
By Getrude Mbago, Dodoma

TOTAL numbers of tourists visiting 
local attractions increased from 
1.7m in 2021 to 3.8m by late last 

year, the government has stated.
Mohamed Mchengerwa, the Natural 

Resources and Tourism minister, made 
this observation in the National Assembly 
yesterday when tabling the ministry’s esti-
mates for fiscal 2023/24 financial year.

International visitors increased from 
922,692 in 2021 to 1,454,920 in 2022, equal 
to a 57.7 percent increase while domestic 
tourists increased from 788,933 tourists in 
2021 to 2,363,260 last year, roughly double 
the previous year.

Initiatives taken by the government and 
stakeholders, especially with the launch of 
‘Royal Tour’ documentary starring Presi-

GENEVA

THE World Food 
Program (WFP), the 
UN food relief agency, 
yesterday strongly 
condemned the looting 
of one of its logistics 
hubs in south-central 
Sudan.
The agency said in a 
statement that the at-

tack in El Obeid ‘puts 
food assistance for 
4.4m conflict-affected 
people at risk,’ under-
ling that theft of hu-
manitarian food and 
assets totally under-
mines these operations 
at a critical time for the 
people of Sudan.”
Insisting that the prac-
tices must stop, it said 

of El Obeid as among 
WFP’s largest logistics 
hubs on the African 
continent, and it is a 
key lifeline for activi-
ties in Sudan and South 
Sudan.
Initial reports suggest 
that food and nutrition 
supplies, as well as ve-
hicles, fuel and genera-

 By Guardian Correspondent, 
Bukoba

THE government yesterday 
ended all formal activities for 
monitoring the Marburg virus 
disease.

Health minister Ummy 
Mwalimu told a press confer-
ence here that the declaration 
of winding off Marburg scare 
activities relate to end of the 
mandatory 42 days since the 
last patient was discharge on 
April 19th,

The final set comes more 
than two months after the 

first case was confirmed 
in Kagera Region, with the 
minister, flanked by World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
officials and those of the Unit-
ed Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF), formally declared 
the Marburg virus threat to be 
over.

At the time the disease was 
reported nine cases surfaced, 
including a child and among 
health workers. Six people 
died including the child, she 
stated, expressing satisfaction
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 By Correspondent Valentine 
Oforo, Makete

THE Tanzania’s wheat sub- 
sector is inching towards good era 
following a move by the Tanzania 
Agricultural Seeds Agency (ASA) 
to enter into a special production 
cooperation with the Makete 
District in Njombe region for the 
mass production of the economic 
cash crop. 

In the timely working tie, 
which primarily eyes to bridge 
availability of the crop in the   
country, in this growing season,  
ASA has rolled out at least 80 tons 
of improved wheat seeds, worth at 
340mn/-  to support the growers 
in the district to heighten their 
production and productivity. 

Speaking to The Guardian 
on the sideline of a brief 
signing ceremony of the vital 
development, ASA’s seeds 

production manager, Dr. Justin 
Ringo, expressed that the state-
owned seed Agency, ASA,  was 
working to help the county to 
curtail shortage of wheat, the daily 
common consumed food item.

“Knowing that our core respon-
sibility is to multiply improved 
seeds varieties, we thought it was 
prudent for us to venture into a 
specific project to support the 
wheat sector in Njombe district,  
as we formally did in the other few 
regions,” he said.

Impeccable data from the 
National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) 
shows that Tanzania’s annual 
domestic wheat consumption is 
estimated at more than 1 million 
tonnes per year, while total annual 
production stands at around 
93,184 tonnes. 

This means that Tanzania 
imports about 90 percent of the 
wheat it consumes.

However, to cement the move, 
the ministry of agriculture had 
specifically embarked on a 
fresh move aimed to revive and 
improve production of wheat in 
the country.

Being among potential econom-
ic cash crops within the country, 
wheat has been mostly grown by 
the smallholder farmers in the 
North regions, specifically in Kili-
manjaro, Arusha, and Manyara. 

According to the Agriculture 
Minister, Hussein Bashe, the min-
istry is working teeth and nail to 
help support improvement of the 
vital economic sector.

He said, being at the ministry’s 
wheat major pilot project, the 
agricultural experts from the 
Sokoine University of Agriculture 
(SUA) are teaming up with their 
counterparts from the Tanzania 
Agricultural Research Institute 
(TARI) in conducting professional 

soil testing at Makete District, 
Njombe region.

“The undergoing process 
focuses to determine areas within 
the district were wheat can 
thrive,” he informed. 

He moreover said the exercise 
will see a huge number of farmers 
within the district imparted with 
best agrononic principles for the 
professional cultivation of the 
crop.

“The major focus of the strategy 
is to ensure we make effective use 
of all areas within the country 
where wheat can flourish. After 
Makete,  we’re focusing to end the 
intevention into further areas,” he 
stated.

He detailed that, Tanzania has 
been endowed with numerous 
areas where wheat can flourish in 
abundant, but the economic cash 
crop has been produced poorly 
I’m some few regions.

port, the wholesale price of sor-
ghum went up to 148,010/- in April 
2023, compared with 116,560/- re-
corded during similar month of 
last year while the price of round 
potatoes increased to 98,158/- 
from 76,241/- respectively.

However, the central bank re-

ports that there has been an im-
provement of food supply amid 
harvest season, although this 
has not much reflected to retail 
prices.

Food inflation, inclusive of 
non-alcoholic beverages, slowed 
down to 9.1 percent in April 2023 

from 9.7 percent in the preceding 
month, reflecting improvement 
in food supply situation, accord-
ing to BoT. 

“Prices of all selected major 
food crops, except rice and round 
potatoes, eased compared with 
prices in March 2023,” it says.
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The OPEC logo pictured ahead of an informal meeting between members 
of the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) in Algiers

 By Guardian Reporter

Food stocks held by the 
National Food Reserve 
Agency (NFRA) de-
creased to 63,808 tonnes 

by April this year, the lowest in 33 
months, according to data released 
on the Bank of Tanzania (BoT) 
monthly economic review for May.

The NFRA say the decrease re-
sulted from ongoing supply of 
foods to councils with food short-
ages at subsidized prices to ensure 
stability of prices and accessibility 
of food.

In April 2023, the agency said 
it sold a total of 16,315 tonnes of 
maize to the district councils facing 
the shortages, which has resulted 
into price spiral of food commodi-
ties.

NFRA started the year with 
124,736 tonnes of food stocks, the 
lowest than 207,899 tonnes record-
ed during the start of last year.

According to the report by the 
ministry of investment, industry 
and trade the wholesale price of 
maize reached 108,048/- per 100 
kilogramme in April this year, com-
pared with 62,542/- recorded dur-
ing similar month last year.

The price of rice also increased 
during the period reported to 
300,067/- per 100 kilogramme 
from 188,079/- respectively, while 
the wholesale price of the same 
quantity of beans also jumped to 
278,991/- from 185,3434/- respec-
tively.

According to the ministry’s re-

BUSINESS NFRA’s food stocks now 
deep to 33 months low

KQ averts loss of Sh310 
million aircraft deposit

OPEC+ unlikely to cut oil 
supply at June 4 meeting

 LONDON/DUBAI

OPEC and its allies are unlikely to 
deepen supply cuts at their ministerial 
meeting on Sunday despite a fall in oil 
prices toward $70 per barrel, four sourc-
es from the alliance told Reuters.

OPEC+, which groups the Organiza-
tion of the Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries and allies led by Russia, pumps 
around 40 percent of the world’s crude 
and supplies around 60 percent of the 
oil export market, meaning its policy de-
cisions can have a major price impact.

As the economic outlook worsened, 
several members of OPEC+ in April 
pledged voluntary cuts starting from 
May and to continue to the end of the 
year.

This was in addition to a 2 million bar-
rels per day (bpd) cut agreed in early Oc-
tober to output targets versus an August 
2022 production baseline. It brought 
total output cuts to 3.66 million bpd, or 
about 4% of global consumption.

The group of late has cut by more 
than its targets mainly because of capac-
ity limitations in West African producers 
Nigeria and Angola.

A Reuters survey found the two coun-
tries missed their output targets by a 
combined 600,000 bpd in May, while 
outages in the Kurdistan Region of 
northern Iraq meant the country pro-
duced 220,000 bpd below its target last 
month.

The surprise announcement in April 
helped to drive benchmark Brent crude 
prices about $9 per barrel higher to 
above $87 over the days followed, but 
Brent has since lost those gains to trade 
below $73, under pressure from con-
cerns about global economic growth 

and its impact on fuel demand.
Last week, Saudi Energy Minister 

Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman told inves-
tors he said were shorting the oil price 
to “watch out,” which many market 
watchers interpreted as a warning of ad-
ditional supply cuts.

Russian Deputy Prime Minister Alex-
ander Novak subsequently said he did 
not expect any new steps from OPEC+ in 
Vienna, Russian media reported.

The Kremlin on Thursday did not 
comment on the meeting’s outcome, 
but Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said relations with Saudi Arabia were 
“constructive, based on mutual under-
standing, mutual respect, mutual trust”.

“At this precise time, no change for the 
meeting but as usual, depending on the 
mood of some, everything can change,” 
one OPEC+ source said. This view was 
echoed by three other sources, all of 
whom asked not to be named.

Two other sources said it was too soon 
to be sure of the meeting’s outcome.

Beyond the unexpected April deci-
sion, the group has surprised markets 
several times in recent years.

In March 2020, it abandoned produc-
tion quotas altogether, launching a Sau-
di-Russian price war at the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic that sent oil prices 
25% lower.

It quickly re-established quotas with 
its biggest output cut to date of about 10 
million bpd, agreed in April, 2020.

HSBC said in a note on Wednesday it 
did not expect OPEC+ to change its pol-
icy, but that the group may cut output 
later if an expected market deficit in the 
second half of the year does not mate-
rialise and prices remain below $80 per 
barrel.

 NAIROBI

Kenya Airways (KQ) has secured an 
extension of the validity period for a 
Sh310 million non-refundable deposit 
to Boeing, helping the national carrier 
avoid another hit to its bottom line.

KQ chief executive Allan Kilavuka, on 
Thursday, confirmed the extension that 
will last for at least a year.

The move has helped the national 
carrier avoid a further dent in its books 
at a time KQ slid into a full-year loss of 
Sh36.26 billion in the year ended De-
cember.

Kenya Airways made the deposit to 
the US plane maker to buy new crafts 
and boost its fleet amid stiff competition 
from continental rivals mainly, Ethio-
pian Airlines.

“Yes we have agreed to an extension 
with Boeing,” Kilavuka told Business 
Daily.

 “The extension would be for at least 
one year to mid-next year. The exten-
sion is not limited to new aircraft but for 
any service or good from Boeing.”

KQ had in its annual report for last 
year said it risked losing the money giv-
en deposits made for plane purchases 
are not refundable if a carrier fails to 
make the buy.

The deposit had risen from Sh280 
million in 2021, although KQ did not 
disclose whether the increase was due 
to additional cash being put in or due to 
exchange rate movements of the shilling 
against the dollar.

KQ more than doubled its loss from 
Sh15.87 billion in the year to December 
2021 at the back of skyrocketing fuel 
prices and debt, further making it hard 
for the airline to buy new aircraft.

Kilavuka, however, declined to reveal 
the number of new aircraft that KQ is 
eyeing and the timelines amid growing 
losses that have placed the airline in a 
shaky financial state.

Rivals such as Ethiopian Airlines have 
been on an ambitious plan to grow their 
fleet and maintain an edge in Africa’s 
aviation industry by offering passengers 
new experiences.

Ethiopian Airlines last year convert-
ed existing orders of A350-900 for the 
A350-1000 model, making it the first Af-
rican carrier, yet again to own the larg-
est variant of the Airbus A350 models 
further pulling clear of KQ.

Ethiopian Airlines has the largest fleet 
in Africa, including Boeing and Bombar-
dier planes and remains keen to further 
grow the fleet.

Seeds agency, ministry work 
to reducing wheat shortages 

Minister of agriculture Hussein Bashe
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WFP irked by Sudan
looting of warehouse 

Marburg over, 42 days 
mandatory wait elapses

‘Electricity 
coupon
property 
tax faulty’
 By Getrude Mbago, Dodoma

THE government has admitted 
that the collection of property tax 
through purchase of electricity has 
loopholes and burdens people who 
are not the right persons to pay the 
bills.
Finance and Planning minister Dr 
Mwigulu Nchemba admitted in the 
National Assembly yesterday that 
the government had spotted the 
challenge and was designing the 
payments to address the shortcom-
ings.
The Treasury will unveil improve-
ments in property tax payments 
later this month, he said, affirming 
that the current modality will not 
proceed to the next financial year.
Last August the government started 
collecting property tax by the Tan-
zania Revenue Authority (TRA) in 
tandem with the Tanzania Electric 
Supply Co. Ltd (TANESCO) to obtain 
the sums from electricity used by 
tenants.
This involved all types of electricity 
meters, enabled by amending the 
Local Government Authority Tax 
Act (Chapter 289) adopted by the 
legislature in 2021.
The provision asserts that own-
ers and not tenants are required to 
pay the tax but by using electricity 
tokens to subtract property tax, the 
burden was shifted to tenants.
Purchasing electricity has 1000/- 
pegged to the bill each month for 
a regular street house and 5,000/- 
monthly for multiple storey build-
ings.
Esther Matiko (Special Seats, op-
position) sought an explanation as 
the charges collect property tax on 
all users of electricity even if one 
building has more than one meter.
Tenants pay property tax while 
they are not owners of the build-
ings, which was inappropriate, and 
then the charges are multiplied for 
the same building, she said, under-
lining that it was unfair.
She demanded revisions in the 
property tax collection modality so 
that the tax is collected from own-
ers of the buildings and not from 
tenants.
In his winding up remarks, Energy 
minister January Makamba urged 
TANESCO employees to start mov-
ing out of their comfort zone to 
heighten efficiency.
The government will train work-
ers and equip them with new skills 
required by current technological 
changes, removing staff “who are 
not committed to bringing changes,” 
he said.
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Awareness among locals 
has greatly increased as 
many are now turning 
out to visit tourist 
attractions. We are 
encouraging Tanzanians 
to participate in 
benefiting from the 
increasing tourism 
potential in the country 

Sharp upsurge:
Domestic visits
eclipse foreign
tourist arrivals
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Natural Resources and Tourism minister Mohamed Mchengerwa presents his ministry’s 
Budget estimates for financial year 2023/2024 in the National Assembly in Dodoma city 
yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph

Health Minister Ummy Mwal-
imu addresses journalists in 
Kagera Region yesterday. 
She said the deadly Marburg 
virus disease, which her 
ministry reported to have 
been detected in a village 
in Bukoba District on March 
21, was now fully contained. 
Photo: Correspondent Titus 
Mwombeki
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dent Samia Suluhu Has-
san had boosted tourist 
visitations, he said.

improving infrastruc-
tures in national parks 
and game reserves, de-
signing new tourist attrac-
tions will attract visitors 
from across the globe, he 
stated.

local and international 
tourists who visited na-
tional parks and museums 
increased from 1,711,625 in 
2021 to 3,818,180 tourists 
in 2022, a surge of 123 per-
cent, he elaborated.

tourism remains piv-
otal to economic growth, 
with a high foreign ex-
change contribution and 
high ranking in the gross 
domestic product (GDP), 
he specified.

to protect it and stimu-
late growth in the sector, 
the government is pursu-
ing strategies to market 
the various tourist attrac-
tions in more parts of the 
world, he said, reiterating 
the five million foreign 
tourist arrivals target and 
revenues of $6bn by 2025.

 “awareness among lo-
cals has greatly increased 
as many are now turning 
out to visit tourist attrac-
tions. We are encouraging 

tanzanians to participate 
in benefiting from the 
increasing tourism po-
tential in the country,” he 
said, noting that investors 
can chip in by initiating 
home stays and special 
residences (BnB hotels) 
for tourists.

Priority development 
projects to be implement-
ed next financial year in-
clude the resilient natural 
resources management 
for tourism and growth 
(REGRoW),, another be-
ing support for combating 
poaching and illegal wild-
life trade, he said/

Private forest planta-
tions and value chain, ca-
pacity building in forestry 
and beekeeping, support 
to beekeeping value chain 
are other vital projects, he 
said.

the tourism Develop-
ment Project and Food 
Systems, land Use and 
Restoration in tanzania’s 
landscapes (FolUR)o 
will also be taken up, he 
stated.

the minister asked 
the House to approve a 
total of 654.7bn/- for the 
2023/24 financial year, 
where 486.5bn/- is for re-
current expenditure and 
168.17bn/- for develop-
ment projects.

Sharp upsurge: Domestic visits 
eclipse foreign tourist arrivals

Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi attends prayers at Miembeni Friday Mosque in Zanzibar yesterday. To his right is Zanzibar Mufti Saleh Omar Kabi. Photo: Zanzibar 
State House 

with stakeholders’ support in 
pushing to contain the disease.

Successes in containing dis-
ease outbreaks led to tanzania 
being asked to build the capac-
ity of health practitioners from 
nearby countries on how to 
contain such threats, she stated.

Prof tumaini Nagu, the chief 
medical officer, said that out 
of 212 people traced, 85 were 
health officers who attended to 

suspected patients, 117 patients’ 
relatives while 15 were second-
ary school students present 
when the first reported patients 
were received in hospitals.

of the 212 people traced, two 
showed symptoms and were 
confirmed to have contracted 
the disease, he said

Regional administrative Sec-
retary toba Nguvila praised 
the work of those involved in 
containing the outbreak, cit-
ing international organizations, 

health practitioners and com-
munity health workers. the vi-
rus has a fatality rate of up to 88 
percent, he stated.

the government confirmed 
the outbreak on March 2, four 
days after reports of a ‘possibly 
contagious disease’ that had 
emerged in Bukoba Rural dis-
trict.

Five people died including a 
health worker, developing fever 
symptoms plus vomiting, bleed-
ing from various body openings 

and kidney failure.
Experts say the Marburg virus 
disease is highly virulent, caus-
ing haemorrhagic fever with a 
high fatality rate, being in 
the same family of viruses 
as Ebola.
The virus is transmit-
ted to people from fruit 
bats and spreads among 
humans through direct 
contact with bodily fluids 
of infected people, plus 
contaminated surfaces and 

materials.
the virus was first identified 

in 1967 after 31 people were in-
fected and seven died in simul-
taneous outbreaks in Marburg 
and Frankfurt in Germany, and 
the then Yugoslav capital of Bel-
grade.

The outbreak was traced to 
african green monkeys import-
ed from Uganda but the virus 
has since been linked to other 
animals.

Marburg over, 42 days mandatory wait elapses

Brenda Msangi (3rd-R), CEO of Dar es Salaam’s CCBRT Hospital, CEO has a visibly good time moving to handle a child undergoing clubfoot 
treatment at the specialised facility yesterday as part of the run-up to the marking of World Clubfoot Day (June 3). Looking on are Catholic 
Relief Services Country manager (Tanzania) Kellie Hynes (2nd-R) and operations manager Rose Mugashe (R). Photo: Guardian Correspondent 
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tors were looted, the 
agency said, not providing 
actual figures.

Noting that this was 
not the first time the WFP 
suffered such attack, it 
placed at $60m the value 
of cumulative losses the 
agency has recorded since 
the violence broke out 
mid-april.

it appealed to all sides 

in the conflict to ensure 
the safety and security of 
humanitarian assistance, 
warning that an estimated 
2.5m people in Sudan will 
slip into abysmal hunger 
in the coming months due 
to the violence.

this would take acute 
food insecurity in Sudan 
to record levels with more 
than 19m people affected, 
implying upwards of 40 
percent of the population.

WFP irked by Sudan
looting of warehouse
FROM PAGE 1

 By Getrude Mbago, Do-
doma

 
CoNStRUCtioN of the 

National iCt Broadband 
Backbone (NiCtBB) has 
reduced the interconnec-
tion charges to 2/- per 
minute from the 157/- that 
was charged in 2015, the 
House heard yesterday.

Deputy Minister for 
information, Commu-
nication and informa-
tion technology, Kundo 
Mathew said that the 
NiCtBB has greatly re-
duced the cost of back-
haul transport bandwidth 
thus reducing the inter-
connection charges thus 
facilitating smooth com-
munication services in 
the country.

He was responding to a 
question by Cosato Chu-
mi, Mafinga Urban who 
wanted to know how the 
NiCtBB will help reduce 
communications costs.

the deputy minister 
said the government is 
continuing with the con-
struction of the NiCtBB 
and related infrastructure 
in various areas in the 

country and is this con-
ducted in phases as per 
availability of funds.

“it is true that the pres-
ence of this infrastruc-
ture has improved com-
munication services and 
helped reduce communi-
cation costs by reducing 
investment costs for ser-
vice providers who were 
required to firstly build 
infrastructure like this to 
improve their services, 
but now the work is car-
ried out by the govern-
ment,” he explained.

He added: ““through 
the national fibre, 
telecoms have decided 
to provide packages 
that allow users to make 
calls across all networks 
at an affordable price 
compared to 2015.”

He further said the 
construction of the 
infrastructure has also 
led to the reduction of 
costs of communication 
end use to 30- per minute 
in 2022 from 79.6- per 
minute in 2009.

He also disclosed that 
the reduction in cost for 
communication services 

has led to a huge increase 
in the number of mobile 
and internet users.

according to him, 
the government’s aim is 
to ensure that it sends 
communication services 
in every corner of the 
country supplying 
residents with reliable 
communication services 
and thus contributing to 
the country’s economic 
development.

He added that the fiber 
backbone infrastructure 
helps to stimulate eco-
nomic growth by opening 
up opportunities for in-
vestors and users of local 
and foreign telecommuni-
cations services.

NiCtBB helps to fulfill 
the increasing demands 
of information services, 
strengthen competitive 
abilities of domestic data 
and voice operators as 
well as bridging the digi-
tal divide. it is necessary 
in developing high speed 
broadband and helps to 
efficiently exploit the ben-
efits from undersea sub-
marine cables landing in 
Dar es Salaam.

‘Construction of National 
iCt broadband backbone 
curbs connection charges’

By Guardian Reporter and Agen-
cies

tHE government is planning 
to build a 50km bridge – the 
longest in africa – between Dar 
es Salaam and Zanzibar, Geofrey 
Kasekenya, Deputy Minister for 
Works and transport, has said.

Eng Kasekenya said talks are 
on-going with China overseas 
Engineering Group (CoEG), a 
subsidiary of China Railway 
Group, to construct the bridge.

the Deputy minister said: “We 
have met with the prospective 
investors of CoEG, and they have 

shown interest in building the 
bridge. talks about the project 
began in March this year and 
were at an advanced stage.

the government has estimated 
the bridge would cost $2.7 bil-
lion to construct, and it intends 
to procure the work through a 

public-private partnership, with 
some funding to come from the 
african Development Bank.

once completed, the bridge 
would improve trade, tourism 
and investment opportunities 
in both tanzania mainland and 
Zanzibar.

50-km Mainland-Z’bar bridge: Government in 
advanced talks with Chinese construction firm
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By Getrude Mbago, Dodoma

ConseRVation and anti-poaching opera-
tions     by the government in collaboration 
with various stakeholders have produced 
positive outcomes following the increase of 
wild animals including black rhinos.

according to the government, the number 
of black rhinos has increased from 163 in 2019 
to 238 in 2022, thus exceeding the national 
strategy that aimed at conserving 205 rhinos 
by December, 2023.

likewise, tanzania has continued to lead 
the world by having a high number of lions 
that reach 14,912 as well as 24,000 giraffes.

tabling budget estimates for the 2023/24 
financial year in the national assembly yes-
terday, Minister for natural Resources and 
tourism, Mohamed Mchengerwa said the 
government has  continued to tighten efforts 
to improve the protection and conservation 
of natural resources by controlling poaching, 
illegal trade in trophies, illegal harvesting of 
forest products and bees as well as invasion 
in protected areas.

“these efforts, along with other factors, 
have also enabled the number of elephants 
to increase to 60,000 in 2023 from 43,330 in 
2014, making tanzania the third country in 
africa to have a high number of elephants,” 
he said.

He further said statistics show that during 
the period between July 2022 and april 2023, 
there was no wildlife death caused by poach-

Conservation, anti-poaching operations by govt bear fruit

Samia expected to grace International Day of Cooperatives next month, says TCDC
By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

PResiDent samia suluhu Hassan is 
expected to grace the international Day 
of Cooperatives next month, nationally 
to be held in tabora Region, it has been 
revealed.

tanzania will on July 1st, 2023 join 
the rest of the world in celebrating the 
2023 international Day of Cooperatives, 
under the theme, ‘Cooperatives for sus-
tainable development’.

addressing a press conference yester-
day, the tanzania Cooperatives Devel-
opment Commission (tCDC)’s Registrar 
of the Cooperatives, Benson ndiege said 
the day will be the climax of week-long 

exhibitions.
He noted that that the exhibitions that 

starts on June 26th to July 1st, 2023  at 
the nane nane Grounds –ipuli  is coor-
dinated by   the tanzania Federation 
of Cooperatives (tFC) in collaboration 
with other members including the 
tanzania Cooperative Development 
Commission (tCDC), CoasCo, MoCU, 
Union, aMCos, saCCos as well as 
corporate stakeholders such as CRDB, 
nMB, taDB, tFs, among others.

He said the aim of the celebrations is 
to bring together cooperatives’ stake-
holders including leaders, unions, and 
government leaders dealing with co-
operatives, among others, to showcase 

their activities. it also provides the plat-
form to share experiences and also dis-
cuss both financial and economic chal-
lenges and how to solve them.

other social activities scheduled for 
the event include seminars, blood dona-
tions, health examination, essay com-
petition, entertainment and sports and 
certificate awards.

“the day is to increase awareness of 
cooperatives as the event underscores 
the contributions of the cooperative 
movement to resolving the major prob-
lems addressed by the United nations’ 
sustainable Development Goals(sDGs)” 
said ndiege. He added that this year’s 
celebration is in line with the coopera-

tive’s seventh pillar, which among others 
aims at helping the needy in the society.

During the week, the cooperative’s 
stakeholders will get an opportunity to 
visit orphanages, the sick in hospitals, 
participate in blood donation, among 
others. while inviting all members of 
the public to attend the event, the reg-
istrar said it also provides opportuni-
ties for entrepreneurs and the business 
community to provide services which 
help increase personal and national 
economies.

“the event also provides an opportu-
nity for cooperatives development part-
ners to learn about the existing invest-
ment prospects and business through 

crops under cooperative unions”, he 
added. speaking about gains realized 
since the annual event was launched in 
the country, tFC’s executive secretary 
and Ceo, alex ndikile , noted that the 
number  of cooperative members has 
increased from seven million to over 
eight million.  He also cited increased 
employment as well as contribution 
to the national economy. “the annual 
event helps attract non-members to join 
the cooperative unions” he said.

on his part, tFC Chairperson, Charles 
Jishuli, observed that cooperatives 
movement is a tool that helps alleviate 
poverty, calling on more people to join

He noted that during the annual 

event, a lot of cooperative products are 
showcased and sold, and financial in-
stitutions also attend to provide public 
education on their services too.

