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BUSINESS

By Guardian Reporter

IN the first of its kind initiative to further spur cashless payment solu-tions in the market, NMB Bank Plc has teamed up with Mastercard and transportation solutions provider, EYWA to enable commuters pay their fares digitally.
Consisting of a mobile applica-tion and a transit card, the mass transportation solution will lever-age cashless payments and digital technologies to efficiently trans-form how millions of commuters are moved daily within and across major cities in Tanzania.

As the banking partner in the consortium, NMB Bank will be ena-bling commercial transport opera-tors join the formal economy using digital payment technology tools, said acting Managing Director, Ruth Zaipuna. 
Zaipuna said in Dar es Salaam 

during the launch of the partner-ship that last year, the bank  teamed up with Mastercard to offer another digital payment tool dubbed Mas-tercard QR to motorcycle taxi rid-ers also known as ‘boda-boda’ to re-ceive fares from customers directly through their NMB accounts.“We are committed to growing Tanzania’s transportation sector and working with partners such as EYWA and Mastercard to introduce a digital solution that will not only promote a cashless society but will also benefit commuters and passen-gers plus the economy in general,” Zaipuna said.
 “Formalization of these pay-ments is a key component of NMB’s drive to enhance financial inclu-sion among the commuters and the transport sector as a whole. With Mastercard QR, we are providing an efficient means for commuters to receive payments from all MNOs 

NMB, Mastercard team 
up with EYWA to digitise 
commuters’ fare payment

Tech savvy 

Azania Bank Limited’s Mwaloni Branch Manager, Sasa Miligwa (L) present part of the 100 cement bags to an assistant to Ilemela Constituency lawmaker who 

is also Deputy Minister for Land, Housing and Human Settlements Development, Angelina Mabula, Kazungu Safari during a brief ceremony held in Ilemela 

Municipality of Mwanza region yesterday. Photo courtesy of Azania Bank.

NMB Bank Plc’s acting managing director, Ruth Zaipuna. 

By Guardian Reporter

AZANIA Bank Limited handed over a donation to 100 cement bags to back construction of classrooms in Ilemela district of Mwanza region. 
Speaking after receiving the consignment yesterday in Mwanza, an assistant to Ilemela lawmaker who is also Deputy Minister for Land, Housing and Human Settlements Develop-ment, Angelina Mabula, Kazun-gu Safari paid tribute to Azania 

management and staff for the support saying the municipality is facing shortage of classrooms.“On behalf of the people of Ilemela and their MP, I would like to express our deep appre-ciation to Azania Bank for their endless support to our munici-pal. I recall Azania Bank just recently launched ‘Jikwamue’ loans which target business women, small scale entrepre-neurs and people with disabili-ties, here in Ilemela,” Safari said.While calling on other cor-

porations to join ABL’s good corporate citizenry, Safari said Ilemela’s education system has many challenges apart from classrooms hence need con-certed efforts by both the public and private sectors.
“Statistics show that there is shortage of almost 103 class-rooms for the enrolled 8,668 students enrolled this year 2020 so far but currently only have 90 classrooms,” he noted.

Speaking during the event on behalf of Ilemela MP, the MP’s 

Secretary (Katibu wa Mbunge) Mr. Kazungu Safari expressed his appreciation to this support and asked for other financial institutions to do the same as a part of their CSR. 
In remarks after handing over the cement bags, Azania Bank’s Mwaloni Branch Manager, Sasa Miligwa stated that the donation is part of the bank’s corporate social responsibility contribu-tion to the community. 

“As a financial institution op-erating in this area, we felt that 

it is crucial to support such an initiative so that we can give back part of the profit we make to the community. Latest finan-cial statements indicate that Azania Bank made a profit of 15bn/- in 2019 part of which is what we are donating here,” Miligwa said.
He said in addition, the Dar es Salaam based Tier 1 lender has also supported government’s anti-coronavirus measures apart from taking cautions and investing in personal protective 

gear for employees and custom-ers.
“Our branches countrywide have taken all measures to en-sure that customers and staff are safe by keeping distance and also supplying sanitizers and other preventive gear,” he added while observing that the bank is also encouraging cli-ents and the general public to use digital transacting products such as Azania Plus. Azania Plus comprises of mobile banking, mobile application, Internet 

banking, Azania Wakala, Visa Card services and ATM outlets.Cap:
Azania Bank Limited’s Mwalo-ni Branch Manager, Sasa Miligwa (L) handing over part of the 100 cement bags to an assistant to Ilemela Constituency lawmaker who is also Deputy Minister for Land, Housing and Human Settlements Development, An-gelina Mabula, Kazungu Safari during a brief ceremony held in Ilemela Municipality of Mwanza region yesterday. Photo cour-

Azania Bank donates 100 bags of cement to Ilemela public schools

GenerosiTy 

and commercial bank customers that are Mastercard QR enabled,” she added. 
This service will be available at all bus stations na-

tionwide in Tanzania, starting with Dar es Salaam. Mastercard and EYWA plan to expand to other mar-kets across East Africa, enabling more people to enjoy 

By Correspondent Beatrice 
Philemon

AS the coronavirus pandemic restricts tourists to witness the an-nual wildebeests migration which is due to take place at Serengeti Na-tional Park later this month, Tanza-nia Tourist Board will live-stream the event.
TTB Managing Director Devota Mdachi said in Dar es Salaam yes-terday that they have come up with the innovative solution to al-low fans of the annual migration 

witness the event that will be aired from this month.
Mdachi said TTB in collabora-tion with the Serengeti Show Live team, will air the event using all digital media outlets globally. “Our mission is to entertain and thrill all wildlife and safari fans during Cov-id-19 travel restrictions,” she said. Serengeti Show Live is a crea-tion of wildlife guide, Carel Verhoef aimed at allowing tourists and local wildlife fans access to their favourite conservation places dur-ing Covid-19 lockdowns.

Verhoef’s program helps bring tourists back to Serengeti National Park whilst conserving the habi-tat and biodiversity of the area. Tracking animals in their natural environments, he leads the videog-raphy team through game drives which take Africa to the world. 
“As we wait for a time when the world will open up again for travel, we are putting in place recovery strategies to ensure destination Tanzania remains a preferred choice in the minds of prospective tourists,” the TTB chief added.

TTB is also collaborating with Tanzania National Parks and Ngorongoro Conservation Area Authority who also have partnered with the Serengeti Show Live team to bring the highly visual wildlife show to the world to entertain and educate the viewers. 
Commenting on the program, Verhoef said the great migration of wildebeest and iconic African animals like lions and elephants are a draw card for tourists visit-ing Serengeti National Park at this point in time annually.  

“We’re concerned about the devastating impact the reduction of travel and tourism is having on the revenue generated for conser-vation agencies. This is also result-ing in job losses and more broadly affecting the livelihoods of people working in and living around pro-tected areas. It also impacts the op-erations in the wilderness areas,” noted Verhoef.
Approximately 17.2 percent of the country’s gross domestic prod-uct is generated by tourism with over one million foreign arrivals 

innovaTion 

TTB to live-stream migration of wildebeest beginning this month 

ADDIS ABABA

THE delayed implementation of an African free-trade agreement is a missed opportunity as the pact offers “probably the best form of stimulus” for the continent to over-come the impact of the coronavirus pandemic, according to an enter-prise that liaises between business and the African Union.
“We unfortunately don’t have the ability to play with quantitative easing and the exercise of print-ing money,” Paulo Gomes, the vice 

president of the AfroChampions Initiative, said in an interview. “Our stimulus is really to enhance trade among the countries and create the conditions to create jobs, develop small and medium enterprises and make sure that we create liquidity in the market.”
Gomes, a former executive direc-tor of the World Bank, is one of 25 African business leaders, including Gervais Djondo, the co-founder of Ecobank Transnational, and Ichor Coal chief executive officer Nonku-luleko Nyembezi-Heita, who wrote 

an open letter to the continent’s po-litical leaders. In it, they warn that the postponement of trade under the African Continental Free Area would be a mistake.
First trade under the agreement, which was due to take place on July 1, has been delayed due to the coro-navirus pandemic. While the agree-ment entered into force legally last year, protocols for trade in goods and services need to be agreed to make the July deadline.

Instead of a full-blown postpone-ment, countries should work to fa-

cilitate the transport of medical and personal protective equipment as an immediate response to the virus, while concluding outstanding nego-tiations via virtual meetings, Gomes said.
The health and economic conse-quences of the virus will result in sub-Saharan Africa’s first recession in 25 years, according to World Bank estimates. African finance ministers have called for emergency econom-ic stimulus of $100 billion, including debt-service waivers to combat the effects of the pandemic.

call 

African nations urged on free-trade deal to fight pandemic

smooth and seamless digital transit services in the coming months.“We are committed to making de-cent mass-transit services accessible for all with a goal of moving millions of Africans daily and safely, at the cost they can afford. 
As the world grapples with the COVID-19 pandemic, we are humbled to be able to launch a solution that will enable commuters in Tanzania transit while being able to stay safe by limiting human-to-human contact,” said EYWA’s CEO, Toffene Kama.Adam Jones, Mastercard’s Area Business Head for East Africa, Adam Jones backed Zaipuna and Kama ob-servations saying with more people travelling around urban areas for work or leisure, cities are looking to better address the demand across public transit networks. 

“As such, we are proud to have partnered with EYWA and NMB Bank to launch Mastercard QR in the transport sector, an integral part of Tanzania’s economy. 
With thousands of people using public transport on a daily basis, our digital payment technology in-tegrated into this solution will have a substantial and positive impact on driving inclusive growth, as well as building the digital economy,” Jones noted. 

