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BUSINESS
By Staff Reporter

TANZANIANS can now invest in Southern Africa Development Com-munity (SADC) countries without seek-ing waiver from the Bank of Tanzania (BOT).
This is in accordance with the new foreign exchange regulations 2022, passed in May this year, which also per-mit SADC and East African Community (EAC) residents to invest in Tanzania’s government securities.

“This is expected to increase investor base and competition in government securities market,” said a statement by the Monetary Policy Committee after its meeting on 6th June 2022 to assess the 

conduct of monetary policy in March and April 2022, recent global and do-mestic economic situation.
However, according to the regula-tions, government securities purchased shall not be transferred to a resident within six months from the date of pur-chase. This led to revocation of the For-eign Exchange Regulations, 1998 and the Foreign Exchange (Listed Securi-ties) Regulations, 2003.

But, according to the regulations, a Tanzanian resident may not engage in outward portfolio investment, acquisi-tion of real estate and outward direct investment outside the prescribed ter-ritory; and credit accommodation in favour of any non-resident.

Tanzanians can now invest 
in SADC without BoT waiver

NAIROBI

DUTCH paint maker AkzoNobel has agreed to buy Japan’s Kansai Paint’s business in Kenya and the rest of Af-rica, strengthening its footprint in the region.
Kansai Plascon assets and operations which are owned by Tokyo-listed Kan-sai Paint Co Ltd including in Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zanzibar, and Burun-

di will now transfer to the Dutch firm, they said in a statement.
The move ends years of trade wars pitting the two rivals for the East Afri-can market.

Financial details of the transaction which is subject to local regulatory ap-provals were not disclosed, in the state-ment shared by the entities.
“Acquiring Kansai Paint’s activities in the region will help us to further ex-

pand our paints and coatings business in Africa and provide a strong platform for future growth,” said AkzoNobel chair-man and chief executive officer Thierry Vanlancker.
“Kansai Paint shares our commitment to innovation and sustainability, and we look forward to combining our expertise, which will result in a wider range of in-novative products and more sustainable solutions for our customers.”

The Osaka headquartered Kansai, is present in 12 countries in Africa includ-ing Kenya with regional consolidated rev-enue of over Sh32 billion and 2,500 em-ployees working across 19 manufacturing sites and 30 warehouses.
On the other hand the Dutch paints and coatings maker is active in over 150 countries including Kenya and employs around 33,000.

“Moving forward, we believe that Akzo-

Nobel will be an owner who elevates our businesses to the next level as AkzoNobel is willing to invest in ESG, is committed to innovation, workforce development and broader career opportunities as well as the long-term success of its paint business in Africa,” said Kansai Plascon east Africa chief executive Arvind Shekhawat.“Plascon has the largest market share in Uganda and as the leader across East Africa is well positioned to take the 

step up to the next level with AkzoNo-bel.”  
The deal ends years of trade wars marked by price cuts between the two rivals in the region.

The acquisition is also the latest in AkzoNobel’s buying spree over the past two years. Deals have included Ti-tan Paints in Spain and Portugal, New Nautical Coatings in the US and Grupo Orbis in Latin America.

Dutch paint giant acquires Kansai Africa business

PERTH
AUSTRALIA-LISTED Walka-bout Resources has said that shipments of equipment from China for its Lindi Jumbo graph-ite project, in Tanzania, have been suspended, pending the completion of the drawdown of $20-million in debt.

The company explained that one of the conditions prece-dents (CP) for the drawdown of the debt was the provision of a standby letter of credit (SBLC). The SBLC submitted had not been confirmed as per the loan requirements and Lindi Jumbo had been informed that the bank had to issue a replacement SBLC.
While Walkabout was confi-dent that a replacement SBLC 

would be sourced, it said that the process would require time to complete.
Lindi Jumbo had received short-term commitment from its major contractors to con-tinue construction works, however, further shipments of equipment from China had been suspended until the final CP had been completed and the drawdown occurred.

Walkabout said it was in dis-cussions with various contrac-tors about the delay and how it might impact on their activi-ties. The company noted that the shipping suspension would have a negative impact on the project schedule and that the full extent would only be de-termined once shipments re-

sumed.
“The unexpected issues as-sociated with finalizing the standby letter of credit required for initial debt drawdown and the consequent shipment sus-pension are enormously disap-pointing as the development of Lindi Jumbo is proceeding remarkably well and we were quite advanced in preparing for commissioning,” said CEO An-drew Cunningham.

Walkabout’s 100 percent-owned Lindi Jumbo Graphite Mine is funded to production and will contribute 40,000 tonnes of premium natural flake graphite to international mar-kets at a time of unprecedented demand driven predominantly by the energy storage and the 

Walkabout encounters delays at Tanzania graphite project

Maize production is expected to decrease by 4.7 percent to 6 million metric tons (MT) in 2021/2022 due to inclement weather, pest and high input prices.

By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIANS are paying more to buy maize, the staple food, after the commodity prices increased beyond five year average in major cities.Famine Early Warming System’s Tanzania price bulletin for May has shown that maize wholesale prices in Arusha jumped to 70,000/- per 100-kilo-gramme quantity in April this year, higher than 45,000/- in April last year.
The price was also higher than five year aver-age price of 67,000/-, recorded between 2017 and 2021. In March this year the price of maize in Aru-sha stood at 60,000/-.

In Dar es Salaam, the wholesale price of maize hit 90,000/- in April this year from 49,000/- in April last year. The five-year average wholesale price for maize according to the bulletin was 73,000/- per 100 kilogramme.
In Iringa region, which is one of top commodity producers, the wholesale price in April this year amounted 51,000/- compared with 41,000/- in April last year, while the five year average price was 50,000/-.

The Bank of Tanzania monthly economic review 

Wholesale maize 
price jump beyond 
five-year average

Bank of Tanzania headquarters in Dar es Salaam. FILE PHOTO

Walkabout Resources began construction of the Lindi Jumbo graphite mine in September 2021 and initial pro-

duction is anticipated by the third quarter of this year. File photo

In a mean time, where the Governor determines that Tan-zania is experiencing or has experienced a severe deteriora-tion in its balance of payments or significant financial markets disturbances that require impo-sition of temporary safeguard measures, the Governor may, 

by notice in news media, issue directives or restrictions in rela-tion to capital account transac-tions.
Meanwhile, based on the as-sessment of current and future macroeconomic situation, the committee approved the Bank of Tanzania to sustain accom-

modative monetary policy in May and June 2022, in order to continue safeguarding the re-covery of economic activities. 
The decision is also based on the projected inflation within the target. 

“The Bank will closely moni-tor the risks for inflation and 

recovery of the economy arising from high world commodity prices, and take appropriate measures, including gradual re-duction of monetary policy accommodation,” the statement explains.
The Committee said was satisfied with the implementation of monetary policy and the outcome thereof.“Liquidity in banks remained adequate and interbank inter-est rate stabilized at low levels, creating favourable environ-ment for lending to private sector at affordable cost,” it says.The MPC observed that since its last meeting in March 2022, the global economy continued to face challenges of ris-ing inflation, high commodity prices, resurgence of COVID-19, and supply-chain disruptions caused by war in Ukraine and sanctions on Russia. 

The challenges have increased risks to the recovery of glob-al and domestic economic activities. Domestic economic activity was satisfactory in 2021, grow-ing at 4.9 percent compared with the target of 5 percent in Tanzania Mainland, and 5.1 percent in Zanzibar compared with the target 5.2 percent, the committee said.“Inflation was higher in 2021/22 than in the preceding year, due to rising commodity prices, especially oil and consumer goods. Money supply expanded in line with the target, bol-stered by accommodative monetary policy and improving business conditions,” it noted.
Private sector credit growth was 13.4 percent, consistent with the target of at least 10.6 percent; and fiscal operations were on track, with revenue collection recovering consistent with economic activities and improved tax compliance, the committee lamented.  The committee added that the external sector faced global challenges, but foreign exchange reserves remained adequate at around $5.5 billion. The exchange rate was stable, depreciating gradually by less than one percent, year-on-year.

 Walkabout Resources commenced construction of the Lindi Jumbo graph-ite mine in September of 2021 and in itial production is anticipated by the ythird quarter of this year.
“Site works are progressing rapidly, with most recent activity consisting of a contract being executed to connect Lindi Jumbo to grid power, which will be implemented in time for the con-struction of the processing plant,” says Walkabout.

The company says has taken the pro-ject from drilling discovery in October 2015 to the completion of a highly ro-bust Definitive Feasibility Study within 16 months and has been granted a min-ing lease over the deposit.
A Definitive Feasibility Study (DFS) was completed in February 2017, up-dated in August 2017 in response to changing Tanzanian Government Leg-islation, and again in March 2019 incor-porating the updated 2018 Resource and Reserve.

The DFS confirms the project to be technically sound with excellent eco-nomic returns even at potential soften-ing price regimes for premium graph-ite flake material.  

for April also showed that the whole-sale maize price reached 60,996/- in March this year from 47,963/- per 100 kilo in March last year.
The review, which is quoting data from ministry of trade, industries and investment shows the highest price for this year recorded in January this year, selling at 65,864/-.

“The rise in prices is a response to in-crease in demand for food from neigh-bouring countries and low autumn harvests,” says BOT review.
Maize production is expected to decrease by 4.7 percent to 6 million metric tons (MT) in 2021/2022 due to inclement weather, pest and high input prices.

 Tanzania Meteorological Agency forecast below average rainfall for year 2021/22.
Maize is grown in all 20 regions of Tanzania. The crop is grown on an av-erage of two million hectares or about 45 percent of the cultivated area in Tanzania. 

However, most of the maize is pro-duced in the Southern Highlands (46 percent), the Lake zone, and the North-ern zone.
Current maize farming  constraints include uncertain land tenure, little access to affordable finance, poor ru-ral infrastructure, periodic bans on cereal exports, corruption, local taxes on farm production, the limited availa-bility of improved seed, weak business skills and inadequate institutional and technical capacity.=

electrical vehicle sectors.
The exceptional high-grade orebody (lower capex & opex costs), the highly amenable metallurgical characteristics, and its sought-after distribution of large flakes within final con-centrate (higher basket price) 

provides significant competitive advantage in capital and oper-ating costs and is forecasted to be the second-highest margin natural flake graphite project globally (Benchmark Mineral Intelligence, 2019).
Situated in south-eastern 

Tanzania, some 200km from the Port of Mtwara and 460km from Dar es Salaam Tanzania’s Capital, the mining licence is set within the highly prospective Mozambique belt, known for its world-class, coarse flake graph-ite deposits.

Page 13

National Pg 4
Villagers complain of exclusion from TASAF

National Pg 6
MP advises on laws limiting drinking times

National Pg 3
Thousands of Kigoma farmers gain from KJP

2021 - 2022

The Guardian Digital +255 745 700 710

TURN TO PAGE 2

TURN TO PAGE 2

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Getrude Mbago, Dodoma

LOAN funds amounting to 78bn/- will be 
deposited with the Tanzania Agricultural 
Development Bank  (TADB) in the next 
financial year chiefly for lending to investors 
in sugar and edible oil factories in Shinyanga, 
Kigoma and Manyara regions.

Finance and Planning minister Dr Mwigulu 
Nchemba made this observation when tabling 

the ministry’s 14.99trn/- budget estimates in 
the National Assembly yesterday, noting that 
the loans will permit producers to reduce the 
shortage of edible oil and sugar produced 
locally.

The bank will similarly issue loans reaching 
130bn/- for the purchasing of cotton and 
coffee in various regions, while the Tanzania 
Investment Bank (TIB Bank) is expected to 
issue loans totaling 47bn/- to investors in 

By Guardian Reporter

ZANZIBAR President Dr Hussein 
Ali Mwinyi has praised efforts by the 
government of China in supporting  
Zanzibar’s health sector.

He made the remarks yesterday during 
talks with a team of specialist doctors from 
China’s Jiangsu province, now providing 
medical services in Zanzibar hospitals, 
shortly after they handed out medical 
supplies and equipment.

He told the team that for a long time, 
Chinese authorities have assisted Zanzibar’s 
in efforts to strengthen the health sector, 
by providing equipment, medicines and 
doctors.

The 21-member team of doctors plus 
equipment and medical expertise will 
help alleviate the shortage of specialist 
doctors and medical equipment in Zanzibar 
hospitals, the president underlined, 
expressing satisfaction with the team’s 
efforts to train Zanzibar doctors in various 
hospitals.

He outlined steps the government is taking 
to have in place a well ordered health sector 
environment, with the ongoing construction 
of district hospitals in the two islands.

Health minister Nassor Ahmed Mazrui 
elaborated on current cooperation strides 
between the ministry and the team of 
doctors from China, noting that 300m/- 
worth of drugs and medical equipment was 
handed the ministry by the doctors’ team.

Earlier, the doctors’ team leader, Dr Qu Li 
Shuai summarized to the president efforts 

manufacturing, water, energy, minerals, oil and 
gas, services and tourism as well as agriculture.

The Tanzania Commercial Bank (TCB) on the 
other hand is working to generate revenues of 
185.6bn/-, and realize 21.4bn/- in profit before tax, 
and provide safe loans amounting to 709bn/-, the 
minister stated.

The bank expects to collect customer deposits 
of 974bn/-, enhance bank assets to 1.257trn/- and 

Debt servicing, 
cash transfers
standing top in
Treasury plans
By Getrude Mbago, Dodoma

TREASURY yesterday highlighted priorities 
for fiscal 2022/2023, like investing heavily in 
the national strategy for blue economy, sectoral 
research and combating illicit money transfers.

Finance and Planning minister Dr Mwigulu 
Nchemba requested the lawmakers to approve 
14.94trn/-, where debt servicing takes 9trn/- out 
of the 13.62trn/- recurrent expenditure amount 
requested, and 1.32trn/- for development 

UN, IGAD
working on
anti-terror
guidelines
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By Correspondent Prosper Kwigize, Kigoma

A United Nations agency and the 
Intergovernmental Authority on Development 
(IGAD) are developing a regional crisis 
communication strategy for East Africa and 
the Southern Africa Development Community 
(SADC) to guide government in responding to 
terror threats and attacks.

The United Nations Office of Counter-
Terrorism and the IGAD Centre of Excellence 
for Preventing and Countering Violent 
Extremism (ICEPCVE) held four workshops 
on strategic and crisis communications in 
Kampala and Nairobi from 23rd May to June 1.

The workshops were meant to prepare East 
African governments to respond to crises, such 
as in the aftermath of a violent extremist attack. 
Over 60 participants from government agencies, 
academics, civil society representatives and the 
media to examine communications strategies 
used and how to counter them with effective 
crisis communications strategies in case of 
those occurrences.

Djibouti, Kenya, Rwanda, Somalia, Tanzania, 
and Uganda representatives developed a 
regional communications approach to tackle 
misinformation and prevent terrorist attacks 
through effective tools of reaching targeted 

Zanzibar praises 
Chinese support 
in health sector

78bn/- loan fund to finance 
sugar, edible oil industries

Tanzania National Business Council chairperson President Samia Suluhu Hassan opens the council’s 13th meeting in Dodoma city yesterday. 
Photo: State House

Finance and Planning Dr Mwigulu Nchemba pictured in the National Assembly in Dodoma city yesterday tabling the ministry’s Budget estimates 
for financial year 2022/2023. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph

projects. 
MPs later approved the estimates, with 

MPs calling on the ministry to strengthen the 
management of public funds, ensure a friendly 
environment for investors and traders, along with 
stimulating voluntary tax compliance.

The ministry’s other priorities include 
strengthening domestic revenue collection 
and administration especially among local 
government authorities, by emphasizing the 

n 9trn/- allocated for scheduled external debt repayments
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being taken by the team, 12 of whom 
provide services at Mnazi Mmoja 
Hospital in central Unguja, and nine at 
the Abdallah Mzee Hospital in Pemba.

Dr Song Jianqing elaborated that 
the items provided are a continuation 
of brotherly ties between Zanzibar 

and China, cemented by the founding 
leaders of the two states. 

The team that arrived in Zanzibar 
last September was working well, 
already treating more than 50,000 
people, conducting surgery to over 
6,000 patients at Mnazi Mmoja, 
Abdallah Mzee and Kivunge hospitals, 
the specialist added. 

FROM PAGE 1

Zanzibar praises 
Chinese support 
in health sector

populations where terrorists harbor 
and seek loyalties.

The toolkit is expected to strengthen 
member states’ crisis communication 
systems in response to threats, with 
the UN office supporting East Africa 
and the Horn of Africa to deliver in 
the United Nations global counter-
terrorism strategy through a whole-of-
society approach, UN officials said.

Integrating counter terrorism efforts 
of the African Union, IGAD, EAC and 
SADC countries would make rebuffing 
extremist activities easier, especially in 
ensuring that children are protected 
from infiltration by the terror groups 
and local support threads.

Civil society and media 
representatives discussed effective 
plans on how the media will engage 
with civil society and government 
in researching, publishing and 
disseminating information on security 
issues and educating the public on the 
nature of the threat.

Craig Badings, a conflict resolution 
specialist and senior adviser to the 
African Terrorism Control Center, said 
that to end terrorism, communication 
must be given more priority than the 
fighting.

“What is needed here is preparing 
public information that changes hearts 
and minds among the community 

and especially young people. They 
are the ones targeted by terrorists to 
associate with them by using specific 
communication methods, “so to 
change negative attitudes it is good for 
us to have the understanding and skills 
to establish workable communication 
differently,” he said.

A major challenge in controlling 
terrorist acts that follows misleading 
information to specific sections 
of society, socially constructive 
communication must be made 
available especially on social media, he 
stated.

With the internet and personal 
blogs many young people with little 
or no professional credentials set up 
channels and disseminate misleading 
and often immoral content, he stated.

He listed ongoing terrorist attacks 
in Mozambique and Somalia as 
well as those reported in Tanzania, 
Kenya and Uganda as examples that 
constitute an alarm bell for SADC and 
IGAD to intensify efforts to counter 
terrorist groups, by deepening 
understanding of causes and sources 
of such incidents.

UN agencies say more than 120,000 
people have been displaced in 
northern Mozambique, while many 
people are living with disabilities, over 
15 percent of the population already 
displaced as militants ravage the Cabo 
Delgado zone since 2017.

FROM PAGE 1

UN, IGAD 
working on
anti-terror 
guidelines

boost total share value to 128bn/-, 
he said, elaborating that the Bank of 
Tanzania (BoT) has designed a tool 
on prosperity indicators to start being 
applied next fiscal year.

The tool is expected to help “promote 
moderate growth in broad-based 
capitalization in line with the needs 
of economic activities, stimulating 
private sector credit growth, plus 
controlling and reducing the level of 
non-performing loans,” he explained.

BoT also seeks to ensure that the 
country has enough foreign reserves 
for national requirements of importing 
goods and services for not less than 
four months, he stated.

Meanwhile, the standing committee 
on the Budget has appealed to the 
government to review the Public 

Procurement Act so as to address 
various gaps affecting current 
procurement plans in various 
government institutions.

Omar Kigua, the committee’s 
vice chairman cited the Tanzania 
Telecommunications Co. Ltd (TTCL) as 
having failed to purchase used plants 
due to legal restrictions, hampering its 
development efforts.

The government needs to merge 
regulatory bodies and form one with 
various departments, given complaints 
by traders of the hardship they face 
from consulting multiple regulatory 
bodies.

The Task Force on Tax Reform 
needs to ensure that it creates a rule 
of sending feedback to stakeholders 
submitting views, to inform them on 
progress in various issues, he added.

FROM PAGE 1

78 bn/- loan fund 
to finance sugar, 
edible oil plants

Stephen Adili (with microphone), CRDB Bank Plc’s head of consumer banking, briefs journalists in  Dar es Salaam yesterday on the bank’s commitment to 
continuing providing financial education through its nationwide ‘Mzigo Flexi’ promotion. The drive is meant to reach through sensitisation on the importance of 
the bank’s special savings plan enabling people to earn up to 9 per cent interest. He is with, among others, eastern zone manager Badru Idd (R) and Azikiwe Branch 
manager Hamis Saleh (2nd-R). Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Donatus Richard (2nd-L), NMB Bank Plc’s Dar es Salaam zone manager, symbolically presents to Ubungo district commissioner Kheri James in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday 35 chairs and as many tables for use by teachers at Ubungo municipality’s Kwembe Primary School. The bank also donated similar support to three 
other schools, including Urafiki Secondary School.  Looking on are NMB Ubungo Plaza branch manager Sylvester Ngowi (L) and Ubungo municipal mayor Jaffar 
Juma Nyaigesha. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

proper use of ICT systems and 
prioritizing implementation of 
revenue-related strategies and 
projects. 

The focus is on implementing 
priorities highlighted in national 
development plans and ministerial 
administrative strategy to achieve 
intended goals.

In the new fiscal year, the ministry 
shall invest heavily in fighting dirty 
money, put efforts in conducting 
research that aims to come up with 
more investment opportunities, 
facilitate government income sources 
for the short and long term and pursue 
the building of a data warehouse, he 
said. 

The ministry shall finish up 
construction of its head offices at 
Mtumba in the capital, and renovate 
sub-offices in various regions. 

In the outgoing fiscal year, the 
ministry monitored collection of 
tax and non-tax revenues reaching 
25.69trn/-, including income from local 
government authorities.

Until April 2022, collections had 
reached 19.99trn/- equivalent to 93.3 
percent of 21.42trn/- total estimates, 
with tax revenues standing at 17.2trn/- 
(94.5 percent) of the 18.2trn/- target, he 
said. 

Treasury worked on coordinating 
availability of loans to the government 
totaling 4.99trn/- from the internal 
market and 3.05trn/- from foreign 
financial markets, he stated. 

Until April 2022, loans amounting 
to 4.12trn/- had been collected from 
the local market, with 2.63trn/- 
spent to serve mature domestic 
loans and 1.49trn/- financing various 
development projects, he stated. 

The development partners 
pledged to contribute 4.24trn/- to 
the government budget for 2021/22, 
with grants pegged at 1.14trn/- and 
soft loans at 3.11trn, with joint 
sector funds attaining 270.4bn/- 
and 2.67trn/- went to development 
projects, he said.

Winding up discussion of the 
ministry’s estimates, the minister 
said water, health and construction 
sectors are likely to use much funds 
of envisaged budget funds, while 
the government’s external debt was 

within limits as per national analysis 
on debt endurance for the next 20 
years. 

He lauded President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan for her tireless efforts to open 
up the country, attract investors and 
enable the country secure soft loans to 
support development plans.

Hamad Hassan Chande, the deputy 
minister, outlined efforts to strengthen 
the Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA), 
with the government moving to hire 
2,100 new staff.

“So far, a total of 1,443 have already 
been employed and 657 will be hired 
before the end of the fiscal year,” he 
elaborated. TRA will continue taking 
measures to increase staff in various 
departments to improve efficiency and 
increase collections, he added.

FROM PAGE 1

Debt servicing, cash transfers
standing top in Treasury plans
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By Guardian Reporter

AMBASSADOR Liberata Mulamula, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
East African Cooperation has called 
upon African countries to prioritise 
infrastructure development as they 
advocate for free intra-continental trade 
through African Continental Free Trade 
Agreement (AfCFTA) framework.

Mulamula was speaking at the EAC 
Headquarters when opening the second 
coordination meeting of the Heads 
of Regional Economic Communities 
(REC’s) in Arusha. The four-day meeting 
that started on 4th June, 2022 is to 
enable the RECs to build consensus 
around common positions critical to 
the continent’s success at creating an 
African Economic Community.

She said that interconnectivity across 
Africa was crucial if the continent 

was to exploit its vast potential for 
industrialisation, trade and investment.

Mulamula observed that air tickets 
across the continent were not cheap due 
to lack of adequate competition among 
existing national and private airlines, 
adding that it was far much cheaper to 
travel to destinations outside Africa than 
those within the continent.

On efforts to create wealth through 
increased trade and investment, Amb 
Mulamula said that initiatives to create 
wealth under the AfCTFA should also be 
focused on fair distribution and sharing 
of the wealth to reduce the widening 
gap between the rich and the poor.

 The minister noted with appreciation 
AfCFTA negotiations had now entered 
Phase Two, which covers investments, 
intellectual property rights, women and 
youth in trade competition policy and 
digital trade.

 “We are very optimistic that phase 
two of the negotiations will enhance the 
trade environment through enhancing 
the market economies function well 
by improving efficiency and healthy 
competition among businesses,” said 
Mulamula.

AfCFTA Secretary-General Wamkele 
Mene said that the implementation of 
the AfCFTA Agreement is by necessity, 
a complex and highly collaborative 
undertaking, drawing on the expertise 
and experience of all key stakeholders 
including RECs.

Wamkele said that the private 
sector should take the lead in the 
implementation of the AfCFTA, noting 
that while AfCFTA and the RECs were 
supposed to facilitate across Africa, 
trade must be driven by the private 
sector.

The AfCFTA SG said that Africa 

must prioritise industrialisation and 
investment promotion so as to make 
her products competitive on the global 
market and increasing her share of 
global trade.

Wamkele said that it was unfortunate 
that 55 African countries currently 
contribute just 2 per cent of global trade 
output and 3 per cent of the global GDP 
while Singapore, a city-state that is 600 
square miles in geographical area, has 
6.2 per cent share of global trade.

The AfCFTA SG attributed this sad 
state of affairs to lack of industrial 
development and human resource gaps.

Wamkele advocated for self-
sufficiency and industrialisation in the 
continent, noting that Africa should as 
a matter of urgency develop capacity 
to process its mineral and agricultural 
wealth if it is to benefit from its vast 
natural resources.

By Francis Kajubi, Kigoma

ALMOST 24,000 small scale farmers 
here have benefited from the Kigoma 
Joint Programme (KJP) by selling their 
farm produces at profitable prices.

The programme that is being 
coordinated by the World Food 
Programme (WFP) in collaboration with 
other 15 United Nations agencies and 
the Kigoma Region office has given red 
beans, cassava and maize farmers in the 
region a reason to smile.

This comes after farmers have found 
markets of profitable prices through the 
UN agencies and private business in and 
outside the country.

