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uity Bank posts 13bn/-
pet profit in nine

German president
hails vast reforms,
shows concern on
colonial injustices

We have instructed our teams of experts to
conduct regular dialogues and seek advice in
various areas of cooperation, while initiating

other areas of cooperation

By Getrude Mbago

ISITING German President Frank-

\ / Walter  Steinmeier has hailed

reforms in trade and investment

in Tanzania alongside human rights and

democracy, expressing the wish to cooperate

with Tanzania by supporting its development
endeavours.

The German Head of State, who is in the
country for a three-day state visit, aired this
sentiment at a joint press conference with
President Samia Suluhu Hassan at the Ma-
gogoni State House in Dar es Salaam yester-
day.

Germany was committed to work with the
Tanzanian authorities to address various so-
cial and economic needs and encourage pri-
vate firms in Germany to initiate more invest-
ment projects, he said.

He expressed confidence in President Sa-

mia’s leadership, underlining that the coun-
try has taken vibrant measures helping to
improve business and investment condi-
tions, alongside human rights and democ-
racy.

“We have witnessed how the Tanzanian
government is committed to improving de-
mocracy, the rule of law, investments and
trade,” he said, stressing partnership to
maintain the friendship that has existed for
decades.

The two countries agreed to strengthen
ties in health, education, tourism, water
supply as well as trade and investment, plus
fighting impacts of climate change, he stated.

President Samia lauded the German
statesman for agreeing to an invitation to
visit Tanzania, reiterating the two leaders’
concord to explore widening social and eco-
nomic cooperation, strengthen cultural ties

TURN TO PAGE 2

President Samia Suluhu Hassan and visiting German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier head for a luncheon hosted in his honour at
State House in Dar es Salaam yesterday.
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Azam FC, Mashujaa FC
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Messi wins eighth Ballon
d'Or as Bonmati claims
women's award

Japan hands UNHCR 1.2bn/-
for budget gap, new refugees

By Getrude Mbago

JAPAN has handed $0.5m (1.2bn/-) to
the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) for the provision
of safe shelter, water, sanitation and hy-
giene plus essential items especially for
Congolese new arrivals in Kigoma Re-
gion refugee camps.

UNHCR country representative Mah-
oua Parums said at the presentation cer-
emony in Dar es Salaam yesterday that
with Japanese funding covering March to
December 2023, UNHCR has built 1,300

emergency family shelters and provided
for 12,000 new arrivals.

The items required include sleeping
mats, blankets, soap, kitchen sets, mos-
quito nets and buckets, while building 10
new water collection points, improving
the water supply network at reception,
transit centers and in the camps, she
stated.

Since the start of this year, over 14,000
asylum seekers from the Democratic Re-
public of Congo (DRC) have crossed the
border, she said, elaborating that UNHCR
needs $8m to adequately respond to the

DRC refugee outflows, urging more hu-
manitarian support as needs are rising.
As of 30 September the country was
hosting around 250,000 refugees mainly
from Burundi and DRC, while UNHCR
had received 32 per cent ($37.3m) of the
resources needed for this year, affecting
the smooth implementation of projects
including repatriation of refugees exiting
their current sanctuaries, she stated.
UNHCR is facing a huge funding gap of
$78.64m, over 60 percent of total needs
of $115.9m, with Japanese Ambassador

TURN TO PAGE 2

The commission
has no doubt that
recommendations
being prepared

by the conference
will contribute
significantly to
respective national
plans for observing
biodiversity

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Arusha

THE government has embarked on a

Vast mangrove project to
protect shoreline ecology

project to protect nearly 160,000 hec-
tares of mangroves along Tanzania’s
lengthy seashore.

Angellah Kairuki, the Natural Resourc-
es and Tourism minister, made this ob-
servation here yesterday during the 24th
session of the African Forestry and Wild-
life Commission meeting, alongside the
8th African Forestry and Wildlife Week.

In addition to the mangroves, the gov-
ernment is upgrading 23 forest reserves
to natural reserves while implementing
ambitious afforestation and reforesta-
tion activities on degraded areas, she
said.

With 25 plantation forest reserves, the
project involves managing 270 hectares

of tree kernel sources for sustainable
supply of tree seeds, she said, noting
that Tanzania was in synchrony with the
theme of the session, on the sustainable
management of Africa’s forests and wild-
life resources.

It also features subthemes of boosting
food security and resilience to climate
change for improved livelihoods, with
the minister asserting that Tanzania is
endowed with vast biodiversity for wild
animals, forests, fish stocks and marine
life.

Tanzania has set aside about 40 per-
cent of the country’s area, about 6.5
percent of its marine surface and 33.5

TURN TO PAGE 2

Parliament adopts
renewable energy
agency statute

By Henry Mwangonde, Dodoma

THE National Assembly has passed a reso-
lution to endorse the statute of International
Renewable Energy Agency-(IRENA), an in-
tergovernmental agency based in the United
Arab Emirates, with observer status in the
United Nations.

Dr Doto Biteko, the deputy prime minister
and Energy minister, tabled the statute in
the National Assembly yesterday, saying that
it will strengthen expertise, technology, re-
search and understanding on renewable en-
ergy issues among policy makers and other
stakeholders.

Adherence to the statute will help speed
up investments to facilitate the development
of renewable energy resources, he said, not-
ing that the statute will enable the country to
access key information on renewable energy,
while allowing Tanzanians to make such in-
vestments in other countries.

The statute will also strengthen availabil-
ity of investment capital, technical advisory
on the development of renewable energy
sources and access to affordable energy, vital

TURN TO PAGE 2
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German president
hails vast reformes,
shows concern on
colonial injustices

FROM PAGE 1
while addressing historical conten-
tions over colonial era relics.

Discussions will be held to set out
the return of the remains of resist-
ing chiefs killed when fighting Ger-
man troops in the 1880s and during
the Maji Maji war for their descend-
ants to see them.

President Samia hailed the con-
tribution of the Frankfurt Zoologi-
cal Society, a key stakeholder in
northern tourist zone conservation
efforts, as a key contributor to con-
serving tourist attractions.

“We have instructed our teams
of experts to conduct regular dia-
logues and seek advice in various
areas of cooperation, while initiat-
ing other areas of cooperation,”
she said, hinting that Tanzania was
ready to host negotiations on the
dialogue on development coopera-
tion slated for next year.

German companies have initi-
ated a total of 178 projects billed to
take up $408.11m in total, registered
with the Tanzania Investment Cen-
tre (TIC), adding significantly to em-
ployment opportunities, she said.

“Tanzania and Germany have
been collaborating on various
strategic matters in trade and in-
vestment, water, health, gender
equality, women’s empowerment,
biodiversity conservation, finance
management, tourism, heritage and
culture,” the president affirmed.

Economic ties binding Tanzania
and Germany are substantial, with
bilateral trade standing at around
euros 300m, with Germany being
among the leading countries plac-
ing investments in Tanzania, she
stated.

President Steinmeier is expected
to visit the Maji Maji War Museum
in Songea, Ruvuma Region, after
the visiting statesman expressed
the need to acknowledge and ad-
dress past injustices, as “a key facet
of reconciliation and a stepping
stone towards a shared future.”

Tanzania and
Germany have been
collaborating on
various strategic
matters in trade and
investment, water,
health, gender
equality, women's
empowerment,
biodiversity
conservation,
finance
management,
tourism, heritage
and culture

Vast mangrove project to
protect shoreline ecology

FROM PAGE 1

percent of land for biodiversity con-
servation, making the country excel
globally in biodiversity pursuits, she
affirmed.

The country is among 36 world
renowned Dbiodiversity hotspots
with more than a third of total plant
species on the continent and about
20 percent of large mammals, in-
cluding the ‘big five,” she stated,
referring to elephant, rhino, lion,
leopard and buffalo.

Prof Dos Santos Silayo, the chair-
man of the 23rd session of the Af-
rican Forestry and Wildlife Com-
mission (AFWC), meanwhile said

the biodiversity wealth contributes
significantly to the sociocultural,
economic and ecological uses in-
cluding people’s livelihoods

The commission has no doubt
that recommendations being pre-
pared by the conference will con-
tribute significantly to respective
national plans for observing biodi-
versity, he said.

Prof Silayo, the Tanzania Forestry
Services Agency (TFS) CEO, said the
Arusha meeting lays the ground-
work for the 27th session of the
Committee on Forestry (COFO) and
contributes to the 33rd session of
FAO regional conference for Africa
set for next April in Morocco.

MPs adopt renewable
energy agency statute

FROM PAGE 1

to economic development and pov-
erty alleviation, he stated.

Other benefits include control-
ling the use of environmentally un-
friendly sources of energy, thus mit-
igating the pace of climate change
and promoting the use of environ-
mentally friendly energy sources in
line with global needs, he said.

Membership with IRENA will pro-
mote adoption and sustainable use
of all forms of renewable energy on
the basis of domestic priorities de-
rived from a combined approach of
renewable energy and energy effi-
ciency measures, he said.

The committee
advises the
government to
work with various
stakeholders

in the private
sector to attract
renewable energy
investments

Adopting the statute will also fa-
cilitate increased contribution of
renewable energy to environmental
conservation by limiting pressure
on natural resources, he said, point-
ing at reducing deforestation of
tropical species, desertification and
biodiversity loss.

This will help in climate protec-
tion, economic growth and social
cohesion via poverty alleviation
and sustainable development, secu-
rity of energy supply access, plus re-
gional development and enhancing
inter-generational  responsibility,
the minister declared.

Kilumbe Nge'nda (Kigoma Ur-
ban), chairman of the standing com-
mittee on Energy and Minerals, said
endorsing the statute should not
bar the country from using energy
sources such as coal, gas and heavy
petroleum gas.

He said the ministry should work
with higher learning institutions
like the Mbeya University of Science
and Technology to train more tech-
nicians in renewable energy.

“The committee advises the
government to work with various
stakeholders in the private sector
to attract renewable energy invest-
ments,” he added.
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Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi presents a certificate to NMB Bank’s Zanzibar cluster manager, Naima Said Shaame, yesterday in appreciation
of the bank’s contribution to the growth of Zanzibar’s blue economy. It was at a conference on three years of success, opportunities and challenges of Dr

Mwinyi’s presidency.

Japan hands UNHCR 1.2bn/-
for budget gap, new refugees

FROM PAGE 1

Misawa Yasushi saying at the event
that over the past eight years, Japan
has provided more than $11m in ref-
ugee assistance.

The world is facing a number
of humanitarian crises, includ-
ing Sudan, Ukraine and Palestine,
dramatically expanding the need
for humanitarian assistance, he
stated.

Given the scale of the overall
crisis, Japanese assistance is lim-
ited, but as a responsible member
of the international community, it
has to provide steady assistance
to the extent possible, he asserted.

Emergency grant aid provided
back in May was also based on

these considerations, he said, ex-
pressing the hope that various
other countries will follow suit.
Japan regards humanitarian
assistance to refugees as a vital
pillar of its international contri-
bution through international or-
ganisations, he said, noting that
Japan seeks to mitigate the bur-
den of Tanzania as a host country.
The UNHCR representative said
that Tanzania started receiving
refugees’ years before independ-

ence and has remained peaceful,
a hub to thousands of refugees
from nearby states.

She thanked the people of Japan
for their valuable and timely con-
tribution to the DRC emergency
that is enabling UNHCR to provide
physical protection and essential
items for Congolese new arrivals
to have dignified lives in displace-
ment.

She expressed UNHCR and in-
ternational community appre-

ciation for Tanzania’s provision
of safe harbour for decades of
populations forced to flee their
countries, appealing to public and
private donors to boost support
for refugees to get essential needs.

In emergencies, access to shel-
ter, water, sanitation facilities, and
essential items for hygiene pro-
motion is paramount to reducing
mortality and morbidity and en-
hancing refugees’ protection, dig-
nity and quality of life, she added.
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Medical specialists pictured at Muhimbili National Hospital-Mloganzila in suburban Dar es Salaam yesterday performing weight-reduction surgery on one
of four people who were after the services.

Somali President tasks ex-governor
to lead anti-Al-Shabaab operations

MOGADISHU

The President of Somalia, Hassan
Sheikh, has appointed Ali Jeyte Os-
man as the president’s office for the
coordination of community fighters
[Ma'wisley].

The appointment was announced
in a brief statement broadcasted by
the state media. This coincides with
the government’s plans to launch
the second phase of the anti-Al-
Shabaab offensive.

Ali Jeyte, a self-appointed Hiiraan
State president remained silent on
the appointment of the new posi-
tion, which if he accepts will remove
the existence of his administration
based in Beledweyne city, 350 kilo-
meters north of Mogadishu.

Jeyte shined in the first phase of

the war as he mobilised the public
uprising against Al-Shabaab, which
cleared the militants from many
areas in the eastern parts of the Hi-
iraan region last year.

The president of Hirshabelle, Ali
Gudaale Hussein, removed the gov-
ernor from power this year which
led him to announce in Baledweyne
the formation of Hiraan state.

The Somali president met Jeyte
recently in Mahas town in the Hi-
iraan region, where they reached an
agreement on participation in the
war which enters a final stage this

year.

As part of the agreement, Osman
will receive support for the war ef-
fort directly from the federal gov-
ernment, enhancing coordination
and efficiency in the ongoing battle
against the Al-Shabaab.

Although the deal did not address
the future of the Hiiraan State and
local grievances with the federal
government, it was decided that
these issues would be discussed in
more detail at an undisclosed future
date.

Meanwhile, the Chief of the

Somali National Army, Ibrahim
Sheikh Muhuddin visited the troops
trained in Eritrea, who are stationed
at the Air Force base in the capital.

In his speech, Major General Ibra-
him instructed the fresh soldiers to
prepare for the deployment of the
frontlines and participate in the
fight against Al-Shabaab militants.

The commander of the armed
forces said that now is the best time
for the army to liberate the whole
country from Al-Shabaab as the US
military is involved in the opera-
tions. AGENCIES
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Japan’s Ambassador to Tanzania, Yasushi Misawa (R) presents blankets to UNHCR Country Representative Mahoua Parums in Dar es
Salaam yesterday. The blankets formed part of a consignment of non-food items worth US$500,000 donated by the government of

Japan to refugee camps in Tanzania.

Parliament ratifies treaty
for establishment of AMA

By Henry Mwangonde, Dodoma

PARLIAMENT has ratified the Treaty for
the establishment of the African Medicines
Agency (AMA), which seeks to assure
government’s commitment to guarantee
quality-assured, safe and efficacious medical
products that are fundamental to the health
and safety of consumers.

The regional agency aspires to provide
support for the improvement of weak
regulatory systems and build on the
efforts of the African Medicines Regulatory
Harmonization (AMRH) initiative (2009),
which is led by the Africa Union Development
Agency - the New Partnership for Africa’s
Development (AUDA-NEPAD).

The endorsement of the treaty follows the
government’s decision to sign the Treaty
that was adopted by Heads of States and
government during their 32nd Ordinary
Session of the African Union (AU) General
Assembly on 11 February 2019 in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia.

The AMRH initiative provides guidance
to AU recognized Regional Economic
Communities (RECs) and Regional
Health Organisations (RHOs), to facilitate
harmonization of regulatory requirements
and practice among the national medicines
authorities (NMRAs) of the AU Member
States.

Tanzania became the 22nd AU member
state to sign the Treaty on August 10, 2021, at
the AU Commission in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Presenting the treat in the National
Assembly, Health Ummy minister Mwalimu
said implementation of the AMA would
help the country to promote cooperation,
partnership and recognition of regulatory
decisions, as well as providing regulatory
guidance, scientific opinions and a common
framework for regulatory actions on medical
products.

The African Union Commission has
continuously been encouraging all its
member states to sign and ratify the Treaty
for the establishment of the agency.

According to the minister, as of July 2023,
about 30 countries had signed the Treaty for
the establishment of AMA out of which only
23 of them had ratified it. They include the
neighbouring Uganda and Rwanda.

The minister said that by ratifying the
Treaty, the Tanzania Medicines and Medical
Devices Authority (TMDA) will receive yet
another boost in control of public health,
safety and security.

“Despite the success that TMDA has
recorded, still, there are several challenges in
the control of medical equipment. Others are
lack of enough experts, presence of unofficial
loopholes especially at border posts and
ports that are used to infiltrate substandard
products,” she said.

The minister said that with the ratification
of the Treaty, the country would strengthen
systems for control of counterfeit products as
well as help in seizing products smuggled in
the country illegally.

By Getrude Mbago

TMA: Heavy

THE Tanzania Meteorological

rain imminent in 15 regions

LOSS OF ACADEMIC

Authority (TMA) has said residents
of 15 regions in the country should
get prepared to receive heavy
rains in the coming few weeks.
According to the TMA’s climate
outlook for the months of
November 2023 to April 2024, the
rains will be mainly above normal
over most areas in the country.
Addressing journalists in Dar
es Salaam yesterday, TMA acting
director general Dr Ladislaus
Changa said the coming rains,
also known as seasonal rains were
likely to be enhanced by EI-Nifio

conditions.
DrChang’asaid thatthe expected
impacts of the changes in climate
during this period will include
the emergence of sufficient soil
moisture levels which favour
cropping in regions like Kigoma,
Rukwa, Katavi, Tabora, Singida,
Dodoma, Rukwa, Songwe, Mbeya,
Iringa, Njombe, Lindi, Mtwara,
Ruvuma and southern Morogoro.
He said rains are expected to
start during the fourth week of
October, 2023 over the western
areas and spread in other areas

during the month of November,
2023 where the first half of the
season (November, 2023- January,
2024) is expected to be wetter
than the second half (February-
April, 2024).

Seasonal rains are specific for
the western, central, southwestern
highlands,  southern  region,
southern coast and southern
parts of Morogoro Region. These
regions experience a unimodal
rainfall regime, which starts in
November and ends between
April and May of the following

year.

He however said that areas of
Kigoma, northern part of Katavi,
and Tabora regions are expected
to feature mainly normal to above
normal rains.

He called for extra precautions
to be taken in activities related to
various weather-sensitive sectors
such as agriculture and food
security, livestock and wildlife,
natural resources and tourism,
transport and communications,
energy and water, among others.

“Periods of heavy rains may

lead to water accumulation and
flooding leading to destruction
of infrastructure and loss of
lives, authorities have to take
precautions over this,” he said.

Dr Changa said relevant
authorities concerned  with
public health and individuals
are advised to take appropriate
health measures such as water
purification, prevention and
destruction of mosquito breeding
zones, and others so as to
minimize the expected negative
impacts on health.

CERTIFICATE

REBECCA LEONARD MWENGWA, is announces the
loss of the University Certificate with registration
number D210008 issued by Tumaini University Dar
es Salaam College in the year 2017, anyone who
sees it should report to the Police Station. Police
Report PHQ/MBE/MBE/5094/2023.

law.

Kamal

KAMAL GASES LIMITED

PUBLIC NOTICE

We Kamal gases Limited the number one manufacturer of industrial gases with quality certified
by Tanzania Standards Body TBS.

We have discovered the existence of gas producers using cylinders with the KGL log against the

We notify producers, consumers of industrial gases and the public in general that it is against
the law to fill, sell and distribute gas packed in cylinders with the kamal logo which is not
manufactured by kamal gases limited.

Therefore, you are good news that; kamal gases limited are in the intensive exercise to monitor
and catch all the persons who produce industrial gases and filling in cylinders with the logo or
mark of kamal gases limited against procedure.

Kamal Gases Limited will take legal action including civil and criminal cases against anyone who
wants to use gas cylinders with the Kamal Gases Limited logo to fill gas processed by themselves
or processed by producers other than kamal gases limited

We call on our customers to continue using kamal gases limited's gas service through the
stations approved and recognized by Kamal Gases Limited or come to the factory Changombe
industrial area plot no. 188/2 for more information call +255 765 169 444

issued by

executive director
kamal gases limited
Dar es Salaam

217690701

TradeMark Africa (TMA), formerly TradeMark East Africa, is a leading African
Aid-for-Trade organisation that was established in 2010, with the aim to grow
intra-African trade and increase Africa’s share in global trade, while helping make trade
more pro-poor and more environmentally sustainable. TMA operates on a
not-for-profit basis and is funded by: Belgium, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation,
Canada, Denmark, the European Union, Finland, France, Ireland, the MasterCard
Foundation, the Netherlands, Norway, the United Kingdom, and the United States of
America. TMA works closely with regional and continental inter-governmental
organisations, national Governments, the private sector, and civil society. The East
African Community (EAC) with support from TMA wishes to invite interested qualified
and reputable consultants to participate in the following tender:

« Consultancy Services of a Customs Information Systems Expert [ Tender Number:

PR020230309]

« Consultancy for Technical Assistance for Programme Management Support to the
East African Community Secretariat to Implement the East African Payment
Settlement System Project [ Tender Number: PRQ20230375]

Tender documents can be obtained at https://www.trademarkafrica.com/procurement/
. All queries quoting the above Tender Title and Number should be emailed to
procurement@trademarkafrica.com. The closing date for the submissionsis on or before

\ \ L //

\JUMUYAYAAFRIKA MASHARIKI / /

23 November 2023 (4.00 p.m. Kenya Time).

Interested and qualified firms/consortiums MUST submit proposals via the emails
indicated in the respective tender documents. The maximum size of each email with

attachments should not exceed 5 MB.

TMA cannot answer any query relating to this tender 7 days or less prior to the submission deadline.
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By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

THE Zanzibar Fisheries Company Limited
(ZAFICO) has entered into a partnership
with US-based fishing company-Zanzi
Fresh Inc for the operation of deep-sea
fishing activities in the island.

Amiri  Haidar  Mshenga, ZAFICO
operation director unveiled yesterday
when addressing journalists about the
direction of implementation of the blue
economy plan through marine resources
launched by Zanzibar President Dr Hussein
Ali Mwinyi shortly after getting into office in
2020.

He said that the idea is to strengthen
the fishing sector in the Indian Ocean
archipelago.

He said the Zanzi Fresh Inc. has

getanzania@aceharity.org, tek + 256222600075 / PO. Box 8504 Dar ES Salami. Tanzania

L o o BS04 cega [ 4255227600075 da ge

Tanzania Office =38 w35

iai@qcharity.org

ZAFICO in new partnership to improve fishing sector in Z’bar

international experience in deep sea fishing
and will contribute to a large extent to
bring about the reform of modern fishing
and attract other investors from different
countries to invest in the sector.

“ZAFICO’s board of directors has
approved the privatisation plan for the
Zanzi Fresh inc contracts that have already
been approved after the government
approved the privatisation plan,” he said.

He said experts from ZAFICO and the
Zanzibar Maritime Transport Authority
(ZMA) expect to leave this month to inspect
the first Fishing Vessel MV CUTETA after the
completion of the inspection of the vessel’s
permit documents before the company is
registered in Zanzibar.

QATAR CHARITY
——
qcharity.org

Date:24/10/2023

Qatar Charity/ Tanzania announces Tender for

“The inspection will take place in Senegal, but
the companyitself comes from the United States
before being registered in Zanzibar and after
the inspection is completed it will be handed
over the flag of Zanzibar by ZMA and the aim of
the shipis to arrive in Zanzibar in December this
year,” Mshenga said.

He said that the ship is big and has a fish
processing factory on board and ZAFICO
will benefit from many things including the
experience and skills of the workers apart from
the jobs that will emerge after the company
officially starts work.

According to him, fish factory is expected
to be established in the ZAFICO building in
Malindi and permission to do major repairs of
the building has been submiitted to the old town
conservation authority before the action begins.

He said that the act of privatisation will help
ZAFICO employees to gain knowledge and
experience in deep sea fishing for international
companies that have long experience in deep
sea fishing activities.

“Until now, the ZAFICO company has two
fishing vessels, a big challenge for the workers
in terms of deep sea fishing. I remember we

once lost one trap worth 110 million shillings in
the sea, we could not find it, but the government
has bought new traps and the main reason is
knowledge and experience,” he said.

