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Covid-19
positive
Johnson
mingled
with top
officials

LONDON

TOP government officials in the UK
including those critical in the fight
against Covid-19 are faced with no option
but self-quarantine after it emerged that
they came into close contact with Prime
Minister Boris Johnson, who tested
positive for the virus yesterday.

Johnson becomes the
second high-profile
leader in the UK after
Prince Charles who
tested positive on
Wednesday

The UK media reported that days
before announcing his test results, the PM
appeared much closer than two metres
away from other people in public events,
including Chief Scientist Sir Patrick
Vallance and Chief Medical Officer Chris
Whitty.

Westminster reacted to the news
that Johnson has tested positive for
coronavirus with former Tory Cabinet
minister Mel Stride saying the PM had
done the “right thing” to self-isolate and
it is clear he “is very much still in charge”
of the government and its coronavirus
response.

Acting Lib Dem leader Sir Ed Davey
wished the PM a “full and speedy
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Zanzibar shops removed

Tanzania Fire and Rescue Force officers engage much-needed resourcefulness yesterday in fumigating a multi-storey building standing on
a downtown Dar es Salaam street. It was all in an effort to prevent the spread of Covid-19 infections.

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Arusha

PRIVATE sector entities in the East
African Community zone want the bloc
to come up with a post-Covid-19 recovery
strategy to stimulate damaged economies.

Chief executive officers of national
private sector apex body associations
in Kenya, Rwanda, Uganda, Burundi,
Tanzania and South-Sudan held an
online meeting on Thursday to address
preparedness and response measures in
the EAC region so far.

In a joint communiqué released here
yesterday, they advised the bloc to come
up with a common rebounding plan for
the region with a focus on intra-EAC trade

The communiqué
also called upon the
EAC region to ensure
the borders remain
fully operational and
facilitate the free
movement of goods
and services across
the EAC partner
states

EA private sector for
Covid-19 Liaison plan
8

and investments.

“The EAC partner states need to
replicate and learn best practices from
each other towards containing the
pandemic and its related effects, while on
the other hand, the private sector should
collaborate closely with the governments
to combat the Covid-19 pandemic in the
EAC region,” the communiqué reads in
part.

The statement was signed by Stephen
Ruzibiza, who is chief executive officer of
the Private Sector Federation for Rwanda
(PSF); Godfrey Simbeye, executive director
of the Tanzania Private Sector

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

FFICIALS from the Zanzibar Food and

O Drug Agency (ZFDA) were yesterday

moving from shop to shop, removing a
hand sanitizer brand found to be substandard.

The regulator also shut down Oil Cam
factory, manufacturer of the disinfectant that
laboratory tests carried out by ZFDA found to
be too ineffective to kill Covid-19 and other
viruses and germs.

The enforcement agents similarly raced
against time to sensitize residents who had
already purchased the product to dispose
of it and buy other brands as Zanzibar tries
to contain the spread of deadly coronavirus
disease, with two cases confirmed so far.

The head of cosmetics regulation at ZFDA,
Salim Hamad Kassim told reporters here
that the ineffective disinfectant was widely
supplied in the market after Zanzibar recorded
its first Covid-19 case a fortnight ago.

“Unfortunately the product does not meet
the required standards,” he said.

Kassim further accused the factory of
counterfeiting products packaged in labels of
international brands.

ZFDA’s quality and safety inspector Nassir
Salum Buheti said a notice had been issued to
owners of pharmacies and shops in the Isles
not to put on sale the brand.

“We are also conducting public awareness
so that people who are currently using the
product throw it away immediately as it cannot

Kassim further accused the
factory of counterfeiting
products packaged in
labels of international
brands

protect them from Covid-19,” he said.

He emphasised that the crackdown will
continue to test the quality of disinfectants so
as to protect Zanzibaris from the virus which
has since been declared a global pandemic by
the World Health Organisation (WHO).

“Since the first case of Covid-19 was
confirmed, some unscrupulous entrepreneurs
emerged selling poorly manufactured hand
sanitizers. We are going after them,” the official
intoned.

This is no different with the Mainland where
hand sanitizers have been sought like hot cakes
in pharmacies, shops and supermarkets since
‘patient zero’ was announced in Arusha Region
nearly two weeks ago.

Although authorities made impromptu visits
to some pharmacies to rein in prices that were
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Police hold Dar couple over Covid-19 battle contempt

542009">

By Henry Mwangonde

POLICE in Dar es Salaam are
holding a couple for allegedly
circulating false information about
Covid-19 while on a commuter bus,
thus undermining government
efforts in the fight against the disease.

Addressing journalists in the city
yesterday, Dar es Salaam Special
Police Zone Commander Lazaro
Mambosasa named the suspects as

The remarks did not
go well with fellow
passengers who de-
cided to take them
to a police station

Boniface Mwita (49) and Rosemary
Mwita (41) both residents of Tabata
suburb in Ilala District.

The suspects were arrested a week
ago when they were in a commuter
bus from Tabata to the Muhimbili
National Hospital.

“While in the daladala, the suspects
started undermining efforts by
the government, joking that the
government was misleading to tell
people that there was a coronavirus

danger,” he said.

The suspects went further to say
that the government has no money
so it is closing schools and colleges so
that it gets aid from the international
community,” the police chief intoned.

The remarks did not go well with
fellow passengers who decided to
take them to a police station, he
elaborated.

“The passengers directed the
driver to proceed to a police station

for further action, and upon arrival
they were arrested and brought to
the Central Police station where they
are being detained up to now,” he
stated.

Investigation has been completed
and a charge sheet was being
prepared for them to be taken to
court anytime from now, he said.

The RPC used the press conference

TURN TO PAGE 2
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Johnson mingled
with top officials
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recovery” and said his thoughts were also with his
fiancée Carrie Symonds, who is expecting their first
child.

James Forsyth, the political editor of the Spectator,
said while the PM will not be able to “go to work as
usual”, he will still be able to lead the government using
technology - pointing out that Johnson chaired a Cabinet
meeting on Tuesday using the Zoom conferencing tool.

However, he said the PM had close contact with other
key figures in the government, including the Chancellor
of the Exchequer (finance minister) and the health
secretary in recent days -

and there were concerns about what will happen if
the infection spreads more widely in Whitehall.

Johnson becomes the second high-profile leader
in the UK after Prince Charles who tested positive on
Wednesday.

Clarence House announced that the 71-year-old heir
to the throne was displaying mild symptoms “but
otherwise remains in good health,” a spokesman said,
noting that the Duchess of Cornwall, 72, had been
tested but did not have the virus.

Charles and Camilla were now self-isolating at
Balmoral.

Buckingham Palace said the Queen last saw her son,
the heir to the throne, on 12 March, and he was in good
health.

The palace affirmed that the Duke of Edinburgh was
not present at that meeting, and that the Queen was
now “following all appropriate advice with regard to
her welfare.”

Clarence House said that in accordance with
government and medical advice, the prince and the
duchess are now self-isolating at home in Scotland.

The tests were carried out by the National Health
Service (NHS) in Aberdeenshire, where they met the
criteria required for testing, the statement added.

Substandard sanitiser in
Zanzibar shops removed

FROM PAGE 1

skyrocketing hours after the announcement of the
positive case, not much has been reported about quality
checks on hand sanitizers, with fears rising that fake
sanitizers could sweep the market as people go after
quick cash.

Kagera Region has recorded its first case of
coronavirus and Arusha recording the second case,
bringing total confirmed cases to 13.

Figures released on Thursday by the Health ministry
in Dodoma said Dar es Salaam region had eight cases,
Zanzibar two cases, Arusha two cases and Kagera one

Prof Ibrahim Lipumba (L), national chairman of the opposition Civic United Front, addresses journalists in Dar es Salaam yesterday on queries Controller and Auditor General Charles
Kichere raised in Dodoma on Thursday in the National Audit Office of Tanzania’s audit report for financial year 2018/2019. One of the concerns was that some of the money - in public
funds - paid to the party was transferred to an individual’s account..

EA private sector for Covid-19 liaison plan

FROM PAGE 1

Foundation (TPSF), Gideon
Badagawa, executive director
for the Private Sector Founda-
tion Uganda (PSFU), and Peter
Mathuki executive director for
the East African Business Coun-
cil (EABC).

Others in the panel were Den-
is Nshimirimana, who is Sec-
retary General for the Federal
Chamber of Commerce Indus-
tries and Agriculture in Burundi
(CFCIB), Carole Kariuki chief
executive officer for the Kenya
Private Sector Alliance (KEPSA),
Hamad Hamad , executive direc-
tor for the Zanzibar Chamber of

Commerce (ZNCC); and Simon
Deng, the Secretary General for
the South Sudan Chamber of
Commerce, Industries and Agri-
culture (SSCCIA).

The communiqué also called
upon the EAC region to ensure
the borders remain fully op-
erational and facilitate the free
movement of goods and servic-
es across the EAC partner states
and that the EAC Council of Min-
isters needs to hold meetings
more frequently for information
sharing and collaboration.

As a priority measure, the EAC
Partner States need to regulate
recurrent expenditures and

focus on increasing budgetary
allocation on health, social ser-
vices and food security, allocate
more funding towards the re-
cruitment of health personnel
to support combating the Cov-
id-19 scourge, the panel recom-
mended.

“The EAC Council of Minis-
ters need to come up with har-
monized fiscal incentives for
businesses in the region due
to the impact of Covid-19 and
also come up with practical
measures aimed at enhancing
regional value chains to reduce
over-reliance on imports,” it as-
serted.

Private sector associations in
Kenya, Rwanda, Uganda, Burun-
di, Tanzania and South-Sudan
must collaborate and share in-
formation on short term and
long-term impacts of Covid-19
to inform the business post
Covid-19 recovery strategy, it
emphasised.

The business panel similarly
advised that the EAC need to
ensure food security, promote
agro-processing and urban
farming to carter for food provi-
sion in our urban setups.

Fast tracking and enhancing
an EAC framework for e-com-
merce is needed to ensure ease

and access to essential goods
within the region and facilita-
tion of easier access to inputs
and intermediate products for
industries, it stated.

In addition, the EAC region
must reduce port and transport
fees, levies and charges affect-
ing the competitiveness of op-
erations, the panel noted, urg-
ing the development partners
to support EAC and private sec-
tor initiatives of combating the
Covid-19 outbreak. They should
also initiate donor round tables
to support priority areas, the
communiqué added.

case.
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Coronavirus: Positive

Dar es Salaam Special Police Zone commander Lazaro Mambosasa shows journalists in Dar es Salaam yesterday some of what he referred to as stolen items
recovered by police in recent days.

Police hold Dar couple over Covid-19 battle contempt
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to warn people on such be-
havior saying the coronavirus
is killing people all over the
world and thus the govern-
ment has issued directives to
be followed by everyone in the
country.

The arrest of the couple
comes at a time when the vi-

rus has caused apprehension
and panic around the world
with governments tightening
controls on information with
some going further to threaten
those who spread question-
able reports.

Kenyan President Uhuru
Kenyatta last week warned
people spreading fake news

on the coronavirus situation in
that country, saying that they
will be dealt with in accord-
ance with the laws.

Kenya directed law enforce-
ment agencies to pursue and
arrest such individuals.

Experts have warned that
fake news and myths were
getting into the way Africa is

responding to the Covid-19
pandemic.

Most African countries have
reported coronavirus cases,
with South Africa having the
highest number by far. The first
detected cases were traced
to people returning from Eu-
rope, but South Africa is now
seeing local transmission. The

number of confirmed cases
has increased exponentially,
reports affirm.

Spreading fake news and
disinformation about Covid-19
was categorised as a criminal
offence when South Africa de-
clared that a national state of
disaster is in place, they added.

cases remain 31 as
curfew set to kick in

NAIROBI

Health Cabinet Secretary (minister)
Mutahi Kagwe has announced that
people who have tested positive for
Covid-19 in Kenya remain at 31.

Kagwe said yesterday that two of the
patients are admitted at the Aga Khan
Hospital in critical condition - a French
national and a Kenyan, both male.

He said that 156 samples have been
tested in the last 24 hours and all have
tested negative and, therefore, the total
confirmed cases remain 31.

He said the cases are spread out
across five counties where Nairobi has
21 cases, Kilifi (six), Mombasa (two),
Kaijiado (one) and Kwale (one).

Of the positive cases, 19 are male and
12 are female.

He added that 136 people have been
discharged after completing the man-
datory 14-day follow up, while five at
Mbagathi Hospital are waiting test
results, saying 752 people have been
tested so far.

The CS also announced that the gov-
ernment will embark on mass testing of
more than 2,000 persons who arrived
in the country last Sunday and are un-
der mandatory quarantine.

This will be done along WHO guide-
lines and in accordance with one’s ar-
rival date.

At the same, Kagwe said will be only
one channel of communication on
matters coronavirus to avoid causing
confusion.

Meanwhile, the nationwide curfew

announced Wednesday will start this
evening with the CS saying no new
positive cases doesn’t mean we should
relax.

Kagwe said curfew will cause incon-
venience and it’s regrettable but neces-
sary.

Inspector General of Police Hillary
Mutyambai said the curfew will apply
to entire country every day from 7pm
until 5am until further notice.

All persons present in Kenya shall
remain indoors within said period
with the exception of those proving
20 essential services as outlined in the
Kenya Gazette.

The order prohibits public move-
ment individuals or groups with those
found violating the curfew to be arrest-
ed and charged in court.

The police will be in operation this
evening and will put roadblocks across
the country.

They will require IDs from personnel
to confirm they are on legitimate and
on duty.

All persons present in
Kenya shall remain in-
doors within said period
with the exception of
those proving 20 essen-
tial services as outlined
in the Kenya Gazette
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Arusha district commissioner Gabriel Daqarro pictured yesterday launching the fumigation of long-distance commuter buses at Arusha city central bus
terminal as a precaution against the spread of Covid-19 infections. The campaign is courtesy of the Tanzania Bus Owners Association (TABOA) and other
transport stakeholders. Photo: Correspondent Woinde Shizza

Disaster management committees to join
teams working in fight against Covid-19

By Guardian Correspondent

PRIME Minister Kassim Majaliwa has in-
structed regional and district disaster man-
agement committees to join other teams
working to fight against the spread of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Majaliwa issued the directive in Dodoma
on Thursday during a meeting with the na-
tional committees against (COVID-19). The
session also involved delegates from Zanzi-
bar.

The Prime Minister also directed Ministry
of Health, Community Development, Gen-
der, Elderly and Children to deploy special-
ists in high-demand areas such as airports,
bus stations and ports.

He urged Tanzanians to continue observ-
ing protective guidelines given by health
authorities which include practicing self-iso-
lation and avoiding unnecessary gatherings.

“Our goal is to make sure that the country
remains safe, my plea to Tanzanians is for
them to continue taking precaution meas-
ures, ” he said.

He also wanted the committees to moni-
tor all immigrants to find out their travel his-
tory within 14 days so as prevent the spread
of the disease.

The premier tasked the committees and
authorities to coordinate the quarantine ex-
ercise and make sure that all the arrivals are
given opportunity to choose hotels from the
set list.

He added that the government also makes
efforts to allocate free more quarantine ar-
eas to provide relief to the public.

The Prime Minister also hailed media
houses in the country for their contribution
in educating the public on how to protect
themselves from corona virus.

Last week, the Prime Minister formed
three committees to lead the battle against
COVID-19 in the country.

He said the first committee will be headed
by the Prime Minister and its members will
include some ministers, permanent secre-
taries and the chief government spokesper-
son, according to the statement.

The second committee comprising per-
manent secretaries from relevant ministries
will be headed by the chief permanent sec-
retary and the third committee comprising
of experts will be led by the permanent sec-
retary in the Ministry of Health, Community
Development, Gender, the Elderly and Chil-
dren.

2000 practitioners secure employment opportunities via Mkapa Foundation

By Guardian Reporter

OVER 2000 medical practition-
ers in the country have managed
to secure employment opportu-
nities through the support from
Benjamin Mkapa Foundation
(BMF), the organisation’s chief ex-
ecutive officer Dr Ellen Mkondya-
Senkoro has said.

According to her, the experts

are now providing services in var-
ious dispensaries, heath centres
and hospitals across the country.

She noted that their collabo-
ration with the government has
brought positive impact in health
services delivery.

“Since we commenced opera-
tions 14 years ago, we have em-
ployed more than 2,181 medical
practitioners, who are serving in

public and religious health facili-
ties countrywide,” she stated.

Dr Senkoro said that in col-
laboration with the government,
they are finalizing employment
logistics for additional 80 health
workers who will be deployed in
regional, zonal and referral hospi-
tals countrywide.

She urged for more and contin-
ued government’s close working

relationship with civil society or-
ganisations in order to bring the
much expected socioeconomic
development among communi-
ties. She said that the foundation
has managed to do so following
close support from the Global
Fund on HIV/AIDS, malaria and
Tuberculosis (TB), Irish Aid, Nor-
way government and Abott Fund.

“There are 307 health person-

nel who will be deployed in elev-
en regions which are in dire need
of the staff, this also will further
strengthen health service provi-
sion in the country,” she noted.
She also vowed to continue
working closely with the govern-
ment and stakeholders in the
fight against Covid-19 pandemic.
In her remarks, Minister for
Health, Community Develop-

ment, Gender, Elderly and Chil-
dren Ummy Mwalimu said the
new workforce of 307 personnel
include nurses, clinical officers,
and the laboratory technicians
among others. They will serve in
the following regions; Mwanza,
Shinyanga, Mara, Simiyu, Geita,
Kagera, Katavi, Tabora, Dodoma,
Arusha and Kigoma.

The minister advised non-gov-

ernmental organisations to sup-
plement government’s healthcare
initiatives, and work in line with
its priorities.

Mwalimu further urged the
NGOs to divert their attention
from capacity building work-
shops and seminars and pay
special focus to the ongoing fight
against coronavirus outbreak and
other priority areas.

New Covid-19 epicentre US
encourages citizens to leave TZ
...as China extends lockdown

By Guardian Reporter

THE Unites States which is the new epicentre of the Cov-
id-19 after confirming the highest number of cases in the
world encourages its citizens residing in Tanzania to return
home “now”.

A health advisory released by US embassy in Dar es Sa-
laam yesterday cited the slight increase of case in Tanzania
to 13 and the country’s department of state’s global Cov-
id-19 advisory.

This comes as yesterday’s global figures indicated that
the US was the new epicentre of the pandemic ahead of
ahead of former most-affected countries Italy and China.
According to figures collated by Johns Hopkins University,
the US had over 85,500 positive tests, overtaking China
(81,782) and Italy (80,589).

While China managed to reduce new cases to zero main-
ly by implementing lockdowns—discouraging even its citi-
zens abroad to come home and foreigners residing in the
country not to leave—the US wants it citizens back home.

“The Department of State is currently not organizing an
evacuation of American citizens from Tanzania. However,
in the event that opportunity becomes available, we are
asking you to let us know now if you are interested in being
contacted,” reads the advisory.

The US’s ‘come back home’ appeal comes while China
which has successfully defeated the spread if the virus, is
closing its border to most foreigners amid fears of import-
ed cases that can cause a second outbreak in the country
where the infection was first detected.

In a statement released late Thursday, the government
said that “in view of the rapid spread of Covid-19 across the
world, China has decided to temporarily suspend the entry
into China by foreign nationals holding visas or residence
permits” as of March 28.

Anyone wishing to enter the country will have to apply
for a new visa at their local Chinese embassy or consulate.
The announcement did not say how long this would take.

The decision to effectively seal off the country to foreign-
ers is the latest in a series of moves intended to safeguard
against infection from international travel, after more than
500 imported cases of the coronavirus were confirmed.

On Monday, Beijing city authorities announced that all
international arrivals would be quarantined and tested for
the virus at designated government facilities. Other cities

Juma Ali Khatib (L), Vice Chairman of the opposition ADA-TADEA, administers a sanitiser on the hands of Assistant Registrar of Political Parties Sixty Nyahoza as a precaution against
the spread of Covid-19 infections. This was shortly after the latter arrived at the party’s offices in Zanzibar yesterday for verification purposes. Photo: Rahma Suleiman

have implemented stringent home quarantine require-
ments on international arrivals. Last week, a Chinese Aus-
tralian woman was deported after neighbours recorded

her breaching isolation controls to go jogging.

The number of new domestic infections has slowed to a
trickle in recent weeks. While Wuhan, the city previously at
the epicenter of the outbreak, remains on lockdown, much
of the rest of the country is returning to normal.

There are fears imported cases could lead to a renewed
outbreak. Hong Kong, a semi-autonomous Chinese city,
already had to backtrack on relaxing restrictions after a
spike in new infections, many of which were imported by

international travelers. ‘ ‘

A health advisory released by US
embassy in Dar es Salaam yesterday
cited the slight increase of case in
Tanzania to 13 and the country’s de-

‘Close borders to contain spread of coronavirus’

By Guardain Correspondent Dodoma

LEADERS from official opposi-
tion camp have challenged the
government to close boarders to
contain the spread new cases of
Coronavirus.

Moreover, they urged President
John Magufuli to be the main
speaker on informing the country
over spreading of the killer dis-
eases. They said having too many
officials giving statements on the
state of the disease will result into
the public being misled.

Giving a press briefing to jour-

nalists yesterday, shadow health
minister, Secilia Pareso (Chade-
ma) said there is also a need
for the government to set and
announce indicative prices for
sanitizers and masks—the crucial
items in fight against Coronavi-
rus.

“Many business persons have
hiked prices of sanitizers to
the tune of 20,000/- instead of
7000/- which is not patriotic and
acceptable at this peculiar time,”
she expressed.

Apart from hailing the fifth gov-
ernment for so far efforts made

to fight prevalence of the disease,
they observed that it was pru-
dent for more public awareness
to negate the disease’s new cases,
from grass roots levels.

At least 30 countries across Af-
rica have now reported cases of
coronavirus, including four that
reported their first new cases on
Monday in Benin, Liberia, Soma-
lia and Tanzania.

Health minister Ummy Mwal-
imu earlier announced some
steps to halt the spread of the vi-
rus in the country, including us-
ing media outlets to educate the

public over how best to treat in-
fection of the virus.

President John Magufuli post-
poned the Uhuru torch ceremo-
ny scheduled to start on April
2nd in Zanzibar directing funds
allocated for its cost be sent to
the Health Ministry for prepara-
tion against Corona virus disease
(Covid-19) should it enter the
country.

The government spokesper-
son, Dr Hassan Abbas said last
week that isolation centres had
been established in every zone in
case of any reported coronavirus

case. He said in preparedness to
tackle any cases of the virus, the
government through the ministry
of Health, Community Develop-
ment, Gender, Elders and Chil-
dren has set up isolation centres
in every zone, but he declined to
name the hospitals.

However, the government ad-
vised all citizens to postpone non-
essential travel to countries with
reported COVID-19 cases. And of-
ficials advised public places such
as schools, hotels, churches and
mosques to install hand sanitiz-
ers.
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ILO welcomes G20 commitment
in response to coronavirus Crisis

By Guardian Reporter

INTERNATIONAL Labour Organisa-
tion (ILO) director general Guy Ryder
has welcomed the commitment of
the G20 leaders as an important first
step in constructing a truly global
response to the unprecedented chal-
lenges created by the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

He said: “The G20’s strong and
clear commitment to do whatever it
takes to overcome the intertwined
health, social and economic impacts
of the pandemic is a very welcome
first step. Their decision to spare no
efforts to protect people, jobs, in-
comes and enterprises is extremely
important”.

Ryder insisted that this is the time
for global solidarity, especially with
the most vulnerable people in socie-
ties, and with the emerging and de-
veloping world.

“We must also offer our full support
to the health workers who are in the
front lines of the medical response,”
he added.

Ryder also stressed that the COV-
ID-19 pandemic has quickly turned
into a global economic crisis that
could easily become a global reces-
sion, and called for specific meas-
ures to support workers, jobs and
incomes.

These measures include extending

ment retention (such as short-time
work, paid leave, other subsidies),
and financial and tax relief, including
for micro, small and medium-sized
enterprises.

“In the 2008/9 financial crisis, the
world came together and the worst
was averted. We have the chance to
do the same now, and to do it bet-
ter. But we must act now so that the
2020s are not a rerun of the 1930s,”
he said.

Ryder called for the use of social
dialogue - engaging with workers and
employers and their representatives -
as a vital way for building public trust
and support for the type of measures
that work to overcome a crisis.

Ryder joined the G20’s extraordi-
nary virtual summit on the virus pan-
demic, which was hosted by Saudi
Arabia via video conference.

“The G20 must work with the Unit-
ed Nations to deliver the necessary
actions globally and on the scale re-
quired. We have the means to do it,
we just need the political will to look
beyond national boundaries,” he
said.

A preliminary ILO assessment of
the outbreak’s effect on the global
world of work, published on March
18th found that it could increase
global unemployment by almost 25
million, and push millions of people
into underemployment and working

social protection, supporting employ-

poverty.

EYESORE: It’s curious but helpless looks all around as garbage lies abandoned at Mbezi Mwisho market in suburban Dar es Salaam yesterday, endangering public
health and causing other inconveniences. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

Stakeholders drill 20 water wells for primary schools in Zanzibar

By Guardian Reporter

A charity organization ‘Time
To Help’ in collaboration with
Feza schools and the Minis-
try of Education in Zanzibar
have launched a grand water
project which will include drill-
ing of more than 20 deep water
wells for primary and secondary
schools in the archipelago.

The project which its imple-
mentation is expected to com-
mence this year will cost more
than 150m/-.

The launch of the project was
conducted yesterday in the Isles
by deputy minister for Educa-
tion and Vocation Training, Si-
mai Mohamed Said.

The function was also attend-
ed by other officials including

deputy permanent secretary
in the ministry, chairperson of
the SABIL who are the owners
of Feza schools Zanzibar, head
teacher of Feza school Zanzibar
Ali Nungu and chairperson of
Time To Help Ramadhani Praph.

Time To Help chairperson,
Ramadhani Praph said in the past
two years, the organisation in
collaboration with Feza schools

managed to complete construc-
tion of 30 water wells for primary
and secondary schools in both
Unguja and Pemba islands.
Praph added that this year they
will drill 20 deep water wells.
He said they had already identi-
fied areas where the water wells
will be drilled, saying so far thed
had completed four water wells
at Muanda and Wete secondary

schools as well as Pujini and Miz-
ingani primary schools.
“Construction is ongoing for
other three wells at Sebleni,
Mgambo and Kijumbani primary
and secondary schools”, he add-
ed. He said they are implement-
ing the projects to supplement
government efforts in improving
water services at schools.
Deputy minister for Education,

Simai Mohamed Said congratu-
lated Time To Help and Feza
schools for their contributions
towards ensuring availability of
clean and safe water for students.
Simai said the assurance of clean
and safe water would increase
student’s academic performance
and reduce the time they were
spending in search of the pre-
cious liquid.

Deputy permanent secretary
in the Ministry of Education, Ab-
dulla Abdulla urged the organi-
sations to continue supporting
the schools.

