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BUSINESS

By Guardian Reporter, Mwanza.

LOCAL Government Authorities’ leaders have hailed NMB Bank Plc for simplifying revenue collection while also extending services to rural populations which have been widely regarded as unbankable.
Speaking at the ongoing ALAT an-nual general meeting which started on Monday, District Executive Direc-tors from Njombe, Ally Juma and his peer from Chato, Eliud Mwaiteleke said the bank has allowed district councils to exceed their revenue col-lection targets.

Juma said NMB’s revenue collec-tion systems is more beneicial to his district council because its eiciency has made them target 130 percent rev-enue collection this year compared to between 80 and 90 percent in the 

past years. 
“Because of the eiciency of this sys-tem, we also see other beneits such as recovery of staf loans and various district levies,” Juma noted saying the technology has also allowed NMB to serve rural people hence advanc-ing government’s inancial inclusion agenda. 

On his part, Chato’s Mwaiteleke said the impacts NMB innovation is deliv-ering inancial services in the econ-omy are increasingly being noticed citing the bank’s sustained corporate social investment when it recently donated 30m/- to back education and health sectors in his district. 
The Chato DED also lauded the bank for enabling his district’s over 115 villages get formal banking ser-vices through NMB Wakalas which has also helped stimulate economic 

LGA leaders praise 
bank for enhanced 
revenue collection, 
inancial inclusion

NMB Bank Plc’s Chief of Retail Banking, Filbert Mponzi (C)  briefs Prime Minister, Kassim Majaliwa when the premier visited the bank’s booth at the ongoing ALAT annual general 

meeting in Mwanza. NMB Is the main sponsor of the meeting. Photo courtesy of NMB

RELIEF 

SINGAPORE

SINGAPORE has made its largest ever seizure of smug-gled ivory, impounding a haul of nearly nine tonnes of contra-band tusks from an estimated 300 elephants, authorities said Tuesday.
The illegal cargo, discovered 

Monday in a container from the Democratic Republic of the Congo being shipped to Vietnam via Singapore, also in-cluded a huge stash of pangolin scales — the third such seizure in as many months.
Oicials said both the ivory and pangolin scales were in a container declared to be loaded 

with timber destined for Viet-nam and passing through Singa-pore, a major transhipment hub for global trade.
On inspection, authorities found 8.8 tonnes of elephant ivory, the National Parks Board, Customs and Immigration and Checkpoints Authority said in a joint statement. The ivory 

haul was valued at $12.9 million and is “the largest seizure of elephant ivory in Singapore to date,” it said, and was estimated to have come from 300 African elephants.
Also found in the container were 11.9 tonnes of pangolin scales and estimated to be worth about $35.7 million. The 

scales were estimated to have come from 2,000 of the mam-mals. It was the third intercep-tion by Singapore of smuggled pangolin scales since April and brought the total haul in just three months to 37.5 tonnes worth $112.5 million. Singapore said the seized items would be destroyed.

Pangolins, also known as scaly anteaters, are critically en-dangered. They are the world’s most traicked mammals be-cause of their meat, which is considered a delicacy, and their scales, which some believe to have medicinal qualities.
Elephant ivory is coveted be-cause it can be fashioned into 

items like combs, pendants and other exotic jewellery. The global trade in elephant ivory, with rare exceptions, has been outlawed since 1989 after the population of the African gi-ants dropped from millions in the mid-20th century to around 600,000 by the end of the 1980s.

CONTRABAND 

Singapore makes its biggest ever illegal ivory seizure

NAIROBI

KENYA’S bid to import maize from the region may be still-born given the shortage that has seen some of the countries such as Zambia and Malawi re-strict white produce exports due to limited stocks.
Agriculture Secretary Mwan-gi Kiunjuri told Parliament last week that the government plans to bring in produce from Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (Comesa) after shelving plans of shipping the produce from Mexico.

However, Eastern Africa Grain Council executive direc-tor Gerald Masila says though there could be stocks in Tanza-nia and Uganda, there is still a need to import outside the re-gion, especially given that this year’s crop will not be good.
“It would be a good idea to al-low a certain strategic quantity 

of imports outside the region for human use as well as some quantities for animal feeds,” he said. Mr Masila said the quanti-ties should be highly controlled to ensure maize more than required is not brought in the country.
Kenya normally imports non-GMO maize from Zambia and Malawi in times of severe scarcity. However, Zambia has closed its borders on exports saying the limited stocks are meant for own use while Ma-lawi sufered a severe drought and is currently mulling over imports from Brazil.

Zambian President Edgar Lungu issued the directive to close the border in April. In 2010 and 2017, Zambia and Ma-lawi played a key role in supple-menting the local maize stocks following a severe shortage.
The Agriculture ministry last week said Tanzania and Ugan-da had ofered to supply Kenya with 5.5 million and 2.2 million bags of maize respectively. The standof between the ministry and the Strategic Food Reserve (SFR) seems to have delayed the entire import process as po-litical interests weighs in.

Whereas the ministry in-sisted that the country needs to import 12.5 million bags of produce, the SFR board says there is only need to ship in two million bags. SFR chairman Noah Wekesa accused ‘cartels’ of only being interested in lin-ing their pockets at the expense of the farmers, a statement that prompted an angry response from Mr Kiunjuri, who said he would have the last say on the matter. 

Kenya faced with maize imports hurdle as regional states halt sale

CRISIS 

Ivory room in Dar es Salaam. File photo

growth in the country.
Meanwhile, NMB has set aside over 500bn/- in support of diferent initiatives towards implemen-tation of the government’s industrialization agenda. The amount was set aside last year in support of the agriculture sector which in 2015, was also allocated a similar amount.

Besides supporting industrialization and agricul-ture, the bank has also expressed commitment to continue serving Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) which are widely present in diferent LGAs across the country with more than 600bn/- of a re-volving fund being utilized by the group currently.

Briefing Prime Minister, Kassim Majaliwa when he visited the bank’s pavilion shortly before open-ing ALAT’s 35th annual general meeting yesterday, NMB Chief of Retail Business, Filbert Mponzi said the bank targets to reach more SMEs with different products that will help them grow. “The bank is keen to dish out more funding in almost all strategic economic areas apart from SMEs and industrialization with agricultural in-vestments equally topping the list,” Mponzi said. So far, he said over 700bn/- has been invested in the sector with the bank dishing out 40bn/- every month to different groups countrywide teaming 

up for small and medium scale agriculture pro-ductivity. 
In response, the Premier applauded NMB bank for supporting government’s efforts in boosting revenue collection which has started showing impressive results especially at local government level.

“This is our bank, and we have to do business with our own bank, so it is through ourselves, in ag-riculture, you are doing good from cotton, cloves, cashew nuts and other strategic crops,” said Majal-iwa said while promising full government backing of the country’s largest commercial bank.

JOHANNESBURG 

KAREN Breytenbach, who oversaw the expansion of South Africa’s privately owned renewable energy projects, said she was asked to vacate 

her job about nine months be-fore her contract expires. 
The Department of Energy and the Development Bank of South Africa asked her to leave her post as head of South Af-rica’s Independent Power Pro-

ducers office, she said. “There was no reason,” she said in an interview. “They want to ap-point someone else.”
Breytenbach has won sup-port from prominent figures in the energy industry for a 

program that was seen as one of the world’s best in attract-ing rapid investment in solar and wind power. “Since 2011 she has overseen R209 bil-lion ($15 billion) investment in 112 renewable energy pro-

jects,” said Antony Eberhard, a member of President Cyril Ramaphosa’s task team for the struggling national pow-er utility Eskom, in a Twitter posting. “Zero corruption.”

Woman who championed SA renewable energy ousted

CHAMPIONSHIP 

Kenya’s Agriculture Cabinet  Secretary Mwangi Kiunjuri
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By Guardian Reporter and Agencies

AUTHORITIES in Singapore have seized 
8.8 tonnes (8,800kg) of elephant ivory 
from a ship that was passing its territorial 
waters.

 The National Parks Board announced 
yesterday that the tusks, valued at USD12.9 
million and the largest ever seizure in its 
history, came from nearly 300 African 
elephants.

Some 11.9 tonnes of pangolin scales 
valued at USD35.7 million were also 
seized. It is believed to have belonged to 
about 2,000 of the mammals.

The illegal cargo was found in 
containers after a tip-off from China’s 
customs department.

The board said it discovered the animal 
parts on Sunday after they inspected a 
shipment from the Democratic Republic 
of Congo that was passing through 

Singapore seizes ivory 
from 300 elephants

By Correspondent James Kandoya

GERMAN technology giant Bosch Group yesterday 
announced plans to put up a gas equipment assembling 
plant to enable institutions such as hospitals, hotels 
and homes use affordable natural gas for heating 
systems instead of electricity.

Bosch’s General Manager in charge of Africa, Daniel 
Fernandez said in Dar es Salaam that the group is 
currently finalizing procedures as advised by the 
Tanzania Investment Centre (TIC).

“The plant will be the biggest in the East African 
Community (EAC) and the Southern Africa 
Development Community (SADC) blocs,” the manager 
said.

He said the reason to invest on the plant was the fact 
that Tanzania had huge potential and opportunities 
that can be utilized from available and cheap natural 
gas.

For his part, the Co - Founder & Acting chairman 
of the Association of Tanzania Oil & Gas Services 
Providers (TOGS) Abdulsamad Abdulrahim said this 
position was stated at a high level workshop aimed at 

showcasing various related projects and projects for 
commercial and households use in the country.

The workshop came after meetings with the 
president and members of the board of management 
and technical team of Bosch Group, following efforts 
and the fifth phase government’s support to facilitate 
Bosch Investments to Tanzania.

“I am pleased to inform you that Bosch Group is 
finally here to invest and are setting up in Tanzania as 
we speak,” he said.

The company founder noted that other areas that 
Bosch is reviewing for pilot projects include transfer 
of know-how, ways of collaboration to adhere to local 
content law and use of local goods and services to 
create wealth and growth.

Reaching an investment decision was based on a 
study, which facilitates part of a broader objective 
of Bosch Group to establish an assembly plant in 
Tanzania as a hub which will serve EAC and SADC 
countries.

Other sectors of investment include innovations, 
automotive technology, along with security and safety 

By Guardian Reporter, Arusha

NGORONGORO Conservation Area Authority 
(NCAA) wants the government to start making 
proper audits of the 8bn/- paid out every year to 
the Ngorongoro District Council., which has less 
than  100,000 Maasai pastoralists living within 
the area but still live in poverty.  

This need has been expressed by the NCAA 
board chairman, Prof.Abiud Kasamala, who 
expressed the board’s amazement at the lack of 
tangible results in poverty alleviation despite the 

The Ngorongoro eco-system, according to experts, is currently 
overwhelmed which human activities, including increased popula-
tion of over 100,000 residents, more than 170,000 livestock as well 
as commercial tourism ventures

NCAA: Make audit
of 8bn/- in annual
subsidy for Maasai
in the Ngorongoro 

Bosch Group readies gas 
appliances assembling 

low population and high state expenditure for 
the area.

He said that the level of subsidy makes 
Ngorongoro among the richest communities 
in this part of the world but it has few signs of 
development to match this expenditure.

“It is the highest non-salary per-capita income 
to be recorded in East Africa, yet these same 
people are still reeling in poverty, lacking basic 
needs and amenities,” he said, noting that some 
fully-fledged district councils in the country 

Singapore on its way to Vietnam.
The containers were falsely declared 

to contain timber.
“Upon inspection, sacks containing 

pangolin scales and elephant ivory 
were found in one of the containers,” 
the board said in a statement.

The seized pangolin scales and 
elephant ivory will be destroyed, the 
body said.

It is not the first time such illegal 
goods have been found in Singapore. 
The country has seized a total of 37.5 
tonnes of pangolin scales since April 
this year.

 “Singapore has always been 
inadvertently implicated in the global 
ivory trade for two reasons: its global 
connectivity, as well as the presence 
of a small domestic market where 
pre-1990s ivory can be legally sold,” 
Kim Stengert, chief communications 
officer for the World Wildlife Fund 
(WWF) Singapore, told reporters.

Ivory is used for ornaments and in 
traditional medicine in Asia. Pangolin 
scales are also in high demand in 
Asia for use in traditional Chinese 
medicine.

The pangolin is said to be the most 
widely trafficked mammal in the 
world.

Under Singapore’s Endangered 

By Guardian Reporter

PRESIDENT John Magufuli is today morning 
scheduled to receive 35 kilogrammes of gold that 
were smuggled outside the country and seized by 
authorities in neigbouring Kenya.

A brief media advisory shared by the Tanzania 
Information Services—office of the Chief 
Government Spokesman—said the minerals will 
be handed over to the Head of State at 8am by 
a delegation sent by Kenyan President Uhuru 
Kenyatta.

“The president will also receive a report from 
the delegation detailing how the minerals were TURN TO PAGE 2

smuggled from Tanzania before being seized by 
Kenyan authorities,” the advisory noted.

Incidents of mineral smuggling from Tanzania 
have hit the headlines in the recent past, indicating 
organised activity to take the natural resources 
outside the country illegally.

Last month, a consignment of different types 
of gemstones including tanzanite was seized by 
authorities at the Namanga border post in the 
process of being smuggled out.

The gemstone weighing over 36 kilogrammes 
were seized by a special team of law enforcers 
who received a tip off on the attempt to smuggle 

JPM to receive smuggled 
gold from Kenyan govt

Filbert Mponzi (C), NMB Bank’s chief of retail banking, briefs Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa in Mwanza city yesterday on the bank’s 
operations moments after the PM visited the NMB pavilion at an exhibition held on the sidelines of the 35th annual general meeting of the 
Association of Local Government Authorities of Tanzania (Alat). Left is NMB head of government business Vicky Bishubo. The PM represented 
President John Magufuli in opening the meeting. Photo: PMO

The plant will be the 
biggest in the East African 
Community (EAC) and 
the Southern Africa 
Development Community  
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the gemstones using a bus plying the 
Arusha – Nairobi highway.

Longido District Commissioner 
Frank Mwaisumbe said the gemstone 
including five kilogrammes of 
tanzanite, ruby and others were found 
disguised in a consignment of rice.

In February last year, the Kenya 

Revenue Authority said it had 
intercepted gold worth USD 1 million 
and arrested a Tanzanian national in 
Nairobi.

In a statement, the authority said 
it had seized 32,255.50 grams of gold 
bars at the Jomo Kenyatta International 
Airport. 

KRA also found on the 46-year-

old suspect was an accompanying 
invoice of USD 859,890 related to the 
consignment, it elaborated.

“The suspect was seized following an 
intelligence alert. He had arrived at JKIA 
at 1505hrs on Friday, February 16, on 
board Precision Airlines from Mwanza 
via Kilimanjaro and was heading to 
Dubai aboard Kenya Airways,” the 

statement by the taxman said.
 In January, the police in collaboration 

with the Mwanza regional safety 
and security committee seized 300 
kilogrammes of gold at the city’s 
Kigongo Ferry.

The arrested suspects were also 
found in possession of 300mn/- which 
were hidden in a car boot.

JPM to receive smuggled gold from Kenyan govt
FROM PAGE 1

offerings in the Oil & Gas sector such 
as the East African Crude Oil Pipeline 
(EACOP) and Liquefied Natural Gas 
(LNG) facilities.

“In order for our country to realize 
its full potentials, become a middle 
income, industrial and innovation 
hub, we in ATOGS are committed to 
work with Bosch Group in providing 
all necessary support to ensure their 
entry to Tanzania is a success in a win-
win situation,” he said.

Views expressed by key stakeholders 
in the oil and gas sector were taken up 
diligently as a basis for discussions on 
the workshop outcome and the way 
forward, he said.

Tanzania Private Sector Foundation 
Executive Director Godfrey Simbeye 
said that in order to realize industrial 
development by 2025, investment in 
technology was highly needed.

He applauded ATOGS for welcoming 
targeted investors who can pointedly 
contribute to national development 
by investing on latest technology 

resonating with the government’s 
dream of becoming an industrial 
nation.

“Embracing technology is the only 
way forward for the country to realize 
its industrialisation dream by 2025, and 
Bosch Group is ready to introduce new 
technology to speed up development 
in hospital equipment and medical 
sector in general,” he said.

Tanzania Petroleum Development 
Corporation (TPDC) executive 
Modestus Romatus said local industries 
will benefit from investing in the latest 
technology.

The consumption of natural gas will 
increase in hotels, hospitals and homes 
as Bosch Group target to reach more 
end users, he said.

The Director of Investment 
Promotion for TIC, John Mnali said the 
German technology giant was welcome 
owing to its track record for quality 
products.

“Our role as TIC is to give procedures 
to investors interesting in investing in 
the country. That is what we did also to 
Bosch Group,” he added.

FROM PAGE 1

aren’t subsidized to that extent.
He was briefing Prime Minister 

Kassim Majaliwa early this week that 
the authority pumps 8 billion /-   yearly 
to cater for the needs of the local 
residents.

“The NCAA directly gives them 
3 billion/- through the Ngorongoro 
Pastoralist Council, then again the 
NCAA provides education, health, food 
relief and transport services at the cost 
of 5 billion/- annually,” he said.

With 8 billion/- set aside for just 
100,000 people, the figure is the 
highest per capita gain for virtually any 
community in Africa, considering that 
the money is provided to them freely, 
in which case it is appropriate that the 
state starts auditing the local accounts 
to which the funds are directed.

On his part the Arusha Regional 
Commissioner, Mrisho Gambo said 
problems that used to face  Ngorongoro 
residents, including water and food 
shortage during drought, have been 
solved to great extent.

Mapped within the Ngorongoro 
Division of Arusha region’s largest 
but scantly populated district, the 
Ngorongoro Conservation Area 
which is one of the seven  World 

Heritage Sites located in the country, 
is currently balancing between 
wildlife conservation, tourism and 
the development of the native Maasai 
residents.

 “Which is quite a challenge because 
when working to solve the local 
residents’ problems such as water 
scarcity, better roads and schools, 
the government also has to take into 
consideration the protection of natural 
environment, especially plant and 
animal species,” the RC noted.

The Minister for Natural Resources 
and Tourism, Dr Khamis Kigwangalla 
said the remaining problems facing the 
pastoralists living within Ngorongoro 
Conservation Area, need scientific 
solutions. “Because in the past, the 
problems used to be addressed 
politically therefore resulting into 
short-lived remedies, but this time 
we may have to take a more scientific 
approach so as to come up with 
permanent solutions,” he said.

The Ngorongoro eco-system, 
according to experts, is currently 
overwhelmed which human activities, 
including increased population of over 
100,000 residents, more than 170,000 
livestock as well as commercial tourism 
ventures.

FROM PAGE 1

NCAA: Make audit of 8bn/- in annual 
subsidy for Maasai in Ngorongoro 

Bosch Group readies gas 
appliances assembling 

Species Act, the maximum penalty 
for illegally importing, exporting 
and re-exporting wildlife is a fine of 
up to USD366,570 and/or two years 
imprisonment.

The Tanzanian  government 
announced in January that authorities 
recorded significant success in the war 
against poaching with the number of 
elephants killed last dropping to just 23 
from 194 in the preceding year.

The Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Tourism, Prof Adolph Mkenda said in 
Dodoma that the decrease was due 
to enhanced anti-poaching activities 
involving multisectoral organs.

In the entire period, 211 elephant 
tusks and 413 pieces of the same 
were seized by authorities together 
with 355 arms and 20,000 rounds of 
ammunition, the ministerial chieftain 
intoned.

FROM PAGE 1

Singapore seizes ivory 
from 300 elephants

GE Huijun (2nd-L), Chairperson of the China’s Zhejiang Consultative Council, in talks in Dar es Salaam yesterday with National Assembly chairman and Ilala constitu-
ency legislator Mussa Azzan Zungu (in specs), who is also legislator for Ilala. Photo:  Guardian Correspondent

CRDB Bank Plc’s SMEs banking director, Boma Raballa (in blue suit) briefs Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa at the bank’s pavilion shortly after the opening the 35th 
annual general meeting of the Association of Local Government Authorities (Alat) in Mwanza city yesterday. The PM represented President John Magufuli in offici-
ating at the event. Photo: PMO

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

SUNFLOWER stakeholders in 
Mbeya region have launched a special 
platform that will be used to address 
their challenges to scale up crop 
production to meet edible oil demands 
in the country.

The platform was launched over 
the weekend with the support 
from Netherlands Development 
Organisation (SNV), through Tanzania 
Agricultural Marketing (TAM) 
programme.

Project advisor, Renatus Mbamilo 
said that the platform involved 
different stakeholders such as 
sunflower growers, seed breeders, 
traders, processors and all players in 
the crop value chain.

Mbamilo said the platform will be 
officially launched later this month by 

Mbeya Regional Commissioner, Albert 
Chalamila. The event will also involve 
the swearing –in of leaders selected to 
head the new platform.

According to him, the platform will 
boost sunflower production in the 
region and enable stakeholders to 
have one voice in ensuring quality and 
commercial cultivation of the crop.

“We discovered that having such 
platforms help  stakeholders to meet 
and discuss various opportunities, 
identify challenges and suggest 
solutions”, he noted adding there are 
some similar platforms formed across 
the country including    the forum 
for dairy stakeholders in Kilimanjaro 
region.

Mbeya Regional Administrative 
Secretary responsible for economic 
and agricultural production, Said 
Madito said sunflower is among the 

crucial commercial crop in the region 
mostly cultivated in Chunya and Mbeya 
districts. “We have few sunflower oil 
processing factories in rural areas, 
we need the factories in villages to 
increase the access to quality edible 
oil to our people. Sunflower oil are the 
best globally”, Madito said noting that 
currently, production of the oil does 
not meet the demand.

He added: “We the platform, 
stakeholders are likely to come up 
with strategies to increase production 
of edible oil in the country since 66 
percent of the consumed edible oil in 
Tanzania are imported”.

Madito said that between 16 and 18 
per cent of all the edible oil in the globe 
are produced from sunflower seeds. He 
said the region apart from planning to 
improve sunflower production, it also 
considers building better processing 

factories like those in Singida and 
Dodoma region,

Dodoma and Singida regions are the 
leading sunflower oil manufacturers in 
Tanzania, he said.

Mbeya Regional Commercial Officer, 
Stanley Kibakaya said the market 
demands for sunflower oil in Mbeya is 
high compared to production, calling 
upon farmers to grab the opportunity 
and utilize it accordingly. 

“We encourage farmers to cultivate 
commercially to boost their incomes, 
we want them to sell oil instead of raw 
sunflower seeds to get good profits”, he 
said.

The region’s agricultural officer, 
Wilfred Kayombo said sunflower is 
among the most cultivated crops 
in Mbeya region  covering between 
17,000 and 22,000 hectares of the total 
cultivated land.

Sunflower stakeholders in Mbeya Region  launch 
special platform to scale up  edible oil productionMIGORI

A  Tanzanian pastor, her assistant 
and a confidant were charged on 
Monday with stealing a Kenyan child. 