He also stated that the government has
decided to bring about major changes in the
fishing industry in collaboration with the
private sector and has already allocated 34
billion shillings to strengthen the infrastructure,
including building factories for the processing
of seafood and processing fish fillets.

He said that the government is already
building a modern seafood and fish fillet
processing plant in the Kama District of
Magharibi A Unguja, which will benefit
fishermen from the areas of the district which
will have 48 shops, banking services, affordable
houses for entrepreneurs and construction has
reached a major stage.

He said another seafood processing plant
is expected to be built in Fungu Refu, North
Unguja Region, along with a fish processing
plant that will be built in collaboration with the
government of the Union Republic of Tanzania
in the Mkokotoni area through the international
agricultural development project (IFAD).

L
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“In collaboration with the government of
Norway and Oman, the ZAFICO company
intends to establish fish farming in ponds in the
sea and on land and plans have already been
prepared to achieve the intended goals,” he said.

He said fish production has reached 61,794
tons worth 391.37 billion shillings per year.

Mwanakheri Muhammed Hilal, head of
the finance, investment and marketing in the
fisheries development department, said that
the existing seafood processing plant project
is expected to benefit 10,000 people including
fishermen, transporters, vendors and finishers,
a project that intends to spend 23 billion
shillings including building a fishermen in the
area as well as business services, auction market
and shops.

She said that the pilot station for drying
seafood has already started working in the
Kizimbani area where until now two types of
seafood have started to be dried including dried
and cooked using special plants that use gas to
dry as well as making other products derived
from marine resources.

John Ntwale, project manager said that the
project is being built by the Zanzibar Economic
Development Force (JKU) and there has been
no problem since its implementation began.
LT
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Constructing and furnishing 70 m2 Mosque.

Bids
submission
svstem

Tender
name

Tender
number

Requested
service

Primary

. Closing date
insurance

Letter of gth
bank (2%)/ November
or cheaue 2023

Two
envelopes

Construction/
Furnishing

Mosque
projects

0C/2023/6

About the tender:

It invites your respectful company specialized in this field to participate by submitting
their bid, according to the following conditions:

1- Compliance with the specifications and conditions mentioned in the tender
document.

2- The bid shall be submitted physically

3- The bid shall be for one model mosque only, but Qatar Charity is seeking to contract
for more than one, based on the evaluation and capacity of the applicant. Total
number to be constructed is 70 mosques.

4-Qatar charity is under no obligation to accept the lowest price or any offer.

5- The last date for submitting bids is before 12:00 on the date of 06 November 2023,
and any bid received after this time will not be considered.

This announcement is considered an integral part and complement to the terms and
documents of the tender.

In the event of any inquiries or comments, send an e-mail to qctanzania@qcharity.org
by 2" November sharp.
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INVITATION FOR TENDER

CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT FOR

FARMER BUSINESS ORGANIZATIONS AND
COOPERATIVES IN NJOMBE, IRINGA,
MBEYA, AND KATAVI REGIONS

Rikolto in East Africa secured funding from the EU under
AGRI-CONNECT Programme for a 4-year horticultural
programme in Tanzania, which aims to improve and increase
market competitiveness in the sector supplying both domestic
and international markets.

Rikolto requires Business Development Consultants to
undertake capacity Building, Mentorship, and Coaching to
farmer business organizations and cooperatives based on
weaknesses and Gaps identified through 2022/2023 scope
insight assessment results. The consultants are advised and
recommended to use more coaching, mentorship, and less
classroom training /sessions. The consultant is expected to
prepare work plans for the delivery of training sessions and the
subsequent coaching sessions based on the TOR and the
detailed capacity development plan.

For more information about the assignment, please visit our
website at the following link below.

Tender: Capacity Development for Farmer Business Organization
and Cooperatives In Njombe, Iringa, Mbeya and Katavi Regions |
Rikolto in East Africa

Qualified firms/candidates are invited to submit their
Technical and Financial proposal, Methodology/ approach,

and CVs via email at eastafrica.procurement@rikolto.org
by November 14, 2023.

@ WORLD BANKGROUP

OF USED VEHICLE TOYOTA LAND CRUISER GXR V8

Sealed bids are invited for purchase of the above vehicle. The vehicle are sold on “as is
where is” basis with World Bank absolving itself from any responsibilities whatsoever.

Viewing: The vehicle may be viewed from Monday 06" November to Thursday
November 2023 and from Monday 13 to 16™ November 2023 from 10:
to 14.00 hours at World Bank Offices (Parking Lot), at Plot 50 Miram
Street, Dar es Salaam.

Contact Person: Resource Management Officer

Closingdate: ~ November 17,2023 at 10:00 hours

Opening Bids:
the World Bank, Conference Room on 1 floor, plot 50 Mirambo Street.

bidders or their authorized representatives must attend.

Minimum Bid Price: For Vehicle is Tshs. 65,912,050.00

for comparison purpose, the offers in USS WILL BE CONVERTED

currency will be rejected.
The successful Bidder will be required to pay a non-refundable ca

payment of the remaining amount must be deposited in the World Ba
(IBRD)bank account within one week (five working days) from the date

automatically nullify the sale without notice.

Please Note: The vehicle is exempted from duty. Successful bidder will be required

pay all Government taxes before being allowed to take the vehicle.

The Bids should be addressed to the Country Director, World Bank, P.0. Box 2054 Dar
Salaam, and should be sealed and clearly marked vehicle tendering as follows:
Lot # 01. T208CD142 Toyota Land Cruiser.

gth
00
bo

217689501

All Bids will be opened in public on November 22,2023 at 11:30 hours in

All

Terms of payment: Currency: bids should be in either Tanzanian shillings or USD Dollar, but

to

Tanzania Shillings at the Bank of Tanzania exchange rate (selling)
applicable one day before the submission date. Bids in any other

sh

deposit on the spot which is 25% (twenty five percent) of the offer. Full

nk
of

submission of the bids. Failure to comply with this condition, will

to

es

The bids should be deposited in the Tender Box at the World Bank Reception area, 5™ Floor before

the deadline for submission."The World Bank Office reserves the right to reject any or all Bids.

lleje district commissioner Farida Mgomi (in pink attire) joins residents of Ishenta village in Ndola ward in a short run yesterday towards
the venue where she addressed them shortly later, chiefly in connection with the challenges they commonly face.

‘Government set to
complete review of
disabilities policy’

By Polycarp  Machira,
Lot# | Make Model Year Reg. Number Dodoma
] Toyota L/Cruiser S/Wagon IVD04 Diesel Engine |~ 2015 T208CD142 THE government is set
to complete review of

the National Policy, 2004
in this financial year and
subsequently review the
Persons with Disability
Act, 2010 in 2024/25, the
the National Assembly
heard yesterday.
Patrobas Katambi,
Deputy Minister of State
in the Prime Minister’s
Office (Labour, Youth,
Employment and People
with Disabilities), said the
plan is to review laws,
policies and regulations
governing persons with
disabilities to resolve
challenges facing them.
He noted that the
Persons with Disabilities
Act, No. 9 of 2010 clearly
stipulates the rights of
persons with disabilities,
adding that there are

some sections  that
deserve repealing.
Katambi made the

statement in response to
a question from Special
Seats MP, Stella Ikupa
(CCM), who had wanted
to know when the
envisioned reviews would
take place.

In a question asked on
her behalf by the Special
Seats MP, Mariam Kisangi
(CCM), the lawmaker also
wanted to know what
the government was
doing to ensure people
with disabilities are well
conversant with their
rights.”

“There are  many
people with disabilities
in the country who still
do not understand their

rights and even the
government’s efforts to
empower them” she said.

In response, the deputy
minister explained that
the government has
embarked review of the
policy and to complete it
before review of the act.

“ Policy comes before
the law and it is in that
spirit that the government
is doing everything to
review the  National
Policy on Disabilities this
year and complete the
review of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2010 in
2024/25”, said Katambi.

On the awareness of
their rights, he noted that
the government has been
working with different
stakeholders to educate
people with disabilities
on how they can be
empowered.

He said following the
review ondistrict council’s
loans to women, youth
and the disabled, people
with  disabilities  can
now access the financial
support individually
unlike in the past where
the money was disbursed
to them in groups.

The deputy minister
added that an individual
person with disability
can now access up to50,
000m/-, terming it one of
the great reforms by the
government to support
them.

On the other hand,

he said, President
Samia Suluhu Hassan
has directed relevant

authorities to do what
needs to be done to help
solve challenges facing
persons with disabilities
across the country.
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Muheza township executive officer Johari Mtango (L) pictured yesterday touring Kwamtiga suburb for a first-

hand account of the damage caused by heavy rains.
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Govt to employ more
biomedical engineers

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE government is working out
to fill in the gaps of more than 9,000
biomedical devices and appliances
for engineers and technicians to
cope with the increasing medical
equipment in various public
hospitals in the country.

Currently, the country has 350
medical engineers and technicians
as the government has been
working around the clock to
improve health service delivery
by ensuring the hospitals have the
needed medical equipment.

The sentiments were issued here
yesterday by Head of the Biomedical
Services and technicians, Eng.
Suniva Haule during the training of
the biomedical devices engineers
and technicians funded by the
Kotra Foundation for International
Healthcare (KOFIH)

He said the government in
collaborationwith KOFIHarestaging
the training aimed at equipping the
engineers with technical know-how
and management of the devices as
the government is injecting a lot
of money for their purchase for

improved health services.

Eng. Haule said there has been an
increasing number of the medical
devices and appliances in district,
regional, zonal and specialized
hospitals, thus, the need to have
engineers and technicians with
the need to manage them so that
they last long is of paramount
importance.

He said the government ensures
that every council has at least one
specialist and will keep on setting
aside a budget for employment of
the cadres.

Last year, Eng. Haule said,
the government employed 147
biomedical devices specialists and
this year, 100 have been employed.

Prof Tk Keun Kim from Muhimbili
National  Hospital, = Mloganzila
Campus said the changing
technological patterns in the health
sector has given the operations a
new look, calling upon the trainees
to be instruments for change in
their services delivery in their
respective hospital.

Gloria Kim, country office
coordinator KOFIH said biomedical
engineering plays a vital role in

quality service delivery from
diagnosis to treatment.

She said KOFIH has initiated the
training since 2015 to strengthen
the capacity of local engineers and
has trained 216 trainees, adding that
this year’s training it willadd up toa
total of 249 trainees.

KOFIH has financially supported
CEOMETS training since 2015 and
a total of 790,000 US dollars have
been invested, this year being the
highest whereas approximately
150,000 dollars will be spent for the
mission.

She said KOFIH strongly believes
that biomedical engineers play a
pivotal role in strengthening the
national health system, primary
health care and ultimately in
achieving universal health
coverage.

“There is an urgent need for
national strategic plans, guidelines
and workforce plans that reflect
biomedical engineers for more
efficiency in health delivery
systems,” said Gloria , adding “We
visibility of biomedical engineers
to strengthen the Tanzania health
system.”

US, Tanzania mark 1st-year success
of USAID’s Feed the Future Project

By Guardian Reporter
THE United States Agency
for International Development

(USAID) yesterday celebrated the
first-year achievements of the
USAID Feed the Future Tanzania
Kilimo Tija (Productive Agriculture)
project in Ugwachanya village,
Iringa District.

Attended by Kilolo District
Commissioner, Peres  Magiri,
USAID and Tanzanian officials,
private sector representatives,
and local farmers, the event
showcased the project’s success
in involving young people in
profitable horticulture farming
and the significance of sharing
best practices and technology with
communities through partnerships
with government, private sector,
and local authorities.

During the first year, the project

awarded 100 in-kind grants
totaling 727m/-, including 178m/- to
22 recipients in the Iringa region.
These grants provided items such
as drip irrigation kits, water pumps,
and harvesting crates to support
horticulture microenterprises and
smallholder farming practices.
As a result, youth-led groups
including the Agrarian Youth
Group in Ugwachanya village
have successfully adopted best
farming practices, which have
benefited both their group and the
surrounding communities.
“Without the support from
the private sector, farming
communities, and the government
of Tanzania, this USAID project
would not succeed,” said USAID
Feed the Future Coordinator Dr Tor
Edwards. “Our partnership aims to
support 2,500 Tanzanian micro,
small, and medium enterprises

(MSMEs) to invest over $20 million
and generate 7,400 jobs, primarily
for youth.”

The goal of the USAID Feed the
Future Kilimo Tija project is to
transform Tanzania’s horticulture
sector into a regional powerhouse,
creating economic opportunities
and jobs for youth. Over its five-
year period of performance (2022-
2027), the $38 million Kilimo
Tija project will target regions in
Tanzania’s Southern Agricultural
Growth Corridor, along with
Zanzibar’s Unguja and Pemba
islands. Its primary goal is to
increase economic opportunities
in horticulture market systems,
with a special focus on youth, by
working with public and private
sector associations, youth-led and
women-focused institutions, and
national and local government
authorities.

Milestone for MNH with
weight-loss surgery done

By Correspondent Christina Mwakangale

MUHIMBILI National Hospital
(MNH)-Mloganzila branch has
managed to do weight-loss surgery
to four women whose weight were
at between 107kgs and 142 kgs.

The surgery, which took between
30 minutes and an hour and
a half each, was performed by
the hospital's expert surgeons
in collaboration with Dr Mohit
Bhandari of the Indian-based
Medincredi Institute.

Addressing journalists in Dar es
Salaam yesterday, MNH executive
director Prof Mohamed Janabi
described the surgery as the first
ever to be done in Tanzania,
saying that the four women were
overweight at the third stage.

“Their age is between 36 and

40 when we operated on them,
you will see that they are still
young. Weight is not a disease, but
a symptom of a disease, if you see
that you are overweight like this,
you have something causing it,”
Prof Janabi said.

On the surgery results, the
specialist said: “The weight of
those who received this service will
gradually decrease between 20 to
30 percent over a period of 12 to 24
months.”

He insisted on need for them
to attend clinic, stopping eating
sugary things, exercising, reducing
carbohydrates, and taking time to
rest.

According to him, being
overweight may lead to non-
communicable related diseases
such as diabetes, heart diseases

and stroke, and it may also lead to
infertility and to men it may cause
erectile dysfunction.

In Tanzania, the surgery of this
nature may cost around 15m/- per
person, but outside the country
may cost around 50m/- and 70m/-.

“What 1 emphasise is to stop
eating frequently, if you eat in the
morning, wait until noon and then
eat in the evening from two to one
in the night. Don’t eat because
it's time to eat, eat when you're
hungry.”

Regarding the balloon placement
service established at the hospital
in December last year, the surgical
champion from the hospital, Dr
Eric Muhumba, said 150 people
have been given the service of
placing a balloon in the stomach to
control excessive weight.

TEMBO
NICKEL

Re - Advertisement

TEMBO NICKEL CORPORATION LIMITED: KABANGA NICKEL PROJECT

Tanzania.

Requests the submission of Expressions of Interest from qualifying
parties wanting to participate in the below work package.

Tembo Nickel Corporation Limited ("Tembo Nickel")is an operating company formed via the Framework Agreement
(19 January 2021) between Kabanga Nickel Limited ("Kabanga Nickel") and the Government of Tanzania ("GoT") for
development of the Kabanga nickel deposits in Ngara District, Kagera Region, Tanzania (‘Kabanga Nickel Project”).
Under the Framework Agreement terms, Tembo (owned 84% by Kabanga Nickel and 16% by GoT) has been formally
established for the mining, processing, and refining of battery-grade nickel with cobalt and copper co-products.

Kabanga is among the world's largest high-grade underdeveloped nickel sulphide deposits, with exploration upside
on existing licenses. Once in operation, the Kabanga Nickel project will produce battery-grade nickel, cobalt, and
copper refined metals in Tanzania. The mine-to-metal operation will use Hydromet Technology that is significantly
more cost efficient than smelting. The Hydromet Technology will reduce the carbon footprint, minimise
environmental impact, lower capital, and production costs, and contribute significantly to the economic growth of

Tembo Nickel, therefore, invites "Expressions of Interest (EOI)" from reputable, experienced, and certified
companies interested in pre-qualifying for inclusion in a tender process for the provision of the following

and services.

oo

a. Supply and install Contractor site establishment, facilities,

b. Supply and install concrete batch plant, sand washing plant
and crushing and screening plant.
Install site perimeter fencing (5.5km)

Services.
No. Reference no. Description of work/goods to be procured Pre-Qualification Criteria
1 TEMB0-2023- Box-cut Earthworks & Civils: excavation and ground support i Must have a CRB registration of Class 2 or higher in Civil and active in
08-20 installation; payment of the board fees.

i Must be compliant with the Local Content Legislation and have an
approved Local Content Plan.

i List and attach all earthmoving and concrete equipment including but
not limited to dozers, excavators, haul trucks, graders, concrete mixers,
concrete batch plants, shotcrete spray machines and mobile aggregate

. Carry out quarry operations at site to procure waste rock
construction materials.

. Construct waste rock dump base including pollution control
ponds and liners.

. Construct haul roads (+-2km), including cut and fill works (+-50

000m’® cut & fill), and layer works.

Install groundwater dewatering measures

. Excavate box-cuts (+- 200 000 m®)(drill and blast may be
required).

. Install surface stormwater control measures.

. Mechanically install ground support at portal locations in box-

cuts (automatic shotcrete spray, steel mesh, rock bolts, soil

nails and cable bolts).

@
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crushing and screening plants.

iv Demonstrate experience completing projects on mines, completing
earthworks, quarrying (including drill and blast) concrete and
mechanical ground support installation contracts in the recent 5 years.
Provide detail of all contracts completed in the last 5 years including
value, duration, references, and associated contact details.

v Provide details of current contracts in the execution phase.

vi Provide Typical Quality Control Plans for earthworks and ground
support.

vii Provide Safety Statistics for the last 5 years.

viiiConfirm that key personnel required will be available from T of
March 2024. (Personnel and Labor Histogram)

ix Provide CV's of key personnel.

x Confirm that plant and equipment required will be available from T** of
March 2024. (Plant and equipment histogram).

doc

umentation:

The above Services are intended to be awarded through a competitive tendering process in which a restricted
number of suitable qualified and experienced contractors shall be invited to receive the tender documents. If your
company would like to be considered for pre-qualification to receive the invitation to tender, please submit an
“Expression of Interest” on your company’s letterhead together with the following additional information and/or

« Comprehensive company profile
« Company registration documents i.e., Certificate of Incorporation, Business License, TIN, VRN, Tax Clearance
Certificate, etc.
Applicable certification, accreditation, and affiliated registration

Years of service and experience (CV's) of key personnel to be assigned to project
Required personnel and availability to perform the specific work

Required equipment and availability to perform the specific work

Typical Quality Control Plans (QCP's)
Safety statistics

Indicate the above reference number and description of your Expression of Interest (EQI) submission.

EOI's from Companies that can provide ALL services detailed in the Scope of Work above will be considered.

Kindly send your response by email to tenders@kabanganickel.com , The closing date for this re-advertisement is
close of business 22" of November 2023. Any responses received after this date shall not be considered. Please
quote the reference number in the subject line of your email. Submissions made in response to the original adver-
tisement need not be resubmitted.

Pre-qualification of any company submitting an “Expression of Interest” shall be at the sole discretion of Tembo

Nickel Corporation.

For and on behalf of TEMBO NICKEL CORPORATION: KABANGA NICKEL PROJECT
e ——
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Government sets aside
700m/- for purchase
of hospital’s medical
equipment, supplies

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE government has set aside
700m/- for the purchase of
medical equipment and supplies
for hospitals, health centres and
dispensaries in Njombe District
Council, it has been revealed.

The Deputy Minister of State in
the President’s Office (Regional
Administration and Local
Government), Festo  Dugange
announced this in the Nationalal
Assembly here yesterday, noting
that the amount was budgeted in
the 2023/24.

He was responding to a question
raised by the Lupembe MP, Edwin
Swalle (CCM), who had wanted to
know when the government would
provide the equipment to health
facilities in the district.

He also had wanted to know if
there plans to increase the number
of health workers in the district
council, arguing that the existing
number is not enough.

“In 2021/22 and 2022/23, the
government has allocated 72 health
workers to Njombe district in effort
toreduce the shortage and improve
provision of health services to the
people” said the deputy minster.

He emphasized the government’s
commitment to ensuring that it
sets aside budget every year for the
purchase of medical devices and
drugs for improving health services
delivery.

The deputy minister said the
intention is to ensure that all
dispensaries and health centres
in the country have the needed
medical appliances and drugs, so
that the public get quality health
services.

He said the government will beef
up budget for medical appliances
and drugs as times goes on
with availability of the financial
resources as they want to ensure
all dispensaries and health facilities
have the needed drugs and medical

equipment.
However, he said the
government has directed the

regional administration and local
government authority to enforce
local revenue collection part of
which to be channeled to the
medical services.

Meanwhile, the deputy minister
also told the parliament that the
government was working to ensure
all leadership and professional
posts at the district councils
are filled by the relevant and

professional staff.
He said it is true that some
departments are headed by

people with less than the required
qualifications, noting that soon all
the positions will get rightful staff.

He was responding to a
supplementary question raised by
the Special Seats MP, Halima Mdee
(CHADEMA), who had wanted
to know when the government
would fill 747 positions in some 106
district councils that are led by less
qualified staff.

Mdee cited the 2021/22
Controller and Auditor General
(CAG)’s report that revealed that
several departments in the councils
were under people with fewer
qualifications.

In response the deputy minister
said, “ The government has started
vetting to get the right people with
the required qualifications to fill
the positions”.

NIT wins award for its
input in aviation sector

By Guardian Reporter

THE National Institute of
Transport  (NIT) has  been
recognized and given a prestigious
award from Tanzania Civil Aviation
Authority (TCAA) after the institute
brings tremendous value to the
aviation industry.

The award was presented by
Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa to
NIT’s Rector Prof Zacharia Mganilwa
on Monday in Dar es Salaam during
the TCAA's 20th anniversary.

Prof Mganilwa said that the award
demonstrates NIT’s commitment
to continue offering aviation
courses as well as ensuring that
many Tanzanian youth are getting
opportunities to succeed in the air
and space industry.

“TCAA has recognized National
Institute of Transport for its
contributions, excellence, and
involvement in aviation industry.
NIT strives to continue meeting the
highest standards in all we do,” he
said.

He noted: “The award handed
over to NIT is a sign and the
beginning of the Institute’s efforts
to continue providing excellent
aviation training.”

“We would like to express our
sincere thanks to the government
through the Ministry of Transport
and TCAA to continue supporting
our Institute,” he said.

He pointed out that due to the
NIT meeting TCAA requirements,
for the first time it has approved
three aviation training programmes
that are currently offered at their
Institute.

He underscored that the three
aviation courses are providing
the nurture competent personnel
for establishing, managing and
operating safe air transportation
systems.

He named the three programmes
that have been approved by TCAA
to NIT are as aircraft maintenance
engineering (airframe and
powerplant), flight operations
officer course as well as cabin crew
for the first time in the country’s
history of the Institute.

“Apart from that we are in last

touches of obtaining certification
for pilot courses and very soon, we
will be among the best institutions
in Africa that are offering aviation
courses,” he said.

Prof Mganilwa said TCAA
has tirelessly supported them
throughout the process of seeking
pilot course certification. “We
are pledging to the TCAA and the
government that NIT will continue
producing excellent graduates to
fill the gap of aviation experts in the
country.”

He insisted: “The Institute’s plan
is to eliminate the existing gap of
foreign aviation engineers who
are more than 60 percent. The
Institute wants to see indigenous
aircraft maintenance engineers are
graduated in a large number.”

“National Institute of Transport
as a major stakeholder in the
aviation industry, we are pledging
to continue producing quality and
qualified training personnel that
can meet the needs of the aviation
industry.”