“We need this spirit of collabo-
ration to be extended to other
sectors. You are doing a good job
to support those in need, we ap-
preciate your contributions”, he
noted.

Rose Sulle of Dongobesh ward in Mbulu district Manyara shows journalists on Thursday livestock she said she has managed to buy with funding from the Tanzania Social Ac-
tion Fund (TASAF). Photo: Correspondent Gift Thadey

By Guardian Reporter, Tabora

THE Alliance One Tobacco
Tanzania Limited (AOTTL)
has donated construction
materials worth 23.9m/- to
support construction of girls’
dormitories and toilets in
Tabora and Uyui districts.

Speaking during the hand-
ing over ceremonyy here,
AOTTL director of produc-
tion David Mayunga said that
the support involved 270 iron
sheets, 320 iron bars and 300
bags of cement.

He said that female stu-
dents in the two district will
soon forget all the hurdles
especially walking a long dis-
tance to school.

Various reports point out
that favourable and sup-
portive learning and teach-
ing environment was vital in
improving children’s perfor-
mance in schools.

According to Mayunga,
Tabora district had received
200 cement bags and 240
iron bars worth 8.6m/-. “The
materials will be used to con-
struct dormitories in Itojan-
da and Ndevelwa secondary
schools in Tabora Municipal-
ity.”

Uyui district has received

Firm donates materials for
construction of dormitory

250 iron sheets, 100 bags of
cement and 80 steel bars
to support dormitories con-
struction in Idete and Nsim-
bo secondary schools.

Tabora regional commis-
sioner Aggrey Mwanri direct-
ed district commissioners
to supervise proper utilisa-
tion of the donations so as to
achieve the intended goals.

He said that the govern-
ment will not hesitate to take
stern measures for any offi-
cial who would try to misuse
the materials.

For his part, Komanya
Kitwala extended apprecia-
tion to AOTTL for their sup-
port which among other
things will enable girls in the
schools

provide the most condu-
cive learning environment
for the students.

Gift Msuya, Uyui district
Commissioner said “the sup-
port has come at the right
time when the government is
campaigning to ensure that
female students have enough
dormitories to keep them in
school..we have already com-
menced the construction of
dormitories so the donated
materials will compliment
the ongoing work.”

Parliamentary committee commends agro-bank’s efforts to revive KDCU

By Guardian Correspondent, Kagera

THE Parliamentary Committee
on Agriculture, Livestock and Wa-
ter has commended the role played
by the Tanzania Agricultural Devel-
opment Bank (TADB) in reviving
Karagwe District Cooperative Un-
ion (KDCU), to boost coffee produc-
tion in the lake zone region.

Members of the committee
made the remarks recently here
when they visited the union.

One of the committee mem-
bers, Emmanuel Papian, lauded
the agro-bank for unlocking KDCU
challenges.

Papian who is MP for Kiteto re-
quested for the bank to extend the

services to other cooperative un-
ions in Tanzania.

He said: © We congratulate KDCU
for being an example for reviving
coffee production. TADB interven-
tion is commendable.”

The MP advised the bank to use
the same model in order to revive
many other agricultural projects
across the country.

The committee urged KDCU to
set aside empowerment fund to
assist farmers in need or bridging
finances during off season in order
to mitigate ‘Butula’.

Butula is a common term used
for farmers selling their coffee
through informal conduits.

In order to tackle the challenge,

Deputy minister for Agriculture
Hussein Bashe directed KDCU to
set aside empowerment fundto fa-
cilitate farmers during off seasons.

Bashe said that the coopeeative
union will be protected and ad-
vised that any private buyer wish-
ing to buy cherries should do so
through AMCOS and should offer
competitive prices.

He further said that government
will determine whether it will re-
view fees and determine whether
unions should pay fees. He also di-
rected for union to publish outturn
ratios at the AMCOS notice boards.

KDCU manager Oscar Domin-
ick said the cooperative union was
on verge of collapsing because of

heavy non-performing loan (NPL)
from the one commercial banks
in the market, however with TADB
interventions KDCU is now reputa-
ble, performing and paying farmers
on time.

While commended the com-
mitment of the TADB on its mis-
sion to support coffee farmers and
increase production and of the
country as a whole, the committee
advised KDCU, KCU and TADB to
make sure that farmers’ payments
are honoured in 2 days’ time in-
stead of the current practice of 7
days.

Karagwe District Cooperative
Union (KDCU) is TADB’s largest
borrower, has 117 AMCOS based in

Karagwe and Kyerwa districts, this
is to say over 64,000 small holder
farmers are positively impacted by
this performing facility.

KDCU is an organization of
small-scale coffee growers deal-
ing with purchase, processing and
marketing of coffee on behalf of
farmers. These AMCOS have re-
ceived a number of benefits such as
loans, capacity training including
commercial cultivation, investment
and post-harvest management
techniques.

TADB intervention was done by
a major investment made in coffee
transaction in Kagera between the
years 2018 and 2019 in Karagwe
District Cooperative Union (KDCU),

Kagera Cooperative Union (KCU)
and that of Ngara farmers’ Coop-
erative Society (NFCS). The bank
transformed their accounts from
non performing, reviving coffee
production, consequently creat-
ing more than 5000 jobs and im-
proved the capacity of productivity
in the region, including access to
better pricing and marketing. TADB
has invested more than 40bn/- in
coffee sub-sector in Kagera.

Coffee is a major source of in-
come for millions of smallholder
farmers worldwide and is a signifi-
cant source of export earnings to
many nations including Tanzania.
Coffee is one of Tanzania’s primary
export crops representing about 5

per cent of total export, 24 per cent
of traditional crops and generating
exporting earning averages US$
100 million per annum over the last
30 years (TCB, 2011). Despite being
the primary crop, coffee farmers
in Tanzania was constrained with
different production and market-
ing challenges which lower profit,
including limited yields of the exist-
ing seedlings with average produce
due to outdated harvesting tech-
nologies.

TADB’s deliberate strategy is to
increase coffee production from
the current 50,000 MT per annum
to around 100,000 in the medium
term. To date, KDCU is proud that,
AMCOS had increased efficiency.
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Small traders cash in on the coronavirus outbreak by selling buckets for use in the washing of hands, as captured at a section of Dar es Salaam’s Ali Has-

san Mwinyi Road yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

By Guardian Correspondent, Shinyanga

SMALL diamond miners in Kishapu Dis-
trict in Shinyanga Region have started to
benefit from the recovery of diamonds from
waste rock heaps at Williamson Diamond
Mines following directives from President
John Magufuli allowing the miners to do so
while taking precautions against Covid-19
disease.

Speaking, mid this week to journalists Mer-
cy Shirima, the supervisor of Masenga Min-
ers group said their group has succeeded to
recover three small pieces of diamonds and
called upon the miners to continue with the
work for more diamond recoveries.

Speaking to the miners the Kishapu district
Commissioner Nyabaganga Taraba called on
the miners to take precautions against Cov-
id-19 such as avoiding close assemblies, and
washing hands with soap every time.

Diamond recovery from rock
waste starts at Mwadui Mines

The first day of the exercise was plagued
by water supply cut and poor rock waste
transported from the Mwadui Mine.

“They should involve us as we are experi-
enced because it is not easy during all this
time to recover nothing and my advice to the
authorities is to involve us to select the rock
waste for the exercise to be beneficial,” one
of the small miners Jayunga James said.

Meanwhile small miners from Maganzo
town in Shinyanga District have started to
benefit from the diamond recovery exercise
and have hailed the government for its deci-
sion.

The government already made amend-
ments to the Mining Act by prohibiting ex-
port of rock waste which is now seeing local
miners benefit from minerals recoveries for
their economic wellbeing.

They should involve us as we are experienced because

" | itis not easy during all this time to recover nothing and

my advice to the authorities is to involve us to select the
rock waste for the exercise to be beneficial

Dar workers praise TPSF stand on job security in face of Covid-19 crisis

By Guardian Reporter

DAR ES SALAAM workers yes-
terday saluted the Tanzania Pri-
vate Sector Foundation (TPSF)
for defending firmly the work-
er’s right to secure employment
during the ongoing turbulent
times.

Jackson Lijawa said in a ran-
dom interview that the foun-
dation protected its image and
honour by defending openly the
right of workers to secure their
employment during this period
when some employers were
tempted to fire workers arbi-

trarily. “The Covid-19 pandemic
is not the creation of workers.
Why should they be victimised?
TPSF deserves praise for seeing
this truth and defending work-
ers’ rights,” he reasoned.

He said Tanzanian workers
belong to extended families, ex-
plaining that sacking one work-
er without justification would
cause misery to many people
who depend on the salary of
a sacked worker. He called on
Tanzanian workers to work hard
to reciprocate TSPF’s and gov-
ernment’s stand on protecting
workers from unfair sackings.

Martha Thomson said em-
ployers must ensure workers
were protected from contract-
ing the disease.

“While we salute the TPSF
and the government for the
timely stand on secure employ-
ment, employers must make
sure workers do not contract the
disease at their places of work.
It is good to remain in employ-
ment. It is even better to remain
in employment without picking
the disease from fellow work-
ers,” she quipped.

She said the private sector
should use its financial lever-

age and use the mass media to
increase public awareness on
the disease countrywide. “The
private sector has a big stake in
a safe Tanzania, especially dur-
ing this time of the pandemic,”
she argued.

Michael Muganga called on
the TPSF to use its influence to
ensure workers get protective
gear against corona.

“While we thank TPSF for sid-
ing with workers, we appeal to
the foundation to ensure work-
ers get protective gear so that
they do not pick the disease at
their places of work and spread

it to their families. Safe workers
will do their work professionally
and happily,” he argued.

He said the TPSF should think
of upcountry entrepreneurs
who, he said, were complaining
of lack of knowledge on the pan-
demic. “Reports from upcountry
show that people do not have
sufficient information on the
disease. TPSF should also think
about these people,” he sug-
gested.

Seif Almas said workers were
doing their work with a peace
of mind because of the com-
mon stand of the TPSF, the Asso-

ciation of Tanzania Employers
(ATE), and the government relat-
ing to secured employments of
Tanzanian workers during this
trying period.

“I am proud to be a Tanzanian
because the TPSF, ATE and the
government are all agreed that
workers must not be cunningly
fired and their benefits should
not be encroached upon be-
cause of the Covid-19 pandemic.
It makes this nation united,” he
reasoned.

Neema Joram said TPSF’s
stand on workers’ employment
was timely. “Some of us are in

a tricky industry. We produce
building materials. There are
very few specialised industries
of this nature. The kind of work
we do here is not found in many
places in Tanzania because it is
highly specialised,” she said.

Recently, in a meeting joint-
ly organised by the TPSF and
ATE, the TPSF official, Angelina
Ngalula appealed to employers
in the private sector to refrain
from firing workers using coro-
na pandemic as an excuse. The
stand was supported by the ATE
managing director, Dr Aggrey
Mlimuka.

Agriculture PS calls upon staff to work
hard to attain country’s food sufficiency

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

PERMANENT Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture Ger-
ald Kusaya has called on the ministry’s management to work
hard while adhering to professionalism in the implementa-
tion of directives from President John Magufuli in ensuring
the country is food sufficient.

He made the call at a function to take over the office from
the former Permanent Secretary Eng Mathew Mtigumwe
held at the Ministry’s headquarters at Mtumba in Dodoma.

Early this month, President John Magufuli appointed Ku-
sanya permanent secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture
after he chaired the 13-man probe team formed last year to
investigate the fall of the sisal crop in the country and pre-
sented the report to Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa.

Kusanya said the ministry is supposed to ensure Tanzani-
ans are assured of food by ample production of quality food
Crops.

“Every ministry official must ensure he works hard and
professionally to realise targets set by the country’s presi-
dent in making sure the country is food sufficient,” he said.

He thanked Eng Mtigumwe for the good work done by
the ministry during his leadership including his initiation of
several changes in the departments and other institutions
at the ministry.

Eng Mtigumwe conveyed thanks to all ministry workers
and staff for the cooperation given to him during his tenure
and that he feels good to see the ministry and its institutions
are performing well, and mentioned the cooperatives and
irrigation sectors that need great push for the ministry’s im-
age to be in good form.

“Cooperatives sector is still a challenge that I am leaving to
you even though we had started the process in its improve-
ment of its laws, you have to continue with that so that Tan-
zania farmers reap fruits from their sweats,” he added.

Speaking on behalf of fellow workers, the Director of Bet-
ter Land Planning for Agriculture, Paulo Tarimo thanked
the former Permanent Secretary Eng Mtigumwe for the co-
operation and sound directives during his tenure.

On behalf of the ministry’s management and the staff Ta-
rimo promised to offer even more cooperation to the news
PS so that the nation’s targets are realised.

Cooperatives sector is still a chal-
lenge that | am leaving to you even
though we had started the process in
its improvement of its laws, you have
to continue with that so that Tanzania
farmers reap fruits from their sweats

Manyara regional commissioner Alexander Mnyeti (2nd-L), Babati Town Council director Fortunatus Fwema (L) and CCM officials in the region inspect the ongoing construction of the
party’s regional office building on Thursday. Photo: Correspondent Gift Thadey

NAIROBI

A 27YEAR-OLD South African
woman, who had been placed on
a 14-day mandatory quarantine in
Nakuru, was yesterday morning
found dead in her room.

The body of the victim was found
dangling from the rooftop of a hos-
tel room at the Kenya Industrial
Training Institute (KITI), officials
said.

Nakuru County Health execu-

tive Gichuki Kariuki confirmed the
death but did not give more details.

Health workers, who went to the
institution Friday to check on those
quarantined, say Ms Elizabeth Hol-
loway committed suicide using a
piece of cloth.

The woman had on Thursday
complained that she had been
quarantined in deplorable condi-
tions, a source told the Nation.

“She called some officials and
requested to be transferred,” the

source said.

The victim, an employee of a lo-
cal firm, was placed on forced quar-
antine after officials found out that
she recently arrived in the country
and was not self-isolating.

At the Nakuru college, she was
quarantined alongside three others
including Samuel Ruto, an Eldoret-
based athlete, who arrived in the
country on Sunday.

Residents who had interacted
with the South African woman

before her death described her as
jovial.

John Ombati, a local, said he
bumped into her once outside the
hostels while was looking for food.

Meanwhile, hundreds of work-
ers in the hospitality industry in
Kenya’s Western tourism circuit
have been sent home after hotels in
Nyanza and Western regions start-
ed shutting down their operations
this week due to adverse effects of
the coronavirus pandemic.

Quarantined South African woman ‘kills herself’ in Kenya

Kamel Park in Kisii, the biggest
hotel in South Nyanza region, was
among the first ones to suspend all
operations, followed on Wednes-
day by the Grand Royal Swiss Ho-
tel, one of Kisumu’s prime hotels, as
well as ACK Guesthouse managed
by the Anglican Church of Kenya in
Homa Bay County.

Another big player in Kisumu
County, Sovereign Hotel, closed
down earlier in the week on Mon-
day.
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Capt Christopher Shalua, a senior official with Tanzania Shipping Agencies Corporation in Tanga Region, briefs journalists in Tanga city on Thursday. He
announced the barring of all marine vessels not inspected and issued with a certificate of quality from operating. Photo: Correspondent Dege Masoli

Court sets free two former CHADEMA
leaders charged with unlawful assembly

By Guardian Correspondent, Songea

THE Resident Magistrates Court in
Songea, Ruvuma Region on Thursday
set free nine suspects, including two
former leaders of Chadema - Dr Vicent
Mashinji and Cecil Mwambe after the pros-
ecution side failed to prove their charges.

Dr Mashinji who was Chadema’s Secre-
tary General crossed to CCM and Ndanda
MP, Mwambe joined the ruling party last
month.

Senior Resident Magistrate, Cleofasi
Waane said the court has listened to the
claims by state prosecutors and the four
witnesses that in un-identified dates com-
mitted an offence by organising unlawful
assembly at Mbamba-Bay area in Nyasa
District.

The magistrates claimed that on July
15th 2017 all the suspects organised a
meeting without permit from relevant au-
thorities. He alleged that the leaders also
motivated motorbike and vehicle drivers
to conduct demonstration to the meet-
ing venue while knowing it was against
the laws.

He said that the suspects were later
arrested and dragged to court being

charged with the count but they all
pleaded not guilty.

The prosecutor’s side led by an ad-
vocate from the office of the Attorney
General in Songea zone, Amina Mawoko
claimed that the ruling was unfair and
was planning to file for referral.

In the ruling, Magistrate Waane said
that in different times, the suspects told
the court that they went to the Mbamba
Bay town for the aim of conducting the
party’s member meeting but were later
denied and then arrested while they
adhered to all key procedures required
prior to the meeting through the Of-
ficer Commanding District (OCD) of
Nyasa.

Earlier, prosecutor Mawoko named all
the nine suspects as Dr Vicent Mashinji,
Cecil Mwambe, Zubeda Sakuru-Special
Seat MP, Filbert Ngatunga, former sec-
retary of South Zone, Ereneusi Ngwatu-
la, former chair of the party in Ruvuma
and Delfin Gazia the party’s former sec-
retary in Ruvuma.

Others are Charles Cathbert, a Li-
pingu ward councillor and Sang uda
Manawaa party’s official from Dar es
Salaam.

DC stresses need for farmers, pastoralists to participate in wildlife conservation

By Aisia Rweyemamu

IRINGA District Commis-
sioner Richard Kasesera has
underscored need for inclu-
sion of farmers and pastoral-
ists in wildlife promotion, con-
servation and protection.

He noted that the group
should not be left behind
since they are the most impor-
tant partners as they reside
near the national parks.

The DC said farmers and
pastoralists particularly those
who live near the parks are
good instrumental in security
issues and promotion of wild-
life conservation activities.

Kasesera urged the relevant
authorities and stakeholders
in the sector not to ignore
such group, instead include
them in various conservation
plans.

The DC added: “By consid-

ering the positive contribu-
tion of pastorals and farmers,
we have allocated special ar-
eas for pastoral activities, this
makes them settle in one place
and establish permanent resi-
dence”.

The DC made the remarks
recently when briefing journal-
ists who were in a field visit in
the region. The tour was organ-
ised by Journalist on Environ-
ment Tanzania (JET) through

the project on Promoting
Tanzania’s Environment, Con-
servation and Tourism (PRO-
TECT) funded by the USAID.
He said the decision to allo-
cate special areas for grazing
has enabled the region to con-
trol migratory pastoralism and
unnecessary disputes between
farmers and pastoralists.
“Since they now have perma-
nent residences, pastoralists
have been able to enroll their

children to schools,” he noted.

Kasesera added that in or-
der to ensure the group is set-
tled and actively participates
in development activities; the
district ensures that the desig-
nated areas have access to all
basic social services including
water.

Frank Lihwa from South-
ern Tanzania Elephant Pro-
gramme (STEP) said in order
to strengthen the security and

operation activities at Ruaha
National Park they have been
working with GPS and spe-
cial cameras which greatly
increase the efficiency of the
operation.

Liwha said they have enough
soldiers who daily patrol in
accordance with the training
they received before the com-
mencement of the mission.

He added that they have
improved their patrol system

where they are currently pa-
trolling by plane, cars and by
foot.

STEP is an elephant conser-
vation programme based in
southern Tanzania, is working
across southern Tanzania in
the critical elephant ecosys-
tems of Ruaha, Udzungwa and
Selous, these areas are home
to about half of East Africa’s
elephants.

Authorities in Songwe
hold 3 people allegedly
for assisting 6 aliens to
filter into the country

By Guardian Correspondent, Songwe

AUTHORITIES in Songwe Region are holding three
people from lleje district allegedly for assisting six al-
iens to enter into the country through the Tanzania, Ma-
lawi common land border.

Songwe Regional Immigration Officer Wilfred Marwa, told
this paper that the suspects were nabbed when attempting
to assist the Malawian nationals to cross to Tanzania using
motorbikes. He warned residents from using the 150 kilom-
eters common land borders between the two countries to
invite people into the country especially during this period
when Tanzania is facing the outbreak of Covid-19 pandemic.

Marwa thanked Ileje residents who tipped off police on the
incidence insisting on close collaboration between the po-
lice force and citizens to control illegal entry as well as smug-
gling of goods.

Ileje District Commissioner, Joseph Mkude urged the resi-
dents to stop assisting foreigners to cross the border as strin-
gent measures will be taken against anyone involved in the
deal. He said security organs in the district were conducting
daily patrols at the border as well as other areas to ensure
security of residents.

“We will arrest any person who will be said to assist for-
eigners from neighbouring Malawi to enter into the country.
The government is working to prevent the spread of coro-
navirus hence the need to safeguard our borders,” said the
district commissioner.

Early this month, the immigration department in Songwe
nabbed 73 illegal immigrants from nine foreign countries—
Somalia, Kenya, USA, India, Congo, Burundi, Ethiopia, Ma-
lawi and Zambia.

According to authorities the illegal migrants came from
neighbouring countries including 30 from Malawi, Zambia
(19), Congo DRC (6), China (6), Ethiopia (6), Somalia (3), USA
(1), Burundi (1) and Kenya (3).

In February this year, Shaaban Hatibu, Head of Immigra-
tion Department in Mbeya region said 71 illegal immigrants
from different countries were arrested by immigration au-
thorities following a one-week operation.

Hatibu said the aliens were found working in the country’s
southern highlands region of Mbeya without valid residence
and work permits.

Hatibu said six Tanzanians were also arrested during the

Construction of a trench gets under way beside Martin Luther Road at Swaswa in Dodoma, as captured yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph

operation for helping the aliens to enter into the country
without valid permits.
He said some arrested illegal immigrants will be repatriat-

ed to their countries of origin, others will be fined, and some
of them will be charged in courts for illegal stay.

We will arrest any person who will be
said to assist foreigners from neigh-
bouring Malawi to enter into the
country. The government is working
to prevent the spread of coronavi-
rus hence the need to safeguard our

Municipal embarks on chemical spraying to control spread of coronavirus

By Guardian Correspondent

KINONDONI municipal council in
collaboration with other health work-
ers from Dar es Salaam Region yes-
terday carried out a chemical spray-
ing exercise in the Bus Rapid Transit
(BRT) stations to control the spread of
coronavirus.

The exercise was also held in vari-
ous areas including residential areas,
places of service provision such as

markets churches and others.

Speaking to journalists after the
exercise, Mayor for Kinondoni Benja-
min Sitta said the exercise was being
done to Kkill viruses that spread the
disease.

Mayor Sitta said the municipal was
prepared to counter the spread of
disease which has now becoming a
threat to the whole world. He said the
spraying will be done to all the wards
within the district.

“In total we are participating fully
in the fight against the pandemic, to-
gether we are mobilising our resources
to ensure that all the areas are reached
out,” he said.

He said the main point was to take
precautions before the situation gets
worse, that is why we are doing all we
can to ensure that this calamity does
notreach us,” he added.

The mayor further added that
Kinondoni was prepared as a munici-

pal to contain the disease at the same
time hailed the efforts by the govern-
ment to fight the disease.

In his remarks, Dar es Salaam Region
Malaria Coordinator, Dr Ford Chisonge-
la said the region was taking no chanc-
esover the virus.

She further explained that in fight-
ing the disease, Dar es Salaam city has
decided to use vehicles from the Field
Force Unit (FFU) to increase capacity to
the exercise because the vehicles have

high capacity calling upon residents
not to panic when they see them in
streets. Coronavirus has been spread-
ing rapidly across the world, affecting
more than 175 countries and claiming
more than 24,000 lives.

There are more than 537000 con-
firmed cases worldwide, with the US
now recording more cases than any
other country, including China. South-
ern Europe has also seen a surge in
cases.
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South Africa records first two
coronavirus-related deaths

CAPETOWN

HEALTH Minister Zweli
Mkhize said in a statement
that South Africa has now
recorded first two deaths
resulting from Covid-19.

“These two deaths oc-
curred in the Western Cape.
One at a private hospital
and the other at public hos-
pital,” he said.

He added that more de-
tails would be revealed
later on Friday morning as
the number of confirmed
coronavirus cases have in-
creased and have tipped
1000 mark.

On Thursday night Presi-
dent Cyril Ramaphosa
warned that South Africa
could have more than 1,500
confirmed coronavirus cas-
es within the next few days.

The president, who was
dressed in full SANDF gear,
was speaking to the nation

while giving final orders to
the troops who will be de-
ployed to the streets from
Thursday midnight.

Ramaphosa said gov-
ernment was keeping the
majority of the population
indoors and it was the task
of the SAPS and the SANDF
to help curb the rising Cov-
id-19 infection rate.

“We are placing confi-
dence and trust in all of
you. In a few days, we could
be at over 1,500. Our task is
to minimise the infection
rate,” he told the soldiers.

“Our task is to give life
back to the people of South
Africa, to make sure we
save lives, to make sure
the people of South Africa
are safe and to make sure
the country is in a state we
can bounce back and come
back to life. You are go-
ing to make that possible,”
Ramaphosa said.

Abdulla Abdulla (standing), Deputy Permanent Secretary in Zanzibar’s Education and Vocational Training ministry, speaks in Zanzibar yesterday at the launch of a water project target-
ing primary and secondary schools in the Isles yesterday. Implementation is jointly sponsored by Feza Schools and Time to Help, an NGO. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Solar-driven water desalination system for Maasai villages

By Guardian Correspondent and
Agencies

Together with nine other Eu-
ropean project partners, Phae-
sun is developing innovative
purification systems based on
electrodialysis technology as
part of the European Union (EU)
development and innovation
project REvivED Water.

In February 2020, a pilot plant
was installed at a saline well in
the Tanzanian Maasai village of

Ndedo and supplies the popula-
tion with 2000 litres of drinking
water per day.

The plants are complete
systems in which the water is
cleaned of dirt particles, bacte-
ria and viruses in a preliminary
stage and treated with self-gen-
erated chlorine in a post-treat-
ment stage for sterile storage in
a water tank. The core of the sys-
tem is based on the membrane
process of electrodialysis.

In contrast to conventional
desalination technologies (ther-

mal or reverse osmosis), elec-
trodialysis is particularly low-
maintenance and is well suited
for solar power supply due to its
low energy consumption.

Thus, a completely self-suf-
ficient system could be devel-
oped, which does not require
any additional infrastructure or
power supply.

Florian Martini, project engi-
neer at Phaesun, carried out the
installations in Tanzania.

“It was wonderful to see how
modern technology fits into

the traditional way of life of the
Maasai,” says Martini. “A great
advantage is that, unlike other
desalination technologies, no
waste products are produced
and no diesel is needed to oper-
ate the systems. The clean water
is highly appreciated!”

The contact to the Maasai vil-
lage came about through the
MissionEineWelt of the Evangel-
ical Lutheran Church in Bavaria.
Eberhard Westhauser from Mis-
sionEine Welt has maintained
close contacts with the Maasai

people in the steppes of Tanza-
nia since many years and sup-
ports water supply projects in
this region.

