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By Guardian Reporter

ORMER cabinet
minister Bernard

Membe yesterday

we plan to deal with those
challenges if voted into of-
fice,” he added.

Membe said that start-
ing from today he will be
crisscrossing the country

I'll reach all

picked up Union presi- corners of the to get 200 guarantors in
dential candidacy forms ten regions to qualify as a
from the National Elec- country, and | fully-fledged candidate.
toral Commission’s head know there are He also sought to assure
offices in Dodoma, prom- |ots of people Tanzanians that he is in
ising to run a clean cam- ready to stand as good health and ready to
paign. square it out with Presi-
Speaking after collect- my guarantors. dent Magufuli (CCM), Tun-
ing the forms, the Alliance Once campaigns du Lissu (Chadema) and
for Change and Transpar- kijck off on the candidates of other par-
ency (ACT-Wazalendo) 26th of this ties now lining up their

ABHIUR] YA MUUNEANG WA TAKERNIA
TLIME FA TAIRK YR USHAS U

UCHAGUZIMKUU 2020

‘FOMU ZA UTEUZI

WAGOMBEA WA KITI |CHA
RAIS NA MAKAMU WA RAIS

flag bearer said his cam-
paign would not engage in
bad language but would
merely seek to persuade
Tanzanians to see “why
I am the person for the
job”.

“We will be gracious
in engaging with voters.
We will clearly explain
why the next phase of
our country’s leadership
should be handed over to

month, I'll start
elaborating on
my message

“We will desist from in-
sulting anyone. We will
show regard for people
with views opposed to
ours. We will only high-
light the challenges faced

National Electoral Commission chairman Judge (rtd) Semistocles Kaijage (R) presents Union presidential candidacy endorsement forms to ACT-Wazalendo’s Membe,” he said.
Bernard Membe in Dodoma yesterday. Related photos on pages 2 and 4.

by our people and the way

flag bearers.

“I'll reach all corners of
the country, and I know
there are lots of people
ready to stand as my guar-
antors. Once campaigns
kick off on the 26th of this
month, I'll start elaborat-
ing on my message,” said
Membe.

The former CCM cadre
said he saw the upcoming
(late October) General

TURN TO PAGE 2

Agro-lives 0ck
ministries plan
joInt strateg'_es,

NEW Iesearci

By Guardian Correspondent, Simiyu

THE Livestock and Fisheries
ministry and that of Agriculture
have agreed to develop a platform to
enable them to work closer together
to speed up development.

The development was unveiled
yesterday in Simiyu Region by
Livestock and Fisheries minister
Luhaga Mpina and Agriculture
deputy minister Hussein Bashe
while on a joint visit at the Tanzania
Livestock Research Institute
(TALIRI) pavilion at the Agricultural
Exhibition (NaneNane) taking place
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Kagera Sugar Limited agronomlst Geoffrey Semakula (L) briefs an NBC Bank delegation led by managing director Theobald Sabi (4th-R) on
newly acquired instruments the company has recently started using in its sugarcane farms. The NBC officials visited the firm’s farms and
factory in Missenyi District, Kagera Region, earlier this week chiefly to see how best to chip in with support meant to boost productivity.

PM inspects
Dar-to-Moro
SGR portion,
87pc finished

By Correspondent James
Kandoya, Ruvu

PRIME Minister Kassim
Majaliwa has expressed sat-
isfaction with the progress
made in the construction
of the Dar es Salaam - Mo-
rogoro section of the Stand-
ard Gauge Railway (SGR) as
it has now reached 87 per
cent.

Addressing a crowd in

Ruvu after touring the
project from Ruvu to Pugu
stations (50 kilometres)
by engineering train, the
premier commended the
contractor for the speed
and quality of the work
done.

He also reminded the
contractor to ensure that
construction work is
completed on time as per
contractual

TURN TO PAGE 2
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By Henry Mwangonde, Kilwa

RESIDENTS of Songosongo
Island in Kilwa District, Lindi
Region, are leading a dream
life without the burden of
paying utility bills and school
fees for their children.

Thanks to the Songosongo

gas field located on and off its
shore, the island is exempted
from the hustle and tussle
other Tanzanians must
undergo to make ends meet.
As part of its corporate social
responsibility, the company
extracting natural gas there
has put up a water purification

‘The Guardian’
visited the island
recently to learn of

this unique lifestyle

plant and the precious liquid is
piped to homes free of charge.
Gas-generated electricity is
also supplied free.

‘The Guardian’ visited the
island recently to learn of this
unique lifestyle.

A two hour boat journey
from KilwaMasoko will lead

one to the archipelago, made
up of a collection of five tiny
islands surrounded by reefs,
located to the southwest of the
Mafia Island.

Aband of fringe reef protects
the islands from the open sea,
stretching approximately 40
kilometres.

Gas pays for Songosongo islanders’ basic needs

The island is mostly resided
by local people with a few
visitors, the Makondes from
the nearby region of Mtwara.

Upon arrival one may think
there is no one residing as the
place is quiet at the main entry
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PM inspects Dar-to -Moro
SGR portion, 87pc finished

FROM PAGE 1

agreement so  that
Tanzanians  move to
modern and fast transport.

He took time to remind
the Tanzania Railway
Corporation (TRC)
management to ensure
the contractor  pays
accrued debts to suppliers
and subcontractors as
President John Magufuli
ordered in his recent tour
of the project.

“Frankly speaking, the
contractor has done good
job so far. It is our hope
that he will finish the job
on time as per agreement,”
he said.

The 7.2 trn/- project
is executed by the
Turkish construction
firm-YapiMerkez for the
300 kilometre section,
followed by the Morogoro-
Makutopora section (422
kilometres).

Majaliwa told TRC
Managing Director
Masanja Kadogosa to

fast-track an evaluation
exercise for residents
of Pugu Kisiwani whose
dwellings and other built
structures are within the
railway reserve zone.

The directive came
after complaints from
the residents of the Pugu
Kisiwani in Ilala district
who wanted to know
the fate of promised
compensation.

“I have directed the TRC
boss and his team to come
and start the evaluation
process that seemed
to be moving slowly
somewhere, so that they
can be paid and vacate the

space,” he said.

He assured the residents
that no one will lose
his or her rights during
the evaluation process,
to pave the way for
construction of the SGR
Mombasa - Pugu Kisiwani
section.

He similarly asked Coast
Regional Commissioner
Evaristo Ndikilo to ensure
that ongoing conflicts
between cattle herders
and farmers are solved.

At Ruvu station some
residents expressed fears
following attack from a
group of herders causing
injuries and destruction
of crops, and nothing had
been done so far.

The Deputy Minister
for Works, Transport
and Communications,

Atashasta Nditiye said the
government was finalizing
the tender procedures of
procuring the fast track
train when construction
of the SGR is completed.

He said the Dar es
Salaam-Moshi Arusha
train will be launched
anytime from now as the
renovation of the old rail
track was largely over.

Kadogosa said that

once renovating the meter
gauge track was over, the
train can travel at the
speed of 70 Kkilometres,
from 35 kilometres per
hour in the past.

The TRC management

had directed the
contractor to pay
the suppliers and
subcontractors debts

amounting to over 21bn/-,
he added.

Gas pays for Songosongo islanders’ basic needs

FROM PAGE 1

point to the township.

Songosongoo  village  head
Swaluya Hassan Saad said most
residents of the island are known
thus if you are a visitor you are
easily recognized.

At a glance, Songosongo is akin

to any village in Tanzania with
plenty of thatched houses and
poor access roads. The island’s
shores housed Tanzania’s first
natural gas development project
comprising three shallow water
wellhead platforms.

Natural gas was discovered both
offshore and onshore, with five
oil and gas companies currently

pumping the gas onshore and
then to Dar es Salaam through the
Mtwara-Dar es Salaam pipeline, to
generate electricity.

The gas generating company
pays school fees for any performing
student from the island, ranging
from secondary school to
university.

Each month the company picks

youths from within the island to
work temporarily on a rotational
basis, the village leader said.

But despite these provisions,
there are some who think life can
be improved at the island, from
what it is now.

Hassan Mussa, a local resident,
said the gas economy was yet to
trickle down to the island as there

was a lot to be improved.

“We believe that in the near
future we will have gas experts
from this area because this was a
new thing to us,” he said.

There is need to have a well
equipped health facility and other
important social services, he
added.

Agro-fivestock ministries plan joint strategies, new research
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Chief Justice Prof Ibrahim Hamis Juma (C) cuts a ribbon in Shinyanga municipality yesterd
Zone of the High Court of Tanzania. He is with former CJ Mohamed Chande Othman (L) and Shinyanga regional commissioner Zainab
Telack (R). Photo: Correspondent Marco Maduhu

FAC launches regional electronic cargo and driver tracking system

By Guardian Corrrespondent

The East African Community (EAC)
secretariat has announced the launch
of the Regional Electronic Cargo and
Driver Tracking System (RECDTS) in
various border posts across the region
in what is touted as a big game charger
in improving truck turnaround and
reducing corridors’ transit costs.

RECDTS launched at border points of
Malaba, Rusumo, and Kobero yesterday.
Malaba border is the second busiest
border crossing in Africa and serves a
number of land-locked countries that
include Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi,
Nothern Zambia, DR Congo, Central
African Republic and South Sudan.

Uganda is the biggest transit market for
Mombasa port, with about 30 percent of
Mombasa port’s total cargo volume going
to the country. The port is today handling

34 million metric tonnes of cargo every
year.

About 95 per cent of Rwanda’s imports
pass through the Rusumo border, ferried
from Dar es Salaam port. According to
official statistics, some 270 heavy trucks
passed through the Rusumo border every
day, prior to Covid 19.

The launch at Mutukula will take place
on 14 August 2020, EAC announced in a
tweet yesterday. In Namanga, the launch
will take place on 21 August 2020. About 418
vehicles a day pass through the Mutukula
border point, with trucks taking over a day
on average to process through customs
from Tanzania to Uganda prior to Covid 19.

Kenya and Tanzania in early June agreed
to reopen their borders after a diplomatic
tiff and a tense week that was marked by
a simmering trade dispute occasioned by
the Covid-19 pandemic. Travel guidelines
and restrictions rekindled a festering trade
war that had seen both countries impose

FROM PAGE 1

in the region at national
level.

The two concurred in
their remarks that it was
high time for the two min-
istries with related duties
to work collaboratively by
sharing work plans, best
practices as well as strate-
gies and researches.

“The country’s livestock
and agriculture sectors still
face diverse challenges and
to contain the situation, the
best way is for parent minis-
tries to start working more
closely,” the deputy minister
declared.

As part of efforts to spur
performance of the agri-
culture and livestock sec-
tors, there is need for joint
researches for uplifting the
S two sectors, he stated.

Shinyanga “Working and strategizing
agendas closely will enable

agriculture research insti-
tutes and experts to share
a roundtable with their
livestock counterparts to
produce desired results like
production of animal breeds
and feeds as well as how to
mitigate diseases that affect
both sectors,” he specified.

Bashe urged TALIRI to
ensure implementation of
modern crossbreeding pro-
grammes being carried out
do not affect the welfare
and development of local
breeds.

“It’s better for you to en-
sure introduction and ap-
plication of scientific cross
breeding of animals of dif-
ferent genetics in Tanzania
is not in any way thwart-
ing smooth development
and presence of key local
breeds,” he emphasized.

For his part, Mpina ex-
pressed optimism that the
envisaged joint working

system will help facilitate
and solve setbacks retard-
ing development of the two
sectors.

He stated that most re-
search conducted was not
fully benefiting the targeted
groups, hence the need for
a fresh and reliable research
model to ensure that find-
ings of such studies play in-
tended roles in improving
the sectors.

He spoke also of the need
for major improvement in
animal feeds, vaccination
services, by putting up live-
stock clinics in every district
countrywide.

Dr Eligy Shirima, the TAL-
IRI director general, said the
facility was strategizing and
implementing a series of re-
searches and programmes
to improve the general per-
formance of the sectors.

Dr Marry Kishe, acting re-
search director at the Tan-

zania Fisheries Research In-
stitute (TAFIRI), meanwhile
said the institute had so far
played a helpful role in fos-
tering professional improve-
ment of fishery resources
in the country’s main water
bodies.

The quantity of Nile Perch
annually in Lake Victoria
has improved from 553,000
tonnes in 2018 to 916,000
tonnes in 2019, she said,
noting also that TAFIRI is
working around the clock
to battle the effects of illegal
fishing.

Today is the apex of
this year’s edition of the
NaneNane agricultural
exhibition, which recognizes
the contribution of farmers
to the national economy.
The one-week fair takes
place every year in major
Ccrop-growing regional
centres like Simiyu, officials
noted.

Membe promises

sanctions on each other and ban trade in
certain goods.

Government  officials from both
countries, who met in Namanga in early
June, resolved to facilitate a seamless cross-
border movement of goods and end the
standoff.

The EAC secretariat has been piloting
the system since last month. This followed
a joint ministerial meeting of the Ministers
responsible for Health, Trade and EAC
Affairs held on 25th March of 2020 and in
line with a directive by the Sectoral Council
on Trade, Finance and Investment held on
3rd June this year to discuss the subject.

This initiative has received support
from Trademark East Africa (TMEA)
in partnership with the East African
Community (EAC). Other key private sector
players such as the Federation of East
African Freight Forwarders Associations
(FEAFFA), the apex body of the Customs
Clearing and Freight Forwarding industry

in East Africa have been involved in the
mobilization of private sector logistics
associations to participate in the review of
the RECDTS system concept. The review
meetings, which were largely held online
provided an opportunity for the private
sector to share their recommendations
with the developers of the system and
ensure it addresses various concerns
raised by its members and the industry at
large.

The system will ride on the Regional
Electronic Cargo Tracking System (RECTS)
platform for tracking cargo movement
along the corridors, which previously
lacked acomponent of tracking individuals,
which has now become necessary in the
wake of Covid 19 pandemic.

Trucking companies will be required to
get accredited on the system by registering
drivers and crew members. Drivers will
be required to have smart phones with
reliable internet connection.

‘clean campaign’

FROM PAGE 1

Election as “quite special”,
noting that his new party has
a plan not only to participate
in the polls but to set out and
actually win.

At its meeting in Dar es
Salaam last week, the ACT-
Wazalendo congress en-
dorsed Membe to run for the
Tanzanian presidency in the
General Election. He was en-
dorsed alongside the party’s
national chairman, Seif Shar-
iff Hamad, as the party’s can-
didate for the Zanzibar presi-

dency.
Announcing the results,
ACT-Wazalendo election

committee chairman Joram

Bashange said 428 congress
members attended the meet-
ing and 420 of them voted for
both candidates.

Membe, who was suspend-
ed from CCM early this year
for what was described as
violating the ruling party’s
rules, joined the opposition
outfit last month.

But in remarks at a ceremo-
ny to welcome him to ACT-
Wazalendo, he said that he
was expelled from CCM sim-
ply for expressing his inten-
tion to run for the presidency
under the ruling party - as
that would mean challenging
Dr Magufuli, who is vying for
a second and constitutionally
final five-year term in office.
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Four people including two Kenyans charged with economic sabotage

By Guardian Reporter

FOUR people including two
Kenyans have appeared before
Kisutu Resident Magistrate
court charged with economic
sabotage.

The suspects who were
brought before the Princi-
pal Resident Magistrate Yusto
Ruboroga are Beth Ngunyi (43),
a trader and resident of Nai-

robi city in Kenya and Frolence
Dirangu (34), a Betlee Company
employee working as Informa-
tion and Communication Tech-
nology Officer, Alven Swai (26)
and Godluck Macha (28) Tan-
zanians and residents of Mbezi
beach in Dar es Salaam.
Reading the charges, the State
Attorney, Batilda Mushi claimed
that between July 1 and 26, this
year in various areas, the sus-

pects organized and committed
the crime thus commissioning
loss of 16.6m/- to the Tanzania
Communications  Regulatory
Authority (TCRA).

He said that on July 13, this
year in Tarakea area, Rombo
District in Kilimanjaro Region,
Ngunyi and Dirangu imported
electronic devices in the coun-
try without having TCRA’s li-
cence.

He also claimed that on July
20, this year at Kibona Lodge
area in Mbezi Beach, Dar es
Salaam, the suspects installed
the communication electronic
devices without having licence
from TCRA.

In the fourth charge, advo-
cate Mushi claimed that be-
tween July 20 and 26 this year,
at Kibona Lodge Mbezi Beach,
the suspects illegally repaired

the electronic devices.

It is also claimed that the
suspects illegally started to op-
erate the communications ma-
chines without licence.

Mushi claimed that the sus-
pects also used the communi-
cations devices with the aim
of supplying communication
without getting approval from
TCRA.

“The suspects also evaded

paying the required expenses
which are needed to allow
communication from outside
the country. They used the
machines to allow communica-
tion without having a licence,”
Mushi read.

In the ninth charge, it was
claimed that on July 13 this year,
near Kibona Lodge in Mbezi
Beach, the suspects (Ngunyi
and Dirangu) were in the coun-

try without permit.

On July 15, suspect Macha
claimed to keep Dirangu and
Ngunyi in his house being
aware that they do not have
permission to enter the coun-
try. In the eleventh charge, it
was claimed that between July
20 and 26 this year, at Kibona
Lodge area in Mbezi Beach, the
suspects caused loss of 16.6m/-
to the TCRA.

“ :

Paul Kamkulu (4th-R), an acting assistant manager with the Tanzania Revenue Authority’s customs department, in-
troduces the authority’s staff at the Namanga One-Stop Border Post in Arusha Region earlier this week to TRA board
chairman Dr Suleiman Missango, commissioner general Dr Edwin Mhede and board members. The delegation was at
Namanga earlier this week for a first-hand account of TRA's operations there. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

TBA urged to offer quality building services

ing key public institutions and the govern-
ment still rely on your good services and
thus, just improve your deliverance to
comply with fast-speed of the fifth phase

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, Simiyu

THE Tanzania Building Agency (TBA)
has been challenged to continue deliver-
ing quality building services in order to
fast track a pace of economic activities in
Tanzania.

Speaking at the TBA’ pavilion in the
on-going Nanenane exhibition in Simiyu
region, Regional Commissioner for Mara
Region, Kigoma Malima said the state-

formance.

owned agency had so far played key role
in facilitating construction of diverse
public institutions in Tanzania. He un-
veiled that, the fifth phase government
still plans to undertake hundreds and
thousands structures in different re-
gions, urged organization of the agency
to work round the clock to improve per-

“You have so far paid remarkable and
commendable roles in helping construct-

government,” he advised the agency.

within the country.

TBAs Acting Manager, Public Rela-
tions and Marketing, Fredrick Kalinga,
the agency was implementing a pro-
ject for the construction of affordable
but modern houses in various parts

Tanzania elected president of OACPS

By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIA has been elected president of the Ministers’
Council of the Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific
States (OACPS) effective from August 1, to January 31, 2021.

In a statement availed to the media yesterday, the position
officially given to the foreign Affairs and East African Coopera-
tion Minister Prof Palamagamba Kabudi and was received on
his behalf by the deputy minister Dr. Damas Ndumbaro during
the emergence meeting of council of ministers held on July 28,
this year.

Tanzania becomes the president of the council after the
ambassador of Tanzania in Belgium Jestas Nyamanga having
been elected the chairman of the OACPS diplomats based in
Brussels.

As per OACPS, the county which its envoys becomes chair-
man of the union, then its Foreign Affairs minister directly be-
comes the President of the Cabinet.

The decision to elect Tanzania was made by ambassadors
from 15 countries in the Eastern Africa Region at a meeting
held on July 2, 2020 and later approved by all the ambassadors
of 79 ambassadors from the OACPS countries through their
meeting held in Brussels on July 14, this year.

Tanzania, which is taking over the position from Gambia, is
committed to implementing various issues of interest to OACPS
Countries, including overseeing the finalization of negotiations
on the new OACPS-EU Partnership Agreement which is ex-
pected to take effect in January 2021 after of the current Coto-
nou Partnership Agreement expires in December 2020.

Tanzania is also well prepared to ensure the interests of
OACPS countries are included in the new agreement.

In addition, Tanzania is committed to implement various
strategies of the community in the fight against Covid-19 pan-
demic and its adverse economic impacts in the member coun-
tries.

“Other priority areas which Tanzania will invest its efforts in-
clude to increase integration and cooperation among member
states of the community; overseeing operational and system
changes to align with the time changes as well as maintaining

solidarity and unity among the member states,” read part of
the statement.

Also among the benefits which Tanzania will get of being the
president of the council is to increase the influence of our coun-
try in planning and implementing various strategies, projects
and programmes of the OACPS including those implemented
in collaboration with the European Union and other develop-
ment partners such as agriculture, investment, trade and entre-
preneurship, environment, infrastructure, youth and culture.

This is the third time for Tanzania to lead the council minis-
ters’ position since it joined in 1975.

Other reasons that led to Tanzania be elected to lead the po-
sition is due to the increase in its influence on the OACPS Com-
munity, Policies and solid steps taken by President John Magu-
fuli in supervising various national and international issues as
well as effective performance of the ministry of foreign affairs
in overseeing Foreign Policy.

This includes Tanzania’s active participation in issues affect-
ing the interests of OACPS member states.

The Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific States
(OACPS), formerly known as the African, Caribbean and Pacific
(ACP) Group of States, was created by the Georgetown Agree-
ment in 1975.

It is composed of 79 African, Caribbean and Pacific states,
with all, save Cuba, signatories to the Cotonou Agreement, or
the “ACP-EC Partnership Agreement”, which binds them to the
European Union. The OACPS comprises 48 countries from Sub-
Saharan Africa, 16 from the Caribbean and 15 from the Pacific.

Some of the main objectives of the OACPS include sustain-
able development of its Member-States and their gradual inte-
gration into the global economy, which entails making poverty
reduction a matter of priority and establishing a new, fairer,
and more equitable world order.

Others are coordination of the activities of the ACP Group in
the framework of the implementation of ACP-EC Partnership
Agreements; consolidation of unity and solidarity among ACP
States, as well as understanding among their peoples and es-
tablishment and strengthening of peace and stability in a free
and democratic society.

BARRICK

BULYANHULU

Advertisement
BULYANHULU GOLD MINE LIMITED
Requests the submission of Expressions of Interest from qualifying parties wanting
to participate in the below work packages as part of the Restart Project
at Bulyanhulu Gold Mine

Bulyanhulu Gold Mine Limited (BGML) is a fully owned subsidiary of Twiga Minerals Corporation. Bulyanhulu Gold Mine Site
is located 45km south of Lake Victoria, in the Kahama District of Shinyanga Region, northern Tanzania. There are road accesses
to the mine from Mwanza, 127km to the northeast and from the town of Kahama, 84km to the south.

BGMIL, therefore, invites “Expressions of Interest” from reputable, experienced and certified companies interested
in pre-qualifying for inclusion in a tender process for the provision of the following Goods and Services.

No. Reference no. | Description of work/goods to be

procured

Pre-Qualification Criteria

BUL-20-07-305 | Equipment

Installation — Process Plant:
Installation of equipment’s
(Screens, Cyclones, Pumps),
Fabrication and installation of
feeding and discharge chutes for

all equipment’s

Mechanical Contractor with CRB registration
Experience working with similar works, installation of
heavy industrial equipment’s since last 3 years

Highly skilled workforce — certified - welders, riggers,
scaffolders

Competence in Working at Heights and fully conversant
with the risks and control measures of working in Mining
industry

Team with multi discipline members should have sound
Knowledge of Mine Health & Safety acts.

Company to have more than 5 years of experience

BUL-20-07-306 | Construction

of Open Stockpile : Earth works

open stockpile

and Liner works for construction of

Civil Contractor with CRB registration

Experience working with similar works, earthworks
and liner installation works in last 3 years

Should have fleet of equipment’s — Articulated
dump trucks, Loaders, Excavators, Pneumatic
compacting roller, Bulldozer, etc.

Certifications for HDPE lining systems welders

Fully conversant with the risks and control measures
of working in Mining industry

Team with multi discipline members should have sound
Knowledge of Mine Health & Safety acts.

Company to have more than 5 years of experience

BUL-20-07-307 | Equipment Installation

and Commissioning

Specialist — Process Plant :
Equipment installation and
commissioning — Process plant

equipment’s

Consultancy firm into Engineering design

and Project Management in Mineral Processing Industries
Experience working with similar works, in engineering
design and project management of Mineral processing
companies since last 5 years

Highly skilled workforce of Engineers, Installation

and Commissioning Experts, Technical Draftsmen

with onsite experience

Fully conversant with the risks and control measures
of working in Mineral processing industry

Team with multi discipline members should have
sound Knowledge of Mine Health & Safety acts.
Company to have more than 5 years of experience

BUL-20-07-308 | Design and Supply of new
containerised MCC complete with
Switchgear, Fire protection and
suppression system and earth

leakage protection

Companies who have been designing

and manufacturing switchgear for more than 10 years
Schneider switchgear

Manufacturing lead time

Cost

Guarantee and warranty time frames

BUL-20-07-309 | Pneumatic Knife Valves

Make/Clarkson equivalent

Valve Specialist company with support
Slurry flush ports

Quality

Lead time

Cost

Guarantee and warranty time frames

BUL-20-07-310 | Supply of Steel - 135 Tons

Grade of steel as specified
Length and size

Cost

Lead time

BUL-20-07-311 | Conveyor Equipment (Gearbox

set, Idlers, Belt, Viz)

Manufacturer — 10 years’ experience
Quality

Cost

Lead time

Annual Mills Condition
inspection : Annual inspection
of Mills — SAG mill, ball Mill &
Regrind Mill

BUL-29-07-312

Company into design, engineering and manufacturing
of Mills for Mineral Processing Industry

Highly skilled workforce in inspection and audits

of Mills for Mineral processing industry

Team with multi discipline members should have sound
Knowledge of Mine Health & Safety acts.

Company to have more than 10 years of experience

BUL-29-07-313 | Foundation & Jacking Pads Repair
Works : Repair works on Mill
foundations and Jacking pads in

process plant

Civil Contractor having experience in concrete repair
works

Experience working with similar repair civil works in last
5 years

Highly skilled workforce

Fully conversant with the risks and control measures of
working in Mining industry

Team with multi discipline members should have sound
Knowledge of Mine Health & Safety acts.

Company to have more than 5 years of experience

Trommel & Journal Liner
Installation - Ball Mill : Installation
of trammel and journal liners on
Ball Mill — Process Plant

BUL-29-07-314

iv.

Company into design, engineering and manufacturing
of Mills for Mineral Processing Industry

Highly skilled workforce in inspection and audits of Mills
for Mineral processing industry

Team with multi discipline members should have sound
Knowledge of Mine Health & Safety acts.

Company to have more than 10 years of experience

The above Goods & Services are intended to be awarded through a competitive tendering process in which a restricted number of
suitable qualified and experienced contractors shall be invited to receive the tender documents. If your company would like to be
considered for pre-qualification to receive the invitation to tender, please submit an “Expression of Interest” on your company’s
letterhead together with the following additional information and/or documentation:

. Full company profile;

. Company registration documents i.e. Certificate of incorporation, business licence, TIN, VRN, Tax Clearance

Certificate etc.;

Applicable certification, accreditation and affiliated registration

Years’ service and experience of key personnel to be assigned to project

Required equipment availability to perform the specific work

Indicate the above Reference number and description on your Expression of interest submission.

Kindly send your response by email to bulytender@barrick.com by latest close of business on the 13th August 2020.
Any responses received after this date shall not be considered. Please quote reference number in the subject line of your email.

Pre-qualification of any company submitting an “Expression of Interest” shall be at the sole discretion of BGML.