He noted: “The aviation industry
is struggling with the shortage
of manpower; therefore, it is
our responsibility as a transport
institute to ensure that we produce
enough graduates to solve this
problem and satisfy the industry
with sufficient human resources.”

However, the National Institute
of Transport has already trained
over a hundred aircraft engineers
since it began offering aircraft
maintenance engineering courses
in 2015 so as to satisfy the aviation
industry that has a shortage of such
professionals.

The transport institute has
pledged to produce sufficient
human resources aimed at meeting
the higher demand of aircraft
personnel that are needed in the air
transport sector now growing at an
average of 12 per cent per annum.

Subira Mwakyoma, a former
NIT student said: “I'm happy to see
the National Institute of Transport
received such an excellence award
from TCAA, it is a clear sign that
our Institute has international
standards that are required by the
regulators.”
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Madina and Umrah Orphanage of Vikawe in Coast Region on Monday.
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Dar es Salaam'’s Lions Club of Pwani president, Lion Naeeem (2nd-R), presents foodstuffs, medical supplies and other items to representatives of Al

Industrialists urged to liaise with researchers on economic activities

By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

INDUSTRIALISTS and the
business community have been
urged to provide the necessary
cooperation to officials who will
be involved in various researches
on economic activities that will be
conducted before the end of this
year.

Dr Hashil Abdallah, Permanent
Secretary, Ministry of Industry
and Trade made the call over the
weekend in Dar es Salaam at the
opening of the training of managers
and researchers for the study of
economic and social activities
before the end of this year.

Dr Abdalah urged them not shy
away from information as it is for
statistical use for the benefit of

Tanzanians in general.

“All owners of economic and
social ~activities, including all
industry owners in the country,
give the necessary cooperation
in achieving the economic and
social research of 2023 in mainland
Tanzania,” he said.

He also asked the 527 participants,
including 27 managers and 500
researchers from mainland
Tanzania to be patient, respectful
and polite so that they can
cooperate in collecting accurate
and quality data.

He asked the officers who will
be involved in the research to
consider the training given to them
to cooperate because the work they
are doing is one and for the benefit
of Tanzanians.

Also, Dr Abdallah asked the
participants to ensure that they
collect information that meets
the intended goals that will be
perfect to enable the government
to formulate policies, plans, and
monitor the implementation of
various development programs.

He said that the study of these
statistics is expected to help in the
implementation of the objectives
of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) and measure the
dispersion of economic activities in
the country along with the National
Development Vision of 2025 as well
as the Third Development Plan
of Five Years (FYDP III) 2021/22 -
2025/26

“We know that many of the
products we use, including food,

are processed in factories, so
production must be decent and
sustainable. The country cannot
achieve this goal by 2030 if we do
not have the correct data that you
are going to collect,” he said.

Dr Abdallah also advised the
National Statistics Office (NBS)
that the provision of quality data
is an important challenge in the
successful implementation of the
study by using a strategic plan to
improve the provision of accurate
data in the country in order to build
an industrial economy.

He said the research will help
increase the value of products
and services in the three areas of
production of industrial goods,
agriculture, mining and other
mining and service industries.
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Rogatus Mativila (kneeling), Deputy Permanent Secretary in the President’s Office (Regional Administration and Local Governments - Infrastructure),
i9n15pects o?e of the cubicles at Dar es Salaam’s mixed-goods Kariakoo market. The complex was gutted by fire, with its rehabilitation now standing at
per cent.

Parliamentary standing happy with WCF’s major investments

By Guardian Reporter

THE Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Social Welfare
and Development has expressed
satisfaction ~with the major
investments made by the Workers
Compensation Fund (WCF) to offer
better services.

The Committee vice chairperson,
Riziki Lulida made the remarks over
the weekend in Dar es Salaam when
the committee visited WCF offices.

The lawmakers were briefed
about the implementation of the
Fund’s activities from the executives
of the Fund, before listening to
testimonies.

“I congratulate WCF for the great
and good work you are doing,
We commend President Samia
Suluhu Hassan who has been at the
forefront of helping various groups
including women, youth and
people with disabilities and what
you are doing makes her proud,”

she said.

Katani Ahmed Katani, a
committee member, advised the
fund to focus more on providing
education to the public so that the
service can benefit more people.

“Because you are going well, it is
our expectation that those who are
injured at work place, you are the
ones to wipe their tears,” he said.

Esther John, a beneficiary of the
fund said her husband who was
an employee of Chunya District
hospital in Mbeya Region, died in a
car accident while performing his
employer’s duties.

“When we lost our loved one,
I was away, I had no relatives,
I underwent a reproductive
operation, WCF, helped us, the
monthly benefits I receive help me
run my life and take care of the
child,” she said.

Hassan Jambau, told the
committee members, WCF has been
supporting him since he got injured

at work leaving him disabled.

Another  beneficiary, Kelvin
Mwemezi, who also hit a sharp
object, said, the fund has been of
great help and has been like part of
his family after losing his parents.

“I thank President Samia Suluhu
Hassan for making sure that this
Fund remains active, I thank you
so much the leaders and WCF staff,
I almost gave up on life after being
injured, and my mother died, but
the fund has wiped my tears,” he
said.

Patrobas  Katambi,  deputy
Minister of State in the Prime
Minister’s Office (Work, Youth,
Employment and [People with
Disability), thanked the MPs for
visiting the WCF.

“We thank our head of state for
supporting the growth of the Fund
and thus enabling it to provide
quality services to workers as you
have heard the testimonies here,”
he said.

Permanent Secretary in the
Prime Minister’s Office (Work,
Youth and the Disabled), Engineer
Cyprian Luhemeja wanted
the Fund to continue with the
campaign of providing education to
the public making it sustainable for
the majority of Tanzanians to know
services offered by the Fund.

WCF general director, Dr John
Mduma said the Fund has continued
to build functional systems to
facilitate access to services for its
members.

He said WCF’s main purpose is to
provide for adequate and equitable
compensation for employees who
suffer occupational injuries or
contract occupational diseases
arising out of and in the course of
their employment and in case of
death, for their dependents.

More than 90 per cent of the
services are available online thus
enabling workers to access services
easily,” he explained.
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Reported rise in search for DNA
paternity proof tests noteworthy

ILE the
Government
Chemist Laboratory
Agency (GCLA)
was set up to test diseases and
arrest dangers when they appear, it
appears to have a more urgent load
of applications nearly each passing
day. It is numerous individuals
seeking to find out if the DNA of
children they are supposed to have
fathered reflect their proper genetic
build, as many relationships lack the
trust it takes to believe this or that
claim of paternity. Yet this is also
a syndrome of sickness in society,
moral turmoil.

Senior officials in GCLA southern
highlands zone speak of obtaining
ten to 15 applications each month
from parents seeking to know the
DNA link between the father and a
child in question, or more of them.
A laboratory technician made
this affirmation at an exhibition
organized by the Small Industries
Development Corporation
(SIDO) in Njombe Region, where
a technical outlook was given
both on those applications and
issues of what impedes fathering
children. It was not clear how many
such applications come out to be
founded, or the fears confirmed.

While there is an eerie calm about
the issue, and why such problems
come up, what lies below is more
acute in terms of what it says of
broad based mistrust and levels of
child neglect. This is one of those
issues where a neat division of
sentiments come up, as many see
the men as victims from infidelity
and lies on parentage, activists will
point at even greater suffering on
the part women in relation to raising
children, even when parentage isn’t
at issue. When a couple does not

live together proof of parentage is
often a non-issue, and reciprocally,
when the couple live together
contentions over parentage is what
leads to seeking DNA tests,

For similar reasons as in the SIDO
exhibition and the presentation of
the GCLA, there will be no scientific
survey on how far men are actually
the victims of intentionally false
attribution of parentage. Nor will
there be research on how many
men knowingly refuse to support
co-parents when not in wedlock,
as both these situations appear
normal and left that way. Indeed
that is also largely what is taken
for granted in gender narratives;
we hear of women educating their
children, etc more or less as a
matter of course, or starting own
income generating projects, etc.

In that manner the GCLA report is
just what there is on the surface, and
beneath it is a series of undecided
situations on family stability or child
support. Yet part of the problem
has been solved by the public
authorities in making schools free
most of the period. Thus even single
mothers or negligent households
where couples live together will go
to school even with deficiencies;
society makes up for families.

So the good news is that whatever
the result of GCLA tests, and even in
the confines of wilful neglect where
parentage as such is not at issue,
this doesn’t entirely determine the
fate of the children, the possibility
of their schooling or making it in
life. The GCLA tests are in a sense a
storm in a teacup because it is wider
social policy that decides schooling
for children and even ability of
mothers to take care of children
outside wedlock. It isn’t easy but it
is the price of freedom.

Bravo, Speaker, for win
in IPU presidency poll

EGISLATIVE circles in

Dodoma were mired in

confetti on Monday when

receiving House Speaker
Dr Tulia Ackson, returning from
an Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU)
meeting in the Angolan capital of
Luanda. She won a hard fought
poll for the presidency of that
organisation, reputedly the first
time the post goes to a lady speaker
from Africa.

It ism’'t quite different from the
recent event at the Jawaharlal
Nehru University in New Delhi
where President Samia Suluhu
Hassan became the third foreign
dignitary and quite simply the first
woman, to win a doctorate citation
(honoris causa) from the university.
It speaks well of the country.

Addressing a large audience
of enthusiasts and admirers, the
lawyer turned politician narrated
ups and downs of how the voting
went, with special mention of how
social media outlets were used to
put in question the suitability of her
candidacy.

She talked of ‘fellow Tanzanians
joining with our enemies to fight our
nation instead of bonding together,
refuse to fight each other, which
was entirely valid but somewhat
misplaced. In inter-parliamentary
unions, loyalty is less to countries
than to support in a political
character, so she loses some home
votes.

Taking some examples, everyone
knows that ideological support
groups cut across borders, often
flimsy in character but they serve
some purpose. The ruling party in
Tanzania is allied with ruling parties
in South Africa, Namibia, Angola,
Zimbabwe and  Mozambique
principally, due to the Frontline
States alliance of old. At the same
time it isn’t an accident that the IPU
meeting was held in Luanda, as it is

another of allied progressive forces
in Cold War outlooks, which still
survives.

In actual fact, the Speaker’s
assertion that blurbs in social media
were the main contentious issue in
the run to winning the poll shows
that there was little of ideological
contentions. That implies those
who gathered for the IPU meeting
are already of a particular camp,
looking more or less like the
Frontline States, and in that manner
also it was surprising to hear those
attacks from her own camp - if one
sees Tanzania singularly as a leader
of the Frontline States. Yet that was
only fair, and back home we have
seen ‘social media’ attacks during
nomination polls, etc.

In that case it was slightly
inaccurate to say that since other
countries desisted from placing
candidates against her as a
Tanzanian candidate, all Tanzanians
ought to have supported her. It
would definitely be better that way
but politics is a more complicated
matter, and what took place was
‘politics as usual,” part of the same
freedom of expression that IPU is
also expected to honour. Unanimity
of opinion or sentiments isn’t
politics, nor is it true that it is struck
if foreigners are there, as even at
that point there are international
ideological affinities that constitute
the breath of politics itself. These
are values that people stand for, not
just nationality.

So there is every reason to
congratulate the Speaker for
the confidence that fellow
parliamentarians have  shown
for her as a diligent and lucid,
competent leader of parliamentary
business. She has won lots of
admirers but as it is true of all
political affinities, there are those
who see issues quite differently.
Most likely, Tanzanians.
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China’s BRI and Africa’s infrastructure development ambitions

By Paul Frimpong

VER the last decades,

China has been

at the forefront of

championing multiple
global initiatives, including the
Global Development Initiative,
the Global Security Initiative, and
the Global Civilisation Initiative,
amongst others.

One of such global initiatives is
the Belt and Road Initiative, which
has become known shortly as ‘BRI’

Launched in 2013 by President
Xi Jinping, China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) is one of the most
ambitious infrastructure projects
ever conceived in the history of our
world.

The BRI is earmarked to recreate
the historic Silk Road trade route
in order to open up the world
market and establish a trade and
investment network spanning the
three continents of Africa, Asia, and
Europe to facilitate greater global
growth and development.

For the Chinese leadership, they
aspire to maintain an open world
economic system and achieve
diversified, independent, balanced,
and sustainable development with
a shared future. The BRI is now
not simply an economic initiative
but also a global public good
instrument, where theyre rallying
resources to achieve this ambitious
plan.

BRIMATTERS TO DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES

It’'s key to mention that the BRI is
not a China-only story. The primary
goal of the initiative is to address
the vast infrastructure demand in
developing countries.

As of August 2023, 155 countries
were listed as having signed up to
the BRI. The participating countries
represent more than half of the
world’s GDP and nearly 75 per cent

of its population.
Beyond the numerous global
discussions ~ surrounding  the

viability and relevance of the
BRI, the initiative is active, with a
number of projects already finished
or in progress and contributing
to economic growth and creating
unlimited job opportunities.

As at October 2023, there has
been over 3000 projects completed
under the BRI generating over
420,000 jobs.

BRI member countries in the
global south are aiming to maintain
and increase their involvement in
the BRI. To these receiving states,
where infrastructure financing is
desperately needed, geopolitical
externalities are of secondary
concern.

BRI&AFRICA'S CONNECTIVITY
AMBITIONS
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and sustainable and inclusive

It's imperative to ask questions

thatborder on the significance of the
BRI for Africa’s own development
future. How does the BRI fit into
Africa’s infrastructure development
agenda? - It’s outright significant.

The primary infrastructure
bottlenecks for the continent have
long been identified as energy,
water, sanitation, telecoms, and
transportation. With 30 countries
regularly facing power outages
and slightly more than a third of
Africans having access to electricity,

By 2025, the African Development
Bank estimates that the African
continent will need to spend up to
$170 billion annually to upgrade
its infrastructure, with two-thirds
of that amount going toward
brand-new infrastructure and the
remaining one-third going toward
maintenance.

In Africa, demand for electricity
will increase by 93 per cent by
2035, around 47 per cent of roads
will need to be paved, ports must
increase their average container
handling performance from 20 to
25 to 30 moves per hour, and an
additional 300 million people must
have access to the Internet to keep
up with the continent’s economic
growth.

The World Bank estimates that in
order to achieve universal Internet
access throughout Africa, $100
billion will need to be invested in
infrastructure, such as 4G stations,
and at least 250,000 kilometers of
fiber will be required to build and
maintain broadband networks.

For Africa to experience
economic success and sustained
growth, the infrastructure
gap must be filled. Improved
infrastructure would make it easier
to conduct more intraregional
and international trade, lower
business costs, increase Africa’s
competitiveness both domestically
and internationally, and act as
a catalyst for the continent’s
economic transformation
and diversification through
industrialisation, value addition,

growth.

BRI is delivering infrastructure
development across Africa, and the
continent has a more positive view
of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
than anywhere else outside China.

As of August 2022, 50 of the 55
countries in Africa had signed
some sort of memorandum of
understanding or other agreement
on the BRI

The African Union has also signed
a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) on BRI cooperation with
China.

Some countries, such as Kenya,
Tanzania, and Somalia (on the
shores of the Indian Ocean), as
well as Egypt and Djibouti (on the
shores of the Mediterranean Sea),
have strategic locations that make
them natural BRI partners because
they link Africa, Asia, and Europe.

For the rest of the many
countries on the continent that
have joined the BRI countries list,
it's to help them meet their urgent
infrastructural development needs.

BOOSTING
TRADE

Africa has an ambitious plan
for a common and single market
through the African Continental
Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).

Transporting goods between
nations has been a hindrance to
intercontinental trade because the
continent is made up of several
small landlocked nations without
access to ports.

The primary cause of this is a
lack of streamlined and effective
transportation routes throughout
the continent, which leads to

INTRA-AFRICAN

high expenses from shoddy
infrastructure.

To remove integration
bottlenecks, it is essential to
invest in telecommunications
infrastructure, ports, power
generation, and roadway and

railroad infrastructure.
China has aggressively been
at the forefront of infrastructure

financing across the continent,
helping African countries build
a large number of infrastructure
projects over the years.

According to research by the
Center for Global Development,
a US think tank, China’s two
major  foreign development
banks invested $23 billion in
infrastructure projects on the
continent between 2007 and 2020.

That amounts to $8 billion more
than the combined contributions
of the other top eight lenders,
which include the World Bank, the
African Development Bank, and
the US and European development
banks.

AFRICAS AGENDA 2063 AND
BRI VISION

In January 2015, in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia, at the 24th African Union
(AU) Assembly of Heads of State
and Government, Africans adopted
a shared strategic framework for
inclusive growth and sustainable
development called Agenda 2063.

It’s meant to be a strategic guide
to Africa’s development in the next
fifty years. The goal of Agenda 2063
is to fulfill seven aspirations, each
with specific objectives that, if met,
will bring Africa one step closer to
realising its vision for 2063.

The Agenda 2063 states category
aspiration number two of Africa’s
quest to build a connected
continent in all shapes and forms
within the next 50 years.

Africans aspire to build “an
integrated continent, politically
united, and based on the ideals of
Pan-Africanism and the vision of
Africa’s Renaissance.”

This, according to the goals
of these aspirations, would
entail developing a world-class
infrastructure crisscrossing Africa-
-"improving connectivity through
newer and bolder initiatives to link
the continent by rail, road, sea, and
air; and developing regional and
continental power pools, as well as
ICT”

BRI is already delivering
infrastructure development across
Africa, and the continent has a
more positive view of the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI).

African  infrastructure  and
economic growth may be unified
and expedited as a result of China’s
participation in infrastructure
projects on the continent, and the
Belt and Road Initiative’s goal of
enhancing connectivity among
member nations resonates directly
with Africa’s own ambitions for the
next 50 years.

The writer is the Country
Director, Africa Institute of Small
Scale Mining Executive Director,

Africa-China Centre for Policy
& Advisory
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Health misinformation: Another ‘epidemic’ that must be fought tirelessly

By Corres[popndent Mutayoba Arbogast, Bukoba

ECAUSE health facilities normally do not

advertise their services for ethical reasons,

their popularity mostly relies on testimonies

of patients who have been treated there be-
fore as well as referrals. As a result, only those with
outstanding service become the destination of choice
for patients.

Mugana Designated District Hospital (DDH) in Mis-
senyi District, Kagera Region has earned itself a name
not only in the district it is supposed to serve but the
entire region and the Lake Zone, especially when it
comes to maternal health. Records here show that the
facility receives patients from all corners of Kagera
Region as well as the neighbouring ones such as Shin-
yanga, Geita and Mwanza, Simiyu Kigoma and Mara.

Started in 1956 by the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Bukoba as a dispensary for local community, it has
since expanded its services and elevated by authori-
ties to a health centre and finally a DDH status which it
accomplished in 2010.

Maternal and child health department at the hospi-
tal is proud of having a clean record as there wasn't
any mothers who died there during and after delivery
in the whole of 2022, and as of September 2023. There
were four stillbirths during that entire period and six
children who died before mothers arrived at the facil-
ity.

There were 962 deliveries in 2022 out of which
661were normal and 301 through cesarean section.
From January to September 2013, there were 630 de-
liveries, 424 normal and 206 through C-section.

Dawson Muhindi, assistant nursing officer at the
maternal ward said some mothers delay reporting to
hospital which results in birth defects, adding that a
pregnant woman should start attending clinic as early
as possible, especially from six to eight weeks so as
to give caregivers enough time to learn a lot of things
about the pregnancy and carry some recommended
tests.

“This is important because antenatal care attend-
ance plays a major role in early detection and treat-
ment of maternal health problems.” He said.

Patricia Anatory, a midwife at the facility said re-
ports from their department as well as other health fa-
cilities show that there is rumour mongering pregnant
among mothers which derail critical interventions

Muganu District Demgnuted Hospltal staff in a group phot o with certificate of recognition for outstanding service. Photo cour-

tesy of Mugana DDH

such as taking a folic acid.

“Many expectant mothers believe the
misinformation that taking folic acid
causes excessive bleeding,” she said.

“There should be a way of dealing
people who spread such lies because
they do not only endanger lives of
mothers but also derail national mater-
nal health targets.”

The midwife said there is need to
increase awareness and debunk lies
on key interventions such as folic acid
which helps prevent birth defects as-
sociated with babies’ brain and spinal
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cord development.

“Without enough folic acid in the
body, the baby's neural tube may not
close completely and they could devel-
op health problems called neural tube
defects such as spina bifida which is an
incomplete development of the spinal
cord or the vertebrae as well as anen-
cephaly which is incomplete develop-
ment of major parts of the brain,” she
said.

She added that babies with anen-
cephaly usually do not live long while
those with spina bifida may be perma-

nently disabled. Although such serious
health complications are easily avoid-
able, they are still prevalent, thanks to
misinformation and hearsay.

Asked about yet another rumour in
the community that many expectant
mothers prefer C-section to normal de-
livery and health workers also play to
the tune, Muhindi said that is not the
case.

He said they are obliged to go for C-
section when it can’t be avoided and
mostly it is for those with too small

pelvis to allow the baby move easily
through the birth canal as well as those
who have given birth by surgery more
than once.

“Some people think it is a walk in the
park to perform surgeries compared to
natural birth. It is vice versa. Perform-
ing surgeries requirers time and prepa-
rations which involve running here and
there. It is a long process that one can-
not opt for without a strong reason,” he
said.

Mugana DDH has medical, paediat-
ric, surgical and maternity wards, out-
patient department, reproductive and
child health, laboratory, ultasonogra-
phy, computer technology solutions as
well as X-ray departments.

It has received a number of certifi-
cates and trophies from various institu-
tions for outstanding performance. In
2016, it received an award from Minis-
try of Health for reaching first stage of
excellent performance in delivering
emergency services to mothers and ba-
bies. And recently, it was awarded a safe
care certificate from Ministry of Health
for safe and quality care to patients.

The Demographic and Heath Sur-
vey and Malaria Indicator Survey 2022

shows decrease of under-5 mortality
from 147 per 1,000 live births in 1999 to

43 deaths in 2022 and neonatal mortali-
ty rate stands at 24 deaths per 1,000 live
births. The survey further shows that 81
per cent if women took any iron con-
taining supplements during pregnancy.

The Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) target to accelerate the decline
of maternal mortality by 2030. SDG 3
ambitiously targets to reduce the global
maternal mortality rate to less than 70
per 100 000 births, expecting that no
country will have a maternal mortality
rate of more than twice the global aver-

The UN’s 78th birthday: Revisiting its operational credibility

By Anwarul K. Chowdhury

THANK the United Nations Asia Network for Di-

versity and Inclusion (UN-ANDI) for inviting me

to present the keynote speech on this special oc-

casion for the observance of the United Nations
Day.

I commend wholeheartedly the UN-ANDI and its
dedicated team for their work, particularly its recent
survey report on racism and racial discrimination de-
spite the constraints of the global Covid pandemic of
last few years. I am proud to be associated with the
conceptualization of UN-ANDI in late 2019.

As the first ever effort to bring together the diverse
group of personnel from Asia and the Pacific in the UN
system, UN-ANDI needs all our support and encour-
agement.

In my decades of work for the United Nations, both
representing my country as well as representing the
organization, I have seen many faces of the world
body - positive and not so positive, spirit-uplifting
and also frustrating, focused and determined and also
confused and politicized.

But the most enduring experience for me about the
work of the United Nations in its 78 years of existence
has been its contribution to making a positive differ-
ence in the lives of the millions of people of our planet.

Over the years, the United Nations has been tested
time and again by conflicts, humanitarian crises and
poverty and deprivation, but has always risen to live
up to the challenges in a determined and inclusive
way. It has been rightly called the “indispensable com-
mon house of the entire human family.” Respected
global peace leader and philosopher Daisaku Ikeda
describes it as the “Parliament of the World.”

