3 of the plant, are in need of 
renovation due to their ag-
ing infrastructure. It was an-
nounced that Toshiba ESS’s 
steam turbines and genera-
tors have been chosen for 
the upcoming renovation 
project.

This will increase the pow-
er output of Units 1 through 
3 from the current 15mw to 
21mw each, enabling them 
to achieve a higher out-
put with less steam. These 
points were highly evalu-
ated by KenGen and led to 
the adoption of the contract.

Kenya’s economic growth 
has led to an increased de-
mand for power, prompting 
the government to imple-
ment a comprehensive de-
velopment plan known as 
Vision 2030.

This initiative includes 
measures to enhance Ken-
ya’s electricity generating 
capacity through renewable 
sources and aims to achieve 
a complete transition to 100 
percent green energy by the 
year 2030.

Many new geothermal 
power plants are planned 
to tap into the 9GW geo-
thermal potential in Kenya’s 
Great Rift Valley region.

Toshiba ESS and KenGen 
have solidified their part-
nership through a memo-
randum of understanding 
(MOU) to collaborate on 
Operation and Maintenance 
(O&M) services in 2022.

By combining their exper-
tise and networks, they aim 
to provide O&M services for 
geothermal power plants in 
developing countries, par-
ticularly in East Africa.

Toshiba ESS has a strong 

history of successfully de-
livering geothermal power 
generation systems in Kenya 
and other East African coun-
tries. Their expertise in this 
field makes them an invalu-
able partner for KenGen in 
offering Operations & Main-
tenance (O&M) services for 
geothermal power plants.

Furthermore, Toshiba 
ESS has actively promoted 
geothermal power genera-
tion by signing Memoran-
dums of Understanding 
(MOUs) on geothermal pow-
er plant business with vari-
ous partners in East African 
nations. Their dedication to 
advancing sustainable en-
ergy solutions in the region 
is evident through their 
partnerships and successful 
project completions.

Shinya Fujitsuka, Direc-
tor and Vice President of the 
Power Systems Division at 

Toshiba ESS, expressed his 
satisfaction in being able to 
contribute to energy stabil-
ity in Kenya through the 
provision of equipment and 
services.

He emphasized that 
Toshiba ESS will continue to 
offer optimal products and 
solutions to meet the needs 
of customers, including a 
range of geothermal steam 
turbines and generators 
with power outputs from 1 
MW to 200 MW.

Furthermore, he reiter-
ated their commitment to 
clean energy and the reali-
zation of a sustainable soci-
ety, stating that Toshiba ESS 
will play a role in achieving 
a carbon-neutral society 
by providing geothermal 
power plant services both 
domestically and interna-
tionally.

resilience, but also expose 
the financial industry to 
systemwide shocks. For 
example, a 2023 ransom-
ware attack on a cloud IT 
service provider caused si-
multaneous outages at 60 
US credit unions.

With the global financial 
system facing significant 
and growing cyber risks 
from increasing digitali-
zation and geopolitical 
tensions, as shown in the 
chapter, policies and gov-
ernance frameworks at 
firms must keep pace.

Because private incen-
tives may be insufficient 
to address cyber risks—for 
example, firms may not 
fully account for the sys-
temwide effects of inci-
dents—public intervention 
may be necessary.

However, according to 
an IMF survey of central 
banks and supervisory 
authorities, cybersecurity 
policy frameworks, espe-
cially in emerging market 
and developing econo-
mies, often remain insuf-
ficient. For example, only 
about half of countries 
surveyed had a national, 
financial sector-focused 
cybersecurity strategy or 
dedicated cybersecurity 

regulations. To strengthen 
resilience in the financial 
sector, authorities should 
develop an adequate 
national cybersecurity 
strategy accompanied by 
effective regulation and 
supervisory capacity that 
should encompass:

Periodically assessing 
the cybersecurity land-
scape and identifying po-
tential systemic risks from 
interconnectedness and 
concentrations, including 
from third-party service 
providers.

Encouraging cyber “ma-
turity” among financial 
sector firms, including 
board-level access to cy-
bersecurity expertise, as 
supported by the chapter’s 
analysis which suggests 
that better cyber-related 
governance may reduce 
cyber risk.

Improving cyber hy-
giene of firms—that is, their 
online security and system 
health (such as antimal-
ware and multifactor au-
thentication)—and training 
and awareness.

Prioritizing data report-
ing and collection of cyber 
incidents, and sharing in-
formation among finan-
cial sector participants to 

ership, licensing terms, 
and royalty arrangements. 
Our team specializes in 
guiding clients through 
these negotiations, ensur-
ing that their intellectual 
property rights are safe-
guarded while facilitat-
ing mutually beneficial 
collaborations. With our 
expertise in drafting clear 
and comprehensive agree-
ments, we mitigate risks 
and promote a conducive 
environment for innova-

tion and partnership.
Protecting your intellec-

tual property
Our firm understand 

the importance of pro-
tecting our clients’ intel-
lectual property assets. 
Whether through patents, 
trademarks, copyrights, or 
trade secrets, we employ a 
multi-faceted approach to 
safeguarding intellectual 
property rights. Our team 
works tirelessly to develop 
tailored strategies that 

align with our clients’ busi-
ness objectives, ensuring 
that their innovations are 
protected against infringe-
ment and misappropria-
tion.

Clear agreements for IP 
management

Clear agreements and 
frameworks for IP man-
agement are indispen-
sable for navigating the 
complexities of collabo-
rative innovation in the 
clean energy sector. We 

specializes in drafting cus-
tomized agreements that 
address the unique needs 
and circumstances of each 
collaboration. From IP 
ownership provisions to li-
censing terms and royalty 
arrangements, we ensure 
that our clients’ interests 
are protected while foster-
ing an environment con-
ducive to innovation and 
knowledge sharing.

Maximizing societal 
benefits

By fostering collabora-
tive innovation and pro-
tecting intellectual proper-
ty rights, we are dedicated 
to maximizing the societal 
benefits of clean energy 
technologies. Through 
strategic legal counsel and 
innovative solutions, we 
empower our clients to 
drive positive change, ad-
vance sustainable develop-
ment, and create a brighter 
future for generations to 
come.

Therefore, its important 
to understand that in the 
protection landscape of 
the clean energy industry, 
collaboration and intellec-
tual property protection 
are essential for driving in-
novation and progress.

Margreth Somme, is an 
Intellectual Property & 
Technology Expert from 
Rive & Co, an innovating 
law firm this article is for 
informational purposes 
only and should not be 
construed as legal ad-
vice. It is recommended 
to consult with a quali-
fied legal professional 
for advice specific to 
your situation.

economic activity. Attacks 
on financial firms account 
for nearly one-fifth of the 
total, of which banks are 
the most exposed.

Chart showcasing the in-
crease in risks of suffering 
from a cyberattack and ex-
periencing loss over time

Incidents in the finan-
cial sector could threaten 
financial and economic 
stability if they erode con-
fidence in the financial 
system, disrupt critical ser-
vices, or cause spillovers to 
other institutions.

For example, a severe 
incident at a financial in-
stitution could undermine 
trust and, in extreme cases, 
lead to market selloffs or 
runs on banks. Although 
no significant “cyber runs” 
have occurred thus far, our 
analysis suggests modest 
and somewhat persistent 
deposit outflows have oc-
curred at smaller US banks 
after a cyberattack.

Cyber incidents that 
disrupt critical services 
like payment networks 
could also severely affect 
economic activity. For 
example, a December at-
tack at the Central Bank 
of Lesotho disrupted the 
national payment system, 

enhance their collective 
preparedness.

As attacks often ema-
nate from outside a finan-
cial firm’s home country 
and proceeds can be 
routed across borders, in-
ternational cooperation is 
imperative to address cy-
ber risk successfully.

While cyber incidents 
will occur, the financial 
sector needs the capac-
ity to deliver critical busi-
ness services during these 
disruptions. To this end, 
financial firms should de-
velop, and test, response 
and recovery procedures 
and national authori-
ties should have effective 
response protocols and 
crisis management frame-
works in place.

The IMF actively 
helps member countries 
strengthen their cyber-
security frameworks 
through policy advice, for 
example as part of the Fi-
nancial Sector Assessment 
Program, and through ca-
pacity-building activities.

Fabio Natalucci, Mah-
vash Qureshi, and Felix 
Suntheim works for IMF, 
and the article is based 
on Chapter 3 of the April 
2024 Global Financial 
Stability Report, “Cyber 
Risk: A Growing Con-
cern for Macrofinancial 
Stability.”

preventing transactions by 
domestic banks.

Chart of cyber incidents 
and losses the financial 
sector has suffered over 

the past 20 years
Another consideration 

is that financial firms in-
creasingly rely on third-
party IT service providers, 

and may do so even more 
with the emerging role 
of artificial intelligence. 
Such external providers 
can improve operational 

A Stream driven turbine in power station with supervisor. Photo: Courtesy of Mira 
Image
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Emerging markets gaining more global
influence amidst competitive landscape

US Supreme Court overturns job dispute arbitration ruling

Theories suggest that uncertainty can lead to stock drop. Photo: Courtesy of Getty Image

 By Guardian Reporters

T
he global economy 
is increasingly influ-
enced by the Group 
of Twenty’s large 

emerging markets. Over the 
past two decades, these econo-
mies have become much more 
integrated with global markets 
and are generating larger eco-
nomic “spillovers” to the rest of 
the world.

At a time when growth 
prospects are weakening in 
China and several other large 
emerging markets, it is criti-
cal for policymakers—both in 
G20 emerging markets and 
those countries that could 
be impacted—to understand 
the channels through which 
a slowdown could propagate 
through the global economy.

Growth spillovers from do-
mestic shocks in G20 emerging 
markets have increased over 
the past two decades and are 
now comparable to those from 
advanced economies, as we 
detail in an analytical chapter 
of the April 2024 World Eco-
nomic Outlook. We also exam-
ine how such shocks spread 
through trade to companies 
and industries in other coun-
tries.

Spillovers are largest from 
China and they now explain 
just as much of the variation 
in emerging-market output as 
those from the United States. 
But other G20 emerging mar-
kets—such as India, Brazil, 
Russia, and Mexico—also play 
an important role in the eco-
nomic performance of their 
neighbors.

A chart on the impact of 
spillovers on global GDP by 
G20 emerging markets

Our simulations—using a 
multi-country multi-sector 
trade model—suggest that a 
decline in productivity in G20 
emerging markets can lower 
global output three times more 
than would have been the case 
in 2000.

Industry spillovers
Since China’s accession to 

the World Trade Organization 
in 2001, G20 emerging markets 
have doubled their share of 
world trade and foreign direct 
investment and now account 
for one third of global GDP. 
They have become large im-
porters of manufactured prod-
ucts as well as large exporters 
of intermediate goods, notably 
in manufacturing and mining.

Chart of G20 emerging mar-

ket output and input linkages
And, as they have become in-

creasingly integrated into glob-
al value chains, developments 
in G20 emerging markets can 
have a greater impact on busi-
nesses abroad.

Positive growth surprises 
can boost the revenue growth 
of foreign firms in sectors such 
as electrical equipment, ma-
chinery, and metal products 
that are more dependent on 
demand from G20 emerg-
ing markets. Faster growth in 

emerging markets—such as In-
donesia and Türkiye—can also 
help foreign firms in sectors 
that are more reliant on cheap-
er inputs.

But faster growth among 
emerging markets can also 
mean that they expand their 
productive capacity down-
stream to make and export 
new goods that compete di-
rectly with those goods made 
by firms overseas. This import-
competition effect from lower-
wage countries, such as China 

and Mexico, appears to domi-
nate in sectors that are highly 
dependent on foreign suppli-
ers—for example, textiles and 
chemicals.

Chart of the change in firm 
revenue growth after a domes-
tic growth surprise in G20 EMs

It is therefore not surprising 
that shocks in G20 emerging 
markets can also trigger siz-
able reallocations of economic 
activity across countries and 
sectors.

Our modeling analysis finds 
that most sectors will shrink in 
response to a broad-based de-
cline in productivity, especially 
in Asia. But spillovers are not 
uniform, particularly if the de-
cline is concentrated in sectors 
that are integrated in global 
value chains. In that case, most 
manufacturing sectors in the 
rest of the world will eventu-
ally expand—particularly tex-
tiles, metals, and electronics—
as firms take advantage of the 
decreased supply coming from 
G20 emerging markets.

Employment in countries hit 
by spillovers also adjusts. A pos-
itive productivity shock in G20 
emerging markets can lead to 
job losses within the same sec-
tors because of increased com-
petition, whereas spillovers 

that propagate through sec-
tors connected through global 
value chains tend to generate 
complementarities and more 
job opportunities.

Greater responsibility
G20 emerging markets—es-

pecially, but not only, China—
have continued to make their 
presence felt as an important 
source of global and regional 
spillovers.

Negative spillovers from a 
G20 emerging market growth 
slowdown, especially following 
supply-side shocks, could put 
at risk the downward path in 
inflation for advanced econo-
mies. And in other emerging 
market and developing econo-
mies, spillovers can be larger, 
putting growth and income 
convergence at risk.

A slowdown in China could 
be especially costly given its 
role as a manufacturing pow-
erhouse and its high integra-
tion. Yet the growing role of all 
G20 emerging markets means 
that others can help support 
the world economy. A plau-
sible growth acceleration in 
these countries could generate 
positive global spillovers and 
boost world growth by half a 
percentage point.

The reallocation in activ-
ity and jobs across firms and 
sectors due to spillovers from 
G20 emerging markets can be 
costly, but it also creates new 
opportunities. Structural re-
forms, especially in labor mar-
kets and business regulation, 
can help sectors that stand to 
benefit most from realloca-
tion. But policymakers should 
also deploy inclusive policies—
including targeted fiscal sup-
port—that facilitate efficient 
reallocation of labor across 
sectors and mitigate any harm-
ful distributional impact of the 
spillovers.

As global economic power 
continues to shift, effective 
multilateral cooperation and 
international policy coordina-
tion to manage spillovers and 
minimize fragmentation risks—
including by strengthening the 
global financial safety net—re-
mains a priority.