The programme that started in 2018 
and is coming to end this month has seen 
farmers selling red beans to the World 
Food Programme for refugee camps 
of Kasulu, Kibondo and Nyarugusu in 
Kigoma region.

The programme is being implemented 
in four district councils of Kasulu Town 
Council, Kasulu District Council, Kibondo 
and Kakonko.

Kigoma Region Agriculture Advisor 
(RAA) Joseph Rubuye told reporters 
yesterday in Kasulu district that during 
the 2018/19 and 2019/20 harvest season 
farmers had sold a kilo of red beans to 
WFP at 2,000/- while the market price 
stood at a maximum of 1,700/-.

“The price piled up to 2,100/- per kilo 
of red beans in 2020/21 as the market 
price was at 1,700/-. During the first 
two seasons WFP has purchased 336 
tonnes of red beans while in 2020/21 it 
purchased 1,300 tonnes.

The government at a regional level 
wishes that this programme is sustained 
so that host communities surrounding 
the refugee camps benefit from the 
guaranteed agricultural market,” said 
Rubuye.

According to him, the region’s 
government is negotiating with WFP and 
the rest of the UN agencies for a second 
phase rollout. 

“Other UN agencies that that take 
part in the Kigoma Joint Programme are 
UNICEF, UNCDF, FAO and WHO just to 
mention a few.

They are focused on other components 
like health, education, fighting violence 
against women and children, water and 

sanitation, environment and sustainable 
energy among others,” said Rubuye.

Through the programme, WFP has 
supplied 23 simple portable maize 
sheller and four complex maize shellers 
to prevent farmers from using sticks or 
their palms in shelling maize.

He asserted that the farmers are 
mobilized through extension officers and 
trained through demonstration blocks 
for agricultural best practices.

“WFP has also been supplying pick 
bags to farmers for storage of their 
harvests. It has also coordinated farmers 
to export maize and cassava to the 
Rwanda market. The government hopes 
that if the second is rolled out many 
farmers will be reached.

Kigoma Region Administrative 
Secretary (RAS) Rashid Mchatta said that 
apart from profitable prices to farmers, 
the programme has seen WFP building 
three new warehouses and silos for 
farmers to store their harvests in Kasulu 
and Kibondo alongside renovating the 
old ones.

“The programme targets at 
empowering host communities 
surrounding the refugee camps to fully 
participate in productive agriculture that 
transforms their economic status. The 
new silos have led to reduction in post-
harvest losses by over 60 percent,” said 
Mchatta.

According to him, the programme 
has led to the establishment of four 
new Agricultural Marketing Cooperative 
Society (AMCOS) of which members’ sale 
red beans harvest directly to the WFP for 
refugees’ consumption.

Michael Bisama, Head of Programme 
WFP Kasulu said when it comes to quality 
WFP is keen at the type of crop cultivated, 
moisture content whereby farmers are 
required to dry the crops perfectly. 

“Small scale farmers involved in the 
programme are those who own two to 
five acres. Farmers are not limited to sale 
their farm produce to WFP only but to 
other buyers who offer them profitable 
prices,” said Bisama.

In the Kigoma region, he said, WFP has 
been serving almost 230,000 refugees 
living in the camps. He said that the 
warehouses of Kigadye, Nyakitonto and 
Kurugongo warehouses in the region are 
now supplied with enough food staffs.

Kigoma farmers gain through  
partnership with UN agencies

Barrick Bulyanhulu Gold Mine staff participate in environmental cleanliness at Kakola in Kahama District at the weekend in marking World Environment Day. 
Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Prioritise infrastructure development, Mulamula urges African countries 
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By Guardian Correspondent, Chunya

SOME villagers of Chunya Mjini 
Village in Chunya District, Mbeya 
Region have complained to the 
Tanzania Social Action Fund (TASAF) 
after the fund closed appeal procedures 
from poor households who have not 
benefited by the Fund, claiming that 
a great number of poor households in 
the village have been left out.

Report regarding TASAF closing 
the exercise for appeal from poor 
households to join the fund was given 
yesterday to the villagers.

Itewe ward councillor, Alex 
Kinyamagoha said the appeal exercise 
was closed hence TASAF will not 
entertain any appeals from applicants.

“We call upon the government to 
look again into this matter that has 

seen the exclusion of some households 
from TASAF beneficiaries, these 
households are very poor, they need 
to be included in TASAF programme,” 
said Kinyamagoha.

After the suspension of the appeals 
exercise, some villagers, including 
Sabina Kalinga who was also excluded 
from the programme said her 
economic wellbeing was so bad and 
she had hoped for the fund to rescue 
her.

She called on the government to 
look for possibilities to return into 
the programme all those who were 
excluded, as they face difficult times 
without TASAF assistance.

“There are widows with children 
among those excluded, they face 
difficult times ahead…there are also 
people with disabilities who have 

reached at crossroad, TASAF had been 
assisting us to lead respectable lives,” 
she added.

Chunya Mjini Village chairman, 
Gwakisa Mbamba said they receive 
complaints from villagers who 
have been excluded from TASAF 
programme claiming village executives 
were responsible for their exclusion, 
the claim which he denied.

Fanuel Silikwa, TASAF follow up 
official said the procedure used 
to obtain TASAF beneficiaries was 
agreed during the village meeting that 
had recommended names of poor 
households for the programme.

He said the number of TASAF 
beneficiary from the village was 25 
and after that appeal, the number 
increased to 56; hence great efforts 
were made by TASAF.

By Guardian Reporter, Morogoro

JENISTA Mhagama, Minister of State 
in the President’s Office (Public Service 
Management and Good Governance 
has hailed Mzinga Corporation for 
conducting research on basic crops it 
produces to satisfy both domestic and 
foreign markets.

The minister issued the praise 
here early this week as she addressed 
workers of Mzinga Corporation to 
listen to the challenges they face and 
encourage voluntary accountability 
among them.

She said the researches being made 
by the corporation on produced crops 
were important in meeting domestic 

market demand with any crops 
surpluses to be exported.

“I am informed that you have a 
strategic plan for production whose 
implementation has reached 86 per 
cent, hence I can see that this sensitive 
corporation engages itself in economic 
growth,” she added.

Due to the important work 
undertaken by the corporation, the 
minister said there is need for her 
office to review its structure, salary 
scales and allowances all aimed 
at motivating workers to perform 
their responsibilities with greater 
achievements.

Meanwhile, the Minister for Defence 
and National Service, Dr Stergomena 

Tax called on Mzinga Corporation 
workers to continue working hard and 
have confidence in their government 
that has vowed to stand by justice, 
emoluments and benefits for public 
servants in the country.

On behalf of Mzinga Corporation 
workers, Mzinga Corporation General 
Manager, Brig Gen Seif Hamisi thanked 
minister Mhagama for her visit and 
added that he has no doubt if they 
are paid the requested allowances, 
they will work even harder for more 
production.

Mhagama visited to talk to Mzinga 
Corporation workers following 
invitation by the Defence and National 
Service Minister, Dr Stergomena Tax.

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

TEN tonnes of medicines whose shelf 
life had expired valued at 180m/- has 
been destroyed by Tanzania Medicines 
and Medical Devices Authority (TMDA) 
in the Southern Highlands Zone that 
had been seized from a private house 
in Mbeya City following crackdown by 
TMDA in collaboration with the police.  

Briefing reporters at the site of 
destruction at Igogwe Hospital in 
Rungwe District, TMDA Director for 
the Southern Highlands Zone, Anitha 
Mshinghati said all drugs destroyed 
had expired.

She said the drugs were for treatment 
of various diseases and that had they 
been used by humans; they could have 
caused adverse effects to the users 
including death.

She said after inspecting the house 
and arrested the suspect, the court 
ordered forfeiture of the drugs while 
the suspect was ordered to pay 5m/- 
fine.

“We thank Mbeya residents for 
giving us great cooperation in tipping 
us off that enabled us arrest the 
suspect who had kept a consignment 
of expired drugs in his house. We then 
collaborated with the police and seized 

the drugs and arrested the suspect,” 
she said.

She named the seized drugs as 
including those for injection for 
treating various diseases and if used on 
humans, they could have brought fatal 
effects.

Meanwhile, an official from the 
National Environmental Management 
Council (NEMC) for Southern 
Highlands Zone, Hans Cheyo said they 
have been adhering to human health 
and environmental preservation 
during the exercise to destroy 
hazardous waste including expired 
drugs. 

TMDA strikes, destroys 10 
tonnes of drugs gone bad

Minister hails Mzinga Corporation 
for conducting research on crops

Villagers complain of exclusion 
from programme under TASAF

Nguvu Kamando (C), Vodacom Tanzania Plc’s director of digital services, receives the Innovative Telco Company of the 
Year award for 2021 in Dar es Salaam yesterday from Serengeti Bytes operations officer Michael Mallya.  The mobile 
phone service provider won the recognition for outstanding investment in – and improvement of – its network and 
services. The Serengeti Bytes event, the annual Tanzania Digital Awards ceremony, involved several telecom firms in the 
country. Looking on is Vodacom Tanzania’s customer service director Harriet Lwakatare. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

THE government has been urged to 
review the laws that prevent people 
to exult and rejoice at all times by 
allowing them to do business day and 
night including indulgence in drinking. 

The remarks were made in the 
National assembly here on Monday 
by Ubungo Member of Parliament, 
Prof Kitila Mkumbo while contributing 
to the debate on budget estimates 
and expenditure for the Ministry of 
Culture, Arts and sports in the National 
Assembly.

Prof Mkumbo said he met a doctor 
working in one of government 
hospitals and lives in Makuburi Ward 
who complained that almost three 
days each week he gets arrested while 
drinking beer in the morning.

“He told me he worked in a mortuary 
during the night and in the morning 
before going home he drinks six bottles 
of beer and gets arrested thereafter,” 
he told me, and added that he also met 

with some bar owners complaining 
that they are not allowed to open their 
businesses in the morning, as all bars 
should close at 12:00 midnight, and 
wondered what was the real problem,” 
added the MP. 

He added: “I discovered that Section 
14 of the relevant law allocates times 
for people to be happy and rejoice 
themselves – from 12:00 noon to 12:00 
midnight. 

“All cities in the world work 24 hours 
a day, hence this law requiring bar 
businesses to open 12:00 noon deny 
people their right to rejoice as they 
want is an outdated law.” 

Prof Mkumbo said the law was 
passed in 1968, one year after 
the promulgation of the Arusha 
Declaration, when the country was for 
workers and peasants so that people 
should work in the farms, offices and 
factories, but as for now the country is 
for business people, entertainers and 
sports people.

“Psychologically what is life? It is a 

process in pursuit of happiness, it is 
important that anything that brings 
happiness should be supported, 
and one of the ministry’s basic 
responsibilities is to make people 
happy,” he added.

“This law works against joy, we must 
review it so that it is amended so that 
people can rejoice at all times,” he said.

Meanwhile, Kawe Member of 
Parliament, Bishop Josephat Gwajima 
raised a point of order saying: “There 
is no one kind of happiness, there are 
so many, if one cannot get happiness 
from alcohol, he should find it from 
other sources.” 

According to Prof Mkumbo, Dar es 
Salaam is a commercial city hence it is 
not acceptable to set business times for 
it. “Just decide, people in Dar es Salaam 
work 24 hours a day so a person is 
entitled to rejoice in the morning, 
we should review this law, business 
should be done at all times to enable 
the government collect revenue,” he 
stressed. 

By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

DR DOROTHY Gwajima, the Minister 
for Community Development, Gender, 
Women and Special Groups has named 
five regions leading in child abuse 
incidents in 2021 with Arusha Region 
at the apex.

She said out of a total of 11,499 
incidents of child abuse reported to 
the police, 5,899 were in regard to 
rape, 1,677 child pregnancies and 1,114 
were for sodomy.

In the circumstances, the minister 
said, the ministry has named various 
strategies including collaboration with 
the public in the voluntary campaign 
dubbed ‘Shujaa wa Maendeleo na 
Ustawi wa Jamii (SMAUJATA), that 
aims to register people who will be 
empowered to educate the community 
to abandon all feelings and thoughts 
that make people commit acts of child 
abuse.  

Dr Gwajima made the remarks 
here on Monday in her statement to 
commemorate the Day of the African 
Child 2022 at Mnadani Primary School.

She said regions that led with 
reported incidents of child abuse in 
2021 include Arusha with 808, Tanga 
(691), Shinyanga (505), Mwanza (500) 
and Ilala police Region with 489.

“According to statistics from the 
police, Tanzania, in the period of 
January to December 2021 had 
11,499 reported incidents of child 
abuse compared to 15,870 during the 
same period in 2020, a drop of 4,371 
incidents or 27.5 per cent,” she said.

She said in addition to various 
efforts in educating the public on 
the effects of child abuse, there is 
still an increase of reports regarding 
various kinds of violence subjected 
to children including rape, sodomy, 
child labour, circumcision and child 
pregnancies.

“There is also a great possibility that 
the number of incidents of child abuse 
could be greater than these, taking into 
consideration these are those reported 
to the police.

“Reports show 60 per cent of such 
incidents are committed in homes 
before your families, we have seen 
parents denying their legitimate 
children,” she added.

“To children – if you are subjected 
to abuse just report, tell someone 
you trust, a teacher, mother, uncle or 
neighbour. Statistics also show that 40 
per cent of these incidents happen at 
school, there are teachers involved, 
they give the children excessive 
punishment,” the minister added. 

She also appealed to parents and 
guardians to frequently talk to their 
children and monitor their habits to 
know what could be going on. 

Meanwhile, Dodoma District 
Commissioner, Jabir Shekimweri 
called on parents and guardians to 
understand that children’s upbringing 
these days is different to that in the 
past, hence they should be talking to 
their children at all times to know their 
problems. 

Review laws limiting drinking 
times, pleads Kitila Mkumbo

Arusha region leads in child
abuse cases, states Gwajima

By Guardian Reporter 

TOYOTA Tanzania Limited has 
partnered with fuel supply company—
AFROIL to sell lubricant, which is 
specifically designed for its brand 
engines.

The two firms reached an agreement 
yesterday in Dar es Salaam, whereby 
AFROIL will be the authorized seller of 
the Toyota Genuine Motor Oil (TGMO) 
lubricant.

The oil has been scientifically 
developed and rigorously tested to 
guarantee the best possible match for 
the needs of Toyota engine according 
to Anam Mwemutsi, Lubricant 
Manager at Toyota Tanzania.

Speaking at the signing of the 
agreement Mwemutsi said: “Toyota 
engines are designed to provide 

a lifetime of unmatched levels of 
performance, efficiency, and reliability 
whatever the conditions.” 

According to Mwemutsi Toyota 
Tanzania’s mission has been to deliver, 
best people, best customer experience, 
best quality and best network. 
Sharing the same values of providing 
best quality is one of their strategic 
partners of AFROIL, a locally owned 
business providing fuel supply services 
in Tanzania.

To expand its ever-growing product 
line up, Toyota has introduced to the 
market, Toyota Genuine Motor oil 
under the theme: “The only engine oil, 

your Toyota ever needed”.
AFROIL executive director, Lutfi 

Binkleb said within the period of 
13 years, the company has grown 
tremendously by expanding its 
network from one station to more 
than 20 stations in Tanzania, creating 
employment for more than 300 
Tanzanians.

Through this partnership, AFROIL 
aims to enhance its customer 
experience by providing the best 
quality fuel and the best quality 
lubricants both under one roof to 
ensure your engine is operating at its 
best.

Automobile, fuel firm partner 
to sell green engine lubricant

By Guardian Correspondent, Chunya

TANZANIA Forests Services Agency 
(TFS) is expected to pay out 100m/- as 
compensation for the environmental 
destruction including cutting trees for 
charcoal making and mining activities 
within Chunya District, Mbeya Region. 

This was revealed here on Monday 
this week by the Executive Director 
of Chunya District Council, Tamim 
Kambona as he briefed reporters and 
members of Mbeya Press Club (MBPC) 
who visited the district to see various 
economic activities.

Kambona said the district has been 
greatly affected by environment 
destruction due to the type of economic 
activities undertaken, including tree 
cutting and charcoal making.

In the circumstances, he said, 
the council has passed by-laws to 

control environmental destruction 
and that the money will be used as 
compensation for replanting the trees 
that had been cut.

“Tobacco farming significantly 
contributes to environmental 
destruction, but we have decided to 
deal with the issue through funds 
provided by TFS for replanting the 
trees that had been cut for making 
charcoal used to dry tobacco,” he said. 

He said 70 per cent of the money will 
be directed to compensate the areas 
destroyed through mining activities, 
tree cutting for making charcoal 
and the rest will be used for other 
development activities.

Sangambi ward executive, Ntundu 
Chapa said ongoing economic 
development has significantly spurred 
environmental destruction but they 
have been applying district and village 

by-laws to control the situation and 
that in 2021/22 over 30 cases regarding 
the issue in his ward have been decided 
upon. 

In the same vein, MBPC Vice 
Chairman Joseph Mwaisango said the 
aim of their visit is to report on various 
economic opportunities found in the 
district as well as challenges facing the 
district’s gold miners. 

TFS plans 100m/- compensation for
Chunya environmental destruction

“Tobacco farming significantly 
contributes to environmental 
destruction, but we have 
decided to deal with the issue 
through funds provided by 
TFS for replanting the trees 
that had been cut for making 
charcoal used to dry tobacco”

Afroil executive director Lufti Binkleb (2nd-L) and Toyota Tanzania Ltd lubricant manager Anam Mwemutsi exchange 
documents in Dar es Salaam yesterday shortly after signing an agreement involving the sale of Toyota motor lubricants 
at filling stations. Looking on are Toyota Tanzania Ltd marketing manager Nadah Dhijebi (L) and Afroil sales and 
marketing manager Erasmo Nyoni. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma
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By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar 

THREE political parties—CCM, 
Civic United Front (CUF) and ACT-
Wazalendo have protested against the 
newly proposed refuse collection rates 
to the Zanzibar Municipal Council 
announced by Vigors Clean Ltd—a firm 
owned by businessman Toufky Salum 
Turky.

Speaking separately with reporters 
here yesterday, parties’ senior officials 
said the change in refuse collection 
rates would have a significant impact 
on the development of trade and 
tourism industry.

“As the party, we’re surprised by the 

sudden rise of refuse collection charges 
from 135,000/- to 500,000/- per month 
for restaurants and hotels beginning 
July this year. This needs to be looked 
into before executing it,” said Catelina 
Peter Nao, the CCM’s ideology and 
publicity secretary in Zanzibar.

“Hiking refuses collection charges in 
restaurants and shops from 50,000/- 
to 500,000/- per month has serious 
implications for the development of 
the Zanzibar tourism sector,” Catelina 
said.

She said before changing the rates, 
Vigors Clean Company should have sat 
down with stakeholders and the ZMC 
instead of raising it out of the blue and 

causing great chaos for businesses and 
investors in the tourism industry.

Catelina stated that, Zanzibar 
President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi has 
been stressing the need to have a 
unified system regarding levies and 
fees to relieve both the people and 
service providers.

ACT Wazalendo ideology and 
publicity director, Salum Diman 
Abdalla said the government should 
intervene to save the islands’ trade and 
tourism sector.

“Zanzibar relies on the trade and 
tourism sectors, new refuse collection 
rates will hold back the development 
of the business sector and many 

restaurants will not be able to afford 
operating costs,” said Dimani.

He said prior to the change in refuse 
collection fees; Vigors Clean Company 
should have done research instead of a 
sudden increase without regard to the 
national interest and the development 
of the business and tourism industry.

CUF deputy secretary Mbarouk 
Seif said if the new tariff changes are 
implemented many restaurants will 
have to close and people will lose their 
jobs.

Seif said the government should take 
a stand before the payment of the new 
sanitation tax comes into effect in July 
this year. “The government must give 

a stand before implementation begins 
otherwise most restaurants will have 
to close because of high tariffs,” said 
Seif.

Zanzibar Association of Tourism 
Investors (ZATI) chairman Rahim 
Mohammed Bhaloo commended the 
move by the ZMC to oppose the levy 
changes made by Vigors Clean.

“The time has come for the municipal 
council and Vigors Clean to sit together 
to review new sanitation levies to 
bring relief to the development of the 
tourism and business sector.

He also urged the owners of hotels 
and restaurants to join the community 
of investors in the tourism industry 

in order to have a common voice in 
addressing emerging challenges in the 
tourism and business sectors. 

Zanzibar Municipal Council (ZMC) 
director Ali Khamis Mohamed said 
the new refuse collection change 
was illegal and had already received 
a letter before a joint meeting due to 
complaints from traders and hotel 
owners in Zanzibar.

According to the rules and 
regulations, restaurants and grocery 
stores are required to pay a monthly 
refuse collection fee of 50,000/-, 
market stalls 6,500/- and residential 
house 3,000/- and high-end hotels 
1.5m/- per month.

Three political parties reject new 
refuse collection fees in Zanzibar
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Taking A New Look
At The News
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By Pontsho Pilane

Q
UALITY, in-depth 
journalism may seem 
more elusive than ever, as 
breaking news, clickbait 

and churnalism continue to dominate 
news production globally.

Sometimes it is hard to see the bigger 
picture for the noise. South African 
non-profit investigative journalism 
outfit Viewfinder is changing this by 
reminding us of what journalism is and 
the accountability role it can play in 
society when done right.

Viewfinder – founded by Daneel 
Knoetze three years ago, and which 
now has a staff complement of three – 
is an accountability journalism project 
focused on exposing institutional 
wrongdoing that disproportionately 
affects marginalised or vulnerable 
people.

The intention is to go deep, not wide, 
by spending time on one story or issue 
to get to the root cause – and offer 
solutions.

Viewfinder’s initial focus was on 
police brutality and the failure of 
independent police oversight in South 
Africa. Its most recent investigative 
series, Above the Law, exposed the 
loopholes that senior police officers 
exploit to protect their colleagues 
implicated in violent crimes from 
consequence, sometimes enabling 
them to reoffend.

The success of this kind of 
journalism, Knoetze argues, involves 
several building blocks – from a hyper-
micro case study level all the way 
through to a bird’s eye view of the 
issue, including the historical context. 
Pushing for institutional accountability 
is the thread that holds each story 
together.

Policing the police 

For instance, Viewfinder’s exposé 
into the failures of the police system 
foregrounded the human impact of 
police brutality through using case 
studies that involved intimate stories of 
loss and endurance, cultivated through 
the years Knoetze spent building 
relationships with his sources.

“But the real breakthroughs came 
in the analysis of big data sets, the 
cultivation of criminal justice system 
informants, gathering troves of records 
and the forensic evaluation of evidence 
in criminal matters,” Knoetze says.

He adds: “Not to mention tracing 
people in remote settings, weeks 
spent reporting from the field, and 
mapping out systemic weaknesses in 
the regulatory framework of the state’s 
police accountability mechanisms.”

Through analysing big data sets 
and combing through troves of public 
records, Knoetze was able to find 
evidence to move his investigation 
forward and detail the multi-layered 

reasons why and how the South 
African Police Service has chronically 
failed the public.

Achieving recognition 

The project had a significant impact 
on policy development in South Africa, 
including contributing to the country’s 
police watchdog’s annual strategic 
planning session last year; empowering 
citizens to speak out and challenge 
police misconduct; and providing 
lawmakers with facts with which 
to question and hold accountable 
the police service during portfolio 
committee oversight meetings.

The multi-platform reporting 
in the Above the Law project, 
which included text, video, a data 
dashboard, interactive widgets and 
data visualisations, reached a large 
and influential audience through 
collaborations with leading television 
and online news outlets in South 
Africa.

Internationally, the project was 
a finalist in the Fetisov journalism 
awards; locally, it was shortlisted for 
both the Taco Kuiper and Sikuvile 
journalism awards.

Knoetze believes that the success of 
the series was because Viewfinder was 
able to master the art of “moving the 
needle” to a specific failure or abuse of 
power and then bringing pressure to 
bear on the institution responsible.

“I don’t think the majority of news 
publications in South Africa are able to 
produce with that objective,” Knoetze 
says, adding: “Our proposition at 
Viewfinder is to investigate stories 
that elevate issues that would 
not necessarily be represented in 
mainstream media to receive the 
recognition they deserve.

He elaborates: “It’s not only about 
uncovering the wrongdoing and 

failures but to show the public what 
the systemic issues are.

“In this case, we looked at the police, 
and we asked: ‘What is generally not 
widely known or understood about 
their failures?’ and then brought them 
to the fore.”

Scaling the initiative

Viewfinder might have started out 
as a niche project focusing on policing, 
but it is now shifting the focus of its 
journalism production.

This entails using the same 
methodology as for its policing 
investigation while widening its 
scope to tackle a variety of issues and 
maintaining an unerring focus on 
social justice, the abuse of power and 
institutional accountability.

The hope is now to take the learnings 
from a years-long investigation into one 
of the most fraught public institutions 
in South Africa – the police service – and 
to turn around quicker, accountability-
driven, multimedia story packages on 
a range of public interest issues in the 
country.

“We believe in the power of video 
and broadcast to augment print and 
online publications – the conventional 
format for investigative journalism in 
South Africa,” says Knoetze.

He elaborates: “Our objective is to 
release short, documentary broadcast 
pieces and to create supportive spin-
off online articles and content around 
that. My hope is that, of those, follow-
ups would start leading into longer-
term projects on the subject matter. 
But the policing work continues.”

The idea includes securing 
commissions from investigative 
television programmes, such as Carte 
Blanche and Checkpoint – shows for 
which Knoetze has produced work in 
the past. This could help Viewfinder 

to create a sustainable revenue stream 
so that it is not reliant solely on donor 
funding.

Currently, Viewfinder receives grant 
funding from global philanthropic 
organisations Luminate and South 
African-based funder The Millennium 
Trust.

While donor funding is the main 
source of funding that enables the 
outlet to do more long-term projects, 
the collaborations with various 
broadcast media outlets is a secondary 
revenue stream.

Viewfinder produces ten-minute-
long made-for-TV investigative pieces 
which they sell to larger media outlets.

The project has recently expanded 
by hiring two staff members who join 
Knoetze on a full-time basis. Researcher 
and reporter Andiswa Matikinca 
assists Knoetze in the development of 
the shorter investigative pieces, while 
operations manager Theresa Mallinson 
is tasked with looking for more funding 
and revenue generation opportunities.