It is worth reminding us that without attracting at-
tention, the United Nations and its family of agencies
and entities are engaged in a continuing gigantic en-
deavour against enormous odds to improve every as-
pect of people’s lives around the world. It is also worth
remembering that the UN’s inspirational norm-setting
role covers a very broad range of areas.

In my personal association with the application of
my country, Bangladesh for membership of the United
Nations in 1972 and since then, in my fifty-one years
of collaborative involvement with the UN, I can affirm
with great pride that all major aspects of Bangladesh’s
development architecture reflect the stamp of the UN.

Last Tuesday, as we observed the UN Day, I received
many “Happy UN Day” text messages. I did not have
the intellectual and moral energy to join them. So, re-
flecting the current realities, I responded by saying “A
not-so-happy UN Day in a conflict-ridden world where
the UN is found to be helpless.” That helplessness
pains me immensely.

The progressive British newspaper Guardian in its
editorial on 26 October echoed that perception by
saying that “The United Nations marked its 78th birth-
day on Tuesday but had little cause for celebration.”
It went on to say that “On the same day, Israel called
for Antonio Guterres to resign over his remarks on the
Israel-Hamas war, and accused him of ‘blood libel’.”

The well-meaning peoples of the world should not
be cocooned in our own isolation without recogniz-
ing and understanding the reality where we are at this

Over the years, the United Nations has been tested time and again by conflicts, humanitarian crises, poverty and deprivation, but
has always risen to live up to the challenges in a determined and inclusive way. Credit: United Nations

of time. In the most unbecoming manner
and forsaking all diplomatic decency, the
Israeli Permanent Representative to the
UN turned on the Secretary-General at
the open session of the Security Council
is inconceivable and totally unacceptable.

The earlier Guardian editorial appropri-
ately wrote that “But 10 years ago, it would
have been hard to imagine the contempt
radiating from the Israeli Ambassador’s
announcement that UN representatives
would be refused visas because ‘the time
has come to teach them a lesson’. That
surely reflects the UN’s reduced status.”

The conservative Wall Street Journal
went even further the day before on 25
October in its editorial board’s opinion to
say that “This is how the UN makes itself a
fellow traveler in the advancing march of
global disorder.”

We need to revisit the operational cred-
ibility of our much-cherished world body.
What was needed in 1945 to be enshrined
in the UN Charter is to be judged in the
light of current realities. If the Charter
needs to be amended to live up to the

challenges of global complexities and par-
alyzing intergovernmental politicization,
let us do that. It is high time to focus on
that direction. Blindly treating the words
of the Charter as sacrosanct may be self-
defeating and irresponsible. The UN could
be buried under its own rubble unless we
set our house in order now.

I am often asked, during ‘questions and
answers’ segment following my public
speaking, if I want to recommend one
thing that would make the UN perform
better, what would it be. My clear and em-
phatic answer always has been “Abolish
the Veto!” Veto is undemocratic, irrational
and against the true spirit of the principle
of sovereign equality of the United Na-
tions.

In an opinion piece in the IPS Journal in
March 2022, I wrote that “Believe me, the
veto power influences not only the deci-
sions of the Security Council but also all
work of the UN, including importantly the
choice of the Secretary-General.”

The same opinion piece asserted that
“I believe the abolition of veto requires a

greater priority attention in the reforms
process than the enlargement of the Secu-
rity Council membership with additional
permanent ones. Such permanency is
simply undemocratic. I also believe that
the veto power is not ‘the cornerstone of
the United Nations’ but in reality, its tomb-
stone.”

Abolishing the veto would also release
the election of the Secretary-General
from the manipulating control of the veto-
wielding permanent members of the Se-
curity Council.

I would also recommend that in future
the Secretary-General would have only
one term of seven years, as opposed to
current practice of automatically renew-
ing the Secretary-General’s tenure for a
second five-year term, without even eval-
uating his performance.

After choosing nine men successively
to be the world’s topmost diplomat, I
strongly believe that it is incumbent on
the United Nations to have the sanity and
sagacity of electing a woman as the next
Secretary-General.

Also, I am of the opinion that
a formalized and mandated in-
volvement of and genuine con-
sultation with the civil society
would enhance the UN’s credibil-
ity. The UN leadership and Mem-
ber States should work diligently
on that without fail for a decision
by the on-going session of the
General Assembly.

Transparency and account-
ability are essential in the budget
processes of the UN and person-
nel recruitments at all levels. Two
other areas which need more
scrutiny are extra-budgetary re-
sources received from Member
States and consultancy practices
including budgetary allocations
for that by the organization. Spe-
cial attention in these areas is
needed to restore the UN’s cred-
ibility and thereby effectiveness
and efficiency for the benefit of
the humanity as a whole.

The international community
has reached a fork in the road.
One path is to resign ourselves
to the idea that an effective mul-
tilateral system is beyond our
grasp, with the potential for re-
version to the dangerous, anar-
chic world order that the United
Nations was set up to improve
upon. The other path, also rocky
but considerably more hopeful,
leads to global solidarity based
on shared principles, objectives,
and commitments, on oneness of
humanity and on a global securi-
ty architecture that has a chance
of commanding the genuine re-
spect as well as the true accept-
ance and adherence of all States.

Let me conclude by asserting
that, all said, I continue to hold
on to my deep faith in multilat-
eralism and , my belief and trust
in the United Nations as the most
universal organization for the
people and the planet is renewed
and reaffirmed!

This opinion piece is the en-
hanced version of the keynote
address by Ambassador Anwarul
K. Chowdhury, former Under-
Secretary-General and High Rep-
resentative of the United Nations
at the virtual observance of the
United Nations Day (24 October)
by the United Nations Asia Net-
work for Diversity and Inclusion
(UN-ANDI) on 27 October 2023.
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By Mariela Jara

HE shortage of water is so severe in Peru’s

highlands that farming families are forced to

sell their livestock because they cannot feed

them. “There is no grass or fodder to feed
them,” says Fermina Quispe, a Quechua farmer from
a rural community located at 4,200 meters above sea
level.

Llarapi Chico, the name of her community, belongs
to the district of Arapa in the southern Andean de-
partment of Puno, one of the 14 that the government
declared in emergency on Oct. 23 due to the water
deficit caused by the combined impacts of climate
change and the El Nifio phenomenon.

Arapa is home to 9,600 people in its district capital
and villages, most of whom are Quechua indigenous
people, as in other districts of the Puna highlands.

With a projected population of more than 1.2 mil-
lion inhabitants, less than four percent of the estimat-
ed national population of over 33 million, Puno has
high levels of poverty and extreme poverty, especially
in rural areas.

According to official figures, in 2022 the poverty rate
in the department stood at 43 percent, compared to
40 percent and 46 percent in 2020 and 2021, respec-
tively - years marked by the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic. The recession of the Peruvian economy
could drive up the poverty rate this year.

In addition, Puno was shaken by the impunity sur-
rounding nearly 20 deaths during the social protests
that broke out in December 2022 demanding the res-
ignation of interim President Dina Boluarte, who suc-
ceeded President Pedro Castillo, currently on trial for
attempting to “breach the constitutional order”.

The United Nations issued a report on Oct. 19 stating
that human rights violations were committed during
the crackdown on the protests, one of whose epicent-
ers was Puno.

Fermina Quispe is president of the Women’s Asso-
ciation of Huerto de Nueva Esperanza, which is made
up of 22 women farmers who, like her, are getting in-
volved in agroecological vegetable production with
the support of the non-governmental organization
Cedepas Centro.

The 41-year-old community leader spoke to IPS in
Chosica, on the outskirts of Lima, while she participat-
ed in the Encuentro Feminismos Diversos por el Buen
Vivir (Meeting of Diverse Feminisms for Good Living),
held Oct. 13-15.

With a soft voice and a face lit up with a permanent
smile, Quispe shared her life story, which was full
of difficulties that far from breaking her down have
strengthened her spirit and will, and have helped her
to face challenges such as food security.

As a child she witnessed the kidnapping of her fa-
ther, then lieutenant governor (the local political au-
thority) of the community of Esmeralda, where she
was born, also located in Arapa. Her father and her
older brother were dragged away by members of the
Maoist guerrilla group Sendero Luminoso (Shining
Path), which unleashed terror in the country between
1980 and 2000.

“A month later we found my father, they had tor-
tured him and gouged out his eyes. My mother, at the
age of 40, was left alone with 12 children and raised us
on her own. I finished primary and secondary school
but I couldn’t continue studying because we couldn’t
afford it, we had nowhere to get the money,” she re-
calls calmly. Her brother was never heard from again.

She did not have the opportunity to go to university
where she wanted to be trained as an early childhood
education teacher, but she developed her entrepre-
neurial skills.

After she married Ciro Concepcion Quispe - “he is
not my relative, he is from another community,” she
clarifies- they dedicated themselves to family farming
and managed to acquire several cattle and small live-
stock such as chickens and guinea pigs, which ensured
their daily food.

Her husband is a construction worker in Arapa and
earns a sporadic income, and in his free time he helps
out on the farm and in community works.

Their eldest daughter, Danitza, 18, is studying educa-
tion at the public Universidad Nacional del Altiplano
in Puno, the departmental capital, where she rents
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Community solutions combat water shortages in

Pumps fueled by 180-watt solar panels draw water from rustic wells to irrigate vegetable crops in the highland greenhouses of
Peruvian farming communities. In the picture, farmer Fermina Quispe is helping to move the solar panels. CREDIT: Courtesy of

Fermina Quispe

a room. And the youngest,
13-year-old Franco, will fin-
ish the first year of second-
ary school in December. His
school is in the town of Arapa,
a 20-minute walk from their
farm.

Fermina managed to build
“my own little house” on a
piece of land she acquired on
her own and outside of her
husband’s land, in order to
have more autonomy and a
place of her own “if we have
conflicts,” she says.

She also began to look for
information about support
for farming families, bringing
together her neighbors along
the way. This is how the asso-
ciation she now presides over
came into being.

However, the drought,

which has not let up since
2021, is causing changes and
wreaking havoc in their lives,

ruining years of efforts of fam-
ilies such as Fermina’s.

“We have a water crisis and
the families are very worried.
We are not going to have any
production and the cattle
are getting thin, we have no
choice but to sell. A bull that
cost 2,000 soles (519 dollars)
we are selling off for 500 (129
dollars). The middlemen are
the ones who profit from our
pain,” she says.

Solar water pumps

In the face of adversity, “pro-
posals and action” seems to be
Quispe’s mantra. She wants to
strengthen her vegetable pro-
duction for self-consumption
and is thinking about growing
aromatic herbs and flowers
for sale. To do so, she needs
to ensure irrigation in her six-
by-thirteen-meter  highland
greenhouse where she uses

agroecological methods.

During her participation
in Cedepas Centro’s training
activities, she learned about
solar water pumps, which
make it possible to pump wa-
ter collected in rustic wells
called “cochas” to gardens
and fields. She has knocked
on many doors to raise funds
to set up solar water pumps in
her community.

“Fermina’s gardens and
those of 14 other farmers in
her community now have so-
lar pumps for irrigation and
living fences made of Spanish
broom (Cytisus racemosus),”
José Egoavil, one of the ex-
perts in charge of the institu-
tion’s projects, told IPS.

“They are small pumps that
run on 120- to 180-watt solar
panels,” he says in a telephone
interview from Arapa.

He explains that the solar

panel is connected to the
pump, which sucks the water
stored in the wells that the
families have dug, or in the
“ojos de agua” - small natural
pools of springwater - present
on some farms. Thus, they can
irrigate the vegetable crops in
their greenhouses, and the liv-
ing fences.

“It is a sustainable technolo-
gy, it does not pollute because
it uses renewable energy and
maintenance is not very ex-
pensive. In addition, the fami-
lies give something in return,
which makes them value it
more. Of the total cost of ma-
terials, which is about 900
soles (230 dollars), they con-
tribute 20 percent, in addition
to their labor,” he says.

Egoavil, a 45-year-old an-
thropologist, has lived in Ara-
pa for three years. He is from
Junin, a department in the

Fermina Quispe (fourth from the right, standing) poses for photos together with other farmers from the Women's Association of
Huerto de Nueva Esperanza, which she chairs and with which she promotes crop irrigation with solar pumps in her community, Llarapi
Chico, in the municipality of Arapa in the southern Peruvian highlands, a region badly affected by drought. CREDIT: Courtesy of

Jesusa Calapuja
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center of the country where Cede-
pas Centro, an organization dedi-
cated to promoting food security
and sustainable development in
the Andes highlands of central and
southern Peru, is based,

“The focus of our work is on food
security and a fundamental issue is
water for human consumption and
production. There have already
been two agricultural seasons in
which we have harvested much
less and we are about to start a new
one, but without rain the forecasts
are not encouraging,” he says.

Given the water shortage, they
have promoted the community
participation of families in emer-
gency projects such as solar
pumps, which help to ensure their
food supply.

In addition, longrange water
seeding and harvesting works are
underway, such as the construc-
tion of infiltration ditches at the
headwaters of river basins.

The participation of small farm-
ing families is the driving force
behind the works and they are re-
sponsible for identifying the natu-
ral water sources for their conser-
vation and the construction of the
ditches that will prevent the water
from flowing down the hills when
it rains.

“The ditch is like a sponge that
retains water, but if it doesn’t rain,
we don’t know what will happen,”
says Egoavil.

Learning to harvest water

Jesusa Calapuja, a 27-year-old
veterinarian born in Arapa, is one
of the people in charge of technical
assistance in agroecological pro-
duction, planting and water har-
vesting at Cedepas Centro.

Using the Escuela de Campo
(countryside school) methodology,
she travels by motorcycle to the dif-
ferent communities where she inter-
acts with farming families. She came
with Fermina Quispe to the feminist
meeting in Chosica, where IPS inter-
viewed her.

Calapuja also notes changes in the
dynamics of the population due to
water scarcity. For example, their
production no longer generates sur-
pluses to be sold at the Sunday mar-
kets; it is barely enough for their own
sustenance.

“They don't have the income to
buy what they need,” she says.

She also notices that at train-
ing meetings, women and men no
longer bring their boiled potatoes
or soup made with the oca tuber,
or roasted corn for snacks, but only
chufio (dehydrated potatoes) or
dried beans. The scarcity of their tu-
ber and grain production is evident
in their diets.

But Fermina Quispe hastn’t lost
her smile in the face of adversity and
is confident that her new skills will
help the women in her community.

“Our  great-great-grandparents
harvested water, made terraces and
dams; we have only been harvesting,
collecting and using. But it won’t be
like that anymore and we are tak-
ing advantage of the streams so the
water won’t be lost. We only hope
that the wind does not carry away
the rain clouds,” she says hopefully.

SUNDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

07:00-09:00HRS
HABARI NA MATUKIO YA WIKI

09:00-11:00HRS THE SUNDAY
11:00-13:00HRS TOP 20
13:00-14:00HRS DW RADIO
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18:00-21:00HRS JIACHIE
21:00-22:00HRS SPOTI
22:00-01:00HRS LADHA LAINI

01:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO)
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Leaders in the Congo to protect
forests, combat climate change

BRAZZAVILLE

BRAZZAVILLE, the capital of the Republic
of the Congo, had the privilege of hosting the
summit of the three major tropical forest ba-
sins on the planet from October 26 to 28: the
Amazon, Congo, and Borneo-Mekong basins.

These basins represent 80 per cent of
the world's forest cover and approximately
three-quarters of its biodiversity. Over 3,000
participants, including government rep-
resentatives, international organizations,
NGOs, civil society, scientists, researchers,
environmentalists, and indigenous popula-
tions, took part in this event.

At least ten Heads of State from the conti-
nent, including Congo, DR Congo, Burundi,
Central African Republic, Comoros, Gabon,
Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Sao Tome and Princ-
ipe, were in attendance. However, no Presi-
dent from the Amazon or Borneo made the
journey to Brazzaville. Colombia and Ven-
ezuela sent their respective Ministers of For-
eign Affairs.

The primary objectives of the summit in-
cluded building a global coalition to acceler-
ate the energy transition and strengthening
collaboration between these basins, recog-
nized as the world's major ecological lungs,
to go further. In the declaration following

the discussions, the participants reaffirmed
their commitment to lay the groundwork for
a roadmap towards establishing a common
framework for cooperation among the three
basins.

During the summit, President Félix Tsh-
isekedi of the DR Congo, a country that alone
covers 62 per cent of the forests in the Congo
Basin, expressed concern about the destruc-
tion of ecosystems by a neighbouring coun-
try, specifically Rwanda: "Currently, in the
Virunga Park (Eastern DR Congo), one of
the world's most significant natural reserves
in terms of forests and biodiversity, armed
activities are jeopardizing this ecosystem,
destroying it. And this decision wasn't made
in Washington, Brussels, London, or Paris. It
was decided in Africa, specifically in Kigali,"
he lamented.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, as
well as French President Emmanuel Macron
and former Brazilian President Lula, partici-
pated via video conference to applaud the
initiative. President of the Republic of Congo,
Denis Sassou Nguesso, provided the essence
of the meeting: "This summit will primar-
ily focus on, among other things, defining a
governance framework within the scope of a
new multilateralism through a cooperation
agreement, aiming for a global alliance of the
three basins," he stated.

l

Monica Hangi (2nd-L), TradeMark Africa’s Regional Director for East and Central Africa, has a feel of some of the items displayed by
entrepreneur Juliana Richard and Wamama Sokoni group colleagues. This was at an exhibition held yesterday at Dar es Salaam’s
Mchikichini market in marking the 15th anniversary of Equality for Growth Tanzania Institute. Photo: Correspondent Imani Nathan-

AKDN, UN to support initiatives meant to fight poverty to stimulate development in Tanzania

By Getrude Mbago

THE Aga Khan Development
Network (AKDN) and the United
Nations (UN) have expressed com-
mitment to continue strengthening
collaboration to support various
initiatives meant to fight poverty
and stimulate development in the
country.

Michel Toto, country director of
the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion (UNESCO) made the affirma-
tion in Dar es Salaam on Monday
during the joint commemoration
of the United Nations Day with the

Aga Khan Development Network
(AKDN).

“The United Nations, together
with other stakeholders, including
the Aga Khan Development Net-
work, is committed to supporting
Tanzania in its endeavors to em-
power its youth. We are working to
create an environment that allows
for innovation, entrepreneurship,
and the meaningful engagement of
young people in the decision-mak-
ing processes that affect their lives
and their futures,” he said.

He expressed his gratitude to the
Aga Khan Development Network
for their unwavering partnership

and commitment to the United Na-
tions and the people of Tanzania
calling for more increased efforts
to positively continue to impact
the lives of the youth and all Tan-
zanians.

“Just a few days ago, on October
24th, we came together at the Ka-
rimjee Grounds to commemorate
United Nations Day under the
theme “Investing in Tomorrow To-
day: Leveraging Tanzania's Youth.”
The government underscored its
commitment to the United Nations
and its vision of a better world for
all,” he said.

He said the gathering wasn’t only

meant to recognize the work of
the United Nations but also to cel-
ebrate the enduring partnership
between the UN and the people of
Tanzania.

“This collaboration is a testa-
ment to the shared values and
common objectives that unite us in
the pursuit of a more equitable and
sustainable world.”

Toto said the theme of emphasiz-
ing the critical importance of pre-
paring our youth, who are the lead-
ers of tomorrow, for the challenges
and opportunities that lie ahead.

In Tanzania, as in many other
countries, the youth population

is not only the future but also the
driving force behind the nation's
development,” he noted.

“To invest in our youth is to in-
vest in the development of our na-
tion. It means equipping them with
the skills, knowledge, and oppor-
tunities they need to be active par-
ticipants in building a better, more
sustainable world. It means provid-
ing quality education, promoting
employment opportunities, and
fostering an environment in which
their voices are heard, and their
ideas valued,” he asserted.

Dr Shelina Walli, chief executive
officer of the Aga Khan Education

Services, Tanzania said it was im-
portant to continue establishing
robust systems and provide the
necessary support to bring positive
changes and lasting impacts to the
society.

“Our goal is on ensuring we
support initiatives and see most
vulnerable people utilizing qual-
ity, inclusive, and integrated basic
education, health, nutrition and
protection services,”

She said students are the lead-
ers of tomorrow and they need to
see that life can continue with love,
peace and promoting the rights of
all human beings.

‘Africa faces lack of experts
to evaluate medical devices’

By Correspondent Devota Mwachang'a

LACK of expertise to assess medical devices including those for ma-
ternal, newborn and child health has been cited as one of the chal-
lenges facing the African continent in ensuring quality, safety and

performance of the devices circulating in the market.

This was revealed during a three-day workshop of the Africa Medi-
cal Devices Forum (AMDF) in Dar es Salaam yesterday aiming at en-
hancing the quality, safety and performance of medical devices criti-
cal to the health and well-being of mothers, newborns and children.

Kissa Mwamwitwa, director of medical devices and diagnostics con-
trol from TMDA said: “This workshop is a major milestone in over-
coming this challenge as the training will produce a pool of experts
for assessing the medical devices before being authorised for market-

ing.”

The capacity building workshop geared and aimed at facilitating,
supporting and ensuring that regulators from across Africa under-

stand the need to have medical devices.

"The regulators will be looking at the requirements as per guide-
lines and ISO standards and be learning how to assess submitted data
and use that information to make an informed decision regarding reg-

istration of a particular device," she added.

Paulyne Wairimu, AMDF chairperson applauded TMDA for capaci-
tate National Regulatory Authorities (NRAs) in the areas of MNCH
Medical devices which it's regulation has been and continues to be
ragging behind other commodities in health sector and yet medical

devices are crucial and essential part of health system.

"Maternal, newborn and child health medical devices have never
been given adequate time or resources in terms of being reviewed by
regulators, it is important because regulators are gatekeepers where
the products are coming in. If regulators will not be well equipped
with information will not be able to dispense this and therefore to

protect the health,” Wairimu said.
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Commander Allan Bukumbi shows journalists yesterday what he said were 30 pieces of elephant tusks found abandoned along the
road at a place he gave as Kidamali. Photo: Correspondent Francis Godwin

PCCB uncovers flaws in 27 development projects

By Correspondent Wilhelm

Mulinda, Mwanza

PREVENTION and Com-
bating of Corruption Bu-
reau (PCCB) in Mwanza
Region has established that
27 out of 35 projects it moni-
tored between July and
September this year worth
approximately 8.2bn/- have
different anomalies.

Some of the anomalies
include implementation of
the projects below standard,

swindling of equipment and
use of substandard materi-
als that do not meet the re-
quired objective.

That revelation was given
yesterday, by chief of PCCB
in Mwanza Region, James
Ruge when speaking to jour-
nalists on the execution of
the bureau in the area in
that period of three months.

Projects were monitored
by being inspected to know
their quality and value of
money spent to implement

them, he said, noting that
projects involved health,
roads infrastructure, educa-
tion and administration.

He pointed out that in-
vestigations have started on
projects with big anomalies
and advice has been given
to rectify those with small
shortfalls including delays.

“With PCCB preventing
corruption in the country,
one of its responsibilities is
to control loopholes of cor-
ruption at government and

Non-Governmental institu-
tions by analysing systems of
implementation of work and
give advice on how to deliver
good services and avoid acts
of corruption”, he said.

He underscored that PCCB
in the region analysed a sys-
tem of revenue collection
on withholding tax between
July and September, this year
whereby different anoma-
lies were observed including
some district councils not
collecting revenues on that

source.

Other anomalies include
low knowledge among busi-
nesspersons on the tax,
some service providers such
as local technicians not hav-
ing Tax Identification Num-
ber (TIN), he said.

He noted that the situation
leads to the government not
collecting withholding tax
directly when they are paid
owing to services they pro-
vide.

According to him, the sys-

tems of district councils are
not linked to those of Tanza-
nia Revenue Authority (TRA).