This article is written by 
Nicolas Fernandez-Arias, Al-
berto Musso, Carolina Oso-
rio-Buitron, Adina Popescu 
from IMF, and it is based on 
chapter 4 of the April 2024 
World Economic Outlook, 
“Trading Places: Real Spillo-
vers From G20 Emerging 
Markets.”

 Washington, DC

The US Supreme Court on 
Friday gave a boost to a deliv-
ery truck driver’s bid to expand 
the universe of employees in 
interstate commerce who are 
exempted from mandatory arbi-
tration of legal disputes beyond 
workers at transportation com-
panies.

The justices, in a 9-0 ruling, 
threw out a lower court’s dis-

missal of proposed class action 
litigation by Neal Bissonette, a 
delivery driver for LePage Baker-
ies Park Street, a unit of Wonder 
Bread maker Flowers Foods. Bis-
sonette has said Flowers Foods 
deprives drivers of wages by 
treating them as independent 
contractors rather than em-
ployees. Many companies re-
quire workers to sign arbitration 
agreements and claim individual 
arbitration is quicker and more 

efficient than resolving disputes 
in court. Critics of the practice 
have said it prevents companies 
from being held accountable for 
legal violations that affect large 
numbers of workers.

The Federal Arbitration Act 
(FAA), dating to 1925, requires 
arbitration agreements to be en-
forced according to their terms 
but exempts employment con-
tracts “of seamen, railroad em-
ployees, and any other class of 

workers engaged in foreign or 
interstate commerce.”

The Supreme Court in a 2001 
ruling said the exemption ap-
plied only to transportation 
workers. Since then, appeals 
courts have split over whether 
that means any worker who 
transports goods or only those 
employed by companies that 
provide transportation services.

The New York-based 2nd US 
Circuit Court of Appeals in 2022 

decided that the exemption did 
not apply to LePage’s case be-
cause the company’s customers 
were purchasing bread and not 
transportation services.

Bissonette accused LePage of 
misclassifying drivers who de-
livered baked goods to retailers 
as independent contractors and 
depriving them of minimum 
wage, overtime pay and other 
legal protections.

Reuters

 New York

THE global financial world was 
roiled by a flare-up in geopoliti-
cal risks that sent stocks sliding — 
while spurring a flight to the safest 
corners of the market from bonds 
to gold and the dollar. Oil rallied.

Equities got hit at the end of a 
wild week on a news report that 
Israel is bracing for a direct and un-
precedented attack by Iran on gov-
ernment targets as soon as Satur-
day. Treasuries climbed across the 
US curve and the greenback hit the 
highest in 2024. Friday’s economic 
data did little to alter the dimmed 
risk appetite — with consumer sen-
timent down as inflation expecta-
tions rose.

To Matt Maley at Miller Tabak, in-
vestors have been much too com-
placent about about geopolitical 
issues.

“Since gold and oil markets have 
been pricing in a meaningful im-
pact on the marketplace from this 
crisis, it’s not out of the question 
that the stock market will follow,” 
Maley noted. “In other words, in-
vestors will want to remain nimble 
in the coming days and weeks.”

The S&P 500 fell to around 5,150, 
while the Nasdaq 100 dropped 1%, 
led by losses in chipmakers. Treas-
ury 10-year yields declined eight 
basis points to 4.51%. Brent crude 

jumped to its highest since Octo-
ber. Gold hit another record. Haven 
currencies like the Japanese yen 
and the Swiss franc outperformed.

A direct confrontation between 
Israel and Iran would mean a 
significant escalation of the Mid-
dle East conflict and would lead 
to a significant rise in oil prices, 
Commerzbank analysts including 
Carsten Fritsch said.

“Gold prices are up again this 
morning, as more investors view 
it as a better hedge against geopo-
litical risk than government bonds 
due to US inflation concerns,” Mo-
hamed El-Erian, the president of 
Queens’ College, Cambridge and 
a Bloomberg Opinion columnist, 
wrote in a post on X.

Big banks’ results offered the lat-
est window into how the US econ-
omy is faring amid an interest-rate 
trajectory muddied by persistent 
inflation. Wells Fargo & Co. and 
JPMorgan Chase & Co. missed esti-
mates for net interest income. Citi-
group Inc.’s profit topped analysts’ 
estimates as corporations tapped 
markets for financing and consum-
ers leaned on credit cards — signs 
that a prolonged period of elevated 
interest rates will benefit big banks.

“Many economic indicators con-
tinue to be favorable. However, 
looking ahead, we remain alert to 
a number of significant uncertain 

War fears cause 
the stock market 
to drop, driving 
a flight to safety

forces,” Chief Executive Of-
ficer Jamie Dimon said in the 
statement. He cited the wars, 
growing geopolitical tensions, 
persistent inflationary pres-
sures and the effects of quan-
titative tightening.

Escalating geopolitical ten-
sions — most recently in the 
Middle East but also including 
attacks on Russian energy in-
frastructure by Ukraine — have 
spurred bullish activity in the 
oil options market. There’s 
been elevated buying of call 
options — which profit when 
prices rise — in recent days, as 
implied volatility climbs. The 
options on Brent are still trad-
ing at a premium over bearish 
puts.

Treasuries rallied sharply 
Friday, pulling yields from 
near year-to-date highs. Yields 
on two- to 10-year notes tum-
bled as much as 10 basis points 
at one stage — amid gains for 
government bonds globally.

The rally comes on the heels 
of the Treasury market’s worst 
two days since February, a sell-
off driven by inflation readings 
that savaged expectations for 
Federal Reserve interest-rate 

cuts this year.
Pacific Investment Manage-

ment Co. warned that the Fed-
eral Reserve could pivot back 
toward interest rate hikes if US 
inflation moves higher, with 
the asset manager preferring 
to buy bonds in other markets.

“If inflation starts to re-
emerge then there’s a pos-
sibility that the Fed hikes in-
stead of delivering any cuts,” 
Mohit Mittal, chief investment 
officer for core strategies at 
Pimco, said in an interview on 
Bloomberg Television.

Fed Bank of Boston Presi-
dent Susan Collins reiterated 
she sees no urgency to cut in-
terest rates in the near term, 
given elevated inflation and 
the resilience of the labor mar-
ket.

Inflation figures this week 
were on the “high end” of what 
was expected, Collins said. She 
anticipates inflation will con-
tinue to ease, but it will likely 
take longer than previously 
thought.

While shifting expectations 
around the timing and pace 
of the first cuts are likely to 
create further yield volatility 

in the near term, UBS’s Chief 
Investment Office thinks the 
more important point is that 
the US central bank remains 
set to start easing this year. 
With a low probability of the 
Fed needing to hike rates fur-
ther, CIO maintains their posi-
tive outlook on quality bonds.

“We continue to favor qual-
ity bonds in our global portfo-
lios and recommend investors 
lock in attractive yields before 
rates fall this year,” said Solita 
Marcelli at UBS Global Wealth 
Management. “We like those 
with 1–10-year duration, as 
well as sustainable bonds. We 
also think investors should 
consider an active exposure to 
fixed income to improve diver-
sification.”

Equity markets have re-
mained resilient in recent 
weeks despite a hawkish turn 
from Fed officials. Bond mar-
kets are now pricing two rate 
cuts by the end of the year, 
compared with six just three 
months ago, yet both the S&P 
500 and the Nasdaq 100 are 
still hovering near record 
highs.

Bloomberg

 By Guardian Reporter

AFRICA’S vast hydrocarbon reserves, totaling approxi-
mately 125.3 billion barrels of crude oil and 620 trillion 
cubic feet of proven gas, offer enticing investment oppor-
tunities for global E&P players.

A statement released by the African Energy Chamber 
yesterday, which was made available to this journalist, 
emphasized the importance of collaboration between 
financial resources and technical expertise.

“African nations must collaborate with global E&P 
firms possessing both financial resources and technical 
expertise to maximize the development and utilization 
of these reserves,” the statement reads in part.

Keeping this objective in focus, Kosmos Energy has 
stepped up as a diamond sponsor for this year’s African 
Energy Week (AEW), reaffirming its dedication to propel-
ling sustainable investment in the African energy sector.

At this year’s AEW, the US-based company will build on 
past discussions, reinforcing its dedication to boosting 
investments across the continent. As a leading energy in-
vestor in Africa, it continues to drive stability and growth 
in African energy markets and economies.

In Senegal and Mauritania, Kosmos Energy has 
emerged as an investment champion, advancing these 
nations closer to first gas production through the devel-
opment of the Greater Tortue Ahmeyim liquified natural 
gas (LNG) project, slated to commence gas production 
this year.

The company also assumed operatorship of the 
Yakaar-Teranga project in Senegal in November 2023, 
underscoring its commitment to driving investments to-
wards unlocking Senegal’s full energy potential.

In Ghana, Kosmos Energy’s investments are pivotal 
in shaping the stability of the oil and gas industry, with 
the firm expanding its production in-country through 
the successful launch of the Jubilee South East Project in 
2023.

The firm is also investing in oil and gas decarboniza-
tion solutions at the Jubilee and TEN fields in Ghana, with 
a target to eliminate routine gas flaring by 2026, high-
lighting its commitment to balancing industrialization 
and environmental sustainability.

Additionally, the company continues to support the 
development of Ghana’s next-generation workforce 
through initiatives like the Kosmos Innovation Center, 
which helps young entrepreneurs turn their ideas into 
viable businesses and works alongside promising small 
businesses to help them reach their full potential.

In Equatorial Guinea, Kosmos Energy continues to 
make significant strides with investments in optimizing 
production at the Ceiba and Okume fields, as well as ex-
ploration with the Akeng Deep prospect.

“With Africa’s pursuit of sustainable development 
hinging on the full exploitation of energy resources, in-
vestments from companies like Kosmos Energy will be 
essential in unlocking new opportunities across the en-
ergy sector and related industries,” NJ Ayuk, the Execu-
tive Chairman of the African Energy Chamber stated.

US firm ready to 
unlock Africa’s 
energy potential
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ITV PGM 
SCHEDULE
 SUNDAY 7 April
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap rpt: Laws of love
11:45	 Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt: 
12:45     Mjue zaidi
13:30     Usafiri wako
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Slay Queen
20:00	 Habari
21:05	 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:10	 Igizo: Mizengwe 
21:25     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa 

Jackpot
21:40	 Mjue Zaidi
22:20     Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al jazeera

MONDAY 8 April
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap: Laws of love rpt
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      ITV Top Ten rpt 
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al jazeera  
12:30      Jungu Kuu
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00	 Mjue Zaidi
13:40 	 Art and Lifestyle 
13:55     Habari za saa
14:00 	 Art and Lifestyle 
14:20	 Soap rpt: Slay Queen
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00      Meza huru:
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
17:00	 Music: The Base	
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:15     Igizo: Mizengwe
18:30   	DW: Afrimaxx
19:00	 Afya ya Jamii 	
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	

21:05	 Dakika 45
22:00     Kipindi maalum: NHIF
22:15     Bundesliga na DW
22:30     Soap: Uzalo
23:00    Jiji letu
23:30   	Music: The Base	
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

TUESDAY 9 April
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha kishindo
9:30       Soap: Laws of love
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:25	  Jagina
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt 
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00	  Al Jazeera
12:30      Afya ya jamii
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00     Kipindi maalum: NHIF rpt
13:20     Usafiri Wako rpt
13:50      Shikabamba
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00      Shikabamba
14:25     Igizo rpt: Slay Queen
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00      Meza Huru
16:30   	Watoto wetu
17:00	 Music: The Base 
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:15     Mapishi
18:30      Kipindi Maalum: Sema na 

Mahakama 
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni 

Nyumba
21:35     Kipindi Maalum: Nishati na 

Mazingira
21:50     Chetu ni chetu 
22:30	 Soap: Uzalo
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

WEDNESDAY 10 April 
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap: Laws of love 
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu

10:30      Jungu Kuu rpt
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      Mjue Zaidi rpt 
11:40     Kipindi maalum rpt: Nishati na 

Mazingira
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera
12:30      Bundesliga na DW rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00      Dakika 45 rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00      Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:40      Kipindi maalum: NHIF rpt
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu 
17:00	 Music: The Base
18:00	 Hapa na Pale 
18:15     Igizo: Mizengwe
18:30     Jarida la wanawake 
19:00     Kipindi maalum: BOT
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05     Aibu Yako
21:05     Kipindi maalum: Watumishi 

Housing
21:20	 Kipindi maalum: Tanesco
21:50     Ripoti maalum:
22:30 	 Soap: Uzalo
23:00    Jiji letu 
23:30   	Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

THURSDAY 11 April 
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap rpt: Laws of love
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30      Shamba lulu
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      Ripoti maalum 
11:40     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Nishati na 

Mazingira
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30      Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00      Kipindi maalum rpt: BOT 
13:30      Art and Lifestyle 
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Shamsham za pwani rpt
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00     Meza huru
16:30     Watoto wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15	 Jagina
18:45	 Usafiri wako
19:15     Kipindi maalum: TAMISEMI

19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera
		
FRIDAY 12 April
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha kishindo
9:30       Soap rpt: Laws of love
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30     Usafiri wako
10:55     Habari za saa
11:00      Kipindi maalum: Watumishi 

housing
11:20     Kipindi maalum rpt: TAMISEMI 
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30	 Kipindi maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55     Habari za saa
13:00     Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni 

Nyumba rpt
13:30     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na 

Mahakama
13:55     Habari za saa
14:00     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na 

Mahakama
14:30	 DW: Afrimaxx rpt
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru:
16:30	 Watoto Wetu
17:00	 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30      Kiislam
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15      Top ten
19:00      Shamba lulu
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipima Joto
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

SATURDAY 13 April
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu
10:05	 Shika Bamba 5
10:35     Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15     Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50     Art and lifestyle
13:20     Shamba lulu
13:50     Soap rpt: Laws of love 
15:45     Igizo: Mizengwe

16:10     Igizo: Slay Queen
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:15     ITV Top 10 rpt
19:00	 Jungu kuu
19:30	 Shika Bamba	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05     Igizo: Slay Queen
21:40     Art and Lifestyle
22:10	 ITV Top 10
22:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:40	 Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al Jazeera
	
