
 By Guardian Reporter

FRENCH construction group Bouygues Bâti-
ment International (BBI) is being solicited to 
start the renovation of Terminal II of the Julius 
Nyerere International Airport ( JNIA), which it 
built in the early 1980s.

FINANCE and Planning minister Dr Mwigulu 
Nchemba yesterday held talks with represent-
atives of the French firm in Dodoma, assur-
ing the firm of sufficient groundwork for it to 
speedily undertake the work as agreed in the 
contract

The company was contracted to renovate 

the airport building, after prior deliberations 
and an accord signed in France last month and 
witnessed by President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
and host President Emmanuel Macron.

A ministerial team of experts was ready to 
work with Bouygues for technical documen-
tation especially in the architectural stage for 
implementation to start forthwith, he said not-
ing that it the French firm that will draw up the 
needed architecture and financial proposals.

“We will be together through the Depart-
ment of Debt Management and the Plan-
ning Commission to find out where you have 

reached, so as to complete all the procedures 
and avoid delays in the project,” he stated.

All procedures including those of finances 
will be completed on time so as to facilitate 
smooth implementation of the project, he em-
phasized, underlining that the president had 
issued clear directives in that regard.

BBI executive director Eric Fleurisson said 
the rehabilitation of the JNIA Terminal II shall 
engage local companies, and once completed 
it will boost ability to serve local flights, open 
up more opportunities at the airport and in-
crease revenue collection, he added.
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Vice President Dr Philip Mpango, Kagera regional commissioner Brig Gen Charles Mbuge (L) and Rubare Forest Chief Conservator Mandalo Salum 
(3rd-L) in jovial mood yesterday during the VP’s tour of Kyamunene waterfalls and caves located in the forest, some 10 minutes’ drive from Bukoba 
municipality. Photo: VPO 

TARI improving 
old cashewnut
trees to increase 
productivity
 By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, Dodoma

THE Tanzania Agriculture Research 
Institute (TARI) is improving old cashew 
trees in all major producing regions to 
increase productivity.

Dr Geraldina Mzena, the TARI national 
coordinator for the cashew research 
programme said the project will involve 
grafting and budding techniques, joining 
parts of old plants with new high-yield 
ones so that they grow as hybrid plants.

Lindi, Mtwara and Ruvuma regions are 
main targets of the programme, with the 
revitalization process being taken up via 
an agronomic procedure of ‘top work-
ing,’ already conducted among farmers 
in 26 locations in the three regions.

When implemented, the project will 
boost production and tree productivity 
of the cash crop, as top-working grafting 
techniques enables established trees to 
combine with another variety. Existing 
tree stock  is cut back, leaving just one or 
two limbs (nurse limbs) to supply the tree 
with energy, the expert noted., elaborat-
ing that short sticks of one year-old wood 
of the new variety (the scions) are insert-
ed (grafted) into the cut surface.

The robust initiative has the underly-
ing motto, ‘remove forests, increase pro-
ductivity,’ with impressive results regis-
tered already as hundreds of farmers in 
the targeted regions were responding 
positively.

Most farms within the regions were tra-
ditionally cared for using domestic varie-
ties with no good harvests, she affirmed.

TARI has so far researched, invented 
and introduced more than 50 improved 
cashew seed varieties in concerted ef-
forts to improve production and pro-
ductivity of the pivotal cash crop in the 
southern regions.

The grafting is being organized in con-
junction with local authorities and indi-
vidual farmers, she said, pointing out that 
after revival of the trees, the farmers will 
have to wait for at least eight months be-
fore the tree starts bearing again.

With the improved varieties, a cashew 
tree’s yield is expected to double in com-
parison to its usual productivity for that 
age, where a 20 year old tree can yield 
40kg of cashews in a season instead of 
the usual 10kg optimally per season.

Adopting improved varieties for the 
betterment of the crop was essential to 
TARI vision for the crop, also applied to 
coffee which has a specialized research 
institution and a coordinating board as in 
the case of cashewnut, she said.

Dr Mzena said that during the last sea-
son the country produced at least 230 
tonnes of cashews, but the set expecta-
tions were to fetch about 389 tonnes of 
the crop. The sub- sector was experienc-
ing low yields due to climate change in 
particular, she added.

Bouygues lands contract to 
renovate JNIA Terminal II

Parastatals pay out 540bn/- to
Treasury in dividends, levies

  By Francis Kajubi, Kiteto

VIABLE conservation efforts 
via wildlife management 
areas among villages in Kiteto 
District in Manyara Region 
face huge impediments owing 
to erratic rainfall and thus 
lack of sustainable water 
sources.
Interviewed villagers in the 
area say that reduced rainfall 
was one among effects of unstable patterns of climate over the past decade, with 

stability of wild animals 
populations at issue unless 
permanent water supply in-
frastructures are built.
The problem is acutely felt at 
the Makame Wildlife Manage-
ment Area (WMA) as it has 
no permanent water sources 
but temporary ponds that are 
ineffective to maintain animal 
populations during the dry 
season. This calls for what ex-
perts say are climate change 

Erratic rains hamper Kiteto villagers’ wildlife tie 
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Distributors warned against 
hoarding of sugar in Moshi

By Correspodent Mary Mosha, MOSHI

DAYS are numbered for dis-
tributors of sugar in Moshi 
who are holding the com-
modity in their warehouse, 

to create artificial scarcity and increase 
profit.

This follows an increased sugar pric-
es in the region as the commodity is 
somehow not found in various outlets.

The Kilimanjaro regional commis-
sioner Steven Kigaigai made the cau-
tion recently, saying the government 
will not turn blind eye of the created 
problem.

He says traders who do this should 
stop immediately as a special task 
force has been formed, to investigate 

the source of the problem.
Kagaigai said the government is sat-

isfied with the sugar production, espe-
cially TPC Moshi sugar factory, saying 
those who will found holding the com-
modity will be dealt accordingly.

“I have witnessed the production 
here but I can assure you that the gov-
ernment has set up a special task force 
to investigate this problem, which 
seems to be being manipulated by the 
traders,” he during his official tour at 
TPC to see the state of production.

He says the government is com-
mitted to ensure no sugar shortage is 
happening and has put mechanism to 
monitor the supply chain.

“Arbitrary rise in prices must be 
stopped. I strongly urge traders what 

you are doing this,” he says.
The Moshi Sugar Factory (TPC), has 

increased its sugar production from 
108,000 tones per annum to 108,800 
tones. The factory’s Chief Executive Of-
ficer and Administration Officer, Jafary 
Ally, says they have enough sugar and 
what is happening is not their fault, 
but unscrupulous traders who want to 
maximize profits.

“For the past five years since 2017 the 
TPC sugar factory has never raised the 
price of sugar, from 2017 to-date sugar 
price increased only by 100/- per kilo,” 
he says.

According to Jaffary, TPC sells 450 
tons of sugar per day, but by the time 
they have stopped production for re-
pairs to their plants, more traders have 

emerged and now the factory sells 600 
tons of sugar per day.

Figures show the actual demand 
for sugar in Tanzania is 690,000 tons 
per year, but its production is approxi-
mately three hundred thousand tons 
thus having a deficit of 350,000 tones. 

Although the government has been 
making efforts to increase productiv-
ity including ensuring that industries 
and farmers practice productive agri-
culture.

According to figures from the Minis-
try of Agriculture, sugar production in 
the country has been increasing over 
the past five years, with production in-
creasing by 78.3 percent from 295,775 
tons in 2015/2016 to 377,527 tons in 
2020/2021.

Kenya to lift ban on scrap metal business
 NAIROBI

THE State now plans to lift a ban 
it imposed on export and dealings 
in scrap metal in a move set to of-
fer a sigh of relief to traders whose 
businesses closed since the direc-
tive in January.  

Interior Cabinet Secretary Fred 
Matiang’i on Wednesday said the 
ban will however be lifted only if 
scrap metal dealers apply for fresh 
licences and join associations be-
fore being allowed to ply the trade.

In the proposed regulations, Mr 
Matiang’i said that licensed deal-
ers, millers, and smelters will be 
charged Sh250,000 in annual fees 
while agents and jua kali collectors 
will fork Sh150, 000 and Sh50, 000 
respectively.

“We are not going to allow the 
sector to continue operating in an 
unlicensed manner and no amount 
of political intimidation or pressure 
will make us abandon the resolve,’’ 
said Mr Matiang’i.

“We are not building infrastruc-
ture for scrap metals vandals. We’d 
rather the scrap business died but 
we managed to protect our critical 
infrastructure.”

President Uhuru Kenyatta in 
January imposed a ban on exports 

Nationwide blackout as power grid collapses again
By Emmanuel Addeh and Udora Orizu,  

Nigeria’s national power grid collapsed yester-
day, causing a nationwide outage as the entire 
system crashed due to the loss of 1,100 mega-
watts from a 3,700mw peak generation earlier 
recorded.

This was just as airline operators in Nigeria 
yesterday warned that they have only three days 
left to shut down operations over lingering scar-
city of aviation fuel.

For the power sector, as at yesterday after-
noon, the system was yet to pick up load, accord-
ing to a grid operations report, which showed 

that just three Generation Companies (Gencos) 
were trying to restart, but were yet to generate 
any energy.

  Minister of Power,   Abubakar Aliyu, called 
an emergency meeting yesterday to resolve all 
outstanding issues with the stakeholders in the 
Nigerian Electricity Supply Industry (NESI) as a 
result of the worsening power situation.

According to the grid operation trend, of 
the active 25 Gencos on the grid, 19 were 
producing power as of 6am, when the grid had 
3,867.60MW, but that began to reduce gradually 
until it dropped to 2,761.20MW by 10am after 
six Gencos went down, leaving just 13, before 

crashing to zero at 10.40 am.
THISDAY learnt that at least 1,100MW was 

initially lost from the 3,867MW peak generation 
before the Gencos started shutting down.

The analysis showed that the affected 
plants included Azura-Edo IPP (Gas), which 
was generating 447MW earlier, and Shiroro 
hydropower, which had 300MW earlier and 
later went off. Trans-Amadi (Gas) lost 92MW, 
Alaoji NIPP (Gas) lost 75MW, while Ihovbor NIPP 
(Gas) lost 101MW.

As of yesterday, the Transmission Company of 
Nigeria (TCN), which manages the power grid, 
had yet to comment on the immediate cause of 

the collapse, although, it was the first in the year.
The blackout had worsened throughout the 

country around 10:40am, after the national grid 
collapsed, with the Eko Electricity Distribution 
Company, confirming the incident in a text mes-
sage to its customers.

The text message read, “Dear esteemed cus-
tomers, a system collapse occurred on the na-
tional grid at 10:40am today, leading to outages 
across our network. We are working on the situ-
ation with our TCN partners and will keep you 
updated.

“We sincerely apologise for the inconvenience 
this may have caused.”

Abuja Electricity Distribution Company 
(AEDC) also pleaded for the understanding of 
its customers, noting that it is taking appropriate 
steps to ameliorate the effect.

The Disco stated, “Dear esteemed customer, 
we experienced general outage across AEDC 
network at 10:40am today due to a system col-
lapse which occurred on the national grid.

“Appropriate measures are now being taken to 
restore normal supply as quickly as possible. We 
sincerely apologise for the inconvenience.”

While confirming the system collapse yester-
day, Kaduna Electricity assured its customers 
that power would soon be restored.

TPC chief executive officer, Jafary Ally (in white shirt) briefs Kilimanjaro Regional Commissioner Steven Kagaigai on how the factory operates. (Photo by Correpondent Mary 
Mosha)

and dealings in scrap metal, 
hitting hard traders who were 
operating in the sector.

Mr Kenyatta put a mora-
torium on the export or the 
buying or selling of any scrap 
material until proper guide-
lines are put in place to regu-
late the sector.

He said the moratorium 
will ensure that materials are 
not coming from the hard-
won investments that the 
Kenyan people have made.

The ban followed the van-

dalism of transmission lines 
and critical road and rail in-
frastructure.

In one of the incidences 
in January, a breakdown at 
Kenya Power’s transmission 
line caused a blackout that af-
fected customers across ma-
jor cities in the country such 
as Nairobi.

The electricity distributor 
said then that the outage was 
caused by a collapsed tower 
on the Kiambere-Embakasi 
high voltage transmission 

line. 
Regulations in the sector 

were needed to implement 
the Scrap Metal Act of 2015.

The law will among other 
things require scrap metal 
dealers to keep track of the 
source of their metal in a bid 
to guard against vandalism of 
infrastructures like bridges, 
railways, roads, and electric-
ity transmission lines.

The Scrap Metal Act was 
enacted in 2015 but is yet to 
take effect due to the absence 

of regulations to govern the 
scrap metal trade.

Most dealers in the sector 
are not licensed, making it 
hard for authorities to hold 
players accountable to losses 
in the country’s strategic in-
vestments.

“Only 20 scrap metal deal-
ers are officially licensed in 
the country while 91 others 
have their applications pend-
ing,” said Trade Secretary 
Betty Maina.

 By Correspondent Sabato Kasika

As President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
marks one year since she asumed 
office, it is widely believed that  she has 
succeeded in strengthening economic 
diplomacy.

This was stated by the Chairman 
of the Tanzania Institute of Good 
Governance and Development 
(CEGODETA), Thomas Ngawaiya, while 
evaluating the one-year institution of 
President Samia in power.

“In his efforts to boost the country’s 
economy, he has used international 
platforms to put Tanzania on the 
tourism map through a program called 
Royal Tour,” said Ngawaiya.

The chairman said that over the 
past one year, the President has 
participated in various international 
forums that can bring investors to 
the country and stimulate Tanzania’s 
economic growth.

“But also within this year, his 
government has facilitated the signing 
of an investment agreement worth 
19trn/- in United Arabs Emirates (UAE), 
which is expected to generate more 
than 200,000 jobs,” he said.

He explained that the jobs will be 
created by both UAE government and 
private investments in Tanzania, as 
CEGODETA is interested on the taken 
action and performance.

In a statement, Ngawaiya said, when 
President Samia came to power on 
March 19 last year, economic growth 
had dropped from 7 percent in 2019 
to 4.8 percent in 2020 due to Covid-19 
pandemic.

In addition, he said, for poor 
countries like Tanzania, the only 
way to take action is to use economic 
diplomacy, and that is what the 
President is doing.

“I heard the Ministry of Finance 
saying that, between July last year 
and last month, the government has 
received 3.1trn/- from development 
partners as soft loans,” he said.

He said, the ministry noted that 
the amount of money is equivalent to 
the efficiency of 119.2 percent of the 
expectation to receive Shs. 2.6 trillion 
as a result of economic diplomacy 
headed by President Samia.

Ngawaiya said, in an effort to boost 
the country’s economy, President 
Samia is working with the slogan; ‘If 
you want to go fast, walk alone and ‘If 
you want to go far, go with others.’

He said, recognizing the importance 
of cooperation with other nations, 
since his inauguration, he has visited 
various African, European and 
American countries, in an effort to 
strengthen economic diplomacy.

Samia applauded 
for achievements 
made in economic 
diplomacy record 

I heard the Ministry of 
Finance saying that, 
between July last 
year and last month, 
the government has 
received 3.1trn/- from 
development partners 
as soft loans
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adaptation and mitigation meas-
ures for the area, where village 
authorities and some civic groups 
are campaigning for the measures 
to be taken.
The WMA is located at Makame 
ward, 110 kilometers away from 
Kiteto district offices, facing 
drought for most of the past year, 

 By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

THE Treasury Registrar collected 539.39bn/- 
in non-tax revenues from March 2021 to 
February 2022 from large public organisa-

tions, more than double the 262.99bn/- collected in 
the same period the previous year.

Mgonya Benedicto, the registrar, made this obser-
vation when outlining milestones registered during 
President Samia Suluhu Hassan’s one year in office, 
noting that the collections are part of responsibili-
ties of the department.

Collections have been improving year after year, 
increasing non-tax income which involves divi-
dends, the levied 15 percent of raw proceeds, and 
other income categories, he said, noting that the reg-
istrar oversees 287 public institutions and organiza-
tions.

Effective government supervision and firm guid-
ance from President Samia had enabled the vast 
increase in collections, where the registrar’s office 
in collaboration with the office of the Attorney Gen-
eral (AG) managed to rescue public funds and assets 
of the Tanzania Fertilizer Company (TFC) held as a 
guarantee at the Exim Bank (T), he stated.

The company failed to repay a debt of $6.7m and 
after discussions the government paid $2.7m, thus 
managing to rescue $4m and TFC assets including 
warehouses and office buildings put up as loan col-
lateral or bona fide guarantee.

  The registrar facilitated the TIB DFI bank to be 
repaid non-performing loans from the Tanzania Pe-
troleum Development Corporation (TPDC), the Tan-
zania Electric Supply Corporation (TANESCO), and 

the National Housing Corporation (NHC).
The TPDC debt was settled in November 2021 

where a total of $34.39m was paid, NHC debt paid by 
December 31, 2021 by 30.16bn/-. The remaining debt 
is 17.62bn/-, while TANESCO paid out 29.40bn/- and 
remained with 15.58bn/- on its books.

“The repayments have enabled the TIB DFI bank 
to strengthen its liquidity status and facilitate imple-
mentation of its programmes,” he explained, also 
touching on Kilombero Sugar Factory expansion.

The registrar and the shareholders (Illovo Group 
of South Africa) agreed to major factory expansion 
costing 571.6bn/- ($238.5m), he affirmed.

The investment will increase production by 
144,000 tonnes of sugar, taking Kilombero Sugar 
annual production to 271,000 tonnes from 127,000 
tonnes at present, he said.

An active human-wildlife 
conflict reached a high level 
last September to late January 
this year when rains started 
and alleviated the problem 
somewhat, a period of an 
especially severe drought

Turn to page2

It is clear that this 
investment is huge 
and the government 
will get a stable and 
sustainable return
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Similarly, the Mngeta-Kilombero 
Plantation Ltd (KPL) farm was retained 
by the sugar firm with a $7.40m purchase, 
whereas the Chief Government Valuer 
put Mngeta farm value at 152.19bn/-, he 
stated.

 “It is clear that this investment is huge 
and the government will get a stable 
and sustainable return,” he further 
noted, citing government decision to 
hand over these assets to SUMA JKT Co., 
engaged in various investments including 
commercial farming, and agricultural 

activities have already begun.
In companies where the government 

has a minor share, the registrar was 
negotiating with the shareholders and 
monitoring unnecessary expenditure, 
which saw an increase in dividends for 
shareholders, he stated.

The success of these efforts was 
reflected in NBC Bank, increasing its pre-
tax profits from 7bn/- in 2020 to 60bn/- in 
2021, a vast increase.

Airtel Co. revenues increased from 
34.66bn/- in 2020/21 to 70.22bn/- over 
the eight months of 2021/22, he specified, 
noting that payment included dividends, 

the sale of communication towers, 
and the implementation of special 
shareholders’ agreements.

Referring to initiating the budget system 
for public institutions, he said as part of 
its efforts to discharge its responsibilities 
more effectively, the registrar’s office has 
established a planning and reporting 
system.

Significant progress in operating this 
system in government agencies and 
public entities has been attained where 
all institutions have submitted their 
budget statements for analysis, approval 
and implementation from July 2021, he 

stated.
The budget statements for the financial 

year 2021/22 were analysed and continue 
to be followed up, as this oversight is 
integrated with the government payment 
system, he elaborated.

The registrar, as the chief investment 
officer for the government, will continue 
to closely monitor the performance of 
public bodies and institutions to ensure 
that the government benefits from its 
investment in line with increased non-
tax revenue in development projects for 
wider public benefit, he added.

Parastatals pay out 540bn/- to 
Treasury in dividends, levies 

Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi (R) pictured in Arusha city yesterday viewing Kiswahili books on display at an exhibition held in tandem with the just-ended Second 
Congress of World Kiswahili Services. Photo: State House 

 By Correspondent James Kandoya

MUHIMBILI National Hospital (MNH) -Mlo-
ganzila has launched the   oxygen production 
plant worth US$ 300,000 from South Korea 
to serve intensive care ward patients, and all 
those with breathing complications.

Speaking after launching the plant yester-
day at the facility premises, the Minister for 
Health, Ummy Mwalimu said the new plant 
will greatly reduce the treatment the govern-
ment used to procure oxygen cylinders.

Mwalimu also inspected the Neonatal in-
tensive Care Unit (NICU and maternal ICU 
wards that were under refurbishment, where 
she said that the government spent up to 175 
m/- per month to procure between 250 - 300 
oxygen cylinders per day.

“It is a great achievement for the govern-
ment since the plant will reduce cost and 
become a source of revenues to other neigh-
bouring health facilities,” she said.

Mwalimu thanked for the grant to support 
two projects from the Korea Foundation for 
International Health Care (KOFIH).

“On behalf of the government, I would like 
to thank the government of South Korea for 
the support,” she said, adding that MNH-Mlo-
ganzila will start functioning as an independ-
ent health facility effectively from July 1 this 
year.

“Four years of operation are enough. It is 
time to stand alone, get prepared,” the min-
ister said.

MNH-Mloganzila Deputy Executive Direc-
tor Dr Julieth Magandi said in the  2021/2022 
financial years, the facility implemented two 
projects, naming them as the oxygen gen-
erating  plant and rehabilitation of the neo-
natal Intensive Care Unit(NICU) including 
installation of gas piping.

MNH -Mloganzila 
launches oxygen 
production plant 
worth $300,000

Hhau Sarwatt (L), a community development officer with the Wami-Ruvu Basin Water Board, and her workmates get set to plant trees in Dar es Salaam’s Mbezi River on Thursday as part of a drive 
aimed at saving water sources. Second right is W-RBWB hydrologist Dorothy Semiono. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala
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By Guardian Reporter, Arusha

KISWAHILI has been an important 
step in strengthening ties and cohe-
sion in economic development, trade, 
politics and diplomacy in the East Af-
rican region, Africa and the world at 
large, hence need to be honored, Zan-
zibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi 
has stressed.

Dr Mwinyi made the remarks here 
yesterday at the closing of the Second 
World Kiswahili Channel Symposium 
held for five days, at the ICC Confer-

ence Hall, Arusha City organised by 
National Kiswahili Council (BAKITA) 
and Zanzibar Kiswahili Council (BAK-
IZA) and attended by more than 200 
participants with the motto entitled 
“Information Industry for Kiswahili 
Development in the World”.

He said that the situation has been 
compounded by the efforts of the gov-
ernment in promoting the Kiswahili 
language, explaining that as a result 
Kiswahili continued to be successful 
as the first African language to be set 
on a special day.

“This language has been adopted 
as one of the working languages ​​in 
the East African Community (EAC), 
Southern African Development Com-
munity (SADC) together with the Afri-
can Union,” he said.

He explained that another factor 
contributing to the increase in Kiswa-
hili speakers is due to the contribu-
tion and increase in the number of 
radio stations broadcasting in Kiswa-
hili and citing the number of radio sta-
tions broadcasting in that language in 
Tanzania has now reached 183.

He added that despite the increase 
in Kiswahili-language channels in 
Tanzania, there is also a significant in-
crease in foreign channels broadcast-
ing in this noble Kiswahili language 
where, by the end of 2021, the num-
ber of foreign channels broadcasting 
in Kiswahili language was over 39.

He explained that the number of 
television stations in the country 
broadcasting in Kiswahili has also 
been steadily increasing, with more 
than 45 channels now available, with 
only six newspapers existing in the 

country before Independence and 
now at 283.

He said that there is a significant 
contribution to the development of 
Kiswahili speakers through the read-
ing of textbooks and several articles 
on Linguistics and Literature where 
Kiswahili dictionaries and magazines 
of various disciplines have been de-
veloped in the post-independence pe-
riod and greatly support the develop-
ment and growth of Kiswahili here in 
Tanzania as well as foreign countries 
learning this language.

Kiswahili strengthens unity in Africa - Mwinyi 

thus placing wildlife 
survival at risk.
The WMA has three 
hunting blocks adjacent 
to it, namely the Maasai 
open area (to the west), 
Irkushbor open area in the 
north, and Talamali open 
area to the south east.
Naisujaki Lesikarr, a local 
resident who chairs the 
women’s wing of the ruling 
party in the ward, said 
wild animals at the WMA 
had through 2021 been 
ravaging homes in the 
neighbourhood in search of 
water. 
This leads to human-
wildlife conflict and 
random animal killings 
that raise biodiversity 
concerns in the WMA and 
beyond. The management 
area is located southeast 
of Tarangire National Park, 
which to a considerable 
extent also faces water 
availability challenges.
An active human-wildlife 
conflict reached a high 
level last September to late 
January this year when 
rains started and alleviated 
the problem somewhat, 
a period of an especially 
severe drought. Buffalo 
herds and elephants 
pushed to drink from 
narrow water sources, 
where ward residents were 
also dependent on them 
she said.
Rains ended back in 
April last year, leaving 
ponds behind that were 
gradually thinning out. The 
vegetation was also drying 
up, opening up a grazing 
problem in the zone, she 
stated, recalling a similar 
drought in 2017.
Maria Lucas (30) another 

Makame resident, said 
scrambling for water 
against wild animals saw 
villagers’ maize farms 
invaded by the large 
beasts searching for 
something to eat. Drought 
pushed villagers into 
adapting daily routine to 
the challenge of finding 
and conserving water, she 
said.
Women had to walk 
long distances to nearby 
villages in search of water 
not just for household 
needs but for providing 
calves, along with weak 
or sick livestock. Walking 
long distances repeatedly 
affects women’s health, 
and the size of the 
problem can be grasped 
as we in this village 
witnessed buffaloes dying 
from lack of water, the 
resident narrated.
People would stay for up 
to a month without taking 
a bath, while children’s 
school uniforms were 
being washed once a week, 
despite the area being 
dusty and windy.
A family of eight people 
would use a ten litres 
bucket or drum of water 
for drinking instead of a 
drum twice that size as 
was usually the case, she 
explained.
Later the villagers hired a 
three wheeled motorcycle 
to fetch water from farther 
afield, a distance of nearly 
50 kilometers, paying 
150,000/- for 30 buckets 
of 20 liters each. 
The water all the same 
scarcely lasts for two days 
serving family members 
and the livestock, she 
added.