He reports: “When it rains
enough, large catchment basins
ensure a sufficient water supply
for the Maasai and their herds of
cattle until the dry season. How-
ever, the groundwater is salty
and due to prolonged dry peri-
ods in recent years, the Maasai
have had to resort more and
more often to salty groundwa-
ter.”

The plant in Ndedo is the sev-
enth system installed within
the REvivED Water project. The
previous pilot plants supply
schools, temples and private
households in East Africa and
India with drinking water.

With the plant in Ndedo, a wa-
ter kiosk model is implemented
for the first time. The village
inhabitants pay for the water a
small fee, so that a local watch-
man can be paid to operate the
plant.

Through this model, the plant

is maintained on site in an ex-
emplary manner and operation
is ensured in the long term.

Phaesun tracks the perfor-
mance of the plant by modem
via a remote monitoring and
control system and can change
settings on the system, for exam-
ple if the salinity of the ground-
water fluctuates.

The REvVivED Water project
runs until May 2020, then Phae-
sun will offer the desalination
system in its product portfolio.

Children in
countries
affected by
conflicts,
natural
disasters at
greatest risk of
coronavirus,
says UNICEF

By Guardian Reporter

THE United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said chil-
dren especially those from poorest families in countries af-
fected by conflicts and natural disasters are at the greatest
risk of coronavirus insisting to support basic health care
and immunization needs in the worst affected countries.

UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore said in a state-
ment that it is working hard to ensure adequate vaccine
supplies are available in countries that need them.

She said the fund is in close communication with global
vaccine suppliers to ensure production is not disrupted
and supply is managed in the best possible manner under
the difficult circumstances.

“We are also providing greater support to governments
to continue the supply of vaccines during this pandemic.

“We are particularly concerned about countries that are
battling measles, cholera or polio outbreaks while respond-
ing to Covid-19 cases, such as Afghanistan, the Democratic
Republic of Congo, Somalia, the Philippines, Syria and
South Sudan.

At a time like this, these countries can ill-afford to face ad-
ditional outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases.

Around the world, the Covid-19 pandemic is overstretch-
ing health services as health workers are diverted to sup-
port the response.

“Medical goods are in short supply and supply chains are
under historic strain due to transport disruptions. Flight
cancellations and trade restrictions by countries have se-
verely constrained access to essential medicines, including
vaccines,” she stated.

Fore said as the pandemic progresses, critical life-saving
services, including immunisation, will likely be disrupted,
especially in Africa, Asia and the Middle East where they
are sorely needed.

According to her, in coming days governments may have
to temporarily postpone preventive mass vaccination cam-
paigns in many places to ensure the delivery of immuniza-
tion services does not contribute to Covid-19 spread, and to

Joseph Sokoine (L), Deputy Permanent Secretary in the Vice President’s Office, presents an inclusive green growth toolkit
to Southern Agricultural Growth Corridor of Tanzania (SAGCOT) Centre CEO Geoffrey Kirenga after a launch held in Mo-
rogoro on Thursday. The kit is a guiding tool meant to ensure that agro-investments under the SAGCOT partnership are
socially inclusive and environmentally friendly. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

follow recommendations on physical
distancing.

“UNICEEF strongly recommends that
all governments begin rigorous plan-
ning now to intensify immunization
activities once the Covid -19 pandemic
is under control. These vaccination
activities must focus on children who

will miss vaccine doses during this
period of interruption and prioritize
the poorest and most vulnerable chil-
dren. To successfully roll-out vaccines
against Covid -19 when they become
available, we need to ensure that our
immunization programmes remain
robust and can reach those that will

need these vaccines the most”, she
noted.

Immunisation remains a life-saving
health intervention. As the world’s big-
gest buyer and supplier of vaccines,
UNICEF will continue to play a pivotal
role in supporting governments’ cur-
rent and future immunisation efforts.

Singida Region farmers told to venture into
horticulture farming to lower malnutrition,
stunting levels among children aged under 5

By Beatrice Philemon

IN efforts aimed to reduce acute malnutrition and stunting
among children in Singida and Tkungi districts, small holder
farmers have been advised to intensively engage in horticulture
farming so as to feed their children with essential nutrients for
better growth.

According to estimates, Tanzania has more than 2.7 million
children aged under five who are stunted. Another, 430,000-
plus children suffer from acute malnutrition, with 100,000 of
them diagnosed as having severely acute malnutrition.

Abdi Said who is the mentor of small holder farmers at Nton-
do village in Msisi ward, Singida region made the appeal yester-
day when briefing journalists on measures taken by stakehold-
ers and villagers to reduce stunting and ensure provision of
nutritious food to children below two years and above.

He said that through the support from a not-for profit organi-
sation— Research, Community and Organisational Develop-
ment Associates (RECODA), some farmers are currently em-
barking on vegetable farming.

He said that RECODA implements a vegetable farming pro-
ject in 85 villages which mostly target pregnant Women and
breastfeeding mothers in both districts.

He pointed out that nutrition awareness was still low among
communities thus needing collective efforts to address the gap.

“Under the programme, smallholder farmers in both districts
are trained on how to employ animal manure practices in their
farming activities by agricultural experts from RECODA, grow
different vegetables including nutrition issues and young chil-
dren feeding practices,” he said.

He said that the training is offered free of charge by RE-
CODA so that farmers can produce high quality vegetables
that will address barriers to child nutrition and helps them
to access huge market because right now organic farming
is preferred in many areas across the country including
overseas.

So far amaranth, spinach, collard greens, Chinese spinach
and ‘msusa’ vegetables have been planted in those villages
to reduce stunting rates and help people generate income.

“This programme has brought positive impacts in the dis-
trict, before the programme commencement in our district
stunting rate stood at 36 percent, but I am sure that the rate
will decline as time goes by,” he said.

Right now women and men are very competent in nutri-
tion issues, they give their babies and children vegetables
that are rich in nutrients and best for children’s health and
stunted rates has declined by 87 percent.

According to him, through the programme, Ntondo vil-
lage has managed to form a farmers’ group that comprises
of 60 members who are engaged in vegetable farming.

“They save funds they get from selling vegetables in the
Village Community Banks (VICOBA) that in turn helps them
to access loans services to improve their farming and eco-
nomic activities,” he added.

Established in 2000, RECODA is an NGO rooted strongly
in Tanzania with the aim of bridging technology gap in devel-
opment through research, consultancy, capacity building and
facilitation of community-based projects.

The goal of the organisation is to make poverty and food in-
security history in Tanzania through ensuring the poor com-
munities have developed socially and economically sustainable
livelihoods that can uphold their living.
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Supporting small farmers deserves
pride of place among our priorities

GRIBUSINESS is the busi-

ness of agricultural produc-

tion. The term is a port-

anteau of agriculture and

business and was coined in 1957 by John

Davis and Ray Goldberg. It includes ag-

richemicals, breeding, crop production

(farming or contract farming), distribu-

tion, farm machinery, processing, and

seed supply, as well as marketing and re-

tail sales. All agents of the food and fiber

value chain and those institutions that

influence it are part of the agribusiness
system.

Within the agriculture industry, agri-
business refers to the range of activities
and disciplines encompassed by modern
food production. However, the term ag-
ribusiness most often emphasises the in-
terdependence of these various sectors
within the production chain.

The World Bank Board of Executive
Directors in 2016 approved $70 million
in new financing to support Tanzania’s
agriculture sector and strengthen it by
linking smallholder farmers to agribusi-
nesses for boosting incomes and job-led
growth.

As part of its national development
strategy the government is currently
implementing the Southern agricultural
growth corridor of tanzania (SAGCOT)
programme which seeks to promote
agribusiness partnerships to tackle low
farm productivity and limited market
access that are impeding development
of the country’s agricultural sector.

The newly-approved SAGCOT invest-
ment project is financed by the Interna-
tional Development Association (IDA)
and seeks to develop income opportu-
nities for 100,000 smallholder farming
households by providing them new
technologies and marketing practices
and expanding partnerships with lucra-
tive agribusinesses in the Southern Cor-
ridor of Tanzania. Once implemented,
the project will directly benefit over

half a million people and engage 40
agribusiness operators, with emphasis
on including women in successful com-
mercial value chains.

Indeed the SAGCOT Investment Pro-
ject has the potential to be transfor-
mational as it will provide them with
crucial access to capital and new tech-
nology needed to invest in higher value
production, promote their livelihoods
and meet their nutritional needs.

Over 80 per cent of the poor and ex-
treme poor live in the rural areas with
limited opportunities to establish links
with productive value chains and higher
value crops. As a result, Tanzania’s oth-
erwise remarkable economic growth
rate of 7 percent over the past decade
has left behind most of the poor in the
rural areas.

We are certain that the SAGCOT in-
vestment project will link them by
encouraging greater investments by
agribusiness firms partnering with
smallholder farmers through providing
matching grants that they can use for
capital and operational costs directly
related to expanding smallholder par-
ticipation in competitive agricultural
supply chains.

The two new public-private-partner-
ship institutions created by the govern-
ment should lead sound implementa-
tion of the SAGCOT programme - the
SAGCOT centre as a focal point for plan-
ning and advertising the wider SAGCOT
programme; and the SAGCOT catalytic
trust fund, which supports early stage
investment in the corridor by providing
matching grants.

The World Bank-financed project will
achieve its objectives by channeling
support through those two entities as
well as improving the operations of the
Tanzania Investment Center (TIC) which
is tasked with preparing and promoting
investment projects and attracting pri-
vate sector investments.

Accurate weather forecasts have big role in
countries’ socio-economic development

ETEOROLOGY is a

branch of the atmos-

pheric sciences which

includes atmospheric
chemistry and atmospheric phys-
ics, with a major focus on weather
forecasting. The study of meteorol-
ogy dates back millennia, though sig-
nificant progress in meteorology did
not occur until the 18th century. The
19th century saw modest progress in
the field after weather observation
networks were formed across broad
regions.

It was not until in the latter half
of the 20th century that significant
breakthroughs in weather forecast-
ing were achieved. An important do-
main of weather forecasting is marine
weather forecasting as it relates to
maritime and coastal safety, in which
weather effects also include atmos-
pheric interactions with large bodies
of water.

According to the World Mete-
orological Organisation (WMO) the
performance of the Tanzania Me-
teorological Authority (TMA) now
meets international standards with
increased accuracy in weather fore-
casts and other services.

Indeed it is the authority’s good
work that has made it rank highly
among others on the continent and
beyond, earning Tanzania a lot of re-
spect. We should give a virtual high-
fiveto TMA  for shrewd stewardship
that had enabled the institution to gain
a formidable reputation.

The election of the authority’s lead-
er to the office of third vice president
of the World Meteorological Organiza-
tion (WMO) testifies to the dedication,
hard work and cooperation of work-
ers. TMA is one among few institu-
tions that have maintained good per-
formance and earning respect among
peers regionally and beyond.

We call upon the government to
continue empowering TMA to improve

accuracy in weather forecasting, since
TMA reports are vital in environmen-
tal expectations and planning at same
time urging the government to solve
challenges facing TMA in regard to its
performance and workers’ welfare.

In the same vein, we urge the public
to utilize TMA reports in an effort to
adapt to climate change effects. Tanza-
nia has earned a lot of respect in me-
teorological services with Bukoba and
Songea stations being recognized for
having long term data, stretching 100
years back.

President John Magufuli has put
TMA on the spotlight with the recent
installing of weather radars in Mtwara,
Kigoma and Mbeya boost national
weather forecast, hence there is need
for the government to consider im-
proving its financial capacity.

After the three new radars, Tanzania
will have a total of five weather fore-
cast radars, making the Tanzania Me-
teorological Authority (TMA) to have
the ability to see 70 per cent of nation-
al meteorological airspace.

Itis against this backdrop of weather
forecasts that Tanzania is committed
to improve meteorological services in
effort to help curb climate challenges
facing the nation. =~ While Tanzania
leads other countries in the region in
meteorological services, there is need
to improve further.

It is therefore worth noting that
Tanzania has surpassed the global
minimum meteorological accuracy
of 70 per cent, reaching a world-class
performance of between 88 and 96
per cent.

This year’s WMD’s theme of “Cli-
mate and Water” is a reminder to
Tanzania and the rest of the world to
take serious measures to control water
sources as well as taking matters of
climate seriously. Fresh water is vital
for life, essential for the production of
food, virtually for all goods and ser-
vices and for the environment.
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As dark as coronavirus crisis seems right
now, the fact is it could get much worse

By Ricken Patel

FIRST the virus hit China.
Then, it swept across Europe
and North America. But the
third wave - when it hits poor
countries in Africa, Asia and
South America - could be the
deadliest yet. And without
debt relief, the wave could be
a tsunami.

Rich countries have been
absolutely ravaged by coro-
navirus - healthy populations,
strong economies, and the
world’s most advanced and
well-funded healthcare sys-
tems all brought to their knees
in a matter of weeks.

Imagine then what will hap-
pen when it rips through coun-
tries plagued by malnutrition,
HIV/AIDs, unemployment
and poverty; where 3 billion
people can’t even wash their
hands with soap and water, ac-
cording to UNICEF.

Several countries in Africa
spend more on servicing their
debts than on healthcare and
education. Countries like An-
gola and Ghana spend 55% of
government revenue repaying
debts! We can’t expect these
governments to stop a pan-
demic while hemorrhaging all
their precious resources.

And they could be just days
away from disaster. Tedros Ad-
hanom Ghebreyesus, director
general of the WHO, has said:
“The next two weeks will de-
cide the fate of the African con-
tinent in terms of COVID-19.”

It makes absolutely no sense
for countries with struggling
healthcare systems preparing
for an oncoming pandemic to
be crippled with unpayable
debts right now.

What they need is to be able
to inject cash into their health-
care systems, and help their
people stay at home, so they
can stop this virus spreading.
Not only is that moral, during a
global pandemic, it’s effective.

Pakistan and Ethiopia have
already called for debt relief,
and the World Bank has asked
G20 leaders to consider the op-
tion so that the world’s poorest
countries can spend their pre-
cious resources on fighting the
virus.

This is exactly the kind of
unexpected catastrophe for
which debt relief was de-
signed. Rich countries have a
fighting chance but the poorer

ones are staring into an abyss
if they don’t get help now.

And let’s not forget that lead-
ers have agreed to this before.
In 2005, the G8 cancelled the
debt of the world’s 18 most
heavily indebted countries
to the tune of $40 billion. Af-
ter Ebola, the IMF cancelled
$100m in debt for the world’s
worst-hit places.

Rich countries have thrown
everything they’ve got at this
crisis, just to stay afloat. With-
out debt relief we’ll be leaving
some of the poorest people in
the world to sink.

Across the developed world
we’ve seen mortgage and rent
payments paused, bailouts be-
ing packaged for businesses
and corporations, and checks
written for individuals who are
facing unemployment.

These are the essential strat-
egies for every country look-
ing to both curb this virus and
stem an economic meltdown.

It may seem like rich coun-
tries have enough on their
plates already. So many coun-
tries are struggling to contain
the virus at home, let alone
offer help abroad. But this is
a global pandemic. Either we
beat it together, or we will all
lose this fight.

Umberto Bacchi reports that
the coronavirus pandemic has
pushed governments glob-
ally to impose draconian lock-
downs, travel bans and tighter
border controls in a bid to
stem the spread of the conta-
gious virus.

From China to Russia, con-
tainment measures have often
come with heightened surveil-
lance, as authorities use arti-
ficial intelligence (AI) and big
data to keep tabs on the popu-
lation, alarming human rights
activists and privacy experts.

Here is a rundown of gov-
ernments rolling out technol-
ogy to track and contain the
outbreak:

CHINA

Authorities across China
have rolled out “big data”
measures, adding to a host of
monitoring tools already being
used, such as facial recogni-
tion and phone data tracking.

These include apps moni-
toring the daily temperature of
students preparing to return
to school or assigning people
colour codes based on their
travels, time spent in outbreak

hotspots and exposure to po-
tential carriers of the virus.

SOUTH KOREA

In South Korea, private
software developers have set
up websites and apps to help
people track cases and shun
places where infected people
have been.

Identities were not pub-
lished but the information that
was enabled web developers
to build detailed maps track-
ing the movements of patients.

INDIA

People suspected of having
the coronavirus in India have
received hand stamps and are
being tracked using their mo-
bile phones and personal data
to help enforce quarantines.

Government officials are
also pulling out citizen and
reservation data from airlines
and the railways to track sus-
pected infections.

SINGAPORE

Singapore, which has been
using police investigators and
security cameras to help track
suspect carriers, launched
a contact-tracing smartphone
app to allow authorities to
identify those who have been
exposed to people infected
with coronavirus.

Records of the encounters
will be stored locally on each
phone and the data will be en-
crypted. The app will not ac-
cess other information, such
as a user’s location, and its
functionality will be suspend-
ed after the epidemic subsides.

HONG KONG

Hong Kong has been hand-
ing electronic wristbands to
overseas arrivals put under
quarantine.

A QR code in the bracelets
is meant to pair with a smart-
phone app to identify those
who break the 14-day isolation
period.

THAILAND

Thailand has rolled out
a mobile app that anyone
arriving at an airport must
download to help monitor
where they have been in the
event that they test positive for
the virus.

TAIWAN
Taiwan is using location data
from smartphones to ensure

that people who are quarantined stay in their homes. The
system alerts police when people move away from their
address or turn off their phones.

RUSSIA

Police in Moscow have used facial recognition tech-
nology to catch more than 200 people who violated the
terms of their self-isolation or quarantine.

BULGARIA

The Bulgarian parliament has granted the army the
right to help curb movement of people in large groups
and allowed the authorities to use mobile operators’ traf-
fic data to track those put under quarantine.

FRANCE

Police in the French Riviera city of Nice are using a
drone to blare health warnings to residents walking the
streets.

Armed with a loudspeaker, the drone whirrs above
some of the city’s most popular locations, reminding citi-
zens of the government’s order to stay indoors except to
buy food, go to work or seek medical help.

ITALY

In Italy, mobile carriers have offered authorities anon-
ymous and aggregated data to monitor people’s move-
ments, while respecting Europe’s privacy laws.

The hard-hit Lombardy region is using the data to see
how many people are observing a strict lockdown.

GERMANY

Germany, like Italy, is using aggregated data donated by
Deutsche Telekom to get insights into whether people are
complying with curbs on movements.

AUSTRIA

Austria’s largest mobile phone company is sharing with
authorities results from an application using data to map
the movements of groups of people.

Originally developed to study traffic congestion and
people flows around busy tourist sites, the tool is now in
use to assess the effectiveness of lockdowns and other so-
cial distancing measures to fight the virus.

ISRAEL

The Israeli government deployed cellphone-monitor-
ing technology enabling the Shin Bet security service to
tap into cellular data to retrace the movements of the in-
fected.

The data, customarily used for anti-terrorism, will be
used by the Health Ministry to locate and alert those who
have been in their vicinity, the government said.

UNITED STATES

Google sister company Verily launched a website in-
viting adults in northern California to answer questions
about their recent health and travel that could result in
their getting a free coronavirus test.

Verily said people’s responses would be kept in an en-
crypted database and shared with healthcare authorities.

BRAZIL

Brazilian wireless carrier TIM Participacoes SA said
it has partnered with Rio de Janeiro’s city hall for data
analysis that will help authorities track displacement and
concentration of people in areas affected by the outbreak.

This should allow the city to identify mobility trends
across neighbourhoods and ultimately assess whether the
population is respecting social isolation measures taken
to contain the disease.
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By Fiona Cameron Lister
TALY is locked down. But
there’s a greater danger
facing us all. I am sitting
here in our apartment
in Florence, Tuscany, feeling
both scared and defiant. The
normally bustling street is
quiet.

After an extraordinary few
weeks which has profoundly
shocked Italy, the world is
catching up. The news every-
where is dominated by the po-
tential impact of coronavirus.

Over the past four weeks,
the mood has shifted many
times. The government and
health officials initially at-
tempted a calm and reassur-
ing stance, realising that pan-
ic and misinformation could
have catastrophic effects on
the national psyche.

In the first week, the coun-
try’s president, Sergio Matta-
rella, called for the “irrational
and motiveless fear” to stop.
The Italian Society of Psychia-
trists (SIP) issued guidelines
on how to cope with “corona-
virus stress and anxiety”.

Enrico Zanalda, president
of the society, talked of the
“violent impact” on daily life.
Fear of the virus has caused
“the cancellation or postpone-
ment of thousands of small
but important events in peo-
ple’s lives - from birthdays to
baptisms”.

“Fear of an epidemic is as
old as humankind itself. In
this case its effect is amplified
by incomplete, even false, in-
formation which has caused
public confidence in our in-
stitutions to collapse,” said
Zanalda. Wise words.

In the early hours of March
10 things took a dramatic
twist. Italy is now in total lock-
down to try and contain the
spread of coronavirus. People
are being told to stay at home
and that “there is no red zone,
just Italy”.

Schools and universities
throughout Italy are closed
and public gatherings, funer-
als and weddings are banned
throughout the country.

All  religious gatherings
have been stopped, although
churches can have their doors
open for private prayer.

Only food shops and phar-
macies are open, plus a few
other exceptions, but most
shops are closed.

Travel between towns is al-
lowed only if essential and
you have to show a form giv-
ing the reasons for your trip.

Many are praising the prime
minister’s “brave decision”. I
don’t think he had a choice,
with media and political pres-
sure, and the alarming rise in
cases in the north.

But to me, it also sends the
message that fear now rules
and calm seems a lifetime
away.

Italy was the first Euro-
pean country to announce
the death of a national from
coronavirus. It’s now the most
affected country after China
and the death rate has sur-
passed that of China. No-one
knows exactly why yet, al-
though I have a theory I have
written about here.

Travel plans are now in tat-
ters for millions. Most airlines
have suspended flights to Ita-
ly. Those currently visiting for
work or social reasons should
have no trouble leaving, in
theory, but there are many
cancelled flights and they may
face checks or self-quarantine
for 14 days when they arrive at
their destination.

These figures are from the
Health ministry website and
I update them after the daily
18:00 press conference. As
of this Thursday (March 26)
there were 80,539 positive
tests.

The real danger of the coronavirus
is failure to block the virus of fear

A whole 8,165 of those have
died and 10,361 have recov-
ered. Twenty-one regions
plus Vatican City are affected.
Tuscany, where I live, has got
3,226 confirmed cases of the
virus. Most of the positive
cases do not need hospital
care and are in self-isolation
at their homes.

Knock-on effect

In this iconic city of Flor-
ence, so reliant on tourism,
businesses are reeling. Hotels
are empty. They say the effect
on the economy is worse than
9/11. 1 can believe it.

Everyone, from the restau-
rants, designer shops and
five-star hotels to tour guides,
wedding planners and villas
in the hinterland, has been af-
fected.

My husband is the chaplain
of St. Mark’s Anglican church
in Florence. There is now no
public worship allowed, but
he is keeping the doors open
at the usual times for private
prayer. If ever there was a
time when a vicar is needed,
this is it.

The chaplain has written
some special prayers for peo-
ple afraid of the coronavirus.
You can find them here.

The sense of fear and un-
certainty is greater every
day. Students from American
universities were the first to
leave. British universities fol-
lowed suit. Florence is now
empty. Everyone is afraid.
And that is the key.

The real virus

One thing has become chill-
ingly clear over the last sur-
real weeks: the power of fear
is a far greater threat than any
virus.

There has been a panic-led
reaction from governments
seemingly caught on the back
foot who have no excuse for
lack of preparation.

Organisations such as the
World Bank have been cam-
paigning for a planned re-
sponse for years, saying: “We
know that it is only a matter of
time before the next pandem-
ic hits us.”

Their 2017 report says: “For
far too long, our approach to
pandemics has been one of
panic and neglect: throwing
money and resources at the
problem when a serious out-
break occurs; then neglecting
to fund preparedness when
the news headlines move on.

“The result has been too
many lives lost, too much dam-
age to human livelihoods.”
(From Panic and Neglect to
Investing in Health Security
- World Bank International
Working Group on Financing
Preparedness, 2017).

For the media, whose life-
blood is a dramatic story with
minute-by-minute  develop-
ments, the coronavirus is a
gift. There are special pro-
grammes on Covid-19. Outside
testing centres, journalists de-
liver their reports with masks
on. The papers show alarming
pictures of patients in inten-
sive care.

Abroad, meanwhile, head-
lines like those in the UK Daily
Mail screaming: JAIL FOR RE-
FUSING QUARANTINE closely
followed by “over-70s face
four-month lockdown”.

For those commenting on
this piece and saying “don’t
read those kinds of papers
then” - I don’t. Millions do.

I just got a message from
a friend in the UK who is
a strong independent lady
aged over 80. She had read
the above, and wrote: “I can’t
cope with being inside for
four months, Fiona; I will defi-

nitely be mentally and physi-
cally ill by that time. I am pan-
icking about what on earth is
happening here. I think the
worse thing for the immune
system is fear and stress and
that is what people are being
put through.”

Is that really what we want?
To terrify people? Theories
abound on the internet. Is it
a plot to cut population num-
bers? A massive deception to
distract us from some other
problem they don’t want us
to know about? Did the virus
originate in a laboratory near
the Wuhan (China) fish mar-
ket? Is there something big
they’re not telling us? Are we
all doomed?

This is where mass hysteria
can so easily take hold. The
greatest fear is that of the
unknown. It is a primal ter-
ror that can make neighbour
turn on neighbour and can
make us racist, selfish and ir-
rational.

It doesn’t take much to start
a panic - and we are teetering
on the brink. That is what I
am really afraid of - that this
situation and its exaggerated,
apocalyptic reporting has
now become a self-fulfilling
prophecy.

We already know that a ru-
mour, say about a possible
water shortage, can cause a
stampede on bottled water
which in turn results in a real
crisis. All over the world there
are pictures of people clear-

ing supermarket shelves in prepara-
tion for a lockdown.

Getting things in perspective

What we are lacking at the mo-
ment, I think, is some kind of context
for the numbers. In an attempt to
gain more understanding, 1 looked
up the statistics for influenza in Italy.
They are a revelation.

At this moment there are over
500,000 people in bed with flu
(“normal” flu, not coronavirus). The
average death rate from flu-relat-
ed illness over the last five years is
8,000 a year.

The devastating flu epidemic of
2016/2017 in Italy resulted in 24,981
excess deaths, according to a study
published in the International Jour-
nal of Infectious Diseases in August
2019.

I know Covid-19 is not like nor-
mal flu. T have read the statistics like
everyone else. I understand that in
a worst-case scenario public health
systems will be overwhelmed. The
north of Italy has a nightmare situa-
tion at the moment to prove exactly
that point.

I am in lockdown, following the
rules, and only going out to buy food.
My husband has stayed in Florence
while I am now at our home an hour
away, on my own. So don’t tell me
about the need to socially isolate. I
am living it now. I understand the
logic.

We all understand that there is
danger in underestimating a threat.
But there is danger in overestimat-
ing one too. If we published hour-by-
hour figures of flu deaths and it was

our only topic of conversation, we
would soon have public hysteria.