SUNDAY 14 April
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap rpt: Laws of love
11:45	 Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt: 
12:45     Mjue zaidi
13:30     Usafiri wako
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Slay Queen
20:00	 Habari
21:05	 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:10	 Igizo: Mizengwe 
21:25     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa 

Jackpot
21:40	 Mjue Zaidi
22:20     Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al jazeera

 CAPITAL
 
Sat  06 April
08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Jagina rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Our Earth rpt
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Aljazeera
14:30Telenovela rpt I Plead Guilty RPT
 17:15	 Eco@Africa
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Ripoti Maalum
20:30 Tommorrow Today
21:00 	 Out n’ About

21:30	 Capchat Rpt
23:00  Al Jazeera
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun 07 April
08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 DW
12:00	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Dw
15:15 Aibu yako
15:30	 Rev rpt 
16:00 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Eco@Africa
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Jagina
20:30 Out & About rpt
21:00	 Dw News Africa
21:30	 Capchat live
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: I Plead Guilty Rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Mon 08 Apr
06:00 	 Al jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Business edition
12:00 Out and About 
12:30 Our earth
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: I Plead Guilty Rpt 
14:00 Ripoti maalum
14:45 Sports Gazette
15:15 Jagina
16:00	 Tommorow Today
16:30	 Eco@Africa
17:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
17:30	  Meza huru
19:00 	  The Décor rpt
19:30	  Shamba lulu
20:00	  Innovation Rpt
20:45	  The Monday Agenda
21:30 	  Capital Prime News
22:00	  Kipima Joto
00:00	  Al Jazeera

Tues  09 Apr
06:00 	 Al jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Monday agenda rpt
12:15 Spots gazette
12:45 Filler doc 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: I Plead Guilty Rpt 
14:00	 Business Edition Rpt
14:30 Ingood Shape
15:00 Shamba Lulu
15:30 Bundesliga Kick off
16:00	 Culinary Delights Rpt

16:30 Capchat rpt
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Innovation
19:30 Our Earth
20:00	 Décor Rpt
20:45	 Telenovela: I Plead Guilty
21:30 	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Jagina rpt
22:30	 Eco@Africa
23:00	 Al Jazeera

Wed 10 Apr
06:00 	 Al jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Tomorrow Today rpt
12:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
12:30 Our Earth
13:00	 Telenovela I Plead Guilty rpt
14:00	 Capchat
15:00 Out& About rpt
15:30 Eco@ Africa
16:00	 Bussines Edition Rpt
16:30	 Culinary delight rpt
17:00	 Innovation rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 Sports Gazette
19:30	 Chetu ni chetu 
20:00	 Monday Agenda Rpt
20:45	 Telenovela: I Plead Guilty 21:30	

Capital Prime News
22:00	 Dakika 45: 
22:45 The Décor
23:15 	 Al Jazeera

Thurs  11 Apr
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Spots gazette
12:00 Innovation
12:30 Culinary 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: I Plead Guilty rpt
14:00 Our Earth rpt
14:30 DW news Africa rpt
15:00 Jagina rpt
15:30 Mizengwe rpt
16:00	 Tommorrow Today
16:30	 Business edition rpt
17:00	 In good shape
17:30 Meza huru
19:00	 Out & About Rpt
19;30 Eco@Africa 
20:00	  Our Earth Rpt
20:45 Telenovela: I Plead Guilty 21:30	

Capital Prime News
22:00	 Capchat rpt
23:00	 Al Jazeera 

Frid  12 Apr
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Capchat
12:30 Decor

13:00	 Telenovela I Plead Guilty rpt
14:00	 Culinary  rpt
14:30 Ripoti Maalum
15:00 Dk 45 rpt
16:00	 Dw News Africa rpt 
16:30	 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 	 Rev
19:00 Out & About Rpt
20:00	 Aibu Yako
20:15 Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45 	 Telenovela: I Plead Guilty 21:30	

Capital Prime News 
22:00	 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Sat 13 Apr
08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Jagina rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:00	 Out n’about rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Our Earth rpt
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Aljazeera
14:30 Telenovela I Plead Guilty rpt
17:15	 Eco@Africa
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Ripoti Maalum
20:30 Tommorrow Today
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Capchat Rpt
23:00  Al Jazeera
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun  14 Apr
08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 Dw
12:00	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Dw 
15:15 Aibu yako
15:30	 Rev rpt 
16:00 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Eco@Africa
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Jagina
20:30 Out & About rpt
21:00	 Dw News Africa
21:30	 Capchat live
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: I Plead Guilty rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera

BUSINESS NEWS

Kigali

UNLIMITED quantities of flowers from East Africa can 
now be exported to the UK at zero per cent tariff, even if 
they transit via a third country, the UK government an-
nounced on April 11, 2024.

The suspension of 8 per cent duty for cut flowers ap-
plies across the world but will be a big win for major 
flower growing regions in Kenya, Ethiopia, Rwanda, Tan-
zania, and Uganda.

The duty suspension will remain in place for two years 
from April 11, 2024 to June 30, 2026.

This is particularly important for East African flower 
growers who transport their blooms via third-countries 
or auction houses before they arrive in the UK, according 
to the UK government statement.

The UK said that the temporary removal of export tar-
iffs for cut flowers is aim at making trade with the UK eas-
ier and cheaper for growers in East Africa and beyond.

The move is expected to increase trade and further 
strengthen the economic relationship between the UK 
and the region.

ALSO READ: Rwanda fetches Rwf27bn from horticul-
ture exports

UK consumers could win big too – on price, seasonality 
and variety.

John Humphrey said, Trade Commissioner for Africa, 
said that this additional flower power will allow trade to 
bloom.

“We go far when we go together... or in this case, we 
grow far when we grow together, further reinforcing the 
UK’s commitment to the expansion of trade in East Af-
rica,” he noted.

In the fiscal year 2022-2023, Rwanda exported flowers 
worth $4.5 million to the United Kingdom, Netherlands, 
Korea, and other international markets. At least 66 per 
cent of the exports were destined to Netherlands, while 
32 per cent went to the UK.

In 2022, Kenya was ranked as the fourth biggest ex-
porter of cut-flowers in the world, with 6 per cent of 
global cut-flower exports.

Rwanda to export 
flowers to UK at 
zero per cent tariff

 Nairobi

M
ANY Ken-
yans could 
be suffering 
in silence 

from proliferation of on-
line platforms promising 
convenient shopping ex-
perience (e-commerce), 
data from Competition 
Authority of Kenya (CAK) 
shows.

“Due to the conveni-
ence buoyed by rela-
tively high-speed internet 
and availability of smart 
phone devices, Kenyans 
are now purchasing goods 
and services through e-
commerce platforms. This 
means that, there will be 
an increase in complaints 
against e-commerce plat-
forms manipulating con-
sumers through dark com-
mercial patterns,” warns 
the Competition Author-
ity of Kenya in its FY2022-
2023 Annual Report.

Dark commercial pat-
terns are features which 
exploit behavioural biases 
by complicating, hiding, 
or omitting information, 
or by employing manipu-
lative design elements in 
order to trick consumers 
into purchasing a product 
online.

Some of the dark com-
mercial patterns may take 

the form of hidden costs/ 
drip pricing; hidden sub-
scriptions; supply of de-
fective goods; non- refund 
and redress policies; dis-
guised advertising; false 
urgency, creating the im-
pression that a consumer 
will miss out on a deal; and 
privacy concerns.

The Authority received 
a complaint from a con-
sumer who purchased 
books online from Text 
Book Centre Ltd. The web-
site had indicated that any 
purchase of books will at-
tract “free delivery”. After 

CAK reveals the dark side of e-commerce

CBK accepts Ksh 45.7 
billion bids at Nairobi 
weekly T-Bills auction
 NAIROBI

CETRAL Bank of Kenya (CBK) received bids worth Ksh 
46.3 billion at the weekly treasury bills auction that also 
saw the short-term 91-day treasury bills interest rates fall 
below 15% for the first time in months.

CBK is cutting down on domestic borrowing require-
ments, a move that is bolded by a stronger Kenya Shilling 
exchange rate against the US dollar, which implies reduc-
ing the repayment of dollar-denominated foreign debt.

According to the CBK auction results, investors still 
prefer the short-term treasury bills, which received bids 
worth Ksh 16.42 billion against Ksh 4 billion offered, 
an oversubscription of 410.43 percent. The state fiscal 
agent accepted bids worth Ksh 16.38 billion for the three-
month debt instrument.

At the previous week’s treasury bills auction, the 91-
day T-Bill registered an acceptance rate of 90.33 percent 
in the week to raise Ksh 7.85 billion. Overall, spot market 
yields dropped by an average of 1bps w/w across all pa-
pers.

The average accepted yields on the 91-day, 182-day, and 
364-day papers stood at 16.7243 percent, 16.8738 percent 
and 16.9898 percent respectively.

purchasing, the complainant was in-
formed that he would be charged for 
delivery since the free delivery was 
only for post office delivery.

The Authority also handled com-
plaints against Jumia Kenya Limited 
where a consumer purchase food 
online and the order was cancelled 
without a refund.

Another complaint against Jambo 
Shoppe Limited was in relation to 
a consumer who purchased shoes, 
but upon receiving, they were of the 
wrong size and Jambo Shoppe were 
unwilling to remedy the situation.

Acting Competition Authority of 
Kenya Director General Adan Roba 
says the Authority investigated 521 

consumer protection cases during 
the Financial Year 2022/23, which 
represent an increase of 30 per cent 
from the previous year’s complaints 
received, a majority relating to false 
or misleading representations and 
unconscionable conduct.

Financial Services Complaints
During the period under review, 

the Authority says it received a com-
plaint from a consumer who had 
borrowed KSh 240,000 through a 
KCB Platinum Credit Card and was 
charged 6 per cent cash advance in-
terest at the ATM. Information on the 
bank’s website indicated that Plati-
num Credit Card holders were enti-
tled to a 45-day interest-free period.

Central Bank of Kenya. File Photo

Therefore, the complaint ex-
pected this period to lapse on 30th 
April, 2022. On 23rd April, 2022, the 
complaint settled the full amount 
due (KSh 254,602), inclusive the 
aforementioned 6 per cent cash 
advance interest.

Upon interrogating the state-
ment of the credit card, the com-
plainant discovered the bank had 
charged a late payment interest of 
KSh 12,724 and a debit interest of 
KSh 8,857, totalling to KSh 21,581.

After seeking an enquiry re-
garding the unexplained charges, 
the consumer was informed that 
credit card billing is conducted on 
the 15th day of every month and 
that payment ought to be done 
on or before the 30th day of every 
month.

Therefore, the complainant’s 
failure to make any payment on or 
before 30th March, 2022 resulted 
in the late payment fee and debit 
interest. The complainant had not 
been informed of the billing and 
repayment cycles beforehand. The 
Authority undertook investigations 
which relate to false or misleading 
representations and unconscion-
able conduct.

KCB entered into a settlement 
agreement with the Authority, 
committing to waive and refund 
the late payment interest and debit 
charges of KSh 21,581.98, and  up-
date its website  by providing a 
clear explanation that the 45-day 
interest free period offered to their 
credit card holders.

Rwandan exhibitors showcasing flowers at the 
Commonwealth Fair 2023 File Photo
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WORLD
Argentine court blames Iran 
and Hezbollah for deadly 
1994 Jewish center bombing

HONG KONG

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 
now in its 75th year of existence, has outlived its man-
date and is clinging to life by fanning flames beyond 
its scope.

On April 4, 1949, led by the United States, 10 Euro-
pean countries plus Canada signed the North Atlantic 
Treaty in response to the so-called “threat posed by 
the Soviet Union.” 

After the Soviet Union disintegrated in the 1990s, 
however, the military bloc did not dissolve and in re-
verse, extended its sinister grasp beyond its treaty-
defined geographical scope eastwards voraciously, 
expanding its membership to 32 today. 

In recent years, the Asia-Pacific region has been its 
new prey. Analysts warned that in its attempt to inter-
fere in the Asia-Pacific, NATO is exporting “malicious 
poison to Asia,” posing a threat to regional security 
and stability, and hindering the region’s development.

ENCROACHING ASIA-PACIFIC
The U.S. government plans to invite Japanese Prime 

Minister Fumio Kishida to the July NATO summit in 
Washington this year, reported Japanese daily Sankei 
Shimbun. It would mark Kishida’s third consecutive 
year attending NATO summits. 

In June 2022, leaders from four Asia-Pacific coun-
tries -- Japan, South Korea, Australia and New Zealand 
-- attended the NATO summit for the first time in Ma-
drid, Spain. 

In July 2023, during the NATO summit in Lithuania’s 
capital of Vilnius, NATO member leaders met with 
leaders from the four countries, showcasing their clos-
er relationship. As early as 2006, then U.S. Ambassa-
dor to NATO Victoria Nuland proposed the concept of 
“global partnership,” aiming to expand NATO’s global 
influence by establishing contact mechanisms with 

 NATO’s meddling in Asia-Pacific threatens regional peace

Recently, China issued a 
document on further optimiz-
ing payment services and en-
hancing payment convenience, 
with an aim to better meet the 
diverse payment needs of se-
nior citizens and foreign travel-
ers.

How do foreigners in China 
feel about their current pay-
ment experiences? Let’s find 
the answer with David Van de 
Kamp, a Serbian fashion de-
signer.

[15:00, March 27, Checking in 
at hotel]

Van de Kamp came to China 
this time to attend the third 
China Chaoshan International 
Textile and Garment Exhibition 
held in Shantou, south China’s 
Guangdong province from 
March 28 to 30.

On March 27, he arrived at 

the hotel in Shantou he had 
booked. The check-in took him 
just a few minutes.

“I don’t speak much Chinese, 
but the check-in went smooth-
ly. I handed over my passport 
at the front desk, and the staff 
handled it very efficiently,” Van 
de Kamp said.

According to him, it was con-
venient to pay with his Mas-
tercard he obtained in Serbia 
via foreign bank card POS ma-
chines at the front desk. 