For and on behalf of BULYANHULU GOLD MINE LIMITED
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United People’s Democratic Party Union presidential candidate Twalib Ibrahim Kadege (R) and his running-mate, Rama-
dhani Ally Abdallah, with the bag containing their candidacy endorsement forms shortly after NEC chairman Judge (rtd)
Kaijage (R) presented the documents to them in Dodoma yesterday.
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Alliance Democratic Change Union presidential candidate Queen Sendiga (R) and her running-mate, Shoka Khamis Shoka,
show the bag containing their candidacy endorsement forms shortly after National Electoral Commission chairman Judge
(rtd) Semistocles Kaijage (R) presented the documents to them in Dodoma yesterday. Photos: Correspondent Ibrahim

Joseph

NEC chairman Judge (rtd) Kaijage (R) presents the Union presidential candidacy endorsement forms to Sauti ya Umma’s

MEDA: 500 farmers trained on best cassava
cultivation technologies for improved yield

By Guardian Correspondent, Simiyu

CASSAVA farmers in Lake Zone re-
gions including Shinyanga, Tabora,
Mwanza and Kagera have a reason to
smile, thanks to MEDA organisation
for training 500 farmers on best cas-
sava cultivation technologies for im-
proved yields.

MEDA is supporting cassava farm-
ers in the targeted regions through its
project—Best Cassava’” which among
other things aims to ensure access to
quality-assured, disease-resistant and
higher yielding cassava seed varieties
in the right quantities at an affordable
price.

Cassava has been transitioning
from a staple crop to a commercial
crop generating economically sus-
tainable livelihoods for farmers and is
therefore increasingly crucial for agri-
cultural sector transformation.

Addressing farmers who visited
the Meda pavilion at the ongoing
Nanenane agricultural exhibition at
the Nyakabindi grounds in Simiyu
Region, the organization’s Resident
Project Manager, Stephen Magige said

farmers have already started to ben-
efit from the quality cassava seeds
which are currently distributed in the
regions.

Magige noted that farmers in Lake
Zone regions have for years been fac-
ing challenges of poor quality seeds
and pests, the thing that resulted in
most of them stopping to cultivate the
food and commercial crop.

He said previously, most of the cas-
sava seeds were not resistant to pests.

“We have capacitated farmers to
produce quality and disease-resistant
seeds by using simple technologies.
The new cassava varieties are also
draught resistant,” he said mention-
ing the new seed varieties as Mkum-
ba, Mkulanga-Wani and Holela.

Research associate at Internation-
al Institute of Tropical Agriculture
(IITA), Juma Yabeja said the new cas-
sava seed varieties currently used by
farmers have been certified by the
Tanzania Official Seed Certification
Institute (TOSCI).

He said seed producers do not need
to carry them to market places, as
they are sold direct from the farm,

thus reducing costs.

According to Yabeja, the established
electronic systems where all seed pro-
ducers are registered with detailed in-
formation including location of their
farms. He said through the system,
interested buyers can easily trace the
producer and but the seeds direct
from the farm.

One of the farmers who engages in
seed production, Veronica Sumbuka
from Tarime-Rural District in Mara
Region, said the new certified cassava
varieties have resulted into increased
yields whereas they now harvesting
up to 7 tonnes of cassava per acre.

She said: “We now have the best
cassava seeds which are draught and
disease resistant,”

A farmer, Masunga Nandi from Bari-
adi District in Simiyu Region said the
new seed varieties are different from
traditional ones. He said the new va-
rieties guarantee them with enough
yields for food and business.

In Tanzania, cassava is cultivated in
Mwanza, Mtwara, Lindi, Shinyanga,
Tanga Ruvuma, Mara Kigoma, the
coastal regions and Zanzibar.

Mtamwega Mgaywa in Dodoma yesterday. Looking on (L) is the candidate’s running-mate, Satia Musa Bebwa.
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New initiative to enhance
employability of graduates

By Guardian Reporter

A NEW programme has
kicked off to give Tanzanian
graduates  problem-solving
skills to improve their chanc-
es of employing themselves

or being hired.
Implemented by digital
transformation ~ company

Smart Codes through its
Smart Lab platform in part-
nership with Human Devel-
opment Innovation Fund,
the initiative is billed as an
antidote to the problem of
graduates ending up as job
seekers instead of job crea-
tors.

Speaking  during the
launch in Dar es Salaam last
week, The CEO and founder
of Smart Codes Edwin Bruno
said the programme is de-
signed to accommodate over
400 students in a number of
universities in Tanzania, in-
cluding the University of Dar
es Salaam, St Joseph Universi-
ty, Dar es Salaam Institute of
Technology and the Institute
of Finance Management.

“Given the available tech-
nology, we believe that there
is a great opportunity in cul-
tivating good tech talents
and young entrepreneurs

with innovative mindsets
from universities for future
great tech-based companies.
That is what this programme
aims to achieve by the time it
ends,” he said.

He added that the insti-
tutional capacity building
under the university out-
reach programme will be
conducting online training
to university students as a
capacity building in the ar-
eas most critical to employ-
ment and also getting them
to understand the innova-
tion practices in relation to
problem-solving and com-
ing up with groundbreaking
solutions.

“This will give students a
chance to think about the
problems around them, co-
create innovative solutions,
and develop business cases
around these solutions,”
Bruno said.

The CEO added that the
initiative has various activi-
ties including soft skills train-
ing, human-centered design
thinking workshops, partner-
ing with various organiza-
tions and companies in the
corporate world, and finally
career fair mainly in the tech
and engineering industry.

Students invent simple and natural way to help preserve fresh produce

By Getrude Mbago

TWO students from Kisimiri sec-
ondary school in Arusha Region
have invented a simple and natural
way of using lemon grass oil popu-
lar as Mchaichai to preserve fresh
produce from rotting.

They are Albert Mhagama and
Sarah Kasala. Their invention made
them to become runner-up in the
just ended Young Scientists Tan-
zania (YST) annual exhibition and
awards.

According to the students, the
new simple way would help ma-
jority of small-scale entrepreneurs
(SMEs) who have been struggling
to find funds to purchase modern
preservation tools.

“Many small entrepreneurs, es-
pecially the green grocers obtain
great loss since they cannot afford
to preserve their products because
most preservative methods are ex-
pensive to them,” said Mhagama.

Mhagama said that their research
was conducted in various parts of
Arusha Region.

“We visited the Meru area in-
cluding Kisimiri, Ngarenanyuki,
Momella and other areas like Usa
River and observed the markets
and schools to see the extent of
rotting of groceries in markets and
the way the school desks and other
furniture have been affected by ter-
mites,” he said.

He said that interviews were con-
ducted to normal residents of Mer-
uarea, asking them on their knowl-
edge and uses on lemongrass,
furniture producers were also in-
terviewed on how they ensure du-
rable furniture to their clients.

Also furniture attacks by termites
and other wood eating insects has
been another problem to people
using furniture and houses made of
wood especially in areas of Kisimiri,
Majiyachai, Momela, Usa River and
other areas of Meru.

“What people do not know is that
all these problems can be solved
easily and cheaply by the use of
lemon grass oil. Many Tanzanians,
plant the lemon grass (Mchaichai)
for tea purposes only. This project
brings about another useful way to
use the lemon grass. Lemon grass
oil can be locally obtained to solve
this problem,” Mhagama added.

He added: “In this section, we
tested for three things; what causes
the rotting of vegetables and fruits.
The chemicals present in the lem-
ongrass oil and their properties es-
sential for prevention of fruit and
vegetable rotting. We also tested
the types of fruits which can be
preserved, preservation duration
and other conditions in which this
method may be suitable.”

According to him, they later
found that lemon grass produces
best results when used to preserve

fresh produce.

“The role of the lemongrass oil is
that when the fruit is dipped in the
oil, it prevents the ripening hence
rotting of the fruits since the oil
hinders the produced ethylene gas
from spreading to the surrounding
fruits, and also since it has antibac-
terial, antifungal, antimicrobial,
properties it then prevents bacteria
and any other microorganism from
attacking the fruits and vegetables
hence rendering them safe and free
from rotting,” he said.

Kasala said that they also experi-
mented on the types of fruits and
vegetables which can be stored or
preserved using the lemon grass
oil and the conditions which this
method holds.

“We then found that all sorts of
vegetables can be preserved and
the fruits which are suitable for this
method are tomatoes, bananas,
berries, pears, avocadoes, pawpaw
among others,” she said.

She said fruits and vegetables can
be preserved for as long as eight to
ten days depending on the type of
fruit, this method does not alter the
chemical composition of the prod-
ucts.

“The anti-bacterial, anti-fungal,
anti-oxidant, and anti-microbial
properties of the lemongrass oil are
responsible for the preservation
of the fruits and vegetables. The
insect repellent, verminfugal and

fungicidal properties present in the
lemon grass oil are responsible for
preventing insect attacks on furni-
ture made of wood, hence making
it durable and strong for a longer
time. The oil works when it is ap-
plied on the surface of the respec-
tive furniture,” Kasala explained.

The students extended their
sincere gratitude to their teachers-
Valentine Tarimo and Emmanuel
Peter for their effective supervision
and assistance.

In the YST annual awards, two
students from Nganza Girls Sec-
ondary School in Mwanza Region
emerged overall winners for inves-
tigating and analyzing the unique-
ness of the ‘Hydroponic Fodder”, in
doubling fish production.

YST board chairman Prof Yunus
Mgaya said that the 2020 YST exhi-
bition attracted over 6000 projects
from various areas of science such
as chemical, physical and math-
ematical science, biological and
ecological, behavioral and social
sciences as well as technology.

“The YST exhibition and awards
aim at encouraging and producing
more competent and innovative
graduates who will be able to trans-
form their communities through
innovation,” he said.

He added that; “We strongly
believe that investment in educa-
tion will not only help improve
the teaching methodology and

research in the field of science but
also, help to encourage more stu-
dents to join the science platforms
at their schools and nourish their
scientific talent.”

During his opening remarks,
the YST executive director and co-
founder Dr Gosbert Kamugisha
said that: “Right from the start in
2011, YST embraced mobile and
digital technology and through our
extensive mobile network logistics
we managed to reach schools in all
regions and developed a grass-root
driven science for development
movement.”

He said this year on the 10th Anni-
versary, YST faced many challenges
posed by the global COVID-19 pan-
demic. Many innovative strategies
were applied to restructure and
deliver YST2020 to mitigate these
challenges.

He said that the YST Digital Men-
toring and Judging Framework was
developed which allowed research
to continue and remote judging of
the projects.

Dr Kamugisha commended the
main sponsors including the Ka-
rimjee Jivanjee Foundation (KJF)
for their continued generous sup-
port.

“We were immensely grateful for
the incredible support of compa-
nies and organisations across the
private, government and develop-
ment sectors,” he added.
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Open cafes to spur coffee
drinking habit, RAS urges
coffee processing investors

By Guardian Correspondent, Bukoba

KAGERA Regional Administrative
Secretary Prof Faustine Kamuzora has
urged the investor of the coffee process-
ing factory-Ammza to open cafes that
will push people to adopt coffee drink-
ing culture.

Coffee drinking statistics for Kagera
Region shows that only five percent of
the residents drink coffee compared
to the region’s production of 70,000
tonnes for the 2019/2020 season.

Kamuzora was speaking shortly af-
ter receiving the factory performance
report that listed, among others, infra-
structures challenges and the need for
internal and external markets for the
processed coffee, taking into considera-
tion that the region is bordered by five
countries.

He said the first thing is to create a 50-
50 percent internal and external mar-
ket, but stressed that the need to instill
coffee drinking culture was also impor-
tant in creating the internal market.

“Hence our investor should also think
of opening cafes in the urban areas to
encourage people to drink coffee,” Ka-
muzora said.

The investor, Amiry Amza said if
there was an adequate workforce, the
number of coffee drinkers will increase.

He said as for now the factory can
produce 3 tonnes of processed coffee

per year, despite various challenges in-
cluding power outages and small capi-
tal. “If he completes the construction
of power infrastructure to have reliable
power supply, by 2022 I can utilise 33
tonnes per week,” Amza said.

He said the current production level
has seen the employment of 42 people
in various categories.

Recent statistics from the Tanzania
Coffee Board (TCB) depicts that coffee
exports for 2019/2020 season was es-
timated at 50,000 tonnes, down from
68,000 tonnes in 2018/19 farming sea-
son. Until 2000, coffee used to contrib-
ute to at least five percent of Tanzania’s
export earnings accounting with Kili-
manjaro and Arusha regions account-
ing for 20 percent of the export.

By 2010, the country’s share in the
global coffee had shrunk to a mere 0.8
percent though Tanzania is ranked
third after Kenya and Ethiopia in the ex-
port Arabica coffee.

If he completes the
construction of power
infrastructure to have
reliable power supply,
by 2022 | can utilise 33
tonnes per week

—

St} [

/e :
i -~ - B LY

Jane Mgidange (C), coordinator of the Free Pentecostal Church of Tanzania’s inclusive education project, pictured on Thursday presenting personal protective items

including buckets, soap and hand sanitiser to Shaff Juma - a Standard Two pupil with disability at Dodoma Region’s Nkuhungu Primary School. Photo: Correspon-
dent Peter Mkwavila

UDSM graduates challenged

By Guardian Reporter

UNIVERSITY of Dar es Salaam
(UDSM) graduates have been
challenged to work as volun-
teers instead of waiting for for-
mal employment in the govern-
ment.

The University’s Vice Chan-
cellor, Prof William Anangisye,
made the statement recently
when speaking during the uni-
versity’s 50th graduation cer-
emony in Dar es Salaam where

581 students were conferred
with degrees.

Prof Anangisye said that all
the graduates are responsi-
ble for bringing development
changes at their specific locali-
ties as well as the nation.

“You should not wait to be em-
ployed, since you have the skills,
you must volunteer to work in
accordance with your profes-
sionals,” said the VC, urging the
graduates to be sharp in grab-
bing job opportunities in the la-

bour market.

He reminded them that they
are the country’s workforce and
that Tanzanians are waiting
to benefit from their acquired
knowledge and skills.

Prof Anangisye said: “You
must be sharp and rapidly-
changing to be able to grab job
opportunities. You should be
disciplined in whatever you do
to protect the university’s im-
age,”

According to him, the uni-

versity has been recording an
increased number of graduates
over the years. He said in 1970
the total number of graduates
was 485 while the number of of-
fered programmes was only 10.

“We had our 10th graduation
in 1980 where the number of
programmes offered was 29, a
total of 989 students graduated,
the number kept increasing
each year,” he noted.

The Vice Councilor said that
in 1990, the number of gradu-

ates dropped to 344 following
closure of the university for one
year due to various disputes. He
added in the year 2000, the uni-
versity had 1,807 graduates.

The number of offered pro-
grammes increased to 132 in
2010 with 6,830 graduates con-
ferred with Degrees, he said.

Chairman of the Council of
University of Dar es Salaam
Judge Damian Lubuva (Retired)
said the council has so far en-
dorsed a number of proposals

and policies. He said they have
approved a request from Min-
istry of Energy to take over the
management of the Mineral Re-
sources Institute, which former-
ly operated under the ministry.

Judge Lubuva informed that
the council has also approved
the university’s strategic plan
for the 2020/2021-2024/2025
which among other things will
look into challenges and suc-
cesses recoded by UDSM during
the particular period.

| to volunteer instead of waiting for formal employment

Meanwhile, Prof Amelia Ki-
vaisi said the outbreak of the
coronavirus pandemic has re-
sulted into retarded develop-
ment around the globe. He said
most of the countries opted for
quarantine as part of measures
to curb Covid-19 spread, hence
delayed development.

The highly contagious, pneu-
monia-causing illness (Corona-
virus) firstly reported in Wuhan,
China has infected over 3 mil-
lion people across the world.

Govt sets aside 200bn/-
for agricultural research
in 2020,/2021 fiscal year

By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

THE government has set aside more than 200bn/-
for research work on agriculture in the fiscal year
2020/2021.

This was disclosed here mid this week by the Dep-
uty Minister for Agriculture, Omar Mgumba when he
was officially opening the 27th Nanenane agricul-
tural, livestock and fisheries exhibition at Themi fair
grounds in the city’s outskirts.

Mgumba instructed for the establishment of a sys-
tem for assessment that would show which train-
ing, technology, equipment or knowledge had been
learned from the exhibition.

He said the main aim of the exhibition was to dis-
cover opportunities in the farming, livestock and
fisheries sectors that will spur the country’s econom-
ic growth.

The deputy minister said the exhibition will also
help in training farmers, herders and fishermen in en-
suring production from the sectors are gainful and con-
tribute to the country’s economy.

On the other hand, Mgumba called upon Tanzanians
to make sure they elect better leaders who will mobilise
for better farming, livestock keeping and fishing meth-
ods to produce raw materials for the country’s indus-
tries.

“It is imperative for the people to elect better leaders
who will be accountable in pushing forward wheels of
development in the farming, livestock and fisheries sec-
tors,” he said.

The Arusha Regional Administrative Secretary, who
is the leader of the Exhibition’s Secretariat, Richard
Kwitega said Themi grounds is among the earliest fair
grounds built with quality infrastructures and pro-
posed it should be used as a centre for dissemination
and training in agriculture, livestock keeping and fish-
eries for the whole year.

He said a total of 650 public institutions participated,
comprising all 22 local councils from the Northern Zone
regions, i.e. Arusha, Kilimanjaro and Manyara regions.

Nane Nane also known as ‘Farmers’ Day’ is celebrat-
ed each year to appreciate the contribution of farm-
ers and all involved in agriculture throughout the
country.

Not only are agricultural products put on display at
the fairs, along with farm technologies and innova-
tions of numerous agricultural companies, but there This was disclosed here by the Dodoma
are also abundant food stands and marketplaces set | City Director, Godwin Kunambi mid this
up. week when speaking to reporters on the city’s

trench just inches away. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

Dodoma City resolves 80 pc of hardcore land contflicts

In addition, he said Dodoma City was grow-
ing fast due to President John Magufuli’s allo-
cation of funds for the big projects being built
to international standards.

“The projects include the Ndugai Market,
central bus station, the ring road and a central
park all valued at 89bn/-, he explained.

He said the Ndugai Market has cost 14,6bn/=,

the central bus station 24bn/-, the ring road
26.7bn and the central park (Chinangali Crea-
tion Center) 2.9bn/-.

Kunambi appealed to Dodoma residents to
cooperate in pushing the development wheel
including protection of the infrastructures
that have cost a lot of public funds.

achievements in resolving land conflicts.

Kunambi said in the last five years the city
has been able to remove hardcore land con-
flicts faced by the residents in various areas.

He also said the City Council has allocated
3,044 land plots to the residents who shifted
to give room for the construction of various
projects in their areas.

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

DODOMA Region has been able to resolve
hardcore land conflicts by 80 percent in the
last five years.
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Erick Atugonza (2nd-R), a medical officer with Moshi municipality, presents one of several banners with messages on the war on Covid-19 to Majengo
market chairman Ismail Mumba (L) on Thursday. It was a donation by the NGO Action for Justice in Society (AJISO) funded by the Foundation for Civil
Society and meant to sensitise the public on ways to fend off the pandemic and other diseases in four markets in the municipality. Photo: Correspondent
James Lanka

Ruvuma Region markets purchase
5.5bn/- worth of minerals in a year

By Guardian Correspondent, Songea

SINCE they were opened in May 2019 the
minerals and gems markets in Ruvuma Region
purchased minerals valued at 5.5bn by May
this year.

Ruvuma Regional Commissioner Chris-
tina Mndeme said during the period, the mar-
kets located at Tunduru and Songea bought
390,936.27 grams of the minerals.

“Royalty obtained from the sale amounted
to 332.09m/-, inspection fees 55.34m/- and ser-
vice charge was 16.60m/-, Mndeme said.

She said the government continues with
the implementation of various activities for
the growth of the mining sector in Ruvuma
Region.

She said the mining sector in the region has
grown fast in areas with licensed miners.

Ruvuma Region Resident Mining Officer,
Eng Jumanne Mohamed Nkana cited the ben-
efits from the establishment of minerals mar-
kets in the country as including better prices
for the minerals due to transparency in the
markets.

He said another benefit was the unneces-
sity to smuggle the minerals, the practice that
made miners being conned of the minerals by
unscrupulous dealers.

He also said it is now easy for the govern-
ment to get correct statistics for levy collection.

He also said in order to solve challenges
facing small miners in Ruvuma region, the
government is building a minerals excellence
centre for them.

RCMndeme mentioned the benefits for hav-
ing such centre as including the availability of
data for miners in the region, allocation of min-
ing areas and provision of training and skills to
the small miners through various stakehold-
ers.

Other benefits she mentioned was the need
for gainful mining, loans for the small miners
and adding value to the minerals, and conflict
resolution among the miners.

Minerals Minister, Dotto Biteko told the
National Assembly in April this year that es-
tablishment of mineral hubs across the coun-
try have contributed into the sector’s growth
from 0.9 percent in 2018 to 12.6 percent in
2019. Biteko said until February 2020, a total
of 28 minerals exchange centres were estab-
lished at different regions insisting the hubs
have greatly contributed in solving many
challenges facing the sector including lack of
coordinated market, tax evasion and illegal
exportation of minerals.

Tabling the ministry’s budget estimates for
the 2020/2021 fiscal year, the minister said
through the mineral exchange centres, small
scale miners have been able to bargain better
prices and sell various minerals worth over
1trn/- between March 2019 and February
2020.

Biteko said the government’s strict meas-
ures to curb illegal exportation of minerals has
facilitated seizure of different minerals worth
US $ 3,210,976.35 and 1,556,209,334.61/- in Tun-
duru, Kyerwa, Mwanza, Mirerani, Holili, Babati,
Hai, Dodoma, Nzega and Kahama.

Investors from Egypt, Namibia to invest in meat processing

By Correspondent Valentine
Oforo, Simiyu

GIANT meat processing
investors from Egypt and
Namibia have lodged ap-
plication to the National
Ranching Company Limited
(NARCO) in readiness to ex-
tend their investments foot-
holds in Tanzania.

The potential investors
seek to install state-of-the-

art meat processing indus-
tries in different parts with-
in the country.

Acting General Director
for NARCO, Masele Shilagi
Mipawa, told The Guardian
during a special interview
at the Nanenane agricul-
tural exhibitions in Simiyu
Region that the Namibian
investors have applied for
at least 10,000 acres in Kal-
ambo and 1,000 in Ruvu for

construction of the vital in-
vestments.

“NARCO will continue set-
ting and encouraging good
investment environment to
attract both local and inter-
national investors to invest
largely in meat processing
sector in Tanzania,” he said.

Mipawa briefed that Egyp-
tians have also applied for a
chunk of land adding more
foreign investors are also in

process to come and invest into
the country’s key economic sec-
tor.

He observed that influx of such
key investment meant a lot in pro-
pelling for the much-needed in-
dustrial economy in the country.

“The increased investments
means fresh doors of direct and
indirect employment for Tanza-
nians, but also, the development
will ensure for production and
supply of diverse key meat related

products,” he expressed.

He detailed that, at least 120
giant and 200 small scale inves-
tors are currently with diverse
contracts with the state-owned
company in different regions in
Tanzania.

“Doors are open for more inves-
tors to come and invest in meat in-
dustry since NARCO’s investment
conditions and set prices are very
patriotic and affordable,” Mipawa
ensured.

With at least 14 well established
ranches, scattered in different
regions, NARCO has a key role to
produce improved livestock spic-
es, as well as other vital animal’s
related products.

Tanzania is rich in livestock re-
sources with a total of 32.2 million
cattle, according to Livestock and
Fisheries Minister, Luhaga Mpina.

In between July 2019 and March
this year, a total of 134 heifers
were produced through Artificial

Insemination (Al) at Kitulo dairy
farm and National Ranching Com-
pany Limited (NARCO).

From the 32.2 million cattle, the
country is endowed with 20 mil-
lion goats, 5.5 sheep, 2 million pigs
and 636,997 donkeys.

According to data from Tanzania
Dairy Board (TDB) the livestock
sector contributes 7.4 percent to
the gross domestic product (GDP)
whereby 30 percent of it is from
the dairy industry.

TCU elevates SAUT-Mbeya centre

to University College of Mbeya

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

TANZANIA Commission for Univer-
sities (TCU) has elevated the former
St Augustine University of Tanzania
(SAUT) Mbeya Centre to be Catholic
University College of Mbeya (CUcom).

Speaking mid this week during the
inauguration of the university, the Pres-
ident of Tanzania Episcopal Confer-
ence (TEC), Bishop Gervas Nyaisonga
said the university has been elevated
after satisfying the needed conditions.

He said the Catholic Church will con-
tinue working together with the gov-
ernment in the development of higher
education to enable the nation have
many intellectuals to solve the coun-
try’s challenges.

Bishop Nyaisonga who is the first CU-
CoM Chancellor said the country’s edu-
cation sector is still far back comparing
with the size of the country, the situa-
tion and the people’s needs.

He said lack of a big number of intel-
lectuals capable to oversee the nation’s
resources and solve people’s problems
is the same as the sheep who lack a
shepherd.

Mbeya Regional Commissioner, Al-
bert Chalamila said the government,
recognising the contribution by univer-
sities in the social and economic fields,
has the responsibility to ensure it puts
in place better infrastructures that will
enable students to study with ease.

He said the government will ensure
social services including water and
power are available in all centres that
provide education to ensure the sector
has the pace in producing profession-
als. SAUT’s Vice Chancellor Ambassa-
dor Costa Mahalu pledged to continue
working together with all departments
under the ministry of education so as
to provide quality education to Tanza-
nians.

Prof Mahalu stressed that as of now
Tanzania needs quality education for
its people in order to produce experts
that will strengthen various sectors for
the country’s economic growth.

He called upon Tanzanians to grab
the opportunity to send their children
to the universities inside and outside
the country to get experts who will as-
sist the country to implement various
development projects.

Prof Mahalu stressed that as of now Tanzania
needs quality education for its people in order to
produce experts that will strengthen various sec-
tors for the country’s economic growth.
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Work in progress at the site of what is meant to be a modern long-distance bus terminal - at Mbezi Luis in suburban Dar es Salaam - as found yesterday. Photo: Cor-

respondent Jumanne Juma

RUWASA in Songea District provides training to nine water consumer communities

By Guardian Correspondent, Songea

THE Rural Water Supply and Sani-
tation Agency (RUWASA) in Songea
District, Ruvuma Region has provid-
ed training and certificates to nine
water consumers communities in
Madaba and Songea District coun-
cils.

Speaking during the training ses-
sion, RUWASA expert in Songea
District Samuel Sanya said the au-
thority working together with the
communities will ensure residents
in the areas with sustainable water

supply.

He however said the communities
will be required to contribute.

The training’s official guest, the
Songea District Administrative Sec-
retary (DAS) Pendo Ndumbaro said
RUWASA’s aim is to enable the com-
munities to have sustainable water
supply.

She said the communities that
have received the training should
be teachers and good supervisors in
the protection of water infrastruc-
tures to enable residents enjoy un-
interrupted water supply service.

Ndumbaro said the nine commu-
nities that received training should
ensure the residents get better ser-
vice, protect the environment, as
the government has dished out a lot
of money for big water projects.

She said apart from the training,
there are also guidelines issued and
endorsed by all the communities
of which she directed they should
enforce, and when infrastructures
are broken down they should be re-
paired using contributions from the
consumers.

The 2017 National Environmental

Status Report indicates that by 2016
only 6 between 10 people (59.7 per-
cent) had access to clean and safe
water in rural areas while 9 out of 10
people access clean and safe water
in urban areas.

At least 60 percent of the coun-
try’s population has access to water
while over 50 percent of Tanzani-
ans spend more than 30 minutes
searching for the precious liquid.
Tanzanians spend at least 5 percent
of their income on water against the
international standard which is 2
percent.

Govt to provide training for quality
animal fodder production - director

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

THE government has embarked on initiative to provide training for cul-
tivation and storage of fodder including distribution of seeds for quality
livestock fodder for herders in the southern highlands regions for healthy
livestock especially during the dry season.