I am advocating a realistic, calm
assessment of the current situation,
carefully navigating that fragile area
between fact and emotion.

Italy has an ageing population. The
average age of those who have died
is 79.5 years, according to the Health
ministry, which also stated that over
99 per cent had at least one pre-ex-
isting health condition. This is tragic
for the families.

Iam in no way minimising how aw-
ful it is to lose someone of whatever
age. It is significant in terms of fa-
talities for a disease. However, most
people unlucky enough to be affect-
ed by the virus will recover.

I'm not a doctor, but from what I
have read, if you have a strong im-
mune system, you will probably be
fine. If you wash your hands regular-
ly and take sensible precautions, you
should minimise any risk of catching
the virus.

What is not being discussed much
is the effect of fear on our bodies
and minds. People can literally scare
themselves to death. Fear and wor-
ry suppress the immune system by
flooding us with various hormones,
including cortisol and adrenaline.

The mind and immune system are
in a delicate balance. Stress, whether
chronic or sudden, can make us ill or
even kill us.

The coronavirus will definitely
affect you if you succumb to fear.
Writing this, I know it has already af-
fected me. I have a little knot in my
solar plexus. I woke up at 3 am this
morning thinking about it.

This has to stop. I need to take con-

trol of my brain and not indulge in
obsessive scanning of the internet or
other fear-inducing activity.

I know the immune system is
strengthened by healthy eating, ex-
ercise and laughter. So I am going
to take positive action. I resolve to
watch a comedy programme rather
than Sky News.

Additionally, I will change the sub-
ject if people start engaging in gossip
or anxiety-based rumours; I will eat
well and sleep as long as I can; I will
walk for half an hour each day; and
I will try to remember that Italy’s
population is 60.48 million and that
I should get things in perspective.

Since I wrote this article, I have
been accused of being “a danger to
the public”, “stupid”, “reckless” and
an “idiot” just because I am urging
people to stay calm and not waste
the only time one can have (the pre-
sent moment) in obsessive worry.

People have pasted statistics and
links to prove their argument, miss-
ing the whole point of what I am say-
ing. I am not a “coronavirus denier”.
I am saying that frightening people,
especially the vulnerable ones we
are trying so hard to protect, is not a
good approach.

Ultimately, we will not really be
able to do much about the outcome
of the coronavirus. We can do some-
thing about the other, far more dan-
gerous and contagious one: the virus
of fear. It’s time to take back control.

. Fiona Cameron Lister is a
British writer, editor, ghost writer
based in Tuscany, Italy.
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Covid-19: Economic impact
on East and southern Africa

By Nina Callaghan and Mark
Swilling

HE rate and global spread of

infections by Covid-19 - and

the related sense of panic

across a globalised financial,
political and social architecture - sets
this particular pandemic apart from
any other in modern times.

To date (26 March 2020), the total
number of confirmed infections has
reached over 416,686 in 197 countries
with 18,589 deaths. In a matter of two
months, Covid-19 has reshaped our
ideas about being socially connected,
economically entangled and existen-
tially unprepared for radical change.

Quarantine and social distancing
measures, travel bans and restric-
tions, closed regional and national
borders, and health communications
have been ratcheted up globally to
reduce the chance of exposure as
Covid-19 infections and fatalities con-
tinue to rise.

As China has demonstrated, only
stringent aversion behaviour is able
to control Covid-19’s spread. The
World Health Organisation (WHO)
has criticised some governments’
slow early response, especially those
of advanced economies. They accuse
these countries, especially in Europe
and North America, of not under-
standing the science and the pattern
of Covid-19, calling their early efforts
at managing a public health emergen-
cy “too little, too late”(Oqubay, 2020).

Europe has now become the new
epicentre of the virus after China’s
measures to contain and control its
spread show promising signs. Since
March 2020, new cases of Covid-19 in
China have dwindled to less than 1%
(Oqubay, 2020).

Covid-19 in Africa

The WHO says just over 2,455 posi-
tive cases of Covid-19 have been re-
corded in Africa (WHO, 26 March
2020). Twelve countries in Africa are
now experiencing local transmission
and with vastly different population
demographics, the shape and im-
pact of Covid-19 in Africa could look
very different from Europe, Asia and
North America.

Testing kits and medical supplies
have been shipped to several coun-
tries on the continent, enabling 45 Af-
rican nations to now test for the virus,
as opposed to just two at the start of
the outbreak in January 2020. WHO
has also been supporting government
health ministries across Africa, train-
ing 36 Rapid Response Teams. The
training aims to improve their sur-
veillance and contact tracing abilities
along with data collection, reporting
and diagnosis (Wang, 2020).

Africa’s health vulnerabilities

Covid-19 is said to affect the elderly
more, but this is cold comfort for Af-
rica, which is a world region that has
the youngest population compared
to other world regions. Vulnerability
to Covid-19 in Africa is more related
to underlying health conditions, of
which Africans have a disproportion-
ate share.

The WHO estimates there are
26-million people who are HIV posi-
tive in the region, a condition that
compromises the body’s immunity.
Over 58-million children in Africa are
malnourished and suffer from stunt-
ing, making it entirely plausible that
younger people in Africa could be
much more susceptible to Covid-19
than other world regions.

Health systems in Africa are also al-
ready stretched in dealing with ongo-
ing disease burdens like malaria and
Ebola. Effects of the Ebola outbreak
in 2014-16 in West Africa resulted
in fewer resources dedicated to en-
demic conditions as well as fewer
people seeking treatment for mater-
nal health, hypertension and diabetes
(Wang, 2020). Health authorities fear
the same trend with regional Covid-19
outbreaks.

Global economic fallout from
Covid-19

Initially, global leaders imagined
a sharp, but short hit to the world
economy, presuming the Wuhan-
originating outbreak would largely
be a localised problem for China with

some knock-on effects.

Now, towards the end of March
2020, a V-shaped recession in the
first half of the year, followed by a re-
covery in the next half looks unlikely
(Elliot, 2020). The Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and Devel-
opment (OECD) has warned that the
virus poses the biggest danger to the
world economy since the 2008 finan-
cial crisis.

Measures to contain the virus, in-
cluding national lockdowns, social
distancing, factory closures and
travel restrictions have crippled sup-
ply chains, reduced output, hit com-
modities and sent confidence on a
downward spiral. Covid-19 is a health
emergency that is fast becoming an
economic crisis, with both a supply-
and demand-side shock.

There are both long- and short-
term effects on the pandemic as the
diagram below shows. “Aversion be-
haviour” is understood to be all the
actions taken to avoid infection, be
they on a global, national or personal
scale. It is the most likely category of
actions that will lead to longer-term
economic consequence, stemming
from state restrictions on social and
business activities, leading to busi-
ness and school closures, resulting
in lost payment for workers, which
eventually translates into less spend-
ing and social activity (Evans and
Over, 2020).

Economists and analysts calculate
that the long-run effects will lead to
reduced global growth. In the figure
below, the Organisation for Econom-
ic Cooperation and Development
(OECD), has revised down growth
forecasts to hover around 2% to 1.5%,
which is half the projected rate be-
fore the Covid-19 pandemic (OECD,
2020). This low growth would erase
$1-trillion off the value of the world
economy (Hutt, 2020).

Volatile world markets have com-
pounded aversion behaviours since
the coronavirus outbreak in Wu-
han, China in December 2019. It has
caused oil and stock prices to tumble
with a few historic levels recorded in
March 2020.

0il

China is the world’s biggest oil im-
porter and with much of the coun-
try still in lockdown, combined with
several other countries just enforcing
lockdown and states of emergency to
contain Covid-19, the International
Energy Agency (IEA) has predicted
the first drop in global oil demand in
a decade (Hutt, 2020).

The IEA’s monthly report for March
2020 puts the year-on-year slump at
90kb/d. The current price of oil, as
of 23 March 2020 at $22.43 a barrel is
close to record lows during the Asian
Financial crisis in 1998/9 (World Oil,
2020).

Analysts have predicted that the
price war between Russia and Saudi
Arabia has been catastrophic for
OPEC, the world’s most successful
cartel. In March 2020, the Saudis
abandoned their 2017 output agree-
ment, flooding the market with cheap
crude oil. The move was in response

to Russia’s refusal to effect deep-
er production cuts to help prop
up prices in the face of declining
demand due to Covid-19 (For-
tune, 2020).

Oil price volatility has deep
impacts for African oil-produc-
ing and exporting countries like
Libya, Algeria, Nigeria, Angola
and Ghana. The oil price drop
in 2014 impacted significantly
on the continent, which saw a
decline in GDP growth for the
sub-Saharan region from 5.1% in
2014, to 1.4% in 2016 (Brookings,
2020). Compared to 2014, the oil
price fallout during the Covid-19
pandemic has plummeted over
a shorter time, declining 54% in
just three months.

African oil-producing coun-
tries rely heavily on oil earnings
to fund national budgets. They
have pegged national earnings
on a much higher oil price of
around $60 per barrel (Bloomb-
erg, 2020).

Ghana’s hopes of earning at
least $1.5-billion off new oil dis-
coveries this year have been
dashed not to mention Nigeria’s
and Angola’s projections, the
continent’s first, and second-
biggest producers and exporters
respectively. China is Angola’s
largest oil importer and with
demand low, Angola’s economic
resilience to weather a global
economic recession is poor, this
at a time when it is experiencing
its fourth year of recession (SET,
2020).

Fragile and volatile markets
look to be the order of the day,
with key indices decidedly down
on 23 March 2020. Uncertainty
around when the pandemic
disruptions would cease has
prompted investors to sell even
good stocks with fundamental
value (Bloomberg, 2020). The
big winners are those who antic-
ipated the crash and bid short.

The Africa/China connection

Since 2009, China overtook
the US as Africa’s biggest trading
partner. Now, during this time
of virus-induced panic, analysts
are looking to China first for in-
dicators of knock-on economic

impact. China’s cities are still in
lockdown, its production sec-
tors have slowed dramatically,
travel internally and to the rest
of the world has all but ground
to a halt, and commodity prices
have plunged.

A slowed-down super-power
means that low- and middle-
income countries dependent on
trade and tourism with China
will feel the sting of the virus,
even if Covid-19 infections in
those countries don’t spike on
the global graph.

Beijing’s Belt and Road Ini-
tiative has funded a range of
infrastructure projects across
the Eurasian continent and be-
yond, from roads and railways to
power plants. Construction on
the 2,000km crude-oil pipeline
and the almost-complete Lagos-
Ibadan railway has ground to a
halt, the Chinese workforce not
having been on site since just
before the Chinese Lunar New
Year in February 2020 (Kitimo,
2020).

Africa/China trade and com-
modities

Besides oil, Africa’s other com-
modities are also closely linked
to China’s fortunes. Deprecia-
tions in industrial commodities
are hitting resource-dependent
economies hard.

The Congo’s commodity ex-
ports amount to 70% of GDP
with exports to China account-
ing for 50% of total GDP (Smith,
2020).

Copper prices are down by 7%,
which in turn will lower the value
of exports from major suppliers
- Zambia, the Republic of Congo
and the Democratic Republic of
Congo.

Africa’s copperbelt region pro-
duces 70% of the world’s cobalt
and supplies a large percentage
of global demand for lithium and
other rare minerals.

China is the biggest importer
of cobalt and rare minerals, being
the world leader in the produc-
tion of mobile phones, electric car
batteries and hi-tech components
(Smith, 2019). China also has sig-

nificant investments in mines in
the copperbelt region, exercising
their control over value chains
in the mining sector. With the
overall China downturn, invest-
ments in these ventures have also
slowed.

Chrome, manganese and iron
ore make up two-thirds of South
Africa’s total exports to China.
Less demand for these metals has
caused listed shares of these min-
ing companies to tumble (Times
Live, 2020).

Soft commodities like coffee,
tea, rose flowers and cocoa are
also suffering due to subdued
Chinese demand. The slowdown
affects Rwanda, Ghana, Ethiopia,
Kenya and the Ivory Coast (Okoth,
2020). South Africa’s fisheries in-
dustry took a knock after China
stopped all animal imports in Jan-
uary 2020. 95% of the country’s
rock lobster harvest is usually
sold on to China.

According to researchers at
SET, the estimated lost revenue
of sub-Saharan exports to China
could reach around $420-mil-
lion. Angola, Congo, Sierra Leone,
Lesotho and Zambia have been
named as the most economically
exposed through exports and
tourism (SET, 2020).

Supply chains

China’s record of favourable
pricing and efficient logistics has
made it a critical player in global
demand and supply chains. Many
African states have become de-
pendent on Chinese imports like
textiles, electronics and house-
hold goods.

Kenya’s port of Mombasa has
become a regional transport and
supply chain hub, receiving goods
bound for Uganda, Rwanda, Bu-
rundi, Democratic Republic of
Congo and South Sudan (Okoth,
2020). Since February 2020,
Mombasa has recorded its low-
est arrivals of cargo ships to date,
with 37 cancellations and a fur-
ther 104 scheduled dockings still
uncertain - most of them from
China. This has sent ripple ef-
fects across borders and down
the supply chain, impacting the
rail freight service that operates
from the port (Kitimo, 2020).

Thousands of small- to me-
dium-sized enterprises on the
continent have been forced to
shut down after disruptions to
supply chains and an inability
to store large stocks. China is
Kenya’s biggest source market,
accounting for up to 40% of all
imports. Kenya Importers and
Small Traders’ Association say
they’ve lost $300-million since
the Covid-19 outbreak (Kitimo,
2020). A fourth of all Ugandan
imports come from China as
well as 60% of all South Africa’s
clothing and textiles (Evans and
Over, 2020).

Several state-owned Chinese
industries are returning to work
after Covid-19 cases drastically
reduced, but it is privately-
owned industries and smaller
companies that are really Chi-
na’s economic engine. They pro-
duce toys, textiles and consumer
goods and have not regained
momentum with workers still
idle due to lack of materials and
enduring quarantine measures.
(Evans and Over, 2020).

Travel

The airline industry has been a
major Covid-19 casualty, decimat-
ing business across the globe due
to containment measures. At the
start of the outbreak, much of the

loss was attributed to the dimin-
ished Chinese tourist market, but
the global spread of the virus with
Europe now the epicentre, has
collapsed all demand in the sec-
tor.

Covid-19 has erased up to 15% of
global airline capacity, prompting
all carriers to take drastic meas-
ures just to stay afloat. (Bloomb-
erg, 2020). The graph below indi-
cates airline capacity, illustrating
just how much travel has been
curtailed in certain regions, mir-
roring the aversion regulations
countries have put in place to
stop Covid-19 infection rates.

The following is a list of the dra-
conian measures global airlines
are taking:

*Deutsche Lufthansa AG, Eu-
rope’s biggest carrier, will ground
700 planes and cancel 95% of
seats

«State-owned Dubai airline,
Emirates, will ground most of its
passenger fleet, reducing destina-
tions from 145 to 13 and cut wages
to half

«British Airways is set to cut
back 75% of operations over the
next two months

cAustralia’s carrier, Qantas Air-
ways, will stop all international
operations in March 2020, slash
domestic operations by 60% and
temporarily lay off up to 30,000
staff

*Delta Airlines in the US is re-
ducing its operations by 70%

«Abu Dhabi-based Etihad is
grounding its Airbus A380 fleet
along with an entire premier class
of service called “The Residence”

+Virgin Atlantic is to reduce 80%
of its flights and staff requested to
take eight weeks of unpaid leave

«Irish carrier Ryanair has cut ca-
pacity by 80% and is considering
grounding its entire fleet

(Bloomberg, 2020)

On the African continent, air-
lines have taken similar measures
to avoid bankruptcy. The sector
has already lost $4.4-billion in
revenue since the start of the pan-
demic. According to data from the
International Air Transport As-
sociation (IATA), there has been
a 20% decline in international
bookings and a 15% drop in do-
mestic travel in Africa for March
and April 2020.

South African Airways (SAA)
has cancelled all international
flights until the end of May 2020
in response to the government de-
claring a State of National Disaster
in South Africa as Covid-19 cases
surpassed 400. A further 124 re-
gional flights were also grounded
(Omarjee, 2020).

The beleaguered South African
state-owned airline was placed
under business rescue in Decem-
ber 2019 to avoid bankruptcy af-
ter years of mismanagement and
corruption that accumulated a
$1.6-billion loss.

Kenya Airways was also facing
a battle for survival before the
Covid-19 impact, after years of
increasing debt and allegations of
state corruption (Kuo, 2020).

Royal Air Maroc, Air Tanzania,
Air Mauritius, EgyptAir, Rwan-
dAir, SAA and Kenya Airways have
all suspended flights to and from
China. On the other hand, for Afri-
ca’s most profitable carrier, Ethio-
pian Airlines, it is business as usu-
al for its China routes. The airline
countered calls to suspend its 35
weekly flights to China, arguing
that the measure would not slow
the spread of Covid-19 (Logup-
date Africa, 2020).

Agencies
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Doing without
sea coast, why

could Ethiopia
be busy trying
to put together
navy again?

By Special Correspondent

IN April 2018, when Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed (PhD) took control of the
leadership of the nation and while ad-
dressing the Armed Forces for the first
time; it was at that point in time that
he revealed his plan that Ethiopia will
have a Navy. There after the Ministry
of Defense started working on the Re-
establishment of the Ethiopian Navy;
assigned the Commander of the Navy
- a dynamic Flag Officer who currently
is working diligently to reestablish a
meaningful naval force.

Later, from his vision of establishing
the Economic Integration of the Horn
of Africa, it is presumed that his final
goal would be Political Integration
which will supervene the possibility of
access to the sea and the creation of a
Navy capable of protecting the Horn of
Africa.

Talking about regional integration it
has remained a political and economic
priority for Africa ever since the after-
math of colonization. The creation
of the Africa Union in its mandate
included promoting unity, solidar-
ity and strengthening cooperation for
development among African nations.
Various successive efforts after the
creation of the Organization of Afri-
can Unity (OAU) and later the AU have
reinforced this commitment. Most re-
cently, regional integration agenda is
a projecting aspect of the AU’s Vision
2063, with an aspiration of being an
integrated continent with free move-
ment of people, goods, capital and ser-
vices and infrastructure connections.

Why regional integration?

In the 2ist century, there are more
than 200 international borders
around the world. Borders are neces-
sary for nation states to survive, gov-
ern, and grow.

Sovereign states make political and
economic choices in terms of the lev-
els of integration they would want
to have with other sovereign states.
Countries that have integrated region-
ally benefit from growth spillovers,
larger markets, and scale economies
in production benefiting producers,
investors, and consumers.

Going forward, the nature and pace
of integration in Africa would also be
defined by wider economic opportu-
nities and challenges.

In particular, there are likely to be
four key economic drivers of regional
integration:-

First, nature of economic growth
and macroeconomic stability could be
an important factor for integration.

Second, the ongoing demographic
boom and rapid urbanization could
be another important factor for inte-
gration.

Third, an accelerated pace of
structural reforms, which leads to
improvements in competitiveness
and consequent opportunities for ag-
glomeration and specialization among
countries, could be another driver for
integration.

Finally, advances in technology and
its falling costs are likely to be another
driver of integration.

The Prime Minister wants Ethiopia
to become an evocative international

trade competitor. Ethiopia will need to protect
its trade routes in the years ahead something
that demands a maritime display of force. A fu-
ture Ethiopian Navy would also play a part in re-
gional economic and political integration in the
Horn of Africa, a key strategic goal of the Premier.

Ethiopia is the Horn of Africa’s key player
thanks in part to its growing economy and a
population of over 100 million. But it is also con-
cerned at its lack of sea access. Eritrea gained its
independence in1991 and Ethiopia lost her sea-
coast and the Tigray People’s Liberation Front
(TPLF) government immediately closed the
country’s Navy. Since then, Ethiopia had no rea-
son to reexamine its choice, but now times are
changing and Prime Minister Abiy has his own
concept on the maritime security of the Horn.

In line with Ethiopia’s growing economic po-
tency, the Prime minister wants to make his
country a significant actor in international trade,
but doing so will oblige Ethiopia to protect its
trade routes in the future. Actually, establishing
a Navy will help convince investors that the Horn
of Africa is a secure environment guaranteed by
the HORN MARITIME POWER.

The Prime Minister has been leading ambi-
tious efforts to integrate the country, both eco-
nomically and politically, with its neighbors
around the region, including Eritrea, Djibouti,
Somalia and others. The move also comes after
decades of weakening wars and other problems
that have inundated the region. He has gained
support from his regional counterparts thanks

to his efforts to foster greater stability through
integration. Now by pushing for a Navy, Ethiopia
is adding a maritime component to this over-
all drive. Nevertheless, this state of affairs gives
Ethiopia several benefits:

First, Ethiopia has reliable allies with great
resources both in the West and East. Her politi-
cal regional significance and own fast growing
economy along with the 100 million population
which is a readily available market will have a
substantial say in the drafting of regional mari-
time development strategy.

Second, it will allow Ethiopia to develop the
competences of its neighbors while employing
their ports.

Finally by achieving its regional Economic In-
tegration the Prime minister will substantiate its
vision of Political Integration of the Horn which
will be a welcome addition to the region. Political
unity of the Horn Region will open the flood gate
of integration particularly for Eastern Africa and
finally to the rest of the regions in the continent.

When the Prime Minister announced his plan
of setting up a Navy he was emphasizing on the
role of the navy in the birth of a united Horn of
Africa. A robust maritime force is a requirement
for having a strong integrated economy on the
Horn. When we look at the security posture of
the region a strong and indomitable maritime
force is a necessity. The Horn must not depend
totally on the presently available foreign powers
when it comes to its maritime security. It is true
that the Horn of Africa has neither ship building

yard nor the robust economy that the industry demands.
However, whatever the state of affairs, our maritime secu-
rity primarily must be controlled by our own forces and not
by outsiders whose prime objective is maintaining their
own national interest and of course with the secondary ob-
jective of assisting the host nations. These foreign powers
have sincere desire to assist the Horn nations but not indefi-
nitely. Hence the Horn Nations must be able to have their
own integrated maritime force to safe guard the interest of
the nations in the region.

Why is the Horn of Africa today a platform for scuffle for
antagonism and authority?

Because of lack of a strong regional Navy in the area the
incident of Piracy since 2008 at the coast of Somalia has
threatened the safe passage of merchant ships in the region

The Bab EI Mandeb is a passage for 5 million barrels per
day of crude oil and refined petroleum products

The civil war in Somalia and Yemen have become the
natural springboard of radical muslims and other contend-
ers in the region there by resulting instability in the region.

To wrap up, according to Prime Minister Abiy the reason
for the rebirth of the Ethiopian Navy was not simply of emo-
tion and extravagant but it is a honest desire from the side
of the Prime minister to add an assertive component to his
desire to see a unified Horn of Africa economically stout
and militarily self-contained.

For that to happen, the Horn primarily has to integrate
economically which is the first faith to the grand plan of
Political Unity. For all that to materialize the Horn of Africa
Nations have to safeguard their maritime security by their
own maritime force capable of withstanding any threat
from the sea. It is with that in his mind that the PM said
Ethiopia will have a Navy.

How to navigate our businesses and lives through this unprecedented crisis

By Mike Abel

OUR attitude will either make
us or break us. We can either
succumb to all being lost and fall
into depression or dig deep and
see how we can pull together
and innovate towards surviving.

When theologian Reinhold
Niebuhr wrote these words,
never could he have imagined
how powerful and pertinent his
“prayer” could have been for the
strangest of times within which
we now find ourselves.

And whether you are reli-
gious or agnostic, the words are
equally important, because they
speak entirely to our attitude
and thought processes.

“(God) Grant me the seren-
ity to accept the things I cannot
change, the courage to accept
the things I can, and the wisdom
to know the difference...”

I'well recall lying on a beach in
Plettenberg Bay over the Decem-
ber holidays and reading about
this virus for the first time. We
have all watched enough mov-
ies like Outbreak and the sub-
sequent slew of pandemic-porn
related series and offshoots to
know that what happens in one
part of the world will take but
days or weeks, with global air
travel, to happen elsewhere in
the world.

And so, I pondered this news
report, being a lifelong, self-
confessed germophobe, possi-
bly a bit longer than most. But I
thought, surely the World Health
Organisation would clamp down
on it really quickly if it indeed
posed major risk - and as we all
know bad news sells, so perhaps
it wasn’t as dreadful as the tweet
suggested.

Being in the marketing and
communications industry, I can
also see many different ways the
coronavirus could have been in-
troduced to the world. Flu, after
all, is also caused by a virus, yet
we never hear people talking in
hushed, dramatic tones about
the influenza virus despite it kill-
ing tens of thousands annually.
It reminds me of the days when
my grandmother would whisper
to my mom that a friend had
“cancer” or the Big C.

Now, not for a second should
you misinterpret these obser-
vations as me remotely under-
playing the very real perils of
this virus. The death toll in Italy
and China alone point directly
to how dangerous it is, but the
communication by the media
and many governments thus far
have taken it to the absolute ex-
treme limits - much as you'd ex-
pect reading about the spread,
heaven forbid, of an entirely
lethal Ebola-type illness. It’s all
about deaths and infections.
There is little focus on survival
and recovery.

The iconography and image-
ry used by television channels
showing rapidly multiplying red
virus cells as a background pic-
ture is intended to spread dread
in our hearts and have our eye-
balls glued to their channels. It
is sadly, pure gold for their rev-
enue streams which are based
on sizes of audiences.

Politicians similarly are ben-
efitting from their new-found
relevance as scandals, dodgy
histories and looming elections
fall into the background, and
now being the country captain
elevates them to becoming sav-
iours and knights in shining ar-

mour.

The ghoulish media and po-
litical machines are not going
to dial down the panic. It’s not
in many of their best interests
in the short term. And both play
the short-term game.

We’ll have to get our objective
advice from trusted experts such
as the now-awakened WHO, our
local medical doctors and lead-
ing epidemiologists - when they
agree.

So, going back to Niebuhr’s
quote, the things we cannot
change are the legislation that
has been put in place to prevent
transmission and “to flatten the
curve” so as to prevent our hos-
pitals being overwhelmed by a
tsunami of ill citizens. The things
we cannot change are the elder-
ly and immune-compromised
being at far greater risk than the
young and healthy.

The things we cannot change
are many (not all) of the direct
and dreadful consequences for
the hospitality and travel indus-

tries and their supply chains.
Bricks and mortar business,
like high street shopping and
centres will be hugely impacted
and many of our companies will
start feeling pressures and slow-
downs in unforeseen areas.

We will all be affected. We are
all in this together, and while
wealth will no doubt provide a
buffer for many, it won't deliver
a “get out of jail free card” for
anyone. We saw yesterday how
former Real Madrid president
Lorenzo Sanz died at 76. A na-
tional celebrity and Spanish VIP.