Being one of the world’s oldest and 
largest business networks, the coop-
erative movement was the first group 
of enterprises worldwide to endorse the 
sDGs and be recognised as a partner in 
achieving these goals.

the international Cooperatives alli-
ance (iCa) argues that as natural vehi-
cles of collaborative partnership and 
prosperity for all, cooperatives contrib-
ute to economic, social, and environ-
mental sustainability across regions and 
economic sectors.

Dar es Salaam Special Zone Police Commander Jumanne Muliro pictured yesterday explaining how the recent donation of a Toyota Hilux is 
expected to boost road safety enhancement efforts by traffic office officers in the city. Second right (in blue) is the chairman of road safety 
chairpersons in the country, Iddi Mohamed Azzan. Photo: Correspondent Maulid Mmbaga

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

DistRiCt executive directors (DeDs) 
in the country have been directed to is-
sue the councils ten per cent of revenue 
loans to persons with disabilities when 
they apply as individuals as they do not 
have to be in groups to access the facil-
ity.

local government authorities are re-
quired by the law to set aside 10 percent 
of their budgets for the financial em-
powerment of groups of women, youth 
and people with disabilities (PwDs) at 
the 4:4:2 ratio.

Deputy minister of state in the Presi-
dent’s office, Regional administration 
and local Government, Deogratius 
ndejembi gave the directive yesterday 
in Parliament in response to special 
seats MP, stella ikupa (CCM).

in her main question, ikupa ques-
tioned why the councils are not giving 
loans to individual persons with disabil-
ities despite amendments made to the 
loans criteria.

Responding further, the deputy min-
ister told the councils to observe the 
regulations with amendment in dis-
pensing the 10 percent loans to person 
with disabilities

He said the government recognises 

and understands the importance of 
persons with disabilities economic em-
powerment thus the need to acquire 
the loans for their improved welfare 
and national economic development.

the Deputy Minister said in 2021 the 
government issued new guidelines on 
the council’s women, youth and per-
sons with disabilities which allowed the 
latter to access the funds as individuals.

the reviewed guidelines give room 
for people with disabilities to apply the 
loans as individual rather than group 
when applying for the council’s loans.

He urged the members of Parliament 
to educate their voters on the opportu-
nities available for the persons with dis-
abilities through the 10-percent of the 
council’s budget as free interest loans 
for improved economic status.

on different occasions, stakeholders 
have been complaining on non-recov-
ery of loans saying they could deplete 
the revolving fund and that in order to 
attain the fund’s aim and sustainability 
previous CaG recommendations should 
be implemented.

the calls for due diligence be per-
formed before issuing loans to special 
groups and exert more efforts in col-
lection of outstanding loans from these 
groups.

DeDs urged to issue loans
to persons with disabilities

Repair of damaged infrastructure for Dar es Salaam’s Bus Rapid Transit road under way at the Ubungo Kibo 
section in Dar es Salaam earlier this week. Photo: Correspondent Sabato Kasika

ing that was reported.
He said the outcome confirms that wildlife poaching in the 

country has greatly decreased as a result of good planning and 
cooperation in conservation.

Mchengerwa said the increase of wild animals was the result 
of the efforts taken by the government and stakeholders to fight 
poaching which included crackdown on organised criminal 
networks involved in the illegal actions.
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Chief medical officer challenges GCLA to include mathematics in next year’s science subjects awards
By Correspondent James Kandoya

CHieF Medical officer, Dr tu-
maini nagu, has challenged the 
Government Chemist laboratory 
authority (GCla) to include math-
ematics in next year’s secondary 
school science subjects’ awards.

Dr nagu made the challenge on 
thursday this week at a function 
to present awards to the best 36 
students and six teachers who ex-
celled in Form Four and Form six 
national examinations in the 2021 

and 2022 academic year.
During the ceremony, the best 

three female and male students 
in each subject were provided 
with different awards. the GCla 
office has been awarding the best 
students and teachers excelling in 
science subjects for fifteen years 
consecutively.

she said science subjects are not 
complete without mathematics 
and therefore it was necessary to 
add the subject.

“i am aware that this event is 

organized purposely for best stu-
dents in biology, chemistry and 
physics, i commend efforts made 
by the GCla but i would like to 
challenge the authority to add 
mathematics because it is a com-
plement subject,” she said

she said science subjects are one 
of the government priorities for 
future investment in technology, 
health and innovation cadres.

she also advised students to 
be careful and avoid any kind of 
evil to realize their educational 

dreams. she urged them to behave 
and study hard to make sure they 
graduate with Bachelors.

GCla board chairperson, Prof 
esther Jason said the awards were 
presented to female and males who 
completed their Form Four and 
Form six studies in the 2021 and 
2022 academic years.

she said the GCla handed over 
prizes to inspire more students to 
pursue science’s subjects, to in-
crease the number of experts and 
to motivate and inculcate a culture 

of students to pursue science sub-
jects, especially girls.

Chief Government Chemist Dr Fi-
delice Mafumiko, said that since its 
establishment in 2007, the author-
ity has awarded 348 students and 
36 teachers.

“we call on other stakeholders to 
join our efforts so as to inspire more 
students to learn science subjects 
including Physics, Chemistry and 
Biology,” she said.

He said in this year’s award; GCla 
awarded 36 students and 6 teach-

ers. He said science is an important 
tool towards technological devel-
opment adding that without it no 
country can develop.

in the award, the first four 
winners (Form Four) received 
700,000/- while the second win-
ners went home with 650,000/- and 
the third winners got 600,000/-.

For Form six, the winner received 
800,000/- while the second winner 
got 750,000/- and the third winner 
was handed with 700,000/-. each 
of the teachers received 700,000/-.

Water deputy minister Maryprisca Mahundi (C) cuts the ribbon yesterday to launch the 471.8m/- Ntyuka Chimalaa water project in Dodoma Re-
gion yesterday. To her right is Dodoma regional commissioner Rosemary Senyamule. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph

By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

tHe Dar es salaam water and sani-
tation authority (Dawasa) has estab-
lished customer service desks at its 
various offices to enhance provision 
of services to the people.

at the Dawasa Mivumoni service 
region, a total of four desks have been 
introduced at wazo, Kulangwa, Mivu-
moni CCM, and Muungano areas to 
ensure more citizens are reached and 
provided with clean water services.

Dawasa Mivumoni customer ser-
vice officer, neema arthur said that 
presence of customer service desk 
has helped the authority to reach 
many people and increase the num-
ber of customers significantly.

“Many people have visited our desk 
seeking different services including 
connection to water services. with 
the desks, customers can easily be as-
sisted and connected to clean water 
services,” she said.

Kulangwa street  chairman, Husna 
Yasin urged residents to make use of 
the desks by getting all the informa-
tion they need.  

“we were waiting for this service; it 
has come at a right time where many 
people in our area are in need of wa-
ter connection services. as leaders, 
we will continue to cooperate with 
Dawasa to ensure all the people get 
clean water services,” said Husna

a resident of wazo street, amina 
Juma explained the relief they get 
through the customer service desks, 

urging people to make use of it.
“we are grateful to Dawasa for 

their decision to bring services closer 
to the people. Many people are now 
visiting the desk requiring informa-
tion in regard to water connection 
services. Dawasa has served us from 
travelling to their offices in the city 
centre,” said Juma.

services offered at the customer 
service desks include new connec-
tions, issuance of a contract for instal-
ment payments for those who have 
applied for the service, payment of 
water bills and listening to people’s 
opinions in regard to the authority’s 
offered services.

Dawasa establishes customer service desks
to enhance provision of services to the people

College of Business Education acting rector Prof Tandi Lwoga (C) briefs journalists in Dar es Salaam on Thursday on the start of 16 new 
courses at the college in the 2023/2024 academic year. She is with head of communications and marketing Leonidas Tibanga (L) and 
academic director Dr Shima Dauson. Photo: Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar
 
ZanZiBaR Health minister, 

nassor ahmed Mazrui, said 
yesterday that the govern-
ment will continue to sensi-
tise people on the importance 
and proper use of contracep-
tives, being an effort to reduce 
women deaths and childhood 
mortality.

according to him, family 
planning helps to reduce chil-
dren and women deaths by 30 

per cent.
Mazrui made the remarks 

when tabling the ministry’s 
budget estimates for the 
2023/2024 financial year at 
the on-going meetings of the 
House of Representatives at 
Chukwani, Unguja. He said 
most of the women in the 
isles are not aware of the 
importance of using family 
planning, hence the need to 
educate them.

“Using family planning con-

tributes to safe births as well 
as providing a good chance 
for the child to grow in good 
health,” he said.

Mazuri said that in a period 
from July 2022 to March 2023, 
a total of 23,644 women were 
enrolled for various family 
planning methods. He said 
the number has decreased 
compared to 24,104 women 
registered for the plan in the 
same period in previous year.

He said contraception has 

no health effects as the medi-
cines focus on protecting the 
health of the mother and the 
child. He said contraceptives 
ensure a healthy growth for 
children.

“i would like to ask mem-
bers of the House of Repre-
sentatives to help us in tak-
ing the message on the use 
of contraceptives to the peo-
ple in their respective areas. 
these methods help children 
to be born in good health,” he 

said. Mazuri said the ministry 
is planning to provide basic 
mental health services in the 
community whereas in a pe-
riod from July 2022 to March 
2023, a total of 754 mental 
health patients were regis-
tered and provided with medi-
cal services.

He said of the mentioned 
number, 438 patients were 
admitted while 91 have recov-
ered and are now engaging in 
various activities.

the minister acknowledged 
the increase in mental health 
problems among youth, link-
ing the problem with the use 
of drugs, including marijuana.

“we are facing a big problem 
with the increase in the num-
bers of patients with mental 
problems, most of them are 
young people engaging in the 
use of drugs,” he said. Maz-
rui said that in strengthening 
mental therapy, the Ministry 
of Health is in the final stages 

of construction of the Kinyas-
ini hospital in Pemba, which 
will fully provide mental 
health medical services.

He said that mental health 
medical services have now 
improved in Unguja with ser-
vices being provided at the 
Kidongo-Chekundu hospital. 
He said the government has 
also constructed a new ward 
that provides similar services 
to children.

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma
tHe government has disbursed a total of 

30.9bn/- to some 5,120 women groups in all 
the 1804 district councils in the country, in ef-
fort to help eliminate poverty at households.

Minister for Community Development, 
Gender and special Groups Dr. Dorothy 
Gwajima said that the funds have been pro-
vided through the 2018 local government au-
thority finance law.

she made the statement while officiating 
at the launch anaweZa, a gender program, 
here, on behalf of the Vice President, Dr Phil-
ip Mpango.

“through the 2018 local government fi-
nance law, all councils in the country have 
been allocating 10 percent of their internal 
revenue to provide interest-free loans to spe-
cial groups,” she said.

she stated that up to april this year a total 
of 30.9bn/- have been lent to 5,120 women 
groups in 184 councils in the country,

Dr Gwajima said that through the women’s 
Development Fund (wDF) managed by her 
ministry; loans worth 664.5m/- have been 
provided to 104 women entrepreneurs in the 
period from July 2022 to april this year.

she said tanzania is one of the countries 
that implement the international platform 
goals to promote gender equality where Dr 

samia is a leader in the implementation of 
the Forum, especially regarding justice and 
economic equality.

Dr Gwajima noted that tanzania has de-
veloped a program implemented in collab-
oration between the Government and the 
private sector so that by the year 2026 the 
situation of women will be changed signifi-
cantly.

“this program includes creating a better 
environment for early education and child-
care at the community level, as well as en-
suring that basic services such as water and 
electricity reach the villages in full to solve 
the challenges facing women,” she said.

she explained that the anaweZa Pro-
gram will contribute to the successful im-
plementation of the program of an equal 
generation in this country and enable 
women to participate in various leadership 
positions.

“it is my expectation that the program will 
involve the private sector in this country to 
promote women’s access to leadership posi-
tions and better jobs to stimulate economic 
growth in the country,” she said.

“Research shows that closing the gender 
gap between the employment of men and 
women can increase the long-term GDP per 
capita by 4.8 percent” she added.

‘Government disbursed a total of 30.9bn/- to
about 5,120 women groups in 1804 councils’

Zanzibar to continue sensitising people on importance, proper use of contraceptives

Many people have vis-
ited our desk seeking 
different services in-
cluding connection to 
water services. With 
the desks, customers 
can easily be assisted 
and connected to clean 
water services,
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By Getrude Mbago, Dodoma

tHe government is currently 
reviewing various laws govern-
ing the agriculture sector so as to 
transform the sector and bring 
productivity to farmers and the 
nation at large.

Deputy minister for agriculture, 
anthony Mavunde made the state-
ment in the national assembly that 
the government is committed and 
pioneered to bring major transfor-
mation in the agriculture sector to 
ensure small to large scale farmers 
benefits from the sectors.

Mavunde was reacting to a ques-
tion by oscar Kikoyo (Muleba 
south) who wanted to know when 
the government will improve to 
allow local traders who own pro-
cessing factories to buy coffee di-
rectly from farmers.

He said that the government has 
established a system for selling 
and purchasing coffee from farm-
ers through cooperative unions so 
as to eliminate coffee sale through 
informal systems that were affect-
ing farmers.

He said the Coffee industry act, 
2001 among the laws under review 
with an aim to make better provi-
sion for the regulation, improve-
ment and development of the cof-
fee industry.

Mavunde said that to ensure that 
the country achieves this and see 
the majority of farmers changing 
for the better, the government was 
working closely with the private 
sector to implement and achieve 

the agenda 10/30 which aimed to 
attain a 10 percent annual growth 
rate for the agriculture sector by 
2030.

He said the government will 
work to stimulate and ensure that 
there is increased productivity, 
enhanced marketing level, value 
addition, farmer income, food and 
nutrition security and Gross Do-
mestic Product.

this goes along with the im-
plementation of the third-Five 
Year national Development Plan 
(FYDP-iii) which supports efforts 
to build a competitive economy 
that is strong, middle-income and 
semi-industrialized, and able to 
compete effectively internation-
ally while serving human develop-
ment goals.

the FYDP-iii’s key objective 
is to transform the agricultural 
sector (crops, livestock and fish-
eries) towards higher productiv-
ity, commercialization level and 
smallholder farmer income for 
improved livelihood, food security 
and nutrition.

‘Govt is currently reviewing various
laws governing the agriculture sector’

Three JKCI specialists due to travel to Zambia next week to conduct capacity building training
By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

tHRee specialist doctors from 
the Jakaya Kikwete Cardiac institute 
( JKCi) will next week travel to Zam-
bia to conduct capacity building 
training to the country’s doctors on 
how to perform heart surgeries.

JKCi director, Dr Peter Kisenge, 
made the statement in Dar es salaam 
yesterday when briefing journalists 
about one doctor from Zambia na-
tional Hospital, Ziwa Mudaniso who 
is at the JKCi to learn the basics in 

heart surgery as their hospital pre-
pares to start providing such medi-
cal services.

“our cardiac specialist will con-
duct the training in Zambia to ca-
pacitate their local doctors for the 
hospital to be able to perform heart 
surgeries.   the three doctors from 
tanzania are from the anaesthesia, 
emergency, critical patients and sur-
geons department,” said Dr Kisenge.

Dr Kisenge, who is a cardiolo-
gist, said the Zambian doctor has 
come to the country to learn as well 

as to witness the huge investment 
done by the government at JKCi to 
enhance provision of medical ser-
vices to people with various cardiac 
complications.  Dr Kisenge said that 
President samia suluhu Hassan has 
invested heavily in the health sector, 
thus making experts from neigh-
bouring countries opting to train 
and learn from the institute.

  He said the foreign doctor is 
learning some of the important 
things that their hospital must in-
stall before they start to provide 

heart surgery services.
  “we signed a contract with the 

Zambia national Hospital in april 
this year, whereas among the agree-
ment is for us to train their doctors 
as they prepare to start offering sim-
ilar services,” he said.

a children’s heart surgeon at 
( JKCi), Dr Godwin sharau said the 
foreign doctor’ learning program 
has been facilitated by israel’s save 
a Child’s Heart organization (saCH) 
. the organization also provided 
similar support to doctors from dif-

ferent african countries.
Dr Godwin said he was happy to 

meet a doctor who was also trained 
in israel ten years ago. He said they 
have shared experience and knowl-
edge especially on how to conduct 
major heart surgeries to children.

He thanked the leadership of 
saCH for being part of the capacity 
building training to health experts 
from various african countries.

For his part, the Zambian doctor 
who is a heart surgeon for children, 
Ziwa Mudaniso said he had a good 

time learning from JKCi doctors in 
providing heart surgery services 
for children. “i have come to JKCi to 
learn how these doctors work and i 
promise to do the same when i re-
turn to Zambia. i also learned the 
type of medical equipment needed 
in conducting heart surgery to chil-
dren,’ said Mudaniso.

the doctor has been at the KKCi 
for one week after completing heart 
surgery training at the wolfson Hos-
pital in israel through funding from 
saCH.

St Christina Secondary School student Alya Said participates in the 16th ‘Chinese Bridge Chinese Proficiency Competition for Foreign Secondary School 
Students’ held in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

Shinyanga district commissioner Johari Samizi (L) pictured on Thursday cutting the ribbon to launch 24 toilet and special hygiene facili-
ties at Mazinge Secondary School built by the Flaviana Matata Foundation. She is with FMF founder Flaviana Matata (2nd-L), FMF project 
manager Lineth Masala (R) and one of the school’s students. Photo: Correspondent Marco Maduhu

By Correspondent James Kandoya

aUtHoRities in Dar es salaam Region 
have embarked on a community awareness 
campaign to enrol more people into the 
improved Community Health insurance (i-
CHF) scheme.

Regional i-CHF coordinator, Yasin Ki-
sawike said yesterday in Dar es salam that 
the awareness campaign will also involve 
human resources managers and workers 
representatives.

He said under the scheme, households 
contribute financially to support their ba-

sic healthcare needs towards achieving the 
government’s goal of ensuring universal 
health coverage.

Kisawike said that despite its importance 
to the community, the number of tanzani-
ans enrolled to the scheme is still low, not-
ing that only 11 percent of the city residents 
have been enrolled with i-CHF.

He said i-CHF serves the low income 
bracket of people living below the pov-
erty line as it ensures a safety net guarding 
against the indignity of being helpless in 
the face of illness.

“we have invited human resources man-

agers and workers representatives to dis-
cuss the importance of having healthier 
families that are insured with insurance 
cover,” he said, adding the target is to see 
more people enrolled in the community 
voluntary scheme.

according to him, the campaign targets 
to increase the number of insurance ben-
eficiaries in Dar es salaam region to ulti-
mately improve the provision of health 
services.

“a number of health reforms have been 
designed to improve the functioning and 
performance of the health sector and ulti-

mately the health status of the city popula-
tion,” he added.

the coordinator said major aims of the 
reforms were to bring healthcare services 
closer to the people and make the health 
systems responsive.

Joseph Mabaga, a workers representative 
from tll Printing and Packaging Company 
said that enrolling with the scheme guaran-
tees medical treatment when a worker falls 
ill. He said with i-CHF, an individual can ac-
cess medical service at any place.

i-CHF is a voluntary health insurance 
scheme administered by the President’s 

office Regional administration and local 
Government (PoRalG).

it emerged from district-level communi-
ty health funds (CHFs) which were original-
ly established in the 1990s and launched in 
november 2014 with the aim of increasing 
access to quality healthcare for people in 
the informal sector, mostly rural and low-
income groups.

Under the i-CHF people can enrol at 
public and private facilities that are being 
supported to offer better quality through 
training, equipment provision and infra-
structure upgrading.

Dar embarks on community awareness campaign to enrol more people into Improved Community Health Insurance   

By Guardian Correspondent, Njombe

MoRe than 800 entrepreneurs from 
within and outside the country are expect-
ed to participate in the 4th  small indus-
tries Development organization (siDo) 
national exhibition to be held at sabasaba 
grounds in njombe Region. njombe Dis-
trict Commissioner, Kissa Kasongwa told 
journalists yesterday that the exhibition 
will be held from october 21st  to 31st, 
2023. she called upon njombe residents 
to cooperate with the regional administra-
tion to ensure successful exhibitions.

this year’s exhibition theme is ‘let’s 
jointly build industries for sustainable 
economic development and job creation’.

“we must fully participate in the coming 
exhibition as siDo has decided to conduct 
them in our region this year. it is a con-
tinuation of similar exhibitions that have 
been held annually since 2018 in simiyu, 
singida in 2019 and Kigoma in 2021,” said 
Kasongwa.

she said the exhibition will help pro-
mote the various business opportunities 
available in njombe and neighbouring re-
gions as well as promote economic activi-
ties.

siDo Director General, Prof sylvester 
Mpanduji said the coming exhibition is an 
opportunity for talented young entrepre-
neurs to showcase their various products 

and look for markets outside njombe.
He said entrepreneurs will meet their 

fellows from different regions and share 
business experiences and technology 
towards improving the quality of locally 
made goods.

“President samia suluhu Hassan has 
been encouraging people to establish in-
dustries; let’s use the exhibition to learn on 
new technologies and share experiences. 
our region should not remain a raw mate-
rial producer, we must build industries to 
be able to sell finished products,” said the 
siD DG, insisting on local manufacturers 
to ensure quality of the goods.

siDo njombe Region Manager, isdory 
Kihenze said the exhibition will Bring dif-
ferent technologies that will be used at the 
Mchuchuma mine to produce coal. He said 
produced coal is also suitable for cooking.

He said: “there will be various technolo-
gies and machines for oil extraction. we 
will bring new technologies that will help 
in adding value to our agricultural prod-
ucts since the region is rich in raw materi-
als,” said Kihenze, adding siDo is mandat-
ed to plan, co-ordinate, promote and offer 
every form of services to small industries.

the organization is also responsible for 
formulating, coordinating and monitoring 
the policies and programmes for the pro-
motion and development of small-scale 
industries.

Njombe Region set to host   
SIDO national exhibition

This goes along with 
the implementation 
of the third-Five Year 
National Develop-
ment Plan (FYDP-III) 
which supports efforts 
to build a competi-
tive economy that is 
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650 pupils in Temeke District  trained about children’s rights
By Beatrice Philemon

A total of 650 pupils at Keko-Magu-
rumbasi primary school in Temeke 
District have been trained on chil-
dren’s rights and responsibilities as 
part of activities to commemorate the 
Day of the African Child that is cel-
ebrated every June 16th.

The training was made possible 
through women in social entrepre-
neurship (wIse) with funding from a 
south Korean-based Charity organisa-

tion ‘Holt Children’s services Incorpo-
ration’.

The trainer, Theresia Kibona said 
the aim was to increase children’s 
awareness on their rights and protect 
them from the various forms of vio-
lence.

“As a trainer I was impressed to see 
pupils are aware of their rights as well 
as violence. Children know where 
to report such incidents including to 
local government leaders and teach-
ers,” she said.

she added: “we had time to explain 
to them on the various types of vio-
lence that comprise of maltreatment, 
physical punishment, rape, child sex-
ual abuse and psychological violence 
among others. The bad thing is that 
some of these incidents happen at 
home and school. we want children 
to report them on time for the culprits 
to be held responsible and punished 
according to country laws.”

Pupils were also interested to know 
what is Female Genital Mutilation 

(FGM), how it affect girls, she said.
wIse executive director, Dr Astro-

naut Bagile said they decided to train 
pupils for purposes of protecting 
them and make sure they know and 
demand for their rights.

“Once pupils understand their 
rights and other forms of Gender 
Based Violence they can take actions 
and report the people who violates 
their rights to the community, police 
gender desk, parents and other au-
thorities,’ she said

 wIse also donated exercise books 
and other learning materials to the 
pupils.

she lauded ‘Holt Children’s services 
Incorporation’ for their financial sup-
port that in -turn has helped them to 
educate pupils at Keko-Magurumbasi 
primary and other schools.

Daha Berther, a teacher at Keko-
Magurumbasi primary school, said 
with the training children will be able 
to report violence incidents and de-
mand for their rights.

Right now, she said, children know 
their rights that include the right to 
get food, education, and health. she 
said children are aware that it is their 
right to give opinions and be listened 
to.

“The training was good, we are 
thankful to the trainer from outside 
the school. Pupils were happy and 
got chances to ask different questions 
relating to traditions and customary 
laws that contributed to infringe their 
rights,” the teacher noted.

Dar es Salaam Water and Sanitation Authority (Dawasa) technicians replace a defective pipe to a sewage system in Dar es Salaam’s Upanga West suburb 
yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

By Mary Wambui

THe 21st  extraordinary summit of the 
east African Community heads of state have 
extended the mandate of its regional force in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) by 
six months from March 8th  to september 
8th this year.

A communiqué read by eAC secretary 
General Peter Mathuki said the extension of 
the mandate of the east African Community 
Regional Force (eACRF) is aimed at consoli-
dating the gains made by the force, which has 
contributed to the return of normalcy in the 
region, facilitated a two-month ceasefire be-

tween the local army FARDC and the domi-
nant rebel group M23 and ensured the group’s 
movement to its cantonment areas.

The meeting, which was attended by the 
Chairman of the eCA, General Évariste nday-
ishimiye (Burundi), President william Ruto 
(Kenya), Dr Philip Mpango, Tanzania Vice 
President, Rwanda’s Prime Minister edouard 
ngirente, Uganda’s First Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Minister for east African Community 
Affairs Rebecca Kadaga, south sudan’s Min-
ister of Presidential Affairs Barnaba Marial 
Benjamin and the Deputy Prime Minister of 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration, Léo-

nard Okitundu also took note of the appoint-
ment of the new Force Commander, Major 
General Alphaxard Muthuri Kiugu.

The Heads of state instructed the regional 
force to support the orderly withdrawal of the 
M23 and other armed groups from the areas 
they are required to vacate.

secure and maintain areas vacated by the 
M23 and support the return of internally dis-
placed persons to areas vacated by armed 
groups.

The regional force was also directed to work 
with the Chiefs of Defence Forces, MOnUsCO 
and all other stakeholders to visit and verify 
the suitability of Rumagambo, a base currently 

occupied by the Kenya Defence Forces (KDF) 
and the south sudan People’s Defence Forces 
(ssPDF), as a cantonment area for M23 and 
other armed groups within three weeks.

It also directed that all communications 
with the M23 be handled by the facilitator of 
the peace process, former President of Kenya 
Uhuru Kenyatta.

The summit reaffirmed that the security 
situation in eastern DRC can only be sustain-
ably resolved through a political process and 
dialogue between the parties, and urged the 
DRC to work with the facilitator to identify 
appropriate dates for the resumption of the 
Inter-Congolese Dialogue, also known as the 

nairobi Peace Process.
The Heads of state also directed the estab-

lishment of a Civilian Head Mission to coordi-
nate the political affairs of the regional force.

President Ruto said in a statement that the 
civilian officer will help insulate the east Afri-
can Regional Force from political and public 
affairs. “This will enhance peace and security 
in the region,” he added.

The heads of state also directed the east Afri-
can secretariat to form a technical committee 
by 15 June to evaluate the implementation of 
the force’s mandate and report to the Central 
Council on Defence Cooperation within 90 
days of the extension of the force’s agreement.

EAC meet extends regional force mandate in DRC to September

NAIROBI

eXPeRTs from the eastern African 
region have called for the strength-
ening of south-south cooperation in 
order to improve reproductive health 
services.

The experts, who spoke at a forum 
in the Kenyan capital of nairobi, un-
derscored the critical role of regional 
cooperation in policy formulation and 
funding as a means to boost reproduc-
tive health outcomes.