Speaking to reporters mid this week on behalf of various government
institutions under the Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries at the ongoing
Nanenane Exhibition at John Mwakangale grounds in Mbeya, the Acting Di-
rector of Tanzania Livestock Research Institute (TALIRI), Mbeya Centre Dr
Edwin Chang’a said during dry seasons herders in the regions are faced
with an acute scarcity of quality fodder.

He said this results in poor livestock products, and sometimes the ani-
mals die.
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Food vendors based in Dar es Salaam Region attend Thursday’s launch of the issuance of identity cards specially meant for small traders under an ar-
rangement devised by the government and implemented jointly by the regional authorities and a nonprofit organisation known as Mama Alaska Jamii.
Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

TDB to introduce school milk feeding
programme to improve consumption

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, Simiyu

THE Tanzania Dairy Board (TDB) is set
to implement a series of strategies in an
effort to improve milk production and
consumption within the country.

Among the top strategies, include a
plan to introduce a special milk feeding
programme in different primary schools
within the country as well as awareness
campaigns to educate the public on the
important of drinking milk.

Moreover, the board is also in prelimi-
nary processes to start imparting local
small-scale milk processing plants with
needed professional techniques for milk
production and packages, with an eye to
meet recommended international stand-
ards.

In an exclusive interview with The
Guardian during the on-going Nanenane
agricultural exhibitions, observed at the
national level in Nyakabindi grounds, in
Simiyu Region, TDB Acting Registrar, Noe-
ly Byamungu, expressed grave concern
over poor milk-drinking custom among
many Tanzanians.

He briefed, while the World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) recommends that for
better health, an individual is supposed
to consume at least 200 liters of milk in
a year, the rate in Tanzania is disconcert-
ing, currently at 54 litters annually per an
individual.

“To improve consumption, we’re in pro-

cess to establish school milk feeding pro-
gramme (SMFP), the development which
will automatically push for a fresh ‘milk
generation’,” he stated.

Byamungu added: “Our survey estab-
lished also poor milk consumption is a
result of inadequate supply; propelled
often by unreliable milk transportation
from rural to urban areas and thus, we
are seeking a solution to the trend.”

He said the envisaged programme
will go in tandem with key training pro-
grammes over the benefits of drinking
milk at the recommended levels.

Byamungu detailed that the board will
soon also start visiting livestock keepers
in different parts of the country to train
them over milk handling (hygiene) as
well as other key milk procedures.

The Board’s Dairy Processing Officer,
Shehemba Jumaa said most of small
milk processing factories were facing
major challenges hence failing to pro-
duce quality milk products.

According to him, some challenges
include high prices for milk packaging,
unprofessional structures, and facilities
as well as markets.

To address the challenges, he en-
sured, “TDB is planning to start visiting
the factories and assist them on how
to develop professional milk processing
structures, key needed facilities, milk
packaging and coordinated markets,” he
detailed.

WHO ramps up Covid-19 support to hotspot countries in Africa

By Special Correspondent,
Brazzaville

THE first members of a
surge team of health experts
from the World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) have ar-
rived in Johannesburg, South
Africa to bolster the coun-
try’s response to Covid-19. As
the continent nears one mil-
lion cases, WHO is expanding
support to countries experi-
encing a significant uptick in
cases.

South Africa is among the
five countries in the world
most affected by Covid-19.
After their arrival, the WHO
surge team went into quaran-
tine in line with the national
regulations. A second group
of experts will deploy next
week. Altogether more than
40 public health experts are
expected to provide surge
support, working with na-
tional and provincial coun-
terparts on key areas of the
response.

“As the impact of the vi-

rus intensifies in a number
of hotspots in Affrica, so too
are WHO’s efforts,” said Dr
Matshidiso Moeti, WHO Re-
gional Director for Africa.
“At the request of the South
African government, our
experts will be embedded
with the national response
teams, working closely with
local public health officials to
address some of the urgent
challenges the country is cur-
rently facing.”

Across the continent, the
Covid-19 pandemic has taken

varied trends: 10 countries account-
ed for 89% of new cases over the past
two weeks. New cases have increased
by more than 20% in 16 countries in
the African region in the past two
weeks compared with the previous
fortnight.

WHO is increasing support to 11
countries which have requested as-
sistance as they experience a surge
in Covid-19 cases and deaths. The Or-
ganization is mobilizing more tech-
nical experts on the ground, scaling
up trainings to build up local capac-
ity, particularly at the provincial and
district level. With community trans-

mission occurring in more than half
of countries in Africa, WHO is beef-
ing up community engagement and
health education and providing di-
rect material support to strengthen
testing capacity.

“Lack of testing is leading to some
under-reporting of Covid-19 cases
and preventing us from understand-
ing the full picture of the Covid-19
pandemic in Africa,” said Dr Moeti.
“We need to turn this around so
countries can calibrate their re-
sponse, ensuring it is most effective,
and as cases move into the hinter-
lands, testing must be decentralized

from the capital cities.”

To help meet demand for essential
medical equipment across Africa,
WHO and other United Nations agen-
cies have formed a global procure-
ment consortium which leverages
their networks, expertise and prod-
uct knowledge to support countries
that have limited access to markets.
The WHO-led consortium has se-
cured critical volumes of testing kits
and other key diagnostic supplies
from major manufacturers.

So far, the consortium has shipped
1.8 million testing kits to 47 countries
in Africa over the past month. An-

other 1.1 million testing kits are ex-
pected to be dispatched in the com-
ing weeks.

Testing for Covid-19 in Africa re-
mains low by global benchmarks,
but capacity has expanded signifi-
cantly since the outbreak began. In
sub-Saharan Africa, over 6.4 million
polymerase chain reaction tests have
now been performed. Eleven coun-
tries are now performing more than
100 tests per 10 000 population,
compared with just six a month ago.
July saw a 40% increase in the total
number of tests performed com-
pared with the previous month.

Malaria in Africa:
Parasite resistant
to drug of choice

By Guardian Reporter and Agencies

A drug-resistant strain of the para-
site that causes malaria has been iden-
tified by scientists in Rwanda.

The study, published in Nature,
found the parasites were able to resist
treatment by artemisinin - a frontline
drug in the fight against the disease.

This is the first time scientists have
observed the resistance to the drug
artemisinin in Africa.

The researchers warns that this
“would pose a major public health
threat” in the continent.

Scientists from the Institut Pasteur,
in collaboration with the National
Malaria Control Program in Rwanda
(Rwanda Biomedical Center), the
World Health Organization (WHO),
Cochin Hospital and Columbia Uni-
versity (New York, USA) analysed
blood samples from patients in Rwan-
da.

They found one particular muta-
tion of the parasite, resistant to arte-
misinin, in 19 of 257 - or 74% - of pa-
tients at one of the health centres they
monitored.

In the journal article the scientists
warned that malaria parasites that
developed a resistance to previous
drugs are “suspected to have contrib-
uted to millions of additional malaria
deaths in young African children in

the 1980s”.

When the first malaria drug, chlo-
roquine, was developed, researchers
thought that the disease would be
eradicated within years.

But since the 1950s the parasites
have evolved to develop resistance to
successive drugs.

This is a deeply worrying and highly
significant moment. Today marks a
setback in the fight against the ma-
laria.

Resistance to artemisinin is not
new as it has been in parts of South
East Asia for more than a decade.

In some regions there, 80 percent
of patients are now infected with
malaria parasites that resist treat-
ment.

But Africa has always been the big-
gest concern - it is where more than
nine in 10 cases of the disease are.

It appears as though the resist-
ance evolved in malaria parasites in
Africa rather than spreading from
South East Asia to the continent.

The result, however, is the same -
malaria is getting harder to treat.

Malaria infection is now common-
ly treated with a combination of two
drugs - artemisinin and piperaquine.

But then malaria parasites started
developing a resistance to artemisinin
as well - this was first recorded in
2008 in South East Asia.

Camel keeper Ally Hassan (in yellow-and-green T-shirt) pictured at a Nane-Nane agricultural exhibition at suburban Dodoma’s Nzuguni grounds earlier this week
briefing visitors at one of the pavilions on how the animals used in transporting people and goods. Photo: Correspondent Peter Mkwavila

Africa’s $29 billion wildlife and tourism industry threatened by coronavirus crisis

By Christine Maema

THE coronavirus pandemic
has affected virtually all sec-
tors of life and Africa’s wildlife
tourism industry is also under
threat.

The sector which usually gen-
erates $29 billion a year and
employs 3.6 million people has

been affected by a myriad of
factors according to a report
published by Nature Ecology &
Evolution.

The pandemic has brought
leisure travel to a near halt and
many wildlife-protection servic-
es will struggle without money
from safaris and hunting. Hard-
est hit will be countries that

boast the Big Five — elephants,
lions, buffaloes, leopards and rhi-
noceroses — such as Kenya, Zim-
babwe and South Africa. Others
like Uganda, where gorillas are a
drawcard, will also suffer.
“Tourism helps governments
justify protecting wildlife habi-
tat”, the report said, as “it cre-
ates revenue for state wildlife

authorities, generates foreign ex-
change earnings, diversifies and
strengthens local economies,
and contributes to food security
and poverty alleviation”.
Tourism also generates 40%
more full-time jobs per unit in-
vestment than agriculture, has
twice the job creation power of
the automotive, telecommuni-

cations and financial industries,
and employs proportionally
more women than other sectors.
Governments face severe
budget crises driven by the eco-
nomic fallout of the COVID-19
pandemic and the cost of relief
measures. Shortages will com-
pel policymakers to cut anything
perceived as ‘non-essential’.

African  wildlife
budgets, already grossly inade-
quate, risk being slashed further,
jeopardizing wildlife and wild-
lands.

About 50%, or $30 million, of
the Kenya Wildlife Service’s an-
nual budget comes from tourism,
while that figure is 80% in Zimba-
bwe and the same percentage, or

authority

$52 million, in South Africa. Half
of the budget of the Uganda Wild-
life Authority is from tourism to
view the mountain gorillas.

Decreasing tourism revenue
threatens millions of jobs and
peripheral industries, severely
impacting the livelihoods of
some of the continent’s poorest
people.
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Letting fishing areas recover
shall improve fisheries, lives

ISHING communities in sea-

shore districts in Coast, Lindi

and Mtwara regions are see-

ing the benefits of adopting
a conservation approach to fishing,
where temporary stoppage to allow
fish to grow is yielding big dividends.
Communities earlier saw the pro-
gram as disruptive of their activities,
and went on with it half heartedly as
various authorities saw plenty of jus-
tification in it, but now they are seeing
the difference. It is an innovation that
shows how the fisheries sector as a
whole needs to be organized.

Reports from Songosongo Island in
Kilwa District say that this sustainable
fishing programme which halts ac-
tivities for a while has seen increased
harvests and beefing up the average
size of octopus from half a kilo to five
kilos, an astonishing achievement.
This brings more money to residents
of Songosongo Island who are now
learning to see fishing in a more pro-
fessional way, that is, hunting a while
and letting the stock of fish grow, so
that they get better fish, a better price
and allow the fish to grow once again.
It is one of those things that people
wonder why they did not discover it
earlier, but everything has its time.

Reporters who visited the area re-
cently were told that the fallow fishing
area initiative sought to pull octopus
species to the area, implying that ear-
lier fishermen would take note of its
presence or catch some octopus spo-
radically. In that case letting the area
silent or calm for several months was
bound to make a difference in the fish
population, first in the rate of growth
and then in the diversity of species. In
that case octopus was a particularly
targeted species as it has excellent

market uptake compared to other spe-
cies.

Data collected in the area shows
that slightly over a year ago, the aver-
age catch in three days of fishing could
bring around 500 kilogrammes but af-
ter one year elapsed with the project,
three days of fishing enables villagers
to catch 20 to 40 tonnes. As this har-
vesting period continues for a while
before the zone has to be left fallow
again, no loss arises from halting fish-
ing activities, but the contrary is the
case. Still it took a year of learning by
results for residents of the area, who
rely on fishing for their needs, to get
a vivid picture of just how helpful it is
to leave a whole stretch of fishing area
fallow, for the stock to grow.

That is how the project moved from
its negative image earlier, as when it
was introduced close to two years ago
it smacked of a massive disruption of
regular fishing activity. Much later,
seeing the changes in the catch size
and the value of the fish, the residents
have become enthusiastic supporters
and protectors of the procedures laid
down for fishing periods and when to
let the fishing zones rest idle. It is an
excellent example of community par-
ticipation, but some auxiliary work
needs to be done, so that when the
fishing grounds are left fallow for sev-
eral months they remain safe from pi-
rates, who can cause ruin. In that case
this programme has for two years or
so been conducted by development
agencies working with local people.
As its yield boosting results are spread
around, unwanted gate crashed could
drop in. That is why district defence
security committees need to be in-
volved to ensure pirates are fully kept
away.

Effect of alcohol use on pregnancy
still serious public health concern

LCOHOL also known as

ethanol has a number of

effects on health. Short-

term effects of alcohol
consumption include intoxication
and dehydration. Long-term effects
of alcohol consumption include
changes in the metabolism of the liv-
er and brain and alcoholism. Alcohol
intoxication affects the brain, causing
slurred speech, clumsiness, and de-
layed reflexes.

Alcohol stimulates insulin produc-
tion, which speeds up glucose me-
tabolism and can result in low blood
sugar, causing irritability and possi-
bly death for diabetics. There is an in-
creased risk of developing an alcohol
use disorder for teenagers while their
brain is still developing. Adolescents
who drink have a higher probability
of injury including death.

Even light and moderate alcohol
consumption increases cancer risk in
individuals. A 2014 World Health Or-
ganisation report found that harmful
alcohol consumption caused about
3.3 million deaths annually world-
wide.

Negative efforts are related to the
amount consumed with no safe lower
limit seen. Some nations including
Tanzania have introduced alcohol
packaging warning messages that in-
form consumers about alcohol and
cancer, as well as foetal alcohol syn-
drome.

Alcohol in the mother’s blood passes
to the baby through the umbilical cord.
Drinking alcohol during pregnancy
can cause miscarriage, stillbirth, and a
range of lifelong physical, behavioral,
and intellectual disabilities.

Drinking alcohol at any time during
pregnancy can cause serious health
problems for your baby. Alcohol in-
cludes wine, wine coolers, beer and
liquor.

When you drink alcohol during
pregnancy, the alcohol in your blood
quickly passes through the placenta
and the umbilical cord to your baby.

The placenta grows in your uterus
(womb) and supplies the baby with
food and oxygen through the umbili-
cal cord. Drinking any amount of al-
cohol at any time during pregnancy
can harm your baby’s developing
brain and other organs. No amount of
alcohol has been proven safe at any
time during pregnancy.

There’s no safe time to drink alco-
hol during pregnancy. Alcohol can
cause problems for your baby any
time during pregnancy, even before
you know that you're pregnant.

You may be pregnant and not know
for 4 to 6 weeks. Drinking alcohol
during pregnancy increases your
baby’s chances of having these prob-
lems: Premature birth.

This is when your baby is born
before 37 weeks of pregnancy. Pre-
mature babies may have serious
health problems at birth and later
in life. Brain damage and problems
with growth and development Birth
defects, like heart defects, hearing
problems or vision problems. Birth
defects are health conditions that are
present at birth. Birth defects change
the shape or function of one or more
parts of the body. They can cause prob-
lems in overall health, how the body de-
velops, or in how the body works.

Despite the detrimental effects of al-
cohol on adolescent health, high rates
of alcohol use are reported among
Tanzanian youth. Alcohol outlet den-
sity and advertising may contribute to
adolescent drinking in urban Tanzania.
Findings have revealed a high density
of alcohol-selling outlets and outdoor
advertisements.

The abundance of alcohol-related
cues, including their close proximity to
places where youth congregate, may fa-
cilitate and increase adolescent alcohol
use in Tanzania.

We therefore recommend several
changes to the alcohol environment
to reduce adolescent drinking. Struc-
tural interventions that reduce ado-
lescents’ access and exposure to alco-
hol are needed in Tanzania.

@MSAMBA

Inequality sermon by UN’s Guterres:
What UN members buying the gospel?

By Issa Aremu

JULY 18th is the annual Nel-
son Mandela International Day
(NMD) as declared by the Unit-
ed Nations in November 20009.
NMD honours and celebrates
Nelson Mandela’s birthday for
his selfless service to human-
ity; the only one to be so recog-
nised. And he is an African!

One human life that mat-
ters in terms of selflessness,
forgiveness and reconciliation
in a polarised divisive world!
Nelson Mandela was born on
July 18, 1918, at Mvezo, Eastern
Cape Province, South Africa to
the Thembu royal family. He
was a revolutionary political
leader, democratically elected
as the President of non-racist
South Africa from 1994 to 1999,
having struggled to dismantle
apartheid based on white su-
premacy.

UN Mandela Day first was
held on July 18, 2010. NMD is
NOT a public holiday; it is a
working day that highlights
Mandela’s struggle for social
justice in 67 years (27 spent in
prison, 18 at the notorious Rob-
ben Island, for daring to coura-
geously confront apartheid,).
UN rightly declared apartheid
a crime against humanity. The
idea of July 18 is that every in-
dividual like Madiba has the
power to transform the world
and to make an impact.

The objective is to inspire
governments, individuals and
organisations to take action to
help change the world for the
better. Of course, nobody truly
expected NMD to be observed
by the 45th American President
Donald Trump. What with his
insular divisive, bipolar white/
black outlook which is at vari-
ance with Mandela’s global in-
clusive reconciliatory actions?
Secondly, America’s dismal his-
tory of official racism at home
and abroad hunts like spectre.

Many of Donald Trump’s
predecessors were indeed ac-
complices of successive apart-
heid chieftains from President
Harry Truman when apartheid
was officially declared in 1948
to Ronald Reagan when the rac-
ist contraption was dismantled
in the 90s. Ronald Reagan and
Margaret Thatcher were un-
apologetically in “constructive
engagement” with apartheid (
read: no sanctions!).

But NMD was not officially
observed in Nigeria either, a
twist of solidarity value this
country was noted for. Nige-

ria was once a frontline state
against imperialism in South-
ern Africa. General Murtala Mu-
hammed’s famous “Africa Has
Come of Age” set the historic
liberation agenda for decolo-
nised Angola and Mozambique.
Late President Shehu Shagari
literally “liberated” Zimbabwe
in cash and diplomacy, when
Iron Lady Margaret Thatcher
almost truncated the Lancaster
Agreement. Nigerian workers
generously contributed to Soli-
darity Fund against apartheid.

Nigeria and Nigerians were
in legitimate excitement see-
ing dignified Mandela out of
prison in 1990. Nigeria actu-
ally bankrolled ANC during the
1994 historic election that pro-
duced Nelson Mandela as the
elected president. Of course
the proverbial waters had over-
flown the solidarity bridge be-
tween Nigeria and SA. Mandela
once recalled one of his worse
moments being part of the
52-member  Commonwealth
meeting which expelled Nigeria
following the judicial murder of
the political activist and writer,
Ken Saro-Wiwa executed with
ten others in 1995 by military
dictator, Sanni Abacha.

Mandela had agonised to no
result through “persuasive di-
plomacy” to impress on Aba-
cha that some Nigerian lives
mattered. Nigerians and many
Africans had fallen victims of
periodic xenophobia in a lib-
erated South Africa, an issue
which agonised Mandela to the
grave .

But still on 2020 NMD!
Antonio Guterres, United Na-
tions Secretary-General, ably
delivered this year’s Nelson
Mandela  Annual Lecture
speech entitled “TACKLING

THE INEQUALITY PANDEMIC:
A NEW SOCIAL CONTRACT
FOR A NEW ERA” in New York.
It was truly revolutionary
(Mandela-like!) that reminds
the world about the “inequal-
ity (social) pandemic” against
the background of the current
health pandemic caused by “a
microscopic virus”. Antonio
Guterres not only had photo-
opportunities with Madiba (as
most world leaders did) but he
had a mouthful from the foun-
tain of the Icon’s “wisdom, de-
termination and compassion”
which most leaders care less
for.

But who is listening to him
in the pack of leaders who are
overtaxing the poor and privi-
leging the rich? There is a saying
that when the rich are worried
about the plight of the poor, it
is called charity. But when the
poor are concerned about the
fortunes of the rich, it’s called
revolution. The 9th Secretary
General of the UN is neither a
revolutionary nor a money bag.
It’s therefore important we take
his non- ideological sermon on
deepening global inequality se-
riously.

I searched in vain to find out
how many heads of state and
government paused for at least
67 minutes in service of hu-
manity, on July 18, as enjoined
by Madiba on his annual birth-
day. The truth is very few lead-
ers lead like Nelson Mandela.
I agree with the UN Secretary
General that with more “..than
70 percent of the world’s peo-
ple ... living with rising income
and wealth inequality”, “in-
equality defines our time.”
Quotes of Mandela on pov-
erty and inequality can actu-
ally make a book. He damned

poverty right from the time it was not
fashionable to do so.

In 2005, Nelson Mandela at Lon-
don’s Trafalgar Square said “Massive
poverty and obscene inequality are
such terrible scourges of our times
-- times in which the world boasts
breathtaking advances in science,
technology, industry and wealth ac-
cumulation -- that they have to rank
alongside slavery and apartheid as
social evils.”

The bane of poverty discourse is
that we often discuss the poor in re-
lations to the poor ignoring the fact
that mass poverty is inconceivable
without the complimentary opulence
of the few. Undoubtedly, inverse rela-
tion exists between the growing num-
bers of the enlisted poor and the ever
diminishing but concentrated new
mega-rich.

“Between 1980 and 2016, the world’s
richest 1 percent captured 27 percent
of the total cumulative growth in in-
come”, disclosed Guterres. This con-
firms the 2020 data released by Ox-
fam ahead of Davis World Economic
Forum (WEF) according to which
“world’s 2,153 billionaires have more
wealth than the 4.6 billion people
who make up 60 percent of the plan-
et’s population”. Inequality pandemic
is even “grimly pandemic” when it’s
disaggregated locally. Every inequal-
ity is indeed local! Again according to
Oxfam, the “Wealth of five richest men
in Nigeria could end extreme poverty
in the country; yet 5 million face hun-
ger. The combined wealth of Nigeria’s
five richest men - $29.9 billion - could
end extreme poverty in that country”.

Inequality pandemic is fueling cur-
rent insecurity in the country, putting
both the rich and the poor on the ten-
terhook just as much as coronavirus
pandemic does. Think about it! Few
rich Nigerians who keep Jeep farms
(remember 76 jeeps of a governor in
the North east) can hardly get sleep no
less than millions who go to bed with-
out food: the result is the same: insom-
nia arising from inequality! Precisely
because few can hardly sleep because
of gluttony, so also sleep eludes the
multitude in hunger and anger! I agree
with UN Secretary General that with-
out immediate balance,”the rising in-
equality sinks all boats”.

We should rescind the mantra of
“the survival of the corrupt, the “smart-
est”. And enthrone win-win solidarity
Economics, in place of zero-sum Eco-
nomics in which the crooked takes all.
Even If there was no COVID: 19, there is
a persistent poverty pandemic which
unlike the Virus has cure in wealth
and power redistribution. This is the
lesson from Guterres’s 2020 NMD
lecture. But who among the UN mem-
bers is converted to the new gospel?
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O you know that Edison made

10,000 attempts until he

could finally create the light

bulb? And remember a few
years back, mostly in primary school,
pupils were asked to repeat a class if they
underperformed? Teachers understood
that failure was part of the learning pro-
cess and the more you tried the better
student you became. Though some of
the teachers tried to convince us that
success was an expected norm. It’s not.
Success is a rare gem that comes after re-
peated failures.

When I sat for end of semester Ex-
ams (UE), I was so confident that [ was
going to get at least an A in Financial
Accounting given the shiny course
work I already scored. I thought I knew
all the answers to the questions. When
the results came out, that was the poor-
ly performed subject! Slapping me with
a very reckless supplementary. This ex-
perience taught me something. It was
a reminder that I didn’t know every-
thing. Sometimes the process of gain-
ing humility is, well, humiliation wow!

People love success stories, but freak
out at the prospect of failure. The sim-
ple truth is - no great success was ever
achieved without failure, if it was then
where would discipline be taught if not
after several failed attempts to some-
thing.

I love attending #Failfirst events or-
ganized by Sahara Sparks, a tech com-
pany based at the Dar es Salaam. Many

great entrepreneurs have been fea-
tured in the forum. These are the kind
of forums that have taught me to recog-
nize and appreciate that there are areas
in our lives we have mastered, areas we
are developing, and areas where we
haven’t even scratched the surface yet.

But the big question is how you re-
spond to failure right after it takes

What failure teaches you

place. In fact, research shows the key
response to know if a person or organi-
zation’s failure will lead to further trag-
edy or turn to success is simply this: do
they own the failure?

I happened to have gone through
business incubation and for those who
understand the environment, several
businesses, startups to be precise, work

from the same space. I have witnessed startups fail miserably
and close down. In the event of failure, some managed to pick
up the pieces and piece them back, others would start com-
pletely new and different ventures while others would die
completely.

I observed as all these unfolded because I was aware that I
could easily fall into any of the scenarios especially the latter if
I went through a rocky phase. But I observed and learned a lot
that has helped me keep my business afloat.

Personally, this is what failure has taught me;

It taught me to try many avenues before giving up on reach-
ing a goal because usually, there is more than one way to get
there. Failure taught me that success — real success — rarely
comes in the form of a “big break”. More often than not it
comes after months, even years, of hard work.

It taught me not to trust everyone who says they are out to
help me. It taught me to trust that gut feeling, the intuitive sense
inside me.

Ilearned that life is at its best when everything has fallen out
of place, and you decide that you're going to fight to get them
right, not when everything is going your way and everyone is
praising you.

It’s important to remember that setbacks, failures, and trag-
edy are a part of life. There are no secrets to success. It is the
result of preparation, hard work and learning from failure.

And hard times are good in their own way, too. Because the
only way you can achieve true happiness is if you experience
true sadness as well. It’s all about light and shade. Balance.

Well, Good things take time and we all know this cliche’ too
pretty well but failure will define it to you just so clearly when
it sets foot in your space. Rome wasn’t built in a day, trust the
process, one day at a time is the only way forward.

g ' College Comiort Zone
Salima Hamisi
saly30@gmail.com
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TARI urges farmers to use new agro forestry
technology for enhancement of productivity

Centre Director, TARI-Tumbi.

By Gerald Kitabu, Bariadi Simiyu

T this time when climate change is ravaging
crops, Tanzania Agriculture Research Institute
(TARI) has advised Tanzanian farmers and other
stakeholders to opt agro forestry technologies
researched and developed by the institute for substantial
agricultural benefits. As noted by Dr Kiddo Mtunda, the

She said the mandate to research on Agro-forestry tech-
nologies that will benefit farmers and stakeholders at large.

“When we talk about agro-forestry, it involves practices
of planting trees and crops in the same plot where the
farmer has an opportunity of improving agricultural pro-
duction in sustainable manner while getting their needs for
food, timber and woods for different uses and restoration

of degraded land, she explained”.

Under agro-forestry, soil organic matter and biological
activity are maintained at levels suitable for soil fertility
such that the farmer who used to harvest a tone per hec-
tare can get up to three tones per same size of land particu-
larly on maize crop.

Agriculture research officer from TARI-Tumbi, Kassim
Masibuka said besides increased income and crop produc-

An agricultural research officer from TARI-Tumbi, Kassim Masibuka, demonstrates new agroforestry technologies researched and developed by TARI. Photo by Gerald Kitabu

tion, the agro forestry has substantial benefits both eco-
nomically and environmental sustainability.

Speaking to the farmers at Nane nane agricultural show
at Nyakabindi grounds, Bariadi, Simiyu region, Masibuka
said TARI has managed to develop different technologies
on agro forestry that could help the farmers increase pro-
ductivity.