Knoetze acknowledges that donor 
funding does play a massive role in 
investigative journalism, particularly 
for long-term projects, but he believes 
that shorter projects, or “story 
capsules” if you will, also have their 
place, especially when it comes to 
developing the next generation of 
investigative journalists.

“When you are an investigative 
journalist, you don’t feel that pressure 
to produce all the time; you don’t have 
to be putting out content daily,” says 
Knoetze.

“But counterbalancing that with the 
urgency that comes with running a 
production company and producing 
for broadcast is a perfect way to keep 
that fire – that spirit – alive in the 
newsroom. That is really the balance 
I’m seeking to create,” he adds.

•	 WAN-IFRA

A new lens for South African investigative journalism

Reclaiming heritage of the seas 
vital as World Oceans Day call

T
ANZANIANS have lately 
started being treated to 
some intense references to 
the importance of aligning 

the country’s economy, most notably 
Zanzibar, to the long shoreline and 
islands – where Zanzibar and Pemba 
stand out.

The current authorities in the Isles 
have made this parameter a pillar of 
economic policy direction starting late 
last year and already plenty of positive 
development has been initiated, or 
galvanized.

While this theme would appear a 
bit restrained going by action on the 
part of Union government authorities, 
it was quite visible in pre-budget 
policy statements towards the current 
parliamentary meeting, and has 
definitely been enshrined as part of 
the wider focus for internal linkages or 
external relations.

This June 8 is the day officially 
designated as United Nations World 
Oceans Day 2022, where various 
organisations create synergies for 
pushing themes in relation to the 
ocean and ocean resources, as part 
of continual refinement of the global 
agenda. It is on this basis that countries 
arrive at conferences on all manner of 
issues with a certain commonness of 
views despite the huge variations in 
areas of emphasis.

One of the most poignant or 
remarkable achievements made 
thus far being the near generalised 
prohibition of the use of plastic bags 
far from friendly to the environment.

Massive numbers and amounts 
of such bags were being carried – 
dumped, rather – into the oceans by 
the thousands of tonnes yearly, slowly 
suffocating and poisoning numerous 
species there.

A UN chronicler says the United 
Nations marks World Oceans Day 
through an annual event coordinated 
by the world body’s Division for Ocean 
Affairs and the Law of the Sea (Office of 
Legal Affairs).

That inclusive event provides 
an opportunity to celebrate the 
importance of the ocean and related 

resources and to better understand 
how to interact with it in a sustainable 
manner.

The matter is then left the matter 
there for everyone to celebrate the 
clarity and unique simplicity of the 
proposition.

Things are radically different in real 
life, though, as each step envisaged 
carries a large baggage for economic 
opportunities including in the form of 
budgets.

Celebrating the Day isn’t always a 
moment of stinging disputes on who 
is polluting the sea and what should be 
done.

Rather, and this for the better, it is 
more angled at a measure of relaxation 
permitting genuine reflection on the 
issues, and sharing out comforting 
endorsements for actions well 
undertaken.

One entrance on this Day says that 
“our ocean feeds billions of people; it 
covers over 70 per cent of the planet 
and provides 80 per cent of the world’s 
biodiversity”. By extension, humankind 
is implored to appreciate the need 
to conserve “our wonderful marine 
resources for future generations”.

The call to ‘take action’ has a practical 
goal attached to it, and it is that the 
2022 Conservation Action Focus is “to 
protect at least 30 per cent of our blue 
planet by 2030”.

That essentially means that our blue 
economy focus shouldn’t just be on 
harvesting ocean resources but also on 
removing threats induced by human 
behaviours and activities or practices, 
where the plastics issue has already 
made a difference.

But humankind faces grave danger, 
even if it is at times viewed as lying 
within safe distance, as melting 
glaciers raise water levels and powerful 
tornadoes.

Weak habitats and flat croplands just 
cannot withstand that onslaught, the 
result being the throwing of millions of 
people into poverty each passing year.

There is thus every reason to 
heed appeals by experts and take 
appropriate action for the good of the 
present generation and posterity.

D
ISCUSSION about what 
to do to end Africa’s 
chronic food shortages 
owing in part to droughts 

and warfare rages and each time an 
international organisation issues a 
report on the matter, debate picks up 
again with some new insights.

This week the debate arises from the 
publication of a research report by the 
Mo Ibrahim Foundation, seeking to 
straighten the path towards an Africa-
wide agenda for the coming United 
Nations conference on climate change, 
COP 27.

The event is lined up for Egypt’s 
Sharm el-Sheikh resort city towards 
the end of the year, part of the idea 
being for nations to make progress on 
COP 26 – held in Glasgow.

A widely acknowledged consultant 
has raised the need to use historical 
data to improve weather predictions 
in Africa.

The particular proposition may 
be disputed by those in the field, 
the argument possibly being that 
structural data encompassing the past 
100 years and two decades may not be 
of much use.

A former UN weather scientist and 
now a climate and drought monitoring 
advisor with the Inter-Governmental 
Authority on Development (IGAD) says 
various African countries hold millions 
of analogue weather cards going back 
to 1896 that contain valuable climate 
information.

He has thus underlined the need 
to rescue historical weather data for 
African countries to inform future 
predictions. Those familiar with the 
methodology of climate debates realise 
that favouring long-term trends is tied 
up with climate change denial – that 

there are altered patterns noticed over 
a period of time and they do not need 
to worry policymakers.

The other reaction that is likely 
more accurate but has severe 
logistical handicaps as a solution is an 
ardent appeal to vastly improve the 
forecasting by placing more powerful 
equipment and having more weather 
observation points.

Trouble is that ensuring profitable 
use of such information calls for the 
deployment of working irrigation 
systems where a farmer plans how 
much water he or she ought to buy, etc.

That implies, as a minimum, settled 
agriculture where the private sector is 
involved in building dams or reservoirs 
and sells the water to whoever wants it.

For one thing, this isn’t the same as 
privatising household and factory or 
industrial water supply systems.

Then it also requires intensive 
farming where small patches of land 
have high productivity and where 
water conservation technologies or 
plant watering applications can be 
used, for instance planting vegetables 
in small containers with soil and 
intensely mineralised water.

Earlier, some people thought that 
this was European fantasy but now 
many in Africa are practising it as well.

Those who can use predicted 
weather for business purposes will 
mostly be commercial farmers but, 
with genetically modified seeds still 
out of bounds, the selection of seeds 
isn’t quite a market issue.

So knowing that there will be less or 
more rain (and it scarcely gets better 
than that), may affect crop selection 
and acreage. But suffering induced by 
droughts or floods wouldn’t have been 
checked even then.

Improved weather predictions have 
role in boosting Africa’s agriculture
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By Zhang Yunbi 

S
tarting this month, a number of high-level global or regional 
economic forums are going to be held by Asian countries, usher-
ing in an Asian moment for their role in global governance. 

Boosting unity among developing countries, revitalizing 
growth and tackling the global economic downturn are high on the 
agenda, officials and analysts said. Asia is the largest continental economy 
accounting for roughly 40 percent of the world's total gross domestic 
product.

This year, China is expected to host the BRICS Summit, Cambodia 
will host the Leaders' Meetings on East Asian Cooperation, Indonesia is 
scheduled to host the G20 Summit and Thailand will be host of the APEC 
Economic Leaders' Meeting.

The BRICS group comprises five leading emerging markets－Brazil, 
Russia, India, China and South Africa, and the G20 group accounts for 
roughly more than 80 percent of the world's total GDP.

Facing a turbulent international situation, Asian countries "should play 
an active role in peace, stability and development in the region and the 
world at large", Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
told Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi on May 25.

Wang said China "fully supports and actively echoes" the joint news 
release issued by the foreign ministries of Cambodia, Indonesia and 
Thailand on May 4 about sending a common message by Asia to 
strengthen solidarity and meet challenges together.

Beijing believes the world should "listen more to Asian voices, respect 
Asian positions and learn from Asian wisdom", Wang said in a virtual 
meeting with Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Prak Sokhonn on May 8.

"A shoutout to multilateralism beyond the war has never been 
more important, as was its invention during World War II for postwar 
prosperity and peace," the East Asian Forum Editorial Board, located in 
the Australian National University, said in an article published last month.

"The silver lining is that Asia is heavily invested in multilateralism and 
home to multilateral platforms that bring together the United States, key 
Asian states, the European Union and Russia," it added.

Zhu Jiejin, a professor at Fudan University's School of International 
Relations and Public Affairs, said Asian countries' presidency this year 
of major global and regional economic forums comes at a time in which 
"global governance as a whole is faced with potential major setbacks" 
because of the spillover effect of the Ukraine crisis and US-led sanctions 
against Russia.

Zhu noted that some other leading forums, such as the G-7 meetings, 
have drifted away from economic topics onto the Ukraine situation, and 
"some G-7 members are not earnest about advancing global governance 
at the moment."

In a video address at the opening session of the BRICS Foreign Ministers' 
Meeting on May 19, President Xi Jinping underscored that "development 
is a common task for emerging markets and developing countries".

"Facing the various risks and challenges of the day, it is more important 
than ever for emerging markets and developing countries to strengthen 
solidarity and cooperation," he said.

Zhu, the Fudan University professor, said, "By hosting this year's BRICS 
Summit, China will further display its constructive role as a contributor 
to the reform of the global governance system.

"Global governance this year is faced with the risk of making zero 
progress. For the success of BRICS and G20 meetings this year, it is 
key that the developing countries work closer, seek greater strategic 
autonomy and further avoid taking sides in the rest of this year."

In recent months, Beijing has publicly encouraged emerging 
economies and developing countries to turn themselves from "followers" 
to "forerunners" and even "pacesetters "on the track of global governance.

"Together, we can play a more active role, speak with a bigger voice, 
help make the international order more just and equitable, and promote 
more open, inclusive, balanced and win-win globalization for all," Wang, 
the state councilor, said at a news conference in March.

Sun Weidong, the Chinese ambassador to India, said that "BRICS 
countries should be leaders of global governance".

"Global challenges are emerging one after another. Only by coordinating 
global actions can we properly cope with them. 'Small circles' can't solve 
the 'big challenges' facing the whole world," the diplomat said in an 
article published in The Hindu last month.

Susan A. Thornton, former US State Department acting assistant 
secretary for East Asian and Pacific Affairs and now a senior fellow at 
the Yale Law School Paul Tsai China Center, warned last month about 
"creeping protectionism, cascading sanction regimes and popular 
demonstrations of political solidarity such as boycotts in the Asia-Pacific 
region".

Xu Xiujun, director of the International Political Economy Department 
of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences' Institute of World Economics 
and Politics, said, "As some Western countries are posing major challenges 
to the world in terms of economy and security, the BRICS countries, as 
major emerging economies and leading developing countries, should 
play a greater role in championing the world's peace and security at this 
moment."

Xu noted that "this special year has endowed special historical duty 
and mission to the BRICS grouping" given the glum prospects of the 
global economy.

So far, BRICS cooperation has withstood the test of a drastically 
changing global political landscape, and "we have also seen rising needs 
and momentum from the five countries as well as the rest of the world to 
come along for greater collaboration", Xu said.

Rebecca Sta Maria, executive director of the APEC Secretariat, said in 
a signed article published on June 1 in the Bangkok Post newspaper that 
"the world is dividing, and there are few avenues where members can 
come together to engage in genuine dialogue".

Yang Baoyun, a professor of ASEAN studies at Thammasat University 
in Bangkok, said, "China has been a staunch supporter to securing unity 
among the BRICS members and among the vast number of developing 
countries. What China believes in is a broad community of shared futures 
rather than a small clique."

Asian moment at forums eyes unity, growth

The Chongqing-Lincang-Mandalay cargo train awaits departure in Chongqing on May 23, 2022. Making joint efforts to achieve common development is "even more nec-
essary" than in the past for Asian countries that are facing common and critical challenges amid global uncertainty. Photo/Xinhua

Together, we can play a more active role, 
speak with a bigger voice, help make the 
international order more just and equitable, 
and promote more open, inclusive, balanced 
and win-win globalization for all
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T
HE economic, trade, technological 
and communication integration which 
comes with interdependence and inter-
connectedness is the reality one cannot 

run away from in today’s world.
The interaction and integration among peo-

ple, companies, civil societies and governments 
worldwide has never been stronger than it is in 
our time. Globalization has accelerated since the 
18th century due to advances in transportation 
and communication technology. This increase in 
global interactions has caused a growth in inter-
national trade and the exchange of ideas, beliefs 
and cultures.

One of the most important factors that have 
turned our world into a village aside informa-
tion and communication technology is language. 
And it turns those who can speak more than one 
stand at an advantageous position. It’s called 
multilingualism.

There are about 7,000 different languages spo-
ken around the world. These languages are more 
than just a form of communication but instead 
represent different cultures, traditions and iden-
tities. They are an inseparable aspect of people’s 
lives e.

In today’s societies, bilingualism or even mul-
tilingualism is very common due to close prox-
imity to other countries with different languages 
and an increased desire to acquire such skills.

Globalization has had major effects on the 
spread and ascribed value of multilingualism. As 
a result of the interconnectedness brought about 
by globalization, languages are being transferred 
between communities, cultures and economies 
at an increasingly fast pace. Therefore, though 
globalization is widely seen as an economic pro-
cess, it has resulted in linguistic shifts on a global 
scale.

Multilingualism can come in handy in our fast-changing, globalised world  

As our social and economic worlds are becoming more glo-
balized, with it is a strong, natural growing demand and need 
for multilingualism in both the economic and social spheres. 
The noticeable increase in globalization in the past has resulted 
in the UNICEF’s support for multilingual programmes in school 
systems.

Countries in different parts of the world, United States includ-
ed, are becoming more populated with persons living in a coun-
try different from which they were born in. People who know 
other languages often familiarize themselves with those cultures 
as well. They appreciate cultural differences and are more open 
to new approaches and traditions. This diverse mindset reduces 
biases and encourages more travelling in the future.

Because of key aspects such as trade, diplomacy and intel-
ligence gathering, countries and companies put a premium on 
individuals who are proficient in more than one language. More 
than ever before, bilingualism or multilingualism is becoming 
more important for job requirement.

Studies show that over half of Europeans (54 per cent) are able 
to hold a conversation in at least one additional language, 18 per 
cent of Canadians are proficient in more than one language, Unit-
ed States (20 per cent) and 43 per cent of the world’s population.

There are lots of benefits of speaking more than one language. 
Multilingualism increases our cognitive abilities such as prob-
lem-solving, creativity and memory. It makes one smarter than 
fellows who speak only one language known as monolingual.

One third of all the corporations 
in the US are either owned or based 
abroad. Knowing other languages 
broadens one’s employment oppor-
tunities both internally and to other 
locations worldwide. 

Companies are always looking to 
hire people who can speak multiple 
languages. They provide precious 
skills that come in handy when ne-
gotiating with foreign suppliers, cus-
tomers, or trying to expand into a 
new location.

As the world becomes more con-
nected and globalized, the trend of 
studying other languages will con-
tinue. As demand increases, more 
innovative and complete approaches 
to learning languages are emerging 
as well. Take advantage of your free 
time and learn some basics of a new 
language, you never know when it 
might be useful.

Speaking more than one language 
inevitably means that one has ac-
cess to more than one culture as that 
person tends to have a better under-
stand of intercultural differences and 
the nuances of different subcultures 
within an entire culture. 

Several studies show that know-
ing several languages support one’s 
lifestyle, boosts longevity and the 
speaker holds a special position in 
cultural dynamicity and cross- cul-
ture exchange.

Multilingualism has a range of 
social, psychological and lifestyle 
benefits. Furthermore, experts are 

discovering slew of health benefits 
from learning multiple languages, in-
cluding quicker stroke recovery and 
delayed dementia development.

Being multilingual is a valuable 
advantage in today’s global society 
which is right at everyone’s doorstep. 
Language and the ability to commu-
nicate are important skills to possess. 
These skills are particularly useful 
for healthcare professionals because 
without effective communication, it is 
tricky to collect reliable information 
and inform patients of a diagnosis.

Imagine how customers and em-
ployees in the global marketplace 
must feel when companies only of-
fer English communication options. 
These customers and employees are 
often left with either no communica-
tion option or forced to try to com-
municate in English, a language with 
which they are less familiar and less 
comfortable. Whether it is market-
ing communication, customer sup-
port, or internal employee meetings, 
a separation occurs when individuals 
lack access to multilingual communi-
cation.

English is the most spoken language 
in the world. While many people 
around the globes have some knowl-
edge of spoken English, most world cit-
izens do not use English as a primary 
language. English reigns as the stand-
ard global corporate language, but glo-
balization demands multilingual com-
munication to reach customers and 
retain employees around the world. 

Samia did well to hand Tundu Lissu his well-deserved cash, passport
By Guardian Reporter

CHADEMA national Vice 
Chairman (Mainland) Tundu 
Lissu said early this month 
that the government had 
deposited into his bank ac-
count his gratuity and other 
dues the state owed him for 
the three years he served as 
a Member of Parliament.

This comes after several 
requests following his con-
troversial removal from the 
Singida East seat in June 
2019 for what then Speaker 
of the National Assembly Job 
Ndugai termed as failure to 
inform him about his (Lis-
su’s) whereabouts and non-
filing of assets and liabilities 
among other reasons.

The decision to strip him 
of the seat was seen as con-
troversial in some quarters 
because at the time of his 
removal, the whole world 
knew that the politician was 
fighting for his life inside an 
intensive care unit at a hos-
pital in Belgium after he was 
shot 16 times by unknown 
assailants at his residence in 
Dodoma in September 2017.

It must be remembered 
that before travelling to Bel-
gium for specialized treat-
ment, Lissu was first airlifted 
to Nairobi Hospital where 
amongst a handful of public 
officials who visited him was 

then Vice President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan.

Samia headed to the hos-
pital shortly after attending 
President Uhuru Kenyatta’s 
inauguration in November 
2017, a move that was inter-
preted as risky on her part 
because of the circumstanc-
es of Lissu’s shooting at a 
time when he was one fierc-
est critics of the government.

In March 2021, then VP Sa-
mia was sworn in President 
of the United Republic of 
Tanzania following the death 
of her predecessor John 
Pombe Magufuli. After the 
change of guard State House, 
many things changed for the 
better.

The opportunity for Lissu 
to get his benefits presented 
itself in February 2022, when 
he met with President Sa-
mia in Belgium. During that 
meeting, Lissu appealed to 
the Head of State to inter-
vene and rescue the situa-
tion and revealed that Samia 
promised to help him.

The politician added that 
he also asked President Sa-
mia to help him obtain a 
passport, the request he said 
was implemented promptly, 
to his pleasant surprise.

And on 1st of this month, 
he broke the good news dur-
ing a discussion on social au-
dio app Clubhouse, saying “I 

have been paid all my bene-
fits due to my service in par-
liament. So I can therefore 
say that the issue has been 
resolved.” 

As for the cost of his treat-
ment, Lissu revealed that he 
received a letter from the 
government advising him 
to write a letter requesting 
payment of his medical bills 
which he said he has already 
prepared and was looking for 
documents to attach with the 
same because he was treated 
in two countries and Kenya 
and Belgium.

Beautiful, isn’t it? It’s really 
beautiful because this is not 
only good for Lissu but also 
for the country. This country 
was divided and polarized; 
there were them and us. This 
has changed. Anyone who 
has a right gets it. The presi-
dent should be encouraged to 
continue on this trajectory. 

Lissu’s medical trip to Bel-
gium turned into exile after 
his recovery as he feared for 
his life after being shot multi-
ple times in guarded govern-
ment properties but the sus-
pects were never found, leave 
alone being charged.

The politician came back 
and was unanimously en-
dorsed by his main position 
party Chadema its candidate 
for the 2020 presidential 
election won by then incum-

bent the late John Magufuli.
Soon after taking over 

as president, Samia made 
speeches that were seen as 
pundits as geared towards 
uniting, reconciling and 
healing a deeply divided 
society especially after the 
polls.

"This is a time for consola-
tion, showing love to one an-
other, strengthening peace, 
unity and our brotherhood, 
honour our dignity and pat-
riotism," she said.

The new Commander-In- 
Chief appealed to all Tanza-
nian to have faith in her lead-
ership, assuring that nothing 
would go wrong as the coun-
try was blessed with capable 
leaders.

"Our country is also gifted 
with good leaders with the 
solid foundations of nation-
alism, brotherhood, unity 
and tolerance and well-disci-
plined defence and security 
organs," she said.

Many people don’t take 
promises made by politician 
at face value but it appears 
President Samia is proving 
gthem wrong, going by what 
she has done so far. Nothing 
is as healing and heartwarm-
ing as reaching out to those 
who are your opponents, 
perceived or real. This is 
what separates mere politi-
cians from leaders. 

Otherwise, companies miss out on the 
ever-expanding world market.

Multilingual communication is core 
for business. Building trust impacts 
the bottom line for global companies 
and multilingual communication is 
a core pillar for effective growth. For 
both clients and staff, the ability to re-
ceive information and communicate 
outwardly in a native language builds 
trust and loyalty for the brand and the 
company.

Multilingual communication also 
avoids miscommunication, offense 
and other adverse reactions from 
both clients and employees. A multi-
lingual approach to communication 
builds a strong foundation for your 
global success.

The world is slowly turning into a 
global village, thanks to the internet 
and other technologies. In this regard, 
only individuals who speak more than 
one language can interact with more 
people in this new village. 

For example, multilingual students 
have more options of universities 
and experts they can learn from .On 
the other hand, businesses that want 
to serve a global audience must have 
multilingual staff. 

Governments and other stakehold-
ers have to play their part to ensure 
there is proper integration in this 
global village through multilingual-
ism. How many languages can you 
speak? I can speak, read and write 
more than three languages and I’m 
still learning. 

Pressing Issues
With 

Chaitra Chatterjee

Contact
0742 180 127

File photo of Tundu Lissu as he lay in hospital following the September 2017 shooting.
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By Correspondent Deodatus Mfugale

THE landscape of women par-
ticipation in decision-making 
processes is changing although, 
maybe, not fast enough. 

Where women are educated 
and are aware of their rights, 
like in urban and semi-urban 
areas, their number in such pro-
cesses is big and their participa-
tion conspicuous, partly by vir-
tue of circumstances but mainly 
because they can fight for their 
rights having been exposed to 
situations where gender equal-
ity and equity are given space. 

Over the years, however, 
women in rural areas are also 
becoming aware of their rights 
and as advocates of gender eq-
uity and equality make inroads 
in the rural communities, more 
and more women find slots in 
the decision making processes. 
Where such spaces are hard 
to come by, rural woman have 
learned to fight for equity with 
their male counterparts in de-
cision making and leadership. 
Many projects run by govern-
ment and civil organisations 
nowfocus on gender main-
streaming in their operations, 
making them participatory and 
inclusive. Where projects un-
dertake gender-mainstreaming, 
the resulting benefits are en-
joyed by a big majority in the 
community, the project be-
comes sustainable and commu-
nity ownership of the project 
grows deep and strong roots.

Take the case of the case of 
the Fair Water Features pro-
ject, for example. The project is 
conducted by Shahidi wa Maji, 
a non-governmental organiza-
tion, and it is being implement-
ed in partnership with five vil-
lages of Kilosa and Kilombero in 
Morogoro Region. For smooth 
implementation of the project 
each village has selected 15 peo-
ple, Mashahidi wa Maji, who are 
torch bearers in searching solu-
tions for availability of water 
and equitable sharing of the re-
source. 

“In this village there are five 
women who are members of 
Mashahidi wa Maji. The secre-
tary is a woman and we par-

ticipate in all discussions that 
focus on issues related to water 
availability and distribution,” 
says Loliani Ikoo, of Mbwade vil-
lage. It is important for women’s 
voices to be heard when com-
munities discuss any issue relat-
ed to water becauseultimately 
it is women who bear the brunt 
of water shortage and scarcity, 
even more when there is unfair 
distribution of the resource. 
“Masai men are not concerned 
about water for domestic use, 
they only worry about their 
livestock. They may spend the 
whole day away but when they 
come home they need food and 
water to drink. We have to car-
ry the burden of ensuring that 
there is enough water to meet 
domestic needs and in order 
to ease our burden we have to 
participate in decision making 
so that our voicescan be heard,” 

says Ms. Ikoo.
Sometimes customs and tra-

ditions tend to prevent women 
from taking part in public meet-
ings; they become mere listen-
ers and spectators. According 
to Masai tradition, women are 
not allowed to speak in a gath-
ering that involves men. “No, 
things have changed and men 
have become more liberal now. 
We attend village meetings and 
give our opinion on issues. In 
Mashahidi wa Maji we are given 
equal opportunity with men to 
speak and air our views and the 
decisions that we arrive at take 
into account our opinions,” ex-
plains Ikoo. “I have realize that 
women need motivation and 
some guidance in order to make 
significant contributions in vari-
ous matters. Next year when we 
elect new members, I would like 
to vie for the post of chairman 

of Mashahidiwa Maji. I think I 
will make a good leader,” Ikoo 
adds.

Josephina John Petro is the 
chairperson of Chanzulu Irriga-
tion Sheme and among seven 
women who are Mashahidi wa 
Maji. As a member of Mashahidi, 
she has to work with the rest of 
the team to ensure enough sup-
ply of water to meet the needs 
of the villagers, and then move 
a step further to enforce the 
schedule for distribution of wa-
ter for irrigation. “The old school 
of thought would think that this 
is too heavy a responsibility for a 
woman to accomplish but I can 
tell you I am doing very well. Of 
course I get the support of my 
fellow Mashahidi but to think 
that I bear the ultimate respon-
sibility for fair distribution of 
water for irrigation is testimony 
that women can do wonders if 

given opportunity to participate 
in the decision making process,” 
says Ms. Petro.