To enjoy this service, all passen-gers need to do is get their free EYWA Transit Card from agents located at bus stops and top-up through any of their preferred platforms. 
Commuters will receive informa-tion on the next arriving bus on their mobile phones. Smartphone users can also download the EYWA application for an even better user experience.

TTB’s managing director, Devota Mdachi speaks at a past event.
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ADDIS ABABA

AFRICAN Union experts are locked 
in discussion with the Republic of 
Madagascar, through its embassy in Addis 
Ababa, with a view to obtaining technical 
data regarding the safety and efficiency of 
a herbal remedy recently announced by 
Madagascar, for prevention and treatment 
of COVID-19.

The AU Commissioner for Social Affairs 
Amira El Fadil convened a meeting 
with the Malagasy Chargé d’Affaires Eric 
Randrianantoandro on 30th April at which 
it was agreed that the member state would 
furnish the African Union with necessary 
details regarding the herbal remedy.

Once furnished with the details, the AU, 
through the Africa Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention (Africa CDC), will 
review the scientific data gathered so far 
on the safety and efficacy of the COVID-19 
organics. This review will be based on 
global technical and ethical norms to 
garner the necessary scientific evidence 
regarding the performance of the tonic.

These developments follow the 

participation of Malagasy President Andry 
Rajoelina in a video meeting of the Bureau 
of the Assembly of AU Heads of State and 
Government with the Chairmen of AU 
Regional Economic Communities (RECs) 
on 29 April, in which he participated as 
Chairman of the Common Market for 
Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), 
and where he made a presentation to his 
peers regarding the herbal remedy.

The teleconference was convened by 
President Matamela Cyril Ramaphosa of 
South Africa and current chairman of the 
African Union (AU), and had the aim of 
apprising the chairmen of the RECs about 
actions and initiatives undertaken by the 
African Union in response to the spread of 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic on 
the continent. 

The meeting also provided a platform 
for the chairmen of the RECs to brief the 
bureau about regional measures taken in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

AU, Madagascar 
discuss Covid-19 
herbal remedy

By Guardian Reporter

ILLNESSES of MPs are a private matter 
unless the family decides to specify such 
illness, and thus the National Assembly 
will not reveal what ails any MP, the 
House secretariat has ruled.

Dr Tulia Ackson, the Deputy Speaker 
made the stand here late on Monday 
when winding up debate on estimates 
of the Ministry of Health, Community 
Development, Gender, Elderly and 
Children.

Rombo MP Joseph Selasini (Chadema) 
had demanded to be shown proof of any 
MP dying from Covid-19.

TURN TO PAGE 2

On April 20 Dr Ackson informed the 
House that one MP (name withheld) was 
infected by the coronavirus and was 
receiving treatment. 

”Honorable MPs all of us here are leaders 
and we all know that a person’s illness is 
his own secret, and that of his doctor. We 
cannot reach a stage for people to be forced 
to divulge their illnesses or someone else 
to say someone has died of Covid-19,” she 
said.

Dr Ackson elaborated that those who 
are infected with the coronavirus have 
announced so on their own volition 
and that there hasn’t been any occasion 

11 killed, 2 hurt in 
highway accidents

The Guardian Digital +255 745 700 710

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Guardian Reporters

ELEVEN people have died and two  have 
been seriously injured in road accidents in 
Tanga and  Coast regions.

The Tanga crash happened on Monday 
at around 4.00pm at Vigaeni area in 
Korogwe District. Five people died on the 
spot and two seriously injured following a 
head- on-collision.

Tanga Regional Police Commander 
Blasius Chatanda said the accident 
involved a lorry (Scania) with 
registration number T225 CRN that 

was carrying maize and a another lorry 
(Mitsubishi Fuso) with registration 
number T 689 BEK carrying cement and 
travelling to Tanga.

Drivers of both lorries–Yusuf Ali, the 
Fuso driver, and Athumani Mrisho the 
Scania driver died on the spot.

RPC Chatanda said the names of two 
people among the three injured could 
not be established while one of them was 
seriously injured and taken to Bombo 
Referral Hospital in Tanga. The other 
was taken to Muheza District Designated 

Major crops suffer price,
trade volume decreases

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Felister Peter, Dodoma

WORLD market prices of some strategic crops 
such as cotton, cashewnuts and cocoa recorded a 
drastic drop between February and March due to 
the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Innocent Bashungwa, the minister for Industry 
and Trade told the National Assembly here 
yesterday that cotton prices dropped by 12 
percent, cocoa by 22 percent and coffee (Arabica 
& Robusta) by 5 percent.

The minister attributed the drop in coffee 
exports to closure of businesses and import 
restrictions from major buyers in China, Europe 
and the United States owing to the Covid-19 
pandemic, which as of yesterday it had affected 
3.6 million globally, with the death toll surpassing 
250,000 and more than 1.1 million patients having 
recovered.

Tabling the ministry’s budget estimates for the 
2020/2021 financial year, Bashungwa said that 
China-based US coffee giant Starbucks has closed 
2,150 out of 4,300 shops.

Trade volumes for agricultural products have 
also declined, with cocoa exports dropping by 
67.1 percent from 116,440 tonnes in February 
2020 to 38,354 tonnes in March 2020. 

“The various Covid-19 prevention measures 
imposed by different countries have largely 
affected the industrial sector due to import 
restrictions. Grounding of planes have 
contributed to export drops for spices, minerals, 
tea, coffee and horticultural products,” the 

CS 315446-A    03/16/2020

Know the facts about coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) and help stop the spread of rumors.

FACT 

1

Someone who has completed 
quarantine or has been released 
from isolation does not pose a risk of 
infection to other people. 

FACT 

5
You can help stop COVID-19 
by knowing the signs 
and symptoms:

FACT 

 4
There are simple things you can 
do to help keep yourself and 
others healthy.

FACT 

2

Diseases can make anyone sick 
regardless of their race or ethnicity. 

• Fever
• Cough

• Shortness of breath

Seek medical advice if you 

• Develop symptoms

AND

• Have been in close contact 
with a person known to have 
COVID-19 or if you live in or have 
recently been in an area with 
ongoing spread of COVID-19.

For up-to-date information, visit CDC’s 
coronavirus disease 2019 web page.

For most people, the immediate risk of 
becoming seriously ill from the virus 
that causes COVID-19 is thought to  
be low.

Fear and anxiety about COVID-19 can cause 
people to avoid or reject others even though 
they are not at risk for spreading the virus. 

Older adults and people of any age who have 
serious underlying medical conditions may be 
at higher risk for more serious complications 
from COVID-19.

• Wash your hands often with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds, 
especially after blowing your nose, 
coughing, or sneezing; going to 
the bathroom; and before eating or 
preparing food.

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and 
mouth with unwashed hands.

• Stay home when you are sick.

• Cover your cough or sneeze with a 
tissue, then throw the tissue in 
the trash.

FACT  

3

SHARE FACTS ABOUT COVID-19

cdc.gov/COVID-19

This review will be 
based on global 
technical and ethical 
norms to garner the 
necessary scientific 
evidence regarding 
the performance of 
the tonic

‘What ails an MP is
for families to say’

This is makeshift Njoka Bridge. It is a strategic link between Kizuka village and a number of other parts of Songea District in Ruvuma Region. 
However, it has been in state so poor in recent months that few people dare cross it. They have no option but to explore alternative routes, 
hardly any friendly enough for comfort. Photo: Correspondent Gideon Mwakanosya
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when the government has been required to 
say someone has died from what illness as 
individuals have their own illnesses that are a 
secret to them. 

“If he decides to divulge his illness that is his 
own concern and if he dies then he passes away 
with his secret,” she said.

“We shall reach nowhere if the House starts 
announcing to MPs someone has died from 
what illness that will never be possible,” she 
declared.

Since the start of the current House session MPs 

who have died include Newala Rural MP Rashid 
Akibar (CCM), Special Seats MP Dr Getrude 
Rwakatare (CCM).  Those who died in the past 
three years include Korogwe Rural MP Stephen 
Ngonyani (CCM) and Special Seats MP Dr Elly 
Macha (Chadema).

Other more recent deaths include that of 
Dimani MP Hafidh Ally Tahir (CCM), Songea 
Urban MP Leonidas Gama (CCM), Sumve 
MP Richard Ngasa (CCM), Buyungu MP 
Kasuku Bilango (CCM) and then Minister for 
Constitutional and Legal Affairs Dr Augustine 
Mahiga.

FROM PAGE 1

minister noted.
He underlined that Tanzania has 

signed trade deals with a number of 
countries through various platforms 
such as the African Growth and 
Opportunity Act (AGOA), World Trade 
Organization (WTO), EAC Common 
Market, the European Union, the 
Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) and Asian 
countries through the Quota Free Duty 
Free (QFDF) market access for low 
income developing countries.

Minister Bashungwa said the 
country’s horticultural sector has been 
seriously affected with sales dropping 
by 50 percent. The situation has been 
caused by a decline in demand for the 
goods abroad as well as a decrease in 
air travel, he explained.

“KLM has reduced its trips from 
seven to three per week. This has 
resulted in farmers incurring losses 
as the products are perishable and 
cannot be stored for long periods,” he 
affirmed.

Commodity exports to countries 
offering special trade deals to Tanzania 
have continued to improve with more 
products sold in India, China, Turkey, 
Japan, European Union (EU) and the 
United States through AGOA.

The most exported commodities 
include coffee, cotton, tea, tobacco, 
textiles, handcrafts, animal skins, fish 
and horticultural products, he said.