The experts from Kenya, Uganda, 
Tanzania, south sudan, ethiopia, 
Rwanda and Burundi said the mor-
bidity and mortality levels, especially 
of children and women, remain unac-
ceptably high.

“There is a need for countries in the 
Global south with similar challenges 
to share and mainstream approaches 
that work for them,” said Mohamed 
sheikh, director general at the na-
tional Council for Population and De-
velopment of Kenya, during the 13th 
eastern African Reproductive Health 
network Coordination Meeting.

sheikh observed that women, in 
particular, face increased health risks 
from teenage and unplanned preg-
nancies and limited birth spacing, 
hence the need to provide them with 
quality reproductive health services.

Jotham Musinguzi, the director-
general of the national Population 
Council of Uganda, urged govern-
ments in the region to consider in-

creasing funding to help strengthen 
policies on reproductive health. 
Musinguzi noted that east African 
nations currently have weak policies 
that have led to low budgetary allo-
cations toward reproductive health, 
adding that the solution lies with 
strengthened south-south coopera-
tion.

Rose Oronje, director of Policy and 
Knowledge Translation at the African 
Institute for Development Policy, ob-
served that countries in the eastern 
African region have enacted policies 
that promote access to quality repro-
ductive health services.

Oronje said there is an urgent need 
to provide relevant information 
for women, girls, and adolescents 
on matters regarding reproductive 
health. she added that the relation-
ship between health, population, and 
climate change dynamics provides a 
solid platform for developing more 
effective and sustainable solutions 
to achieve universal health coverage 
(UHC) and the sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (sDGs).

During the nairobi forum, the ex-
perts urged governments to main-
stream voluntary family planning 
and reproductive health in national 
policies and strategies. They pledged 
to develop actionable annual country-
specific work plans and build member 
capacity through strengthened south-
south cooperation for the attainment 
of UHC and the sDGs in the region.

African experts: South-South cooperation ought
better, strengthen reproductive health services

Community Development, Gender, Women and Special Groups minister Dr Dorothy Gwajima opens a national meeting of stakeholders implement-
ing the integrated programme on the education and early development of Tanzanian children in Dodoma city yesterday. Photo: Correspondent 
Peter Mkwavila

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

As part of efforts to enhance pro-
fessionalism and ensure productiv-
ity, the government plans to con-
duct capacity building training to 
over 600 state attorneys.

solicitor General, Dr Boniface 
Luhende made the statement in 
Dodoma on Thursday when brief-
ing journalists on the 5th anni-
versary of the office since its es-
tablishment in 2018.

He said the celebrations to 
be held on June 5th 2023 in the 
country’s capital will be graced by 
Prime Minister, Kassim Majaliwa.

Dr Luhende said the govern-
ment will offer such training to 
state attorneys from his office as 
well as those from the office of the 
Attorney General. The list will also 
include lawyers from government 
institutions, ministries, agencies 
and those from local government 
under the Prime Minister’s Office, 
Regional Administration and Lo-
cal government.

He said: “The office of the so-
licitor General has invited 24 ex-
perts including Judges and retired 
Judges from the High Court of Tan-
zania, the Court of Appeal and oth-
er experts from various universities 
to train the attorneys.”

Dr Luhende noted that train-
ers will share experiences and 

knowledge with participants on a 
number of legal issues including 
preparation of contracts, for in-
vestments in different sectors in-
cluding oil and gas as well as con-
flict resolution.

During the celebration, there 
will be various activities and ex-
hibitions whereas Tanzanians are 
invited to visit available pavilions 
and learn on diverse legal matters, 
he added.

“we will also use the celebrations 
to evaluate performance of the of-
fice of the solicitor General on how 
it executes its duties that includes 
giving advice to the government, 
conflict resolution and litigation 
and arbitration of civil cases on be-
half of the government within and 
outside the country,” he said.

He said the celebration and train-
ing are expected to be attended by 
various government officials, reli-
gious leaders and stakeholders. He 
said the Minister for Constitution 
and Legal Affairs, Dr Damas ndum-
baro, the ministry Permanent secre-
tary, Mary Makondo and the Attor-
ney General, Judge eliezer Feleshi 
will attend the event.

Re-establishment of the office of 
the solicitor General was part of the 
government initiatives to reform 
public service with a view of en-
hancing quality delivery of service. 

Government plans to conduct capacity
building training to 600 state attorneys
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‘AfDB committed to partner with Africa’s institutions to address development challenges’
  SHARM EL-SHEIKH

THe African Development Bank 
Group (AfDB) is committed to part-
nering with Africa’s regional and 
continental institutions to address 
the continent’s biggest develop-
ment challenges, said the bank’s 
President, Dr Akinwumi Adesina.

During his recent meeting 
with   heads of intergovernmental 
organisations and African develop-
ment finance institutions in sharm 
el-sheikh, egypt, Adesina reminded 
the meeting of the vital role Afri-
can regional institutions play in 
promoting Africa’s political, eco-

nomic, and social development and 
stressed that the continent needs 
to achieve double digit annual eco-
nomic growth to eradicate poverty.  

The meeting, titled ‘Mobilising 
capital for smart infrastructure and 
deeper integration’, was the second 
of its kind organised by the Bank on 
the sidelines of its Annual Meetings 
and offered participants an oppor-
tunity to share their main concerns 
and discuss opportunities for coop-
eration. 

“we must ensure that Africa is at 
the heart of debates worldwide. Af-
rica must have its rightful place in 
leading international bodies. But in 

addition to having a place, we also 
need resources,” he said.

He said the bank and regional and 
continental institutions must act to-
gether to achieve this. In particular, 
the African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA), a market of 1.4 bil-
lion consumers with a combined 
GDP of $3.4 trillion, should be put 
to work in creating value chains to 
change Africa’s role as a provider of 
raw materials for other countries’ 
development.

The Bank chief called on African 
regional organisations to work with 
individual countries to ensure that 
Africa benefits from the vast poten-

tial market for electric cars estimat-
ed at $34 trillion.

Adesina pointed out it would cost 
less to produce lithium-ion bat-
teries in Africa than in the United 
states or China.

Regional institutions, and es-
pecially regional economic com-
munities and regional banks have 
welcomed the Bank’s investments 
and are calling for more inclusive 
projects in the near term.

Albert Muchanga, African Union 
Commissioner for Trade and Indus-
try, outlined the Union’s expecta-
tions for funding, including for its 
specialised institutions.

“we are in the process of mobilis-
ing the private sector. we are work-
ing to set up the Association of Afri-
can stock exchanges and, together 
with the African Development Bank 
we have launched a study of Af-
rica’s development drivers, which 
will identify key actions needed to 
achieve economic growth of 7-10 
percent by 2063,” he said.

Arab Maghreb Union secretary-
General Taïeb Baccouche called for 
greater emphasis on young people 
to save them from the mirage of 
emigration. An agropastoral pro-
ject is now being rolled out to cre-
ate more jobs for young people in 

the Maghreb.
Baccouche said that abolishing vi-

sas would be a step forward for the 
proper functioning of the AfCFTA.

elias Magosi, executive secretary 
of the southern African Develop-
ment Community (sADC), said that 
infrastructure is a major concern 
for the sADC and in particular, en-
ergy infrastructure.

The Abidjan-Lagos Corridor 
Highway Development Project, the 
railway linking Tanzania, Burundi 
and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, and the Kinshasa-Brazza-
ville Road-Rail Bridge Project are 
just a few examples of projects the 

Ilala District Commissioner Edward Mpogolo (L) pictured in Dar es Salaam yesterday presenting a Jubilee Health Insurance donation of 45 desks to Kisutu Primary School head 
teacher Elizabeth Massawe. Right is the firm’s director, Dr Harold Adamson. Photo: Correspondent Imani Nathaniel

By Guardian Reporter, Mwanza

IT is estimated that about 3,000 women countrywide 
suffer from fistula, but only 2,000 among them seek prop-
er medical treatment.

The trend has contributed to turning the disease into a 
threat as more than 1,000 are not treated.

The statement was made recently by country director, 
Dr nguke Mwakatundu of the Americares Foundation 
Tanzania when speaking shortly after handing over equip-
ment worth 234.2m/- for obstetric fistula surgery at the Bu-
gando Zonal Referral Hospital in Mwanza City.

Dr Mwakatundu said fistula is still a challenge among 
women in the country, hence the need to put more effort 
into treating it.

“This is the reason why we have today decided to pro-
cure these special equipment for fistula surgery at Bugan-
do Hospital. Our aim is to ensure the hospital continues to 
provide such service with more expertise and efficiency,” 
he said, adding the foundation has been donating the 
equipment to restore smiles to women with the health 
challenge.

He said to be able to eradicate the disease by 2030, the 
foundation works closely with the government in sup-
porting regional hospitals to be able to provide fistula 
treatment service. He said the efforts are done to ensure 
women get such services at nearby health facilities in-
stead of travelling to Bugando hospital.

Director, Bugando zonal referral hospital, Fabian Masa-
ga said there are people who are not aware of the disease 
and how it can be treated. He said to successfully eradi-
cate the disease, efforts should be directed on provision 
of public education on how to control the disease.

He said education should also be given to nurses and 
midwives to ensure they provide quality reproductive 
care to women and expectant mothers.

Dr Masaga said the hospital receives between 300 and 
400 fistula patients per year, saying the number of pa-
tients indicates that the problem is still a challenge among 
many women in Lake Zone regions, especially Geita and 
shinyanga.

speaking on behalf of the Mwanza Regional Commis-
sioner, nyamagana District Commissioner Amina Mak-
ilagu said the government will continue to work hand in 
hand with private organizations including Americare, in-
cluding removing the tax on the equipment they provide 
for free in order to deal with the disease, the aim being to 
ensure that they work in a friendly environment in the 
country.

About 3,000 women countrywide
 suffer from fistula, says foundation

By Guardian Correspondent and 
Agencies

 
sHAnTA Gold Limited has 

declared commercial produc-
tion at its new singida gold 
mine effectively June 1st, 2023.

eric Zurrin, Chief executive 
said the move followed a rapid 
ramp-up after the first gold 
pour, with the mine achieving 
30 consecutive days of mill 
throughput exceeding 95 per 
cent of nominal nameplate ca-
pacity of 1,000 tonnes per day.

“The mine delivered steady 
results against production 
KPIs including consistent gold 
production and higher-than-
expected gold recoveries, cul-

minating in several successful 
gold shipments,” he added.

Cash flow from singida 
would allow shanta financial 
flexibility over the rest of the 
portfolio, starting with an ex-
tensive drilling programme, 
said Zurrin.

A forecast for production for 
singida will also be published 
this month alongside five-year 
guidance, with infill drilling 
to start shortly to upgrade the 
885,000 ounces (oz.) of re-
sources currently outside the 
reserve-based mine plan.

singida’s current ore stock-
pile totals 187,673 tonnes at 2.17 
grammes per tonne gold con-
taining 13,085oz.

Shanta Gold declares commercial 
production at new mine in Singida

Simanjiro district commissioner Dr Suleiman Serera pictured at Mirerani township on Thursday speaking at the launch of Mining Queen 
Awards organised by the Tanzania Women’s Mining Association (Tawoma). Photo: Correspondent Gift Thadey

By Guardian Reporter

MInIsTeR of state in the Vice 
President’s Office (Union and 
environment) Dr selemani Jafo 
said that Tanzania has put in 
place strategies and policies for 
sustainable management of the 
environment and conservation 
activities, including tree plant-
ing to deal with the negative im-
pacts of climate change.

speaking at the launch of the 
world environment week on 
Thursday in Dodoma Region, 
Jafo said the government has for 

three consecutive years being 
prioritising environment con-
servation issues which include 
implementation of different en-
vironment campaigns and tree 
planting across the country.

Minister Jafo said Tanzania 
like any other countries has in 
recent days experienced the 
great effects of climate change 
that have affected various sec-
tors of the economy and pro-
duction.

He said negative impacts of 
climate change have contrib-
uted to increasing food prices, a 

situation linked with drought 
that hit various parts of the 
country.

“we are all witnesses that 
most parts of the country 
received average and below 
average rain. In some areas, 
drought resulted in serious 
water shortages that led to 
deaths of livestock,’ said Jafo 
citing the case of simanjiro, 
Longido and Kiteto districts in 
northern parts of the country.

elaborating, Jafo noted that 
some areas in nungwi and 
some parts of Pemba Island in 

Zanzibar are now witnessing 
an increase in sea water levels 
that flows to people’s homes.

He said such incidents 
pushed the government to 
enhance environmental con-
servation activities as well as 
emphasizing people to plant 
trees. He said various tree 
planting campaigns are being 
held at district, regional and 
national level.

According to him, every 
human being needs a clean 
and safe environment, hence 
the need to sensitize people 

to conserve the environment. 
He said the government has 
directed local government 
authorities to make sure that 
building permits are issued 
together with instructions of 
planting trees.

“Issuing building permits 
should go together with the 
emphasis to plant trees; at a 
time construction activities 
are completed, one should 
also have a number of trees 
surrounding his compound,” 
he said.

He said plans are to plant 

nearly 276 million trees each 
year whereas every district 
must plant 1.5 million trees an-
nually. He said in Dodoma, the 
goal is to plant 40 million trees, 
a unique set goal compared to 
other regions and districts.

“we appreciate efforts by lo-
cal government authorities in 
managing these campaigns,” 
he said.

Dodoma Regional Commis-
sioner, Rosemary senyamule 
commended the Office of the 
Vice President for continued 
cooperation to her office, not-

ing Dodoma is among regions 
that are doing well in the tree 
planting campaigns.

“we are thankful to Presi-
dent samia suluhu Hassan for 
launching the Dodoma green 
campaign. All the trees you 
see around resulted from her 
efforts when she served as the 
Vice President,” said the RC.

senyamule said the region 
has also put in place effective 
strategies to protect water 
sources, including the Mzak-
we valley where a number of 
trees have been planted.

‘Tanzania has put in place strategies and policies for sustainable management of the environment and conservation activities’

The mine de-
livered steady 
results against 
production KPIs 
including consist-
ent gold produc-
tion and higher-
than-expected 
gold recoveries, 
culminating in 
several successful 
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The economics of conservation
   in agriculture is vital for SADC
A new report by the Southern 

African Development Community 
(SADC) has projected that 41.2 million 
people in 13 countries are estimated 
to be food insecure.  The SADC 2019 
synthesis report on the state of food 
and nutrition security and vulner-
ability in southern Africa shows that 
food insecurity has increased.The 
countries with the most significant 
increase in food insecurity com-
pared to last year are Zambia,  Zimba-
bwe,   Eswatini   Mozambique   and 
the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC).

   The increasing food insecurity is 
a warning that member states need 
to accelerate and scale up innovative 
approaches to strengthen the resil-
ience of the population to climate-
related disasters. Therefore  SADC 
Secretariat’s  need to   strengthen  the 
regional approaches to disaster pre-
paredness and response within the 
framework of the Regional Indicative 
Strategic Development Plan (RISDP) .

 The Secretariat should continue 
implementing and strengthening the 
capacities of member states in gen-
erating, disseminating and utilising 
vulnerability, food security, and cli-
mate information products to ensure 
better preparedness and response to 
disasters. Also the SADC Secretariat 
should develop a regional resilience 
strategy to provide a broad strategic 
framework towards the understand-
ing and building of resilience in the 
region.

The Report warns that the most 
vulnerable households are expected 
to exhaust their  crop harvest within 
zero to three months, compared to 
the average of three to five months, 
resulting in significant food con-
sumption gaps, especially during the 
coming lean season.

The 2019 report reveals that prob-
lems of chronic malnutrition in all its 
forms have remained high in the re-
gion. It said, in 10 out of 16 member 
states, stunting prevalence is above 

30 per cent.   The report linked wast-
ing and stunting with increased mor-
tality in the particular areas.

The new report attributes the 
worsening food security, nutrition, 
and vulnerability situation to fre-
quent and intense climate-related 
disasters, poor diets, economic hard-
ships, pests and diseases, and con-
flicts.

Rains were delayed and erratic, 
resulting in reduced area planted, 
poor germination and wilting that 
resulted in reduced crop harvests, 
water levels and poor pasture con-
ditions.  Crop pests, particularly the 
Fall Armyworm, continued to affect 
crop production across the region. 
The level of impact varies between 
countries depending on the levels 
of farmer awareness and capacity to 
manage the pest. 

The report also notes that a new 
strain of Foot and Mouth Disease 
has broken out   potentially threat-
ening the livestock industry in the 
region.The 2019 report recommends 
that national governments and de-
velopment partners assist the food 
insecure populations with food and 
cash-based transfers and scale up 
shock-responsive social safety nets 
programmes to protect the vulner-
able from recurrent severe climate-
related shocks.

It also calls for greater efforts to 
build the resilience of the popula-
tion against recurrent climate-related 
disasters, including creating employ-
ment in rural areas, and promoting 
conservation agriculture.

To improve nutrition, member 
states and development partners 
should implement high-impact nu-
trition interventions and step up ef-
forts to encourage the consumption 
of variety and quantity of micronu-
trient-rich foods. It also calls for the 
rehabilitation and establishment of 
community watering points for live-
stock and crops in the areas affected 
by drought.

Making sense of  Muhammadu Buhari’s eight years
 By Ifeanyi Uddin

AbECEDARIAN? Much of the Mu-
hammadu buhari government’s pol-
icy portmanteau was simply that. As 
were the subsequent cop-outs.

Concerned to repurpose the narra-
tive, post-office, the buhari adminis-
tration’s Pollyannaish interpretations 
of its time in office have consistently 
failed to connect the dots that mat-
ter. From the goals of public policies 
(invariably high-minded) to the in-
tended outcomes, the last eight years 
have been a patchwork of unintend-
ed (and often adverse) outcomes. Ar-
guably, the administration’s most sto-
ried policy was the attempt...to swap 
old banknotes for new ones. The net 
effect was as if one peered into a mal-
functioning kaleidoscope.

The buhari administration has 
always loved a delightful story. For 
this reason, its swansong has been 
stuffed with Mother Goose-type 
myths. “Nigeria is favoured. We have 
people, land and weather. How many 
nations are so lucky as Nigeria in the 
world? Very few nations are as lucky 
as we are. So, closing that border, over 
1,600km, from Lake Chad to benin, 
and Nigerians insist that they have to 
impress their neighbours and other 
people, then they eat foreign rice. I 
said no rice. you either eat what you 
grow, you grow what you eat, or you 
die. I tried to make my point and 
later Nigerians appreciated it.” Thus, 
now-former President Muhammadu 
buhari justified his government’s de-
cision in August 2019 to close the na-
tion’s borders.

Two years after the border closure, 
and just before the government de-
cided to reverse the decision, the fil-
lip that the policy had lent domestic 
productivity in the agricultural sec-
tor was evident in rising domestic 
food prices. If increased supply of 
agricultural produce, in result of the 
shuttered borders did not depress 
prices locally, it appeared to have had 
another unintended consequence. 
by 2021, the Republic of benin had 
become the 9th biggest importer of 
rice globally. Causation is decidedly 
not correlation. but with only 12 mil-
lion people, and its borders with Ni-
geria far more accommodating than 
a pre-owned bath-sponge, it is a fair 
bet where all that rice ended up.

Concerned to repurpose the narra-
tive, post-office, the buhari adminis-
tration’s Pollyannaish interpretations 
of its time in office have consistently 
failed to connect the dots that matter. 
From the goals of public policies (in-
variably high-minded) to the intend-
ed outcomes, the last eight years have 
been a patchwork of unintended (and 
often adverse) outcomes. Arguably, 
the administration’s most storied pol-
icy was the attempt, early this year, 
to swap old banknotes for new ones. 
The net effect was as if one peered 
into a malfunctioning kaleidoscope. 
As a type of Rorschach tests, the ad-

ministration’s policies have had no 
equivalent since the country’s forma-
tion -- existing as it were, in quantum 
superposition.

Awkwardly, the administration, 
head-in-the-sand like the proverbial 
ostrich, continued to ignore clear 
and present injuries to the economy 
from its benighted policies. Last 
week, the jury came in on much of 
that.... According to the NbS, “In real 
terms, trade’s year-on-year growth 
stood at 1.31% in the first quarter of 
2023, which was 5.24% points lower 
than the rate recorded in the previ-
ous year at 6.54%, and 3.24% points 
lower than in the preceding quarter 
at 4.54% growth rate”.

This feature of the government, 
incidentally, was not just about how 
the characterisation of the banknote 
replacement programme monstrous-
ly metamorphosed from a “swap” (a 
routine exercise) into “demonetisa-
tion”, and finally into “cash confis-
cation”. The accompanying somer-
saults in the administration’s thought 
chambers were ugly. No sooner was 
the claim that somehow the quan-
tity of cash-in-circulation in Nigeria 
exceeded the economy’s legitimate 
need punctured, than the buhari 
government rounded on a new target 
for the policy. Starved of cash by the 
policy, the stubborn northward tra-
jectory of inflation was supposedly 
going to moderate. This, of course, 
didn’t make sense. For it seemed to 

suggest the possibility of eliminating 
price rises simply by scrapping cash.

Abecedarian? Much of the buhari 
government’s policy portmanteau 
was simply that. As were the subse-
quent cop-outs. by the end, the bank-
note policy had become a cash con-
fiscation exercise designed to sanitise 
the forthcoming elections by remov-
ing the influence of moneybags.

Awkwardly, the administration, 
head-in-the-sand like the proverbial 
ostrich, continued to ignore clear and 
present injuries to the economy from 
its benighted policies. Last week, the 
jury came in on much of that. And 
according to the National bureau of 
Statistics, “Nigeria’s Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) grew by 2.31% (year-
on-year) in real terms in the first 
quarter of 2023. This growth rate 
declined from 3.11% recorded in the 
first quarter of 2022, and 3.52% in the 
fourth quarter of 2022. The reduc-
tion in growth is attributed to the ad-
verse effects of the cash crunch expe-
rienced during the quarter”. At more 
granular levels, trade numbers took a 
particularly nasty blow. According to 
the NbS, “In real terms, trade’s year-
on-year growth stood at 1.31% in the 
first quarter of 2023, which was 5.24% 
points lower than the rate recorded 
in the previous year at 6.54%, and 
3.24% points lower than in the pre-
ceding quarter at 4.54% growth rate”.

you could, then, argue that the 
conceptual distance between the 

narrative and what was possible was 
an unwavering feature of the stories 
the buhari government told while in 
office, and more so as it transitioned 
out. Still, even magical realist tales, 
as with every fable, yield a moral. In 
this case, the relevant lesson from the 
last eight years is how buhari govern-
ment tried too hard to do everything, 
despite its limited mental and fiscal 
resources.

Remember that trade numbers 
proxy for consumer spending, and 
recall the peripatetic lifestyle forced 
on the populace by the policy, and the 
forlorn look of many as they foraged 
for cash as would victims of a famine 
near a fresh rubbish bin, and it would 
have been surprising if these numbers 
came out any differently. you could, 
then, argue that the conceptual dis-
tance between the narrative and what 
was possible was an unwavering fea-
ture of the stories the buhari govern-
ment told while in office, and more so 
as it transitioned out. Still, even magi-
cal realist tales, as with every fable, 
yield a moral. In this case, the relevant 
lesson from the last eight years is how 
buhari government tried too hard to 
do everything, despite its limited men-
tal and fiscal resources.

Its successor could do no worse, 
given the same endowment, than to 
make it easier for the private sector 
to do more of the heavy lifting that 
the economy needs to make rapid 
progress.

Take care for investment, 
political mood not to sour

A RATHER special survey has lately 
been conducted, being the second 
time such a survey is carried out, for 
issues that diplomatic missions could 
have assessed on their own, without 
needing to call a workshop on the 
findings. Holding a survey among 
companies of the Nordic countries 
is testament to the motion of what in 
2007 was aired as the Economic Part-
nership Agreement (EPA) between 
Africa and Europe, and it largely 
failed. The survey is an indicator that 
its thrust remains, that a sort of com-
munity is being built, still.

The survey conducted by consult-
ants from Nordic embassies in Dar es 
Salaam and the city think-tank, RE-
POA, showed that a third of all Nordic 
firms (34 percent) find the current 
business environment to be more 
conductive than 12 months ago. What 
was more visible however was an as-
tonishing shift of mood from the situ-
ation when the survey was first con-
ducted back in 2019, showing impact 
of the vast changes taking place in pol-
icy under the sixth phase.  All that was 
to be expected, thus the upbeat mood 
on business, politics was just in line.

 Even then, the discussants did not 
lose focus in the warm environment, 
in taking note of the fact that political 
stability was top ranked by many Nor-
dic furms operating here as a vital fea-
ture in evaluating the business envi-
ronment. Even without actually citing 
detailed remarks, it can be figured out 
that this is a cancer in most African 
economies, as yet without institutions 
for amicable change of government. 
Institutional clashes become commu-
nal confrontations.

The seeds of a political breakdown 
aren’t admittedly visible, as indeed 
this country has never had such a 

situation, but there is an expression 
that ‘there is always a first time.’ For 
once, Tanzania was for 25 years used 
to a marginally constraining multi-
party environment until opposition 
seemed to win too big a portion of the 
vote by adopting dissidents from the 
ruling party. And then the wide rang-
ing freedoms were being misused, bu-
reaucrats doing as they pleased.

One problem about the survey and 
indeed the wider analytical belief 
system that informs such exercises 
from an academic point of view is that 
they first agree to put side the theory, 
and just test sentiments to prove this 
or that impression. So there is no 
underlying concept in any research 
organisation – from the famed Insti-
tute of Social Studies at The Hague to 
REPOA – that can tell us under what 
conditions economic reform will 
bring about political stability. Nor is 
it assured that a top researcher will 
explain what reforms we need to get 
many more  jobs.

With these big unanswered ques-
tions, we rely on our traditional con-
sensus to expect that things will be 
well in the next general elections.  We 
are also quite happy with broaden-
ing political freedoms and many in 
the REPOA audience may have been 
unhappy with the slow pace of real 
reforms. The media law that is con-
tested is still in place and the govern-
ment can’t finish wondering at what 
point it stops, which options it prefers 
to retain, etc. For once, disquiet in the 
past especially in the southern part 
of the country was rapidly curbed 
thanks to low reporting or discus-
sion, thus organised dissent shifted to 
Mozambique. It isn’t the sort of thing 
that those who push for less executive 
power discuss.
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By Hudson Kamoga

T
aNZaNIa is set to host the highly anticipated 
africa's food Systems forum 2023 Summit 
in Dar es Salaam this September. this event 
will not only position tanzania as a hub for 

agricultural innovation and sustainable food systems 
but also unleash significant economic opportunities 
and attract valuable investments.

  With its diverse agricultural landscape, commit-
ment to sustainable practices and strategic location, 
tanzania is poised to showcase its potential as a key 
player in africa's food industry.

Showcasing Tanzania's agricultural potential
tanzania boasts abundant natural resources and 

a favorable climate, making it an agricultural pow-
erhouse in africa. the africa's food Systems forum 
2023 Summit provides an ideal platform to showcase 
the country's rich agricultural potential, including its 
vast arable land, diverse crop production, and poten-
tial for agro-processing industries. With over 44 mil-
lion hectares of fertile land available, tanzania offers 
immense opportunities for agricultural investment 
and increased productivity.