Full story on page 11

Erratic rain patterns 
undermining Kiteto 
villagers’ wildlife tie
FROM PAGE 1
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By Getrude Mbago

THE Association of Tanzania Em-
ployers (ATE) has launched an 8th 
cohort of the “Female Future Pro-
gramme,” which is aimed to get more 
women into management positions, 
decision-making processes and on 
corporate boards.

The programme which will take 
14 days in class and nine months of 
practical assignments will see over 
70 women from various public and 
private organisations being equipped 
with essential leadership skills to en-
able them deliver well in their organi-

sations.
Speaking during the launch in Dar 

es Salaam yesterday, ATE’s executive 
director Suzanne Ndomba said that 
the training programme will be pro-
vided in partnership with the Eastern 
and Southern Africa Management In-
stitute (ESAMI)

“This programme is going to be 
beneficial and will connect the ladies 
strategically to improve their perfor-
mance, personal and organizational 
success and we believe this will en-
hance productivity at workplaces and 
an organization will feel the impor-
tance of grooming talents they wish 

to motivate,” she said.
She added; ‘ATE and ESAMI are 

ready to make sure that we train more 
ladies each year and we will make sure 
that each lady gets the best out of the 
programme. In total we have 73 La-
dies joining us for this Cohort from 34 
organizations of different sectors, we 
also have ladies from government par-
astatals and a District Commissioner, 
and this will create a challenging learn-
ing environment and develop exposed 
leaders for business development.”

Ndomba further said that the train-
ing is further meant to enhance the 
inclusion of women in leadership posi-

tions in the corporate world, putting in 
place a knowledge base for best prac-
tices.

She said the programme has experi-
enced a huge growth this year which 
saw launching of the Female Future 
Programme for Women Parliamen-
tarians and Members of the Zanzibar 
House of Representatives.

“This year, we are planning to 
strengthen the Alumni by having more 
session within the national and Inter-
national Alumni which will widen the 
ladies’ network across nations which 
already have the programme. We will 
also continue to work with other stake-

holders in policy advocacy aimed at in-
creasing the number of women in top 
leadership positions and on various 
boards as well as working with com-
panies in ensuring that their policies 
are in alignment with the same,” she 
added.

Prof Bonard Mwape, Director Gener-
al of ESAMI said the Institute and ATE 
have been running the course since 
2016. We have done 7 cohorts so far.

He noted that various studies have 
proved that having more women in 
top leadership positions, speeds up 
the pace of development, so investing 
in them should be reemphasized.

He said this training ESAMI under-
takes will play its part in addressing 
gender stereotypes at top positions, so 
that the talk that women are not capa-
ble will no longer be true. This training 
will provide competencies to these 
ladies so that they can bridge gender 
biased leadership in organisations.

The Female Future programme 
was launched in 2016 and it is still the 
most relevant and successful program 
which has been shaping women from 
different industries within middle 
management to be able to take up top 
positions as well as take their seats on 
various boards.

 Training to equip women with more essential leadership skills

By Guardian Reporter, Mwanza

SMALL miners at Nyamishiga gold mine in Shinyanga 
District have appealed to the Ministry of Minerals to pro-
vide them with EFD machines for collection of revenue 
from the minerals.

They made the appeal Wednesday this week at a public 
meeting called by small entrepreneurs in around the min-
ing area to discuss various challenges facing them.

One of the miners, Harouni Mrema said they have been 
charged various fees by the mine’s officials, but instead of 
being given EFD receipts they receive ordinary receipts.

He said each week they are being charged 5,000/- as 
health charges and another 5,000/- for security services 
and given paper receipts, the practice that raises suspi-
cions that probably the money does not enter government 
coffers.

“We do not refuse paying government taxes and other 
charges for our own development, but what worries us is 
that we are given ordinary paper receipts instead of EFD 
receipts,” he said.

Another entrepreneur at the mine site, Mariam Julius 
said during the selling of the gold ore and government roy-
alty is charged; they are not given EFD receipts, the prac-
tice that worries that probably the money they pay does 
not enter government coffers. 

Responding to these claims, the mine’s secretary, Hilda 
Jackson said the mine was recently handed to them by the 
ministry for Minerals for women miners, hence they were 
still creating able environment for its operation.

She added that still men miners do not believe whether 

‘Small miners lack EFD 
machines at Nyamishiga’

women can manage small mines and bring develop-
ment to the surrounding villages.

He said in the short time they have been at the 
mine, they have been able to collect 400m/- royalty 
and expect to complete the construction of Nyam-
ishiga dispensary in order to bring health services 
closer to the villagers.

We do not refuse paying govern-
ment taxes and other charges for 
our own development, but what 
worries us is that we are given 
ordinary paper receipts instead of 
EFD receipts
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Security firm’s female employees donate medical devices to ORCI
By Guardian Reporter 

PRIVATE Security Company (SGA)   
female employees donated several 
medical equipment to the Ocean 
Road Cancer Institute (ORCI) as part 
of marking the International Women’s 
Day (IWD).

The day is marked annually on 
March 8th, in recognition of the role 
and contribution of women in devel-
opment process all over the world. 
This year’s IWD was celebrated under 
the theme “BreakTheBias”, focusing 
on the individual and collective biases 

against women that increase gender 
inequality.

 The team of over 60 SGA female 
staff, led by sales and marketing man-
ager, Faustina Shoo, presented sev-
eral wheelchairs, colostomy bags, and 
sunscreen cream for children with 
albinism to cancer patients hospital-
ized at the cancer institute in Dar es 
Salaam.

 “We have dedicated the 2022 
Women’s Day to patients and spent 
our time with them at ORCI as all of 
us know that patients need love, hope 
and proper medical care,” Shoo said.

SGA courier manager, Stella Chi-
wango also said that medication for 
cancer is very expensive and most 
of the patients suffering from cancer 
cannot afford costs of travelling from 
upcountry regions to access medical 
treatment at the ORCI.

 “As mothers, sisters and daughters, 
we have decided to donate medical 
items to ease the burden on the hos-
pital and facilitate the movement of 
the patients within the hospital,” Chi-
wango added.

 The donation of medical equip-
ment was received by the ORCI’s ma-

tron, Jesca Kawegere who appreci-
ated the renowned security firm for 
remembering them, wheelchairs will 
simplify the movement of the cancer 
patients hospitalized at ORCI.  “Can-
cer has a huge impact in the society 
and we appreciate SGA Security for 
this huge donation that will ease our 
challenges in serving the patients 
here at ORCI,” Kawegere added.

SGA Security, the first private secu-
rity company to operate in Tanzania, 
has committed to continue offering 
equal employment opportunities, 
with women and those with disabili-
ties encouraged to apply.

SGA managing director, Eric Sambu 
stated that SGA prides itself in equal 
opportunity with regard to gender, 
tribe, colour, religion, pregnancy, na-
tionality, age, marital status, disability, 
sexual orientation, or any other basis.

“We’ve 40 percent of the women in 
SGA management level that I may say 

they have done well their tasks and 
contributed to the growth of our busi-
ness here in Tanzania,” Sambu added.

SGA has a programme to men-
tor women for managerial roles and 
recently conducted high level lead-
ership training on emotional intel-
ligence. “To be frank, SGA women 
have demonstrated better leadership 
in key roles and resulted into posi-
tive contribution toward company’s 
growth, and we are very much proud 
of their hard working, and we are en-
couraging more qualified female to 
embrace bigger roles,” Sambu said.

ORCI social welfare officer, Justin 
Chambo, expressed his appreciation 
on behalf of the Institute for the do-
nated medical items in celebration of 
IWD he gave the team the knowledge 
on cancer and encouraged to go for 
medical checkups which is free of 
charge at ORCI.

He also explained that ORCI is the 

only specialized and oldest health fa-
cility for cancer treatment in Tanza-
nia. ORCI offers numerous patient ser-
vices including laboratory services, 
diagnostic imaging, chemotherapy, 
radiotherapy, palliative care services, 
cervical cancer screening among oth-
er services.

 SGA has continued their corporate 
social responsibility programmes 
with similar donations to the society, 
sponsoring many marathon events, 
blood donation drives, environmen-
tal clean-up, emergency response 
services with their ambulances and 
fire response services and support to 
police in maintaining law and order in 
the country. SGA recently won a top 
award in Mining Local Content Per-
formance in 2021 amongst other acco-
lades, including commendation from 
police for adhering to high standards. 
SGA is the only ISO 18788 certified 
company in Tanzania.

Tigo device manager Mkumbo Myonga (L) and Samsung Tanzania resident manager Suleiman Mohamed show journalists 
a newly introduced smartphone of the Samsung S22 model shortly after launching it in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Photo: 
Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Correspondent, Mwanza

PARLIAMENTARY Committee of Land, Natu-
ral Resources and Tourism chairman, Ally Ma-
koa has called on all councils in the country 
to emulate the efforts to implement the pro-
gramme of land planning and surveying made 
by Ilemela Municipal Council in Mwanza Re-
gion.

Chairman urges all councils to implement 
land planning and surveying programme

Ilemela Council is implementing the project following a loan pro-
vided by the government through the Ministry of Lands, Housing and 
Housing Development to enable councils in the country to plan, meas-
ure and own land with the aim of adding value, revenue and avoiding 
arbitrary settlements.

Makoa said his committee has seen and is largely satisfied with the 
way they have planned, surveyed and owning land as implemented 
by Ilemela Council. “If this plan is implemented across the country as 
Ilemela MC did, it will be a great achievement for national develop-
ment,” he said.

Makoa, who is a Kondoa MP also said: “If the whole country succeeds 
in having such a project we will surely have done justice to the current 
government led by President Samia Suluhu Hassan.”  

Special Seats MP, Asia Halamga congratulated the implementation 
of the project, but noted that the project is a lesson for officials in the 
councils across the country.

She also noted that the land officers in the municipality are doing 
a good job of involving the people in executing the project, who have 
shown understanding on the matter, citing people of Singida as suc-
cessful ones as they have clarified to members of the committee on the 
best use of land after participating in the survey exercise.

Lands, Housing and Human Settlements Development minister Dr 
Angeline Mabula said civil servants including teachers and nurses who 
joined the groups had already been provided with plots of low-cost 
plots, adding that the response of the staff had already given huge rev-
enue to Ilemela Council.

Dr Mabula said, employees who were late to join the scheme will not 
benefit from the original price as the value of the land rises differently 
from the previous one where teachers benefited by getting a plot of 
1.6m / - and made it clear that those who will now join the plots can 
reach more than two million.

According to Dr. Mabula, the staff groups started out as about 500 
teachers mixed with nurses who have already been awarded certifi-
cates and building permits at the same cost and are now reaching out 
to persuade bodaboda groups to join the programme.

The Land, Natural Resources and Tourism Committee is on a work-
ing visit to visit various programmes implemented by the Ministry and 
has already made a similar visit to Singida Region when it visited and 
inspected the land use planning project in Ntondo and Nkwea villages, 
which are also reviewed by the oil pipeline project.

According to Dr. Mabula, the staff groups 
started out as about 500 teachers mixed 
with nurses who have already been awarded 
certificates and building permits at the same 
cost and are now reaching out to persuade 
bodaboda groups to join the programme
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By Guardian Reporter

WOMEN In Management (WIMA) 
has announced the Women In Man-
agement Awards for 2022 marking 
the third year of honouring inspir-
ing senior women leaders in Africa.

The move marks the third year 
in a row that the awards have been 
hosted by the organisation, which 
recognizes and celebrates women 
who have excelled in their careers, 
businesses, and everyday lives 
while inspiring others.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam on 
Tuesday, Naike Moshi, founder and 
CEO of Women In Management Af-
rica (WIMA), stated: “We saw a huge 
gap in Senior Level Women apply-
ing for Senior Level roles and even 
low placement rates for Senior 
Women. While both genders look 
for jobs in the same way, they ap-
ply for them in different ways. Ac-
cording to research, women believe 
they must meet 100 percent of the 
criteria in order to apply for jobs, 
whereas men typically apply after 
meeting about 60 percent.

“To combat this, we created the 
Women in Management initiative 
to promote and increase visibility 
of Senior-Level Women in Manage-
ment. The concept of highlighting 
50 Senior Women in Management 
on our Social Media Pages “Career 
Women Wednesday” arose. This 
generated a lot of buzz and trac-
tion by inspiring emerging leaders 
and demonstrating to them that 
it is possible for them to advance 
in their careers, particularly for fe-
male professionals and to date we 
have a total of xxx Alumni’s listed 
under the Top 50 Women in Man-
agement initiative.”

The Women In Management 
Awards were created to recognise 
outstanding women in various 
fields and the organisations that 
support them. The annual awards 
recognise and applaud outstanding 
leadership, inspiration, vision and 
innovation, in organizations that 

contribute to women’s economic 
advancement. Covering all major 
economic sectors and awarding 
business at all levels, from SME- to 
national. Women in Management 
Africa awards aimed to create a 
large database of highly qualified 
female professionals from a vari-
ety of industries to serve as board 
members and C-Level executives in 
the private sector.

These awards also assist career 
women in developing leader-
ship capacity, increasing their vis-
ibility and representation in the 
marketplace, and providing data 
and research services to investors, 
regulators and other institutions in-
terested in gender diversity”, Naike 
explained.

“UNDP is delighted to support 
the 2022 WIMA Awards. UNDP 
is committed to making gender 
equality, a basic human right and a 
necessity for a sustainable world, a 
reality,” commented Christine Mu-
sisi, UNDP Resident Representative.

“Women’s empowerment and 
gender equality are vital. To achieve 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, which envisions a 
world “of universal respect for hu-
man rights and human dignity” 
in which “every woman and girl 
enjoys full gender equality and all 
legal, social and economic barriers 
to their empowerment have been 
removed. Ms. Musisi further added, 
“As we celebrate these women, we 
believe their voices will give a big 
push for other women to have a 
voice, stand up to what they believe 
in and not be afraid to soar higher 
no matter the barriers they face 
every day.”

Executive Director of the Euro-
pean Business Group in Tanzania, 
Cikay Richards, stated: “Women 
In Management Africa initiative 
opened many closed doors for 
women as well as corporates to find 
best talents and it has delivered 
profitable results to the country’s 
economy. “We believe recogniz-

Biko Tanzania “ambassador” Kajala Masanja (L) hands over 10m/- to Nuru Mikikadi (C), a winner 
in the grand draw of the firm’s raffle lottery held in Dar es Salaam earlier this week.  Right is CRDB 
Bank Plc’s Premier Palm Beach Branch public relations manager, Flamiana Msilu. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent

WIMA announces awards for year 2022 to
honour inspiring women leaders in Africa

ing women who have excelled in 
their chosen fields leaves a legacy 
that inspires others. These awards 
challenge traditional views of 
women’s roles as business lead-
ers and encourage companies to 
take action to create more gender 
equal workplaces, and it is for this 
reason that we have chosen to 
join hands and support the Wom-
en In Management initiative.”

The 2022 WIMA awards cer-

emony will be held on March 26, 
2022. The heartfelt gratitude goes 
to our supporters European Busi-
ness Group, UNDP, National Bank 
of Commerce and CV People 
Tanzania for their contributions 
to this initiative, there’s no doubt 
WIMA will continue to be the Pan 
African most prestigious awards 
and most reputable recognition 
of senior Corporate female lead-
ers across the African continent.
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By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

EXIM Bank Tanzania has donated 100 desks 
worth 20 million in Mbeya region as a continua-
tion of the bank’s commitment to provide 1000 
desks in various regions aiming to support the 
provision of quality education in the country 
through its CSR programme known as Exim 
Cares.

The desks were handed over by Exim Bank’s 
Head of Marketing and Communications Stan-
ley Kafu to Mbeya Regional Commissioner 
Juma Zuberi Homera during a brief handover 
ceremony held at the Regional Commissioner’s 
office earlier today. The event was also attended 
by other senior leaders of the Region including 
Angelina Lutambi.

Speaking immediately after receiving the aid, 
Homera thanked Exim Bank for the assistance, 
saying it was in line with the government’s ef-
forts to improve the quality of education in the 
region and that the move would further help re-
duce the need for desks resulting from ongoing 
classroom construction projects in the region.

“The support will help combat the challenge 
of shortage of desks in some of our schools… we 
are very grateful to Exim Bank  for this support 
and we ask you to continue  supporting us in 
other areas as well including the health sector. 

Madam President is struggling to raise funds for 
major ongoing projects in the country so it is en-
couraging for her to see other stakeholders in-
cluding banks continue to support her” he said.

Speaking at the event, Mbeya Regional Ad-
ministrative Secretary Angelina Lutambi men-
tioned that some of the schools that will benefit 
from the support are Mwenge Primary School 
and Jitegemee Primary School located in the 
city but facing a severe shortage of desks.

For his part, Kafu said that the bank is commit-
ted to helping improve social welfare including 
education and that they are deeply touched by 
the reported shortage of desks among schools 
in some parts of the country.

It is a pleasure for us to be a part of solving 
challenges in such an important sector. This is 
just a continuation of what we have been doing 
in other regions as the aim is to donate a total of 
1000 desks in a number of regions as we prom-
ised the Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa when 
we launched this initiative in Mtwara Region 
late last year,’’ said Kafu while mentioning other 
regions that have already benefited from the ini-
tiative as Mtwara and Mwanza.

He also advised students and teachers who 
will benefit from the support to take care of the 
desks so that they can be used for a long time 
and thus help more beneficiaries.

Bank donates desks 
to schools in Mbeya

Stakeholders resolve to spur productivity in farming, fisheries and livestock sectors 
By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

A Two-day meeting that drew 170 
delegates from the public, private sec-
tors and non-governmental agencies 
that discussed ways of making Moro-
goro Region a food basket, ended here 
with touching resolutions that seek 
to stimulate productivity in farming, 
livestock and fisheries sectors.

The meeting was jointly organ-
ised by regional government and the 
Southern Agricultural Growth Corri-
dor of Tanzania (SAGCOT).

To achieve good goals for raising 
productivity and create employment 
in this region and countrywide it is 

inevitable to review, for the better, 
policies, laws and regulations that are 
a barrier to agro-industrialization and 
growth, says one resolution and while 
another called for strong cooperation 
between government and non-state 
actors to build physical infrastructure, 
empower smallholders and generate 
employment for young people and 
women.

In response, Regional Commission-
er, Martine Shigela promised that the 
government shall do all in its power to 
implement the resolutions and called 
on other parties to play their part to 
increase the amount of agricultural 
products and pull farmers from pov-

erty.
“These are our resolutions. Every 

stakeholder should implement what 
we have agreed on in order to in-
crease the pace, amount and quality 
of products in the three sectors. These 
resolutions are likely to bring about 
big reforms in agriculture, livestock 
and fisheries in our region because 
we are endowed with good land and 
climate,” the RC said, calling on dis-
trict commissioners to cooperate with 
stakeholders in implementing the res-
olutions. The government will build 
requisite physical infrastructure, he 
pledged.

SAGCOT said while coordinating 

the efforts in implementing the reso-
lutions, the agency will simultane-
ously enter into agreement with the 
private sector and other non-state ac-
tors to implement initiatives that will 
ensure commercial farming takes off 
in the region and ensure the region’s 
resources and environment are strict-
ly protected. The private sector was 
tasked to create jobs for youths and 
women.

SAGCOT’s Kilombero cluster man-
ager, John Nakei, said the meeting and 
its resolutions sought to increase co-
operation between the government, 
the private sector and non-govern-
mental organisations in order to in-

crease agricultural production in the 
region.

“The thrust is to help smallholder 
farmers engage in modern farming, 
paying great attention to preservation 
and protection of environment,” he 
said.

The Public Relations Manager of 
Kilombero Sugar Company, Ephrahim 
Mafuru, welcomed the resolutions 
saying they aim to make smallholder 
farmers a good producer of quality 
products for local industries and have 
a guaranteed market.

“I think SAGCOT has done a good 
thing in initiating this meeting.  SAG-
COT wants to see our small farmers 

produce quality products for indus-
tries and get good prices. To us SAG-
COT is doing a good job for us,” he 
said.

In the two days of deliberations, 
delegates explained the bottlenecks in 
existing policies, laws and regulations 
that work against the national thrust 
for agro-industrialisation and efforts 
to pull small producers out of poverty.

Morogoro Region is well-placed to 
feed Tanzania’s strategic cities of Dar 
es Salaam and Dodoma and provide 
the urbanites with quality dairy, beef 
and fisheries products at affordable 
prices.

Rotary e-Club of Masaki president Akshay Vithlani (R) with Sharik Choughule (2nd R), councillor for Dar es Salaam’s Kivukoni ward, with other 
members of the club grace the presentation of 372 pairs of shoes to pupils of the city’s Bunge Primary School yesterday. The school’s head teacher, 
Leonida Mulekuzi, also attended the event. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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World Water Day: Global environmental
 pollution  and  control measures necessary
 World Water Day  is an annu-

al  United Nations  (UN) observance 
day held on 22 March that highlights 
the importance of fresh water. The day 
is used to advocate for the sustainable 
management  of  freshwater resourc-
es.  The theme of each day focuses on 
topics relevant to clean water, sanita-
tion  and  hygiene  (WASH), which is 
in line with the targets of Sustainable 
Development Goal 6.  The UN World 
Water Development Report  (WWDR) 
is released each year around World Wa-
ter Day.

UN-Water is the convener for World 
Water Day and selects the theme for 
each year in consultation with UN or-
ganisations that share an interest in that 
year’s focus.  The theme for 2021 was 
“Valuing Water” and the public cam-
paign invited people to join a global 
conversation on social media to “tell 
us your stories, thoughts and feelings 
about water”. 

In 2020, the theme was “Water and 
Climate Change”.  Previous themes for 
the years 2016 to 2019 were “Water and 
Jobs’”,   “Why waste water?”   “Nature 
for Water”,   and “Leaving no one be-
hind”.  World Water Day is celebrated 
around the world with a variety of 
events. These can be theatrical, musical 
or lobbying in nature. The day can also 
include campaigns to raise money for 
water projects. The first World Water 
Day, designated by the United Nations, 
was in 1993. 

  The intention is to inspire people 
around the world to learn more about 
water-related issues and to take action 
to make a difference.  In 2020, due to 
the  COVID-19 pandemic, there was 
an additional focus on  hand wash-
ing  and hygiene.  Relevant issues in-
clude water scarcity, water pollution, 
inadequate water supply, lack of sani-
tation, and the impacts of  climate 

change  (which is the theme of World 
Water Day 2020  The day brings to light 
the inequality of access to WASH ser-
vices and the need to assure the human 
right to water and sanitation.

The World Water Day website an-
nounces events, activities and volun-
teer opportunities. In 2020, featured 
stories are about adapting to the water 
effects climate change and using water 
more efficiently. 

UN-Water coordinates activities with 
UN member organisations who share 
an interest in that year’s theme. UN-Wa-
ter mobilizes organizations of all kinds 
to action, whether globally or locally. 

Non-governmental organisa-
tions active in the WASH sector, such 
as UNICEF, WaterAid and Water and 
Sanitation for the Urban Poor (WSUP), 
use the day to raise public awareness, 
get  media attention  for water issues 
and inspire action.[13]  Activities have 
included releasing publications and 
films, as well as organising round ta-
bles, seminars and expositions. 

End Water Poverty, a global civil so-
ciety coalition with 250 partner organi-
sations, sponsors Water Action Month 
each year and offers an event-planning 
guidebook. 

The  UN World Water Development 
Report (WWDR) is released each year 
on World Water Day. Information relat-
ed to the annual theme gives decision-
makers tools to implement sustainable 
use of water resources. 

More and more initiatives in schools 
and universities are educating people 
about the importance of conserving 
and managing water resources.  For ex-
ample, Michigan State University held 
a contest for “best World Water Day 
poster” in 2017. Primary school chil-
dren in  the Philippines  participated 
in a “My School Toilet” contest in 2010. 

 

International Day of Mathematics 
is a push for clarity in all decisions

TACHERS of the maths subject 
in Tanzania have traditionally 
had a thought for the Interna-
tional Day of Mathematics, ha-
bitually marked as ‘Pi Day,’ in 
the romantic affinity with the 
formula of the relationship be-
tween half diameter and circum-
ference in round bodies. This is 
something that captivated sci-
entific imagination in the West 
down the centuries from antiq-
uity to modernity, hundreds of 
years before the birth of Jesus. 
Later there were other formulas 
like that of Albert Einstein un-
derlining the modern age.