He named the technologies as rotation woodlots, for pro-
vision of fuel wood for domestic use, curing tobacco, tim-
ber and environmental conservation.

He said under agro forestry, farmers have the chance to
plant tree together with crops without compromising each
other for 2-3 year then the land are left to rest for few years
before tree harvest.

At fallow phases, the farmer can opt to use the land for
livestock grazing or bee-keeping it can take another 2-3
years, at this time shade from tree can increase organic
matter in soil hence improve physical and chemical prop-
erties of the soil.

Leguminous plants for Soil fertility improvement:

This is the technology that involves the use of some
nitrogen fixation plants which include leguminous tree
plants and herbaceous legumes such as mucuna pruriens,
cannavalia ensiformis, lablab (herbaceous legumes) and
acacia angustisima, Gliricidia sepium, leucaena spp (tree
legumes) for soil fertility improvement and restoration
of degraded land. These plants can improve soil fertility
through soil cover from leaf biomass, adding organic mat-
ter and fixing nitrogen in the soil.

Fodder banks and rangeland improvement technolo-
gies.

This is another technology that has been researched
and developed by TARI It involves improving livestock
feeds quality through use of leguminous plants as a pro-
tein source to animals particularly during the dry season
where there is high shortage of quality livestock feeds.

In this technology, the leaf biomass produced from these
plants can be used for zero grazing through cut and carry
or planted in rangeland for outdoor grazing by planting to-
gether with grasses for livestock grazing.

He further explained that TARI-Tumbi, has also conduct-
ed domestication of value indigenous and medicinal plants
which have high potential in contribution of food and nu-
tritional-healthy security to our communities. There are
several potential indigenous fruits and medicinal plants in
miombo woodlands which are underutilized, TARI-Tumbi
have conducted research on identification of these poten-
tial indigenous fruits and medicinal plant, their propaga-
tion methods and growth performance in field crops, also
adding value on indigenous fruits through processing into
various products such as juice, jam and wine

On improving soil fertility technology, TARI-Tumbi in col-
laboration with ICRAF has managed to conduct several re-
searches on nitrogen fixing plants which have the ability
to fix nitrogen and also produce biomass which if incorpo-
rated in the soil can add high amount of biomass that can
be broken down into organic matter in the soil, he said. In
addition, these leguminous tree species can be used in im-
provement of some rangelands where farmers keep land
for grazing animals.

Dr Mtunda called on the farmers and other stakehold-
ers to visit Nanenane exhibitions to learn more about agro
forestry to improve agriculture production in the country.
she said as the population increases, the need for more
productive and sustainable use of the land is crucial, nu-
tritional food security can be achieved through agro for-
estry as it enhances natural resource protection and con-
servation.
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Agriculture scientists spearheading efforts to save

East Africa’s potatoes from new

By Correspondent Crispin Gerald

ILE the market for po-
tatoes in Eastern Africa
has been growing steadily,
stemming from increased

demand from the fast food industry and
for processing into high value products
such as crisps and starch, the crop’s pro-
duction on the other hand, has been
declining, thus denying farmers much-
needed income and food.

Factors contributing to low yields in-
clude attack by major pests and diseases,
inappropriate cropping practices by
farmers, including use of substandard
seed and lack of organized market in-
frastructure.  One new emerging pest
threat to the production of potato in the
region, and in many other countries in
the world, are the parasitic microscopic :
worms known as Potato Cyst Nema-
todes (PCN). These destructive pests
attack potato roots and can cause yield
losses of up to 80 percent, and even total
crop failure.

PCN consist mostly of two spe-
cies, Globodera rostochiensis and Glo-
bodera pallida, both of which have &
recently been discovered attacking po- B
tatoes in Kenya. Globodera rostochien-
sis however, has since been shown to be
widespread across Kenya, and has ad-
ditionally been detected further afield in
Uganda and Rwanda.

Scientists at the International Insti-
tute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA), work-
ing together with International Centre
of Insect Physiology and Ecology (icipe)
under the joint Nematology Unit, NemA-
frica, housed at icipe’s campus in Nairobi,

or

and their national and international part-
ners have been at the forefront of efforts
to study these nematodes and determine
the extent of the problem and cost- effec-
tive control measures.

“PCN are among the most important
pests of potatoes globally. They are par-
ticularly lethal because each female nem-
atode produces hundreds of eggs, be-
tween 300-500, which remain protected
in a cyst formed by their body after they
die,” said Danny Coyne leading nematol-
ogist and soil health scientist at IITA.

“These cysts can remain dormant in
the soil for years, awaiting the next pota-
to crop host. Because of the dangers they

y

pose, PCN have been designated as quar-
antine pests in many countries, to strictly
control their spread,” he added.

Establishing prevalence of potato
nematodes in the region
Following the detection of Globode-
ra rostochiensis in Kenya in 2015, IITA
scientists in partnership with their coun-
terparts at icipe and Kenya Agricultural
and Livestock Research Organisation
(KALRO) among others, conducted a
country-wide survey to determine the
diversity, prevalence and distribution of

Juliet Ochola, a Msc stu-
dent research on ‘suicide
hatching’ as an effective
way to control nematode,
looking at the pest with a
microscope in the labora-
tory. PCN cysts white on
roots. Researchers are
evaluating potato field
for resistance to PCN in
Kenya

these nematodes in the country, a first step in control
efforts.

They found that Globodera rostochiensis was not
only widespread throughout the country including in
areas bordering Uganda and Tanzania but also in very
high concentrations.

The study also established the presence of the sec-
ond species of PCN, G. pallida, in Kenya although with
avery restricted distribution.

In Tanzania, PCN has not been officially confirmed
as present. “However, given the current confirmed dis-
tribution of the pest in the Eastern Africa region, and
given the cross border trade in potatoes in the region,
there is likelihood that the PCN pest will ultimately be-

come established throughout the region,
if not already,” Danny Coyne.

These findings were published in the
paper, potato Cyst Nematodes; a new
threat to potato production in East Af-
rica, published in May 2020 in Frontiers
in Plant Science journal.

The team also established the pres-
ence of the pest in Uganda, and published
as first report of potato cyst nematodes
Globoder rostochiensis (Wollenweber,
1923) infecting potato (Solanum tubero-
sum L) in Uganda in June 2020 in the
Plant Disease journal. Colleagues in

olobal pest threat

Rwanda have also detected these nema-
todes in the country.

Control efforts

PCN, similar to other plant parasitic
nematodes, are often overlooked due to
a lack of clear symptoms and low levels
of awareness. The scientists therefore
stress the need for more awareness for
farmers to use healthy, certified seed and
to practice crop rotations to reduce the
buildup of the pests.

It is also important to put in
place comprehensive phytosanitary
control measures in commercial potato
seed systems as one of the studies found
PCN in many of the seed production
farms in Kenya.

Another effective control measure is
to identify and promote new varieties of
potato cultivars with similar attributes to
farmers preferred varieties. IITA scien-
tists are working with partners, including
the Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Ser-
vice (KEPHIS), James Hutton Institute in
UK and the International Potato Center
(CIP) among others to identify suitable
cultivars for farmers in the country.

Suicide hatch - an effective PCN
management strategy

The hatching of nematode eggs from
their protective cyst into the soils, where
they then find the host plant roots, is trig-
gered by chemicals that are actually re-
leased by the potato roots.

The newly hatched juvenile nema-
todes then use other chemical signals
from the roots to locate and infect the
potato roots. Identifying these chemicals
and synthetically producing them may
offer possibilities for manipulating PCN
hatch and host location.

IITA scientists are therefore also en-
gaged in a study to explore ‘suicide hatch’
as a new innovative approach to effec-
tively control these pests. If the PCN can
be stimulated to hatch in farmers fields,
using these signals, but before potatoes
are planted then the nematodes will
have no roots to feed on and will starve
to death in the absence of the host - ‘sui-
cide hatch’.

With so much progress made, the
team will redouble its efforts to find the
effective solution to this menace which
can spell doom for potatoes in the region
and the food and income of millions of

|liJeoPle inthe reﬁion.
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How come clove canopies serves as GBV hotspots?

By Gaudensia Mngumi

OVERTY has made women and children particularly from the
poverished families to have numerous problems in such a

way that for decades some have become prey to sexual abuses

during clove harvesting seasons in some areas of Pemba Island.

The story starts here, ‘sex for cloves’ or in Kiswahili ‘mali kwa mali’ or
‘mpeta’ the terms used to describe the way women, the grandmas (el-
derly) and the children are exploited under clove trees in some areas in
Pemba. The tribulations have raised the need for the survivor’s to be sup-
ported so that they can be creative and aim at self-supporting activities to
fight poverty, diseases, illiteracy and much more Gender Based Violence
(GBV).

“We have the enemy and it is our cloves. It is internal challenge that
in every clove harvesting season we witness treacherous ways of abus-
ing our women and children particularly girls. We have seen that and
definitely, it poses the greatest danger to women and girls in Pemba, says
Saada Saleh a member for Pemba Female Youth Organization.

Despite the fact that cloves (karafuu in Kiswahili) in Zanzibar and Pem-
bais everything and sometimes the island is dubbed the spice island, it is
a pity that under karafuu trees women and girls are pinned downed and
raped and this happens between September and January yearly.

“This is the time to hear about many cases of unwanted pregnancies,
child pregnancies, and child and elderly rapes and girls truancy because
most of the impoverished families push into the karafuu bushes to look
for money. But it is a hard task that they can’t pick them easily off the
ground. The men has to climb the trees to shake the cloves from buds,”
says Saada.

She adds, “Because the trees can grow beyond 15 meters tall and be-
come much wider, no women can climb, but men are professional climb-
ers and shakes off the cloves while women and children get in to the fields
to pick cloves that fall on the ground but one must pay-there is no free
cloves”.

In many cases women work like hired labourers in fields to pick the
cloves. They sell their labour to farm owners who pay them at least 1.2 dol-
lars per one kilo of cloves, while the owners sell a kilo of cloves for 11 dol-
lars, so in order for them to earn much money they needed more cloves
to pick them off the ground.

Narrating the story to The Guardian during a media visit in Wete Pem-
ba in late July, Secretary for Pemba Female Youth Organisation, Hakima
Ali Abdallah, says, since long time ago women and girls have been work-
ing in karafuu farms to collect the cloves, however in recent years, abus-
ers have seen an opportunity, they know that picking scattered clovesis a
tedious work and the easiest way is to climb the trees to shake the cloves
which will scatter all over the ground and hence make it easier to pick
them off the ground.

The payment for the climbing and shaking cloves is none than sex. It is
harder for the women to climb the biggest cloves trees and that is where
men have an advantage. In some cases climbers shake the karafuu, collect

Some TAMWA staff participating in a radio programme to address GBV issues. PHOTO:
TAMWA PEMBA.

huge lots and offer them to the women, girls or
the elderly mamas for sex, says Hakima.

“We are all aware that the effects of unwant-
ed sex is unwanted pregnancies among wom-
en, girl students and transmission of diseases
like HIV, STIs and hepatitis B. We have started
to encourage women to report to authorities
issues regarding sexual exploitation in cloves.
Says Hakima. “Traditionally, women and chil-
dren pick cloves before sexual exploitations
sets in, of course no one likes this business
but to most women when we ask them why
indulging into that business, their response is
that, poverty challenges the poor to move into
this shameful business of exchanging their
flesh with cloves. While others says they want
to better their living and see that their children
have at least something to eat by having agood
time as they call it life in clove season.”

She was quickly supported by Saada who

was the 2020 general elections lawmaker aspirant
for Kojani, as she points out “I want to talk we don’t
have to hide. One thing we all need to know for sure
is we should help our women to find an alternative.
Every time we see the headlines that sexual harass-
ment is rampant in our areas it implies that we have
not done our part.” Says Saada.

Responding to what the government has done to
curb sexual exploitation under clove trees the Wete
District Executive Director, Mkufu Fakhi Ali, says the
government has been proactive to reduce ‘mpeta’
and currently the sexual abuse cases reported to law
enforcers have been declined citing only single inci-
dent recorded last year.

We have been proactive in organising meetings
and campaigns in the most affected communities be-
fore and during the cloves harvesting time.... we have
campaigned on how to prevent and address sexual
violence against children and women in shehia (ar-
eas) with higher productions.

“We inspire our people to report the
cases to the police and the shehia officials,
because if they don't open up it will be hard
to get the victims and curb the crimes as
well,” says Mkufii.

Tanzania Media Women’s Association
(TAMWA) in Pemba is the forefront in the
war against sexual violence against women
during clove harvesting time. Apart from
conducting awareness raising campaigns
through media the association has trained
various sexual violence victims to pursue
their own income generating activities to
better their lives.

Pemba TAMWA Coordinator Fathia
Musa Said, articulating the programme
activities notes that women have been
trained to make ‘alternative tea’ or’ tea
masala’ which sometimes they call it tea
spices, in this case they use various flavors
or aromatic spices like cloves, cinnamon,
cardamom and dried ginger to make ‘spic-
es chai’ which is an alternative to tea leaves.

They have learned and master vari-
ous technics’ of soap making they pro-
duce bar soaps, bathing and liquid soaps,
while some keep chicken in which they
sell eggs and meet. The chicken support
programmes have engaged 20 families in
poultry programmes.

“Consequently we have donated 200
chicks, every family have received 10.
Our expectations for the supported
households are to improve their econo-
mies at the same time to make them eat
healthy,” says Fathia.

Speaking for herself, Asha Abdallah
Rashid, the TAMWA support GBV victim
beneficiary, says her life is good and is
full of ‘lives’ and good experiences de-
spite that she has been brutally abused
by her spouse in the past (her story
withheld). “The good news is that I don’t
rely on anybody’s hand to earn my liv-
ing. I keep chicken, make soaps and sell
my tea masala.”

Asha is confident that joining the pro-

gramme is rewarding and she feels that
she is fully responsible for her children
and her life as well as other survivors
and that couldn’t have happened with-
out the people in the community, the
government and TAMWA.

Fathia says despite huge efforts and
dedication to end GBV and sexual ex-
ploitation, the culture of secrecy is en-
trenched in Pemba, as a result, their
campaigns have to go extra mile to en-
sure the community changes and report
the cases to police. In the beginning it
was hard to get the family and even the
authorities to take GBV issues seriously
because the families and the relatives
do not cooperate. Victims fear they will
be blamed and their families doubt that
they will be ashamed as a result every-
body tries as much as one can to con-
ceal and cover up the cases.

“Subsequently, in many occasions
TAMWA is inspiring people to go to
court but because of culture of secrecy
they don’t comply, but in a bid to bring
changes our association has been con-
ducting trainings on human rights and
we teach the GBV victims to be confi-
dent and defends themselves in court.
We teach them how to go through the
evidences, to present it in the court as
witnesses and to give evidence in order
to beak the culture of silence or ‘muhali’
as the folks call it.”

Youths, gender activist and the hu-
man rights defender in Pemba chal-
lenges the government to find income
generating alternatives ways in order to
get grid off dirty’ things like GBV under
clove trees.

They all seriously challenge the
House of Representatives to pass laws
that prohibit human abuse in cloves
production. And the district or munic-
ipal authorities to commit themselves
to feed the needy to ensure that Pem-
ba remains a global exporter of cloves,
not a GBV hotspot.
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African activists take up the law to save women

By Special Correspondent, Harare

AS a young girl growing up in northern Zimbabwe’s mining
community of Mashonaland, Beatrice Savadye watched as her
friends were forced into child marriages and early mother-
hood while many became sick with HIV.

Wanting a different life for herself and other girls, Savadye
started the Zimbabwean women’s movement Roots Africa
seven years ago fighting for, among many things, legislation
change to better protect women’s rights in her region.

Under the lockdown, Savadye is one of a band of female ac-
tivists in Africa pushing for stronger laws to protect women
trapped indoors with abusers from a surge in violence, and
also a spike in HIV infections.

“I don't like seeing injustice. We work to build resilience
among young girls, to say that even if you are poor, you can
have a better life,” said Savadye, 33, while driving through
Bindura, a town in Mashonaland.

The United Nations in June warned of a surge in domestic
violence under coronavirus lockdowns, with calls to helplines
doubling or tripling in some countries, as restrictions on
movement made it impossible for many women to flee abus-
ers.

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV and AIDS (UN-
AIDS) highlighted the risk of domestic violence and HIV infec-
tion for women and girls in sub-Saharan Africa, who already
accounted for 59 percent of new HIV infections in the region
in 2019.

While providing training, rescuing women from abusive
homes in her own car, sheltering 30 women and their children
and assisting them with antiretroviral (ARV) drugs to prevent
full-blown AIDS, Savadye is also pushing for legal changes.

“It is painful to become an adult at a young age. Young girls
need role models to look up to, safe spaces to run to, and laws
to protect them,” said Savadye.

Justice

In 2016 Roots Africa helped push for a constitutional court
judgment that led to a ban of child marriage in Zimbabwe.

Savadye meets regularly with traditional leaders to make
sure this legal protection translates into reality, particularly
during the pandemic.

“We have seen an increase in child marriages during the
lockdown as economic meltdown is one of the key drivers of
child marriage and exploitation,” Savadye told Reuters.

She is now pushing for a review of the Zimbabwean Termi-
nation of Pregnancy Act to fully legalize abortion. Currently
it is only legal if the mother or child’s health is at risk or the
mother can prove she was raped, said Savadye.

“We are fighting against backstreet abortions,” she said, add-
ing that she also has to help women access ARV medication
secretly so that controlling partners in denial of their status
won’t banish them from taking the pills. Across the border
from Zimbabwe, Roots Africa’s efforts are echoed by the South
African women’s rights charity Ilitha Labantu that means
bringing a sunbeam of hope to the people in a local isiXhosa
language.

“Violence against women has been a pandemic for a long
time,” said the charity’s director, Ella Mangisa, 37.

“We fight against the normalisation of gender-based vio-
lence,” she said from her office in Gugulethu, a township in
South Africa’s Western Cape Province.

Founded in 1989, Ilitha Labantu shelters abused women,
provides them with skills and uses educational workshops

to teach school and university students
about consent, sexual violence and
communication.

During the lockdown, the organiza-
tion saw a spike in women fleeing abu-
sive partners. “The Domestic Violence
Act says a woman should be offered a
place of safety if she is abused. But why
must she run around like a headless
chicken looking for this safety?” Man-
gisa asked.

“The perpetrator should be removed
from the house, not the other way
around,” she said, adding her organiza-
tion submitted a suggested amendment
for the act to government during lock-
down. “Laws and how they are enacted

will better help women access justice,”
Mangisa said.

Dream

Further east in southern Africa,
25-year-old Malawian activist Grace
Ngulube has used her own experience
of being born with HIV to educate and
help women at risk of getting the virus.
“I faced many challenges such as stigma
and denial. Little by little  became more
confident to help others,” said Ngulube
from her home in the city of Blantyre.

Ngulube’s organization, the National
Association of Young People Living with
HIV, organized support groups before
the pandemic hit for youth living with

HIV, educating them on their health
rights and assisting them with accessing
medication.

But when schools closed and move-
ment was restricted, Ngulube heard re-
ports of a rise in sexual violence against
women, girls and teenage pregnancies.
Using WhatsApp to stay in touch with
as many girls as she could, Ngulube also
began meeting community leaders to
ensure child marriages did not occur,
even though they are illegal.

“There are laws, but we are pushing
for them to be enforced,” she said, add-
ing that young girls with HIV were stig-
matized for having low immune systems
and labeled as potential corona carriers.

“This is why we need civic education,”
Ngulube said. But Savadye in Zimbabwe
said she was concerned education cam-
paigns ran the risk of being drowned out
by COVID-19.

“With all efforts focused on fighting
the coronavirus, we cannot forget about
HIV, malaria, child marriages and gen-
der-based violence,” said Savadye, who
often takes her 3-year-old son to her
awareness workshops.

“I want him to be an ally to women
one day, in a society where men and
women can thrive with dignity. Whatev-
er work we do now contributes to that
dream.”

WHO:

By Guardian Reporter and
Agencies

THE risk of COVID-19
infection from breastfeed-
ing is negligible and has
never been documented,
the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) has said, calling
for greater support for the
practice.

The appeal, during World
Breastfeeding Week, comes
as WHO warned that not us-
ing mother’s milk is linked
to 820,000 child deaths a
year, at a cost to the global
economy of $300 billion.

“WHO has been very clear
in its recommendations to
say absolutely breastfeeding
should continue,” said Dr.
Laurence Grummer-Strawn,
head of the World Health
Organization’s Food and
Nutrition Action in Health
Systems unit. “We have nev-
er documented, anywhere
around the world, any

Breastfeeding link to COVID-19 is negligible

(COVID-19)  transmission
through breast milk.”
Exclusive breastfeeding

for six months has many
benefits for the infant and
mother which far outweigh
any risk from the new coro-
navirus pandemic, accord-
ing to WHO.

These advantages include
the fact that breastmilk -
including milk which is ex-
pressed - provides lifesav-
ing antibodies that protect
babies against many child-
hood illnesses.

This is only one of the
reasons why new mothers
should initiate “skin-to-skin
contact” and “room-in” with
their babies quickly, as “the
risks of transmission of the
COVID-19 virus from a COV-
ID-positive mother to her
baby seem to be extremely
low”, added Dr. Grummer-
Strawn.

Having tested the breast-
milk of “many” mothers
around the world in a vari-

ety of studies, the WHO offi-
cial explained that although
a few samples had con-
tained the virus, “when they
followed up to see whether
the virus was actually viable
and could be infective, they
could not find any actual in-
fective virus”.

Underscoring the WHO’s
longstanding support for
using mother’s milk over
substitutes, Dr. Grummer-
Strawn also warned that the
pandemic had weakened
essential breastfeeding sup-
port usually provided to
families with newborns.

“The interruption of ser-
vices has been tremendous
around the world providing
the kind of support moth-
ers normally would get with
breastfeeding,” Dr. Grum-
mer-Strawn told journalists.

“Oftentimes, the health
services that would pro-
vide maternal child health
have been diverted to take
care of the COVID response;

sometimes families do not feel com-
fortable in going into the health ser-
vices, because they’re afraid that
they might get COVID and so they
don’t come for the routine kinds of
support.”

According to the WHO, “about
820,000 children’s lives are lost
every year because of a lack of
breastfeeding”, Dr. Grummer-
Strawn continued, in reference to
deaths among under-fives. “Eco-
nomically, there are losses of about
$300 billion a year in economic
productivity, lost because of a lack
of breastfeeding,” he added.

Numerous good things come
from breastfeeding - for the child
and their mother in developing and
industrialized countries - WHO has
long maintained.

It has insisted that “it is not safer
to give infant formula milk”, to-
gether with UN Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) and the International
Baby Food Action Network (IBFAN).

The three organizations have
united in their call to Governments
to protect and promote women’s
access to skilled breastfeeding

counselling, for World Breastfeed-
ing Week 2020 (1-7 August).

“Breastfeeding provides benefits
during the time of breastfeeding,
and those that are most recognised
are protection against diarrhoea,
which is one of the top causes of
mortality in low-income countries,
protection against respiratory in-
fections, against obesity - child-
hood obesity later on - as children
get older, protection against leukae-
mia,” said Dr. Grummer-Strawn.

Breastfeeding also protects the
mother against breast cancer, ovar-
ian cancer, Type 2 diabetes later on,
the WHO official said, “so there are
benefits for both the mother and
the baby, and when we added these
up it comes out to about 820,000
lives around the world, even in
high-income countries”.

In addition to the pandemic,
breastfeeding is under pressure
from what WHO and UNICEF have
described as harmful promotion of
breast-milk substitutes.

Countries could do more to
protect parents from misleading
information, the UN agencies be-

lieve. “We continue to be very con-
cerned about the practices of the
formula industries, both the big
multinational corporations as well
as in many countries there are local
manufacturers of breastmilk substi-
tutes that are trying to get mothers
to get on to their products,” said
Dr. Grummer-Strawn. “They use
a number of tricks, sometimes it’s
not as blatant advertising as it once
was, because they know that they
can get caught.”

According to WHO, of 194 coun-
tries analysed, 136 have legal meas-
ures related to the International
Code of Marketing of Breast-milk
Substitutes and subsequent resolu-
tions adopted by the World Health
Assembly (known as the Code).

However, only 79 countries pro-
hibit the promotion of breast-milk
substitutes in health facilities, and
only 51 have provisions that pro-
hibit the distribution of free or low-
cost supplies within the health care
system, WHO said in a report pub-
lished in May.

Only 19 countries have prohib-
ited the sponsorship of scientific

and health professional associa-
tion meetings by manufacturers
of breast-milk substitutes, which
include infant formula, follow-up
formula, and growing up milks mar-
keted for use by infants and chil-
dren up to 36-months old, the UN
health agency study found.

WHO and UNICEF recommend
that babies be fed nothing but breast
milk for their first six months, after
which they should continue breast-
feeding - as well as eating other
nutritious and safe foods - until at
least two years old.

“The aggressive marketing of
breast-milk substitutes, especially
through health professionals that
parents trust for nutrition and
health advice, is a major barrier
to improving newborn and child
health worldwide,” said Dr. Franc-
esco Branca, Director of WHO’s
Department of Nutrition and Food
Safety.

“Health care systems must act to
boost parent’s confidence in breast-
feeding without industry influence
so that children don’t miss out on
its lifesaving benefits.”

Urban agriculture thriving in

East Africa during COVID-19

By Richard Wetaya

FOR many of those living in and
around Uganda’s capital city, COVID-19
has presented opportunities to make
a profit and contribute to Kampala’s
food basket.

Kampala typically depends primar-
ily on agricultural produce grown by
farmers in outlying areas of the coun-
try. But the lockdown and transport re-
strictions disrupted the links between
rural and urban areas, threatening the
city’s food security.

In response, urban and peri-ur-
ban farmers began catering to the
city’s numerous food markets, where
they’re doing a roaring trade in leafy
vegetables, Irish potatoes, plantain,
corn and other fruits and vegetables.

Janson Mugabe is one of those ur-
ban farmers. He said Kampala’s peri-
urban agricultural sector has become
an important source of food for many
of the city’s low-income earners, who
feared they would have nothing to eat
when restrictions on movement were
imposed.

In an effort to allay those fears, the
Ugandan government distributed
food rations, including corn flour and
beans, to about 1.5 million low income
residents of Kampala and its environs.
But by all accounts, not everyone in
need in got food.

“For some families, the food sup-
plied by the government has not been
suffice. To that end, they have had
to make do with fresh food supplies
from urban farmers and urban farm-
ing groups,” said Mugabe, who is also
the director of Mushana Agribusiness
School, one of Kampala’s peri-urban
agricultural training schools.

“As an alternate nutritional and food
security safeguard, the urban and peri-

urban agricultural sector has helped
to maintain and diversify the city’s
food supply chain,” he continued. “In
many ways, it has filled the food gap
which was created by the lockdown.”

Agricultural  researcher  David
Omoding agreed. “Estimates show
that in the lockdown, over 65 percent
of Kampala’s vegetable supplies have
been provided by the sector.”

In Kampala and other cities in the
East African region, urban agriculture
serves as a vital resource in the liveli-
hood strategies of many city dwellers
and it has thrived during the COVID-19
lockdown.

The RUAF Global Partnership on
sustainable urban agriculture and
food systems recently reported that
urban agriculture in Nairobi, Kenya’s
capital, was doing well during the
lockdown. Statistics from the Univer-
sity of Nairobi indicate that about 30
percent of households in the city ben-
efit from urban and peri-urban agri-
culture, such as vertical gardens and
hydroponics.

In Dar es Salaam, Tanzania’s capital,
urban agriculture comprises at least
60 percent of the informal economic
sector and is the second-largest urban
employer.

The practice dates back to the 1890s
in Kampala, where it is mostly car-
ried out in backyards, around build-
ings and occasionally on public land.
Across the city and its environs, there
are numerous signs of urban agricul-
tural activity, including crop cultiva-
tion, fish farming and cattle breeding.