But men are shrewd; they 
can always find ways of exclud-
ing women from participating 
in making decisions or over-
whelm them through voting. In 
Mashahidi wa Maji, the number 
of men is bigger than that of 
women. Seven women comprise 
Mashahidi wa Maji team in Su-
lulu Village. “Well, that has not 
happened here and it is unlikely 
that it is going to happen; both 
men and women need water al-
though men are more focused 
on water for irrigation and leave 
us to solve the problem of water-
for domestic use. But we have a 
regulation here that Mashahidi 
will not make any decision un-
less three women members are 
present. This is to make sure 
that our opinions are taken on 

board,” explains Sauda Thabit 
Yeu, a member of Mashahidi wa 
Maji in Sululu Village of Kilosa 
District. However in order not 
to delay the decision making 
process, women have taken to 
encourage each other to attend 
and participate in all meetings 
so that no decision is reached 
because women are absent due 
to flimsy excuses.

Lipangalala village has a differ-
ent situation that confers differ-
ent responsibilities for men and 
women. While men go fishing in 
the river and sell their catch to 
various buyers including those 
outside the village, women sell 
fried fish and other foodstuffs 
to fishermen and other people 
who come to buy fish at the vil-
lage. “We earn our income from 
selling fried fish and food. If we 
don’t have a strong voice, men 
can make decisions that could 

affect our business. As Mashahi-
di wa Maji our concern has been 
to make sure that conditions are 
good for those who fish in the riv-
er and for us who sell foodstuffs. 
Both of us need a good income 
in order to meet the needs of our 
families and the river is the only 
source of income for men and 
women,” says Joyce Msangula, 
a member of Shahidi wa Maji in 
Lipangalala Village of Kilombero 
District in Morogoro Region.

In total there are about 75 
members of Mashahidi wa Maji 
in the five villages where the Fair 
Water Futures project is being 
implemented. Women make a 
total of 35 members. The project 
has strived to build the capacity 
of women to present their views 
and opinions as they take part 
in the decision making process. 
The process to look for solutions 
to broblesm facing pastoralists, 
farmers and fishers must be par-
ticipatory and inclusive so that 
all members of the community 
can realize sustainable benefits.

Speaking recently at a work-
shop to build the capacity of 
Tanzania Forest Working Group 
(TFWG) members to undertake 
gender mainstreaming in their 
organisations, Prof. John Jecko-
niah of Sokoine University of 
Agriculture said that gender 
mainstreaming may maximize 
benefits and lead to equitable 
benefit sharing of natural re-
sources. “Women are usually un-
derrepresented and ill-equipped 
to participate in decision making 
processes,” said Prof. Jeckoniah. 
“But we must go a step further 
as women’s inclusion or partici-
pation does not guarantee their 
involvement in decision making. 
We must guarantee their right 
to use these resources. We must 
ensure that women’s voices are 
heard in all decisions related to 
the use of natural resources,” he 
added.

It is important for women to 
be involved in decision making 
but it is much more important 
for them to participate in all 
processes that eventually count 
for a decision to be made. They 
must understand the issues and 
their right to own and use natu-
ral resources.

Reserving a seat for women at the table of decision making

By Guardian Reporter, Kigali

THE Australian government has agreed to support 
Tanzania in three areas of policy, academic and re-
search, and technical issues related to the Information 
Communication Technology (ICT) sector. 

Tanzania Communications Regulatory Authority 
(TCRA) Director General (DG) Dr Jabiri Bakari unveiled 
this when speaking after holding talks with the Austral-
ian government through the country's Ministry of For-
eign Affairs and Trade. 

They met on the sidelines of the ongoing Internation-
al Telecommunication Development Conference (ITU 
WTDC - 2022) in the Rwandan capital, Kigali.

Dr Bakari said that in that meeting, Australia asked 
to support and nominate Tanzania as a member of the 
ITU Council.

He also said that in the talks, Tanzania and Austral-
ian government representatives discussed issues of in-
creased cooperation in regional areas, policy, technical 
issues, and research. 

“In short, we’ve agreed to cooperate with Australia in 
three areas, the policy area, the academic and research 
area, technical issues across the ICT area,” noted Dr 
Bakari. 

He stated that Australia has shown interest in the 
presence of three Tanzanian universities—University of 
Dodoma (UDOM), University of Dar es Salaam (UDSM) 
and Dar es Salaam Institute of Technology (DIT) and 
pledged to continue working with higher learning  edu-
cation institutions in  Tanzania. 

He also stated that Tanzania is to benefit from its 
active participation in this year’s ITU WTDC – 2022, 
which provide platform for participants to extensively 
discuss and set development plans for the global tel-
ecommunications sector.

The landmark digital development conference aimed 
at bringing affordable, meaningful connectivity to the 
estimated 2.9 billion people worldwide who still lack 
an Internet connection.

The conference has been organised by the Interna-
tional Telecommunication Union (ITU)—the United Na-
tions specialized agency for information and commu-
nication technologies (ICTs).

Held for the first time in African soil, the conference 

Australia to support Tanzania 
in three areas of development

what is the direction of the telecommunications and 
ICT industry as a whole in the world so that we as a 
country are not left behind; The telecommunications 
industry has a tremendous growth rate, and we want 
to be part of that transition,” he said. 

At the September summit, Tanzania will apply to be 
elected as one of the member states of the ITU Council, 
considering it has become a hub for connecting coun-
tries off the coast of the Indian Ocean to the communi-
cation channel through the sea.

So far, Tanzania is connecting Uganda, Rwanda, Bu-
rundi, Mozambique, Malawi, and Kenya and the strat-
egy is to continue to provide telecommunications 
services to more countries including the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC).

TCRA’s communications and technology resource 
management unit manager, Felician Mwesiga noted 
that Tanzania is involved in making various resolu-
tions for the telecommunications sector in the world 
and hopes to take advantage of the conference to seek 
support and voted to be a Member of the Executive 
Council of the ITU at its general assembly expected to 
be held in Romania in August later this year.

“Tanzania has become an ICT influential country in 
our region, our goal is to make sure we use the opportu-
nity of this conference to bid to re-enter the ITU Coun-
cil during the General Assembly in September this year 
as this is an opportunity to increase our influence in 
promoting ICT in this region of Africa,” Mwesiga noted.

He added that Tanzania's participation as a member 
of the ITU council will enable the country to manage 
key issues in the development of the digital economy.

ITU manages three sectors namely the standards sec-
tor, the IT development sector, and the frequency sec-
tor. ITU WTDC - 2022 was preceded by the Youth Net-
work Conference held on June 2-4 this year in Kigali, 
where participants discussed cross-cutting issues of 
various sectors of the economy and how ICT can con-
tribute to economic growth.

In this network conference, Tanzania participated 
fully through the representation of communications 
authorities and a delegation of ICT youth from higher 
education institutions.

The Tanzanian delegation to the conference is head-
ed by the Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Infor-
mation, Communications and Information Technology, 
Dr Jim Yonazi and assisted by the ministry’s director of 
sector affairs Dr. Emmanuel Mannaseh.

Other representatives are from higher learning insti-
tutions—University of Dar es Salaam, Dar es Salaam In-
stitute of Technology (DIT) and of St. Joseph University 
of Dar es Salaam.

TCRA director general Dr Jabiri Bakari makes a follow-up on papers presented at  the World Telecommunication 
Development Conference in Kigali.

is geared towards setting strategies 
to ensure that all communities in 
the world are connected to commu-
nication systems.

The ITU, through its Communi-
cations Development (BDT) de-
partment, organizes the World 
Telecommunications Development 
Conference (WTDC) every four 
years to receive a variety of topics, 
discuss implementation and imple-
mentation of key projects and pro-
grams for global communication 
development and focus on growth 
of the global telecommunications 

industry.
ITU WTDC - 2022 is the ITU's high-

est policy-making body which also 
approves four-year strategic and fi-
nancial plans, and selects a team of 
senior executives of the organiza-
tion, member states of the council, 
and members of the various boards 
of the Organization under the Unit-
ed Nations (UN).

As an active member and partici-
pant in the conference, Tanzania 
will use the opportunity to seek 
support from ITU member states to 
be elected as members of the ITU 

Council at its General Assembly in 
Bucharest, Romania, in September 
next year.

Commenting on the priorities of 
the telecommunications services 
regulator in Tanzania, Dr Bakari 
emphasized that the authority is 
committed to keeping pace with 
technological change by ensur-
ing that it cooperates with other 
countries in the world to embrace 
and implement the necessary IT re-
forms. 

"Our aim is to see this conference 
enable TCRA to understand exactly 

Loliani Ikoo (2nd R), who is aspiring for the chairmainship of Mashahidi wa Maji in Mbwade Village.
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DOOR, BOSS, YARN, DOHA, 
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ANGOLA, AFRICA, GAMBIA, TANAPA, SAHARA
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1. Tanzania’s statesman 
4.  vomit  
8.  country with the longest coastline 
in the World 
10.Largest country in the World
12.Natives of  Asia 
13.an emperor of Russia in 1915
15.’’Ravager of the Lands’’
17.legal interpreter in the middle
ages   18.bird similar to a swallow 
21.planet nearest to the earth
22.First man  25.Pakistan’s language
26.deep unconsciousness
28.Bamako is the Capital
29.a prompt for action
30.a plant of a large genus 
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33.Old name of TaboraBy
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1.  First President of Ghana
2.  festival celebrating the
 resurrection of Christ 
3.  considered best 
4.  a path    5.  University
6.  building containing a sacred black 
stone   7.  edition 
8.  political coalitions intended to 
promote mutual interests 
9.  a witch doctor in S.Africa
11.Eritrea’s Capital 
14.continent with a single country 
16.monetary unit of Macao
19.to entertain  20.a person who likes 
you 23.benefit paid by the state to the 
unemployed 24.Prayer 
27.a fraud  28.Mother
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 A C I R F A

RIO DE JANEIRO

A
caba Mundo has fallen into 
oblivion, despite its apoca-
lyptic name – which roughly 
translates as World’s End – 

and historical importance as an urban 
waterway. It is a typical victim of Brazil’s 
metropolises, which were turned into 
cemeteries of streams, with their flood-
ed neighborhoods and filthy rivers.

The Acaba Mundo stream disap-
peared under the asphalt and concrete 
of Belo Horizonte, capital of the state of 
Minas Gerais in southeast Brazil. It was 
the main source of water for the first 
inhabitants of the city founded in 1897 
and the first watercourse in the city to 
be culverted and hidden underground.

Interventions on the riverbed began 
a century ago, with modifications to 
adjust it to the geometric layout of the 
streets and canalizations, and ended 
with it being completely covered over, 
except for its headwaters, in the 1970s, 
geographer Alessandro Borsagli, a pro-
fessor and researcher who specializes 
in water issues, told IPS.

It became invisible, like practically all 
the streams that flow into the Arrudas 
River, the axis of the main watershed 
of the planned city of Belo Horizonte, 
whose limits were exceeded decades 
ago by urban sprawl and which now 
has 2.5 million inhabitants. 

Forgotten
The existence of the Acaba Mundo 

stream has also been erased from peo-
ple’s memories. But its waters still run 
in clogged culverts under streets and 
avenues, including the city’s main av-
enue, Afonso Pena.

The city government does not even 
mention it in the presentation of the 

America Rene Giannetti Municipal 
Park, a large popular space for tourism 
and nature conservation in the center 
of the city, which was originally crossed 
by the stream before it was diverted by 
canals to another sub-basin.

Only elderly residents such as Car-
mela Pezzuti, who lived in Belo Hori-
zonte for a few months in 1939, when 
she was six years old, still remember – 
as she told IPS – that the park then took 
its name from Acaba Mundo, when the 
stream still existed aboveground.

Today, the so-called Dry Bridge is still 
there, under which the now hidden and 
forgotten stream used to flow.

“This reflects the history of Belo Hori-
zonte, of increasing interventions in the 
watercourses and ‘hydrophobia’ in re-
sponse to the stench from the streams, 
which were used as sewage outfalls 
and turned into sources of diseases,” 
in addition to the increasingly frequent 
floods, said Borsagli. 

Business vs streams
Covering up the streams and expand-

ing the underground channels became 
a demand of society in general, in ad-
dition to responding to the interests of 
real estate businesses that have treated 
the watercourses as obstacles to the 
construction of new housing, he said.

The transportation sector, from the 
automotive industry to bus companies, 
also pushed for the conversion of river-
beds and their banks into avenues, as 
has been done since automobiles took 
over the cities.

“The urban mobility model adopted 
is incompatible with watercourses,” 
urban architect Elisa Marques, a re-
searcher and activist on water issues, 
told IPS. “Avenues are built on the val-
ley bottoms, the riverbeds are blocked 

Cities in Brazil reap floods after hiding their rivers underground

The water is still dirty when it is returned to the Onça River after passing through the Wastewater Treatment Plant in the city of Belo Horizonte, in southern Brazil. 
Much remains to be decontaminated, as well as the Velhas River that it flows into. File photo

suppression of vegetation, makes the 
channels, no matter how much they 
are enlarged, unable to absorb the in-
creased flow of torrents in the rainiest 
periods, usually in December and Janu-
ary, said Borsagli.

The topography of Belo Horizonte 
favors the existence of hundreds of fast-
flowing streams and minor watercours-
es, due to the steep slopes.

The Curral mountain range, where 
the main tributaries of the Arrudas 
River rise, which cross the most ur-
banized part of the city, exceeds 1,400 
meters above sea level, while the Ar-
rudas is about 800 meters above sea 
level.

“It is not known for sure why the 
Acaba Mundo stream is so named, 
whether it is because its source is far 
from the center of the city like the end 
of the world or because of the destruc-
tive force of its torrent,” explained the 
geographer, author of the book “Invis-
ible Rivers of the Mining Metropolis”.

Flooding worsened as the city grew, 
especially from the 1940s onwards, 
and interventions that replaced the 
streambeds with channels aggravated 
the problem, according to Borsagli. He 
explained that channelizing a stream 
almost always increases the flow that 
floods the watershed below.

Currently, the most severe flooding 
continues to be seen along some parts 
of the Arrudas River, but it has be-
come more frequent in Belo Horizon-
te’s other basin, that of the Onça River 
(the Portuguese name for jaguar), in 
the northern part of the city, whose 
population has grown more recently 
and is poorer.

In general, Brazilian cities lack ef-
ficient drainage systems. The govern-

mental National Sanitation Informa-
tion System found that in 2020 only 
45.3 percent of the 4107 municipali-
ties that participated in its assessment 
– out of a national total of 5570 – have 
exclusive rainwater drainage systems. 
In the rest the rainwater is mixed with 
wastewater.

This shortfall exacerbates the re-
current water tragedies. São Paulo 
also suffers annual flooding in several 
neighborhoods. And on the outskirts 
of Recife, in the Northeast, torrential 
rains in the last days of May left at least 
127 dead and 9,000 people affected. 

Pollution
In addition to the failure of storm-

water drainage, there is also the pol-
lution of water resources. For decades 
Belo Horizonte used the streams as 
sewage channels, with little treatment 
of the drainage, spreading filth and 
disease.

The situation in Belo Horizonte im-
proved with the construction of the 
Arrudas River Wastewater Treatment 
Plant (ETE) in 2001 and the Onça 
Wastewater Treatment Plant in 2006, 
but it is still insufficient, said Apolo 
Heringer, a physician, environmental-
ist and retired professor from the Fed-
eral University of Minas Gerais.

Heringer, who was a political exile 
during the 1964-1985 military dicta-
torship, founded the Manuelzão Pro-
ject at the university in 1997, with the 
aim of cleaning up and revitalizing the 
Velhas River, the source of half the wa-
ter consumed in the areas on the out-
skirts of Belo Horizonte and the recipi-
ent of the rivers that cross the capital, 
the Arrudas and the Onça.

The ETEs respond in part to the strat-

egy advocated by the environmentalist 
and his project of concentrating efforts 
where they are most productive.

“Along 30 to 40 kilometers of the Vel-
has River and the final stretches of the 
Arrudas and Onça rivers, 80 percent of 
the pollution produced by 80 percent 
of the population of the outlying neigh-
borhoods is concentrated, both from 
sewage and garbage. It is the epicenter 
of pollution,” Heringer told IPS.

Focusing efforts in this area, which 
makes up only 20 percent of the city, 
would practically result in the decon-
tamination of the Velhas River basin, 
which extends for 800 kilometers and 
flows into the São Francisco, one of 
the largest national rivers that crosses 
a large part of the semiarid Northeast 
region.

But the goal of being able to swim, 
fish and boat in the Velhas River re-
quires 100 percent wastewater treat-
ment, and the collection and proper 
management of all garbage so that the 
liquid runoff does not go into the rivers. 
This means it is still a distant dream, the 
expert acknowledged.

The treatment of sewage by the Minas 
Gerais Sanitation Company (Copasa) 
is still incomplete; the water that is re-
turned to the rivers still contains impu-
rities, the environmentalist lamented.

ETE Arrudas removes the main pol-
lutants and complies with national leg-
islation, as shown by laboratory tests. 
“It is possible to visually verify the dif-
ference in quality of the treated sewage 
in relation to the raw sewage,” Copasa 
replied to questions from IPS on the 
matter.

However, in the Onça River ETE, the 
water returned to the river does not ap-
pear to be clean.                                 IPS

and the soil becomes more imperme-
able. Improving public transport would 
reduce the space for cars and return it 
to the waters.” 

Floods
The increasing impermeabilization 

of the soil, due to urban expansion and 
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BUSINESS

By Staff Reporter

TANZANIANS can now invest in 
Southern Africa Development Com-
munity (SADC) countries without seek-
ing waiver from the Bank of Tanzania 
(BOT).

This is in accordance with the new 
foreign exchange regulations 2022, 
passed in May this year, which also per-
mit SADC and East African Community 
(EAC) residents to invest in Tanzania’s 
government securities.

“This is expected to increase investor 
base and competition in government 
securities market,” said a statement by 
the Monetary Policy Committee after its 
meeting on 6th June 2022 to assess the 

conduct of monetary policy in March 
and April 2022, recent global and do-
mestic economic situation.

However, according to the regula-
tions, government securities purchased 
shall not be transferred to a resident 
within six months from the date of pur-
chase. This led to revocation of the For-
eign Exchange Regulations, 1998 and 
the Foreign Exchange (Listed Securi-
ties) Regulations, 2003.

But, according to the regulations, a 
Tanzanian resident may not engage in 
outward portfolio investment, acquisi-
tion of real estate and outward direct 
investment outside the prescribed ter-
ritory; and credit accommodation in 
favour of any non-resident.

Tanzanians can now invest 
in SADC without BoT waiver

NAIROBI

DUTCH paint maker AkzoNobel has 
agreed to buy Japan’s Kansai Paint’s 
business in Kenya and the rest of Af-
rica, strengthening its footprint in the 
region.

Kansai Plascon assets and operations 
which are owned by Tokyo-listed Kan-
sai Paint Co Ltd including in Uganda, 
Kenya, Tanzania, Zanzibar, and Burun-

di will now transfer to the Dutch firm, 
they said in a statement.

The move ends years of trade wars 
pitting the two rivals for the East Afri-
can market.

Financial details of the transaction 
which is subject to local regulatory ap-
provals were not disclosed, in the state-
ment shared by the entities.

“Acquiring Kansai Paint’s activities 
in the region will help us to further ex-

pand our paints and coatings business 
in Africa and provide a strong platform 
for future growth,” said AkzoNobel chair-
man and chief executive officer Thierry 
Vanlancker.

“Kansai Paint shares our commitment 
to innovation and sustainability, and we 
look forward to combining our expertise, 
which will result in a wider range of in-
novative products and more sustainable 
solutions for our customers.”

The Osaka headquartered Kansai, is 
present in 12 countries in Africa includ-
ing Kenya with regional consolidated rev-
enue of over Sh32 billion and 2,500 em-
ployees working across 19 manufacturing 
sites and 30 warehouses.

On the other hand the Dutch paints 
and coatings maker is active in over 150 
countries including Kenya and employs 
around 33,000.

“Moving forward, we believe that Akzo-

Nobel will be an owner who elevates our 
businesses to the next level as AkzoNobel 
is willing to invest in ESG, is committed to 
innovation, workforce development and 
broader career opportunities as well as 
the long-term success of its paint business 
in Africa,” said Kansai Plascon east Africa 
chief executive Arvind Shekhawat.

“Plascon has the largest market share 
in Uganda and as the leader across East 
Africa is well positioned to take the 

step up to the next level with AkzoNo-
bel.”  

The deal ends years of trade wars 
marked by price cuts between the two 
rivals in the region.

The acquisition is also the latest in 
AkzoNobel’s buying spree over the 
past two years. Deals have included Ti-
tan Paints in Spain and Portugal, New 
Nautical Coatings in the US and Grupo 
Orbis in Latin America.

Dutch paint giant acquires Kansai Africa business

PERTH
AUSTRALIA-LISTED Walka-

bout Resources has said that 
shipments of equipment from 
China for its Lindi Jumbo graph-
ite project, in Tanzania, have 
been suspended, pending the 
completion of the drawdown of 
$20-million in debt.

The company explained that 
one of the conditions prece-
dents (CP) for the drawdown of 
the debt was the provision of a 
standby letter of credit (SBLC). 

The SBLC submitted had not 
been confirmed as per the loan 
requirements and Lindi Jumbo 
had been informed that the 
bank had to issue a replacement 
SBLC.

While Walkabout was confi-
dent that a replacement SBLC 

would be sourced, it said that 
the process would require time 
to complete.

Lindi Jumbo had received 
short-term commitment from 
its major contractors to con-
tinue construction works, 
however, further shipments 
of equipment from China had 
been suspended until the final 
CP had been completed and the 
drawdown occurred.

Walkabout said it was in dis-
cussions with various contrac-
tors about the delay and how 
it might impact on their activi-
ties. The company noted that 
the shipping suspension would 
have a negative impact on the 
project schedule and that the 
full extent would only be de-
termined once shipments re-

sumed.
“The unexpected issues as-

sociated with finalizing the 
standby letter of credit required 
for initial debt drawdown and 
the consequent shipment sus-
pension are enormously disap-
pointing as the development 
of Lindi Jumbo is proceeding 
remarkably well and we were 
quite advanced in preparing for 
commissioning,” said CEO An-
drew Cunningham.

Walkabout’s 100 percent-
owned Lindi Jumbo Graphite 
Mine is funded to production 
and will contribute 40,000 
tonnes of premium natural flake 
graphite to international mar-
kets at a time of unprecedented 
demand driven predominantly 
by the energy storage and the 

Walkabout encounters delays 
at Tanzania graphite project

Maize production is expected to decrease by 4.7 percent to 6 million metric tons (MT) in 2021/2022 due to inclement weather, pest and high input prices.

By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIANS are paying more to buy maize, the 
staple food, after the commodity prices increased 
beyond five year average in major cities.

Famine Early Warming System’s Tanzania price 
bulletin for May has shown that maize wholesale 
prices in Arusha jumped to 70,000/- per 100-kilo-
gramme quantity in April this year, higher than 
45,000/- in April last year.

The price was also higher than five year aver-
age price of 67,000/-, recorded between 2017 and 
2021. In March this year the price of maize in Aru-
sha stood at 60,000/-.

In Dar es Salaam, the wholesale price of maize 
hit 90,000/- in April this year from 49,000/- in 
April last year. The five-year average wholesale 
price for maize according to the bulletin was 
73,000/- per 100 kilogramme.

In Iringa region, which is one of top commodity 
producers, the wholesale price in April this year 
amounted 51,000/- compared with 41,000/- in 
April last year, while the five year average price 
was 50,000/-.

The Bank of Tanzania monthly economic review 

Wholesale maize 
price jump beyond 
five-year average

Bank of Tanzania headquarters in Dar es Salaam. FILE PHOTO

Walkabout Resources began construction of the Lindi Jumbo graphite mine in September 2021 and initial pro-
duction is anticipated by the third quarter of this year. File photo

In a mean time, where the 
Governor determines that Tan-
zania is experiencing or has 
experienced a severe deteriora-
tion in its balance of payments 
or significant financial markets 
disturbances that require impo-
sition of temporary safeguard 
measures, the Governor may, 

by notice in news media, issue 
directives or restrictions in rela-
tion to capital account transac-
tions.

Meanwhile, based on the as-
sessment of current and future 
macroeconomic situation, the 
committee approved the Bank 
of Tanzania to sustain accom-

modative monetary policy in 
May and June 2022, in order to 
continue safeguarding the re-
covery of economic activities. 

The decision is also based on 
the projected inflation within 
the target. 

“The Bank will closely moni-
tor the risks for inflation and 

recovery of the economy arising from high world commodity 
prices, and take appropriate measures, including gradual re-
duction of monetary policy accommodation,” the statement 
explains.

The Committee said was satisfied with the implementation 
of monetary policy and the outcome thereof.

“Liquidity in banks remained adequate and interbank inter-
est rate stabilized at low levels, creating favourable environ-
ment for lending to private sector at affordable cost,” it says.

The MPC observed that since its last meeting in March 
2022, the global economy continued to face challenges of ris-
ing inflation, high commodity prices, resurgence of COVID-19, 
and supply-chain disruptions caused by war in Ukraine and 
sanctions on Russia. 

The challenges have increased risks to the recovery of glob-
al and domestic economic activities. 

Domestic economic activity was satisfactory in 2021, grow-
ing at 4.9 percent compared with the target of 5 percent in 
Tanzania Mainland, and 5.1 percent in Zanzibar compared 
with the target 5.2 percent, the committee said.

“Inflation was higher in 2021/22 than in the preceding year, 
due to rising commodity prices, especially oil and consumer 
goods. Money supply expanded in line with the target, bol-
stered by accommodative monetary policy and improving 
business conditions,” it noted.

Private sector credit growth was 13.4 percent, consistent 
with the target of at least 10.6 percent; and fiscal operations 
were on track, with revenue collection recovering consistent 
with economic activities and improved tax compliance, the 
committee lamented.  The committee added that the external 
sector faced global challenges, but foreign exchange reserves 
remained adequate at around $5.5 billion. 

The exchange rate was stable, depreciating gradually by 
less than one percent, year-on-year.

 Walkabout Resources commenced 
construction of the Lindi Jumbo graph-
ite mine in September of 2021 and in 
itial production is anticipated by the 
ythird quarter of this year.

“Site works are progressing rapidly, 
with most recent activity consisting of 
a contract being executed to connect 
Lindi Jumbo to grid power, which will 
be implemented in time for the con-
struction of the processing plant,” says 
Walkabout.