Despite the increase in exports, the 
industrial sector’s contribution to the 
economy recorded a slight increase to 
8.5 percent in 2019 compared to 8.05 
percent in 2018, he stated. 

The country’s sales to India increased 
from $ 20,547 million in 2015 to $ 
42,421million in 2018, he further noted.

Trade volumes between Tanzania 
and the European Union or 
specifically Switzerland, Denmark, UK, 
Netherlands, Sweden and Germany 
maintained a stable trend, where 
Tanzania exported goods worth $ 
257,166 million to Switzerland in 2018 
compared to $ 153,933 million in 2015.

Exported goods included flowers 
and handicraft decorations, coffee, tea, 
spices, animal oil, cotton, minerals and 
jewels.

Tanzania imported various goods 

worth $ 909.01 million in 2019, a 
decrease of 10 percent compared to 
commodities imported in 2018. The 
goods are marine vessels, oil and gas, 
medical equipment, paper boards, 
fittings, gas tubes, mineral/chemical 
fertilizers, data processing machines 
and laboratory investigation apparatus.

The government continued with 
sensitization on industrial construction 
whereby a total of 8,477 new industries 
were constructed from 2015 to 2019. 
Among them 201 are large industries, 
460 middle sized and 4,410 small 
factories.

The ministry’s priority for the 
2020/2021 financial year includes 
promotion of industrial economy, 
revival of defunct factories, promoting 
investment and establishing new 
businesses as well as protection of local 
manufacturers, he stated.

“We will enhance quality control 
for imported goods and locally 
manufactured ones and put in place 
a coordinated market system for 
produced goods,” he affirmed.

Suleiman Sadiq (Mvomero, CCM) 
the chairman of the Parliamentary 
Committee for Industry, Trade and 
Environment, urged the government to 
come up with plans for full participation 
of entrepreneurs in the National 
Entrepreneurship Development Fund 
(NEDF).

“Most entrepreneurs are not aware 
of the benefits of NEDF, so they need to 
be educated. The government should 
allocate more money to the fund so 
that it offers capital loans to small scale 
entrepreneurs,” he said.

The committee emphasized on the 
need to revive privatized dead factories 
to create employment. It also suggested 
that the industries be operated on a 
joint venture basis.

Contributing, Ileje MP Janeth Mbene 
(CCM) urged the government to invest 
more in empowering small scale 
entrepreneurs as the sector contributes 
35 percent to the national income.

“This is one of the crucial sub-sectors. 
It can help the country’s efforts in 
poverty elimination since it comprises 
a large group of people. We only need 
to enhance control of their goods 
and ensure they have coordinated 
markets,” she told the House.

FROM PAGE 1

Major crops suffer price,
trade volume decreases

Hospital.
However, the RPC said the cause 

of the accident was   reckless 
driving by the Scania driver as 
he was trying to overtake a lorry 
laden with sisal in front of him 
and slammed into the incoming 
Fuso.

Chatanda appealed to all 
drivers to abide by laws and 

regulations governing road traffic 
and obey road signs to avoid 
unnecessary deaths and save the 
families depending on them.

He said one of the trucks 
blocked the road and caused 
traffic congestion of vehicles in 
both directions of the major road.

Meanwhile, Coast Regional 
Police Commander Wankyo 
Nyigesa said that six people died 
on Monday night at Vigwaza area 

in Chalinze District along the 
Morogoro Highway after a Toyota 
Prado with registration number 
T299 AGE rammed into a parked 
lorry.

He said a lorry with its trailer 
was parked on the road side for 
repairs.

RPC Nyigesa said that those 
who died include a 6-7 year-old-
boy, but their names were yet to 
be established.

Reckless driving was likely to 
have brought about the accident, 
he said.

He said the bodies of the 
deceased have been preserved 
at Tumbi Referral Hospital and 
the injured person was receiving 
treatment at Mlandizi Health 
Centre.

He also said they are holding the 
Scania driver for parking his truck 
without installing precautions.

FROM PAGE 1

11 killed, 2 hurt in highway accidents

Agriculture minister Japhet Hasunga addresses journalists in Dodoma yesterday on the de-registration of 3,348 cooperative societies and ghost societies.  Photo: 
Correspondent Paul Mabeja

‘What ails an MP is for families to say’

Foundation for Civil Society executive director Francis Kiwanga (2nd-R) presents to Medical Association of Tanzania president Dr Elisha Osati in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday various items worth 11m/- for use by health attendants engaged in the war on Covid-19. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Arusha

THE Arusha-based African Court on 
Human and Peoples’ Rights is perfectly 
secluded has resolved to go  virtual  
for pending  sessions   like all other 
international institutions.

Judges of the African Court on 
Human and Peoples’ Rights have 
just met   to discuss the impact of the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic on the 
work of the Arusha-based  Court and 
measures put in place to ensure safety 
of staff and business continuity of the 
Court.

The meeting, which was attended 
by all eleven judges, began with the 
observance of a minute silence in 
honour of late Justice Augustino 
Ramadhani, a former President of the 

Court, who passed away on 28 April 
2020 in Dar es Salaam and Dr Augustine 
Mahiga, Minister of Constitutional and 
Legal Affairs of the United Republic of 
Tanzania, who died on 1 May 2020 in 
Dodoma.

The Court noted with appreciation 
that the President   Justice Sylvain 
Ore was invited to and did represent 
the Court at the funeral of late Justice 
Ramadhani.

The meeting discussed a number of 
issues, including measures put in place 
with a view to ensuring that the Court 
continues to discharge its mandate 
while giving paramount consideration 
to the safety of judges, staff and other 
Court users, the organisation of the 
57th Ordinary Session of the Court, and 
the withdrawals by the Republics of 

Benin and Côte d’Ivoire of their Article 
34(6) declarations, which recognised 
the jurisdiction of the Court to receive 
cases directly from individuals and 
NGOs with observer status before the 
African Commission on Human and 
Peoples’ Rights.

On the working conditions of staff at 
the Registry, the Court commended the 
Registry COVID-19 Task Force led by the 
Registrar of the Court for the measures 
put in place to ensure staff safety and 
business continuity, and urged the 
Registrar to remain vigilant and not 
hesitate to take further measures as 
necessary.

On the organisation of its 57th 
Ordinary Session, the Court resolved to 
hold the session virtually from 1 to 26 
June 2020, and instructed the Registrar 

to take all necessary measures to 
ensure the smooth organization and 
conduct of the session. The Court 
considered the draft agenda of the 
session and decided to formally adopt 
it at the beginning of the session.

On the decision of both Benin and 
Côte d’Ivoire to withdraw their Article 
34(6) Declarations, the Court expressed 
concern and deeply regretted the 
action of the two States.  It reiterated 
its commitment to independence, 
objectivity and loyalty in the discharge 
of its mandate.

The Court expressed solidarity with 
the governments and peoples of Africa 
during this difficult moment and noted 
that even in the midst of a pandemic, 
justice and respect for human rights 
must never be compromised.

Arusha African Court resolves to go online

By Guardian Reporter

THE Foundation for Civil Society 
(FCS) has donated Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) to the Medical 
Association of Tanzania (MAT) 
to support healthcare workers 
as an emergency response to the 
unprecedented needs caused by 
Covid-19.

The donation of essential protective 
tools worth 11m/- was handed over 
yesterday  to MAT president Dr Elisha 
Osati as part of ‘FCS    campaign 
launched on April 21, this year.

The campaign which was conducted 
from  21 April to 5 May 2020, invited 
stakeholders and the public to donate 
towards acquiring PPEs (masks, gloves, 
goggles, gowns, hand sanitizers, soaps 
and water, cleaning supplies) for 
healthcare workers who are at the 
frontline  of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Speaking during the event in Dar 
es Salaam yesterday Francis Kiwanga, 
FCS executive director said health 
attendants are working under hard 
and risky circumstances saving lives 
with passion, and professionalism as 
doctors, and even risking their lives in 
order to save and protect the lives of 
many Tanzanians

“I am pleased to say as a community 

we have come together to show our 
support for healthcare workers who 
are at the frontline protecting the 
lives of many Tanzanians. Individuals, 
private and public have contributed. 
Collectively we have raised 11m/- which 
was used to procure the PPEs,” he said.

He said that as part of communities 
“we must join the fight against the 
coronavirus. We are also supporting 
the government strides in controlling 
the spread of the coronavirus.”

FCS urges the society to continue 
giving back to the society and  private 
initiatives for the public good, focusing 
on quality of life” especially in these 
difficult  times. Giving can help 
make the situation better as well as 
contribute to solutions of the effects of 
the pandemic.

Nasim Losai , head of the business 
development and partnerships 
explained that ‘Giving Tuesday’ is a 
global campaign launched in 2012 
by the UN and New York’s 92 Street, 
with the aim to celebrate kindness 
and generosity of giving to the less 
fortunate.

He said FCS joined the movement 
because of its importance to community 
giving. During the campaign people in 
communities across the world come 
together to give back to society.

FCS donates PPE to 
medical association
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By Guardian Reporter

THE United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA) has expressed its commitment 
to continue supporting midwives on 
the front lines of the Covid-19 response 
by providing supplies and personal 
protective equipment; building the 
capacity of health systems  so as to 
ensure that delivery of routine services 
such as maternal and child health care 
are not impacted by the pandemic.

Dr. Natalia Kanem,UNFPA executive 
director  made the remarks on 
commemoration of the International 
Day of the Midwife which is held 
annually on May 5.

According to her, apart from fighting 
Covid-19, the organisation will ensure 
that pregnant and breastfeeding 
women including those under 
quarantine get the care they need 
when they need it.