Investment opportunities in agriculture and ag-
ribusiness

the hosting of the summit will attract a diverse 
range of stakeholders, including financial Institu-
tions, policymakers, researchers, investors, and en-
trepreneurs from across the continent and beyond. 
this convergence of experts presents an excellent 
opportunity for tanzania to attract foreign direct 
investment (fDI) in agriculture and agribusiness sec-
tors. Investments in areas such as modern farming 
techniques, agricultural infrastructure, research and 
development, value chain development, and agro-
processing will create jobs, enhance food security, 
and drive economic growth.

Boosting value-added agro-processing indus-
tries

the africa's food Systems forum 2023 Summit 
will emphasize the importance of value addition and 
agro-processing in promoting sustainable food sys-

Food Systems Forum 2023: Economic opportunities and investment potential

By Telesphor Magobe

L
aSt week, we briefly looked at ‘mob justice’ 
and saw how it often threatens the safety of in-
nocent citizens. We gave an example of a per-
son who was killed after the other person with 

whom he was and who was being hunted by the lynch 
mob, ran away. We also gave another example of anoth-
er innocent person who was lynched after the person 
who was wanted ran away.

eyewitnesses say if a person you know well, who 
could be your spouse, son, daughter, friend, colleague 
or neighbour, falls into the hands of the lynch mob and 
you happen to defend him or her that he or she is inno-
cent, you too will be lynched with him or her. We con-
cluded that in such awkward circumstances, none is 
safe for the lynch mob has no time to think intelligently 
or even follow legal procedures. 

today, I invite you to look at the evidence of a sin-
gle witness in respect of identification. You might have 
come across some stories in which you take sides by 
reason of empathy with the narrator or the victim of 
a criminal incident, but in the eyes of the law the out-
come of it could be quite different.

this was clear in a criminal appeal No 69 of 2020, 
originating from a criminal case No 185 of 2019 in the 
District Court of Moshi, Kilimanjaro region. In the trial 
court, three accused persons were jointly indicted on 
the offence of unnatural offence contrary to section 
154(1)(a) of the Penal Code (r.e. 2002).

It was alleged that on april 19, 2019 in Kirua Vunjo, 
Moshi District, the accused persons forced themselves 
on a person whom they undressed and one after an-
other had carnal knowledge of that person against the 
order of nature. During evidence the victim said was 
able to recognise the accused persons’ faces with the 
help of a light coming from a nearby house.

the victim had escaped, leaving behind his clothes 
and was then taken to hospital for medical examina-
tion. the doctor, who examined him, observed that he 
had bruises all over his body and was mentally retard-
ed. the accused denied to have sodomised him, then 

Evidence of visual identification can be tricky in some circumstances 

entered against the ap-
pellants is quashed and 
sentences set aside.”

 It suffices to say that 
there is a need to be well 
acquainted with the law 
if we want to benefit from 
the relief or legal rem-
edies it provides. Other-
wise, we might end up los-
ing and be disappointed 
even if we had a chance of 
winning the case.

Today’s proverb: 
“Make every bargain 
clear and plain, that 
none may afterwards 
complain.”

The author is a lawyer 
based in Dar es Salaam. 
He can be reached at 
tmagobe@gmail.com

ing into account that he was intoxi-
cated and of unsound mind.

On this ground, the appellants 
argued that the court ought to have 
fully satisfied itself before rely-
ing on such evidence to eliminate 
the possibility of mistaken iden-
tity. their argument went that “the 
trial magistrate’s holding that ‘the 
dark was not heavy’ without prop-
erly analysing the intensity of light 
around was erroneous.”  

Looking at the evidence pro-
vided by both sides, High Court of 
tanzania Judge B.r. Mtungi held 
that it was undisputed that the trial 
magistrate misdirected herself in 
convicting the appellants without 
analysing the evidence and elimi-
nating all possibilities of mistaken 
identity.

He cited the case of anthony 
Kiaodi v republic, Criminal ap-
peal No 94 of 2005 (unreported) in 
which the Court of appeal stated: 

“regarding the evidence of visual 
identification, no court should act 
on such evidence unless all pos-
sibilities of mistaken identity are 
eliminated and that the evidence 
before it is absolutely water tight."

He said in Waziri amani v repub-
lic [1980] 250 the Court of appeal 
had laid down conditions to be con-
sidered when assessing the issue of 
identification that: “the principle of 
identification is that where a witness 
is testifying about identifying anoth-
er person in unfavourable circum-
stances like during the night he [or 
she] must give clear evidence which 
leaves no doubt that the identifica-
tion is correct and reliable.”

the Court of appeal held further 
that: “to do so, [the witness] will 
need to mention all the aids to un-
mistaken identification like proxim-
ity to the person being identified, 
the source of light and its intensity, 
the length of time the person be-

ing identified was within view and 
whether the person is familiar or a 
stranger.”

Judge Mtungi held that consider-
ing the victim’s intoxicated mind 
and mental status, together with 
the sudden act, under such cir-
cumstances, the identification of 
the appellants was, therefore, unfa-
vourable. He added that it was un-
fortunate that “the case revolved 
solely on the evidence of the vic-
tim, which in the circumstances, 
was insufficient.”

In abdullah bin Wendo v re-
public (1953) 20 eaCa 166, which 
the High Court Judge cited, it was 
stated that there was always a need 
for testing with the greatest care 
the evidence of a single witness in 
respect of identification. He then 
concluded that “the case against 
the appellants was not proved at 
the required standard. I hereby 
allow the appeal, the conviction 

the prosecution called 
four witnesses and four 
other witnesses testified 
for the accused.

the trial court was sat-
isfied with the evidence 
provided against the ac-
cused persons after it was 
proved at the required 
standard and each ac-
cused person was con-
victed of the offence and 
sentenced to 30-year im-
prisonment.

aggrieved by the con-
viction and sentence, the 
three convicts appealed 
to the High Court of tan-
zania on seven grounds, 
one of them being that 
the trial magistrate erred 
in law and fact in hold-
ing that there was proper 
identification of the ap-
pellants by the victim, tak-

tems.
tanzania, with its vast 

agricultural resources, can 
leverage this opportunity to 
develop and expand its agro-
processing industries. Value 
addition initiatives, such as 
food processing, packaging, 
and preservation, will not 
only enhance the value of 
agricultural produce but also 
create a robust agribusiness 
ecosystem and contribute to 
export diversification.

Strengthening supply 
chain and logistics infra-
structure

Hosting the summit will 
draw attention to tanzania's 
logistics and supply chain 
infrastructure, a crucial fac-
tor for efficient food systems. 
this event presents an ideal 
platform to showcase the 
ongoing investments and 
improvements in transport 
networks, cold storage fa-
cilities, and trade corridors, 

strengthening tanzania's po-
sition as a regional trade hub. 
Improved infrastructure will 
facilitate the movement of 
agricultural products with-
in the country and enable 
seamless trade connections 
with neighboring countries 
and international markets.

Technology and innova-
tion in agriculture

the africa's food Systems 
forum 2023 Summit will 

highlight the role of tech-
nology and innovation in 
transforming agriculture and 
promoting sustainable food 
systems. tanzania, with its 
growing digital landscape 
and emerging technology 
startups, can seize this op-
portunity to showcase its 
innovative solutions in pre-
cision agriculture, farm man-
agement systems, market 
linkage platforms, and data-
driven decision-making. this 

will not only attract investments 
in agri-tech but also accelerate the 
adoption of modern practices and 
improve productivity in the sector.

employment generation and pov-
erty alleviation

the agriculture sector is a major 
employer in tanzania, providing 
livelihood opportunities for a sig-
nificant portion of the population, 
particularly in rural areas. the in-
creased investments resulting from 
the summit will lead to job creation 
and income generation across the 
value chain. By fostering inclusive 
growth and empowering small-
holder farmers, tanzania can make 
significant strides in poverty alle-
viation and contribute to the overall 
socio-economic development of the 
country.

Unique opportunity 
the africa's food Systems forum 

2023 Summit, to be hosted by tan-
zania in September, offers a unique 
opportunity to showcase the coun-
try's agricultural potential, attract 
investments, and promote sustain-
able food systems. By leveraging 
this event, tanzania can stimulate 
economic growth, enhance food 
security, and position itself as a re-
gional leader in agriculture and ag-
ribusiness. the summit's outcomes 
will pave the way for transformative 
investments, technological advance-
ments, and improved market linkag-
es, ultimately benefiting tanzania's 
economy and its people.

 

The author is Head of the Gov-
ernment Communication Unit in 
the Ministry of Agriculture.
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Sri Lanka and Japan: The return of old friends
By Neville de Silva

O
N May 24, Sri Lanka President ranil 
Wickremesinghe arrived on a three-day 
official visit to Japan, his second visit to 
the country, having attended the State 

funeral of former prime minister Shinzo abe last 
September.

this would also be President Wickremesinghe’s 
second summit with Japanese Prime Minister 
fumio Kishida, the first having been on the side 
lines of the Shinzo abe funeral, signalling the im-
portance of Japan in Sri Lanka’s foreign policy re-
thinking and a move away from over reliance on 
China.

President Wickremesinghe’s visit has more sig-
nificance than economic persuasion– trying to en-
courage Japanese investors to return to Sri Lanka 
after a couple or more bad experiences in recent 
years.

under the Gotabaya rajapaksa presidency, Co-
lombo reneged on major projects agreed to, in-
cluding a major Light rail transit (Lrt) in Colom-
bo for which the basic work had already begun.

Colombo dropped it without any prior notice 
to Japan and also went back on a tripartite agree-
ment with Japan and India (and Sri Lanka) on the 
development of the Colombo port’s east terminal.

at his meeting with Prime Minister Kishida, 
Wickremesinghe expressed regret over his coun-
try’s past relations with Japan and said Colombo 
was ready to restart the dropped projects.

Wickremesinghe’s visit however is more than to 
revive economic cooperation at a time when Sri 
Lanka is passing through hard times having de-
clared itself bankrupt in april last year. It had to 
turn to the IMf for a rescue package that would 
help pull the country out of the economic morass 
into which it had fallen- or been pushed into it– by 
mediocre governance and incompetent advisers.

His new relationship with Japan covers a broad-
er canvas that surpasses bilateral relations though 
to a struggling Sri Lankan people burdened right 
now by high taxes, increasing tariffs on utilities 
and unbearably steep prices on domestic com-
modities, day to day existence presents the imme-
diate priority.

Meanwhile small industries and businesses are 
shutting up unable to bear operating costs such 
as huge electricity rates-and higher water rates to 
come- throwing people out of jobs.

at the same time, professionals such as doctors, 
engineers, surveyors and It and technically quali-
fied personnel are quitting the country having 
found employment abroad or in search of fresh 
opportunities both in the developed and develop-
ing world.

Japan has been particularly helpful in advocat-
ing Sri Lanka’s case at the Paris Club on debt re-
structuring as called for in the IMf programme 
and has not joined hands with the west in castigat-
ing Sri Lanka at the uN Human rights Council in 
Geneva as the uS, uK, Canada and some european 
nations have done. Japan’s approach has been 
more sober and benign

furthermore, Colombo, embroiled as it is in 
delicate diplomacy at a time when Indian Ocean 
politics is becoming more complicated and con-
frontational, sees Japan along with India and the 
west as a countervailing force to China’s expand-
ing naval activity and presence in the region.

But there are two other reasons that drive Presi-
dent Wickremesinghe’s interest in establishing 
closer relations with tokyo. One is national. the 
other personal though some might not see it that 
way.

the national motive is to create more distance 
in Sri Lanka’s relations with China which had be-
come too close for comfort under the rajapaksas 
(both presidents Mahinda and Gotabaya) for a 
country that could find itself caught in a gather-
ing geopolitical storm given its geostrategic loca-
tion and China’s continuing interest in widening 
its footprints and influence in Sri Lanka.

Xi Jinping and his ruling clan would rather see 

the rajapaksas back in the seats of 
power than Wickremesinghe who they 
consider pro-western in his thinking, 
especially pro-Washington.

Moreover, one may conclude that 
Wickremesinghe sees Japan as a more 
reliable friend and one without super 
power ambitions.

the other is the strong bond Japa-
nese leaders have developed for and 
with Sri Lanka dating back to the 1951 
San francisco Conference when some 
48 countries met to draft a post-war 
peace treaty for defeated Japan.

One wonders whether many mod-
ern-day observers realise the impor-
tant role that Ceylon, as it was called 
then, played at that conference, large-
ly due to the performance of Ceylon’s 
then finance Minister Junius richard 
Jayewardene, popularly known as 
“Jr”.

Jayewardene, who earned the sobri-
quet “Yankee Dicky” at home for his 
pro-uS proclivities and in 1978 was Sri 
Lanka’s first executive president, was 
ranil Wickremesinghe’s uncle.

In an article former Sri Lanka am-
bassador Bandu de Silva wrote some 
8 years ago, he recalls the critical role 
Ceylon played at the time and an ear-
lier meeting of the Commonwealth 
foreign Ministers in Colombo that for 
the first time proposed that Japan be 
declared an independent nation.

ambassador de Silva states that 
Wikipedia’s account of the confer-
ence states Minister Jayewardene’s 

speech was received with resounding 
applause. Later, the New York times 
wrote that “the voice of free asia, 
eloquent, melancholy and still strong 
with the tilt of an Oxford accent, dom-
inated the Japanese peace treaty con-
ference today.”

What is it that Minister Jayewardene 
said when the very future of Japan was 
being debated and discussed that has 
endured Japan’s leaders and its peo-
ple to a tiny Indian Ocean-island that 
itself suffered from Japanese air raids 
on Colombo in april 1942 and the Brit-
ish naval base in north eastern trinco-
malee and had gained independence 
only three years earlier in 1948?

While some other nations called for 
curbs on Japan and demanded com-
pensation for war-time damage Cey-
lon not only urged an independent 
Japan free to build its future and re-
nounced its right to reparations from 
Japan.

“Hatred does not cease by hatred but 
by love”, Jayewardene told the confer-
ence quoting the words of the Bud-
dha. Interestingly Sri Lanka and Japan 
are both Buddhist countries though 
following two different schools.

records show that when Japan of-
fered to construct a new building for 
the Ceylon embassy in tokyo the Co-
lombo government politely turned it 
down.

Perhaps the foundation of the 
friendship between the two nations 
is best set out by the Japanese ambas-

sador at the 50th anniversary Com-
memoration of diplomatic relations 
held in Colombo in 2002.

recalling Jr Jayewardene’s speech 
at the San francisco Conference, am-
bassador Seiichiro Otsuka said: “In the 
grim aftermath of the war, as Japan 
began to rise from the ashes and re-
build its nation, it was the government 
and people of Sri Lanka, then Ceylon, 
who extended their genuine hand of 
friendship to the Japanese people.”

“Japan and the Japanese people 
have been indeed grateful to Sri Lanka 
for the friendship and magnanimity 
extended to us at the time of our dif-
ficulties by the government and peo-
ple of Sri Lanka. It is in this spirit that 
Japan has stood firmly and steadfastly 
side by side with Sri Lanka as a true 
friend and a constructive partner for 
Sri Lanka’s development. Indeed, 50 
years of our cooperative bilateral re-
lations has been guided, on our part, 
by this spirit which Mr Jayewardene 
spoke of at San francisco on Septem-
ber 8,1951….friendship and trust.”

However, Minister Jayewardene’s 
strong and clear support for Japan’s 
independence might have had a set-
back for Ceylon elsewhere.

With the east-West Cold War begin-
ning to get warmer, the Soviet union 
proposed amendments to the Japan 
peace treaty that would have restrict-
ed Japan’s freedom of action.

Ceylon’s representative took upon 
himself to counter Soviet union ob-

jections. at one point Jaye-
wardene turned sarcastic saying 
the amendments with which the 
Soviet union sought to “insure 
to the people of Japan the fun-
damental freedoms of expres-
sion, of press and publication, 
of religious worship, of political 
opinion and of public meeting 
– freedoms, which the people 
of the Soviet union themselves 
would dearly love to possess 
and enjoy.”

Some might well argue that 
Moscow took its revenge on 
Ceylon for Jayewardene’s pub-
lic rebuke by blocking Ceylon’s 
admission as a member to the 
united Nations for some years, 
arguing that Ceylon was not an 
independent country as it had a 
defence treaty with the uK.

How Ceylon gained admission 
to the uN in 1956 is the result of 
a quid pro quo with Moscow. But 
that is another story.

Neville de Silva is a veteran 
Sri Lankan journalist who 
held senior roles in Hong 
Kong at The Standard and 
worked in London for Gemini 
News Service. He has been a 
correspondent for the foreign 
media including the New York 
Times and Le Monde. More 
recently he was Sri Lanka’s 
Deputy High Commissioner in 
London.

On May 25, Hayashi Yoshimasa, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan, paid a courtesy call on Ranil Wickremesinghe, President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri 
Lanka, who was visiting Japan to attend the Nikkei Forum May 28 on the “Future of Asia.” Credit: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan
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In recent years, the government has been making 
some of the notable changes in the judicial system 
to enhance justice dispensation. Our Correspond-
ent rose Mwalongo interviewed Minister for Con-
stitutional and Legal affairs Dr Damas ndumbaro 
(pictured) on the government’s stance in some of the 
burning issues within the legal framework.  excerpts.

 
Q: During the most recent Parliamentary ses-

sion, your ministry was quoted to have said it 
was going to table a Bill for the amendment of the 
Marriage Act of 1971.  However, a few days ago we 
saw a schedule of amendment without the Bill, 
any change of plans for your part?

 
A: the government is still collecting views in re-

gard to the Marriage act of 1971.
Last time we met with MPs, religious institutions, 

the Muslim Council of tanzania, sheikh Issa Ponda 
and others. we thought the process was complete 
during a national dialogue to  discuss the  Marriage 
act but we received a lot of views from several stake-
holders in the Parliament and they are still coming 
out. we cannot close our doors because if we rush 
they will say we denied them the chance to do so.

 
Q:    What if the process takes ages let us say 

until next year what would the government do?
A: Law making process is about consensus and we 

need it especially in this law which is sensitive as it 
touches religious beliefs.   as a government we will 
listen to each person and we will take aboard the ma-
jority views. 

Q: There are several laws that are  outdated, 
one being the Prisons Act of 1967.  Any plans to 

Law making process is about
consensus, says Dr ndumbaro

amend the same to allow members of 
the press to have access to news on 
prisons to tell the untold stories of 
prisoners some of whom could be in-
nocent?

 
  A: we need to  ponder carefully  in 

which context we want our laws on pris-
ons to be.  there  are a lot of perspec-
tives on prisons in the world, one being 
the us and uK who do not allow media 
to the prisons as well as the scandinavi-

an countries which are liberal and allow 
prisoners to work outside and return to 
the cell at the end of the day. the prison 
is a restricted area no wonder the law is 
the way it is.  needless to say, the Min-
istry of Home affairs is the custodian of 
the law and will be in a better position to 
talk about it as we have 487 laws divided 
in various ministries and institutions.

 
Q: Tanzania still retains the death 

penalty in its country books.     Any 

plans to abolish the mandatory impo-
sition of the capital punishment tak-
ing into consideration that there is 
enough evidence to show that not eve-
ryone in prison is a criminal and that 
some may be there simply because 
they failed to pay a good defense law-
yer to defend them in court? 

 
A: the law emanates not from the gov-

ernment’s will but rather the society and 
what the society needs at that particu-

lar time. there has been so much 
pressure from stakeholders inside 
and outside the country to abolish 
the death penalty. Capital punish-
ment has divided a lot of coun-
tries in the world.   for instance, 
in the us, some states implement 
and some don’t. we have people 
who want capital punishment 
and some who don’t want it. the 
government listens to views from 
all sides, weighs them and takes 
aboard majority views.   at the 
moment, capital punishment is 
still in our country's books.

 
Q: It is in the records that the 

Nyalali Commission made a 
recommendation for the coun-
try to abolish the death penal-
ty.  It is also on record that the 
Law Reform Commission was 
once assigned to collect pub-
lic views in regard to the death 
penalty but its findings were 
never made public. During the 
Universal Periodic Review, the 
government was also quoted 
as saying that consultation was 
still in progress on whether to 
abolish or retain the death pen-
alty.   Any plans to do so in the 
near future?

 
  A:   the government still con-

tinues to improve our laws and 
has empowered   the Law reform 
Commission to work, review coun-
try laws and advise it accordingly. 
the Law reform Commission has 
been engaging in research of vari-
ous laws where it will advise the 
government on the best approach. 

WHO: Grow food, not
tobacco, to rein in TB

By Guardian Reporter

tHe world Health Organisa-
tion (wHO) has urged countries to 
strengthen collaboration between 
tuberculosis (tB) and tobacco con-
trol programmes with relevant sec-
tors in planning and implementation 
of holistic people-centred services to 
reduce deaths and suffering due to 
tB and tobacco smoking.

Dr tereza Kasaeva, Director of 
wHO Global tuberculosis Pro-
gramme said the wHO’s end tB 
strategy emphasises the need for 
action on tB and comorbidities, in-
cluding tobacco smoking.

nutrition and tobacco use are ma-
jor determinants of tB globally.

In 2021, of the 10.6 million people 
who fell ill with tB, 2.2 million were 
attributable to under nutrition and 
nearly 0.7 million to tobacco smok-
ing.

at the 2018 un High Level Meeting 
on tB, member states committed to 
assuring health services that address 
tobacco use as part of a comprehen-
sive package of tB services.

“this requires close partnership 
between tB programmes and to-
bacco control programmes, and the 

engagement of all key stakehold-
ers to scale up implementation of 
wHO recommendations on tB and 
on tobacco cessation to meet this 
commitment. the wHO framework 
for collaborative action on tB and 
comorbidities provides guidance 
on strengthening people-centred 
services for tB and comorbidities, 
including tobacco smoking,” said Dr 
Kasaeva. 

People who smoke tobacco have 
double the risk of tB disease, slower 
recovery, and a higher risk of unfa-
vourable tB treatment outcomes, 
including recurrence of tB, death, 
and post-tB pulmonary and cardio-
vascular disease.

smoking cessation during tB 
treatment can improve treatment 
outcomes and has been shown to re-
duce the risk of tB infection and tB 
disease among household contacts 
as well. Improving food security and 
reducing tobacco smoking globally 
will therefore contribute significant-
ly to the fight to end tB. 

the theme of this year’s world no 
tobacco Day campaign was ‘Grow 
food, not tobacco’ provides an op-
portunity to highlight the critical role 
of these interlinked determinants of 

health, including tB, and the 
need for collective multisec-
toral action to address them. 
the theme encourages gov-
ernments to end subsidies 
for tobacco growing and use 
these savings to transform 
farming practices to contrib-
ute to improved food secu-
rity and nutrition.

the upcoming second 
un High-Level Meeting on 
tB provides an opportunity 
to reaffirm and strengthen 
these commitments and ac-
celerate progress to end tB.

In the context of increasing 
global food insecurity due to 
climate change and interna-
tional conflict, a shift from to-
bacco farming towards grow-
ing sustainable food crops 
can significantly impact the 
health and wellbeing of pop-
ulations.

sustained efforts to re-
duce tobacco smoking and 
improve global food security 
can contribute to ending tB 
and achieving Health for all, 
and to progress towards the 
sustainable Development 
Goals.   world no tobacco 
Day is commemorated on 
May 31st  to draw global at-
tention to the tobacco epi-
demic and the preventable 
suffering, disease, and deaths 
it causes. 

By Carolize Jansen

ZIMBaBwean pea export-
ers are unable to meet the 
demand for peas from the 
uK and the netherlands this 
season, which is why now 
would be a propitious time 
to open a vegetable packing 
facility to pack the export 
and local product of small-
holder farmers.

In fact, the largest export 
packing facility in southern 
Zimbabwe and arguably the 
largest packing facility for 
small holder export growers 
in the country, according to 
emmanuel Dube, an agrono-
mist and agricultural Value 
Chains Coordinator at tech-

noserve, will open 350km 
from Harare near Chachacha 
growth point at the end of 
June or beginning July 2023.

anglo-american, which 
aims to “re-imagine” mining 
at their unki platinum mine 
in Zimbabwe’s Midlands 
Province, funds the takura 
project. for this purpose, the 
company contracted tech-
noserve as its implementing 
partner to upscale the activi-
ties of existing smallholder 
farmers in mining communi-
ties within the mine’s zone of 
influence.

"we always try to keep 
as much wild vegetation 
around the project as we 
can. we have a policy to try 

and reduce deforestation as 
much as possible. In addition 
we support all beneficiaries 
to plant trees around their 
fields/irrigation schemes for 
sustainability purposes," em-
manuel said.

around 300 smallholder 
growers who used to grow 
maize (corn), cabbage, to-
matoes and onions for local 
production, now in addition 
grow mangetout and sugar 
snap peas for export, with 
fine beans, chillies and baby 
corn possibly added next 
summer.

“a very big gap has opened 
in the pea export sector 
which represents an oppor-
tunity for small scale farmers 

to get into the export mar-
kets,” emmanuel observes. 
“Currently we’re unable to 
meet the demand.”

the technoserve techni-
cal team who have over 40 
years’ cumulative experi-
ence are responsible for the 
horticultural division of the 
project which, when this 
packhouse is finished, will 
be able to supply directly to 
clients in the uK and europe.

the project encompasses 
seven irrigation schemes, 
some of whom benefit from 
load shedding exemption 
granted to winter wheat pro-
duction in the same area.

emmanuel remarks that 
electricity supply in Zimba-

bwe, even though they too 
have had load shedding for 
many years, is “way better” 
than in south africa.

“we are looking for new 
markets to absorb products 
from smallholder farmers. 
we can grow a wide range of 
crops apart from peas, like 
fine beans, sweet corn, chil-
lies, passion fruit, baby veg-
etables, depending on the 
market. we have a beautiful 
climate here in Zimbabwe 
and we try as much as pos-
sible to own the value chain.”

He points out that export 
earnings from a piece of 
land as small as 0.05 hec-
tare the economic outlook 
of a household is drastically 

changed.
He explains that through 

exports, a small-scale grower 
can earn easily five times 
more than before and the 
new pack house will increase 
the returns even more.

“we’ve had very good suc-
cess stories. One farmer ta-
tenda Gonye from the Gonye 
irrigation scheme, who is a 
beneficiary of the project, 
told me he was now able to 
send his daughter to univer-
sity from the earnings gained 
from exporting peas.”

the project’s infrastruc-
ture remains in possession of 
the community when tech-
noserve or anglo american 
withdraw through its own-

ership by the takura trust 
in which communities are 
directly represented.

emmanuel notes that Ha-
rare is still the destination 
for airfreight produce. Ma-
puto has “huge potential” as 
an alternative to sea freight 
exports through south af-
rica’s ports.

“It would cut down on dis-
tance and costs. the road 
network from windhoek in 
namibia, running through 
Zimbabwe all the way to Ma-
puto is very good. It is one 
of the best road networks in 
the country, funded by the 
southern african Develop-
ment Community and pri-
vately maintained,” he says.

Zimbabwean smallholder farmers take up the baton to export peas

JOHANNESBURG

aBOut 45 percent of south afri-
cans feel "most unsafe" in outdoor 
public spaces while 7 percent feel 
"not safe at all" in their homes, ac-

cording to a survey made by the au-
tomobile association of south africa.