It’s also the first time I can
recall where the plight of 5-10%
of the population in terms of a
mortality rate, will impact the
other 90% of the population in
terms of consequence. The de-
cisions that the WHO and gov-
ernments have taken to protect
an immuno-compromised and
elderly population is highly
commendable and is, on the
surface, incredibly humane. The
flip side of that same coin is total

economic devastation, lasting
unemployment, poverty and all
the related health and social ills.
And there will be a definite lag
effect, post-Covid-19, that is yet
to be determined. When life and
the economy return to a new
normal.

So, what can we do?

My wife Sara taught me a say-
ing over 25 years ago. “A prob-
lem shared, is a problem halved”
and although simplistic on one
level, it is equally profound. The
fact is that we are all in this to-
gether. We are all fighting a new
common enemy:

*The virus itself.

*The impact on our business-
es and our clients’ businesses.

*Unemployment and the re-
lated concerns for our staff and
the country.

*The social impact on our-
selves and our families.

None of these problems is
unique to any individual - it’s
our collective burden. One to
share. It’s a time to lean on one

another for emotional support.

But, here’s the thing. Our at-
titude will either make us or
break us. It’s as brutally simple
as that. We can either succumb
to all being lost and fall into a de-
pression, or to dig deep and see
how we can pull together and in-
novate towards surviving.

Companies need to focus right
now on two things:

«Survival

*Retaining as many of their
staff as is possible.

Bottom-line profits are no
longer of primary concern. That
is until we are well out of these
stormy waters. Shareholders
will understand the unprece-
dented nature of these times.

Winston Churchill was fa-
mously quoted as saying “nev-
er let a good crisis go to waste”
and other than perhaps some
of the media, politicians (both
touched on above) and phar-
ma companies, it’s hard to
determine who exactly stands
to benefit from this particular
situation. Very few.

I am not one to try to re-
frame the harsh realities of
any crisis. I do not enjoy the
poems that call for solitude
and listening to birds while in
isolation or admiring the crys-
tal blue water and seemingly
fictitious dolphins which have
returned to the Grand Canals
of Venice.

I did not enjoy quiet time
with my family during load
shedding or doing puzzles and
playing Pictionary by candle-
light, and if others do, they are
lucky and I genuinely respect
the rose-tinted lenses through
which they choose to see the
world.

My suggestions are perhaps
a little less emotive.

We need to be creative, proac-
tive and resourceful. We need to
identify the real issues confront-
ing our businesses and families
and seek solutions which work.
If cashflow is a huge concern
due to events being shut down,
for example for a wedding plan-
ner, talk to your bank and see
how they can assist you with
asset-based finance solutions.

Maybe you could offer dis-
tance training courses on how
to throw events - or look at relat-
ed industries that could benefit
from your expertise?

If you are a sit-down restau-
rant, see how you can do deliv-
ery or take-aways. How you can
offer convenience and value to
survive.

I recall when 1 was running
the M&C SAATCHI Group in Aus-
tralia during the global financial
crisis, some restaurants allowed
customers to determine what
they could pay for a meal as op-
posed to set pricing. In many
instances, people paid over the
former set price.

Some people tipped hand-
somely. There is nothing wrong
with a restaurant asking for a
voluntary staff tip for takeaways.
Many know and understand the
waiters cannot survive without
tips. We are all in this together.
Offer value meals - most people
are going to be cash-strapped.

We need to apply this to all
our own businesses. How can
we be more useful? Where could
our products find fresh applica-
tion? How can we collaborate
and help other businesses and
in doing so, protect our own?
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Renewable energy development vital for better
realisation of sustainable development globally

By Correspondent Crispin Gerald
ENEWABLE energy development
is emphasised for sustainable de-
velopment goals accomplishment

nd the better realisation of sus-
tainable development globally.

Tanzania, like other developing countries,
is striving to adopt different ways of ensur-
ing affordable and accessible energy supply
to its socioeconomic and political sectors to
achieve renewable energy development.

To secure affordable and accessible en-
ergy in the country, renewable energy is
termed as an alternative energy source be-
cause it is environmentally friendly.

If renewable energy is produced and uti-
lised in a modern and sustainable manner,
it will help to eliminate energy problems in
Tanzania.

A well established energy system sup-
ports all sectors, from businesses, medicine
and education to agriculture, infrastructure,
communications and high technology.

Access to electricity in poorer countries
has begun to accelerate energy burning car-
bon fuels produces large amounts of green-
house gases which cause climate change
and have harmful impacts on people’s well-
being and the environment.

In sub-Saharan Africa, an estimated 573
million people still lacked access to elec-
tricity. Without electricity, women and girls
have to spend hours fetching water, clinics
cannot store vaccines for children, many
schoolchildren cannot do homework at
night, and people cannot run competitive
businesses.

The health and well-being of some 3 bil-
lion people are adversely impacted by the
lack of clean cooking fuels, such as wood,
charcoal, dung and coal, which causes in-
door air pollution.

The world needs to triple its investment
in sustainable energy infrastructure per
year, from around US$400 billion now to
US$1.25 trillion by 2030. Regions with the
greatest energy deficits like sub-Saharan
Africa and South Asia need our help to im-
prove energy access.

That includes pushing harder to find
clean, efficient, and affordable alternatives
to health damaging cook stoves.

Countries can accelerate the transition to
an affordable, reliable, and sustainable ener-
gy system by investing in renewable energy
resources, prioritizing energy efficient prac-
tices, and adopting clean energy technolo-
gies and infrastructure.

In Tanzania, application for renewable
energy is still at low rate, due to lack of prior-

itisation and investment by the responsible authorities.

Despite the fact that Tanzania is blessed with sources
of energy, the government has been allocating more in-
vestment in non-renewable sources of energy which are
not safe for environment, while the renewable sources
are given minimum or no funds.

Project coordinator for the Forum for climate change
(Forum CC) Euphrasia Shayo said there is a need for the
government to revisit the policy framework, noting that
the available policies do not offer a clear support on al-
ternative and clean energy.

“Most of the donor funds are channeled to develop
non-renewable energy while little is kept for renewable
energy,” she explained.

In Tanzania, major sources of power are natural gas,
petroleum, and hydro power. Out of the total installed
power capacity of 1,264 megawatts (MW), 568 MW is
from hydroelectric power, 6854 MW is from thermal
power, and other renewable energy contributes less
than 82.4 MW.

More than 85 percent of the population uses tradi-
tional fuels as household energy sources.

According to Bureau of Statistics and the Rural Ener-
gy Agency report, only 32.8 percent of communities in
Tanzania has access to electricity, whereby urban areas
have more access to electricity (65.3percent) than the
rural areas (16.9 percent).

She added that there is an overlap between available
policies and guidelines in the energy sector, for instance
encouraging investment on solar energy products but
at the same time pooling out the tax exemptions on the
products.

“We are advocating for the use of renewable energy
because it is one among the sources of energy which is
friendly to the environment rather than non-renewable
sources of energy,” Shayo said.

The initiative of the forum is part of the two-year
project implemented to encourage the government to
invest in the generation and development of renewable
energy in the country, basing on the fact that renewable
energy has prove to be friend of the environment.

The initiative is supported under the fund from Neth-
erlands based organisation called Hivos, together with
Pan African Climate Justice Alliance (PaCJA).

There are several civil society organisations (CSOs)
in the country that has been advocating for the use of
renewable energy; some include the initiative by Tanza-
nia Renewable Energy Association (TAREA) that works
with communities to replace kerosene lamps with so-
lar lanterns, whereby more than 400 households were
reached.

In Miyuyu village of Newala district, Lindi, the WWF
Tanzania has provided 189 improved cooking stoves
and 45 solar systems to schools, village offices and
households.

In their joint report titled; Tanzania Civil Society re-
port on the sustainable development goals (SDGs), re-
leased last year, the CSOs mentioned several challenges
facing the country towards effective utilisation of re-

Tanzania needs to build and expand its power generation system to be almost entirely new in order
to increase the energy access rate to 100 per cent. Building new power plants no matter the technol-
ogy will require new infrastructure, such as power grids, spatial planning, a stable policy framework

and access to finance.

They are important to users in local
households in the countryside, where
most people depend on the use of char-
coal, firewood, and cow dung as their
major sources of energy. This affects
their health and contributes to climate
change problems, which are alarming
in developing countries.

Each developing country is encour-
aged to expand its infrastructure and
upgrade technologies to offer clean
energy as a basic goal that can inspire
socio-economic and political growth
and environmental enhancement.

Furthermore, renewable energy is
expected to increase direct and indi-
rect employment opportunities from
10.3 million in 2017 to 24 million in
2030.

According to the Institute for sus-
tainable futures (ISF), Tanzania needs
to build and expand its power genera-
tion system to be almost entirely new
in order to increase the energy access
rate to 100 per cent. Building new
power plants - no matter the technol-

newable energy, including, lack of appropriate
technology and infrastructure, whereby they said
there is a challenge in getting the right human re-
sources for implementing of renewable projects
in Tanzania.

Lack of consistency on good or appropriate
energy use guideline in the government systems
high initial capital for investment leading to un-
affordability of renewable energy to potential cus-
tomers.

“But also, lack of prioritisation and strategic
plans especially on which kind of renewable en-
ergy to capitalise on, in which area and for how
long,” it said.

The report recommended the following;

The regulatory risks on small power production
(SPPs) should be reduced to ensure certainty in
the protection of their investment and in the long
run, return on their investment.

“But also, the government should ensure policy
coherence in the support of renewable energy as
well as private partnership in energy.”

“Reducing capitation cost in the renewable
energy projects, government should minimise
lengthy administrative process by establishing a
one-stop center as well as building capacity and
interest of financial institutions to understand re-
newable energy sector as one of the opportune
sectors for investment,” the report explained.

Energy security is a socio-economic and politi-
cal factor that contributes to sustainable develop-
ment in any nation. Access to reliable, affordable,
sustainable, and modern energy to all people is

one of the sustainable development goals (SDGS).

Energy resources can be a non-renewable or
renewable; however, currently, the world is domi-
nated by the usage of non-renewable energy such
as fossil fuels.

The use of non-renewable energy is considered
the principal provider to climate change, which
is about 60 percent of the total greenhouse gas
emissions; therefore, decrease of carbon concen-
tration is a key goal in long-term climate objec-
tives.

Energy glitches are currently serious in devel-
oping countries, especially in Africa where the
electrification rate is very low.

Despite the fact that African countries are rich
in renewable energy resources, only alow amount
is harvested for domestic use.

In Sub-Saharan African (SSA) countries, only
25percent of the population access electricity.

According to the New Research Works, Africa’s
massive potential for renewable energy could su-
persede the continent’s projected electricity de-
mand in 2030.

About 85 percent of primary energy supply in
SSA nations is from traditional biomass energy,
while less than 8 percent of the rural population
has access to modern energy technologies.

These sources are important for decentralized
renewable energy technologies, which nurture
the isolated nature of the settlements and are
environmental friendly. Despite their necessity,
renewable energy sources are given low priority
by both government and households.

ogy - will require new infrastructure,
such as power grids, spatial planning, a
stable policy framework and access to
finance.

Tanzania is blessed with vast solar
and wind resources, and renewable
generation costs are generally lower
with increased solar radiation and
wind speeds.

However constantly shifting policy
frameworks often lead to high invest-
ment risks, and therefore higher pro-
ject development and installation costs,
for solar and wind projects relative to
countries with more stable economy.

Dedicated support instruments are
required to ensure a dynamic devel-
opment, in particular for renewable
technologies for cooking, buildings and
renewable process heat production for
increased industrial process heat re-
quirements.

In the basic renewable scenario, re-
newable already provide 90 percent of
Tanzania’s total heat demand in 2030
and 100 percent in 2050.

Energy efficiency measures help to
reduce the currently growing energy
demand for wood fuel for cooking
stoves and shifts 100 percent modern
sustainable biomass, solar and geother-
mal heating as well as electric cooking
and heating by 2050.

Is it time to postpone 2020 Climate Summit?

NEW YORK

ITH the coronavirus pandemic sweeping the planet
and the governments of both wealthy and poorer
nations overwhelmed by the demands of managing
a response, the scheduling of this year’s critical UN
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Climate Summit is suddenly in doubt.
COP26 (formally, the 26th annual Conference of the Parties of

mate Agreement.

the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change) is planned for
Glasgow, Scotland (UK) from 9-20 November. It will be the culmi-
nation of five years of negotiations since the historic 2015 Paris Cli-
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More than 100 presidents and prime ministers are
expected to present their nations’ plans for carrying
out the sweeping environmental, economic and en-
ergy changes necessary to keep the Earth’s warming
to survivable levels.

In all, over 30,000 government delegates, inter-
governmental officials and stakeholder representa-
tives are preparing to attend.

The agenda of COP26 is deep and urgent. Besides
reporting how they plan to reduce oil, coal and gas
production and increase renewable energy to limit
global temperature rise to below 2°C (and prefera-
bly 1.5°C), governments must agree how to calculate
whether each is fulfilling its pledges, what steps to
take to deal with those which haven’t, and whether
the total reductions agreed to are sufficient to avoid
catastrophic climate impacts (so far they’re not).

At Glasgow, governments must also fulfill the
commitment of the $100 billion a year they prom-
ised to help developing countries. Those funds are
to cope with the devastating impacts of sea level
rise, intense storms, extended droughts, erratic
cold and heat waves that have already begun to
disproportionately affect poorer nations - and to
help shift those nations’ energy production to re-
newables.

Governments must decide what role private
business and the financial sector play in contribut-
ing climate funding. And they must approve the so-
called ‘Paris Rulebook’ on implementation guide-
lines for zero emissions and climate resilience by
2050.

Progress on all of these issues is lagging far
behind schedule.

Last year’s COP25, in Madrid, was expected to
agree on a formula to resolve key issues. Instead it
became the longest COP conference ever, failed to
resolve virtually any issue, and passing them on to
an already pressured COP26.

Meanwhile, the pace of the climate crisis con-
tinues to accelerate, with another year of record
temperatures, catastrophic hurricanes, and unan-
ticipated rapidly melting glaciers in Antarctica and
Greenland. And the public demand for action to
meet the urgency escalated as well, led by a resur-
gent environmental youth movement inspired by

Greta Thunberg.

The argument for a November meeting

So it would seem more necessary than ever to fol-
low through with the November COP26 schedule.

For a world already decades behind the optimal
carbon-reduction calendars suggested by environ-
mentalists in the 1990s, the risks of further delay are
huge. We may already be on the verge of irrevers-
ible feedback loops like runaway deforestation in
the Amazon, unstoppable desertification in China
and the Sahel, massive shifts in thermal ocean cur-
rents that moderate the winters in Europe, and de-
calcification that could crash the populations of the
world’s sea life.

With major fossil fuel corporations digging in to
avoid action, taking the pressure off governments
is an opening to fatal procrastination. As the Inter-
national Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has calcu-
lated and Ms. Thunberg has tirelessly pointed out,
the world only has eight years left in its allowable
‘carbon budget’ if it continues to emit about 42 gi-
gatons of CO2 every year. So drastic reductions are
necessary. Now.

The argument for postponing COP26

And yet. The world faces a sudden major pandem-
ic that will impact all countries and affect all citi-
zens. Millions will likely become ill and thousands
will likely die. The focus of all countries is on con-
taining the COVID 19 virus - as it should be.

Governments everywhere are enacting policies
that would never have been imagined. Financial mar-
kets are crashing. The US Treasury Department has
suggested a potential 20 percent unemployment rate.

Massive restrictions on public movement are being
imposed and trillions of dollars in financial stimulus
and subsidies are being spent. Public and private sci-
entific expertise is being marshaled to solve medical
emergencies.

The responses to the pandemic will impact the
negotiations on climate. With only seven weeks to go
before a key two week preparatory meeting in Bonn,
virtually all flights to Europe are cancelled. It may be
only be a matter of weeks before Bonn itself is post-
poned, or at best conducted virtually - which is a far
more cumbersome process.



13

www.ippmedia.com

Gliardian

ALERT

Are people with blood
type A more vulnerable to
contracting coronavirus?

BEIJING

According to a recent study, people
with type A blood may have a higher
chance of contracting the new corona-
virus.

The study, which can be viewed on
medRxiv, was carried out by a group of
19 Chinese researchers and examined 2
173 patients with Covid-19. The patients
were from hospitals in Wuhan and
Shenzhen.

The researchers then analysed the
distribution of blood types in the nor-
mal population in each area and com-
pared it to their sample of patients with
the virus, also in each area, reports Sci-
ence Alert. The authors concluded:

“People with blood group A have a
significantly higher risk for acquiring
Covid-19 compared with non-A blood
groups,” their report reads, adding:
“Whereas blood group O has a signifi-
cantly lower risk for the infection com-
pared with non-O blood groups.”

How reliable is this information?

The team mentions that their study
is a pre-print and has not been peer-re-
viewed. This means it has yet to be eval-
uated and should therefore not be used
as clinical guidance. According to the
study, Wuhan’s normal population has
the following blood type distribution:
31% type A; 24% type B; 9% type AB; and
34% type O. By comparison, those with
the virus were: 38% type A; 26% type B;
10% type AB; and 25% type O.

To put it into further context, the

study also states that 85 out of 206 pa-
tients who died of Covid-19 in Wuhan
had blood type A - this was 63% more
than people with blood type O who
died. The preliminary study notes that
similar differences were observed in
Shenzhen and found that age and gen-
der do not play a major role.

Lead researcher Wang Xinghuan
wrote: “It might be helpful to introduce
ABO blood typing in both patients and
medical personnel as a routine part
of the management of SAR-CoV-2 (the
Covid-19 virus) and other coronavirus
infections to help define the manage-
ment options and assess risk exposure
levels of people.”

According to the study, there could be
a link between people with blood type
A’s higher susceptibility of contracting
the Covid-19 virus and the presence
of natural antibodies in the blood, but
added that more studies were needed
to prove the link.

The comparison above therefore
points out that although there are slight
variations in figures between the nor-
mal population and those with Cov-
id-19, it’s premature to conclude that
people with blood type O are entirely
immune to contracting the virus, nor
does it mean that everyone who con-
tracts the virus will be type A. However,
the researchers urged governments
and medical professionals to consider
this factor when treating infected pa-
tients.

Employees check novel coronavirus testing kits at the production facility of a biotech

company in Taizhou, Jiangsu province.

INNOVATION

Ncumisa starts a pathology
lab that is ready to test for
Covid-19 in East London

EAST LONDON

Pathology services have become in-
creasingly crucial as the medical frater-
nity races to flatten the curve of corona-
virus infections and find a vaccine.

Asif by premonition, Ncumisa Adams
decided to open a pathology laboratory
in East London late last year, and only
a few months later, reports of a virus
threatening the livelihoods of residents
of Wuhan, China started to surface.

Unbeknownst to Ncumisa (and the
whole world), pathology services were
about to become a highly sought af-
ter service as the virus, which we now
know to be Covid-19, holds the world’s
population hostage until a vaccine is
found.

Until then, women (and men) like
Ncumisa will be the dotted line be-
tween life and death for those who
need coronavirus testing. Ncumisa’s
lab, EconoPath, may be relatively new;
however, this medical technician in
clinical pathology has been testing
bloods for diagnosis of various ailments
long before she decided to start her pri-
vate lab. From the onset, her mission

was to “help the sick, especially from
disadvantaged backgrounds.”

Initially, she had planned to study
medicine, but not being accepted to
medical school presented a detour that
gave her an opportunity to pursue her
passion from behind the scenes. She
had the option to either study towards
any other Bachelor of Science degree
or biomedical technology, and she
chose the latter.

It took a profound experience with a
loved one to steer her towards her ca-
reer choice. “I had a relative who was
very ill and needed blood tests, but un-
fortunately, she succumbed to her ill-
ness while waiting for the results. I felt
that if she had been diagnosed sooner,
her life might have been saved,” Ncumi-
sa says, recalling the incident that made
her realise the challenges of access to
pathological services.

As a result, she decided to study
biomedical technology at Nelson Man-
dela University, and later qualified as a
medical technologist in clinical pathol-
ogy at Pathcare Academy. Ncumisa has
worked as a clinpath tech for various
labs, including Pathcare and Ampath.
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Would you try to trademark coronavirus
in your brand? Some SA companies have

CAPE TOWN

he coronavirus pandemic

I reached South African shores

in early March, and some com-

panies have already applied to have
coronavirus-related brands registered.

The South African Trade Marks Of-
fice has received applications for the
brands Covidban, Corona Guard and
Corona Care, according to Bernadette
Versfeld, who specialises in intellectual
property law at Webber Wentzel.

“This is not a complete surprise.
There are always opportunists rushing
to register a trade mark and this time
they are seeking to benefit from the
biggest news story of our time,” says
Versfeld. All three marks have been ap-
plied for in the pharmaceutical goods
category and one is described as an an-
tiviral sanitiser.

The trade marks register is normally
in the public domain, though at the
time of publication, the trade marks
office had closed until the end of April
due to the lockdown. In Versfeld’s view,
the use of the terms corona or covid
are actually examples of a weak trade
mark. This is because they are entirely
descriptive of the goods the businesses
are seeking to market.

“No one can claim a monopoly to
these words, certainly not in relation to
these types of products in any event,”
she says. Furthermore, given that SA
is still in the reasonably early stages of
the pandemic, she foresees that further
applications of this nature are likely to
be filed. For her it would be interesting
to see how the examiner at the Trade
Marks Office deals with these applica-
tions.

“Of course the incorporation of the
Corona trade mark for pharmaceutical
products and subsequent use, raises
the question as to whether Constella-
tion Brands, the owner of the beer la-
bel Corona will oppose the trade mark
applications given that Corona is well
known in relation to beer,” suggests
Versfeld.

“We can only hope that more inven-
tive and distinguishable brands than

Bernadette Versfeld, who specialises in intellectual property law at Webber Wentzel.

‘Covid’ are created for products being
made to combat Covid-19.” She told
Fin24 on Thursday that the point of
having a brand is so that you can dis-
tinguish your goods and services from
others’. So, the more distinct the bet-
ter. For example, no-one would think of
registering a trade mark “apple” if they
sell apples. Yet, using it for a product
not normally being associated with the
word, an electronics company, is bril-
liant in her view.

She often finds that people want to
register entirely descriptive marks - like
“excellence” for training and education
services. “If you want to build brand

value and spend so much on marketing,
packaging, social media and more, the
brand must at least be able to stand the
test of time,” she says.

“Why would you want to develop a
brand and put so much money into it
when one day, when the coronavirus
pandemic is over, the brand can have
a negative connotation?” In her view,
the trade marks office will likely refuse
to register the corona-related marks ap-
plied for in SA, because, if, for instance
the manufacturer wants to insinuate
that a product will kill the virus, how
will they prove it?

In any event, the Trade Marks Office

already had a backlog before the coro-
navirus curbing 21-day lockdown was
announced. The office will only reopen
on 1 May. Versfeld expects these corona-
related marks will likely only be exam-
ined in 10 to 12 months’ time due to the
backlog. However, nothing stops some-
one to start using a name once it has put
in an application to have it registered.

South Affrica is not the only country
to have seen applications of this kind
in recent weeks. Late in February, a US
publication reported that an application
for a Covid-19 trademark had been
branded “opportunistic” and unlikely to
succeed.

WAY-OUT

Africa needs its biotech space to rise to coronavirus challenge

JOHANNESBURG

The coronavirus pandemic is
leaving a trail of devastation across
the world, with the continents of
Asia, Australia, Europe and North
America particularly affected. And
now Affrica is increasingly finding
itself in the cross-hairs of Covid-19.

As of now, a handful of countries
in the “Mother Continent”
have ordered total lockdowns,
such as Rwanda and South
Africa, while others are closely
monitoring the situation within
their borders, having announced
partial measures, including travel
bans, quarantine orders and the
promotion of social distancing.

There are a number of very
serious concerns if the virus
spreads across a landmass that
is home to more than 1.3 billion
people. These include dense
population clusters, weak public
health infrastructure, deeply
ingrained social and cultural
norms, issues of governance and a
lack of funds.

Yet, in the field of biotechnology,
there appears to be a sliver of hope
that the continent - particularly
the eastern region - could actually
be better-positioned to cope with
the pandemic than prophesied

by the doomsayers. It is a sector
that began shaping up at the turn
of the 2ist century, and which,
two decades later, has become of
fundamental importance. After
all, we live in a time of ecological
armageddon and frightening
pandemics, sparked by unheard
of viruses and widening socio-
economic disparities.

Indeed, the biotech industry
is leading the way in taking on
these challenges. On the front
lines are companies such as
Africa Biosystems, Thermo Fisher
Scientific, Roche and Qiagen,

which are assisting with testing and
research for the Covid-19 pandemic. But
even before reaching their current status
as “front-liners” in battling the spread
of the coronavirus, these entities have
been chalking up several milestones. For
instance, they have revolutionised how
DNA technology is applied in various
fields across Africa today.

Health care is a case in point, with the
technologybeingusedtoidentify and treat
infectious diseases besides benefiting
research into HIV, tuberculosis, malaria
- and now Covid-19. It is also helping
many African nations cope with the rise
of non-communicable diseases, including

cancer, hypertension, diabetes and renal
disease. Life science technology is being
used to test for anti-microbial resistance,
which improves patient management. In
addition, technology delivered to fertility
clinics has been something of a boon for
those set back by reproductive health
challenges. To be sure, the benefits are
not restricted to health care alone.

DNA forensic applications have helped
security forces in combating terrorism
and other crimes. State-of-the-art DNA
extraction and analysis systems have
helped to identify and convict terrorists
and criminals. In fact, one area where
DNA science has made a major impact

A health official gives a thumbs up after conducting a screening test on a traveller carrying a baby in South Africa.

is in producing indisputable evidence
used by prosecutors in court to deliver
justice in rape cases. It is notable that
even conflictridden Somaliland has
recently acquired technologies to identify
and convict rapists, joining the rest of the
region’s biotechnology push.

In the field of environment and wildlife
conservation, too, DNA technology has
helped identify poachers who leave
genetic identifiers at scenes of crime but,
more important, help trace gem trophies
to countries of origin at advanced
application. This has greatly improved
rates of convictions of poachers and
curbed the illegal game trade.



14

Saturday 28 March 2020

wwwwwwwwww

BUSINESS NEWS/NEWS FEATURE

Achieving an eflicient interbank market

By Victor Bhoroma

he Zimbabwean gov-

ernment announced

that it was going to

introduce a managed
floating exchange rate system in
a bid to contain exchange rate
volatility.

The move is also aimed at
bringing transparency and effi-
ciency to the interbank market,
which has been dogged by liquid-
ity challenges since its February
2019 launch. As of December
2019, only US$15 billion had
been traded on the interbank
market versus local demand ex-
ceeding US$7 billion per year.

To achieve efficiency, an elec-
tronic foreign currency trading
platform based on the Reuters
system will be put in place. It is
envisaged the platform will allow
banks and bureaux de change
to trade foreign currency freely
while restricting the Reserve
Bank of Zimbabwe (RBZ) role to
monitoring and intervening only
when necessary.