He said that PCCB in the
region also continues to im-
plement a programme of
“Takukuru Rafiki” with a
view to increase participa-
tion of people to combat
acts of corruption in service
delivery to community and
implementation of develop-
ment projects.

“In the implementation
of this programme we have

reached 21 wards in all dis-
trict councils in the Mwanza
Region and sat with people
whereby 158 chaos have
been identified so that can
be solved by service provid-
ers”, he said.

He said that they will con-
tinue to closely monitor
proper use of government
and donor funds in the im-
plementation of develop-
ment projects as well as giv-
ing education to people in
combating corruption.
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Innovative financial services transform agricultural entrepreneurslnp In Afnca

By Geoffrey Kamadi " - : f' '

("

MALLHOLDER agricultural enterprises in Africa

face a lot of challenges getting loans from finan-

cial institutions like banks due to the stringent

requirements they can hardly fulfil. Investor
confidence is usually lacking, given the risks involved in
this sector of the economy.

Climate change has not helped matters either. Pro-
longed droughts and unreliable rainfall patterns have
made them less resilient. And since a paltry 1.7 percent
of climate finance goes to small-scale agriculture (ac-
cording to the Climate Policy Initiative), small-scale
farmers are left particularly vulnerable.

However, innovative financial solutions targeted at
these farmers are transforming the sector in tangible
ways in Africa. Organisations like Root Capital are work-
ing with small-scale agricultural enterprises using a fi-
nancial model that is accommodative to their unique
needs while addressing the climate change component
on the ground.

Root Capital is a nonprofit that supports agricultural
enterprises working directly with small-scale farm-
ers. On the other hand, Mercy Corp - an international
NGO - through its venture capital arm, supports entre-
preneurs who are developing transformative technolo-
gies, innovative business models and effective climate
adaptation resilience solutions which are usually tech-
enabled.

Users of these technologies are in 35 most climate vul-
nerable countries, according to Scott Onder, the chief
investment officer at Mercy Corp. In Kenya, for exam-
ple, the NGO has partnered with Safaricom, the largest
mobile network operator in the country through its
DigiFarm product.

The product bundles together a range of solutions for
smallholder farmers, helping them become more pro-
ductive, increase their yields and grow their income.

Batian Nuts Ltd, an edible nuts processing enterprise
based in Meru County in central Kenya has seen its op-
erations expand, ever since it started working with Root
Capital. This enterprise exports macadamia nuts inter-
nationally but also deals in peanuts processing for the
local market. It has a base of 8,000 small-scale farmers.

“We chose to work with Root Capital because their in-

terest rates are below what you would normally get from
the financial market, plus their terms are very accom- A farmer tends to his tomatoes. Because of the risks in the ugriculturul sector, including climate change, many farmers were not able to get finance. Now several non-
modative to a start-up like ours,” says James Gichanga profits have come into the market to assist. Credit: Geoffrey Kamadi/IPS
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NCBA Bank posts 16.5bn/- net
profit in three quarters, 2023

Cumulative net interest income grew
to 28.3bn/- during nine months of cur-
rent year, compared to 21.5bn/- during
comparative period, while non-interest
income went up to 9.4bn/- compared
to 7.3bn/- respectively.

The increase of interest and non-
interest income as well as asset recov-
ery resulted into an operating profit
amounting to 9.2bn/- during three
quarters of this year, of which 3.7bn/-
recorded during the third quarter,

By Guardian Reporter

NCBA Bank Tanzania posted a cu-
mulative net profit of 16.1bn/- in nine
months of the current year, compared
to a loss of 22.8bn/- recorded during
the first three quarters of last year.

Unaudited financial statement for
the third quarter of this year shows the
cut of losses resulted from recovery of
written off bad debt, reduced impair-
ment losses, increased interest and

non-interest income.

The statement shows the bank man-
aged to recover 7.7bn/- written bad
debt during the period of nine months
of which 3.9bn/- were recovered during
the third quarter of this year, while im-
pairment losses on loans and advanced
shrunk to 8.9bn/- during the first three
quarters of this year, from 19.1bn/- dur-
ing comparative period of last year.

from an operating loss of 21.7bn/- dur-

ing nine months of last year.

Basic earnings per share also gained
to a profit of 121/- during the first nine
months of this year from a loss of 210/-
recorded during nine months of last
year, while number of employees in
none existing branches went up to 182
from 166 respectively.

The bank also managed to grow

its balance sheet to a total assets amounting to
513.8bn/- during the third quarter of this year,
from 478bn/- during the second quarter of this
year due to increase of balance with Bank of Tan-
zania (BoT), sharp increase of balance with other
banks and financial institutions, lending and in-
vestment in government debt instruments.

Balance with BoT increased to 34.6bn/- dur-
ing the third quarter of this year, compared to
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respectively.

30.6bn/- during the second quarter, while bal-
ance with other banks and financial institutions
sharply increased to 25.1bn/- compared to 3.5bn/-

Investments in government debt instruments
slightly increased to 86.2bn/- during the third
quarter of this year, compared to 85.7bn/- during
the second quarter, while lending to various sec-
tors of the economy grew to 275bn/- compared to

2023

237bn/- respectively.
The bank also managed to mo-
bilize customer deposits amount-

ing to 270bn/- as at the end of the

third quarter from 239bn/- during
the second quarter, while special
deposits amounted to 113.9bn/- in
Q3, 2023, higher than 83.3bn/- dur-
ing the previous quarter.

Coffee producers urged to promote domestic consumptions

By Correspondent James

Lanka, Moshi

TANZANIA coffee produc-
ers have been urged to come
up viable strategy of promot-
ing domestic consumptions
of coffee, instead of depend-
ing on export markets.

Speaking during the closing
of the just ended 3-day Kaha-
wa Festival, held at the Tanza-
nia Coffee Curing Company
(TCCo) area in Moshi Munici-
pality, the Chairperson of the
Tanzania Coffee Board (TCB),
Prof Aurelia Kamuzora ex-
plained that the event aimed
at promoting sustainable lo-

cal consumption of coffee.

She further added that, if
local consumption of cof-
fee would be promoted well,
producers will increase their
income by having a well-built
coffee markets within and
outside the country.

Local consumption of cof-
fee in Tanzania is estimated
to be 7 percent, but TCB is
striving to promote domes-
tic consumption to at least 15
percent.

The rate is lower that Ethi-
opia, where domestic con-
sumption of coffee is more
than 60 percent.

Prof Kamuzora further ex-

plained that, coffee is number
one drink in the world after
water.

“Tanzania is among the
countries worldwide that pro-
duce high quality varieties of
coffees, so, more efforts ids
needed to promote its local
market instead of depending
on foreign markets,” she said.

She appealed to Tanzani-
ans to have a tendency of
drinking coffee for a sustain-
able local market.

The Director General of
TCB, Primus Kimaryo said
that his board in collabora-
tion with other coffee stake-
holders is struggling to make

sure that Tanzania is increas-
ing its production by produc-
ing high quality coffee that is
suitable in both local and in-
ternational markets.

“I'm happy that today, we
have different coffee stake-
holders in this Kahawa Festi-
val event from Kagera region
which produces almost a half
of all coffees produced in
the country,” the TCB DG ex-
plained.

For his part, Moshi DC
Kisari Makori applauded TCB
for the good role they played
by promoting coffee market,
arguing more promotions of
domestic consumption of cof-

fee.

“TCB and the Tanzania Cof-
fee Research Institute (TaCRI)
have done a very laudable
work in the promotions of
production of coffee, but
more effort sin the promo-
tion of local consumption of
coffee consumption of coffee
is highly needed,” the Moshi
DC further explained.

For his part, the Chair-
man of the Tanzania Coffee
Association (TCA), Dennis
Mahulu explained that, the
Tanzania Coffee Board (TCB)
in collaboration with crop
stakeholders has formed a
joint committee with a task

of organizing the best way to
celebrate the event.

“The committee is com-
posed of an individual from
almost every actor in the
coffee value chain. He added
that, the Barista Competition
has been organized specifi-
cally as a platform to advance
the barista profession, recog-
nize hundreds of baristas in
the country and to encourage
youth engagement in the Bar-
ista field,” Mahulu explained.

“The competition will be
conducted for three days
during the festival and it will
involve more than 40 contest-
ants.”

The TCA Chairperson fur-
ther explained that, apart
from barista competitions
indicated in the Kahawa Fes-
tival Program, Cupping Com-
petition will be one of the or-
ganized activities.

According to him, this will
be the third ever official cup-
ping competition in the coun-
try whereby all the cuppers
across the nation partici-
pated and demonstrate their
ability, speed, and accuracy
in identifying different cof-
fees basing on cupping attrib-
utes such as Aroma, Acidity,
Body, Aftertaste, and Flavor.

Equity Bank posts 13bn/-
net profit in nine months

year, compared to 37.1bn/- during
similar period of last year, due to
slight decrease of foreign currency
dealing and transaction gains and
other operating income.

Fees and commission went up to
16.1bn/- during the first three quar-
ters of the current year, compared to
13.7bn/- recorded during similar pe-
riod of the comparative year, while
other operating income went down
to 4.4bn/- compared to 14.4bn/- re-

By Guardian Reporter

EQUITY Bank Tanzania recorded a
cumulative net profit of 13bn/- dur-
ing nine months of this year, com-
pared to 10.5bn/- during similar pe-
riod of last year, thanks to increased
interest income, reduced impair-
ment losses on loans and advances,
amid decrease of non-interest in-

come.

Unaudited financial statement for
the third quarter of this year shows
net interest income grew to 34.8bn/-
during three quarters of this year,
compared to 31.4bn/- during similar
period of last year, while impair-
ment of losses on loans and ad-
vanced slowed to 10.4bn/- compared

to 17bn/- respectively.

Non-interest income amounted to
31.8bn/- during nine months of this

spectively.

The bank managed to increase
number of employment opportuni-
ties to Tanzania as they increased
to 496 during the period ended in
September 2023, compared to 444
recorded during the period ended
September 2022, with number of
branches remained unchanged at 15.

The bank also managed to expand
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its balance sheet closer to 1trn/- mark after
increasing to 966bn/- during the third quar-
ter, compared to 859bn/- during the second
quarter due to increased balance with BoT,
investment in government debt instru-
ments, lending and interbank loans receiv-

Lending to various sectors of the economy
jumped to 474bn/- during the third quarter
of this year, compared to 470bn/- during the
second quarter, while investment in govern-

ment debt instruments went up to 172.7bn/-
compared to 152.9bn/- respectively.

Balance with BoT nearly doubled to
136.2bn/- during the third quarter of this
year, compared to 69.3bn/- during the sec-
ond quarter while interbank loans receiva-
bles jumped to 36.89bn/- compared to
2.8bn/- respectively.

Customer deposits also increased to
701bn/- during the third quarter of this year,
compared to 609.6bn/- during the second
quarter, while special deposits amounted to
22.2bn/- compared to 14.07bn/- respectively.

Total shareholders’

fund slightly in-

creased to 128bn/- during the third quarter,
from 127bn/- during the second quarter die
to increase in profit account and reserves.

LAGOS

SAHARA Group, a leading
international energy and
infrastructure conglomer-
ate, has urged African gov-
ernments and regulators to
adopt market-based regimes
to stimulate the sustainable
development of gas across
the continent.

The company noted that
appropriate pricing of the
commodity will enhance
investment, increase pro-
duction and consumption
growth.

It also called for the in-
clusion of investors in gas
policy development frame-
works as part of the process
of enhancing capacity and
competitiveness of the sec-
tor in Africa.

Speaking during the panel
session on the subject, “The
Game Changer: Enhancing

African Gas Development
Strategies and Investment
Opportunities,” at the just-
concluded African Energy
Week, AEW 2023, in Cape
Town, South Africa, Manag-
ing Director, Sahara Group
Limited, Emmanuel Magani,
said: “It is also important to
have the private sector drive
a lot of the gas projects. We
have the West African Pipe-
line Project, WAGP that de-
livers gas to Benin, Togo and
Ghana which has the poten-
tial to further play a huge
role in regional gas develop-
ment given market-based re-
gimes and adequate invest-
ments.”

He said: “It is important
to have the right type of
market regime in order to
ensure adequate returns
to all key stakeholders. We
need to have a market-based
price regimes to drive and

Emmanuel Magani, Managing Director, Sahara Group Limited

support the level of infra-
structure required to trans-
form gas development and

utilisation in Africa. Gas can
also play and increased role
in Africa’s commitments to

reduce carbon emissions.
For instance, according to
McKinsey & Co, Nigeria has

installed capacity of about
40 - 60 gigawatts, GW, of pet-
rol and diesel generators.

Switching that capacity to
the electricity grid, will lead
to an almost 33 metric tons
carbon dioxide emissions
reduction annually- equiva-
lent to about 12 percent
of Nigeria’s current green-
house gas emissions.

Similarly, substituting fire-
wood, Charcoal & Kerosene
with LPG, would have a simi-
lar effect.

Magani noted that as a
leading player in Africa’s
oil and gas sector, including
operations in Asia, Europe
and the Middle East, Sahara
Group continues to seek in-
vestments and collaboration
towards positioning gas is a
key resource for transition-
ing to net zero.

“Sahara Group remains
committed to providing ad-

equate energy for different
purposes, including indus-
trialisation and domestic
cooking.

We are through our LPG
operations contributing re-
markably to efforts aimed at
ending firewood and char-
coal utilization by putting
up the right infrastructure
to drive storage, distribu-
tion, and access to LPG in
Africa. In the power sector,
Sahara Group provides 20 to
25 per cent of Nigeria’s elec-
tricity supply on any given
day. In other words, one out
of four electricity bulbs is
powered by us.

The number will be higher
as we continue to expand.
We work closely with other
stakeholders in Africa to
promote our vision of bring-
ing energy to life responsi-
bly, leaving no one behind,”
he added.
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Eco Bank profit
triples in three
quarters, 2023

By Guardian Reporter

ECO Bank Tanzania’s cu-
mulative net profit grew three
times to 4.7bn/- during the
first three quarters of this year,
compared to 1.3bn/- recorded
during similar quarters of the
previous year, thanks to re-
covery of bad debt as well as
increased interest and non-
interest incomes.

This has also enabled the tri-
ple increase of basic earnings
per share to 38/- during the
first three quarters of this year,
compared to 11/- recorded dur-
ing similar period of last year.

The bank’s unaudited finan-
cial statement for the third
quarter of this year shows

net interest income grew to
9.8bn/- in nine months of this
year, compared to 7.4bn/- dur-
ing the comparative period,
while non-interest income
grew to 11.2bn/- compared to
7.5bn/- respectively.

The sharp increase of non-
interest income caused by
tremendous growth of foreign
currency dealing and trans-
action gain to 8.3bn/- during
three quarter of this year, com-
pared to 2.8bn/- recorded dur-
ing nine months of last year,
amid slowdown of fees and
commissions.

The bank, with a total of five
branches in Tanzania, also
managed to record the recov-
ery of 1.9bn/- written off bad

Ecoban) |
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debt during the first three quarters of this year from 743mn/-
recovered during three quarters of last year.

Total assets grew to 401bn/- during the third quarter of this
year, compared to 348bn/- during the second quarter due to
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increase of balance with Bank of Tanzania (BoT), investment

in government debt instruments, more than doubled balance

with other banks and financial institutions and lending.
Lending to various sectors of the economy amounted to

138bn/- during the third quarter of
this year, compared to 119bn/- during
the second quarter, while investment
in government debt instruments
grew to 180bn/- from 161bn/- respec-
tively.

The bank’s rate of non-performing
loans remained at 2.6 percent, which
is far lower than the regulatory
benchmark of five percent.

Balance with Bank of Tanzania
(BoT) went up to 2Llbn/- during
the third quarter of this year from
14.8bn/- during the second quarter,
while balance with other banks and
financial institutions more than dou-
bled to 16bn/- compared to 7.6bn/-
respectively.

The bank’s capital also grew to
24.35bn/- during the third quarter
of this year, compared to 21.4bn/-
during the second quarter due to
increase of profit and loss account.
This capital is far higher than the
Bank of Tanzania (BoT) regulatory
requirements of 15bn/-.

Customer deposits grew to 214bn/-
during the third quarter of this year,
compared to 138bn/- during the sec-
ond quarter, while special deposits
amounted to 41.19bn/- compared to
61.8bn/- respectively.

By Guardian Reporter

The increase of total assets result-
ed from increased current assets,

THE self-listed Dar es Salaam
Stock Exchange (DSE) Group re-
corded a profit after tax of 1.59bn/-
during the third quarter of this year
ended in September, an increase
from 1.27bn/- recorded during simi-
lar quarter of last year.

Unaudited financial statement
shows this has also pushed up both
basic and diluted earnings per share
to 67/-in Q3, 2023, compared to 54/-

DSE Plc earns 1.5bn/- net profit in Q3, 2023

recorded during similar quarter of
last year, but slight below 69/- re-
corded during the second quarter
of this year.

The statement shows the DSE
Group’s revenue grew to 3.09bn/-
during the third quarter of this
year from 2.48bn/- recorded during
similar quarter of last year, due to

increase in listing fees, transaction
fees, investment income and other
revenue.

Listing fees went up to 1.1lbn/-
during the third quarter of this year,
compared to 1.02bn/- during similar
quarter of last year, while transac-
tion fees increased to 474m/- com-
pared to 295.4mn/- respectively.

According to the statement, reg-
istry &CDS fees jumped to 514mn/-
compared to 307.2mn/- respectively,
while investment income increased
to 854mn/- during the third quarter
of this year, compared to 769mn/-
recorded in Q3, 2022.

Other revenue also increased to
135mn/- compared to 87.8mn/- re-

spectively.

The statement shows the Group’s
total assets grew to 34.04bn/- dur-
ing the third quarter of this year,
compared to 30.7bn/- during simi-
lar quarter of previous year, while
total shareholders’ fund increased
to 29.9bn/ an increase from 27.1bn/-
respectively.

specifically cash and cash equiva-
lent, investment in short term de-
posit amortized costs, corporate tax
receivables and trade receivables.
Trade receivables amounted to
1.4bn/- during the end of the third
quarter of this year, compared to
1.0bn/ during the quarter ended in
September 2022, while corporate
tax receivables jumped to 79mn/-
compared to 37.5mn/- respectively.

UBA Bank posts 7.1bn/-
profit in three quarters

By Guardian Reporter

UNITED Bank for Africa Tanzania
posted a cumulative net income after
income tax amounting to 6.9bn/- dur-
ing the first three quarters of this year,
from 2.1bn/- recorded during similar
period of last year, unaudited finan-
cial statement for the third quarter
ended in September, 2023 has shown.

The increased cumulative net prof-
it resulted from growth of both inter-
est income and non-interest income
and slight decrease of income tax
provision, which translated into oper-
ating profit of 71bn/- in three quarters
of this year, from 2.3bn/- during com-
parative quarters of last year.

Net interest income grew by more
than 200 percent to 11.7bn/- during

three quarters of this year, of which
5.1bn/- was recorded during the third
quarter of this year, compared with
a cumulative net interest income of
4.5bn/- recorded during three quar-
ters of last year.

The statement also shows non-
interest income went up to 9.8bn/-
during three quarters of this year, of
which 3.3bn/- being recorded during
the third quarter, higher than 6.1bn/-
recorded during nine months of last
year.

The growth of non-interest income
resulted from dramatic increase of
foreign currency dealing and trans-
action gains to 4.6bn/- during the
first nine months of this year from
958mn/- recorded in three quarters
of last year.
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The bank’s basic earnings per share increased more
than three times to 1,100/- during the first nine months
of this year, compared to 337/- recorded during the com-
parative period of last year. On quarterly basis, basic eps
increased to 498/- during Q3, 2023, from 190/- recorded
during similar quarter of last year.

The statement shows the bank managed to increase
number of branches to 8 from seven, which raised the
number of employees to 141 during the end of September,
2023, compared to 127 recorded during the period ended
in September last year.

Return on average shareholders’ fund grew to 44.5

percent during the period ended in
September this year from 8.06 per-
cent during three quarter of last year,
while return on average total asset
grew to 5.1 percent, compared to 1.1
percent respectively.

However, the bank’s balance sheet
decreased to 250bn/- during the third
quarter of this year, from 306bn/- in
the second quarter, due to slight de-
crease of investment in government
debt instruments, cash, loans and
other assets.

Loans, advances and overdraft de-
creased to 61.7bn/- during the third
quarter of this year, from 73.6bn/-
during the second quarter, while
other assets declined to 72bn/- com-
pared to 118bn/- respectively.

The statement shows customer
deposits also went down to 145.8bn/-
during the third quarter of this year,
compared to 195bn/- during the sec-
ond quarter, while the shareholders’
fund went up to 32.5bn/-, compared
to 29.5bn/- respectively.

MHRS ATM

Akiba Commercial Bank total assets hit 200bn/-

By Guardian Reporter

AKIBA Commercial Bank
(ACB) total assets surpassed
200bn/- mark at the end of
the third quarter of this year,
thanks to increased lending to
various sectors of the econo-
my, balance with other banks
and financial institutions and
cash.

The bank’s unaudited finan-
cial statement for the third
quarter shows this is an in-
crease from 198.6bn/- during
the second quarter of this year.

The statement shows the

bank’s balance sheet gains
caused by the increase of cash
to 15.3bn/- during the third
quarter of this year, compared
to 13.2bn/- recorded during
the second quarter, as well
as investment in government
securities, which went up to
13.7bn/- compared to 12bn/- re-
spectively.

Lending to various sectors
of the economy at the end of
the third quarter of this year
amounted to 103.2bn/- com-
pared to 100bn/- during the
second quarter, while balance
with other banks and finan-

cial institutions increased to
5.5bn/- compared to 1.9bn/- re-
spectively.

The banks total liabilities
also increased to 176.5bn/-
compared to 170.9bn/- re-
spectively due to increased
customer deposits mobiliza-
tion to 141.4bn/- during the
third quarter, compared with
127bn/- during the second
quarter, while special deposits
went up to 200mn/- compared
to 194mn/- respectively.

The bank’s capital amount-
ed to 27.1bn/- during the third
quarter, which is higher than

the regulatory requirement of
15bn/-.

According to the state-
ment the net interest income
amounted to 14.9bn/- dur-
ing the first three quarters of
this year, slightly lower than
15bn/- during similar period
of last year, while non-interest
income gained to 6.1bn/- com-
pared to 5bn/- respectively.

The bank also managed to
reduce impairment losses on
loans and advances to 691mn/-
during nine months of this
year, compared to 2.09bn/-
during similar period of last

year.

Other operating income
more than doubled to 2.4bn/-
during nine months of this
year, compared to 1.05bn/-
during nine months of last
year.

However, the bank managed
to slightly reduce its net loss
to 316mn/- during three quar-
ters of this year, compared to
353mn/- recorded during nine
months of last year while num-
ber of employee went down to
368 compared to 413 respec-
tively.

China’s gold appetite will
stay strong through 2023

BEIJING

CHINAS appetite for gold will stay strong through the
rest of 2023, the World Gold Council said, just as domestic
prices for the safe-haven soared to a record amid the strong-
est investment demand in more than two years.

Demand for gold bars and coins in China rose 16 percent
year-on-year in the third quarter and will “remain robust” in
the final three months, the council said in its latest outlook.
Economic and political uncertainties, currency volatility
and central-bank stockpiling have all fueled a buying binge.

“The fragility of the domestic economic recovery, along
with intensifying global geopolitical risk, could continue to
support Chinese investors’ safe-haven demand for gold,”
the producer-funded association said. The Shanghai Gold
Exchange’s benchmark contract rallied on Tuesday to its
highest ever, heading for a near-7 percent gain in October.

China’s demand has also been propelled by a patchy and
uncertain economic recovery that’s made other assets from
property to stocks less attractive.