In a statement, Dr Kanem noted that 
as the world battles COVID-19, women 
continue to get pregnant and babies 

are still being born.  Childbirth doesn’t 
stop for pandemics, and neither do 
midwives. They are working tirelessly 
on the front line in maternity wards, 
health centres and women’s homes 
around the world, risking their own 
lives and wellbeing to save the lives of 
women and newborns.

She said that in many countries hit 
hard by the COVID-19 crisis, midwives 
are dying due to lack of personal 
protective equipment (PPE) and overall 
lack of support. Midwives in many 
health facilities are being redeployed 
to respond to the virus, and this leaves 
women without access to life-saving, 
time-critical services. Maternal and 
newborn health must be prioritized 
as part of the overall health sector 
response to the pandemic.

“UNFPA applauds the work of all 
midwives, and we pledge to stand 
by them, working with national 
governments to protect midwives from 
COVID-19,” she said.

Midwives are the backbone of 

maternal health systems – delivering 
babies and much more. This crisis is 
an opportunity for all of us to do more 
to support midwives’ efforts to uphold 
the sexual and reproductive health and 
rights of all women, everywhere.

In countries where these rights and 
choices are questioned or under threat, 
midwives speak up about preventable 
maternal deaths and lack of access to 
family planning. They sound the alarm 
on gender-based violence and harmful 
practices like female genital mutilation 
and child marriage. They drive progress 
towards gender equality.

She added that midwives stand 
by women when they are most 
vulnerable. They fight daily to defend 
a woman’s human right to go through 
pregnancy and childbirth safely, 
even as they themselves often face 
discrimination, sexual harassment 
and unequal pay. These challenges are 
now being exacerbated by the fear and 
uncertainty over COVID-19.

“Traditionally, midwives have played 

a vital role in responding to pandemics. 
With national health systems in many 
countries totally overwhelmed, 
midwives are demonstrating their 
courage and resilience by continuing 
to support childbearing women in the 
toughest of circumstances,” She said.

He urged everyone on earth to play 
a role and take action to recognize 

midwives as steadfast champions for 
the sexual and reproductive health and 
rights of women and girls.

 “We should celebrate the 
achievements of midwives and their 
contribution to improving sexual, 
reproductive, maternal and newborn 
health. Make them feel proud as 
frontline health workers responding to 

COVID-19,” Dr Kanem said.
She futher added; “We should also 

motivate policymakers to implement 
change by lobbying for midwives to 
be recognized as unique professionals 
and provided with adequate resources. 
Demand investments in midwifery and 
honour their contribution to maternal 
and newborn health.”

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE government is implementing a 3.6bn/- project for 
supply of electricity in Manyoni district, Singida region 
which upon completion will connect at least 16 villages.  

This was said in the House yesterday in a written response 
by the Ministry of Energy to a question from Manyoni West 
MP, Yahaya Massare (CCM) who had wanted to know when 
all the villages in the district will  be connected to  electricity.

The ministry added that the  government through 
Rural Energy Agency (REA) and Tanzania Electric Supply 
Company(TANESCO) continues to supply  electricity in all 
areas countrywide, including Manyoni.

In main question, the Manyoni East Member of Parliament 
(MP) demanded to know when the 16 villages that were yet to 
be connected would get power as per the minister’s promise.

“Energy minister conducted a working tour of Manyoni 
West constituency and promised that all the 16 villages 
would be connected before the end of December, 2019, but 
until now the villages are still in total blackout,’’ he said.

However, in the response, the ministry stated that in the 
3.6bn/- project, villages that were set to benefit were from 
Manyoni West Constituency and they include Aghondi, 
Mabondeni, Muhanga, Ipande, Damwelu, Ipalalyu, Mitundu, 
Kitaraka, Kazikazi. Others are Kihanju, Tambukareli, 
Kalangali, Tulieni, Mnazi Mmoja,

Mbugani, Idodyandole, Kintanula, Mwamagembe and 
Rungwa.

“The project will equally involve installation of 33KV 
of electricity in about 237.8 kilometres, as well as another 
infrastructure of 0.4KV with about 32 kilometres and 
installation of 16 transformers that will have 50 and 100 
Kilovolts respectively,’’ said the ministry.

Accordingly, the ministry said that at the initial stage upon 
completion of the project in June next year, about 1,600 
customers will be connected to electricity.

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

INVASIVE weeds including trees 
in more than 100 hectares of Kitulo 
National Park have been removed to 
restore the Park’s natural growth and 
protect water sources.

This was revealed yesterday by the 
park’s conservation officer Susan Tesha 
when speaking to this paper on efforts 
by the Park’s management to tackle the 
issue of invasive weeds in the Park. 

She said before the Park was 
established in 2005 the area was being 
used by local residents who planted 
various trees including eucalyptus and 
pine for timber and firewood. 

She said the area was also being used 
by other government institutions for 
various activities which in one way or 

another contributed in the destruction 
of the Park’s natural environment.

Susan said Kitulo National Park has 
unique attraction in the country as it 
is has attractive flowers and numerous 
kinds of birds which migrate and return 
and excellent weather condition.

She said there are sustainable plans 
to improve the natural growth and 
increase tourist attractions to make 
it among the most attractive national 
parks in the country.

She said the Park’s management 
continues with its strategies of cutting 
down invasive trees to ensure all such 

trees disappear. 
She said in these efforts they have 

been receiving financial assistance 
from various sources including the 
Wildlife Conservation Society that 
has made great contribution, adding 
that between 2007 and 2017 the 
organization was engaged in a special 
project to eradicate invasive weeds. 

He said the 100 hectares whose 
invasive weeds have been cut down 
represents only 25 per cent of the 
whole area which has been invaded by 
the weeds and efforts are still ongoing 
by involving various stakeholders.

‘Midwives are the backbone of maternal health systems’

‘3.6bn/- project for supply 
of electricity in Manyoni’

“Energy minister conducted a working tour of 
Manyoni West constituency and promised that all 
the 16 villages would be connected before the end of 
December, 2019, but until now the villages are still 
in total blackout’’

Invasive trees removed from
100 ha of Kitulo National Park

Health officers from Kishapu and Shinyanga districts attend training in Shinyanga municipality yesterday on how to 
attend to Covid-19 cases. Photo: Correspondent Marco Maduhu
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Twaha Mbarouk (L), chairman of an environmental conservation NGO based in Muheza District, sensitises his colleagues yesterday on precautions against the 
spread of Covid-19 infections. Photo: Correspondent Steven William

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE government has been called 
upon to build offices and residential 
houses for state attorneys throughout 
the country to save them from 
operating in rented offices.

The call was made by the Special 
Seats MP, Restituta Mbogo (CCM) in the 
National Assembly yesterday, saying 
the lawyers who represent interest of 
the state deserve official government 

offices and residential houses.
She argued that it is not in order that 

lawyers rent offices in privately owned 
houses and live in rented houses. 

“State attorneys in most regions in 
the country have offices in private 
buildings and houses. What is the 
government doing to ensure they 
have offices in government owned 
buildings?” she asked. 

The lawmaker also wanted to know 
when the government would build 

residential houses for them throughout 
the country.

In a written response, the ministry of 
Justice and Constitutional Affairs said 
the government would build offices for 
state attorneys in all the regions in the 
country in phases depending on the 
availability of funds. 

The ministry explained that the 
lawyers are in every region, operating 
under the office of the Attorney General 
(AG) and national public prosecution 

By Guardian Reporter

THE National Environment 
Management Council yesterday gave 
30 days to gold processors to register 
online with the council and get 
environment impact assessment (EIA) 
clearance or face legal action.

NEMC Director General Samuel 
Gwamaka told reporters in Dar es 
Salaam that miners could register 
directly with the council headquarters 
or with NEMC offices in Arusha, 
Dodoma, Kigoma, Mbeya, Mtwara and 
Mwanza Regions.

Dr Gwamaka said 30 days were ample 
time for miners to register conveniently.  
After that period, he warned, there 
would be a countrywide inspection 
and culprits would be punished based 
on the Environmental Management Act 
(EMA), 2004. “The offenders will either 

be fined or taken to court, for violating 
the law,” he cautioned, adding that the 
council could also order operations of 
offenders closed.

Dr Gwamaka called upon processor 
to use consultants recognised by NEMC 
and appealed to consultants to charge 
friendly fees to facilitate the entire 
process.

He said the law demand all projects 
to have either EIA or environment 
inspection certificates, explaining that 
operating projects without either of the 
two certificates was unlawful.

Dr Gwamaka said gold processing 
that do not conform to the law had 
resulted in pollution of water sources, 
traces of adverse effects to people in 
areas where gold is unprofessionally 
processed, animal deaths, general 
environment pollution and soil 
erosion.

NEMC issues 30-
day ultimatum to 
gold processors 
to register online

‘Govt plans to build offices, residential
houses for state attorneys countrywide’ 

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE Livestock and Fisheries ministry has 
appealed to the Tanzania Postal Bank (TPB) 
to open ‘Fishermen Account’, specifically 
for loans and insurance services to 
fishermen in the country, the House heard 
yesterday.

The banking window, according to the 
government will empower small fishermen 
in the country access  loans from financial 
institutions to enable them buy the needed 
fishing equipment.

 The statement was made by the 
ministry in written response to a question   
by   Mpanda Rural MP, Moshi Kasoko 
(CCM) who had wanted to know what the 
government was doing to help fishermen in 
Lake Tanganyika who do not have modern 
fishing equipment. 

He argued that fishermen in the lake find 
it difficult to operate in the deep lake due 
to lack of modern fishing gear, asking if the 
government was ready to help them by 
providing the needful tools.