Despite liberalising the inter-
bank market, the government
gazetted General Notice 583 of
2020, an exchange control meas-
ure suspending the fungibility of
all dual listed shares trading on
the Zimbabwe Stock Exchange
(ZSE). The latest exchange con-
trol directive will affect the ex-
change of Old Mutual (OMU),
PPC (PPC.zw) and SeedCo Inter-
national (SCIL) shares. However,
the directive will not apply to
trades done on or before March

13, 2020 provided they are set-
tled by March 18, 2020. The
regulations are accompanied by
a Securities and Exchange Com-
mission (SECZ) audit on all trans-
action inflows for dual listed
shares conducted on or before
June 12019.

The suspension of fungibility
on dual listed shares was once
effected in May 2008 before the
Zimbabwean dollar crashed to
record levels in the months that
followed. The latest move will
somewhat halt the outflow of
foreign currency through the of-
ficial financial system but it falls
short on ending the calculation
of the Old Mutual Implied Rate
(OMIR) which can still be calcu-
lated using relative share prices
of the Old Mutual Counter.

The press statement by Treas-
ury points that commercial
banks will be market makers and
the Reuters system will generate
daily exchange rates as opposed
to the current situation where
the central bank determines the
interbank rate and wields unfet-
tered control on the allocation of
foreign currency. The directive
compels the central bank to ter-
minate the gold incentive to local
producers; to report all foreign
currency inflows to the treasury
and to release all surplus foreign
currency onto the interbank on a
daily/weekly basis.

Surplus being classified as any
amount exceeding the require-
ments for servicing external debt
and priority government uses.
Further the central bank was

directed to gradually end quasi-fiscal
activities of allocating foreign currency
to various importers through letters of
credit (LCs) and let all importers access
foreign currency via the interbank mar-
ket through their respective banks. The
move by treasury is aimed at clipping
central bank wings amid accusations by
local producers that foreign currency
is not being allocated efficiently and
the shortages are being caused by sub-
interbank rate privileges extended to
selected importers on the local market
especially petroleum companies.

In 2019, Zimbabwe received export
earnings of over US$4,2 billion, Interna-
tional remittances worth US$1,2 billion
and Foreign Direct Investments totaling
US$259 million. Of the export earnings
figure, the central bank retained over
35% (US$1,5 billion) and it is this portion
of surrendered earnings that the treas-
ury now wants accountability on. The
central bank has been reluctant to let
the interbank market to freely float as
that would mean printing more money
to cater for surrendered earnings while
also fuelling inflation rate. A more sus-

tainable way to manage inflation is to
end subsidies of various commodities
that saw the central bank inject more
than ZW$5 billion into the economy in
2019 alone.

However it is unlikely that subsidies
will be cut considering the political
considerations behind their existence.
Foreign currency demand will however
remain high as local production plum-
mets due to a number of supply side
constraints. The local retailing of fuel
and critical raw materials in foreign cur-
rency will further add pressure to the
little foreign currency availed on the
interbank market. Zimbabwe’s foreign
currency woes have also been driven
by growth in broad money supply (Over
ZW$34.5 billion as of December 2019)
and decline in market confidence which
forces local producers and consumers
to seek shelter in either the US dollar
or South African rand. As such reducing
money supply growth is an efficient way
of achieving stability on the interbank
market.

Exchange control liberalisation is the
panacea to the low confidence current-

ly prevailing on the financial markets. Zim-
babwe operated under such a regime during
the government of national unity (GNU) pe-
riod of 2009 to 2013 and the benefits were
abundant for the economy.

Despite running under a recurring current
account deficit averaging US$3,75 billion in
those five years, Zimbabwe did not face any
foreign currency shortages.

The shortages started after the 2013 elec-
tions as a result of capital outflows (confi-
dence biased externalisation) and the subse-
quent money printing that ensued after the
RBZ Debt Assumption Bill of August 2014.

In Sub-Saharan Africa; Zambia, Ghana,
Botswana, Kenya and Rwanda are some of
the countries that have liberal foreign ex-
change regimes which are backed by float-
ing exchange rates, yet they do not face crip-
pling foreign currency shortages affecting
Zimbabwe.

Another way to achieve an efficient inter-
bank market would be to allow exporters to
keep 100% of their foreign earnings while re-
patriating all the export proceeds to the lo-
cal financial market within a specified time
(Say within 120 days). The move will ensure
stability for the local currency provided the
central bank terminates all consumption
subsidies and implements measures to deal
with extreme capital outflows. As of Decem-
ber 2019, foreign currency accounts (FCA)
balances totalled US$785 million.

It is estimated that over US$1 billion was
stashed in foreign banks by local exporters
in 2019, while the Zimbabwe Anti-Corrup-
tion Commission (Zacc) pointed that over
US$7 billion in cash and properties have
been stashed in foreign countries by various
government officials and private players. A
freely floating exchange rate is one way to
ensure that most of these stashed funds are
repatriated back to the formal market and
help grow the local economy.

It is fair to point that Zimbabwe’s inter-
bank market has always been managed by
the central bank and its efficiency is very
much dependent on the amount of foreign
currency pumped into the market by the
central bank going forward. Market deter-
mination of exchange rates is central to the
gradual elimination of the powerful parallel
market, which currently offers more than
double the rate prevailing on the interbank
market.

Ideally, the central bank should play no
role in foreign currency allocation (indepen-
dently or otherwise) and the government
should meet its foreign currency needs via
tax revenues which are partly being charged
in foreign currency as well. A managed ex-
change rate means the central bank will
continue to play a role on the interbank
market while maintaining export surrender
requirements. Nevertheless it would be ben-
eficial if the central would be transparent in
the allocation of its foreign currency while
adhering strictly to dumping all the surplus
foreign currency earnings on the interbank
market on a daily or weekly basis as directed
by Treasury.

The use of free funds to import various
goods and services is yet another tacit ad-
mission to re-dollarisation as not many pro-
ducers will hustle to get foreign currency
and sell their stock in a depreciating local
currency. Exchange rate liberalisation will
definitely result in the spike of prices in the
short term but it provides a sustainable way
of market price discovery and channeling of
all foreign currency to the formal market in
the long term. After all, the 2009-2013 free
market policies provide evidence that the
market can self-regulate with limited central
bank intervention.

Bhoroma is a marketer by profession,
freelance economic analyst and holds an
MBA from the University of Zimbabwe.

PANIC

South Africa’s lockdown booze

frenzy: Shoppers filling up carts

People queue outside Luquor City on Beyers Naude Drive just hours before the 21-day national lockdown starts at midnight.

CAPETOWN

Being stuck in the house for 21
days - and in the process, dealing
with two kids - will prove to be a
challenge, and alcohol will be a ne-
cessity to make it easier.

This is according to a shopper
who joined hundreds of others as
early as 08:30 on Thursday morn-
ing to stock up on liquor and food
at various stores ahead of the
looming 21-day lockdown across
the country.

The country has just a few
hours to go before the national
lockdown kicks in. The measure
was announced by President Cyril
Ramaphosa to curb the spread of
the novel coronavirus (Covid-19).
Andrew Erasmus was among those
to queue at Liquor City in Black-
heath, Johannesburg to stock up
on his favourite wine and beer.

When President Cyril Ramapho-
sa announced a nationwide lock-
down on Monday, thousands of
individuals and businesses, like the
Nitida wine estate in Durbanville,
started making preparations. “I
heard there won't be any alcohol
sold, so I just want to buy enough

to last a week or two,” Erasmus
said.

Erasmus said he wasn’t panic
buying, but that people just need-
ed to get enough so that they could
be able to stay at home and adhere
to the regulations. Among his items
was his favourite red wine, he said.

“I think it’s good, if you have cab-
in fever and you just have a glass of
wine, you'll feel better after staying
21 days with two kids in the house.
For 21 days, you might need a drink
or two,” he said. It was the same
story at Tops at Spar in Blackheath
as anxious shoppers rushed to
grab their favourite gin, beer and
whiskey.

Adhere to rules

At Cresta Shopping Centre, the
banking court was packed to ca-
pacity with people withdrawing
cash, while others deposited mon-
ey. Clothing shops were quieter
and some, like H&M and Footgear,
were already closed. An employee
at the Edgars clothing store said
they were also already prepar-
ing to close later in the day. She
said she was excited, although she
would not be doing much at home.

Chris Nicol said he was look-

ing forward to the lockdown and
would be using the time to do
gardening. He emphasised that it
was important for people to ad-
here to the rules and regulations
set up during the period so that,
by the time it ends, the virus could
be contained and hopefully done
away with.

“It’s a bit like an alien world at
the moment. You got to make do.
After the three weeks lockdown,
we should be fine,” he said. Eras-
mus said that, although he was
also going to buy some beers and
gin, he would have to deal with the
consequences if he ran out before
the end of the lockdown.

No store is allowed to sell alcohol
during the 21 days and anyone who
contravenes the regulations of the
nationwide lockdown will be guilty
of a criminal offence and will be li-
able to a fine or imprisonment for
a period not exceeding six months,
or both, Police Minister Bheki Cele
warned during a media briefing on
Wednesday. Liquor stores have al-
ready spread the message of their
closures on their social media. Let’s
come out of this a better, stronger
South Africa!

COVID-19

Iposita ventures into home delivery services for essential products

KIGALI

The National Post Office,
famously known as Iposita lo-
cally, will now leverage its foot-
hold in the market to deliver
essential products to people in
the City of Kigali, most of whom
are locked down at home.

Iposita is an established lo-
gistics company, specialising
in providing postal services.
Patrick Safari, the Director of
Commercial Unit, told The New
Times that the home delivery
service launched this week is
part of response mechanism
to the novel coronavirus out-
break.

“It is in response to the coro-
navirus which has devastated
the lives of many people, be-
cause of the lockdown meas-
ures being implemented,” he
said. Iposita is now providing
all its motorcycle couriers and
all their cars and trucks, to de-
liver food and medicine orders
and shipments of any size from
local pharmacies and super-
markets to people at homes.

“The service is relevant be-
cause public transport services
like motorcycles and vehicles
are no longer operational,” he
noted. The Prime Minister’s Of-
fice recently announced a two-
week lockdown in a bid to stem
the spread of coronavirus, ban-
ning unnecessary movement
of residents across the country,
except for essential services.

On Saturday, March 28, it
will be exactly one week of the
lockdown, something that has
seen more people resort to vir-
tual shopping. Iposita, which
has been operating in Rwanda
since 1922, sees the new service
as humanitarian assistance to
help people get food, medicine
and other essential services de-
livered to them at an affordable
rate.

“We understand that people
need food and medicine in this
period. This is why we took that
initiative,” Safari said. Iposita
has started to collaborate with
businesses who may want to
deliver services to people but

do, but it also enables individu-
als to directly order products
directly.

At the same time, this is an
opportunity for the Iposita
whose courier services have
been halted by the spread of
COVID-19. Like many postal ser-
vices across the world, Iposita
has stopped its mail delivery
service as airline services have
been suspended and countries
imposed travel bans.

The Universal Postal Union
(UPU), which monitors inter-
national postal exchanges in
real-time, recorded a 10 per
cent drop in tonnage and a 15
percent drop in the number of
postal items on the previous
year during the period January
23 to March 23, 2020.

The decrease in volume
amounts to at least 10,000 tons,
UPU said on Wednesday. Postal
items weighing less than 2 kg
saw the most significant drop,
with a 13 percent decrease in
tonnage and a 16 percent de-
crease in the number of items
with limited logistical muscleto  sent.

An Iposita delivery truck in Kigali.
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LOCK-DOWN

Looking after your mental h

DUBAI

S countries

around the

world encourage

and enforce
drastic measures to crack
down on the spread of the
coronavirus, more people
are being urged to stay at
home.

There are many tips on
how to stay productive, at
work and otherwise, but
while spending our time
confined within the same
four walls may protect our
physical health, it can lead
to a strain on our mental
well-being. The restrictions
will result in complete
isolation or leave many of
us interacting with the same

few people all day.

“Meaningful social a tremendous influence some expert advice when it
connection is vital to on mental health - it comes to looking after your
every individual's sense increases the likelihood of mind, body and spirit, in

of authentic well-being,”

negative outcomes in both

a professional, social and

Whether or not you are a regular gym-goer, exercising is important when self-isolating as it helps
keep you mentally alert and happy.

to setting up office at
home (without being able
to break up the day with
a trip to a coffee shop) is

ealth when staying indoors

Working Remotely, Secrets
to Success for Employees
on Distributed Teams, says:
“Structure is very important.
When you don’t have a place
to go to do your work, you
need to rely on your routine
to balance your day.” If you
don’t follow that, you run
the risk of being “always
on,” which can be mentally
draining.

Douglas advises setting
up mental cues and rituals
to get you in (and then
out) of work mode, which
can range from making a
cup of tea and reading the
news before you take to
your desk to spending time
setting up your workspace
- even if heading to the
office means pulling up a
chair at the dining table. She
recommends you “turn off
your laptop and close the
door to the office” at the end
of the day to help you adjust

behind. Douglas advises
checking in with colleagues
every morning to stay
focused and limit feelings of
solitude. “Without regular
social contact, we don’t
feel the lightening of our
burdens,” says Wyne, adding
that it’s through connecting
with others that we can gain
self-worth and perspective,
and quieten self-criticism.
Without  bouncing  off
our colleagues for ideas,
feedback and comfort, we
run the risk of losing career
confidence.

If you don't have
colleagues to check in
with, set up a network
of freelancers or fellow
industry insiders, and take
virtual coffee breaks or hold
group discussions to keep
each other inspired and
stimulated.

You may be cocooning,
but not all of your social

- we don’t operate according
to our normal compass or
values,” warns Wyne.

To fend off loneliness
- which lowers life
expectancy and has been
linked to depression in
studies such as the 75-year
Harvard Study of Adult
Development - it’s crucial to
fill out your social calendars
like you usually would. Well,
sort of. Switch meetings in
cafes with a virtual balcony
coffee with friends, set up
games through apps, start
a digital book club and
schedule in long chats with
family. Setting up regular
social interactions to a
time and date will hold you
accountable, and stop you
falling into the bingeing-in-
bed trap.

For others, it may be the
complete opposite problem
that becomes detrimental
to their happiness: sharing

they transition to remote is
not discussing boundaries,”
says Douglas.

While talking primarily
about working from home,
such advice can be applied
across the board. Be politely
upfront and don’t let
tensions build; implement
schedules for shared and
solo activities; be open about
feeling fragile and needing
space. Communication, after
all, is key - as studies have
shown that close, healthy
relationships are essential
in protecting our mental
health, and those who have
good communication skills
have stronger relationships.

Finally, while all passions
can’t easily be transported
indoors (horse riding and
golfing will have to wait),
use this time to take up a
new hobby to keep you
mentally stimulated - learn
a language, set yourself a

says Dr Tara Wyne, clinical our physical and mental physical set-up. extremely important for your mindset once again. butterfly instincts need tobe  their small isolation space personal writing project, or
psychologist and clinical health.” As all spheres of life As much as a third of our both  our effectiveness Working remotely also put to rest. “The risk when with the same person or practise your arts and crafts
director at The LightHouse now unite, quite literally, day is dedicated to working and psychological health. doesn’t havetomeanleaving self-isolatingis that we forget people. “One of the biggest or carpentry skills.
Arabia. “Loneliness canhave under one roof, here is - meaning our approach Teresa Douglas, co-author of office culture completely who we are in our daily lives mistakes people make when
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Xi tells Trump
China ready to

offer US help on
virus control

BEIJING

CHINESE President Xi Jinping
yesterday said that he was following
closely and was concerned about the
development of the COVID-19 out-

break in the United States.

In a phone conversation with US
President Donald Trump, Xi said he
has noticed that Trump has rolled out
out a series of policies and measures

in response to the outbreak.
China understands
States’ current predicament

in its capacity, Xi said.

Xi also called on the United States to
take substantive action in improving

bilateral relations.

He president suggested that the two
sides work together to boost coop-
eration in epidemic control and other
fields, and develop a relationship of
non-conflict, non-confrontation, mu-

the United
and
stands ready to provide support with-

tual respect and win-win cooperation.

China is willing to work with the
United States and other parties to
continue to support the World Health
Organization (WHO) in playing an im-

portant role, Xi said.

Xi called for concerted efforts to en-
hance sharing of information and ex-
perience on epidemic prevention and
control, accelerate cooperation in sci-
entific research, and improve global

health governance.

epidemic, Xi said.

Xi stressed that China wasted no
time in releasing such information as
the genetic sequence of the virus.

China, he added, has also been shar-
ing experience on COVID-19 preven-
tion, containment and treatment with-

China has been sharing informa-
tion on COVID-19 in an open, trans-
parent and responsible manner with
the WHO and countries including the
United States since the onset of the

demic, Xi said.

zens in the United States.

cluding Chinese students.

The Chinese government attaches great im-
portance to their safety and health, Xi stressed.

During the call, Xi also called for concerted ef-
forts to strengthen macroeconomic policy coor-
dination, in order to stabilize markets, maintain
growth, safeguard people’s wellbeing, and en-
sure the openness, stability and safety of global

out reservation, and providing as much support

and assistance as it can for countries in need.
China will continue to do so, and work with the

international community to prevail over the pan-

Epidemics know no borders or races and are
a common enemy of humankind, Xi said, adding
that only by making a collective response can the
international community defeat them.

Meanwhile, Xi said that China hoped for the US
side to take practical and effective measures to
safeguard the safety and health of Chinese citi-

Xi noted that there are currently a large num-
ber of Chinese nationals in the United States, in-

Chinese President Xi Jinping

supply chains.

For his part, Trump said he had listened close-
ly to Xi’s speech at the Extraordinary G20 Lead-
ers’ Summit on COVID-19, and appreciates Xi’s

views and proposals along with other leaders.

Trump said that China’s experience on com-
bating the COVID-19 epidemic was very illumi-
nating to him.

Trump told Xi that he will make personal ef-
forts to ensure that the United States and China
can ward off distractions and concentrate on co-
operation against the epidemic.

The United States is grateful for China’s provi-

sion of medical supplies for its fight against the
epidemic, Trump said.

The United States will protect Chinese nation-

said.

als on its soil, including Chinese students, Trump

The US president said he has publicly made
clear on social media that the American people
respect and love the Chinese people very much
and that Chinese students are of great signifi-
cance to the US educational business. Xinhua

World should join G20 in anti-coronavirus fight

BEIJING

AT this trying time when the
world is craving stronger global
solidarity and cooperation, the
Group of 20 (G20) has stepped up
to the plate, seeking to take the
lead again.

The message at the extraordinary
G20 leaders’ summit on Thursday
has been an unmistakable one of
unity and action as the leaders of
the world’s major economies have
pledged an array of decisive multi-
lateral responses, including a plan
to inject over US$5 trillion into the
global economy, to fight off the rag-
ing coronavirus pandemic and the
hovering prospect of a full-blown
global economic recession.

The group had before champi-
oned the cause of helping put the
global economy back on the track
of recovery in the wake of the
2008 financial crisis.

But with both the health of hu-
manity and the future prosper-
ity of the world economy under
threat, the job this time will be in-
disputably harder.

Against this backdrop, the wider
world needs to join the G20 mem-
bers and take substantial actions
so as to win this epic battle.

A paramount task is to shore up
confidence, instead of letting panic

reign.

The human race has been no
stranger to highly lethal infectious
diseases. Over the centuries, man-
kind has always managed to pull
through when a deadly pathogen
hit, and emerged much stronger
and more experienced.

Also, the fact that China has
already effectively managed to
control the epidemic at home has
proved that this previously un-
known disease is containable and
curable.

Thus if the international com-
munity can choose to come to-
gether and fight as one, victory will
be within grasp.

To do that, governments around
the world should join forces and
give global cooperation a strong
boost.

Solidarity as demonstrated by
the G20, which accounts for over
80 percent of the gross world
product and about two-thirds of
the entire human population, has
been so far the most powerful
weapon to end the crisis.

Thursday’s meeting has present-
ed a comprehensive guideline to
promote cooperation to share crit-
ical information, ensure adequate
financing, expand manufacturing
capacity to catch up with the rising
demand in urgently needed medi-

Handout photo released by Brazilian Presidency showing Brazilian President Jair Bol-
sonaro attending the G20’s video conference meeting in Brasilia on Thursday. (AFP)

cal supplies, and build a global net-
work of control and treatment. It
is time to translate these propos-
als into actions.

The victory over the virus in
one country is never a guarantee
that the invisible microbe will not
stage a comeback from other cor-
ners of the globe.

Therefore, the international
community should also get ready
to help developing and underde-
veloped countries, notably those
in Africa and small island states
with rather vulnerable health

systems and economies, to over-
come the challenge.

In this process, major interna-
tional organizations like the Unit-
ed Nations and the World Health
Organization (WHO) should play
their uniquely important parts.

One other major mission for
countries worldwide is to step up
policy coordination, particularly
in the economic and trade sectors.

Financial chiefs, central bank-
ers and trade regulators across
the world should join their G20
counterparts in coordinating

their stimulus pack-
ages like tax cuts,
investment  plans
and loan guaran-
tees, and facilitating
global free trade so
as to prop up strug-
gling  enterprises,
steady the global
supply chains, in-
ject elements of cer-
tainty into global
markets, and lay a
solid foundation for
a robust rebound
when the pandemic
is defeated.

Last but not least,
countries  world-
wide need to trust
each other, and stop
politicizing the pandemic, as it
would only encourage inaction
and division, harm solidarity and
put global cooperation at risk.

In their joint statement released
after the summit, the G20 leaders
vowed “to do whatever it takes” to
overcome this common threat to
humanity.

It is a call of duty not just to the
world’s top 20 economies, but to
the entire global community. It
is time to put everyone’s hand to
the plough.

Xinhua

UN chief asks for wartime
plan for COVID-19

UNITED NATIONS

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on Thursday
asked the Group of 20 (G20) largest economies of the world
for a “wartime plan” to fight the COVID-19 pandemic.

“We are at war with a virus -- and not winning it,” Guterres
told a virtual summit of G20 leaders. “This war needs a war-
time plan to fight it.”

It took the world three months to reach 100,000 con-
firmed cases of infection. The next 100,000 happened in just
12 days. The third took four days. The fourth, just one and a
half, he noted.

“This is exponential growth and only the tip of the iceberg.”

Solidarity is essential -- among the G20 and with the devel-
oping world, including countries in conflict, he said.

He asked for a coordinated G20 response mechanism,; ef-
forts to minimize the social and economic impact, including
stimulus packages; and a vision for sustainable development
to ensure a healthier recovery of the world economy.

To suppress the transmission of COVID-19 as quickly as
possible must be a common strategy, said Guterres. “It re-
quires a coordinated G20 response mechanism guided by
the WHO (World Health Organization).”

All countries must be able to combine systematic testing,
tracing, quarantining and treatment with restrictions on
movement and contact, aiming to suppress the transmission
of the virus. And they have to coordinate the exit strategy to
keep it suppressed until a vaccine becomes available, he said.

“At the same time, we need massive support to increase
the response capacity of developing countries,” he told G20
leaders.

“The G20 came of age in the 2008 financial crisis. The chal-
lenges before us dwarf those of 2008,” he said.

“While the liquidity of the financial system must be as-
sured, our emphasis must be on the human dimension. We
need to concentrate on people, keeping households afloat
and businesses solvent, able to protect jobs. This will require
a global response reaching double-digit percentages of the
global economy.”

Guterres welcomed infusions of liquidity and social and
economic support in developed countries - with direct
transfer of resources to people and businesses. But he also
asked for a stimulus package to help developing countries
with the same objectives.

Guterres asked for more resources for the International
Monetary Fund and other international financial institu-
tions, a meaningful emission of Special Drawing Rights, coor-
dinated swaps between central banks, and steps to alleviate
debt, such as a waiver of interest payments.

He also appealed for the waiving of sanctions that can un-
dermine countries’ capacity to respond to the pandemic.

Guterres asked G20 leaders to work together to set the
stage for a recovery that builds a more sustainable, inclusive
and equitable economy, guided by the 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable Development.

Tokyo residents stock up to
hunker down for the weekend
TOKYO

LARGE queues formed at supermarkets and stores in
Tokyo yesterday as residents in the Japanese capital pre-
pared for a weekend at home, after the city’s governor
called on them to remain indoors to prevent the spread of
the coronavirus.

Governor Yuriko Koike’s plea on Wednesday to refrain
from non-essential, non-urgent outings through April 12,
and especially this weekend, prompted residents to stock
up on everything from instant noodles and rice to toilet-
ries and fresh produce, despite public-service warnings
against hoarding.

Yuri Inoue, a 31-year-old graphic designer in Tokyo, said
she was one of the “panic buyers”, hoarding food for the
next two weeks to allay concerns from her parents living
outside Tokyo.

“If convenience stores and supermarkets will stay
opened, people should stay calm. The government should
emphasize that point more strongly,” she told Reuters.

In one residential neighbourhood, more than a dozen
people lined up for toilet paper at a local drug store. One
of them, an elderly woman, leaned on her walker as she
held a 10,000-yen (about US$92) note in her hand.

Tokyo governor Koike asked for calm while repeating
her pleas to refrain from weekend public gatherings.

“But I am saying you can go to supermarkets to buy food
or medicines or go to hospitals,” Koike said at a coronavi-
rus meeting for the Tokyo government. Agencies

CHINA was praised by the
international community for
continuous improvement of its
intellectual property (IP) system
at a special meeting of the World
Intellectual Property Organiza-
tion (WIPO) Coordination Com-
mittee held in Geneva, Switzer-
land on March 4 and 5.

The country’s achievements
in the sector has resulted in
constantly enhancing qual-
ity, efficiency and international
influence of its IP protection,
contributing Chinese wisdom to
global IP governance.

Statistics indicated that by
the end of 2019, the number of
invention patent applications
in China had ranked first in
the world for nine consecutive
years.

Meanwhile, the number of
international patent applica-
tions filed by Chinese applicants
under the Patent Cooperation
Treaty (PCT) rose to the second

China has continued improv-
ing innovation capability and

World hails China for efforts on IPR protection

in the world.

China became the first coun-
try in the world that has applied
a total of over one million inven-
tion patents in a single year and
the third country holding over
one million valid patents, after
the U.S. and Japan.

WIPO Director General Fran-
cis Gurry recently described
China’s IP development as a re-
markable journey and a remark-
able story. He said China places
IP at a strategic high level, pays
attention to IP protection in all
economic fields, and has made
remarkable achievements in
promoting the country’s R&D
and innovation.

China has made impressive
efforts and progress in IP pro-
tection, said Alexandre Ribet,
French patent engineer and in-
tellectual property consultant in

A worker is cutting metal wearing a mask at a workshop of an iron-
ware plant in Heshan, a county-level city of Jiangmen in the south-
ern part of Guangdong province, Feb. 13. Photo by People’s Daily

Europe.

He explained that the mea-
sures China has introduced in
recent years, such as promoting
utility model patents with tax

policy, are effective, and have
set good examples for other
countries.