A chronicler with the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation (UN-
ESCO) says that greater global 
awareness of mathematical sci-
ences is vital to addressing chal-
lenges in areas such as artificial 
intelligence, climate change, 
energy and sustainable devel-
opment. Improving the quality 
of life in general, UNESCO in its 
40th general conference in No-
vember 2019 proclaimed each 
14th of March as International 
Day of Mathematics. It evicts 
Pi day, an iconic mathematical 
constant given as 3.14, justly.

UNESCO says the Internation-
al Day of Mathematics aims to 
showcase the fundamental role 
played by the mathematical sci-
ences in the achievement of the 
United Nations’ Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs). It also 
links the day with reinforcing 
African development and gen-
der equality themes, it says, un-
derlining that the day “invites us 
to celebrate the joy to be found 
in mathematics as well as the 
plethora of vocations it offers 
to girls and boys, through fes-
tive and diverse activities tak-
ing place around the world.’ It is 

quite true but it understates the 
value of the pointed mathemati-
cal vectors of 3.14 or e=mc2.

One area where mathematical 
imagination is helpful is to fig-
ure out why Asia as a whole and 
especially the Far East has de-
veloped fast during the past half 
century, while at independence 
we were at par, and in some re-
spects Africa had a better eco-
nomic outlook than South Asia 
in particular. There are plenty of 
explanations given by economists 
since ‘structural adjustment’ 
started in 1981 but fall short of a 
formula that captures the matter 
in its generality and particularity. 
That is where mathematical for-
mulas matter.

But one doesn’t arrive at a math-
ematical formula just like that 
without having identified what 
is to be measured, and that once 
this ‘diameter’ is measured, the 
rest can be understood. So, what 
is the ‘diameter’ and ‘circumfer-
ence’ in Africa’s poverty - and 
can 3.14 help anything? Put dif-
ferently, can Asia’s rapid growth 
be expressed in a simple formula 
like pi, that when this is set right 
things become more dynamic? 
We are taking minute measures 
each passing day that sorts out 
the ‘diameter’ for development in 
Africa.

Local researchers inviting ex-
perts from South Korea in a 2013 
REPOA research conference fo-
cused on education and building 
of skills, and now we hear of digi-
tal economy and even ‘blue econ-
omy.’ Looking at South Korea and 
the coastal part of China, we find 
that peasants entered into long 
term land lease contracts with 
global firms led by Chinese na-
tionals abroad, with dual nation-
ality. The rest is history, the ‘mul-
tiplier effect’ as they say.

Compulsory vaccination  
of civil servants justified

By Special Correspondent

COVID-19 is a long way from being beaten 
and will be with us for some time to come. As a 
result, we all need to work around this, learn to 
cope and figure out what can be done to main-
tain a normal economy and normal services 
without filling hospitals and seeing more peo-
ple die.

At the same time, the measures besides keep-
ing the economy functional should be part of 
the effort to beat back COVID-19, Zimbabwe 
joining the rest of the world in doing its share 
to end the pandemic.

It only needs one hold-out country and it can 
flame up again easily, probably with new vari-
ants.

The Zimbabwean Government has been de-
termined to accept the findings of reputable 
scientific consensus from the very beginning, 
both from its own medical experts and from 
the World Health Organisation, and has want-
ed our own experts to be continually updating 
their knowledge and be in constant contact 
with the global scientific community, so the ad-
vice they offer is the best available.

But the Government has to also deal with 
practicalities that people need to earn a living, 
need to go to school, need to travel, need to 
buy food and other supplies and need to deal 
with State institutions and Government offi-
cials almost daily.

So it allowed almost all the productive sec-
tors of the economy to go back to business 
fairly early, although not business as usual. 
The agricultural, mining and industrial sec-
tors have little direct contact with the general 
public, so they were required to enforce basic 
health measures like masking, social distanc-
ing and decent hygiene on farms and in mines 
and factories.

The commercial sector had to ensure the 
same within the working environment, and 
because they exist for the shoppers to go fur-
ther and ensure that their customers observed 
the same requirements and were temperature 
checked and sanitised as they came in, wore 
their mask the whole time they were in the 
shop, and did not crowd each other.

Many shopkeepers also put in screens for 
till operators and others with a lot of customer 
contact to protect their own staff.

The same measures have governed the Gov-
ernment’s relations with the public. The State 
and the Government are there to provide ser-
vices that are their reason to exist.

But at the same time they need to protect 
their own staff, and need to protect the people 
whom their staff deals with. The Government 
enforced the same measures it had laid out for 
the private sectors, but went a little further, 
both to ensure the lowest possible risk and set 
an example to others.

Where possible numbers were limited to en-
sure decent social distancing. This saw those of-
fices that could function on lower staff, at least 
for a short while, doing this and places like the 
courts minimising the numbers that could be 
admitted to watch the court proceedings.

These were short term solutions, 
since people are hired to do cer-
tain duties and a department can-
not be below maximum efficiency 
for very long, without intolerable 
delays and a totally unacceptable 
standard of service.

So other measures are needed.
The other area where the Gov-

ernment took the lead was with 
vaccination. The total scientific 
consensus around the world is that 
vaccination is the only permanent 
solution to Covid-19.

Vaccines are not yet perfect and 
have to be used with other meas-
ures, but they do limit the risk 
sharply against infection and do 
in almost all cases where there is 
infection limit the severity of the 
symptoms, as the body has a flying 
start in using its natural defences.

This is why our Government, and 
every other government on the 
planet, has been encouraging peo-
ple to get vaccinated and while all 
governments, including ours, have 
been scraping up the extra money 
needed to buy and distribute vac-
cines.

It is such an obvious measure, 
and one with the backing of the en-
tire reputable scientific and public 
health community.

While it is surprising that some 
people hang back and do not get 
vaccinated, and this is fed by igno-
rance and by some social media 
platforms with political and other 
agendas, it is a fact.

More and more governments 
have moved towards compulsory 
vaccinations of those they employ, 
their own civil servants and others 

in the State system that provide 
public services.

And this has been backed up by 
suspension and disciplinary action 
when a State worker does not ac-
cept vaccination orders.

Zimbabwe is not doing anything 
that other countries have not al-
ready done when the Public Ser-
vice Commission at the end of last 
week gave out the order that all 
unvaccinated civil servants now 
have to be sent home on suspen-
sion without pay with disciplinary 
action initiated.

The instruction was given many 
months ago to ensure everyone 
had time and access to vaccines.

While some argue that medical 
decisions should rest with the in-
dividual, it is accepted everywhere, 
including in the Zimbabwean con-
stitution, that this can be overrid-
den by the need to protect the pub-
lic as a whole.

An infectious disease can only be 
fought by everyone having to fol-
low the rules, rather than by peo-
ple choosing whether they kill or 
not kill other people.

With civil servants there is an ad-
ditional requirement, not just cre-
ating a safe working environment. 
We all have to deal with officials at 
some stage, even if we are not keen 
on being summonsed to court or 
paying taxes or standing in line for 
a permit of some kind or even go-
ing to school.

We are entitled to do these 
sometimes unpleasant face-to-face 
meetings in maximum safety, and 
we all rather like the fact that the 
person we have to deal with is vac-

cinated.
Several countries have now gone 

further and insisted that groups in 
the private sector must also be vac-
cinated.

Zimbabwe so far demands that 
only those in the hospitality indus-
try, and their customers, are fully 
vaccinated but the time has now 
come when we need to consider 
others.

Some companies have already 
made it clear that they want their 
staff vaccinated or tested regularly, 
to ensure the safety of the people 
they work with and the customers 
they serve.

While there have been objec-
tions none has prevailed, but there 
are many employers who would 
welcome a public health regulation 
that they are entitled to demand 
vaccination.

The one exception the Public 
Service Commission made was to 
allow those certified by a reputa-
ble licensed doctor that vaccina-
tion could make a health condition 
worse to be exempted.

This is very rare since most doc-
tors want most patients with pre-
existing conditions vaccinated as 
quickly as possible to minimise the 
danger from other conditions.

We have now accepted we need 
to live with Covid-19 and manage 
the risks. Compulsory vaccination 
plus the other measures do indeed 
allow us to do this, but only if we all 
follow the best measures; any ex-
ceptions do not only impact on the 
hold-outs, but everyone they have 
to deal with.
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By He Yin

T
he annual “two sessions” of China’s na-
tional legislature and top political adviso-
ry body offer the world an important op-
portunity to gain a better understanding 

of the essence and practice of Chinese democracy.
During this year’s “two sessions”, namely the 

fifth session of the 13th National People’s Congress 
(NPC) and the fifth session of the 13th National 
Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Con-
sultative Conference (CPPCC), NPC deputies and 
CPPCC members actively performed their duties 
and turned people’s voices and ideas into general 
consensus on state governance. 

The annual meetings have showed the inter-
national community how China’s democracy is 
an extensive and true democracy that works and 
China’s sound governance has strong democratic 
foundations.

Democracy starts with the full expression of 
the people’s wishes. The Chinese government has 
solicited public opinions and suggestions via mul-
tiple channels for drafting the 2022 Government 
Work Report, and received thousands of opinions 
and suggestions from all walks of life. More than 
1,100 pieces of representative suggestions from 
netizens were selected, and some key advice has 
been taken by the report.

Chinese netizens actively participated in the 
suggestion solicitation campaign called “share 
your ideas at the ‘two Sessions’”, which enabled 
different kinds of suggestions from the people to 
be directly fed to NPC deputies and CPPCC mem-
bers before and during this year’s “two sessions”.

Through the “two sessions”, the world sees 
clearly that the Chinese people are showing great-
er interest in democratic participation, which is 
expanding in scope and depth and diversifying its 
forms and channels.

Democracy can only be truly implemented 
through the fulfillment of the people’s wishes. 
Last year, offices and departments under the 
State Council handled 8,666 pieces of suggestions 
submitted by NPC deputies and 5,718 proposals 
submitted by CPPCC members during the 2021 
“two sessions”, which accounted for 96.4 percent 
and 93.4 percent of the total numbers of motions 
and proposals, respectively, announced the State 
Council Information Office (SCIO) right before this 
year’s “two sessions”.

All the suggestions and proposals submitted by 
national lawmakers and political advisors during 
the “two sessions” last year have been handled on 
schedule, according to the SCIO.

After careful consideration of the suggestions 
from NPC deputies and CPPCC members, relevant 
departments adopted more than 4,300 pieces of 
advice and subsequently introduced over 1,600 
policies and measures.

The detailed data has fully proven that China 
has ensured that its people have channels to ex-
press their aspirations, wishes and demands on 
issues ranging from important national strategies 
and policies to social governance and basic neces-
sities of life, enabling their voices to be heard and 
their requests to be answered.

Discussions on the effectiveness of democracy 
have been mounting in the international commu-
nity.

People are well aware that in some countries, 

China’s sound governance has strong democratic foundations

High-quality democracy in China 
has improved the system, capacity and 
efficiency of national governance. 

China’s whole-process people’s de-
mocracy, created and developed in 
line with the country’s national condi-
tions, contributes a new model to the 
international political spectrum. It’s 
believed that Chinese democracy will 
surely show stronger vitality and make 
greater contributions to the progress 
of human civilization.

		

		  People’s Daily

practice of democracy has increasingly become 
empty promise—the people are only called upon to 
vote and then are forgotten once they have cast their 
votes; the people only hear high-sounding promises 
during an election campaign but have no say what-
soever afterwards; and they are wooed when their 
votes are wanted but are ignored once the election 
is over.

China always holds the belief that democracy is 
not a decorative ornament, but an instrument for 
addressing the issues that concern the people. A de-
mocracy that only provides people with channels to 
express their wishes but not ways to fulfill them is not 
a true democracy.

In China, the people’s status as masters of the coun-

try is the essence of people’s democracy. The coun-
try’s whole-process people’s democracy ensures that 
the people’s voices are heard and their wishes are 
represented in every aspect of China’s political and 
social life.

China’s democracy is a true democracy that works. 
It ensures that the people’s demands can be freely 
expressed and effectively fulfilled and that the Chi-
nese people are both the builders and beneficiaries 
of democracy.

In recent years, China has achieved major strategic 
achievements in the fight against COVID-19, histori-
cally eliminated absolute poverty, and built a moder-
ately prosperous society in all respects and resolved 
a series of major risks. The country has embarked on 

a new journey to fully build a modern 
socialist country and is marching to-
ward the goal of common prosperity.

These achievements couldn’t have 
been made without the efforts of the 
Chinese people empowered by the 
Chinese democracy.

China’s tremendous achievements 
in development have proved that its 
whole-process people’s democracy is 
reasonable and effective, and has pro-
moted the development and progress 
of the country and stimulated the 
creativity of the people, pointed out 
famous Egyptian jurist Shuki Said.

The closing meeting of the fifth session of the 13th National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) is held at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, 
March 10, 2022. (Photo by Lei Sheng/People’s Daily)

By Telesphor Magobe

I
F we look at the plight of multitudes of 
Ukrainians fleeing their home country, 
we cannot say with clear and honest 
conscience that what is happening in 

Ukraine is simply a “special military opera-
tion” as claimed by Russian authorities.

Neither can we say that repeated missile 
attacks in the towns and cities of Ukraine are 
in conformity with the United Nations (UN) 
Charter. They are not. We may use political 
excuses not to condemn the appalling situ-
ation in the country, but international law is 
very clear on what ought to be done and not 
be done with regard to international rela-
tions.

If we remain undecided, then we are not 
honest with ourselves and with those suffer-
ing the consequences of repeated missile at-
tacks in beleaguered towns and cities from 
February 24 to date, which has so far taken 
four weeks. Both Russia and Ukraine, being 
member states of the UN Charter, are bound 
by the UN Charter in their international rela-
tions and dispute settlement so that they may 
together live in peaceful coexistence.

Article 2(4) of the UN Charter states: “All 
members shall refrain in their international 
relations from the threat or use of force 
against the territorial integrity or political 
independence of any state, or in any other 
manner inconsistent with the purposes of the 
United Nations.” Invading another country 
the way Russia has done in Ukraine is clearly 
a violation of Article 2(4) of the UN Charter.

All member states of the UN Charter are 
obliged to conduct their affairs in conformity 

Judging Russian invasion of Ukraine in light of international law

with the principles of justice and inter-
national law. Various international law 
pieces of literature define international 
law as “the body of legal rules governing 
interaction between sovereign states 
(public international law) and the rights 
and duties of the citizens of sovereign 
states towards the citizens of other 
sovereign states (private international 
law).”

The extent of fatalities, casualties and 
the awful destruction of infrastructure 
and buildings, including civilian homes, 
and the fleeing of multitudes of citizens 
to seek refuge in other countries can 
hardly be equated with the so-called 
“special military operation”.

If this finds justification, then we are 

living in a world in which some world 
leaders successfully attempt to capture 
the moral high ground, but deep down 
in their hearts they have weak moral fi-
bre.

Describing the despicable situation in 
Ukraine, Pope Francis last Sunday said 
“there is no military operation [there], 
but a war which sows death, destruc-
tion, and misery.” During his address, 
he commended journalists for provid-
ing information on what was happen-
ing in Ukraine amidst risking their lives, 
stressing that “your service allows us to 
be close to the tragedy of that popula-
tion and enables us to assess the cruelty 
of a war.”

According to Catholic News Agency 

myr Zelenskiy was quoted by the media 
as saying “the talks are becoming more 
realistic”, Russian Foreign Minister Ser-
gei Lavrov said “there was some hope for 
compromise” as Russia was pushing for 
the neutral status of Ukraine, a “major 
Russian demand”.

Peace talks focus on Ukraine to acquire 
a neutral status similar to that of Austria 
or Sweden, members of the European 
Union that are outside the NATO military 
alliance, according to Reuters. Now the 
disturbing question is, if this is possible 
and if both parties agree that Ukraine ac-
quires a neutral status - that is, if it decides 
to be outside the NATO military alliance - 
couldn’t it be reached without causing all 
that trouble to Ukrainians?

But even if there were no war in the 
world, which is not possible, the mere fact 
that there is accumulation of weapons 
of mass destruction, such as nuclear and 
chemical weapons, including biological 
ones, is indicative of spiralling tension and 
conflict, which puts all of us in a rather un-
certain and precarious situation.

Frequent testing of ballistic missiles in 
some countries arouses in others a spirit 
of militarism and spending on armament. 
This is simply a way to destruction and not 
to development because it clearly shows 
how monstrous we are to one another.

Today’s proverb: “He goes long barefoot, 
he who waits for a dead person's shoes.”  

 The author is a lawyer based in Dar 
es Salaam. He can be reached at tma-
gobe@gmail.com 

The Law & You

(CNA), which covered Pope Francis’ Angelus address on Sunday, 
a law passed by the Russian Parliament “threatens those who 
spread ‘fake news’ with 15 years in prison, including those who 
speak of ‘war’ or ‘aggression against Ukraine’ and not of a spe-
cial military operation.”  

It sounds criminal and immoral too to claim there is nothing 
bad done to the people of Ukraine and that the special military 
operation does not target civilians. We have seen on TV screens 
some damaged civilian buildings in Ukraine and some civil-
ians, including older persons and children, being rescued from 
blasted buildings and others have lost their lives as reported by 
various media outlets.

Civilians (the civilian population and civilian objects) are pro-
tected under international humanitarian law and must not be 
subject to military targets during armed conflict. Only those 
involved in hostilities may be targeted. Certain categories of 
people protected include women, children, journalists, medical 
and religious personnel and nationals of neutral states.

Yet, on March 14, 2022, the UN Human Rights Office said 636 
civilians had been killed since the Russian invasion in Ukraine, 
but it had the view that the number could be higher than that. 
Some churches and mosques, and even hospitals, have also 
been blasted.

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
estimates that more than 3 million refugees have fled Ukraine 
by March 14 to other countries and Poland by far hosts the larg-
est number of refugees. If the deadly blasts are not stopped the 
number of fatalities, casualties and refugees will increase. Other 
refugee host countries include the United Kingdom, Romania, 
Moldova, Hungary and Slovakia.

According to CNN, President Vladimir Putin claims that 
Ukraine is part of Russia culturally, politically and linguistically. 
Other sources have it that Putin’s key demands before the in-
vasion were to block Ukraine from joining NATO, whose mem-
bers comprise 28 European countries and two North American 
countries, and assure Russia security guarantees.

Russia and Ukraine have been engaging in peace talks, but 
consensus has not been easy to reach. As of March 16, no con-
sensus had been reached. While Ukrainian President Voldody-



10 	 Saturday  19  March  2022

feature

By A Correspondent

T
HE National Social Security Fund 
(NSSF) has said it has increased 
its membership size by 19 per cent 
during the one year of Samia Su-

luhu Hassan’s presidency.
The Fund has registered 185,288 new 

members in the year compared to 155,192 
enrolled in the one-year ended February 
2021.

NSSF Director General Masha Mshomba 
has said most new members came from the 
private sector and the remaining from the 
informal sector, pushed up by technology 
and public awareness of pension payments.

He elaborated: “This success is due to 
measures taken by the Fund to strengthen 
its system that integrates employers and 
members through Information and Com-
munication Technology (ICT).

“Also, the success was the outcome of pro-
viding public awareness on social security, 
the positive response of employers and the 
cooperation of various government institu-
tions.”

Mshomba the year has seen NSSF achieve 
great success including ably managing so-
cial security activities by expanding its 
reach to the private and informal sectors 
through education and sensitisation on the 
importance of pension for their present 
and future lives.

Another factor that contributed to in-
creasing membership size was the review 
of the Voluntary Contribution Scheme to at-
tract new members from various informal 
sector groups especially, farmers, fisher-
men, pastoralists, women, motorcycle taxi 
riders (bodaboda) and Bajaj operators.

“The aim of this review is to increase the 
membership size and to have benefits that 
meet the needs of those groups,” Mshomba 
said.

Commenting on contributions, he said 
the Fund has increased its collection capac-
ity where over the past one year they have 
collected 1.13tr/- equivalent to a five percent 
increase of 1.07 tr/- which had collected 
over the one year ending February last year.

As of February28 this year, the value of 
the Fund increased by 10 per cent to reach 
5.6tr/- compared to 4.9tr/- realized by Feb-
ruary last year.

Mshomba said despite the impacts of Cov-
id-19 member’s contribution increased by 
54.1bn/- due to a number of steps taken to 
improve employers' audit systems through 
ICT as well as collection and contributions 
remittance through the Government e-Pay-
ment Gateway (GePG).

“These measures have made it easier for 
employers and members to submit their 
contributions and enable the Fund to in-
crease the collection by 5 per cent,” he 
noted.

The DG said NSSF paid various benefits 
to members and other beneficiaries worth 
579.2bn/- equivalent to an increase of 19 per 
cent compared to 488.3bn/- paid in the year 
ended February 2021.

He added that during the one-year term 
of the sixth phase government, the Fund’s 
revenue from various sources of investment 
was 228.9bn/- equivalent to an increase of 
48 per cent compared to 154.6bn/- collected 
in the one year ended February 2021.

“Success in this area has been largely at-

NSSF reports flourishing under President Samia

HE. Samia Suluhu Hassan

tributed to the steps taken by the Fund to 
prioritize investment in safer and more 
profitable areas such as Treasury Bills as 
well as strengthening revenue collection 
and control systems for revenue loss,” he 
said.

Mshomba said over the past one year, the 
Fund has made various improvements to 
ICT systems that have helped to facilitate 
access to customer service.   Some of the 
improvements have been made is the in-
troduction of the Employer Portal system, 

the Member Portal system and the Inspector Por-
tal system.

“These systems have enabled employers, mem-
bers and Fund auditing officers to carry out their 
duties without having to visit the employers' of-
fices or NSSF offices,” he said.

MASHA J. MSHOMBA - DIRECTOR GENERAL,  NSSF

However, he said that in order to improve 
services for members, the Fund has evaluat-
ed the expansion of its services in the Dar es 
Salaam Region due to customer congestion 
in some of the regional offices where two 
new Ubungo and Kigamboni offices have 
been established.

He urged public institutions to create a 
conducive environment for investment, 
noting that NSSF granted general amnesty 
to private sector that is employers with out-
standing arrears of contributions and penal-
ty to alleviate the burden and the inconven-
ience to citizens, especially NSSF members, 
so that they can receive their benefits on 
time for retirement or other cause of leaving 
employment.

The general amnesty which started on 1 
October to 30 November, 2021 privileged to 
the private sector employers who paid their 
outstanding arrears of contribution benefit-
ed by 100 per cent.

For employers who paid outstanding ar-
rears from 1 to 31  December, 2021 benefit-
ed by 75 per cent and those who paid their 
outstanding arrears in the month of January 
2022 benefited by 50 per cent. The DG said 
during President Samia’s one year in office, 
the Fund has successfully resolved disputes 
between itself and contractors who were 
implementing housing projects in Mtoni Ki-
jichi, Dungu and Toangoma in Dar es Salaam.

Out of the 15 contractors who had not 
completed their projects in 2018 when they 
were suspended, ten projects are expected 
to be completed by December 2022.

“The completion of these projects will in-
crease 1,426 houses in the housing market in 
Dar es Salaam which will reduce the housing 
shortage by taking in over 8,500 residents,” 
said Mshomba.

During the one-year, NSSF implemented 
the Mzizima hotel projects in Dar es Salaam 
and the Mwanza tourist hotel which is ex-
pected to be completed by December 2022.

According to the Fund's (actuarial valu-
ation) assessment conducted in 2021, the 
Fund is stable and sustainable for the next 
40 years.

The measure guarantees security to mem-
bers on their benefits and the assurance of 
receiving benefits for beneficiaries includ-
ing retirees who receive a monthly pension.

The Board of Trustees and NSSF staff have 
congratulated President Samia for stimulat-
ing performance within the Fund and thus 
achieve great success in the one year since 
she came to the power.

The DG has assured NSSF members the 
best possible services based on the strate-
gies devised for the private and informal 
sector so that more citizens can enjoy social 
security benefits.

NSSF was established under the NSSF Act 
of 2018 with the aim of providing social se-
curity services to employees in the private 
and informal sectors.

It performs four core functions: enrolling 
members from the private and informal sec-
tors, collecting contributions, investing and 
benefits payment.

According to the law, the NSSF members 
required to be registered are those from the 
private sector, foreign nationals working in 
Tanzania, employees of international insti-
tutions operating in the country and self-
employed in the informal sectors.Some of the NSSF houses as part of  its investment
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By Francis Kajubi, Kiteto

MARIA Lucas, a 30-year-old 
resident of Makame village in 
Manyara Region, holds up a glass 
of yellowish water and issues a 
challenge. “We have been shar-
ing water from ponds with wild 
animals and livestock,” she says. 
“Can you people from the cities 
drink this kind of water?”

The surrounding Makame 
Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA) was set up to conserve 
and sustainably use local wildlife 
while improving lives in Makame 
and other nearby villages. 

Controlled hunting by fee-pay-
ing tourists provides revenue to 
the local government and com-
munities. But, as Maria explains, 
drought increasingly threatens 
the people, their livestock and 
the wildlife they live with. Conflict 
over water resources is rising.

The problem is not confined to 
Makame. An investigation by The 
Guardian reveals that nearly all of 
Tanzania’s 22 WMAs lack perma-
nent water sources to serve for 
dry seasons. 