Lucresia Magabi, her assistant 
Jackson Onchari and Dorcas Nyonchora 
were arrested on July 20 at Isebania 
border yard, a crossing to Tanzania, 
with a one-and-half-month-old boy. 

They were planning to cross over 
to Tanzania with the boy. They were 
charged with child theft, which they 
denied before principal magistrate 
Linus Mesa at the chief magistrate’s 
court in Kehancha. 

State counsel Mark Mong’are said 
the three “took the child with intent to 
deprive unknown parents who had the 
lawful care of the child”. 

Magabi said she is married to a 
Kenyan and is childless. The pastor 
said she was informed that a pregnant 
woman in Nairobi who could not take 

care of her child was selling her infant.
“She gave birth on July 14 and I was 

told to go over and buy the child. On 
July 18, I was called and told to pick the 
infant up or someone else would take 
him,” she said.

Magabi said she met with the woman 
in Nairobi, paid an unspecified amount 
for the infant and was heading home 
when she was arrested.

The pastor said she was ready to 
compel the woman who sold her the 
child to testify in court. Magabi said she 
was unaware of Kenya’s adoption laws.

“The matter is a subject of 
investigation. Adoption is done 
through a court process and there are 
restriction if it is across the border,” the 
magistrate explained to her through a 
translator.

Her assistant Onchanri said he was 
not aware of what was going on and 
was arrested after police inquired if the 
pastor was pregnant.

Tanzanian pastor charged 
with stealing Kenyan baby
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By Guardian Reporter

THE Tanzania Agricultural 
Development Bank (TADB) yesterday 
signed in Dar es Salaam an agreement 
with Heifer International Tanzania 
under which the latter will organise 
farmers into viable groups and teach 
them proper diary husbandry so that 
they can grow and qualify for short- 
and long-term lending from the bank.

The agreement was signed between 
the TADB director of finance, Derick 
Lugemala and the Heifer International 
Tanzania’s country project manager, 
Mark Tsoxo.

 The accord seeks to raise national 
dairy yield through better knowledge 
and help farmers access to affordable 
finance.  Milk production of local cattle 
in Tanzania is characteristically low --- 
1-3 litres/animal and Tanzania’s dairy 
industry is very small.

Lugemala told journalists at the 
signing ceremony that the TADB is 
aware that Tanzania has significant 
dairy livestock resources with the 
potential to transform lives and 

incomes of animal keepers.  The bank, 
he pledged, will collaborate financially 
with stakeholders in order to promote 
seriously dairy farming and uplift 
smallholder dairy farmers, improve 
the dairy value chain and make the 
sub-sector produce enough quality 
milk badly needed by local industries 
like Tanga Fresh and ASAS Dairies.

“Heifer International has enormous 
experience in the dairy sub-sector. 
This agreement will help align 
farmers in an elaborate system so 
that they can be eligible for loans.  
Our bank is ready to collaborate 
financially in this endeavour so that 
Heifer International contributes 
significantly to the growth of national 
dairy sub-sector,” he said.

He said that TABD’s mission is to 
offer reliable lending to stakeholders in 
farming, livestock, and fisheries sectors 
so that they can produce enough and 
quality products that are competitive 

in the market. He explained that the 
thrust of the agreement is to focus on 
dairy farmers so that they can produce 
enough quality milk badly for local 
consumption and by local industries.

Tsoxo the agreement will help their 
company increase the pace of  uniting  
smallholders into viable groups 
countrywide so that can get knowledge 
and right techniques for successful 
dairy farming.

“Our responsibility is to ensure 
smallholder dairy farmers benefit 
economically using this sub-sector 
and be part of active participants 
in implementing the government’s 
resolve to make Tanzania a middle-
income industrial country,” Tsoxo said.

With this agreement eligible farmers 
will be financed by the TADB.  Recent 
national experience has shown that 
dairy farming has improve sharply 
the lives and incomes of farmers in 
Njombe, Iringa and Mbeya regions.

Derick Lugemala (2nd-R), finance director with the Tanzania Agricultural Development Bank, hands over an MoU to Heifer 
International Tanzania Resident Director Leticia Mpuya in Dar es Salaam yesterday. The agreement is aimed at supporting 
the livestock sector in the country. Photo:  Guardian Correspondent

By Felister Peter, Morogoro

SCORES of Morogoro 
residents showed up to 
check their health status 
yesterday a after the first 
mobile medical clinic was 
launched to provide   HIV 
testing services.

The facility, worth $ 
300,000 approximately 
660m/-, has been procured 
by an international non-
governmental organisation—
Jhpiego through its two HIV/
Aids projects namely, SAUTI 
and AFree with the support 
from USAID through 
PEPFAR.

The mobile clinic apart 
from HIV/Aids testing 
services, will also offer family 
planning, circumcision and 
gender based violence (GBV) 
services. Male circumcision 
will be offered free of charge 
to men aged between 20 
years and above.

Speaking during the 
launch, Morogoro Regional 
Commissioner, Dr Steven 
Kebwe said the mobile 
medical clinic will help 
enhance provision of 
health services delivery in 
rural areas. He encouraged 
Morogoro residents to turn 
out in a large numbers to 
undergo screening so as to 
know their health status.

Dr Kebwe noted recent 
research conducted by 
AMREF Tanzania in the Lake 
Zone indicated that male 
circumcision can reduce 
HIV/Aids infection by 40 
percent.

He said the current 
HIV/Aids infection rate in 
Morogoro is 4.2 per cent up 
from 3.8 per cent in 2012. The 
national HIV/Aids infection 
rate is 5.1 per cent.

“We have been making 
a number of interventions 
towards combating HIV/
Aids as well as improving 
provision of health services. 
We have increased our 
budget for essential drugs to 
between 5bn/- and 6bn/- per 
year.

Jhpiego Chief of 
Party (AIDSFree), Alice 
Christensen said the mobile 
clinic had the capacity to 
serve 40 people per day, and 
conduct between 15 and 20 
circumcision every day.

“We will be providing 
services such as blood 
pressure and Tuberculosis 
testing”, said Christensen 
adding the van will also be 
used to distribute condoms.

She said the organization 
will in future extend the 
services to other regions 
where it operates depending 
on the results of the 
Morogoro project.

Raymond Bandio, SAUTI 
programme manager, said 
the mobile medical clinic 
will enhance delivery of 
healthcare services in 
unreached areas in the 
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TADB, Heifer International sign 
pact to promote dairy farming

region. He said the clinic 
will provide various 
medical services including 
HIV/Aids counselling and 
testing, STDs testing, male 
circumcision services and 
other related reproductive 
health services.

Morogoro Regional 
Medical Officer, Kusirye 
Ukio said they have put in 
place strategies to ensure 
continuation of the services 
even after the end of the 
Jhpiego programs.

One of the services 
providers, Peter Mkinga 
said: “We are determined 
to offer quality professional 
services in accordance with 
the guidelines provided 
by the Ministry of Health, 
Community Development, 
Gender, Elderly and 
Children and World Health 
Organization (WHO).

According to Mkinga 
they will be moving from 
one district to another to 
sensitize people on the 
importance of circumcision.

A resident, Gideon 
Silumbwe commended the 
organization for bringing 
such services near to the 
community. He said more 
male are likely to undergo 
circumcision as service is 
freely offered.

Pauline Mwalongo, who 
queued for family planning 
services said: “I am grateful 
to the government and the 
organization for bringing 
the services closer to 
the people since it was 
somehow difficult to access 
the service from public 
health facilities”.

At last, Moro gets 
first mobile clinic

We will be 
providing 
services 
such as 
blood 
pressure 
and 
Tuberculosis 
testing
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Vodacom Tanzania managing director Hisham Hendi speaks at an event held in Dar es Salaam at the weekend. The thrust of his remarks was on the need 
for youth to line themselves up properly as future leaders by doing the most they could to contribute to the country’s development. Photo: Guardian Cor-
respondent

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

THE Tanzania Agricultural Research 

Institute Uyole (TARI Uyole) has  developed   
seeds of different crops which are susceptible 
to climate change, a serious challenge 

thwarting development of the 
country’s agricultural sector.

TARI Uyole centre director Dr 
Tulole Bucheyeki  had announced  
when speaking to reporters here 
on the forthcoming Southern 
Highlands Zone Nane Nane 
Agricultural exhibitions, which are 
expected to kick off August 1, this 
year.

Dr Bucheyeki said that climate 
change has started affecting the 
agricultural sector in southern 
highlands’ regions such as Iringa 
and some of its districts whereby 

crops dry up due to limited rains, 
which wasn’t the case in the past.

“This is one of the reasons 
that made researchers to come 
up with drought resistant seeds, 
which mature  within shortest 
period of time and they are of high 
productivity,” he said.

“Researchers are not working 
alone,” he said, adding: “We’ve 
prepared demonstration plots at 
the Nane Nane showcasing grounds, 
where farmers will be trained as 
we’ll have special classes for farmers 
to learn new farming techniques.”  

Some of the seeds that have been 
developed include maize, beans, 
wheat, soybeans and orange-fleshed 
sweet potatoes (OFSP).

Crop research coordinator at the 
centre, Dr Ndabhimeye Mlengela 
said that apart from training farmers 
to use modern agronomic practices, 
“we’re also encouraging them to 
follow up on weather forecasts 
issued by Tanzania Meteorological 
Agency (TMA).”

The official said that the move 
increases resilience of farmers most 
vulnerable to the impacts of weather 

and climate-related hazards.
“This will help farmers to get 

accurate, reliable and timely 
weather and climate related 
information and products,” Dr 
Mlengela said, adding: 

“As researchers, we see 
information as key in ensuring that 
farmers make sound decision in 
overcoming climate change related 
challenges in their localities.”

“Though this farmer will be able 
to use seeds, which are in line with 
weather of a particular area,” Dr  
Mlengela  said.

TARI Uyole  develops drought-resistant seeds
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By Correspondent John 

Ngunge, Kilolo

VILLAGERS in Kilolo 
District, Iringa Region have 
started benefiting from the 
dairy cattle project, which 
was introduced in the area 
six years ago.

The project was 
introduced with the support 
from the Eastern Arc 
Mountains Conservation 
Endowment Fund 
(EAMCEF), as measures to 
address deforestation in the 
protected forests.

To start with 28 members 
of Idegenda Umoja dairy 
farming group in Idegenda 
Village were involved in the 
area.

Before organizing the 
group farmers were unable 
to meet their daily basic 
needs, according to Zablon 
Kahise, a group chairman.

He says in 2013, EAMCEF 
introduced a project in the 
area, whereby 10 dairy cows 
were given to the group of 
28 people and one group 
member was given one cow 
and after a while, a calf was 
given to another member. 

One of the group 
members, Leonard Kahise 
describes the project as a 
game-changer. 

Kahise who gets 11 litres 
of milk per day says: “This 
project is a game-changer 
in my life; I never knew 
that dairy cattle can take 
somebody to the next level 
in life.” 

He adds: “Milk is 
everything to me, through 
this project I get money 
for keeping up my family; I 
use it for medical purposes 
and meeting all other basic 
needs.”

Through dairy cattle, 
Kahise managed to build 
burnt bricks and corrugated 
iron sheets roofed house, 
which is modern by village 
standards.

Agatha Kipingi, one of the 
project beneficiaries says 
apart from getting milk, 
she is now benefiting from 
biogas.

“I commend EAMCEF for 
their support, I am no longer 
using charcoal or firewood 
for cooking since my biogas 
plant produces enough 
energy needed for my family 
use.”

Apart from lauding 
EAMCEF for coming up with 
the project, Zablon Kahise 
said lack of reliable market 
for dairy-related products 
remains a challenge.

He says the challenge is 
more serious during rainy 
season, as roads in the area 
become impassable.

“It becomes hectic to take 
dairy products to the market 
during rainy season...it’s not 
easy to take our products 
to town where there 
are markets and proper 
storages.”

Kahise who is also a group 
chairman reveals that when 
the project started bearing 
fruits, the market of the 
dairy products becomes a 
challenge.

Lena Kifiasi is one of the 
villagers who are affected 
with the challenge as her 
cow died due to lack of 
medical attention.

Later, the farmer (Lena) 
managed to buy one cattle, 
and she is getting six litters 
of milk per day and gets 
10,000/-, which is somehow 
helpful for her family of 
three children.

Another beneficiary, 
Newa Mdeke says: “This is 
a good project, but market 
remains a challenge, that’s 
why we’re appealing to the 
government to improve 
road infrastructures to the 
market. We’re also asking 
for investors to chip-in and 
invest in milk processing 
factory in our area.”

According to Mdeke, 
education on animal 
husbandry is still a challenge 
as most farmers are not 
aware on what to do when 
diseases attack cattle.

Southern Highlands’ zone 
project officer, Rosemary 
Boniface from EAMCEF says 
dairy farming project was 
introduced to Mbawi, Isanga 
and Idegenda villages in the 
district. 

“All these villages are 
adjacent to Uzungwa 
Nature Forest Reserve and 
Kilombero Scrap Nature 
Forest for the purpose 
of giving the villagers 
awareness of conservation,” 
Rosemary says.

According to her, dairy cow 
project is geared towards 
giving villagers alternative 
income generating activities, 
hence reducing pressure to 
the nature reserves.

The official says: “As 
EAMCEF, we’re delighted to 
learn that beneficiaries are 
doing well and the mission 
is bearing fruits as people 
are now busy with income 
generating activities, and 
they are not getting into 
forests for the purpose of 
cutting trees and hunting. To 
us, this is a success story.”

Apart from milk, 
Rosemary said through the 
project, some members 
have started engaging 
themselves in biogas after 
they were given technology 
of transforming manure into 
domestic gas.

Dairy farming project 
proves game-changer 
for villages in Kilolo

Work on Phase II of the Dar es Salaam Rapid Transport (bus) project began along the city’s Kilwa Road at the weekend 
under China’s Sino Hydro firm, whose engineers are pictured engaged in consultations at the Mbagala Kizuiani site on 
Monday. Photo: Selemani Mpochi

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbarali

THE Tanzania Wildlife Authority 
(TAWA) has embarked on a campaign 
to promote thrilling tourist attractions 
available in the Mpanga-Kipengere 
Game Reserve located in Southern 
Highlands’ region of Njombe.

Tourism officer of the game 
reserve, Emmanuel Silayo described 
the protected areas as very rich 
in biodiversity, which are not well 
exploited for tourism purposes.

Addressing a group of Mbeya-based 
journalists who visited the area over 
the weekend, Silayo said that they have 
been working on different strategies to 
promote tourist destinations available 
in the area. 

He also revealed that TAWA has 
been working hard to improve road 
infrastructures to the game reserve, 
so that it can be easier to reach the 
sanctuary. Situated on the northern 
side of Livingstone Mountains, the 
reserve is famous by its unique flora and 
fauna, scenic beauty, cultural heritage 
in Nyumba Nitu forest and Kimani 

waterfalls which are very attractive 
for nature tourism. The Kipengere 
ranges, Mpanga highlands, Lugala and 
Chafukwe Mountains provide beautiful 
scenery of green mountains, plains and 
the dramatic valleys.

According to Silayo, Chafukwe 
Mountains are best for recreation 
where tourists can enjoy the beautiful 
scenery of green mountains, plains and 
the dramatic valleys. 

“These mountains are also ideal for 
trekking, mountaineering, walking and 
hiking. A visit to this reserve is quite 
special and lifetime experience. There 
are abundance of natural wonders 
such as cascading waterfalls, rivers and 
beautiful flowers.”

Other tourist attractions include 
plant species with attractive flowers 
including tuberous orchids. Among 
varieties of fauna are rodents, primates 
(monkeys and baboons), mammals, 
birds, reptiles, amphibians and fish.

Silayo also revealed: “The reserve 
is as well, rich with resident and 
migratory birds including Denham’s 
Bustard and migratory birds such as 

Blue Swallow and Abdimis Stork.
Endemic species found in Mpanga 

– Kipengere Game Reserve are Nosed 
chameleon, marsh widow, Njombe 
cisticola and Kipengere seedeater, 
while the rare Fufumka bird has been 
recorded to live in the reserve.”

Kipengere Mountain is a volcanic 
range located at southwest highlands 
of Tanzania at northern end of Lake 
Nyasa and Matema beach close to 
Malawi border. Kipengere mountains 
range runs south east being a part of 
eastern rift valley escarpment reaching 
Mozambique. The north western end 
is Poroto Mountains also named Kinga 
Mountains range extending to east 
coast of Lake Nyasa.

The Kipengere range is formed on 
the side of lake by a zone of gneiss 
running in series of ridges and valleys 
parallel to its axis. From Kipengere 
peak you clearly observe Lake Nyasa 
and Matema beach. Matema beach is 
popular tourist’s destination in Mbeya 
region with sandy beaches along lake 
shores and other activity as fishing 
recreation.

TAWA to promote tourist attractions 
in Mpanga-Kipengere Game Reserve
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By Aisia Rweyemamu

BROKERS and other players in 
the country’s insurance market are 
expected to meet tomorrow in Dar es 
Salaam to discuss various issues and 
reflect on performance and progress of 
the insurance industry.

“This is high level conference with 
about 300 participants from Tanzania 
and East Africa Community (EAC) 
region,” the President of Tanzania 
Insurance Brokers (TIBA), Amir 
Kiwanda told media yesterday in Dar 
es Salaam.

Kiwanda said the conference is 
annually hosted by TIBA and this is the 
fourth conference themed ‘An inclusive 
insurance market in economic growth 
and poverty reduction’.

According to TIBA president, the 
theme of this year conference intends 
to answer the key challenge that the 
industry has been facing.

“We look forward to engaging 
conversations which will bring about 

useful resolutions that create solutions 
to reach majority of Tanzanians and 
hence contribute to the economy,” 
Kiwanda told media.

The TIBA president added that, 
currently the insurance contribution 
to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
is bellow one percent, the focus is to 
contribute at least  three per cent.

He explained that through the 
theme, among others, the conference 
will explore opportunities in micro 
insurance, overcoming challenges in 
modern insurance.

The conference will also learn about 
the future shape of the Tanzania 
insurance market, regulatory and 
industry perspective and how 
insurance penetration is influenced 
by regulation and legislature, market 
price, distribution and technology with 
other factors.

Speaking at the press conference 
a TIBA board member, Fareed Seif, 
said insurance brokers in Tanzania 
commands about 60 per cent of the 

insurance business in the market, 
signifying the pivotal role of brokers.

TIBA invites stakeholders to the 
conference to deliberate on the task of 
ensuring at least 50 per cent of adult 
population have one form of insurance 
coverage by 2028.

 For her part, Dr Flora Minja, 
Chief Operating Officer of Strategis 
insurance who is among sponsors 
of the conference, said that they 
sponsored the conference because it 
is an important platform which will 
gather a good number of key insurance 
stakeholders.

TIBA is the umbrella organisation of 
all insurance brokers in the country, 
with about 150 members.

Insurance stakeholders convene to
reflect on performance of industry

By Guardian Reporter, Simiyu

 KISESA MP Luhaga Mpina come out on Monday blaming 
some of the people who he allege happened to conspire to 
bring on board agendas with intents to divert the nation 
from discussing development strategies.

According to Mpina, such emerging agendas aims at letting 
Tanzanians including President John Magufuli discuss 
individual matters, instead of serving the public.

He made the statement when addressing a rally at Kisesa 
Constituency held at Malwilo village in Tindabuligi ward.

“Tanzanians have confidence with the fifth-phase 
government under the leadership of President Magufuli,” 
said Mpina insisting the planned strategies will never 
succeed.

Mpina who is Livestock and Fisheries Minister said some 
of former government leaders behind the strategies include 
those who previously held top party positions and failed to 
deliver.

He linked their poor leadership performance within 
the ruling—CCM to the growing trend of people shifting to 
opposition, especially in past years.

He told the crowd that President Magufuli has managed 
to control expenditure of public funds, put in place better 
governance systems and review of several contracts for the 
country’s benefit. He said all these good things he has done 
cannot be substituted with the documents circulated to the 
public by some heavyweight party members.

“Systems have been controlled, there are no more ghost 
workers”, he said insisting those complaining have their 
corruption loopholes blocked.

Mpina noted that the fishing industry is also flourishing 
due to government’s efforts in fighting illegal fishing that was 
rampant in Lakes and Rivers across the country. He said the 
control will reduce fish import because Tanzania is endowed 
with the biggest Lakes and Rivers compared to other African 
nations.

According to him, there are no top leaders who have been 
able to impress the opposition leading into them crossing 
from their parties to CCM. He said following the good job by 
President Magufuli, ten Constituent MPs and 200 Councillors 
from the opposition returned to CCM.

“This record has never been achieved by any of the 
previous top leaders”, he noted.

Tindabuligi Ward Councilor, Antony Maghembe said: “We 
have confidence with President Magufuli, we are supporting 
him in his endeavours towards bringing development to 
Tanzanians”.

GOMA  

DEMOCRATIC Republic of Congo (DRC) health minister, 
Oly Ilunga, has resigned in protest at the presidency’s 
announcement last week that it was stripping his team of 
control over the response to the Ebola outbreak.

Ilunga has overseen the nearly year-long response to 
DRC’s latest Ebola epidemic, which is the second deadliest 
in history. It has killed more than 1,700 people and infected 
more than 800 others.

But President Felix Tshisekedi’s office announced on 
Saturday that it was assigning responsibility for the response 
to a multi-disciplinary team that would report directly to 
Tshisekedi.

In his resignation letter, Ilunga decried “interference in 
the management of the response” and criticised outside 
pressure to deploy a second Ebola vaccine manufactured by 
Johnson & Johnson ( J&J) over his objections.

“It would be fanciful to think that the new vaccine 
proposed by actors who have shown an obvious lack of 
ethics by voluntarily hiding important information from 
medical authorities, could have a significant impact on the 
control of the current outbreak,” he said.

It was not immediately clear which actors he was referring 
to, but international donors such as the World Health 
Organisation and medical charity Medecins Sans Frontieres 
have publicly called for the use of the second vaccine.

Ilunga says the J&J vaccine has not been proved to be 
effective and that deploying a second vaccine would confuse 
people. The company has said the vaccine, which has gone 
through phase 1 trials, is safe.

The vaccine  being used is manufactured by Merck and has 
been administered to about 170,000 people.

Congo health minister resigns over 
handling of Ebola by government

Tanzanians have confidence 
in fifth-phase govt, says Mpina 

Dodoma Regional Police Commander Gilles Muroto (R) pictured yesterday showing cameras he said were stolen from the 
National Identification Authority (NIDA) offices in Dodoma before being recovered. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph

“We look forward to engaging 
conversations which will bring 
about useful resolutions that 
create solutions to reach majority 
of Tanzanians and hence 
contribute to the economy”
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Drought is a global problem 
calling for a global solution 

A 
drought   is a natural 
disaster of below-average 
precipitation in a given 
region, resulting in 

prolonged shortages in the water 
supply, whether atmospheric, surface 
water or ground water. A drought 
can last for months or years, or may 
be declared after as few as 15 days.
[1] It can have a substantial impact 
on the ecosystem and agriculture of 
the affected region  and harm to the 
local economy.[3] Annual dry seasons 
in the tropics significantly increase 
the chances of a drought developing 
and subsequent bush fires. Periods of 
heat can significantly worsen drought 
conditions by hastening evaporation of 
water vapour. 