The company says has taken the pro-
ject from drilling discovery in October 
2015 to the completion of a highly ro-
bust Definitive Feasibility Study within 
16 months and has been granted a min-
ing lease over the deposit.

A Definitive Feasibility Study (DFS) 
was completed in February 2017, up-
dated in August 2017 in response to 
changing Tanzanian Government Leg-
islation, and again in March 2019 incor-
porating the updated 2018 Resource 
and Reserve.

The DFS confirms the project to be 
technically sound with excellent eco-
nomic returns even at potential soften-
ing price regimes for premium graph-
ite flake material.  

for April also showed that the whole-
sale maize price reached 60,996/- in 
March this year from 47,963/- per 100 
kilo in March last year.

The review, which is quoting data 
from ministry of trade, industries and 
investment shows the highest price for 
this year recorded in January this year, 
selling at 65,864/-.

“The rise in prices is a response to in-
crease in demand for food from neigh-
bouring countries and low autumn 
harvests,” says BOT review.

Maize production is expected to 
decrease by 4.7 percent to 6 million 
metric tons (MT) in 2021/2022 due to 
inclement weather, pest and high input 
prices.

 Tanzania Meteorological Agency 
forecast below average rainfall for year 
2021/22.

Maize is grown in all 20 regions of 
Tanzania. The crop is grown on an av-
erage of two million hectares or about 
45 percent of the cultivated area in 
Tanzania. 

However, most of the maize is pro-
duced in the Southern Highlands (46 
percent), the Lake zone, and the North-
ern zone.

Current maize farming  constraints 
include uncertain land tenure, little 
access to affordable finance, poor ru-
ral infrastructure, periodic bans on 
cereal exports, corruption, local taxes 
on farm production, the limited availa-
bility of improved seed, weak business 
skills and inadequate institutional and 
technical capacity.=

electrical vehicle sectors.
The exceptional high-grade 

orebody (lower capex & opex 
costs), the highly amenable 
metallurgical characteristics, 
and its sought-after distribution 
of large flakes within final con-
centrate (higher basket price) 

provides significant competitive 
advantage in capital and oper-
ating costs and is forecasted to 
be the second-highest margin 
natural flake graphite project 
globally (Benchmark Mineral 
Intelligence, 2019).

Situated in south-eastern 

Tanzania, some 200km from 
the Port of Mtwara and 460km 
from Dar es Salaam Tanzania’s 
Capital, the mining licence is set 
within the highly prospective 
Mozambique belt, known for its 
world-class, coarse flake graph-
ite deposits.
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NAIROBI

KENYA’S multi-billion-shilling 
coffee trade is at risk of disruption 
starting July as the Capital Markets 
Authority (CMA) and Nairobi Coffee 
Exchange remain mum over the es-
tablishment of the Direct Settlement 
System (DSS) as the old regulations 
come to an end this month.

The CMA had extended the use of 
the old coffee regulations to June 30 
in the absence of DSS in place. The 
platform is meant to facilitate pay-
ment between farmers and coffee 
brokers.

The new law — the Capital Markets 
(Coffee Exchange) Regulations 2020 
— was to be effected in July 2020 but 
since then it has been postponed 
twice amid fights between the CMA 

and the Ministry of Agriculture.
“We have no comment on this mat-

ter,” said the CMA in response to the 
Business Daily query.

In 2020, the market regulator al-
lowed the use of the older rules pend-
ing the creation of the DSS, with mar-
keters required to remit the funds to 
farmers under the old regulations.

 “CMA directs that the existing pay-
ment mechanisms be utilised in the 
interim period as the DSS is being put 
in place. Details of direct coffee sales 
will be reported to the Nairobi Coffee 
Exchange,” said CMA chief executive 
Wycliffe Shamiah, then.

The coffee trade was disrupted 
for two weeks in July 2020 following 
confusion over the implementation 
of the new rules as marketers didn’t 
know how to settle farmers’ dues.

Coffee trade risks 
disruption in July 
as new rules start

NEW YORK

TWO banks—Citi and Barclays—raised 
their oil price forecasts, citing the effects 
of Russian crude oil sanctions and delays 
in the renewal of the Iran nuclear deal—
without which there will be no meaningful 
increase in crude oil exported from Iran.

Citi Research raised its oil price forecast 
due to heavy delays in securing another 
Iranian nuclear deal, which will contribute 
to the tight market conditions for crude oil.

Citi now sees sanction relief for Iran 
coming in the first quarter of 2023, adding 
500,000 bpd in the first half and 1.3 mil-
lion bpd over the second half. 

This is in contrast to its previous fore-
cast, which assumed Iranian sanctions 
relief—and therefore additional crude oil—
would come sometime mid-2022. Now that 
we are already in mid-June and the talks 
appear to have stalled, Citi’s previous sce-
nario looks highly unlikely.

Citi’s second-quarter 2022 Brent forecast 

is now seen at $113 per barrel—up from $99 
per barrel in its previous forecast. Citi also 
raised its Q3 and Q4 forecast to $99 and 
$85 per barrel, respectively. For 2023, Citi 
lifted its Brent price forecast to $75—up $16 
per barrel.

Barclay’s also lifted its price forecast cit-
ing crude oil sanctions on Russia by the EU. 
Barclays now sees Brent prices averaging 
$111 this year and next—an increase of $11 
for this year and $23 for next year. Barclay 
sees WTI at $108 for both years.

Barclay’s estimate assumes Russia’s 
crude oil production will decrease by 1.5 
million bpd by the end of the year, after Eu-
ropean Union ambassadors approved last 
Thursday the plan to ban Russian seaborne 
imports of crude in six months and refined 
products in eight months. 

The sanctions package also includes a 
ban on tanker insurance for Russian ship-
ments to third countries, to take effect 
six months after the package is formally 
adopted.

Citi, Barclays raise oil price forecasts

NANJING

CHINA’S bond traders are dumping short-term debt on concerns that 
easing Covid-lockdowns may boost demand for cash and lead to a liquidity 
crunch.

The yield on one-year negotiable certificate of deposits sold by top-rated 
lenders rose the most since January 2021 on Monday while the yield on one-
year China government bonds climbed above 2% for the first time in more 
than three weeks.

“The bond market is pricing in a rebound of growth and risk appetite as the 
removal of Covid curbs in Beijing and Shanghai seems faster than expected,” 
said Yang Hao, a fixed-income analyst at Nanjing Securities. 

Traders are worried loose cash conditions, a key support for the bonds, 
may disappear just as it did in May 2020 when the overnight funding cost 
jumped 140 basis points in less than a month when China first bounced back 
from the pandemic outbreak, he said.

With China’s economic growth seen recovering from the worst of the lock-
downs, improved risk appetite and expectations for record high government 
debt sales this month have stoked talk of the need for more liquidity injec-
tions from the central bank.

Short-tenor debt looks most vulnerable to a potential tightening of cash 
conditions driven by seasonal needs, surging bond supply and a recovery 
in credit demand, said Qi Sheng, an analyst at Orient Securities. The 10-year 
yield could rise to as high as 2.9% this month if the People’s Bank of China 
refrains from injecting more cash via policy loans, he said.

The benchmark 10-year yield has risen about 10 basis points from a four-
month low in late May to 2.81%. The yield on one-year NCD from AAA-rated 
banks rose six basis points on Monday to 2.37%. The overnight repo rate, a 
gauge of borrowing costs among banks, edged up to 1.4% from around 1.3% 
three weeks ago.

Although the rise in the interbank rate seems limited for now, it’s enough 
to trigger concerns and there is a risk the rate could march higher toward the 
PBOC’s seven-day reverse repo rate of 2.1%, Yang from Nanjing Securities said. 

 China traders ditch short-term 
bonds amidst liquidity crunch

Federal Reserve which has 
kicked off rate hikes to fight in-
flation.

LONDON

THE dollar rose to a two-week 
high as rising US Treasury yields 
supported the greenback, push-
ing the Japanese yen to its low-
est level against the dollar in 
two decades.

The yen dropped to a 20-year 
low of 133 per dollar, levels that 
had previously been highlighted 
as intervention territory, a day 
after central bank governor 
Haruhiko Kuroda reiterated an 

unwavering commitment to 
“powerful” monetary stimulus.

The yen is sensitive to interest 
rate differentials between Japa-
nese debt and U.S. bonds.

Benchmark 10-year Treasury 
yields had climbed as high as 
3.064% in Tokyo trading for the 
first time in almost four weeks, 
before slipping back to 3.0307%. 
Spreads between 10-year U.S. 
and Japanese debt held at 278 
bps, not far from a 3-1/2 year 
high of 292 bps hit last month.

“With 10-year US treasury 
yields above 3% and oil at $125 
per barrel, the pressure has in-
creased on the yen,” said Kristof-
fer Kjær Lomholt, Chief Analyst, 
FX & rates research at Danske 
Bank, who doesn’t see the Bank 
of Japan stepping in to ease the 
pressure on the currency.

“We expect no relief from the 
Bank of Japan, which continues 
to view a weak JPY as mainly 
positive for the economy,” he 
said.

The dollar index, which meas-
ures the dollar against a basket of 
six currencies including the yen, 
rose as much as 0.39%, extend-
ing on Monday’s 0.26% advance 
and hitting its strongest level 
since May 23.

The euro slipped 0.12% to 
$1.06825 ahead of the European 
Central Bank’s policy-setting 
meeting on Thursday, where 
they are expected to announce 
an end to bond purchases, pav-
ing the way for a first rate in-

crease in 11 years at the July 
meeting.

The British pound fell to its 
lowest level in nearly three weeks 
at $1.2433 as political headwinds 
for British Prime Minister John-
son unnerved investors.

Johnson survived a confidence 
vote 211 to 148, but his 59% share 
of the vote was less than the 63% 
achieved by his predecessor 
Theresa May in her confidence 
vote of December 2018 who was 
replaced seven months later.

The Australian dollar gained 
as much as 0.76% immediately 
after the Reserve Bank of Aus-
tralia hiked rates by more than 
expected, but quickly shed gains 
to trade 0.2% lower.

Analysts at ING highlighted 
China’s economic outlook and 
the link between the aussie and 
short-term rate differentials for 
the reversal.

“In our view, this is another 
testament to how short-term 
rate differentials have de-linked 

from AUD/USD dynamics and 
how markets are still reluctant to 
turn less bearish on AUD given its 
exposure to China’s clouded de-
mand outlook,” ING analysts said 
in an emailed note. New Zealand’s 
dollar fell 0.57% to $0.6456.

China’s yuan eased from a one-
month high against the dollar, 
pressured by broad strength in 
the greenback, while some in-
vestors gauged the pace of eco-
nomic recovery after Shanghai 
lifted its COVID-19 lockdown.

Dollar hits 2-decade high vs yen, pound near 3-week low

However, some analysts expect economic 
recovery to be drawn out, which would al-
low the PBOC to keep cash conditions loose 
for longer.

China’s requirement of regular Covid tests 
will impose costs on the society and the 
economy in terms of efficiency and time, 
limiting the economic rebound, said Dong 

Chen, Head of Asia Macroeconomic Re-
search at Pictet Wealth Management. 

That would prompt the PBOC to keep an 
easy monetary stance, in contrast with the 

Agriculture Cabinet secre-
tary (minister) Peter Munya 
opposed the role of the CMA 
in the coffee auction, saying it 
should be done by the Agricul-
ture and Food Authority. The 
CS also extended the old laws 
to the end of this month.

Farmers and traders are now 
worried that trade at the auc-
tion could be impacted nega-
tively starting July 1 as there is 
no indication of a DSS being in 
place by the beginning of next 
month.

“We are concerned that our 
coffee will not trade at the auc-
tion starting July for lack of a 
DSS in place,” said Peter Giko-
nyo, chairman of the Kenya Cof-
fee Producers Association.

The Capital Markets (Coffee 
Exchange) Regulations 2020, 
which were gazetted in April 
2019, gave the authority the 
mandate to license the coffee 
exchange and brokers.

The CMA has so far fully li-
censed five brokers to trade at 
the Nairobi Coffee Exchange 
(NCE) between last year and 
now.Women pick coffee at a farm in Nyeri town. FILE PHOTO

China Central Bank
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Airports race to fill thousands of jobs cut in pandemic
DUBAI

AIRPORT ground-handling companies that are crucial 
to the smooth operation of air travel are racing to fill thou-
sands of jobs that were cut during the pandemic as they 
seek to ease widespread disruption.

Companies like Swissport, John Menzies and Dnata are 
contracted by airlines to provide vital services ranging from 
check-in to baggage handling.

Global airlines have called for an urgent recruitment 
drive, after disruption at airlines and airports in the UK, the 
EU and the US, which has been blamed on staff shortages 
across the industry.

Passengers have over the past week reported a pilot leav-
ing the cockpit to help load bags on to the plane, cabin crew 
sorting baggage because of a shortage of ground-handlers 
and crew seen climbing through baggage carousel curtains 
to hunt for their bags.

Swissport, which operates at 285 airports globally, has 
said it is looking to hire 30,000 staff this summer and has 
launched campaigns on social media in the UK and US.

The company lost 20,000 of its 65,000 workers as part of 
cost cuts during the pandemic.

Dnata, which is owned by the Emirates Group, said it was 
“actively hiring”, while John Menzies and Esken are also 
looking for ground-handling staff, according to their web-
sites. “We are hiring like crazy,” one executive said.

The International Air Transport Association said there 
was a “severe shortage of ground-handlers” after thousands 
left the industry during the pandemic.

“The shortages we are experiencing today are a symptom 
of the longer-term challenges to achieve a stable talent base 
in ground-handling,” said Nick Careen, the IATA executive 
who oversees operations, safety and security.

According to research by consultancy Oxford Economics, 
compared with pre-Covid levels, there were 2.3mn fewer 
jobs in the aviation industry by September 2021.

These figures include a 29 per cent fall in contracted staff 
at airports, such as ground-handlers, where 1.7mn jobs were 
lost.

The heads of airlines last week asked the UK to relax post-
Brexit immigration rules and give EU aviation workers spe-

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE   
 MONDAY 6 June

5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       	 Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30      	  Soap: Uzalo
9:55      	  Habari za saa
10:00      	 Watoto wetu
10:55       	 Habari za saa
11:00    	  ITV Top Ten
11:55     	   Habari za saa
12:00      	 Al jazeera  
12:30     	  Kipindi Maalum rpt: NSSF 
12:40	 Mjue Zaidi
12:55       	 Habari za saa
13:00	 Mjue Zaidi
13:30 	 Art and Lifestyle rpt
13:55       	 Habari za saa
14:00	 Soap rpt: I Plead Guilty
14:55      	 Habari za saa
15:00      	 Meza Huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:10	 Aibu yako rpt
18:15    	  Mapishi 
18:30   	 DWTV: Kesho leo
19:00	 Afya ya Jamii 	
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Dakika 45 
22:00	 Kipindi Maalum: Bundesliga na DW
22:15     	  Soap: I Plead Guilty
23:00      	 Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

TUESDAY 7 June
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55     	   Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30      	  Soap: Uzalo
8:55      	  Habari za saa
10:00     	  Watoto wetu
10:25	  Jagina rpt
10:55       	 Habari za saa
11:00	 The Base rpt
11:55       	 Habari za saa
12:00      	 Al Jazeera
12:30      	 Afya ya jamii
12:55       	 Habari za saa
13:00       	 Ripoti Maalum
13:30       	 Shikabamba 
13:55      	  Habari za saa
14:00   	 Soap: I Plead Guilty
14:55       	 Habari za saa
15:00    	  Meza Huru
16:30   	 Watoto wetu
17:00	 The Base 
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:15     	  Kipindi Maalum: Bundesliga na DW rpt
18:30     	  Kipindi Maalum: Sema na Mahakama ya TZ - Live
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni Nyumba
21:35      	 Kipindi Maalum: NSSF

21:50      	 Chetu ni chetu
22:20	 Soap: I Plead Guilty
23:00     	 Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

WEDNESDAY 8 June
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       	 Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30      	  Soap: Uzalo
9:55       	 Habari za saa
10:00     	  Watoto wetu
10:25    	   Uchumi wetu
10:55     	  Habari za saa
11:00      	 The Base rpt
11:55      	  Habari za saa
12:00       	 Al Jazeera
12:30       	 Igizo rpt: Rebeca
12:55       	 Habari za saa
13:00      	 Dakika 45 rpt
13:55      	 Habari za saa
14:00	 Soap: I Plead Guilty
14:55      	 Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu 
17:00	 The Base
18:00	 Jiji Letu 
18:15	 Igizo: Mizengwe rpt
18:30   	   Jarida la wanawake
19:00    	  Kipindi Maalum: TMDA	
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo 	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05      	 Aibu Yako
21:10	 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:40    	  Kipindi Maalum: Watumishi Housing
21:50    	  Ripoti Maalum
22:30 	 Soap: I Plead Guilty
23:00      	 Habari
23:30 	 Soap: I Plead Guilty
23:45   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

THURSDAY 9 June
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55      	  Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:55        	 Habari za saa
10:00      	 Watoto wetu
10:30      	 Shamba lulu
10:55     	  Habari za saa
11:00     	  The base
11:55      	 Habari za saa
12:00     	  Al Jazeera
12:30	 Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55     	 Habari za saa
13:00     	 Kipindi Maalum: TMDA
13:30    	  Chetu ni Chetu rpt
13:55     	 Habari za saa
14:00   	  Soap: I Plead Guilty
15:00     	 Meza Huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	   Jagina
19:00	 Usafiri wako

19:30	 Soap: Uzalo
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00     	 Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV
		
FRIDAY 10 June
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       	 Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:55        	 Habari za saa
10:00      	 Watoto wetu
10:30      	 Usafiri wako
10:55     	  Habari za saa
11:00      	 The Base rpt
11:55      	 Habari za saa
12:00      	 Al Jazeera
12:30	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55      	 Habari za saa
13:00     	 Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni Nyumba rpt
13:30     	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na Mahakama ya TZ
13:55      	 Habari za saa
14:00     	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na Mahakama ya TZ
14:30	 Igizo rpt: Rebeca
14:55      	 Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza Huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu
17:00	 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30      	 Kiislam
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15     	 Igizo: Mizengwe
18:30      	 Uchumi wetu
19:00	 Shamba lulu
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipima Joto
23:00     	  Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

SATURDAY 11 June
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu	
10:00	 Shika Bamba 5
10:30	 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:10	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50    	  Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:40    	  Korean: Jumong rpt
13:20     	 Soap: I Plead Guilty rpt
15:30     	 Igizo: Mizengwe
15:50      	 Igizo: Rebeca
16:40	 Shamsham za Pwani
17:30      	 Kipindi Maalum: Smart Quiz	
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:15      	 Korean: Jumong
19:00	 Jungu Kuu
19:30	 Shika Bamba	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05    	  Kipindi Maalum: Tatu Mzuka
21:15    	  Igizo: Rebeca
21:40     	 Art and Lifestyle
22:10	 ITV TOP 10
22:50     	 Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:40	 Soap: Uzalo rpt	
01:15  	    DWTV

SUNDAY 12 June
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap: Uzalo rpt
11:45     	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Smart Quiz
12:15	 Bongo Movie rpt: 
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10
17:20	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	 Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Rebeca	
20:00	 Habari
21:05	 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:10	 Igizo: Mizengwe 
21:30	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15	 Bongo Movie: 
00:00    	  Soap: I Plead Guilty rpt
02:05	 Al jazeera

  CAPITAL
Tues  07 June
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00	  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Laws of love 14:00	 Club 101 (via 

Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Lake Hill
16:30 	 Capchat rpt
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Innovation
19:30 	 Our Earth
20:00 	 Series: Lake Hill
20:45	 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30 	 Capital Prime 
22:00	 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30	 Eco@Africa
23:00	 Al Jazeera

Wed 08  June
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00	  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00 	 Our Earth Rpt
12:30	  Innovation Rpt  
13:00	 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00	
	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Lake Hill
16:30	 Culinary delight rpt
17:00	 Innovation rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	  Sports Gazette
19:30	 Chetu ni chetu
20:00	 Series: Lake Hill
20:45	 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Dakika 45: 
22:45 	 The Décor
23:15 	 Al Jazeera

Thurs  09  June
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Laws Of love
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Lake Hill

16:30	 Business edition rpt
17:00	 In good shape
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Turning the spotlight
19;30 	 Tanzania yetu
20:00	 Series: Lake Hill
20:45 	 Telenovela: Laws Of love 21:30	
	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Capchat rpt
23:00	 Al Jazeera 

Frid  10  June
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00	
	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Lake Hill
16:30	 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 	 Rev
19:30	 Eco@Africa
20:00	 Aibu Yako
20:15 	 Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45 	 Telenovela Laws Of love 21:30	
	 Capital Prime News 
22:00	 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Sat 11 June
08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:00	 Out n’about rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 	 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Our Earth rpt
13:00 	 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Korean Drama rpt  The Sling Shot
14:30 	 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 17:15	
	 Eco@Africa
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15	  Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Korean Drama: The Sling Shot
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Music  Club 101 rpt 
23:00	 Series rpt: Lake Hill
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun  12 June
08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 Korean Drama rpt: The Sling Shot
12:00	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00	  In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Series rpt: Lake Hill
15:15 	 Aibu yako
15:30	 Rev rpt 
16:00	  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 	 The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00	 Korean Drama: The Sling Shot
21:00	 Dw News Africa
21:30	 Capchat live
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: Laws Of love 
00:00	 Al Jazeera

an industry known for antisocial hours and 
what can be tough, physical work.

UK-listed John Menzies recorded staff 
turnover of 56 per cent in 2021, according 
to its annual report, compared to 65 per 
cent and 58 per cent in the previous two 
years.

cial visas to help ease the disruption. “We have staff 
we would like to just shift into the UK, but we are not 
allowed to,” one executive said.

The UK government has indicated it will not in-
troduce a visa exemption for aviation workers and 
argued that the disruption is a global problem which 
cannot be sorted by immigration.

One former senior executive at a ground-handling 
company said the airline industry’s business model 
made it harder to rehire people, with airlines and 
airports squeezing ground-handlers for cost savings, 
particularly during the pandemic.

That leaves little room for handing companies — 
where labour typically accounts for up to 75 per cent 

of their costs — to raise wages or improve terms and 
conditions to attract new staff.

“It is a structural issue, we are at the bottom of the 
food chain and will be the victim of continued cost 
pressure on airlines to reduce pricing,” the person 
said. Several airport and airline executives said they 
also believed it was hard to attract new workers to 

PARIS

BOASTING a quarter of the planet’s gas reserves and more 
than 5 per cent of its crude oil, Russia’s economy has long 
been dominated by the energy sector. As the country’s isola-
tion intensifies following the invasion of Ukraine, the ques-
tion now is what next for its most important industry?

Key foreign partners BP, Shell and ExxonMobil have made 
exit plans, international oilfield service companies have 
promised no more investment and scores of buyers have 
started to shun Russian crude.

Gas has continued to flow to Europe and oil production, 
though down, has not collapsed. But even if Russia’s own en-
ergy companies are able to sustain operations, a shrinking 
market for exports, reduced access to international expertise 
and the need to redirect billions of dollars of infrastructure 
investment toward Asia threaten to usher in a period of long-
term decline.

“It could still grow if everything worked wonderfully, but 
it doesn’t look like that’s on the cards for the foreseeable fu-
ture,” said Michael Moynihan, an expert on Russia’s upstream 
oil and gas sector at consultancy Wood Mackenzie.

Russia’s biggest energy companies trace their origins to 
the early 1990s and the collapse of the Soviet Union, when 
the country’s oil and gas reserves, then the sole property of 
the state, were divided up.

State-owned Rosneft, formed in 1993, has benefited from 
the full backing of the Kremlin as it snapped up competitors’ 
assets to become the country’s largest oil producer responsi-
ble for 40 per cent of crude output.

The second-biggest, Lukoil, which last month agreed 
to buy Shell’s retail and lubricants business in Russia, was 
formed from three state-owned businesses in 1991 by Vagit 
Alekperov when he was still a deputy minister.

Gazprom was privatised in 1992 and towers over the global 
gas market, producing 540bn cubic metres of the fuel last 
year — more than BP, Shell, Chevron, ExxonMobil and Saudi 
Aramco combined.

While Rosneft and Gazprom have joint ventures with the 
likes of BP and Shell to develop new assets in the far north 
and far east of the country, they and Lukoil have tended to 
operate their main producing fields in western Siberia and 
the Urals-Volga region with little foreign support.

“The big Russian players are more than capable of main-
taining production,” said Moynihan. “They have a vast port-
folio of oilfields and they can bring on new production.”

Russian oil and gas companies generally entered the crisis 
in “pretty good financial health” with manageable debt levels 
and low production costs, according to Eric Mielke, head of 
Wood Mackenzie’s corporate research team. As a result, even 
with Russia’s flagship Urals crude trading at a $20 to $30 dis-
count to Brent, Russian producers were still generating “sig-
nificant” cash flow, he said.

Rosneft reported its best-ever net income in 2021 of 
$11.7bn, while Gazprom, buoyed by record gas prices, hit a 
record $29bn in net income.

What now for Russia’s 
oil and gas industry?

The International Air Transport Association says there was a “severe shortage of ground-handlers” after thousands left the industry during the Covid-19 pandemic. FILE PHOTO

It could still grow if everything worked 
wonderfully, but it doesn’t look like 
that’s on the cards for the foreseeable 
future
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WORLD
Johnson vows to ‘get on with the job’ 

after surviving confidence vote

New York

New York Governor Kathy 
Hochul on Monday signed a 
packet of 10 gun control bills into 
law, setting new limits on buying 
assault-style weapons and body 
armor, among other measures, in 
the wake of mass shootings in Buf-
falo and Texas.

The legislation, passed on 
Thursday by the state legislature, 
raises the age required to buy 
or possess a semiautomatic rifle 
from 18 to 21. New York already re-
quires people to be 21 to possess a 
handgun. 

The bill was signed by the 
Democratic governor after 10 
people were slain last month at a 
supermarket in the western New 
York city of Buffalo by an 18-year-

old with a semi-automatic rifle. 
Days after that massacre, another 
18-year-old fatally shot 19 students 
and two teachers at a school in 
Uvalde, Texas.