Only 31 percent of south africans 
feel either "mostly safe" or "com-
pletely safe" in the country, the asso-
ciation said in its latest state of secu-

rity report released tuesday.
the association said they conduct-

ed the survey in March and april this 
year with 1,438 respondents to de-
termine direct feedback on personal 
security in south africa. about 76 per-

cent of the respondents reported be-
ing a victim of a crime in south africa, 
according to the findings.

about 88 percent of the respond-
ents said they believe crime will in-
crease in the future, with many spend-

ing money on personal security such 
as more burglar bars, alarm systems 
and security cameras at their homes, 
said willem Groenewald, chief execu-
tive officer of the association.

Official data released tuesday by 

the south african police authority 
showed that a total of 6,289 people 
were murdered in the country in the 
first quarter of 2023, a 3.4-percent in-
crease from the level recorded in the 
same period last year.  

45 pct of south africans feel unsafe in public places - survey
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By Ifeanyi Nsofor

N
eW research shows that Black mothers in the 
united States disproportionately live in coun-
ties with higher maternal vulnerability and 
face greater risk of preterm death for the fetus, 

greater risk of low birth weight for a baby, and a higher 
number of maternal deaths.

While poor maternal outcomes among Black women 
in the u.S. is not new, improving it is imperative. u.S. poli-
cymakers can look to sub-Saharan africa for guidance 
on reversing this trend.

the problem of poor maternal health for Black wom-
en in the u.S. is dire. too many Black women die during 
pregnancy and childbirth due to preventable causes. 
for instance, the 2020 maternal mortality data rates 
released by the u.S. Centers for Disease Control showed 
overwhelming maternal deaths among Black women 
compared to other women over a 3-year period (2018 – 
2020).

to put it in context, maternal deaths among Black 
women in the u.S. is worse than african countries like 
Namibia, Botswana, South africa, Libya, tunisia and 
egypt.

further, according to the Kaiser family foundation, 
maternal and infant health disparities are symptoms of 
broader underlying social and economic inequities that 
are rooted in racism and discrimination.

In a previous piece, I wrote about the way that insti-
tutionalized racism is keeping Black americans sick. 
therefore, healthcare providers and policymakers 
across the u.S. must ensure respectful maternity care for 
all women during pregnancy, childbirth and afterwards.

the united Nations Office of the High Commissioner 
for Human rights says respectful maternity care “en-
compasses respect for women’s basic human rights, in-
cluding recognition of and support for women’s auton-
omy, dignity, feelings, choices, and preferences, such as 
choice of companionship wherever possible.”

unfortunately, there is overwhelming evidence that 
Black american women face disrespect and profound 
indignity during pregnancy and childbirth. tennis player 
and businesswoman Serena Williams almost died due to 
blood clots after giving birth because her nurse refused 
to listen to her cry for help. that clot could have led to 
a stroke. Her doctor eventually listened to her, and this 
saved her. If one of the most influential and most power-
ful women can have such a near-death experience, what 
is the fate of other Black american women who are not 
as privileged? respectful maternity care is a way to en-
sure equity irrespective of class and race.

these are three lessons american policymakers can 
learn from successful maternal health projects across 
countries in sub-Saharan africa as they try to save Black 
american lives.

first, is the continuum of care – prevention of postpar-
tum hemorrhage project, implemented by Pathfinder 
International in Nigeria. It was a novel project that de-
ployed several evidence-based interventions to prevent 
excessive bleeding after childbirth across the country.

these included the use of misoprostol to ensure ad-
equate uterine contraction after the delivery of the baby; 
use of a plastic sheet with a pouch for blood loss estima-
tion and active management of the third stage of labor 
to ensure the placenta is properly separated after the 
baby is delivered. these interventions led to a reduc-
tion in women who bled excessively after childbirth and 
improved the overall survival of women in participating 
health facilities.

for example, a new study on the efficacy of the plastic 
sheet carried out in 80 hospitals across 4 african coun-
tries, showed a reduction in the number of women expe-
riencing severe bleeding by 60%.

a second example is the maternal nutrition program, 
implemented by Garden Health International in rwan-
da. adequate nutrition during pregnancy is imperative 
for the wellbeing of the unborn child.

the first 1000 days of life are even more crucial. 
through the Maternal Nutrition curriculum, pregnant 
women are encouraged to attend antenatal classes at 

What sub-Saharan African nations can teach the US about black maternal health

While poor maternal outcomes among black women in the U.S. is not new, improving it is imperative. U.S. policymakers can look to sub-Saharan Africa for guidance on 
reversing this trend. Credit: Ernest Ankomah/IPS
least four times in health facili-
ties where they are educated 
on how to address the factors 
that can contribute to malnu-
trition. Women are taught how 
to prepare a balanced meal, 
the importance of hygiene and 
food safety in preventing mal-
nutrition, the importance of the 
timely introduction of breast-
feeding and complementary 
feeding, and postnatal care.

for instance, through the 
“one pot, one hour” cooking 
initiative, families are taught 
to use readily available foods 

to prepare nutritious meals is 
a core component of this pro-
gram. Its success led to its adop-
tion by the rwandan Ministry of 
Health and it was implemented 
by 44,000 community health 
workers across the country.

a last example is the Kanga-
roo Mother Care for very low 
birth weight infants in South 
africa. Very low birth weight in-
fants are prone to hypothermia 
– a significant and potentially 
dangerous drop in body tem-
perature.

according to the WHO, Kan-

garoo Mother Care involves in-
fants being carried, usually by 
the mother, with skin-to-skin 
contact. If the mother is unable 
to fulfill the role, the father or 
other members of the family 
can take on the responsibility 
of skin-to-skin contact and pro-
vide warmth for the infant. a 
study of Kangaroo mother care 
of 981 very low birth weight 
infants admitted at Charlotte 
Maxeke Johannesburg aca-
demic Hospital over a six-year 
period showed increased 
weight gain, lower rates of com-

plications of prematurity and 
low overall mortality.

a multi-country study by 
the World Health Organiza-
tion showed that in ethiopia, 
government leadership; an un-
derstanding by health workers 
that kangaroo mother care is 
the standard of care; and ac-
ceptance of the practice from 
women and families helped 
improve the implementation of 
kangaroo mother care.

Institutionalized racism over 
many decades has put Black 
americans in the most vul-

nerable counties in the u.S. Health 
policymakers, healthcare providers, 
donors, non-profit organisations 
and all stakeholders involved in ma-
ternal healthcare in the u.S. must 
implement interventions that are 
shown to save lives. the african con-
tinent is a great place to look.

Dr Ifeanyi M. Nsofor, MBBS, 
MCommH (Liverpool) is Senior 
New Voices Fellow at the Aspen In-
stitute, Senior Atlantic Fellow for 
Health Equity at George Washing-
ton University, 2006 Ford Foun-
dation International Fellow



 By Correspondent Valentine 
Oforo, Makete

THE Tanzania’s wheat sub- 
sector is inching towards good era 
following a move by the Tanzania 
Agricultural Seeds Agency (ASA) 
to enter into a special production 
cooperation with the Makete 
District in Njombe region for the 
mass production of the economic 
cash crop. 

In the timely working tie, 
which primarily eyes to bridge 
availability of the crop in the   
country, in this growing season,  
ASA has rolled out at least 80 tons 
of improved wheat seeds, worth at 
340mn/-  to support the growers 
in the district to heighten their 
production and productivity. 

Speaking to The Guardian 
on the sideline of a brief 
signing ceremony of the vital 
development, ASA’s seeds 

production manager, Dr. Justin 
Ringo, expressed that the state-
owned seed Agency, ASA,  was 
working to help the county to 
curtail shortage of wheat, the daily 
common consumed food item.

“Knowing that our core respon-
sibility is to multiply improved 
seeds varieties, we thought it was 
prudent for us to venture into a 
specific project to support the 
wheat sector in Njombe district,  
as we formally did in the other few 
regions,” he said.

Impeccable data from the 
National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) 
shows that Tanzania’s annual 
domestic wheat consumption is 
estimated at more than 1 million 
tonnes per year, while total annual 
production stands at around 
93,184 tonnes. 

This means that Tanzania 
imports about 90 percent of the 
wheat it consumes.

However, to cement the move, 
the ministry of agriculture had 
specifically embarked on a 
fresh move aimed to revive and 
improve production of wheat in 
the country.

Being among potential econom-
ic cash crops within the country, 
wheat has been mostly grown by 
the smallholder farmers in the 
North regions, specifically in Kili-
manjaro, Arusha, and Manyara. 

According to the Agriculture 
Minister, Hussein Bashe, the min-
istry is working teeth and nail to 
help support improvement of the 
vital economic sector.

He said, being at the ministry’s 
wheat major pilot project, the 
agricultural experts from the 
Sokoine University of Agriculture 
(SUA) are teaming up with their 
counterparts from the Tanzania 
Agricultural Research Institute 
(TARI) in conducting professional 

soil testing at Makete District, 
Njombe region.

“The undergoing process 
focuses to determine areas within 
the district were wheat can 
thrive,” he informed. 

He moreover said the exercise 
will see a huge number of farmers 
within the district imparted with 
best agrononic principles for the 
professional cultivation of the 
crop.

“The major focus of the strategy 
is to ensure we make effective use 
of all areas within the country 
where wheat can flourish. After 
Makete,  we’re focusing to end the 
intevention into further areas,” he 
stated.

He detailed that, Tanzania has 
been endowed with numerous 
areas where wheat can flourish in 
abundant, but the economic cash 
crop has been produced poorly 
I’m some few regions.

port, the wholesale price of sor-
ghum went up to 148,010/- in April 
2023, compared with 116,560/- re-
corded during similar month of 
last year while the price of round 
potatoes increased to 98,158/- 
from 76,241/- respectively.

However, the central bank re-

ports that there has been an im-
provement of food supply amid 
harvest season, although this 
has not much reflected to retail 
prices.

Food inflation, inclusive of 
non-alcoholic beverages, slowed 
down to 9.1 percent in April 2023 

from 9.7 percent in the preceding 
month, reflecting improvement 
in food supply situation, accord-
ing to BoT. 

“Prices of all selected major 
food crops, except rice and round 
potatoes, eased compared with 
prices in March 2023,” it says.
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The OPEC logo pictured ahead of an informal meeting between members 
of the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) in Algiers

 By Guardian Reporter

Food stocks held by the 
National Food Reserve 
Agency (NFRA) de-
creased to 63,808 tonnes 

by April this year, the lowest in 33 
months, according to data released 
on the Bank of Tanzania (BoT) 
monthly economic review for May.

The NFRA say the decrease re-
sulted from ongoing supply of 
foods to councils with food short-
ages at subsidized prices to ensure 
stability of prices and accessibility 
of food.

In April 2023, the agency said 
it sold a total of 16,315 tonnes of 
maize to the district councils facing 
the shortages, which has resulted 
into price spiral of food commodi-
ties.

NFRA started the year with 
124,736 tonnes of food stocks, the 
lowest than 207,899 tonnes record-
ed during the start of last year.

According to the report by the 
ministry of investment, industry 
and trade the wholesale price of 
maize reached 108,048/- per 100 
kilogramme in April this year, com-
pared with 62,542/- recorded dur-
ing similar month last year.

The price of rice also increased 
during the period reported to 
300,067/- per 100 kilogramme 
from 188,079/- respectively, while 
the wholesale price of the same 
quantity of beans also jumped to 
278,991/- from 185,3434/- respec-
tively.

According to the ministry’s re-

BUSINESS NFRA’s food stocks now 
deep to 33 months low

KQ averts loss of Sh310 
million aircraft deposit

OPEC+ unlikely to cut oil 
supply at June 4 meeting

 LONDON/DUBAI

OPEC and its allies are unlikely to 
deepen supply cuts at their ministerial 
meeting on Sunday despite a fall in oil 
prices toward $70 per barrel, four sourc-
es from the alliance told Reuters.

OPEC+, which groups the Organiza-
tion of the Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries and allies led by Russia, pumps 
around 40 percent of the world’s crude 
and supplies around 60 percent of the 
oil export market, meaning its policy de-
cisions can have a major price impact.

As the economic outlook worsened, 
several members of OPEC+ in April 
pledged voluntary cuts starting from 
May and to continue to the end of the 
year.

This was in addition to a 2 million bar-
rels per day (bpd) cut agreed in early Oc-
tober to output targets versus an August 
2022 production baseline. It brought 
total output cuts to 3.66 million bpd, or 
about 4% of global consumption.

The group of late has cut by more 
than its targets mainly because of capac-
ity limitations in West African producers 
Nigeria and Angola.

A Reuters survey found the two coun-
tries missed their output targets by a 
combined 600,000 bpd in May, while 
outages in the Kurdistan Region of 
northern Iraq meant the country pro-
duced 220,000 bpd below its target last 
month.

The surprise announcement in April 
helped to drive benchmark Brent crude 
prices about $9 per barrel higher to 
above $87 over the days followed, but 
Brent has since lost those gains to trade 
below $73, under pressure from con-
cerns about global economic growth 

and its impact on fuel demand.
Last week, Saudi Energy Minister 

Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman told inves-
tors he said were shorting the oil price 
to “watch out,” which many market 
watchers interpreted as a warning of ad-
ditional supply cuts.

Russian Deputy Prime Minister Alex-
ander Novak subsequently said he did 
not expect any new steps from OPEC+ in 
Vienna, Russian media reported.

The Kremlin on Thursday did not 
comment on the meeting’s outcome, 
but Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said relations with Saudi Arabia were 
“constructive, based on mutual under-
standing, mutual respect, mutual trust”.

“At this precise time, no change for the 
meeting but as usual, depending on the 
mood of some, everything can change,” 
one OPEC+ source said. This view was 
echoed by three other sources, all of 
whom asked not to be named.

Two other sources said it was too soon 
to be sure of the meeting’s outcome.

Beyond the unexpected April deci-
sion, the group has surprised markets 
several times in recent years.

In March 2020, it abandoned produc-
tion quotas altogether, launching a Sau-
di-Russian price war at the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic that sent oil prices 
25% lower.

It quickly re-established quotas with 
its biggest output cut to date of about 10 
million bpd, agreed in April, 2020.

HSBC said in a note on Wednesday it 
did not expect OPEC+ to change its pol-
icy, but that the group may cut output 
later if an expected market deficit in the 
second half of the year does not mate-
rialise and prices remain below $80 per 
barrel.

 NAIROBI

Kenya Airways (KQ) has secured an 
extension of the validity period for a 
Sh310 million non-refundable deposit 
to Boeing, helping the national carrier 
avoid another hit to its bottom line.

KQ chief executive Allan Kilavuka, on 
Thursday, confirmed the extension that 
will last for at least a year.

The move has helped the national 
carrier avoid a further dent in its books 
at a time KQ slid into a full-year loss of 
Sh36.26 billion in the year ended De-
cember.

Kenya Airways made the deposit to 
the US plane maker to buy new crafts 
and boost its fleet amid stiff competition 
from continental rivals mainly, Ethio-
pian Airlines.

“Yes we have agreed to an extension 
with Boeing,” Kilavuka told Business 
Daily.

 “The extension would be for at least 
one year to mid-next year. The exten-
sion is not limited to new aircraft but for 
any service or good from Boeing.”

KQ had in its annual report for last 
year said it risked losing the money giv-
en deposits made for plane purchases 
are not refundable if a carrier fails to 
make the buy.

The deposit had risen from Sh280 
million in 2021, although KQ did not 
disclose whether the increase was due 
to additional cash being put in or due to 
exchange rate movements of the shilling 
against the dollar.

KQ more than doubled its loss from 
Sh15.87 billion in the year to December 
2021 at the back of skyrocketing fuel 
prices and debt, further making it hard 
for the airline to buy new aircraft.

Kilavuka, however, declined to reveal 
the number of new aircraft that KQ is 
eyeing and the timelines amid growing 
losses that have placed the airline in a 
shaky financial state.

Rivals such as Ethiopian Airlines have 
been on an ambitious plan to grow their 
fleet and maintain an edge in Africa’s 
aviation industry by offering passengers 
new experiences.

Ethiopian Airlines last year convert-
ed existing orders of A350-900 for the 
A350-1000 model, making it the first Af-
rican carrier, yet again to own the larg-
est variant of the Airbus A350 models 
further pulling clear of KQ.

Ethiopian Airlines has the largest fleet 
in Africa, including Boeing and Bombar-
dier planes and remains keen to further 
grow the fleet.

Seeds agency, ministry work 
to reducing wheat shortages 

Minister of agriculture Hussein Bashe
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aged food and non-food 
products.

Pre-packaged goods 
are items that have been 
prepared, weighed, and 
packed in the absence of 
the customer, for sale.

Kitimbo said while 
the bread produced in 
the supermarkets com-
plies, the ones that are 
“packed and sold else-
where, including small 
retail businesses, are not 
complying.”

When contacted, 
some players acknowl-
edged the problem and 

noted it is used as a way 
to gain unfair advantage 
and cheat customers, 
others said sometimes 
the bread ends up on the 
market inadvertently 
due to the high moisture 
content in bread.  

“To counter that (un-
derweight problem), 
sometimes we make 
sure that what comes 
out of the oven is over 
and above the stipulated 
weight on the packag-
ing,” said Livingstone 
Kalyowa, a manager at 
Everbrown Bread and 

Cakes.
He said unlike the 

bread manufactured 
in supermarkets, their 
bread is made to last 
longer on the shelf, 
which results in it 
shrinking not only in 
size but also in weight.

Deus Mubabagizi, the 
manager of National 
Metrology Laboratories, 
said that sometimes 
the underweights come 
from manufacturers not 
seeking routine calibra-
tion of the weighting 
equipment used in the 

 KAMPALA

T
he government 
has announced 
a countrywide 
clampdown on the 

sale and production of under-
weight bread.

According to the Uganda 
National Bureau of Standards 
(UNBS), the measure is in a 
bid to control unfair business 
practices and protect the con-
sumers in the country.  

“We urge all producers to 
check on what is going out of 
their production lines to en-
sure that it conforms to the 
quantities on the packaging 
label,” Lawrence Kitimbo, the 
senior legal metrologist for 
Uganda National Bureau of 
Standards (UNBS) said.

“If we find anybody display-
ing or transporting bread that 
is underweight or does not 
conform to the quantity or 
grade displayed on the pack-
age, we shall be taking action 
against you, including institut-
ing disciplinary measures in 
courts of law”.

He said the development 
comes following countrywide 
complaints regarding quanti-
ties being sold on the Ugandan 
market.

He said while there have also 
been complaints regarding 
the weights of other products 

such as maize flour, snacks, 
and cement, “the most notori-
ous ones are bread makers”.  

“We want to minimize un-
derweight because it not only 
goes against the law but it also 
creates unfair competition,” 
he said.  

He was speaking during 
a stakeholder engagement 
meeting regarding prepackag-
ing at the entity’s headquar-
ters in Bweyogerere in Kam-
pala on Tuesday.

Some of the stakeholders 
in attendance at the event 
included manufacturers, im-
porters, and traders of pack-

 NEW YORK

Tesla (TSLA) has once again whittled 
away its prices on US inventory vehicles to 
entice consumers, with some discounts for 
Model 3 vehicles doubling. TSLA shook off 
early losses and jumped Thursday moving 
just below a buy point.

The global EV company is now offering 
discounts of up to around $2,680 on rear-
wheel-drive Model 3 new inventory vehicles 
in the US The new deal is double the $1,300 
discount Tesla began offering almost two 
weeks ago.

A base rear-wheel-trim Model 3 in the US 
currently has a starting price of $37,830, 
according to Tesla’s website. Tesla also re-
sumed a $600 discount on some Model Y 
options Wednesday.

Tesla stock fell early before advancing 1.8 
percent to 207.52 Thursday during market 
trade. Shares reversed higher Wednesday 
on the possibility Tesla would unveil an up-
graded Model 3 at its Shanghai plant.

Tesla has recently tried to work through 
its supply of unsold vehicles, offering deals 
on its US Model 3 lineup. Calling the moves 
“inventory discounts,” Tesla contends they 
are not official price cuts. However, the 
moves point to surplus in unsold vehicles 
and the effect on profit margins is the same.

On May 19, TSLA started offering dis-
counts of around $1,300 on new rear-wheel 
drive Model 3 inventory in the US.  The 
EV company extended discounts of up to 
around $2,800 for some all-wheel-drive 
Model 3 vehicles. However, the vast major-
ity of AWD Model 3 cars had discounts of 
$250.

This comes after Tesla reported a big first-
quarter earnings decline while revenue 
missed views. Profit margins for the global 
EV giant also fell below 20 percent as the 
company executed an aggressive price-
slashing strategy in the first part of 2023.

The EV company’s total gross profit came 
in at $4.5 billion, with Tesla’s profit gross 
margin at 19.3 percent, down from 23.8 per-
cent in the fourth quarter and 29.1 percent 
a year earlier. 

Auto gross margins, excluding regulatory 
credits and leases, skidded to 18.3 percent 
from 23.8 percent in the fourth quarter. 
That remains below the 20 percent gross 
margin “floor” Tesla previously targeted.

Musk told TSLA shareholders the compa-
ny has been cutting vehicle prices to match 
demand in 2023.

Tesla quietly 
increases EV 
discounts in US

China’s yuan may slip further to aid recovery - analysts

Uganda gov’t to clampdown on underweight bread
production as required under 
the law.

He urged producers to do so 
as this is in their interest and 
also helps to protect the public 
against the consequences of in-
accurate readings.

“If you are, for example, us-
ing the thermometer in a hospi-
tal, it will ensure what you are 
trying to diagnose is what you 
intend to treat,” he said during 
the meeting on Tuesday.

He added: “If you are saying, 
for example, that a human be-
ing should be 37 degree Celsius, 
then you bring faulty equip-
ment, and it reads 38 degrees, 
you could end up saying the 
person has a fever when he 
doesn’t. This could cause you 
to prescribe the wrong drugs,” 
he said, adding that through 
calibration they ensure that 
the measurements are in the 
accurate range and safeguard 
health and safety.

Dr Leticia Namubiru, the 
Manager of Legal Metrology at 
UNBS, called for the amend-
ment of the Weights and Meas-
ure Act, noting that it has out-
lived its usefulness.

She said the old law which 
was produced in 1965 has a 
limited scope, and cannot, for 
example, cover areas such as 
health.

He says, as a result, hospitals 
and health centres that send 

  SHANGHAI/SINGAPORE

China’s yuan has skidded to 
six-month lows against the dollar 
and analysts say it could weaken 
further as investors fret over a 
bumpy pandemic recovery in the 
world’s second-largest economy.

Disappointing economic data, 
widening yield differentials with 
the United States, upcoming 
corporate dividend payments 
and continued capital outflows 
through foreign selling of stocks 
and bonds have combined to 
drag the currency down to levels 
last seen in November.

The yuan has depreciated 
more than 5 percent against the 
surging dollar since the highs hit 
in January, when global markets 
embraced China’s border reo-
pening, and is one of the worst 
performing Asian currencies this 
year. It last traded at 7.0585 per 
dollar on Friday.

“The yuan suffers as China’s 
reopening story is less appealing 
than before, and there is no sign 
of further stimulus,” said Gary Ng, 
senior economist for Asia Pacific 
at Natixis.

“A weaker currency at the cur-
rent juncture can help export 
performance, especially as global 
trade is shrinking this year.”

Exports have been one of the 
few bright spots for the Chinese 
economy over the past few years 
but new orders have been falling 
in recent months amid softening 

global demand.
Sources told Reuters that the 

commerce ministry has asked ex-
porters, importers and banks re-
cently about their currency strat-
egies and how a weakening yuan 
could affect their businesses.

To be sure, the central bank 
has ample policy tools to prevent 
excess currency movements. The 
People’s Bank of China (PBOC) 
said last month that it will reso-
lutely curb large fluctuations in 
the exchange rate and study the 
strengthening of self-regulation 
of dollar deposits.

“Expectations of financial insti-
tutions, enterprises and residents 
on the exchange rate are general-
ly stable, which is a solid founda-
tion and strong guarantee for the 
smooth operation of the foreign 
exchange market,” the central 
bank said in the statement.

However, despite the yuan’s 
quickening tumble over the past 
month, traders have only report-
ed a few occasions when state 
banks have been suspected of 
stepping in to support the cur-
rency.

The PBOC did not immediately 
respond to Reuters request for 
comments.

“The PBOC essentially appears 
content to let the rising U.S. dollar 
buoy USD/CNY higher, amid Chi-
na’s fading growth momentum,” 
said Alvin Tan, head of Asia FX 
strategy at RBC Capital Markets.

“After all, currency deprecia-

tion is a form of monetary eas-
ing,” Tan said, maintaining his 
forecasts for the yuan to trade at 
7.1 at the end of the third quarter 
before finishing the year at 7.05.

Tommy Wu, senior China econ-
omist at Commerzbank, also said 
the central bank “appears to toler-
ate a weaker yuan,” noting its re-
cent daily official yuan midpoint 
guidance rates have all came in 
line with market expectations.

Still, economists and analysts 
don’t expect sharp falls from here 
on. Among half of a dozen of glob-
al investment houses surveyed by 

I&M  injects 8,219,000 in Ugandan subsidy to shore up capital
 NAIROBI

I&M Group last year invested 
an additional Sh821.26 million in 
the Uganda unit, pointing to the 
continued focus on complying 
with the revised minimum capi-
tal requirements.

The group says in the latest 
annual report that it made a di-
rect additional investment of 
Sh538.89 million and a further 
Sh282.4 million through the con-
version of preference shares in 
I&M Uganda into paid-up capital.

The additional investment 
made last year adds to the 
Sh995.84 million that the group 
put in the Uganda unit a year 
earlier, coming in the period the 
banking regulator made changes 
requiring banks to raise capital 
levels.

The Bank of Uganda, which 

is the regulator, last year issued 
the Financial Institutions 
(Revision of Minimum Capital 
Requirements) instrument 2022 
requiring banks to have the 
minimum paid-up cash capital at 
Ushs120 billion (Sh4.4 billion) by 
December last year and Ush150 
billion (Sh5.5 billion), by the end 
of June next year.

The regulations also required 
banks to close last year with the 
minimum core capital—capital 
funds unimpaired by losses—at 
Sh4.4 billion and raise it to not 
less than Sh5.5 billion, by the end 
of June next year.

The two transactions, when 
added to the Sh3.29 billion that 
I&M Group in April 2021 paid for 
a 90 percent stake in I&M Uganda 
(formerly trading as Orient Bank 
Uganda), raised the cumulative 
investment to Sh5.11 billion.

The change in capital 
requirements in Uganda however 
left the Uganda unit in breach of 
the core minimum capital at the 
end of the year.

I&M Uganda closed last year 
with a core capital equivalent of 
Sh2.7 billion against the required 
minimum of Sh4.4 billion, 
translating to a Sh1.69 billion 
breach.

The requirement for the 
minimum core capital to be at 
5.5 billion by the end of June 
next year means I&M Group 
will have to put in an additional 
investment of UShs76.06 billion 
(Sh2.79 billion).

The group discloses that the 
Uganda unit submitted a capital 
restoration bank to the regula-
tor, committing to accelerate re-
coveries of significant bad loans, 
organically grow capital reserves 

and inject fresh capital to ensure 
compliance by the end of this 
month.

“The actions were approved 
by the board of directors on Feb-
ruary 13, 2023, and submitted to 
the Bank of Uganda on February 
14, 2023. Bank of Uganda issued a 
non-objection to the bank’s capi-
tal restoration plan on February 
20, 2023,” says the group.