“Having installed foreign 
bank card POS machines last 
July, the hotel now accepts 
payments from Mastercard 
and Visa settled at real-time 
exchange rates,” the hotel man-
ager said.

Van de Kamp runs a studio 

that designs and manufactures 
sweaters. He hoped to find 
higher-quality raw materials 
at the China Chaoshan Inter-
national Textile and Garment 
Exhibition this time. The textile 
and garment industry has be-
come one of the distinctive and 
advantageous pillar industries 
in Shantou. Each year, the city 
exports over 1.85 billion pieces 
of products. Within a 40-kilo-
meter radius, there are over 
10,000 enterprises engaged in 
the industry. “I want to hang 
around to see if I can have some 
ideas for designing,” he said.

[19:30, March 27, Taking pub-
lic transport]

After having a short rest at 
the hotel, Van de Kamp went 
out to the streets. “In Serbia, 

the main payment methods 
are bank cards and cash, while 
using mobile apps is more con-
venient in China. I only need to 
bring my phone when going 
out,” he said.

The man applied for a Chi-
nese SIM card and signed up 
for a WeChat account with it. 
“My WeChat account is linked 
to my Serbian bank card, so I 
can pay directly. The card bind-
ing was easy - just following the 
instructions to upload a photo 
of my passport, and complet-
ing verification.”

Van de Kamp went to a his-
torical and cultural block tak-
ing a taxi he hailed on a ride-
hailing app. When he got off the 
taxi, the fare was automatically 
deducted from the account in 

the app.
“I have enabled password-

free payment, so I don’t need 
to manually pay the fare on my 
phone. The deducted amount 
is recorded on my Chinese 
bank card,” he said.

He had previously used a 
foreign bank card to withdraw 
Chinese yuan from an ATM, 
which incurred service charge. 
That’s why he decided to get a 
Chinese bank card.

“Although it is convenient to 
withdraw money with a foreign 
bank card now, I have rarely 
paid with cash and hardly 
needed to specifically with-
draw money ever since I start-
ed using mobile payment,” Van 
de Kamp told People’s Daily.

[20:00, March 27, Shopping]

Van de Kamp walked into 
a clothing store of a shopping 
mall in Shantou, and started 
checking out the designs and 
materials of the garments. 

“Wherever I go, I always visit 
local clothing stores first to 
experience the different dress-
ing styles and preferences. I 
feel the raw materials used for 
these clothes are very good, 
mostly pure wool and other 
natural fibers. The designs also 
emphasize practicality,” Van de 
Kamp said.

Whenever he saw appetiz-
ing food, such as rice noodles, 
sweet soups, and fried tofu, he 
would pause and scan to pay 
with his phone.

He even figured out a pattern: 
“In shops, the vendors usually 

scan my payment QR code; but 
when buying from street stalls, I 
usually scan their receiving QR 
code. Overall, there are many 
payment options, making life 
quite convenient in China.”

Recently, major banks and 
payment institutions in China 
have taken multiple measures 
to further clear payment ob-
stacles for foreigners in China. 
On March 14, the People’s Bank 
of China released a payment 
guide in both Chinese and Eng-
lish, providing foreign travelers 
to China with instructions on 
how to access various payment 
services and the process of us-
ing them.

Nowadays, an increasing 
number of hotels in China ac-
cept payments from foreign 
bank cards, and there are also 
more and more service centers 
that cater to foreigners’ needs. 

A Serbian fashion designer’s day with mobile payment in China

BUENOS AIRES,

 Argentina’s highest criminal court 
reported a new development Thursday 
in the elusive quest for justice in the 
deadliest attack in the country’s history 
— the 1994 bombing of a Jewish commu-
nity center headquarters — concluding 
Iran had planned the attack and Leba-
non’s Hezbollah militant group had ex-
ecuted the plans.

In a ruling obtained by The Associat-
ed Press, Argentina’s Court of Cassation 
deemed Iran and its Lebanese proxy, 
Hezbollah, responsible for the bombing 
in Buenos Aires that leveled the commu-
nity center, killing 85 people, wounding 
300 and devastating Latin America’s 
biggest Jewish community. The court 
said the attack came in retaliation for 
Argentina reneging on a nuclear coop-
eration deal with Tehran.

Alleging Iran’s “political and strate-
gic” role in the bombing, the Argentine 
court paved the way for victims’ families 
to bring lawsuits against the Islamic Re-
public. In the past three decades, Iran 
has not turned over citizens convicted 
in Argentina. Interpol arrest warrants 
have led nowhere.

“The significance of these grave hu-
man rights violations for the interna-
tional community as a whole invokes 

a state’s duty to provide judicial pro-
tection,” the ruling said, declaring the 
bombing of the Argentine Jewish Mu-
tual Aid Association community center 
a “crime against humanity.”

The court decision came as no shock. 
Argentina’s judiciary has long main-
tained Iran was behind the attack, chill-
ing relations between the countries — 
particularly after the collapse of a joint 
investigation. Iran has denied involve-
ment. A spokesperson for Hezbollah, 
Israel’s archenemy on its northern bor-
der, did not immediately respond to a 
request for comment.

What some said they found shock-
ing, rather, was the court’s failure to 
provide concrete evidence of Iran’s di-
rect involvement or shed new light on 
the case after 30 years of setbacks and 
scandals.

“I would never rule Iran out, it’s cer-
tainly on the list of suspects, but let’s 
do something specific to rule it in,” said 
Joe Goldman, who co-authored a book 
about the winding investigations into 
the Jewish community center attack as 
well as bombing of the Israeli embassy 
in Buenos Aires that killed more than 
20 people in 1992. “That would be a 
serious investigation that we haven’t 
seen.”

The court singled out top Iranian of-

MOSCOW

Russia has never rejected a peace solution to the Ukrai-
nian conflict, but views the Ukrainian-themed conference, 
to be held in Switzerland without Russia’s participation, as 
a ‘freak show,’ Russian President Vladimir Putin told his Be-
larusian counterpart Alexander Lukashenko during talks in 
Moscow.

The Belarusian leader, in turn, spoke about West’s growing 
military presence on his country’s borders and thanked Rus-
sia for its economic assistance.

TASS gathered key remarks made by the two leaders.

Peaceful solution to Ukrainian conflict
“We have never refused to resolve disputes peacefully. 

Moreover, this is exactly what we were inclined to do,” the 
Russian president said, adding that these efforts led to major 
negotiations that culminated in Istanbul.

Moscow heeded calls that “Ukraine should not sign it 
[those agreements] ‘at a gunpoint’,” and withdrew its troops 
from Kiev, but “then, under the pressure from the West, the 
Ukrainian side walked out of these agreements.” “Immedi-
ately after we did this, our agreements were thrown into a 
trash bin,” Putin added. Ukraine has realized that it won’t 
defeat Russia on the battlefield, Putin said. “They refused to 
negotiate. And now they are in a rather difficult situation.”

Putin said he would seek Lukashenko’s mediation, should 
the need for new talks arise. The Belarusian leader replied 
that he supported Russia’s stance on the issue.

Swiss conference on Ukraine
The conference in Switzerland “is some kind of a freak 

show now,” Putin said. “We have not been invited. And they 
say that we have rejected it.” “They believe that we don’t be-
long there. And at the same time, they say that it is impos-
sible to resolve anything without us,” the Russian president 
continued. “It would have been funny, if it were not so sad.”

Lukashenko replied that in the absence of Russia, partici-
pants of the Ukrainian-themed conference in Switzerland 
can only agree on further escalation.

Strikes on energy facilities
Russia is repelling attacks on its energy facilities and has to 

retaliate. Moreover, its troops “did not carry out any strikes” 
during the winter due to humanitarian considerations.

“We did not want to leave social institutions, hospitals 
and so on without power supply. But after a series of strikes 
on our energy facilities, we were forced to respond,” Putin 
stated.

Strikes on energy facilities in Ukraine are a part of the 
demilitarization process, because they directly affect the 
country’s defense industry, the Russian president continued. 
“First of all, we assume that this is how we affect the defense 
industry of Ukraine, and affect it directly,” Putin said.

At the same time, Moscow is ready to negotiate for a peace-
ful solution to all issues. Lukashenko replied that Kiev is pro-
voking Moscow into delivering such strikes.

Hopes for common sense
In response to Lukashenko’s remarks that Ukrainians will 

soon come to their senses, Putin replied: “Let them decide 
for themselves.”

Situation on the border
Putin also announced a conversation “on security issues 

along western borders of both Russia and Belarus.” Lukash-
enko replied that the situation is difficult, and Minsk is forced 
to “deploy its forces” amid growing Western military pres-
ence.

‘Russian threat’ to West
Claims that Russia may attack Western countries are non-

sense, disseminated by governments “to explain and justify 
their expenditures on the war in Ukraine.”

Lukashenko agreed that Russia and Belarus “have got 
enough own problems,” so Minsk and Moscow have never 
discussed any plans to capture Europe.

Space exploration
Putin noted a major bilateral event - the return to the Earth 

of Marina Vasilevskaya, the first Belarusian woman to be 
launched into space.

“Also, a good event took place today. Our new rocket flew 
into space from a new cosmodrome. It was a heavy [rocket]. 
It was a yet another stage in the development of Russia’s 
space industry,” the Russian leader added.

Economic relations
The two states’ economic relations “develop successfully,” 

the Russian president said.
“Our growth in the first months of the current year was 

even faster than last year. There is greater diversification, 
increasing cooperation and complementarity - in general, 
everything is on the rise.”

Peace solution, strikes and ‘Russian threat’: 
remarks by Putin and Lukashenko

ficials and paramilitary Revolution-
ary Guard commanders in its deter-
mination that Iran carried out the 
bombings in response to Argentina 
scrapping three contracts that would 
have provided Tehran with nuclear 
technology in the mid-1980s. Its con-
clusions were based on confidential 
intelligence reports.

In light of the court ruling, Israel 
asked Argentina to declare the Revo-
lutionary Guard a terrorist organiza-
tion. Israeli Foreign Minister Israel 
Katz said in a statement Friday that 
he reached out to his counterpart 
in Argentina, Diana Mondino, to de-
liver the request. The two spoke late 
Thursday, Katz said.

Past inquiries into the bombings 
have turned up indictments, not just 
against Iranian officials but also two 
former Argentine presidents. 

In 2015, the chief prosecutor in the 
case was mysteriously found dead in 
his bathroom the day before he was 
to go public with claims that top Ar-
gentine officials had conspired with 
Iran to cover up responsibility for 
the bombing. Over the years, wit-
nesses have been threatened and 
bribed. 

On Thursday, the Court of Cas-
sation reduced by two years the 
six-year sentence of an Argentine 

judge accused of paying a witness 
$400,000, and upheld other sentenc-
es against former prosecutors.

Thursday’s ruling comes just 
months ahead of the event’s 30th an-
niversary. Even as the case has stalled 
for years, Argentine authorities have 
timed big announcements to coin-
cide with anniversaries of the bloody 
attack. When marking 25 years since 
the attack, Argentina designated He-
zbollah a terrorist organization and 
froze the group’s financial assets.

Representatives from Argentina’s 
Jewish community, home to some 
230,000 Jews, praised Thursday’s 
court ruling as “historic, unique in Ar-
gentina.” “It’s politically opportune,” 
added Jorge Knoblovits, the presi-
dent of Argentina’s umbrella Jewish 
organization, pointing to renewed 
scrutiny of Iran’s support for militant 
groups following Hamas’ devastating 
Oct. 7 attack on Israel.

But for the relatives of those killed 
in the bombings, the ruling was just a 
grim reminder of their anguish as the 
case remains open.

“We hope one day complete justice 
and truth will come,” said Memoria 
Activa, an association of families of 
victims of the attack. “And that these 
judges will stop profiting from our 
dead.”

Japan, South Korea, Australia and 
New Zealand.

From 2012 to 2014, NATO 
signed an Individual Partnership 
Cooperation Program with the 
four countries respectively. In 
2014, 

NATO proposed the Partner-
ship Interoperability Initiative to 
allow other countries to partici-
pate in NATO-led military opera-
tions. The four Asia-Pacific states 
all joined the platform. 

NATO also tried to establish a li-
aison office in Tokyo as its first op-
erational unit in the Asia-Pacific 
region but had to shelve the plan 
due to opposition from France. 

Additionally, some NATO sub-
ordinate agencies have actively 
absorbed Asia-Pacific countries. 
South Korea and Japan joined the 
NATO Cooperative Cyber Defence 
Center of Excellence in 2022. Aus-
tralia and India have also joined 
this mechanism.

Meanwhile, NATO members 
have increased their military ac-
tivities in the Asia-Pacific region 
in recent years. In 2021, Britain 
dispatched the HMS Queen Eliza-
beth aircraft carrier strike group 
to the Asia-Pacific, which includ-
ed vessels from the United States 
and the Netherlands. 

A U.S. Naval Institute’s commen-
tary said that the involvement of 
Dutch warships gives the fleet 
a “true NATO character.” The 
same year, Germany dispatched 
its frigate “Bavaria” to the Asia-
Pacific. Canadian warships have 
also been active in the Western 
Pacific region in recent years.

SERVING U.S. HEGEMONY
The United States is the 

behind-the-scenes instigator 
of NATO’s outreach into the 
Asia-Pacific. Washington ma-
nipulates the bloc to advance 
its “Indo-Pacific strategy” and 
hegemonic strategies of selling 
security anxieties for its self-
interest, heightening regional 
tensions. NATO has used similar 
tricks in its recent Asia-Pacific 
engagement to those in its east-
wards expansion. 

It first hyped up a “hypotheti-
cal enemy,” inciting anxiety and 
fear among regional countries 
and compelling them to align 
with the United States for a false 

In this file photo, a man walks over the rubble left after a bomb exploded at the Argentine 
Israelite Mutual Association (AMIA) in Buenos Aires on July 18, 1994. AFP

sense of security. 
In the Asia-Pacific, the U.S.-led 

NATO frames China as a “systemic 
challenge.”

 In recent years, the United 
States, in its efforts to maintain 
global hegemony, has become in-
creasingly overt about its inten-
tions to contain China. 