“We cannot keep living like 
this,” Hochul said at a bill-signing 
ceremony in New York City.

“This is a moral moment for the 
people of New York but also the 
rest of the nation,” said Hochul. 
“Follow what we did here in New 
York and we’ll finally start to be at 
the beginning of the end of all this 
gun violence and the massacres 
that are occurring every day in 
our country.”

Another law signed by Hochul 
restricts the purchase of bullet 
resistant vests and body armor 
to law enforcement or related 
professions. The package also re-

quires social media companies 
operating in New York to adopt 

transparent policies on how they 
respond to hate speech on their 

platforms.
The gunman in Buffalo wore 

body armor during his shooting 
spree, and shared his intention on 
social media to carry out such a 
rampage before the attack.

In most places in New York, 
people as young as 16 would still 
be allowed to have other types of 
rifles and shotguns.

New York now joins a hand-
ful of states — including Florida, 
Hawaii, Illinois, Vermont, and 
Washington - that require buyers 
to be at least 21 to buy some types 
of long guns, media accounts say. 
Similar legislation has been pro-
posed in Utah.

California’s attempt to raise the 
legal buying age for a semiauto-
matic weapons has been chal-
lenged in court. Agencies

New York governor signs new curbs on guns after mass shootings

China has demanded the United 
States give a reasonable explanation 
about US diplomats reportedly ac-
knowledging that Washington has 
hyped up issues related to the Xinjiang 
Uygur autonomous region in an at-
tempt to contain China.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao 
Lijian told a daily news briefing on 
Monday that any attempt to damage 
Xinjiang’s harmony and stability and 
contain China’s development will never 
succeed.

It was reported, according to a Phoe-
nix TV reporter, that Sheila Carey and 
Andrew Chira, officials in the Economic 
and Political Department of the US Con-
sulate General in Guangzhou, Guang-
dong province, told guests privately 
at a reception in 2021 that “nothing is 

wrong” in Xin-
jiang.

Global Times reported that Carey 
and Chira had said that nothing is 
wrong about Xinjiang, but to attack 
their human rights policies is an ef-
fective means to make Xinjiang break 
away from the international industrial 
chain and to make Uygurs unhappy 
and restive and then fight against the 
Chinese government.

Zhao said, “I am not surprised at all 
if the information is authentic,” adding, 
“This is not the first time US officials 
spoke their true mind”.

Zhao cited a speech by retired US 
Army officer Lawrence Wilkerson in 

2018, who said that if the US Central In-
telligence Agency wanted to destabilize 
China, the best way to do so would be to 
foment unrest by using members of the 
Uygur ethnic group in Xinjiang.

In addition, Zhao referred to com-
ments made in 2015 by Sibel Deniz 
Edmonds, a former contract translator 
for the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
who said that the US did not care about 
people in Xinjiang at all. Edmonds had 
said that allegations were made about 
Xinjiang in order to disrupt the region.

Zhao also pointed to remarks made 
by former US secretary of state Mike 
Pompeo, who had said that “the glory 

of America’s continuous exploration 
and progress” was based on the fact 
that “we lie, we cheat, we steal”.

Zhao said, “The so-called genocide 
in Xinjiang is the lie of the century con-
cocted by US politicians and the classic 
masterpiece of the US diplomacy of 
lies.”

Xinjiang’s ethnic unity, social stability 
and economic prosperity serve as the 
best and most forceful challenge to the 
lies fabricated by the US, he added. 

Assistant Foreign Minister Hua Chu-
nying said on social media on Sunday 
that she was waiting for an explanation 
about the US diplomats’ remarks, call-

ing them “a rare truth from US officials 
who’ve been lying through their teeth”.

Zhao said that the US has been ob-
sessed with making Xinjiang an issue to 
encircle and contain China. The Biden 
administration will begin enforcing the 
so-called “Uyghur Forced Labor Pre-
vention Act” on June 21, which will bar 
products made with “forced labor” in 
Xinjiang from being exported to the US.

The US State Department released 
on Thursday the “2021 International 
Religious Freedom Report”, hyping up 
lies, Zhao said.

The US has no justification to point 
fingers at China, he said. “Every time it 

releases such a report, the US will fur-
ther expose its hypocrisy and double 
standards.”

		  Xinhua

‘US hypes up Xinjiang issue to contain China’

SYDNEY

Australian paediatric researchers believe their study 
into the use of stem cells from umbilical cord blood (UCB) 
to treat life-threatening diseases in premature babies was 
“showing great promise.”

Neonatologist Lindsay Zhou from the Melbourne-based 
Hudson Institute of Medical Research said the study, pub-
lished in the journal STEM CELLS Translational Medicine 
and released to the public on Tuesday, was the first “stock-
take of research” into the use of UCB stem cells on preterm 
infants. 

Zhou said the analysis of more than 200 premature ba-
bies in 12 clinical trials around the world showed the stem 
cells had been successfully used to treat conditions includ-
ing birth asphyxia, chronic lung disease, congenital heart 
disease and injuries to the preterm brain.

Preterm babies often face an uphill battle to survive as 
they have much higher rates of respiratory, cardiovascular 
and neurological complications than babies who are born 
full-term.

The infants also often suffer from lung, heart and brain 
inflammation and injury leading to life-long ailments such 
as bronchopulmonary dysplasia, pulmonary and systemic 
hypertension and cerebral palsy. 

Medical experts already know that UCB contains the 
body’s most plentiful reservoir of cells and, as such, has 
regenerative potential for many clinical applications. 
There has, however, not been such a clear indication that 
the stem cells could also be safe for vulnerable premature 
infants.

Zhou concedes that despite the progress shown in the 
study, the treatment for premature babies had a “long way 
to go” before being widely adopted.”Umbilical cord blood-
derived cell treatment is still in early-phase clinical trials 
around the world, and there is need for further laboratory 
and clinical studies to find ways to use them effectively to 
treat complications of prematurity,” Zhou said.  

“We hope that umbilical cord blood stem cells can be 
used like a rescue team, to come in and help premature 
babies who are injured and replenish supplies.”

Associate Professor Atul Malhotra, a neonatologist lead-
ing stem cell research at the Hudson Institute of Medical 
Research and Monash Children’s Hospital, is meanwhile 
working on developing the next phase of the clinical trials. 

“We are at an exciting stage of this research with early 
phase studies on the use of these cells in preterm babies 
are gathering momentum,” Malhotra told Xinhua on Tues-
day.

”These studies will hopefully confirm safety and feasi-
bility of these cells in due course. The next steps will be 
larger studies to evaluate efficacy for different neonatal 
conditions.” 				    Xinhua

Aussie researchers find new 
hope for premature babies

LONDON

 British Prime Minister Boris John-
son will seek to shore up his position on 
Tuesday by setting out a raft of new poli-
cies to senior ministers after he survived 
a confidence vote that revealed the scale 
of the threat to his position.

Johnson, who scored a sweeping elec-
tion victory in 2019, has been under in-
creasing pressure after he and staff held 
alcohol-fueled parties in his Downing 
Street office and residence when Britain 
was under lockdowns to tackle the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

The vote was a blow to Johnson, with 
41 percent of his lawmakers casting bal-
lots against his leadership after months 
of scandals and gaffes that has raised 
questions over his authority to govern 
Britain and knocked his standing among 
the public.

But Johnson, a master of political 
comebacks, instead described the vote 
as a “decisive result” meaning that “as a 
government we can move on and focus 
on the stuff that I think really matters to 
people”.

His first challenge will be to convince 
his most senior allies, some of whom 
would have likely run to replace him if 
he had been forced out, that he will be 
able to move on from questions about 
his leadership.

Johnson’s office issued a statement 
saying he would use the meeting to set 
out his vision for the coming weeks, in-
cluding new policies to reduce the cost 
of childcare and to help more people 
buy their own homes.

“This is a government that delivers 
on what the people of this country care 
about most,” Johnson said in the state-

ment.
“We are on the side of hard-working 

British people, and we are going to get 
on with the job.”

The front pages of British newspapers 
offered little comfort that the vote was, 
as Johnson described it in the aftermath 
on Monday, a decisive result that allows 
him to refocus on his political priorities.

The Daily Telegraph called the result 
a “hollow victory. The Sun tabloid de-
clared “PM survives ... Just”

Calling the result a “pyrrhic victory”, 
the Times leader column said the nar-
row win left Johnson’s political authori-
ty badly dented and his party even more 
divided.

“If Mr Johnson is to avoid leading the 
Tories (Conservatives) to a calamitous 
defeat in the next election, he will need 
to show a degree of grip and focus that 
has been largely absent so far in his pre-
miership ... ,” it said. 

It is a change of fortune for John-
son and underlines the depth of anger 
against him. He was met with a chorus of 
jeers and boos, and some muted cheers, 
at events to celebrate the Platinum Jubi-
lee of Queen Elizabeth in recent days.

Several lawmakers said the vote, 
which saw 211 lawmakers cast ballots in 
favor of Johnson against 148, was worse 
than expected for a prime minister, 
once seemingly unassailable after win-
ning the Conservatives’ largest majority 
in more than three decades.

“Boris Johnson will be relieved at this 
vote. But he will also understand that 
the next priority is to rebuild the cohe-
sion of the party,” David Jones, a former 
minister, told Reuters. “I am sure he will 
be equal to the challenge.”

Others were less optimistic, with one 

MOGADISHU

Somalia National Army (SNA) said its 
elite forces Danab on Monday detained 
six people suspected of being al-Shabab 
terrorists near Toratorow, an agricul-
tural town in the southern part of the 
country.

The SNA commanders who led the 
operation told SNA Radio that the sus-

pects were arrested at a roadblock in the 
Lower Shabelle region where they used 
to force the locals to pay an illegal levy. 

“SNA’s Danab forces captured six al-
Shabab terrorists who were at a road-
block near Toratorow town in Lower 
Shabelle region where terrorists used to 
extort money from local people on Mon-
day,” the military radio reported. 

The troops also destroyed the mili-

tants’ checkpoints that the extremist 
group was using to extort money from 
the locals as well as captured areas that 
were under the control of al-Shabab.

The army said the sting military oper-
ations were carried out following intel-
ligence information that al-Shabab mili-
tants were planning to harass the locals. 

 The Somalian forces and interna-
tional partners have intensified security 

operations in the recent past against 
al-Shabab extremists in the southern 
regions in an attempt to liberate al-
Shabab-held towns.

The extremist group was driven out 
of Mogadishu, the capital of Somalia, in 
2011, but the militants are still hiding in 
the rural areas of those regions conduct-
ing ambushes and planting landmines. 

			   Xinhua

Somali army detains six al-Shabab suspects amid onslaught

The so-called genocide 
in Xinjiang is the lie of 
the century concocted 
by US politicians and 
the classic masterpiece 
of the US diplomacy of 
lies

BRUSSELS

The European Parliament will vote this week on a raft of 
EU climate change policies designed to cut Europe’s emis-
sions over the next decade, with proposals facing multiple 
amendments and the outcome uncertain for some of the 
most ambitious plans.

The plans aim to put the 27-country European Union – the 
world’s third-largest economy – on track for its goal of reduc-
ing net greenhouse gas emissions 55 percent by 2030, from 
1990 levels.

Under the EU’s complex lawmaking process, parliament 
will debate eight proposals on Tuesday and vote on them on 
Wednesday, to confirm its position for negotiations with EU 
countries on the final legislation.

Members of the parliament are having to consider hun-
dreds of amendments that could increase or weaken the 
impact of the EU’s climate policies. 

One proposal represents the biggest overhaul of the EU 
carbon market since its launch in 2005. This would rein-
force the scheme to cut emissions for the sectors it covers by 
61 percent by 2030, under an original plan by the European 
Commission, which drafts EU laws.

Some lawmakers will attempt to strengthen that to a 67 
percent emissions cut. Peter Liese, the parliament’s lead ne-
gotiator on the carbon market reform, said he was “optimis-
tic” a compromise for a 63 percent emissions cut would win 
majority support.

Liese also predicted a “controversial vote” on the EU’s 
world-first plan to impose a CO2 levy on imports of carbon-
intensive goods like steel and cement, with lawmakers split 
over how quickly the scheme should replace the free CO2 
permits those industries currently receive.

Options up for the vote on Wednesday include a phase-
out of free CO2 permits by 2030, 2032 or 2035. Industries 
have urged lawmakers not to pull forward the date, which 
would hike the price they pay to pollute.

 Another is the EU’s plan for a 100 percent cut in CO2 
emissions from new cars by 2035 – effectively banning new 
combustion engine car sales in the EU. Agencies

EU lawmakers face hundreds of 
amendments in climate votes

New York State Governor Kathy Hochul speaks during a press conference in 
New York City on April 12, 2022, after at least 16 people were injured during a 
rush-hour shooting at a subway station in the Brooklyn borough of New York. 
File photo

Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson gestures as he meets Estonia’s Prime Minister Kaja Kallas at 10 
Downing Street, London, on Monday.   AP

Conservative lawmaker saying on condition 
of anonymity: “It is clearly much worse than 
most people were expecting. But it is too early 
to say what will happens now.”

Roger Gale, a long-time critic of Johnson, 
urged the prime minister “to go back to Down-
ing Street tonight and consider very carefully 
where he goes from here”.

 
12-month reprieve
By winning the confidence vote, Johnson 

has secured a reprieve for 12 months when 
lawmakers cannot bring another challenge. 
But his predecessor Theresa May scored bet-
ter in her 2018 confidence vote only to resign 
six months later.  

Dozens of Conservative lawmakers have 
voiced concern over whether Johnson, 57, has 
lost his authority to govern Britain, which is 
facing the risk of recession, rising fuel and 
food prices and strike-inflicted travel chaos in 
the capital London.

But his Cabinet rallied around him and high-
lighted what they said were the successes of 
the government: a quick rollout of COVID-19 
vaccinations and Britain’s response to Russia’s 
special military operation against Ukraine.

A majority of the Conservatives’ lawmakers 
- at least 180 - would have had to vote against 
Johnson for him to be removed.

Earlier, a spokesperson for Johnson’s Down-
ing Street office said the vote would “allow the 
government to draw a line and move on” and 
that the prime minister welcomed the oppor-
tunity to make his case to lawmakers.  

Johnson, a former London mayor, rose to 
power at Westminster as the face of the Brexit 
campaign in a 2016 referendum, and won the 
2019 election with the slogan to “get Brexit 
done”.

Jacob Rees-Mogg, Brexit opportunities min-
ister, told Sky News that completing Britain’s 
departure from the European Union would 
be “significantly at risk without his drive and 
energy”.

Johnson has locked horns with Brussels 
over Northern Ireland, raising the prospect 
of more barriers for British trade and alarm-
ing leaders in Ireland, Europe and the United 
States about risks to the province’s 1998 peace 
deal.

But it was the months of stories of what 
went on in Downing Street, including fights 
and alcohol-induced vomiting, when many 
people were prevented from saying goodbye 
to loved ones at funerals, that did the real 
damage.

The move led to lawmakers from different 
wings of the party revealing that they had 
turned against their leader. One former ally 
accused the prime minister of insulting both 
the electorate and the party by staying in 
power.

“You have presided over a culture of casual 
law-breaking at 10 Downing Street in relation 
to COVID,” Jesse Norman, a former junior min-
ister, said before the vote.

Johnson’s anti-corruption chief John Pen-
rose also quit.

				    Agencies
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world news

Moscow

Following the meeting with 
the head of the African Union and 
Senegalese President Macky Sall, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
answered some pressing ques-
tions concerning possible food cri-
sis in an interview with Rossiya TV.

The Journalist asked President 
Putin that  the media  followed the  
meeting with the head of Senegal 
who is also the current leader of 
the African Union

 He said that  in the past week 
many countries have expressed 
concern not so much about the 
food crisis, but they are afraid of 
large-scale famine because world 
food prices are climbing and so 
are oil and gas prices, he said that  
these issues are interrelated.

The journalist further alleges 
that naturally, the West blames 
Russia for this, and asked Presi-
dent Putin   the real situation at 
this point, how is it developing? 
And wha he thinks  will happen in 
the food and energy markets?

In his response Putin explained 
that there are attempts to place 
the responsibility on his country.

 “ Yes, indeed, we are seeing at-
tempts to place the responsibility 
on Russia for developments in the 
global food market and the grow-
ing problems there. I must say that 
this is another attempt to pin the 
blame on someone else. But why?

First, the situation with the glob-
al food market did not become 
worse yesterday or even with the 
launch of Russia’s special military 
operation in Donbass, in Ukraine,

“The situation took a downturn 
in February 2020 during the ef-
forts to counter the coronavirus 
pandemic when the global econ-
omy was down and had to be re-
vived,

“The financial and economic au-
thorities in the United States, of all 
things, found nothing better than 
to allocate large amounts of mon-
ey to support the population and 
certain businesses and economic 
sectors, he said .

West placing food market on  Russia, Says Putin 

“China has made remarkable achieve-
ments in containing the COVID-19 
pandemic, poverty alleviation and eco-
logical governance, and witnessed sig-
nificant improvement in people’s living 
standards in recent years,” said Ananda 
Goonatilleke, President of the Sri Lanka-
China Friendship Association (SLCFA), in 
a recent interview with People’s Daily.

The fundamental reason for such 
achievements lies in the strong leader-
ship of the Communist Party of China 
(CPC) Central Committee with Comrade 
Xi Jinping at its core, he said.

In September 2014, Chinese President 
Xi Jinping paid a state visit to Sri Lanka, 
during which Goonatilleke met Xi for the 
first time.

“President Xi was erudite and easy-
going, and always had a warm smile on 
his face,” he recalled.

During this state visit, Xi published a 
signed article entitled “Let us become 
partners in pursuit of our dreams” in Sri 
Lankan newspaper Daily News.

“I believe that the ship of China-Sri 
Lanka friendship and cooperation is 
bound to brave the wind and waves 
along the magnificent 21st Century Mari-
time Silk Road to pursue the dream of 
national development,” Xi wrote in the 
article, which greatly inspired and en-
couraged Goonatilleke.

“As the president of SLCFA, I deter-
mined to take the joint construction 
of the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road 
proposed by Xi as an opportunity to pro-
mote economic and trade cooperation 
and cultural exchanges between our two 
countries,” Goonatilleke said.

Since 1978, Goonatilleke has visited 
China many times and witnessed China’s 
fast development. “I’ve carefully read the 
addresses Xi delivered on different occa-
sions, and really admire the wisdom and 
art of his leadership,” he noted.

“President Xi proposed the Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI), Global Develop-
ment Initiative (GDI), among other initia-
tives, and calls on countries to uphold 
the universal values of peace, develop-
ment, fairness, justice, democracy and 
freedom and build a community with a 
shared future for mankind. These ideas 
accord with the general trend of world 

MOSCOW

M270 and M142 HIMARS rocket 
systems that the West is suppling 
to Ukraine under a new military 
aid package are the most formida-
ble weapons of all the armaments 
handed over to Kiev before but Rus-
sian forces are capable of destroying 
them, missile and artillery troops 
reserve officer, army veteran Alexey 
Sakantsev told TASS on Monday.

“Of all possible armaments sup-
plied by the collective West, the 
M270 MLRS [multiple launch rocket 
system] and M142 HIMARS [High 
Mobility Artillery Rocket System] 
are the most dangerous and capable 
weapons available to the Ukrainian 
armed forces that can influence 
combat operations,” the expert 
pointed out.

UK Defense Secretary Ben Wal-
lace announced in early June that 
London would send Kiev M270 
rocket systems with munitions ca-
pable of striking targets at a distance 
of up to 80 km. The decision was 
synchronized with the delivery of US 
M142 HIMARS systems and ammuni-
tion to Kiev. The US administration 
earlier said that the first batch would 
include four rocket systems while 
the strike range of a light wheeled 
HIMARS that would be handed over 
to Kiev would not exceed 80 km.

Formidable weapons
The British M270 and the US M142 

rocket systems fire same-type muni-
tions, with the only difference being 
that the M270 is a tracked vehicle 
with two packs of 6 rockets each (or 
one missile) while the M142 HIMARS 
is a wheeled launcher (mounted on 
the chassis of a five-tonne truck with 
an armored cabin) with a pack of 6 
rockets or a missile, he explained.

“These packs are outfitted with 
quick-reloading systems and struc-
turally almost do not differ from 
each other, like their fire control sys-
tems, while standard modules are a 
great advantage for logistics, training 
and equipment repairs,” Sakantsev 
pointed out. 

Western multiple launch rocket 
systems are also distinguished by a 
variety of ammunition rounds. As 

the expert told TASS, both systems 
use three types of ammunition: 
227mm and 240mm rocket-pro-
pelled shells with a broad range of 
warheads, from conventional high 
explosive fragmentation rounds to 
cluster munitions of several types 
(capable of striking both armor and 
manpower).

These systems can also fire rock-
ets that deliver an array of mines to 
the target: these rocket-propelled 
shells can strike at a range of 45 km 
to 70 km depending on the munition 
subtype, he explained.

“Importantly, some of them are 
guided munitions and are adjusted 
by GPS (NAVSTAR). Consequently, 
these shells feature low circular er-
ror probability and, therefore, re-
quire no adjustment fire: the target 
will be hit suddenly and accurately 
and, in case of cluster munitions, 
massively,” the expert elaborated.

The third type of munitions for 
the M270 and M142 rocket launch-
ers is designated as MGM-140 
ATACMS, which is a tactical missile, 
the officer said.

“Let me just mention again that 
the M270 launcher can carry two 
such missiles and the M142 system 
carries one. This missile also has 
several modifications that differ in 
terms of their warheads and, basi-
cally, in terms of the flight range 
that varies between 140 km and 
300 km. These missiles are also 
guided munitions (the GPS-adjust-
ed inertial system) and feature low 
circular error probability and fre-
quently carry a cluster warhead,” 
Sakantsev said.

These rocket systems make it 
possible to strike targets both near 
the frontline and in the enemy 
rear, he said.

“If the Ukrainian armed forces 
get the longest-range rockets, they 
will be able to shell some Russian 
aerodromes, military bases and a 
lot of ammunition depots, com-
mand posts and troop amassment 
areas, and also air defense systems 
and artillery even not at positions 
but at the places of their mainte-
nance, transportation and prepa-
ration,” the expert stressed.
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It is vital for Russian troops to wipe out West-
supplied rocket launchers, says expert

peace and development, and show 
strategic foresight,” Goonatilleke 
stressed.

Goonatilleke was elected the 
president of SLCFA in May 1995. 
During the past over 20 years, he 
has traveled between Sri Lanka and 
China for many times, contributing 
to the non-governmental exchang-
es between the two sides.

In October 2015, a speech contest 
on the theme “Human Develop-
ment Inspired Through 21st Centu-
ry Maritime Silk Route” was jointly 
held by the SLCFA and the Chinese 
Association for International Un-
derstanding (CAFIU) under the In-
ternational Department of the CPC 
Central Committee in Colombo, Sri 
Lanka.

A total of 575 students from 
across Sri Lanka participated in the 
speech contest, which turned out 
to be a huge success and aroused 
many students’ interest in China 
and friendly cooperation between 
the two countries.

“Young people are the future of 
a country. The SLCFA is willing to 
create conditions to help more out-
standing young people go to China 
for exchanges so as to consolidate 
the foundation of friendship be-
tween our two countries,” Goona-
tilleke said, adding that the SLCFA 
will continuously broaden coop-
eration and further exchanges with 
Chinese non-governmental organi-
zations to make the tree of friend-
ship even more luxuriant.

In July 2013, the CAFIU invited a 
delegation made up of representa-
tives of think-tanks and the media 
from Bangladesh, Indonesia, Paki-
stan and Sri Lanka to China.

As a member of the delegation, 
Goonatilleke visited Beijing, Shang-
hai, east China’s Jiangxi province, 
etc.

In Jiangxi, he toured the Ancient 
Kiln and Folk Customs Museum in 
Jingdezhen city, which is known 
as China’s porcelain capital, intro-
duced Sri Lanka’s practices in pro-
tecting and developing traditional 

culture at a dialogue on the inheri-
tance and development of culture 
in the processes of industrialization 
and urbanization, and had in-depth 
exchange of views with Chinese 
participants in the event.

“Jingdezhen has a long history, 
and its ceramics culture and indus-
try development really impressed 
me,” Goonatilleke said. The CPC 
has carried out deep thinking and 
active explorations in inheriting 
historical and cultural heritage as 
well as promoting fine traditions, 
especially in advancing the creative 
transformation and innovative de-
velopment of fine traditional Chi-
nese culture, Goonatilleke pointed 
out, noting that the experience Chi-
na has gained in these endeavors is 
helpful to other countries.

Goonatilleke considers the Sri 
Lanka-China relations an example 
of friendly coexistence and mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation between 
countries of different sizes.

The year 2022 marks the 65th an-
niversary of the establishment of 
diplomatic ties between China and 
Sri Lanka. 

Back in 1952, when the two coun-
tries hadn’t even established dip-
lomatic relations, they signed the 
historic Rubber-Rice Pact, which 
ushered in friendly exchanges and 
became a much-told story in the 
history of their friendly and coop-
erative relations. In 1971, Sri Lanka 
firmly supported the restoration of 
China’s lawful seat in the United Na-
tions.

These important moments in the 
development of Sri Lanka-China 
relations are engraved in Goona-
tilleke’s mind.

Mentioning the 20th National 
Congress of the CPC to be held in 
the second half of the year, Goona-
tilleke said that he really looks for-
ward to the congress and is con-
vinced that it will provide more 
experience and inspirations for 
other developing countries, includ-
ing Sri Lanka.