“For several low income house-
holds, bearing a hand in these urban
farming activities, the lockdown has
meant improved income-generating
portfolios,” Omoding said. “The urban
agricultural sector’s prospects for the

future also look rosy as the city’s population increas-
es and as Uganda pursues its goals for Vision 2040,
which among other things calls for the moderniza-
tion and transformation of agriculture.”

Taking the long view

“One of the reasons urban agriculture will contin-
ue to do well and remain resilient in the post COV-
ID-19 period is because Kampala’s governing author-
ity has integrated it into the city’s slum development

plans,” said agribusiness expert Fred Ainomugisha.
“What is needed is better access to credit and agro-
inputs for the urban farmers.

“If it is harnessed well, peri-urban and urban ag-
riculture can be a viable antidote to the youth un-
employment and crime pickles that many metropo-
lises in Uganda and East Africa face,” Ainomugisha
added.

In Kampala suburbs such as Bwaise, several youth
groups have been gaining urban farming skills. At

the Mushana Agribusiness School, for example, ap-
prentices are taught how to carry out vertical farm-
ing in small spaces.

“The school teaches apprentices about backyard
and compound farming on spaces of 2-3 square me-
ters,” Mugabe said. “Thus far, over 70 youth appren-
tices have been trained, but the target is to train over
1,000 youth living in Kampala’s slums by the middle
of August.” However, meeting that goal depends on
the situation with COVID-19.
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Would heading the WTO be a poison chalice for Africa?

By Peter Fabricius

HE sudden resignation of

the World Trade Organisa-

tion’s (WTO) director-gen-

eral, the Brazilian Roberto
Azevédo, has created both opportu-
nity and challenges for Africa. Of the
eight candidates to replace Azevédo,
three are African: former Nigerian fi-
nance minister Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala;
former Kenyan foreign minister and
WTO General Council chairperson
Amina Mohamed; and Abdel-Hamid
Mamdouh, an Egyptian lawyer and
erstwhile WTO official.

The other candidates are former
British trade secretary Liam Fox; for-
mer Moldovan foreign minister Tu-
dor Ulianovschi; South Korean trade
minister Yoo Myung-hee; former
Saudi economy minister Mohammed
al-Tuwaijri; and Mexico’s former
WTO deputy director-general Jests
Seade Kuri.

Some pundits believe Africa has a
good shot at the job. An African has
never held the position - though the
WTO doesn’t formally rotate the job
regionally. Also, the continent has
three candidates, and they are com-
petitive. But there are problems.

The African Union began the pro-
cess of endorsing a consensus can-
didate at its February summit. But
a combination of late nominations,
Azevédo’s unexpected departure in
August, Covid-19 and dogged com-
petition among Egypt, Nigeria and
Kenya have made that unlikely.

With the first round of voting due
to start in Geneva next month, it
seems the three African candidates
will have to campaign nationally and
without continental endorsement -
which might hurt their chances.

Okonjo-lweala and Mohamed
seem to be the frontrunners of the
three Africans, at least judging by
relative media attention. Some at the

WTO say Mohamed is ahead of all
eight candidates.

Mills Soko, Professor of Interna-
tional Business and Strategy at the
Wits Business School and Profes-
sor Mzukisi Qobo, head of the Wits
School of Governance, punt Okonjo-
Iweala as a “political heavy-hitter
with the skill and experience to ca-
jole, knock heads together and break
logjams”.

They also say Okonjo-Iweala could
“contribute towards restoring the
multilateral trade agenda”.

But it’s unclear whether South Af-
rica, for one, shares this enthusiasm.
One trade official said Okonjo-Iwea-
la’s lack of trade experience would
count against her at the WTO. And
he was worried about her recent re-
mark that if elected, she would try to
build bridges between China and the
United States (US).

This official saw that as implying
that she would back off from defend-
ing China’s inclusion in the WTO’s
category of developing countries en-
joying ‘special and differential’ trade
status. That position means China
enjoys better trade terms than devel-
oped countries.

The US and the European Union
have been trying hard to squeeze
China and other major emerging
markets like India out of this catego-
ry as they are too big to enjoy such
preferential treatment.

And Pretoria evidently fears that
kicking China out of the club would
have a cascading effect that could
ultimately also expel South Africa.
The official said only the Egyptian
candidate had been explicit about
defending special and differential
treatment.

This issue is a reminder of the
desperate state world trade and par-
ticularly the WTO are in. The Doha
Round of trade negotiations has
stalled since 2001, the Trump ad-
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ministration is mounting a full-scale
assault on the WTO, and Covid-19 has
shrunk global supply chains, thereby
seemingly sidelining the WTO.

In such circumstances, does Africa
really want the job of WTO director-
general at all? Would this not be a
poison chalice, setting up an African
incumbent for inevitable failure?

The African trade official thinks
this would probably be so if US Presi-
dent Donald Trump were re-elected
in November. But with his Democrat
rival Joe Biden in the White House, an
African WTO director-general could
make progress, including defending
special and differential treatment.

And an African in the Geneva

A review of Beijing’s efforts to
fight second wave of COVID-19

EIJING Lowered its COVID-19

emergency response from

level 1I to III starting from

July 20, following 40 days of
hard work to battle the disease. Taking
the most resolute, decisive and rigor-
ous measures and establishing a strict
epidemic control network across the
city, Beijing has reported no new con-
firmed cases within 28 days, or two in-
cubation periods.

The second wave of COVID-19 in
Beijing, from its start from the Xinfadi
wholesale market to final clearing,
demonstrated the mechanism, speed
and spirit of China.

On June 10, when Beijing had re-
ported zero new domestic cases for
56 consecutive days, a man surnamed
Tang from Beijing’s Xicheng district
went to the fever clinic at Beijing’s Xu-

anwu Hospital.

Tang’s sample for nucleic acid test
was soon sent to a testing team of
the hospital led by Wang Peichang,
director of the hospital’s clinical lab.
The positive result unsettled Wang
and his colleagues, who have gained
rich experiences in the battle against
COVID-19. Therefore, they went on for
another round of test for verification,
and the result was still positive. The
test result was soon reported to Bei-
jing’s health authorities by Wang and
his colleagues.

The result worried Dou Xiangfeng,
an expert from Beijing Center for
Disease Prevention and Control who
was on his night shift when he was
informed of Tang’s case at 1:04 a.m. of
June 11. Five hours later, Dou visited
Tang in a quarantine ward, together

with another doctor surnamed Qiao
from the disease prevention and con-
trol center of Xicheng district, tough
he spend his night sleeplessly, working
on the epidemiological report of Tang.

“Screening efforts must be ensured
in the places Tang had visited, as well
as for those who had physical contact
with him in the past 7 days,” Dou not-
ed.

Two hours later, 38 close contacts
and 23 screening sites were confirmed,
and city-wide screening was launched.
Over 100 staff members raced against
time to trace the source of the infec-
tion. Around 2:00 a.m. of June 12, en-
vironmental samples tested positive
for the novel coronavirus in Xinfadi
wholesale market, and the beef and
mutton sections in the basement floor
of the market was taken as “epicenter.”
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chair could also help the African Continental Free Trade
Agreement (AfCFTA) - now due to become operational
on 1 January 2021 - especially by sheltering it from wider
global trade as it attempts to build up intra-African in-
dustrial supply chains.

Trudi Hartzenberg, Executive Director of South Af-
rica’s Trade Law Centre (tralac), supports the idea of an
African woman at the helm of the WTO, at a critical time
for the institution, and for multilateralism more gener-
ally. ‘It’s not all doom and gloom; there’s light at the end
of some tunnels,” she says.

An agreement on fisheries subsidies could well be
within reach, Hartzenberg says. She also sees potential
in projecting the model of the WTO’s only recent major
success, the Trade Facilitation Agreement, onto other ar-
eas, such as investment.

‘The Trade Facilitation Agreement is a multilateral
pact but member countries self-select their commit-
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ments, she notes. It also includes technical and financial
support for developing and less developed countries to
help with implementing commitments. Hartzenberg also
suggests this model could be applied to the “plurilateral”
agreements that some - but not all - WTO members have
started negotiating on issues such as e-commerce.

“To get all 164 member states in such a diverse body to
agree on anything is very difficult,” she notes. So mem-
ber states should reconsider these more pragmatic pluri-
lateral agreements in specific sectors where those who
are ready and willing move ahead and others may join
later.

She also notes that some global supply chains may
reconfigure and become more regionally focused as
a result of Covid-19. Despite this, the pandemic is also
showing that global trade and multilateral rules remain
essential, not least for the transparency and notification
that members must give others about what they are do-
ing to accommodate the pandemic.

Hartzenberg disagrees with the African trade official’s
suggestion that the AfCFTA should evolve as an African
import-substitution enclave. That sort of protectionism
- apparent in the positions of some countries in the ne-
gotiations on tariffs and rules of origin - would just drive
others into a protectionist corner and reduce the poten-
tial impact of the AfCFTA, she says.

Instead, African nations should boost and diversify
their capacity to produce tradeable goods and services,
including through African value chains, but also by inte-
grating better into global supply chains.

Africa would also be more competitive globally if it
reduced its excessive logistics costs such as transport,
which are generally lower for imports from China than
between African countries. Significant benefits are likely
from better customs and border management and other
trade facilitation improvements.

None of this will be easy, and Hartzenberg cautions
that the AfCFTA alone won’t transform and diversify Af-
rica’s productive capacity. Member states must work at
national level to attract investment, for example. The AU
also has several flagship projects such as those to boost
infrastructure and industrialisation, which complement
the AfCFTA.

The AfCFTA, though full of potential, isn’t the magic
bullet for Africa’s economic ills. It has by no means ren-
dered the WTO obsolete for Africa. Likewise global trade,
though ailing, is not dead. So having an African in the
Geneva hot seat - one who is prepared to work very hard
and very smart - could still be a big boon for the conti-
nent. DM
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Citizens buy vegetables in a supermarket in Zhichun Road, Haidian district of Beijing, June 16. Vegetables and fruits are
in sufficient supply and stable price in Beijing's supermarkets. (file photo)

Around the same time, Xinfadi wholesale market was
quarantined. Fengtai district, where the market is located,
also isolated the high-risk groups in the market. The district
authorities, responding to the demand of a site command
center, designated quarantine hotels, rented taxis and al-
located anti-epidemic materials to relocate the high-risk
groups. A total of 916 people were relocated to and quaran-
tined in 5 hotels within 10 hours.

Community-based epidemic prevention and control
serves as a bedrock for Beijing to fight the disease. Nearly
100,000 community workers launched “blanket” screening
in 3,235 communities and 3,876 administrative villages in
Beijing, and all close contacts were quarantined at home
for observation. The community workers were grouped to
screen different neighborhoods, communities, residential
complexes and individual buildings, and adopted tailored
quarantine measures if needed.

The rapid growing capability of Beijing’s nucleic acid
testing has become a legend in epidemic response. The
city launched massive testing that covered over 12 million
people, and around 52 percent of the confirmed cases were
screened by testing. Nucleic acid testing played an impor-
tant role in detecting the source of infection, cutting the
chain of infection and stopping the spread of the virus.

The centralized admission of patients and allocation
of medical resources, as well as individualized treatment
plans that combined traditional Chinese medicine and
western medicine, were major highlights of Beijing’s efforts

to fight the second wave of the novel coronavirus. More im-
portantly, no death occurred this time in Beijing.

On June 16, Beijing raised its COVID-19 emergency re-
sponse to level II, and over 100 medical workers from 18
hospitals in the city went to Beijing Ditan Hospital for as-
sistance. Du Bin, Tong Zhaohui, Jiang Li and other experts
known for their outstanding performance in Wuhan, once
again stepped onto the frontline to save critical patients.

Beijing launched a 24-hour hotline to respond to the de-
mand of citizens, and a press conference was scheduled at
4:00 p.m. every day and broadcasted by both central and
local media.

On July 19, the 157th press conference announced to low-
er Beijing’s COVID-19 emergency response from level II to
level I1I. The message moved many attending journalists to
tears who experienced the hard-won success of the pains-
taking efforts made in the past 40 days.

A draft version of emergency regulations for public
health emergencies were submitted to the 23rd meeting of
the 15th Standing Committee of Beijing Municipal People’s
Congress for deliberation on July 28, as an effort of the city
to formalize the effective measures it explored its COVID-19
response. Meanwhile, the city’s leading group for COVID-19
prevention and control stressed that it’s not yet the time
for celebration, as Beijing’s epidemic response is still un-
derway.

People’s Daily
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EXPRESSION

Artists paint Covid-19

NAIROBI

While Covid-19 has been wreaking
havoc on millions of lives and liveli-
hoods all over the world, the stealthy
virus has not managed to kill the crea-
tive impulse of scores of Kenyan and
other African artists. Proof of their
resilience is currently online and on
display at the One Off Art Gallery in a
group exhibition entitled simply ‘Covid
19 - Social Distancing.’

The showcase has something of a
serendipitous feel to it since it was only
a few months back (when it became
clear the pandemic wasn't disappear-
ing overnight) that One Off’s founding
gallerist, Carol Lees asked artists online
to take the theme and run with it.

The show has works by more than 40
artists, most of whom are Kenyans but
as the call was accessible to all, Carol
got responses from Nigerians, Britons,
and other East Africans. The work has
come in a myriad of forms, media, and
topics, mostly related either directly or
tangentially to the theme of the viral
pandemic.

A few artists recycled old imagery
and simply added a mask to artwork
they had already conceived. Occasion-
ally, the masking was tastefully done,
as with the masked bride by Margaret
Njeri and the mother and child by Esau
Osomo. Nonetheless, the clichéd effect
is still inescapable.

But then there are wildly original
works in the show. Like the fastidi-
ously multicoloured lungs hanging
out (at arm’s length) on a clothesline,
as if Ugandan artist Mark Kassi is giv-
ing greater dignity to the dead than are
the data dished out daily in the form of
horrifying statistics. There’s little love
expressed in the exhibition apart from
Musah Mwakelemu’s celebratory “Tri-
umph of love (in the pandemic).’

Otherwise, the agony of the isola-
tion imposed by the self-quarantining
is well conveyed in works by Waweru
Muturi and David Kipkoech whose
solitary cell dangles in space without
reference to time or place. Simon Muri-
ithi takes a slightly different approach
to the lockdown although he too in-
terprets the boxed-in character of the
Covid-19 crisis.

In contrast, several artists illustrate
the ‘business-as-usual’ approach of
peasant survivors living on the edge
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and having no recourse but to head to
the market to sell their wares. Esther
Mukuhi’s women are a case in point.

Those who've chosen to illustrate so-
cial distancing are few, but the masked
figures of Munene Kariithi, Richard Ki-
mathi, and Rashid Diab offer essential
examples of what is required of the
public if we seriously mean to lick the
virus. In contrast, John Mutahi’s canvas
is overcrowded with faces, illustrating
a kind of hell that’s likely to leave those
characters testing positive for the virus.

The danger, of course, comes in the
form of invisible aerial droplets that
seem to be the subject matter of paint-
ings by Churchill Ongere and Leo Co-
imbro. Their pieces are emblematic
of the issue that the global multitude
doesn’'t seem to understand but must
do eventually. And that is these drop-
lets (painted as dots, bubbles or bal-
loons) are infectious killers which may
be lurking anywhere.

Mental toll

The other point that artists exam-
ine in this Covid-19 show is the mental
toll that the lockdown has taken on
the public. One of the clear illustra-
tions of what the virus can do to one’s
mind is Wallace Juma’s painting of a
head which seems to be split open as if
mental shrapnel has affected the man’s
mind.

Yet this exhibition is not only about
agony and despair. Works by Paul Ki-
dero and David Marrian both reveal
the restorative nature of the open air.
Kidero’s solitary man walks serenely
by the sea while Marrian’s chapel re-
flects some remote yet blissful region
of natural beauty.

Two works by Sophie Walbeoffe ex-
tend the celebration of nature as her
birds and tree are joyfully unaffected
by the virus. Rather, they reflect what
happened during the first wave of the
pandemic when people willingly went
into lockdown and indigenous wildlife
emerged after years of invisibility.

Finally, referring back to the eclec-
tic, the gallery placed no restrictions
on participation or media that art-
ists might employ. As such, this show
(which will be at the Gallery until
August 23) features everything from
mixed media, acrylic paints, and prints
to photography, digital art, and sculp-
ture. It also presents both veterans and
newcomers at the gallery.
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Mark Kassi artwork for Art Images (COVID-19 Exhibition) at One Off Contemporary Art

Gallery Limited.

IMPRESSIVE

‘We no give up’ Africa Foresight
Group opens the first freelance
management network in Africa

ACCRA

Africa Foresight Group (AFG), is the
largest freelance management network
in Africa. AFG announced just amassed
a $700,000 capital infusion from a seed
round led by Consonance Investment
Managers and GFH Holdings.

Founded in 2016 by Yasmin Kumi, AFS
is female-led and offers consulting ser-
vices for clients in the region. AFG boasts
over 100 consultants in its network and
has thus far completed 140 engagements
for investment funds, top companies,
and other development partners.

AFG experts and consultants
create work in industries that create
quantifiable value for the continent. This
covers sectors such as FMCG, finance,
and agribusiness. The company is made

up of a 15 member team based in Nigeria
and Ghana. AFG is well represented in its
networks in other African markets such
as South Africa, Nigeria, and Kenya.

Yasmin Kumi derived her interest
at consulting when she attended
McKinsey’s — 40th-anniversary  party
where she worked as an event runner.
This was way back in high school. 7
years later she was fortunate to work for
McKinsey.

Founded in 2017, Consonance
Investment Managers is an early-stage
growth investment platform helping
entrepreneurs build companies across
sub-Saharan Africa. GFH Holdings is the
office of a leading West African family
running several successful projects in
the energy, retail, and real estate sectors
across Ghana and Nigeria.
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Meet Muwado, the eight-year-
old girl making Somalia laugh

MOGADISHU

1l throughout Mog-

adishu and past,

there may be one

identify that brings
smiles to folks’s faces: Muwado.
The eight-year-old girl is the
star of brief comedy movies
which have taken Somalia by
storm.

Viewed thousands and
thousands of instances on
on-line platforms resembling
TikTok and YouTube, Muwado
Abshir’s sketches contact on
a variety of subjects, from
unemployment and style to
social media obsession and
even relationships - and her
jokes spare nobody. “T like to
make people happy. I get happy
when 1 see people laughing,”
Muwado tells Al Jazeera, earlier
than breaking into laughter
herself.

“People look higher when
theyre completely happy
and laughing” It all started
in December of final 12
months, when the eldest of
Muwado’s seven older siblings,
Abdikassim Abshir, was making
avideo for his TikTok channel.

“She wouldn’tleave me alone
and kept on asking me to make
a video of her,” the 19-year-
old recollects. But merely
taking pictures the video was
not sufficient for Muwado,
who insisted that her brother
share it on-line. Abdikassim
reluctantly concurred - and
inside days, the clip had greater
than 1/ 4 of 1,000,000 views.

The  humorous  sketch
begins with Abdikassim telling
Muwado to not play along with
his telephone as a result of she
is simply too younger. He then
asks her to go to the outlets
to purchase him ice cream.
“Be patient,” Muwado retorts.
When I develop up, T'll get you
ice cream. I'll get misplaced if I

am going out to purchase you
ice cream now.

Thinking that the submit’s
reputation was unintentional,
Abdikassim then posted a
video that includes simply
himself - and did this didn’t go
down too properly along with
his followers. “People would
not let me post anything that
Muwado was not in. They were
not asking but demanding. 1
had no choice. It was either I
post Muwado videos or don't
post anything,” he stated.

The brother-sister duo began
posting movies collectively,
with  Abdikassim  arising
with the script and Muwado
delivering the punchlines. No
subject was left untouched,

with particular consideration
reserved for social media
influencers,  schoolteachers
and politicians.

One submit, making gentle
of federal leaders chopping ties
with the central authorities in
Mogadishu, garnered greater
than L1 million views. Because
of her age, Muwado’s movies
are posted on her brother’s
channel.

The account now has greater
than 235,000 followers and
three.2 million likes on TikTok.
Muwado’s YouTube channel
has garnered near seven
million views in lower than a 12
months - and that excludes the
figures from folks downloading
and resharing her movies.

‘Very sensible,
humorous’

Somalia is recovering from a
brutal two-decade civil warfare
that has broken virtually each
sector together with the leisure
trade. With the weapons falling
silent, many youths have been
more and more taking to social
media, principally TikTok and
Facebook, to seek out leisure,
categorical themselves and
move their time. But nobody
may have predicted that an
eight-year-old girl would
seize the consideration of
thousands and thousands in
the conservative nation.

“We have never had someone
her age doing what she is
doing. She makes the country
laugh. T hope she continues
forever,” says Nafisa Abdile
Abdi, a retailer proprietor in
central Mogadishu. “Whenever
I'm down or had a tough day, I
go to Muwado’s channels and
watch her videos. She makes
me happy. For someone so
young, she is very smart and
very funny.”

With Muwado’s star
persevering with to rise, one
among the nation’s hottest
musicians, = Sharma  Boy,
launched a music devoted to
her. “Muwado, the happy one.
She is better than the rest.
She has no arrogance, always
joking. No one like her on
TikTok,” Sharma Boy raps in
the music.

And Muwado’s on-line fame
has additionally translated
offline, with folks inviting her
to birthday events, graduations
ceremonies and even
weddings for an look payment
- a determine her household
didn’t wish to disclose.

But it was not all the time like
that. Muwado’s mom, Siraad
Muuse, did her greatest to cease
her from turning into a public
determine. “She is very young.

very

She needs to focus on other
things like school, learning the
Quran and just been a child,”
says Siraad, who was not
completely happy when she
came upon Abdikassim had
posted movies of his sister on-
line. She warned him towards
doing so, however the two
siblings continued.

“Every day I will get phone
calls from people telling
me your daughter is on the
internet. I always thought it was
the first video until T realised
there were dozens of other
videos. It was too late to stop
them. Now they tell me before
they post and they tell me
what the video is about,” says
Siraad, who is now supporting
her daughter. And due to
Muwado’s rising profile, Siraad
has additionally change into a
star in her personal proper.

“I get stopped on the streets
by people and they ask how
Muwado is doing. People are
very nice and care about her.
They call me Muwado’s mum
and have stopped using my
name. They even take photos
with me,” Siraad stated.

Meanwhile, Abdikassim has
massive goals and plans for
Muwado. “I want her to make
her abig star in Africa then take
her to Hollywood where she
can become a bigger star. God
has given her a gift and I want
to share that with [the] world,”
he stated. But his younger sister
may want some convincing.

“I enjoy making people laugh
but that is not what I want to
do when I grow up,” she stated.
“My dream is to change into a
health care provider. I believe
it's higher to deal with folks
than to make them laugh.”
“People will find other things
to make them laugh,” she
added, once more bursting
into laughter.

FORTUNE

Lotto winner scoops R38m after

JOHANNESBURG

An entrepreneur from Gauteng plans
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playing same numbers for years

her, she might get excited and tell her
best friend by mistake and that might
cause me unwanted problems and will

to use his Lotto jackpot of nearly R38
million to erect a tombstone for his late
father and ensure that his mother lives
a comfortable life. But he’s not planning
on telling a soul about his winnings -
not even his mother.

“Since finding out that I won the
jackpot, I have not been able to sleep.
I have mixed emotions. At some point I
am calm, the next I am nervous, I have
had a roller coaster of emotions for the
last couple of days,” the winner said. “I
started playing the Lottery when I was
19 years old and I have always been
hopeful that one day I will strike it lucky,
but this life-changing win has come as a
big shock and surprise to me.”

National Lottery Operator Ithuba
said it was thrilled to announce that
the Lotto jackpot for the Wednesday 29
July draw had been won by one lucky
player, who pocketed a cool R37 951
526.20. “Ithuba has located the winner,
a self-employed entrepreneur based
in Gauteng. He spent R20 on his ticket
and manually selected his winning
Lotto numbers of 06 16 23 26 33 48, and
bonus number 07.”

Almost changed his mind

The winner, who has been playing
the same manually selected numbers
for years, almost changed his mind at
the last minute.

“I have been playing the same
numbers for the past four years, not
only for Lotto but for PowerBall and
Daily Lotto. I wanted to play the Quick
Pick selection because I thought I have
been playing the same numbers for
years and the maximum amount I have
won was R1 200 in the Daily Lotto draw
early this year.

Busisiwe Msizi, head of corporate relations at Ithuba.

“So 1 thought maybe it's time I
changed my playing strategy. I asked
the cashier for a Quick Pick selection,
but before I gave her the money, my
gut told me that today might be the day
I strike it lucky and opted to play the
same numbers manually.” The winner
said the day after the draw he logged
on to the National Lottery social media
pages to check the winning numbers.

“I saw that one person had won and
wondered who the lucky person might
be, and, as per usual, I started to dream
about what I would do with the money.
“As T was checking the numbers, I

realised that these are some of the
numbers I usually play. It was only after
the fifth number that my heart began
racing and I realised I might be the
jackpot winner.

Slept with winning ticket under
pillow

“I slept with the ticket under my
pillow for two nights and kept on
waking up every hour to check ifindeed
I'm the holder of the lucky jackpot-
winning ticket and not dreaming.

“I am not planning on telling any
member of my family, including
my mother. 'm scared that if T tell

compromise my safety.”

When asked about the first thing he
plans to do with his newfound fortune,
he said he was planning on buying a car
for his business because it requires him
to travel around the province to meet
his clients. He also wants to extend his
mother’s house to a double-storey and
erect a tombstone for his late father.

He will only buy himselfa proper house
in one of the province’s exclusive housing
estates next year because he does not
want people to suspect he is the winner
of the Lotto jackpot. He will invest a small
amount towards growing his business
and the rest he will invest to make sure
he and his mother live a comfortable life
for many years to come.

Big winners

“We are so excited to have created yet
another instant millionaire in a space of
four months. Our first major 2020 winner
won a massive R135 million PowerBall
jackpot in April 2020. This was soon
followed by the R77 million PowerBall
winner from the 30 June draw, and the
R15 million Lotto PLUSI winner from the
1]July draw.

“The biggest jackpot so far was won by
a player from KwaZulu-Natal who won
the biggest PowerBall PLUS jackpot ever
of R153 million in our 10 July draw using
their Standard Bank app. We promised
to offer big jackpots and we are happy
that we have been able to offer these big
amounts to our players,” said Busisiwe
Msizi, head of corporate relations at
Ithuba. Ithuba offered trauma counselling
and financial advice to the winner, as
part of its winner services package, that
comes at no cost to winners of R50 000
and above.
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23-year-old’s experience and journey
her very own fashion brand

creating

KIGALI

n 2017, Kanyana Nadine,

23, took a bold decision.

She had been studying sci-

ences with a vision to ma-
jor in computer programs coding
and Information Technology but
decided to drop it all and pursue
fashion.

“My family was supportive but
not all my friends could under-
stand why I did not pursue IT as
everybody anticipated and de-
cided to join fashion,” she said.
At first, Kanyana was uncertain if
making clothes would work out as
a business so she kept it only as a
hobby and went to school to ma-
jorinlIT.

When she started, she would
only use her sewing machine at
home and make clothes for her
family and friends. That, however,

Kanyana Nadine at Art Rwanda Ubuhanzi Showroom, where her clothes are exhibited.

which is wrong. In fact, if literate peo-
ple did it, it would be an even bigger
business,” she said. Such mindset are
one of the challenges that Kanyana
faces and she thinks if not changed, it
would make it difficult for her and oth-
er aspiring ‘fashionistas’ to grow.

One of Kanyana’s dreams is to take
her Brand on the international level
and showcase what Rwandans are ca-
pable of in the fashion scene. Although
finding affordable resources and raw
materials is still a challenge, she be-
lieves with the current efforts put into
Made in Rwanda products, such issues
will unravel.