“Lake Tanganyika is one of the deepest 
lakes in the country and entire continent 
and fishermen fail to effectively catch fish 
in the lake due to lack of proper tools. Does 
the government have plans to help them 
acquire the equipment?” he asked.

In response the ministry explained 
that the government was determined to 
improve fishing in the country since it is a 
source of income, nutrition and food for 
many people and also contribute greatly to 

the national ccoffers.
The ministry explained that the 

government has enabled groups of 
fishermen access loans through the 
agriculture window at the TIB Bank.

Other efforts include support through the 
private sector desk at the ministry where 
they have been connected with various 
financial institutions in the country.

It is through this approach, that according 
to the government about 2.6bn/- was 
approved for loans to fishermen but only 
323.8m/- was disbursed.

The ministry named other efforts as 
removal of value added tax (VAT) on fishing 
boat engines , fishing nets and other related 
equipment since 2014 in order to allow 
fishermen purchase them at affordable 
prices.

On the same note, the government 
appealed to fishermen to form cooperative 
societies as well as savings and cooperative 
societies (SACCOS) for easy access of 
financial assistance.

  The government has appealed to private 
sector players to help establish industries 
that produce fishing equipment in order for 
local fishermen to get the tools easily.

Open Fishermen’s Account, 
ministry advises TPB Bank

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

PLANS are afoot for the expansion 
of Njombe Airport in order to allow 
smooth landing of major aircraft that 
have Bombardier Q400-like qualities, the 
government said yesterday here.

“The work will include expansion of 
a runway, an airport road and aircraft 
parking at tarmac level, construction 
of a new passengers building as well as 
fire brigade centre,’’ said the ministry of 
Works, Transport and Communications in 
a written response to a question posed by 
Special Seats MP, Lucia Mlowe (Chadema).

In her question, the lawmaker said that 
Njombe Airport was constructed near 
residential areas, costing people huge 
penalties in an event they were found 
crossing over the airport.

“What are the government plans to 
relocate the airport so that this area can 
be used for other activities that are not 
affecting area residents?’’ she asked.

In the response, the ministry said during 
the activities to expand the Njombe Airport, 
the government would equally involve the 
construction of a road towards the facility 
and building the fence that will block 
people from entering the airport.

“The government is looking for possible 
funding for this airport to be expanded to 

match required international standards 
therefore we do not intend to relocate it 
from where it is as we believe that after 
the expansion there will be no further 
problems to the area residents.

Njombe Airport like other many 
airports in the country was constructed 
in 1940 during the colonial era. It became 
operational in 1945, and as per the 
international aviation legislations it is 
strictly prohibited for any person, vehicles 
and animals, among others to enter into the 
area without prior permission.

According to the ministry, basing on the 
fact that area residents are still carrying out 
their activities including crossing the fence 
contrary to the law, various legal measures 
are being taken against them.

office. 
“The government is aware 

of the situation caused 
mainly by budget deficit, 
especially to the offices 
they operate under forcing 
them to have offices in other 
public buildings or private 
ones,” said the ministry.

The ministry further 
explained that it is the 
government’s plan to 
improve working conditions 
for all public servants hence 
once funds are available 
it will build offices and 
residential houses for all 
the state attorneys in the 
country.

Expansion of Njombe Airport 
in the pipeline, legislators told

What are the 
government plans to 
relocate the airport 
so that this area can 
be used for other 
activities that are 
not affecting area 
residents?

“Lake Tanganyika is one of the 
deepest lakes in the country and 
entire continent and fishermen fail 
to effectively catch fish in the lake 
due to lack of proper tools. Does 
the government have plans to help 
them acquire the equipment?”
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F
UNDING  a start up business 
is one of the biggest decisions 
an entrepreneur has to make. 
In other words starting a 

business is a big step. It can be risky 
- but it can also be very rewarding. 
Entrepreneurs in Africa typically lack 
the vital resources they need to succeed; 
access to flexible patient capital, access 
to business skills and training, and 
linkages to the supply chains of larger 
organisations.

In many parts of Africa, SMEs account 
for over two thirds of GDP and are 
therefore critical to economic growth 
and poverty reduction. However many 
entrepreneurs struggle to access the 
finance and skills they need to grow 
their businesses successfully.

 In 2016 Tanzanians were among 1000 
young entrepreneurs selected to receive 
business startup grants of US$5,000 to 
US$10,000 (between 11m/- and 22m/-
) after being successfully vetted by 
the Tony Elumelu Entrepreneurship 
Programme (TEEP).

According to the Tony Elumelu 
Foundation, the bulk of the 1,000 
beneficiaries were from Nigeria, Africa’s 
most populous country; which is closely 
followed by Uganda, Ghana, Tanzania, 
Kenya, Cameroon and South Africa.

The successful applicants   received 
training and mentorship to ready them 
for the tough world of business. This is 
the third time that the programme had 
selected seed capital recipients from 
around Africa.

Launched in 2015, TEEP is the largest 
African philanthropic initiative devoted 
to entrepreneurship and represents a 
10-year, US$100 million commitment, 
to identify and empower 10,000 
African entrepreneurs, create a million 
jobs and add US$10 billion in revenues 
to Africa’s economy.

There were 93,000 applicants from 
55 African countries for the third round 
of grants. This was more than double 
the number of applications received 
in 2016 and four times the number 
received in 2015.

Entrepreneurship comes with a host 
of challenges. Rewarding challenges, 
but harsh challenges nonetheless. 
Experienced entrepreneurs have to 
deal with this no matter how long 
they’ve been in business, trying to 
establish a brand, adjust to match or 
exceed the competition and keep your 
business profitable is a challenge no 
matter how many years you’ve been in 
business.

But for new and young entrepreneurs, 
there are some unique challenges that 
are especially difficult to overcome. 
If you’re just getting into the game, 
or you’re thinking about becoming 
an entrepreneur, be prepared for   
significant hurdles.

If you’re going to dedicate yourself 
to starting and nurturing a business 
to success, it’s going to be nearly 
impossible to simultaneously manage 
another career. You might be able to 
manage the infancy of your business 
on the side, during weeknights and 
weekends, but if you want a chance of 
growing significantly, invariably you’ll 
have to quit your day job.

Walking away from a promising, 
steady long-term opportunity for 
something unpredictable is scary -- 
especially if you’ve never run a business 
before. Unfortunately, there’s no easy 
way to address this. Just think through 
your decision logically, and don’t ignore 
your instincts.

Experienced entrepreneurs don’t 
have it easy when it comes to funding 
a new business, but they do have a 
few advantages over newcomers. They 
might have a pool of capital from a 
business they previously sold or a 
steady stream of revenue they can use 
to fund a new business’s cash flow.

Launched in 2015, TEEP is the largest 
African philanthropic initiative devoted 
to entrepreneurship and represents a 
10-year, US$100 million commitment, 
to identify and empower 10,000 
African entrepreneurs, create a million 
jobs and add US$10 billion in revenues 
to Africa’s economy.

Young entrepreneurs should learn 
to value whatever support they get

By Li Changhai 

A
s press officer of the Chinese 
Embassy, I noticed in the past 
month or so a new round of 
intensive misinformation 

about my home country, particularly on 
social media, which I feel that I have to 
clarify, in the interests of the peoples of 
both China and The Gambia. At this age 
of information boom, our cognitive maps 
are more or less shaped by contents 
online and the algorithm behind them. 
The pseudo-world one constructs in 
his mind based on such information, 
however, is often quite different from 
reality.

A notable example is the recent 
widespread stories of “African people 
being maltreated in China”. Disturbing 
short videos of such kind shared on 
social media triggered much concern, 
yet were later debunked by international 
media with detailed analysis as fake. For 
example, a widely shared video showing 
several Asian-faced persons beating an 
African was in fact recorded in another 
country instead of China, and the Asians in 
the video were not Chinese at all; another 
one displaying a street brawl between a 
“Chinese” couple and an African couple 
was actually captured in North America 
and has nothing to do with China or 
Chinese either. Interestingly, some of 
those videos were recorded years ago 
and repeatedly went viral online, with 
different narratives each time, telling 
various fabricated stories of frightening 
conflicts.

The fact is that, the Chinese 
government has always been opposing 
any act of racism, and has always been 
adhering to treating all foreigners equally.

Then how come the “Guangzhou 
incidents”?

At the initial stage of Guangzhou’s 
intensified COVID-19 containment 
campaign, some foreigners found it hard 
to adapt to those rather strict regulations 
requesting both Chinese and foreigners 
to equally abide by. Misunderstandings 
then occurred between some non-
Chinese-speaking African expatriates 
and non-English/French-speaking 
Chinese. These communication failures 
were then translated into accusations of 
racism. It didn’t take long before dubious 
information, such as the debunked videos 
mentioned earlier, to sneak in, deepening 
misunderstanding and intensifying 
outrage. It cannot be more obvious that, 
forces with political motives have never 
been absent from the whole thing since 
its very start.

Realizing the miscommunication, 
Guangzhou authorities promptly 
improved their work. To avoid recurrent 
misunderstandings out of language 
barriers or cultural differences, they built 
effective communication mechanism 
with foreign consulates-general in the 
city, in addition to continuing providing 
health management services to all 
foreigners without differentiation, and 
offering financial support to those in need 
as humanitarian aid. Besides, working 
groups for each country were set up in 
a one-on-one manner, to account for 
foreigners of different nationalities. And 
information has been constantly updated 
to their respective diplomatic missions. 
Thanks to these coordination and 
cooperation efforts, me and my Gambian 

MOFA colleagues could learn the latest 
conditions of Gambian citizens in China 
each day, and be assured that they are 
safe and sound, with minimum risks of 
suffering from COVID-19. This, I’m quite 
certain, doesn’t happen everywhere.