And NATO’s framing of China 
has also been exacerbated in line 
with U.S. policies. NATO viewed 
China as a major subject of con-
cern for the first time at its London 
Summit in 2019 when the summit 
communique stated that China 
presented “both opportunities and 
challenges.” 

In 2021, NATO further depicted 
China as a “systemic challenge” to 
the “rules-based international or-
der” and to areas relevant to NATO 
security.

At the Madrid summit in 2022, 
NATO accused China of “endanger-
ing NATO security” and constitut-
ing a “systemic challenge.”

Analysts have pointed out that 
NATO’s distortion and vilification 
of China are largely fueled by the 
United States. Joshua Shifrinson, 
an associate professor at the Uni-
versity of Maryland, said that the 
United States wants further NATO 
involvement in Asia because Amer-
ican defense planners increasingly 
focus on China. 

		  Xinhua
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 The Xi’an Guojigang 
Railway Station in Xi’an, 
northwest China’s Shaanxi 
province, is the railway sta-
tion that sees the most trips 
made by China-Europe 
freight trains across China. 
It is designed to handle 5.4 
million twenty-foot equiva-
lent units (TEUs) and trans-
port 66 million tons of car-
go via railway each year.

At the massive 500-soc-
cer-pitch-sized station, 
vehicles are always run-
ning in ground slots left 
between neatly stacked 
containers, while gantry 
cranes are working busily. 

Since the China-Europe 
freight train (Xi’an) service 
was launched in 2013, Xi’an 
has handled over 20,000 
China-Europe freight 
trains, or about a quarter 
of China’s total. It operated 
more than 5,000 China-Eu-
rope freight trains in 2023 
alone.

Today, the Xi’an Guoji-
gang Railway Station op-
erates 18 regular interna-
tional routes westward, 
which reach Almaty in Ka-
zakhstan, Tashkent in Uz-
bekistan, and Hamburg in 
Germany, and traverse the 
Caspian Sea, covering the 
entire Eurasian continent 
and connecting Xi’an to 
major international trade 
hubs.

Besides, the station also 
runs scheduled rail-sea in-
termodal services eastward 
to Qingdao, Ningbo, and Li-
anyungang, and operates 
freight services to Vietnam 
and Laos in the south.

Currently, the Xi’an Guo-
jigang Railway Station 
serves as a distribution 
hub for cargos from over 
20 provinces across China 
as 21 rail routes to west Eu-
rope pass through it.

China’s Xi’an sees increasing trips made by China-Europe freight trains

A year after India overtook China to become the world’s 
most populous country, its rapid upward economic tra-
jectory and increasing diplomatic, scientific and military 
weight make it an emerging superpower of ever-growing 
importance to the United States and the world.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed 
Newsweek’s written questions and followed up with a 
90-minute conversation at his official residence with 
Newsweek President and CEO Dev Pragad, Global Editor 
in Chief Nancy Cooper and Editorial Director, Asia, Dan-
ish Manzoor Bhat. Subjects covered ranged from the ma-
jor economic advances made under Modi’s leadership to 
the tension between infrastructure expansion and envi-
ronmental concerns to India’s relationship with China 
and criticism for allegedly curtailing press freedom and 
not bringing along the Muslims who represent some one 
in seven of India’s population of 1.4 billion.

Here are Modi’s answers, edited for space.

On the upcoming election
We have an excellent track record of fulfilling our 

promises. It was a big thing for the people, as they were 
used to promises never being fulfilled.

Our government has worked with the motto of “Sabka 
Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, Sabka Prayas,” which 
means—Together, for everyone’s growth, with everyone’s 
trust and everyone’s efforts.

People have the trust that if someone else has got 
benefits of our programs, it will also reach them. People 
have seen that India has raced ahead from 11th largest 
economy to the fifth largest economy. Now the country’s 
aspiration is that India soon becomes the third largest 
economy.

By the end of the second term, even the most popu-
lar governments start losing support. Discontent toward 
governments has also increased in the last few years in 
the world. India stands out as an exception, where popu-
lar support for our government is increasing. 

On democracy and a free press
We are a democracy, not only because our Constitu-

tion says so, but also because it is in our genes.
India is the mother of democracy. Be it Uttaramerur 

in Tamil Nadu, where you can find inscriptions about 
India’s democratic values from 1100 to 1200 years ago, 
or speak of our scriptures which give examples of politi-
cal power being exercised by broad-based consultative 
bodies. As the largest democracy in the world, over 600 
million people voted in the General Elections in 2019. In 
a few months from now, over 970 million eligible voters 
will exercise their franchise. More than one million poll-
ing stations would be set up across India.

Constantly increasing voter participation is a big cer-
tificate for the people’s faith in Indian democracy.

A democracy like India is able to move ahead and func-
tion only because there is a vibrant feedback mechanism. 
And our media plays an important role in this regard. We 
have around 1.5 lakh [150,000] registered media publica-
tions and hundreds of news channels.

There are a few people in India and in the West who 

Exclusive Interview: Narendra Modi and the unstoppable rise of India

MOSCOW

The recent expansion of BRICS 
points to the growing authority of 
the association on the international 
stage, as it is drawing in states that 
seek to carry out a sovereign foreign 
policy course, Russian Federation 
Council Speaker Valentina Matviyen-
ko said during the meeting with the 
heads of BRICS parliamentary com-
mittees on international affairs.

“This year, new states joined 
BRICS as fully-fledged members - 
Egypt, Iran, the UAE and Ethiopia. 
Undoubtedly, this is an important 
milestone in the history of our asso-
ciation. Such expansion is the best, 
in my view, demonstration of the 
strengthening and growth of BRICS’ 
authority in the international arena, 
its wide capability to affect global 
decision-making,” the speaker said 
during the meeting, organized ahead 
of the BRICS Parliamentary forum, 
which will kick off in St. Petersburg 
on July 11.

Matviyenko noted that BRICS al-
ready makes up over one third of 
global GDP and almost a half of the 
planet’s population.

“One can safely say that, in the 
past 15 years, BRICS has become a 
paragon, I would say, an example of 
successful inter-state cooperation. 
It has developed a firm tradition of 
equal dialogue, with mutual respect 
and obligatory consideration of each 
other’s interests playing the key role. 

In our association, there is no place 
for domination, the desire to impose 
our will on others or ganging up on 
anyone else. This is the association’s 
principal philosophy. And this is ex-
actly why it has become a center of 
attraction for many states that seek 
to carry out a sovereign foreign pol-
icy course,” she said.

The Federation Council Speaker 
said that, during Russia’s BRICS 
chairmanship, the lawmakers will 
do everything in order to contribute 
to the promotion of cooperation in 
three key areas: politics and security, 
economy and finance, cultural and 
humanitarian relations. According 
to the speaker, ensuring energy and 
food security, increasing the BRICS’ 
role in the international monetary 
and financial system must become a 
top priority.

“Overall, the Russian presidency 
aims to take the BRICS partnership 
to a new, higher level. We believe that 
the people of our countries must be 
the main beneficiaries of this coop-
eration,” Matviyenko said.

She underscored that terrorism re-
mains a serious threat that requires 
collective measures. She thanked 
BRICS partners for their solidarity, 
condolences and support, expressed 
after the Crocus City Hall attack.

Matviyenko also expressed her 
concern in regards to the practice of 
imposing sanctions against lawmak-
ers and creating hurdles for the full-
fledged participation of parliamen-
tary delegations in the operation of 
international associations.

“I would like to use this occasion to 
thank you for your efforts in combat-
ing this vicious practice. Sanctions 
against lawmakers are basically sanc-
tions against their voters, against de-
mocracy itself. And I believe that our 
position that the imposition of sanc-
tions against members of national 
parliaments is unacceptable should 
get even stronger and harsher,” she 
said.

BRICS’ authority 
on international 
stage grows, says 
Russian Federation 
Council speaker

“Although Xi’an doesn’t lie on the border 
or the coast, you can see the entire world 
from right here,” said Li Pei, a duty man-
ager of the station.

According to Shao Bo’er, general manag-
er of Xi’an International Inland Port Mul-
timodal Transportation Co., Ltd., which 
operates the China-Europe freight train 
(Xi’an) service, the company’s business 
volume increased by 1.5 times year-on-
year in the first two months of this year.

The company has gained major domes-
tic enterprises like Sany Heavy Industry 
and LiuGong as new clients, as well as 
multinational corporations such as Volk-
swagen, Shao said. Even consigners from 
Japan and South Korea would take Xi’an as 
a transfer hub for their goods to Europe, 
Shao added.

In July 2023, the station upgraded its ser-
vice to a “2.0 version” - with two outbound 
and one inbound full-time schedule trains 
per week.

Full-time schedule trains refer to freight 
trains operating just like passenger trains, 
with fixed train numbers, routes, sched-
ules, and travel times, which ensure reli-
able transportation efficiency.

For example, the cargo service between 
Xi’an and Duisburg, Germany sees two de-
partures from the Xi’an Guojigang Railway 
Station at 3:55 am every Wednesday and 
Saturday. The train arrives in Duisburg 
about 10 days later after traveling 9,908 
kilometers, which is over 30 percent faster 
than regular freight services. The average 
carbon emission of the service is only 1/15 
of air transportation and 1/7 of road trans-
portation.

“We have installed positioning electron-
ic locks powered by the BeiDou Navigation 
Satellite System on containers, allowing 
consigners to track their goods just like ex-
press deliveries,” said Shao.

Although the full-time schedule freight 
train service is slightly more expensive 
than regular services, its quality has at-
tracted an increasing number of manufac-
turers of high-value products.

The bustling logistics signals a positive 
trend of continued economic recovery.

At a battery factory of LONGi Green En-
ergy Technology Co., Ltd. (LONGi), a lead-
ing Chinese enterprise in the solar photo-
voltaic industry based in Xi’an, one solar 
panel is manufactured every 0.8 seconds 

in a spacious and bright 
dust-free workshop that 
covers 17,000 square me-
ters.

“These are the solar pan-
els we’re producing for a 
1 GW photovoltaic project 
in Uzbekistan. There are 
over 2.08 million pieces of 
them, which will be loaded 
into about 3,000 containers 
and transported in batches 
by China-Europe freight 
trains to Tashkent, the capi-
tal of Uzbekistan,” said She 
Haifeng, vice president of 
LONGi.

Photovoltaic modules 
have become a “new star” 
on the cargo list of China-
Europe freight trains in re-
cent years. While tradition-
al products like clothing, 
furniture, and home appli-
ances still make up a signifi-
cant volume, the share of 
new items, including new 
energy vehicles, lithium-ion 

China-Europe freight train X8155 departs from the Xi’an Guojigang Railway Station for Hamburg, Germany on Nov. 28, 2023, which 
marks the 10th anniversary of the China-Europe freight train (Xi’an) service. (Photo: Liu Xiang /People’s Daily Online)

ments in renewable energy with solar 
energy capacity increasing from just 
2,820 MW in 2014 to over 72,000 MW 
now.

India is also well on its way to meet 
the 500 GW of renewable energy ca-
pacity and the climate commitment 
made in the Paris conference by 2030.

We have launched a $2.5 billion dol-
lar National Green hydrogen mission 
which will contribute toward decar-
bonization and avert [a] further 50 
MMT per annum of CO2 emissions by 
2030.

We are launching 10,000 electric 
buses in 100 cities of India at a cost of 
almost $7 billion, giving a major boost 
to green urban mobility and reducing 
noise and air pollution.

India’s per capita emission is already 
less than half of the global average. In-
dia will achieve net-zero emission by 
2070 as announced. 

On competing with China
India, as a democratic polity and 

global economic growth engine, is a 
natural choice for those looking to di-
versify their supply chains.

We have undertaken transformative 
economic reforms: Goods and Service 
Tax, corporate tax reduction, bank-
ruptcy code, reforms in labor laws, re-
laxation in FDI norms. As a result, we 
have made significant improvement in 
ease of doing business. We are striving 
to make our regulatory framework, 
our taxation practices as well as our 
infrastructure at par with global stand-
ards.

We believe that when a country with 
one sixth of the world’s population 
adopts global standards in these sec-
tors, it will have a big positive impact 

have lost [connection with] the people of India—their 
thought processes, feelings and aspirations. These peo-
ple also tend to live in their own echo chamber of alter-
nate realities. They conflate their own dissonance with 
the people with dubious claims of diminishing media 
freedom. 

On infrastructure and the environment
The pace of India’s transformation in the last decade 

has been accelerated by the rapid overhaul of its infra-
structure.

In the last 10 years, our National Highways network 
increased 60 percent, from 91,287 kilometers [56,723 
miles] in 2014 to 146,145 kilometers [90,810 miles] in 
2023. We have more than doubled our airports, from 74 
in 2014 to over 150 in 2024. Supported by our Sagarmala 
project, we have enhanced [the] capacity of our ports 
and improved the operational efficiency. We have started 
the tech-smart “Vande Bharat” trains for the comfort of 
our citizens and UDAN scheme to allow common people 
to fly.

Every road laid is a pathway to progress, every new 
airport opened provides a window to new opportuni-
ties, every railway station redeveloped energizes the lo-
cal economy. We will further harness waterways. We will 
focus on building more metro lines across our cities to 
make urban transport more comfortable. We are build-
ing dedicated freight corridors for increasing efficiency 
of goods as well as passenger movement. Our airlines 
have ordered more than 1,000 planes recently, and this 
shows how fast our aviation infrastructure will grow.

There is no contradiction between our physical infra-
structure building and our commitment to fight climate 
change. In fact, India offers a credible model of how to 
enhance physical infrastructure and yet be at the fore-
front of mitigating climate change: Be it lighting 10 mil-
lion homes through [the] rooftop solar program or 
empowering farmers with solar-powered pumps, be it 
distributing 400 million energy-efficient bulbs and en-
suring 13 million efficient streetlights or having one of 
the fastest adoption of EVs, be it airports or railway sta-
tions or bridges, our infrastructure is leveraging renew-
able energy.

Since 2014, India has massively stepped up invest-

batteries, and photovoltaic 
products is rising rapidly.

“High value-added prod-
ucts such as aerospace com-
ponents, traffic signal equip-
ment, ship structures, and 
mineral fuels account for 
around 50 percent of the 
freight volume,” said Shao.