Many plant species, such as those 
in the family Cactaceae (or cacti), 
have drought tolerance adaptations 
like reduced leaf area and waxy 
cuticles to enhance their ability to 
tolerate drought. Some others survive 
dry periods as buried seeds. Semi-
permanent drought produces arid 
biomes such as deserts and grasslands.  
Prolonged droughts have caused mass 
migrations and humanitarian crisis. 
Most arid ecosystems have inherently 
low productivity. The most prolonged 
drought ever in the world in recorded 
history occurred in the Atacama Desert 
in Chile (400 Years).  

Mechanisms of producing 
precipitation include convective, 
stratiform,  and orographic rainfall.  
Convective processes involve strong 
vertical motions that can cause the 
overturning of the atmosphere in 
that location within an hour and 
cause heavy precipitation,  while 
stratiform processes involve weaker 
upward motions and less intense 

precipitation over a longer duration. 
Precipitation can be divided into 
three categories, based on whether it 
falls as liquid water, liquid water that 
freezes on contact with the surface, 
or ice. Droughts occur mainly in areas 
where normal levels of rainfall are, 
in themselves, low. If these factors do 
not support precipitation volumes 
sufficiently to reach the surface over a 
sufficient time, the result is a drought. 
Drought can be triggered by a high 
level of reflected sunlight and above 
average prevalence of high pressure 
systems, winds carrying continental, 
rather than oceanic air masses, and 
ridges of high pressure areas aloft can 
prevent or restrict the developing of 
thunderstorm activity or rainfall over 
one certain region. Once a region is 
within drought, feedback mechanisms 
such as local arid air,[10] hot conditions 
which can promote warm core ridging,  
and minimal evapotranspiration can 
worsen drought conditions. 

The United Nations has warned of 
drought, disease and war preventing 
farmers from producing enough food 
for millions of people across Africa and 
other regions, leading to the need for 
major aid operations.

A report called the Crop Prospects 
and Food Situation by the U.N.’s 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) says that shortages of grain and 
other foodstuffs have left people in 41 
countries — 31 of them in Africa — in 
need of handouts.

Southern Africa has experienced 
both dry spells and rainfall damage 
from Cyclone Idai, which made landfall 
in Mozambique on March. 14. The 
storm caused  agricultural production 
shortfalls  and big  increases in cereal 
import needs.

By Bank-Anthony Okoroafor

T
HE Petroleum Technology 
Association of Nigeria (PETAN) 
is the association of most oil 
& gas service companies in 

Nigeria. We witnessed the new Group 
Managing Director, Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corporation (NNPC), Mele Kolo 
Kyari’s speech during a valedictory session 
that was organised for the immediate 
past GMD, Dr. Maikanti Baru, in Abuja on 
Monday 8th of July, where he stressed 
that he will achieve 45 billion barrels of 
oil reserve, three million barrels per day 
daily production and zero importation 
of finished petroleum products by 2023.
These are great lofty ideas which we are 
ready to support him to actualise them. 
Mele Kyari’s background as a geologists 
and the smart COOs Mele has selected will 
be a plus in his plan to achieve and exceed 
the target reserves and daily production 
of three million barrels. How he drives the 
industry and his vision for the industry 
will determine if he will actualise these 
aspirations. PETAN wishes him and his 
team well and pray that they achieve these 
great goals.

To achieve a 45 billion reserve, we must 
carry out exploration and drill more wells. 
Nigeria has the lowest well services activity 
in the world. Most of the IOC’s are not 
exploring and drilling activity is minimal. 
Your good office with DPR and critical 
stakeholders must look into this to ensure 
the operating companies explore and drill 
more wells. NNPC also needs to intensify 
exploration in all the inland basins.

The shallow water and onshore 
contribute about 60 per cent of Nigeria 
production. They have contributed so 
much to Nigeria in terms of revenue, job 
creation, capacity and capability building 
and creation of lots of entrepreneurs 
spanning the entire oil & gas value chain 
from Exploration (seismic acquisition, 
processing, interpretation), drilling rigs, 
Procurement, Pumping, Logging, Well 
services, Well Construction, Pipe Laying, 
Pipe coating, Engineering, training, etc.

The Deepwater has contributed more 
than 100 billion dollars to the government 
in the past ten years. Potential exist for 
future investment above 70 billion dollars if 
we can put the right things in place. A lot of 
capacities and capabilities have been built 
riding on the few investments in Deepwater. 
Thousands of jobs have been created for 
Nigerians. A 74 per cent Nigerian Content 
was achieved in Egina. Bonga if approved 
and sanctioned has promised to achieve 
above 80 per cent Nigerian content. This 
are practical demonstrations that if we 
get our acts right, business will come into 
Nigeria. We also should not use Deepwater 
to kill shallow water.

To address low exploration in 
Deepwater, Kyari Mele should use stick 
and carrot approach on companies 
that do not invest in Exploration. We 
are carrying reserve value of about 37 
billion barrels and 174 TCF gas. I belief our 
reserve is about 200 billion barrels and 
400 TCF gas. We must as a country invest 
in exploration now that oil is fast going 
out of fashion to derive the full value from 
our natural resources and use it quickly 

to diversify our economy and improve on 
our infrastructure. Government needs to 
create incentives towards exploration for 
reserve replacement, urge development 
of allocated but un-developed blocks and 
increase in production enhanced; with a 
total of two billion barrels produced from 
Nigeria’s Deepwater space since inception, 
the contribution to national production 
by Deepwater operations has consistently 
been on the rise since the NOGICD Act.

From 2010 (35%) through 2013 (38%) 
and 2017 (40%), with Egina further adding 
160,000 barrels per day at the end of 2018. 
There is need to create the right fiscal 
policies to encourage investment in deep 
offshore to unlock our deep offshore. 
Deepwater still need to be funded, tall 
order to compete for funds. The landscape 
is getting very competitive.

We have witnessed lack of Final 
Investment Decisions (FIDs) in our country 
in the last ten years. Comparing countries 
in Africa, Angola has taken nine FIDs 
in the last 10 years valued at about $82 
billion; Egypt has taken about three FIDs 
valued at about $26 billion; Ghana has 
taken about five FIDs valued at about $22 
billion; Mozambique has taken about two 
FIDs, Equatorial Guinea has taken about 
two FIDs. But the giant of Africa with the 
greatest reserves has only managed to take 
three FIDs valued about $27 billion, but 
only two sanctioned. What a shame! We 
should all bury our heads in sand. There 
is an emergency situation in our oil and 
gas industry. We need to sort out all that is 
preventing this FIDs and this will set the ball 
rolling in your lofty ideals of reserve growth, 
daily production growth, stamping out 
corruption and creating jobs for millions of 
Nigerians and leaving a legacy for the ones 
following us.

The new GMD also needs to work with 
the IOC’s to get the following projects 
to FID. Shell Bonga s/w Aparo (225,000 
bpd), Bonga North (100,000 bpd), Eni’s 
Zabazaba-Etan (120,000 bpd), Chevron 
Nziko (100,000 bpd), ExxonMobil Bosi 
(140,000 bpd), Satellite Field dev phase 2 
(80,000 bpd), Uge (110,000 bpd).

Issues that need to be addressed now 
and quickly to help Mele achieve his lofty 
goals includes the following:

Firstly, government should assent to and 
speedily sign the PIGB (Petroleum Industry 
Governance Bill), PIFB (Petroleum industry 
Fiscal Bill), PIAB (Petroleum Industry 
Administration Bill), PHICDB (Petroleum 
Host and Impacted Communities 
Development Bill).

The timely conclusion of the ongoing 
industry reforms guaranteeing legislative 
certainty and clarity. Work with National 
assembly and critical stakeholders to 
actualise this. This is holding down lots of 
FID’s and critical investment. The passage of 
and the assent by Mr. President to the PIGB 
is important to send a signal to the market 
that this government is serious about the 
oil reform agenda. The uncertainty created 
by the lack of passage of the reforms have 
significantly affected investments in the 
Nigerian oil and gas sector.

The legislators to expedite the passage of 

the relevant bills associated with the section 
16 of the petroleum act and incorporate 
feedbacks from the public hearing

Our production is declining 10-15 per 
cent annually. To maintain two million 
barrels per day, we need to be spending 
about $10 billion capex annually. To grow 
to your target daily production of three 
million barrels per day, we need to be 
spending between $20 to $30 billion capex 
yearly. This will guaranty activity level to 
achieve and maintain the desired level of 
daily production

In addition, we need to be sending our 
investor friendly messaging to remove this 
negative cloud on investments in Nigeria. 
Everything that is anti-investment, anti-
entrepreneurs must be removed. Sanctity 
of contracts and rule of law. Issues of taking 
peoples licences without due process and 
tax men harassment of companies without 
following due process sends the wrong 
messages which are not good for us.

There is need to reduce government’s 
equity on JV’s considerably

Rule of Law must be supreme. Sanctity 
of contracts must be respected. There is 
need for competitive PSC Fiscal terms 
which enables monetisation of deep 
offshore gas and support existing investor 
commitments. Also, Mele Kyari must 
ensure that fiscal terms remain competitive; 
enable conducive business environment 
and ensure safety of lives and security of 
assets. A good approach is to establish a 
coast guard to be responsible in protecting 
all assets and personnel in water instead 
of all companies having their own security 
and security vessels/gun boats.

He must improve the efficiency and 
effectiveness of institutions responsible for 
contract approval processes.

Resolve ongoing PSC disputes. Sign 
dispute settlement agreement and new 
PSC agreement for OML 118 which is the 
template for other PSC’s. This will definitely 
unlock the entire deep offshore market and 
bring most projects to FID.

The proposed deep offshore/inland 
basin PSC amendment bill 2018 seeking to 
introduce 50 per cent royalty in revenue 
above $20/barrel will drive investments to 
other countries. There are lots of discoveries 
everywhere and we should desist from 
acts that are not investment friendly. 
This would worsen our competitiveness 
thereby limiting our ability to attract 
investment and will consequently hamper 
long term oil production growth. With 50 
per cent royalty, NPV will be very low and 
unattractive for investment. Fifteen per 
cent IRR not enough in Nigeria because 
risks are high. This can be enough in USA or 
middle east because of low risk.

Make Local content a National agenda: 
With the successes achieved in the oil and 
gas sector since the NOGIC Act was signed 
into law, in order to sustain, improve on the 
successes achieved, it is imperative to make 
local content a National agenda.

NOGIC Act signed into law in 2010 
makes it sustainable for all stakeholders. 
The journey so far seems to be in the right 
trajectory. The successes so far in the oil 
and gas industry includes the following: 

Equipment ownership, Fabrication 
capabilities, EPCI, Pipelines, Operation 
& Maintenance, Production Operations, 
Well Completion, Engineering and Well 
Services. Nigerians are now involved in 
all areas of the oil & Gas value chain. Asset 
ownership by Nigerians have increased 
considerably.

Indigenous vessel ownership has 
increased to over 38 per cent. Nigerians 
now own drilling rigs, pipe pills, pipe 
coating facilities. Eighty per cent of 
engineering are presently done in-country. 
Fabrications done in country has increased 
considerably. So much has been done in 
Human capital development.

In-country value retention has increased 
considerably from less than five per cent 
before the signing of the act into law to 
above 27 per cent. Nigeria witnessed capital 
flight of more than three hundred and 
eighty billion dollars in fifty years of oil 
and gas exploitation in Nigeria. We have 
witnessed development of several Nigerian 
entrepreneurs.

Rationalise multiple taxation from states, 
govt and parastatals:

a. The current fees and levies charged 
companies includes the following: 
Education Tax (2% of assessable profit), 
NDDC Levy (3% of the total annual budget), 
NCDF (1% value of contracts), Nigerian 
Export Supervision Scheme (0.12% FOB 
cargo value monthly), Weights & Measures 
Monitoring fee (0.035% FOB cargo value 
monthly), Marine Logistics Cabotage (2% 
of contract value per invoice), NPA Pilotage, 
NPA cargo and stevedoring dues, Offshore 
safety permit ($680 per person annually), 
Use of various radioactive substance or 
equipment dues, Environmental Impact 
assessment dues registration renewal 
approval, Water reception facilities levy, 
NPA towage royalty charges

b. Proposed fees and Levies includes the 
following: OGFTZA Levy (3% of all items in 
zone), NPA Stevedoring charges on FPSO 
($1/bbl.), NOSDRA levy in amendment bill 
in NASS (0.5% of operation funds), Maritime 
University Levy (1% of contract value in the 
oil and gas industry), PIB host community 
levy (2.5% of actual opex annually), 
Amnesty bill (1% of the total annual budget)

Battle of regulation of Deepwater & 
Investment:

There is need to resolve all fiscal issues 
with Deepwater. We should be talking 
about 30 FPSO’S now instead of 7, delays in 
tidying up commercial frameworks that will 
facilitate investment. Framework for the 
new commercial agreement with OML 118 
if signed, will unlock the significant aspect 
of Deepwater development in Nigeria.

Work with the Ministry/DPR to accelerate 
the renewal of soon-to-expire licenses for 
oil blocks, and also create new concessions 
for the unallocated 53 Deepwater blocks, 
since the last bid round was 12 years ago.

We should clear uncertainties around 
commercial frameworks and make room 
for attractive fiscals and regulatory regimes 
to pull investors. The NNPC should approve 
and escalate to other projects, the proposed 
framework between itself and operators on 
OML118.

Nigeria’s oil industry must not die

T
OURISM is travel for 
pleasure or business; also 
the theory and practice 
of touring, the business 

of attracting, accommodating, and 
entertaining tourists, and the business 
of operating tours. Tourism may be 
international, or within the traveller’s 
country.   

Tourism can be domestic or 
international, and international 
tourism has both incoming and 
outgoing implications on a country’s 
balance of payments. 

International tourist arrivals 
surpassed the milestone of 1 billion 
tourists globally for the first time in 
2012,  emerging markets such as China, 
Russia, and Brazil had significantly 
increased their spending over the 
previous decade.  The ITB Berlin is the 
world’s leading tourism trade fair.

Tourism has become an important 
source of income for many regions 
and even entire countries. The Manila 
Declaration on World Tourism of 
1980 recognized its importance as  an 
activity essential to the life of nations 
because of its direct effects on the 
social, cultural, educational, and 
economic sectors of national societies, 
and on their international relations. 

Tourism brings large amounts 
of income into a local economy in 
the form of payment for goods and 
services needed by tourists, accounting 
as of 2011 for 30 per cent of the world’s 
trade in services, and for 6 per cent of 
overall exports of goods and services.  
It also generates opportunities for 
employment in the service sector of 
the economy associated with tourism.  

The hospitality industries which 
benefit from tourism include 
transportation services (such as 
airlines, cruise ships, trains and 
taxicabs); hospitality services (such as 
accommodations, including hotels and 
resorts); and entertainment venues 
(such as amusement parks, restaurants, 

casinos, shopping malls, music venues, 
and theaters). This is in addition to 
goods bought by tourists, including 
souvenirs. 

Travel agents including tour 
operators have a reason to smile after 
international travel agents from India 
and China agreed to train them on how 
to tap tourists from their countries to 
increase the number of visitors in the 
country. Tanzania Tourist Board (TTB) 
Managing Director, Devota Mdachi said  
recently  when briefing journalists on 
the Swahili International Tourism Expo 
(SiTE) slated for October 18th and 20th 
this year in Dar es Salaam.

Mdachi said the training will be 
offered during the Swahili International 
Tourism Expo and that participants 
will be trained on how to market 
Tanzanian tourism potentials and local 
made products. 

The TTB boss added that international 
travel agents have decided to help their 
counterparts after discovered that 
majority Tanzanian travel agents and 
tour operators are not competent on 
how to market what they offer.

She said some of them do not have 
enough funds to visit other countries 
for tourism promotional campaign 
despite the fact that Tanzania is 
endowed with a lot of tourism potential 
that can be promoted in the specific 
countries. 

This is the fifth exhibition that will 
attract more than 250 exhibitors 
including international travel agents 
and 400 journalists from international 
media from 57 countries across the 
world.

The international travel agents and 
journalists who will be in Tanzania 
for three days are from USA, UK, Italy, 
German, Russia, China, Sweden, South 
Africa, Seychelles, Mauritius, Rwanda, 
Malaysia, Kenya, Thailand, India, South 
Korea and Singapore. In 2018 a total of 
335 international travel agents, and 152 
companies attended the event.

Tourism is becoming an important source of 
income for many regions and even countries
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Is Tunisia turning a blind eye to illegal hunting?
BY JIHANE BEN YAHIA

    

H
UNTING in Tunisia is strictly 
regulated, and hunting of 
protected species like hou-
bara bustards is outlawed. 

Yet there are reports of large hunting 
parties in Tunisia – allegedly sanc-
tioned by government. Together with 
wildlife trafficking in the region, poach-
ing has become a serious problem that 
needs much more attention from gov-
ernment and civil society.

Data on illegal hunting and the illegal 
wildlife trade in the region is scarce. In 
2015, a report by the non-governmen-
tal organisation (NGO) BirdLife Interna-
tional found that between 50 500 and 
227 000 birds were killed illegally each 
year in Tunisia.

But according to the executive direc-
tor of the NGO Les Amis des Oiseaux 
(AAO), Claudia Feltrup-Azafzaf, who 
contributed to the report, these figures 
are largely underestimated. ‘They are 
based on proven cases reported and 
extrapolated,’ she said. ‘We lack finan-
cial resources, and there is little aware-
ness among citizens and authorities.’

In January, Abdelmajid Dabbar, 
president of the NGO Tunisie Ecologie, 
reported that Qatari nationals were il-
legally hunting protected species in the 
Tunisian desert using falcons and hunt-
ing rifles. Photos and videos distributed 
by activists showed a convoy of about 
30 off-road vehicles, a helicopter, and 
the carcasses of Thomson’s gazelles, 
Saharan hares and houbara bustards. 
When confronted by conservationists, 
the hunters said the Presidency had 
given them permission.

The houbara bustard is a bird prized 
for its meat and organs, which are be-
lieved to be an aphrodisiac. Houbara 
hunting was traditionally carried out 
by falconers in Gulf countries, where 
the Asian variety of the bird was once 
prevalent. Hunting in the region be-
came so intensive, however, that by 
the late 1980s the species was almost 
extinct.

Saudi and Emirati hunters soon 
turned their attention to the Tunisian 
desert. In an interview with the Insti-

tute for Security Studies’ ENACT organ-
ised crime project, Dabbar said former 
president Zine El Abidine Ben Ali per-
sonally approved hunting expeditions 
– in exchange for large sums of money. 
This led to the species becoming en-
dangered.

After his rule ended in the Arab 
Spring, Qatari hunters ¬– who were 
close to the new regime – soon took to 
the desert. Dabbar said the presence 
of Qatari humanitarian organisations 
on the Tunisia-Libya border along with 

business projects were enabling these expedi-
tions to take place.

In an interview with France 24 in January, 
Qatari journalist Ali Al-Hill explained that 
Qataris had owned large stretches of land in 
the Tunisian desert since 2008, which had 
allowed them to hunt there legally. The inter-
view provoked a strong public reaction in Tu-
nisia, but authorities remained silent.

In Tunisia, hunting is strictly regulated. A 
licence to own a rifle can only be issued by 
the Ministry of Interior; and falconry is only al-
lowed among local communities in the north-

east, irrespective of whether it is on public or 
private land.

Protected species such as the houbara bus-
tard cannot be hunted. The bird is classified 
as a species threatened with extinction in Ap-
pendix 1 of CITES (the Convention on Interna-
tional Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora), to which Tunisia is a signa-
tory. It also appears on the Red List of the In-
ternational Union for Conservation of Nature 
as a species threatened with extinction. This 
follows the sharp decline of the bustards in 
North Africa over the past 25 years.   

In February, Tunisia’s agriculture minister 
Samir Taïeb said on Express FM Radio that his 
administration had not authorised the January 
hunt. However his ministry did sometimes ‘re-
ceive requests by embassies in Tunis to organ-
ise such hunts,’ he said. But ‘those pertaining 
to protected animals are never granted,’ and 
in this case, they had not received any request. 
The Presidency has not yet responded to the 
hunters’ claim about receiving permission.

This episode is not an isolated case, either 
in the country or the region. The goldfinch – 
an emblematic North African songbird – is also 
trafficked in the Maghreb along traditional 
smuggling routes. Ornithologist Ridha El Ouni, 
told ENACT that ‘at the border with Algeria, a 
wild goldfinch is worth TND150 (€40). At the 
market in Tunis, a trained goldfinch can be 
sold for up to TND1 500 (€400).’

ENACT research on goldfinch trafficking 
found evidence that Moncef Bey Market in 
Tunis was a hub for this illegal trade, as well 
as for other protected species. In August 2018, 
the AAO alerted authorities to the presence of 
some 100 goldfinches, European greenfinch-
es, pink flamingos and a booted eagle among 
the market stalls.

Feltrup-Azafzaf told ENACT that ‘our moni-
toring capacity stops at the General Direc-
torate of Forestry, but we do not know what 
happens beyond that, and if the judiciary has 
taken legal action or not.’

The market for illegal wildlife trade in the 
region is vast. In 2014, one Saudi prince alone 
killed about 2 000 bustards in Pakistan in less 
than 10 days. How many birds could several 
dozen well equipped and organised hunters 
have killed in Tunisia in January?

In Pakistan, where some Asian bustards still 
survive, limited hunting in exchange for a large 
fee has become a lucrative illegal business. It is 
also a source of political conflict between the 
country and Gulf states.

The January episode highlighted the many 
challenges facing state and civil society actors 
charged with protecting endangered species 
in Tunisia. A national strategy to stop wildlife 
poaching and trafficking would allow, among 
other things, for gaps in Tunisia’s laws to be 
filled. An official awareness-raising campaign 
about wildlife crime should also be conducted 
in partnership with civil society.

Jihane Ben Yahia, ENACT Regional Coor-
dinator – North Africa, ISS

Despite strict 
controls, pro-
tected species 
are threatened 
by poaching 
and trafficking 
fuelled by Gulf 
states markets. 
File photo 
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By Jeffrey Moyo, Blantyre

IN Karonga, a district in the north-
ern region of Malawi, 32-year old Mavis 
Banda, a mother of three daughters bus-
ies herself drawing safe drinking water 
from a borehole located at the heart of 
her village.