Data released yesterday showed the country’s factory
activity back in contraction for October, suggesting that the
economy remains fragile.

Global gold prices last week jumped past $2,000 an
ounce for the first time since May amid growing concerns
over conflict in the Middle East.

The precious metal, traditionally a harbor for money in
times of turmoil, reached a record in mid-2020 when the
Covid-19 pandemic was wreaking economic havoc world-
wide.

“Gold demand has been resilient throughout this year,
performing well against the headwinds of high interest
rates and a strong US dollar,” the council said of the global
market. “Looking forward, with geopolitical tensions on the
rise and an expectation for continued robust central bank
buying, gold demand may surprise to the upside.”

Goldss allure in China will be boosted further if the Peo-
ple’s Bank of China continues to build reserves in what’s
already one of its longest buying sprees, the report added.
Still, it noted that a slightly later-than-usual Lunar New Year
in 2024 might delay some demand into the first quarter of
next year.
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Airtel Africa’s total customer base grew by 9.7 percent to
1477 million by September this year, as the penetration of
mobile data and mobile money services continued to rise.

According to the company’s results for half year ended
30th September 2023, data customers increased by 23.0
percent to 59.8 million while mobile money customers in-
creased by 23.1 percent to 36.5 million.

Constant currency Average Revenue Per User (ARPU)
grew by 9.8 percent was driven by increased usage across
voice, data and mobile money, the results show.

Mobile money transactions value increased by 45.3 per-
cent in constant currency, with Q2, 24 annualised transac-
tion value of $116bn in reported currency.

Olusegun Ogunsanya, Group chief executive officer
states; “T am pleased to report a strong operating perfor-
mance for the Group despite foreign exchange headwinds
in many of our markets and specifically in Nigeria”.

The CEO explained that the resilient growth in voice,
data and mobile money usage levels reflects the inherent
demand for these essential services across the company’s
footprint, and six-pillar ‘win-with’ strategy.

He noted that the strong momentum is supported by
continued cost efficiencies which enabled further Earn-
ings Before Interest Tax Depreciation Amortization (EBIT-
DA) margin expansion.

“As reported in July 2023, our results for the first quarter
were significantly impacted by the changes to the FX mar-
ket in Nigeria, introduced by the Central Bank,” he said.

Whilst the changes are required for the long-term ben-
efit of the Nigerian economy, the immediate impact of the
naira devaluation continues to weigh on the company’s
reported financial performance in the period, he noted.

“Our focus remains to enhance long term value by con-
tinuing to drive sustained and efficient growth. Over the
last five years we have delivered constant currency rev-
enue and EBITDA CAGR of 17.1 percent and 20.7 percent
respectively, allowing us to further de-risk the balance
sheet and improve profitability across the Group,” he said.

Looking forward, he said delivery of affordable and reli-
able telecom and mobile money services across the mar-
kets remains the key focus.

“Our strong operating performance continues to make

Airtel Africa records 147m customers by Sept 2023
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Olusegun Ogunsanya, Group chief executive officer, Airtel Africa

us a stronger and bigger company, which is well posi-
tioned to deliver against the growth opportunities these
markets offer,” he maintained.

“Despite the challenges of rising diesel prices in Nigeria,
we aim to limit the impact with continued operational lev-
erage and further cost efficiencies to deliver an improved
EBITDA margin in FY'24 versus FY’23.”

Revenue in constant currency grew by 19.7 percent, with
reported currency revenues up by 2.3 percent to $2,623m.

According to the result, in Q2'24, reported currency rev-
enues declined by 4.7 percent, reflecting a full quarter’s
impact of the Nigerian naira devaluation in June 2023.

Across the Group mobile services revenue grew by 18.3
percent in constant currency, driven by voice revenue
growth of 11.5 percent and data revenue growth of 28.1

percent.

Mobile money revenue grew by 30.9 percent in con-
stant currency.

EBITDA increased by 21.2 percent in constant currency,
and 3.7 percent in reported currency to $1,302m, with an
EBITDA margin of 49.6 percent, reflecting a 70bps margin
improvement over the prior period despite inflationary
cost pressures and foreign exchange headwinds.

Reported currency EBITDA declined by 3.3 percent in
Q224 as the full impact of the Nigerian naira devaluation
in June 2023 was incorporated.

Loss after tax was $13m driven largely by a foreign ex-
change loss of $471m recorded in finance cost before tax
and $317m after tax because of the devaluation of the Ni-
gerian naira in June 2023.

Cheap loans dry up as
Hustler Fund budget cut

NAIROBI

THE Treasury has signalled a reduction in the disburse-
ment of cheap State-backed mobile loans with a cut in the
budget for the Hustler Fund by almost half to Sh5 billion in
the latest budgetary changes.

This is from the Sh10 billion that the Treasury Cabinet
Secretary, Njuguna Ndung'u, initially set aside for the Hustler
Fund, officially known as the Financial Inclusion Fund, in
June for 2023/24.

The Fund is designed in line with the Kenya Kwanza coa-
lition’s Bottom-Up election campaign promise of facilitating
low-income earners and small businesses to access cheap
loans on phone.

In the previous financial year ended June, the Hustler
Fund, one of President William Ruto’s campaign promises,
was allocated Sh20 billion.

The budget cut came at a time Dr Ruto launched new
product lines, including the Hustler Fund for groups which
seek to provide cash mainly to informal traders who must
register as a group to qualify for the loans.

“T think it is just in line with the austerity measures that
the government is taking,” said Elizabeth Nkukuu, the Acting
CEO of the Hustler Fund, adding that the move might also
have been taken to re-balance the portfolio.

John Mutua, a programme coordinator at the Institute of
Economic Affairs, a think tank, reckons that the cut on the
Fund, like many other items under development spending,
is always a low-hanging fruit for a government tight on the
fiscal space.

“For budget cuts, the first culprit is always development,”
said Mr Mutua, noting that such spending can always be de-
ferred while recurrent spending like wages and debt repay-
ments cannot wait.

The budget cut follows a turbulent period characterised
by defaults of the micro-loans borrowed by individuals and
small and medium enterprises under the Hustler Fund, a
central plank of the governments Bottom-Up Economic
Transformation Agenda (BETA).

With a default rate of 29 percent as of August, this is higher
than those at commercial banks, saccos and microfinance
banks, mirroring the headache mobile lenders face when ad-
vancing unsecured loans to the informal sector.

Dar-based restaurant donates
laptops to Ministry of Culture

By Guardian Correspondent

THE Dar es Salaam-based 1245 Lounge and Restau-
rant has donated laptops to the artists’ loan board of
the Ministry of Culture, Arts, and Sports.

The official handover ceremony took place at the
Ministry’s offices recently symbolizing a significant step
toward enhancing digital resources for sports, cultural
and artistic endeavors.

Sniper Mantana, director of 1245 Lounge and Restau-
rant, handed over the laptops to the Deputy Minister of
the Ministry of Culture, Arts, and Sports, Hamis Mwin-
juma, in a ceremony that underscores the importance
of public-private partnerships for the betterment of the
society.

“We are delighted to extend our full support to
President Samia Suluhu Hassan and the Tanzanian gov-
ernment’s dedicated efforts in advancing the growth
and prosperity of Tanzania’s culture, arts and sports
through the Ministry of Culture, Arts and Sports<

He said the creative and cultural industries are essen-
tial components of the society, and he believes that ac-
cess to technology is crucial for their growth.

“We are committed to collaborating closely with the
government for the betterment of the Tanzanian socie-
ty and we hope that these laptops will help enhance the
Ministry’s ability to advance its mission and positively
impact lives “, stated Mantana.

On his part, the deputy minister expressed his grati-
tude, saying: “We appreciate 1245 Lounge and Restau-
rant for their significant contribution”.

He said the donation of laptops will undoubtedly bol-
ster the government’s efforts to promote culture, arts,
and sports within Tanzania.

“We believe it will facilitate our work, especially in
connecting with artists, cultural institutions, and the
youth. We are thrilled to have private sector partners
like 1245 Lounge and Restaurant who share our com-
mitment to the development of the cultural and artistic
sectors,” he said.

He said the ministry will play a pivotal role in pre-
serving and promoting Tanzania’s rich cultural herit-
age, fostering artistic talent, and nurturing a vibrant
sports community.

“The donation of laptops by 1245 Lounge and Restau-
rant demonstrates their dedication to the advancement
of these critical areas, ensuring that they continue to
thrive and contribute to the nation’s growth and devel-
opment,” he added.

Sniper Mantana, director of 1245 Lounge and Restaurant (R
), hands over one of the donated laptops to Culture, Arts and
Sports deputy minister Hamis Mwinjuma. Photo: Guardian
Correspondent
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Britain's King Charles Ill was given a ceremonial welcome at State House in Nairobi.

(Photo: AFP

King Charles visits Kenya with
colonialism’s scars in focus

NAIROBI

BRITAIN’S tarnished colonial past
took centre stage in Kenya yesterday
as King Charles began a four-day state
visit, poised to acknowledge “painful
aspects” of the countries’ long shared
history as local leaders press demands
for reparations.

Accompanied by Queen Camilla on
his first visit as monarch to a former
colony, Charles arrived in the capital
Nairobi overnight.

On a rainy morning, he was wel-
comed to the Presidential Palace by
a 21-gun salute and a guard of honour
and, accompanied by President Wil-
liam Ruto, planted trees in the palace
grounds. The royal couple then laid a
wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown
Warrior in Uhuru Gardens, where
Kenyan declared independence in De-
cember 1963.

Charles’ visit comes at a time when
former colonies are demanding that
Britain do more to recognise the abus-
es of its colonial past. Some - notably
Barbados and Jamaica - have been re-
evaluating their ties to the monarchy.

While still heir to the throne,
Charles surprised many at last year’s
summit of the Commonwealth - a vol-
untary association of countries that
evolved from the British Empire - by
acknowledging slavery’s role in the or-
ganisation’s roots.

Many citizens of former British colo-
nies - including leaders of Kenya’s Nan-
di people - want Charles to go further
by directly apologising and endorsing
reparations for colonial-era abuses,
including torture, killings and wide-
spread expropriation of land, much of

which remains in British hands.

Buckingham Palace said the visit
would “acknowledge the more painful
aspects of the UK and Kenya’s shared
history, including the Emergency
(1952-1960). His Majesty will take time
... to deepen his understanding of the
wrongs suffered in this period by the
people of Kenya.”

‘AFTER APOLOGIES...
TION’

During the 1952-1960 Mau Mau re-
volt in central Kenya, some 90,000
Kenyans were killed or maimed and
160,000 detained, the Kenya Human
Rights Commission (KHRC) has esti-
mated.

The UK government has previously
expressed regret for those abuses and
agreed a 20 million pound ($24 mil-
lion) settlement in 2013.

Nandi King Koitalel Arap Samoei
led a decade-long rebellion until he
was assassinated by a British colonel
in 1905. In the ensuing years, the Brit-
ish confiscated most of his people’s
land and cattle.

Samoei’s great-grandson Kipchoge
araap Chomu credited the British
with contributions to Kenya like edu-
cation and public health systems but
said historical injustices must be rem-
edied.

“We have to demand public apology
from the government of the British...,”
he told Reuters. “After apologies, we
also expect a reparation.”

Charles also plans to meet entre-
preneurs from Kenya’s bustling tech
scene, tour wildlife facilities and
travel to the southeastern port city of
Mombasa. Agencies

REPARA-

World Youth Development
Forum opens in Beijing

BEIJING

THE World Youth Development
Forum opened in Beijing on Monday,
with 100 projects related to the global
youth development action plan re-
leased.

The cooperation projects, which
were selected from 43 countries
around the globe, center on topics
such as food security, digital tech-
nology application, and poverty and
hunger elimination, according to the
forum’s organizer.

Approximately 2,000 youth rep-
resentatives from China and abroad

attended the forum online or on-site.
The event is themed “Youth Strength
for Solidarity and Innovation: Striv-
ing Together for Sustainable Develop-
ment.”

Losang Jamcan, vice chairman of
the National People’s Congress Stand-
ing Committee, addressed the open-
ing ceremony, saying that China is
willing to join hands with other coun-
tries to guide young people and pool
their wisdom in strengthening the
facilitation of global development.
The forum is hosted by the All-China
Youth Federation and the forum’s or-
ganizing committee. Xinhua

No plans to agree to ceasefire with Hamas, Israeli PM says

NEW YORK

ISRAEL will not agree to a cease-
fire with the radical Palestinian
movement Hamas because it would
mean surrender, the country’s
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu wrote in an op-ed for The Wall
Street Journal.

“Just as the US wouldn’t have
agreed to a ceasefire after the bomb-
ing of Pearl Harbor or after the ter-
rorist attack on 9/11, Israel will not
agree to a cessation of hostilities
with Hamas after the horrific attacks
of October 7.

Calls for a ceasefire are calls for
Israel to surrender to Hamas, to sur-
render to terrorism, to surrender to
barbarism,” he pointed out.

According to Netanyahu, “Iran
has formed an axis of terror by arm-
ing, training and financing Hamas

v,

in Gaza, Hezbollah in Lebanon, the
Houthis in Yemen and other terror
proxies throughout the Middle East
and beyond.” “In fighting Hamas
and the Iranian axis of terror, Israel
is fighting the enemies of civiliza-
tion itself,” the Israeli prime minis-
ter added.

He called on “civilized nations” to
support Israel. “If Hamas and Iran’s
axis of evil win, you will be their

next target,” Netanyahu said.

Tensions in the Middle East flared
up again on October 7 after militants
from the radical Palestinian group
Hamas launched a surprise incur-
sion into Israeli territory from the
Gaza Strip, killing residents of bor-
der communities and taking people,
including women, children and the
elderly, hostage.

Hamas described its attack as a
response to the aggressive actions
of Israeli authorities against the Al-
Agsa Mosque on the Temple Mount
in Jerusalem’s Old City. Israel an-
nounced a total blockade of Gaza
and launched ground operations
in the enclave, also carrying out air
strikes on targets in the Strip, as well
as on certain areas in Lebanon and
Syria.

Clashes are also taking place in
the West Bank.

Africa sees renewed
hope in malaria fight

NAIROBI

THE prevention and control of
malaria in Africa is set to get a major
boost from a new drug that is not
only more effective, but also easier to
administer than previous medicines,
with the number of deaths attributed
to the infectious disease expected to
fall sharply as a result.

In case studies conducted in Kenya,
second-generation artesunate for in-
jection, developed by Chinese phar-
maceutical company Fosun Pharma,
has proved highly effective in treating
severe malaria in children, Kenyan
health experts said.

In addition, the new drug — pro-
duced under the brand name Arge-
sun — can be easier and faster to
prepare, and safer to inject, than its
predecessor, which is produced un-
der the name Artesun, and has been
widely used in dozens of countries for
more than 10 years.

Unlike Artesun, which requires a
two-step reconstitution before use,
Argesun only requires a one-step di-
lution before injection, which makes
it more user-friendly for doctors and
nurses and improves its accessibility,
said Walter Otieno, a pediatrician and
researcher with the Kenya Medical
Research Institute.

“We think that this is a very good
development. It is really going to cut
our rate of deaths and also the com-
plications caused by malaria,” Otieno
said.

In Kenya, the malaria transmission
rate can be as high as 30 to 50 percent
during the rainy season in some plac-
es near Lake Victoria, he said, adding
that children under 5 face the highest
risk of malaria in the country.

Through the use of the drug and
other methods, including malaria
vaccines and mosquito prevention
and control, the transmission of ma-

Taliban must immediately release women human rights defenders, say UN experts

GENEVA

UN experts yesterday demanded
the immediate release of women hu-
man rights defenders Neda Parwan
and Zholia Parsi, who have been de-
tained by Afghanistan’s de facto au-
thorities for over a month.

The two human rights defenders
are affiliated with the Women’s Spon-
taneous Movement. Neda Parwan’s
husband and Zholia Parsi’s adult son
have also been placed in custody. No
reasons have been provided for their
arrests, the experts said, but others

laria in Kenya is likely to be significantly reduced,

Otieno said.

Argesun was pre-qualified by the World Health
Organization in June and has been registered in
18 African countries, according to Fosun Pharma.

Both Artesun and Argesun are innovative anti-
malarial drugs based on artemisinin, which was
discovered by Nobel laureate Tu Youyou in the
1970s, and which has made significant contribu-
tions to global malaria control and prevention

during the past two decades.

Wu Yifang, chairman of Fosun Pharma, said
the company recognized the strategic value of
antimalarial drugs based on artemisinin and re-
structured its subsidiary Guilin Pharmaceutical in
2004, to start introducing the drugs to the global
market. Its first antimalarial drug entered Africa
in 2007, and the company launched a training
program for frontline medical workers in Africa

in 2014.

“Through continuous innovation, Fosun Phar-
ma has become a global leader in antimalarial
drugs and one of the most influential Chinese

brands in Africa,” he said.

Malaria is prevalent in many African countries,
and around 95 percent of all new malaria cases
globally were reported in Africa, resulting in more
than 600,000 deaths, according to the World

Health Organization.

Increasing accessibility

“To win the battle against malaria, we have to
eliminate it globally,” Wu said, adding that the
company is pushing to transform its antimalarial

have been arrested in similar cir-
cumstances for exercising their fun-
damental right to engage in peaceful
protests.

“The release of Ms Parwan and Ms
Parsi and their family members from
detention is an urgent matter. After
more than a month in detention, we
are increasingly concerned about
their physical and mental wellbeing,”
the experts said.

They underscored the importance
of upholding the rights to freedom
of peaceful assembly and associa-
tion, a fundamental tenet enshrined

drugs from “made in China and
used in Africa” to “made in Africa
and used in Africa”, in order to
increase the drugs’ accessibility
and affordability there.

Last year, Fosun Pharma start-
ed building a pharmaceutical
production facility and distribu-
tion hub in Cote d’Ivoire, which
will produce antimalarial drugs
and antibacterial medicines.

On Oct 12, Fosun Pharma held
aseminar on the management of
malaria with the Department of
Health in Kisumu, Kenya.

During the seminar, Kibor Kei-
tany, head of the Kenya National
Malaria Control Program at the
Ministry of Health, emphasized
Kenya’s commitment to further
expanding the use of inject-
able artesunate, alongside WHO-
approved vaccines, to reduce
malaria-related deaths among
at-risk groups.

“The new generation of inject-
able artesunate is an important
addition to existing interven-
tions,” Keitany said.

Robert Opoka, from Kenya’s
Aga Khan University Medical
College, said the new drug’s ease
of use will make it more conveni-
ent for health workers.

in international human rights law
and warned that individuals must not
be deprived of their liberty merely
for expressing dissenting views and
for exercising their legitimate rights.
Women human rights defenders are
particularly at risk and are more likely
to be targeted because of their gender.

“The Taliban seem to be continuing
to intensify their restrictions on civic
space, especially through silencing of
the voices of women and girls, thus
creating a chilling effect.” the experts
said.

“We urge the de facto authorities to

US attempts to
undermine Russia’s
constitutional order
doomed to fail - envoy

WASHINGTON

THE US attempts to undermine
Russia’s constitutional order as well
as its interethnic and interreligious
accord are doomed to failure, Russian
Ambassador to the US Anatoly An-
tonov said.

“We consider the bilious reaction of
the Administration and local media to
the incidents in Makhachkala as noth-
ing other than an attempt to under-
mine the ethno-confessional unity of
the Russian Federation.

Here, apparently, they were disap-
pointed that the Russian law enforce-
ment agencies were able to neutralize
the risks of destabilization inspired
from outside,” the embassy press ser-
vice quoted him as saying, comment-
ing on events in Dagestan.

“It’s time for Washington to cut its
teeth: any attempts aimed at under-
mining the constitutional order in our
country, as well as the interethnic and
interreligious harmony that Russia has
been for ages famous for, are doomed
to failure,” the envoy noted.

According to him, “local so-called
strategists would do well to be con-
cerned about the safety of their own
citizens, who, among other things, are
suffering from an epidemic of gun vio-
lence in the United States, including
those motivated by racial hatred.”

Earlier, Russian President Vladimir
Putin said that the unrest in Dag-
estan had been instigated via social
networks by Western intelligence. He
added that the Kiev regime, guided by
its Western handlers, was trying to ig-
nite pogroms in Russia.

Several hundred people gathered
at the Makhachkala airport in Russia’s
Dagestan Region on the evening of Oc-
tober 29 to protest against the Pales-
tinian-Israeli conflict. They broke into
the airport’s building and landing area.

The government of Dagestan re-
ported that the situation was under
control with law enforcement working
at the site.

A crisis management center, led by
the republic’s head Sergey Melikov,
was set up. Melikov slammed the ac-
tions by the protesters as a gross vio-
lation of law and warned about due
consequences.

Y
o

demonstrate respect for freedom of
expression, freedoms of movement
and association including the right
to engage in peaceful protest, in line
with Afghanistan’s international ob-
ligations under human rights instru-
ments ratified by the State,” the ex-
perts said.

A month after their arrest, Neda Par-
wan and Zholia Parsi and their family
members have yet to be charged with
a crime or brought before a court.
They have not been granted access to
legal representation.

ANI

ABU DHABI

SULTAN bin Ahmed Al Jaber,
UAE’s Minister of Industry and
Advanced Technology and
COP28 President, addressed a
record number of ministers and
delegations from around the
world at the opening session of
Pre-COP, declaring that the in-
ternational community needs to
unite on climate action and that
“we have to come through. We
must unite. We must act. And we
must deliver in Dubai.”

Pre-COP, which is being held
from October 30-31 in Abu Dha-
bi, is a preparatory meeting of

COP28 President says world must unite on climate action

ministers and negotiators ahead
of COP28. This year’s event has
seen record attendance, with 70
ministers and over 100 delega-
tions coming together in the UAE
capital, more than double the
normal number of participants
for a Pre-COP.

Acknowledging that “there are
too many things out there divid-
ing our world at this moment,”
the COP28 President declared,
“Now more than ever we need
to unite on climate and deliver a
clear message of hope, solidary,
stability and prosperity. We need

to show that the international
community can deliver and send
a clear signal that keeps 1.5 with-
inreach.”

Al Jaber pointed out that be-
fore the Paris Agreement, the
world was heading for more than
four degrees of warming but is
now on course for warming of
two to three degrees, accord-
ing to the latest reports, “We are
heading in the right direction,
but nowhere near fast enough,”
he warned.

Parties “must do better” in for-
mulating agreements on issues

than they had done at previous
conferences, Al Jaber stated. “We
have no time to waste on disu-
nity,” he warned. “We must look
beyond short-term thinking; we
must end the excuses and delays,
and redefine our self-interest as
a common interest.”

“Let this process prove that
multilateralism still works. I be-
lieve we can fulfil our responsi-
bility. I know that we must.”

The COP28 President reiter-
ated the need to deliver a robust
response to the Global Stocktake
and put the world back on track

on delivering the goals of the Par-
is Climate Agreement. He high-
lighted key areas of focus, includ-
ing a strong mitigation outcome,
a comprehensive adaptation
agreement, and “groundbreak-
ing solutions” on finance.

“That includes delivering on
the fund and funding arrange-
ments for loss and damage,” he
added. “What was promised in
Sharm el Sheikh must be deliv-
ered in Dubai.”

“We need solid solutions for
a 43 per cent cut in emissions
by 2030 because that is exactly

what the science tells us,” Al
Jaber said.

On the issue of fossil fuels, he
said, “I know there are strong
views about the idea of includ-
ing language on fossil fuels and
renewables in the negotiated
text. I need you to work together
to come forward with solutions
that can achieve alignment,
common ground and consensus
between all parties. We must be
responsible. We must be prag-
matic. And we must leave no one
behind.”

Updating the meeting on pol-

icy, the COP28 President said,
“More than 20 oil and gas com-
panies have answered COP28’s
call to end methane emissions
by 2030.