Contrary to some allegations that 
Africans were treated badly in China, I 
dare say they are much better protected 
and cared for than Africans (and 
foreigners in general) living in most 
other countries, particularly during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. A most simple 
proof is the much lower infection rate of 
Africans residing in China.

Unfortunately, while this is not the first 
time for a smear campaign to take place, 
it is unlikely to be the last. “Infodemic” of 
misinformation, as UN Secretary General 
pointed out, has joined COVID-19 as a 
common enemy we all face now. Apart 
from the above incident, incendiary 
claims, irresponsible comments, and 
viciously coined conspiracy theories 
are flooding our minds each day, 
causing even more confusions when the 
pandemic has already wreaked havoc on 
most people’s lives. Voices of science, of 
rational reflection, and of truly visionary 
considerations for the common good, are 
somehow masked. Such situation seems 
so surreal, yet it is where we are today. We 
are all victims. And it is certainly not right.

What is the way out? Solidarity! This 
is also a post from the twitter of WHO 
Director-General.

While it sounds like a cliché, truths 
are sometimes this plain and simple. 
If we cannot defeat the pandemic 
worldwide together, lifting restrictions 

would cause rounds and rounds of 
infection tally resurgences and more 
deaths. If we cannot join hands to help 
the needy, humanitarian crises would 
sweep the world and bring about long-
term afflictions to humanity. If we cannot 
escape the trap of naming and shaming, 
we would hate each other, despite such 
antagonism being whipped up by those 
who are happy to see us apart. And if 
we cannot uphold science and reason, 
we would take lies as truths, and step far 
away from the right track.

That is why China has all the time been 
calling for solidarity and jointly building 
a community with a shared future for 
mankind. Chinese government and civil 
groups keep offering medical supplies 
to assist Africa’s pandemic containment 
and public health system improvement. 
China has donated to the WHO a sum 
of $50,000,000 to support the global 
fight against COVID-19 and strengthen 
health systems of developing countries, 
including The Gambia. And China’s 
technical support has been helping the 
world better deal with the virus.

Globalization has linked us all together, 
and it is a trend irreversible. Only when 
we learn and truly know more of each 
other, could we have a more ideal world 
of unity and harmony. Some claim that 
COVID-19 has brought us to the end of 
the world as we know it. Well, I cannot 
predict the future, but I believe if we are 
united as one, people would suffer less 
from pandemics and “infodemics” in the 
post-coronavirus world, and live together 
with more mutual understanding and 
shared prosperity.

Why all this misinformation on China?

Safe delivery still owes much 
to good maternal healthcare

I
nternational Day of the 
Midwives was first celebrated 
May 5th 1991, and has since been 
observed in over 50 nations 

around the world and  yesterday the 
world commemorated the International 
Day.

Midwifery is the health science 
and health profession that deals 
with pregnancy, childbirth, and the 
postpartum period  including care 
of the newborn ,  in addition to the 
sexual and reproductive health of 
women throughout their lives.  In 
many countries, midwifery is a medical 
profession   special for its independent 
and direct specialised education; should 
not be confused with the medical 
specialty, which depends on a previous 
general training . A professional in 
midwifery is known as a midwife. 

A 2013 Cochrane review concluded 
that  most women should be offered 
midwifery-led continuity models of care 
and women should be encouraged to ask 
for this option although caution should 
be exercised in applying this advice 
to women with substantial medical or 
obstetric complications.  

Cochrane which is a British 
international charitable organisation 
formed to organise medical research 
findings to facilitate evidence-based 
choices about health interventions 
involving health professionals, patients 
and policy makers. It includes 53 review 
groups that are based at research 
institutions worldwide.

The review found that midwifery-led 
care was associated with a reduction 
in the use of epidurals, with fewer 
episiotomies or instrumental births, 
and a decreased risk of losing the baby 
before 24 weeks’ gestation. However, 
midwifery-led care was also associated 
with a longer mean length of labour as 
measured in hours.  

The idea of having a day to recognise 

and honour midwives came out of the 
1987 International Confederation of 
Midwives conference in the Netherlands. 
In 2014 it was celebrated in Iran  and 
New Zealand  among other places. 

As the world commemorated 
Midwives Day yesterday, the Tanzania 
Midwives Association (TAMA)   called 
on the government to invest more in 
improving working environment and 
increase personal protective equipment 
(PPE) to health workers amidst 
coronavirus outbreak.

In a media tele-briefing held 
yesterday, Feddy Mwanga, TAMA 
President acknowledged that midwives 
are working in very challenging 
circumstances in the context of the 
pandemic that has not been covered in 
any midwifery curriculum.

International Day of the Midwife 
2020 provides   all mothers with the 
opportunity to celebrate and thank 
midwives in Tanzania, for the fantastic 
work they do and continue to do amid 
the COVID-19 outbreak to protect 
mothers and newborns and defend and 
uphold women and girls rights.

TAMA is supporting midwives 
by providing specific information 
about how to care for women during 
pregnancy, labour, delivery, and 
following birth, and newborn care 
in the context of COVID-19, as well as 
information on the support midwives 
and pregnant women need during this 
crisis. Communication materials are also 
being developed to respond to questions 
that are being asked by communities 
about COVID-19 and pregnancy, 
breastfeeding and newborn care.

Dr Wilfred Ochan, United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA) Deputy 
Representative in Tanzania, UNFPA 
is also recruiting nurse-midwives and 
clinical officers    to ensure that life-
saving sexual and reproductive health 
services continue uninterrupted.

By Bram Dijkstra 

A
s the effects of coronavirus 
hit the African continent, the 
pandemic must mean an 
overhaul in EU-Africa relations 

and, as Marta Martinelli (Head of EU 
External Policy Team) and Bram Dijkstra 
(senior advocacy specialist at the Open 
Society European Policy Institute) argue 
in their recent op-ed, Africa won’t weather 
this crisis on its own. This week’s global 
support package by the EU announced 
by Commission President Ursula von 
der Leyen provides welcome relief, but 
COVID-19 is a symptom of a much deeper 
crisis that makes it harder for economically 
and politically unstable countries in Africa 
to deal with the outbreak. The EU should 
seize this moment to shift its longer-term 
partnership with Africa accordingly.

The bloc’s new leadership had already 
started to reflect on how it can forge new 
relations with Africa. Weeks before the 
pandemic hit Europe, Von der Leyen 
visited Addis Ababa, seat of the African 
Union, accompanied by 22 European 
commissioners, and outlined a new EU-
Africa strategy.Issued on 9 March, the 
strategy can shape relations between the 
two continents for years to come, but 

the current offer falls short. While the 
pandemic should not dictate the new 
strategy, it reveals structural challenges 
the EU should address to make the 
partnership work. Four priority areas 
stand out.

Firstly, governance has been the Achilles 
heel in EU-Africa relations. Already the 
continent with the largest democratic 
deficit, many leaders in Africa will use 
the health crisis as an excuse to tighten 
their grip – through the postponement 
of elections, the stifling of civic space, 
or through unaccountable security 
responses. The EU has a strategic interest 
in strengthening democratic resilience 
in Africa, but in the proposed strategy its 
values agenda takes a backseat. The EU’s 
reputation in Africa has suffered greatly 
from its transactional handling of the 
migration crisis that has been perceived as 
self-serving. It is not too late to reverse this 
trend, if it sets out a coherent approach to 
counter democratic backsliding, attacks 
on the rule of law, and closing civic space.

Secondly, faced with an unprecedented 
crisis, governments around the world 
are resorting to a range of tracking 
technologies to limit the spread of the 
virus. While the impact on civil liberties is 
likely to outlast the current crisis, currently 

only fourteen of Africa’s 54 countries have 
data protection and privacy laws, and only 
nine of these are well enforced.The EU 
has started to roll out a progressive model 
for the digital transformation at home. In 
the meantime, global digital competition 
is continuing apace, and big technology 
companies have long been pushing hard 
for African markets. To offer an attractive 
model to Africa, the EU will need to 
balance its commercial interests with the 
promotion of a digital agenda that respects 
rights and puts humans first.

Thirdly, the COVID-19 crisis could set 
back the fight against climate change, 
including by diverting money assigned to 
climate policy to address the pandemic. At 
the same time, it has demonstrated how 
quickly states can mobilize efforts in the 
face of an existential crisis. Whilst Africa’s 
contributions to global warming are 
negligible, the impact is not. Neither the 
US nor China seem willing to lead a global 
push for managing climate action. The EU, 
by contrast, has put forward far-reaching, 
ambitious proposals to transition to a 
climate-neutral Europe by 2030. It now 
needs to use its trade, aid and investment 
policies to ensure that the burden of global 
adjustments is fairly distributed.

Finally, a fair climate transition could 

advance social and economic justice 
in ways that market economies have 
failed to deliver. The coronavirus crisis 
demonstrates that lack of access to public 
goods (health, sanitation and education, in 
particular) is not only an existential threat, 
but a shared global responsibility. The 
same institutions hollowed out by decades 
of structural adjustments and other 
austerity policies must now rapidly and 
sustainably be strengthened. This requires 
more than patchwork. The pandemic 
cannot be used to further a fundamentally 
unsustainable economic orthodoxy.