Fashion is an emerging sector

Although there are already signifi-
cant fashion brands on the Rwandan
market, Kanyana is not concerned
about competition because the nature
of the industry is growing.

“In fashion, everyone has their own
signature, specialty and own targeted
clients. There is no confrontational

changed when Kanyana hesi-
tantly contested in Art Rwanda
Ubuhanzi in 2017 and was short-
listed among the best. “Never in a
million years did I imagine that I
would make it among the top in
the fashion category,” she excit-
edly said. Kanyana was shortlisted
among the top 10 finalists in Fash-
ion category.

After contesting, her and other
winners were put into an incuba-
tion programme for fashion train-

ing and how to turn fashion into
a profitable business. The incu-
bation lasted for weeks and has
given Kanyana “a life-changing
experience.”

During the incubation pro-
gramme, which is still ongoing,
involving over 70 artists, Kanyana
has been given an opportunity
to produce a range of products
under professional supervision
and easily access the market. She
now has a brand called ‘Kanyana

Brand’ with a growing clientele.
Apart from customized orders,
Kanyana’s clothes are exhibited at
Art Rwanda Ubuhanzi showroom
at Kigali Business Center (KBC).

A challenged vision

Kanyana is inspired by her
strong passion for fashion and
one of her signature touch to her
clothes is an old-fashion style
from the 1970s which she loves.

“I have always loved making
clothes but mostly thrifting them

and making DIY (Do It Yourself)
projects. Those were my favorite
things to do since my childhood.
I would always transform my
clothes and revamp old ones.”
She said. However, it bothers her
that there are negative mindset
around sewing in Rwanda.

“I am not only a designer but
also a tailor. It’s sad how sewing
is associated with illiteracy. Many
people think sewing is the last
resort when one failed at school,

competition like other businesses.
Small businesses learn from big ones
and work on their specialty and that
brings a lot of opportunities for young
people investing in fashion,” she ex-
plains.

It takes her at least a day to sew two
dresses that earn her Rwf20, 000. Be-
fore she contested in Art Rwanda Ubu-
hanzi, she would get one order in a
week which grown to three orders per
day currently.

OUTSTANDING

Jobutg DJ's mom gets guard of honour after retiring from 50 years of teaching

PRETORIA

Radio and TV presenter Frank-
ie du Toit caused quite an online
stir when he posted a heartfelt
tribute to his mother who retired
after almost 50 years as a maths
teacher on Friday - much to her
irritation. Du Toit, who is a co-
host of The Breakfast Club on
Johannesburg radio station, 947,
previously known as Highveld
Stereo, posted a series of tweets
on Tuesday honouring his moth-
er’s career and legacy.

In a video taken on her last day
at work on Friday, Elmarie du
Toit, 70, is seen walking from her
classroom at Woodhill College in
the east of Pretoria to the park-
ing lot as the school corridors
are lined with mask-clad pupils
and staff members, clapping and
cheering her on.

Clutching her handbag, she
pauses a few times to exchange
remarks with some of the pupils.
She had been a teacher there for
nearly 20 years. Frankie wrote
that the children bought a little
porcelain owl called Ellie, named
after her, which she put in the
garden so they can remember
her when they walk past it at the
gate.

“Like so many amazing teach-
ers in our country, she’s dedicat-
ed her life to helping kids grow
and learn. Thousands of young
minds have sat in her maths
classes over the past five decades
and I have never met a pupil that
didn’t love Mrs Du Toit. She made
maths fun and was tenacious at
helping every child that strug-
gled,” he wrote.

Swapping the classroom for the
internet

70-year-old South African teacher, Elmarie du Toit (R) in her garden.

Speaking to News24 on
Wednesday, Frankie says while
his mom has “retired” from
teaching in a brick-and-mortar
classroom, she has moved on to
teaching online. “She has joined
Brainline, which is a remote-
learning academy, and she will
continue to teach full time. My
sister and I have tried to con-
vince her to retire for good, but
this is her passion she doesn’t
want to give it up. She is quite
the technophobe, but she was
willing to learn.

“So, over the past three weeks,
we and some other people

helped her to become au fait
with the technology involved,
and now she makes the rest of
us look like fools with her mas-
tery of the equipment. So, after
50-0dd years in a classroom, she
is continuing her career on the
internet.”

Frankie says she continued to
teach throughout the lockdown
because she felt she couldn’t
leave her matric pupils in the
lurch. “Even when she was bat-
tling cancer a few years ago, she
soldiered on throughout her
chemotherapy. That was just
staggering. I don’t think she took

more than five days’ sick leave
during that entire period,” he
says proudly.

“I posted the video and pic-
tures on Tuesday without her
knowledge and when 1 called
her to tell her about it, she scold-
ed me for a good 30 minutes.
She didn’t want any recogni-
tion for the contribution she has
made to society - she is extreme-
ly humble.”

And Frankie is quite right,
Elmarie’s humility is apparent
when she reacts to being called
about her son’s social media an-
tics. “T don’t understand why all

of you are so interested in an old woman
who’s retiring...” she quips during an in-
terview with News24 on Wednesday after-
noon.

“I am very cross with Frankie for put-
ting this on Twitter. I told him, you should
stay away from me for a while, he can re-
ally keep his mouth shut for a change,” she
says, laughing. Elmarie studied at Stel-
lenbosch University and, after obtaining
her degree and teaching diploma, taught
in Cradock for three years before leaving
teaching for a while.

“I never really saw myself as a teacher,
that was never my plan. But a few years
after I left, I realised that this was my call-
ing, and I've been teaching ever since.”
Elmarie says, looking back, it’s hard to
believe that so many years have gone by
since her career started.

“Time goes by so quickly. When you
are young, you don’t realise that. But I
still have the same passion I always had. I
love mathematics and I enjoy teaching it.
I'm also crazy about working with teen-
agers. That’s why I just continued doing
it through all these years. “And now I de-
cided to carry on teaching online. At this
point I can’t say too much about that as I
only started on Monday. But it is vastly dif-
ferent from being in a classroom.”

Elmarie was completely taken by sur-
prise by the pupils’ guard of honour on
Friday. “Because of Covid-19, you can’t
have assembly and gatherings, so this was
such a lovely, special gesture. I really didn’t
expect it. The pupils and staff at Woodhill
are incredible.”

According to Elmarie, teaching is a call-
ing, not a career. “You are born a teacher. If
not, you won't last long, you won’t be able
to cope.” Asked about what some of the
highlights of her decades-long career have
been, Elmarie muses: “I don’t know what
to say about that. All T did was to raise two
children and teach. And that’s it... “How-
ever, teaching has been a great privilege
for me. People have been very kind to me
- that's all T can really say.”

COMPETITIVE

CIRCUMSTANCE

Covid -19 sees

salon clients go
for used hair in
Kenyan capital

NAIROBI

Stylist Julia Wanja picks her way delicately through
piles of food waste, discarded masks, rubber gloves and
other rubbish at Nairobi’s Dandora dumpsite, looking for
used hair extensions she can clean and resell to custom-
ers. The pandemic means fewer clients with less money
and she is cutting down on costs by cleaning and resell-
ing hair from the dumpsite.

Officials direct trucks to dump their loads depend-
ing on where the waste has come from. Domestic and
commercial waste - which includes bags of hair exten-
sions discarded by other salons - goes to different sec-
tions. Medical waste is usually incinerated. “I have fewer
customers,” the mother of three told Reuters from her
wooden stall near the Dandora dumpsite as vehicle
horns blared in the background. “If you are not going to
work, there is no need to style your hair.”

Wanja said she washes the used hair extensions care-
fully using detergent, Dettol and hot water. Most of her
customers trust her to wash the hair well, she said, al-
though a few like to clean it themselves as well.

Like other scavengers, she wears a mask to sort
through the trash. “We cannot allow anyone to enter the
dumpsite without a mask on,” fellow scavenger Denis
Githaiga said, as he ripped through piles of plastic bags.

Wanja has been selling second-hand hair since 2008,
but says there is more demand now since many people
cannot afford new extensions. “New hair is more expen-
sive than second-hand hair,” the 38-year-old said. “People
don’t have money.”

Wanja’s customers say as long as the hair has been
cleaned, they do not mind where it is from. The hair looks
new: long, luxuriant locks hang from the walls in Wanja’s
stall, or are perched on a battered styrofoam head. “The
hair bought new from a shop and bought used only dif-
fers in price. But once it is plaited, there is no difference,”
said Cecilia Githigia as Wanja’s fingers worked a weave
into her hair.

Stylist Julia Wanja at Nairobi's Dandora dumpsite.

Meet the Zimbabwean producer who collaborated with Beyoncé on The Lion King

HARARE

Following the release of Beyoncé’s
album, The Lion King: The Gift - which
featured several African artists, writ-
ers and producers - the continent has
been celebrated and acknowledged for
its boundless musical talents.

Relatively unknown, up-and-coming
Zimbabwean producer, DJ and bassist
Robert Ndabezinhle Magwenzi, pro-
fessionally known as Evoke, is among
the handful of talented African artists
featured on this album. Evoke co-wrote
and co-produced Find Your Way Back,
which has been one of the fan favour-

ites on the album, alongside Spirit and
Brown Skin Girl.

Other notable artists featured on
the project include the likes of Wizkid,
Burna Boy, Busiswa and Moonchild
Sanelly. The 27-year-old producer says
he was absolutely thrilled to have been
considered for this opportunity, which

he considers to be the highlight of his
career thus far.

“When 1 first got the news that I
would be writing and producing for Be-
yoncé, I couldn’t believe it,” he said. “I
thought it was a joke. I wondered how
she and her team knew about me, I still
wonder. Needless to say, I am very hap-

py and still in awe.”

Evoke’s career as a producer took off
after he was involved in the production
of Manu WorldStar’s hit single, Nalingi.
With over 1.5 million streams since its
release, Nalingi is one of the biggest
South African songs to come out of
2018.

“What's next for me is to just to keep
working hard and using opportunities
like this to take my craft to the world
and show them what Africa has to of-
fer,” he added. “Thaven’t done anything,
I see this as scratching the surface. 'm
really excited to work harder to reach
my full potential.”
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SAFETY

Shisha cafes ordered to keep clean throughout Covid-19 crisis
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Salem Al Ali smokes shisha at Orkied Cafe in Ras Al Khaimah.

DUBAI

hisha cafes have
been given the
green light to
reopen in Ras Al

Khaimah and Ajman after
five months of closure to
prevent the spread of Cov-
id-19.

Authorities this week said
a strict set of precaution-
ary measures and hygiene
standards must be met for
a cafe to reopen safely. Ca-
fes in Dubai were granted
permission to serve shisha
in mid-July. Cafes in Ras Al
Khaimah opened this week
and those in Ajman will reo-
pen from Sunday.

Tito Al Ghanaima, an
Egyptian who works at Ork-
ied Cafe in Mina Al Arab, Ras
Al Khaimah, said the new
measures meant a longer
wait for customers but that
this would ensure their safe-
ty. “The process of preparing

a shisha has become some-
how longer than before as
many new standards had
been added to the process,”
he said.

“This means that custom-
ers should expect to wait for
eight to ten minutes more
for their shisha to be ready,
which should not be an issue
for many.” Staff must wear
face masks at all times and
keep a two-metre distance
from each other and cus-
tomers whenever possible.

Shisha pipes must be
extensively cleaned and
sterilised between uses. The
pipes are typically made up
of five parts, including a dis-
posable, single use mouth
piece. These must be taken
apart and cleaned after eve-
ry use.

“I start cleaning the shisha
parts once the customer
places the order to guar-
antee that it'’s 100 per cent
clean,” said Mr Ghanaima,

45. “I first clean the shisha
bowl with soap and wa-
ter and then the rest of the
parts, the stem, tray, water
vase and the charcoal tong.

Mr Al Ghanaima then uses
a disinfectant fogger, which
sprays a fine sanitising mist,
to sterilise all the shisha
parts. “After that, I prepare
the shisha bowl by adding
the flavoured tobacco and
the charcoal before serving
it to the customer,” he said.

Traditionally, the server
would test the shisha using
a disposable mouthpiece by
puffing on it several times.
This also encourages the to-
bacco to burn but this prac-
tice has been banned under
Covid-19 safety measures to
prevent potential contami-
nation. Cafes must now use
a device that recreates that
process instead.

“We have been using dis-
posable hoses for many
years now, so it is not a new

thing for us,” said Mr Al Gha-
naima. Water in the shisha
vase must be changed after
each use and only disposa-
ble hoses can be used. Other
measures including limiting
only four people to one ta-
ble and encouraging the use
of hand sanitisers.

Shisha pipes have become
a staple of society across the
Middle East and are popular
with tourists. Studies have
shown that the lung damage
caused by shisha is much
worse for smokers than
cigarettes. The practice was
banned at cafes in March to
prevent the spread of the vi-
rus using communal hookah
pipes.

The reopening of shisha
cafes was welcomed by reg-
ular smokers who said they
missed the social element
of smoking. “Friends gath-
erings cannot be complete
without the shisha but, after
the spread of the coronavi-

rus, many traditions have
been affected,” said Moham-
med Kamal, an Egyptian
who works in public rela-
tions.

“I cannot start my day
without smoking shisha
first thing in the morning,”
he said. Prior to the out-
break, Mr Kamal would be-
gin his days with smoking
before going to work. He
and his friends would regu-
larly spend their evenings
at shisha cafes. “When they
decided to allow the shisha
again I was the first one to
go to the cafe and order sh-
isha,” he said.

Emirati Salem Al Ali, 45,
only smokes shisha occa-
sionally and said the safety
measures were necessary to
keep everyone safe. “There
is no place for a simple mis-
take and we all have a role
to play in order to keep the
country safe and virus-free,”
he said.

DEAL

Variety mag cover star and
the WAP hitmaker Megan
Thee Stallion, announced as
Revlon’s latest ambassador

PARIS

“I've always set the bar high for myself
with everything I do, but to now be a brand
ambassador for Revlon, it feels like a new
level.” After an unfortunate incident landed
Megan Thee Stallion in hospital when she
got shot a few weeks ago, the sun is starting
to shine again in the “Hot Girl Summer” hit-
maker’s world.

This is why it’s a festive week for Megan’s
fans. Earlier this week, Variety dropped their
latest issue fronted by Megan Thee Stallion
on the cover, where she is hailed as the “hot-
test rapper right now,” while this morning,
the girl’s girl hip hop artist dropped the of-
ficial “WAP” music video with Cardi B, which
sees fans welcoming a new anthem for sexu-
ally liberated women. And on Thursday,
iconic mega beauty brand Revlon, made
the hot announcement that Meg is their lat-
est Global Brand Ambassador. Proof - once
again - that authenticity always wins.

“I've always set the bar high for myself
with everything I do, but to now be a brand
ambassador for Revlon, it feels like a new
level,” said Megan. “To me, the Revlon brand
stands for both beauty and female strength
and I'm excited to help define what that
means to a new generation of women,” the
25-year-old adds.

Known for her breakout hits, including
viral TikTok anthem “Savage,” Megan Thee
Stallion is the ultimate triple threat: music
artist, social media sensation, and cutting-

Megan Thee Stallion for Revion.

edge tastemaker. She continues to set and
conquer goals in both music and television
with a slew of awards and accomplishments
to her name. Most recently, she released the
song, “Girls In The Hood,” and hit #1 on the
Billboard charts with her track “Savage.”

She is also co-anchoring HBO Max’s reality
show competition, Legendary, which high-
lights modern drag ball culture, working on
her new album and pursuing her bachelor’s
degree in Health Administration at Texas
Southern University.“Megan is a remark-
able talent and we know she’s only going to
continue to rise to new heights”, said Silvia
Galfo, Revlon Global Brand President.

“When we first approached her about
a partnership nearly a year ago, we were
drawn to her confidence and fierce ambition
as much as her power to hold nothing back.
She loves to express herself with makeup
and is a constant inspiration to her fans on
living boldly. It’s that authenticity and una-
pologetic spirit that we admire, and we are
thrilled to welcome her to the Revlon fam-
ily,” adds Silvia.

Over its 80+ year history, Revlon has de-
fined modernity with its electrifying “Un-
forgettable Women” campaign in the 1990’s
and signed the first Black and plus-size mod-
els to beauty contracts. Revlon was also the
first mainstream makeup brand to feature a
woman of color in a national beauty adver-
tisement in the 1970’s. Megan Thee Stallion
will begin appearing on behalf of Revlon
across media platforms from this month.
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S. Africaraises red
flag over reports of
Zimbabwe abuses

babwe and will engage in further talks.

By Bloomberg

SOUTH Africa’s government said
it had noted with concern reports of
human rights violations in Zimbabwe,
where an economic meltdown has

triggered widespread discontent.

Naledi Pandor, South Africa’s inter-
national relations minister, discussed
the matter with Zimbabwe’s Foreign
Affairs and International Trade Minis-
ter Sibusiso Moyo by phone on Tues-
day, Pandor’s department said on

Twitter.

Sydney Mufamadi, a former provin-
cial and local government minister,
and Baleka Mbete, a former head of
the National Assembly, were appoint-
ed by South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa as special envoys to Zim-

Chinese envoy calls for more action against terrorism

UNITED NATIONS

A CHINESE envoy said on
Thursday that it is imperative to
enhance actions and synergy at
international and regional levels
to fight terrorism and organized
crime more effectively.

“As international terrorism,
transnational organized crime
and other global security issues
grow increasingly connected and
diversified, no country can stay
immune from the scourge of these
common threats,” Zhang Jun, Chi-
na’s permanent representative
to the United Nations, told the
Security Council high-level open
debate on addressing the issue of
linkages between terrorism and
organized crime.

“It is of utmost importance to
further promote multilateralism
and international cooperation to
tackle the new and evolving chal-
lenges of terrorism, during and af-
ter the COVID-19 pandemic,” said
the ambassador.

“The international community
must actively support regional
and sub-regional organizations in
playing their important roles and
conducting effective regional co-
operation, in the field of counter-
terrorism and fight against organ-

WHO chief requests US

GENEVA

THE chief of the World Health
Organization (WHO) on Thursday
said that the COVID-19 pandemic
can not be defeated in a divided
world, and he hopes the United
States will “reconsider its posi-
tion” on the decision to withdraw
from the organization.

“Now it’s time to work together,
it's time to focus on fighting the
virus. So I hope the US will re-
consider its position,” WHO Di-

The envoys will depart as soon

on Thursday.

ized crime,” he added.

China supports closer coor-
dination between UN agencies
such as the UN Office of Counter-
Terrorism, the Counter-Terrorism
Committee Executive Directorate,
the UN Office on Drugs and Crime
and Interpol, among others, in
accordance with their respective
mandates, and regional organiza-
tions, to bring forward their re-
spective strengths and expertise,
Zhang said.

Talking about how counter-ter-
rorism should be conducted, the
envoy said that it must be carried
out by upholding the purposes
and principles of the UN Char-
ter while respecting the central
coordinating role of the United
Nations and adhering to unified
standards.

“Member states have the pri-
mary responsibility in countering
terrorist acts. The sovereignty,
independence and territorial in-
tegrity of the countries concerned
should be fully respected,” he
said.

Countries must strictly imple-
ment the UN Global Counter-Ter-
rorism Strategy and the resolu-
tions of the Security Council and
the General Assembly in this re-
gard, including Security Council

rector-General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said at the Aspen Se-
curity Forum via video link.

“You cannot defeat this danger-
ous enemy in a divided world. We
need a united world, and the unit-
ed world needs cooperation and
solidarity among its major pow-
ers,” he explained.

The WHO chief told the audi-
ence that the withdrawal is not
just about money, but more im-
portantly by what degree the
world can be put together to win

as arrangements can be made and
will “identify possible ways in which
South Africa can assist Zimbabwe,”
Ramaphosa’s office said in a statement

Zimbabwe is facing shortages of fuel
and food, a 737 percent inflation rate
and a collapse in the value of the local
currency that has spurred demands
by teachers, bankers and health-care
workers to be paid in US dollars.

Human rights groups allege the gov-
ernment has used measures that were
ostensibly imposed to curb the spread
of the coronavirus to quash political
dissent and prevent street protests.
At least 60 people, including novel-
ist Tsitsi Dangarembga, were arrested

internal politics.

babwe.
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Resolution 2482, while abiding by
and implementing international
laws on combating organized
crime, said Zhang.

“Tangible and comprehensive
measures must be taken to coun-
ter the linkages between terror-
ist organizations and organized
crime in areas such as trafficking
in arms, persons, drugs, artefacts,
cultural property, the illicit trade
in natural resources and wildlife,
the abuse of legitimate commer-
cial enterprise, non-profit organi-
zations, among others,” the am-
bassador added.

Referring to capacity building,
Zhang said that it is important
to support domestic efforts of
member states and build up their
capacities to address the most
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the battle against a dangerous vi-
rus.

“If there are issues about WHO
or the UN system at large, were
very open for any evaluation
or assessment, the truth can be
known, and this can be done from
inside without leaving the organi-

across the country last week, according to the
Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights.

President Emmerson Mnangagwa said in a na-
tional address on Monday that there were “dark
forces” within and outside the country under-
mining its economic recovery.

While the US, UK and other Western nations
have been stinging in their criticism of Zimba-
bwe, South Africa’s government has traditionally
refrained from criticizing its neighbor, a long-
standing political ally, or involving itself in its

South Africa’s ruling African National Congress
also signaled a departure from its usual hands-
off approach, with its Secretary-General Ace
Magashule announcing that the party will hold
a special session to discuss the situation in Zim-

“We see what is happening in Zimbabwe,”
Magashule told the Johannesburg-based broad-
caster eNCA in an interview on Thursday. “The
president is interacting with the president of
Zimbabwe, worried about what is taking place
there and it will have a spillover to South Africa.”

The Zimbabwe African National Union-Patri-
otic Front, the nation’s ruling party, considered
Magashule’s comments “completely out of or-
der,” Patrick Chinamasa, its acting spokesman
said in an emailed statement on Friday.

Zimbabwean authorities have also down-

played the recent upheaval.

“To set the record straight, there is no crisis or
implosion in Zimbabwe, neither has there been
any abduction or war on citizens,” Nick Man-
gwana, the government’s spokesman, said in an

emailed statement on Thursday.
T T T T

prominent challenges.

The international community
must provide tangible assistance
to member states, especially de-
veloping countries and African
countries, considering the differ-
ent security situations and their
distinctive culture and history, in
their capacity-building efforts in
areas such as border control, cus-
toms, drug enforcement and judi-
ciary matters, said Zhang.

“We should effectively combat
terrorism financing, stop internet-
based terrorism and illegal ac-
tivities by terrorist and organized
crime groups, so as to sever the
linkages between terrorism and
organized crime,” he said.

“We must follow international
law and relevant UN resolutions,
support member states to take
measures of de-radicalization, en-
hance prevention and keep organ-
ized crime groups from resorting
to extremist and terrorist means,”
the ambassador added.

On the importance of solidar-
ity and cooperation in counter-
terrorism, Zhang said that facing
the threat of terrorism, “we must
stand united with solidarity.”

“Terrorism is our common en-
emy, and there is no such a differ-
ence between so-called good or

zation,” he said.

The WHO chief told the audi-
ence that the events of the last
seven months are a tragic remind-
er of the insecurity and instability
that disease can cause.

“Today, more than 18.5 million
cases of COVID-19 have been re-
ported to WHO and 700,000 lives
have been lost,” he said.

Saying that it’s never too late to
turn outbreaks around and many
countries have done just that,
Tedros stressed that it’'s never too

bad terrorists. Double standard
and politicization must be avoid-
ed,” he said.

“China will always side with
multilateralism and international
justice,” the ambassador said.
“China has been rigorously imple-
menting all UN counter-terrorism
resolutions and actively engaging
in counter-terrorism cooperation
at the global and regional levels.”

As a state party to the United Na-
tions Convention against Transna-
tional Organized Crime, China has
been actively fulfilling its obliga-
tions under the Convention with
an all-fronts approach across leg-
islation, law enforcement and ju-
diciary sectors, he added.

“We will continue to conduct bi-
lateral and multilateral exchang-
es and cooperation of capacity
building with all member states,
developing countries in particu-
lar, including African countries,
on issues related to counter-ter-
rorism and combating organized
crime,” he said.

The ambassador noted that “we
will also continue to support the
UN efforts of counter-terrorism,
politically and financially, in a
joint endeavor to maintain inter-
national peace and stability.”

Xinhua

to reconsider withdrawal decision

late to turn the situation around.
“Our best way forward is to stick
with science, solutions and soli-
darity and together we can over-
come this pandemic,” he noted.
US President Donald Trump an-
nounced in May that his country
would sever ties with the WHO
and terminate funding for the
organization. Last month, the
United States notified the United
Nations secretary-general of its
withdrawal from the WHO.
Xinhua

‘Possibility of external
interference’: Lebanon’s
president expands blast probe

BEIRUT

LEBANON’'S  president
said yesterday an inves-
tigation into the biggest
blast in Beirut’s history
would examine whether
it was caused by a bomb
or other external interfer-
ence, as residents tried to o
rebuild their shattered lives after the explosion.

The search for those missing has intensified, as rescuers
sifted rubble in a race to find anyone still alive after Tues-
day’s blast that killed 154, smashed up a swathe of the city
and sent seismic shockwaves around the region.

“The cause has not been determined yet. There is a pos-
sibility of external interference through a rocket or bomb
or other act,” President Michel Aoun said in comments
carried by local media and confirmed by his office.

He said it would also consider whether the explosion
was due to negligence or an accident. He previously said
highly explosive material had been stored in unsafe con-
ditions for years at the port. A source has said an initial
probe blamed negligence related to storage of the explo-
sive material.

The United States has previously said it has not ruled
out an attack. Israel, which has fought several wars with
Lebanon, has also previously denied it had any role.

Security forces fired teargas at a furious crowd in Beirut
late on Thursday, as anger boiled over at the ruling elite,
who have presided over a nation that faced economic col-
lapse even before the deadly port blast that injured 5,000
people.

The small crowd, some hurling stones, marked a return
to the kind of protests that had become a feature of life in
Beirut, as Lebanese watched their savings evaporate and
currency disintegrate, while government decision-making
floundered.

“There is no way we can rebuild this house. Where is the
state?” Tony Abdou, an unemployed 60-year-old.

His family home is in Gemmayze, a district that lies a few
hundred metres from the port warehouses where 2,750
tonnes of highly explosive ammonium nitrate was stored
for years, a ticking time bomb near a densely populated
area.

A security source and local media previously said the
fire that caused the blast was ignited by warehouse weld-
ing work.

SWEEPING UP

Volunteers outside swept up debris from the streets of
Beirut, which still bears scars from the 1975-1990 civil war
and has often witnessed big bombings and other unrest
since then.

“Do we actually have a government here?” said taxi
driver Nassim Abiaad, 66, whose cab was crushed by fall-
ing building wreckage just as he was about to get into the
vehicle.

“There is no way to make money anymore,” he said.

The government has promised a full investigation. State
news agency NNA said 16 people were taken into custody.

But for many Lebanese, the explosion was symptomatic
of years of neglect by the authorities while corruption
thrived.

Officials have said the blast, whose seismic impact was
recorded hundreds of miles (kilometres) away, might have
caused losses amounting to $15 billion - a bill the country
cannot pay when it has already defaulted on its mountain
of national debt, exceeding 150% of economic output, and
talks about a lifeline from the International Monetary
Fund have stalled.

Hospitals, many heavily damaged as shockwaves ripped
out windows and pulled down ceilings, have been over-
whelmed by the number of casualties. Many were strug-
gling to find enough foreign exchange to buy supplies be-
fore the explosion.

In the port area, rescue teams set up arc lights to work
through the night in a dash to find those still missing, as
families waited tensely, slowly losing hope of ever seeing
loved ones again. Some victims were hurled into the sea
because of the explosive force.