		  People’s Daily

fertilizers. Everything is interconnected. As 
soon as fertilizer prices started growing, many 
businesses, including those in European coun-
tries, became unprofitable and started shut-
ting down altogether. The amount of fertilizer 
in the world market took a dive, and prices 
soared dramatically, much to the surprise of 
many European politicians,

“ By the way, Russia accounts for 25 percent 
of the world fertiliser market. As for potash 
fertilizers, Alexander Lukashenko told me 
this – but we should double-check it, of course, 
although I think it is true – when it comes to 
potash fertilizers, Russia and Belarus account 
for 45 percent of the world market. This is a 
tremendous amount,

“One thing leads to another, and Russia 
has nothing to do with it. Our partners made 
a host of mistakes themselves, and now they 
are looking for someone to blame. Of course, 
Russia is the most suitable candidate in this 
respect,

“The British and later the Americans im-
posed sanctions on our fertilizers. Then, hav-
ing realised what was happening, the Ameri-
cans lifted their sanctions, but the Europeans 
did not. They are telling me themselves during 
contacts: yes, we must think about it, we must 
do something about it, but today they have 
just aggravated this situation,

He then said this will make the situation in 
the world fertilizer market worse, and hence 
the crop prospects will be much more modest, 
and prices will keep going up – that is it. This is 
an absolutely myopic, erroneous, I would say, 
simply stupid policy that leads to a deadlock.

The Journalist then asked Putin that   Russia 
is accused by high-ranking officials of prevent-
ing the grain that is actually there, in Ukrainian 
ports, from leaving. He answered by saying 
that  they are bluffing, and he explained the 
reasons that  .

“First, there are some objective things, and 
I will mention them now. The world produces 
about 800 million tonnes of grain, wheat per 
year. Now we are being told that Ukraine is 
ready to export 20 million tonnes. So, 20 mil-
lion tonnes out of 800 million tonnes amounts 
to 2.5 percent. But if we proceed from the fact 
that wheat accounts for merely 20 percent of 
all food products in the world – and this is the 
case, this is not our data, it comes from the 
UN – this means that these 20 million tonnes 
of Ukrainian wheat are just 0.5 percent, practi-
cally nothing. This is the first point,

“The second. 20 million tonnes of Ukrai-
nian wheat are potential exports. Today, the 

US official bodies also say that Ukraine could 
export six million tonnes of wheat. According 
to our Ministry of Agriculture, the figure is not 
six but about five million tonnes, but okay, let 
us assume it is six, plus it could export seven 
million tonnes of maize – this is the figure of 
our Ministry of Agriculture. We realise that this 
is not much,” he explained.

He said in the current agricultural year of 
2021–2022, we will export 37 million and, “I be-
lieve, we will raise these exports to 50 million 
tonnes in 2022–2023. But this is apropos,

“ As for shipping out Ukrainian grain, we are 
not preventing this. There are several ways to 
export grain.The first one. You can ship it out 
via the Ukraine-controlled ports, primarily in 
the Black Sea – Odessa and nearby ports. We did 
not mine the approaches to the port – Ukraine 
did this.They must clear the mines and raise the 
ships they sunk on purpose in the Black Sea to 
make it difficult to enter the ports to the south 
of Ukraine. We are ready to do this; we will not 
use the demining process to initiate an attack 
from the sea. I have already said this. This is the 
first point,

“The second. There is another opportunity: 
the ports in the Sea of Azov – Berdyansk and 
Mariupol – are under our control, and we are 
ready to ensure a problem-free exit from these 
ports, including for exported Ukrainian grain. 
Go ahead, please. This is not a problem; we 
will do this. This is the second point.

“The third. It is possible to move grain from 
Ukraine via the Danube and through Roma-
nia.Fourth. It is also possible through Hungary.

“And fifth, it is also possible to do this via Po-
land. Yes, there are some technical problems 
because the tracks are of different gauges and 
the wheel bogies must be changed. But this 
only takes a few hours, that is all” he said.

He then said “Finally, the easiest way is to 
transport grain via Belarus. This is the easi-
est and the cheapest way because from there 
it can be instantly shipped to the Baltic ports 
and further on to any place in the world.So, 
the problem of shipping grain out of Ukraine 
does not really exist”

Further the Journalist asked that how would 
the logistics work to ship it from the ports un-
der our control? What would the conditions 
be? He answered by saying  “No conditions.
They are welcome. We will provide peaceful 
passage, guarantee safe approaches to these 
ports, and ensure the safe entry of foreign 
ships and passage through the Sea of Azov and 
the Black Sea in any direction”he concluded .
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‘China’s proposals accord with general 
trend of world peace, development’

President Vladimir Putin

MONTEVIDEO / JOHANNESBURG / WASHINGTON

Johnson & Johnson said on Monday it had formally 
informed Emergent BioSolutions Inc of its decision to 
terminate agreement with the contract manufacturer 
to make COVID-19 vaccine for the drugmaker. 

The termination notice comes about a week after 
J&J had initially informed Emergent of its intent to end 
the pact based on the contract manufacturer’s breach-
es, including failure to supply COVID-19 vaccine drug 
substance, J&J said.

Emergent said earlier on Monday that J&J breached 
an agreement by failing to buy the minimum quantity 
of COVID-19 vaccines made by the company.

The contract manufacturer added that J&J had failed 
to provide required forecasts for the amount of vac-
cines it needed and had wound down the agreement 
instead of fulfilling minimum requirements.

If the agreement is terminated, Emergent said J&J 
would owe it roughly $125 million to $420 million.

J&J, in its statement, said Emergent’s filing was “false 
and misleading”.

“We have sufficient capacity across our global CO-
VID-19 vaccine manufacturing network, and we con-
tinue to meet our contractual obligations to supply 
our vaccine,” J&J said.

The use of J&J’s COVID-19 vaccine has been stalled in 
the United States after the Food and Drug Administra-
tion in May significantly restricted its use due to safety 
concerns. 

J&J has also pulled its COVID-19 vaccine sales fore-
cast for the year due to a supply glut led by low de-
mand globally. 

Manufacturing at Emergent’s Baltimore plant was 
briefly halted last year after a discovery that ingredi-
ents from AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 vaccine, also being 
produced there at that time, contaminated a batch of 
J&J’s vaccines.

Pfizer
Pfizer Inc said on Monday it would spend $120 mil-

lion to expand manufacturing of its COVID-19 antiviral 
treatment at its Michigan plant, as demand ramps up.

Use of the pill, Paxlovid, authorized to treat newly 
infected, at-risk people to prevent severe illness, has 
soared recently as infections rise.

Biden administration officials have pushed for the 
wider use of Paxlovid, which the government distrib-
utes for free. 

South Africa
South Africa’s health department officials an-

nounced that people aged 50 and older will be eligible 
for a second booster dose of Pfizer vaccine from Mon-
day.

All people in this age group who have received ei-
ther Pfizer or Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine at 
least 120 days or four months prior may receive the 
additional booster. 			   Agencies

Virus: J&J informs Emergent to 
end jab manufacturing deal

A Minnesota judge on Monday delayed until next 
year the trial of two former Minneapolis police officers 
charged in the murder of George Floyd, citing the need 
to ensure fair proceedings.

Hennepin County district court judge Peter Cahill 
ruled that the trial for J. Alexander Kueng and Tou 
Thao, which was scheduled to start this month, is now 
set for Jan 5, 2023. The pair are charged with aiding and 
abetting second-degree murder and second-degree 
manslaughter. 

Cahill wrote in his ruling that media coverage of the 
defendants’ guilty verdict in a federal civil rights trial 
in February, along with coverage of the guilty plea of 
co-defendant and former officer Thomas Lane in May, 
would make for an unfair trial this month. Lane plead-
ed guilty to aiding and abetting manslaughter.

Kueng, Thao and Lane all watched as fellow officer 
Derek Chauvin murdered Floyd by kneeling on his 
neck for nearly nine minutes in May 2020. Chauvin was 
found guilty last year and sentenced to over 22 years 
in prison. Floyd’s murder ignited global protests calling 
for racial justice and police accountability.

Cahill ruled on Monday against defendants’ request 
for a change of venue, and denied the request from me-
dia to allow cameras or audio recording devices in the 
courtroom.

In response to Cahill’s decision, Minnesota Attorney 
General Keith Ellison said in an emailed statement that 
“it’s unfortunate for the victims, the witnesses, and 
community that the opportunity to seek justice has 
been delayed.” 				    Agencies

Judge delays trial of two officers 
charged in George Floyd murder

Putin further said ,that  the US financial authorities believed 
the dollar was a global currency, and it would spread, as usual, 
as it did in previous years, would dissolve in the global econo-
my, and the United States would not even feel it.

“ But that did not happen, not this time. As a matter of fact, 
decent people – and there are such people in the United States 
– the Secretary of the Treasury recently said they had made a 
mistake. So, it was a mistake made by the US financial and eco-
nomic authorities – it has nothing to do with Russia’s actions in 
Ukraine, it is totally unrelated,”

“ The first reason and  and a big one – towards the current 
unfavorable food market situation, because, in the first place, 
food prices immediately went up, they grew,” he said.

The Russian President mentioned the second   reason was  
that the European countries’ short-sighted policies, and above 
all, the European Commission’s policy in regard to energy. Per-
sonally, I believe that many political players in the United States 
and Europe have been taking advantage of people’s natural 
concerns about the climate, climate change, and they began to 
promote this green agenda.

 “ It all seems fine, except for the unqualified and groundless 
recommendations about what needs to be done in the energy 
sector. The capabilities of alternative types of energy are over-
estimated: solar, wind, any other types, hydrogen power – those 
are good prospects for the future, probably, but today, they 
cannot be produced in the required amount, with the required 
quality and at acceptable prices. And at the same time, they be-
gan to belittle the importance of conventional types of energy, 
including, and above all, hydrocarbons,He said

He said that all this led to a shortage of investment in the 
world energy sector and price hikes as  result. The wind was 
not as strong as expected during the past year, winter dragged 
on, and prices instantly soared.

“ But as soon as gas prices started going up, fertilizer prices 
followed suit because gas is used to produce some of these 

A miner receives a Covid-19 vaccine at Anglo American 
Platinum Ltd’s Tumela mine in Amandelbult, South Africa. File 
photo

Use of the pill, Paxlovid, 
authorized to treat newly 
infected, at-risk people to 
prevent severe illness, has 
soared recently as infections 
rise
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By Correspondent Michael Eneza

THERE is an air of excitement in 
Tanzania’s sports fraternity but more so 
in cultural establishments, in the wake 
of the qualification of Serengeti Girls, 
or technical terms women’s Under-17’ 
soccer side, to the World Cup finals of 
that category, slated for India later in the 
year.

High levels of leadership including 
President Samia Suluhu Hassan have 
expressed their profound satisfaction 
with this achievement, which similarly 
attracted a flurry of discussions on 
airwaves, but the trend was likely to be 
short-lived.

There was an air of what in literature 
is known as ‘surrealism’ of a sort of 
covering, marvel, above reality as we 
know it.

Checking online what happened, 
as it was not the sort of news that one 
hears about except if one is a good 
listener to sports programs, back pages 
of newspapers, and specialized sports 
editions, it was somewhat hilarious 
to learn that Morocco, Nigeria, and 
Tanzania will represent Africa at this 
year’s FIFA Under-17 Women’s World 
Cup.

Tanzania is one of the top three 
countries in the category of soccer in 
Africa, astonishing! But how far did it 
change the local atmosphere as to what 
we know of the level of soccer in the 
country?

One online chronicler said that 
while Nigeria is regular, their fellow 
participants have qualified for the first 
time, meanwhile, Cameroon, Ethiopia, 
and Ghana were beaten at the decisive 
stage of qualifying.

It is this picture that made it difficult 
to comprehend the situation, but it was 
also an indication that women’s soccer 
is not a duplicate of men’s soccer, and 
it is hard to say that the two modules of 
soccer tournaments at times overlap.

Nigeria for instance is also a regular 
in top-level African soccer (CAF and 
FIFA tournaments), as well as Ghana, 
and Morocco. Cameroon and Ghana are 
influential too.

In other words of the six or seven 
terms contending for three spots 
to represent Africa at the Women 
Under-17 World Cup finals, some names 

Serengeti Girls and sportainment 
of World Cup finals slot miracle   

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

SINGIDA Big Stars striker Amissi Tambwe 
has called on the authorities in charge of the 
Championship League and lower divisions 
to put in place disciplinary action due to 
the existence of many unethical acts.

The Burundian national has helped the 
outfit make it to the next season’s Mainland 
Tanzania Premier League after finishing 
second in the 2021/22 Championship 
League.

The striker has vowed not to play at the 
second tier again if the Tanzania Football 
Federation (TFF) and the Tanzania 
Premier League Board do not improve the 
showdown’s organization.

He pointed out the Championship League 
is tough due to the lack of sponsors, he 
moreover criticized the authorities for 
failure to closely monitor the issue of poor 
discipline as players deliberately hurt each 
other.

“Unlike the Premier League where 
matches are monitored by the media, it 
is difficult for players to commit either 
offenses or acts of misconduct in the 
showdown, knowing they will be prosecuted 
by the TFF,” he said.

The striker disclosed: “The Championship 
should also be televised so that the league’s 
participating players can showcase their 
talent, I was hurt and endangered my career, 
I do not want to play again down there.’’

He pointed out: ‘’In the Championship the 
players are fighting on the pitch and even 
if the referee does not defend himself he 
can be beaten, this is due to the league not 
being shown on Television as opposed to the 
Premier League which has fewer challenges 
and difficulties.”

Despite Singida Big Stars, formerly known 
as DTB FC, having secured promotion to 
2022/23 Premier League, the side failed to 
take the Championship’s title despite leading 
for a long time.

The team’s star that is as well skipper 
unveiled what knocked them down as Mbeya 
Ihefu SC lifted the second tier’s trophy.

‘’DTB FC (now Singida Big Stars) led the 
league for a long time but in the closing 
stages’ matches we rest on our laurels and felt 
we had finished, I believe we lost the trophy 
due to the team having so many experienced 
players so everyone entertained egoistic 
behaviour,’’ he said.

“Selfishness had overwhelmed us, every 
player felt he was better than the other and 
it came to a point we were unable to work 
together,” he revealed.

Tambwe is very popular with Simba SC 
and Yanga fans, during his 18-months at 
Simba SC, the striker netted 20 goals in 
Premier League.

The striker scored 19 goals in the 2013/14 
season and emerged as the top scorer 
before scoring just one goal in the first 
seven games of the following season.

It led to his departure from Simba SC 
which believed he was finished and the 
squad signed Ugandan Danny Sserunkuma 
from Gor Mahia of Kenya.

Tambwe moved to Yanga and scored 13 
goals in his first season with the club before 
scoring 21 goals the following season and 
becoming the top scorer again.

Before returning to Tanzania to join 
Singida Big Stars, he was in Djibouti where 
he was playing for AS Arta Solar 7 which 
participates in the country’s Premier 
League.

The forward failed to stay in Djibouti 
despite being offered a contract extension 
due to difficult living conditions.

Tambwe disclosed: “I played one season 
and I was number two in the list of strikers 
who scored a lot of goals but life in the 
country is difficult, I could not bear it, 
starting with food, the weather is very 
unconducive, there is a red sea, have you 
ever seen it?’’

The goal-getter added: “I had a lot of offers 
from Premier League outfits, not lower 
divisions, but you cannot believe I could 
not stay in Djibouti, I decided to return to 
Tanzania and come to play First Division this 
is due to earning a lot of money as well as 
getting used to the environment here.’’

Tambwe stated: “I am still a Singida Big 
Stars player, I have a contract with the outfit 
but if there is a team that needs me it should 
negotiate with my team’s leadership and I can 
play anywhere... what I am looking at now is 
interesting.’’

He stressed: “I have the ability to play for 
any Premier League team, I have enough 
experience and I have my records, I can’t be 
afraid of anything. I am confident and I can 
play.”

Tambwe said during January’s mini transfer 
window, six Mainland Premier League outfits 
namely KMC FC, Tanzania Prisons, Geita Gold 
FC, Mtibwa Sugar, Kagera Sugar, and Coastal 
Union had shown interest in signing him.

“I did not want to leave Singida Big Stars at 
that time because my dream was to make sure 
I participate fully in the team’s promotion to 
the Premier League and thank God I achieved 
that even though it was not easy,” he said.

Singida Big Stars striker, Amissi Tambwe.

sports

Tanzania’s Serengeti Girls footballers jubilate after the squad had posted a goal in a 2022 African U-17 
Women’s World Cup qualifying showdown clash against Cameroon that was held in Yaoundé on May 22. 
PHOTO: COURTESY OF TANZANIA FOOTBALL FEDERATION

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi
THE race for the top goal scorer 

prize for the 2021/22 NBC Premier 
League has become a two-horse race, 
with the two strikers having an equal 
chance of clinching the golden shoe.

In the list of goal scorers, there are 
Yanga and Geita Gold FC strikers 
flexing their muscles.

Yanga’s Fiston Mayele and Geita 
Gold FC’s George Mpole have 
showcased their goal-scoring skills, 
having scored 14 goals apiece and still 
showing hunger to add more.

Unlike Mayele that gets a lot of 
airtime in the domestic media outlets 
due to playing for a popular side 
and displaying a very unique goal 
celebration style, Mpole is not quite 
popular despite the attacker having 
shown maturity this season.

Mpole has scored two goals for 
Tanzania’s national soccer team in 
three appearances.

The forward stepped up his game 
in the Premier League having scored 
14 goals, after Namungo FC’s attacker 
Reliants Lusajo that has netted 10 
goals faltered slightly having faced a 
goal drought.

Mpole’s goals have been scored 
in a variety of styles including 18-
yard shots, headers, and penalties, 
but the goal-getter managed to even 
harass opposing clubs’ defenders 
and goalkeepers through juggling, 
dazzling, and putting the ball behind 
the net. All these attributes have 
made him one of the deadly strikers 
in the Premier League.

In the 14 goals, Mpole has scored 10 
goals at home, a situation that shows 
the striker is making good use of 
Geita’s Nyankumbu Stadium.

The striker has so far scored 
against Mbeya City FC, Ruvu 
Shooting, Mbeya Kwanza FC, Polisi 
Tanzania, Coastal Union, Namungo 
FC, KMC FC, Azam FC, Kagera Sugar, 
and Simba SC. So far the striker has 
scored just four goals away from 
home whereby he scored two goals 
at Kaitaba Stadium in Kagera when 

TFF should closely monitor lower 
league divisions, says Tambwe   

carried the mark of experienced sides, some irregular, and others rank 
newcomers, like Tanzania, when looked at from the vantage point of 
CAF, FIFA tourneys.

Yet this picture of African soccer does not apply to women’s 
soccer generally, though at times one gets the idea that they are 
intertwined.

Tanzania has been a powerhouse when invited to women’s 
national side appearance in the Southern Africa region, it appears 
their younger sisters are even better.

In a country that has some wounds to nurse in sports generally and 
soccer, in particular, this feat comes as an antidote to the morass of 
enthusiasm when it comes to international competitions generally.

A month or so ago analysts over the waves were at a loss to explain 
why Tanzania could not field an athletics team in an international 
competition held next door in Nairobi, and all we seem to be capable 
of doing is to crowd the Kilimanjaro Marathon.

Outside this sphere one or two singularly invited players to go, not 
an issue of selecting a national side, as even for Olympic Games we 
have trouble putting up a solid team.

Explaining the differences in talent and its expression at the level 
of women’s soccer is a complicated exercise, as this sphere does not 
even have the sort of budgetary support for instance having foreign 
professional coaches to take up the girls.

Veteran player, coach, and sports administrator, Boniface 
Mkwassa, was for years the Twiga Stars coach, and there is Bakari 
Shime who has also held the fort.

In terms of the usual club soccer from whence they came, these 
are routine names among coaches, period.

It is as if talent is so brimming among the girls that the coaching 
is not the most important aspect, as nothing extraordinary has been 
done in that area, meanwhile as the girls lifted the national teams 
from one level to another.

The more familiar faces are Twiga Stars but this new success is so 
phenomenal that even their elder sisters will have a pinch of envy at 

contemplating the World 
Cup finals qualification feat.

The men will simply try 
to look away, this is what 
one meets in airwaves 
chat corners, a bit of awe, 
disbelief.

What this amounts to 
is that for Tanzania to 
seal qualification for the 
‘FIFA #U17WWC 2022,’ our 
first appearance in the 
tournament, and numerous 
‘Well done Serengeti Girls’ 
is to live on cloud nine of 
women’s soccer, an almost 
surreal experience.

There is hardly anyone in 
the streets who knows either 
two or three Serengeti Girls 
players since one meets 
such awareness in either 
specialized media or sports 
professional circles, not 
among the general public.

The qualifying feat is less 
of a big sporting event than 
a ‘soccer beauty pageant’ 
where it is satisfactory 
our 17-year-old girls won 
the qualification, allowing 
pundits and administrators 
to start dreaming of winning 
the cup itself.

George Mpole

his side took on Kagera Sugar. The forward scored one at Sokoine Stadium 
in Mbeya when Geita Gold FC defeated Mbeya City FC, the footballer then 
went on to score against Mbeya Kwanza FC at Majimaji Stadium in Ruvuma.

Of the goals scored by the 23-year-old, nine were scored in the first half 
and showed that Mpole is a striker who gives his team a positive result in 
the first half of the game.

One of those goals was scored against Simba SC in the second-phase 
match at Mwanza’s CCM Kirumba Stadium, netting in the 23rd minute.

He scored against Kagera Sugar in the first minute and 35th minute, 
the forward netted against Polisi Tanzania in the 23rd minute, Coastal 
Union (35th minute), Mbeya City FC (14th minute), Mbeya Kwanza FC (11th 
minute), and Azam FC in the 12th minute.

Despite the number of goals he scored in the first half, Mpole showed 
great ability to score goals in either period as he also scored five in the 
second half.

He opened his first 18-yard stunner in the 14th round tie of the league 
with a powerful shot to beat Polisi Tanzania goalkeeper Aron Kalambo in 
the 23rd minute, then did so again at Sokoine Stadium against Mbeya City 
FC in the 14th minute. He scored against Azam FC in the 26th minute after 
outsmarting the team’s defenders and releasing a powerful shot that left 
goalkeeper Ahmed Salula helpless.

The three-goal haul outside the box indicates that Mpole has scored the 
most goals in the 18-yard box, which gives the impression that the striker has 
the potential to reach the danger zone and take advantage of the opportunities 

he has. He has scored all three 
headers against Kagera Sugar 
in which he scored two goals 
in the first round that had 
Geita Gold FC playing away 
from home.

The goal-getter received 
a cross from left-back Amos 
Charles in the first minute of 
the game to score, he notched 
the other in the 35th minute.

he scored the third goal 
against Kagera Sugar in 
the first half of the second 
round in 12 minutes, after 
connecting a corner kick 
from Charles.

Mpole seems to be making 
the most of his right foot by 
scoring nine of the 14 goals 
through his right foot.

Despite using his right foot 
more in scoring goals, Mpole 
has used his left foot in which 
he has scored three through 
left foot, scoring against 
Azam FC, Polisi Tanzania, and 
Mbeya City FC.

He also scored the only 
goal via the first free kick in 
his club’s tie against Polisi 
Tanzania, netting in the 23rd 
minute after Daniel Lyanga 
was fouled outside the 18-yard 
box. Mpole went to take the 
free-kick, and he managed 
to lift the ball over Polisi 
Tanzania defenders and beat 
keeper Aron Kalambo much 
as the goalie had made efforts 
to save. The forward made 
good use of the two penalties 
he scored, the first of which 
he scored against Mbeya 
Kwanza FC in the 51st minute.

Geita Gold FC won the 
spot-kick when Mpole was 
fouled by defender Rolland 
Msonjo in Mbeya Kwanza 
FC’s penalty area, he scored 
the other spot-kick in the 35th 
minute of a tie against Coastal 
Union.

Nyankumbu Stadium has proved to be a fortress for Mpole 



		
    19     	                                                                                                                                                                                                                Wednesday 8  June  2022

sports

NEW YORK
BRIGHT pink and all-over metallics were the fashion stories of the 

Grammys red carpet led by Saweetie in fuchsia Valentino and Tiffany 
Haddish in sparkling one-shoulder Prada as the music crowd did Las 
Vegas proud with a show of wild, whimsical and meaningful looks.

Saweetie’s full skirt and bra top were paired with long matching 
gloves. Billy Porter, always a fashion standout, also went with fuchsia in 
a trouser look that had a sheer button-down shirt and long ruffled cape 
from Valentino.

Justin Bieber, in clunky platform Crocs and a baggy Balenciaga gray 
suit a few sizes too big, wore a fuchsia beanie on his head as walked 
with his wife, Hailey, in white Saint Laurent. Count Chrissy Teigen in 
the pink camp as well.

“The color of the season I hear is fuchsia,” Porter told E! His look was 
straight off the runway.

Saweetie was a twofer on the carpet, changing into an Oscar de la 
Renta black gown with a silver piece covering one breast.

Lady Gaga chose classic Hollywood in black-and-white velvet Armani 
Prive. She dripped in Tiffany & Co. diamonds that included a short state-
ment necklace as she hit the carpet just before the televised awards. 
Her hair was swept into an updo.

Haddish stunned in a fitted one-shoulder gown, and Carrie Under-
wood went full ballgown with sparkle in the top with sash and a full 
skirt of sunset orange. Mickey Guyton rocked an ombre long-sleeve sil-
ver and gold fringe flapper sparkle dress by Ashish, shimmying for the 
cameras.

Brandi Carlile toted about 40 pounds of hand-cut crystals on a mul-
ticolored Hugo Boss tuxedo jacket with stripes of the same crystals on 
the trousers and waist.

“I’m finally morphing into Elton John, which is my dream,” she said.
Olivia Rodrigo waved and smiled in a black sheath gown from Vivi-

enne Westwood, who included purple sparkle trim worn with rocker 
chokers. She was joined in black by Billie Eilish in a Rick Owens trench 
coat turned cape, lug soul boots on her feet.

“Olivia Rodrigo in her black opera gloves and black sheath floor 

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

By Mark Ogden, Senior Writer, ESPN FC

FOOTBALL’s new generation of su-
perstars might have to think again about 
stealing the show at Qatar 2022. Lionel 
Messi, Cristiano Ronaldo and Gareth 
Bale have made it pretty clear they are 
ready to prove that age is no barrier to 
success at the World Cup.

Messi, 34, scored all five goals in Ar-
gentina’s 5-0 win against Estonia on 
Sunday to move up to fourth in the 
all-time international goal scorers list 
with 86. At the top, the 37-year-old Ron-
aldo netted twice in Portugal’s 4-0 win 
against Lisbon to reach 117. 