There are concerns that wildlife 
in these areas will struggle to sur-
vive future prolonged droughts 
unless tourism investors, the gov-
ernment and local communities 
jointly set up water supply infra-
structure. As the climate changes, 
increasing drought threats, peo-
ple are calling for urgent action to 
enable communities and wildlife 
to adapt.

Wildlife and communities
Under Tanzania’s Wildlife Con-

servation Act No 5 of 2009, vil-
lagers can set aside some of their 
land as a WMA for the sustainable 
conservation and utilization of 
wildlife resources. The Wildlife 
Conservation (Wildlife Manage-
ment Areas) Regulations, 2017, 
and its 2019 minor amendments, 
outline roles and responsibilities.

Villagers must manage their 
WMAs through 'authorized asso-
ciations’ formed by village coun-
cils. These associations can enter 
into agreements with private 
investors regarding the manage-
ment of parts of their WMA, with 
revenues contributing to conser-
vation and socio-economic devel-
opment. 

District Councils monitor en-
forcement of wildlife laws, par-
ticipate in the process of negotia-
tion of agreements between the 
authorized associations and in-
vestors, and monitor investment 
in the WMAs.

The Makame WMA began this 
journey in 2003 but did not start 
operating until 2012, when it re-
ceived its user rights. The area 
comprises 331,171 acres of open 
woodland and shrubland. It is 
home to diverse species of mam-
mals from elephants, buffaloes 
and antelopes, to pangolins, leop-
ards and wild dogs. 

The abundant wildlife is a 
source of revenue, thanks to the 
high fees tourist hunters are will-
ing to pay.

According to the National Bu-
reau of Statistics, Tanzania earns 
about 20 billion/- a year from 
tourism hunting in areas under 
the custody of the Tanzania Wild-
life Management Authority. In 
2014, after conducting the neces-
sary surveys, the Makame WMA 
decided to gain a share of these 
revenues by creating three tour-
ism hunting blocks. Two of these 
have now been leased to compa-
nies called Sunset Tarangire Lim-
ited and PH Asma that operate 
hunting safaris.

The WMA is managed by the 
Indema Authorized Association, 
whose name is an abbreviation of 
its three founder villages: Irkuish-
bor, Ndedo and Makame. Its ten 
members represent the five vil-
lages that now participate in the 
WMA. 

They act to ensure that the 
WMA is helping to address the 
priorities of the communities by, 
for example, improving health, 
education, economic empower-
ment and infrastructure.

Makame WMA Manager, Supuk 
Olekao, says that 80 percent of 
the money it collects from tour-
ism hunting is dedicated to social 
issues in the five beneficiary vil-

lages. The remaining 20 percent 
pays for the WMA’s operational 
costs. 

Olekao says the revenues have 
so far enabled at least 600 indi-
viduals to benefit from the Com-
munity Health Insurance Fund 
and, as of 2020, had supported 
80 students to complete higher 
education. 

“Between 2014 and 2019, the 
five villages earned 225 mil-
lion/- [per year on average] from 
Makame WMA,” says Olekao. “In 
2020/21 they earned 334 million. 
With this amount, at least 60 stu-
dents are currently being facilitat-
ed to pursue their studies in dif-
ferent colleges and universities.”

Revenues rose sharply last year 
because the two hunting blocks 
received more hunters of diverse 
wild animal species than before, 
says Olekao. This included un-
common antelope species, such 
as gerenuk, lesser kudu and oryx, 
which cost hunters between 
US$3000 and US$3,500 per indi-
vidual killed.

Drought strikes
When drought struck in 2021, 

local people and wildlife suffered. 
Rain stopped in early April, but 
according to the Tanzania Mete-
orological Authority the drought 
did not officially begin until Oc-
tober. 

This was followed by the warm-
est and driest November since 
1970. December was third warm-
est on record and, overall, 2021 
emerged as the fourth driest year 
recorded since 1970. For women 
like Maria Lucas, the lack of water 
became a daily struggle.

“We women were forced to 
walk at least 40 kilometres to oth-
er villages [and back] in search of 
water for household needs and 
for providing calves and weak 
or sick livestock water to drink,” 
she says. “Drought really affected 
women’s health due to walking 
long distances.”

Maria said the drought forced 
men and women to go at least 
25 days without having a bath. 
Eventually, she says, villagers 
had to hire a person with a three-
wheeled motorcycle to fetch wa-
ter from villages at least 50 kilo-
metres away.

From September 2021 to early 
in January 2022, the villagers 
were paying 150,000/- for 30 
buckets of 20 litres. Unfortunate-
ly, this amount of water could not 
last two days because both peo-
ple and livestock needed it.

“Last year’s drought was very 
extreme,” says Makame resident 
Naisujaki Lesikarr, who is also the 
ward chairperson of the Chama 
Cha Mapinduzi ruling party’s 

women’s wing (UWT).  “It pulled 
us into poverty following the 
deaths of hundreds of our live-
stock.”

While the people and their 
animals suffered, wildlife went 
thirsty too. The severe drought 
dried out ponds and led to a scar-
city of grasses for grazing wildlife. 
Noah Sitati, Wildlife Species Ex-
pert from World Wildlife Fund 
(WWF) in Arusha says the loss of 
grass poses additional risks.

“When severe drought hits, 
wild animals are forced to eat 
short growing grasses,” he says. 
“As a result, they sometimes feed 
grasses with soil, thus they suffer 
from anthrax. Official figures are 
yet to be released but many wild-
life died from the disease through 
2021.”

In Makame, antelopes, zebras 
and other animals moved out of 
the WMA and into villagers’ land 
in search of water and pasture. 
“Villagers’ maize farms were in-
vaded by buffaloes and elephants 
searching for something to eat,” 
says Maria.

Kiteto District Commissioner 
Mbaraka Batenga, adds that 
sometimes as many as four buf-
faloes were rescued in a single 
week at the peak of the drought 
in November 2021 from muddy 
ponds where they had become 
trapped in their search for water. 

Other buffaloes were not so 
fortunate. Makame Village Chair-
man, Isaya Tutala, a member of 
Indema Authorized Association, 
says at least eight buffaloes died 
in the village between September 
and December last year.

The drought triggered a scram-
ble for drinking water between 
the Makame ward residents and 
wildlife from the WMA. Local 
people say human-wildlife con-
flict peaked between September 
2021 and January 2020, when 
residents were forced to share in-
sufficient water from ponds with 
wild animals and livestock.

A way forward
“Drought kept us on our toes,” 

says District Commissioner 
Batenga “And invited stakehold-
ers and conservators to set a way 
forward.”

In November 2021, the District 
Council and the two investors 
Sunset Tarangire Limited and 
PH Asma agreed that the com-
panies would each build and fill 
two water-retaining dams within 
the WMA as an urgent adaptation 
measure. Meanwhile longer-term 
plans to address the implications 
of drought for wildlife will be dis-
cussed through consultations by 
the central government.

PH Asma Manager, Mathayo 

Mkwatia, says the company com-
pleted construction of its two 
dams, in its Masai hunting block, 
in January 2022. Sunset Taran-
gire Limited has completed one 
dam in Katikati village. 

Construction of the second 
dam, in Irkuishbor ward, was 
postponed due to rain that start-
ed in early February. Both dams 
have a capacity of 20,000 litres, 
and will be kept full with water 
transported from new wells.

Sunset Tarangire Limited had 
taken over the Irkuishbor hunt-
ing block from another hunting 
safari company in August 2021, 
on a ten-year contract with 
Makame WMA. Raymond Mdoe, 
the company’s Operation Man-
ager for the Irkuishbor block, 
says the need to improve water 
resources was obvious.

“We had found the block very 
dry, with no water for wild ani-
mals,” says Mdoe, adding that 
the company had immediately 
started drilling two deep wells 
within the block. 

“The company is building 
another six extra dams and 
drilling another six deep wells 
altogether, outside of the WMA 
investment contract terms. This 

is because two dams alone can-
not meet the demand of wild 
animals in the WMA.”

Wider challenges
Makame WMA is not alone. 

According to the Tanzania Mete-
orological Authority, in a report 
released on 3 March, there has 
not been such a severe drought 
for 20 years. Throughout 2021, 
temperatures were 0.5 degrees 
Celsius above the long-term av-
erage recorded between 1981 
and 2021. 

Dr Maurus Msuha, Director 
of Wildlife Unit in the Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Tour-
ism, says the ministry is tak-
ing measures in national parks 
and WMAs to mitigate drought, 
through the Tanzania National 
Parks Authority (TANAPA) and 
the Tanzania Wildlife Manage-
ment Authority (TAWA), respec-
tively.

TANAPA’s Conservation Com-
missioner, William Mwakilema, 
acknowledges that the drought 
had disturbed wildlife in some 
national parks and wildlife man-
agement areas through 2021.

“Initially, we believed in a say-
ing – ‘let nature decide its own 

cause’,” he says. “Plans for build-
ing dams and drilled wells have 
been in place for some years, 
but the delay was due to the fact 
that such extreme drought hasn't 
been experienced before. Cli-
mate change impacts have kept 
us on our toes.”

Mwakilema says that since 
mid-2021, TANAPA has allocated 
a total of 669.4 million/- to con-
struct dams and drill deep wells 
in Mkomazi, Mikumi and Kat-
avi National Parks. He says the 
works will be completed before 
the end of this year.

Meanwhile, WMAs face a 
shortage of finance. TAWA’s Act-
ing Conservation Commissioner, 
Mabula Misungwi admits that 
things are not going well with 
the management of funds in 
some WMAs. He says that since 
TAWA was established, in 2014, 
it has been striving with a mea-
gre budget for infrastructure 
development in the country’s 22 
WMAs.

“With funds extended by the 
Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Tourism, the authority has 
been working on key infrastruc-
ture such as roads to facilitate 
easy connectivity,” says Misung-

wi. “Plans for constructing water 
dams are in the pipeline. Besides, 
TAWA is considering procure-
ment of water well-drilling rigs.”

Misungwi says the 12.9 billion/- 
that TAWA has been allocated for 
infrastructure development in 
all 22 WMAs, in the current fiscal 
year, is not enough. He says TAWA 
needs to be allocated 150bn/- for 
it to be comfortable with its oper-
ational activities including infra-
structure development in WMAs 
and Game Reserved Areas.

Rising risks
The Tanzania Meteorological 

Authority has not yet declared 
the drought to be over. But in 
mid-February it said that most 
parts of Tanzania that receive 
rains twice a year should receive 
normal to above normal rainfall 
in the long rains season, from late 
February to the end of May. 

The rains will offer respite to 
people and wildlife in Makame 
WMA. But in the longer-term, cli-
mate change will bring increasing 
threats of drought.

In October 2021, the World Me-
teorological Organization’s ‘2021 
State of Climate Services’ report 
presented a grim reminder that 
Africa’s 1.3 billion people remain 
in extreme poverty as the con-
tinent warms. Last year, Africa 
warmed more rapidly than the 
world average, the report said. 

As temperatures rise, already 
arid and semi-arid regions face 
more frequent and longer-lasting 
droughts, increasing the threats 
to vulnerable communities, live-
stock and wildlife.

In Makame, the villagers The 
Guardian spoke to are calling for 
action. Isaya Ole-Kilae, a Makame 
Ward Councillor, suggests that 
every village should be supplied 
with tap water from deep drilled 
wells to ensure a water supply 
during extreme dry seasons.

“The whole world has tasted 
the bitterness of climate change 
effects,” he says. “It is high time 
for the central government to 
bring forward policies and strat-
egies regarding climate change 
resilience. A well-organized 
survey should be conducted in 
semi-arid places like Makame to 
initiate water well drilling pro-
jects.” 

Some, like Makame Village 
Chairman, Isaya Tutala, are 
speaking for the animals too.

“Think of all these struggles 
by humans in search of water 
in relation to wild animals that 
can’t make their own source or 
pay for accessing the utility,” he 
says, pointing out the remains of 
a dead buffalo. “Something must 
be done and the time is now.”

This piece is written with 
support from  Internews’ 
Earth Journalism Network.

Drought upsets harmony between people, wildlife in northern Tanzania
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Cold war divisions and Soviet Union nostalgia may be clouding African nations’ attitudes to war in Ukraine
By Peter Fabricius

U
kraine has withdrawn 
an important contingent 
of peacekeepers from the 
United Nations (UN) Or-

ganization Stabilization Mission in 
the Democratic Republic of the Con-
go (Monusco) to defend their home-
land. The move symbolises wider 
concerns that Europe may retreat 
from Africa as it confronts a growing 
threat from Russia that so blatantly 
manifested itself on 24 February. 

Like climate change, Africa may 
have done very little — or indeed 
nothing — to cause the war in Ukraine, 
but is nonetheless feeling the im-
pact. Fuel, cooking oil and wheat 
prices have risen rapidly, the latter 
particularly affecting dry North Afri-
can countries like Egypt that depend 
heavily on imports. And rising global 
inflation has consequences for Africa 
like everyone else.

Amid the general economic gloom, 
there could be some glimmers of 
opportunity, as Jakkie Cilliers, Head 
of International Futures and Inno-
vation at the Institute for Security 
Studies (ISS) in Pretoria, notes. South 
Africa, for example, is a net exporter 
of maize and some of the same min-
erals — like platinum — that are being 
hit by Western sanctions against Rus-
sia. It may be able to take advantage 
and fill some of the vacua.

And he observes that Africa more 
broadly could and should try to fill 
the gap in oil and gas supplies to Eu-
rope that will open up as it reduces 
its vast dependence on Russian en-
ergy. Cilliers says this creates an op-
portunity to exploit and export the 
Sahara’s huge solar energy potential 
to Europe.

He told ISS Today that Africa’s 
many gas producers should also be 
gearing up to replace Russian gas 
supplies. Of course, both would be 
long-term projects, considering that 
Europe aims to stop buying Russian 
gas in around 2030.

What does the Ukraine war mean 
for Africa politically? As ISS Senior 
Researcher Priyal Singh points out, 
the war has been sharply divisive 
in Africa. That was demonstrated in 
statistical terms by the UN General 
Assembly vote on 2 March to con-
demn Russia for its ‘aggression’ and 
demand a withdrawal from Ukraine, 
respecting its territorial integrity 
and sovereignty.

Twenty-seven African states voted 
for the resolution, just one — Eritrea 
— voted against, while 17 abstained 
and the rest were absent. Globally, 
the resolution was overwhelmingly 
supported, with 141 votes in favour, 
five against and 35 abstentions. So 
the proportion of African countries 
not supporting the decision was dis-
proportionately high.

Part of the reason, Cilliers points 
out, was the nostalgia that South 
Africa and several other Southern 
African states still feel for the Soviet 
Union’s support of their liberation 
struggles. Part was probably also Af-
rican states’ reluctance to be drawn 
into an apparent resurrection of the 
Cold War in which many African 
countries were mere proxies.

And a new element was also Rus-
sia’s recent growing influence in Af-
rica. The country has consciously 
attempted to make up for the lost 
intervening years by reviving the old 
Soviet-era relations with the con-
tinent. This was formalised in the 
first Russia-Africa summit in 2019 in 

Sochi. Russia has also been expanding its mili-
tary footprint, largely through proxy, suppos-
edly private, military companies like Wagner, 
in countries like the Central African Republic, 
Libya, Mali and perhaps beyond.

As Cilliers notes, Russia is essentially play-
ing the spoiler here, seemingly motivated by 
a desire to frustrate Western powers such as 
France. And it’s offering little more than suc-
cour to putschists and other authoritarians 
and no sustainable model for Africa to follow. 

South Africa no doubt spoke for many of 
the abstainers when it emphasised the need 
for the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(Nato) to take greater account of Russia’s se-
curity interests — and even blamed it for the 
war — while also demanding Russia’s with-
drawal from Ukraine.

This contrasted with the speech that Ken-
ya’s ambassador to the UN, Martin Kimani, 
gave to the Security Council on 22 February 
in which he gave Putin a pertinent history 
lesson. Addressing Putin’s nostalgia for that 
greater Russia that disappeared in 1991 with 
the collapse of the Soviet Union — and which 
the invasion of Ukraine seemed designed to 
resurrect — Kimani said most African states 
had been created by imperial powers, paying 
no heed to ethnic affiliations. 

But if African states had chosen at inde-
pendence to try to reunite their ethnic, ra-
cial or religious groupings, “we would still be 
waging bloody wars these many decades lat-
er.” Instead, Kimani advised Putin, “We must 
complete our recovery from the embers of 
dead empires in a way that does not plunge 
us back into new forms of domination and 
oppression.” 

Singh laments that Africa couldn’t adopt a 
united position on the Ukraine war. African 

Union Commission chairperson Moussa Faki 
Mahamat and current African Union chair 
Senegal’s President Macky Sall outlined a 
possible common stance in their joint state-
ment on 24 February. 

They called on “the Russian Federation 
and any other regional or international actor 
to imperatively respect international law, the 
territorial integrity and national sovereignty 
of Ukraine.” They urged negotiations “to pre-
serve the world from planetary conflict” — 
an evident reference to the concern that the 
war could go nuclear. 

Yet even Sall couldn’t align Senegal behind 
a vote for the General Assembly resolution, 
preferring to abstain. Sall might have been 
trying to remain neutral to help mediate the 
conflict, as suggested by his call to Putin last 
week. 

South Africa’s President Cyril Ramaphosa 
also talked to Putin — perhaps in part not to 
be upstaged by Sall — and tweeted that he 
had been approached by an unnamed third 
party to mediate. But there was no credible 
evidence of a serious mediation effort as the 
Ukrainians said they hadn’t been contacted. 
So this looked more like an effort to justify 
South Africa sitting on the fence for other 
reasons, including its BRICS (Brazil, Russia, 
India, China, and South Africa) economic al-
legiance.

These sharply varied responses show that 
the Ukraine war is resurrecting some Cold 
War divisions between African states and 
within them. But more concerning than Afri-
ca’s lack of unity was that only 27 of its states 
stood up to condemn a major nuclear power 
for invading its much smaller neighbour on 
implausible grounds such as ‘denazification’. 	
				               DM

 Russian President Vladimir Putin (L) speaks with South African President Cyril Ramaphosa at the first plenary session as part of the 2019 Russia-Africa Summit at the Sirius Park of 
Science and Art in Sochi, Russia, 24 October 2019. File photo



13	         Saturday 19 March 2022

BUSINESS

Distributors warned against 
hoarding of sugar in Moshi

By Correspodent Mary Mosha, MOSHI

DAYS are numbered for dis-
tributors of sugar in Moshi 
who are holding the com-
modity in their warehouse, 

to create artificial scarcity and increase 
profit.

This follows an increased sugar pric-
es in the region as the commodity is 
somehow not found in various outlets.

The Kilimanjaro regional commis-
sioner Steven Kigaigai made the cau-
tion recently, saying the government 
will not turn blind eye of the created 
problem.

He says traders who do this should 
stop immediately as a special task 
force has been formed, to investigate 

the source of the problem.
Kagaigai said the government is sat-

isfied with the sugar production, espe-
cially TPC Moshi sugar factory, saying 
those who will found holding the com-
modity will be dealt accordingly.

“I have witnessed the production 
here but I can assure you that the gov-
ernment has set up a special task force 
to investigate this problem, which 
seems to be being manipulated by the 
traders,” he during his official tour at 
TPC to see the state of production.

He says the government is com-
mitted to ensure no sugar shortage is 
happening and has put mechanism to 
monitor the supply chain.

“Arbitrary rise in prices must be 
stopped. I strongly urge traders what 

you are doing this,” he says.
The Moshi Sugar Factory (TPC), has 

increased its sugar production from 
108,000 tones per annum to 108,800 
tones. The factory’s Chief Executive Of-
ficer and Administration Officer, Jafary 
Ally, says they have enough sugar and 
what is happening is not their fault, 
but unscrupulous traders who want to 
maximize profits.

“For the past five years since 2017 the 
TPC sugar factory has never raised the 
price of sugar, from 2017 to-date sugar 
price increased only by 100/- per kilo,” 
he says.

According to Jaffary, TPC sells 450 
tons of sugar per day, but by the time 
they have stopped production for re-
pairs to their plants, more traders have 

emerged and now the factory sells 600 
tons of sugar per day.

Figures show the actual demand 
for sugar in Tanzania is 690,000 tons 
per year, but its production is approxi-
mately three hundred thousand tons 
thus having a deficit of 350,000 tones. 

Although the government has been 
making efforts to increase productiv-
ity including ensuring that industries 
and farmers practice productive agri-
culture.

According to figures from the Minis-
try of Agriculture, sugar production in 
the country has been increasing over 
the past five years, with production in-
creasing by 78.3 percent from 295,775 
tons in 2015/2016 to 377,527 tons in 
2020/2021.

Kenya to lift ban on scrap metal business
 NAIROBI

THE State now plans to lift a ban 
it imposed on export and dealings 
in scrap metal in a move set to of-
fer a sigh of relief to traders whose 
businesses closed since the direc-
tive in January.  

Interior Cabinet Secretary Fred 
Matiang’i on Wednesday said the 
ban will however be lifted only if 
scrap metal dealers apply for fresh 
licences and join associations be-
fore being allowed to ply the trade.

In the proposed regulations, Mr 
Matiang’i said that licensed deal-
ers, millers, and smelters will be 
charged Sh250,000 in annual fees 
while agents and jua kali collectors 
will fork Sh150, 000 and Sh50, 000 
respectively.

“We are not going to allow the 
sector to continue operating in an 
unlicensed manner and no amount 
of political intimidation or pressure 
will make us abandon the resolve,’’ 
said Mr Matiang’i.

“We are not building infrastruc-
ture for scrap metals vandals. We’d 
rather the scrap business died but 
we managed to protect our critical 
infrastructure.”

President Uhuru Kenyatta in 
January imposed a ban on exports 

Nationwide blackout as power grid collapses again
By Emmanuel Addeh and Udora Orizu,  

Nigeria’s national power grid collapsed yester-
day, causing a nationwide outage as the entire 
system crashed due to the loss of 1,100 mega-
watts from a 3,700mw peak generation earlier 
recorded.

This was just as airline operators in Nigeria 
yesterday warned that they have only three days 
left to shut down operations over lingering scar-
city of aviation fuel.

For the power sector, as at yesterday after-
noon, the system was yet to pick up load, accord-
ing to a grid operations report, which showed 

that just three Generation Companies (Gencos) 
were trying to restart, but were yet to generate 
any energy.

  Minister of Power,   Abubakar Aliyu, called 
an emergency meeting yesterday to resolve all 
outstanding issues with the stakeholders in the 
Nigerian Electricity Supply Industry (NESI) as a 
result of the worsening power situation.

According to the grid operation trend, of 
the active 25 Gencos on the grid, 19 were 
producing power as of 6am, when the grid had 
3,867.60MW, but that began to reduce gradually 
until it dropped to 2,761.20MW by 10am after 
six Gencos went down, leaving just 13, before 

crashing to zero at 10.40 am.
THISDAY learnt that at least 1,100MW was 

initially lost from the 3,867MW peak generation 
before the Gencos started shutting down.

The analysis showed that the affected 
plants included Azura-Edo IPP (Gas), which 
was generating 447MW earlier, and Shiroro 
hydropower, which had 300MW earlier and 
later went off. Trans-Amadi (Gas) lost 92MW, 
Alaoji NIPP (Gas) lost 75MW, while Ihovbor NIPP 
(Gas) lost 101MW.

As of yesterday, the Transmission Company of 
Nigeria (TCN), which manages the power grid, 
had yet to comment on the immediate cause of 

the collapse, although, it was the first in the year.
The blackout had worsened throughout the 

country around 10:40am, after the national grid 
collapsed, with the Eko Electricity Distribution 
Company, confirming the incident in a text mes-
sage to its customers.

The text message read, “Dear esteemed cus-
tomers, a system collapse occurred on the na-
tional grid at 10:40am today, leading to outages 
across our network. We are working on the situ-
ation with our TCN partners and will keep you 
updated.

“We sincerely apologise for the inconvenience 
this may have caused.”

Abuja Electricity Distribution Company 
(AEDC) also pleaded for the understanding of 
its customers, noting that it is taking appropriate 
steps to ameliorate the effect.

The Disco stated, “Dear esteemed customer, 
we experienced general outage across AEDC 
network at 10:40am today due to a system col-
lapse which occurred on the national grid.

“Appropriate measures are now being taken to 
restore normal supply as quickly as possible. We 
sincerely apologise for the inconvenience.”

While confirming the system collapse yester-
day, Kaduna Electricity assured its customers 
that power would soon be restored.

TPC chief executive officer, Jafary Ally (in white shirt) briefs Kilimanjaro Regional Commissioner Steven Kagaigai on how the factory operates. (Photo by Correpondent Mary 
Mosha)

and dealings in scrap metal, 
hitting hard traders who were 
operating in the sector.

Mr Kenyatta put a mora-
torium on the export or the 
buying or selling of any scrap 
material until proper guide-
lines are put in place to regu-
late the sector.

He said the moratorium 
will ensure that materials are 
not coming from the hard-
won investments that the 
Kenyan people have made.

The ban followed the van-

dalism of transmission lines 
and critical road and rail in-
frastructure.

In one of the incidences 
in January, a breakdown at 
Kenya Power’s transmission 
line caused a blackout that af-
fected customers across ma-
jor cities in the country such 
as Nairobi.