Banda and several other villagers 
claimed they long abandoned a local 
well where for years they drew water 
for domestic purposes, thanks to the 
initiative by the European Union (EU) 
ensuring developing African countries 
like Malawi access safe drinking water – 
as stipulated in Goal 6 of the UN Agenda 
2030, which aims to “ensure access to 
water and sanitation for all”.

In Zimbabwe, the EU has even been 
more forthcoming in terms of combat-
ing water shortages in both rural and 
urban areas. Following the devastation 
in Zimbabwe caused by Cyclone Idai in 
March 2019, the European Union con-
tributed  EUR 250,000 (USD 281,035) 
to UNICEF to provide vital water, sani-
tation and hygiene (WASH) supplies 
to vulnerable children and families in 
flood-affected districts in the Southern 
African nation.  

Cyclone Idai affected some 270,000 
people (half of them children) in Zim-
babwe’s districts of Chimanimani and 
Chipinge, in Manicaland Province, cre-
ating an immediate need for safe drink-
ing water, sanitation facilities and hy-
giene materials.

The EU contribution supported the 
distribution of water purification tablets 
and soap to households, schools and 
health institutions, the rehabilitation 
and repair of critical water supply net-
works, and where needed, the drilling of 
boreholes and the construction of new 
water points.

“Our gratitude goes to the EU for often 
standing with us, especially during the 
Cyclone Idai disaster, making sure as a 
country we have access to clean water 
for drinking,” Zimbabwe’s Health Minis-
ter, Obadiah Moyo, told IDN.

Even the Zambian government has 
been of late upbeat about the EU as-
sistance. In May 2019, the European 
Investment Bank (EIB) provided a five 
million Euro grant to help the country’s 
Mulonga Water and Sewerage Company 

(MWSC) implement the ‘Mulonga Peri-
Urban Water and Sanitation Action’.

“The project is fully consistent with 
the Zambian Vision 2030 that sets the 
targets of 100 percent access to clean 
water provision by 2030,” said Zambia’s 
Finance Minister, Margaret Mwanakat-
we.

The importance of EU’s support is 
underlined by the fact that Zambia’s 
‘Copperbelt Province’, bordering on 
the Democratic Republic of Congo (DR 
Congo), is the second most populous 
region of the country, with around 
two million people, out of which 60 
percent are estimated to live in low-in-
come, peri-urban areas, where access 
to safe water remains typically below 
40 percent.

“The EIB’s longstanding support to 
water sector on the African continent 
holds a significant contribution to the 
UN’s Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), in particular in peri-urban, low-
income areas,” said EIB Vice President 
Ambroise Fayolle.

In Malawi, where remote villagers 
like Mavis Banda hailing from Karonga 
district have benefitted from the EU 
gesture, the European Union earlier 
in 2019 invested a total of about EUR 
15.750 million in Water & Sanitation 
projects in the Southern African nation.

Consequently, over the last five years 
the EU has provided access to safe drink-
ing water for one million Malawians by 
way of its contribution to SDG 6.

“EU’s water investment in our country 
is significantly improving piped water 
and sanitation services for our people, 
especially those living in remote areas,” 
a top Malawian government official who 
requested to remain anonymous as he 
was not authorized to speak to the me-
dia, told IDN.

According to USAID, in Malawi, 80 
percent of the country’s population of 
approximately 19 million people now 
has access to an improved source of 
drinking water. Still, USAID says, an es-
timated four million Malawians lack ac-
cess to safe water while only six percent 
of the country’s population has access 
to an improved sanitation facility.

Not only has the EU chipped in help 
to Africa’s water-starved nations, but 
even other international organisations 

like the World Bank have also stepped in 
with aid to ease water scarcities blight-
ing African countries.

Two years ago, up to 1.9 million Tan-
zanian citizens benefited from new fi-
nancing approved by the World Bank 
from the International Development 
Association that was channeled towards 
the East African nation’s water sector, in-
cluding 700,000 residents of the coun-
try’s largest city, Dar es Salaam.

Then, Tanzania’s newly approved 
financing amounted to USD 225 mil-
lion that was aimed at supporting the 
strengthening of capacities for inte-
grated water resources planning and 
management in that country as well 
as improve access to water supply and 
sanitation services in an efficient man-
ner across Dar es Salaam.

Thanks to EU, this year in Nigeria, 
nearly 4,500 people in Riyom local gov-
ernment area of Plateau State, in the 
north-central part of the West African 
country, people benefitted from im-
proved access to safe water and sanita-
tion facilities which included gender 
segregated latrines.

In Nigeria, officials from the EU have 
been on record urging the significance 
of provision of water to communities 
there. “Clean water, basic toilets and 
good hygiene practices are critical for 
the survival and development of chil-
dren. Without these basic needs, the 
lives of millions of children are at risk. 
We must do better for children by pri-
oritizing WASH on the development 
agenda,” said Ambassador Ketil Karlsen, 
Head of EU Delegation in Nigeria.

According to the data from the WASH 
National Outcome Routine Mapping 
(WASH NORM), as many as 47 million 
Nigerians practice open defecation, 
with only 11 percent of Nigerians having 
access to complete basic water, sanita-
tion and hygiene services. Meanwhile, 13 
percent of schools have access to basic 
water and sanitation services in Nigeria.

But even though, for many Africans 
like Malawi’s Mavis Banda, with the EU 
moving in to facilitate the provision of 
clean water, it is relief time which many 
wish could stay for eternity. “I’m happy; 
I wish the whole of Malawi could con-
tinue like this, having clean water,” said 
Mavis.

EU leaps to rescue African 

countries with clean water

Comoro’s Energy and Economy minister, Houmed M’Saidie, addresses Tanzanian businesspeople at a reception he hosted 
for them in Moroni recently. The trip was organised by the Tanzanian Embassy in Comoro in collaboration with members of 
the Comoro business community and Cosa Marketing. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

DURBAN

IN a country with some of the highest 
rates of sexual and gender-based vio-
lence in the world, South African media 
must step up and play a greater role in 
the fight against gender inequality and 
gender-based violence.

That was the conclusion of a report, 
“Gender, Diversity and Gender-based 
Violence in South African TV,” that was 
presented at the Durban FilmMart this 
week by Kubi Rama of Gender Links, a 
Southern Africa women’s organization 
that champions gender quality in and 
through the media. 

The report was part of the Step It 
Up For Gender Equality in Southern 
Africa media project, which was com-
missioned in 2018 by the German De-
velopment Corporation (GIZ) and UN 
Women.

“The media landscape in South Africa 
is still largely unequal when it comes to 
gender questions,” said Unathi Malunga, 
of the National Film & Video Foundation 
(NFVF). 

“The aim of this project is to sup-
port the prevention of violence against 
women and girls through engaging the 
South African media to reflect on the 
media’s role and responsibility in shap-
ing societal norms, in shaping societal 
stereotypes, and in shaping perceptions 
of gender-based violence.”

According to the findings of the re-
port, which  describes gender-based vio-
lence as a “national crisis” in South Afri-
ca, gender inequality and gender-based 
violence as topics constitute just 3% of 
news, 7% of entertainment and 3% of 
children’s programming. Women com-
prise 77% of program creators but just 
15% of directors in TV entertainment. 

And in a largely patriarchal society, ac-
cording to the report, “gender stereo-
types are still prevalent, women’s voices 
are heard less, and decision-making still 
lies with men.”

“An industry that is shaped in inequal-
ity and incidences of harassment will 
always struggle to produce creative 
content that has a positive social im-
pact,” said Malunga. “There is still a lack 
of awareness and dialogue on gender-
based violence. 

There’s still a lack of legislative frame-
works, there’s a lack of legal resource, 
there’s a lack of prevention mechanisms 
and where to go to get help, and also re-
habilitation.”

According to South Africa’s 2016 De-
mographic and Health Survey, one in 
five South African women over the age 
of 18 has experienced physical violence 
at least once in her lifetime. 

Report calls on  south African media 
to do more on gender-based violence
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How best to tackle inequality in 21st 
century? Start with climate change
DUBLIN

D
o you prefer to hear good news or 
bad news irst? I will begin by giving 
you the (unsurprisingly) bad news. 
today’s world is an unequal place. 

Standards of living vary massively both be-
tween and within countries.

to narrow it down to its most blunt statistic, 
if you were born in Hong Kong your life expec-
tancy is nearly double that of someone born in 
Swaziland, 84 and 49 years, respectively.

the good news is that in recent decades 
many global indicators of living standards 
have improved. the Millennium Development 
Goals, a group of targets aimed at reducing pov-
erty and raising living standards, were largely 
successful.

those living in extreme poverty dropped 
from 1.9 billion in 1990 to 836 million in 2015, 
the proportion of undernourished people in 
low-income countries fell from 23 percent in 
1990 to 13 percent in 2014, and worldwide pri-
mary school enrollment has reached 90 per-
cent.

these statistics ofer hope for a trajectory 
toward an equal world. there is more bad 
news, however, in that climate change threat-
ens to undo this progress and create further 
inequity.

Climate change will be the deinitive chal-
lenge of the 21st century, yet it is largely 
pushed aside in discussions of policies to ad-
dress inequality. If warming is not limited to 1.5 
degrees Celsius above preindustrial levels the 
results could nullify most, if not all, the pro-
gress made in reducing inequality.

Climate change will further magnify existing 
inequality as low- and middle-income coun-
tries will bear the brunt of its impact. as rain-
fall patterns become more unpredictable, sea 
levels rise, and storms become more intense, 
the expected impacts on low-income coun-
tries are severe.

an integral problem of advocating for action 
is that people perceive climate change as a dis-
tant threat, but its ramiications are already 
being witnessed in many parts of the world. 
Cities such as Dakar in Senegal are looded an-
nually.

the semi-arid Sahel region is encroaching 
on once fertile farmland. California was sub-
jected to the deadliest wildires in its history 
last year, with record amounts of land burnt to 
ash.

Climate change is an exemplary illustration 
of inequality in the 21st century. the united 

States is responsible for 26 percent of global 
cumulative greenhouse gases, and europe is 
responsible for an additional 22 percent. In 
contrast, the entire continent of africa con-
tributes just 3.8 percent.

While high-income countries are respon-
sible for the vast majority of greenhouse gas 
emissions, it is the low-income countries that 
will face the repercussions. Many low-income 
countries are located in the tropics, which are 
far more vulnerable to rising temperatures 
than high-income temperate countries such 
as the united Kingdom.

entire agricultural systems will be lost, fam-
ines will hit numerous areas, and diseases 
such as malaria are predicted to become more 
widespread. already we are seeing pastoral 
farmers in Chad struggling to survive due to a 
lengthening dry season. the largest lake in the 
country, Lake Chad, has shrunk 90 percent in 
the past 50 years.

Nevertheless, this division is not solely be-
tween high- and low-income countries, it will 
also prevail within countries. Last year Har-
vard researchers coined the term “climate 
gentriication”: properties at higher elevations 
in inland Miami were becoming more expen-
sive due to looding risks associated with cli-
mate change. again, it will be those who can-
not aford to buy their way to safety who are 
left in at-risk areas.

along with creating new problems for low-
income countries, climate change will ex-
acerbate existing inequalities. Low-income 
countries do not have the iscal capacity to 
deal with severe disruptions to infrastructure. 
Increased looding will lead to the spread of 
waterborne diseases such as cholera and dys-
entery due to damaged water provisioning 
services. 

Cases of malnutrition are expected to rise 
dramatically as droughts in tropical areas 
result in lower crop yields. In countries such 
as Madagascar, where over 70 percent of the 
population are rural farmers, this will be dev-
astating.

Due to the complex and far-reaching nature 
of climate change, the knock-on efects for 
low-income countries are multitudinous. It 
will make receiving a quality education more 
diicult, intensify existing gender inequalities, 
provoke conlict, destabilize governments, 
and force people to leave their homelands. 
these countries do not have the funds or sup-
port to deal with the scale of the problems cli-
mate change will bring.

“Climate migrant” is a term we will hear fre-

quently; the World Bank predicts there may 
be up to 140 million such migrants by 2050. 
In europe, the media often refer to refugees 
seeking security as a “crisis,” yet 84 percent 
of refugees are currently within low-income 
countries, and people in poorer countries are 
roughly ive times more likely to be displaced 
by weather events.

this is yet another burden low-income 
countries are left to deal with. even high-in-
come countries threatened by climate change 
are far more able to deal with its consequences. 
Shanghai, one of the cities most vulnerable to 
looding, has been building lood-defense in-
frastructure since 2012; one such project is ex-
pected to cost £5 billion. Low-income countries 
do not have such capital to invest.

this brings us to the main question: what can 
be done to tackle the problem? Many things, ac-
tually. the two main aspects of dealing with cli-
mate change are mitigation and adaptation. as 
high-income countries produce the majority of 
greenhouse gas emissions, the onus is on us to 
minimize them. It seems that climate scientists 
are inally winning the battle of awareness, as a 
recent poll found that 73 percent of americans 
now believe that climate change is occurring, 
a record high. furthermore, 72 percent said it 
was personally important to them.

this is signiicant because it puts the onus on 
governments and companies to act in citizens’ 
interests. 

Mobilizing the public to put pressure on 
these groups will be the true turning point, and 
there are already signs of this happening.

over 70,000 people marched in Brussels in 
January demanding better climate action from 
the government, and citizen groups all over 
the world—including in Ireland, where I am 
writing this—are taking their governments to 
court over lack of action on climate change.

the key point is that minimizing emissions 
sooner rather than later is an imperative as 
it is ultimately the cheaper and easier option. 
While there has been a focus on individual 
actions in reducing emissions, such as choos-
ing low-emission transportation and buying 
seasonal produce, it is about time that govern-
ments and the private sector stepped up to the 
plate.

the Carbon Majors report  found that just 
100 companies have produced over 70 percent 
of global industrial greenhouse gas emissions 
since 1988. this statistic gives us an opening 
to create proper, systemic change through de-
manding better practice from these corpora-
tions.
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By Guardian Reporter, Mwanza.

LOCAL Government Authorities’ 
leaders have hailed NMB Bank Plc 
for simplifying revenue collection 
while also extending services to rural 
populations which have been widely 
regarded as unbankable.

Speaking at the ongoing ALAT an-
nual general meeting which started 
on Monday, District Executive Direc-
tors from Njombe, Ally Juma and his 
peer from Chato, Eliud Mwaiteleke 
said the bank has allowed district 
councils to exceed their revenue col-
lection targets.

Juma said NMB’s revenue collec-
tion systems is more beneficial to his 
district council because its efficiency 
has made them target 130 percent rev-
enue collection this year compared 
to between 80 and 90 percent in the 

past years. 
“Because of the efficiency of this sys-

tem, we also see other benefits such 
as recovery of staff loans and various 
district levies,” Juma noted saying the 
technology has also allowed NMB to 
serve rural people hence advanc-
ing government’s financial inclusion 
agenda. 

On his part, Chato’s Mwaiteleke said 
the impacts NMB innovation is deliv-
ering financial services in the econ-
omy are increasingly being noticed 
citing the bank’s sustained corporate 
social investment when it recently 
donated 30m/- to back education and 
health sectors in his district. 

The Chato DED also lauded the 
bank for enabling his district’s over 
115 villages get formal banking ser-
vices through NMB Wakalas which 
has also helped stimulate economic 

LGA leaders praise 
bank for enhanced 
revenue collection, 
financial inclusion

NMB Bank Plc’s Chief of Retail Banking, Filbert Mponzi (C)  briefs Prime Minister, Kassim Majaliwa when the premier visited the bank’s booth at the ongoing ALAT annual general 
meeting in Mwanza. NMB Is the main sponsor of the meeting. Photo courtesy of NMB

RELIEF 

SINGAPORE

SINGAPORE has made its 
largest ever seizure of smug-
gled ivory, impounding a haul 
of nearly nine tonnes of contra-
band tusks from an estimated 
300 elephants, authorities said 
Tuesday.

The illegal cargo, discovered 

Monday in a container from 
the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo being shipped to 
Vietnam via Singapore, also in-
cluded a huge stash of pangolin 
scales — the third such seizure in 
as many months.

Officials said both the ivory 
and pangolin scales were in a 
container declared to be loaded 

with timber destined for Viet-
nam and passing through Singa-
pore, a major transhipment hub 
for global trade.

On inspection, authorities 
found 8.8 tonnes of elephant 
ivory, the National Parks Board, 
Customs and Immigration and 
Checkpoints Authority said in 
a joint statement. The ivory 

haul was valued at $12.9 million 
and is “the largest seizure of 
elephant ivory in Singapore to 
date,” it said, and was estimated 
to have come from 300 African 
elephants.

Also found in the container 
were 11.9 tonnes of pangolin 
scales and estimated to be 
worth about $35.7 million. The 

scales were estimated to have 
come from 2,000 of the mam-
mals. It was the third intercep-
tion by Singapore of smuggled 
pangolin scales since April and 
brought the total haul in just 
three months to 37.5 tonnes 
worth $112.5 million. Singapore 
said the seized items would be 
destroyed.

Pangolins, also known as 
scaly anteaters, are critically en-
dangered. They are the world’s 
most trafficked mammals be-
cause of their meat, which is 
considered a delicacy, and their 
scales, which some believe to 
have medicinal qualities.

Elephant ivory is coveted be-
cause it can be fashioned into 

items like combs, pendants 
and other exotic jewellery. The 
global trade in elephant ivory, 
with rare exceptions, has been 
outlawed since 1989 after the 
population of the African gi-
ants dropped from millions in 
the mid-20th century to around 
600,000 by the end of the 
1980s.

CONTRABAND 

Singapore makes its biggest ever illegal ivory seizure

NAIROBI

KENYA’S bid to import maize 
from the region may be still-
born given the shortage that 
has seen some of the countries 
such as Zambia and Malawi re-
strict white produce exports 
due to limited stocks.

Agriculture Secretary Mwan-
gi Kiunjuri told Parliament 
last week that the government 
plans to bring in produce from 
Common Market for Eastern 
and Southern Africa (Comesa) 
after shelving plans of shipping 
the produce from Mexico.

However, Eastern Africa 
Grain Council executive direc-
tor Gerald Masila says though 
there could be stocks in Tanza-
nia and Uganda, there is still a 
need to import outside the re-
gion, especially given that this 
year’s crop will not be good.

“It would be a good idea to al-
low a certain strategic quantity 

of imports outside the region 
for human use as well as some 
quantities for animal feeds,” he 
said. Mr Masila said the quanti-
ties should be highly controlled 
to ensure maize more than 
required is not brought in the 
country.

Kenya normally imports 
non-GMO maize from Zambia 
and Malawi in times of severe 
scarcity. However, Zambia has 
closed its borders on exports 
saying the limited stocks are 
meant for own use while Ma-
lawi suffered a severe drought 
and is currently mulling over 
imports from Brazil.

Zambian President Edgar 
Lungu issued the directive to 
close the border in April. In 
2010 and 2017, Zambia and Ma-
lawi played a key role in supple-
menting the local maize stocks 
following a severe shortage.

The Agriculture ministry last 
week said Tanzania and Ugan-
da had offered to supply Kenya 
with 5.5 million and 2.2 million 
bags of maize respectively. The 
standoff between the ministry 
and the Strategic Food Reserve 
(SFR) seems to have delayed 
the entire import process as po-
litical interests weighs in.

Whereas the ministry in-
sisted that the country needs 
to import 12.5 million bags of 
produce, the SFR board says 
there is only need to ship in 
two million bags. SFR chairman 
Noah Wekesa accused ‘cartels’ 
of only being interested in lin-
ing their pockets at the expense 
of the farmers, a statement that 
prompted an angry response 
from Mr Kiunjuri, who said he 
would have the last say on the 
matter. 

Kenya faced with maize imports 
hurdle as regional states halt sale

CRISIS 

Ivory room in Dar es Salaam. File photo

growth in the country.
Meanwhile, NMB has set aside over 500bn/- in 

support of different initiatives towards implemen-
tation of the government’s industrialization agenda. 
The amount was set aside last year in support of the 
agriculture sector which in 2015, was also allocated 
a similar amount.

Besides supporting industrialization and agricul-
ture, the bank has also expressed commitment to 
continue serving Small and Medium Enterprises 
(SMEs) which are widely present in different LGAs 
across the country with more than 600bn/- of a re-
volving fund being utilized by the group currently.

Briefing Prime Minister, Kassim Majaliwa when 
he visited the bank’s pavilion shortly before open-
ing ALAT’s 35th annual general meeting yesterday, 
NMB Chief of Retail Business, Filbert Mponzi said 
the bank targets to reach more SMEs with different 
products that will help them grow. 

“The bank is keen to dish out more funding in 
almost all strategic economic areas apart from 
SMEs and industrialization with agricultural in-
vestments equally topping the list,” Mponzi said. 

So far, he said over 700bn/- has been invested in 
the sector with the bank dishing out 40bn/- every 
month to different groups countrywide teaming 

up for small and medium scale agriculture pro-
ductivity. 

In response, the Premier applauded NMB bank 
for supporting government’s efforts in boosting 
revenue collection which has started showing 
impressive results especially at local government 
level.

“This is our bank, and we have to do business 
with our own bank, so it is through ourselves, in ag-
riculture, you are doing good from cotton, cloves, 
cashew nuts and other strategic crops,” said Majal-
iwa said while promising full government backing 
of the country’s largest commercial bank.

JOHANNESBURG 

KAREN Breytenbach, who 
oversaw the expansion of 
South Africa’s privately owned 
renewable energy projects, 
said she was asked to vacate 

her job about nine months be-
fore her contract expires. 

The Department of Energy 
and the Development Bank of 
South Africa asked her to leave 
her post as head of South Af-
rica’s Independent Power Pro-

ducers office, she said. “There 
was no reason,” she said in an 
interview. “They want to ap-
point someone else.”

Breytenbach has won sup-
port from prominent figures 
in the energy industry for a 

program that was seen as one 
of the world’s best in attract-
ing rapid investment in solar 
and wind power. “Since 2011 
she has overseen R209 bil-
lion ($15 billion) investment 
in 112 renewable energy pro-

jects,” said Antony Eberhard, 
a member of President Cyril 
Ramaphosa’s task team for 
the struggling national pow-
er utility Eskom, in a Twitter 
posting. “Zero corruption.”

Woman who championed SA renewable energy ousted

CHAMPIONSHIP 

Kenya’s Agriculture Cabinet  
Secretary Mwangi Kiunjuri
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Uchumi supermarket in Dar es Salaam before it closed shop in 2017. File photo

By Guardian Reporter

A NEW public secondary in Aru-
sha City has received corrugated 
iron sheets worth 15m/- from Mount 
Kilimanjaro Safari Club.

Mrisho Gambo Secondary School 
which is named after Arusha Region-
al Commissioner is currently under 
construction at Olasiti ward and is 
due for completion in September 
this year while the first intake will 
start in January 2020.