And I see positive momentum
as more are joining. And we are
engaging with all high-emitting
sectors, like heavy transporta-
tion, aluminium, steel and ce-
ment, to lay out credible decar-
bonisation plans.”

On finance, Dr Al Jaber em-
phasised the importance of en-
suring capital flows to where it is
most needed, notably the Global
South and of rebuilding trust in
developing nations. ANI
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Large mlgrant caravan sets off for US from southern Mexico

being able to obtain humanitarian visas.
Some migrants even offered to help re-
covery efforts in the port of Acapulco,
which was devastated by a hurricane
last week, but did not get a response
from the authorities, he added.

The government’s National Migration
Institute did not immediately reply to a
request for comment.

Many migrants are fleeing poverty and
political instability in their homelands,
and this year has seen record numbers
crossing the Darien Gap region connect-
ing Panama and Colombia.

Millions of Venezuelans have left
home due to the economic crisis plagu-
ing the once-prosperous oil producing
country.

“In Venezuela things are very tough,
we can’t live with the money we get, it’s
not enough for us, and that’s why we’re
going to the United States,” said Oscar
Gutierrez, a Venezuelan migrant trave-
ling with his wife and two daughters.

Tropical storm Pilar formed off Cen-
tral America in the Pacific on Monday,
and threatens to dump heavy rain on
the region and parts of southern Mexico.

Israel-Hamas conflict; Chma calls for cessatlon of hostilities

MEXICO CITY

A large migrant caravan compris-
ing many Central Americans and
Venezuelans left southern Mexico
on Monday for the United States, or-
ganizers and officials said, as Wash-
ington grapples with renewed pres-
sure on its southern border.

Officials in the southern state of
Chiapas said some 3,500 people set
off on foot from the city of Tapa-
chula near the Guatemalan border,
while one of the caravan’s organiz-
ers, Irineo Mujica, said there were
around 5,000 in the group.

US President Joe Biden, who is
seeking reelection next year, is un-
der pressure to curb the number
of people crossing illegally into the
United States from Mexico.

Most of the latest caravan are from
Cuba, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti,
Honduras and Venezuela, according
to Mujica.

Escorted by civil protection offi-
cials and ambulances, the migrants

Migrants start walking north on their way to Mexico City from Tapachula, Chiapas state, Mexico,
April 23, 2023. AP

were walking on a coastal highway around north of where they started.
midday, planning to spend the night in the Mujica said the migrants opted to leave
municipality of Huehuetan, about 25 km Tapachula due to frustration about not
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Malawi’s Climate Change Minister
praises UAE’s COP28 preparations

DUBAI

MALAWT'S Minister of Natural Resources and Climate
Change Michael Osei has praised the UAE’s exceptional
work in organising COP28, especially its inclusion of small
island states and donors.

In an interview with the Emirates News Agency (WAM),
Minister Osei outlined several goals for Malawi’s participa-
tion in the UN Climate Change Conference, including in-
creasing support for country programmes and expanding
funding. He stressed that this will require honest discus-
sions and solutions to the challenges that have disrupted the
smooth flow of funding.

Minister Osei also confirmed that the Malawian govern-
ment will be represented at the highest level at COP28, dem-
onstrating its commitment to the process and ensuring that
climate finance issues are discussed at the top level.

He expressed optimism that the conference, which is be-
ing held in the UAE this time, will deliver exceptional results.

Minister Osei said that it is necessary to be open with each
other to discuss the root causes of the challenges surround-
ing climate finance, with a focus on financing adaptation
to climate change as the main issue. He also emphasised
the need for teamwork and understanding the impact that
countries have suffered.

Osei also said that it is crucial to consider the issues of
recovery from the impact of climate change, as without re-
covery, it will be difficult to address adaptation, mitigation,
loss, and damage issues. He stressed the need to consider all
aspects of climate finance and climate impacts.

Minister Osei expressed confidence that Malawi will ben-

UNITED NATIONS

A Chinese envoy on Monday
called for an immediate cessa-
tion of hostilities in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

The UN General Assembly
on Friday adopted by an over-
whelming majority a resolution
calling for an immediate and du-
rable humanitarian truce, which
has pointed in the right direction,
said Zhang Jun, China’s perma-
nent representative to the United
Nations.

China solemnly calls on the
parties to the conflict to cease
all hostilities, disengage immedi-
ately, put in place a humanitarian
truce, and make every effort to
prevent the situation from esca-

lating further, he said.

China solemnly calls on Israel,
as the occupying power, to fulfill
its obligations under internation-
al humanitarian law, lift its full
siege on Gaza, immediately re-
scind its emergency evacuation
order, and expeditiously restore
the supply of basic necessities
SO as to prevent an even larger
humanitarian disaster, the envoy
added. China also calls for great-
er diplomatic efforts to facilitate
the release of hostages without
delay and to work on this basis to
open up space for dialogue, so as
to return to the track of a political
settlement, he said.

China calls on a certain major
country with special influence
on the parties concerned to put

Palestinians look for survivors after an Israeli strike in Rafah, Gaza Strip

yesterday. AP

aside its self-interests and geopo-
litical considerations and make

Top official:

LONDON

FORMER British Prime Min-
ister Boris Johnson’s approach
to dealing with the COVID-19
pandemic was “mad and danger-
ous” and his constant indecision
made it “impossible” to tackle
the virus, the government’s top
civil servant told officials.

The exchanges between Si-
mon Case, the government’s
most senior official, and officials
in which he also described Brit-
ain’s response in 2020 as a “ter-
rible, tragic joke”, were shown
on Monday to the inquiry into
how the government handled
the worst health crisis in almost
a century.

In the autumn of 2020 when
the government was discussing
how to suppress the virus, Case
said of Johnson: “He cannot lead
and we cannot support him un-
der these circumstances. The
team captain cannot change the

call on the big plays every day.”
He then wrote in capital letters:

|

“IT HAS TO STOP”.

Months earlier when the gov-

every effort to stop the war and
restore peace, he said.

ernment was reopening after the
first lockdown, Case said Johnson
wanted to let the virus “rip” and
compared Johnson’s approach
to the way US President Donald
Trump and Brazilian President
Jair Bolsonaro, who were known
for dismissing the threat of COV-
ID, were handling the crisis.

“This is in danger of becoming
Trump/Bolsonaro level mad and
dangerous,” Case told other col-
leagues.

A spokesman for Johnson, who
will appear as a witness in the in-
quiry in the future, declined to
comment.

The messages were released
at the start of the week where a
number of Johnson’s senior of-
ficials are giving testimony that
will reveal how his government
worked during the pandemic.

Martin Reynolds, Johnson’s
former principal private secre-
tary who appeared before the in-
quiry on Monday, said there was

The decades-old Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict has shown that
military means is not the solu-
tion. Absolute security cannot be
achieved by imposing collective
punishment on civilians, said
Zhang.

“We call on the parties to the
conflict to abandon their blind
faith in the use of force and to
commit themselves to breaking
the cycle of violence and achiev-
ing common security.” he said.

The council has so far held sev-
eral meetings on the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict, he said, adding
China once again calls on the
council to strengthen unity, build
consensus, and take responsible
and meaningful actions as soon
as possible. Xinhua

: Boris’s response to COVID was mad and dangerous

a culture of dysfunctionality and
misogyny at the heart of govern-
ment during the crisis.

Reynolds revealed that he and
another colleague wrote a report
in May 2020 recommending re-
form of the way Johnson’s team
was operating to address the
government’s “suboptimal” han-
dling of the first phase of COVID.

Asked whether the report
showed “dysfunctionality, lack
of discipline, chaos and a signifi-
cant degree of misogyny”, Reyn-
olds said he agreed.

Reynolds said there was “su-
perhero culture” among some
officials.

“In terms of the diversity of
decision-making, in terms of the
treatment of women, I agree. I
think that remains an ongoing
cultural issue, which I think we
could have done more to ad-
dress,” Reynolds said.

Agencies

efit from this collective effort, noting that everything being
discussed is relevant to Malawi’s needs and aspirations.

On Malawi’s efforts to address the impacts of climate
change, Minister Osei said that the country is moving to-
wards a comprehensive approach, rather than just a pro-
ject-focused approach to ensure that no one is left behind.

Regarding Malawi’s projects to reduce the impacts of cli-
mate change, especially on the agricultural sector, Minister
Osei pointed to the launch of large-scale commercial farms
based on new technologies by the President of Malawi. He
said that this ongoing approach aims to help Malawi pro-
duce enough food to meet its needs and sell the surplus.

Minister Osei said that Malawi is considering the impact
of climate change on multiple sectors, including agricul-
ture, health, and housing. He emphasised the importance
of building infrastructure that is resistant to the impacts of
climate change, such as cyclones and floods. ANI

Achieving food security, energy transition
instrumental to realise SDGs in Africa-UNECA

ADDIS ABABA

THE United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UN-
ECA) said on Monday that achieving food security and en-
ergy transition is instrumental to realizing the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) in Africa.

The UNECA said in a statement that with the global econ-
omy still grappling with the repercussions of the COVID-19
pandemic and the effects of the Russia-Ukrain conflict on
food and energy prices, achieving food security and energy
transition is of paramount importance for African countries,
particularly the North and West African regions.

According to the UNECA, the combined effects of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic and the Russia-Ukrain conflict are increas-
ing borrowing costs and debt service in Africa, which is fur-
ther exacerbated by the disproportionate impact of climate
change which costs African countries 2 to 9 percent of state
budgets.

It said amid the cascading crises, the food and energy se-
curity in North and West Africa experienced major setbacks.
Figures from the UNECA show that between 2019 and 2022,
almost 25 million additional people suffered from under-
nourishment in both regions combined.

The UNECA made the call ahead of its upcoming meeting
of the joint Intergovernmental Committee of Senior Officials
and Experts (ICSOE) for North and West Aftrica, slated to be
held on Nov. 1-3 in the Ghanian capital of Accra.

The joint meeting is expected to bring together representa-
tives of 22 North and West African countries, along with rep-
resentatives from regional economic communities from the
two regions.

Gaza conflict key driver behind Tiirkiye’s move to unblock Sweden’s NATO accession

ANKARA

TURKIYE has unblocked Sweden’s
NATO accession protocol after more
than a year of delays, a move that ana-
lysts say is driven by the ongoing Is-
raeli-Palestinian conflict and Ankara’s
efforts to secure a fighter jet deal with
the United States.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan submitted the protocol to
parliament for ratification on Oct. 23,
with the parliament’s foreign relations
committee set to review it before a fi-
nal vote at the Grand National Assem-
bly, where Erdogan’s ruling coalition
has the majority.

In July, during a NATO summit in
Vilnius, Lithuania, Erdogan was com-
mitted to presenting Sweden’s NATO
membership bid to the parliament,
but no progress had been made until
recently.

Sweden abandoned its long-stand-
ing policy of non-alignment and ap-
plied to join NATO last year following
the Russia-Ukraine conflict. Tiirkiye
and Hungary are the only NATO mem-
bers yet to ratify its accession.

A source in parliament, who spoke
on the condition of anonymity, told

Xinhua that the protocol could be
voted on in 15 days “if everything goes
according to plan,” but warned of pos-
sible “complications” that could delay
the ratification.

Analysts point out that the Gaza
conflict is a significant factor in Er-
dogan’s decision to push forward the
ratification process, noting that the
Turkish leader is trying to balance his
support for Palestine, popular among
his ruling party’s base, with Western
capitals’ views of his government. “Er-
dogan is very keen on a mediator role
in the conflict.

US. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken skipped Ankara in his recent
Middle East trips, and the U.S. has sig-
naled its willingness to involve Tiir-
kiye in issues concerning Gaza only if
Sweden’s NATO entry is ratified,” said
Soner Cagaptay, an expert on Tiirkiye
at the Washington Institute.

Serkan Demirtas, an Ankara-based
analyst and journalist, also noted this
decision to ratify Sweden’s NATO ac-
cession can be seen as a way to bal-
ance relations with the West at a time
when Erdogan is openly critical of =
Israel’s military actions. Erdogan has
repeatedly accused the West of failing

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan

to stop the Israeli offensive in Gaza and criticized Israel’s
attacks on Gaza since the conflict broke out on Oct. 7. Er-
dogan also opposed the U.S. deployment of two aircraft
carriers to the eastern Mediterranean and said the NATO
ally has no role in the conflict.

The Turkish leader’s public criticism of Israel and
Western countries has found favor among many in Tiir-
kiye but has faced opposition from the Israeli govern-
ment, setting the country apart from the positions of
most NATO members.

Moreover, Tiirkiye also tries to link its request to buy
40 new F-16s from the U.S. with the advancement of Swe-
den’s NATO membership.

Cagaptay said if the Biden administration requested to
sell F-16s to Tiirkiye soon, the Turkish parliament would
likely ratify Sweden’s NATO membership quickly.

But he said it was unclear whether this would secure
the 20-billion-dollar deal for the 40 new F-16s that Tiir-
kiye wants.

The situation is complicated by several key U.S. law-
makers who have raised concerns about authorizing the
sale of fighter jets to Tiirkiye over issues unrelated to
Sweden’s NATO accession.

In addition to the NATO accession of Sweden and the
Israel-Hamas conflict, Ankara and Washington face other
challenges, particularly in Syria, where Tiirkiye consid-
ers Kurdish fighters, supported by the U.S. in the battle
against the Islamic State, as terrorists. Tensions escalated
on Oct. 5 when a U.S. F-16 downed a Turkish drone ap-
proaching U.S. forces in northern Syria.
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Dar es Salaam’s wheelchair basketballers take part in training at Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete Youth Park’s
courts recently. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

Aziz Ki voted Yanga's Player of the Month for October

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

STEPHANE Azizi Ki has been voted as
Young Africans SC’s men’s Player of the
Month for October by the club’s supporters.

The attacking midfielder played a major
part in helping Young Africans SC, alias
Yanga, to amass nine points from a possible
12 in the NBC Premier League. He scored four
of the 10 goals scored by Yanga in October’s
league games.

Aziz Ki’s excellent showing in October
began with him scoring against Geita Gold
FC in Yanga’s resounding 3-1 win in Mwanza.

The Burkina Faso international then
scored a hat-trick against Azam FC to help the
NBC Premier League defending champions
reclaim the top spot.

Against the then-unbeaten Azam FC at a
game played at Benjamin Mkapa Stadium
last week, Azizi Ki handed Yanga the lead
nine minutes into the game.

The midfielder cut through Azam FC’s
Senegalese defender, Malickou Ndoye, to
slot the ball past the on-rushing Ghanaian
goalkeeper Abdullai Idrissu.

However Azam FC replied 10 minutes later
through Gambian winger Gibrill Sillah.

After the break, Aziz Ki took center stage
once again when he equalized for Yanga in
the 68th minute.

His thundering free kick was spilled into
the net by goalkeeper Idrissu to level the
scoreboard. Prince Dube had scored for
Azam FC from the spot kick at the hour mark.

A third goal would follow for Aziz Ki when

he beautifully connected home a through
pass from Khalid Aucho in the 72nd minute
despite heavy protests from the Azam FC
players and coaching staff who felt the
referee should have blown the whistle for a
foul on center-back Daniel Amoah.

That impressive form saw him receive the
major percent of the votes ahead of fellow
contenders Dickson Job and Max Nzegeli.

He is the first player to win the Jangwani
Street-based squad’s monthly award
launched recently. The award comes with a
4m/- cheque from sponsor NIC Insurance.

Under the tutelage of Miguel Gamondi,
Aziz Ki has become one of Yanga’s most
important players, having netted 10 goals for
the club in all competitions this season.

Cash windfall awaits Gor Mahia
in kit deal with Tanzanian firm

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi & Agencies

FOOTBALL Kenya Federation Premier
League giants, Gor Mahia, are on the brink
of a groundbreaking sponsorship deal with
a renowned kit manufacturer in East Africa,
Tanzania’s GSM Group.

This seismic shift comes as Gor Mahia’s current
partnership with Umbro, initiated in 2020 with a
stipulated three-year term, nears its end.

While the financial specifics of the forthcoming
partnership are yet to be unveiled, all signs point
to this being a game-changer for the Kenyan
football juggernauts.

Under the existing arrangement with Umbro,
the technical staff and management of Gor
Mahia have enjoyed a steady supply of branded
apparel, equipment, and luggage for the past
three seasons, nurturing a strong foundation
for success. According to Gor Mahia’s Secretary-
General, Sammy Ochola, this move toward a new
partnership was inspired by a benchmarking trip
to Dar es Salaam, where he met Yanga’s president,
Hersi Said.

“Yanga and Gor Mahia FC share a lot in
common in terms of football success in this
region,” Ochola stated.

The official pointed out: “Hersi Said told me
that he understands Gor Mahia as a big club,
and sought a partnership with us to bolster the
development and sustainability of the sport.”

Ochola noted: “Tam also glad that soon we shall
sign a kitting deal for five years with the sports
apparel manufacturer GSM Group, beginning
next season.”

“The deal will see GSM Group distribute replica
jerseys throughout the country and kit our team
gallantly. Hersi Said is the CEO of GSM Group
and he’s happy to be associated with the most
successful club in the region, Gor Mahia FC,” the

official pointed out.

GSM Group, a company that already outfits
Tanzania’s record champions, Yanga, has several
other clubs in the Mainland Tanzania Premier
League adorned with the firm’s label.

Inasimilar deal inked with Yanga in September
2022, the sponsorship was valued at a staggering
10.9bn/- (Ksh 655 million).

Hersi Said, GSM Group’s CEO, shed light on the
specifics of the Yanga agreement, revealing it was
divided into two parts.

“The contract, which is divided into two parts,
involves the first contract for the production
and distribution of jerseys as well as various
club products, in which every year GSM Group
will pay Yanga 1.5bn/- (Ksh 90 million), which
will increase by 10% and make the total value
1.915bn/- (Ksh 541 million) within five years,”
Hersi revealed during the unveiling,

“The second contract will be a guarantee,
where GSM Group will pay 300m/- per year (Ksh
18 million), which will be increasing by 10% every
year for five years, making the total 1.83bn/- (Ksh
108 million) for five years. The second contract
allows GSM Group to place its logo on the jersey.”

The agreements promise a substantial
windfall for Yanga, with an estimated return
of approximately 10.9bn/- (Ksh 655 million), a
monumental blessing for the club that continues
tostrengthenits positionin the footballlandscape.
As the ink on this thrilling partnership which is
now in its second season dries, football fans are
eagerly awaiting the official financial details and
the unique features of the collaboration that will
shape the future of Gor Mahia.

With GSM Group’s track record of success and
the firm’s investment in East African football,
there isno doubt that this deal has the potential to
reshape the club’s destiny and set new standards
for football sponsorships in the region.

SPORTS

Kilimanjaro Queens step up pursuit of
Women’s Cricket Premier League trophy

By Guardian Reporter

SWAUMU Godfrey showcased her
prowess at the crease as Kilimanjaro
Queens stepped up their pursuit of the
top honour in the inaugural Tanzania
Women’s Cricket Premier League after
defeating Usambara Queens by 42 runs
on Sunday.

The third-placed Kilimanjaro Queens
have, for that matter, garnered their
second successive win after commanding
a 46-run win over Mount Meru Queens
the same weekend.

Kilimanjaro Queens posted 164/3 in 20
overs after they had gone in to bat first in
the encounter against Usambara Queens
at Leaders Club ground in Dar es Salaam,
with opening batters coming in handy for
the former.

The opening batting pair of Swaumu
Godfrey and Fatuma Kibasu was in great
form at the crease and had Kilimanjaro
Queens amassing 71 runs when Fatuma
was dismissed after 8.2 overs.

The team skipper that notched 30 runs
was stumped by Usambara Queens’ Zulfa
Hussein from Sheila Shamte’s bowling,
leaving Swaumu to carry on the outfit’s
batting onslaught.

There was a drawback brought about
by the dismissal of top-order performer,
Nasra Hamza, fellow top-order player
Swaumu Deo nevertheless kept on
improving the total after posting 15 runs.

Zuhura Masudi partnered with Swaumu
to have Kilimanjaro Queens wrapping up
their batting stint with a convincing triple-
digit score.

Zuhura notched eight runs not out
and Swaumu had the best outing, having
ended with 86 runs not out whilst clearing
the boundary on seven occasions.

Nineteen extra runs that were given
away by Usambara Queens, which
included two leg byes, 16 wides, and
one no ball were somewhat of a boost to
Kilimanjaro Queens’ score.

_{‘:"‘ Rl =
adiws

7

- TANZANIA cRy,
—_— \GUE o
® PREMIER LeAGyy 2?15::
- PLAYER OF THE matcy
wines THIRTY THOUSAND oy

oe Sl = -
[ R — =

\? . s | (V)] t

Swaumu Godfrey of Kilimanjaro Queens (R) is presented
with the Player of the Match prize by senior cricketer,
Athumani Siwa, when the former’s squad came up against
Usambara Queens in this season’s Tanzania Women's
Cricket Premier League tie at Leaders Club ground in Dar es
Salaam last weekend. PHOTO: COURTESY OF TANZANIA
CRICKET ASSOCIATION

Hudaa Mrisho, skipper Perice Zakayo, and Sheila were
the bowlers who attempted to stamp their authority for
Usambara Queens after taking a wicket each.

Reaching the tricky target of 165 runs set up by
Kilimanjaro Queens happened to be a tall order for
Usambara Queens, as the latter amassed 122/7 in 20
overs. The Perice-led Usambara Queens got off to a
wobbly start in the squad’s chase, in which one of the
openers Mwanaidi Amani had a brief spell that witnessed
the performer posting six runs.

The fellow opener Hudaa Mrisho lasted a bit longer at
the crease and chipped in with 16 runs and the efforts to
mount a successful chase secured a boost when Perice
took the crease.

The skipper went on to register 27 runs which pushed
Usambara Queens’ score to 59 runs after 12.1 overs, at the
time the top-order player returned to the pavilion.

The fielding squad’s Sharifa Rashidi curtailed Perice’s
efforts to make her stay at the crease longer, going for a
catch to send the batter out off a Maimuna Fikiri delivery.

Except for Swaumu Borakambi, who was the batter
with the most runs having posted 33 runs not out, there
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was little to write home
about in terms of the
middle and low-order
performers’ contribution.

Even though Swaumu
had an unbeaten
partnership with Nice
George that chipped in
with seven runs not out,
the duo could not have
Usambara Queens living
up to expectations.

Mariam Hussein’s
221 in four overs and
Fatuma’s 2-8 in four overs
had Kilimanjaro Queens
dashing away Usambara
Queens’ hopes of getting
down to a successful
chase.

Swaumu was ultimately
voted as the Player of the
Match for her batting
exploits which won the tie
for Kilimanjaro Queens.

The Tanzania Cricket
Association (TCA)-
organized Tanzania
Women'’s Cricket Premier
League has Mount Meru
Queens, Ngorongoro
Queens, Usambara
Queens, and Kilimanjaro
Queens taking part in
it, aiming to raise the
standard of women’s
cricket domestically.

Dafa News is the main
sponsor of the league
which is also supported
by Unity Computers,

Sports Box, Delaware
Investments, Reliance
Insurance Tanzania,
Gl Security, Meru, and
General Petroleum
Tanzania.
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Simba SC players are pictured participating in training at Mo Simba Arena, Bunju in Dar es Salaam recently in preparation for various
tournaments including the 2023/24 NBC Premier League and CAF Champions League. PHOTO: COURTESY OF SIMBA SC

Simba SC coach concedes sloppiness as he
strengthens defence ahead of Dar derby

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

SIMBA SC head coach Roberto Oliveira
has conceded the outfit experiences
sloppiness in defense as he works to
strengthen his charges ahead of this
season’s NBC Premier League duel against
Yanga which will take place at Benjamin
Mkapa Stadium in Dar es Salaam on
Sunday.