The electricity distributor 
said then that the outage was 
caused by a collapsed tower 
on the Kiambere-Embakasi 
high voltage transmission 

line. 
Regulations in the sector 

were needed to implement 
the Scrap Metal Act of 2015.

The law will among other 
things require scrap metal 
dealers to keep track of the 
source of their metal in a bid 
to guard against vandalism of 
infrastructures like bridges, 
railways, roads, and electric-
ity transmission lines.

The Scrap Metal Act was 
enacted in 2015 but is yet to 
take effect due to the absence 

of regulations to govern the 
scrap metal trade.

Most dealers in the sector 
are not licensed, making it 
hard for authorities to hold 
players accountable to losses 
in the country’s strategic in-
vestments.

“Only 20 scrap metal deal-
ers are officially licensed in 
the country while 91 others 
have their applications pend-
ing,” said Trade Secretary 
Betty Maina.

 By Correspondent Sabato Kasika

As President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
marks one year since she asumed 
office, it is widely believed that  she has 
succeeded in strengthening economic 
diplomacy.

This was stated by the Chairman 
of the Tanzania Institute of Good 
Governance and Development 
(CEGODETA), Thomas Ngawaiya, while 
evaluating the one-year institution of 
President Samia in power.

“In his efforts to boost the country’s 
economy, he has used international 
platforms to put Tanzania on the 
tourism map through a program called 
Royal Tour,” said Ngawaiya.

The chairman said that over the 
past one year, the President has 
participated in various international 
forums that can bring investors to 
the country and stimulate Tanzania’s 
economic growth.

“But also within this year, his 
government has facilitated the signing 
of an investment agreement worth 
19trn/- in United Arabs Emirates (UAE), 
which is expected to generate more 
than 200,000 jobs,” he said.

He explained that the jobs will be 
created by both UAE government and 
private investments in Tanzania, as 
CEGODETA is interested on the taken 
action and performance.

In a statement, Ngawaiya said, when 
President Samia came to power on 
March 19 last year, economic growth 
had dropped from 7 percent in 2019 
to 4.8 percent in 2020 due to Covid-19 
pandemic.

In addition, he said, for poor 
countries like Tanzania, the only 
way to take action is to use economic 
diplomacy, and that is what the 
President is doing.

“I heard the Ministry of Finance 
saying that, between July last year 
and last month, the government has 
received 3.1trn/- from development 
partners as soft loans,” he said.

He said, the ministry noted that 
the amount of money is equivalent to 
the efficiency of 119.2 percent of the 
expectation to receive Shs. 2.6 trillion 
as a result of economic diplomacy 
headed by President Samia.

Ngawaiya said, in an effort to boost 
the country’s economy, President 
Samia is working with the slogan; ‘If 
you want to go fast, walk alone and ‘If 
you want to go far, go with others.’

He said, recognizing the importance 
of cooperation with other nations, 
since his inauguration, he has visited 
various African, European and 
American countries, in an effort to 
strengthen economic diplomacy.

Samia applauded 
for achievements 
made in economic 
diplomacy record 

I heard the Ministry of 
Finance saying that, 
between July last 
year and last month, 
the government has 
received 3.1trn/- from 
development partners 
as soft loans
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Walkabout Resources scoops 2022 Mining Elites award

 By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

THE College of Business Education 
(CBE) has embarked on apprenticeship 
studies after research they conducted 
in 2016 realized that 60 percent of its 
graduates employ themselves in different 
field of work.

This was revealed this week in Dar es 
Salaam by the College Deputy Rector, 
(Academic, Research and Consultancy), 
Professor, Edda Lwoga, during a breakfast 
meeting with human resource managers 
(HROs), from various companies.

She said the breakfast meeting aim 
is to aligning business education with 
labor market and they need feedback of 
performances of the CBE graduates and 
do curriculum changes where necessary.

She said in 2016 the college conducted 
survey and came with the fact that 60 
percent of its graduates are self-employed 
and that is the reason they have decided 
to embark on apprenticeship studies as a 
move to reduce employment problem in 
the country.

 “In 2016 we conducted survey and we 
traced all of our graduates where they 
are and we found that 60 percent of them 
have employed themselves in different 
field of works and the results of the 
survey made us to review our curriculum 
according to market demands,” she said

Either, she added that currently they 
came up with teaching module where by 
a student in the programme use half of 
his time in class and half of the time to the 
employer where he will gain experience 
to employ himself on completion of his 
studies, the move which aim is to reduce 
the number of job seekers in the country. 

 “We have also introduced incubation 
program whereby a student bring 
business ideas and we give a mentor 
from our college to groom the idea so 
that the student can use to do business 
after completing their studies here at 
CBE,” she said

Deputy Rector (Planning, Finance and 
Administration) Dr Emmanuel Munishi, 
meanwhile said due to the increase in 
demand for business education they 
have decided to spread their wings to 
Zanzibar, Lindi and Iringa.

“We have invited you because you are 
the ones who decide whom to employ 
and by which criteria. You are the ones 
who put in place company plan but on 
our part we are concern with teaching so 
we need feedback from you which kind 
of people you need from us,” he said 

He said they invited human resource 
managers and marketing personnel to 
visit the college so that they can witness 
the environment which their hopeful 
workers are natured so that they give 
their views for improvement where 
necessary.

CBE embarks on  
apprenticeship 
studies to reduce 
unemployment

New initiative to support small-scale producers in sub-Saharan Africa

 By Correspondent Geoffrey Nangai

A
USTRALIAN Stock Ex-
change (ASX) listed Walk-
about Resources that op-
erates the Lindi Jumbo 

graphite project in south-east Tan-
zania emerged winner for the Min-
ing Elites in Africa 2022 Award after 
scooping the   Greenfields Projects 
Developments Award category.

The 2022 edition of Mining Elites in 
Africa was geared towards shining a 
spotlight on companies, projects and 
individuals making a sustainable dif-
ference to the mining industry in Af-
rica.

According to a statement issued 
by the company’s CEO Andrew Cun-
ningham, since the company began 
working on the Lindi Jumbo Project 
in 2015, it has taken every step to 
conscientiously develop the graphite 
mine that adheres to local require-
ments and exemplifies the relatively 
untapped potential for successful, 
ethical graphite production in Tan-
zania.

“We are proud to receive the Min-
ing Elites in Africa 2022: Winner – 
Greenfields Projects Developments 
Award. We commenced work on the 
work on the Lindi Jumbo graphite 
project 2015, making the discovery 
which is the foundation of the project 
in the same year. Today, roughly, six 
years later, it is on the brink of bring-
ing the deposit to account with first 
production,” he said

He noted that development of 
the company’s flagship Lindi Jum-
bo Graphite Project Tanzania is on 
track, maintaining that production at 
the site will commence in the second 
quarter next year.

EcoGraf mulls demerger of some Tanzanian assets
 PERTH 

DIVERSIFIED battery anode mate-
rials company EcoGraf has unveiled 
plans to demerge its battery cathode 
materials subsidiary, Innogy.

The ASX-listed EcoGraf told share-
holders that it would separately list 
Innogy on the ASX to provide share-
holders with direct exposure to a nick-
el-focussed battery minerals company, 
in Tanzania.

EcoGraf currently holds the largest 
nickel exploration tenement package 
in Tanzania, covering 4 600 km2, with 
the company saying on Tuesday that 
the demerger would unlock share-
holder value in the company’s exten-
sive nickel database comprising geo-
logical mapping, geophysical surveys, 
geochemical analysis and exploration 
drilling acquired over the last 10 years.

The company noted that the new 

nickel focussed battery mineral busi-
ness provided EcoGraf shareholders 
with unique exposure to both anode 
and cathode battery minerals required 
by a global battery market forecast to 
expand at more than 30 percent per 
year to 2030.

EcoGraf will retain a cornerstone 
shareholding in Innogy, with share-
holders to receive a priority offer of 
new Innogy shares.

In February this year, EcoGraf (EGR) 
representatives met with the Tan-
zanian Government to discuss the 
proposed development of its Epanko 
graphite project in Tanzania.

The company said its Tanzania-
based project development company 
TanzGraphite held a number of meet-
ings with several government officials 
and described progress as “encourag-
ing.”

Epanko was showcased at Tanzania’s 
fourth International Minerals and Min-
ing Investment Conference in Dar es 
Salaam on February 22-23.

EcoGraf said TanzGraphite present-
ed to government officials who attend-
ed the conference including Vice-Pres-
ident Dr Philip Mpango and Minerals 
minister Dr Doto Biteko.

The company said there was “signifi-
cant interest” in the Epanko project in 

its capacity to potentially deliver long-
term benefits for Tanzanians through 
access to “new industries, export mar-
kets, employment, training and com-
munity development programs.”

EcoGraf said it was continuing to 
advance its Epanko debt financing 
program on the back of the positive 
Tanzanian investment climate and an 
increase in demand and prices for bat-
tery graphite.

 By Guardian Correspondent

THE Global Alliance for Livestock 
Veterinary Medicines (GALVmed) has 
partnered with Elanco Animal Health 
to launch a new initiative to manage 
ticks and tick-borne diseases in Africa, 
according to a statement issued by the 
alliance.

MAHABA (Managing Animal Health 
and Acaricides for a Better Africa) aims 
to support small-scale producers in 
Nigeria and Uganda by defining and 
implementing strategies to effectively 
control tick infestations in cattle. 

Elanco brings a comprehensive acari-
cide portfolio in affordable small pack 
sizes together with expertise on tick 
control to local livestock producers. 

Additionally, Elanco commits to bring-
ing its comprehensive product portfolio 
for cattle and poultry to Nigeria, open-
ing a new market for the company. 

GALVmed on the other hand, will 
leverage its practical knowledge and 
understanding of the small-scale live-
stock producer sector to contribute to 
the initiative’s outcome of increasing 
uptake of improved products, services 
and practices by small-scale producers.

 “We are excited to collaborate with 
Elanco to enable access and proper use 
of high-quality acaricides and innova-
tive tools that empower small-scale pro-
ducers to successfully tackle the impact 
of ticks as well as prevent tick-borne dis-
eases,” said Carolin Schumacher, GAL-
Vmed’s Chief Executive Officer.

She said will help farmers raise 
healthier animals, grow their farms’ 
efficiency and output and eventually 
allows them to make better returns on 
their investments.

Building on the success of Elanco’s 
first shared value initiative in East Af-
rica, East Africa Growth Accelerator, the 

TNR Engineering kicked off work for the Lindi Jumbo graphite project in late August last year beginning with a bridge required for crossing a river crossing to the site. The work 
was undertaken under the supervision of the Tanzania National Roads Agency (TANROADS)

new initiative will provide local cat-
tle farmers with innovative solutions 
that help address current acaricide 
resistance issues. 

The initiative is supported by the 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.
 “We are proud to continue 

delivering an important contribution 
to African livestock communities, 
improving animal health and food 

security for local families,” said 
Ramiro Cabral, executive vice 
president and president of Elanco 
International.

Livestock farming is an important 

part of securing the livelihoods of 
communities in Sub-Saharan Africa, 
providing nutritious food for growing 
populations and an essential source 
of income.

In 2016 we conducted 
survey and we traced all 
of our graduates where 
they are and we found 
that 60 percent of them 
have employed themselves 
in different field of works 
and the results of the 
survey made us to review 
our curriculum according 
to market demands

Walkabout in April last year  an-
nounced that it had secured a US$20 
million debt funding facility from 
CRDB, the largest, wholly owned pri-
vate bank in Tanzania that was used 
to make substantial progress over 
the past several months, with a key 

milestone being the recent appoint-
ment of Tanzanian company TNR En-
gineering as the bulk earthworks and 
civil engineering contractor.

The scope of TNR’s work includes 
all the earthworks, concrete works 
and building in preparation for the 

construction and installation of the 
modular processing plant, which is 
being supplied by Jinpeng Engineer-
ing of China, Walkabout’s EPC partner 
on the project.

 Jinpeng, which is also a sharehold-
er in Walkabout, will ship the plant to 

Tanzania in approximately 90 con-
tainers.

Although it is not a big project, Lin-
di Jumbo will mine a deposit which is 
said to have the highest-grade graph-
ite reserve of any undeveloped graph-
ite project in Africa.



 JOHANNESBURG

LONDON-listed Gem Diamonds saw con-
tinuing recovery of the diamond market 
in 2021, as evidenced by the robust prices 
achieved for its large, high-value diamonds 
and smaller diamonds alike.

The company ended the 2021 financial 
year on solid financial footing thanks to pos-
itive cash flows.

Gem, which operates the Letšeng mine, 
in Lesotho, generated an attributable profit 
from continuing operations of $18.5-million 
for the year under review, compared with at-
tributable profit of $16.9-million posted for 
2020.

An ordinary dividend of $0.027 apiece 
was declared, while earnings a share from 
continuing operations amounted to $0.132.

Underlying earnings before interest, tax-
es, depreciation and amortisation (Ebitda) 
of $57.4-million reported in 2021 compares 
with underlying Ebitda of $53.2-million post-
ed in 2020.

Gem recovered 115 335 ct in the reporting 
year, compared with 100 780 ct recovered in 
the prior year, albeit at a lower average value 

of $1 835/ct, compared with an average value 
of $1 908/ct achieved in 2020.

A notable recovery in the year was the 367 
ct Letšeng Princess, which sold for $9.6-mil-
lion in June 2021.

CEO Clifford Elphick comments that Gem 
delivered positive operational and financial 
results in the year under review, notwith-
standing the continued challenges brought 
about by the Covid-19 pandemic on the 
availability of skills, equipment, spares and 
other aspects of the supply chain.

Gem is nearing a 100 percent workforce 
vaccination rate and donated 20 000 vac-
cines to the Lesotho government.

The company also sponsored a new 4x4 
ambulance capable of reaching remote 
communities.

The group has continued with its climate 
change journey and believes its science-
based approach will stand it in good stead 
over the coming years in managing physical 
and transition risks.

“We are also continuing to explore the op-
portunities that climate change might bring 
to our operations,” Elphick concludes.
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Standard Bank halts new coal-power funding, but backs gas

ITV
TUESDAY 15 March
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       	 Habai za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       	 Soap: Uzalo
9:55       	 Habari za saa
10:00     	  Watoto wetu
10:25	  Jagina rpt
10:55     	  Habari za saa
11:00	 The Base rpt
11:55     	  Habari za saa
12:00      	 Al Jazeera
12:30      	 Afya ya jamii
12:55       	 Habari za saa
13:00	 Ripoti Maalum rpt: 
13:30   	 Shika Bamba rpt 
13:55      	 Habari za saa
14:00	 Soap: Love to Death
14:55      	 Habari za saa
15:00      	 Meza Huru
16:30   	 Watoto wetu
17:00	 The Base 
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:10	 Yu wapi
18:15     	  Kipindi Maalum: Bundesliga na DW 

rpt
18:30      	 Uchumi na biashara
19:00	 Jarida la wanawake
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo
20:00	 Habari	
21:05		 Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni Nyumba
21:30     	  Kipindi Maalum: NSSF
21:45    	  Chetu ni chetu
22:20	 Soap: Love to Death
23:00	 Habari	
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

WEDNESDAY 16 March 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55      	  Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       	 Soap: Uzalo
9:55      	  Habari za saa
10:00      	 Watoto wetu
10:25      	 Uchumi wetu
10:55      	 Habari za saa
11:00      	 The Base rpt
11:55       	 Habari za saa
12:00       	 Al Jazeera
12:30       	 Jarida la wanawake
12:55       	 Habari za saa
13:00      	 Dakika 45 rpt
13:45      	 Kipindi Maalum: NSSF
13:55      	 Habari za saa
14:00      	 Kipindi Maalum: NSSF
14:15	 Soap: Love to Death

14:55      	 Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu 
17:00	 The Base
18:00	 Jiji Letu 
18:15	 Igizo: Mizengwe rpt
18:30    	  Ijue Sheria
19:00     	 Kipindi Maalum: TMDA	
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo 	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00      	 Aibu Yako
21:05	 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:35	 Ripoti Maalum 
22:10 	 Soap: Love to Death
23:00      	 Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

THURSDAY 17 March
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       	 Habai za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:55       	 Habari za saa
10:00      	 Watoto wetu
10:25     	 Shamba lulu
10:55     	 Habari za saa
11:00      	 The base
11:55      	 Habari za saa
12:00      	 Al Jazeera
12:30	 Ijue sheria rpt
12:55    	 Habari za saa
13:00     	 Kipindi Maalum: TMDA
13:30     	 Igizo: Rebeca
13:55     	 Habari za saa
14:00    	 Soap: Love to Death
14:55    	 Habari za saa
15:00     	 Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Jagina
18:50   	 Kipindi Maalum: Women Mean Busi-

ness
19:00	 Usafiri wako
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00     H	abari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV	
		
FRIDAY 18 March
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       	 Habai za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:55       	 Habari za saa
10:00      	 Watoto wetu
10:25      	 Usafiri wako
10:55     	  Habari za saa

11:00      	 The Base rpt
11:55      	 Habari za saa
12:00     	  Al Jazeera
12:30	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55      	 Habari za saa
13:00     	 Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni Nyumba rpt
13:30     	 Chetu ni Chetu rpt
13:55     	 Habari za saa
14:00   	  Chetu ni Chetu rpt
14:15	 Igizo: Rebeca rpt
15:00	 Meza Huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu
17:00	 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30      	 Kiislam
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15     	  Korean: Jumong rpt
19:00	 Shamba lulu
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipima Joto
23:00     	  Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

SATURDAY 19 March
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu	
10:00	 Shika Bamba 5
10:30	 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:10	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50     	 Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50     	 Korean: Jumong rpt
13:30     	 Soap: Love to Death rpt
15:45     	 Igizo: Mizengwe
16:15     	  Igizo: Rebeca
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani	
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:15      	 Korean: Jumong
19:00	 Jungu Kuu
19:30	 Shika Bamba	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05     	 Kipindi Maalum: Mwaka 1 wa Mh. Rais 

Samia Suluhu
22:00	 ITV TOP 10
22:45     	 Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:45	 Soap: Uzalo rpt	
01:15     	 DWTV	
 
SUNDAY 20 March
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap: Uzalo rpt
11:35	 Bongo Movie rpt: 
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Kipindi Maalum: Mwaka 1 wa Mh. Rais 

Samia Suluhu rpt	
16:30	 ITV Top 10
17:20	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi

18:30   	 Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Rebeca	
20:00	 Habari
21:05	 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:10     	 Kipindi Maalum: Reflexology
21:15	 Mizengwe 
21:30	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15	 Bongo Movie: 
00:00     Soap: Love to Death rpt
02:05	 Al jazeera
 
CAPITAL 
 
   Tues  15 March
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Deutsche Welle
09:00 	 Al jazeera
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Laws of love 14:00	

Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Itohan
16:30 	 Capchat rpt
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Innovation
19:30 	 Our Earth
20:00 	 Series: Itohan
20:45	 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30 	 Capital Prime 
22:00	 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30	 Eco@Africa
23:00	 Al Jazeera

Wed 16 March
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Deutsche Welle
09:00 	 Al jazeera
12:00 	 Our Earth Rpt
12:30	  Innovation Rpt  
13:00	 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00	

Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Itohan
16:30	 Culinary delight rpt
17:00	 Innovation rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 	 Sports Gazette
19:30	 Chetu ni chetu
20:00	 Series: Itohan
20:45	 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Dakika 45: 
22:45 	 The Décor
23:15 	 Al Jazeera

Thurs  17  March
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Deutsche Welle
09:00 	 Al jazeera
12:00 	 Our Earth rpt
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Laws Of love
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Itohan
16:30	 Business edition rpt
17:00	 In good shape
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Turning the spotlight
19;30	  Tanzania yetu
20:00	 Series: Itohan
20:45 	 Telenovela: Laws Of love 21:30	

Capital Prime News
22:00	 Capchat rpt

23:00	 Al Jazeera 

Frid  18 March
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Deutsche Welle
09:00 	 Al jazeera
12:00	 Shamba  Lulu rpt
12:30	 Dw News Africa rpt 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00	

Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Itohan
16:30	 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 	 Rev
19:30	 Eco@Africa
20:00	 Aibu Yako
20:15	  Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45 	 Telenovela Laws Of love 21:30	

Capital Prime News 
22:00	 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Sat 19 March
08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:00	 Out n’about rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 	 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Our Earth rpt
13:00 	 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Korean Drama rpt  The Sling Shot
14:30 	 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 17:15	

Eco@Africa
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15	  Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Korean Drama: The Sling Shot
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Movie : Music  : Club 101 rpt 23:00	

Series rpt: Itohan
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

 Sun  20  March
08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 Korean Drama rpt: The Sling Shot
12:00	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 	 In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Series rpt: Itohan
15:15 	 Aibu yako
15:30	 Rev rpt 
16:00	  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 	 The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00	 Korean Drama: The Sling Shot
21:00	 Dw News Africa
21:30	 Capchat live
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: Laws Of love 
00:00	 Al Jazeera

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE   

MONDAY 3 May

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55         Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Isidingo 
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00       Watoto wetu
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00       ITV Top 10 rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera News 
12:30  Igizo: Mtego rpt
12:55         Habari za saa
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
13:45  Art and Lifestyle rpt
13:55        Habari za saa
14:00  Art and Lifestyle rpt
14:15 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin 
14:55         Habari za saa
15:00    Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Aibu yako rpt
18:15    Mapishi
18:45 Kesho leo
19:00 Afya ya Jamii  
19:30 Soap: Uzalo 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Dakika 45 
22:00 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

TUESDAY 4 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55         Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto wetu rpt
10:30 Jungu kuu rpt
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55         Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30       Afya ya jamii
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00 DWTV: Kesho leo rpt 
13:30    Shika Bamba rpt 
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00       Meza huru 
16:30    Watoto wetu
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Yu wapi
18:15       Igizo: Mizengwe rpt
18:30       Uchumi na biashara
19:00 Jarida la wanawake
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00      
21:10 Kipindi Maalum: Tanzania Yetu
21:40 Chetu ni chetu
22:30 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00 Habari 
23:30 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:45    The Base
00:45 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

WEDNESDAY 5 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto Wetu rpt
10:30 Uchumi na biashara rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00 Al Jazeera 
12:30    Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00       Dakika 45 rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00 Meza huru 
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15    Mapishi
18:30 Ijue Sheria
19:00      Kipindi Maalum: TMDA 
19:30 Soap: Uzalo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:30 Kipindi Maalum: 
22:15  Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

THURSDAY 6 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto
10:30       Shamba lulu rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30 Ijue sheria rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00    Kipindi Maalum rpt: TMDA
13:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanzania Yetu
13:55       Habari za saa
14:15 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00       Meza huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi rpt
18:30 Jagina
19:00 
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV 
  
FRIDAY 7 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:55        Habari za saa

9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30      Soap: Uzalo
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto wetu rpt
10:30       
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00 Jagina rpt
13:30 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:15    Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30       Kiislam
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15       Mjue Zaidi rpt
19:00 Shamba lulu
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima Joto
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

SATURDAY 8 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu 
10:00 Shika Bamba 5
10:30 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15 Chetu ni chetu rpt
12:00      Hawavumi lakini wamo
13:00 Korean drama rpt: Jumong
13:45 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
16:00 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:20       Igizo: Mtego
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Korean drama: Jumong
19:00 Jungu Kuu
19:30 Shika Bamba 
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Art and lifestyle 
21:30 ITV TOP 10
22:15      Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:15 Soap: Uzalo rpt 
00:30 DWTV 

SUNDAY 9 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap: Uzalo rpt
11:40 Movie rpt: Bad Luck
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10
17:30 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Mtego 
20:00 Habari
21:00 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:05       
21:15 Mizengwe 
21:35 Mjue Zaidi
22:15 Bongo Movie: 
00:05 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin

  CAPITAL 
Sat 01 May

08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt: The slave hunter
14:30  Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie: All Good ones are Married( tape no:5620)
23:00 Series rpt: Beats of  Love
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun 02 May
08:00 Aljazeera
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Korean Drama rpt: The slave hunter
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00  In good shape rpt
13:30  Series rpt: Beats of Love
15:15  Aibu yako
15:30 Rev rpt 
16:00  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00  The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris
21:00 Shift
21:15 Capchat live
22:15 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
00:00 Al Jazeera

Mon 03 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00   Eco@Africa rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00   The Décor rpt
19:30  Shamba lulu
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45  The Monday Agenda
21:30   Capital Prime News
22:00  Kipima Joto
00:00  Al Jazeera

Tues  04 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30  Capchat rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Innovation
19:30  Jagina rpt
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45 Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30  Capital Prime 

22:00 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30 Eco@Africa
23:00 Al Jazeera

Wed 05 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45  The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  06 May
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Turning the spotlight
19;30  Tanzania yetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
20:45  Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid 07 May
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00 Shamba  Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30 17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Rev
19:30 Eco@Africa
20:00 Aibu Yako
20:15  Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Telenovela: Lover her to death 
21:30 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat 08 May
08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt Iris
14:30  Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris 
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie : Deadly Season( tape no:0000)
23:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
01:00  Al Jazeera

Diamond market recovery 
contributes to good cash 
flow, earnings for Gem

Energy costs to reach record 
13pc of global GDP this year

 JOHANNESBURG

ENERGY costs are poised to hit an all-time 
high of more than 13 percent of global gross 
domestic product this year as the price of 
keeping the world running surges.