I&M Bank Uganda closed last 
year with over 75,000 custom-
ers served by 11 branches and re-
turned a profit after tax of Sh288 
million last year, marking a turn-
around from a net loss of Sh373 
million a year earlier.

The improved performance in 
Uganda, Mauritius, and Rwanda 
helped I&M Group’s net earn-
ings to grow from Sh8.6 billion to 
Sh11.58 billion despite the loss in 
Tanzania.

BUSINESS NEWS

their equipment are doing so voluntarily, yet 
it is very crucial to ensure that the equipment 
that takes measurements is accurate.  

“We have the Legal Metrology Bill that is in 
Parliament, which we are optimistic that the 
president will assent to so it can become law,” 
she said, adding that the law will promote en-
vironment and health safety.

UNBS is charged with enforcing Weights 
and Measures Act Cap 103 in what is known 
as Legal Metrology.

The role of UNBS is to maintain a uniform 
measurement system in line with globally ac-
cepted standards in verification results.

It is an important aspect of compliance and 
conformity assessment.

Reuters this week, all said they 
don’t foresee the yuan weakening 
beyond 7.3 this year, the lows hit 
in 2022 as strict anti-virus curbs 
battered the economy.

“A weaker yuan helps exporters 
when they convert the dollar re-
ceivables to yuan,” said Barclays’ 
FX strategist Lemon Zhang. “But 
a weak currency expectation go-
ing forward is not helping capital 
flows, as investors are concerned 
about FX losses when they look at 
yuan-denominated assets.”

A weaker yuan might also tem-
per deflationary pressures being 

seen in parts of the economy due 
to weak domestic demand.

However, implied volatility for 
the currency, an options market 
gauge of future volatility, has been 
fairly stable. The one-month ten-
or stood at 4.5, the highest since 
April. And six-month yuan traded 
in forwards market was priced at 
6.96 per dollar.

Some market watchers suspect 
the PBOC could set a cap on dollar 
deposit rates, a move that could 
encourage companies to liquidate 
their large dollar positions to ease 
downside pressure on the yuan.
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business news

rope showed 37% wanted to set up 
a business in berlin, giving it the 
no. 1 popularity rank, although 
London is still top in overall rank-
ings when taking into account 
everything from funding to talent 
availability.

London generated $2 billion 
in venture capital funding in the 
first quarter of 2023, compared to 
berlin’s $800 million, a DeeP eco-
systems analysis of Dealroom data 
showed.

in 2022, 501 startups were 

founded in berlin, a fifth of Ger-
many’s total.

but the city is now a tougher 
place for those trying to kick off 
a new business. Room rents rose 
faster last year than any other 
european city, hitting 800 euros 
($880) in the first quarter of 2023 
up from 600 euros a year earlier, 
Housing Anywhere data showed.

with the average price of a one-
bedroom apartment now 1,700 eu-
ros, it is just 11 euros below Paris.

Higher rents drive away workers 

and raise wage costs for startups, 
in a nation already facing an acute 
labour shortage.

“Today in berlin, renting office 
space and salary costs place large 
financial burdens on companies, 
which makes it harder to continue 
to grow their technology,” said 
Maximilian Tayenthal, who was a 
co-founder of n26, a digital bank 
that took off in berlin a decade 
ago. A Manpower survey showed 
86 percent of German companies 
reported trouble filling vacancies, 
the highest share among europe-
an countries and above the aver-
age of 77 percent. About a fifth of 
openings at startups were vacant 
and more than half were strug-
gling to fill posts, German startups 
Association said.

German banks, like other euro-
pean institutions, have become 
more cautious in what the europe-
an Central bank has described as 
the fastest net tightening of credit 
since 2011. in Germany, it has been 
accompanied by the sharpest con-
traction in venture capital funding 
in europe in the past 12 months, 
down 42 percent.

“There is new caution and re-
straint on the part of venture capi-
tal investors, even if their current 
funds are still fundamentally well 
filled,” German startups Associa-

tion Managing Director Christoph 
stresing said.

The funding crunch is hitting 
Germany’s push to encourage 
the growth of new renewables 
businesses, given manufacturing 
startups are particularly capital 
intensive.

“As you scale very fast, you find 
yourself quickly in a situation in 
which the next climate tech facil-
ity you want to build has a value 
that’s bigger than your own com-
pany’s worth,” said Tobias Lech-
tenfeld, spokesperson for the 
Tech for net Zero Alliance, a net-
work of climate tech startups and 
investors.

Chancellor Olaf scholz’s gov-
ernment aims to offer incentives 
to improve access to credit and 
talent with the Future of Financ-
ing Act. it will include proposals 
to simplify listing and post-listing 
requirements for startups and to 
digitalise capital markets. it also 
wants to increase the tax allow-
ance for employee share owner-
ship to 5,000 euros from 1,440 
euros.

startups particularly welcome 
the share ownership move, ac-
cording to a bitkom survey, as it 
would help attract talent when 
they are not able to offer high sala-
ries.  

Germany bids to rebuild Berlin’s buzz for startups

ITV

MONDAY 29 May
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap: In Love with Ramon 

rpt
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      ITV Top Ten 
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al jazeera  
12:30      Jungu Kuu
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
13:40  Art and Lifestyle 
13:55     Habari za saa
14:00  Art and Lifestyle 
14:15 Soap rpt: Slay Queen
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00      Meza huru:
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 Music: The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15     DW: Afrimaxx
18:45    Kipindi Maalum: Brela
19:00 Afya ya Jamii  
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Dakika 45
22:00     Bundesliga na DW  
22:15     Igizo: Mizengwe  
22:30     Soap: Uzalo
23:00     Habari
23:30    Music: The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

TUESDAY 30 May
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap: In Love with Ramon 
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:25  Kipindi maalum: REA rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00  Chetu ni chetu
11:35      Igizo: Mizengwe
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00  Al Jazeera
12:30      Afya ya jamii
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00       Ripoti maalum
13:35      Shikabamba

13:55       Habari za saa
14:00       Shikabamba 
14:15     Igizo rpt: Slay Queen
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00     Meza Huru
16:30    Watoto wetu
17:00 Music: The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15      Mapishi
18:30      Kipindi Maalum: Sema na 

Mahakama ya TZ 
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni 

Nyumba
21:30     Kipindi Maalum: NSSF
21:45     Chetu ni chetu 
22:30 Soap: Uzalo
23:00     Habari
23:30    Music: The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

WEDNESDAY 31 May
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap: In Love with Ramon 
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:25      Kipindi maalum: TMDA rpt
10:55     Habari za saa
11:00      Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera
12:30       Bundesliga na DW rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00      Dakika 45 rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00      Kipindi maalum: NSSF rpt
14:15      Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00 Meza huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 Music: The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15     Igizo: Mizengwe
18:30     Jarida la wanawake 
19:00     Kipindi maalum: BOT
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon 
20:00 Habari 
21:05      Aibu Yako
21:10 Kipindi maalum: Tanesco
21:40     Kipindi maalum: Pesa Fasta
21:50     Kipindi maalum: Mkulazi 

Holding
22:05     Ripoti maalum
22:30  Soap: Uzalo
23:00     Habari
23:30    Music: The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

THURSDAY 1 June 
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap rpt: In Love with 

Ramon
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30      Shamba lulu
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00      Ripoti maalum rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30      Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00      Kipindi maalum rpt: BOT 
13:30      Kipindi maalum: Brela
13:45 Shamsham za pwani rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Shamsham za pwani rpt
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00     Meza huru
16:30     Watoto wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15     Mapishi
18:30 Kipindi maalum: TMDA
19:00	 Usafiri	Wako
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00     Habari
23:30    Music: The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV
  
FRIDAY 2 June
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap rpt: In Love with 

Ramon
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30						Usafiri	Wako
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      Kipindi maalum: Mkulazi 

Holding rpt 
11:20      Jungu kuu 
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30 Kipindi maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55     Habari za saa
13:00     Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni 

Nyumba rpt
13:30     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na 

Mahakama ya TZ
13:55     Habari za saa

14:00     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na 
Mahakama ya TZ

14:30 DW: Afrimaxx rpt
15:00 Meza huru:
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30      Kiislam
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15      Kipindi maalum: REA
18:45      Kipindi maalum: Soka Bet
19:00      Shamba lulu
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima Joto
23:00     Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV
 

    
CAPITAL TV
     
 Wed 31 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital 

Radio)
09:00 Dw
11:00 Al Jazeera
11:30 Tomorrow Today rpt
12:00   Dw News Africa rpt
12:30 Our Earth
13:00 Telenovela rpt The Three 

Sides of Ana
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Bussines Edition Rpt
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu
20:00 Monday Agenda Rpt
20:45 Telenovela: The Three Sides 

of Ana
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45 The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  01 June
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital 

Radio)
09:00 Dw
11:00 Al Jazeera
11:30 Spots gazette
12:00 Innovation
12:30 Culinary 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: The Three 

Sides of Ana
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Tommorrow Today
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Out & About Rpt
19;30 Eco@Africa
20:00  Our Earth Rpt

20:45 Telenovela: The Three Sides 
of Ana

21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid  02 June
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital 

Radio)
09:00 Dw
11:00 Al Jazeera
11:30 Capchat
12:30 Decor
13:00 Telenovela rpt The Three 

Sides of Ana
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Dw News Africa rpt 
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Rev
19:Out & About Rpt
20:00 Aibu Yako
20:15 Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Telenovela The Three Sides 

of Ana
21:30 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat 03 June
08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Jagina rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Our Earth rpt
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Aljazeera
14:30 Telenovela rpt The Three Sides 

of Ana
17:15 Eco@Africa
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15 Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Ripoti Maalum
20:30 Tommorrow Today
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Music  Club 101 rpt 
23:00  Capchat Rpt
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun  04 June
08:00 Aljazeera
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Dw
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 In good shape rpt
13:30  Dw 
15:15 Aibu yako
15:30 Rev rpt 

 BERLIN 

R
ising rents, less ven-
ture capital and a 
shortage of talent are 
taking the shine off 

berlin as a hub for startups.
“The one single thing more 

difficult to find in berlin than 
an apartment is a programmer,” 
said Avitosh sawhney, 36, who 
moved his tech startup Ynertia 
to the German capital from Par-
is in 2020 but found it did not 
offer the plentiful space, fund-
ing and workers that had once 
made the city so attractive.

The government has taken 
note, and is drawing up legisla-
tion to ensure the country and 
its capital stay attractive for en-
trepreneurs to help drive the 
economy of europe’s industrial 
powerhouse.

but Finance Minister Chris-
tian Lindner’s proposals, which 
include tax allowances for 
shareholders in a bid to entice 
more startups, face headwinds 
from members of the ruling coa-
lition. The Greens say the plans 
help the rich at the expense of 
those less well off.

Greens lawmaker Katharina 
beck told Reuters that Lindner 
“cannot ask others to save and 

then propose millions in tax 
cuts himself if he wants to draw 
up a serious budget for a sus-
tainable Germany.”

The German capital took off 
as a hub for startups after the 
fall of the berlin wall in 1989, 
when it offered lots of cheap liv-
ing and office space, as well as 
a buzzing social scene that wel-
comed newcomers.

berlin still has its attractions. 
A survey of would-be entrepre-
neurs by startup Heatmap eu-

AMSTERDAM 

Traders are seeking buyers 
for piles of unused coal before it 
becomes worthless after the fuel 
was hoarded to save europe’s 
economy from running out of 
power last year.

As concern over energy shortag-
es eased following the continent’s 
mild winter, imported thermal 
coal started to be re-loaded at eu-
ropean harbors for markets such 
as Morocco, senegal and Guate-
mala — a reversal in the fossil fuel’s 
usual flows.

All told, 1.12 million tons have 
been shipped out of europe from 
spain, the netherlands and other 
ports this year, including a cargo 
of more than 145,000 tons to india 
in April. smaller shipments have 
been sent on routes that would 
have been improbable in recent 
years.

“some of this coal has been ly-
ing there for more than a year, 
and storage is precious,” said 
Guillaume Perret, a coal market 
analyst at Perret Associates. After 
sitting open to the elements for 
months in outdoor storage, coal 
starts to degenerate and eventu-
ally becomes unusable.

The dynamic shows the ripple 
effects of europe’s energy crisis 
after the continent implemented 
emergency measures to coun-
ter the Kremlin’s moves to slash 
gas supplies. As mothballed coal 
plants were brought back into ser-
vice, traders jumped at the chance 
to buy fuel — much of it from Rus-
sia — to produce the continent’s 
electricity.

but an influx of liquefied natural 
gas and mild winter temperatures 
meant most of it wasn’t needed. 
in the end, the european union 
actually burned 11% less coal com-
pared to the previous winter, ac-
cording to think-tank ember.

The turnaround from scarcity 

to glut has caused prices to deliver 
coal to the ports of Amsterdam, 
Rotterdam and Antwerp to tum-
ble to just $90 per ton, less than a 
quarter of last year’s spike.

After running mines at full 
throttle and redirecting coal away 
from domestic power generation, 
suppliers as far away as Colombia, 
south Africa and indonesia flood-
ed europe, which is still a strong 
net importer of coal despite the 
outflows. buyers in the region 
were willing to pay a premium to 
keep the lights on — ignoring cli-
mate targets in the process. That 
same coal is now heading to new 
destinations.

“what is very unusual is to see 
flows from the netherlands to 
Morocco and spain to india,” said 
Alex Claude, chief executive of-
ficer of analytics firm DbX Com-
modities in London and a former 
coal trader. “it’s a sign there’s less 
demand down the Rhine and 
more outside of europe.”

selling on coal imported at 
sky-high prices into a depressed 
market may seem like a loss-
making trade. but some who 
locked in prices using swaps, or 
cashing in on hedging the so-
called dark spread, may still make 
a tidy profit.

The swaps involve securing 
revenues on the imported coal 
with counterparties, while utilities 
may pocket the difference from 
advance contracts sold for the 
power their coal was supposed 
to produce and paying current 
cheaper prices for the electricity.

The outflows are also a small 
supply boon for coal-hungry 
india and China, which on its own 
accounts for more than half of 
global consumption of the fuel. 
Despite analysts dialing down 
expectations of China’s economic 
recovery, the country is on track 
to import a record of 360 million 
to 380 million tons this year.

Europe’s unused coal 
heads to new shores 
in post-crisis glut
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Harry - first British 
royal in 130 years to 
give evidence in court

WASHINGTON

The US administration’s remarks 
about Russia’s non-compliance with 
the New START treaty have nothing 
to do with the real reasons behind 
the current crisis around the agree-
ment, the Russian embassy in the 
United States said on Wednesday.

“We have noted the fact sheets on 
New START published by the State 
Department on June 1st which reiter-
ate accusations of Russian violation 
of the Treaty,” the embassy said in 
a statement, posted on its Telegram 
channel. “We once again emphasize 
that US statements have nothing to 
do with the real causes of the crisis 
around the agreement.”

“We have repeatedly explained in 
public fora and through diplomatic 

channels the reasons for Russia’s 
suspension of its participation in the 
Treaty. We have provided exhaus-
tive legal justification for our deci-
sion, which is fully consistent with 
the Vienna Convention on the Law 
of Treaties. 

The Administration’s stubborn 
refusal to recognize the supremacy 
of international law is quite telling. 
Legal voluntarism has always been 
characteristic of Washington,” Rus-
sian diplomats said.

The US Department of State 
claimed on Thursday that “the Rus-
sian Federation’s purported suspen-
sion of the New START Treaty is 
legally invalid.” “As a result, Russia 
remains bound by its New START 
Treaty obligations, and is violating 
the treaty by failing to fulfill many of 

US remarks about New START have nothing to do with real causes of this crisis — diplomats

ChiNA is one of the most bio-
diverse countries in the world. 

it has two national botani-
cal gardens, the China National 
Botanical Garden in Beijing 
and the South China National 
Botanical Garden in Guang-
zhou, south China’s Guangdong 
province, which serve as the 
country’s biodiversity conserva-
tion bases, reserves of strategic 
plant resources and important 
platforms for botany communi-
cation.

The two national botanical 
gardens play a vital role in the 
protection of biodiversity and 

mirror China’s firm resolution 
and concrete actions to turn 
earth into a beautiful and biodi-
verse homeland. 

The China National Botanical 
Garden is home to over 17,000 
plant species, including nearly 
1,000 rare and endangered 
ones. in particular, it has intro-
duced 24 species of spruce from 
across the world, more than half 
of all the varieties in the world. 
“Niche” plants in the botanical 
garden, including the Chinese 
fringetree, beauty bush and cor-
nus kousa, have become popu-
lar in the botanical garden these 

days.
More than 2,000 kilometers 

away, the South China National 
Botanical Garden has intro-
duced more than 1,100 plant 
species since 2022. it now hous-
es a total of over 17,500 conser-
vative plant species, ranking 
among the top five globally.

Biodiversity makes earth full 
of vigor and vitality, and lays 
the foundation for human sur-
vival and development. Protect-
ing biodiversity helps protect 
earth, the homeland shared by 
all, and contributes to human-
ity’s sustainable development.

China has made unprecedent-
ed efforts to advance ecological 
progress and attached high im-
portance on biodiversity con-
servation in recent years .

it has continuously strength-
ened biodiversity mainstream-
ing, applied a system of eco-
logical conservation red lines, 
established a protected areas 
system with national parks as 
the mainstay, carried out major 
biodiversity protection proj-
ects, and conducted most strin-
gent enforcement and supervi-
sion. A large number of rare and 
endangered species have been 

placed under effective protec-
tion, and the diversity, stability 
and sustainability of the eco-
system have kept improving. 
The country has found a path 
of biodiversity protection with 
Chinese characteristics. 

The Chinese path to modern-
ization is a process of modern-
ization of harmony between 
humanity and nature. Respect-
ing, adapting to, and protecting 
nature is essential for building 
China into a modern socialist 
country in all respects.

in 2021, an epic trek of an 
herd of wild Asian elephants 

from southwest China’s Yunnan 
province attracted global atten-
tion. Recently, new information 
about these animals has been 
released. 

The elephants are healthy 
and new members have joined 
the herd, known as the “short-
nose family.” it has split into 
two groups and explored differ-
ent areas.

While the number of Asian 
elephants is on a decline glob-
ally, the expanding population 
of them in China marks a signa-
ture achievement of the coun-
try in ecological progress and 

biodiversity conservation.
Besides, the status of wild gi-

ant pandas in China has been 
downgraded from “endan-
gered” to “vulnerable,” and the 
population of crested ibises, a 
rare bird species, has increased 
from seven in 1981 to more than 
9,000 at present. Today, it’s not 
rare anymore to see the migra-
tion of Tibetan antelopes or 
Yangtze finless porpoise swim-
ming in the river.

These stories exactly indicate 
the new progress made by Chi-
na in biodiversity conservation.

 People’s Daily

China to write new stories of harmony between humanity, nature

KHARTOUM

 SUDAN’S army suspended talks with a rival paramili-
tary force on Wednesday over a ceasefire and aid access.

The armed forces said in a statement it halted talks in 
the Saudi city of Jeddah, accusing the other side of a lack 
of commitment in implementing any terms of the agree-
ment and a continuous violation of the ceasefire.

The negotiations with the Rapid Support Forces (RSF), 
which began in early May, had produced a declaration 
of commitments to protect civilians and two short-term 
truce agreements, although those deals were repeatedly 
violated.   eyewitnesses reported on Wednesday that the 
RSF had expanded its footprint within central Khartoum’s 
Mogran district. They also reported heavy clashes across 
the Nile in northern Omdurman and northern Bahri 
through Wednesday evening.

At least 17 people were killed and 106 injured after pro-
jectiles fell on a market in a dense southern Khartoum on 
Wednesday, the doctors union said in a statement. it said 
the local Bashair hospital, one of the few still operating in 
the capital, was overwhelmed.

The war has killed hundreds of people, displaced more 
than 1.2 million inside Sudan and driven 400,000 others 
across borders to neighboring states, the United Nations 
says. The army, which relies on air power and artillery, and 
the RSF, a more lightly armed force that has dominated 
on the ground in Khartoum, had agreed to extend a week-
long ceasefire deal by five days just before its Monday ex-
piry.

Army chief Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, a career military of-
ficer, and RSF General Mohamed hamdan Dagalo, a for-
mer militia commander known as hemedti, have been 
locked in a battle for power since April 15. Neither side 
seems to have an edge.   Xinhua

Sudanese army suspends ceasefire talks

LONDON

PRiNCe harry will become the first 
senior British royal to give evidence in 
court for 130 years when he testifies next 
week in his lawsuit against a newspaper 
group he accuses of unlawful behaviour.

harry, King Charles’ younger son, will 
appear in the witness box at London’s 
high Court as part of the case he and 
more than 100 other celebrities and 
high-profile figures have brought against 
Mirror Group Newspapers (MGN), pub-
lisher of the Daily Mirror, Sunday Mirror 
and Sunday People. 

it will be the first time a senior royal 
has given evidence since edward Vii 
testified as a witness in part of a divorce 
case in 1870 and 20 years later in a slan-
der trial over a card game, both before he 
became king.

harry, who is fifth-in-line to the throne, 
has barely been out of the headlines in 
the last six months over his legal rows 
with the British press and the release of 
his memoir and Netflix documentary 
series in which he accused other senior 
royals of colluding with tabloid newspa-
pers.

his appearance in court is likely to at-
tract worldwide attention.

David Yelland, a senior communica-
tions adviser and a former editor of Ru-
pert Murdoch’s Sun tabloid newspaper 
- a publication harry is also suing - said 
the royal family had long sought to avoid 
court cases, because they were not in 
control of the situation.

“These cases are often a case of mu-
tually assured destruction. i don’t think 
anyone will get out looking great,” he 
said.

More than 100 people are suing MGN, 
with harry and three others selected as 
test cases.

The trial, which began last month, has 
been told MGN journalists or private 
investigators commissioned by them 
carried out phone-hacking on an “in-
dustrial scale”, and committed other un-
lawful acts to obtain information about 
the prince and the other claimants.

This was done with the knowledge 
and approval of senior editors and ex-
ecutives, the claimants’ lawyer David 
Sherborne has said. MGN is contesting 
the allegations and says senior figures 
denied knowing anything about hacking 
and had any wrongdoing concealed from 
them.

‘Ultimate interview’
The court was told by a journalist and 

UNITED NATIONS

 The United Nations on Thursday voiced 
concern about the slowdown of grain ship-
ments under the Black Sea Grain initiative, 
which allows the export of Ukrainian grain 
and other agricultural products from Black 
Sea ports.

“We are concerned about the continuous 
slowdown of the implementation of the 
Black Sea initiative observed particularly 
in the months of April and May,” said Ste-
phane Dujarric (pictured), spokesman for 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres.

in May, 33 vessels departed Ukrainian 
ports, half of the number compared to 
April. Only three of those departed from 

the port of Pivdennyi in Yuzhny, Odesa 
province, one of the three Ukrainian ports 
covered in the initiative. exports in May 
stood at 1.3 million metric tons of grains 
and other foodstuff, less than half of the 
previous month, he said.

Russia has informed of its decision to lim-
it registrations to the port of Pivdennyi as 
long as Russian ammonia is not exported, 
said Dujarric. 

Since May 24, the number of inspection 
teams at the Joint Coordination Centre has 
been reduced from three to two, and the 
limited registrations and reduced inspec-
tion teams contributed to the drop in the 
average daily inspection rate to three, said 
the spokesman.

The UN Sec-
retariat has put 
forward practical 
suggestions to all 
parties at the stra-
tegic and opera-
tional level, and 
the world body 
will continue its 
intense engage-
ment with the parties toward the full re-
sumption of operations and continuation 
of the initiative, he said.

“in particular, we are looking for commit-
ments on unconditional access of vessels 
to all three ports under the initiative, in-
creased number of successful inspections 

completed per day and predictable reg-
istrations to avoid undue delay of vessels, 
exports of fertilizers, including ammonia, 
and the resumption of the Togliatti-Odessa 
ammonia pipeline,” said Dujarric.

The Black Sea Grain initiative was signed 
separately by Russia and Ukraine in istan-
bul with Türkiye and the United Nations in 
July 2022. The export of Russian ammonia 
was referred to in the initiative.

The initiative, initially in effect for 120 
days, was extended in mid-November 2022 
for another 120 days till March 18, 2023. At 
that point, Russia only agreed to extend the 
deal for 60 days, till May 18, 2023. On May 
17, Russia agreed to extend the deal for an-
other 60 days.   Agencies

UN voices concern over Black Sea grain shipments slowdown

biographer of harry that one of those who 
knew about hacking was former editor Piers 
Morgan, now one of Britain’s most high-profile 
broadcasters and an outspoken critic of the 
prince and his wife Meghan.

Morgan, who has denied any involvement in 
unlawful behaviour and has accused harry of 
invading his own family’s privacy, left his job as 
a presenter on a TV breakfast show after mak-
ing outspoken remarks about Meghan.

“it’s hard to escape the notion that he’s using 
the courts, because he knows that when he is 
in the witness box, he will be believed,” Yelland 
said. “it is the ultimate interview to be cross-
examined by a hostile barrister in the witness 
box.”

At the start of the trial, MGN, now owned by 
Reach (RCh.L), apologised in court documents 
and admitted that on one occasion the Sun-
day People had unlawfully sought information 
about harry and that he was entitled to com-

pensation.
But it has rejected his other allegations, say-

ing he had no evidence for his claims. instead, 
Buckingham Palace is likely to feature promi-
nently in harry’s cross-examination, with MGN 
arguing that some information had come from 
royal aides.

MGN’s documents say one story about harry 
came when his father’s former deputy private 
secretary and Morgan were having “regular 
meals and drinking sessions together”.

harry has said that his family and their aides 
had been complicit in leaking negative stories 
to protect or enhance their own reputations. 
The palace has not commented.

This week’s appearance will be the second 
time this year that harry has attended the 
high Court in London, after joining singer el-
ton John and others for hearings in March over 
their lawsuit against the publisher of the Daily 
and Sunday Mail tabloids. Agencies

Britain’s Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex leaves after attending the coronations of Britain’s King Charles III 
and Britain’s Camilla, Queen Consort, at Westminster Abbey in central London on May 6, 2023. AFP

NEW DELHI

 NePAL Prime Minister 
Pushpa Kamal Dahal stated 
that one-on-one discussions 
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi (pictured) were 
helpful in easing the situ-
ation that was heading for 
complications, according to 
the Kathmandu Post.

Speaking to Nepali jour-
nalists in New Delhi yesterday morning, Dahal stated that 
after three one-on-one meetings with his indian counter-
part, the atmosphere of the talks became comfortable. 
Dahal emphasised that despite the pressure to perform, 
the environment improved as a result of the indian Prime 
Minister’s initiative.

Prime Minister Dahal said that there were some doubts 
that the environment for the talks would be complicated 
after reaching the indian capital on Wednesday, Kathman-
du Post reported.

The Kathmandu Post is Nepal’s english-language daily 
which has a reputation for reliability, veracity and break-
ing news. The Post’s political, business, sports, and arts 
and culture reporting are supplemented with opinions 
from some of Nepal’s, and the wider world’s, leading intel-
lectuals and analysts.

“When we arrived, we had some doubts about the oc-
currence of complexities during the bilateral talks as we 
had come with certain expectations and preparations,” 
said Dahal.

Dahal said that although the situation on Wednesday 
evening was a bit complicated, the atmosphere got easier 
from Thursday morning, Kathmandu Post reported.