“The board of directors of MKSC 
decided to offer the corrugated 
sheets donation to this new school 
as part of our corporate social re-
sponsibility to support communities 
where we operate,” said George Ole 
Meing’erai, one of the company’s di-
rectors.

Mein’gerai said that his key part-
ner, Dennis Lebouteux and the en-
tire board of directors resolved to 
support education because they be-
lieve that it is an apt weapon of lib-
erating society while also making it 
productive.

Speaking after receiving the 
sheets, Arusha Regional Commis-
sioner, Mrisho Gambo paid glowing 

tribute to the Mount Kilimanjaro 
Safari Club for its generosity to back 
government’s efforts to improve 
quality of education in the country.

“This spirit is worth to be emu-
lated by other tour companies. 
They should pay-back to the society 
where they operate,” Gambo said as 
he pointed out that the new second-
ary school’s idea was conceived last 
year after nearly 10,000 students de-
layed to join form one, thanks to lack 
of classrooms in the city.

Now four months down the lane 
since the construction of the school 
kicked off, a total of eight classrooms, 
three laboratories two for sciences 
and one for computer are nearly 
completed. According to Elerai Divi-
sion Executive Officer, Titho Cholobi 
the project will be completed on 
schedule. “We expect that a 100 form 
one students will start learning here 
in January 2020,” Cholobi stated.

The donor company, MKSC is the 
pioneer carbon-neutral tour compa-
ny in East Africa after having rolled 
out the first 100 percent electric 
safari vehicle (e-car) in Serengeti 
National Park last year, as efforts to 
reduce pollution in the parks.

Safari Club in Arusha presents 
15m/- roofing sheets to school

GENEROSITY 

Tertius Carstens (left), CEO of Pioneer Foods, and Eugene Willemsen, CEO, PepsiCo Sub-Saharan Africa

One of the world’s biggest firms 
wants to buy a local food giant

ACQUISITION 

JOHANNESBURG 

WHILE South Africa’s politics 
may be in turmoil, the long-suf-
fering economy caught a couple 
of breaks this week: A 25 basis-
point interest rate cut – the first 
in more than a year while Ford 
announced that it would add 
1,200 more jobs at its Silverton 
plant outside Pretoria.

And on Friday came the news 
that world’s third biggest food 
and drink company is making 
one of its largest investments 
ever outside of the US in South 
Africa. PepsiCo wants to buy 
Pioneer Foods, which owns ma-
jor brands like Sasko, Spekko, 
Liqui-Fruit, Ceres, and Bokomo. 
Apart from Pepsi, the US gi-
ant owns Mountain Dew, Lay’s, 
Gatorade, Tropicana, 7 Up, Dor-
itos, Quaker Foods and Fritos.

The deal is of much greater 
significance than the R24 bil-
lion PepsiCo will spend on buy-
ing Pioneer, says Schalk Louw, 
a portfolio manager at PSG 
Wealth. “It sends a message that 
one of the largest companies in 
the world has faith in South Af-

rican Incorporated,” says Louw.
It is hugely promising that a 

massive American company 
would do one of its biggest deals 
outside of the US in South Africa 
– it must mean that it is taking a 
positive view on the long-term 
prospects of the country, says 
Henry Biddlecombe, an analyst 
with Anchor Capital.

Two years ago, there were ru-
mours that an international com-
pany – very likely PepsiCo – was 
considering buying Pioneer. But 
it was apparently scared off by a 
succession of credit rating down-
grades and the political turmoil of 
the Zuma era. Now it’s back, and 
this time Pioneer is a much bigger 
bargain.

In 2017, Pioneer was a R45 bil-
lion company – it shrank to R15 
billion this year amid a perfect 
storm that wreaked havoc on 
its profitability. Rocketing maize 
prices, tough competition in the 
bread market, and embattled con-
sumers have hurt Pioneer.

Here’s what the takeover 
could mean

The SA economy may be close 

to a turning point. It’s still very 
early days, but the PepsiCo deal 
does signal that the local market 
may be nearing the bottom of a 
very difficult period, says Damon 
Buss, equity analyst at Electus.

Pepsico is paying a 56% pre-
mium to Pioneer’s share price 
before the deal, so it is clear they 
see substantial value in what lies 
ahead, Buss added. He believes 
SA consumers will remain under 
pressure for the rest of this year, 
but 2020 should bring relief. More 
SA companies could become take-
over targets. Some companies in 
South Africa are currently aston-
ishingly cheap, Biddlecombe says.

Louw expects more South Afri-
can companies to become takeo-
ver targets, particularly in the 
food sector, where companies are 
cheap after a nightmare period 
of drought, a rocketing rand, sky-
high fuel prices, and depressed 
household spending.

Recently, the Israeli firm Cen-
tral Bottling announced its plans 
for a takeover of local diary gi-
ant Clover. (The deal has hit a 
stumbling block after protests 
from a pro-Palestine group, but 

Arusha Regional Commissioner, Mrisho Gambo (C) receives corrugated iron sheets from the Mount Kilimanjaro Safari Club (MKSC)’s director, George Ole Meing’erai in Arusha yesterday. 
Photo: courtesy of MKSC.

NAIROBI

FRAUDULENT suppliers colluded with 

Uchumi employees to fleece the retailer 

through fictitious claims that contributed 

to its collapse, the supermarket chain has 

told the High Court.

Court papers filed in Uchumi’s fight with 

one of its suppliers have revealed how the 

fraud was propagated by the retailer’s em-

ployees, suppliers and distributors. The 

Nairobi Securities Exchange listed Uchumi, 

in an ongoing case against one of its sup-

pliers Smart Brands Ltd, says it unearthed 

the widespread fraud in an audit done by 

financial consulting firm KPMG.

“As a result of the audit, it was discovered 

that a large quantity of goods from various 

suppliers were neither ordered for and or 

delivered at our stores and thus became 

necessary to ascertain what goods were 

ordered and supplied by Smart Brands 

whilst simultaneously verifying the Local 

Purchase Orders,” says Uchumi in court 

papers.

Book-cooking scheme

Uchumi, which is fighting a liquidation 

application by its creditors, has recanted 

an earlier admission of Sh16 million debt 

owed to Smart Brands Ltd, claiming there 

is a likelihood the supplier benefited from 

a book cooking scheme in which employ-

ees recorded supply of goods that did not 

reach its warehouses.

Smart Brands Ltd had sued Uchumi in 

2016 for the debt, and the retailer had ad-

mitted to owing Sh16,598,891.61. In March 

2017, however, the retailer made an about-

turn in an application it filed seeking to be 

allowed to recant the admission of debt on 

the strength of the KPMG audit report.

Smart Brands wants the Chief Magis-

trate’s Court to enter a judgment against 

the retailer, arguing that the debt has been 

pending as far back as 2011. But in a quick 

rejoinder, Uchumi stated that it had filed 

an application seeking to withdraw the 

statement of admission and file its defence, 

after conducting the audit by KPMG.

“The proposed defence raises triable 

issues worthy of consideration by the 

court and the application by Smart Brands 

should be stopped until our defence and 

supporting documents are filed,” Uchumi 

pleaded.

Real dispute

According to Uchumi, the defence it has 

filed will enable the court determine the 

real dispute between the parties and will 

not prejudice the fair trial of the matter be-

fore court. The retailer says that if the ap-

plication by Smart Brands is heard first, it 

(Uchumi) will be condemned unheard.

The Chief Magistrate’s Court was per-

suaded by the arguments advanced by 

Uchumi and on November 24, 2017 al-

lowed Uchumi’s request to have its defence 

argued first before the application by 

Smart Brands.

Smart Brands now wants the High Court 

to overturn the orders, saying the magis-

trate court allowed Uchumi to withdraw its 

statement of admission, when there is no 

provision in law that allows the withdrawal 

of admission, especially when it has been 

filed in court.

“To make matters worse, Uchumi made 

no application and or expressed prayer 

to withdraw their statement of defence,” 

Smart Brands says in its appeal papers.

BLAME-GAME 

Uchumi blames employees, fake suppliers for its collapse

should mean lower prices and better 
products.

Also, PepsiCo will almost certainly 
use the Pioneer Foods distribution 
network to launch some of its prod-
ucts in South African supermarkets, 
says Louw. This means more prod-
ucts for consumers to choose from, 
and also more price competition. 
PepsiCo may use its massive balance 
sheet to spend money on promotions 
establish its new products locally, 
thinks Buss.

More manufacturing in South 
Africa

In its statement on the planned 
deal, PepsiCo says Pioneer offers it a 
solid beachhead for expansion into 
Sub-Saharan Africa by boosting its 
manufacturing capabilities. This im-
plies that more of its products could 
be made locally.

“We think Pepsico is seeing the 
transaction primarily as an oppor-
tunity to expand into Africa, using 
South Africa as a launch pad,” says 
Buss. Will Pepsico also ramp up ex-
ports of Pioneer’s South African 
brands – including Liquifruit and 
Ceres – to overseas markets? Buss 
doesn’t think so. “The global bever-
age market is notoriously competi-
tive.”

However, given that Pepsico is 
shifting to healthier snacks, the glob-
al giant may be interest in Pioneer’s 
dried-fruit brand Safari, and some of 
its Bokomo rusk and biscuit brands, 
for overseas expansion.

could still go ahead.)
Tiger Brands – SA’s biggest branded food 

company – could also be a target, given that 
its share price has halved over the past year, 
Louw said. The company was hit by the lis-
teriosis crisis, which killed more than 180 
people in South Africa.

Consumers could get more products, at 
lower prices

“Pepsico is likely going to shake up the 
consumer market,” predicts Buss. Under 
former CEO Phil Roux, Pioneer made some 
progress to move away from basic commodi-

ties (maize meal, bread) to higher-margin 
branded products. But when Roux left the 
company in 2017, the current management 
seemingly struggled to progress, says Buss.

Now PepsiCo will use its considerable glob-
al know-how to boost Pioneer Foods grocer-
ies brands to a new level, which will mean 
trouble for Tiger Brands, owner of competi-
tor brands like Albany, Ace, and Tastic.

Add to that an increasingly aggressive Lib-
star, which owns Lancewood, Denny and 
produces food under the Woolworths and 
Pick n Pay labels, and competition in con-
sumer products is expected to heat up. This 
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How a growing Chinese community found a home away from home in the UAE
DUBAI

WHEN Fan Wenjun boarded an almost empty plane to 

Dubai on Valentine’s Day in 2005, he did not take it as a good 

sign.

Dubai was still an unusual destination for Chinese tourists 

and entrepreneurs. Passengers on the Emirates flight from 

Shanghai were few and they stretched themselves out on the 

empty seats to sleep.

“It was a big plane and there were only maybe 100 pas-

sengers,” said Mr Fan, who was then 23. “So I was thinking, 

what of this city? At that time I didn’t have information about 

Dubai and it was expensive to go online and search. A lot of 

people told me the Middle East was unsafe.”

Instead, he found a city not unlike his native Shanghai, 

met his wife and became an entrepreneur. Mr Fan is one of 

more than 200,000 Chinese residents who call the Emirates 

home. With increasing trade between China and the UAE, 

their numbers are set to grow.

This week, Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed, Crown Prince of 

Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the Armed 

Forces, arrived in Beijing for a three-day tour of China and 

talks with President Xi Jinping. 

China is the UAE’s second-largest trading partner. There 

are about 6,000 Chinese companies operating in the Emir-

ates and entrepreneurs such as Mr Fan have helped forge 

closer relations.

Fan Wenjun left China for Dubai on Valentine’s Day 2005 and has found love 
and prosperity in the Emirates. 
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1 0 : 0 0  Wa t o t o  w e t u

1 0 : 3 0    I g i z o :  A h a d i 

1 0 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

11 : 0 0  K i m y a  M i l e l e

11 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 2 : 0 0    A l  J a z e e r a

1 2 : 3 0  J u n g u  k u u  r p t

1 2 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 3 : 0 0  M j u e  Z a i d i

1 3 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 4 : 0 0    Te l e n o v e l a :  D e s t i n y  ( D e s -
t i n o )

1 4 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 5 : 0 0    M e z a  H u r u

1 6 : 3 0  Wa t o t o  We t u  

1 7 : 0 0  T h e  B a s e  

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u  

1 8 : 1 0  A i b u  y a k o  r p t

1 8 : 1 5    M a p i s h i  r p t

1 8 : 3 0  K e s h o  L e o

1 9 : 0 0  A f y a  y a  J a m i i   

1 9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o   

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 5  D a k i k a  4 5 

2 2 : 0 0  I n s t a  B e t 

2 2 : 1 5  S e r i e s :  I r i s

2 3 : 0 0    H a b a r i

2 3 : 3 0    T h e  B a s e

0 0 : 3 0  A l  J a z e e r a  

0 2 : 0 0  C N N  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

T U E S D AY  2 3  J u l y

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H a b a r i   

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 3 0  H A B A R I  

8 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  M i c h e z o

8 : 5 5      H a b a r i  z a  s a a

9 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  K i s h i n d o

9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o 

9 : 5 5      H a b a r i  z a  s a a  

1 0 : 0 0  Wa t o t o  w e t u

1 0 : 3 0    S h a m s h a m  z a  p w a n i

1 0 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a   

11 : 0 0    S h a m s h a m  z a  p w a n i

11 : 2 5    I g i z o :  M t e g o

11 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 2 : 0 0    A l  J a z e e r a   

1 2 : 3 0  A f y a  y a  j a m i i  r p t

1 2 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 3 : 0 0  U c h u m i  n a  b i a s h a r a

1 3 : 3 0    S h a m b a  l u l u  r p t

1 3 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 4 : 0 0  S e r i e s  r p t :  I r i s 

1 4 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 5 : 0 0  M e z a  H u r u

1 6 : 3 0    Wa t o t o  w e t u

1 7 : 0 0  T h e  B a s e 

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u  

1 8 : 1 5  Yu  w a p i ?

1 8 : 3 0  K i p i n d i  M a a l u m :  E w u r a

1 9 : 0 0  J a r i d a  l a  w a n a w a k e

1 9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o   

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 0    Ta n z a n i a  y e t u

2 1 : 3 0  C h e t u  n i  c h e t u

2 2 : 1 5  Te l e n o v e l a :  D e s t i n y  ( D e s t i n o )

2 3 : 0 0    H a b a r i

2 3 : 3 0  T h e  B a s e

0 0 : 3 0  C N N  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

W E D N E S D AY 2 4  J u l y  

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H A B A R I  

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 3 0  H A B A R I  

8 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  M i c h e z o

9 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  K i s h i n d o

9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o 

9 : 5 5      H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 0 : 0 0    Wa t o t o  w e t u

1 0 : 3 0    K o r e a n :  T h e  G r e a t  q u e e n 
S e o n d u k 

1 0 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

11 : 0 0    K o r e a n : T h e  G r e a t  q u e e n -
S e o n d u k

11 : 1 5    J a g i n a

1 2 : 0 0    A l  J a z e e r a

1 2 : 3 0    J a r i d a  l a  w a n a w a k e  r p t

1 3 : 0 0    D a k i k a  4 5

1 4 : 0 0  S e r i e s  r p t 

1 5 : 0 0  M e z a  h u r u

1 6 : 3 0  Wa t o t o  We t u 

1 7 : 0 0  T h e  B a s e

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u 

1 8 : 1 5    M i z e n g w e  r p t  

1 8 : 3 0  I g i z o  r p t :  A h a d i

1 9 : 0 0  I j u e  S h e r i a

1 9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o   

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 0  A i b u  Ya k o !  H a t a 
w e w e ?  

2 1 : 1 0  K i p i n d i  M a a l u m :  Ta n e s c o

2 1 : 4 0  R i p o t i  M a a u m

2 2 : 1 5  S e r i e s :  I r i s 

2 3 : 0 0    H a b a r i

2 3 : 3 0  T h e  B a s e

0 0 : 3 0  A l  J a z e e r a   

2 : 0 0  C N N  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

T H U R S D AY  2 5  J u l y

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H A B A R I  

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 3 0  H A B A R I  

8 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  M i c h e z o

8 : 5 5      H a b a r i  z a  s a a

9 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  K i s h i n d o

9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o 

9 : 5 5      H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 0 : 0 0  Wa t o t o  w e t u

1 0 : 3 0    I g i z o :  K i v u k o

1 0 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

11 : 0 0    I g i z o :  K i v u k o

11 : 1 5  K i p i n d i  m a a l u m :  E w u r a

11 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 2 : 0 0    A l  j a z e e r a

1 2 : 3 0  I j u e  S h e r i a

1 2 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 3 : 0 0    S a n a a  n a  w a s a n i i 

1 3 : 3 0  Ta n z a n i a  y e t u

1 3 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 4 : 0 0  S e r i e s  r p t :  I r i s

1 4 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 5 : 0 0  M e z a  H u r u

1 6 : 3 0  Wa t o t o  We t u  

1 7 : 0 0  T h e  B a s e  

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u

1 8 : 1 5  M a p i s h i

1 8 : 3 0  J a g i n a

1 9 : 0 0  U s a f i r i  w a k o

1 9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 0  M a l u m b a n o  y a  h o j a

2 3 : 0 0  H a b a r i

2 3 : 3 0  T h e  B a s e

0 0 : 3 0  C N N  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

  

F R I D AY 2 6  J u l y

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H A B A R I  

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 3 0  H A B A R I  

8 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  M i c h e z o

8 : 5 5      H a b a r i  z a  s a a

9 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  K i s h i n d o

9 : 3 0      I s i d i n g o

9 : 5 5      H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 0 : 0 0    Wa t o t o  w e t u

1 0 : 3 0    H a w a v u m i  l a k i n i  w a m o

1 0 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

11 : 0 0    H a w a v u m i  l a k i n i  w a m o

11 : 3 0    U s a f i r i  w a k o

11 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 2 : 0 0    A l  J a z e e r a

1 2 : 3 0  K i p i n d i  M a a l u m  r p t :  Ta n e s c o

1 2 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 3 : 0 0  J a g i n a  r p t

1 3 : 3 0  C h e t u  n i  c h e t u  r p t

1 3 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 4 : 0 0    C h e t u  n i  c h e t u  r p t

1 4 : 1 5    S e r i e s  r p t :  I r i s 

1 4 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a  

1 5 : 0 0  M e z a  h u r u

1 6 : 3 0    Wa t o t o  w e t u

1 7 : 0 0    T h e  B a s e

1 7 : 3 0  I b a d a  y a  k i i s l a m u

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u

1 8 : 1 5    I g i z o :  M i z e n g w e

1 8 : 3 0  S h a m b a  l u l u

1 9 : 0 0  U c h u m i  n a  b i a s h a r a

1 9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 5  K i p i m a  j o t o

2 3 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 3 : 3 0  T h e  B a s e

0 0 : 3 0  C N N  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

S AT U R D AY  2 7  J u l y

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H A B A R I  

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

8 : 0 0  A l  J a z e e r a  

9 : 0 0  Wa t o t o  w e t u  

1 0 : 0 0  M j u e  Z a i d i  r p t

11 : 0 0  C h e t u  n i  c h e t u  r p t

11 : 3 0    U s a f i r i  w a k o

1 2 : 0 0  M a p i s h i

1 2 : 3 0  S e r i e s  r p t :  I r i s 

1 4 : 4 5  I g i z o  r p t :  K i v u k o

1 5 : 1 5  I g i z o  r p t :  A h a d i

1 5 : 4 5  I g i z o  r p t :  M i z e n g w e

1 6 : 0 0  I g i z o  r p t :  K i m y a  M i l e l e

1 6 : 3 0  I g i z o :  M t e g o  r p t  

1 7 : 0 0  S h a m s h a m  z a  P w a n i  

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u  

1 8 : 1 5  M a p i s h i

1 8 : 3 0  I g i z o :  A h a d i 

1 9 : 0 0  S a n a a  n a  w a s a n i i

1 9 : 3 0  J u n g u  K u u  

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 0  I g i z o :  K i m y a  M i l e l e

2 1 : 3 0  K e s h o  L e o

2 2 : 0 0  K i p i n d i  m a a l u m :  I n s t a  M o j a 

2 2 : 1 5  H a w a v u m i  l a k i n i  w a m o

2 3 : 0 0  I s i d i n g o  r p t   

0 1 : 3 0  C N N  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

 

S U N D AY 2 8  J u l y

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H A B A R I  

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 0 0  H a b a r i   

8 : 0 0  A l  j a z e e r a

0 9 : 0 0  Wa t o t o  We t u  

1 0 : 0 0  I s i d i n g o   

11 : 4 5  A i b u  Ya k o

11 : 5 0  H a w a v u m i  l a k i n i  w a m o 
r p t   

1 2 : 5 0  B o n g o  M o v i e  r p t :  Ta n z a n i t e

1 4 : 0 0  Ta m a s h a  l a  M i c h e z o 

1 5 : 0 0  M w a n g a z a  

1 6 : 0 0  K o r e a n  d r a m a :  T h e  g r e a t 
q u e e n  S e o n d u k

1 6 : 4 5  I g i z o :  A h a d i

1 7 : 3 0  K i p i n d i  c h a  k i k r i s t o

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u

1 8 : 1 5  M a p i s h i

1 8 : 3 0  M i z e n g w e  r p t

1 8 : 4 5    M a t u k i o  y a  w i k i

1 9 : 3 0  I g i z o :  M t e g o  

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 5  B i k o

2 1 : 1 0  M i z e n g w e   

2 1 : 3 0  M j u e  Z a i d i

2 2 : 1 5  B o n g o  M o v i e :  W h a t  i s  i t ?

0 0 : 3 0  S e r i e s  r p t :  I r i s

  

His story is typical. After working 

for the Chinese government in Dubai, 

he started a textile-trading business 

in Deira. When trade restrictions be-

tween Dubai and Iran tightened and 

the economy slowed, he closed the 

Deira company and opened a grocery, 

Panda Panda Supermarket, in Dragon 

Mart on the outskirts of Dubai.

It was the world’s largest Chinese 

trading hub outside mainland China 

and brought thousands of Chinese 

traders to Dubai when it opened in 

2004. They formed a Chinese com-

munity at the nearby International 

City residential development, opening 

Chinese restaurants and groceries with 

Mandarin signboards. 

After success in Dubai, many moved 

on to other Gulf states. Mr Fan awaits 

her return. If he had to do it all over, he 

would still chose Dubai. “I don’t think 

I would have met my wife anywhere 

else. China is so big.” Chen Xiaoyu 

came to Dubai about a decade after Mr 

Fan. She was 21, newly out of university, 

and expected luxury. By 2016, Dubai 

Littered cigarette butts 
are the most widespread 
man-made pollutant 

CONCERN 

PARIS

CIGARETTE butts left in 
grass and soil can harm near-
by plant growth, according to 
a new study. The study led by 
Anglia Ruskin University in 
Cambridge, England found 
that a cigarette butt can cut 
down the germination, or 
development, of plants, add-
ing to concerns about dis-
carded cigarette remnants as 
an under-acknowledged, but 
widespread, pollutant.