At the same time, tradition-
al products exported via the 
China-Europe freight service 
are becoming high-end, intel-
ligent, and green. The added 
value of products like elec-
tronics, machinery parts, tex-
tiles, metal ornaments, and 
plastic goods is getting higher 
and higher.

“According to statistics, the 
average value of goods per 
container of full-time sched-
ule China-Europe freight 
trains is around 1 million yuan 
($138,238),” Shao said.

The thriving China-Europe 
freight train service is driving 
the continuous extension of 
an “online Silk Road”.

Adjacent to the Xi’an Guoji-
gang Railway Station sits the 
Xi’an Chanba Cross-Border 
E-Commerce Industrial Park, 
which has gathered over 300 
cross-border e-commerce 
companies and related busi-
nesses.

It is reported that the park 
hosts over 100 foreign e-
commerce live streamers. 
Connected directly to the rail-
way station, the park enables 
customs clearance within 1.5 
hours.

In 2023, the Xi’an Interna-
tional Trade and Logistic Park 
operated a total of 525 cross-
border e-commerce freight 
trains, with cross-border e-
commerce trade exceeding 
10 billion yuan. The combina-
tion of China-Europe freight 
trains and cross-border e-
commerce has become a new 
engine driving regional trade 
growth. People’s Daily

Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi (C) speaks with Newsweek CEO Dev Pragad, Global Editor in Chief 
Nancy Cooper and Editorial Director, Asia Danish Manzoor Bhat

on the world.
Our policies that encourage 

businesses and entrepreneur-
ship, coupled with world-class 
infrastructure and availabil-
ity of skilled talent have yielded 
results. We have major global 
manufacturing entities setting 
up shops in India.

We have initiated Produc-
tion Linked Incentive schemes 
to strengthen manufacturing 
capabilities in India. These PLI 
schemes extend to 14 sectors 
such as electronics, solar mod-
ules, medical devices, automo-
biles, among others.

Given our strengths, India is 
now globally considered most 
suited for manufacturing world-
class goods at competitive cost. 
Apart from producing for the 
world, the vast Indian domestic 
market is an added attraction. 
India is a perfect destination for 
those who want to set up trust-
ed and resilient supply chains. 

On digital payments and 
UPI, a Venmo-like system

I feel there are three im-
portant lessons from the suc-
cess of UPI. First, technology 
should be open, interoperable, 
scalable and secure. Second, 
there should be democratiza-
tion of technology. Third, peo-
ple should be trusted to adapt 
quickly to technology and 
evolve.

UPI is a fine example of In-
dian innovation at its best. I 
see UPI as a simple tool that 
broke countless barriers, from 
financial barriers to geographi-
cal barriers. It has opened the 
world of digital transactions to 
the person at the last mile.

We have expansive economic 
ties with the U.S. In addition, 
we have a large Indian dias-
pora in the country, significant 
two-way tourist flows and over 
300,000 Indian students pursu-
ing higher education in the U.S. 
Given this robust connection, it 
would be mutually beneficial if 
UPI services are made available 
in the U.S. 

Continues on Monday



substitutes. We were 
wasteful and at the 
end of the day we were 
knocked out,” Matola 
admitted.

Though the home 
side was the one that 
caught the eye in the 
early stages of this 
standout fixture of the 
round, and forward Re-
liants Lusajo was in the 
thick of the action with 
a goal in the sixth min-
ute for Mashujaa FC, 
Simba SC still wasted a 
string of promising po-

sitions.
On another day, Sim-

ba SC would have had 
the tie wrapped up by 
half-time, with Dennis 
Kibu and Fabrice Ngo-
ma guilty of squander-
ing scoring opportuni-
ties.

With Mashujaa FC 
reduced to 10 midway 
through the first half, 
Simba SC made the 
most of their numeri-
cal advantage to pin the 
former back to their 
half.

However, the Msim-
bazi Street squad’s foot-
ballers were still miss-
ing their shooting boots 
– especially Ntibazonki-
za, who could have net-
ted as many as three 
himself before his sub-
stitution.

Second-half substi-
tute Freddy Koublan 
was another guilty 
party when, with only 
the goalkeeper to beat, 
he shot wide two min-
utes after the breather. 
Chance after chance 
went begging.

Four minutes later, 
the Ivorian striker was 
once again released by 
Kibu and, this time, he 
got the shooting right 
to level matters for the 
desperate visitors.

Arguably, the best 
chance of the game 
fell to Ntibazonkiza in 
the 61st minute but he 
failed to tap in a low 
pass from Kibu.

For the third time, 
Kibu found Koublan 
whose effort went wide 
off the post in the 71st 
minute and such was 
Simba SC’s dominance 
in the second half.

For all their domi-
nance and control, Sim-
ba SC’s footballers were 
poor where it had mat-
tered most- putting the 
ball into the opponents’ 
net.

Though Ntibazokiza 
got a lot of sticks and 
was even mentioned 
by Matola in his post-
match press, the vet-
eran Burundian winger 

was hardly the only one 
who did not deliver.

The biggest problem 
for Simba SC is that 
now, barring overhaul-
ing a seven-point gap 
with league leaders 
Young Africans SC, they 
look set to end yet an-
other season without 
silverware. They are 
out of the CAF Cham-
pions League and are 
now out of the  CRDB 
Federation Cup.

A season that started 
with talk of wrestling 
away all the titles from 
long-time rival Young 
Africans SC has reached 
a point where only one 
longshot chance of a 
trophy remains. They 
can only blame them-
selves.

It is so easy to ex-
plain. They made a 
mistake in the first half 
of the CRDB Federa-
tion Cup duel and were 
punished for that.

However, they cre-
ated big chances and 
did not score enough. 
They were not clinical 
enough, it is so clear.

The loss was Simba 
SC’s darkest moment of 
the season. It was de-
served and deeply dis-
appointing too.

The same flaws have 
recurred in most big 
games Simba SC has 
played this season. 
Mashujaa FC’s shock-
ing result was just an-
other rude reminder 
that football punishes 
wastefulness.

By Guardian Correspondent

DAR ES SALAAM-based profession-
al golfers, Bryson Nyenza and Hassan 
Kadio, secured a one-stroke lead in 
the second round of the Lina Pro-
fessional Golf Tour which teed off at 
Morogoro Gymkhana Club’s course 
in Morogoro on Thursday.

The two professional golfers re-
turned one-over-par 73 strokes 
apiece to beat their closest pursuer 
Nuru Mollel - who grossed 74 strokes 
- by a shot.

Mollel, who won the first round at 
TPC Golf Course in Kilimanjaro on 
sudden death, managed to return 
two-over-par 74 strokes to end up as 
the overall runner-up.

Kadio, a Dar es Salaam Gymkhana 
Club player, said the battle is still 
tough ahead to beat over 20 profes-
sional golfers from other clubs. He, 
however, was adamant anything 
could happen in the remaining 54 
holes.

Mollel, who won the first round on 
the sudden death play-off after tying 
with Fadhil Nkya, said he hopes to 
recover and play better during the 
second 18-hole showdown slated for 
yesterday.

Tanzania’s only female profession-

al player, Angel Eaton, had a dismal 
start in the second round of the Lina 
PG Tour in Morogoro after carding 84 
strokes. The golf player said she will 
work hard in the remaining 54 holes 
at the climax of the tournament slat-
ed for tomorrow.

“The fight is still on, but anything 
can happen,” she said.

Lina GP Tour is a series of profes-
sional and elite amateur golfers’ 
showdowns to be staged on five dif-
ferent golf courses countrywide.

Lina Nkya family has established 
the Lina Nkya Professional Golf 
Tour in Tanzania to commemorate 
the life of Lina Said Nkya, a pioneer 
and trendsetter in the sport who has 
passed away.

She was among the early batch of 
female golfers in Tanzania and the 
pillar head of Tanzania’s lady golfers’ 
success in regional and global level 
tournaments.

As noted by Ayne, a prominent 
member of the national women’s golf 
team, Lina shouldered the team’s 
success in the All Africa Amateur Golf 
Championship and The Ladies World  
Golf Championship in Argentina.

“Golf fraternity owes her a lot,” 
Ayne noted.
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Misfiring Simba SC now to blame 
after shock Federation Cup exit    

 By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

S
AIDI Ntibazonkiza 
missed a clear-cut 
chance and the 
visitors had many 

other chances to win before 
ultimately falling to CRDB 
Federation Cup outsiders, 
Mashujaa FC, via spot-kicks 
after settling for a 1-1 draw in 
normal time of the Round of 
16 phase’s match.

Simba SC will point to fa-
tigue, having played a tough 
away CAF Champions League 
last-eight game four days 
earlier, for their CRDB Fed-
eration Cup exit but in truth, 
they only have themselves to 
blame.

Assistant coach Selemani 
Matola rightly pointed out 
that they were very wasteful, 
saying: “I think we were bet-
ter than them in the 90 min-
utes, especially in the second 
half after they went one man 
down. We created opportuni-
ties but failed to use them. I 
think as I said at the begin-
ning, fatigue has been very 
cruel for us.”

Whether tired or not, Ma-
tola knows Simba SC can 
only look at themselves as to 
why they are not in the pot 
for the showdown’s quarter-
final draw.

They should have had the 
game dead and buried long 
before it went to extra time 
and penalties, with Malian 
midfielder Sadio Kanoute 
missing the decisive spot-
kick.

“We created chances but 
our finishers were not clini-
cal. We got more than three 
chances, Saidi with only the 
goalkeeper to beat plus the 

Simba SC’s goal-getter Freddy Michael (R) battles for 
an aerial ball with Mashujaa FC’s center-back Samson 
Madeleke as the squads took on each other in a CRDB Fed-
eration Cup Round of 16 match that took place in Kigoma 
on Tuesday. PHOTO: COURTESY OF SIMBA SC

Dar es Salaam’s junior soccer players nurtured by Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete Youth Park center train at the center’s venue recently. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT 
JUMANNE JUMA

Kadio, Nyenza garner 
Lina GP Tour’s lead

By Correspondent Joseph 
Mchekadona

TANZANIA’s judo play-
er Andrew Mlungu will, 
at the end of this month, 
battle it out in the Africa 
Judo Championships slat-
ed to take place in Egypt.

The continental judo 
showdown will also serve 
as African qualifiers for 
the Paris Olympics.

Judo Association of 
Tanzania ( JATA)’s Secre-
tary-General Innocent 
Mallya said the judo 

performer, now based 
in France, will compete 
in the championships 
which are slated for April 
23-27 at Hall 1 of Cairo In-
ternational Stadium.

He said Mlungu- who 
will be accompanied by 
his French coach- is ex-
pected in Cairo two days 
before the champion-
ships.

Mlungu is in France un-
der the sponsorship of-
fered Tanzania Olympic 
Committee (TOC), aiming 
at helping the local judo 

player to qualify for the 
Paris Olympics.

The JATA official noted: 
“Mlungu will, at the end 
of this month, take part 
in the Africa Judo Cham-
pionships which will be 
held in Cairo, Egypt.”

“He is based in France 
under the scholarship 
offered by the Tanzania 
Olympic Committee and 
will be accompanied to 
the championships by 
the coach who trains him 
in France,” he said.

Recently, Mlungu com-

peted in the All African 
Games which were held 
in Ghana, and served as 
Paris Olympics Quali-
fiers. However, the per-
former failed to qualify 
for the Olympics.

Last year, Mlungu won 
a silver medal in the Af-
rican Open Champion-
ships which took place in 
Dakar, Senegal.

He won the medal in 
the 73kg category in the 
Dakar showpiece. He 
won his first bout against 
Gambian Pazland Koga 

and, after that, outshined 
Cameroonian Kom Ted-
dy.

The Tanzanian judo 
player then lost his last 
bout against United 
States of America (USA) 
opponent, Chandler 
Cole.

Judo is an unarmed 
modern Japanese martial 
arts game and it has been 
an Olympic sport since 
1964. It is the most prom-
inent form of Japanese 
wrestling and is compet-
ed internationally.

Mlungu set to compete in Africa Judo Championships

 By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

SIMBA SC Information and Com-
munication Manager Ahmed Ally has 
called upon the club’s fans to rally 
behind the outfit and turn the season 
around together.

Ally issued the plea following the 
presence of mixed emotions and cha-
otic feelings among Simba SC fans af-
ter their team faced two exits in a few 
days- crashing out of the CAF Cham-
pions League quarterfinals and kiss-
ing the CRDB Federation Cup Round 
of 16 goodbye.

The Msimbazi Street squad is 
moreover placed seven points be-
hind long-time rival Yanga in the on-
going NBC Premier League’s log, with 
the former pinning their hopes on 
clinching the top-flight title and giv-
ing its fans something to feel proud 
of.

Ally called on the fans to unite and 
have a strong positive mentality for 
their team, ignore rivals’ words, and 
focus on notching wins in the re-
maining league fixtures.

The official disclosed: “Our team is 
going through a difficult period, but 
it is different from what is narrated, 
there is a lot of non-factual informa-
tion, this is a deliberate plan coordi-
nated by those who do not wish us 
well. Unfortunately, fans have fallen 
into the trap of self-deprecation and 
are insulting themselves.”

“With the best (squad at) Simba SC, 
we were eliminated from the First 
Preliminary Round of the CAF Cham-
pions League by UD Songo, with the 
best squad, we were defeated by the 
Green Warriors in the Federation 
Cup.”

“This is normal life in football, ev-
ery football team goes through diffi-
cult times like these, if we go through 
this path, then it looks like some-
thing strange, we may be judged by 
our size and previous achievements,” 
the official revealed.

He backed his outfit’s players, lead-

ers, and investors- saying it is a unit 
that needs support from the fans so 
it could find solutions to the outfit’s 
problems while acknowledging that 
there are still chances for it to win 
the league.

The official queried: “Today, they 
will tell you our players do not match 
our club’s pedigree, tomorrow the 
investor is (seen as) a problem, the 
next day, the leaders are useless. If 
we had all these problems, wouldn’t 
we have been relegated?”