Meanwhile Bale, a 32-year-old free 
agent following confirmation of his 
departure from  Real Madrid  last 
week, made the decisive contribu-
tion as Wales qualified for the World 
Cup for the first time since 1958 by 
beating Ukraine 1-0 in the final Euro-
pean playoff after  Andriy Yarmolen-
ko headed the winger’s free kick into 
his own net in Cardiff.

Ronaldo, Messi and Bale are almost 
certainly preparing for their last shot 
at World Cup glory later this year, but 
three of the most successful players in 
the history of club football will travel 
to Qatar with different ambitions and 
objectives.

Ronaldo and Messi will be deter-
mined to add the only thing missing 
from their stellar careers: World Cup 
success. Having both inspired their re-
spective national teams to continental 

Messi, Ronaldo can prove age is just a number at World Cup

		
	

By Tim Vickery, ESPN South America
 correspondent

TWO decades have gone by since  Bra-
zil lifted the last of their World Cups in Ja-
pan  and, back in Tokyo on Monday, the 
2022 model underlined their credentials as 
a candidate to win Asia’s second World Cup 
this year.

The 1-0 win over Japan was not as eye-
catching as last Thursday’s 5-1 destruc-
tion of  South Korea, but it had its merits. 
Against an opponent who rolled over Para-
guay  4-1 last week, Brazil were never se-
riously threatened and having to work for 
their breakthrough only made the encoun-
ter more interesting.

This was the first time that Coach Tite 
could count on all of his attacking talent 
together. In recent months someone has 
always been missing or not been fully fit, 
so Brazil lined up without an orthodox cen-
tre forward:  Raphinha  and  Vinicius Jun-
ior  wide and  Neymar  and  Lucas Paque-
ta completing a front four.

The start was nearly explosive. Neymar 
and Vinicius Jr. instantly carved out an in-
tricate exchange and the ball fell for Paque-
ta to spin on to his weaker right foot and 
watch his cross-shot come back off the post. 
It would have been a wonderful goal, but 
Tite probably had more to learn in a game 
that stayed goalless. 

Would his team be too open against 
a Japan side capable of moving the ball 
with fluidity? His midfield duo of  Casemi-
ro and Fred were once more in top form, 
doing the simple things, winning the ball 
and keeping it moving. Might the side get 
frustrated if they were held for long? 

This was more of a problem, especially as 
Japan were quite happy to halt Brazilian at-
tacks with niggling fouls. There were times 
when Neymar fell into the trap of dropping 
deep and looking for fouls. Brazil are at 
their best when he seeks to move the ball 
quickly, bringing Vinicius Jr., Paqueta and 
Raphinha into the game.

Into the last 20 minutes, Tite looked at 
some variations:  Thiago Silva  came on 
for Daniel Alves, sending Eder Militao out 
to right-back, and Richarlison came on to 
play up front. The only way that he can be 
accommodated together with the front four 
is for Paqueta to drop deeper and replace 
Fred. This way Brazil lose midfield mobil-
ity and marking, but gain in creativity, and 
it paid off when Richarlison combined with 
Neymar in the game’s decisive moment.

Neymar’s shot was pushed out by the 
goalkeeper and Richarlison, sniffing for the 
rebound, was fouled in the box. With his 
customary dexterity from the spot, Neymar 
won the game for Brazil, who can fly home 
pleased with their work in these two Far 
East friendlies.

Argentina, too, have plenty of reasons 
to be cheerful. Last Wednesday’s comfort-

able win over Italy was followed by a 5-0 
drubbing of Estonia in Pamplona. If  Li-
onel Messi  looked overeager to get on 
the scoresheet in the second half against 
the Italians, he must surely be satisfied by 
helping himself to all five goals. The first 
came from the penalty spot, the others as 
a consequence of the circuit of passing that 
Argentina have produced so well in this 33-
game unbeaten run.

Other than Messi, coach Lionel Scaloni 
will have been impressed with the way that 
Alejandro Gomez is always ready to step 
into the side as an attacking midfield op-
tion.  Alexis Mac Allister  was tried out in 
the midfield anchor role -- not a move to be 
tried against stronger teams, since defend-
ing is not his speciality, but one which helps 
the team play the first pass forward with 
quality. For the last few minutes he was 
replaced by the more defensively mind-
ed  Juan Foyth, who then switched to the 
right in a three centre-back system. Scaloni, 
then, has managed to have a look at a num-
ber of variations which could come in use-
ful in Qatar.

And much the same applies to Uruguay’s 
Diego Alonso. Sunday’s 0-0 draw with 
the United States will not live as long in the 
memory as last week’s 3-0 win over Mexi-
co, but Alonso sent out almost an entire 
reserve side to face Gregg Berhalter’s men.

Alonso had a look at a back three before 
a half-time switch to a line of four. Another 
clean sheet is good news; his midfield, with 
very little international experience, did 
well enough; and, right at the end,  Edin-
son Cavani missed a golden chance to win 
the game. No goals conceded in two games 
makes this a satisfactory two-game trip to 
America for Uruguay, who have a game 
in front of their own fans against  Jamai-
ca scheduled for Saturday.

Ecuador  will also complete their June 
programme on Saturday with a match 
against Cape Verde after their match 
against  Mali  was cancelled. They will 
face  Senegal  in the World Cup and have 
made a point of seeking African opposition. 
Last week they beat  Nigeria  1-0 in New 
Jersey, but the overall performance in Chi-
cago in Sunday’s 0-0 draw with Mexico was 
probably better.

It is Peru, though, who have the big game 
coming up. Next Monday they will play off 
for a place in the World Cup against either 
the  United Arab Emirates  or  Australia. 
They warmed up in Spain on Sunday with 
a laboured 1-0 win over New Zealand, the 
only goal a blunder by the keeper which 
Italian-born striker  Gianluca Lapadu-
la punished with typical sharpness.

It might not have been great, but coach-
es are always pleased by clean sheets, and 
the South American World Cup sides have 
come up with plenty of them over the last 
few days.

Brazil, Argentina underline World Cup credentials Blatter, Platini finally going 
to court in FIFA fraud trial

GENEVA

SEPP Blatter and Michel Platini’s 
11-day trial on charges of defrauding 
FIFA  starts today — finally bringing 
the epic downfall of soccer’s former 
world leaders into criminal court.

The fallout from the case ousted 
Blatter ahead of schedule as presi-
dent of FIFA and ended Platini’s cam-
paign to succeed his former mentor. 
It also removed Platini as president 
of UEFA, the governing body of Euro-
pean soccer.

In 2015, federal prosecutors in Swit-
zerland revealed their investigation 
into a $2 million payment from FIFA 
to Platini from four years earlier. The 
pair will go on trial in Bellinzona.

The subsidiary charges include 
forgery of the invoice in 2011 that al-
lowed Blatter to authorize FIFA to 
pay the 2 million Swiss francs (about 
$2 million) Platini had asked for. The 
claim was for the former France soc-
cer great to be paid extra money for 
being an advisor — without having a 
contract for it — in Blatter’s first presi-
dential term from 1998-2002.

Both have long denied wrongdo-
ing and claim they had a verbal deal 
in 1998. That defense first failed with 
judges at the FIFA ethics committee, 
which banned them from soccer, and 
later in separate appeals at the Court 
of Arbitration for Sport. 

Now the case comes to a criminal 
court which will sit only until lunch-
time each day because of the 86-year-
old Blatter’s health, 18 months after 
he was  in a coma following heart 
surgery.

Blatter is due to be questioned 
Wednesday and Platini one day later. 
Both are expected to give closing 
statements on June 22, when the trial 
ends.

The three federal judges hearing 
the case are scheduled to deliver their 
verdict on July 8. Blatter and Platini 
each face of up to five years in prison, 
but suspended sentences are a likely 
option.

Blatter said in a statement every-
thing was accounted for properly and 
he is optimistic about his chances at 
the trial. Platini denounced what he 
called “unfounded and unfair accusa-
tions.” He has claimed the allegations 
were fed to prosecutors in a plot to 
stop him from becoming FIFA presi-
dent.

Arguments and evidence in court 
will revisit the widely discredited 
FIFA political culture during Blatter’s 
17-year presidency, and around the 
time Qatar controversially won the 
hosting rights to this year’s World 
Cup.

Platini sent his invoice to FIFA in 

FILE - FIFA president Sepp Blatter is greeted by UEFA President Michel Platini, right, after Blatter’s re-election as president 
at the Hallenstadion in Zurich, Switzerland, on May 29, 2015. Sepp Blatter and Michel Platini enter a criminal court 
Wednesday charged with defrauding world soccer body FIFA. It’s an 11-day trial of two men once the most powerful in the 
world’s favorite sport. (AP)

January 2011, only weeks after the 
World Cup vote. It was quickly paid 
as Blatter’s next re-election cam-
paign took shape.

Qatar’s top soccer official, Mo-
hamed bin Hammam, used the mo-
mentum of his nation’s rising status 
in a failed challenge to Blatter. Platini 
was seen as both Blatter’s presumed 
heir, likely in 2015, and a key ally Bin 
Hammam needed to win European 
votes.

In the published indictment, 
Swiss prosecutors do not cite FIFA 
politics as a motive for payment. 
They focus on the facts of Platini 
being enriched by an allegedly un-
lawful salary claim and a further 
229,000 Swiss francs ($238,000) of 
social security taxes paid by FIFA in 
Zurich.

The Platini money was “account-
ed for accordingly and approved 
by all responsible FIFA authorities,” 
Blatter said in a statement. That 
view is disputed by a former em-
ployee, however.

The additional money was never 
accrued as it should have been in 
FIFA accounts from 1999, accord-
ing to then-FIFA accountant Jean-
nine Erni, who was interviewed for 
different investigations. She said 
the payment was “odd” and looked 
related to the 2011 presidential elec-
tion.

Another former staffer, then-FIFA 
head of compliance Ivo Bischofs-
berger, said in questioning cited 

by CAS that he “always had doubts 
about the whole story. Did it smell? 
Yes.”

Platini’s contract with FIFA, signed 
in August 1999, was for 300,000 
Swiss francs ($312,000) annually. 
Platini said he asked for “1 million” 
but Blatter would pay only the same 
as FIFA’s then-secretary general and 
promised the balance later.

Platini’s contract expired in 2002, 
when he was elected to the FIFA 
executive committee. A letter to 
him, signed by Blatter in September 
2002 and seen by The Associated 
Press, said their agreement was set-
tled and terminated.

Platini testified at CAS he first 
asked for extra money early in 2010 
after FIFA paid a seven-figure sev-
erance to Jerome Champagne, a 
French former diplomat who was 
ousted as a Blatter aide. The invoice 
eventually requested 500,000 
Swiss francs ($520,000) extra for 
each year of advisory work.

Witnesses due in court include 
two former elected FIFA and UEFA 
officials, Ángel María Villar of Spain 
and Antonio Mattarese of Italy, and 
former federal prosecutor Olivier 
Thormann, who was cleared in 2018 
of misconduct in the FIFA investiga-
tion.

Thormann will be questioned 
Thursday as Platini’s lawyers try to 
show the prosecution office collud-
ed with soccer officials, and helped 
Gianni Infantino become FIFA pres-

ident in 2016.
Attempts to summon Infantino to be 

questioned in court have failed. Platini 
has also  filed a criminal complaint in 
France  against Infantino, his former 
general secretary at UEFA.

Platini and Blatter have both ques-
tioned how prosecutors learned about 
the disputed payment.

Swiss prosecutors began investigating 
FIFA in November 2014 when the soccer 
body filed a criminal complaint about 
suspected money laundering in  bid 
contests to host the 2018 and 2022 World 
Cups. Russia and Qatar won those votes 
by the FIFA executive committee in De-
cember 2010.

Swiss authorities seized documents 
and data at FIFA headquarters on May 
27, 2015 — the day soccer officials were 
arrested in Zurich hotels in a separate, 
sprawling American investigation of cor-
ruption.

Three weeks later, then-attorney gen-
eral Michael Lauber said  53 suspect 
transactions  possibly linked to World 
Cup bidding had been alerted by banks 
in Switzerland.

More than 11 years after Platini was 
paid, FIFA is trying to recover the money.

“FIFA has brought a civil action against 
both Blatter and Platini to have the mon-
ey which was illegally misappropriated 
repaid to FIFA,” the soccer body’s lawyer, 
Catherine Hohl-Chirazi, said in a state-
ment, “so it can be used for the sole pur-
pose for which it was originally intended 
— football.”

			   AP

as Sweden failed to qualify) showing that 
ultra-professionalism and dedication to 
their fitness can sustain a top player far 
beyond the finishing line of some former 
greats of the game.

Brazil legend Pele was 29 when he 
played in his last World Cup in Mexico in 
1970, while Argentina’s Diego Maradona 
bowed out -- after failing a drug test -- as a 
33-year-old at USA 94. 

France midfielder Zinedine Zidane was 
34 when he played at Germany 2006, 
while Brazil striker Ronaldo, whose career 
was ravaged by injuries, also played his last 
World Cup game at 29. 

Messi and Ronaldo have already gone 
beyond the paths trod by their illustrious 
predecessors just by making it to Qatar, 
but they won’t settle for simply being at 
the World Cup. They will expect to make a 
memorable impact.

DOHA

A STATUE immortalising Zinedine Zidane’s headbutt during the 2006 World Cup final 
will be re-installed in Qatar after it was removed in 2013 amid a domestic backlash, the 
head of Qater Museums said on Monday.

The 5-metre bronze work called “Coup de tete” was removed days after its unveiling 
after some people in the conservative Muslim country criticised it for promoting idolatry 
and others said it encouraged violence. 

“Evolution happens in societies. It takes time and people may criticize something to 
begin with, but then understand it and get used to it,” said Qatar Museums Chairperson 
Sheikha al-Mayassa al-Thani, who is the sister of Qatar’s ruling emir.

She said the original public location of the statue was “not right” and that the sculpture 
would be remounted at a new sports museum in Doha, which is hosting the World Cup 
later this year.

Some conservative Muslims believe artistic depictions of human forms should be for-
bidden to avoid idolatry. Although statues are on public display in many Muslim coun-
tries, they are less common in the Arab Gulf.

The sculpture by Algerian-born French artist Adel Abdessemed depicts the moment 
during extra time in the 2006 World Cup final when Zidane head-butted Italy’s Marco 
Materazzi. Zidane was sent off in his final match as a professional footballer, and Italy 
went on to beat France on penalties.

Al-Mayassa told reporters the aim of displaying the work was to promote conversations 
about “stress on athletes...and the importance of dealing with issues of mental health.”

“Zidane is a great friend of Qatar. And he’s a great role model for the Arab world,” she 
said. “Art, like anything else, is a matter of taste. Our goal is to empower people.”

							                             (Agencies)

Zidane headbutt statue to be re-installed in Qatar

glory (Portugal at Euro 2016; Argentina at the 2021 Copa America), both players 
know they’re representing teams capable of winning in Qatar if they can over-
come traditional favourites like France, Brazil and Germany. 

It will be a different story for Bale. Sources told ESPN that he would have re-
tired if Wales had missed out on qualification to Ukraine, so just being there is 
“the final piece of the jigsaw” for his career. But while taking the team on a deep 
run in Qatar will be a tall order, he is capable of getting them out of a group con-
taining England, Iran and the United States and into the knockout stages.

When Wales ended their 58-year wait to play in a major tournament at Euro 
2016, the former Tottenham forward helped drive the team to a surprise run to 
the semifinals and, both against Ukraine and in the playoff semifinal against Aus-
tria in March (when he scored both goals in a 2-1 win), Bale showed that he is still 
a formidable force on the international stage.

It is undoubtedly the same for Messi and Ronaldo, while there are some other 
notable veterans who are capable of going out with a bang in what will probably 
be their last World Cup. France’s Karim Benzema (34), Poland’s Robert Lewan-
dowski (33), Uruguay’s Luis Suarez (35) and Edinson Cavani (35), have all de-
livered at the highest level during the past decade and can do so again in Qatar.

Footballers are now playing well into their 30s, with Ronaldo and 40-year-
old  Zlatan Ibrahimovic  (though there is no final curtain for him in Qatar, 

Lionel Messi - 					     Neymar Jr



			 

By Guardian Correspondent

DAR ES SALAAM’s DB Lionesses garnered a hard-fought 45-44 vic-
tory over Mchenga Queens in the women’s category tie of the on-
going Regional Basketball Association (RBA) League at the National 
Indoor Stadium last weekend.

Much as Mchenga Queens succumbed to the loss, the side put on 
a spirited performance that has sent a warning to the showdown’s 
remaining outfits.

The squad is participating in the RBA League for the first time, 
sponsored by Selcom through the Direct Store.

Kurasini Divas Club’s player, Suzana Ally, said the level shown by 
Mchenga Queens in its tie against DB Lionesses will make other out-
fits more alert when they meet Mchenga Queens.

“This team is good as I have seen it comprises talented players, 
and in this tournament, it seems to be well prepared,” Suzana noted.

Aziza Kassim of JKT Stars said the Mchenga Queens team’s show-
ing has proved the women’s game has improved.

“I did not expect this new team to play so well in the match, this 
shows the league will be tough,” Aziza pointed out.

Mchenga Queens’ Fatuma Yassoda warned the teams her outfit 
would face, noting she cautions them to be well organized.

The DB Lionesses managed to lead in three quarters, notching 12-
11 and 14-10 in the first and second quarters respectively, and 

Mchenga Queens later took control of the third quarter and led 10-
9, the fourth quarter saw DB Lionesses bounce back to notch a 10-13 
lead and grab the victory.

DB Lionesses’ Fatuma Pengo scored 15 points in the duel followed 
by teammate Maria Mabela who scored 12 points.

Neema Manyama slotted in 19 points for Mchenga Queens fol-
lowed by teammate Jaqueline Nadwanga who scored 18 points.

Jaqueline slotted in three-point shots on three occasions, execut-
ed good passes to teammates who scored nine points, and ended 
with four turnovers.

In the women’s category’s other tie that was played at the same 
venue, JKT Stars beat Ukonga Queens 47-31.

JKT Stars’ experience gave it an upper hand in the duel, as the 
squad kept the resolute Ukonga Queens at bay.

Penina Lushingo scored 16 points for JKT Stars, followed by team-
mate Lulu Joseph who scored 13 points.

Ukonga Queens’ Amina Kaswa notched 13 points, followed by 
teammate Monalisa Kaijage who ended with 12 points.

Blatter, Platini finally going 
to court in FIFA fraud trial 

Parliament lauds Serengeti Girls for qualifying 
for 2022 FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup finals     

DB Lionesses edge Mchenga Queens 

in thrilling 2022 RBA League clash     

Simba SC all out 
to post victory in 
Premier League ties   

By Getrude Mbago, Dodoma

THE National Assembly yesterday offered special 
respect to Tanzania’s U-17 women’s soccer side, Seren-
geti Girls, and the squad’s leaders to honour the efforts 
that made them qualify for the 2022 FIFA U-17 Women’s 
World Cup.

The young girls and their leaders got an opportunity 
to enter the house and sit on the MPs’ sofas thus getting 
new experience.

Speaker of the National Assembly Tulia Ackson hailed 
the girls for representing the country well globally.

She said the House was proud of the girls and will be 
there to support them in their journey.

Minister for Culture, Arts, and Sports, Mohamed 
Mchengerwa, praised the girls for their hard work and 
assured them of full support from the government as 
they proceed to the World Cup.

Noela Patrick, the team’s skipper, commended the 
technical bench and leaders for their tireless efforts to 
support the girls during the whole period of struggling 
to qualify for the top world competition.

She hailed President Samia Suluhu Hassan for her ex-
ceptional leadership and for supporting the growth of 
sports in the country.

“We are so happy because we have worked hard and 
have all the time been listening to instructions from 
our leaders, we are sure that we are going to do won-
ders in India in October,” Noela said.

Tanzania’s Serengeti Girls overcame Cameroon with 
a 5-1 aggregate win in the fourth round of the African 
U-17 Women’s World Cup qualifying tournament to 
book a place in the World Cup final.

Cameroon had succumbed to a 4-1 loss to Serengeti 
Girls in the first leg played in Yaoundé on May 22.

Players making Serengeti Girls and the team’s officials attend the Parliament in Dodoma yesterday. The squad was invited to Parliament after 
qualifying for the U-17 Women’s World Cup finals slated for October 11–30 in India.  PHOTO: COURTESY OF TANZANIA FOOTBALL FEDERA-
TION

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Simba SC caretaker coach Selemani Matola.

Serengeti Girls made certain of 
their progression to the final af-
ter cruising to a 1-0 victory over 
Cameroon in the rematch that 
took place at Amaan Stadium in 
Zanzibar on June 5. 

Serengeti Girls have joined Ni-
geria and Morocco as the African 
representatives at the tourna-
ment slated for October 11-30 in 
India.

The 16 teams that have quali-
fied for the FIFA U-17 Women’s 
World Cup include Tanzania, Ni-
geria, Morocco, India, China, Ja-
pan, Canada, and Mexico.

United States, Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia, New Zealand, France, 
Germany, and Spain also make 
the list of the showpiece contend-
ers.

The 2022 FIFA U-17 Women’s 
World Cup will be the seventh 
edition of the FIFA U-17 Women’s 
World Cup.

It is the biennial international 
women’s youth football champi-
onship contested by the Under-17 
national teams of the member as-
sociations of FIFA, since its incep-
tion in 2008.

The tournament will be hosted 
by India, which would have host-
ed the 2020 edition before it was 
cancelled due to the COVID-19 

pandemic.
It will be the second time that 

India host a FIFA tournament 
after the men’s 2017 FIFA U-17 
World Cup, and the first time that 
India host a FIFA women’s foot-
ball tournament.

Spain is the defending cham-
pion, having won its first title in 
2018.

India was originally selected as 
host of the 2020 FIFA U-17 Wom-
en’s World Cup on March 15, 2019.

On 17 November 2020, FIFA an-
nounced that the 2020 edition of 
the tournament would be can-
celled due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Instead, India was appointed 
as host of the next edition of the 
tournament in 2022.
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By Correspondent Ismail Tano 

SIMBA SC has expressed its inten-
tion to emerge victorious in the out-
fit’s remaining NBC Premier League 
fixtures, although it does not have a 
chance to clinch the silverware.

The club’s footballers entered the 
camp last weekend to prepare for 
the remaining matches, with the 
team’s caretaker coach Seleman Ma-
tola insisting they want to win all five 
matches. Simba SC is positioned sec-
ond in the league standings with 51 
points, with five games to go before 
the league concludes.

League leader Yanga has regis-
tered 64 points and needs three 
points from the club’s remaining 
four matches to become champions.

Matola explained that his goal is to 
ensure his outfit finishes the league 
by reducing the points gap between 
it and Yanga to set a good record for 
the Msimbazi Street outfit.

The tactician disclosed: “We are 
entering the camp, we have five 
matches left and the goal is to win 
all... we will not be under pressure 
because we are no longer in the 
championship race.’’

The coach noted that he will con-
tinue to use the full squad in the 
remaining five matches to achieve 
the outfit’s goals although he knows 
the matches will not be easy due to 
some teams being in a less favour-
able position in the top-flight’s table.

According to the outfit’s doctor 
Yassin Gembe, all players are in good 
condition including those in the na-
tional teams and he believes they 
will build good connections and per-
form well in the remaining matches.

Simba SC will take on Mtibwa 
Sugar, Mbeya City FC, Kinondoni 
Municipal Council FC, Tanzania Pris-
ons, and Mbeya Kwanza FC in the re-
maining ties.

Meanwhile, Yanga’s head coach 
Nasreddine Nabi has called on the 
club’s attacker Chico Ushindi to im-
prove his game.

NBC Premier League leader con-
tinues to prepare for the NBC Pre-
mier League clashes and the 2021/22 
Azam Sports Federation Cup (ASFC) 
final against Coastal Union slated for 
next month. The Congolese joined 
the Jangwani Street squad in this 
season’s January registration pe-
riod from DR Congo’s TP Mazembe 
which roped in Yanga’s midfielder, 
Mukoko Tonombe.

Ushindi was given the condition 
that he should rectify his weakness-
es but the striker has yet to prove his 
worth. Coach Nabi said he is still not 
happy with Ushindi’s work rate, as 
the striker has not managed to show-
case the prowess which he exhibited 
at TP Mazembe.

Nabi said in deciding the fate of 
the striker he wants to give him the 
opportunity in the remaining five 
matches. The fixtures include four 
Premier League matches and the 
ASFC final. The tactician pointed 
out he will ask Yanga’s leadership to 
rope the attacker in if he does well.

Ushindi was signed on a six-month 
contract which will expire at the end 
of this season, the footballer is yet 
to record a goal in the top flight and 
ASFC but Nabi said he had seen po-
tential on the player’s feet in the few 
matches he had taken part in.

‘’I have known him for a long time 
but there is a life he experienced at 
TP Mazembe that makes it difficult 
for us to see what he has, when you 
see him in practice it is different 
from the way he puts his skills to 
show in the match,” Nabi revealed.

Nabi stated: “He somewhat dis-
played good showing in the last 
match he played in Mwanza but the 
bad thing is we are heading towards 
the end of the season, I think I will 
allow him to play in the remaining 
matches to find whether he can re-
gain his quality.”

The tactician added he wants to 
look at some aspects of the foot-
baller in the matches before making 
decisions about the striker.

The coach said he has held long 
training sessions with all of the 
squad’s footballers that had been 
nursing injuries to show their po-
tential as his squad still relies on 
their strengths. “In Tanzania, there 
is no such thing as offering a player 
time, that is very unfortunate... if he 
proves his worth we can look at giv-
ing him time otherwise we will make 
other decisions.’’
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Dar es Salaam’s Mchenga Queens squad poses for a photo after battling it 
out in the 2022 Regional Basketball Association (RBA) League’s women’s 
category tie against DB Lionesses which was held last weekend. PHOTO: 
CORRESPONDENT

We are so happy because we 
have worked hard and have 
all the time been listening to 
instructions from our leaders, 
we are sure that we are going to 
do wonders in India in October
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