Cigarette butts cut down 
the germination success of 
grass by 10% and clover by 
27%, and the shoot length 
by 13% and 28%, respective-
ly, according to the study, 
which was published in 
the journal Ecotoxicology 
and Environmental Safety. 
Though plastic straws have 
dominated conversations for 
those looking to cut down 
on pollutants, cigarette butts 
are the most pervasive man-
made contaminant.

The BBC reports that the 
study says an estimated 4.5 
trillion butts are littered 
globally each year. Though 
it’s difficult to determine 
the amount of discarded 
cigarettes, estimates come 
from the 5.6 trillion ciga-
rettes that are manufactured 
worldwide each year, most 
of which are “dumped irre-
sponsibly,” according to NBC 
News.

The common ingredient in 
filters that spells danger for 
the environment comes in 
the form of cellulose acetate, 
a kind of plastic that takes 
at least a decade to decom-
pose. Researchers report-
edly took samples within the 
city of Cambridge, including 
some locations that had as 
many as 128 discarded ciga-
rette butts per square meter. 
The study reportedly found 
no difference between harm 
caused by smoked cigarettes 
and unsmoked cigarettes.

Due to the cigarette’s in-
herent harm to the environ-
ment that is in addition to 
any smoke it gives off, some 
environmental activists have 
pushed for cigarette filters to 
be banned all together.

Since the filters on ciga-
rettes don’t provide any 
health benefit and act exclu-
sively as a “marketing tool,” 
they should be banned to cut 
down on harm to the envi-
ronment, Thomas Novotny, 
a professor of public health 
at San Diego State University 
told NBC News in 2018 about 
the push.

However, a proposal for 
such a ban failed after being 
introduced by a California 
assemblyman and increas-
ingly strict laws on cigarette 
littering have struggled to 
make a mark on pollution in 
recent years.

was known as a city of wealth.

“Before coming I didn’t know 

too much what Dubai looked 

like,” said Ms Chen, who is now 

24. “I just knew it’s rich and fa-

mous.” She arrived with friends 

This photograph depicts countless cigarette butts in a public ash-
tray. The photograph was taken in the city of Courbevoie, in the 
department of Hauts-de-Seine, France.

who had registered with a recruit-

er at their university in Changsha 

city. 

“We all wanted a new chance to 

go to another country,” she said. 

“At that time I had lived 21 years in 

one city. I was really bored in the 

same place for 21 years.” Ms Chen 

landed work as a manager at a cur-

tain company in Dragon Mart.

It had already transformed from 

a wholesale centre into a typi-

cal UAE shopping mall: alongside 

Chinese machinery were Syrian 

furniture shops, carts of Lebanese 

sweets and olive oil, racks of Pal-

estinian thobes and abaya shops 

staffed by Bangladeshi and Filipi-

no clerks. A cinema and Carrefour 

were added.

When Ms Chen’s two-year visa 

expired, she renewed. Her best 

friend left within months. “She 

was working in Dragon Mart and it 

was boring,” said Ms Chen. In her 

spare time, Ms Chen goes to the 

spa, shops, cooks with roommates, 

or reads and paints at their villa in 

International City.

This was inconceivable for wom-

en 30 years ago, said Lulu Hong, a 

teacher who moved to the UAE in 

1992. She came with her husband, 

a Chinese government employee. 

She estimates Chinese expatriates 

then numbered about 1,000 and 

it was particularly difficult for Chi-

nese women under the age of 30 to 

secure a UAE visa.

Private sector work for any Chi-

nese nationals could be hard to 

come by. “I wanted to work but 

no company would hire Chinese 

in either shops or offices,” said 

Ms Hong, who is 51 and originally 

from Harbin.

“Now, everywhere you go, you 

can see Chinese staff in companies, 

in shopping malls, in every field.” 

As the UAE courts Chinese film-

makers, railway builders, agricul-

tural chemists and entrepreneurs, 

Chinese expatriates are set to leave 

their mark on the Emirates.

Microsoft to invest $1bn 
in Elon Musk’s OpenAI

OPTIMISM 

NEW YORK

MICROSOFT agreed to 
invest $1 billion in a part-
nership with research 
group OpenAI, gaining a 
prominent cloud-comput-
ing customer from the arti-
ficial intelligence field.

OpenAI, co-founded 
by Elon Musk and other 
wealthy Silicon Valley en-
trepreneurs, will use Micro-
soft’s Azure cloud services 
to train and run the group’s 
AI software. The two will 
also jointly develop super-
computing technology, and 
Microsoft will be OpenAI’s 

preferred partner to com-
mercialise its creations, the 
companies said in a state-
ment on Monday. 

OpenAI started in 2015 
with much fanfare. Indus-
try luminaries including 
Musk and Peter Thiel com-
mitted at least $1 billion to 
the non-profit to build AI 
that could match or im-
prove on the technology 
being developed by tech 
giants such as Google, Face-
book and Microsoft. How-
ever, Musk said he left Ope-
nAI’s board last year over 
disagreements about some 
of the group’s plans. 
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WORLD

LONDON

BORIS Johnson, the Brexiteer who 
has promised to lead Britain out of the 
European Union with or without a deal 
by the end of October, will replace The-
resa May as prime minister after win-
ning the leadership of the Conservative 
Party yesterday.

His convincing victory catapults the 
United Kingdom towards a showdown 
with the EU and towards a constitu-
tional crisis at home, as British law-
makers have vowed to bring down any 
government that tries to leave the bloc 
without a divorce deal.

Johnson, the face of the 2016 Brexit 
referendum, won the votes of 92,153 
members of the Conservative party, al-
most twice the 46,656 won by his rival, 
Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt.

May will leave office today after go-
ing to Buckingham Palace to see Queen 
Elizabeth, who will formally appoint 
Johnson before he enters Downing 

Street.
“We are going to get Brexit done on 

Oct. 31, and we are going to take advan-
tage of all the opportunities it will bring 
in a new spirit of ‘can do’,” Johnson, 55, 
said after the result was announced.

“Like some slumbering giant, we are 
going to rise and ping off the guy-ropes 
of self-doubt and negativity.”

Johnson said the mantra of his lead-
ership campaign had been to “deliver 
Brexit, unite the country and defeat 
(opposition Labour leader) Jeremy 
Corbyn - and that is what we are going 
to do”.

Within half an hour of his victory, U.S. 
President Donald Trump had tweeted 
his congratulations, adding: “He will be 
great!”.

The men have recently been compli-
mentary about each other - yet Trump 
is one of the many world leaders, in-
cluding Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and Turkish President Tayyip 
Erdogan, about whom Johnson has 

Britain’s new 
leader Johnson 
vows to get 
Brexit done previously made derogatory remarks. In 2015, 

he accused Trump, then a candidate for office, of 
“stupefying ignorance” that made him unfit to be 
president.

The victory for one of Britain’s most flamboyant 
politicians places an avowed Brexit supporter in 
charge of the government for the first time since 
the United Kingdom voted to leave the EU in the 
shock 2016 referendum.

But Johnson - known for his ambition, untidy 
blond hair, flowery oratory and cursory com-
mand of policy detail - takes office at one of the 
most tumultuous junctures in post-World War 
Two British history.

The pound has fallen sharply in recent weeks 
on fears of a no-deal Brexit, and stands near $1.24 
GBP=D3, around its lowest level for two years. 
With Johnson’s win already priced in, it was little 
changed yesterday

DIVIDED KINGDOM

The 2016 Brexit referendum showed a United 
Kingdom divided about much more than the 
European Union, and has fuelled soul-searching 
about everything from regional secession and im-
migration to capitalism, the legacy of empire, and 
modern Britishness.

Brexit, which has already toppled two Conserv-

ative prime ministers, will dominate.
Johnson has pledged to negotiate a new Brexit 

divorce deal with the EU to secure a smooth tran-
sition out of the EU before Oct. 31. But if the bloc 
refuses, as it insists it will, he has promised to 
leave anyway - “do or die” - on the current agreed 
date of Oct. 31 - Halloween.

It is a step that many investors and economists 
say would send shock waves through world mar-
kets and tip the world’s fifth largest economy into 
recession or even chaos.

The EU said a no-deal Brexit would be a trag-
edy for both parties but again said the withdrawal 
deal was not up for negotiation.

“We look forward to working constructively 
with PM Johnson when he takes office, to facilitate 
the ratification of the withdrawal agreement and 
achieve an orderly Brexit,” tweeted the bloc’s ne-
gotiator, Michel Barnier.

A Brexit without a divorce deal would also 
weaken London’s position as the pre-eminent 
international financial centre while jolting the 
northern European economy.

Johnson’s Conservatives have no majority in 
parliament and need the support of 10 lawmak-
ers from Northern Ireland’s Brexit-backing Demo-
cratic Unionist Party to govern.

      Agencies

KAMPALA

UGANDA has urged local construc-
tion companies to build capacity in a 
bid to reap from the 15-20 billion U.S. 
dollars investment that will be gener-
ated by the development of the oil and 
gas sector over the next three years.

Monica Azuba Ntege, minister of 
works and transport, in a statement is-
sued here on Monday by the Petroleum 
Authority of Uganda (PAU), said engi-
neers should be prepared to tap into 
the upcoming construction phase by 
international oil companies.

 The minister said civil works and 

provision of available construction ma-
terials are ring-fenced for Ugandans. 
She was speaking at a meeting called 
to sensitize engineers and building con-
tractors about the opportunities in the 
oil and gas sector.

The meeting organized by PAU in 
partnership with other government 
agencies, was part of efforts to prepare 
local firms for the development phase 
of the oil and gas sector with planned 
construction of the East African Crude 
Oil Pipeline (EACOP), oil refinery, 
among others. EACOP will run from the 
oil fields in western Uganda to the Tan-
zanian seaport of Tanga.

Ntege urged professionals, contrac-
tors, manufacturers and suppliers with 
the necessary competencies and ca-
pacity to extend their sphere of influ-
ence and explore the opportunities.   

Ernest Rubondo, Executive Direc-
tor of PAU, said experience from oil 
producing countries across the world 
shows that for the oil and gas sector 
to spur inclusive growth, deliberate 
efforts have to be made to enable the 
benefits from the sector reach the wid-
er population.

Rubondo said this can only be 
achieved through growing the partici-
pation of Ugandans and Ugandan enti-

ties in the provision of goods and ser-
vices to the sector. 

“The construction and engineering 
subsector of the economy is one of 
the areas which has a very significant 
potential to benefit from the develop-
ment of the country’s oil and gas sector. 
This is especially so because the con-
struction and engineering subsector 
provides opportunities for high value 
participation of Uganda entities,” he 
said. 

He said potential local suppliers will 
be empowered with knowledge on 
the construction and engineering re-
quirements for the oil and gas sector 

in terms of quantities, scope, timelines 
and standards.

Robert Kasande, permanent secre-
tary ministry of energy and mineral de-
velopment, said local companies need 
to comply with the required standards 
or risk missing out on the opportuni-
ties once the Final Investment Decision 
(FID) is taken. 

FID is the detailed plan which an oil 
company will follow to develop an oil 
field. “FID will surely be taken. It may 
be tomorrow or the other day but 
whatever time it comes, we should 
prepare and ensure that whatever you 
take from here, you put into practice.

 That way, when time for bidding 
comes, you are ready to participate,” 
Kasande said. Andrew Kasekende, a Di-
rector at ICS Engineering and Environ-
ment Limited, which is working with 
United Kingdom-based Worley on the 
Resettlement Action Plan for the EA-
COP, said there are several challenges 
that hinder local companies from get-
ting contracts.

 “From experience, the major chal-
lenges faced by local companies are 
lack of awareness of oil and gas stand-
ards, high cost of capital, and business 
uncertainty after investment,” he said.

   Xinhua

NAIROBI

KENYA’S Finance Minister Henry 
Rotich pleaded not guilty yester-
day to corruption charges over 
the award of two dam tenders, a 
day after his detention in an un-
precedented move against a sitting 
minister in a country notorious for 
graft. 

Rotich and other senior offi-
cials are accused of conspiring to 

defraud the public, among other 
charges. 

Dressed in a suit and tie and 
standing next to his number two 
at the ministry, Principal Secretary 
Kamau Thugge, Rotich denied the 
charges as they were read out to 
him by prosecutors before a packed 
anti-corruption court in Nairobi. 

The charges against Rotich stem 
from a police investigation into the 
misuse of funds in two dam projects 

planned for the west of the country, 
overseen by Italian construction 
company CMC Di Ravenna. 

Kenya will also seek the extradi-
tion of Paolo Porcelli, the Italian 
director of CMC di Ravenna, to face 
charges, the director of public pros-
ecutions told Reuters on Tuesday. 

“We have the Italian individual, 
he has not managed to present 
himself so we will be seeking for his 
extradition to come and face the 
charges here in Kenya. We will also 
issue an international arrest war-
rant,” Noordin Haji said. 

CMC di Ravenna has denied any 
wrongdoing. 

In a statement on Monday, the 
company said it had not been in-
formed of “any official communica-

tion from the Kenyan authorities... 
CMC is certain of the correctness 
of the work of the company and 
its representatives, both in Italy 
and abroad”.  The two dams were 
budgeted to cost 46 billion shillings 
(US$446 million) but the treasury 
borrowed 63 billion instead, Haji 
said on Monday, needlessly ratch-
eting up Kenya’s ballooning public 
debt, which stands at around 55% 
of GDP.            Agencies

Kenya’s finance minister pleads not guilty to corruption charges

China’s goods trade with B&R 

countries surpasses $6 trln 

THE volume of goods trade between China and coun-
tries and regions along the Belt and Road (B&R) surpassed 
over $6 trillion from 2013 to 2018, the National Devel-
opment and Reform Commission (NDRC) of China an-
nounced on April 18.

Upholding the principle of extensive consultation, joint 
contribution and shared benefits, China has achieved re-
markable progress in promoting the B&R construction 
over the past six years.

To date, China has signed over 170 cooperative docu-
ments with more than 150 international organizations and 
countries, including developed and developing countries.

Many firms and financial institutions from developed 
countries also partnered with China to explore the third-
party markets.

Infrastructure connectivity was a highlight of the B&R 
construction. Projects including the China-Laos Railway, 
China-Thailand Railway, Jakarta-Bandung High-speed Rail-
way, Hungary-Serbia Railway, Gwadar Port, Hambantota 
Port, and Khalifa Port are smoothly progressing.

As of the end of this March, China-Europe freight trains, 
connecting China with 50 cities in 15 foreign countries, 
have made more than 14,000 trips.

A series of trade connectivity projects, including the 
China-Belarus Industrial Park and the China-Egypt Suez 
Economic and Trade Cooperation Zone, are seeing steady 
progress.

In terms of financial connectivity, China has signed cur-
rency swap agreements with over 20 countries along the 
B&R, formed RMB clearing arrangements with 7 countries, 
and established a capacity development center with the 
International Monetary Fund.

In addition, a series of achievements were made in sci-
entific and technological exchanges, educational coop-
eration, cultural tourism, green development, and foreign 
aid, largely enhancing people-to-people bond.

The NDRC introduced that China will give play to the 
role of enterprises as major market entities and the guid-
ing role of the government based on market rules and 
international norms, and implement the outcomes to be 
achieved by the upcoming second Belt and Road Forum 
for International Cooperation (BRF).

The forum will further build consensus, promote con-
nectivity construction, enhance international capacity co-
operation and expand third-market cooperation, aiming 
to bring about a high quality Belt and Road cooperation.

    People’s Daily

South Korea fired 360 warning shots 

toward Russian aircraft, says media

MOSCOW

SOUTH Korean 
fighter jets fired about 
360 warning shots 
towards a Russian 
warplane that had al-
legedly entered the 
country’s airspace, 
the Yonhap news 
agency reported yes-
terday, citing South 
Korea’s Joint Chiefs of 
Staff.

According to the 
news agency, the 
South Korean Air 
Force fired a total of 
20 flares and about 
360 warning shots 
towards the Russian 
warplane from a dis-
tance of around one 
kilometer. The inci-
dent occurred over 
the Liancourt Rocks 

located in the Sea of 
Japan.

The South Korean 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 
alleged earlier on 
Tuesday that three 
Russian and two Chi-
nese warplanes had 
violated the country’s 
air defense identifi-
cation zone over the 
Liancourt Rocks, con-
tested by Tokyo. In 
response, South Ko-
rea’s F-15 fighters were 
scrambled and fired 
warning shots.

South Korea’s air 
defense identification 
zone includes not 
only the country’s air-
space but also a seg-
ment of international 
airspace. 

The South Korean 
military demands 

that aircraft give early 
warnings about plans 
to enter the zone. If an 
aircraft fails to do so, 
warplanes are scram-
bled to intercept it 
even if the country’s 
airspace is not vio-
lated.

The Russian De-
fense Ministry repeat-
edly points out that 
the Airspace Force 
conducts flights in ac-
cordance with inter-
national rules. 

Yesterday, the min-
istry said that two Rus-
sian Tupolev Tu-95MS 
strategic bombers had 
not violated other 
countries’ airspace 
during their sched-
uled flight above the 
neutral waters of the 
Sea of Japan.

Uganda urges local companies to prepare for oil, gas projects

ARUSHA

THE East African Community (EAC) has urged partner 
states to increase risk and crisis communication measures to 
keep out Ebola fever.

Michael Katende, the acting Head of Health at the EAC Sec-
retariat, on Monday called on partner states to strongly en-
gage the communities in the border regions and traders and 
trade associations in risk and crisis communication meas-
ures. “This is particularly important, as most of the border 
line is porous and difficult to control,” Katende said.”Informal 
and formal traders need to know the risk and be able to take 
informed decisions to minimize it and to actively take precau-
tions,” he said.

EAC partner states have put in place precautionary meas-
ures to stop the spread of Ebola virus disease (EVD), into the 
EAC region, he said. 

“This includes vaccinating frontline health workers, 
screening all travellers at points of entry including airports 
and training the first responders in case of an outbreak. How-
ever, these measures might not be sufficient,” he said.

The official expressed concern about EVD spreading into 
South Sudan with its still rather weak health system, calling 
upon the partner states to increase risk and crisis communi-
cation by involving community, religious and other leaders 
and the media in public awareness rising.  

At the same time, the EAC Secretariat calls upon traders 
and trade associations and those travelling across the border 
with DRC to take extra precaution, as the EVD threat is real.  

 “All people crossing the border should cooperate with im-
migration, health and security officials who are conducting 
screening at the points of entry and should strictly follow 
their advice. 

Frontline health workers and members of the affected 
communities should accept to be vaccinated against EVD for 
their own protection and to help prevent the further spread 
of EVD,” he said.

The EAC secretariat official also urged people in the affect-
ed regions to avoid unnecessary body to body contact as this 
is the main way of disease transmission. 

“The public should be vigilant and immediately inform the 
nearest health workers when spot a person with signs of EVD 
which are: fever, severe headache, body weakness, fatigue, 
diarrhea, vomiting, and unexplained hemorrhage (bleeding 
or bruising) from various body outlets like the nose, ears and 
mouth,” he said.

               Xinhua

EAC urges steps to keep out Ebola

Boris Johnson speaks after being announced as Britain’s next Prime Minister at The Queen Elizabeth II centre in 
London, Britain  yesterday. REUTERS

SAN JUAN 

Police in San Juan fired tear gas on Monday night to 
disperse thousands of protesters demanding Puerto 
Rico’s governor resign over offensive chat messages, 
the latest scandal to hit a bankrupt island struggling 
to recover from 2017 hurricanes.

Police moved in at around 11 pm to break up pro-
testers still on the streets of San Juan’s old city follow-
ing day-long demonstrations by hundreds of thou-
sands of residents, according to tweets and videos 
from the scene.

Governor Ricardo Rosselló on Sunday said he 
would not seek re-election next year and would step 
down as head of the New Progressive Party but the 
concessions failed to appease demonstrators, who 
called for him to immediately surrender the gover-
norship.

The island’s largest newspaper called on the first-
term governor to leave office and reported over 
500,000 protesters took to the streets of San Juan.

US President Donald Trump also blasted the 
40-year-old governor, who is affiliated with the US 
Democratic Party.

“He’s a terrible governor,” Trump said at the White 
House on Monday, after feuding with Rosselló in 
2017 over the speed and scale of the federal response 
to Hurricane Maria.

“You have totally grossly incompetent leadership 
at the top of Puerto Rico,” he said.

In San Juan, demonstrators dressed in black T-
shirts filled the city’s largest highway and marched 
in the pouring rain with celebrities like Ricky Martin 
and Reggaeton star Daddy Yankee in the 10th day of 
sometimes violent protests.

“In Puerto Rico we don’t follow dictators. It’s time 
for you to go,” a drenched Martin, 47, the target of 
homophobic messages in Rossello’s chats, told 
cheering crowds.

Despacito singer Daddy Yankee was among pro-
testers who headed to San Juan’s old city where they 
demonstrated in front of police and orange plastic 
barriers near the governor’s official residence, a 
mansion known as “The Fortress.”        Agencies

Puerto Rico: Teargas fired at protesters seeking governor exit
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HONG KONG
HONG KONG Special Administrative 

Region (HKSAR) Chief Executive Carrie 
Lam strongly condemned the violent 
acts of storming the Liaison Office of 
the Central People’s Government in the 
HKSAR at a press meeting on Monday.

The HKSAR government will seri-
ously follow up on and deal with the 
violent acts in accordance with the law, 
Lam said, adding that the HKSAR gov-
ernment must strongly condemn the 
series of violent acts that broke out af-
ter a parade ended on Sunday.

Noting that some radical demonstra-
tors besieged and stormed the liaison 
office building, and defaced the nation-
al emblem, Lam said such acts blatant-
ly challenged national sovereignty and 
touched the bottom line of the princi-
ple of “one country, two systems.”

And they hurt the national sentiment 
and aroused indignation of people in 
the HKSAR, she added.

Lam also strongly condemned the 
violent acts which occurred in Yuen 
Long of Hong Kong’s New Territories, 
saying that the HKSAR government 
will also spare no effort to investigate, 
follow up on and deal with them in ac-
cordance with the law.

Hong Kong is a society with rule of 
law and will not tolerate any violent 
acts, she noted, saying violence is not a 
solution to any problem; violence will 
only breed more violence, and at the 
end of the day, the whole of Hong Kong 
and the people will suffer.

The chief executive called on people 
from all walks of life to uphold the rule 
of law and say no to violence.

   Xinhua

WASHINGTON 

WHEN Robert Mueller testifies to the 
U.S. Congress today, Democratic law-
makers are expected to try to pin down 
the former special counsel on a crucial 
question: did he intend for them to 
carry on where he left off in his investi-
gation of President Donald Trump and 
the Russians?

As Democrats craft their agenda 
heading into the 2020 elections in 
which the Republican president is 
seeking a second four-year term, they 
will be eager to hear from Mueller 
about the findings of his 22-month in-
quiry before deciding how they should 
tackle its unanswered questions.