“Some come out to slander the 
leaders and make fun of the players, 
believing that by doing that shows 
that either they love Simba SC or 
they are the ones who are extremely 
bitter with Simba,” Ally noted.

The Information and Communi-
cation Manager remarked: “When 
Yanga went through their worst days, 
they came out with a statement say-
ing ‘we have loved it unconditionally, 
let it kill us’, this was a very heroic 
statement and they decided to die 
with their team.”

Ally appealed to the Simba SC fans 
to rally behind their team in the re-
maining league fixtures, as the top 
flight is the only competition that 
Simba SC is left with to fight for sil-
verware after facing CAF Champions 
League quarterfinal exit and bowing 
out of CRDB Federation Cup.

The official added: “Right now, we 
have to stand with our team so mat-
ters don’t get worse, we can’t change 
the past but we can create a better 
future.”

“What we are left is the NBC Pre-
mier League. Together, let’s invest in 
this showdown. There is a four-point 
gap. If we stand together, we will get 
past it and clinch the title.”

“This starts with the match against 
Ihefu SC (Saturday), and- after that- 
the match (against Yanga) on April 
20, if we take six points in these 
matches we will be right on track 
in our quest for winning the league 
title,” Ally noted.

Simba official delivers 
genuine plea to fans

 By Correspondent Sabato Kasika

TANZANIA’s dance musicians 
Msafiri Said and Victor Nkambi, 
now suspended by Twanga Pepe-
ta Band, have formed their troupe 
known as VDS Chama la Wana.

The two musicians have opted 
for such a move to continue enter-
taining dance music lovers.

One of the artists, Said, alias 
‘Msafiri Diouf ’, pointed out that 
they are currently registering the 
group at the National Arts Council 
(BASATA) offices so they can con-
tinue to entertain the revelers.

“We have planned to form a 

band that will be made up of many 
young musicians, who know mu-
sic and have the energy to bring a 
challenge to the genre,” the musi-
cian revealed.

The artist, also a reputed rap-
per, added that dance music cur-

rently has a lot of opposition, 
pointing out that they want to 
have a troupe that will face such 
opposition and become success-
ful.

‘Msafiri Diouf ’ confirmed that 
they started the group a long time 

ago, noting they were doing a few 
shows and now they are free to do 
more shows after exiting Twanga 
Pepeta Band.

“I promise our fans that more 
information about the VDS Chama 
la Wana will be clear in the next 

few days after completing all BA-
SATA procedures,” he said.

The musicians are among the 
performers who have served the 
Twanga Pepeta Band for many 
years and have decided to estab-
lish a troupe after they were sus-
pended by the popular troupe’s 
management. 

Diouf, Victor form new music troupe



“I don’t think most of 
America believes I did 
it,” Simpson told The 
New York Times in 1995, 
a week after a jury de-
termined he did not kill 
Brown and Goldman. 
“I’ve gotten thousands 
of letters and telegrams 
from people supporting 
me.”

Twelve years later, 
after an outpouring of 
outrage, Rupert Mur-
doch canceled a planned 
book by the News Corp.-
owned HarperCollins in 
which Simpson offered 
his hypothetical account 
of the killings. It was to 
be titled “If I Did It.”

Goldman’s family, still 
pursuing  the multimil-
lion-dollar wrongful 
death judgment, won 
control of the manu-
script. They retitled the 
book “If I Did It: Confes-
sions of the Killer.”

“It’s all blood money, 
and unfortunately I 
had to join the jackals,” 
Simpson told The Asso-
ciated Press at the time. 
He collected $880,000 
in advance money for 
the book, paid through a 
third party.

“It helped me get out 
of debt and secure my 
homestead,” he said.

Less than two months 
after losing the rights to 
the book,  Simpson was 
arrested in Las Vegas.

Simpson played 11 NFL 
seasons, nine of them 
with the Buffalo Bills, 
where he became known 
as “The Juice.” He won 
four NFL rushing titles, 
rushed for 11,236 yards 
in his career, scored 76 
touchdowns and played 
in five Pro Bowls. His 
best season was 1973, 
when he ran for 2,003 
yards — the first running 
back to break the 2,000-
yard rushing mark.

“I was part of the his-
tory of the game,” he 
said years later. “If I did 
nothing else in my life, 
I’d made my mark.”

Orenthal James Simp-
son was born July 9, 
1947, in San Francisco, 
where he grew up in 
government-subsidized 

housing. After graduat-
ing from high school, 
he enrolled at City Col-
lege of San Francisco 
for a year and a half be-
fore transferring to the 
University of Southern 
California for the spring 
1967 semester.

He married his first 
wife, Marguerite Whit-
ley, on June 24, 1967, 
moving her to Los An-
geles the next day so he 
could begin preparing 
for his first season with 
USC — which, in large 
part because of Simp-
son, won that year’s na-
tional championship.

Simpson  won the 
Heisman Trophy  in 
1968. He accepted the 
statue the same day that 
his first child, Arnelle, 
was born.

He had two sons, Jason 
and Aaren, with his first 
wife; one of those boys, 
Aaren, drowned as a tod-
dler in a swimming pool 
accident in 1979, the 
same year he and Whit-
ley divorced.

Simpson and Brown 
were married in 1985. 
They had two chil-
dren, Justin and Sydney, 
and divorced in 1992. 
Two years later, Nicole 
Brown Simpson was 
found murdered.

“We don’t need to go 
back and relive the worst 
day of our lives,” he told 
the AP 25 years after the 
double slayings. “The 
subject of the moment 
is the subject I will never 
revisit again. My family 
and I have moved on to 
what we call the ‘no neg-
ative zone.’ We focus on 
the positives.”

APImprisoned at 
age 61,  he served nine 
years in a remote north-
ern Nevada lockup, in-
cluding a stint as a gym 
janitor. Many believed 
he was being punished 
for crimes he had been 
acquitted of, including 
the Goldmans.

“It’s a bittersweet mo-
ment,” Fred Goldman 
said. “It was satisfying 
seeing him in shackles 
like he belongs.”

Simpson was not con-

trite when released on 
parole in October 2017. 
The parole board heard 
him insist yet again that 
he was only trying to re-
trieve memorabilia and 
heirlooms stolen from 
him after his criminal 
trial.

“I’ve basically spent 
a conflict-free life, you 
know,” Simpson said.

Simpson lived his final 
years in Las Vegas, most-
ly out of the public eye 
but occasionally taking 
to social media to opine 
about sports and his 
country club lifestyle. 
He was sometimes seen 
attending minor league 
baseball games, and pos-
ing for selfies with fans.

Simpson filed a defa-
mation lawsuit in 2017 
against a Las Vegas Strip 
resort accusing it of tell-
ing a celebrity news site 
that he had been banned 
for being drunk and dis-
ruptive. Attorneys for 
The Cosmopolitan of 
Las Vegas argued that 
Simpson could not be 
defamed because his 
reputation was already 
tarnished. The case was 
settled in 2021 on terms 
that were not disclosed,

Public fascination with 
Simpson never faded. In 
2016, he was the subject 
of an FX miniseries and 
a  five-part ESPN docu-
mentary.

“I don’t think most of 
America believes I did 
it,” Simpson told The 
New York Times in 1995, 
a week after a jury de-
termined he did not kill 
Brown and Goldman. 
“I’ve gotten thousands 
of letters and telegrams 
from people supporting 
me.”

Twelve years later, 
after an outpouring of 
outrage, Rupert Mur-
doch canceled a planned 
book by the News Corp.-
owned HarperCollins in 
which Simpson offered 
his hypothetical account 
of the killings. It was to 
be titled “If I Did It.”

Goldman’s family, still 
pursuing  the multimil-
lion-dollar wrongful 
death judgment, won 

control of the manu-
script. They retitled the 
book “If I Did It: Confes-
sions of the Killer.”

“It’s all blood money, 
and unfortunately I 
had to join the jackals,” 
Simpson told The Asso-
ciated Press at the time. 
He collected $880,000 
in advance money for 
the book, paid through a 
third party.

“It helped me get out 
of debt and secure my 
homestead,” he said.

Less than two months 
after losing the rights to 
the book,  Simpson was 
arrested in Las Vegas.

Simpson played 11 NFL 
seasons, nine of them 
with the Buffalo Bills, 
where he became known 
as “The Juice.” He won 
four NFL rushing titles, 
rushed for 11,236 yards 
in his career, scored 76 
touchdowns and played 
in five Pro Bowls. His 
best season was 1973, 
when he ran for 2,003 
yards — the first running 
back to break the 2,000-
yard rushing mark.

“I was part of the his-
tory of the game,” he 
said years later. “If I did 
nothing else in my life, 
I’d made my mark.”

Orenthal James Simp-
son was born July 9, 
1947, in San Francisco, 
where he grew up in 
government-subsidized 
housing.

After graduating from 
high school, he enrolled 
at City College of San 
Francisco for a year and 
a half before transfer-
ring to the University of 
Southern California for 
the spring 1967 semes-
ter.

He married his first 
wife, Marguerite Whit-
ley, on June 24, 1967, 
moving her to Los An-
geles the next day so he 
could begin preparing 
for his first season with 
USC — which, in large 
part because of Simp-
son, won that year’s na-
tional championship.

Simpson  won the 
Heisman Trophy  in 
1968. He accepted the 
statue the same day that 
his first child, Arnelle, 
was born.

He had two sons, Jason 
and Aaren, with his first 
wife; one of those boys, 
Aaren, drowned as a tod-
dler in a swimming pool 
accident in 1979, the 
same year he and Whit-
ley divorced.

Simpson and Brown 
were married in 1985. 
They had two chil-
dren, Justin and Sydney, 
and divorced in 1992. 
Two years later, Nicole 
Brown Simpson was 
found murdered.

“We don’t need to go 
back and relive the worst 
day of our lives,” he told 
the AP 25 years after the 
double slayings. “The 
subject of the moment 
is the subject I will never 
revisit again. My family 
and I have moved on to 
what we call the ‘no neg-
ative zone.’ We focus on 
the positives.”

AP
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BY  KEN RITTER  AND  LINDA 
DEUTSCH

F
OR a long 
time,  O.J. 
Simpson  was 
the man who 

had it all.
He lived the American 

dream as a sports leg-
end, movie actor, com-
mercial pitchman and 
millionaire. With his 
wildly successful career, 
startling good looks and 
a gorgeous wife, he be-
came an image of suc-
cess for Black Americans 
and was embraced by 
people of all races. It 
was safe for everyone 
to  love Simpson, who 
inhabited a world of 
glamour and privilege 
available to few.

“I’m not Black,  I’m 
O.J.,” he liked to tell 
friends.

It all came crashing 
down  in the summer of 
1994, when Simpson’s 
ex-wife, Nicole Brown 
Simpson, was found 
dead outside her condo-
minium in Los Angeles. 
Her friend Ronald Gold-
man, a waiter who had 
come to her home to re-
turn a pair of eyeglasses 
left behind at a restau-
rant, was lying a few feet 
away, stabbed to death.

Simpson,  who 
died  Wednesday at 76 
of prostate cancer,  im-
mediately came under 
suspicion  amid talk 
of  domestic abuse and 
jealousy.

A criminal-court 
jury  found him not 
guilty of murder in 1995, 
but a separate civil trial 
jury found him liable in 
1997 for the deaths and 
ordered him to pay $33.5 
million to relatives of 
Brown and Goldman.

The criminal case 
was a media sensation. 
Simpson was charged 
with murder, but before 
surrendering, he led 
police on  a slow-speed 
chase  across the free-
ways of Los Angeles. The 
so-called Bronco Chase, 
named for the white 
vehicle he rode in, was 
televised in prime time 
and became the first of 
many TV moments in 
the bizarre saga that en-
grossed America.

“I’ve had a great life, 
great friends,” he said 
in what many believed 
was a suicide note writ-
ten just before he set out 
in the Bronco. “Please 

think of the real O.J. and 
not this lost person.”

His monthslong tele-
vised trial, dubbed “ the 
trial of the century,” 
ended up eclipsing his 
dazzling record as one of 
the most gifted running 
backs in football his-
tory. The trial touched 
on fame and wealth, 
love and hate, the judi-
cial system, the media, 
domestic violence  and 
racism. It was a Greek 
tragedy, soap opera and 
circus sideshow. Ameri-
ca couldn’t get enough.

In 2011, the suit Simp-
son wore when he was 
acquitted was donated 
and displayed at the 
Newseum in Washing-
ton, a remnant of one 
of the biggest American 
news stories of all time.

TV comedians sati-
rized the case. Trial 
Judge Lance Ito was par-
odied by a black-robed 
group of “ Dancing Itos.” 
Prosecutor Marcia Clark 
was wooed by an admir-
er who flew a plane over 
the courthouse with a 
banner asking her to 
marry him.

At the trial, prosecu-
tors painted a picture 
of Simpson as a jealous 
ex-husband and a cold-
blooded killer. They 
pleaded with jurors not 
to be intimidated by his 
“ dream team ” of highly 
paid defense attorneys, 
his charisma as an actor 
or his status as a football 
star.

Evidence found at the 
murder scene seemed 
overwhelmingly against 
Simpson: Bloody foot-
prints in his size were 
there, as were blood 
drops seeming to match 
his DNA and a glove 
identical in style to one 
bought by his slain ex-
wife and worn by him at 
televised football games. 
Another glove, smeared 
with his blood and blood 
of the two victims, was 
found at his home.

But the  science of 
DNA analysis  was in its 
infancy, and there were 
mistakes by police and 
forensic technicians 
in handling evidence. 
When Simpson tried on 
the gloves in court,  he 
couldn’t get them 
onto  his large hands, 
leading to the famous 
line his attorney John-
nie L. Cochran Jr. later 
delivered to jurors: “If it 

doesn’t fit, you must ac-
quit.”

Simpson spoke only 
three words during the 
trial: “They’re too small.” 
Many felt that was 
enough to make his case.

Defense attorneys 
were unwavering in pro-
fessing Simpson’s inno-
cence. He was framed, 
they said, pointing to 
former Los Angeles 
police Detective Mark 
Fuhrman, who denied 
making anti-Black racial 
slurs but recanted after a 
recording was played in 
court. He later pleaded 
guilty to perjury.