“The situation was different on Wednesday evening but 
the atmosphere gradually became positive from Thursday 
and we got the results from the hyderabad house,” Dahal 
said.

“Several Memoranda of Understanding and agreements 
were signed and because of it this visit has become his-
toric.”

Dahal, during the interaction, said he was doubtful 
about the progress to be made with india upon reach-
ing the Nepali embassy after arriving in New Delhi on 
Wednesday, Kathmandu Post reported.

“i had three one-to-one meetings with Modi which 
eased the situation. A lot of hard work was done,” said Da-
hal, “At one point i was worried and under pressure that 
we would not be able to deliver what we had come for. i 
see Modi ji’s initiative in easing the pressure.”

Dahal, who is on a four-day official visit to india, also 
said that he did not raise the issue of the eminent Persons 
Group report during his meeting with Modi as it would 
have an unfavourable effect on the talks environment, 
Kathmandu Post reported.

     ANI

One-on-one meetings with PM 
Modi facilitated agreements 
with India, says Nepal PM

those obligations,” it said.
According to a statement, issued 

by the department on Thursday, the 
US authorities will stop providing 
Russia with information about its 
strategic weapons that fall under the 
New START treaty starting from June 
1 and will revoke visas issued to Rus-
sian specialists who were to inspect 
US facilities in line with the agree-
ment. it will also stop providing tele-
metric information on launches of 
US intercontinental ballistic missiles 
(iCBM) and submarine-launched 
ballistic missiles (SLBM).

Washington and Moscow inked 
the document, officially known as 
the Treaty between the United States 
of America and the Russian Federa-
tion on Measures for the Further Re-
duction and Limitation of Strategic 

Offensive Arms (New START Treaty), 
in 2010.

 The document stipulates that 
seven years after its entry into 
force, each party should have no 
more than a total of 700 deployed 
intercontinental ballistic missiles 
(iCBMs), submarine-launched bal-
listic missiles (SLBMs) and strategic 
bombers, as well as no more than 
1,550 warheads on them, and a total 
of 800 deployed and non-deployed 
iCBM launchers, SLBM launchers 
and strategic bombers. 

The deal was to expire on Febru-
ary 5, 2021, but Russia and the US 
extended the treaty for a maximum 
period of five years in February 2021.

On February 21, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin announced that Rus-
sia was suspending its participation 

in the New Strategic Arms 
Reduction Treaty (New 
START) but is not withdraw-
ing from it. 

The president stressed 
that before returning to the 
discussion of the extension 
of the New START treaty, 
the Russian side wants to 
understand how the treaty 
will take into account not 
only the United States’ ar-
senals but also stockpiles of 
other NATO nuclear powers, 
namely the United Kingdom 
and France. On March 1, the 
president signed a law on 
the suspension of Russia’s 
participation in the New 
START.

  Agencies
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GENEVA

deputies in switzerland’s na-
tional Council (larger chamber of 
the Federal Assembly, or swiss 
parliament) rejected a legislative 
proposal by the security policy 
Commission to permit the re-
export of weapons to ukraine, 
contrary to the Alpine nation’s 
traditional neutral stance, with 
98 deputies voting against the 
initiative, and 75 lawmakers for it, 
the Federal Assembly press office 
reported.

“there will be no law allowing 

the re-export of swiss weapons 
to ukraine. the national Council 
rejected a parliamentary initia-
tive submitted by the [security] 
commission by a vote of 98 to 75,” 
the statement said.

“Adopting this initiative would 
have been a step in favor of one 
side,” said Jean-luc Addor, a 
member of parliament for the 
right-wing conservative swiss 
people’s party (sVp), which is 
part of the current government 
and has the largest faction in par-
liament. 

earlier, the smaller parliamen-

tary chamber, the Council of 
states, had expressed its opposi-
tion to the initiative.

Given its neutral status, swit-
zerland does not export weap-
ons to ukraine and prohibits the 
re-export of swiss-made weap-
ons sold to other countries to 
conflict zones. on March 10, the 
country’s federal government 
reaffirmed the re-export ban. 

At the same time, the issue 
has long been debated in parlia-
ment. in particular, the proposal 
by the national Council’s secu-
rity policy Commission to allow 

the re-export of weapons to a 
country involved in a conflict, 
if the un security Council or 
General Assembly declares by 
a two-thirds vote that the other 
party to the conflict has violated 
international law, has been the 
subject of debate. 

lifting the re-export ban 
has been advocated mainly by 
members of left-wing parties. 
last november, the sVp and its 
political allies began gathering 
signatures for a referendum in 
favor of tightening the policy of 
neutrality and instituting a con-

stitutional ban on imposing any 
sanctions that have not been 
approved by the un security 
Council.

in november 2022, the swiss 
government did not allow Ger-
many to re-export ammunition 
for Gepard self-propelled anti-
aircraft guns to ukraine. spain 
was also denied permission to 
re-export weapons.

 in 2022, denmark also re-
ceived a negative response to a 
re-export request to supply Kiev 
with 20 swiss-made piranha iii 
multipurpose wheeled armored 

vehicles.
switzerland, a non-nAto and 

non-eu member, supports the 
eu sanctions against russia in 
connection with the special 
military operation in ukraine. 
last March, the russian govern-
ment approved a list of foreign 
countries and territories that 
have committed unfriendly acts 
against russia, or russian com-
panies and citizens. 

the swiss Confederation is 
included in the list of such coun-
tries.

        Agencies

Swiss parliament votes down proposal to re-export arms to Ukraine

    

DHAKA

on the eve of international 
Children’s day, a 12-year-old 
Bangladeshi girl, Alifa Chin, 
received an extraordinary gift 
-- a reply letter from Chinese 
president Xi Jinping.

when the girl was born in 
2010, her mother suffered a 
difficult delivery due to a se-
vere heart problem. 

At that time, the Chinese 
naval hospital ship peace 
Ark just sailed to Bangladesh, 
where it provided free medi-
cal services to locals. upon 
learning of the emergency, 
Chinese doctors from the 
peace Ark hurried to the local 
hospital to perform a cesar-
ean section on her mother. 
the mother and daughter 
were saved. to express grati-
tude to the Chinese doctors, 
the child’s father, Anwar Hos-
sen, named his child “Chin,” 
which means “China” in Ben-
gali.

LETTER FROM
GRANDPA XI
earlier this year, Chin wrote 

a letter to president Xi. in the 
letter, Chin described her spe-
cial connection with China 
and expressed her hope of be-
coming a China-Bangladesh 
friendship messenger when 
she grows up. And, president 

Bangladeshi girl named after ‘China’ exchanges letters with President Xi Jinping

CApE TowN 

tHe BriCs Ministers of Foreign Af-
fairs and international relations met 
on 1 June 2023 in Cape town, south 
Africa. the Ministers of foreign af-
fairs of the participant countries ex-
changed views on major global and 
regional trends and issues, the Minis-
try of external Affairs (MeA) said in a 
statement.

the Ministers expressed concern 
about the use of unilateral coercive 
measures, which are incompatible 
with the principles of the Charter 
of the un and produce negative ef-
fects notably in the developing world. 
they reiterated their commitment to 
enhancing and improving global gov-
ernance by promoting a more agile, 
effective, efficient, representative and 
accountable international and multi-
lateral system. 

the Ministers recalled un General 
Assembly (unGA) resolution 75/1 
and reiterated the call for reforms of 
the principal organs of the united na-
tions. they recommitted to instil new 
life in the discussions on the reform of 
the un security Council (unsC) and 
continue the work to revitalise the 
General Assembly and strengthen the 
economic and social Council.

they reaffirmed their commitment 
to strengthening the framework of 
BriCs cooperation under the three 
pillars of political and security, eco-
nomic and financial, and cultural 
and people-to-people cooperation 
upholding the BriCs spirit featuring 
mutual respect and understanding, 
equality, solidarity, openness, inclu-
siveness, and consensus.

the Ministers reiterated their com-
mitment to strengthening multilat-
eralism and upholding international 
law, including the purposes and prin-
ciples enshrined in the Charter of the 
united nations (un) as its indispensa-
ble cornerstone, and the central role 
of the un in an international system 
in which sovereign states cooperate to 
maintain peace and security, advance 
sustainable development, ensure the 
promotion and protection of democ-
racy, human rights and fundamental 
freedoms for all, and promoting coop-

eration based on the spirit of solidar-
ity, mutual respect, justice and equal-
ity.

they recalled the 2005 world sum-
mit outcome document and reaf-
firmed the need for a comprehensive 
reform of the un, including its secu-
rity Council, with a view to making 
it more representative, effective and 
efficient, and to increase the repre-
sentation of the developing countries 
so that it can adequately respond to 
global challenges.

China and russia reiterated the im-
portance they attach to the status and 
role of Brazil, india and south Africa 
in international affairs and supported 
their aspiration to play a greater role 
in the un.

the Ministers reaffirmed the impor-
tance of the G20 to continue playing 
the role of the premier multilateral fo-
rum in the field of economic coopera-
tion that comprises both developed 
and developing countries where ma-
jor economies jointly seek solutions 
to global challenges. they looked for-
ward to the successful hosting of the 
18th G20 summit under the indian 
G20 presidency.

they noted the opportunities 
to build sustained momentum for 
change by india, Brazil and south Afri-
ca chairing the G20 from 2023 to 2025 
and expressed support for continuity 
and collaboration in their G20 presi-
dencies and wish them all success in 
their endeavours.

the Ministers called for the imple-
mentation of the 2030 Agenda for 
sustainable development in its three 
dimensions - economic, social and 
environmental, in a balanced and in-
tegrated manner by mobilising the 
means required to implement the 
2030 Agenda.

they highlighted in this regard that 
the sustainable development Goals 
(sdGs) summit, to be held in new 
York in september 2023, constitutes 
a unique opportunity for renewing in-
ternational commitment to the imple-
mentation of the 2030 Agenda.

the Ministers recognised the im-
pact on the world economy from uni-
lateral approaches in breach of inter-
national law and they also noted that 

BRICS commits to bring about reforms in UNSC

MoSCow

 dMitrY Medvedev, the deputy 
chairman of russia’s security Council, 
has described the ukrainian regime’s 
actions as terrorism, pointing out that 
the only way to counteract terrorists is 
to destroy them.

“this is an act of terrorism, and there 
is no other way to qualify it. if it is an 
act of terrorism, there is only one way 
to respond to it. no country can afford 
to negotiate with terrorists, terrorists 
must be destroyed,” Medvedev said, 
commenting on the ukrainian regime’s 
actions. He posted on his telegram ac-
count a video showing his conversation 
with military servicemen at the com-
bined arms training ground prudboy in 
the Volgograd region.

“it is clear to everyone that it was an 
absolutely terrorist attack, it was not a 
military battle, not military action. it 
does not even fit in with any rules of 
warfare,” Medvedev said. He wondered 
what purpose such an attack could 
have. 

“to cause damage to the civilian pop-
ulation and only that, because those 
means of destruction, those drones 
that were used, they cannot damage ei-
ther military facilities or public admin-
istration buildings,” he said. “the aim 
was simple - to cause damage, to harm 
to the civilian population somehow,” 
Medvedev reiterated.

“And the fact that our enemy is al-
ready behaving as a terrorist charac-
terizes in a very specific way both the 
ukrainian regime and those who are 
behind it - first of all the Americans 
and the europeans, who, in fact, have 
got on the warpath with us,” Medvedev 
stressed. in his opinion, “terrorist acts 
must entail the harshest retaliation pos-
sible.”

Ukrainian regime behaves like 
terrorists, and terrorists must be 
done away with — Medvedev 

the situation is complicated further by 
unilateral economic coercive meas-
ures, such as sanctions, boycotts, em-
bargoes and blockades.

the Ministers expressed their sup-
port for the free, open, transparent, 
fair, predictable, inclusive, equitable, 
non-discriminatory and rules-based 
multilateral trading system with the 
world trade organisation (wto) at 
its core, with special and differen-
tial treatment (s&dt) for developing 
countries, including least developed 
Countries. they stressed their support 
to work towards positive and mean-
ingful outcomes on the issues at the 
13th Ministerial Conference (MC13).

they committed to engaging con-
structively to pursue the necessary 
wto reform with a view to presenting 
concrete deliverables to MC13. they 
called for the restoration of a fully and 
well-functioning dispute settlement 
system accessible to all members by 
2024, and the selection of new Appel-
late Body Members without further 
delay.

they condemned unilateral protec-
tionist measures under the pretext of 
environmental concerns such as uni-

lateral and discriminatory carbon bor-
der adjustment mechanisms, taxes and 
other measures.

they supported a robust Global Fi-
nancial safety net with a quota-based 
and adequately resourced international 
Monetary Fund (iMF) at its centre. they 
called on continuing the process of iMF 
governance reform under the 16th Gen-
eral review of Quotas, including a new 
quota formula as a guide, to be complet-
ed by 15 december 2023.

the Ministers emphasised the im-
portance of financial inclusion so that 
citizens can reap the benefits of eco-
nomic growth and prosperity and wel-
comed the many new technological 
instruments for financial inclusion, 
developed in BriCs countries, that can 
contribute to ensuring the citizens’ full 
participation in the formal economy.

Ministers underscored the impor-
tance of encouraging the use of local 
currencies in international trade and fi-
nancial transactions between BriCs as 
well as their trading partners.

the Ministers emphasised that ensur-
ing energy security is a crucial founda-
tion for economic development, social 
stability, national security, and the wel-

fare of all nations worldwide. they 
called for resilient global supply 
chains and predictable, stable en-
ergy demand to ensure universal ac-
cess to affordable, reliable, sustain-
able, and modern energy sources.

they also stressed the impor-
tance of enhancing energy security 
and market stability by strengthen-
ing value chains, promoting open, 
transparent, and competitive mar-
kets, and ensuring the protection of 
critical energy infrastructure. they 
strongly condemned all terrorist at-
tacks against critical infrastructure, 
including critical energy facilities, 
and against other vulnerable targets.

the Ministers reiterated that the 
objectives, principles and provisions 
of the united nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (un-
FCCC) and its paris Agreement, in 
particular, the principles of common 
but differentiated responsibilities 
and respective capabilities (CBdr-
rC) in the light of different national 
circumstances, must be honoured.

they reaffirmed their national 
and joint efforts to promote the 
implementation of the paris Agree-

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar poses for a picture with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov, and others at the BRICS Foreign Ministers’ meeting on the sidelines of the 77th session of the United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA), in New York on Thursday. ANI

Xi wrote back, saying that her 
story is a good example of the 
friendship between the two 
countries. 

“i am so happy to receive 
the reply letter from Grandpa 
Xi. it’s a special day today,” 
Chin said. “i want to share 
my story and happiness with 
my friends.” Hossen, Chin’s 
father, said he was thrilled to 
receive Xi’s letter.

“Chinese military doctors 
saved my wife and ensured 
the safe birth of my daughter. 
For that, we will always be 
grateful.” since it was com-
missioned in 2008, the hos-
pital ship of the navy of the 
Chinese people’s liberation 
Army has mainly carried out 
disease diagnosis, treatment 
and professional training. 

China’s peace Ark’s mis-
sion is to spread the notion 
of peace across the oceans. 
so far, it has sailed more 
than 260,000 nautical miles 
and has completed multiple 
overseas missions providing 
free medical services to more 
than 250,000 people in 43 
countries and regions.

 the ship’s hospital equip-
ment is on par with some top 
medical facilities in China. 
the crew includes some of 
China’s leading medical ex-
perts and professionals in 
neurology, gastroenterology,  

Chin during a visit to Bangladesh 
with a Chinese naval formation. 

At that time, Chin called sheng 
her “Chinese mother” for the first 
time. “it was the Chinese mother 
who helped me come into this 
world then. today, uncles and 
aunties from China are still show-
ing long-term concern for my 

growth,” Chin said. 
“Many thanks to all of them.” 

in his letter, Xi encouraged Chin 
to study hard, pursue her dream 
and carry forward the traditional 
friendship between China and 
Bangladesh. “i will use this as mo-
tivation to study hard and grow up 
healthily,” Chin beamed. 

physiotherapy, traditional Chinese medicine, infec-
tious diseases, reconstructive surgery and burns.

CHINESE MOTHER
in 2013, when the peace Ark arrived in Bangladesh 

for the second time, China’s military doctors conduct-
ed a comprehensive check-up on Chin. 

in 2017, sheng ruifang, the anesthesiologist who 
participated in the surgery for Chin’s mother, met 

“i want to share with my teachers and classmates what i have 
personally witnessed in China, and i want to tell more people 
in Bangladesh my story and about the friendship of China,” said 
Chin who visited China in 2019.

 After reading Xi’s letter, Hossen said he was “extremely hap-
py and grateful” that Xi remembered Chin “despite his busy 
schedule.” Hossen said he will “provide good conditions” for 
Chin’s growth and encourage her to study hard and even learn 
Chinese.

TRADITIONS OF FRIENDSHIP
in his reply, Xi said since ancient times, the Chinese and 

the Bangladeshi have been close neighbors and good friends, 
whose friendly exchanges date back over a thousand years. 

the two countries have also witnessed progress in their ties 
during their joint fight against the CoVid-19 epidemic. 

At the invitation of the Bangladeshi government, the Chinese 
government immediately dispatched a medical expert team to 
support Bangladesh’s epidemic prevention and control efforts. 
China was also one of the first countries to provide vaccine as-
sistance to Bangladesh. 

when CoVid-19 hit, the Chinese side supported the coun-
try in protecting the health of its people. Chinese Vice Foreign 
Minister sun weidong, who attended the hand-over ceremony 
of the reply letter, said Xi’s response to Chin’s letter on the eve 
of international Children’s day reflects his high regard for the 
friendly relations between China and Bangladesh, expecta-
tions for the enduring friendship between the two countries 
and hope for the success and well-being of the country’s youth. 

sun said young people are the key to fostering friendly co-
operation between China and Bangladesh, hoping that mutual 
communication and learning by the youth of the two countries 
can be promoted.

 “together, they can contribute their enthusiasm and passion 
to the cause of China-Bangladesh friendship,” sun said. Chin 
has expressed her aspirations of studying in China in the future.

“i hope i have the chance to go to one Chinese university in 
the future and study medicine there,” Chin said, “and become 
a doctor to heal the wounded and rescue the dying, just as my 
Chinese mother did.” 

                       
        Xinhua

Alifa Chin reads a reply letter from Chinese President Xi Jinping in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on May 29, 2023. Xinhua



 By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

IHEFU SC is aware of the 
threat the side faces in retain-
ing key players ahead of next 
season.

Several footballers now serv-
ing the outfit have been linked 
to joining other Premier League 
teams after showcasing impres-
sive performances.

The Mbeya-based team that 
has, this season, displayed good 
football in the league, stands to 
lose numerous players who are 
hunted by some top-tier teams.

So far five players have been 
linked to being on a move- Ya-
hya Mbegu and Nicolas Wadada 
(Singida Big Stars and Simba 
SC), Raphael Daud (Geita Gold 
FC), and Andrew Simchimba 
and Mwaita Gereza (Kagera 
Sugar).

Ihefu SC Manager Lulanga 
Mapunda said they have heard 
the information but the tech-
nical bench has not ignored it, 
stressing they continue to fight 
to ensure they keep their play-
ers.

He said that they are trying 
to convince their outstand-
ing players who showcased 
solid displays to remain with 
the team next season, as well 
as submitting proposals to the 
management to extend the con-
tracts for players that are near-
ing free agency.

“We want to build a strong 
team with our top players to 
stay with us next season, we be-
lieve we will succeed because 
we live well with them, basi-

cally talking to the management 
to make sure no one leaves and 
strengthen their financial de-
mands,” Mapunda pointed out.

The manager noted that af-
ter a short break, the team has 
already returned to training to 
continue preparations for the 
remaining two matches, adding 
they are determined to win the 
fixtures.

“We gave the footballers a 
three-day break and we have 
already resumed training since 
Friday to finish the remaining 
two league matches, we need a 
win to end the league on a high 

note after enduring a rough 
start,” the manager noted.

With two games left, Ihefu SC 
has played 28 games and posted 
33 points from 10 wins, three 
draws, and 15 losses.

Ihefu SC has lost three games 
in a row since assuring itself of 
maintaining its position in the 
Premier League for next season.

The outfit’s assistant coach 
Zubeir Katwila noted it is un-
acceptable and they should 
change quickly.

The tactician noted: “We 
know that it is not going to be 
easy but losing three games in a 

row is not acceptable, my play-
ers are determined to win the 
upcoming matches.”

“We have the best players 
who managed to record vic-
tories when the team came 
up against big guns, we surely 
believe we will do the same in 
the remaining games,” Katwila 
stated.

Ihefu SC has two games left 
slated to be played at its home 
venue, Highland Estate Sta-
dium, coming up against Geita 
Gold FC on June 6 and later 
playing against Kagera Sugar on 
June 9.
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Simba SC goalie tipped 
to scale great heights 
By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

F
OUR epic matches 
for Simba SC’s young 
goalkeeper, Ally Sa-
lim, have officially in-

troduced him to football lovers 
in Tanzania that he is the next 
big thing in domestic football.

Such an exciting journey for 
the promising shot-stopper 
started in the 2022/23 NBC Pre-
mier League tie between Simba 
SC and Yanga, popularly known 
as ‘Dar Derby’, played on April 
16.

The goalie went on to keep a 
clean sheet as Simba SC defeat-
ed Yanga 2-0.

He avoided committing mis-
takes after starting before goal-
keepers, Aishi Manula who was 
injured, and Beno Kakolanya 
who is known to be closing in 
on moving to Singida Big Stars.

It is interesting that Salim 
is on the rise and is following 
in Manula’s footsteps. It was 
March 19, 2014, in the second 
round game of the Premier 
League between Yanga and 
Azam FC, played at Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium.

Mwadini Ally was Azam FC’s 
number-one goalkeeper at that 
time. Toward the game, Ally 
asked for permission to attend 
a funeral at his family’s home in 
Zanzibar.

He was allowed and left but 
Azam FC leaders keenly moni-
tored the situation given they 
wanted to satisfy themselves 
whether there was a funeral at 
Ally’s house.

They sent someone to go and 
confirm. He arrived but he did 
not find any funeral at either 
Ally’s family or neighbours’ 
house.

When the information 
reached Azam FC leaders, they 
took the shot-stopper out of the 
match schedule.

The then Azam FC head 
coach Joseph Omog was in-
volved, he said there is no 
problem. The side’s goalkeep-
ing coach, Idd Abubakary, said: 
“Young Manula is ready for the 
game.”

When the matchday arrived, 

Manula was allowed to feature 
in the clash. This was a very 
important game for Azam FC in 
the race for the top flight’s sil-
verware, as, by then, Azam FC 
was leading the league, boast-
ing a four-point margin with 
closest challengers, Yanga.

If Yanga was to win this game, 
it would mean that the club 
would have reduced the points 
gap to one and put pressure on 
the league leader.

Azam FC nevertheless, were 
not afraid of all that, they trust-
ed young Manula and he did 
not let the club down, given he 
did a really good job.

He saved many shots from 
Yanga’s fearsome attackers, 
Khamis Kiiza and Didier Ka-
vumbagu, the noticeable ex-
ploit the shot-stopper enjoyed 
was a penalty save, in which he 
kept Kiiza at bay.

The game ended in a 1-1 draw 
and Azam FC maintained the 
points margin.

Manula, from then on, be-
came Azam FC’s number-one 
goalkeeper until he left the 
club in 2017 to join Simba SC.

Since Manula went to Simba 

SC that year, he has been the 
club’s number-one goalkeeper 
despite being presented with 
several challenges, including 
the arrival of Beno Kakolanya, 
who is respected by many for 
his competence.

On April 16, 2023, something 
strange happened at the squad, 
a 20-year-old keeper from the 
side’s junior outfit, as was the 
case with Manula during his 
spell at Azam FC, garnered a 
chance in  Simba SC’s match 
against Yanga.

He put on a stellar perfor-
mance and created buzz from 
his employers to the side’s fans 
on the street.

The young shot-stopper gar-
nered the opportunity due to 
the absence of the number one 
goalkeeper who was supposed 
to be in the match.

It is no secret Azam FC and 
Simba SC have different de-
mands- Manula had time to 
prosper at Azam FC because he 
had no pressure from the fans 
who allowed him to grow.

Salim- as opposed to Manula- 
has so much pressure on his 
back from Simba SC members 

and followers.
Football fans believe he still 

has a long way to go, follow-
ing a few mistakes he made in 
the reverse fixture of this sea-
son’s CAF Champions League 
quarterfinals pitting Simba SC 
against Morocco’s Wydad Casa-
blanca.

In big games and occasions, 
inexperienced players can be 
easily seen due to their deci-
sion-making.

As a young goalkeeper Salim 
was on numerous occasions 
spotted making wrong deci-
sions between the posts.

So far with a lot of trust in-
vested in him by the team, the 
sky is the limit for him.

The goalie is playing with two 
wonderful goalkeepers he has 
trained with for a long time.

With the experience Salim 
has garnered from fellow goal-
ies, he ought to be a good goal-
keeper if he works hard.

Will Salim emulate Manula?, 
hold sway, and become the 
number one shot-stopper at 
Simba SC and the national side?

Simba SC’s third-choice goalkeeper, Ally Salim.

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

NAMUNGO FC center-back Chris-
topher Oruchum has confirmed that 
former Zambia Super League cham-
pion, ZESCO United, is interested in 
acquiring his signature during the 
2023/24 transfer window.

The central defender, a Kenyan in-
ternational, is currently with Namun-
go FC, popularly known as ‘Southern 
Killers’, having joined the Lindi-based 
club in July 2022 from his home coun-
try’s side, Tusker FC.

Oruchum has played under the cur-
rent ZESCO United Technical Direc-
tor, Honour Janza, at Namungo FC, an 
outfit the Zambian gaffer coached be-
tween December 2021 and December 
2022.

The player revealed that ZESCO 
United has not given up on the chase 
for his signature having missed it in 
the January transfer window.

“ZESCO United was keen on sign-
ing me in January but the deal fell 
through. I can confirm that they have 
contacted my agent again to seal a 
deal in the off-season window,” he 
disclosed.

Oruchum’s decision to ditch Ke-
nyan champions Tusker FC for Na-
mungo FC, a team that is barely five 
years old, was viewed as a downgrade 
in his career.

The footballer, a University of Nairo-
bi student, was part of Tusker FC, the 
winner of the Kenyan Premier League 
(KPL) top honour in the 2020/21 sea-
son, and played a crucial role in the 
club’s impressive run in a campaign 
that was annulled by the Football Ke-
nya Federation (FKF).

He revealed Namungo FC’s deal 
was too sweet to reject and thus, the 
player had to cut ties with the brew-
ers who were willing to extend his 
contract.

Oruchum noted: “Many people, in-
cluding close friends, questioned my 
decision to leave Tusker FC for Na-
mungo FC. Some felt that by remain-
ing at Tusker FC I would win more 
titles.”

“I had similar thoughts but what-
ever Namungo FC placed on my table 
made the difference. As a business 
student, numbers matter a lot,” he 
pointed out.

Oruchum, also a former Thika 

United defender, lifted the lid on the 
drama he witnessed at the negotia-
tion table as Tusker FC attempted to 
entice him from crossing the border 
by increasing his salary.