As a first step, the EU could use its clout 
in multilateral banks and institutions to 
pause private and public debt, for the 
almost 40 per cent of African countries in 
danger of slipping into a major debt crisis. 
In the longer term, future relations with 
Africa will need to include a sovereign 
debt workout mechanism to avoid a series 
of economic collapses, which in turn 
threaten the stability the EU has put such 
a premium on.The coronavirus outbreak 
has left the EU struggling to assert its 
leadership in Europe, let alone in the 
world. But it’s in the EU’s interest to think 
globally as well as locally. The current crisis 
does not suspend that reality; it raises the 
stakes.

Covid-19: EU needs to change its approach to Africa
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By Guardian Reporter

IN the first of its kind initiative to 
further spur cashless payment solu-
tions in the market, NMB Bank Plc 
has teamed up with Mastercard and 
transportation solutions provider, 
EYWA to enable commuters pay 
their fares digitally.

Consisting of a mobile applica-
tion and a transit card, the mass 
transportation solution will lever-
age cashless payments and digital 
technologies to efficiently trans-
form how millions of commuters 
are moved daily within and across 
major cities in Tanzania.

As the banking partner in the 
consortium, NMB Bank will be ena-
bling commercial transport opera-
tors join the formal economy using 
digital payment technology tools, 
said acting Managing Director, Ruth 
Zaipuna. 

Zaipuna said in Dar es Salaam 

during the launch of the partner-
ship that last year, the bank  teamed 
up with Mastercard to offer another 
digital payment tool dubbed Mas-
tercard QR to motorcycle taxi rid-
ers also known as ‘boda-boda’ to re-
ceive fares from customers directly 
through their NMB accounts.

“We are committed to growing 
Tanzania’s transportation sector 
and working with partners such as 
EYWA and Mastercard to introduce 
a digital solution that will not only 
promote a cashless society but will 
also benefit commuters and passen-
gers plus the economy in general,” 
Zaipuna said.

 “Formalization of these pay-
ments is a key component of NMB’s 
drive to enhance financial inclu-
sion among the commuters and the 
transport sector as a whole. With 
Mastercard QR, we are providing 
an efficient means for commuters 
to receive payments from all MNOs 

NMB, Mastercard team 
up with EYWA to digitise 
commuters’ fare payment

Tech savvy 

Azania Bank Limited’s Mwaloni Branch Manager, Sasa Miligwa (L) present part of the 100 cement bags to an assistant to Ilemela Constituency lawmaker who 
is also Deputy Minister for Land, Housing and Human Settlements Development, Angelina Mabula, Kazungu Safari during a brief ceremony held in Ilemela 
Municipality of Mwanza region yesterday. Photo courtesy of Azania Bank.

NMB Bank Plc’s acting managing director, Ruth Zaipuna. 

By Guardian Reporter

AZANIA Bank Limited handed 
over a donation to 100 cement 
bags to back construction of 
classrooms in Ilemela district of 
Mwanza region. 

Speaking after receiving 
the consignment yesterday in 
Mwanza, an assistant to Ilemela 
lawmaker who is also Deputy 
Minister for Land, Housing and 
Human Settlements Develop-
ment, Angelina Mabula, Kazun-
gu Safari paid tribute to Azania 

management and staff for the 
support saying the municipality 
is facing shortage of classrooms.

“On behalf of the people of 
Ilemela and their MP, I would 
like to express our deep appre-
ciation to Azania Bank for their 
endless support to our munici-
pal. I recall Azania Bank just 
recently launched ‘Jikwamue’ 
loans which target business 
women, small scale entrepre-
neurs and people with disabili-
ties, here in Ilemela,” Safari said.

While calling on other cor-

porations to join ABL’s good 
corporate citizenry, Safari said 
Ilemela’s education system has 
many challenges apart from 
classrooms hence need con-
certed efforts by both the public 
and private sectors.

“Statistics show that there is 
shortage of almost 103 class-
rooms for the enrolled 8,668 
students enrolled this year 2020 
so far but currently only have 
90 classrooms,” he noted.

Speaking during the event on 
behalf of Ilemela MP, the MP’s 

Secretary (Katibu wa Mbunge) 
Mr. Kazungu Safari expressed 
his appreciation to this support 
and asked for other financial 
institutions to do the same as a 
part of their CSR. 

In remarks after handing over 
the cement bags, Azania Bank’s 
Mwaloni Branch Manager, Sasa 
Miligwa stated that the donation 
is part of the bank’s corporate 
social responsibility contribu-
tion to the community. 

“As a financial institution op-
erating in this area, we felt that 

it is crucial to support such an 
initiative so that we can give 
back part of the profit we make 
to the community. Latest finan-
cial statements indicate that 
Azania Bank made a profit of 
15bn/- in 2019 part of which is 
what we are donating here,” 
Miligwa said.

He said in addition, the Dar es 
Salaam based Tier 1 lender has 
also supported government’s 
anti-coronavirus measures 
apart from taking cautions and 
investing in personal protective 

gear for employees and custom-
ers.

“Our branches countrywide 
have taken all measures to en-
sure that customers and staff 
are safe by keeping distance 
and also supplying sanitizers 
and other preventive gear,” he 
added while observing that the 
bank is also encouraging cli-
ents and the general public to 
use digital transacting products 
such as Azania Plus. Azania Plus 
comprises of mobile banking, 
mobile application, Internet 

banking, Azania Wakala, Visa 
Card services and ATM outlets.

Cap:
Azania Bank Limited’s Mwalo-

ni Branch Manager, Sasa Miligwa 
(L) handing over part of the 100 
cement bags to an assistant to 
Ilemela Constituency lawmaker 
who is also Deputy Minister 
for Land, Housing and Human 
Settlements Development, An-
gelina Mabula, Kazungu Safari 
during a brief ceremony held in 
Ilemela Municipality of Mwanza 
region yesterday. Photo cour-

Azania Bank donates 100 bags of cement to Ilemela public schools
Generosity 

and commercial bank customers that are Mastercard 
QR enabled,” she added. 

This service will be available at all bus stations na-

tionwide in Tanzania, starting with Dar es Salaam. 
Mastercard and EYWA plan to expand to other mar-
kets across East Africa, enabling more people to enjoy 

By Correspondent Beatrice 
Philemon

AS the coronavirus pandemic 
restricts tourists to witness the an-
nual wildebeests migration which 
is due to take place at Serengeti Na-
tional Park later this month, Tanza-
nia Tourist Board will live-stream 
the event.

TTB Managing Director Devota 
Mdachi said in Dar es Salaam yes-
terday that they have come up 
with the innovative solution to al-
low fans of the annual migration 

witness the event that will be aired 
from this month.

Mdachi said TTB in collabora-
tion with the Serengeti Show Live 
team, will air the event using all 
digital media outlets globally. “Our 
mission is to entertain and thrill all 
wildlife and safari fans during Cov-
id-19 travel restrictions,” she said. 

Serengeti Show Live is a crea-
tion of wildlife guide, Carel Verhoef 
aimed at allowing tourists and 
local wildlife fans access to their 
favourite conservation places dur-
ing Covid-19 lockdowns.

Verhoef’s program helps bring 
tourists back to Serengeti National 
Park whilst conserving the habi-
tat and biodiversity of the area. 
Tracking animals in their natural 
environments, he leads the videog-
raphy team through game drives 
which take Africa to the world. 

“As we wait for a time when the 
world will open up again for travel, 
we are putting in place recovery 
strategies to ensure destination 
Tanzania remains a preferred 
choice in the minds of prospective 
tourists,” the TTB chief added.

TTB is also collaborating with 
Tanzania National Parks and 
Ngorongoro Conservation Area 
Authority who also have partnered 
with the Serengeti Show Live team 
to bring the highly visual wildlife 
show to the world to entertain and 
educate the viewers. 

Commenting on the program, 
Verhoef said the great migration 
of wildebeest and iconic African 
animals like lions and elephants 
are a draw card for tourists visit-
ing Serengeti National Park at this 
point in time annually.  

“We’re concerned about the 
devastating impact the reduction 
of travel and tourism is having on 
the revenue generated for conser-
vation agencies. This is also result-
ing in job losses and more broadly 
affecting the livelihoods of people 
working in and living around pro-
tected areas. It also impacts the op-
erations in the wilderness areas,” 
noted Verhoef.

Approximately 17.2 percent of 
the country’s gross domestic prod-
uct is generated by tourism with 
over one million foreign arrivals 

Innovation 

TTB to live-stream migration of 
wildebeest beginning this month 

ADDIS ABABA

The delayed implementation of 
an African free-trade agreement is 
a missed opportunity as the pact 
offers “probably the best form of 
stimulus” for the continent to over-
come the impact of the coronavirus 
pandemic, according to an enter-
prise that liaises between business 
and the African Union.

“We unfortunately don’t have 
the ability to play with quantitative 
easing and the exercise of print-
ing money,” Paulo Gomes, the vice 

president of the AfroChampions 
Initiative, said in an interview. “Our 
stimulus is really to enhance trade 
among the countries and create the 
conditions to create jobs, develop 
small and medium enterprises and 
make sure that we create liquidity in 
the market.”

Gomes, a former executive direc-
tor of the World Bank, is one of 25 
African business leaders, including 
Gervais Djondo, the co-founder of 
Ecobank Transnational, and Ichor 
Coal chief executive officer Nonku-
luleko Nyembezi-Heita, who wrote 

an open letter to the continent’s po-
litical leaders. In it, they warn that 
the postponement of trade under 
the African Continental Free Area 
would be a mistake.

First trade under the agreement, 
which was due to take place on July 
1, has been delayed due to the coro-
navirus pandemic. While the agree-
ment entered into force legally last 
year, protocols for trade in goods 
and services need to be agreed to 
make the July deadline.