It is unclear how cooperative Mueller, 
a 74-year-old former FBI director and 
federal prosecutor, will be and whether 
he will stray far from the text of his 448-
page report on the investigation, which 
Trump’s Justice Department released 
only in redacted form in April.

The report found that Russia inter-
fered with a campaign of hacking and 
propaganda in the 2016 presidential 
election to boost Trump’s candidacy. It 
found that people in Trump’s election 
campaign had numerous contacts with 
Russians. But it concluded there was in-
sufficient evidence to establish a crimi-
nal conspiracy between Trump’s team 
and Moscow.

The report also described numer-
ous instances in which Trump tried to 
impede Mueller’s inquiry, but made no 
judgment on whether that amounted 
to criminal obstruction of justice by the 
president.

Mueller is due to testify before two 
Democratic-controlled House of Rep-
resentatives committees.

Here are some of the lines of ques-
tioning that lawmakers may pursue 
with Mueller, according to congression-
al aides and committee members.

MUELLER AND BARR
Democrats are expected to ask 

whether Mueller was told to end his 
investigation by Attorney General Wil-
liam Barr, a Trump appointee who they 
have accused of acting to protect the 
president.

They will want to hear Mueller’s 
views on how Barr presented the re-
port as an exoneration of Trump and 
Barr’s conclusion after receiving the re-
port that the president did not commit 
obstruction of justice. Democrats have 
accused Barr of deceptively spinning 
the report’s findings to protect his boss.

Mueller himself has criticized Barr’s 
initial public account of the report’s 
conclusions, saying in a letter that the 
attorney general did not fully capture 
the context, nature and substance of 
the investigation. Barr’s initial descrip-
tion of the conclusions was contained 
in a March 24 letter to Congress that 
prompted Trump to claim “complete 
and total exoneration.” The report was 
not released until April 18.

Republicans, in the minority in both 
committees that will hear from Muel-
ler, may look to underscore Barr’s ob-

struction determination to emphasize 
their view that the matter should be 
dropped.

House Democrats are deeply di-
vided over whether to launch the im-
peachment process set out in the U.S. 
Constitution for Congress to remove a 
president from office for “high crimes 
and misdemeanors.” Longstanding U.S. 
Justice Department policy bars crimi-
nal charges against a sitting president.

OBSTRUCTION AND CONGRESS
Democrats will be keen to pry out 

of Mueller any indication of whether 
his work on the obstruction issue was 
meant to furnish Congress with evi-
dence for subsequent investigations.

They are also expected to ask Mueller 
about passages in the report that stress 
the authority of Congress to protect the 
U.S. judicial system against corrupt acts 
by a president.

Trump has claimed that Mueller 
found “no collusion” with Russia. Re-
publicans have asserted that Mueller 
meant only for Congress to consider 
reforming laws concerning obstruction 
of justice.

The report describes a series of epi-
sodes relating to potential obstruction 
of justice by Trump, especially his ef-
forts to oust Mueller. The report said 
the special counsel sought to “preserve 
the evidence” in case of future investi-
gations.

The report stated that “if we had con-
fidence after a thorough investigation 
of the facts that the President clearly 
did not commit obstruction of justice, 
we would so state. ... Accordingly, while 
this report does not conclude that the 
President committed a crime, it also 
does not exonerate him.”

The two-part report’s section on ob-
struction refers to the corrupt exercise 
of presidential powers and the author-
ity of Congress to protect against ob-
structive acts.

One reference contains the Mueller 

team’s conclusion that Congress has 
the authority to impose obstruction-
of-justice statutes “on the president’s 
official conduct.” The report also con-
cludes with a curious reference to U.S. 
case law: “the protection of the crimi-
nal justice system from corrupt acts by 
any person - including the president 
- accords with the fundamental prin-
ciple of our government that ‘no per-
son in this country is so high that he is 
above the law.’”

NO CONSPIRACY?
Along with the claim of “no collu-

sion,” Trump and his Republican allies 
have said Mueller concluded there was 
“no conspiracy” between the presi-
dent’s campaign and Russia. That is 
not exactly what Mueller found. His 
report concluded that the investigation 
“did not establish” that the campaign 
engaged in a criminal conspiracy with 
Russia but that this “does not mean 
there was no evidence of those facts.”

The Mueller team said the inquiry 
did not assemble “a complete picture” 
of what occurred because of difficulties 
in obtaining admissible evidence and 
testimony. Trump himself refused to 
submit to a sit-down interview with the 
special counsel.

Several people affiliated with the 
Trump campaign lied to investigators 
or gave incomplete evidence. Others 
invoked their right against self-incrim-
ination under the U.S. Constitution’s 
Fifth Amendment. Some informa-
tion was subject to legal privilege and 
“screened” from investigators. Cam-
paign affiliates deleted communica-
tions or used encrypted phone apps 
that prevented long-term data reten-
tion.

As the Mueller report concluded: 
“given these identified gaps, the Office 
cannot rule out the possibility that the 
unavailable information would shed 
additional light on (or cast in a new 
light) the events described.” Agencies

What can Mueller tell US lawmakers 
that we do not already know?

KIGALI

 RWANDA has rolled out a pol-
icy designed to protect children 
from online risks and harms as 
ICT development bring children 
both benefits and potential risks.

Having come into force in July 
2019, the Rwanda Child Online 
Protection Policy is in response 
to risks of minors being exposed 
to unsuitable content on the in-
ternet such as indecent images, 
adult pornography, violence, risks 
of human trafficking and unwant-
ed sexual advances, according to 

Ministry of ICT and Innovation of 
Rwanda. 

Rwanda is among the countries 
with fast-growing ICT develop-
ment on the continent and the 
central African country has em-
braced ICT development across 
all sectors, Rwandan ICT minister 
Paula Ingabire told Xinhua re-
cently in a written interview after 
the policy came in to effect.

Internet penetration in Rwanda 
currently stands at over 52.1 per-
cent from 7 percent in 2011, and 
phone penetration has grown to 
over 80.6 percent currently from 

33 percent in 2010, according to 
the ministry of ICT.

The rapid growth of internet 
and phone penetration inevitably 
comes with general risks to children 
related to cyber bullying, online 
sexual exploitation, child trafficking, 
radicalization, blackmail and sex-
ting, said Ingabire, adding that there 
are moderate cases related to online 
risks to children that had been regis-
tered and investigated before. 

According to the policy brief, busi-
nesses are required to show proce-
dures and special considerations 
undertaken to ensure child safety 

and respect for children’s rights as 
they extend their online services 
into Rwanda. 

It also requires service providers 
to put in place mechanisms to iden-
tify and report upsetting or unsuit-
able content by having transparent 
and robust monitoring systems for 
all online services.

Under the policy, government 
would establish high level data pro-
tection, having specific provisions 
for children with world-class report-
ing and takedown mechanisms.

The takedown procedures shall 
apply to Internet service providers, 

communication service providers, 
entertainment and media industry, 
and deliberate effort shall be made 
to conduct surveillance of internet 
to detect content that is harmful to 
children.  

Access to host websites that fail to 
take down notified harmful or risk 
content would be legally blocked. 
The online policy to protect chil-
dren is “timely”, said Rajat Madhok, 
chief of Communication, Advocacy 
and Partnerships at the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
Rwanda.

The protection policy provides 

guidance on evidence generation 
as well as preventive and response 
mechanisms, he told Xinhua, say-
ing the threat of children being ex-
posed to unsuitable content online 
is real in Rwanda. 

  Over 45 percent of Rwanda’s 
population is under 18, according 
to UNICEF. Such a policy designed 
to protect them online is a welcome 
gesture as technology has become 
a powerful tool in shaping the be-
havior of children, said Jeannette 
Ishimwe, a parent of a primary six 
pupil.

The changing nature of the digi-

tal environment requires specific 
action to protect children, an in-
dustry expert of a Rwandan Inter-
net provider spoke on condition of 
anonymity.  

The policy brief estimated it 
would cost over 1.5 billion Rwandan 
francs (about 1.7 million U.S. dollars) 
on the enforcement of the policy 
over a period of 5 years.The govern-
ment would build capacity of law 
enforcement agencies in issues re-
lated to online children protection 
such as understanding offending 
behaviors, according to the minis-
ter.    Xinhua

Rwanda introduces policy to protect children from risks online amid fast ICT development

LUSAKA

THE African Union (AU) yesterday 
called on African countries to quickly 
put in place early warning systems to 
respond swiftly to effects of climate 
change.

Harsen Nyambe (pictured), AU 
Head of Environment, Climate 
Change, Water and Land Manage-
ment Commission said the continent 
has been reactive to effects of disas-
ters for a long time hence the need 
for systems to detect disasters early.

Speaking when he addressed a 
meeting of experts from the Com-
mon Market for Eastern and South-
ern Africa (COMESA) meeting to find 
solutions to the problem of climate 
change, the AU official said time has 
come for the region to put in place 
measures that will help in tackling 
emergency of disasters, according to 
state-run news agency, the Zambia 
News and Information Service.

According to him, early warning 
systems will help countries to plan 
properly on how to deal with disas-
ters.

“The AU is coming up with the con-
tinental framework that links up with 
the global initiatives that will surely 
avert the effects of climate change as 
highlighted in the Agenda 2063,” he 
said.

He further said the AU was working 
with regional economic communities 
such as COMESA to enhance the tree 
planting and conservation exercises 
which were key ingredients towards 
ending climate resilience.

Mclay Kanyangarara, COMESA Cli-
mate Change Coordinator, said the 
adverse effect of climate change has 
resulted in insufficient power genera-
tion at some power plants in the re-
gion, resulting in power cuts.

He said countries needed to come 
up with resilient mechanisms be-
cause the effects of climate change 
were real.

“We have been hit hard by the ef-
fects of climate change so we all need 
to continue coming up with resilient 
mechanisms because we predict that 
the situation will be worse in the near 
future,” he said.    Xinhua

AU calls 
on African 
countries 
to establish 
climate 
change early 
warning 
systems

HKSAR chief executive condemns violent 
acts, calls for upholding rule of law

THE most remarkable aspect of 
China’s opening up is the Belt and 
Road Initiative, as well as the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), 
Pakistani President Arif Alvi told a 
group of Chinese reporters in Islam-
abad recently.

CPEC is a major communication 
throughway which will bring eco-
nomic prosperity to Pakistan, ac-
cording to the president. “Gwadar 
port is being developed and the 
economy of Pakistan will also im-
prove,” Alvi said.

The president extended his new 
year greetings to the Chinese people 

Belt and Road Initiative remarkable - Pakistani President

ahead of the Chinese Spring Festival. 
“On behalf of the people and the gov-
ernment of Pakistan, I must extend 
my heartfelt felicitation to the gov-

ernment of China and the people of 
China.” Alvi said, underlining that the 
Pakistan-China friendship is impor-
tant and valuable.

He said cooperation between Paki-
stan and China would not only bring 
peace and stability to the region but 
also the world.

Alvi also noted that Pakistan could 
learn from China’s experience on pov-
erty alleviation in order to improve 
people’s livelihood, adding that China 
has made tremendous progress and 
contributed greatly to poverty allevia-
tion since its reform and opening up 
in 1978.            People’s Daily

FALSE eyelashes, airbrushed fashion 
feeds, or glittering skylines of metropo-
lises can be what you may frequently 
see in the pop-up tweets on live-stream-
ing or short video sharing platforms.

However, they do not have any merits 
for a swarthy-cheeked truck driver who 
has to frequently bear 3-day starvation 
while driving long distance in moun-
tainous regions of China.

Brother Bao is one of those truck 
drivers and the tanned-skin man has 
garnered over 2.48 million followers 
in less than 2 years on one of the most 
widely-used Chinese video-sharing apps 
Kuaishou(TikTok).

Brother Bao’s rise is never legendary 
on his own. Away from China’s cosmo-
politan centers, a group of marginal-
ized broadcast jockeys coming from 
China’s most underprivileged regions 
have been celebrating an ongoing live-
streaming craze in China.

“The wide deployment of technology 
infrastructure in China has lowered the 
cost in information dissemination par-
ticularly for thosewho live in impover-
ished areas in China, giving impetus for 
bringing vitality for live-streaming cul-
ture,” said Professor Liu Shouying from 
School of Economics at Renmin Univer-
sity of China, at a seminar on April 16 in 
Beijing.

From a 23-year-old pineapple grower 
who showcases his daily harvest, to a pig 
breeder who live-streams pig-breeding 
tutorial, Chinese short video sharing 
platforms are also recording the lives of 

a substantial number of nobodies.
In order to make more people shine, 

some platforms, including Kuaishou, 
are also deploying different algorithms. 
“There is no celebrity promotions or 
sponsorship channels that seizes the on-
line traffic of the ordinary live-streamers 
(on Kuaishou),” said Ma Hongbin, senior 
vice president of Kuaishou.

“The algorithms are seldom catered 
to the trending topics or KOLs. Such 
ecology empowers the user like Brother 
Bao to stress his own words and reign 
over their own rules.”

Meanwhile, it’s never a mere eyeball 
business. This can be a down-to-earth 
economy when many undereducated 
and poor people from backlands of 
China try to brush some of the clear-cut 
edges of the unattainable tastes of most 
dazzling social media posts.

It’s also like a virtual gold rush in con-
temporary China, as many of them have 
made a nice shot for fortune as well out 
of the stardom.

Data revealed at the press conference 
showed that Kuaishou, for example, has 
assisted users from impoverished rural 
backgrounds in China generate $2.8 bil-
lion in revenue in 2018.

Alang, as a young rural-based fruit 
grower in countryside of Xishuangban-
na in Southwest China’s Yunnan, gained 
a boom of 300-million-yuan sales rev-
enue by selling 50 million kilograms ap-
ples as of 2018 thanks to his livestream-
ing of fruit planting. 

  People’s Daily

Chinese grassroots rise to stardom 
thanks to video-sharing platforms

There is no celebrity promotions or sponsorship 
channels that seizes the online traffic of the 
ordinary live-streamers (on Kuaishou),

Robert Mueller

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) Chief Executive Carrie Lam strongly 
condemned the violent acts of storming the Liaison Office of the Central People’s 
Government in the HKSAR at a press meeting in Hong Kong, south China,on Monday.  
(Xinhua)
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By Correspondent Lloyd Elipokea

IT may have been easy and naturally 
understandable for many sports fans to have 
completely forgotten about the country’s 
level of readiness for the Tokyo Olympic 
Games next year.

After all, a case could be convincingly 
made that it has been immeasurably diicult 
for many Tanzanians to focus their attention 
on any other sport but football during the last 
few months.

As alluded to earlier, one need not crane 
one’s neck in order to reliably discover a few 
of the primary reasons why we as Tanzanians 
have done nothing but eat, drink and sleep 
football lately.

Obviously, the heartening fact that the Taifa 
Stars took part in this year’s AFCON Finals in 
the Famous Land of the Pharaohs for the irst 
time since 1980 was a monumental football 
achievement, which was widely hailed as 
such by the supporters, media, and the 
football governing body, TFF, among other 
concerned quarters.

Another weighty reason for our single-
minded focus on football lately was 
undoubtedly the highly dramatic manner 
in which our domestic Premier League 
climaxed.

Indeed, for an immense chunk of the title 
race, the pacesetters in the league had been 
Yanga SC or the Jangwani Street side as they 
are afectionately nicknamed.

However, as the season eased into the latter 
stages, Simba SC were astonishingly able to 
breathe new life into their title campaign 
and the Msimbazi Street side hardly put a 
foot wrong en route to triumphantly winning 
the Mainland Premier League for the second 
straight time.

 As that old and commonly used saying 
goes: ‘It is never over until the Fat Lady sings.’’

Having said all of this, though, it is perhaps 
time to cast our eyes beyond domestic 
football and train our gaze on the fortunes of 
other sports on the local landscape.

Interestingly, a lot of these other non-
football sports like ield hockey, basketball 
and tennis among others are mostly Olympic 
sports as well.

Nevertheless, in the interest of full 
disclosure, I have to admit that the main 
thrust of this commentary was not to point an 
accusatory inger at certain igures or sports 
associations who have been dawdling where 
their preparations for the Tokyo Games are 
concerned.

Instead, today’s dose of our regular Sunday 
musings on matters sports is merely a humble 

attempt to hopefully kick-start a wider and 
bigger debate on the ideas which are required 
to ensure that the domestic sports patch as a 
whole achieves an admirable lift-of.

To set the ball rolling, then, this writer 
is of the opinion that for our lofty aims in 
netball, handball and judo among others to 
be realized, the perennial challenge of a lack 
of funds will simply have to be resolved once 
and for all.

For instance, the Netball Association 
of Tanzania, CHANETA and the Tanzania 
Ladies’ Golf Union, TLGU, are just two of the 
sports bodies on the domestic scene which 
lament frequently about their lack of funds.

In light of this long-running problem, 
though, the million dollar question is: what 
on earth can we do about it?

Well, this writer proposes that our sports 
administrators should endeavor to learn 
from the examples of other countries in 
Africa and around the globe, which have 
successfully wrestled with this particular 
challenge.

For example, in England, all sports, 
especially the Olympic ones, are funded by 
a sports body, UK Sport.

We may have to go and find out the 
legal underpinnings of UK Sport, and also 
investigate to unearth exactly what were 
the building blocks that helped to form this 
English sports body.

It is a given, of course, that once we have 
found out the afore-said details, we will then 
have to assess whether they can be applied 
to our sports environment in the country or 
not.

Moving on, another worrying aspect of 
domestic sports in Tanzania which must 
be addressed going forward is the issue of a 
lack of facilities and quality facilities at that.

Indeed, initially, this deficiency was 
reserved only to golf. And then, over the 
years, the disturbing problem of a lack of 
adequate basketball courts around the 
country has come to light.

Even in the Mainland Premier League, 
there are louder and louder complaints these 
days of some top light outits having home 
grounds which are not fully up to scratch.

Thus, it would appear that if we were to 
seriously address our shortage of facilities in 
various sports, our fortunes might begin to 
improve sooner rather than later.

I would hasten to add that the ideas 
expressed in this piece are not designed to be 
an end in themselves.

On the contrary, it is the fervent hope of 
this writer that they will instead act as a 
launch-pad for better ideas to be yielded up.

 

     

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

IT has been two years since Young 
Africans, alias Yanga, last clinched 
silverware but that could be about to 
change with the phenomenal shake-up 
the club has undergone.

With a new administration, Mwinyi 
Zahera has seen his squad being 
boosted and is now almost ready to go 
again and challenge Simba.

Hehas lost Gadiel Michael and 
Ibrahim Ajib who have joined their 
arch rivals, Simba, on free transfers. 
Veterans Amissi Tambwe and Thaban 
Kamusoko’s contracts were not 
renewed. At least nine new signings 
have been made so far.

The question is: how would an ideal 
Young Africans squad look next season? 

Goalkeepers 
Yanga ind themselves in a healthy 

position in goal, due mainly to the 
acquisition of two more goalkeepers, 
Faroukh Shikhalo and Metacha Mnata, 
who will now compete with Klaus 
Kindoki.

Shikhalo, who was among the best 
goalkeepers in the Kenyan Premier 
League while playing for Bandari, is 
favourite to take the number one spot.

How Yanga could line up for the 2019/20 season 

There are questions marks surrounding who Shikhalo’s 
deputy will be in 2019/20, but the decision looks likely to rest 
with Kindoki who was signed by Zahera. 

Ideal scenario: Shikhalo, Kindoki, Metacha

Defenders 
At the back, Yanga said goodbye to Gadiel, Mwinyi Haji 

and Abdallah Shaibu. Lamine Moro, Ally Khamis, Ally Mtoni, 
Mustapha Selemani and Muharami SalumIssa ‘Marcelo’ have 
been added.

Paul Godfrey ‘Boxer’ is expected to keep his number at the 
right-back position, while Marcelo will battle it out with the 
versatile Mtoni for the left full-back role.

Moro, Ally Khamis and Selemani joins Kelvin Yondani and 
Andrew Vincent as a centre-back options.

Ideal scenario: Marcelo, Yondani, Godfrey, Moro, 
Selemani, Ally Ally

Midfielders 
The central midield duo will consist of Papy Tshishimbi, 

Feisal Salum and Abdulaziz Makame with the last two tasked, 
more predominantly, with breaking up play, while the latter 
will be given license to create further up the pitch.

The workaholic Deus Kaseke has been retained, Mohamed 
Banka is also expected to have a good season having missed 
the better part of last season due to a drug ban. 

There is the case of a rejuvenated Mrisho Ngassa who 
seems to have a good pre-season.

He is unlikely to ever become a key starter from this point 
on, but he has the experience and pedigree to ill in and aid 
rotation and freshness.

Raphael Daudhas almost become a forgotten man, having 

lost his place as last season progressed, but it would be a 
shock if the former Mbeya City midielder was moved on 
with only a few days before the transfer window closes.

Rwandan Patrick Sibomana is capable of thriving on either 
lank, and possibly centrally, he is exactly what Yanga need – 
whether or not it will happen is up for debate.

Ideal scenario:  Feisal, Tshishimbi, Abdulaziz Makame, 
Ngassa, Sibomana

Forwards
Finally, the attack. Last season club top scorer, Heritier 

Makambo, is gone. The money obtained from his sale to 
Guinea’s side Horoya has been invested in the squad. 

Uganda Premier League top scorer, JumaBalinya, has 
been brought with high expectations that he would 
hit the ground running like Makambo did in his debut 
season.

To be on the safe side, Sadney Urikhob, a well-travelled 
Namibian international, has been added.

Yanga have given him Amissi Tambwe’s shirt number 
and he will take up the Burundian’s position, but it would 
be a surprise if he played the same role.

Issa Bigirimana from Rwanda is another reinforcement 
in the attacking department. He has the fearlessness of 
youth and the quality to be an effective addition.

Ideal scenario: Bigirimana, Balinya, Urikhob
After two troublesome seasons illed with doubts as 

important players departed, the new administrations has 
acted fast - and seemingly well - to bring in reinforcements 
ahead of 2019/20.

There is hope in Jangwani as much as these are just 
projections based on recruitments done.

Yanga

Ideas on how to take 
domestic sports forward  

Athletes participate in a past race in Arusha.

Tanzania’s junior outfits excel 
in Sweden soccer tournament     

By Guardian Reporter

 TANZANIA’s Magnet soccer teams 
have returned from Sweden after 
performing well in the Gothia Cup, an 
annual soccer tournament also known 
as The World Youth Cup. 

The tournament involved teams from 
three categories of youths aged 11, 12 and 
15.

The 11-year olds had a stunning 
performance, having inished third in 
their category out of over 100 teams that 
participated in this year’s tournament 

which ended recently.
Another good performance was 

showcased by the team made up of 15-
year old players, which made it to the 
round of 16 stage.