Primary energy expenditure as a share 
of output is set to double from 2021’s level 
of just 6.5 percent, according to analysis by 
consultancy Thunder Said Energy. Soaring 
commodity costs are pushing up inflation 
and adding to bills for households and in-
dustry alike.

 “Curtailing demand is the only short-
term option to alleviate shortages,” wrote 
Rob West, a former Redburn analyst and the 
founder of Thunder Said Energy. “There are 
no good options here, only ‘less bad’ ones.”

Energy commodity costs have soared on 
supply concerns and the Ukraine war, with 
natural gas prices in Europe up more than 
500 percent from this time last year. 

Russia’s lower oil production might also 
add to price inflation, as the International 
Energy Agency said on Wednesday that out-
put could slump by about a quarter next 
month.

The 13 percent level for 2022 just match-
es the proportion of GDP in 1980, a period 
when oil prices were soaring.

West’s report assumes ranges of $250-300 
a ton for coal, $125-150 a barrel for oil and 
$40-45 per thousand cubic feet for gas. “So 
this is not an ‘oil shock’ or a ‘gas shock’ but 
an ‘everything shock’,” he wrote

 JOHANNESBURG

T
HE Standard 
Bank Group has 
become the latest 
South African 

bank to confirm that it will no 
longer finance new coal-fired 
power plants or support the 
expansion of existing coal-
fired power plants as part of its 
newly unveiled commitment 
to achieve net-zero carbon 
emissions from its portfolio of 
financed emissions by 2050.

The group has also pledged, 
in a climate policy released 
by CEO Sim Tshabalala on 
March 16, to achieving net-zero 
carbon emissions from its own 
operations by 2040.

While there is no consistency 
among South African banks 
in the way climate policies 
are drafted, the release of a 
policy statement by Standard 
Bank means that only Absa 
is yet to publish a formal 
climate change statement, 
with Nedbank, First Rand and 
Investec all having adopted 
positions.

Corporate and Investment 
Banking CEO Kenny Fihla 
tells Engineering News that 
the bank’s halt on new coal 
investments extends to so-
called clean-coal technology 
plants, which he describes as a 
“misnomer”.

The bank will, however, 
support any refurbishment 
of existing coal-fired power 
stations that has the specific 
purpose of improving 
efficiency and reducing 
carbon emissions using carbon 
capture, usage and storage. 

Such refurbishment should 
form part of a clearly defined 
decarbonisation plan, aligned 
to net zero by 2050.

The policy, Fihla highlights, 
also significantly narrows the 
bank’s financing focus for 
new coal mines, which will be 
funded only when there is an 
overall positive environmental 
impact.

Citing coal supply to Kusile 
as an example, he explains 
that the bank will still finance 
a new mine located next to 
an existing coal-fired power 

station if it can be proved that 
its development will reduce 
transport-related emissions. 

Finance could also be 
provided for mines that 
provide a superior quality of 
coal that could help reduce 
an existing power station’s 
emissions.

Overall, Standard Bank has 
committed to reducing its 
thermal coal exposures to 0.50 
percent by 2030 from 0.70 
percent, while its financing 
of clients generating power 
predominantly from coal will 
be reduced from 0.18 percent 
of total group advances in 2021 
to 0.12 percent from 2030.

The decision to support 
so-called ‘brown’ energy and 
mining projects in Africa, Fihla 
says, is based on the bank’s 
broad-ranging analysis of the 
energy needs of the continent 
in a context were 43percent 
of the citizens of sub-Saharan 
Africa lack access to electricity.

It also follows intensive 
internal and external 
engagements to define a 
“pragmatic” response by the 

bank to the aspiration for a 
just transition towards a low-
carbon economy in Africa.

The policy also makes 
specific commitments in the 
areas of agriculture, oil and 
gas, with the bank’s approach 
to gas set to receive significant 
attention given its prominent 
role in several African projects, 
including those under way or 
stalled in Mozambique.

Standard Bank says it will 
continue to finance gas “over 
the medium to long term” 
but has committed itself to 
developing a ‘transition finance 
product framework’ to support 
the use of gas in its specific role 
as a “transition fuel”.

Fihla says gas-fired power 
plants that provide support 
services as part of an integrated 
renewable energy power 
solution will be prioritised, as 
will the conversion to gas of 
existing coal- or oil-fired power 
plants.

Finance for standalone 
gas-fired power plants will be 
capped at 0.75% of total group 
advances after 2026.
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Macron unveils re-
election manifesto

 India

Projects carried out under the China-
proposed Belt and Road Initiative have 
boosted Sri Lanka’s economic develop-
ment, with their success putting paid to 
false claims that the assistance is trapping 
countries in high debt, analysts said.

Contrary to the narrative peddled by Bei-
jing’s critics of a so-called debt trap, China’s 
help has become a driver for the long-term 
economic growth of countries that are par-
ticipating in the BRI, the analysts said. In 
Sri Lanka, the Colombo Port City and Ham-
bantota Port projects, as well as the con-
struction of the Southern Expressway, are 
among the major undertakings associated 
with the infrastructure-boosting program. 

The Colombo Port was placed 22nd in a 
global ranking of ports this year. It posted 6 
percent growth in the volume of cargo han-
dled, to a record 7.25 million twenty-foot-
equivalent units in 2021, media cited the Sri 
Lanka Ports Authority as saying on Monday.

The ports authority’s chief, Prasantha 
Jayamanna, told the Daily FT, a Sri Lankan 
newspaper, that the increased activity was 
encouraging, and that President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa has said he wants the port to en-
ter the top 15 in the global rankings by 2025.

Colombo Port City is envisaged as a pre-
mier residential, retail and business desti-
nation in South Asia, with China Harbour 
Engineering Company carrying out works, 

including for an artificial island.
“This reclaimed land gives Sri Lanka a 

chance to redraw the map and to build a 
city of world-class proportions and func-
tionality and compete with Dubai or Sin-
gapore,” Saliya Wickramasuriya, a mem-
ber of the Colombo Port City Economic 
Commission, told the media.

Major advantage
As for the Hambantota Port, its proxim-

ity to major sea lanes means it is a major 

advantage for the project.
Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mahinda 

Rajapaksa has thanked China “for its 
long-term and enormous support for the 
country’s economic and social develop-
ment”.

With the country seeking to recover 
from the effects of the pandemic, crit-
ics of China have once again claimed Sri 
Lanka is being saddled with costly loans, 
with some calling the Chinese-assisted 
projects white elephants.

Sirimal Abeyratne, an economics pro-
fessor at the University of Colombo, told 
China Daily that Sri Lanka opened its 
bond market to foreign investment in 
2007, and about the same time started 
commercial borrowings, “which have 
nothing to do with Chinese loans”.

China accounted for 10 percent of the 
island nation’s $35 billion in foreign debt 
in April 2021, according to data from Sri 
Lanka’s Department of External Resourc-
es, with Japan also accounting for about 
10 percent. China is Sri Lanka’s fourth-big-
gest lender, behind international financial 
markets, the Asian Development Bank and 
Japan.

The fact that China has been singled out 
in the critics’ debt-trap narrative shows the 
extent to which they are trying to discredit 
China and BRI projects in the Asia-Pacific 
region, said Wang Peng, a researcher at the 
Center for American Studies with Zhejiang 
International Studies University.

According to the World Bank and the In-
ternational Monetary Fund, a nation goes 
beyond the danger mark if its external 
debt exceeds 40 percent of gross domestic 
product.

“Sri Lanka’s ability to develop as a re-
gional logistics and a shipping hub to reap 
BRI benefits was very much highlighted,” 
Samitha Hettige, an adviser to the Nation-
al Education Commission of Sri Lanka, 
wrote in a commentary in Ceylon Today.

BRI criticism rings hollow in Sri Lanka

Deputies to the 13th National Peo-
ple’s Congress (NPC), China’s top legis-
lature, submitted a total of 487 motions 
by noon on March 8, the deadline for the 
submission of motions during the fifth 
session of the 13th NPC set by the pre-
sidium of the session, according to the 
secretariat of the session.

The secretariat has received about 
8,000 pieces of suggestions and criti-
cisms from national lawmakers during 
this year’s annual session of the NPC, 
which was held from March 5 to 11 in 
Beijing.

The Standing Committee of the 13th 
NPC attaches great importance to the 
role of deputies, and has increased the 

involvement of lawmakers in the work of 
the NPC Standing Committee by inviting 
them to attend the meetings of the NPC 
Standing Committee, take part in discus-
sions, and play a role in legislation, law 
enforcement inspection, special inves-
tigation and other activities, according 
to Guo Zhenhua, deputy secretary gen-
eral of the NPC Standing Committee and 
head of the working group responsible 
for handling motions at the secretariat 
of the fifth session of the 13th NPC.

It has supported and encouraged law-
makers to enhance ties with the people 
and better understand social conditions 
and public opinions by carrying out 
such activities as investigations, inspec-

tions, field surveys, discussions and ac-
tivities held by lawmakers’ groups, and 
making good use of multiple platforms 
established to facilitate interaction be-
tween legislators and citizens, includ-
ing local legislators’ liaison stations and 
grassroots-level contact stations, Guo 
said.

By facilitating the communication 
between deputies and the people, the 
NPC Standing Committee tries to im-
prove the quality of lawmakers’ propos-
als and motions, ensure efficient han-
dling of them, and bring into full play 
the role of lawmakers in the country’s 
whole-process people’s democracy, he 
added.

Among the 487 motions submitted by 
national lawmakers during this year’s 
annual session of the NPC, 474 are relat-
ed to the making and amending of laws.

Some motions call on the national 
legislature to formulate laws on public 
health emergency response, food se-
curity, and energy, as well as laws that 
promote the realization of China’s goal 
of peaking carbon dioxide and achiev-
ing carbon neutrality and the sound de-
velopment of digital economy, big data, 
social credit, etc.

Focusing on responding to the con-
cerns and aspirations of the people and 
improving the country’s legal system to 
satisfy the people’s expectations for a 

high-quality life, some motions high-
light the necessity of introducing new 
laws on preschool education, social aid, 
anti-telecom and online fraud, child-
care and elderly care services, as well 
as revising the laws on vocational edu-
cation and the Law on the Protection 
of the Rights and Interests of Women, 
aiming to solve prominent problems 
concerning people’s wellbeing that 
have been frequently complained by 
the people.

Based on a good grasp of the priori-
ties and annual legislation work plan of 
the NPC Standing Committee, a good 
number of motions are designed to 
help speed up legislation while ensur-

ing the quality of relevant work. Depu-
ties proposed making new laws on rural 
collective economic organizations, com-
pulsory execution of civil judgment, and 
protection of fertile black soil, as well as 
revising such laws as the Company Law, 
Anti-monopoly Law, Enterprise Bank-
ruptcy Law, and law on penalties for ad-
ministration of public security. Formula-
tion and revision of these laws have all 
been listed among this year’s key tasks of 
the NPC Standing Committee.

NPC deputies have also submitted mo-
tions for revising the Criminal Law and 
starting the compilation of statute book 
for fields with the right conditions.

		  People’s Daily

China’s top legislature receives 487 motions during annual session 2022

ADDIS ABABA

 The African Union (AU) has convened a high-level con-
tinental forum on unconstitutional changes of govern-
ment in Africa, focusing on finding solutions in addressing 
the resurgence of unconstitutional changes of govern-
ment in Africa.

The Reflection Forum on Unconstitutional Changes of 
Government, which was held from March 15 to 17 in Accra, 
Ghana’s capital, envisaged continental response for the 
resurgence of unconstitutional changes of government in 
Africa, shared perspective on Africa’s governance deficits, 
the AU said in a statement on Thursday. 

Ghanaian President Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo 
said while addressing the forum that “coups have never 
been and will never be the solution to Africa’s problems,” 
as he emphasized the need for effective deterrence, bold 
actions and adequate preventive measures. 

“This Forum offers a platform to engage in deliberations 
on a disturbing development on the continent -- unconsti-
tutional changes in governments in Africa,” the AU state-
ment quoted Akufo-Addo as saying. 

The Ghanaian President stressed that the significant in-
terest of the forum is an indication of the unequivocal, un-
wavering commitment to constitutionalism and the rule 
of law, and the outright rejection of all forms and mani-
festations of unconstitutional changes in governments in 
Africa, as well as of the manipulation of national constitu-
tions.

AU Commissioner for Political Affairs, Peace and Securi-
ty Bankole Adeoye underscored that the high-level forum 
will have an eye on some of the aspirations of the AU’s 50-
year continental development Agenda 2063. 

The forum, in particular, envisaged an Africa of good 
governance; respect for human rights, justice and the rule 
of law; a peaceful and secure Africa; as well as an Africa as 
a strong, united, resilient and influential global player and 
partners, among others, Adeoye emphasized. 

The three-day forum, hosted by the AU’s Department of 
Political Affairs, Peace and Security, reflected on the phe-
nomenon of unconstitutional changes of government in 
Africa with the aim of proffering enduring solutions to the 
problem. 

According to the AU, the forum will be concluded with 
the adoption of Accra Declaration on Unconstitutional 
Changes of Government in Africa, which will feed Extraor-
dinary Summit on Terrorism and Unconstitutional Chang-
es of Government, scheduled to take place in May this year 
in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea. 

AU hosts high-level continental 
forum on unconstitutional 
changes of govt in Africa

PARIS

French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron presented on Thursday his pro-
gram for the presidential elections to 
be held in April.

At a press conference, Macron laid 
out his reform plans that cover a broad 
range of sectors: the economy, culture, 
agriculture, defense, education, the 
workplace, gender equality, welfare, 
households, seniors and the country’s 
institutions. 

“We must make France a more in-
dependent nation within a strong Eu-
rope,” he said.

To achieve this goal, he said the gov-
ernment would have to invest 30 bil-
lion euros ($33.3 billion) in various 
high-growth sectors.

Macron’s goal for the next five years 
is “to develop 100 percent French sec-
tors” to wean the country off its de-
pendence on imported energy and in-

dustrial goods.
He said that his aim would be to in-

crease the share of renewable energy 
at the national grid level, build more 
nuclear reactors and promote invest-
ments by public institutions and pri-
vate companies.

His government, he said, would aim 
to turn the country greener by ensur-
ing broad access to affordable electric 
vehicles, including through leasing pro-
grams.

Over the next ten years, Macron plans 
to invest 25 billion euros in research.

His public administration reform 
plans aim to improve social and labor 
welfare, he said.

He said that pensions reform will be 
one of his government’s priority pro-
jects if elected to a second term. He 
plans to raise the legal retirement age 
to 65 and to propose a minimum pen-
sion of 1,100 euros. 

			   Xinhua France’s President Emmanuel Macron

SEOUL

South Korean president-elect Yoon Suk-yeol’s decision 
to use the country’s gender wars as a campaign platform for 
his successful 

Yoon, who won an unprecedented tight March 9 election, 
had promised to abolish the government’s gender ministry, 
a pledge that helped engage young male voters spearhead-
ing a backlash against feminism in South Korea. 

Fulfilling the pledge, however, requires approval from par-
liament, which is controlled by the Democrats, who current-
ly oppose the idea. Opinion within his own People Power 
Party (PPP), meanwhile, is split amid concerns about further 
alienating women ahead of key local elections in June. 

Cho Eun-hee, a newly elected female PPP lawmaker, is 
among those calling for the Ministry of Gender Equality & 
Family’s mandate to be boosted, via the creation of a new 
agency if necessary.

“Despite its numerous positive functions, the ministry has 
been criticized for fuelling gender conflicts ... but it’s not all 
or nothing, we need to gather wisdom to find a forward-
looking alternative,” Cho said.

The ministry has become a lightning rod for an increas-
ingly acrimonious gender debate in the country of 52 mil-
lion where several inequalities remain - the women’s labour 
market participation rate is below the OECD average and it 
has the worst gender pay gap in the same group.

However, in a post-pandemic cutthroat job market, some 
young men feel that attempts to redress the balance have 
gone too far. Mandatory military service for young men - and 
not women - has come under the spotlight, while measures 
such as financial subsidies for women living alone have been 
dubbed “reverse discrimination.”

Yoon, who also vowed to raise wages for military con-
scripts and scrap gender quotas for public sector jobs after 
he takes office in May, was backed by around 60 percent of 
male voters in their 20s.

On the flipside, just 34 percent of women in their 20s 
voted for Yoon, defying pre-election polls projecting much 
higher support among that demographic.

				                            Agencies

S. Korea: Yoon’s pledge to close 
gender ministry stirs debate

UNITED NATIONS

 The United Nations and partners are 
scaling up support in response to Tropical 
Cyclone Gombe, which struck the Mozam-
bique coast yesterday, said the UN Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA).

The cyclone has caused widespread 
flooding, displacement and damage to 
infrastructure and homes. Nampula and 
Zambezia provinces have been most se-
verely impacted, said OCHA on Thursday. 
The Mozambican government’s Institute 

for Disaster Management and Reduction 
indicates that more than 400,000 people 
have been affected by the cyclone, with 51 
people dead and 80 others injured. 

More than 45,000 houses have been de-
stroyed and close to 21,000 people have 
been displaced, said OCHA. 

Tens of thousands of people previously 
displaced due to the crisis in the north 
of the country are among those affected, 
as are at least 9,000 refugees from other 
countries. 

Needs assessments have been ongoing 
since earlier this week, alongside initial 

response activities and search-and-rescue 
operations. 

The United Nations and partners are de-
ploying more personnel in Nampula and 
other affected provinces, and are mobi-
lizing priority assistance, including food, 
shelter and household materials, water and 
sanitation items and health care support, it 
said.

Further scaling up of the response is crit-
ical. Several districts remain inaccessible 
and available stocks within Mozambique 
can only support up to 100,000 people. 

The numbers affected may continue 

to rise as new areas are reached, warned 
OCHA. After making landfall, the system 
weakened into a tropical depression, but 
continued to cause heavy rains and flood-
ing, including in southern Malawi, where 
the government reports that at least five 
people have died, said OCHA. 

The United Nations and partners are also 
working with the authorities in Malawi to 
assess humanitarian needs. 

The weather system remains active and 
is expected to strengthen again to tropical 
storm strength as it tracks back into the Mo-
zambique Channel, it said.

UN scales up support in Mozambique in response to Cyclone Gombe

This undated photo displays a panoramic view of Colombo Port City in Sri Lanka. (PHOTO / XINHUA)
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KYIV/WASHINGTON/ANKARA/
UNITED NATIONS

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky has listed 
six priorities during peace talks 
with Russia, the presidential 
press service reported.

“My priorities in the nego-
tiations are absolutely clear: the 
end of the war, security guaran-
tees, sovereignty, restoration of 
territorial integrity, real guaran-
tees for our country, real protec-
tion for our country,” Zelensky 
said while addressing the nation 
on Thursday.

The negotiations between 
Ukraine and Russia are continu-
ing, Zelensky said. 

Ukrainian and Russian delega-
tions started their fourth round 
of negotiations on Monday 
via video link. On Wednesday, 
Ukrainian Presidential Advisor 
Mykhailo Podolyak said that Zel-
ensky might hold talks with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin in 
the coming days.

Russian Foreign Minister Ser-
gei Lavrov said that Moscow 
is prepared to continue high-
level trilateral negotiations with 
Ukraine mediated by Turkey.

“If such initiatives appear, we 
would only be happy to con-
tinue communicating in this 
format,” Lavrov said at a press 
conference following his talks 
with Turkish counterpart Mev-
lut Cavusoglu in Moscow.

He explained that Moscow 
would only be interested in talks 
with Ukraine if these would lead 
to concrete results and solve ex-
isting problems.

Zelensky lists 6 priorities in peace talks with Russia

UNITED NATIONS

UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres on Thursday highlighted five 
lifelines that will help the least devel-
oped countries (LDCs) recover in the 
short term, achieve the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals in the medium term, 
and prosper over the long term.

The first lifeline is the equitable distri-
bution of COVID-19 vaccines, he told the 
fifth Least Developed Countries Confer-
ence. Manufacturers are producing 1.5 
billion doses per month, but nearly 3 
billion people -- mostly living in LDCs -- 
are still waiting for their first shot. 

This failure is the direct result of 
policy and budgetary decisions that pri-
oritize the health and wealth of people 
in advanced countries over the lives of 
people in poor countries, he said. 

“Our world cannot afford a two-tiered 
recovery from COVID-19. Despite the 
numerous other crises facing our world 
today, we must reach our goal of vacci-
nating 70 percent of people in all coun-
tries by the middle of this year.”

The second lifeline is a global finan-
cial system that puts the needs of LDCs 
first, he said. More than ever, developing 
countries need to invest in sectors vital 
to reducing poverty and increasing re-
silience. 

But they are up against a morally 
bankrupt global financial system that 
stands in the way. LDCs require urgent 
debt relief, restructuring and cancella-
tion in some cases. They should be able 
to borrow at a low cost and be protected 
in times of crisis, including through inte-
grating measures like hurricane clauses 
into debt contracts. 

There is also a need to increase liquid-
ity available to LDCs and to create a fair 
tax system and combat illicit financial 
flows, he said. The third lifeline is sup-
porting structural transformations 
across LDCs, said Guterres. 

Most economic growth in these coun-

WASHINGTON/KYIV/PARIS

US House of Representatives on 
Thursday voted to suspend nor-
mal trade relations with Russia, 
paving the way for the US govern-
ment to impose higher tariffs on 
Russian goods. 

The lower chamber approved 
the measure by vote of 424-8, with 
a few Republicans voting against,  
sending the legislation to the Sen-
ate.

The House vote came just a few 
days after US President Joe Biden 
announced that the administra-
tion would revoke Russia’s most-
favored nation trade status amid 
the Ukraine crisis, along with 
Group of Seven countries and the 
European Union.

Biden also signed an executive 
order banning Russian seafood 
imports, as well as alcohol and 
certain diamonds. In addition, it 
bans the sale of US luxury goods 
to Russia, including high-end vehi-
cles, luxury watches and top-shelf 
jewelry.

The United States also recently 
banned oil and gas imports from 
Russia, although they accounted 
for less than 10 percent of US en-
ergy imports.

Jeffrey Sachs, director of the 
Center for Sustainable Develop-
ment at Columbia University and 
senior United Nations advisor, re-
cently told Xinhua that sanctions, 
which cause considerable dam-
age, are “unlikely” to succeed in 
their political aims.

“The US and EU are very ener-
getic in the imposition of sanc-
tions, trade barriers, technology 
barriers, and financial barriers to-
wards Russia... I do not agree with 
this,” Sachs said.

Negotiation and compromise 
would be “much wiser”, he said. 

Peace deal within week and half 

Also on Thursday, Ukrainian 
Presidential Advisor Mykhailo Po-
dolyak said it would take between 
a few days and a week and a half 
for Ukraine and Russia to reach a 
peace agreement, the Ukrainian 
online media outlet Liga.net re-
ported.

Kyiv wants to fix in detail a 
specific plan for the withdrawal 
of Russian troops from Ukraine 
in the peace deal, said Podolyak, 
who is also a member of the Ukrai-
nian delegation to the peace talks 
with Russia.

If the agreement is inked, it 
would allow Ukraine and Russia 
to end the acute phase of the con-
flict, he added.

On Wednesday, Podolyak said 
that Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky may hold talks with 
his Russian counterpart Vladimir 
Putin in the coming days. 

Mars mission cooperation 
with Russia halted

 The European Space Agency 
announced on Thursday it is sus-
pending its collaboration with 
Russia on a mission to investigate 
life on Mars.

The ESA said it will no longer be 
working with the Russian space 
agency Roscosmos on the Exo-
Mars rover mission due to the cri-
sis in Ukraine.

According to its website, ESA’s 
Director General Josef Aschbach-
er has been authorized by the ESA 
member states to carry out a fast-
track industrial study to find alter-
native options for implementing 
the ExoMars mission.

The ExoMars Program com-
prises two missions: the first - the 
Trace Gas Orbiter - was launched 
in 2016. The second, comprising 
a rover and surface platform, was 
originally planned for 2018 but 
has been put off till 2022.

US House votes to suspend 
normal trade ties with Russia

tries is linked to natural resources 
or extractive sectors, which are 
highly volatile in the short term 
and vulnerable to fluctuating com-
modity prices, marketplace whims, 
and the impacts of climate change. 
These sectors are further inhibited 
by poor education and training 
opportunities for workers, weak 
physical infrastructure, and lack of 
access to productivity-enhancing 
technologies, he said.

LDCs need structural transfor-
mation support. They need sup-
port to increase their participation 
in global value chains. This means 
investing in a healthy, educated 
and skilled workforce. 

It means modernizing infrastruc-
ture and transportation networks 
and facilitating trade flows to re-
duce costs and increase efficien-
cies. It means realizing the benefits 
of universal digital connectivity so 
businesses can compete and flour-
ish in the global economy. 

It means transforming extrac-
tive sectors and creating greener 
jobs and greener economies. And 
it means promoting open and fair 

trade rules so all countries can 
compete on a level playing field, no 
matter their position on the devel-
opment ladder, he said.

The fourth lifeline is climate ac-
tion, said Guterres. Least devel-
oped countries did not cause the 
climate crisis. But they are living 
with its worst impacts, he said. 
“We have a brief and rapidly clos-
ing window of opportunity to hold 
warming to 1.5 degrees and secure 
a liveable future. Scientists tell us 
that we must cut global emissions 
by 45 percent this decade. 