China’s achievements in IP
protection are obvious to all,

said Awoumou, Chargé d’Affaires
of the Permanent Mission of the
Republic of Cameroon to United
Office, the World Trade Organi-
zation and other international
organizations in Geneva.
Awoumou stressed that Chi-
na’s efforts in the field should
be acknowledged in a fair and
objective way. The country has
continually revised and im-
proved relevant laws and regula-
tions on IP protection and rolled
out new policies to strengthen
its capabilities in this respect,
making rapid progress, he said.
In recent years, China has
achieved a series of results in
protecting the legitimate rights
of foreign-funded enterprises,
improving the quality and effi-
ciency of intellectual property
review as well as optimizing the
punitive compensation system.

By strengthening the IP pro-
tection, the country has created
a world-class business environ-
ment and is attracting more and
more foreign enterprises.

China’s ease of doing busi-
ness ranking climbed to 3l1st in
2019 and the country is among
top 10 improvers for a second
consecutive year, according to
Doing Business 2020, an annual
report published by the World
Bank.

The measures taken by the
Chinese  government have
protected and stimulated en-
terprises’ enthusiasm for in-
novation, which are helpful for
both Chinese companies and
foreign companies in China,
said Hanaut Bresson, General
Manager of European Financial
Market Association in Paris.

Bresson pointed out that

provided more incentives and
stronger support for companies
than other countries did, which
has attracted many internation-
al innovative enterprises.

The inter-enterprise coop-
eration on innovation has facili-
tated cooperation among cities,
and further promoted the glob-
al scientific development and
innovative cooperation, Bres-
son added.

Jayanath Colombage, Addi-
tional Secretary to President for
Foreign Relations of Sri Lanka
noted that China has strength-
ened international cooperation
on IP protection by the joint
construction of the Belt and
Road Initiative in recent years.
He believes that the country will
play a bigger part in global 1P
governance.

People’s Daily
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US has most coronavirus cases in the world

WASHINGTON

THE number of US coronavirus
infections climbed above 85,000 on
Thursday, surpassing the national tal-
lies of China and Italy, as New York,
New Orleans and other hot spots faced
a surge in hospitalizations and loom-
ing shortages of supplies, staff and sick
beds.

The country reported 85,840 as of
11:47 pm ET on Thursday (0347 GMT
Friday), according to the Center for
Systems Science and Engineering
(CSSE) at Johns Hopkins University.

The nationwide tally grew after over
10,000 cases were recorded in less
than five hours. The state of New York
has become the epicenter of the coun-
try’s outbreak with nearly 40,000 cas-
es reported. New Jersey and California
have reported 6,876 and 3,802 cases,
respectively, according to the center.

Total COVID-19-linked deaths in the
United States reached 1,296, while at
least 281 of them occurred in New York
and 100 in Kings County of Washing-
ton state.

President Donald Trump told gov-
ernors Thursday in a letter that his
administration will classify regions by
levels of risk for COVID-19 in the next
phase of response to the pandemic.

In the letter, Trump said expanded
testing capabilities in the country
would enable the federal government
to label “high-risk, medium-risk and
low-risk” counties with differentiated
social distancing requirements.

Meanwhile, New York Governor An-
drew Cuomo said the state’s hospitals
will be overwhelmed under almost
any realistic scenario in the coronavi-
rus, as the hardest hit state in the US
reported an additional 100 deaths be-
tween Wednesday and Thursday.

Scarcities of protective masks,
gloves, gowns and eyewear for doctors
and nurses have emerged as a national
problem.

Separately, US Navy officials said
that all 5000 personnel aboard the
aircraft carrier Theodore Roosevelt
will be tested for the coronavirus af-
ter the number of sailors on the ship
who have tested positive for the virus

People stand at a distant from each other as they wait to enter a COVID-19 test-
ing site at The Brooklyn Hospital Center, in New York, on Thursday. AP

increased. The US House of Representatives
As of Thursday, 280 US service will begin a two-hour debate on the

members around the world had tested  US$2.2 trillion coronavirus aid bill on

positive for the coronavirus, including  Friday.

104 from the Navy. EU pledges close cooperation

The European Union (EU) pledged
on Thursday close cooperation in re-
sponse to the novel coronavirus pan-
demic, vowing to address issues rang-
ing from medical supplies to internal
market.

The EU is prioritizing maintaining
open borders for goods to flow and
the hunt for a vaccine against the
coronavirus, European Council Presi-
dent Charles Michel said in a video
conference of EU leaders.

Leaders of the EU and its member
states issued a joint statement after
the conference, recognizing the most
acute priority as “ensuring urgent and
adequate provision of medical equip-
ment throughout the EU”.

The European Commission was
asked to explore ways to speed up the
EU’s joint procurement initiatives for
personal protective equipment, venti-
lators and testing supplies.

The leaders also recognized increas-
ing testing capacities as a matter of
urgency, based on recommendations
from the World Health Organization,
according to the statement. Xinhua

Kremlin demands those who disseminate fake news on coronavirus must face legal punishment

MOsCow

THE Kremlin supports the
law enforcers’ active struggle
against false reports about the
scale of the coronavirus spread
in Russia, Russian presidential
spokesman, Dmitry Peskov told
the media.

“This is absolutely correct
in a situation like this, because
media rumors and fakes often
trigger a rather painful reac-
tion from the people and stoke
tensions, which should be
avoided,” he said. “In such situ-
ations it must be punishable by
law.”

Peskov

(pictured) added

that he knew nothing about
excessively strict measures by
the law enforcers. Comment-
ing on an incident in which a
social network user was fined
300,000 rubles (nearly $4,000)
for spreading allegations the
authorities were purportedly
concealing the real scale of the
coronavirus infection in the re-
gion, the spokesman said that
if it was an open account, then
the incident should be inter-
preted as an attempt to spread
false information in the world
web.

“The law enforcers’ mea-
sures were totally justified,” he
concluded.

Russia’s Investigative Com-
mittee has created a working
group for the prevention of at-
tempts to spread false informa-
tion about the coronavirus (CO-
VID-19) situation in the country.

Dissemination of coronavi-
rus fakes is chargeable under
part 1 of article 237 of the Crim-
inal Code (distortion of infor-
mation about events, facts and
phenomena that pose a threat

to people’s life and health)
and part 4 of article 128.1 of
the Criminal Code (slanderous
statements that a person suf-
fers from a disease posing a
threat to others).

Whilst under part 1 of ar-
ticle 237 of the Criminal Code
those responsible for spread-
ing fakes might face a fine of
up to 300,000 rubles to two
years of compulsory works or
imprisonment, the other ar-
ticle envisages a fine that is ten
times larger.

Thus under part 4 of article
128.1 of the Criminal Code
culprits may be fined up to
3,000,000 rubles ($40,000) or

a three-year wage. Up to 400
hours of mandatory works is an
alternative. An outbreak of the
novel coronavirus-related dis-
ease in central China late last
year has spread to more than
190 countries.

The World Health Organiza-
tion has declared a pandemic.

According to the latest sta-
tistics, more than 549,200
people have contracted the vi-
rus around the world. The dis-
ease has claimed 24,860 lives.
In Russia, 1,036 patients have
been diagnosed with COVID-19.
Forty five have recovered and
been released from hospital.
Three died. Agencies
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Putin urges G20

to lift sanctions on
essential goods due
to COVID-19

MOSCOwW

RUSSIAN President Vladimir Putin
urged Thursday the leaders of the Group
of 20 (G20) to lift all sanctions on sup-
plies of essential goods until the COV-
ID-19 pandemic is under control.

“It is important for the period of crisis
to create the so-called green corridors,
free from trade wars and sanctions for
the mutual supply of medicines, food,
equipment and technology,” Putin said,
addressing the G20 virtual summit, ac-
cording to an official Kremlin transcript.

According to Putin, ideally, a joint mor-
atorium should be introduced on restric-
tions on essential goods, as well as finan-
cial transactions for their procurement.

Putin said that problems associated
with the new pandemic may result in
more widespread shocks than the fi-
nancial crisis of 20082009, and trade
conflicts and sanctions exacerbate the
recession.

He said G20 countries need a common
plan of action to stabilize the situation,
support economies and restore confi-
dence in world markets.

Global international organizations do
not have a mechanism for automatic sta-
bilization in the event of a crisis, so it is
necessary to reorganize them efficiently
and as soon as possible, Putin said.

He said that it is necessary to ensure
access to financing for countries that are
hit by the pandemic and experiencing
resource shortages.

For this purpose he proposed to cre-
ate a special fund under the auspices of
the International Monetary Fund (IMF),
financed primarily by the central banks,
which are issuers of currencies included
in the IMF basket.

Then the right may be granted to any
IMF member to borrow from this fund
in proportion to its share in the world
economy at a zero rate for the long term,
Putin said. Agencies

Wuhan no longer at ‘high risk’ of coronavirus outbreak Canada attacks ‘damaging’ Trump
plan to deploy troops at border

WUHAN/BEIJING

WUHAN has had its coronavi-
rus risk evaluation downgraded
from “high risk” to “medium
risk,” a local health official sat at
a press conference yesterday.

The coronavirus risk evalua-
tion for five districts of Xinzhou,
Huangpi, Jiangxia, Caidian and
Dongxihu have been further
lowered to “low risk,” said Liu
Dongru, deputy head of the pro-
vincial health commission, who
declared the transmission of
the coronavirus epidemic in the
main battlefield in Wuhan, the
hardest-hit city by the virus, has
been “basically blocked.”

Wuhan only reported one
newly confirmed case of the
novel coronavirus disease since
March 18.

The health commission of Hu-
bei, where Wuhan is the capital,
said yesterday the province also
registered zero increase in new
COVID-19 cases on Thursday.

Hubei saw 5 newly reported
deaths, four of which were in
Wuhan.

No new suspected cases were
reported Thursday in the prov-
ince.

Hubei so far reported a total of
67,801 COVID-19 confirmed cas-
es, including 50,006 in Wuhan.

The province saw 530 patients
discharged from hospital after
recovery Thursday. Among the
2,896 patients being treated in
hospital, 754 were still in severe

AS Chinese children’s literature
works and picture books are gain-
ing more and more foreign read-
ers in recent years, international
awards in this field are no longer
something new to the Chinese
writers and illustrators.

Lately, the book White Fox by
Chinese author Chen Jiatong was
listed by Financial Times as one of
the best children’s books in 2019.

White Fox is the first Chinese
children’s book introduced to the
UK by world-renowned publisher
Barry Cunningham, the man who
discovered JK Rowling and other
excellent authors.

Cunningham spoke highly of
the book, saying that it attracts
readers from all over the world
with the Chinese narrative,
compelling content and exquisite
character design, as well as the hu-

Staff members check the body temperature of a worker at a con-
struction site in Wuhan, central China’s Hubei province, on Thursday.

XINHUA

condition and another 245 in
critical condition, according to
the commission.

Naionwide, the  National
Health Commission said Friday
it received reports of 55 new con-
firmed COVID-19 cases on the
Chinese mainland on Thursday,
of which 54 were imported.

A new domestic case was re-
ported in Zhejiang province, the
commission said.

Of the imported cases, 17
were reported in Shanghai, 12 in
Guangdong province, and four in
Beijing and Tianjin respectively.
The Inner Mongolia autonomous
region, Zhejiang province and
Fujian province each reported
three cases. Shandong and Yun-
nan provinces both reported
two.

The provinces of Liaoning,
Jiangsu, Sichuan and Shaanxi

each reported one. By the end
of Thursday, 595 imported cases
had been reported, according to
the commission.

Also on Thursday, five deaths
and 49 new suspected cases
were reported on the mainland,
according to the commission.

On Thursday, 537 people were
discharged from the hospital af-
ter recovery, while the number
of severe cases decreased by 201
to 1,034.

The overall confirmed cases
on the mainland had reached
81,340 by the end of Thursday,
including 3,460 patients who
were still being treated, 74,588
patients who had been dis-
charged after recovery, and 3,292
people who died of the disease.

The commission said that 189
people were still suspected of be-
ing infected with the virus.

The commission added that
16,005 close contacts were still
under medical observation. On
Thursday, 837 people were re-
leased from medical observa-
tion.

By the end of Thursday, 453
confirmed cases including four
deaths had been reported in the
Hong Kong Special Administra-
tive Region (SAR), 33 confirmed
cases in the Macao SAR, and 252
in Taiwan including two deaths.

A total of 110 patients in Hong
Kong, 10 in Macao and 29 in Tai-
wan had been discharged from
the hospital after recovery.

Xinhua

OTTAWA/WASHINGTON

CANADA on  Thursday
slammed a US proposal to de-
ploy troops along their unde-
fended border to help fight the
spread of the coronavirus, say-
ing the idea was unnecessary
and would damage relations.

The uncompromising com-
ments were a surprise, since
Ottawa has enjoyed smooth
relations with US President
Donald Trump’s administra-
tion over the past 18 months.
Last week, the two nations
agreed to close the border to
non-essential travel to ease the
outbreak’s strain on health sys-
tems.

The Wall Street Journal re-
ported on Thursday evening
that Washington had dropped
consideration of the plan, cit-
ing an unnamed US official.
Reuters could not immediately
confirm the report.

Canadian Deputy Prime Min-
ister Chrystia Freeland had
made clear the Liberal govern-
ment had no time for a plan to
send hundreds of troops to the
border to boost security.

“Canada is strongly opposed
to this US proposal and we
have made that opposition
very, very clear ... this is an en-
tirely unnecessary step which
we would view as damaging to

Canada’s Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland speaks during
a news conference on Parliament Hill March 18, 2020 in Ottawa,

Ontario. AFP

our relationship,” Freeland told
a news conference.

“The public health situation
does not require such action,”
she said, noting Washington
had yet to take a final decision.

Speaking at the White House,
Trump appeared to lack details
on the possible troop deploy-
ment and said he would look
into the matter.

He said it would be “equal
justice” since the US military
had deployed to play a support
role on the border with Mexico.

A US official familiar with the
matter said that US Customs
and Border Protection was
stressed on the northern bor-
der because virtually all patrol
officers and border crossing of-
ficials were shifted to the south-

ern border, where they are sup-
plemented by a brigade from
the 101st Airborne Division, a
Marine battalion and National
Guard personnel.

The Canada-US  border
stretches 8,891 km and is a
crossing point for one of the
world’s largest bilateral trading
relationships.

Canadian Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau said earlier that
Ottawa was in touch with US
authorities and would adjust
border security measures if
needed.

The United States now has
the most coronavirus cases in
the world, with over 82,000
infections and more than 1,200
deaths.

Agencies

Chinese children’s books get more overseas exposure

morous and warm description.

China has 367 million readers
under the age of 18, and nearly
900 million books are printed ev-
ery year. Chinese parents pay high
attention to and have a huge de-
mand for children’s books, so the
Chinese market has a big appetite
for high-quality products, and the
industry was massively introduc-
ing foreign children’s books.

Bai Bing, editor-in-chief of
China’s Jieli Publishing House, said
by importing copyrights, Chi-
nese writers and the publishing
industry have learned a lot and
progressed quickly. Now, Chinese
children’s books have seen a huge
improvement in quality, he added.

In 2016, Chinese novelist Cao

Wenxuan won the Hans Christian
Andersen Award. In June 2019,
Chinese author Liu Xianping won
the Honorary Award at the Bianki
International Literature Awards
with his novel Lonely Elk King.

In October the same year, Zhu
Chengliang, a Chinese author and
illustrator of children’s books,
won the Golden Apple Award
at the 27th Biennale of Tllustra-
tions Bratislava (BIB) 2019 for his
picture book Don’t Let the Sun
Fall, becoming the fifth Chinese
author to win the world’s earliest
non-commercial international
illustrators’ award sponsored by
the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion (UNESCO).

The BIB is sponsored by the
United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO). It is the world's earliest
non-commercial international
illustrators’ award and Zhu is the
fifth Chinese author to win the
award.

Last year, a publishing house
in Slovakia inked an agreement
with the Encyclopedia of China
Publishing House, agreeing to in-
troduce the latter’s encyclopedia
of space for children. The Slova-
kian institute hailed the book for
its solid and reliable content and
high quality after it invited senior
scientific publishers to review the
book.

The success of Chinese chil-

dren’s books relies on excellent
writing and design, as well as
diversified Chinese-foreign coop-
eration.

The Chinese children’s book
publishing industry has gained
more confidence as a large
number of high-quality works are
being produced.

“Now, we fully follow interna-
tionally recognized copyright
rules in introducing our children’s
books to overseas markets. We are
ready to have our books tested in
markets,” said Ma Lina, director of
the center on international coop-
eration of Encyclopedia of China
Publishing House.

At international book fairs
such as the Bologna Children’s

Book Fair in Italy, Frankfurt Book
Fair in Germany, and Abu Dhabi
International Book Fair, exhibition
booths of Chinese children’s book
publishers are attracting atten-
tion from more and more foreign
exhibitors.

The Beijing-based Daylight
Publishing House is now working
with Norwegian publisher Svein
Stgrksen on a China-Norway
picture book co-creation project.
Each side will invite three authors
and three illustrators to work on
the project.

The six people will work in
pairs to create six picture books,
which will be simultaneously pub-
lished in the two countries.

According to Zhang Yuntao,

editor-in-chief of Daylight Publish-
ing House, the cooperation helps
them gain a deeper understand-
ing of the Norwegian market and
the needs of its readers, and they
can also learn something from the
foreign publisher’s creation and
operation.

“We have introduced our
products to the foreign market,
and now we need to go deeper,”
Zhang said.

By jointly creating picture
books, the two sides can deepen
exchanges and cultural coopera-
tion.

This international cooperation
could gather the advantages of
both sides for deeper exploration
of the international market, the
Norwegian publisher said.

People’s Daily
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Kevin Durant

In sports, coronavirus shows
no respect for stars or youth

PARIS

HIGH-LEVEL sports was one of the
first social activities shut down by the
coronavirus pandemic and many athletes,
who play in front of crowds and train with
team-mates, have been among the high-
profile victims.

While only one sports personality, the
76-year-old former Real Madrid president,
Lorenzo Sanz, has so far died, those
infected spread across the age range and
the sporting spectrum, with clusters in
Italian football, the NBA and cycling.

The numbers could be higher because
not all clubs are testing.

Valladolid in the Spanish Liga rejected
test kits saying they should be used on those
who need them.

The NBA’s Golden State Warriors said they
would only test players with symptoms.

“We're treating ourselves like people,
which is what we are,” said general manager
Bob Myers. “We're just a basketball team.”

Here, AFP Sport looks at some of the most
high-profile cases.

-- Sanz, who died on March 21, was in
charge of Real Madrid from 1995-2000,
overseeing two Champions League titles.

“My father has just passed away. He did
not deserve this ending and in this way,”
tweeted his son, Lorenzo Sanz junior.

-- On March 17, while the International
Olympic Committee and local organisers
were still insisting the Tokyo Games
would go ahead as scheduled this summer,
Japan Olympic Committee deputy chief
Kozo Tashima said he had contracted
coronavirus.

“I have a mild fever. Examinations showed
a symptom of pneumonia, but I'm fine,” the
62-year-old Tashima said in a statement,
issued via the Japan Football Association,
which he also heads.

-- Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta tested
positive for COVID-19. The English Premier
League was suspended the day after the
Gunners announced Arteta had tested
positive.

As aresult of the Spaniard’s diagnosis, the
Arsenal squad were sent into self-isolation
for 14 days.

-- Callum Hudson-Odoi, the 19-year-old
Chelsea and England winger on March 13
became the first Premier League player to
test positive.

The club said at the time that the teenager
was “doing well.”

-- Among other young, rising, stars to
catch the virus is 20-year-old Brazilian
tennis player Thiago Seyboth Wild who
announced on Wednesday that he had
tested positive.

He said he started feeling ill “about 10
days ago.”

That came after a globe-trotting period
typical of the tennis circuit.

On March 1, Seyboth Wild won his first
ATP title in Santiago Chile. The following
week he played in a Davis Cup tie in
Adelaide, Australia.

“I really don’t think he’s the only player
who has it,” former player Lindsey
Davenport told Tennis Channel. “We have

so many players all over the world.”

-- Former NBA season MVP, Kevin Durant,
a 3l-year-old forward former NBA most
valuable player,is one of four Brooklyn Nets
players to have tested positive. The forward
had been sitting out the season recovering
from an Achilles injury.

- Utah Jazz star Rudy Gobert tested
positive for the virus. The Frenchman had
to apologise after pointedly touching every
microphone and voice recorder on a table
in front of him at a media conference, only
to then test positive for COVID-19.

- Defender Daniele Rugani at Italian
champions Juventus was the first player
from Italy’s Serie A to test positive.

Since then, team-mates Blaise Matuidi,
a World Cup winner with France, and star
striker Paulo Dybala have tested positive.

Former AC Milan defender Paolo
Maldini, another World Cup winner, and his
footballer son Daniel announced they were
positive.

- Six players at Sampdoria, Bartosz
Bereszynski, Albin Ekdal, Morten Thorsby,
Antonio La Gumina, Manolo Gabbiadini
and Fabio Depaoli, along with team doctor
Amedo Baldari, have tested positive. But
team-mate Omar Colley said reports that he
had tested positive were wrong.

-- In Spain, centre-backs Ezequiel Garay
from Argentina and Frenchman Eliaquim
Mangala are among five cases.

-- In Germany, Luca Kilian is among four
known cases in the Bundesliga but the
news is good for the 20-year-old Paderborn
defender. The club’s sporting director,
Martin Przondziono, told German media
Kilian “had two days of real trouble, with
fever and chills, but he’s better now.”

-- ‘Understand the bump’ -

Sean Payton, the long-time head
coach of the New Orleans Saints in the
NFL, announced March 19 that he has
coronavirus.

“If people understand the curve, and
understand the bump, we can easily work
together as a country to reduce it,” 56-year-
old Peyton, who led the Saints to their only
Super Bowl victory in 2009.

- Another iconic coach, Fatih Terim,
66-year-old manager of Istanbul football
giants Galatasaray, has tested positive.

-- Belgian midfielder Marouane Fellaini,
the former Manchester United and Everton
midfielder who is with Shandong Luneng
Taishan in China also reported that he had
tested positive.

-- Former England cricketer Alex Hales
self-isolated after showing symptoms. Two
other England cricketers, Tom Curran and
Jade Dernbach, who had gone out to play
darts with Hales to celebrate Curran’s 25th
birthday, also self-isolated.

-- The first sportspeople to be hit by the
virus were at cycling’s UAE Tour in late
February. One of the victims, Colombian
rider Fernando Gaviria tweeted on March
12: “I'm okay and I'm feeling good”. But as
recently as Monday, cycling media were
reporting that he was one of eight people
still quarantined in a hospital in Abu Dhabi.

AFP

Weeks of anguish and a ‘black box’ - Inside
Tokyo’s decision to delay the Olympics

TOKYO/LAUSANNE

FFICIALS in charge

of staging Tokyo’s

Olympic  Games

crowded around
a low table inside Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe’s residence
late Tuesday, wincing as they
spoke by phone with the head
of the International Olympic
Committee (I0C).

Minutes later, Abe emerged
to inform a gaggle of reporters
that he had just spoken with
Thomas Bach, the I0C’s presi-
dent, and that they had agreed
to officially delay the Tokyo
Olympics.

The evening call between
Abe and Bach concluded days
and weeks of negotiations be-
tween Tokyo and Lausanne,
where the I0C is based, and
came after repeated public
denials by Japanese officials
that a pandemic might derail
the Games.

Through interviews with
more than a dozen people
involved in the process over
recent weeks, Reuters has
pieced together an account
of the frenetic days that led to
Tuesday’s announcement.

It was an extraordinary
turnaround for an Olympics
that was expected to be held
without major issues by a
country known for public
safety and economic stability.
It also revealed a fatal miscal-
culation by Japanese and 10C
officials of public sentiment
at a time of heightened fears
over the coronavirus.

In the days leading up to
the decision, organizers of the
Games were under pressure
from major players in global
SpOrts: sponsors wanting up-
dates on event plans, power-
ful sports federations worried
about athlete safety, and Japa-
nese officials seeking to main-
tain a united front to support
the 2020 Games.

But ultimately, it was the
growing chorus of concerns
from famous athletes and na-
tions under lockdown that
sunk Tokyo’s hopes to hold
the Olympics as planned in
July, according to senior offi-
cials at the IOC and on Tokyo’s
organising committee.

Japan’s government did not
respond to an emailed request
for comment.

BREWING TROUBLE

The first inkling of trou-
ble came in February as the
coronavirus began to spread
outside of China, where it
emerged late last year.

When asked on Feb 14 about
the rising number of cases in
China, John Coates, a mem-
ber of the IOCs Coordina-
tion Commission for Tokyo,
brushed off questions from
reporters about contingency
plans, saying the country had
been able to monitor its ath-
letes “since day one”. Most of
them had been preparing for

FILE PHOTO: Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, President of the Tokyo 2020 Organizing Committee Yoshiro Mori, Tokyo
Governor Yuriko Koike, Olympic Minister Seiko Hashimoto and Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga attend a telephone
conference with International Olympic Committee (I0C) President Thomas Bach (not pictured) at Abe’s official residence in
Tokyo, Japan March 24, 2020, in this photo released by Japan’s Cabinet Public Relations Office via Kyodo. Mandatory credit
Japan's Cabinet Public Relations Office via Kyodo/via REUTERS

the Games overseas and would
therefore not need to be quaran-
tined on arrival in Japan, he said.

A few weeks later, after Abe had
taken the unprecedented step of
closing schools across the coun-
try, Yoshiro Mori, the head of
the 2020 organising committee,
spoke in unusually blunt terms
when asked by a reporter about
making changes to the Olympic
schedule.

“I'm not God so I don’t know,”
he said on March 4.

But behind the scenes in early
March, government and central
bank officials in Japan were al-
ready weighing the risk of cancel-
lation as they drafted projections
for this year’s economic outlook,
sources with direct knowledge of
the matter said.

Japanese corporate sponsors
who had spent a record $3 bil-
lion (2.46 billion pounds) to par-
ticipate in the Olympics were also
growing increasingly anxious as
the number of virus cases ticked
upward, according to multiple
sources at various companies.

Those corporations, already
holding regular meetings with or-
ganizers to discuss the evolving
situation, privately voiced con-
cern about flip-flopping public
messages coming from officials,
representatives from half a dozen
sponsors said.

Various sponsors involved in
the talks felt hamstrung in the
chaotic situation, saying they had
not been given assurances about
what would happen to funds they
had contributed to the Olympics
if there was a cancellation or
postponement, they said.

“We’ve already spent a lot of
money on Olympics-related mar-
keting campaigns and pre-Games
events, and we are not going to
get the money back,” said one
source at a major Japanese spon-
sor. She said employees involved
in the event were “floored” upon
hearing Abe’s remarks.

A representative at another
Japanese sponsor said they still
had not heard specifics about the

delayed Games.

Another official at a top-tier
Japanese sponsor said it seemed
as if decisions were being made
in “a black box”.