The side fell an inch short of booking 
a place in the quarterinals after losing 
the round of 16’s match during the 
added on time.  

The outit consisting of youngsters 
aged 12 progressed to the round 32, 
posting several wins which steered the 
squad to the stage.

The good performance displayed by 

Magnet teams in the Gothia Cup 2019 
impressed a lot of people, including 
Tanzanians living in Sweden, as well as 
several other spectators. 

The support of  Tanzania’s 
Ambassador to Sweden, Wilbroad Slaa, 
was one of aspects which motivated the 
sides to perform well in the tournament 
which was irst held in 1975.  

Slaa also appointed Madam Rehema, 
a Tanzanian living in Gotenborg, to be a 
caretaker for Magnet teams.

The appointment of Madam 
Rehema was highly appreciated by 

Magnet outits’ management and the 
organization at large.

Gothia Cup is the world’s largest 
and most international youth football 
tournament. Each year, around 1,700 
teams from 80 nations take part and 
they play 4,500 games on 110 ields.

The competition’s teams, and 
participants from around the world that 
make the tournament unique. 

A meeting place for the world’s youth, 
irrespective of religion, skin colour or 
nationality, with football as the common 
denominator.

Magnet soccer teams’ players arrive at Julius Nyerere International Airport in Dar es Salaam on Monday from Sweden where they performed well in the Gothia Cup, an annual soccer 
tournament also known as The World Youth Cup. PHOTO: GUARDIAN CORRESPONDENT
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SPORTS NEWS

WASHINGTON

REAL Madrid head coach Zinedine 
Zidane said on Monday he had not 
“disrespected” Gareth Bale and it 
was the club who wanted to sell the 
Welsh forward, not him personally. 

Bale did not play for Real in their 
3-1 defeat to Bayern Munich in the 
International Champions Cup on 
Saturday, with Zidane revealing his 
absence was due to the club “work-
ing on his departure”. 

Bale’s agent labelled Zidane a 
“disgrace” in an interview with AFP 
but the Frenchman defended his 
conduct ahead of Real Madrid’s pre-
season clash with Arsenal in Wash-
ington D.C. 

“At times my Spanish is very sus-
pect,” Zidane told reporters. “I want 
to be very clear about this. Firstly, I 
have not disrespected anybody and 
least of all the player. 

“I have always said the same, the 
players are the most important and 
every time I am with a player here I 
will be with them always. 

“Second thing, I said the club is try-
ing to sell him. Third point, I think it 
is very important and crucial to say 
that the other day Gareth did not 
change (play) because he did not 
want to. 

“He will train with us today. He will 
train with the squad today but to-
morrow is tomorrow. 

“Gareth is a Real Madrid player. 
That is the most important thing, he 
is a player for the squad.” 

Bale, 30, has won four Champions 
League titles since joining Madrid 
from Tottenham Hotspur in 2013 for 
a then world record 100 million eu-
ros (£89.77 million) but he struggled 
to hold down his place in the starting 
side last season. 

  REUTERS

I have not ‘disrespected’ 
Bale, says Zidane

FIFA bans former Botswana 
official in match fixing probe

LONDON

WORLD soccer body FIFA has 
handed a life ban to former Bot-
swana Football Association general 
secretary Mooketsi Kgotlele for ac-
cepting bribes in relation to the ma-
nipulation of international matches. 

FIFA said in a statement on Mon-
day that the adjudicatory chamber 
of the Independent Ethics Commit-
tee had also fined the former official 
50,000 Swiss francs ($50,953). 

“The formal ethics proceedings 
against Mr Kgotlele... stem from an 
extensive investigation into various 
attempts to manipulate interna-
tional matches for betting purposes 
by Mr Wilson Raj Perumal, a known 
match-fixer,” said FIFA 

The proceedings were initiated 
in September 2018, the statement 
added. 

The ban on Kgotlele covers all 
football-related activities (adminis-
trative, sports or any other) at na-
tional and international level and 
came into force on Monday. 

The long-running investigation 
into convicted Singapore-based 
match fixer Perumal’s activities has 

already produced life bans for play-
ers and former officials. 

Togolese Football Association of-
ficial Kokou Hougnimon Fagla, who 
was also a referee, was banned from 
soccer-related activities last March 
for accepting bribes to manipulate 
an international friendly. 

Seven current and former players 
were banned for life in April. 

FIFA named them at the time as 
Karlon Murray and Keyeno Thomas 
from Trinidad, Ibrahim Kargbo (Si-
erra Leone), Hellings Mwakasun-
gula (Malawi), Seidath Tchomogo 
(Benin), Leonel Duarte (Cuba) and 
Mohammad Salim Israfeel Ko-
histani (Afghanistan). 

Kenyan player George Owino 
Audi was given a 10-year ban and 
Zimbabwean players’ agent Kudza-
nai Shaba was banned for life. 

FIFA did not give any details on 
which matches they had attempted 
to influence. 

Perumal was given a two-year jail 
sentence by a Finnish court in 2011 
for bribing players and referees to 
fix matches. 

($1 = 0.9813 Swiss francs) 
REUTERS

Guardiola rejects criticism 
from Chinese media

HONG KONG

PEP Guardiola has defended 
Manchester City against “false” 
accusations in the Chinese media 
that the club were disrespectful to 
their hosts during a preseason to 
trip to Shanghai.

City, who spent five days in 
Shanghai while participating in last 
week’s Premier League Asia Tro-
phy, were the subject of an article 
on Xinhua’s English language site 
on Monday which criticised the 
club for a tour which was designed 
only to “win wallets, not hearts and 
minds.”

But Guardiola, speaking in Hong 
Kong ahead of Wednesday’s friend-
ly against Kitchee, rejected the ac-
cusations and insisted his players 
were doing everything possible to 
engage with supporters. 

“I should say I don’t agree and 
also that it’s false,” Guardiola said 
in response to the Xinhua article. 
“To make a statement like this, they 
have to know exactly what hap-
pened here in our club.

“We had an incredible time in 
Shanghai. We were committed to 
the cooperation you have to do 
in China. The people from the ho-
tel, all the people asking us to do 
things, we were ready to do that.

“We came here -- it’s a unique 
experience because it’s not easy to 
come to Asia during the season. To 
come to Asia and experience the 
culture, the restaurants. it’s amaz-
ing to get to know other people.

“That’s why I can’t understand 
what people are saying -- maybe 
one journalist is a bit upset, I don’t 
know why -- but it’s far away from 
the reality.

“So we came here 23 hours late, 
we travel two hours by train to play 

in Nanjing then back to Shanghai, 
now here and then back to Tokyo.

“And always with the biggest 
smile.

“We don’t sleep too well dur-
ing the night but even so we make 
good training sessions for all the 
guys.

“I’ve been impressed with my 
players so far and let’s see for the 
rest of the tour. I completely disa-
gree with the journalist -- that’s not 
the reality.”

City are on their first tour of Asia 
since a 2016 trip to China was cut 
short by the postponement of a Be-
ijing friendly against Manchester 
United due to a waterlogged pitch.

But with City determined to 
grow in stature to match estab-
lished global giants such as United 
and Liverpool, Guardiola admits 
the club must continue to visit the 
region.

“For our club, it’s a huge experi-
ence to go abroad to other coun-
tries because we are not Manches-
ter United, Liverpool, Barca, Real 
Madrid, Bayern Munich.

“They’ve been doing it for many 
years. For us it’s a new experience 
every season, it will help on the 
pitch and we did it last season.

“And off the pitch we are show-
ing what an amazing club we are 
and how we are trying to be better 
every season.

“I’m so proud of what we’ve 
done: All the marketing depart-
ments, all the people who’ve or-
ganised this tour.

“And maybe next year or in two 
years we are going to come back 
to China when the club decides we 
should come.

“Sooner or later we’ll come back 
-- sure.”

  (Agencies)

LAS VEGAS

CRISTIANO Ronaldo won’t face criminal charges 
after a woman accused the soccer star of raping her 
in his suite at a Las Vegas resort more than 10 years 
ago, a top prosecutor said Monday.

A new investigation by Las Vegas police failed to 
show that Kathryn Mayorga’s claim could be proven 
at trial beyond a reasonable doubt, Clark County Dis-
trict Attorney Steve Wolfson said.

“Therefore, no charges will be forthcoming,” Wolf-
son said in a statement.

The decision represented a victory on one of two 
legal tracks tied to the 2009 allegation against one 
of the most recognizable and highly paid players in 
sports.

In a lawsuit still pending in federal court, Mayorga 
alleges that she was pressured to sign an agreement 
to keep quiet in exchange for $375,000. Her lawyers 
want to void the deal and collect at least $200,000 
more from Ronaldo.

Ronaldo’s attorneys have acknowledged that the 
soccer star and Mayorga had consensual sex in June 
2009, but they denied it was rape. Attorney Peter 
Christiansen was traveling Monday and wasn’t im-
mediately available to comment.

Attorneys for Mayorga, a former model and school-
teacher, did not immediately respond to telephone, 
text and email messages.

The Associated Press generally does not name 
people who say they are victims of sexual assault, but 
Mayorga gave consent through her lawyers to make 
her name public.

Her lawsuit says she met Ronaldo at a nightclub 
and went with him and other people to his suite at 
the Palms Hotel and Casino, where he assaulted her 
in a bedroom. Afterward, she signed a non-disclosure 
agreement under pressure from “fixers” trying to 
protect Ronaldo’s reputation, her lawyer, Leslie Mark 
Stovall, has said.

The lawsuit in U.S. District Court in Las Vegas ac-
cuses Ronaldo or those working for him of conspir-
acy, defamation, breach of contract, coercion and 
fraud for allegedly allowing terms of the settlement 
to become public in European publications.

Her attorneys say Mayorga never wanted her name 
released but became worried that she would be iden-
tified after a 2017 media report apparently referred 
to the encounter.

Her lawyers have said in federal court documents 
that they were having trouble personally serving 
Ronaldo with legal filings. A judge has given them an 
Oct. 28 deadline.

Ronaldo plays in Italy for the Turin-based soccer 

Cristiano Ronaldo won’t face rape charge in Las Vegas 

Bale’s time at Madrid is up but he doesn’t have many options
By Ian Darke, ESPN.com writer 

IT looks as though Gareth Bale and Zinedine Zi-
dane’s “Cold War” has reached its breaking point.

“We hope he leaves soon. It would be best for 
everyone, “declared the Real Madrid coach after 
his team’s 3-1 loss to Bayern Munich in Houston on 
Saturday. These comments seemed to suggest that 
a transfer is close.

Bale’s agent, Jonathan Barnett, then responded 
by calling Zidane “a disgrace.” So one would as-
sume there is just no way back from here.

Those of us covering the Houston game for 
ESPN were given a big clue that something was 
amiss about 45 minutes before kickoff. At that 
point, word filtered down that Bale, originally in 
the squad as a possible substitute, would not be 
involved, and given the troubled nature of his re-
lationship with Zidane, it seemed unlikely that an 
injury had caused his exclusion.

Clearly Zidane’s patience has run out with a 
player he sees playing no part in Real’s revival. A 
Bale move to Paris Saint-Germain in a deal that 
would see Neymar arrive at the Bernabeu is being 
mooted. It doesn’t quite add up, though, as Real 
have just splashed €100 million to sign Eden Haz-
ard from Chelsea for the exact left-sided attacking 
role that is Neymar’s specialty.

It also flies in the face of the reports that Paul 
Pogba is Real ‘s top target at £200m. That said, Ma-
drid president Florentino Perez has always loved 
doing anything to annoy Barcelona, and signing 
their former star Neymar would certainly do the 
trick.

Some kind of swap plus cash deal with Man-
chester United would make sense, provided that 
Bale fancies the Europa League and becoming the 
torch-bearer for a club battling through troubled 
times. It is just as likely he does not.

But the timing of all this is intriguing. Is it a co-
incidence that this sudden twist in the saga hap-
pened to be when Real and Bayern Munich execu-
tives were in the same town for their ICC match? 
Remembering Bayern’s frustration in trying to sign 
Leroy Sane from Manchester City, a move for Bale 
to play out wide would make sense from a football 
point of view.

The Germans, now without Arjen Robben and 
Franck Ribery, might see Bale, 30, as the kind of 
marquee name to put them back among the Cham-
pions League favourites. Whether a man who has 
never mastered Spanish would relish a move to 
Germany is another matter altogether, though.

What about Tottenham? A return to Spurs might 
hold some appeal and would keep the Welshman 
in the Champions League. But even that ship may 
have sailed at this stage.

Who else could afford the wages? Outside of the 
European elite, there is China, with Beijing Guoan 
and Jiangsu Suning reportedly interested. But is a 
boatload of money enough for Bale to consider a 
huge step down in competition on the field and a 

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

Riyad Mahrez and Algeria were deserving winners, but the final was a letdown given the world’s attention while many of the tournament’s biggest 
stars seemed too worn out to make an impact. –AFP

club Juventus. He played previously for 
Manchester United in England and Real 
Madrid in Spain, where he earned a then-
record sum of 94 million euros, or about 
$130 million.

Mayorga underwent a medical exam to 
collect DNA evidence shortly after she al-
leges Ronaldo assaulted her. Police closed 
their investigation in 2009 because Mayor-
ga neither identified her attacker by name 
nor said where the alleged rape took place, 

said Wolfson, the elected prosecutor in Las 
Vegas.

Police have said she identified her at-
tacker only as a European soccer player.

“As a result, the police were unable to 
... conduct any meaningful investigation,” 
Wolfson said Monday. “Detectives were un-
able to search for and impound vital foren-
sic evidence. In addition, video evidence, 
showing interactions between the victim 
and perpetrator before and after the al-

leged crime, was lost.”
The investigation was reopened in last 

year at the request of Mayorga’s attorneys, 
shortly before they sued Ronaldo. She 
spoke again with police, and authorities 
this year obtained a sample of Ronaldo’s 
DNA through Italian authorities.

Police did not immediately respond 
Monday to messages about the case.

                     AP

massive culture shock off of it?
In other words, the list of suitors for 

the Welshman is small.
In any event, Zidane is surely right in 

saying it’s time for a change for a player 

who has lost his way at Real. At 30, and 
after a long list of injuries, it is relevant to 
wonder whether Bale has quite the same 
hunger and desire as he once did.

Can he recover the deadly form that 

devastated defenders in his pomp? That’s 
the question potential suitors will be ask-
ing themselves.

If Zidane is right, we might know more 
very soon.

Gareth Bale
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By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona 

TWO Tanzania chess players have performed well 
at the just ended Africa Schools Individual Champi-
onship which was held in Uganda early this month. 

The two players are Cleophas Charles and Panav 
Bangur who competed in the U-17 and U-9 catego-
ries respectively.

Charles emerged as champion in the U-17 event, 
while Bangur was runner up in the U-9 event.

The competition which was played in round robin 
Swiss format had ive categories, U-7, U-9, U-13, U-15 
and U-17.

The continental event brought together six teams 
namely Kenya, Namibia, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Bo-
tswana and hosts Uganda and more than 60 players 
competed in it.

Tanzania team’s coach Kara Louis said he is happy 
with the performance of the two players at the event. 

He said the results recorded by the two are a clear 
indication that the country is doing well in chess.

“It was not a simple event, each country brought 
top players and, because our country is doing well 
in chess, we managed to win in the two categories,” 
he added.

“We were represented by three players but the 
other one did not perform well...we are just asking 
companies, organizations and individuals to help us 
so that we can reach to all parts of the country and 
identify new players.”

He also disclosed that the country will in Novem-
ber  host Dar es Salaam open competition, noting 
they expect to invite foreign teams to compete in the 
event.

By Correspondent Kenneth Simbaya, Iringa 

RALLY driver, Ahmed Huwel from 
Iringa Motor Sports (IMS) Club, has 
defended his trophy in Mkwawa 
Rally Championship, beating by far 
other seven drivers who featured in 
this year’s event, which took place 
at Mkwawa Dairy Farm in Iringa last 
Sunday.

According to IMS Club chairman, 
Hamid Mbatta,  Huwel’s Sunday vic-
tory has seen him remain unchal-
lenged for eight years in a row.

The second position according to 
Mbatta went to Tufail Tufail from 
Tufail Racing team, who entered 
the race with a Subaru GC8. Tufail 
was navigated by Imran Ally, and the 
third position went to Gurpal Sandhu 
from AESL team, who entered the 
race with a Mitsubishi Evo IX, and 
was navigated by David Sihoka from 
Zambia.

This is Huwel’s first entry in the Na-
tional Rally Championship (NRC) for 
this year, he has missed three events, 
the one that took place in Dar es Sa-
laam, Moshi and the other that was 
supposed to take place in Dar es Sa-
laam but was postponed. There are a 
total of nine events in Tanzania.  

Mbatta told The Guardian that Hu-
wel had Rahim Suleiman as his navi-
gator. He mentioned other entrants 
in the 2019 Mkwawa Rally edition as 
Randeep Singh, navigated by Zubayr 
Piredina and driving a Mitsubishi Evo 
IX, Dharam Pandya, navigated by 
Veer Darbar, driving a Subaru VAB.

Altaaf Munge, navigated by Ally 
Hamoud, driving a Mitsubishi Evo 
IX, and Kelvin Taylor, navigated by 
Karim Pindu, driving a Subaru GC8 
are also in the list. 

Mbatta, who was the eighth en-
trant, was disqualified from the rally 
due to some safety anomalies in his 
car, which he however claims that he 
had rectified them but he was denied 
check up by one of the rally officers.

The Guardian learnt later that the 
said anomalies were supposed to be 
acted upon since last year, but Mbat-
ta acted at the last minute. 

“You can have your car checked 
even one hour before the rally,” 
Mbatta claimed.

Huwel, with his navigator Sulei-
man, driving a Ford Fiesta Proto, 
thrilled motor rally enthusiasts, who 
thronged various sections of the 120 
kilometers race route at Mkwawa 
Dairy Farm, on the outskirt of Iringa 
Municipal.

He skillfully negotiated mean-
ders corners, especially behind the 
service park, and stage three of the 
120km route.  

“I am very proud with my naviga-
tor’s calls, he is spot on,” Huwel told 
The Guardian adding that the qual-
ity of a driver’s navigator contributes 
significantly to one’s either win or 
loss in the rally.

Adam Sapi Mkwawa, Chief of the 
Wahehe tribe, presented a trophy 
to the third winner, Iringa District 
Commissioner Richard Kasesela pre-
sented a trophy to the second winner, 
while Iringa Regional Commissioner 
Ali Hapi presented trophy to the 
overall winner. 

Kasesela hailed Iringa residents for 
turning up in numbers to support the 
rally. 

“I am proud to see that support 
for this sport is growing every year, I 
therefore appeal to sponsors to keep 
supporting this game in Iringa so that 
Iringa residents can continue enjoy-
ing motor sports,” he disclosed.

Kasesela issued the call after pre-
senting the trophy to Sandhu and his 
navigator Sihoka.

Ali Hapi told the audience that, in 
his quest to build a new Iringa and 
the Southern Circuit tourism, such 
sports like motor rally will signifi-
cantly add value.

“I therefore on behalf of the gov-
ernment commit my support to en-
sure that this is sustained,” he said. 

Cristiano Ronaldo won’t face

 rape charge in Las Vegas
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Mtwara school volleybal team 
eyes success in FEASSSA games   

Dar chess players impress in 
Africa schools championship  

Huwel defends 
Mkwawa Rally 
Championship 
top honour

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

MTWARA-based Mkalapa Secondary 
School that won volleyball event of the 
girls’ category of this year’s inter-second-
ary schools’ games, Umisseta, has said it is 
ready for the coming East Africa Secondary 
Schools (FEASSSA) games, which are set to 
take place in Arusha next month.

The school’s volleyball team’s head coach, 
Gabriel Kaserwa, in an exclusive interview, 
said the team is well prepared for the tourna-
ment, which has been slated for August 15-25.

The event has attracted players from Bu-
rundi, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, South Sudan 
and the hosts Tanzania.

“The team is ready for the tournament, I’m 
sure we will do well at that event, it will not 
be easy but we are well prepared,” he noted.

“I have said so because my team played 
well at the just ended Umisseta games and 
emerged as champions.” 

Kaserwa who is also District Land and 
Natural Resources Oicer (DLNRO) for Ma-
sasi District said he uses his own resources to 
help the team as his aim is to see to it many 
girls in the district are involved in sporting 
activities, especially volleyball, which is not 
popular in rural areas of the country.

“I started coaching volleyball at Masasi 
town in 2009 and I transferred the team to 
Mkalapa Primary School in July 2015 and, 
in 2018, we introduced the sport in the sec-
ondary school,” he disclosed.

“I’m supported by teachers, Mtawa and 
Nassoro, I’m happy that Mkalapa Primary 
School team were also the champions of 
this year’s inter-primary schools tourna-
ment, Umitashumta.”

He said due to the school’s exploits at 
the Umisseta and Umitashumta games, Mt-
wara Regional Commissioner’s office has 
handed the squads assorted sports items.

Mkalapa primary and secondary schools 

are located 35km from Masasi Boma and 
Keserwa pointed out that he uses more 
than 2m/-from his pocket annually for the 
two volleyball teams. 

“I’m now happy that the regional office 
is coming with support and I’m sure if they 
continue doing this the sport will enjoy 
progress in this region,” he disclosed.

“The assistance will help to keep our 
girls in schools as well as keeping them 
healthy.”

“The other thing which made me happy 
is that almost half of the present nation-
al women volleyball team players were 
trained by me.”

Keserwa disclosed Mkalapa Second-
ary School volleyball team’s players who 
will represent the country at the FEASSA 
games in volleyball event, are Lafia Hassan, 
Lasia Hassan, Judith Alfonse, Jamila Amani, 
Vestina Joseph, Christine Noel, Mwanahawa 
Elisha, Theresia Lucas and Jennifer Akyoo.

Mtwara Regional Commissioner Gelasius Byakanwa (R) hands over sports equipment to Mkalapa Secondary School’s teacher, Nassor, in the region 
recently. The donation which includes jerseys and foodstuffs, targets to help the school’s team which is shaping up for volleyball event of the coming East 
Africa Secondary Schools (FEASSSA) games to be held in Arusha next month. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

“I am proud to see that support for 
this sport is growing every year, 
I therefore appeal to sponsors 
to keep supporting this game in 
Iringa so that Iringa residents can 
continue enjoying motor sports

Iringa rally driver, Ahmed Huwel, and his navigator, Rahim Suleiman, in action during the Mkwawa Rally Cham-
pionship 2019 edition that took place at Mkwawa Dairy Farm in the region last Sunday. Huwel won the race 
after beating other seven drivers. PHOTO: KENNETH SIMBAYA

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Tanzania chess squad’s coach, Kara Louis (L), in a picture 
with his player Panav Bangur after the completion of the 
Africa Schools Individual Chess Championship which was 
held in Kampala, Uganda. PHOTO: COURTESY OF KARA 
LOUIS