But we are nowhere near this tar-
get. Current national plans would 
see emissions rise by a disastrous 
14 percent in 2030. We cannot let 
this happen.” LDCs need a massive 
boost in technical and financial 
support to spark a just transition to 
renewable energy and green jobs. 
They also need a massive boost in 
support to build resilience against 
the impacts already battering 
them, he said.

The fifth lifeline is peace and 
security, said Guterres. Today, the 
world faces the highest number 
of violent conflicts since 1945. And 
LDCs represent the lion’s share of 
these hot spots, he said. Peace and 
security cannot take hold in an ab-
sence of development. 

Nor can development take hold 
in an absence of peace and secu-
rity, or in countries where histori-
cal injustices, inequalities and sys-
tematic oppression have locked 
generations of people in cycles 
of disadvantage and poverty, or 
where basic services like health, 
education, security and justice are 
lacking, he said. 

Across these five lifelines, the 
LDCs can count on the total com-
mitment of the entire UN system, 
said Guterres.

Wednesday. 

US urged to ‘do more’ 
Zelensky on Wednesday asked 

the United States to “do more” 
to help Ukraine defend itself 
against the ongoing military op-
eration by Russia. 

In a speech delivered via vid-
eoconference to the US Con-
gress, he also asked the US to 
champion the establishment of 
a no-fly zone over Ukraine, or, 
alternatively, to provide fighter 
jets to his country, requests that 
have both been rejected by the 
US administration thus far. 

Zelensky also urged Washing-
ton to double down on sanctions 
against Russia, including asking 
all American companies to end 
their business associations with 
Russia and punishing all Russian 
politicians “who remain in their 
offices and do not cut ties with 
those who are against Ukraine.” 

Electricity network integra-
tion 

Ukraine has integrated its elec-
tricity transmission network into 
the European energy system, 
Zelensky said on Wednesday. 

“Ukraine has become a mem-
ber of the European Energy 
Union. The unification of Ukrai-
nian and European energy sys-
tems has been completed,” Zel-
ensky tweeted. 

Ukraine, which was importing 
electricity from Russia and Be-
larus, last year set a target to in-
tegrate its energy system into the 
European network of electricity 
transmission system operators 
by 2023. 

According to media reports, 15 
nuclear units at four Ukrainian 
nuclear power plants generate 
about 55 percent of Ukraine’s 
electricity needs. Thermal pow-
er plants produce 29 percent of 
Ukraine’s electricity, while the 
rest is powered by other sources 
or imported from abroad.   

Conflict’s toll on food security 
The chief economist of the 

Food and Agriculture Orga-
nization, Maximo Torero, on 
Wednesday warned of the pos-
sible heavy toll of the Ukraine 
conflict on world food security. 

To assess the potential impact 
on international food prices 
caused by a conflict-induced re-
duction in cereal and vegetable 
oil exports from Ukraine and 
Russia, simulations have been 
carried out, he said. 

On the basis of their already 
elevated baseline values, wheat 
price would increase by 8.7 per-
cent in a moderate-shock sce-
nario and by 21.5 percent in a 
severe-shock scenario, he told 
reporters at UN Headquarters in 
New York. 

For maize, the increase would 
be 8.2 percent in the moderate 
case and 19.5 percent in the se-
vere scenario. For other coarse 
grains, prices would rise by 7 to 
19.9 percent, and for oilseeds by 
10.5 to 17.9 percent, he said. 

Globally, in terms of impacts 
on food security, in the mod-
erate scenario, the number of 
undernourished people would 
increase by 7.6 million people, 
while this level would rise to 
13.1 million people in the severe-
shock setting, said Torero. 

UN chief highlights 5 lifelines for 
recovery, development of LDCs

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy speaks to the US Congress by video to plead 
for support to help Ukraine defend itself against the ongoing military operation by 
Russia, at the Capitol in Washington, on Tuesday. AP

BEIJING
The Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the 

Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee con-
vened a meeting on March 17 to analyze the new develop-
ment of COVID-19 and arrange for better and more strin-
gent epidemic control. Xi Jinping, general secretary of the 
CPC Central Committee, presided over the meeting and 
delivered an important speech.

Xi pointed out that China has maintained the policy of 
“preventing imported cases and domestic resurgences” 
since routine prevention and control measures were ad-
opted. Xi said that differentiated and targeted prevention 
and control approach has been improved in accordance 
with situations in different regions and the levels of spo-
radic resurgence, and as a result, clusters of infections in 
certain regions have been swiftly brought under control 
and people’s health and safety have been protected to 
the utmost. He said that China has done better than most 
countries in both economic development and COVID-19 
containment, which has demonstrated the country’s solid 
strength and capacity in the prevention and control of the 
epidemic and the advantages of the leadership of the Com-
munist Party of China and of China’s socialist system.

Victory comes from perseverance, Xi stressed. All local 
authorities and government departments must be fully 
aware of the complex, arduous and enduring nature of 
COVID-19 control both at home and abroad, further social 
mobilization, build consensus, proceed with greater con-
fidence and perseverance, and carry out all the epidemic 
control work in a more solid and meticulous manner. He 
urged them to always put people and their lives first, ad-
here to the dynamic zero-COVID approach with science-
based and targeted measures, and contain the spread 
of the virus as soon as possible. Efforts must be taken to 
make epidemic response more science-based and tar-
geted, keep optimizing our response measures, and step 
up the research and development of vaccines, rapid test-
ing reagents, and medicines, so that the epidemic control 
work will be more targeted. Xi also called for maintaining 
strategic focus, pursuing progress while ensuring stability, 
coordinating COVID-19 response with economic and social 
development, adopting more effective measures, striving 
to achieve the best results in epidemic control with mini-
mum costs, and minimizing the epidemic’s impact on the 
economic and social development.

The Standing Committee pointed out at the meet-
ing that the country has recently seen cluster infections 
spreading widely and occurring frequently in multiple 
regions. It required that the local governments, epidemic 
control authorities, all organizations and individuals must 
fully take on their responsibilities, comply with the prin-
ciple of “early detection, early reporting, early quarantine 
and early treatment” and conduct prevention and control 
work strictly and earnestly. Guidance for epidemic preven-
tion and control in key regions must also be strengthened 
to bring local outbreaks under control as soon as possible.

The Standing Committee stressed that we need to keep 
people’s normal work and life stable and orderly, guarantee 
the production and supply of daily necessities, and meet 
people’s needs for medical treatment. We need to acceler-
ate reforms on the disease control and prevention system, 
expand monitoring coverage of key groups, and improve 
the mechanism for monitoring and issuing early warn-
ings through multiple channels so as to comprehensively 
boost epidemic monitoring, early warning and emergency 
response capabilities. We will see that port-of-entry areas 
fulfill their responsibilities for COVID-19 control, increase 
the resources at their disposal, improve the mechanism for 
routine epidemic control, and shore up weak links. With all 
these efforts, we will reinforce the line of defence against 
imported cases.

We need to strengthen routine epidemic control in 
schools and other key places. We will see that these key 
places shoulder their primary responsibilities and keep 
epidemic containment measures and contingency plans 
effective and meticulous. We need to work to get our of-
ficials and people fully understand the importance of epi-
demic control and grasp the knowledge about COVID-19 
response, so that they can take the initiative in following 
epidemic prevention rules, strengthen self-protection and 
work together with the Party and the government to de-
liver good outcomes in their work. We will increase public-
ity to raise vaccination awareness, step up booster vaccina-
tion efforts and further raise the overall vaccination rates. 
With all these efforts, we will reinforce the line of defense 
featuring society-wide prevention and control. We need to 
take coordinated efforts to better our information publish-
ing and communication work so as to keep the public in-
formed in a timely manner on the latest epidemic situation 
and progress in COVID-19 response, and actively respond 
to public concerns.

The Standing Committee requested that all localities 
and all departments align their thinking and action with 
the decisions and plans of the Party Central Committee, 
both Party committees and governments assume respon-
sibility, all sectors work together, and everyone holds the 
ground and meets one’s responsibility, so as to bolster our 
epidemic prevention capability. While strengthening orga-
nization and leadership, we must not drop our guard, lose 
drive, take chances or slacken efforts, and we must seize 
every moment to carry out all epidemic control work in 
a solid and meticulous manner. Wherever the epidemic 
situation is serious, the principal leaders of the Party and 
the government as well as officials at all levels must give 
top priority to epidemic response and put in their utmost 
effort to secure the final victory. Party organizations at all 
levels and all their members and officials should fully play 
their role, go to the frontline of epidemic control, commu-
nicate with the general public, and take active measures 
to help resolve problems and difficulties for our people.  
Accountability inspections will be strengthened. Anyone 
who fails to perform their duties and responsibilities and 
thus leads to a drastic escalation will be investigated and 
held to account right away in accordance with discipline 
and regulations.

Other matters were also discussed at the meeting. 
					     Xinhua

Standing Committee of Political Bureau of 
CPC Central Committee convenes meeting 
on COVID-19 situation and better and more 
stringent epidemic prevention and control

JERUSALEM

Israeli Defense Minister Benny 
Gantz said on Thursday a budget 
has been approved for building 
a laser-based air defense system 
against attacks by rockets and 
drones.

Gantz tweeted that “hundreds of 
millions” of shekels were allocated 
for the development of the so-
called “Iron Beam” system. “We are 
taking a dramatic step to change 
the battlefield and upgrade the se-

curity of Israeli citizens in the wake 
of threats from Gaza, Lebanon and 
Syria,” Gantz said. He said the sys-
tem will be integrated into Israel’s 
air defense array alongside the an-
ti-rocket Iron Dome system. 

Meanwhile, Israeli Defense Min-
istry said in a statement that the 
system will be developed by the 
state-owned defense company Ra-
fael Advanced Weapons Systems 
and Israel-based defence company 
Elbit Systems, adding that the con-
tract would be signed “in the next 

few days.”
In February, Israeli Prime Minis-

ter Naftali Bennett told the annual 
conference of the Institute for Na-
tional Security Studies, an Israeli 
security think tank, that Israel was 
speeding up the development of 
the “Iron Beam” system. The sys-
tem will be first deployed in south-
ern Israel and later in other parts 
of the country to provide “a wall 
of lasers” against missiles, rockets, 
drones and other threats, Bennett 
said.  			   Xinhua

Israel approves budget for building air defense laser system - minister

Yesterday, Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said that a meeting be-
tween Putin and Zelensky is possible.

Earlier Wednesday, Russian presi-
dential aide Vladimir Medinsky said 
Russia and Ukraine have achieved 
some progress on a number of issues 
during the new round of talks, “but 
not all.” “The positions of the parties 
are quite clear, we are moving slowly,” 
local media reported, citing Medinsky, 
who is also the head of Moscow’s del-
egation.

“The preservation and develop-
ment of Ukraine’s neutral status, 
Ukraine’s demilitarization along with 
a whole range of issues related to the 
size of the Ukrainian army are being 
discussed,” Medinsky said.

More diplomatic efforts 
Turkey and Poland agreed to step 

up diplomatic efforts to end the Ukrai-
nian crisis, Turkish President Recep 

Tayyip Erdogan said on Wednesday. 
“We mainly discussed the develop-

ments in Ukraine and Russia, as well 
as our bilateral relations. As two NATO 
allies, we had a detailed exchange of 
views. In this process, we will contin-
ue our consultation and cooperation 
with Poland,” Erdogan said at a joint 
press conference with his Polish coun-
terpart Andrzej Duda in the Turkish 
capital Ankara. 

Duda visited Turkey on Wednesday 
to discuss with the Turkish president 
ways to defuse the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict. Erdogan welcomed the Pol-
ish president in Ankara as part of 
Turkey’s mediation efforts to secure a 
ceasefire in Ukraine. 

“We continue our attempts to 
achieve a ceasefire,” Erdogan said, 
adding that Cavusoglu will continue 
“shuttle diplomacy” visiting Ukraine 
on Thursday after his talks with his 
Russian counterpart in Moscow on 

Ukrainian negotiator Mikhailo Podolyak speaks to media after talks between 
delegations from Ukraine and Russia in Belarus’ Gomel region on Feb 28, 2022. 
File photo
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Wrong interpretation on offside 
still rife among soccer referees 

 By Correspondent Sabato Kasika

DAR ES SALAAM’s African Stars Music 
Band’s Director, Luiza Mbutu, has said 
that it is not easy for the band to plunge 
into oblivion due to the departure of 
some of its musicians.

 Luiza insisted the troupe instead 
becomes stronger each passing day.

The famous musician disclosed 
yesterday when she was talking about 
the challenges that the band, popularly 
known as ‘Twanga Pepeta’, has faced.

Twanga Pepeta for several years 
witnessed some of its prominent 
musicians resorting to leaving the 
troupe seeking to either form a new 
band or join another band.

“You know in normal life, one has to 
go through a lot of challenges, that’s the 
way it is even in dance music in which 
our band is used to losing performers 
but it has not lost steam,’’ Luiza 
disclosed.

The vocalist cited the reasons for the 
troupe’s steadfastness as its long-term 
sustainability.

She disclosed Twanga Pepeta was 
the first band in Tanzania to launch a 
modern dance movement and garner 
enormous popularity that still exists.

The director mentioned some of 
the popular musicians who have left 
the band as singers Ally Choki, Saleh 
Kupaza, Khalid Chuma, Charles Gabriel 
‘Chaz Baba’, rappers Msafiri Said 
‘Msafiri Diouf ’, and Saulo Ferguson, and 
keyboardist, Victor Mkambi.

“I have mentioned a few, but there are 
others, but if you follow our troupe, you 
will find that they have all returned to 
the group after realizing that ‘Twanga 
Pepeta’ is unique,’’ Luiza said.

Luiza said no one will deny that for a 
long time now the band has been doing 
well to the extent that it dominates 
other bands including those made up of 
several musicians from the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo.

“I can say that Twanga Pepeta is still 
very much alive in dance music, raising 
and nurturing the talents of young 
artists some of whom are now serving 
it,” Luiza said.

The vocalist pointed out the band 
has a schedule of entertainment shows 
taking place from Wednesday to Sunday. 

She disclosed that a large number of 
shows is a clear indication that Twanga 
Pepeta is acceptable and has many fans.

“If you follow other bands, you will find 
that they only do shows on weekends, 
but our shows start in the middle of the 
week because we are accepted and we 
have a lot of places to do our stuff,” she 
said.

The singer revealed she could not 
detail the band’s success without 
mentioning the troupe owner Asha 
Baraka ‘Iron Lady’.

Luiza stated that Asha has been at 
the forefront of pushing the wheel of 
the African Stars Entertainment (ASET) 
Company that owns the band, to ensure 
Twanga Pepeta Band continues to stand 
firm.

African Stars Band 
will hardly plunge into 
oblivion, says Luiza

Luiza Mbutu

 By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

TANZANIA’s representative 
in the 2021/22 CAF Confed-
eration Cup, Simba SC, has 
set its sights on qualifying for 
the tournament’s knockout 
stages after commanding a 
1-0 win over RS ​​Berkane of 
Morocco in Dar es Salaam last 
weekend.

The game was full of excite-
ment and competition and 
led to several controversial 
incidents brought about by 
decisions that referees from 
DR Congo, assigned for the 
fixture, made in the tie.

It was a duel that forced 
The Guardian to shed light on 
some of the rules of football 
including offside which has 
led to criticism from fans.

Such criticism is, at times, 
in view even if the Video As-
sistant Referee (VAR) is put to 
use for clarity.

The first incident was re-
lated to a goal scored by mid-
fielder Pape Ousmane Sakho 
in the final minutes of the 
first half.

It was scored whilst there 
was a violation of football 
rules.

The referees’ decision has 
come to divide football fans 
on various social networks 
regarding the legitimacy of 
the goal.

A large percentage of Sim-
ba SC fans to this day say that 
it is a legitimate goal and sup-
port the referee for the good 
decision he made.

There are also many foot-
ball fans criticizing the call 
saying the referee allowed 
Simba to score a goal that 
should not have stood.

Many arguments have been 
made regarding the require-
ments of rule number 11 
which is focusing on offside 
according to the internation-
al governing body of associa-
tion football, FIFA.

The rule has many ele-
ments but for Simba’s match 
against RS Berkane the fea-

Tanzania’s Simba SC midfielder, Pape Ousmane Sakho (2nd L), shoots whilst under pressure from Morocco’s Renaissance Sportive de 
Berkane defenders in a CAF Confederation Cup Group D match which took place in Dar es Salaam on March 13. PHOTO: COURTESY 
OF SIMBA SC

 SAN FRANCISCO

STEPHEN Curry went down with a 
left foot injury late in the first half and 
Golden State coach Steve Kerr didn’t 
like Marcus Smart’s lunging move at 
the reigning NBA scoring champ.

Smart got an earful from Kerr, then 
they chatted again after the Boston 
Celtics beat the Warriors 110-88 on 
Wednesday night.

“I thought it was a dangerous play. 
I thought Marcus dove into Steph’s 
knee,” Kerr said. “That’s what I was 
upset about. Lot of respect for Mar-
cus, he’s a hell of a player, gamer, 

competitor. I coached him in the 
World Cup a few summers ago. We 
talked after the game, we’re good. I 
thought it was a dangerous play, just 
let him know.”

Curry was injured with 4:19 re-
maining in the second quarter along 
the sideline while scrambling for a 
loose ball as Smart made a diving 
lunge on the play and landed on the 
reigning scoring champion’s leg. Cur-
ry grimaced in pain and got up but 
hobbled along before exiting on the 
next dead ball moments later.

That came when Smart made an-
other aggressive play, receiving a 

Flagrant 1 foul 4:09 before halftime 
when he leapt and caught his leg on 
Klay Thompson’s shooting arm.

Kerr said Curry, who had three 
points on 1-for-4 shooting, was having 
an MRI exam. Rookie Moses Moody 
also injured his right shoulder.

Warriors forward Juan Toscano-
Anderson said Smart wanted the ball 
but might have been able to use more 
caution.

“I don’t think it was a dirty play,” 
Toscano-Anderson said. “... We all 
know that’s Marcus Smart, though, 
that’s how he plays, he’s gritty.”

Draymond Green was whistled for 

a technical for arguing a foul called 
on Thompson against Smart at the 
1:48 mark, with Green throwing his 
arms up in the air in disgust and yell-
ing.

Jayson Tatum had 26 points and 12 
rebounds to lead Boston, while Jalen 
Brown scored 14 of his 26 points in 
the first half. Smart wound up with 
20 points on 8-of-12 shooting and 
eight assists.

The Warriors couldn’t keep up in 
their fourth straight home defeat to 
the Celtics and sixth of seven match-
ups in the Bay Area.

Boston’s stingy, top-rated defense 

held Golden State to a cold 29.3% in 
the first half and 37.2% overall as the 
Warriors were limited to 19 assists. 
Jordan Poole was 1 of 8 but recovered 
to scored a team-high 29 points.

This was a tough blow for Curry two 
days after he dazzled for 47 points 
on his 34th birthday in a 126-112 win 
against the Wizards on Monday.

Green came off the bench for a sec-
ond straight game as he regains his 
strength from a back injury, his min-
utes increased from 20 to 22.

Second-year center James Wise-
man returned from his assignment 
with the G League Santa Cruz War-

riors and will continue to build up 
his conditioning. He started all three 
games and averaged 17.3 points — go-
ing 22 of 42 for 52.4% — 9.7 rebounds 
and 1.67 blocks over 20.7 minutes.

He hasn’t played since April 10 
last year while recovering from right 
knee surgery.

“The main thing is he’s healthy 
and he’s moving well and that’s the 
biggest thing,” Kerr said. “That was 
our biggest concern going in. Can he 
build the momentum, sustain it and 
continue to work on his conditioning, 
timing and so far, so good. Happy to 
see him out there.”

Curry injures left foot in Warriors blowout loss to Celtics

ture mentioned is the act of interfer-
ing with the game.

The second incident involves Sim-
ba goalkeeper Aishi Manula who al-
legedly fouled one of RS Berkane’s 
players in the 63rd minute of the 
game, with DR Congo referee Jean 
Jacques Ndala refusing to award visi-
tors a penalty kick.

There was also an incident in the 
82nd minute of the game when the 
number one assistant referee disal-
lowed a goal scored by Berkane play-
er, Hamza Regragui, who according 
to the official was offside.

In the first incident, which re-
sulted in the only goal of the game, 
before Sakho scored there were two 
Simba players, Meddie Kagere and 
Rally Bwalya, who were in the offside 
position.

Bwalya was next to RS Berkane 
goalkeeper Hamza Hamiani Akbi 
and did not appear to interfere in 
the game.

The incident caused the RS Ber-
kane goalkeeper to lose focus on 
Bwalya and focus on the ball in front 
of Kagere and the scorer, Sakho.

According to rule 11 which is off-

side as per FIFA regulations, Bwalya 
did not interfere in the game.

Kagere is judged to have been off-
side for several reasons, first, pre-
venting the goalkeeper from seeing 
directly (preventing an opponent 
from playing or being able to play 
the ball by clearly obstructing the 
opponent’s line of vision) and 

The second reason is interfering 
with the game (by jumping up) and 
making the goalkeeper fail to see 
(making an obvious action that im-
pacts the ability of an opponent to 
play the ball).

However, the referee possibly used 
the criterion of the distance between 
Kagere and the Berkane goalkeeper.

It is clear that the goalkeeper was 
able to see the ball and that is why 
the referee allowed Simba’s goal.

So some fanatics can say that it 
was not a legitimate goal in terms of 
FIFA rules as well as a legitimate goal 
for the referee’s vision especially 
considering the distance between 
the goal scorer, Kagere, and the goal-
keeper.

Referee Ndala was criticized by RS 
Berkane officials for denying them 

the penalty in the 63rd minute and 
sparking an uproar.

The incident involved Simba goal-
keeper Manula who went to block 
the ball in a dangerous position with 
the Berkane attacker falling because 
of the contact.

If a football enthusiast takes a 
look at the references, it is clear that 
Manula was the first to reach the ball 
and play it before the Berkane player 
tripped and fell behind Manula.

So it was not a penalty as claimed 
by the players and officials of RS Ber-
kane.

With eight minutes to go, RS Ber-
kane scored a goal that was disal-
lowed by the first assistant referee.

If a football lover takes a look at 
the references, the goal was legiti-
mate as the scorer was not in the al-
lotted area and some RS Berkane’s 
players were offside.

The assistant referee number one 
focused on the players who were on 
the offside line.

The plyers, nevertheless, did not 
interfere with the game and were 
further away but the referee’s deci-
sion is the last on the pitch.

 By Correspondent Sabato Kasika

ARTISTS who form a promi-
nent new generation music 
troupe in Tanzania, ‘Wagosi wa 
Kaya’, have said their long si-
lence should not be interpreted 
as abandoning the music genre.

The group, based in Tanga, is 
made up of two artists John Ev-
ans ‘Dr. John ’, and Fredy Malick 
‘Mkoloni’, who earned a lot of 
praise for singing in the accent 
of some of the Tanga ethnic lan-
guages.

‘Mkoloni’ revealed the troupe 
had already gained popularity in 
the community through art, so 
it cannot opt-out of the industry 
given its members are planning 
to make music that suits demand.

The singer was for that matter 
adamant their silence is merely 
natural change.

The performer stated: “It’s 

‘Wagosi wa Kaya’ troupe seeks to reorganize

‘Wagosi wa Kaya’ troupe’s musicians, John Evans ‘Dr. John ’ (L), and Fredy Malick ‘Mkoloni’.

been a long time since 
we’ve been silent, but we 
can’t stop doing music be-
cause it’s connected us to 
society.’’

‘’If we let it go, it would 
be the same as leaving 
that connection with so-

ciety, and we don’t want it 
to be that way,” he said.

He said some people 
claim that their group has 
lost touch.

‘Mkoloni’ was neverthe-
less adamant such notion 
is not true at all, adding 

that he and his colleague, 
‘Dr. John’,  have details on 
what is going on.

“The bottom line is that 
our group keeps on read-
ing the signs of the times 
to ensure that when we re-
lease new songs, they will 

dominate the charts as was 
the case with our previous 
songs including ‘Tanga Ku-
nani Paleee’,” he said.

He said in 2014 the group 
made its way back into the 
music industry with ‘Bao’ 
and ‘Gahawa’ songs.

The songs were released 
within a day, with videos 
done by talented video di-
rector, Mecky Kaloka, the 
songs’ audio was done at 
Tongwe Records studios.

He said the songs tar-
geted to show the fans that 
‘Wagosi wa Kaya’ can still 
dominate the domestic 
music scene.

The artists revealed they 
can do well even though 
they are not in the lime-
light as was the case in the 
past due to focusing on 
their respective activities.
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Barcelona look for 
proof of progress 
against runaway 
leaders Real Madrid

 BARCELONA

THE Clasico tomorrow will likely have very little 
bearing on the current season for either Barcelona 
or Real Madrid -- but it should set the tone for the 
next one.

Atletico Madrid’s limp title defence, Sevilla’s late 
fade and Barca’s miserable start have all helped en-
sure Real Madrid, now 10 points clear at the top of 
La Liga, will almost certainly be crowned champi-
ons in May.

Those hoping for a dramatic finish have won-
dered if a comeback could yet be possible given 
Barca’s recent surge and Carlo Ancelotti has been 
trying to play down the idea the league is already 
won.