‘NOWHERE TO GO’

The weeping mother of one of the missing called a prime
time TV programme on Thursday night to plead with the
authorities to find her son, Joe. He was found - dead - hours
later.

Lebanese Red Cross Secretary General George Kettaneh
told local radio VDL that three more bodies had been
found in the search, while the health minister said on Fri-
day the death toll had climbed to 154. Dozens are still un-
accounted for.

Charbel Abreeni, who trained port employees, showed
Reuters pictures on his phone of killed colleagues. He was
sitting in a church where the head from the statue of the
Virgin Mary had been blown off. Agencies

US politicians surly to gain no public support trying to reverse historical trend

IN a speech delivered at the
Richard Nixon Presidential Li-
brary on July 23, U.S. Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo mali-
ciously attacked the Communist
Party of China (CPC) and the so-
cial system of China, criticized
China’s internal and foreign
policy for no reason, and once
again hyped the political lies
about China recently fabricated
by some senior U.S. officials.

The ridiculous accusations
against China made by Pompeo
and other U.S. officials ignored
the facts and distorted the truth
and are filled with Cold War
mentality and ideological bias.
In fact, the more they are ob-
sessed with wicked deeds that

violate international rules and

international society should be

states,

non-aggression against

image of the U.S.

History and facts have fully

the strong leadership of the CPC.

justice, the clearer the interna-
tional community is learning
about the truth.

Pompeo and some other U.S.
politicians claimed that the orig-
inal intention of the U.S. to de-
velop relations with China was
to induce change to China. As
they are disappointed that they
haven’'t achieved the goal, they
have no choice but to impose a
series of constraints on China.

This is a bald-faced hegemonic
mindset, absurd logic coined by
some American politicians out
of personal political ambitions
as well as rude infringement
on the basic norms of interna-
tional relations—something the

highly alert to.

A copy of the Joint Commu-
niqué of the United States of
America and the People’s Re-
public of China issued on Febru-
ary 28, 1972, is now collected at
the Richard Nixon Presidential
Library.

The communiqué specified
that “There are essential differ-
ences between China and the
United States in their social sys-
tems and foreign policies. How-
ever, the two sides agreed that
countries, regardless of their
social systems, should conduct
their relations on the principles
of respect for the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of all

other states, non-interference
in the internal affairs of other
states, equality and mutual ben-
efit, and peaceful coexistence.”
Pompeo deliberately chose
to spread a political virus that
twists history and instigates con-
frontation, which was not only a
flagrant provocation against Chi-
na, but a disrespect to many U.S.
politicians that have contributed
to the normalization of China-
US. relations, including former
U.S. President Richard Nixon.
Chief diplomat of the U.S. as he
is, Pompeo seems highly skilled
at putting on ugly dramas that
help nothing but only damage
the international reputation and

When it comes to social sys-
tems, it could never be said
enough that China has no in-
tention to change the US. and
America could never change that
about China.

The leadership of the CPC is
the greatest advantage of social-
ism with Chinese characteristics
in China.

Since the People’s Republic of
China was founded 71 years ago,
the Chinese people, under the
leadership of the CPC, have em-
barked on a development path
suitable for China’s national con-
ditions and made great achieve-
ments that have attracted world-
wide attention.

proved that the development
path chosen by China is com-
pletely correct and has found
favor with and been firmly sup-
ported by the Chinese people.

More than 93 percent of Chi-
nese people support and are sat-
isfied with the rule of the govern-
ment under the leadership of the
CPC, reaching an unprecedent-
edly high, according to a recent
report released by the Ash Cen-
ter for Democratic Governance
and Innovation, Harvard Ken-
nedy School.

The Chinese people will con-
tinue to unswervingly advance
along the path of socialism with
Chinese characteristics under

Any attempt of the U.S. officials
to block and undermine the ef-
forts of the CPC to unite and lead
the Chinese people to advance is
doomed to end in complete de-
spair.

By repeatedly slandering and
suppressing China, the U.S. poli-
ticians just want to divert atten-
tion of the American public,
escape the unprecedented politi-
cal pressure brought by a series
of domestic problems and thus
maximize their personal gains in
the presidential election.

Such a clumsy trick of them is
called disturbing mission creep
by the international media.

People’s Daily
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Global efforts intensify to curb spread of COVID-19 as cases in Africa top 1 million

NAIROBI

WORKING as a motorbike taxi rid-
er in Kenya’s capital Nairobi, Joseph
Musau knows at least three acquain-
tances who have contracted COVID-19.

It was not until recently did he real-
ize that COVID-19 was spreading at a
faster speed in his country, where it
took three months for the caseload to
hit 6,000, but just weeks to the 20,000
mark.

The Africa Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (Africa CDC) has
reported similar scenarios in South
Africa, Egypt and Nigeria.

Yesterday, COVID-19 cases increased
to pass the one million mark on the
continent, as South Africa alone ac-
counts for around half of the conti-
nent’s total cases.

“Every time I am ferrying a passen-
ger, I know my chances of getting the
disease are high, even as I take precau-
tions, but this is my job, I cannot stop,”
Musau said.

MULTIPLE CHALLENGES

The World Health Organization
(WHO) Regional Office for Africa said
on July 30 that 41 African countries
have reported nearly 14,000 health
worker infections.

“The growth we are seeing in CO-
VID-19 cases in Africa is placing an
ever-greater strain on health services
across the continent,” said Matshidiso
Moeti, WHO’s regional director for Af-
rica.

In many African countries, preven-
tion and control measures in health
facilities are not fully implemented,
according to a WHO report published
on July 23. Many health centers were
found to lack the infrastructure neces-
sary to implement key infection pre-

vention measures or to prevent over-
crowding.

The burden in many aspects of the
disease is growing. In Senegal, blood
supply has run low, according to the
National Center for Blood Transfu-
sion. A recession along with a severe
economic contraction has taken place
in South Africa, accompanied by huge
job losses and the closure of business-
es as citizens grapple with social, eco-
nomic and mental hardships.

According to the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa, Af-
rica’s growth this year will drop from
an initial estimate of 3.2 percent to
between minus 2.8 percent and about
zero percent due to COVID-19, a dire
situation that could throw an extra 20
million people into poverty in a conti-
nent where about 300 million cannot
afford one meal a day.

CONTINENTAL EFFORTS

African governments have put up
spirited efforts to contain the disease
and its impact, with measures ranging
from lockdowns, increasing testing,
awareness to contact tracing and eco-
nomic relief packages.

In Kenya, the government in June
launched a COVID-19 mitigation con-
tact center to offer psychosocial sup-
port to healthcare workers, and set up
a home-based care initiative that can
help lift the burden off the primary
healthcare system and boost recover-
ies.

In Zimbabwe, a community kitchen
run by Samantha Murozoki some 30
km away from capital Harare is pro-
viding relief to about 2,000 people, of-
fering breakfast and supper.

On Aug. 1, Rwanda’s airports re-
opened to international travellers,
more than four months after the

central African nation suspended
commercial passenger flights. Kenya
government has also resumed interna-
tional flights, while developing guide-
lines to ensure the move does not
jeopardize the war against COVID-19
in Kenya.

However, seven countries in sub-
Saharan Africa, which had started
easing lockdowns, have experienced a
20-percent jump in cases over the past
two weeks, according to a WHO Africa
report published on July 30.

GLOBAL SUPPORT

Over the past few months, Chinese
medical supplies have been streaming
into the continent, coming to the aid
of patients, doctors, nurses, and ordi-

nary people.

The Chinese embassy in Ghana on
Thursday delivered a consignment
of medical supplies, including 16,000
masks and 100 infrared thermom-
eters to Greater Accra Regional Coor-
dinating Council. Last month, China
handed medical supplies to the China-
Uganda Friendship Hospital.

The WHO is also helping fill gaps
in the supply of personal protective
equipment. About 41 million items of
personal protective equipment are
shipped from China to cover the needs
of 47 African countries, according to
its report published on July 23.

The EU has also increased its sup-
port to the vulnerable in Zimbabwe,
Namibia and Zambia by providing 64.7

million euros (76.5 million dollars) to
provide life-saving assistance to im-
poverished households.

Similarly, the African Development
Bank on July 27 approved grants
worth about 25.1 million dollars to So-
malia to boost government efforts to
mitigate the impact of COVID-19.

Africa still has a chance to contain
the COVID-19 pandemic on the conti-
nent once proper measures are taken,
said John Nkengasong, director of the
Africa CDC.

“There is still a huge opportunity on
the continent to develop appropriate
model actions to fight COVID-19,” he
noted, reiterating his praise of China’s
response to the COVID-19 outbreak.

Xinhua

Putin, Lukashenko discuss detention of Rl_lssian nationals in Belarus

MOsCow

PRESIDENTS Vladimir Putin
of Russia and Alexander Lukash-
enko of Belarus held a telephone
conversation, discussing the de-
tention of Russian nationals in
Belarus, the Kremlin press ser-
vice said in a statement on Friday.

“There was an exchange on the
recent detention of 33 Russian
nationals in Belarus. There was
confidence that the situation will
be resolved in the spirit of mutual

understanding that cooperation
between the two countries is
based on,” the statement reads.
The sides agreed to cooper-
ate to bring those responsible to
justice, the BelTA news agency
reported after the two leaders’
telephone conversation citing the
press service of the Belarusian
president. “The desire to work
together to sort out the matter
was emphasized. The presidents
agreed to thoroughly study every
available fact in order to establish

the true causes of the current
situation, find those responsible
and bring them to justice.”

The Russian president told his
Belarusian counterpart that Mos-
cow is interested in maintaining
stability in Belarus and wants to
see the upcoming presidential
election held in a calm atmo-
sphere, the Kremlin press service
commented, following the phone
call between the two leaders.

“[The phone call] clearly un-
derlined that the Russian side is

interested
in uphold-
ing a stable
domestic
political
situation in
Belarus and
holding the
upcoming
presidential election in a calm at-
mosphere,” the statement runs.
Putin and Lukashenko also
discussed “pressing issues relat-
ed to the development of broth-

N

erly relations between Russia
and Belarus,” the Kremlin press
service added.

Last time, the leaders spoke
on the phone on June 19. Af-
ter that, they met in person on
June 24 and June 30 at the Vic-
tory Parade in Moscow and at
the unveiling ceremony of the
Rzhev Memorial in Russia’s Tver
Region.

Belarus is holding the presi-
dential election on August 9,
while early voting has been on-

going since August 4. Five candi-
dates are vying for the presiden-
tial office, including incumbent
President Lukashenko. The
election campaign is marred by
arrests of opposition politicians
and activists as well as unau-
thorized protests. Earlier, the
European Union and the United
States expressed concerns about
these incidents and called on Be-
larusian authorities to hold a free
election.
Agencies
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In big shift, Pope
names six women
to Vatican council

VATICAN CITY |
POPE Francis
has appointed six
women, including
the former treas-
urer for Britain's \% \
X

Prince Charles, to Q ?

the council that
oversees Vatican

finances, naming them in one fell swoop
to some of the most senior roles.

The appointments to one of the Holy
See’s most important offices marked the
latest attempt by the pope to keep prom-
ises to improve gender balance made
years ago but which women’s groups
have said were too slow in being realized.

Francis has already appointed women
as deputy foreign minister, director of
the Vatican Museums, and deputy head
of the Vatican Press Office, as well as four
women as councillors to the Synod of
Bishops, which prepares major meet-
ings.

Still, Thursday’s new appointments
marked the largest number of women
named at one time to Vatican posts.

The previously all-male Council for the
Economy consists of 15 posts. One cardi-
nal is the coordinator and the 14 other
posts are divided evenly among mem-
bers of the clergy and lay people.

The seven-member lay portion now
consists of six women and one man. Of
the six women, two each are from Brit-
ain, Spain and Germany. The sole male
lay member is Italian.

One of the Britons, Leslie Jane Ferrar,
was treasurer to Prince Charles from
2015 to 2017 and now holds a number of
non-executive and trustee roles, the Vati-
can said.

The other, Ruth May Kelly, served as
secretary of state for education and for
transport, and as minister for women
and equality, in Britain’s former Labour
government from 2004-2008.

The other four women have back-
grounds in business, banking and aca-
demia. Francis established the Council
for the Economy, which oversees budg-
ets and sets policy, in 2014 as an inter-
national body to oversee often-troubled
Vatican finances.

The new council is starting its work
as the coronavirus pandemic has hit the
Vatican’s finances hard, forcing it to dip
into reserve funds and implement some
of the toughest cost control measures
ever in the tiny city state.

Agencies

The question of ethics in China’s search for Covid -19 vaccine

THE race is on, and full throttle!

The race to find a vaccine for
the deadly COVID-19 that has in-
fluence over 13 million people and
killed over half a million world-
wide.

Nearly 20 vaccines are indiffer-
ent stages of clinical trials globally
against the virus, including in the
US, UK, Russia, India, Japan and
China. However, none of them
have yet passed the large-scale,
late-stage Phase-III clinical trials,
which is necessary to enter the
consumer market.

China in the Fray

In China alone there are around
eight vaccines that different com-
panies or research groups have
been conducting trials of.

The Chinese government has
been pouring money and re-
sources into the research. For the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP),
there is more at stake in this quest
than public health. It is desperate
to be the first country to launch
the vaccine.

It has become a matter of na-
tional importance. After all, the
vaccine would be the most ef-
fective tool to deflect and defuse
the international condemnation
China has been facing over its mis-
handling of the pandemic during
its early stages of outburst.

Additionally, dominance in pro-
ducing and distributing the vac-
cine worldwide would give Chi-
na’s dwindling economy a much
needed thrust.

Thus, towards upholding its
pride and honour, and uplifting its
economy, the Chinese regime has
been intensifying and incentiviz-
ing the research for a COVID- 19
vaccine. It has fast-tracked prom-
ising projects and has sought tri-
als of potential vaccines overseas,
apparently due to lack of new pa-
tients at home.

One year of Article 370 abrogation: Decline

China National Biotec Group
(CNBG), an affiliate of the state-
owned China National Pharma-
ceutical Group (Sinopharm), is the
first Chinese vaccine developer to
proceed toward a phase-III trial,
which it would be conducting in
the United Arab Emirates.

Can Sino Biologies, which has
developed a potential vaccine,
known as Ad5-nCoV, in coopera-
tion with the Beijing Institute of
Biotechnology in the Academy
of Military Medical Sciences, is in
talks with Pakistan, Russia, Brazil,
Chile and Saudi Arabia to lauch a
Phase-III trial.

Brazil and Pakistan have been
approached by Beijing -based
Sinovac Biotech Ltd, too for con-
ducting similar tests, while Ban-
gladesh is also being explored by
Chinese firms to conduct the hu-
man trials.

The question of Bio-medical
ethics

Evidently, China is in a frantic
rush to be the pioneer in find-
ing the vaccine. With the CCP’s
mouthpiece, Global Times, calling
the campaign a battle that China
cannot afford to lose; to say that
China is desperate to win would
be an understatement.

But win at what cost? China,
which upholds the mantra 7 do
not care if the cat is black or white,
as long as it catches the mice -
what means would it adopt to
win this race? Can other countries
trust China to use credible and
ethical methods of research on its
citizens? Are they not letting their
citizens become guinea pigs at the
hands of China?

The matter is especially crucial
because fast-tracking the Phase-
IIT process involves ‘human chal-
lenge’ trial, wherein individuals
are deliberately infected with the
virus.

In other words, their bodies are
‘challenged’ to fight the pathogen.
One cannot negate the possibil-
ity of disastrous or even fatal out-
comes in conducting challenge
trials for a five-month-old disease
with no known cure, drug or treat-
ment.

It may be argued that other
countries are also considering
fast-tracking human trials and
conducting them overseas, then
why question only China’s cred-
ibility? Well the answer lies in Chi-
na’s poor track record in medical
and bio-ethics. China’s breakneck
growth to become the world’s sec-
ond largest pharmaceutical mar-
ket has been accompanied with
many quality-related scandals. In
one such case, in 2018, the Chang-
chun Changsheng Life Science
drug company was found to have
faked production records for a ra-
bies vaccine and sold more than
250,000 doses of the vaccine for
infants that did not meet medical
standards.

The same company had also
produced a DPT vaccine that
was administered to more than
200,000 children and caused pa-
ralysis in a few cases. The Wuhan
Institute of Biological Products,
one of the companies involved in
the search for the COVID -19 vac-
cines, was implicated in the DPT
scandal.

The Chinese government had
responded then by enacting a
legislation to tighten oversight.
But just the enactment of laws
alone does not guarantee the end
of unethical practices, particu-
lar when the government itself
is lackadaisical in implementing
them, given its priority for power
and economy over ethics. There
have been umpteen numbers of
news articles and reports over the
past years that highlight China’s
unethical bio-medical practices.

They include illegal organ har-
vesting, systematic falsification
and manipulation of official organ
transplant datasets, forced steril-
ization and abortions - especially
of women belonging to ethnic mi-
norities, female infanticide, illegal
collection of DNA samples etc.
How prudent would it be for any
country to let a country as unethi-
cal as China to conduct human
challenge trials on its citizens?

Civil-Military Fusion

Then there is also the issue of
the Chinese government’s explicit
push for ‘civil-military fusion’. Un-
der this concept any new scien-
tific development or technology
would be put to dual-use by China
- with military uses applicable to
both national suppression.

It implies that cooperating with
China on any kind of scientific or
technological development would
be tantamount to contributing
towards its military and other op-
pressive forces.

Notably, in developing the CO-
VID- 19 vaccine, CanSino Biologies
is working in collaboration with
the Academy of Millitary Medi-
cal Sciences, and the virologist
running the programme is Chen
Wei, a lady officer of the people’s
Liberation Army, holding the rank
of General. Interestingly, she was
quoted as saying on State televi-
sion in April 2020 that developing
a vaccine was related to ‘national
security’.  She elaborated that
“with more than a billion people,
we can’t rely on our own scientific
strength to protect our people”.

Well then, on the same ground,
can the rest of the world rely on a
vaccine developed by China, espe-
cially for a disease as widespread
as COVID- 19?

The answer is a definite ‘No’!

After all, as stated by Gen. Chen
Wei, it is a matter of ‘national secu-
rity’. Agencies

in stone-pelting incidents, strikes in Kashmir

SRINAGAR

MOHAMMED Yousuf sits peacefully looking at
the dark blue sky as the sound of Shikara rowing
through Dal Lake makes a soothing melody.

“The youth here has become prudent. The
game that few people played with the youth of
Kashmir has stopped. They know it very well
that they will get nothing from militancy. Today’s
youth is focused on their studies. All the protests
and stone-pelting incidents that we used to see
every day no longer takes place,” says Yousuf,
citing a drop in the incidents of stone-pelting in
Kashmir after the nullification of Article 370 in
August last year.

Stone pelting, as the name suggests, refers
to assault by throwing stones, by a section of
Kashmiri youth on security forces, deployed for
crowd control. The deadly attacks became a rou-
tine form of protest in the streets of Srinagar.

There were 2,653 incidents of stone-throwing
in 2016. A probe by the National Investigating
Agency in 2017 revealed that Pakistan routed
money into the Kashmir Valley to be paid to
stone-pelters. Young men were paid Rs 500 each
for throwing stones on Army and other defence
forces.

“As Pakistan has failed four times in direct
wars, so they are investing in such means, wheth-
er its hawala money or fake money through
these leaders who claim to be the representa-
tives of Kashmiris. But in actual they are traitors
using Kashmiri people. The young boys are given
Rs 500 to pelt stones,” said Nirmal Singh, the
then deputy chief minister of the erstwhile state
of Jammu and Kashmir in 2017.

But now that seems a thing of the past.

“After August 5 last year, Kashmir has starting
treading towards a new path. Kashmir which
was affected by terrorism, will now emerge as
a model in the near future. In the past, protest
calendars were distributed among the locals for
organising strikes. Now, they know that there is
transparency in the system and accountability. It
is among the big positive changes in the region,”
explains Altaf Thakur, a Sarpanch from Pulwa-
ma.

Stone-pelting didn’t differentiate between se-
curity forces and residents of the Kashmir Valley.
In October 2018, an army soldier was killed after
sustaining head injuries during stone-pelting in
Anantnag. Hundreds of army men and civilians
were injured as stone-throwing went violent
over the years. However, priorities are changing
now- it’s tools over stones.

“Since I was born, I have been witnessing pro-
tests and strikes. There was no strike call after
the abrogation of Article 370. We have witnessed
no incidents of stone-pelting. The change is in
front of us. Now everybody is living in peace.
Now people are placing other demands for de-
velopment and industries. Now the people of
Jammu and Kashmir want the investment in the
region,” says Tariq Bhat, a local journalist.

In January this year, Army Chief General Manoj
Mukund Naravane said that since the law and or-
der situation improved in Jammu and Kashmir
since Article 370 was scrapped last year.

“If you look at the incidents before August 5
and after August 5, the numbers itself will show
that the situation has improved. The incidents of
violence, be it stone-pelting, terrorist-related vio-
lence, all have seen a sharp decline. There is no
doubt about this,” General Naravane had said on
the occasion of Army Day.

From August 2019 when Article 370 was abro-
gated, till January 2020, stone-pelting incidents
in Kashmir came down by 40 to 45 per cent, the
Central government had stated.

The shikhara has finally docked and now
reached its final destination and getting back to

life as one normally knows it.

If you look at the incidents
before August 5 and after
August 5, the numbers itself
will show that the situation
has improved. The incidents of
violence, be it stone-pelting,
terrorist-related violence, all
have seen a sharp decline.

Agencies
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Lakers not exactly rolling
along as playofts approach

Frank Vogel

LAKE BUENAVISTA, FLA.

THIS is the land of in-between for the Los
Angeles Lakers.

Games right now matter, in the sense that
only three contests are left to build momen-
tum for the postseason. And games right
now don’t matter, in the sense that the Lak-
ers basically knew five months ago that they
would be the No. 1 seed in the Western Con-
ference playoffs.

They lost again Thursday night, with LeB-
ron James getting the night off in a defeat to
the Houston Rockets. The Lakers are 2-3 so
far in the bubble, and their offensive num-
bers are brutal.

There are 22 teams here at the NBA re-
start at Walt Disney World. Of those 22, the
Lakers — the team with the second-best
record in the NBA — rank last in field goal
percentage (.408), last in 3-point percent-
age (.234), last in points per game (98.8) and
next-to-last in free throw percentage (.729).

“This is a totally different season, a totally
different drastic situation for all of us, in-
cluding myself,” James said this week.

If they win Game 1 of the playoffs in about
a week and a half, none of this will matter. If
they win the NBA title in a couple months,
this will be long forgotten. But right now,
the Lakers sure don’t seem like a team that’s
going to be rolling into the postseason.

“I do believe in percentages,” Lakers
coach Frank Vogel said. “I do believe in
guys trusting the work that they put in. And
there’s always a reversion to the mean. The
law of averages plays out and I'm OK with
getting all these misses out of the way right
now.”

James didn’t play against Houston be-
cause of what the Lakers described as a
sore groin muscle. There have been plenty
of instances over the years where James has
taken games off toward the end of the regu-
lar season once his team’s playoff seed was
certain.

But this falls under what he was say-
ing when he called this “a totally different
season,” or as the NBA calls games at this
restart, a Whole New Game. Having more
than four months off isn’t ideal for anyone,
including James, who is a creature of habit

and rhythm.

And while he’s had flashes of his typical
MVP-caliber self at Disney, they havent
been constant. He came into the restart av-
eraging 25.7 points, 10.6 assists and 7.9 re-
bounds on 50% shooting from the field, 35%
from 3-point range.

In his four games at Disney, James is av-
eraging 19.3 points, 10 rebounds and 6.3
assists on 42% shooting, 27% from 3-point
range. For just about anyone else on the
planet, those are fine numbers. For James,
it shows his best form isn’t there yet.

“This is a totally different situation than
any other situation that I've been in in my
career, so I have zero experience with hav-
ing the No. 1 seed inside of a bubble during
seeding games playing in August,” James
said. “So, this is all a learning experience
for all of us and we’re going to take it day-
by-day and continue to work on our habits,
either on the floor, during the film session,
when we’re able to get on the floor as well.”

He’s right: the habits need some work.

The Lakers have three of the four lowest-
scoring games played in the bubble through
Thursday: They had 97 against the Rockets,
92 against Toronto on Aug. 1 and 86 against
Oklahoma City on Wednesday. The only
other team with a point total like that so far
in the restart is Utah, which had 94 against
the Thunder on Aug. 1.

The Lakers also have the two worst
field-goal percentage games in the bubble
through Thursday, as well as the two worst
3-point shooting games.

They don’t seem panicked, because noth-
ing counts yet. And there is a silver lining
ahead: The Lakers play their last seeding
game on Aug. 13, which could be as many
as five days before their playoff opener be-
cause of the West play-in series that now
seems all-but assured.

In other words, the Lakers will have time
to start looking like themselves again.

“Obviously, it is a situation for us that
were not shooting the ball well,” Lakers
wing Kyle Kuzma said. “But we also know
we have proven commodities.”

AP

Harden’s 39 help Rockets past
short-handed Lakers 113-97

LAKE BUENAVISTA, FLA.

AMES Harden had 39

points and 12 assists to

lead the Houston Rock-

ets to a 113-97 victory on
T day night over the Los Ange-
les Lakers, who were playing with-
out LeBron James.

The Lakers, who clinched the
top seed in the Western Confer-
ence on Monday, didn’t have James
because of a sore right groin.

The Rockets were also short-
handed, missing Russell West-
brook because of a bruised right
quadriceps. But the combination
of Harden’s big game and Hous-
ton’s long-range shooting were
enough to take care of the Lak-
ers. The Rockets made 21 of 57 3’s
while Los Angeles hit just 2 of 19.

The Lakers scored the first 10
points of the fourth quarter to cut
the lead to 94-89 with about eight
minutes to go. Houston had three
turnovers and didn’t score in the
fourth until a layup by Harden
with just more than seven minutes
remaining to allow Los Angeles to
make it close.

Houston coach Mike D’Antoni
raved about the way Harden has
been playing since the season re-
started as the Rockets have gone
3-1.

“His commitment on defense is
number one,” he said. “He stays
locked in and is trying to win
whatever it takes, accepting the
double teams and trying to trying
to bust it through to other guys. So
there’s a lot of good things to mar-
vel about.”

Harden’s layup jump-started
Houston’s offense and was the
start of an 11-O run that pushed the
lead to 105-89 with five minutes
remaining. Harden, Austin Rivers
and Robert Covington each made
a 3-pointer in that span.

“We're playing pretty good,”
Harden said. “There’s a lot of
things especially defensively that
we can correct but I think our en-
ergy ... and pace has been good.”

Kyle Kuzma led the Lakers with
21 points and Anthony Davis add-
ed 17 points with 12 rebounds.

“We did some things poorly at
times, we did some things well at
times,” Lakers coach Frank Vogel
said. “You learn from the tape and
put it in the game plan for the next

Los Angeles Lakers guard Danny Green (14) blocks the shot of Houston Rockets
guard Austin Rivers (25) during the second half of an NBA basketball game
Thursday, Aug. 6, 2020, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. (AP)

time you play these guys.”

A shot by Quinn Cook got the
Lakers within 10 with midway
through the third quarter. Hous-
ton scored the next seven points,
with a 3 by Harden, to extend
the lead to 86-69 about a minute
later.

The Rockets used a 5-O run
capped by a 3-pointer from P.J.
Tucker to make it 91-73 later in
the third quarter. Los Angeles
wrapped up the third with a 6-3
spurt to cut the deficit to 94-79
entering the fourth.

Harden said the Rockets are fo-
cused on improving on defense
as the playoffs approach.

“Our energy, our effort and
our aggressiveness defensively is
something that we have to hang

our hats on,” he said.