It was Fuhrman who 
found the bloody glove 
at Simpson’s home — 
or planted it, as some 
claimed — and it was 
Fuhrman who could not 
be trusted, defense at-
torneys said. Jurors ap-
parently agreed, saying 
Fuhrman’s past weighed 
heavily on their minds.

In his final argument, 
Cochran played up 
racism and compared 
Fuhrman to Adolf Hitler.

The acquittal  was 
viewed by millions on 
TV and on a Jumbotron 
in New York’s Times 
Square. President Bill 
Clinton took a break 
from meetings to watch.

Simpson’s efforts to 
resume his old life were 
undermined by  Ron 
Goldman’s family. They 
believed Simpson was 
guilty and pursued their 
wrongful death lawsuit 
relentlessly. In a civil tri-
al, a jury found Simpson 
liable for the murders 
and ordered him to pay 
$33.5 million in damages 
to the Goldmans and Ni-
cole Brown Simpson’s 
family.

Hundreds of valuable 
possessions were seized 
as part of the award, and 
Simpson was forced to 
auction his Heisman Tro-
phy, fetching $230,000. 
He never could pay off 
the $33.5 million, saying 
he lived only on his NFL 
and private pensions.

“The money is not the 
issue, it never has been,” 
Goldman’s father, Fred 
Goldman, said. “It’s mak-
ing certain that one man, 
the man who murdered 
my son and Nicole, is 
held responsible by a 
court of law.”

In a statement Thurs-
day, Fred Goldman and 
his daughter Kim noted 

that with Simpson’s 
death, “the hope for 
true accountability has 
ended.”

A decade later, still 
shadowed by the Cali-
fornia wrongful death 
judgment, Simpson 
led five men he barely 
knew into a confronta-
tion with  two sports 
memorabilia dealers  in 
a cramped Las Vegas ho-
tel room. Two men with 
Simpson had guns. A 
jury convicted Simpson 
of armed robbery and 
other felonies.

Imprisoned at age 
61,  he served nine 
years in a remote north-
ern Nevada lockup, in-
cluding a stint as a gym 
janitor. Many believed 
he was being punished 
for crimes he had been 
acquitted of, including 
the Goldmans.

“It’s a bittersweet mo-
ment,” Fred Goldman 
said. “It was satisfying 
seeing him in shackles 
like he belongs.”

Simpson was not con-
trite when released on 
parole in October 2017. 
The parole board heard 
him insist yet again that 
he was only trying to re-
trieve memorabilia and 
heirlooms stolen from 
him after his criminal 
trial.

“I’ve basically spent 
a conflict-free life, you 
know,” Simpson said.

Simpson lived his final 
years in Las Vegas, most-
ly out of the public eye 
but occasionally taking 
to social media to opine 
about sports and his 
country club lifestyle. 
He was sometimes seen 
attending minor league 
baseball games, and pos-
ing for selfies with fans.

Simpson filed a defa-
mation lawsuit in 2017 
against a Las Vegas Strip 
resort accusing it of tell-
ing a celebrity news site 
that he had been banned 
for being drunk and dis-
ruptive. Attorneys for 
The Cosmopolitan of 
Las Vegas argued that 
Simpson could not be 
defamed because his 
reputation was already 
tarnished. The case was 
settled in 2021 on terms 
that were not disclosed,

Public fascination with 
Simpson never faded. In 
2016, he was the subject 
of an FX miniseries and 
a  five-part ESPN docu-
mentary.

Legendary athlete, 
actor and millionaire: 
O.J. Simpson’s murder 
trial lost him the 
American dream

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

 LONDON

LIVERPOOL captain Virgil van 
Dijk said the Reds must react im-
mediately to a Europa League 
humbling by Atalanta if they are 
to keep alive their hopes of win-
ning the Premier League in Jurgen 
Klopp’s final season.

Klopp’s men were beaten at An-
field for the first time in 14 months 
on Thursday as a 3-0 victory put 
Atalanta on the brink of the Eu-

ropa League semi-finals.
Liverpool are second in a tight 

three-way battle for the Premier 
League title, behind leaders Arse-
nal  only on goal difference with 
seven games to go.

They have less than 72 hours to 
recover before hosting  Crystal 
Palace  on Sunday and can ill af-
ford any slip up against the Eagles.

“It hurts, we didn’t lose here for 
a long time,” said Van Dijk. “They 
punished us for being sloppy in 

possession. This will definitely 
hurt tonight and then from tomor-
row we need to switch it back on 
to get a result.”

Gianluca Scamacca  scored 
twice either side of half-time be-
fore Mario Pasalic rounded off a 
famous night for the Italians, who 
have only ever reached one previ-
ous European semi-final.

 AFP 

Liver need to ‘switch back on’ after 
Europa League flop, says Van Dijk

FILE- Defendant O.J. Simpson is surrounded by his defense attorneys, from left, Johnnie L. 
Cochran Jr., Peter Neufeld, Robert Shapiro, Robert Kardashian, and Robert Blasier, seated 
at left, at the close of defense arguments in his murder trial, Thursday, Sept. 28, 1995, in Los 
Angeles. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted 
of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, 
has died. He was 76. AP



 

tion Cup quarterfinal.
Still, Mecky Mexime’s 

side have struggled 
for consistency in the 
league, recording four 
wins, two draws, and 
four losses in their last 
10 matches.

Despite recent stum-
bles, Ihefu SC’s aspira-
tions for a spot in next 
year’s CAF Confedera-
tion Cup are very much 
alive, mirroring the in-
consistency that seems 
to be a widespread afflic-
tion among contenders.

Ihefu SC remains a 
formidable force, pos-
sessing the guile to dis-
sect Simba SC’s leaking 
defense.

Following Simba SC’s 
recent performance 
against Mashujaa FC and 
Al Ahly, a veneer of vul-
nerability has surfaced, 
adding intrigue to this 
encounter.

With Duke Abuya, 
Maruf Tchakei, and Elvis 
Rupia, Ihefu SC possess-
es a formidable trio.

In Rupia, they have 
one of the league’s most 
in-form strikers. His 
presence upfront adds 
a layer of threat, elevat-
ing Ihefu SC’s attacking 
prowess.

The trio’s role be-
comes increasingly 
pivotal as they eye con-
tinental qualification, 
instilling confidence 
within the squad.

In head-to-head re-
cords Simba SC won 
the reverse fixture 2-1 
back in October, mean-
ing they have won each 
of the past five Premier 
League meetings be-
tween the two sides.

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

T
ODAY’s NBC Pre-
mier League en-
counter between 
Ihefu SC and Simba 

SC is more than just another 
chapter in their rivalry, it is a 
battle with significant impli-
cations for continental quali-
fication.

In a high-octane clash 
scheduled for a 4 pm kickoff 
at Liti Stadium in Singida, Ihe-
fu SC plays host to Simba SC.

Both teams eye a critical 
victory to intensify the chase 
on their counterparts higher 
up the league table.

Simba SC, currently nestled 
in third place, finds them-
selves at a crossroads. After 
a shocking midweek defeat 
to Mashujaa FC- a result that 
knocked them out of the 
CRDB Federation Cup and left 
fans reeling—the Msimbazi 
Street team is hungry to re-
turn to winning ways.

Although Simba SC’s 
dreams of securing CRDB Fed-
eration Cup glory and enjoy-
ing a successful CAF Champi-
ons League push have been 
quashed, their quest for NBC 
Premier League triumph en-
dures.

And with two games in 

Liver need to ‘switch back 
on’ after Europa League 
flop, says Van Dijk
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Simba SC faces Ihefu SC in battle for 
redemption in Premier League
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Geita Gold FC, Mtibwa Sugar in 2023/24 NBC PL relegation six-pointer  

By Correspondent Seth Mapoli

IN a highly anticipated NBC Premier League match-
up this evening, Ihefu FC gears up to host Tanzania’s 
powerhouse Simba SC at the CCM Liti Stadium in Sin-
gida.

The encounter’s kickoff is set for 4 pm EAT, and 
both teams have a lot riding on this crucial tie.

The home side, Ihefu SC, is desperate for points to 
climb away from the relegation zone, while Simba 
SC seeks to bounce back from a string of losses and 
maintain their title challenge.

Mecky Mexime, Ihefu SC’s head coach, voiced his 
team’s readiness for the challenging encounter, stat-
ing: “We are well prepared for this difficult game in 
the NBC Premier League today. We face Simba SC, the 
top team in NBC Premier League Despite Simba SC’s 
recent string of losses, we understand the quality of 
the opponent we’re up against.”

Discussing his squad’s current aspirations in the 
league, Mexime added: “Sitting in 11th place in the 
league standings isn’t ideal. Each match we play now 
is crucial, akin to a final, as we strive to maintain our 
position in the top tier.”

Acknowledging the absence of some players due to 
injuries, Mexime refrained from naming individuals 
but expressed confidence in the available squad, af-
firming: “Although we have some players sidelined, 
I believe in the abilities of those present to deliver 
positive results.”

He also urged the fans to show their support at the 
stadium, emphasizing: “I encourage our fans to come 
out in numbers and cheer us on, as their backing can 
make a significant difference in our performance.”

Morice Chukwu, a player for Ihefu FC, echoed the 
sentiments of determination ahead of the game, de-
claring: “We recognize Simba SC as a formidable op-
ponent and intend to perform at our best to secure 
victory. Given our current position, we must deliver 
results, especially when playing at home to avoid dis-
appointing our supporters.”

Simba SC enters the encounter with a favorable re-
cord against Ihefu SC, having triumphed in all their 
meetings since the 2020/2021 season.

Despite their recent setbacks, Simba SC remains a 
force to be reckoned with in the NBC Premier League, 
currently occupying third place.

With ambitions of contending for the silverware, 
the team strives to maintain momentum, having won 
four out of their last five matches, with one defeat 
against Tanzania Prisons on March 6.

Following this fixture, Simba SC gears up for the 
highly anticipated Dar es Salaam derby against long-
time rivals Young Africans SC on April 20, promising 
a spectacle of intense competition.

In contrast, Ihefu SC finds itself positioned 11th, 
having won just one out of their last five matches, suf-
fering three defeats and securing one draw.

Post this encounter with Simba SC, Ihefu SC is set 
to face Singida Fountain Gate FC in their upcoming 
NBC Premier League fixture.

‘Ihefu would not 
underestimate 
Simba SC despite 
recent losses’

Simba SC’s midfielder, Clatous Chama (R), beats Ihefu SC goalie Fikirini Bakari as the latter’s teammate- central defender Vedastus 
Mwihambi (C)- seeks to keep Chama in check in a 2023/24 NBC Premier League tie held in Dar es Salaam.

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Mtibwa Sugar right fullback, Abdul Hillary (R), seeks to get the better of Geita Gold FC player when the clubs took on each other in this season’s NBC 
Premier League duel in Morogoro last year. PHOTO: COURTESY OF MTIBWA SUGAR

 By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

IN the ever-unpredictable landscape of the NBC 
Premier League, this afternoon offers a tantalizing en-
counter between Geita Gold FC and Mtibwa Sugar.

Set against the backdrop of Nyankumbu Stadium in 
Geita, this match is more than just a game- it is a nar-
rative of survival, a relegation six-pointer.

Geita Gold FC is placed 14th on the log with 21 points 
from 21 matches. With nine games of the final run-in 
remaining, the hosts are now only adrift of safety on 
goal difference, while trailing their visitors by just five 
points in the fight to avoid the drop.

The statistics show Geita Gold FC has been strug-
gling in recent home league matches. They have won 
only one of their last 5 league games on home soil. 
They have claimed 12 points from 11 home matches 
this season.

When you look at the head-to-head record, Geita 
Gold FC has failed to win any of the squad’s previ-
ous five league games against Mtibwa Sugar, suffering 
three defeats in the process. Mtibwa Sugar won the re-
verse fixture 3-1 back in October.

However, having now regained confidence with a 2-1 
victory over Championship League side Rhino Rang-
ers in the CRDB Federation Cup last week, Geita Gold 
FC will look to make their recent improvement count 
in the afternoon and put another win on the board to 
move out of the drop zone.

Mtibwa Sugar remain at the foot of the NBC Premier 
League table and are staring down the barrel at de-
motion to the Championship League as they sit five 
points adrift of safety, although they do have a game 
in hand on three of the four teams above them, includ-
ing today’s opponents Geita Gold FC.

They head into their first league outing since early 
March to further strengthen their survival bid and fi-
nally leap out of the relegation zone in the run-in.

Mtibwa Sugar has enjoyed a handful of positive re-
sults in recent rounds, losing only one of the squad’s 
previous five league encounters.

Following victories over Singida Fountain Gate FC 
and Tanzania Prisons in March, Mtibwa Sugar played 
out a goalless draw with Kagera Sugar in their last 
league outing three weeks ago, although they lost 3-0 
to title contenders Azam FC in the CRDB Federation 
Cup last week.

Mtibwa Sugar’s away form is a cause for concern. 
They travel to the Lake Zone having accumulated the 
joint-fewest away points (five) in the Premier League 
this season as the visitors have managed to win just 
one of their last ten league outings on the road.

However, tactician Zubeir Katwila and co can be op-
timistic of success against an out-of-sorts Geita Gold 
FC, a club the former have defeated in each of their 
last two meetings by an aggregate score of 6-2.

hand over title rivals Young 
Africans SC and Azam FC, 
the belief is strong.

A victory in the afternoon 
could narrow the gap with 
Young Africans SC, also 
known as Yanga, to four 
points, ahead of their much-
anticipated derby clash next 
weekend.

A win could propel them 

past second-placed Azam 
FC, setting the stage for a 
compelling title race.

It is worth remembering, 
however, that Simba SC have 
won all but one of their nine 
away league games this sea-
son, settling for a solitary 
draw with Kinondoni Mu-
nicipal Council FC along the 
way.

Hosts Ihefu SC, mean-
while, harbour their conti-
nental competitions’ partici-
pation aspirations, making 
this clash a high-stakes af-
fair.

They head into this clash 
on the back of a 3-0 victory 
over Kinondoni Municipal 
Council FC that secured 
them a place in the Federa-
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