Asked on Monday, after their victory over Mal-
lorca, how Real Madrid could ever lose the league 
from here, Ancelotti said: “How do you lose a 
Champions League final when you are 3-0 up? It 
happened to me once. I hope it doesn’t happen 
again.”

All logic, though, suggests the league is over, re-
gardless of the result on Sunday. Even if they beat 
Madrid at the Santiago Bernabeu and win their 
game in hand, Barcelona would be nine points be-
hind Madrid, with nine games left to go.

To close the gap would require both Barca hav-
ing a faultless finish and, more improbably, Madrid 
suffering a collapse, that for a solid and experi-
enced outfit seems entirely inconceivable on the 
basis of what has gone so far.

“Winning La Liga will be very difficult,” said Xavi 
Hernandez last weekend after Barcelona’s win 
over Osasuna. “You can’t rule it out but we can’t be 
optimistic.”

The more tangible rewards on offer for the victor 
this weekend will be either Real Madrid tightening 
their grip on the trophy or Barcelona entrenching 
their place in the top four, with their chances of 
pipping Sevilla to second already growing by the 
week.

- Transformed the mood -
More significant, though, will be the impact the 

result has on how this season is viewed, which 
could in turn be hugely influential on how both 
clubs approach the summer.

For Barcelona, a win at the Bernabeu would put 
some substantial evidence behind the theory this 
team is ready to challenge again, certainly in Spain, 
even if not yet with the richest and most powerful 
clubs in Europe. 

AFP

With Benzema doubtful, Real 
Madrid hosts new-look Barca

  BARCELONA, Spain

THE last time that Real Madrid 
played Barcelona, it brushed 
aside a team struggling to find 
its way after being orphaned by 
Lionel Messi.

Madrid’s 2-1 win in October 
ignited ugly scenes of furious 
Barcelona fans  banging Ronald 
Koeman’s car as the beleaguered 
coach sped away from Camp Nou.

Fast forward to Sunday when 
Barcelona with Xavi Hernández 
in charge of a new-look squad will 
head to the Santiago Bernabéu to 
test how far it has closed the gap 
with its fiercest rival.

Most “clásico” matches have 
an impact on the Spanish league 
title race. Not so much this time. 
Madrid enjoys a comfortable lead 
at the top of the standings and 
only a major collapse will stop 
it from adding to its record 34 
league titles.

With 10 games left, Madrid 

leads Sevilla by 10 points and both 
Barcelona and Atlético Madrid by 
15.

The main question for coach 
Carlo Ancelotti is whether Karim 
Benzema will be available to play.

The France striker is doubtful 
after he injured his left leg in 
the final minutes of a 3-0 win at 
Mallorca on Monday. He had to 
leave the game after scoring twice 
to take his league-leading tally to 
22 goals.

The 34-year-old Benzema is 
playing the best soccer of his long 
career this season. He has scored 
eight goals in his last five matches, 
including his second-half hat trick 
to oust Paris Saint-Germain from 
the Champions League last week.

If he is not fit to play, Madrid 
will turn to winger Vinícius Júnior 
to lead its attack. His 14 league 
goals are second only to Benzema 
in the entire competition. 
Ancelotti could also play Marco 

Asensio as a “false nine” and 
perhaps give Federico Valverde a 
second straight start as a romping 
midfielder.

The Barcelona that Madrid 
faced at Camp Nou on Oct. 24 has 
undergone a profound overhaul. 
In that loss, Ansu Fati, Memphis 
Depay and Sergiño Dest started 
as Barcelona’s front three and 
Philippe Coutinho and Sergio 
Agüero came off the bench as 
substitutes.

Now, thanks an impressive 
effort by the club to bring in new 
players in the January transfer 
window, Barcelona’s attack 
features newcomers Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang, Ferran 
Torres and Adama Traoré. And 
while Coutinho and Agüero are 
no longer on the team, 38-year-
old Dani Alves has returned to 
play at right back. Ousmane 
Dembélé, who was injured when 
they played in October, is also 

providing a spark to Barcelona’s 
attack.

Aubameyang and Torres have 
made an immediate impact 
since joining from Arsenal and 
Manchester City, respectively. 
Aubameyang has scored six goals 
in just nine appearances, with 
Torres adding another five goals. 
Depay has also scored twice 
recently, after being sidelined 
for two months with a hamstring 
injury, giving him a team-high 10 
goals for the season.

After struggling to score before 
it got its winter reinforcements, 
Barcelona has scored four goals 
five times over the past two 
months.

“(Barcelona) has undergone 
a big change since Xavi arrived 
and has improved its play and 
is winning games easily by a big 
difference, so we will have to be 
careful,” Madrid’s Valverde told 
Cadena SER on Wednesday.

Aubameyang has been 
particularly impressive given that 
he was benched at Arsenal before 
the English club let him go.

“The truth is, I kind of expected 
this because I have been working 
hard and wanted to make a good 
start (at Barcelona),” Aubameyang 
said on Wednesday.

Aubameyang said that he was 
flourishing as Barcelona’s pure 
striker, as compared to at Arsenal 
where “I played a lot better on the 
left.”

“Coach already knew what I 
could do when I arrived and we 
have worked hard on the pressure 
that I must put on defenders (to 
recover the ball) and knowing 
how to play in tight spaces that 
is characteristic of this team,” the 
Gabon international said.

Sevilla, which has lost ground 
to Madrid in recent weeks, hosts 
Real Sociedad on Sunday.

AP

 MANCHESTER, England

THERE are those at  Man-
chester United  who would 
quite like to sign  Harry 
Kane  if he was to become 
available in the summer 
-- but with the Tottenham 
striker watching on,  Cris-
tiano Ronaldo  once again 
showed everyone that he is 
not ready to be replaced just 
yet.

The 37-year-old striker s By 
Sid Lowe, ESPN Spain writer

STOP the tape and you 
still can’t see the pass. But 
then you’re not  Luka Mo-
dric,  Real Madrid’s veteran 
midfield maestro, and nor is 
anyone else.

Press pause, and it isn’t re-
ally possible. Modric stands 
outside the penalty area, 
on the edge of the D.  Ro-
drygo  is just to the right of 
him, but that’s not the ball 
he wants to play ... although 
he lets the defence think it 
is. It’s  Karim Benzema  he’s 
trying to reach. The trouble 
is, there are six blue shirts 
between him and his des-
tination; a seventh nearby, 
too. Have a good look, trace 
a line with your finger. Take 
your time. Nah, can’t see it.

Press play again. Oh, there 
it is. Through Presnel Kim-
pembe’s legs. In the middle 
of all that, when you can’t ask 
everyone if they wouldn’t 
mind just standing still for a 
minute while you work this 
out, when all around people 
are losing their heads, Mo-
dric saw the pass and played 
it. And then: pandemonium. 
With one flick of the foot, he 
had taken out seven men.

Again.
Modric had done that be-

fore, too. Nine seconds be-
fore.

Freeze the frame and it’s 
hard enough. Now imag-
ine doing that in real time, 
having just run 80 yards. 
Because it’s not just the last 
pass -- it’s the first pass too. 
It’s everything.

Real Madrid’s second goal 
on Wednesday started with 
Modric winning the ball 
just outside his own team’s 
penalty area, and it ended 
with him passing it on from 
just outside  Paris Saint-
Germain’s. There’s  some-
thing cartoonish about the 
scene as he sets off, dashing 
between  Neymar  and  Lio-
nel Messi, leaving them be-
hind first. Like this is a race 
and they’re the starting gate, 
everyone running in the 
same direction. There are 
four blue shirts on Modric 
trying to keep up, another 
just behind and two more 
fractionally to his left. It’s 

7-on-1, and none of them can 
catch him.

Modric knows this means 
that someone, somewhere, 
is on his own. It’s just math. 
He releases  Vinicius Ju-
nior  to the left, everyone 
drawn to him now bypassed. 
The ball goes through Pres-
nel Kimpembe, legs open, 
and Madrid are away. Vini-
cius runs and Modric does 
too, ready to join in again. 
Forty metres, 50 metres, 60 
metres. When the Brazil-
ian puts on the brakes, sur-
rounded by PSG’s rapidly 
retreating players, defensive 
positions taken up again, he 
returns it to Modric.

Poor Kimpembe;  it’s hap-
pening again. Poor  Achraf 
Hakimi, playing Benzema 
onside. Madrid’s No. 9 is 
standing alone. But still, 
that ball shouldn’t be getting 
through there to him. 

Commentating the game 
for British television, Glenn 
Hoddle sums it up nicely, the 
awe expressed in the sim-
plicity of what he says: “That 
was great, wannit?” Then he 
adds: “That nutmeg pass is 
absolutely beautiful.”

Hoddle knows a thing or 
two about passes, and about 
running with the ball: He 
understands vision, touch, 
genius. While you’re spend-
ing the day watching Modric 
videos on YouTube -- and 
what better way to spend 
it, although maybe turn 
the volume down -- take a 
little detour to look some 
of them up. Put it this way: 
The day former  Tottenham 
Hotspur  player Ossie Ardi-
les wanted to underline how 
good he thought Modric 
was, he could come up with 
no better way than likening 
him to his ex-Spurs team-
mate Hoddle.

That was 11 years ago, 
which brings us to the other 
thing. Luka Modric is 36. Not 
long ago you wondered if it 
was over, which was natural; 
time was against him. Except 

Even at 36, Modric is still Real Madrid’s key player. Just ask PSG

 Luka Modric

flows like it was the easiest 
thing in the world.”

Modric said in January: 
“I’m enjoying it like never 
before. I always have, but 
now more than ever be-
cause you never know how 
long you’re going to last at 
this level. I’m doing all I 
can to continue like this a 
few years more.” That level 
was as good as ever -- bet-
ter maybe -- so they let him 
get on with it, game after 
game, left to do what he 
does.

There was a neat line 
lately when Carlo Ancelotti 
said that  Casemiro,  Toni 
Kroos and Modric surprise 
him, that they move intui-
tively. That they just know. 
They don’t need telling. 
“They do things I don’t ask 
of them,” the coach said -- 
and that was a good thing. 
“Madrid fans can relax: I’m 
not going to interfere,” he 
said. They could relax, aye: 
Another extension is now 
being prepared for Modric, 
taking him to 37 and maybe 
beyond.

“I have maybe two, three 
more years good football 
in me,” he said 18 months 
ago, which sounded bold 
then and conservative now. 
“What level, we’ll see, but I 
think I still can give a lot, 
because I take care of my-
self, I still work hard, I still 
have the desire to do big 
things, and as long as I have 
that feeling in me, why not 
continue playing?”

Well, quite. And please 
do.

In the end, it’s about how 
you feel. And  for all the 
footage of Modric on the 
pitch  on Wednesday, for 
all the things he did -- 69 
passes, 100 dribbles, that 
spell when suddenly Ma-
drid smelled blood and he 
was everywhere, driving 
them on -- for all that you 
can marvel over him find-

ing a way through that you 
can’t even see with the tape 
paused, maybe the best 
moments came as he left 
the pitch after his side had 
eliminated PSG 3-1 from 
the Champions League.

When he hugs Ancelotti, 
the manager’s eyes close 
and a big, gentle, blissful 
smile covers his face. He 
holds Modric tight, like he 
would happily never let go. 
The look is ... well, it’s love.

And then comes that 
tour of his team, that jour-
ney inside. You might have 
seen this by now, but it’s 
worth watching again, and 
again and again. Reach the 
end, and it’s impossible not 
to be moved by it, a video 
that speaks volumes and 
explains so much.

Modric heads into the 
tunnel shouting, bounding 
like a little kid. He leaps 
onto  David Alaba. He 
slaps  Eder Militao  on the 
back. He embraces Vini-
cius, heads touching, eyes 
meeting. He tells Rodrygo: 
“F---ing brilliant; it has to be 
like this always.” “Kroos!” 
he shouts. “It doesn’t hurt; 
it doesn’t hurt at all!” he 
tells  Nacho, whose every 
muscle screams. He kiss-
es Dani Carvajal’s head.

He goes around the 
whole dressing room, ap-
proaching them all. In the 
back, the staff await: kit 
men, staff and physios. 
“Luki!” they shout and 
leap about. “Amazing!” he 
shouts at  Federico Val-
verde  in English. He finds 
Benzema again, and hugs 
him. And then, at last he 
sits, slumping on to the 
bench, and puts his head 
in his hands, covering his 
face, exhausted.

“Así,” he says: This.

that time is always on Mo-
dric’s side, bent to his will. 
Madrid weren’t sure he 
would, or should, continue 
when his contract ran out 
in 2021. He could have felt 
the same with nothing left 
to prove: Ballon d’Or won, 
three consecutive Champi-
ons Leagues, too, football 
completed. It was time to 
rejuvenate the team.

But he was so good that 
it was a no-brainer. Ma-
drid had to ensure that he 
continued, with any suc-
cession plans put on hold. 
There had been no fuss, 
no noise and no whining 
about getting only a one-
year deal, just the perfor-
mances that would see him 
get offered another one, all 
in good time. On Wednes-
day, it wasn’t just that pass, 
which might not even be 
your favourite moment. 
Maybe the slide tackle on 
Messi is, a moment that 
says something as well. For 
all the class, there is a com-
petitor, too.

One first-division player 
admits to really crashing 
into him in an attempt to 
put him off his game. Mo-
dric didn’t even flinch. 
Look at his calves, like a 
pair of cannon balls inside 

his skin.
There have been dis-

cussions, internally and 
externally, about how to 
manage him; a suggestion 
that he should be rotated, 
rested and protected, used 
in small doses. He didn’t 
agree -- he just wanted to 
play. So what if he was old-
er? He was better off with 
continuity, and he was hav-
ing too much fun to sit out.

As was everyone else: 
There is a generosity about 
Modric, an effort, and he 
is all about the collective, 
the game itself: Admirably 
lacking in ego, he is a man 
who,  in Jorge Valdano’s 
words, “never allows him-
self a single act of dema-
goguery,” and “doesn’t feel 
the pull of populism.”

Valdano says: “He doesn’t 
do impossible things. 
When he plays a pass, you 
see it and think: ‘That’s 
what I would have done.’” 
Yeah, afterward. Once he 
has shown us. And that 
ball on Wednesday was the 
perfect example. Valdano 
adds: “And we should not 
believe that [that’s the pass 
I would have done]. In fact, 
what Modric does, only 
Modric does. When the ball 
passes by his feet, the play 

 PARIS

A SEASON that started with such feverish excite-
ment is turning out to be nothing short of a fiasco 
in Paris for Lionel Messi, who suffered the igno-
miny of being booed by his own supporters last 
weekend.

Unhappy Paris Saint-Germain fans targeted the 
Argentine as well as Neymar during the 3-0 win 
over Bordeaux that followed the club’s spectacular 
Champions League elimination at the hands of Real 
Madrid.

“We understand their disappointment, their feel-
ing of hatred,” admitted PSG defender Presnel Kim-
pembe.

Adored in Barcelona, from where he made a tear-
ful exit last August, the seven-time Ballon d’Or win-
ner suddenly found himself in a position he had 
never previously experienced during his remark-
able club career.

The 34-year-old still has 10 games left with PSG 
this season, including Sunday’s trip to Monaco, 
but he could be forgiven for wishing the campaign 
were already over.

In some respects it is, given PSG have again failed 
to win the Champions League.

When Messi was unveiled at the Parc des Princes 
at the start of the season he admitted winning an-
other European Cup was his “dream” and said he 
felt he was in the “ideal place” to do it.

It was not to be, at least this season, and Messi 
will be 35 by the time the next campaign begins. In-
stead all he can look forward to for now is winning 
the Ligue 1 title.

Mauricio Pochettino’s team are currently 15 
points clear of Marseille and Nice, and surely PSG 
cannot throw that advantage away.

In any case, reclaiming the domestic title will be 
a very hollow victory for a club who enjoy such 
an enormous financial advantage over their rivals 
-- Messi’s salary alone is reported to be around 30 
million euros ($33.4m) net in his first season in 
Paris.

The player who is arguably the best of all time 
has failed to come remotely close to the form he 
produced so regularly in Barcelona.

He has just seven goals in all competitions this 
season, only two of which have come in Ligue 1 -- in 
contrast he scored at least 31 goals in each of his 
last 13 seasons at the Camp Nou.

AFP

Messi left to pick up pieces 
at PSG after jeers and 
Champions League failure



 

African Sports Club has 
scored 22 goals, leaked 26 
goals to remain with a -4 goal 
difference in the games played. 

Speaking in Tanga, African 
Sports Club secretary-general, 
Hatibu Enzi, said his team has 
yet to give up, as it is making 
efforts to perform well in the 
remaining matches.

Enzi revealed: ‘’African 
Sports Club has not lost hope, 
it is not disappointed with 
being placed in the position in 
the league standing.’’

‘’We are making sure we will 
do well in the remaining home 
and away matches.’’

Out of 16 outfits in the 
2021/22 Championship, JKT 
Tanzania FC is placed sixth 
with 29 points after battling it 
out in 20 matches.

African Sports is above 
bottom-placed Gwambina FC, 
Pan African FC lately placed 
15th, 14th placed African Lyon 
FC, and Ndanda FC sitting 13th. 

Championship’s favourite, 
Diamond Trust Bank (DTB) FC, 

is positioned top with victory 
in 15 games, draw in four, and 
loss in two matches, amassing 
49 points.

Ihefu FC happens to be the 
tournament top side’s closest 
challenger, notching win in 15 
fixtures, draw in two, and loss 
in four.

The third and fourth spots 
are owned by Kitayosce FC and 
Mashujaa FC followed by Ken 
Gold FC and Green Warriors 
in the fifth and sixth places 
respectively.

Clubs finishing in the top 
two places are guaranteed 
participation in the 2022/23 
Premier League.

Competitors ending third 
and fourth are to compete 
in this season’s promotion/
relegation playoffs.

The playoffs will pit them 
against sides that will be 
placed 13th and 14th after the 
conclusion of the NBC Premier 
League.

With Benzema doubtful, 
Real Madrid hosts new-look 
Barca
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African Sports keen on performing 
well in 2021/22 Championship 

 By Correspondent Cheji Bakari, 

Tanga

A
FRICAN Sports 
leadership has stated 
that despite the outfit 
being placed 12th 

in this season’s Championship 
standing, it hopes the outfit will 
perform well in the rest of the 
matches.

On March 26, the Tanga-based 
club will face JKT Tanzania FC 
in the Championship’s round 22 
match at Isamuhyo ground in 
Dar es Salaam.

On the Championship’s 
standing, African Sports Club 
sits 12th after battling it out in 21 
matches.

The squad has notched 21 
points, having recorded victory 
in five outings, draw in six duels, 
and defeat in 10 fixtures.
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 Flexibles by David Chikoko

MOUNT MAUNGANUI

AFY Fletcher was into her sixth straight over 
- and West Indies into their 13th since their last 
wicket, defending 140 - when she got the better of 
Fargana Hoque. It was not the generous flight by 
the legspinner which enticed the well-set Hoque 
into a false shot that grabbed the spotlight, but what 
played out after that.

etcher ran towards covers, took out an imaginary 
phone from her pocket to mock-dial her seven-
month-old on a video call to say, “Hi baby!” with a 
wave and a gleam in her eyes. Irrespective of where 
your allegiance lay, it was a moment that would have 
brought a smile to your face.

Fletcher returned to international cricket after 
maternity leave during the home series against 
South Africa in February but played just one match. 

In the two warm-up matches ahead of the 
Women’s World Cup, she remained wicketless. It 
then took West Indies five games to get Fletcher into 
the playing XI, but now here she was in the thick of 
the action.

“I thought Afy was brilliant (in her) first (World 
Cup) game back after giving birth,” captain Stafanie 
Taylor said after the match. “She has been working 
hard in the nets. Pleased she came out on top.”

In the over after she dismissed Hoque, Fletcher 
showed why she is rated highly. First, an authentic 
legbreak got the better of Rumana Ahmed as she 
was caught behind before a wrong ‘un left Ritu Moni 
clueless next ball. Though she couldn’t get the hat-
trick, her ten overs - bowled at one go - resulted in 
three wickets for 29 runs and, more importantly, 
broke the back of the chase.

“You look at women in sport nowadays and you 
see so many changes happening,” Hayley Matthews 
said later. “It’s been fantastic that she’s been able to 
go out, become a mother and come back. It speaks 
for her dedication at her age - being 30-something 
at this point.

“It is becoming more of a regular happenstance 
that women can leave the game, give birth, and 
come back to it, knowing that they have that support 
around her. It’s brilliant to have her back, we saw 
the class that she is and we expect only good things 
from her going forward as always.”

Matthews herself delivered a Player-of-the-Match 
performance, with career-best ODI figures of four 
wickets for 15. She is currently the joint-leading 
wicket-taker at the tournament, with ten scalps, and 
among the top five run-getters as well.

“Over the last year or so, I was able to understand 
a lot about bowling offspin in certain situations,” she 
said. 

“(I have been) working on my technique, getting 
my hand coming from a bit higher, trying to get as 
many revs as possible. What’s more important for 
me is to control where I am pitching the ball. As a 
tall girl, helps me get a bit more bounce as well.”

That Matthews bowled the opening over in West 
Indies’ defense of 140 speaks about Taylor’s faith in 
her and she backed it up with a wicket off the fifth 
ball, trapping Shamima Sultana in front.

“Looking at the wicket, we saw how well their 
spinners bowled,” Matthews said. “The conditions 
suited spin. So we figured that if we get a spinner 
therein as early as possible, it would be really 
helpful and hopefully pick up some early wickets. 
I am just the one the team went for and it worked 
pretty well.”

Matthews, Fletcher, and Taylor picked up all ten 
wickets between them, making it the first instance 
of spinners claiming all ten in a Women’s World Cup 
match. It perhaps wouldn’t have got to a stage where 
the trio could put pressure and inflict damage 
on Bangladesh, had it not been for Shemaine 
Campbelle’s gritty innings.

West Indies were 48 for 3 when the wicketkeeper-
batter walked in and soon found themselves 70 for 
7. At that time, Campbelle was on 15 off 63 balls, 52 
of which were dots. However, she stayed put and 
scored her second half-century in this competition, 
in the process helping West Indies get to a total that 
had looked way beyond their reach at one point.

“At that point, we really needed our batters to 
stand up and she did well,” Matthews said, heaping 
praise on Cambelle. “She’s the type of person who 
can catch up and get the runs towards the end of the 
innings. She realized what was more important and 
that was her spending time in the middle, and she 
did exactly that. Some people will say the strike rate 
was pretty low but at the same time, we were in a bit 
of trouble. She just did what we needed her to do.”

 
AGENCIES

The varied architects of a 
hard-fought West Indies win

Dar to host East and Central Africa Junior 
Athletics Championships next month 

Junior runners participate in a recent East and Central Africa Junior Athletics Championships which took place in Dar es Salaam.

African Sports

By Correspondent Cheji Bakari, 
Tanga

ATHLETICS Tanzania (AT) 
leadership has disclosed that 
the country will, from April 7-8, 
host East and Central Africa Ju-
nior Athletics Championships 
set to take place at Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium in Dar es Sa-
laam.

The showpiece, which will at-
tract athletes aged below 17 and 
20, will involve about 500 run-
ners from around the region.

According to AT Information 

Officer, Rogath John Steven, 
the East African countries that 
will participate in the tourna-
ment include Kenya, Uganda, 
Rwanda, Burundi, and hosts, 
Tanzania.

Central African countries that 
have been confirmed to partici-
pate in the tournament are Ethi-
opia, Djibouti, Somalia, Eritrea, 
and Sudan.

Steven revealed: ‘’About 10 
East and Central African coun-
tries will from April 7-8 partici-
pate in the championships for 

youths aged below 17 and 20 
which will take place at Benja-
min Mkapa Stadium in Dar es 
Salaam.’’

The official noted: “About 500 
athletes are expected to partici-
pate in the tournament.’’

The East and Central Africa 
Junior Athletics Championships 
(EAAR), also just called the East 
Africa Junior Athletics Cham-
pionships, is a track and field 
competition for junior athletes 
in East Africa and Central Af-
rica.

The championships were 
held for the first time in Amaan 
Stadium, Zanzibar in 2013.

They were then hosted by Dar 
es Salaam, Mainland Tanzania 
in 2016.

They consisted of athletes 
from Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, 
Somalia, Eritrea, Sudan, Ethio-
pia, Djibouti, Mainland Tanza-
nia, and Zanzibar.

Kenyan athletes won 10 gold 
medals at the 2016 Champion-
ships.

By Correspondent Cheji Bakari, Tanga

ABOUT 28 participants who 
attended a preliminary athletics 
coaching course in Dodoma had, 
on Friday, graduated after doing 
their final examinations.

The participants who attended 
the short course come from all 
regions across Mainland Tanzania 
and  Zanzibar.

According to information issued 
by Athletics Tanzania (AT) on its 
social media platforms, a trainer 
from the University of Dar es 
Salaam (UDSM), Hamad Ndee, took 
charge of the course.

The participants congratulated 
AT for organizing the course by 
pointing out that the course has 
sharpened their skills for training 
athletes at all levels.

“ After the end of this and other 
upcoming short courses, we 
expect to receive medals because 
this course has shaped our skills,’’ 
one of the participants, Deodatus 
Boniventura, noted.

The coach stated: ‘’now we can 
train athletes from grassroots to 
national level.’’

Athletics 
coaches 
graduate 
course in 
Dodoma
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