However, Namungo FC, which has 
close ties with Prime Minister Kassim 
Majaliwa, returned with a lucrative 
offer that proved the tiebreaker. The 
club has six commercial partners.

The footballer disclosed: “When I 
got the first offer from Namungo FC, I 
approached Humphrey Mieno (Tusk-
er FC captain) for advice. He told me 
to take it but Tusker FC was willing to 
extend my contract and upscale my 
salary.”

“At some point, I was tempted to re-
new my stay at Tusker FC. Namungo 
FC however sealed the negotiation by 
rocketing their offer, financially,” he 
said.

“(Tusker FC) coach Robert Matano 
and the rest of the team blessed the 
move. I remain grateful to Tusker FC 
for the platform they offered me and, 
more importantly, for believing and 
signing me when I was half-fit,” he 
stated.

Oruchum moreover issued his take 
on life in the NBC Premier League, 
noting: “Their (Mainland Tanzania) 
league is heads and shoulders above 
ours. Teams here have sound struc-
tures and play attractive football.”

The footballer said: “It is all about 
entertaining the fans who back the 
teams courtesy of their policy to re-
gionalize the game.”

“My first weeks were a little bit 
tough as I had been accustomed to 
the power play. Whatever I learned 
at Thika United when I was starting 
came in handy as their systems and 
style of play is similar to that of Na-
mungo FC,” he revealed.

Meanwhile, Oruchum, also a former 
player at Kenya’s other soccer giant 
AFC Leopards, weighed in on allega-
tions that insinuate that sorcery is 
deeply rooted in Tanzanian football.

“I do not believe in black magic and 
neither does it help when it comes to 
football. I might have seen some ran-
dom and uncanny practices but I am 
never keen on them. I respect what 
others believe in,” he said.

 Oruchum intends to transition into 
management once he hangs up his 
boots.

Namungo FC defender 
confirms interest from 
former Zambia champions

Christopher Oruchum.

Ihefu SC’s players celebrate after grabbing a goal in one of the club’s 2022/23 NBC Premier League games that took 
place at Highland Estate Stadium recently.

Ihefu SC assesses threat facing key players’ retention  



United are the only 
other English club to 
have won all three ma-
jor trophies in one cam-
paign and Erik ten Hag’s 
men would dearly love 
to stop City moving 
closer to matching their 
achievement.

United’s treble win-
ners only secured the 
title with a win against 
Tottenham on the last 
day of the season and 
needed an astonish-
ing late fightback to 
beat  Bayern Munich  in 
the Champions League 

final.
Those victories tested 

the nerves of everyone 
associated with Alex Fer-
guson’s team and City 
could be about to expe-
rience the most fraught 
part of their own treble 
chase.

Inter, who are third 
in a relatively weak Se-
rie A, will be underdogs 
against City next week.

But United should 
pose a sterner threat 
and Guardiola is well 
aware Ten Hag’s team 
have enough quality to 

hurt them if they are not 
at their best.

Guardiola personally 
watched United’s recent 
4-1 rout of  Chelsea, 
while memories of City’s 
2-1 defeat at Old Trafford 
in January still haunt the 
Spaniard.

“I am more focused 
on United right now. I 
saw their game against 
Chelsea. I was really 
impressed and I have 
started to review a little 
bit what they did to us 
in the game at Old Traf-
ford,” Guardiola said.

“As in the past, we have 
to be careful. I would be 
careful anyway but af-
ter Thursday and their 
games recently, we are 
going to prepare the best 
we can.”

- ‘Special game’ -
Despite Guardiola’s 

caution, Abu Dhabi-
backed City have be-
come English football’s 
first dynasty since Unit-
ed’s Ferguson era and 
have every reason to be-
lieve they will lift the FA 
Cup for the second time 
in the Spaniard’s reign.

City, who thrashed 
United 6-3 in October, 
reeled off a blistering 
streak of 12 successive 
league victories to land 
a third consecutive title.

Last weekend’s 1-0 loss 
at  Brentford, in which 
City fielded a weakened 
team, was their first de-
feat in 26 games in all 
competitions.

Inevitably, Erling Haa-
land will be City’s key 
man at the end of a bril-
liant first season in Eng-
land.

The  Norway  striker 
has scored 52 goals in 
all competitions, includ-
ing a single-season re-
cord 36 in the Premier 
League.
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 Gwiji by David Chikoko

 LONDON

P
EP Guardiola 
has warned 
his Manches-
ter City stars 

that Manchester United 
are capable of wrecking 
their treble dreams in to-
day’s FA Cup final.

City will arrive at 
Wembley this weekend 
hoping to complete the 
second part of their in-
credible bid to win the 
Premier League, Cham-
pions League and FA 
Cup in a single season.

Guardiola’s side 
clinched a fifth Premier 
League title in six sea-
sons with three games 
to spare, giving the City 
boss an opportunity to 
rest key players and fine-
tune his tactics ahead 
of the two matches that 
will define their season.

After facing bitter ri-
vals United in the first 
all-Manchester FA Cup 
final, City travel to Is-
tanbul to play  Inter Mi-
lan  in the Champions 
League final on June 10.

Guardiola’s sole fo-
cus this week has been 
United, who stand in the 
way of the club’s attempt 
to emulate their neigh-
bours’ historic treble tri-
umph in 1999.

 

Guardiola puts Man City on red alert as 
United threaten treble bid in FA Cup final 

BEIJING

CHINESE football fans will need to shell out 
up to $680 to see Lionel Messi lead  Argenti-
na against Australia in a Beijing friendly, organis-
ers said Friday.

The game on June 15 at the 68,000-capacity 
Workers’ Stadium is a rematch of Argentina and 
Australia’s meeting in the last 16 of the Qatar World 
Cup.

Messi, who is set to leave Paris Saint-Germain 
this summer, scored in a 2-1 win for Argentina and 
they went on to lift the World Cup.

Tickets ranging from 580 yuan ($82) to 4,800 
yuan will go on sale in two batches, on June 5 and 
8, organisers said.

Disgruntled fans online quickly decried the pric-
es for the exhibition game.

“I’m reporting you for robbery,” one user on the 
Twitter-like Weibo commented on the organisers’ 
official account.

“For 4,800, will Messi carry us on his back while 
he plays?” wrote another.

It will be Messi’s first visit to China since 2017.
Strict steps are being taken to prevent scalping, 

with spectators required to provide identification 
information and show ID cards or passports to en-
ter the stadium.

But merchants on China’s Taobao shopping plat-
form immediately began offering booking services 
for the tickets, with one seller charging 18,000 
yuan for what they claimed was access to VIP seats.

International sport has only just begun to return 
to China after Beijing abruptly ditched strict virus 
curbs late last year.

Meanwhile, With Lionel Messi’s time at Paris 
Saint-Germain drawing to a close, the Argentine 
forward will soon reveal his future -- but hopes of a 
romantic return to Barcelona are fading.

Messi, who turns 36 in June, is Barcelona’s all-
time record goalscorer and biggest icon and was 
forced to wave a tearful goodbye in 2021 at the end 
of his contract, with the club unable to afford to 
keep him.

Coach Xavi Hernandez has been pushing hard 
for the World Cup winner to come back, but Messi’s 
camp has told Spanish media no offer from Barce-
lona has arrived yet.

“For me there is no doubt that if Messi comes 
back he will help us on a footballing level, that’s 
what I’ve let the president know,” Xavi told Spanish 
daily Diario Sport.

Barcelona are waiting for La Liga to approve a 
financial viability plan ahead of spending in the 
summer transfer window.

“At the moment it seems difficult for Messi to re-
turn to Barca,” said La Liga president Javier Tebas 
in April.

“Barca are not like PSG, who have a fuel tap and 
money for a big salary.”

La Liga’s financial fair play rules currently limit 
Barcelona to spending 40 percent of any savings 
made through salary cuts or player sales, because 
of the club’s losses.

Even if they bring in enough new income to 
break free of the league’s financial handcuffs, what 
they can offer Messi would be modest.

By contrast, elsewhere Messi will be paid a king’s 
ransom, into the hundreds of millions.

A source close to the deal told AFP in May the for-
ward has an agreement to move to the Saudi Arabi-
an league, joining his former Real Madrid sparring 
partner Cristiano Ronaldo in the Gulf state.

- Risks -
Many Barcelona fans and coach Xavi would like 

Messi to add a much-needed coda to a story left in-
complete by his shock departure.

The forward arrived at Barcelona at 13 years old 
and departed without a proper goodbye to sup-
porters, who at that point were still shut out of sta-
diums because of the pandemic.

Messi showed by leading  Argentina  to World 
Cup glory in Qatar that he can still deliver at the 
elite level when motivated.

The forward is favourite to win the Ballon d’Or 
and remains sublime at breaking down stubborn 
defences, something Barca have struggled with 
even on their way to winning La Liga this season.

His return would be costly in terms of wages but, 
without a transfer fee, could still represent good 
value for a club hungry for short-term success.

“Reclaiming” Messi’s legacy is a positive in its 
own right, ensuring he finishes his career at the 
club where he spent two decades.

The romance of a fairytale return and chance to 
seal his glorious chapter in the club’s history are 
tempting, but with Barcelona moving forward and 
transforming, it could be a mistake for both club 
and player to turn back to the past.

Some believe Barca should not direct a signifi-
cant chunk of their limited financial resources to-
wards an ageing great when there are clear areas 
where the squad needs improvement.

Xavi has said replacing veteran holding midfield-
er Sergio Busquets, who is departing, is the key to 
any success next season.

Barcelona also need a first choice right-back, a 
back-up for striker Robert Lewandowski and a left 
winger.

Some fans are worried a return for Messi may tar-
nish his brilliant legacy at Barcelona and hamper 
the team’s progress at the same time.

Messi may consider that in terms of his legacy 
there is more to lose than gain by returning to Bar-
celona.

French champions PSG host Clermont in their fi-
nal Ligue 1 match of the season on Saturday, with 
Messi’s future set to take centre-stage after that.

AFP

‘Robbery’ as organisers charge 
$680 to see Messi in China

 ROMA

JOSE Mourinho told 
his Roma players that 
there was no need to cry 
after a long, emotional 
Europa League ride 
ended in defeat at the fi-
nal hurdle, but fans will 
shed a tear should the 
Portuguese leave this 
summer.

Roma and Mourinho 
were denied a second 
European crown in as 
many years when his ex-
hausted, injury-ravaged 
team lost on penalties 
to Sevilla, but he gave 
a rousing post-match 
speech on the pitch be-
fore thanking the army 
of Roma fans who made 
it to Budapest.

His message was one 
of pride, which is what 
he has   restored at 
Roma, a team which has 
one of  Italy’s largest, 
most passionate fan bas-
es but has won little of 
note since being found-
ed in 1927.

Last season’s Europa 
Conference League win, 
the fifth major continen-
tal trophy of Mourinho’s 
career and the first in 
Roma’s history, had sup-
porters believing that a 
winning mentality could 
be instilled in what has 
often been a basket case 
club.

“You can lose a match, 
but you must never lose 
your dignity,” Mourinho 
later told reporters.

“We lost a match but 
we didn’t lose our dig-
nity. I’ve won five finals 
but I didn’t go home any 
prouder than I will to-
day. Happier, obviously, 
but not prouder.”

Those comments, and 
calling referee Anthony 
Taylor a “disgrace” in the 
Puskas Arena’s car park 
for not awarding Roma 
a second-half penalty for 
handball, were lapped 
up by supporters who 
in Mourinho see their 
representative in the 
dugout.

- Future in doubt -
The 60-year-old’s con-

tract expires at the end 
of next season but ru-
mours about his future 
beyond the end of this 
month have been swirl-
ing since the end of last 
year.

He has yet to sit down 
with Roma’s billionaire 
American owner and 
president Dan Friedkin, 
but Mourinho said on 
Wednesday that he and 
his team “deserve more”, 
saying that he was “too 
tired to do the job as a 
coach, as a spokesman 
of the club”.

“I want to stay but with 
the possibility of giving 
more,” he added.

That has been taken 
as a hint that he wants 
more public backing and 
more money in the trans-
fer kitty to challenge and 
potentially win the Serie 
A title like  Napoli  did 
this season.

Wednesday’s defeat 
means that Roma will 
not compete in the 
Champions League next 
season. A seven-game 
Serie A winless run has 
killed their hopes of 
the top four and the in-
crease in revenue that 
comes with Europe’s top 
club competition.

Roma are sixth in It-
aly’s top flight with one 
match left this season 
and could yet be over-
taken by  Juventus  who 
sit just a point back in 
the Conference League 

‘Proud’ Mourinho leaves Roma fans fearing summer exit 

spot.
Roma host Spezia, 

who are scrapping for 
their Serie A lives, and 
will have to deal with the 
physical and mental toll 
of losing such a gruelling 
final.

But the Spezia match 
will be little more than 
a backdrop for another 
outpouring of emotion 
from the Stadio Olim-
pico stands to the team 
and Mourinho in a hope-
ful bid to keep their 
coaching icon in the Ital-
ian capital.

Meanwhile, Referee-
ing body PGMOL have 
condemned the “unjus-
tified and abhorrent” 
abuse hurled at Anthony 
Taylor after the official 
was harassed by angry 
fans at Budapest Airport 

following his controver-
sial display in the Euro-
pa League final.

Video footage on so-
cial media shows Taylor 
and his family trying to 
evade a furious mob as 
they walked through the 
airport after he refereed 
Sevilla’s victory against 
Roma in Hungary on 
Wednesday.

Taylor booked 13 play-
ers, seven of them Roma 
players, while the game 
was littered with delays 
due to the unusually 
high number of fouls.

A chair and a bottle 
were thrown in the di-
rection of the referee 
and his group.

Taylor and his fam-
ily were eventually led 
out of a cafe and into a 
secure area by airport 

security.
The English offi-

cial was also targeted 
by Roma boss Jose 
Mourinho, who was seen 
gesticulating at Taylor 
and calling him a “dis-
grace” in a profanity-
laced tirade in the sta-
dium car park after the 
match.

Responding to the 
incident at the airport, 
the Professional Game 
Match Officials Limited 
(PGMOL) said in a 
statement: “PGMOL 
is aware of videos 
circulating on social 
media showing Anthony 
Taylor and his family 
being harassed and 
abused at Budapest 
Airport.

“We are appalled 
at the unjustified 

and abhorrent abuse 
directed at Anthony and 
his family as he tries to 
make his way home from 
refereeing the UEFA 
Europa League final.

“We will continue to 
provide our full support 
to Anthony and his 
family.”

Refsupport UK added: 
“This is so, so worrying 
to see and we hope 
Anthony and his family 
are ok.

“This is why we believe 
organisations like the 
LMA_Managers and 
the PFA as well as the 
WeAreTheFSA need to 
come out and condemn 
such behaviour in this 
country.

“Managers’ comments 
and players’ behaviour 
encourage this and it 
is on a worrying rise 
where a serious incident 
or murder is just around 
the corner.”

UEFA is awaiting 
Taylor’s report before 
deciding whether to take 
action against Mourinho 
for his rant.

Taylor booked 
Mourinho during the 
game, which finished 1-1 
after extra time before 
Sevilla won on penalties.

It was Sevilla’s seventh 
Europa League triumph 
and the first European fi-
nal defeat of Mourinho’s 
managerial career.

AFP

Erling Haaland will lead Manchester City’s challenge when they face Manchester United in the 
FA Cup final today. (Agencies)

United are among Haa-
land’s victims after he hit 
a hat-trick against them 
in October, but Ten Hag 
came up with a plan to 
hold him goalless in the 
rematch.

That was another no-
table achievement in an 
impressive first season 
for Ten Hag, who ended 
United’s six-year trophy 
drought with a League 
Cup final victory against 
Newcastle in February.

Ten Hag is only the 
second manager in 
United’s history to win 
a major trophy in his 
first season and adding 
City’s scalp at Wembley 
would underline the vast 
improvement under the 
Dutchman.

United, who finished 
third in the Premier 
League, are relishing 
the opportunity to ruin 
City’s treble hopes, even 
without injured for-
ward Anthony Martial.

“Of course, we know 
it’s a big final, a special 
game. We’ve been the 
whole year fighting to be 
in that position to win ti-
tles. We will try absolute-
ly everything to try to 
win,” United keeper Da-
vid De Gea said.

AFP

Jose Mourinho (C) has created a deep bond with Roma’s players and supporters. (Agencies)



By Correspondent Joseph 
Mchekadona

TANZANIA’s junior tennis 
star Shana Mao has impressed 
in the just-ended J30 Interna-
tional Tennis Federation (ITF) 
World Tour Junior played in 
Kampala, Uganda.

Coach Nicolas Leringa who 
accompanied the performer 
said she partnered with Gha-
naian, Sisu Makena Tomegah, 
and the duo emerged winners 
in Girls’ doubles category.

He said the pair triumphed 
7-6, 6-2 over Indians Shan-
vitha Nukala and Pia Mistri in 
the tournament which took 
place from May 24-26.

The coach further said be-
fore winning the Girls’ dou-
bles category, Shana reached 
the semi-finals in the Girls’ 
singles category. 

He described the junior 
tennis ace’s performance in 
the showdown as very im-
pressive.

“This is a rare achieve-
ment and I’m very impressed 
with her performance, the 

J30 World Tour attracts the 
cream of players from around 
the world so to win in the 
Girls’ doubles category is a 
big achievement not only for 
her but also the whole coun-
try,” he said.

Meanwhile, six Tanzania 
female tennis players left for 
Rwanda on Thursday to take 
part in Billie Jean King Cup 
scheduled for Monday to Sun-
day.

Tanzania Tennis Associa-
tion (TTA) president Francis 
Thomas who has bankrolled 
the team said he is confident 
of witnessing the players gar-
nering good results in the 
tournament.

The players who made the 
trip are Esther Nankulange, 
Naitoti Singo, Barbara Mollel, 
Shana Mao, Nasha Singo, and 
Edna John.

In a telephone interview, 
Edna, the squad’s skipper, 
said they are well prepared 
for the tournament. She 
thanked TTA president for 
sponsoring the team’s trip to 

Rwanda.
“We are ready for the tour-

nament, everyone is looking 
forward to it and our aim is to 
win am sure we will do that,” 
she said.

The 2023 ITF World Tennis 
Tour Junior Finals will take 
place at the Sichuan Interna-
tional Tennis Center, Cheng-
du, China on October 16-22, 
2023. 

The event showcases the 

best junior players from the 
past 12 months within the ITF 
World Tennis Tour Juniors, 
which provides opportunities 
for players aged 18 and under 
to compete internationally.  

In partnership with the 
Chinese Tennis Association, 
Chengdu Sports Bureau, and 
Chengdu Shuangliu District 
Bureau of Culture, Sports, 
and Tourism, the event will 
resume in Chengdu following 
successful events that took 
place between 2015–2019.

Previous participants in-
clude 2022 US and French 
Open finalist Casper Ruud, 
and current US No.1 Taylor 
Fritz.

The reigning Wimbledon 
champion Elena Rybakina 
and 2021 US Open finalist 
Leylah Fernandez also make 
the list.  

Previous champions in-
clude Andrey Rublev (2015), 
Marta Kostyuk (2017), Holger 
Rune (2019), and Diane Parry 
(2019).

The Finals will consist of 

the top eight boys and girls 
in the ITF World Tennis Tour 
Junior Finals Qualification 
Rankings.

They will consider results 
achieved in the 52 weeks up 
to September 11, 2023.

If no Chinese player finish-
es in the top eight, the final 
place in each draw will be re-
served as a wildcard for any 
Chinese player who finishes 
in the top 25.

If no Chinese player fin-
ishes in the top 25, the eighth 
place will revert to the qualifi-
cation rankings list. 

New for 2023, an alternate 
player will be awarded for the 
Boys and Girls events.

For 2023, this player will 
be a Chinese player provided 
they are ranked in the Top 
100 in the final qualification 
rankings.  

The current qualification 
rankings can be found here 
and will be updated each 
Monday, until the final list is 
published on September 11, 
2023.

 

line Television during train-
ing last week that the play-
ers are focused and positive 
much as they conceded a 
loss in the first leg duel.

The official noted they 
believe they can rectify er-
rors that brought about the 
loss in the previous clash 
and get good results in the 
rematch.

The Team Manager said 
Yanga’s technical bench of-
ficials, as well, feel the same 
way, stressing they are opti-
mistic they will fully coop-
erate with the footballers 
to work on the weaknesses 
and do well in the coming 
fixture.

Harson also pointed out 
that the coaches analyzed 
the previous tie’s perfor-
mance, sought to rectify 
mistakes, and impart tactics 
to players, seeing to it they 
are in good shape ahead of 
the rematch.

The official revealed mo-
rale was high in the train-
ing camp, given footballers 

and officials have high hope 
they will bounce back and 
overturn the results so they 
can fulfil the plan to bring 
CAF Confederation Cup sil-
verware back home.

The Team Manager was 
adamant Yanga was ready 
to regroup, prepare well, 
and see to it they defend 
Tanzania’s prestige.

The Jangwani Stree side’s 
goal-getter, Fiston Mayele, 
will further be closing in 
on lifting this season’s CAF 
Confederation Cup top goal 
scorer’s prize, with the at-
tacker currently leading 
the race after scoring seven 
goals.

The goal-getter sensa-
tionally netted his seventh 
goal when Yanga came 
up against USM Alger last 
week, expertly drilling in a 
right-foot shot off an assist 
by midfielder, Mudathir Ya-
hya, a few meters from USM 
Alger’s penalty area.

Ghanaian winger, Ber-
nard Morrison, initiated 

the move that led to Yanga’s 
only goal in the tie, negotiat-
ing his way past several USM 
Alger’s players outside the 
penalty box, lifting the ball 
over the latter to find Yahya 
that executed a downward 
header for Mayele.

Mayele made no mistake 
with the assist, bringing the 
ball down with his right foot 
and quickly beating USM Al-
ger’s keeper Oussama Ben-
bout with a fierce right-foot 
effort to win noisy cheer 
from scores of supporters 
that attended the duel.

The Congolese striker’s 
closest challenger, South 
Africa’s Marumo Gallants 
attacker Ranga Chivaviro, 
dropped out of the race for 
the prize following his side’s 
elimination from the conti-
nental showdown’s semi-
final.

Chivaviro ended with six 
goals, netting his last goal 
when Marumo Gallants 
faced Yanga in the 2022/23 
CAF Confederation Cup 

semi-final rematch at Royal 
Bafokeng Stadium in South 
Africa on May 17, which end-
ed with Yanga grabbing a 2-1 
victory. 

Yanga notched an aggre-
gate 4-1 drubbing of Maru-
mo Gallants to make it to 
the final, having garnered a 
2-0 victory in the previous 
tie in Dar es Salaam on May 
10.

The Jangwani Street 
squad garnered impres-
sive outcomes in the Group 
Stage of the continental 
showdown, finishing top 
and booking a place in the 
quarterfinals.

Yanga got off on the 
wrong foot, conceding a 2-0 
loss to Union Monastirienne 
in Tunisia and later reorga-
nized to hammer DR Congo 
club, TP Mazembe, 3-1 in 
Dar es Salaam.

Mali’s Real Bamako lost 
2-0 to Yanga in the follow-
ing clash that took place in 
Dar es Salaam. The Jang-
wani Street squad went on 
to wallop Union Monastiri-
enne 2-0 in the city.

Yanga eventually 
wrapped up the Group 
Stage in grand fashion, edg-
ing TP Mazembe 1-0 in DR 
Congo.

The quarterfinals wit-
nessed Yanga again notch-
ing good results against Ni-
gerian outfit, Rivers United, 
winning 2-0 in the first leg 
and notching a 0-0 draw in 
the rematch to book a place 
in the semi-finals.

South African club Maru-
mo Gallants was Yanga’s 
opponent in the last four, 
in which the latter notched 
a 2-0 win in the first leg at 
home and later won 2-1 
away.

Before knockout matches 
the Jangwani Streets outfit 
allowed four goals in Group 
Stage, including losing 2-0 
away to US Monastir.

Guardiola puts City on 
red alert as Man United 
threaten treble bid in FA 
Cup final

Yanga out to stun USM Alger in 2022/23 CAF 
Confederation Cup final rematch
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Dar tennis player shines in ITF World Tour Junior 

 By Guardian Correspondent

T
ANZANIA’s Yanga 
needs nothing 
short of a compre-
hensive victory 

over USM Alger of Algeria 
when the two clubs take on 
each other in the 2022/23 
CAF Confederation Cup final 
rematch in Algiers today.

The Algerian outfit pre-
viously defeated Yanga 2-1 
when they faced each other 
in the first leg tie of the final 
in Dar es Salaam on May 28.

If Yanga makes a successful 
comeback and comes out vic-
torious in the rematch against 
USM Alger, it will be the first 
club in the East Africa region 
to clinch the top honour in 
the newly-formatted second 
tier of CAF inter-club tourna-
ments.

The Tanzanian club should 
be clinical in front of USM Al-
ger’s goal, as well as putting 
solid performance defensive-
ly, should there be an oppor-
tunity for the side to get the 
better of the opponents.

The side wasted several 
good scoring chances in the 
first tie, which could have 
seen it win convincingly and 
inch closer to achieving a rare 
feat.

Yanga’s Team Manager, 
Walter Harson, revealed in an 
interview with the outfit’s on-

 By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

MORE than 50 artists in Tanzania and others from 
outside the country are today expected to display 
their works at the residence of Italy’s Ambassador to 
Tanzania in Dar es Salaam. 

The artists’ displays are part of celebrations of 
Italy’s National Day.

Italy’s Ambassador to Tanzania Marco Lambardi 
said his country had celebrated its National Day 
yesterday and the occasion is known as Festa della 
Repubblica.

He said the day is celebrated to commemorate the 
institutional referendum of 1946 when Italians were 
called to take a vote and decide the form of govern-
ment. 

The ambassador said to celebrate Festa della Re-
pubblica there are several activities the embassy has 
lined up that include the artists’ displays.

Other events are the Kalascima concert involving 
an Italian band held at Slipway in Dar es Salaam on 
Thursday and, two days later, the concert will be 
held at Shambaland in Zanzibar. 

The celebrations will also see the launch of The II 
Perugia Exhibition in Dar es Salaam on June 15 and 
the launch of ‘Tumia Akili’ game on June 22.

“We celebrate our National Day on June 2 every 
year, so this year we have lined up several activities 
including performances and exhibitions,” Lambardi 
revealed.

The envoy pointed out: “Tanzania and Italy have 
had a strong and effective bilateral relationship, for 
the past 62 years, we have enjoyed the long-term re-
lationship.”

“Italy is one of the first countries to open their em-
bassies here, our missionaries arrived here in 1920... 
they did excellent work and created development 
cooperation between the two countries with strong 
support from Tanzania’s first President, Mwalimu Ju-
lius Kambarage Nyerere,”  Lambardi added.

“Our bilateral relationship goes back 100 years, we 
also have Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 
doing a lot in the country,” he said.

Dar artists 
colour Italy’s 
National Day 
celebrations

Tanzania’s Yanga winger, Tuisila Kisinda (L), outfoxes Algeria’s USM Alger defender Haithem Loucif when 
they faced each other in the first leg of the 2022/23 CAF Confederation Cup final which took place in Dar 
es Salaam on May 28. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA
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 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Shana Mao

We celebrate our National Day on 
June 2 every year, so this year we have 
lined up several activities including 
performances and exhibitions
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