The side, which was recently knocked
out of the inaugural African Football
League (AFL), has allowed at least one goal
in the last six fixtures in all competitions
including three against Al Ahly in both legs
of the AFL.

The ‘Msimbazi Reds’, as Simba SC is
affectionately known, is unbeaten in all
competitions this year despite bowing
out of the AFL last week following the
3-3 aggregate scoreline against African
champions Al Ahly.

Oliveira’s side lastly kept a clean sheet in
a league encounter against Coastal Union
on September 21 to mark their fourth
clean sheet of the season from 12 games in

all competitions.

The Brazilian gaffer is aware of the striking force that
Yanga possesses in the domestic league as the side’s
attacking line has Stephane Aziz Ki, Pacome Zouzoua, and
Maxi Nzengeli combined to notch 14 goals, with their side
posting 20 goals in the top-flight.

Oliveira pointed out: “It is true that we have been
conceding goals, which we are not happy about and it is
not good for us, especially with the objective we have set
for ourselves.”

“Every day in training we have been working on it but
these mistakes keep emerging. I have a new backline, a
young goalie so we expect things like these at times.”

“At the moment we have limited time before our next
game, we will do our best to work on the defensive area to
ensure that those mistakes are reduced,” Oliveira revealed.

“I label them as minimal mistakes made by the players,
credits where it's due, they have been doing a great job to
make sure we are safe,” Oliveira noted.

The Brazilian insisted: “I think it’s not the time to blame
them because they have been more productive on our ball
progression.”

Simba SC has converted 16 goals from six NBC Premier
League games while allowing five goals, and their rival has
conceded four goals in the process.

Oliveira, alias ‘Robertinho’, has settled his goalkeeping

first-choice discussion
as Ally Salim becomes
number one in the absence
of Aishi Manula while
Moroccan goalie, Ayoub
Lakred, sits on the bench as
number two.

Che Malone Fondoh
and Henock Inonga will
retain their center-back
partnership while Shomari
Kapombe and Mohamed
Hussein are undisputed
at fullback roles ahead of
their tie against Yanga.

The Msimbazi Street
squad has maintained
an undefeated streak
stretching six matches this
season to accumulate 18
points from six matches.

They still have a game in
hand to gain an edge over
Yanga, which has the same
number of points as the
former, but the latter has
the better goal difference.
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Messi not thinking about long-term future
after claiming eighth Ballon d'Or

PARIS

LIONEL Messi said Monday he was
not thinking about his long-term fu-
ture as he sought to enjoy winning
the eighth Ballon d'Or of his storied
career.

Messi, 36, succeeded Karim Benze-
ma as winner of the prize, awarded
on the back of his performances last
season, when he inspired Argentina
to glory at the World Cup in Qatar.

“The last one I won was also
thanks to what we achieved with the
Argentine national team in the Copa
America (in 2021), but this one is
much more special because it comes
after we won the World Cup,” Messi
told various media including AFP af-
ter collecting his award at a ceremo-
ny in Paris.

“That s the trophy everyone wants
to win the most, and it was a dream
come true for me, my teammates
and my country.”

He dragged Argentina to a victory
in Qatar that crowned his remark-
able career and allowed him to see
off stiff competition for the Ballon
d’Or from Kylian Mbappe and Erling
Haaland in particular.

Haaland came second in the final
voting, with Mbappe third and Kevin
De Bruyne in fourth place.

Former Barcelona superstar
Messi scored seven times at the

World Cup and was named the tour-
nament’s best player after Argentina
beat France on penalties in the final
in Doha.

Yet Messi, who won his first Bal-
lon d'Or in 2009, also had an under-
whelming final season at Paris Saint-
Germain, before leaving to play for
Inter Miami in Major League Soccer.

He played down suggestions he
could come back for another Ballon
d’Or, possibly after the next World
Cup in 2026, when he will be 39.

“I am not thinking about the long-
term future. I am just enjoying the
day to day at the moment,” he said.

“We have a Copa America coming
up in the United States, where I am
now, in which we are the holders, so
I am looking forward to coming into
that in good shape and then just see
how I am getting on from there.”

Messi admitted on his return to the
French capital that his two-year stint
at PSG had not turned out the way he
imagined upon signing from Barce-
lona in 2021.

“Things didn’t turn out as I hoped
but I enjoyed the city a lot, and my
kids liked it a lot and found it hard to
leave,” he said.

“It is a spectacular city and I was
lucky to live here. Football-wise it did
not go the way I hoped but I prefer
to remember the many good things.”

AFP

French football under microscope
after Lyon team bus attack

PARIS

FRENCH football clubs on Monday came under intense pressure to
bring their supporters under control after Lyon coach Fabio Grosso suf-
fered cuts to his face when his team’s bus was pelted with stones near
Marseille’s stadium.

Sunday’s Ligue 1 match between Marseille and Lyon was postponed
after the attack on the bus on its way to the Velodrome.

Grosso’s face was left bloodied and his assistant Raffaele Longo was
also injured. A club source said Grosso had also been experiencing dizzy
spells.

TV pictures showed Grosso with a bandage on his head as he emerged
from the stadium’s medical room.

A photo circulating on X, formerly known as Twitter, appeared to
show Grosso lying on a stretcher with a cut above his left eye.

The match was postponed at Lyon’s request despite even though the
stadium was already half full.

It was the latest incident in an already trouble-scarred season in
France.

Sports Minister Amelie Oudea-Castera said the incidents were “unac-
ceptable” and called on the clubs to take firm and swift action.

“If it is proved that supporters were involved... then clubs cannot re-
main on the sidelines of that,” she told France 2 television. “All the au-
thorities in sport must be made responsible,” she added.

Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin said nine people had been arrest-
ed as a result of the incidents.

He said 500 officers had been on duty for the match between two of
French football’s best-supported clubs and so “there was no fault” on
the part of the police.

“It is up to the club to manage its supporters,” he said.

As the incidents took place outside the stadium, the clubs are not, in
theory, liable.

The French league’s director general Arnaud Rouger said: “This is not
our responsibility, but as with any incident we stand side by side with
the government and I fully support the words of Gerald Darmanin who
has called for a stronger penalties for the perpetrators of these particu-
larly serious incidents.”

In a related incident, Lyon fans were said to have aimed racist chants
at their Marseille counterparts on the approach to the stadium, which
could be punishable under the French league’s rules.

The alleged taunts lead the Marseille public prosecutor to announce
on Monday he was opening an investigation into “incitement to racial
hatred and racial insults”, offences punishable by up to five years in
prison.

“Some of the Lyon supporters made a number of Nazi salutes and
made monkey noises at the Marseille supporters,” public prosecutor
Nicolas Bessone told a press conference.

Marseille club president Pablo Longoria said he was disgusted by the
attack on the Lyon bus.

“These are completely unacceptable circumstances,” he said. “My first
thought is for Fabio Grosso, someone I respect and have known for a
long time. I went to see him as soon as I arrived at the stadium, I saw
how he was.”

The timing of the incidents is highly damaging for French football au-
thorities who are trying to negotiate a new deal TV rights deal.

Earlier this month, a match between Montpellier and Cler-
mont was abandoned after a firecracker was thrown on the pitch and
four men were arrested for attacking the Rodez goalkeeper at a Ligue 2
game in Bordeaux.

The French league also took action against Paris Saint-Germain for
homophobic chants by their supporters in the home match against Mar-
seille on September 24.

Last season, Nice were docked a point after their home game against
Marseille was abandoned because of fan violence, there was a pitch in-
vasion when Lille visited Lens and battles in the stands when Marseille
visited Angers.

In January, Paris FC and Lyon were both thrown out of the French Cup
after violence forced their tie to be called off at half-time.

With global stars Lionel Messi and Neymar having left Paris Saint-
Germain, the images of a bloodied Grosso and a postponed match as a
result of supporters’ violence will do little for the game’s marketability
in France, where the league is aiming to drive the rights sale up beyond
one billion euros ($1.06 billion).

AFP

Messi wins eighth Ballon d’Or as
Bonmati claims women’s award

PARIS

LIONEL Messi won the eighth
Ballon d’Or of his remarkable ca-
reer at a glittering ceremony in
Paris on Monday, while Spain’s
World Cup-winning star Aitana
Bonmati took the women’s prize.

For Messi, the trophy rewards,
above all else, his inspirational per-
formances at last year’s World Cup
in Qatar, when he dragged Argen-
tina to victory, scoring seven goals
and being named the tournament’s
best player.

It was the crowning moment of
his astonishing career, and it al-
lowed him to see off stiff compe-
tition, in particular from Erling
Haaland and Kylian Mbappe, to
take the award on the stage of the
Chatelet Theatre in Paris.

It was a return to the French cap-
ital after his departure from Paris
Saint-Germain in June and his sub-
sequent move to Inter Miami in
Major League Soccer.

“This is a gift to the whole Argen-
tina team for what we achieved,”
said Messi on stage after receiv-
ing his award from David Beck-
ham, the co-owner of Inter Miami.

Messi dedicated the trophy to
late Argentina legend Diego Mara-
dona, who would have celebrated
his 63rd birthday on Monday.

“Happy birthday Diego. This is
for you too,” he said.

Messi benefits from a recent
change which means the award
is based on a player’s record over
the last season, rather than over
the calendar year.

He won despite an underwhelm-
ing final season at PSG, even if he
was a Ligue 1 title winner.

- Mbappe, Haaland just miss out -

Mbappe was the star player in

Kidnapping of footballer’s father in Colombia: What we know

BOGOTA

A MASSIVE search is under way
for Liverpool winger Luis Diaz’s
father, kidnapped in Colombia Sat-
urday along with his wife, who has
since been released.

Police have been tightlipped
about details of the investigation,
but here is what we know:

*- The kidnapping -

Colombian media has reported
that Luis Manuel Diaz and Cilenis
Marulanda were kidnapped Sat-
urday by armed men with mo-
torcycles at a gas station in the
Indigenous family’s home town of
Barrancas, near the border with
Venezuela.

Footage from a security cam-
era, the location of which AFP has
verified, showed a high-end pickup
truck in the vicinity, followed by a
motorbike.

Hours after the kidnapping, Presi-
dent Gustavo Petro said the foot-
baller’s mother had been rescued,
but her husband was still unac-
counted for.

The search involves at least 200
police, soldiers, commando mem-
bers, cartographers, judicial police
and pilots of special search and res-
cue aircraft.

At a press conference Sunday, At-
torney General Francisco Barbosa
said the missing man “could be” in
Venezuela, without providing fur-
ther details.

*- The investigation -

Police chief General William
Salamanca said Monday his offic-
ers were doing a sweep “house by
house,” collecting information.

Police have offered a reward
equivalent to $48,000 leading to
information on Diaz’s whereabouts.

“We have information on people
who may have been linked to the
event. There was planning,” deputy
police director General Nicolas Za-
pata told reporters.

Colonel Giovanni Montanez,
director of the elite military unit
against kidnapping and extortion,
told Blu Radio that “so far no de-
mands have been made... no calls
have been received” for ransom.

Colombia is coordinating the
search in collaboration with the
Interpol office in Venezuela, said
Salamanca.

*- Armed groups -
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Lionel Messi and Aitana Bonmati with their trophies after winning the men’s and
women's Ballon d’Or awards on Monday. (Agencies)

that team, scoring 41 goals, and
was also the World Cup’s top scorer
with eight goals, including a hat-
trick in the final which France lost
to Argentina on penalties.

Yet he fell just short for the Bal-
lon d’Or, finishing third, while Nor-
way striker Haaland came second
after scoring 52 goals in 53 games
for the Manchester City team that
won the treble of English Premier
League, FA Cup and Champions
League.

Messi is 36 and won his first
Ballon d’'Or in 2009. With eight,
he is now three ahead of his old
rival Cristiano Ronaldo, the next
most decorated player in the his-
tory of the award.

It remains to be seen if Messi will
again feature in the running for the
prize, which is voted for by one
journalist in each of the top 100 na-
tions in the FIFA ranking.

“I am not thinking about the

long-term future. I am just enjoying
the day to day at the moment,” he
said.

Messi will struggle to hold off
the next wave of superstars, led
by Mbappe, Haaland and Real
Madrid’s Jude Bellingham, but his
World Cup performances made his
victory this time feel inevitable.

The women’s prize seemed even
more clear cut, as Bonmati was re-
warded for starring as Spain won
the World Cup in Australia in Au-
gust.

The 25-year-old midfielder was
named the best player at the World
Cup as the Spanish team overcame
off-field turbulence, including pro-
tests against their national federa-
tion and coach Jorge Vilda, to lift
the trophy.

- ‘Unique year’ -

Bonmati also starred as Barcelo-
na won the Champions League last
season and was recently named as

the UEFA Women’s Player of the
Year.

“It is difficult to improve on this.
It has been a unique year,” she told
various media including AFP.

“If anyone said to me when I
was little that T would play at the
Camp Nou, win the World Cup, two
Champions Leagues, a Ballon d’Or,
a UEFA award, these are extraordi-
nary things.”

She was one of four members
of the triumphant Spain team to
feature among the 30 nominees,
with Alba Redondo, Salma Paral-
luelo and full-back Olga Carmona,
who netted the winner in the final,
all shortlisted.

Last year’s Ballon d’Or win-
ner Alexia Putellas, also part of
that Spain side, was not nominated
after missing almost all of last sea-
son with a knee injury.

Australia’s Sam Kerr came sec-
ond with Paralluelo in third place.

Putellas had won the Ballon
d’Or in each of the previous two
campaigns. Norway’s Ada He-
gerberg won the inaugural award
in 2018 and USA star Megan Rapi-
noe succeeded her a year later.

Bellingham won the Kopa Tro-
phy for the best player of last sea-
son aged under 2.

The 20-year-old has started his
Madrid career with 13 goals in 13
games, although the prize rewards
his performances in his final cam-
paign with Borussia Dortmund.

Bellingham’s Madrid teammate,
the Brazil forward Vinicius Junior,
won the Socrates prize in recogni-
tion of his off-pitch work.

Messi’s Argentina colleague Emil-
iano Martinez won the Yashin Tro-
phy for the best goalkeeper of the
season.

Liverpool's teammate, Portugal’s Diogo Jota, dedicated his goal in a Premier League clash on Sunday against Nottingham

Forest to Diaz, who did not play. Agencies

Barrancas with its 38,000 inhabitants is in a northern part of Colombia
where criminal groups as well as rightwing paramilitary fighters, dissidents
of the now-defunct FARC armed group and ELN guerrillas, are known to
operate.

After being rescued, Diaz’s mother could not reveal “anything in particu-
lar” about her captors, said Montanez.

In six decades of civil conflict, Colombia has registered some 38,000 kid-
nappings, mainly by armed groups funding their operations through ran-
som money.

*- Who is Luis Manuel Diaz? -
The senior Diaz used to be an amateur coach at the only football school
in Barrancas, where his son showed promise from a very young age.
He is credited with aiding the meteoric rise of the Liverpool and Colom-

bia striker known as “Lucho” -- the
first Indigenous Colombian to make
it to world football’s top echelons.

In his hometown, resident Leon-
ardo Diaz, 41 (no relation), told AFP
he was “sad and dismayed” by the
kidnapping of a man he described
as “a humble person of the people.”

The younger Diaz has played for
his country 43 times and arrived at
Liverpool last year from Portuguese
club Porto.

He has played 11 games with Liver-
pool and scored three goals.

AFP

oWl s

| aM RUNNING Far
MY LIFe. WHAT

THe Mepacr/

| aM.. ForR

oVer YouR
peap BobY/




20 Wednesday 1 November 2023

www.ippmedia.com

Gliardian

" Namungo FCam
J {or consistency

By Guardian Correspondent

COASTAL Union will be looking to
make it two wins in a row in the NBC
Premier League when they host Na-
mungo FC at Mkwakwani Stadium
in Tanga this evening, with kick-off
slated for 7 p.m.

The tie will see Coastal Union
once again battle to push away from
the Premier League’s relegation
zone.

Both teams have been struggling
to perform well so far in the sea-
son. They have amassed six points
apiece and are only separated by
goal difference in the bottom half of

Messi wins eighth Ballon d'Or as
Bonmati claims women's award

Coastal Union players jubilate when the squad grabbed a goal in a 2023/24 NBC Premier League
tie against Mashujaa FCin Tanga last week. Coastal Union defeated Mashujaa FC2-0. PHOTO:
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Singida FG FC seeks first PL
home win against Ihefu SC

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

AFTER losing to Yanga in their previous game last
week, Singida Fountain Gate FC will attempt to get
back to winning ways this Wednesday afternoon
when the club hosts Thefu SC in the latest NBC Pre-
mier League fixture.

The visitors are currently just a single point above
the relegation zone, adding plenty of pressure onto
this particular fixture, which has its kick-off slated
for 4 pm at Liti Stadium.

Singida Fountain Gate FC followed up the club’s
impressive away victory over Namungo FC with a
2-0 loss to Yanga at the weekend, which led to them
dropping down to 10th place in the table.

They now find themselves just two points above
the relegation zone, which is a situation they will be
aiming to push away from as soon as possible, start-
ing with trying to grab maximum points today.

However, Singida Fountain Gate FC is yet to win a
single game at home in the NBC Premier League this
season, which is a run of form that head coach Ricar-
do Ferreira needs to change sooner rather than later.

In three home games, they lost to Simba SC while
drawing with Prisons and Tabora United.

Team manager Nizar Khalfan declared Thefu SC
presents them an opportunity to reverse the poor
home record and appease their fans.

“Briefly, I think we haven’'t won at home in any
match since the league started. So it’s a match that
the fans are looking forward to,” Khalfan said ahead
of the game. “And the team is focused on winning
because we have not made our fans happy since the
start of the league this season.”

Khalfan noted: “Therefore, it is a match in which
the players will give 200 percent so that we can win
at home for the first time.”

Coach Ferreira will continue to cope without first-
choice goalkeeper Benno Kakolanya, guaranteeing
back-to-back starts for Bennedict Haule.

Forward Frank Mkumbo and Kenyan center-back
Joash Onyango are close to returning and both may
be available to feature at some stage.

Meanwhile, Thefu SC will look to exploit this en-
counter, especially since a win for the side in mid-
week would guarantee the squad move above the
hosts in the league table.

There is only a single point between Singida Foun-
tain Gate FC and Thefu SC at the moment.

Thefu SC, nicknamed ‘Mbogo Maji’, has a tendency
to show up in big games, having already beaten Yan-
ga this campaign, and the Mbeya club’s head coach
Moses Basena will have had more weeks to under-
stand his team since his appointment.

However, Ihefu SC is having an unimpressive form
on the road, given the side has lost all of its past five
road trips including three this season.

‘el
4

Singida Fountain Gate FC's head coach Ricardo Fer-
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Azam FC and Mashujaa FC
desperate to get back on track

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

AZAM FC will be looking to end
a two-game winless run in the NBC
Premier League when the club
makes the trip to Kigoma to face
hosts Mashujaa FC at Lake Tangan-
yika Stadium this afternoon.

After seven matches in the
books, the visitors from Chamazi
find themselves sitting third in the
table- five points behind leaders
Young Africans SC, alias Yanga, and
second-placed Simba SC.

It might be early into the season,
but the NC Premier League title
race is unforgiving, and there is no
room for complacency.

Thelast week has been disastrous
for Azam FC’s technical bench led
by head coach Youssouph Dabo.

With consecutive losses, the
most recent being a defeat at the
hands of Namungo FC, pressure
is mounting, and a strong perfor-
mance against Mashujaa FC is not
just desired- it is essential.

Senegalese coach Dabo will be
aware that his team’s defensive
deficiencies cannot continue if
they are to challenge Simba SC and
Yanga this term, and they have now
conceded three goals in each of
their last two league matches.

With diminished confidence,
starts could therefore be handed
to fringe players such as forward
Ayoub Lyanga, fullback Nathaniel
Chilambo, backup goalkeeper Ali
Ahamada, and winger Kipre Junior.

Despite Azam FC’s recent slump,
the outfit is still the third-highest
scorer in the division, having net-
ted 13 goals in seven outings (1.9
goals per game).

Midfielder Feisal Salum, striker
Prince Dube, and winger Iddy Sele-
mani have been their go-to men for
goals this season.

Meanwhile, Mashujaa FC suf-
fered a 2-0 defeat to Coastal Union
in Tanga last time out, conceding
16 shots while failing to keep the
home attack at bay.

The Kigoma club has now man-
aged to win just one of the outfit’s
previous five league encounters,
recording two draws and two loss-
es in the process.

In terms of the bigger picture,
Mashujaa FC, coached by Mo-
hamed Abdallah ‘Baresi’, has taken
eight points from a possible 21 this
term, leaving the club in the bot-
tom half of the table and only two
points clear of the relegation zone.

Azam FCforwards, Ayoub Lyanga (R), and Allasane Diao engage in the side’s training at Azam
Complex Stadium in Dar es Salaam recently to prepare for the 2023/24 NBC Premier League

fixtures. PHOTO: COURTESY OF AZAMFC

With a measly four goals to their name,
Mashujaa FC has scored the fewest NBC
Premier League goals this season.

They have not found the back of the net
in their past three games. That said, they
possess the best defensive records in the
division, as no other side has conceded
fewer goals in 2023-24 than the three they
have let in.

Far more positive for Baresi is that
Mashujaa FC is unbeaten in the club’s three
home games, with 2-O wins against Kagera
Sugar and Thefu SC and a 0-O draw with
Geita Gold FC.

In head-to-head records, this is the first-
ever competitive meeting between Azam
FC and Mashujaa FC.
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the standings.

Coastal Union claimed a 2-0 vic-
tory over Mashujaa FC last week,
courtesy of goals netted by Khamis
Bakari and Lucas Kikoti. It was their
first win of the season having played
seven matches.

‘Wagosi wa Kaya’, as Coastal
Union is affectionately known, is oc-
cupying the second bottom spot in
the NBC Premier League standings.

The squad is a point behind 12th-
placed Tanzania Prisons and stands
to move away from the relegation
zone with a win over Namungo FC.

The early struggles have pushed
out the Tanga squad’s head coach
Mwinyi Zahera. This will be the
club’s first assignment without the
former head coach as Fikirini Ma-
hiza takes over from the Congolese
gaffer.

Interim head coach Mahiza has
taken encouragement from their
last performance and acknowledg-
es the difference against most of the
teams they have faced came down
to a lack of goals.

As much as changes are to be ex-
pected, goalkeeper Ley Matampi
is one player who should keep his
number.

The veteran Congolese goal-
keeper was outstanding in the most
recent clashes against Thefu SC and
Mashujaa FC, keeping his back-to-
back clean sheets.

Coastal Union’s goal came under
siege and Matampi was the differ-
ence between one point and none
against Thefu SC as he pulled off a
string of fine saves to keep the latter,
alias ‘Mbogo Maji’, at bay.

There are no suspension con-
cerns and the Tanga-based side is
yet to report any injuries coming
into this encounter.

Taking charge of his first official
game, it would not be a surprise to
see Mahiza make a few alterations
to the squad that started against
Mashujaa FC.

Meanwhile, Namungo FC
breathed a sigh of relief when they
defeated Azam FC 3-1 in their last
game, snapping a six-match winless
run.

Following a tough start to the sea-
son under Burundian gaffer Cedric
Kaze, in which they went six games
without victory, Namungo FC, pop-
ularly known as ‘Southern Killers’,
turned to their former coach Den-
nis Kitambi to take over.

After thumping Azam FC on Sat-
urday, Kitambi will be targeting to
inspire victory in his first two league
games at the helm.

In head-to-head records, this will
be the ninth league meeting since
2020/21. Namungo FC has been
more successful historically with
three wins, three draws, and just
two losses in the last eight league
clashes against Coastal Union.

The Lindi-based squad picked
a draw when the outfit last visited
Mkwakwani Stadium in January this
year.
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