Meanwhile, Giannis Antetok-
ounmpo and Khris Middleton
scored 33 points each, and the
Milwaukee Bucks overcame a
huge early deficit to get a 130-
116 win over the Miami Heat on
Thursday to clinch the top seed
in the Eastern Conference.

The Heat led by as many as 23
points in a first half where the
team piled up 73 points despite
playing without Jimmy Butler
and Goran Dragic. Miami cooled
off after the break and the Bucks
took the lead in the third quarter
but were down by 6 to start the
fourth.

Antetokounmpo sat out about
five minutes of the fourth quar-
ter after collecting his fifth foul

with 11 minutes to go. Milwaukee
trailed by 1 with about five min-
utes remaining before using a
20-0 run, with three dunks from
Antetokounmpo, to make it 130-
111 with less than a minute to go
and cruise to the victory.

“They were just getting every-
thing they wanted in the first
half,” Milwaukee coach Mike
Budenholzer said. “We just felt
like we made it more difficult on
them in the second half. We wore
them down.”

Antetokounmpo and Middle-
ton played 30 and 34 minutes
respectively after the stars both
sat out the entire second half of
their last game on Tuesday.

Duncan Robinson had 21
points for the Heat, who lost to
Milwaukee for the first time this
season after winning the first
two meetings.

It's the second straight year
the Bucks have had the best re-
cord in the East.

“It’'s a tribute to our players
and what they’ve done every
night and how they’ve brought it
... (but) we have a lot more work
to do,” Budenholzer said.

The Heat led by 6 with about 11
minutes left in the fourth quarter
when Antetokounmpo picked
up his fifth foul on a charge and
headed to the bench. Andre
Iguodala made a 3 for Miami be-
fore the Bucks scored the next 13
points, capped by a 3 from Bled-
soe, to take a 107-103 lead with
about seven minutes remaining.

Robinson made a 3-pointer to
end a scoring drought of almost
four minutes for Miami with
about 6 '» minutes to go and
Antetokounmpo re-entered the
game soon after that.

The Heat led by 12 with about
10 minutes left in third quarter
before Milwaukee used a 16-3
run to take an 82-81 lead with
five minutes left in the quarter.
Antetokounmpo and Wesley
Matthews each had five points
each in that span to help close
the gap.

The Bucks cut the lead to 3
with a dunk by Antetokounmpo
late in the third. But the Heat
wrapped up the quarter with a
5-2 spurt to take a 98-92 lead into
the fourth.

AP

Quiet please: A PGA with 10 fans and the new normal for golf

BY EDDIE PELLS

TO those overserved boors who
insist on screaming “Mashed Pota-
toes!” every time Dustin Johnson or
Brooks Koepka unloads with their
driver, we have one simple request
for you.

Please come back.

For this week at the PGA cham-
pionship, the same goes for every
lunkhead who snapped a photo in
the middle of a backswing, every
50-year-old who crowded out a kid
in an autograph line, every scam-
pering porta-potty seeker who
incurred the wrath of an over-ofti-
cious caddie.

When golf returned eight weeks
ago from its coronavirus-inflicted
hiatus, we were grateful. Grateful
simply to have something new, and
live, to watch. Someone to cheer
for. Or against. Only problem: There
was hardly any cheering. And, as
Rory Mcllroy put it about midway
through a largely silent, largely joy-
less, very sanitized restart to the
2020 season: “Every tournament
has felt the same.”

Now the stakes are higher. It’s
the PGA. The year’s first major un-
der the pandemic-shuffled sched-
ule. Players are making their way
around the grounds of Harding
Park in San Francisco in virtual si-
lence. And, true to Mcllroy’s word,
except for the marine layer, a few
more stocking caps, that neck gai-
ter Tiger Woods is wearing and the
live shots of players getting ready
for their rounds in the parking lot,
this one looks the same as they all
have this year: empty, silent, sterile.

“You miss the positivity, the en-
ergy,” said Martin Kaymer, whose
round of 4-under 66 put him with-

Fans look through holes in the fence along the the 12th hole during the first round of the
PGA Championship golf tournament at TPC Harding Park Thursday, Aug. 6, 2020, in

San Francisco. (AP Photo)

in one of the lead after the morning
action Thursday. “But you have to
create it somehow yourself.”

The day began with the usual
pomp of the opening-tee introduc-
tions. “Now on the tee, please wel-
come, from Dallas, Texas, Scottie
Scheffler.” The starter used a micro-
phone. Why?

Some things never change. Woods
still draws the biggest crowds. But it
was only reporters and cameramen
following him around the course,
this time. And Koepka, in search
of his third straight PGA title, still
plays under the radar. Of course,
this week, he’s not the only one not
being seen.

“That’s the way it’s going to be for
the foreseeable future, unfortunate-
ly,” Mcllroy said.

The PGA trimmed its roster of vol-
unteers from around 3,500 to fewer
than 300 for a tournament that
was supposed to take place in May
but is now taking place in August.
There is no need for crowd control,
for shuttle buses, for people taking

this tournament run.

“We’re going to celebrate
what we’ve got,” PGA of
America CEO Seth Waugh
said about the week’s ee-
rily silent arrangement.

Not all fans were taking
‘no’ for an answer.

Jason Day, whose 65
gave him the lead after the
morning rounds were com-
plete, spotted fans peering
through a hole cut through
a blue tarp that walled off
the 12th tee box from the
outside. That’s as close as
they’ll get this week.

“I actually miss playing
in front of fans because

your credit card at the merchandise
tent, which has been converted into
what might just be the largest play-
er’s locker room in golf history.

“I've played in tournaments
where there’s nobody around so
it’s kind of normal for me,” said Jeff
Hart, one of the 20 club pros in the
field this week. “But it was odd, and
it was just -- you didn’t even feel like
you were at a major championship.”

About halfway through the day,
journeyman Bud Cauley made a
snaking, 70-foot putt for a birdie
that pulled him within one shot of
the lead. It was so quiet out there,
you could hear the ball hit the bot-
tom of the cup. Adam Hadwin start-
ed his afternoon by jarring the ball
off the stick and into the hole on
No. 1 for an eagle. He received warm
applause from the 20-or-so volun-
teers, staff and scorers surrounding
the green.

But if you're inside the gates, you
are among the lucky few who have
undergone and passed COVID tests
and been deemed essential to make

you obviously work off
that, especially in a major
championship.,” Day said.

This week, though, in-
stead of fans surrounding
the tee boxes, there are a
hand-sanitizer dispensers.
And instead of roars echo-
ing through the cypress
trees, it’s the quiet congrat-
ulations of a fellow playing
partner: “Nice shot. Great
putt. Good one.”

But no “You Da Man.” No
“Baba Booey!”. No “Get in
the hole!” for a putt that
has barely started rolling
off a player’s putter.

Is that good? Or bad?

“Its  just different,”
Woods said. “That’s prob-
ably the only way to say it.
This is what we’re going to
have to get used to in the
near future, and for prob-
ably for a while.”

AP
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Ronaldinho lawyers to
agree plea deal - sources

ASUNCION

RONALDINHO’s legal team has
presented a plea deal to the Para-
guay public prosecutor’s office
that would lead to the release of
the former Barcelona star and his
brother, sources have told ESPN
Brasil.

The 2005 Ballon d’Or winner
and his brother Roberto Assis
were arrested in March for at-
tempting to enter Paraguay with
false passports.

After 32 days, the two were re-
leased from a high-security jail in
Paraguay in April after paying bail
of $800,000 each and were placed
under house arrest in a luxury ho-
tel in the Paraguayan capital of
Asuncion, where they remain.

As ESPN reported last week, the
defense team for the Assis broth-
ers was already working on a plea
bargain.

A source close to the prosecu-
tion told ESPN Brasil last week
that the case against the two is
“90% closed.”

The plea bargain includes a
guilty plea from the two brothers
for entering Paraguay with fake

passports and fines of $20,000
and $50,000, respectively, for
Ronaldinho and Roberto.

Roberto would agree to a crimi-
nal record in Paraguay, but Ron-
aldinho’s record would be clean
there.

The plea deal also means the
two brothers would agree to re-
main in Rio de Janeiro and follow
rules of conduct set by the Para-
guayan courts.

The legal team said that Ron-
aldinho would comply and would
thus delay his planned move to
Barcelona.

The public prosecutor has six
months to investigate the case and
has ordered the arrest of 18 other
people in connection with it.

Last year, Ronaldinho had his
Brazilian passport seized at home
because of an investigation into
alleged environmental crimes,
but the document was returned
to him in September 2019, and it
is still not known why he did not
enter Paraguay with his own pass-
port.

(Agencies)

‘Arsenal nearing agreement
on new Aubameyang contract’

LONDON

ARSENAL is close to making
their biggest signing of the sum-
mer and it’s not a new face: The
Gunners are nearing a new con-
tract for Pierre-Emerick Aubamey-
ang, according to Sky Sports.

The deal would give Arsenal
manager Mikel Arteta long-term
access to a player he wants “to
build the squad around.”

The move is a break from tradi-
tion for the Gunners, who will give
a massive raise to an older player.

Aubameyang is no ordinary vet-
eran, though, the 3l-year-old scor-
ing 29 times in 44 matches across
all competitions this season.

The Gabonese star won a share
of the Golden Boot during the
2018-19 season, his first full season
at Arsenal.

Aubameyang has not scored less
than 22 league goals in any of his
last five seasons, including the 23
he scored between Borussia Dort-

mund and Arsenal in 2017-18.

Recently, he led the Gunners to
a record 14th FA Cup with a Man
of the Match performance that in-
cluded a brace.

Aubameyang has 252 goals
across his last three stops at Arse-
nal, Dortmund, and Saint-Etienne.

The only danger here would be
Aubameyang’s big money becom-
ing an albatross akin to what hap-
pened to Alexis Sanchez at Man-
chester United and Mesut Ozil at
Arsenal.

For now, though, there’s no sign
of Aubameyang slowing down and
the Gunners can save those wor-
ries for a later date, as attracting
a player of his character without
Champions League football is a
tall task.

And perhaps Aubameyang ce-
menting his time at the Emirates
will sway a star currently on the
fence about a season in the Europa
League.

(Agencies)

Bale didn’t want to play
for Real vs. City - Zidane

LONDON

GARETH Bale was left out of Real
Madrid’s squad for their Champi-
ons League clash with Manchester
City because he “preferred not to
play,” coach Zinedine Zidane has
said.

Bale and midfielder James Ro-
driguez were both absent from
Madrid’s 24-man travelling party
for Friday’s round-of-16 second leg
game in Manchester.

“We have a relationship of re-
spect between coach and player.
That’s clear,” Zidane said in his pre-
match news conference on Thurs-
day. “It’s a personal conversation.
The only thing I can say is [Bale]
preferred not to play. The rest is
between him and I.”

The French coach went on to
characterise the decision as “per-
sonal” and denied being disap-
pointed in Bale’s attitude.

“I respect Gareth a lot,” he said.
“Things have to stay inside the
dressing room between players
and coach. Gareth Bale is a Real
Madrid player and I respect that.
He preferred not to play, that’s the
only thing I can tell you.”

Sources close to the player told
ESPN that Bale preferred not to
travel, believing he would not be
involved in the game in any case.

Bale barely featured as Real
Madrid won the La Liga title last
month, making just two appear-
ances in eleven games after the
season restarted in June.

The 31-year-old was also left out
entirely for the final league game
of the campaign, a move Zidane

called “a technical decision.”

Sources have told ESPN that Ma-
drid are willing to let Bale go this
summer, although finding a suit-
able buyer may prove difficult giv-
en the player’s financial demands
and the club’s insistence on receiv-
ing a substantial fee.

Colombia international Rodri-
guez has also been left out in re-
cent weeks at his own request and
is expected to leave during this
transfer window.

Real Madrid needed to overturn
a 2-1 first leg deficit to progress to
the Champions League quarterfi-
nals, after City staged a late come-
back at the Bernabeu back on Feb.
26.

Star forward Eden Hazard
missed that game with an ankle
fracture sustained just days earlier,
his second serious injury of the
season.

The €100 million signing recov-
ered in time to play a limited role
in Madrid’s La Liga title win, while
still struggling with ankle pain.

“It’'s true he had some discom-
fort at the end of the league season
but now he’s much better,” Zidane
said. “We’ve had a lot of time to
prepare. I think he’s fine and feel-
ing confident.”

He added: “It’s true that after
he was injured during the season,
playing every two or three days, it
was hard for him to recover. But he
doesn’t have to play with discom-
fort. There was a moment after his
second injury, but now he’s fine.
Let’s hope he can keep going with-
out problems.”

(Agencies)

Iker Casillas proves Rocky correct over 21-
year career: Life is all about getting back up

BY GABRIELE MARCOTTI, SENIOR WRITER,
ESPN FC

HETHER you em-

brace the biblical ver-

sion (Proverbs 24:16)

or the Rocky Balboa
variation, the concept is the same.
Life hits you hard and often. And it’s
not about the falling down, it’s about
the getting back up.

There are many ways to celebrate
the career of Iker Casillas, who re-
tired Tuesday aged 39, some 21 sea-
sons after making his top-flight debut
for Real Madrid at 18. The goalkeeper
captained Spain to their first ever
World Cup and won two European
Championships and 167 caps along
the way. He won five league titles,
two Copas del Rey and three Champi-
ons League crowns for Real Madrid.
Only one man has made more ap-
pearances for the club in its illustri-
ous history.

Casillas and Xavi, who first bonded
at the 1999 World Youth Champion-
ship in Nigeria, will forever be re-
member for having the humility to
bridge the often-vicious sporting,
political and cultural divide between
Madrid and Barcelona at national-
team level, a split that had long
caused La Roja to massively under-
achieve, thereby putting together
perhaps the greatest period of in-
ternational dominance by any foot-
balling nation.

Fine reasons, all. But what stands
out to me, what makes Casillas some-
what different is that he’s been a por-
trait of resilience throughout, taking
more than his fair share of licks and
each time bouncing back.

Casillas is not the only one to have
overcome adversity, time and again,
of course. But few have had his sort
of journey, one where you start at the
very top, with greatness thrust upon
you. Indeed, the fact that he argu-
ably peaked a decade ago and had
the rockiest stretch of his career in
his early 30s, when most keepers are
supposed to be at the height of their
powers, makes him all the more com-
pelling.

Casillas wins the starting keeper
job at Real Madrid in the 1999-2000
season and starts for them in the
Champions League final later that
season, four days after his 18th birth-
day. Ten days later, he gets his first
cap for Spain. A year later, he wins
his first Liga title.

At 20, Casillas is the goalkeeper of
the first iteration of the Galacticos,
with Luis Figo, Raul and Zinedine Zi-
dane. The launch angle to his career
is nearly vertical at that point and
yet, in the second half of the 2001-02
season, the wheels come off. He has
some poor performances, struggles
in the way young keepers are wont to
do and is dropped in the spring. Sud-
denly, he is too small. Too young. Too
attached to the club colors to be cool
under pressure.

He is, as usual, on the bench for the
2001-02 Champions League final in
Glasgow, watching Real Madrid take
a 2-1 lead over Bayer Leverkusen
thanks to Zidane’s epic long-range
wonder goal. And then, with 22 min-
utes to go, Cesar Sanchez, who had
supplanted him as Madrids No. 1,
falls hard on the Hampden turf and
signals for a change.

Casillas comes on and makes a
string of stops, two of them spectacu-
lar kick-saves, to preserve the victo-
ry. A few months later he is again Ma-
drid’s starting keeper, a job he would
retain for the next decade.

Casillas had been metaphorically
kicked in the gut. And he had gotten
back up when it counted most.

There might be a parallel universe
in which Cesar doesn’t get hurt, Casil-
las doesn’t come on, Real Madrid still
win the cup and he remains a backup
who then leaves the Bernabeu, frus-
trated at the lack of opportunities.
Fate reopened that door for him in
that final, but he was ready to step
through it. That’s the thing about get-
ting back up; sometimes you need a
lucky break to be able to do it, but it’s
still up to you to be ready when the
moment comes.

Fast-forward 10 years. It’s the 2012-
13 season, Jose Mourinho is in charge
and the rivalry with Barcelona is as
poisonous as ever. So too is the at-
mosphere at Real Madrid. Mourinho
suspects there’s a rat in the dress-

Iker Casillas

ing room, airing the club’s
dirty laundry.

As the club struggles,
threatening to implode,
fans are split between
Mourinho-backers and
Mourinho-haters. Casil-
las becomes a scapegoat,
blamed for being the
dressing room mole. He’s
dropped for backup Anto-
nio Adan, and to reinforce
the point, Mourinho buys
another keeper, Diego Lo-
pez, halfway through the
season.

Officially, Lopez arrives
because of an injury to
Casillas’ hand, but he keeps
the starting job even after
Casillas regains full fitness.
The writing is on the wall.
Casillas’ morale is at a low
ebb.

Even though Mourinho
leaves at the end of the
season, Casillas knows
Lopez is an exceptional
keeper. So too does Carlo
Ancelotti, the man who
replaces Mourinho. Casil-
las makes too much money
and wields too much pow-
er for a backup. President
Florentino Perez wants to
bury the nightmarish final

season under Mourinho
and purge the venom still
in the club’s system.

There’s a World Cup
title to defend the follow-
ing summer, too; Casillas
knows he can’t do it as a
reserve and seriously con-
siders moving on. But he
doesn’t. He stays to com-
pete for the starting job
and again, he’s rewarded
with a helping hand. An-
celotti opts to split the
job. Lopez plays in La Liga,
Casillas gets the Copa del
Rey and the Champions
League. Real Madrid go on
to win both competitions
and he starts every game
along the way.

And just as Casillas is
back up again, lifting Ma-
drid’s 10th European Cup
in Milan, there’s another
kick in the groin less than
three weeks later. Spain get
humiliated 5-1 by the Dutch
in the World Cup opener, a
rematch of the 2010 final.
Casillas makes at least two
massive errors. All he can
do is admit his fault and
say it was the worst game
of his career ... which it
probably was.

Once again, he’s down.
His international career
is in doubt with the emer-
gence of Manchester Unit-
ed’s David De Gea and, at
club level, he has to deal
with both Lopez and the
newly arrived Keylor Na-
vas.

Many want Casillas gone.
He is not the keeper he
was, and he might never
be again. But then, another
helping hand and, as ever,
he’s ready to grasp it. Lo-
pez is sold to Milan and
Ancelotti names Casillas as
his starter, but the joy lasts
until the end of the cam-
paign.

Ancelotti is sacked, Rafa
Benitez comes in and Perez
unceremoniously  shows
Casillas the door. He’s 34,
by no means old for a keep-
er, but when you leave Real
Madrid, especially when
you've been there since
the age of 9, the only way
is down.

There were rumours
that Casillas would retire;
instead, he signs for Porto
as a free agent. A smaller
league in Portugal, and
less money, but a chance to

play. And, more important,
to get back up. He plays
for four seasons, enduring
both the thrills of another
league title as well as a sus-
tained period on the bench
in his third year, followed
by a return to the lineup.
It’'s a microcosm of his ca-
reer: another fall, another
rise.

Casillas’ last stumble was
a heart attack in May 2019.
He returned to training
and, after months of uncer-
tainty, opted to call it a day
on Tuesday, saying farewell
with a social media post
that speaks volumes: “The
important thing is the path
you travel and the people
who accompany you, not
the destination that it takes
you.”

Wisdom. The boy whose
career appeared to be on
a perpetually upward tra-
jectory was now a man
who understood fully that
as long as the number
of times you get back on
your feet is greater than
the number of times you
fall, it really doesn’t matter
where you end up.

. GWij i by David Chikoko
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AT reschedules
2020 National
Championships

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

THIS year’s National Athletics Championships, which
was slated for early this month in Dar es Salaam, has
been pushed back.

The championships, which is jointly organized by
Athletics Tanzania (AT), Tanzania Olympic Committee
(TOC) and National Sports Council (NSC), was earlier
scheduled for August 5-6 at Benjamin Mkapa Stadium
but it has been pushed to September 12-13.

Gulam Rashid, TOC president, said at a joint press
conference yesterday the postponement was due to
lack of accommodation, as the facility, which they had
planned to use for hosting athletes from upcountry, will
be occupied with other activities on the earlier planned
days.

He said TOC hired Dar es Salaam University College of
Education (DUCE) hostels but students at the institution
will be sitting for their final examinations on September
5, a day the championships was set to start.

Rashid said due to this AT, TOC and NSC have agreed to
have the championships one week later.

“All was set for the National Athletics Championships,
but on Thursday we recieved communication from the
DUCE management informing us that on September 5
students will be sitting for their final examinations, we
respected them and postponed the championships to a
week later,” he said.

Henry Tandau, TOC vice president, said the committee
will use 45m/- at the championships as the aim is to see
to it that the event is used to unearth talents which can
represent the country at international events.

He also said each region was given a quota of its
athletes that will compete in the showpiece, but if the
regons want to add more athletes on the quota, they
must pay for the added athletes.

“The TOC will use 45m/- at the championships, the
money is to pay for accomodation, hospitality, medals
and other things to about 215 athletes and 36 coaches
who will attend the event,” he stated.

“If there is any other region which wants to have more
athletes in their team than what was on their quota, they
are free to do so provided they pay 100,000/- for each
athlete,” he said.

At the press, Tandau announced that they have invited
Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa to be the guest of
honour, but they are yet to receive a response from the
Prime Minister’s office.

Ombeni Zavalla, AT acting secretary general, said the
championships will be used to select athletes who will
represent the country at international events.

She said the closing date for receiving names of athletes
who will compete at the championships is Saturday next
week and she asked regions to select athletes who will
perform well at the event.

Zavalla also warned top athletes who skip the National
Championships, saying the association will not offer
permissions to those athletes to compete outside the
country.

“I'm asking all regions to select good and elite athletes,
we want athletes who can compete at the international
events, let me take this opportunity to warn top athletes
who refuse to represent their regions at the National
Championships, we will not grant permission to them
to compete outside the country, we are now tired of this
tendency that has athletes refuse to be in their respective
regions’ teams,” she said.
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Domestic athletes battle it out in a past National Open Athletics Championships, which was held in
Arusha. PHOTO; CORRRESPONDENT

By Correspondent Michael
Mwebe

ZAM FC Chief
Executive
Officer, Ab-
dulkarim Amin
‘Popat’, has confirmed the
club is pursuing a new
striker as they continue to
rebuild for a pretty busy
season ahead with the
club keen on mounting a
credible title challenge.
The 2013/14 Vodacom
Premier League winners
have already confirmed
five new additions includ-
ing Rwandan internation-
al midfielder Ally Niyonzi-
ma, former Gor Mahia FC
goalkeeper David Kissu,
midfielders Awesu Ally

By Guardian Reporter

MCC cricketers lose to K&P Constructions team in 2020 Nasser Memorial League

THE K&P Constructions

Azam FC’s newly signed midfielder, Awesu Ally (C), dribbles past fellow midfielder, Mudathir Yahya, at the outfit's training
which took place at Azam Complex in Dar es Salaam recently. PHOTO; COURTESY OF AZAM FC

and Ismail Aziz Kada, and striker
Ayoub Lyanga.

In the attacking department,
Azam FC has Obrey Chirwa, Sh-
aban Chilunda, Iddi Selemani,
Andrew Simchimba, Mbaraka

side’s

Yusuph and Richard Djodi but
head coach Aristica Cioaba in-
sists he wants more competition
for places in attack.

In the league, the club scored
24 fewer goals than leaders Sim-

ba while Chirwa was the only
striker to have hit double digits.

There has been speculation
during the last couple of weeks
that Azam FC are looking to loan
out Chilunda but the club has

come out publicly to say he is go-
ing nowhere at the moment and
they are actually looking to add
another striker.

Amin said; “ Niyonzima is a
defensive midfielder, Kada is an
attacking midfielder. We have Ly-
anga who is a wide striker so we
are currently pursuing a centre
forward to complete our transfer
business.”

However, Amin refused point
blank to be drawn into revealing
the identity of the striker they
are chasing though he admitted
Kipre Tchetche is a club legend
who they would be willingly wel-
come anytime they are able to do
so.

The 32-year old Ivorian striker
currently plays for Kedah in Ma-
laysia Super League.

He joined Azam FC in 2011 and
spent five seasons in Tanzania
cementing his place as one of the
best imports in the Vodacom Pre-
mier League with 47 goals to his
name.

Azam are also believed to be in
the market for an attacking mid-
fielder following the imminent
exit of Salum Abubakary ‘Sure
Boy’ who is linked with a move to
rivals Yanga.

With only one year left on his
contract, Azam FC will only let
the midfielder leave on a perma-
nent deal and they are now wait-
ing to see if Yanga will come back
with an improved offer after re-
jecting the 20m/- offer tabled
earlier.

It is expected Yanga will make
another attempt in the coming
days as the midfielder has stated
his wish to pursue fresh chal-
lenge elsewhere.

A

cricketers have boosted their quest for
turning into one of serious contenders
for silverware in the 2020 Kazim
Nasser Memorial League (KNML)’s
Division B, comprehensively beating
Malabar Cricket Club (MCC) by 33 runs
in a duel, which took place in Dar es
Salaam last weekend.

It was one of several 2020 KNML
games, which took place a week before
the competition was brought to a halt
to give room for the 2020 Advanced
Players League (APL) which starts this
weekend.

Skipper Lakshmikanth Sukavasi
put his batting heroics to show as K&P
Constructions side went on to amass
162 runs for the loss of eight wickets in
30 overs once they had won the toss
and chose to bat first.

Sukavasi surpassed half century
mark and posted unbeaten 59 runs,
cracking five fours in his spell at the
crease.

He greatly helped to steady
the ship when opening batsmen,
Venkateswararao Katru and Naga
Gurijala, had been dismissed.

They started their innings
promisingly, in which Gurijala scored
21 runs which included two fours,
fellow opener Katru notched 15 runs
which included three boundaries.

They to some extent found it
difficult to amass runs once the
openers were sent back to pavilion by
MCC captain, Sreejesh Puthiyaveetil,
as the former experienced three quick
dismissals.

Shaik Abdul Shaheel helped K&P

Ak Tah

Malabar Cricket Club (MCC)

Constructions team pile more
runs, recording 18 runs, Sukur
Basha chipped in with 10 runs
which consisted of a four.

They were dealt yet another
blow when Raghunatha Chilla
experienced early exit prior to
having Gulam Yassin closing
out the innings with Sukavasi,
posting four runs not out.

Puthiyaveetil finished his
spell with the most impressive
figure in MCC, posting three
wickets and leaking 25 runs in
six overs.

The MCC medium pacer
Faraj Athumani recorded two

wickets and leaked 45 runs in
six overs.

The K&P Constructions team
went on to successfully defend
their score as they bowled MCC
out for 129 runs in 22.4 overs.

Zanub Ahmed, who had

opened MCC innngs with
Annarathodika, helped to
prevent what would have

turned into a woeful start by
the side in the chase, posting 16
runs.

Ahmed made up for his
fellow opener’s rather less
impressive spell at the crease,
cracking three boundaries to

ultimately post the figure.

After yet another early exit
of Shafii Mwarami, who was
trapped for leg before wicket
by K&P Constructions team’s
Yassin, Nandakishan Pottachira
steped up to signficantly push
the score.

He posted 26 runs, which
consisted of three fours, and
was ultimately MCC’s top run
getter in the fruitless chase.

Salaam Olilkkandy notched
23 runs which included two
fours, Athumani and James
Jeyson ended with 19 runs and
14 runs respectively.

Skipper Puthiyaveetil and
Ismail Kottal's early exites,
eventually, had MCC’s efforts
to mount a successful chase
ending in vain.

Yassin ended with the best
bowling figure for the eventual
winners, registering six wickets
and leaking 14 runs in 5.4 overs.

He had one maiden over in
the spell that had him post an
impressive economy rate of
247.

Skipper Sukavasi compound-
ed MCC’s woes, in which he
took three wickets and leaked
31 runs in five overs.




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20