In an emailed response to Re-
uters’ questions, Tokyo 2020 or-
ganizers said they were unable
to disclose details of individual
contracts with sponsors for con-
fidentiality reasons.

“We are reviewing all individ-
ual aspects of the postponement
of the Games and will announce
information as soon as possible,”
the committee said.

On March 16, Abe held a video
conference with leaders from
the Group of Seven nations and
used it to lay the groundwork for
a postponement of the Olympics,
a government source close to Abe
said.

Abe had already spoken to U.S.
President Donald Trump after
the American leader referred to a
one-year postponement.

By that time, Japanese Olympic
officials had realized the event
could not go on as planned in
July, but they could not talk about
it publicly, a senior official at the
organising committee told Re-
uters.

Two days after the G7 call, it
was announced that the deputy
head of the Japanese Olympic
Committee tested positive for the
coronavirus.

Kozo Tashima, who also heads
the country’s football associa-
tion, attended a meeting with
Mori and other influential lead-
ers of Tokyo 2020 a week prior.

“It was definitely the moment
it all became real for us,” a Japa-
nese national committee official
said.

By mid-March, the number of
deaths caused by the coronavi-
rus had more than quadrupled
to 7,980 worldwide from a month
prior. The death toll is now over
22,000.

Meanwhile in Lausanne, sourc-
es familiar with deliberations
within the IOC said Bach and oth-
er officials had underestimated

the tide of public opinion turn-
ing against the event.

When asked for comment
from Bach, the IOC’s press office
did not respond to specific ques-
tions and directed Reuters to a
transcript of a recent conference
call in which he said that the de-
cision to postpone the Games
was based on “the developments
with the dynamic spreading of
the coronavirus”.

The I0C asked various na-
tional Olympic committees over
the weekend to open up training
centres so their athletes could
prepare for Tokyo, the sources in
Lausanne said, even as countries
like Germany and Spain were
sealing borders and ordering
large-scale lockdowns.

Representatives from some of
the countries had tried explain-
ing to Bach how it wasn’t pos-
sible for their athletes to train,
citing travel restrictions and cur-
fews, they said.

“But Bach was only thinking
about holding the Games in July
as planned,” one of those sourc-
es said.

Bach, who was a lawyer by
profession before ascending to
the top I0C position in 2013, told
The New York Times on March
19 that the Olympics were four
and a half months away, and that
speculation on alternate plans
was “premature”.

But on Sunday, the sources
said the IOC called an emergen-
cy meeting of its executive board
after more athletes began voic-
ing health concerns.

The IOC initially hoped the
board meeting might “buy it a bit
more time,” one of the sources
said.

A Canadian 10C member, Dick
Pound, said Tokyo and the Olym-
pic committee weren't ready to
make the decision until they saw
the “logarithmic increase” in cas-
es in the United States and else-
where, which contrasted with
more settled conditions in Japan
and China.

REUTERS

Tendulkar digs deep for India’s coronavirus fight

MUMBAI

BATTING great Sachin Ten-
dulkar has contributed 5 million
rupees (54,967.59 pounds) to In-
dia’s fight against the coronavirus
outbreak, a source close to the
former cricketer has confirmed.

Tendulkar, who also took part
in Australia’s bushfire charity
game in February, contributed 2.5
million rupees each to his state
government of Maharashtra and
the Prime Minister’s relief fund,
the source told Reuters.

The 46-year-old remains the
world’s leading run-scorer in
tests and one-day internationals,
with more than 34,000 runs and
100 centuries. His 24-year career
ended in 2013.

India has confirmed 724 infec-
tions, of which 17 have died. Glob-

ally, over 24,000 have died from
the virus, according to a Reuters
tally.

India has announced a lock-
down of 21 days until April 14 to
fight the virus, which emerged
in China late last year and has
brought sporting events around
the world to a halt.

The fate of the popular Indian
Premier League Twenty20 tour-
nament, which was scheduled to
being at the end of the month,
remains unclear. It has already
been postponed until April 15 at
the earliest.

While India’s cricket board
(BCCI), the richest cricket organ-
isation in the world, has yet to an-
nounce any donations to the fight
against the outbreak, its state
units have come forward to help

the national and regional govern-
ments.

The Mumbai Cricket Associa-
tion gave 5 million rupees, the
Saurashtra Cricket Association
donated 4.2 million while the
Cricket Association of Bengal
contributed 2.5 million.

“Mumbai Cricket Association
will support the Govt. of Maha-
rashtra in any way possible in its
fight against this pandemic,” the
association said.

BCCI chief and former captain
Sourav Ganguly has promised to
provide free rice worth 5 million
rupees to those in need.

A number of Indian cricketers,
including national team captain
Virat Kohli, have also reached
out to their followers on social
media, urging them to not leave

their homes for three weeks as
mandated by the country’s gov-
ernment.

Kohli and actress wife Anushka
Sharma have a combined 142 mil-
lion followers on Twitter and In-
stagram.

“These are testing times and we
need to wake up to the serious-
ness of this situation,” Kohli said
in a video message.

“Please let us all follow what’s
been told to us and stand united,
please. It’s a plea to everyone.
Stay at home and save your fam-
ily from coronavirus.”

Athletes from other disciplines
have also made financial contri-
butions while some have pledged
their salaries to the government
to provide relief measures.

REUTERS
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Club sacks players who
refused coronavirus pay cut

BRUSSELS

SWISS side FC Sion have sacked
nine first-team players after they
refused to take a pay cut due to
the coronavirus outbreak, with the
head of the Swiss players’ union
(SAFP) calling the club’s the deci-
sion “outrageous”.

Like football around the world,
the Swiss league has been brought
to a standstill, depriving clubs of
much of their income for possibly
several months.

Sion dismissed nine players, tell-
ing Reuters in an email that they
had refused to be put on part-time
work in accordance with govern-
ment directives.

“It's not acceptable to behave
like that,” SAFP president Lucien
Valloni told Reuters.

“If a crisis appears, you have to
look after your employees and not
put a gun to their head and tell
them they have 24 hours to decide
on a [wage] areduction or not, and
then if they say no -- which is their
right -- they are sacked. That is re-
ally outrageous.”

Valloni said it was premature to
consider salary cuts and that clubs
should look for more wide-ranging
solutions.

“I think it was a bad sign, a wrong
sign, and not a sign for solidarity,”
he added. “Even before Sion did
that, we were looking to find a so-
lution for everybody and players
were ready to help the clubs but

salary reduction is premature.”

Club president Christian Con-
stantin said after the sackings that
“there is no point in me keeping
players who don’t want to make an
effort when everyone else has to
make an effort.”

“I told them that their [reduced]
wage is practically the salary of
two or three nurses working hard
to save lives today,” he added.

Constantin  has  employed
around 40 coaches since he took
over the club in 2003, including
himself for a short stint.

Sion were kicked out of the Eu-
ropa League in 2011 for fielding an
ineligible player and banned from
European football for a year in
2018 over a transfer debt with an-
other club.

In the same year Constantin was
banned for 14 months, later re-
duced to nine, for slapping a tele-
vision pundit.

“I was shocked and the players
were shocked as well, even though
it is Mr. Constantin and FC Sion.....
this was something which topped
everything we have seen before,”
Valloni said.

He pointed out that players were
still working even without playing
matches.

“They have individual training
programmes, so they work from
home...but they are still working,
so why should they not be paid?”
Valloni added.

(Agencies)

Bernabeu, Maracana used
to combat coronavirus

MADRID

MADRID’s Santiago Bernabeu sta-
dium and Rio de Janeiro’s Maracana
sports complex are being used to
their respective countries’ efforts
to stem the coronavirus crisis.

Real Madrid’s home stadium will
be utilized as a makeshift storage
facility as Spain faces an uphill
battle against the pandemic, the
club announced on Thursday in
conjunction with the country’s Su-
perior Sports Council.

Following confirmation that Real
Madrid will donate much-needed
medical equipment to hospitals in
the Spanish capital, the club has
handed control of the Bernabeu
to the Higher Council for Sports
(CSD), which will manage the sta-
dium’s use as a storage centre for
medical equipment and supplies
during the crisis.

“Thanks to the close collabora-
tion between these two institutions
[CSD and Real Madrid], the stadium
will become an adapted space to
store donations of healthcare sup-
plies destined to fight this pandem-
ic,” the CSD said in a statement.

Home to Real Madrid since 1944,
the Bernabeu has hosted the 1982
World Cup final and several UEFA
Champions League finals.

Spain is second only to Italy in
numbers of deaths due to the vi-
rus, with the toll passing 4,000 on
Thursday. Over 56,000 people have
so far tested positive for the corona-
virus in the country. The lockdown
in Spain is expected to be extended
once the initial 15-day measure is
completed this weekend.

Meanwhile, Brazilian authorities
will use the Maracana, which in-
cludes the world famous football
stadium, as a temporary hospital to
help fight coronavirus.

As cases of coronavirus have
spread in Brazil, reaching over
2,900 on Thursday, state authori-
ties have sought sports venues for
use as temporary hospitals.

Seventy-seven people have died
from the disease, although Presi-
dent Jair Bolsonaro has repeatedly
downplayed the severity of the ill-
ness, comparing it to a “little flu.”

At the state level, governors have
been implementing lockdowns and
trying to expand medical facilities,
even as Bolsonaro harshly criticizes
them for what he has described as
an unnecessary slowdown of Latin
America’s largest economy.

The Maracana will join Sao Pau-
lo’s Pacaembu stadium and the
Mane Garrincha stadium in Brasilia
as they are converted into tempo-
rary health facilities. Brazil’s foot-
ball federation has suspended the
current season of the country’s na-
tional tournament due to the out-
break.

The Rio stadium held the 2014
FIFA World Cup final as well as the
opening and closing ceremonies of
the 2016 Olympic Games. It was in-
augurated for the 1950 FIFA World
Cup and is among the largest ven-
ues in the world.

Rio de Janeiro authorities said
they had yet to decide how many
beds the Maracana would hold. It
was also unclear whether the tem-
porary hospital would be built on
the soccer playing field itself or
elsewhere in the sports complex,
which is also home to a track and
field stadium and an aquatic park.

Overall, Rio de Janeiro’s state,
Brazil’'s second most populous, ex-
pects to build six temporary hospi-
tals.

(Agencies)

Nomore €100m transfers after virus - Hoeness

BERLIN

FORMER Bayern Munich presi-
dent Uli Hoeness has said football
will never be the same following
the coronavirus crisis and sug-
gested there will be no transfers in
excess of €100 million in the near
future.

Like almost every league around
the world, the Bundesliga is brac-
ing for the economic impact of the
coronavirus crisis. The two top
flights are suspended until early
April, but with the clubs likely to
follow a recommendation of the
league’s chair, the suspension is set
to be extend until April 30 at a gen-
eral meeting next week.

The income of German clubs
stands on three pillars -- ticketing,
broadcasting and sponsoring --
with the former making up 12.9% of
the total revenue according to the
DFL economy report 2020, pub-
lished in February. Sponsoring and
broadcasting add up to 57.9% and
numbers could significantly drop
as football has come to a standstill.

“It all stands and falls with the
fact if we can play again this sea-
son,” Hoeness, who left his post as
Bayern president in November, told
kicker. “Games without fans still
guarantee the distribution of TV in-
come and if that happens there will
not be any existential problems for
the 2019-20 season.

Lessons from China as coronavirus-
hit football faces difhicult return

SHANGHAI

WITH nagging concerns about
coronavirus sweeping through teams
and players scattered across the
world, unable or hesitant to return,
China is finding that restarting
football is no simple matter.

The problems faced by China, one
of the first countries to suspend
football and the epicentre of the
pandemic, could be a glimpse into
the future for other leagues called off
around the world.

The Chinese Super League (CSL)
was a harbinger of the collapse
of global sport when officials
announced in January that the
February 22 start date had been
indefinitely postponed.

Last week there were claims that
with the peak of coronavirus -- which
emerged in China in December --
seemingly over in the country, the
CSL could start on April 18. May 2 was
also mentioned.

But then came the first confirmed
coronavirus case in Chinese football,
a Brazilian in the second tier, one of
a wave of imported cases that has
put China on alert for a second virus
emergency.

And on Sunday former Manchester
United midfielder Marouane Fellaini,
now with Shandong Luneng, said he
had tested positive, becoming the
first known case in the CSL.

On Thursday the respected Soccer
News said the season has now been
pushed back to late May or early June.

However, tough  government
restrictions announced later
Thursday that partially seal off China,

The Chinese Super League has been suspended indefinitely (AFP Photo)

international
flights and barring
foreigners, throw even
those dates into question.

Suggestions that
basketball, the other major
sport in China, could
restart in early April have
also fizzled out, dealing
a blow to government
attempts to portray China
as getting back to normal.

“If more cases occur in
the future, the date of the
Chinese Super League
restart will be postponed
again,” Soccer News
warned.

Both Fellaini -- one of the
biggest names in Chinese

reducing

football -- and Brazilian
forward Dorielton tested
positive for the coronavirus

after  returning  from
abroad.
- Bakambu’s baby
dilemma -
Foreign leagues

suspended by coronavirus
will be watching how the
CSL fares in getting off the
ground, but the lingering
threat of infections is not
the only barrier.

Chinese  teams are
training for the new
campaign but numerous
foreign players and

coaches are still in their
home nations and face

being locked out the
country.
Late Thursday, China

slashed the number of
international flights and
said that even foreigners
with valid visas and
resident permits will be
blocked from entering
after midnight Saturday.
Some of the CSLUs
most expensive players,
including the Brazilians
Oscar, Hulk and Paulinho,
face a race against time.
With global travel badly
disrupted, wealthier clubs
could charter planes to
fetch their foreign stars.
But it appears inevitable

that some will miss the
Saturday deadline.

Those that do return
will then need to go into
isolation for a fortnight
in case they are infected,
adding another delay.

They would then need
time to get fit for the
rigours of a condensed
campaign.

Congolese striker Cedric
Bakambu gave an insight
into the dilemmas players
confront balancing their
professional and personal
obligations at a worrying
time.

The 28-year-old has
been ordered back to CSL
runners-up Beijing Guoan,
which would mean leaving
his heavily pregnant wife
behind in France.

Bakambu said that
even though China is now
considered safer than
Europe, overseas players
in China face the prospect
of not seeing their families
for several months if they
go back -- he risks missing
the birth of his second
child.

“Knowing that I must
leave without knowing
when 1 can come back to
see my son and my wife,
who is due to give birth
in a month, this is what is
most difficult to live with,”
he told LEquipe.

AFP

How Belarus is fighting the coronavirus: Vodka first, football second

BY ARTUR PETROSYAN, ESPN.COM WRITER

BELARUSIAN football is not some-
thing even the most fanatical game
lovers across the globe have been
following over the years. Belarus is
ranked 32nd out of 56 UEFA member
associations, between Liechtenstein
and Israel, while the national team --
ranked 87th, between Haiti and Zam-
bia, in the FIFA World Ranking -- has
never qualified for any major tourna-
ments. (The best effort: finishing third
in their World Cup qualifying group,
two points shy of reaching the play-
offs... in 2002.)

Yet it does get into the world’s news
feed from time to time, albeit for dif-
ferent reasons. Like, in 2012, when
Brendan Rodgers’ Liverpool travelled
to play a Europa League tie against
FC Gomel, the players, staff and trav-
eling fans were advised to abstain
from drinking tap water, as the city of
Gomel is 70 miles north of Chernobyl
and certain actions could still have
consequences. Or, in 2018, when Diego
Maradona was paraded in a huge mili-
tary vehicle at the stadium before be-
ing unveiled as the new Dinamo Brest
chairman.

These days, Belarus has centre stage,
drawing the attention of any football
fan from all over the world. The rea-
son is simple: Belarus is the only coun-
try on the European continent that
continues to play football during the
coronavirus crisis. Why? Because Alek-
sandr Lukashenko, the president of
the country and a man often referred
to as the “last dictator in Europe,” said
so. (The other leagues still in action,
for now, are Nicaragua, Turkmenistan,
Burundi and Myanmar.)

“[Coronavirus] is just another psy-
chosis, which will benefit some people
and harm others,” he said last week.
“The civilised world is going nuts. It is
absolute stupidity to close state bor-
ders. The panic can hurt us more than
the virus itself.”

To add to that, he suggested that in-
stead of panicking “like those in West-
ern Europe,” one should have 40-50
grams of vodka daily, go to a banya
[Russian sauna] two to three times a
week and keep working on a farm, as
“tough work and a tractor can cure
anything.”

There was not much doubt that in
a country where people follow the
president’s instructions -- they have
little choice -- everything went on as
usual and the 2020 Belarusian Premier
League season began last Thursday as
planned, with Energetik-BGU defeat-
ing BATE Borisov 3-1in the highlight of

The Belarusian Premier League kicked off the 2020 season defiantly last weekend, earning the
dubious honor of being one of just five leagues in action across the globe. (Agencies)

the round.

“On the one hand, of
course, we are all wary of
this, seeing what is hap-
pening in the world,” FC
Isloch head coach Vitaly
Zhukovsky told ESPN. “But
on the other hand, in our
country of 10 million peo-
ple, during all this time
there have only been 86
infected and not a single
fatal outcome. You have to
agree that these figures are
pretty impressive and can-
not be compared to other
countries.”

“I do trust our health
care system,” Valery Isaev,
one of the top football
agents in the country, told
ESPN. “I trust it way more
than those of neighbouring
countries, including Russia
and Ukraine. Of course, I
do worry about my family,
my players [15 in the Be-
larusian Premier League]

and their families, but
we’ve been assured there
is no critical situation and
no state of emergency in
Belarus, and I trust this in-
formation.”

Among the players, how-
ever, the attitude is slightly
different from the one
mentioned above.

“There is no panic in the
team, but surely all of us
hear and see what’s hap-
pening in the world and
it does get in our heads,”
said Isloch midfielder San-
dro Tsveiba, son of the
former Soviet star Akhrik
Tsveiba, the only person
who played for four differ-
ent national teams (USSR,
CIS, Ukraine and Russia).
“Not much has changed on
the pitch, but we no lon-
ger shake hands, just fist
bump each other. Oh, and
we cough and sneeze in
the dressing room, just for

fun.”

Meanwhile, Belarusian
football has seen an enor-
mous rise in interest, not
just in the country but
also from abroad. Rus-
sia’s Match and Ukraine’s
Futbol 1 TV companies
have acquired the rights
to broadcast the Belaru-
sian Premier League until
the end of the season, the
first time in history anyone
from outside Belarus has
done so.

“It is indeed a nice feel-
ing that the whole world
is watching,” Tsveiba said.
“All of us can benefit from
it, not just the players but
Belarusian football as a
whole. 'm happy to be
playing while most of my
colleagues around the
world are killing time sit-
ting at home. But once
again, our health and the
health of our families and

loved ones is still above ev-
erything.”

“The funny thing about
it all is that Belarusian
fans have started to watch
our football,” Yuri Dovnar,
head of Pressball and one
of the top journalists in
the country, told ESPN.
“Of course, everyone was
watching English Premier
League or Spain’s La Liga,
which you can do for free
in Belarus, and didn’t pay
much attention to the lo-
cal game, especially when
kick-off times clashed.
Now it’s all changed and
our football surely benefits
from it.”

According to FC Ruh
head coach Andrey Fe-
rapontov, who spoke to
sports.kz, continuing to
play has become a political
battle between Belarus as a
country and its European
peers, including UEFA.

“There are many reasons
[why the Belarusian league
hasn’t been suspended],
and one of the main ones
is the political will of our
leaders,” he said. “Our
league has started to be
broadcast on many popu-
lar sports TV channels in
neighboring countries, and
that gives [them] an excuse
to continue holding games.
The tournament attracts
increased attention, book-
makers are happy, and in
general this situation pop-
ularises Belarusian foot-
ball.

. GWij i by David Chikoko
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Buttler, Stokes training with
mid-April IPL start in mind

LONDON

BEN Stokes and Jos Buttler have both said they are
training as though the IPL will start in the second half
of April, despite both suggesting that a further delay
to the tournament’s start date is likely due to the
COVID-19 (novel coronavirus) pandemic.

On March 13, the BCCI had postponed the IPL until
April 15 although it was understood the tournament
itself would not start before April 20. However, even
that prospect looks remote now with the Indian
government imposing a nationwide 21-day lockdown
until April 14.

The pandemic, which has infected close to half a
million people worldwide, has brought cricket to a
standstill, and was the reason England aborted their
Sri Lanka tour recently, days before the two-Test series
was due to commence.

Nonetheless, both Stokes and Buttler said they were
continuing with their normal training routines to be
mentally ready in case the IPL does take place. “At the
moment my next competitive cricket is going to be the
IPL, because that hasn’t changed yet,” Stokes told BBC
Radio 5live on Wednesday. “So I have to think that I'm
going to be playing cricket on April 20.

“I have to get my head around that I am playing, even
though in the back of my mind I know I'm probably
not. I still have to build up and get myself physically
in a position that if it does happen, I'm good to go,
because I can’t just take three weeks off and expect
everything body-wise to get going again for April 20. It
doesn’t work like that.”

When asked if he would be willing to travel to the
tournament in time for the mooted start date, Stokes
said: “I don’t know. There would be a lot of advice
thrown around and given to us if it was an option to go,
and I would have to make the sensible [choice].

“But as I say, taken everything else aside, I just have
to think that 'm playing cricket on April 20 because it
potentially might happen, and if it does, I don’t want to
be behind.”

Buttler, who has been posting videos of pilates
sessions with his wife Louise, told a Sky Sports podcast
that it was hard to see how the tournament could start
on time, but that he hoped a shortened season would
be a possibility.

“We saw that initially it was going to be postponed
until April 15, but I think at the moment everything
seems very indefinite, doesn’t it?” Buttler said.

“It’s very hard to see this [situation] changing in the
immediate future, so I don’t see that as a possibility
at the moment. But as we know, things can hopefully
change for the positive quickly as well.

“That’s such a massive tournament for world cricket,
so hopefully it becomes a situation where some
of it [can be played] or it can become a shortened
tournament, or something can go ahead.”

Buttler also suggested that while the circumstances
were “unfortunate”, it was refreshing to spend time at
home after a hectic year in which opportunities to rest
have been minimal.

“Throughout the calendar, it’s always so busy and
you're looking for times when you can get a bit of a
break. But actually trying to use the time as a positive
- of course, it’s really unfortunate circumstances and
it’s tough for everyone - but it’s very rare that in your
professional career you get the chance to have a
proper break, and an enforced break for everyone at
the moment.

Muumin, has
he no longer wants to
use the nickname ‘Kocha
wa Dunia’, as he had
popularly been known in

By Correspondent Sabato
Kasika

ROMINENT
Tanzanian
dance musician,
Mwinjuma
disclosed

Mwinjuma Muumin

the past.
Muumin pointed out he can

Football Association of Malawi (FAM) president Walter Nyamilandu.

not use the nickname because
he is not as successful as he was

Muumin drops nickname

in the past.

He disclosed he has lost his
popularity and for that matter he
no longer feels he wants to keep
on using the nickname, which
made him quite popular in the
domestic dance music circle in
the past.

“I have, as a matter fact, not
bee in action in dance music for a
long time, therefore, I don’t feel 1
can use the nickname ‘Kocha wa
Dunia’,” he added.

The musician disclosed he
nevertheless is certain he will
successfully make his way back
in dance music because he has
formed new band, known as
Shadai.

He had expected to launch the
band in Dodoma today but the
event has been canceled due to
the Coronavirus pandemic.

“To people who had been
closely following my progress
in dance music they must have
listened to my new song, titled
‘Nimefulia’, which also carries
Shadai Band’s album title, the
track narrates the way I have
experienced several challenges,”
he disclosed.

The musician pointed out
challenges he has experienced

outside domestic dance music
circle have made it necessary for
him to opt out of using the‘Kocha
wa Dunia’ nickname.

He disclosed he will consider
using the nickname after winning
back fame.

Muumin, who had in the past
made headway in dance music
with his band known as Double
M Sound, was adamant he will
once again become successful
in dance music through his new
band.

The musician pointed out
domestic media should strongly
back the dance music so the
genre and its musicians can enjoy
success.

Muumin noted he and fellow
director at Shadai Band, who is
currently outside the country,
are keen on seeing to it the band
makes headway in dance music
and win the genre’s fans.

“Shadai Band is well prepared
to make its presence felt in
dance music, for that matter, I'm
sure I will again be popular,” he
disclosed.

“But, with challenges I have
gone through, why should I keep
on being nicknamedKocha wa
Dunia’?” he queried.

Malawi FA boss provides guidelines
for clubs in time of Coronavirus

LILONGWE

FOOTBALL Association of Malawi (FAM) president Walter
Nyamilandu has presented clubs in the country with guidelines on
how they should train during the coronavirus pandemic.

The league is suspended in Malawi, but clubs are continuing to
train in order to keep fit for when matches can resume.

The FAM guidelines are good advice for clubs around the
Southern African region who are continuing with their training
efforts, and are detailed below.

Training sessions must be conducted behind closed doors in the
absence of supporters.

Training sessions should be conducted in an environment of not
more than 50 people.

Training sessions shall only be conducted in the presence of a
team medical personnel who should check the body temperatures
of players before training commences.

Coaches should avoid conducting sessions that put players in
very close contact.

Avoid shaking hands and hugging. Clubs shall provide water and
soap or sanitizers for washing hands before and after training.

Players and coaches should practice hygiene by covering mouth
and nose with tissues or sleeve of flex elbow whenever coughing
or sneezing.

When sick with fever, cough or difficulty in breathing, seek
medical help.

Do not share training kit and bathing towels.

Continue to monitor and constantly assess the situation, get
advice and guidance from government and health officials and put
contingency plans in place to respond to any emerging trends to
Covid-19.

All fans from around the region are urged to adhere to the
guidelines laid out by the World Health Organization in the bid to
combat the coronavirus outbreak, which include:

Wash your hands frequently: Regularly and thoroughly clean
your hands with an alcohol-based hand rub or wash them with
soap and water.

Maintain social distancing: Maintain at least 1 metre (3 feet)
distance between yourself and anyone who is coughing or sneezing.

Avoid touching eyes, nose and mouth: Hands touch many
surfaces and can pick up viruses. Once contaminated, hands can
transfer the virus to your eyes, nose or mouth. From there, the
virus can enter your body and can make you sick.

Practice respiratory hygiene: Make sure you, and the people
around you, follow good respiratory hygiene. This means covering
your mouth and nose with your bent elbow or tissue when you
cough or sneeze. Then dispose of the used tissue immediately.

If you have fever, cough and difficulty breathing, seek medical
care early: Stay home if you feel unwell. If you have a fever, cough
and difficulty breathing, seek medical attention and call in advance.
Follow the directions of your local health authority.

Madope Athletics Club’s athlete, Veronica Mionganile, participates in training session at Sabasaba
Stadium in Njombe recently. PHOTO; CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

F I eXi b I eS by David Chikoko
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