Instead of a full-blown postpone-
ment, countries should work to fa-

cilitate the transport of medical and 
personal protective equipment as 
an immediate response to the virus, 
while concluding outstanding nego-
tiations via virtual meetings, Gomes 
said.

The health and economic conse-
quences of the virus will result in 
sub-Saharan Africa’s first recession 
in 25 years, according to World Bank 
estimates. African finance ministers 
have called for emergency econom-
ic stimulus of $100 billion, including 
debt-service waivers to combat the 
effects of the pandemic.

Call 

African nations urged on free-trade deal to fight pandemic

smooth and seamless digital transit 
services in the coming months.

“We are committed to making de-
cent mass-transit services accessible 
for all with a goal of moving millions 
of Africans daily and safely, at the 
cost they can afford. 

As the world grapples with the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we are humbled 
to be able to launch a solution that 
will enable commuters in Tanzania 
transit while being able to stay safe by 
limiting human-to-human contact,” 
said EYWA’s CEO, Toffene Kama.

Adam Jones, Mastercard’s Area 
Business Head for East Africa, Adam 
Jones backed Zaipuna and Kama ob-
servations saying with more people 
travelling around urban areas for 
work or leisure, cities are looking to 
better address the demand across 
public transit networks. 

“As such, we are proud to have 
partnered with EYWA and NMB 
Bank to launch Mastercard QR in the 
transport sector, an integral part of 
Tanzania’s economy. 

With thousands of people using 
public transport on a daily basis, 
our digital payment technology in-
tegrated into this solution will have 
a substantial and positive impact on 
driving inclusive growth, as well as 
building the digital economy,” Jones 
noted. 

To enjoy this service, all passen-
gers need to do is get their free EYWA 
Transit Card from agents located at 
bus stops and top-up through any of 
their preferred platforms. 

Commuters will receive informa-
tion on the next arriving bus on 
their mobile phones. Smartphone 
users can also download the EYWA 
application for an even better user 
experience.

TTB’s managing director, Devota Mdachi speaks at a past event.
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By Guardian Reporter

MEDICINAL plants such as 
Artemisia annua which are 
being considered as possible 
treatments for COVID-19 are 
welcome provided that they get 
tested for efficacy and adverse 
side effects. 

World Health Organization’s 
Africa regional office in Congo 
Brazzaville said in a statement 
on Monday that Africans de-
serve to use medicines tested to 
the same standards as people in 
the rest of the world. 

“Even if therapies are derived 
from traditional practice and 

natural, establishing their effica-
cy and safety through rigorous 
clinical trials is critical,” said the 
statement while stressing that 
WHO welcomes innovations 
around the world including 
repurposing drugs, traditional 
medicines and developing new 
therapies in the search for po-
tential treatments for COVID-19.

WHO recognizes that tradi-
tional, complementary and al-
ternative medicine has many 
benefits and Africa has a long 
history of traditional medicine 
and practitioners that play an 
important role in providing care 
to populations, the statement 

noted. 
The statement further not-

ed that African governments 
through their Ministers of 

Health adopted a resolution 
urging member states to pro-
duce evidence on the safety, 
efficacy and quality of tradi-
tional medicine at the Fiftieth 
Session of the WHO Regional 
Committee for Africa in 2000. 

“Countries also agreed to 
undertake relevant research 
and require national medi-
cines regulatory agencies to 
approve medicines in line with 
international standards, which 
include the product following 
a strict research protocol and 
undergoing tests and clinical 
trials,” the statement added 
stressing that such studies 

normally involve hundreds of 
people under the monitoring 
of the national regulatory au-
thorities and may take quite 
a few months in an expedited 
process.

“WHO is working with re-
search institutions to select 
traditional medicine products 
which can be investigated for 
clinical efficacy and safety 
for COVID-19 treatment,” the 
release added noting that in 
addition, UN specialised body 
will continue to support coun-
tries as they explore the role of 
traditional health practition-
ers in prevention, control, and 

early detection of the virus as 
well as case referral to health 
facilities.

WHO statement comes after 
Madagascar announced a pos-
sible CIVID-19 cure in a herbal 
tea made with Artemisia annua 
plant called Covid Organics. 

The herbal tea has gained 
rapid popularity with several 
African leaders including Pres-
ident John Magufuli placing 
orders to treat Tanzanians as 
the world races against time to 
find a cure for the pandemic 
that has infected close to three 
million people and killed over 
250,000 globally. 

WHO backs use of scientifically proven medicinal plants in COVID-19 treatment

Permanent secretary in Zimbabwe’s Finance ministry, George Guvamatanga

JOHANNESBURG 

New vehicle sales plummeted by a whopping 98.2% in 
April, during a nationwide lockdown to slow the spread of 
Covid-19.

According to statistics on new vehicle sales released by the 
National Association of Automobile Manufacturers of South 
Africa, only 574 vehicles were sold. Of these, 105 vehicles 
were passenger cars and 318 were light commercial vehicles. 
Industry wide, the volume of sales is down 32.1% for the year 
to date.

By comparison, total sales in March was 33 545. Naamsa 
reported that new vehicle sales for March declined nearly 
30%, year-on-year. The association attributed the decline to 
challenging economic conditions in SAA as well as develop-
ments related to Covid-19.

Naamsa’s members include auto-manufacturers such 
as Toyota, Isuzu, Volkswagen, BMW, Ford, Nissan and Mer-
cedes-Benz. “In this unprecedented time, the motor industry 
is experiencing unchartered conditions and grappling with 
the solutions to address it,” said Lebogang Gaoaketse, head 
of marketing and communication at vehicle and asset finan-
cier WesBank.

The automotive industry contributes 6.9% to GDP – 4.4% 
of is this attributed to manufacturing and 2.5% is attributed 
to retail. 

The industry accounts for 30.1% of the country’s manufac-
turing output and vehicle components are exported to 155 
international markets, according to Naamsa. The manufac-
turing side of the industry employs more than 110 000 peo-
ple and the sector as a whole supports 457 000 jobs, both 
directly and indirectly.

“The industry’s significant 6.9% contribution to GDP 
means that many jobs are potentially impacted, across man-
ufacturing and retail, as is foreign currency revenue from ex-
ports. “Mobility plays a vital role in providing the necessary 
stimulus to all sectors of the economy to literally get mov-
ing,” Gaoaketse commented. “We should expect consumers 
to be slow in their return to the car market as they adapt to 
social distancing measures and remain cautious about their 
own budgets given the uncertainty.”

Treasury has projected that the economy could contract 
as much as 16.1% due to the impact of Covid-19. Job losses 
could be between three million and seven million, with the 
manufacturing industry among those which are worse af-
fected, Fin24 previously reported.

South Africa lockdown causes 
new vehicle sales to plummet 
by a whole 98.4 pct last month

Alert 

HARARE

Zimbabwe, locked out of corona-
virus-related aid programs because of 
debt arrears, has thrown itself at the 
mercy of organizations including the 
International Monetary Fund. It has 
received no response.

In an April 2 letter to the heads of 
the IMF, World Bank, African Develop-
ment Bank, Paris Club and European 
Investment Bank, Zimbabwe’s Fi-
nance Minister Mthuli Ncube sought 
debt relief and an arrears clearance 
program, according to a copy of the 
letter seen by Bloomberg. The govern-
ment hasn’t received any replies, said 
two people with knowledge of the 
matter, who asked not to be identi-
fied as the request hasn’t been made 
public.

“The global Covid-19 pandemic is 
expected to have a devastating health, 
humanitarian and economic impact 
on Zimbabwe,” Ncube said in the let-
ter. “Domestic resources to allow the 

authorities to mitigate the impact of 
the pandemic are insufficient and ac-
cess to external financing is severely 
constrained due to external debt ar-
rears.”

The outbreak and economic impact 
have hit Zimbabwe as it struggles to 
recover from the worst drought in 40 
years, a cyclone and two decades of 
economic mismanagement that left 
the country short of fuel and wheat 
and with an annual inflation rate of 
676%. Relations with multilateral 
organisations have been soured by 
Zimbabwe’s inability to keep up with 
payments on $8 billion of external 
debt. Zimbabwe, along with Sudan 
and Eritrea, is ineligible for recently 
announced aid from the IMF because 
of those arrears.

Economic outlook
Ncube said the economy is set to 

contract by between 15% and 20% 
over 2019 and 2020, and cited a World 
Bank assessment that the nation’s 

funding gap will be $1 billion this year. 
In the letter, Ncube said the govern-
ment accepts “responsibility for the 
recent policy missteps” and laid out a 
series of measures the administration 
is prepared to take if the organisations 
agree to “high-level” talks.

Those include adopting a market-
related exchange rate, ensuring that 
the central bank no longer lends mon-
ey to the government, cracking down 
on corruption, aligning laws to a con-
stitution that was adopted in 2013 but 
never fully implemented, and elector-
al reforms.

Ncube also offered to conclude an 
agreement by June that would lead 
to the compensation of white com-
mercial farmers who were forced off 
their land in the past two decades in a 
violent and botched land-reform pro-
gram, the decimated export earnings.

In return, the government is seek-
ing the rescheduling or cancellation 
of bilateral debt arrears, Ncube said, 
adding that Zimbabwe proposes re-

Plea 

Locked out of foreign aid, 
Zimbabwe begs IMF and 
World Bank for assistance

Side-effects 

Stanbic Bank Tanzania’s Mbeya branch manager, Hemedi Sabuni (5th L) presents water storage tanks and sanitisers to Mbeya Municipal Council economist Saad Mtambule in Mbeya city  yesterday being 
the bank’s donation in support of the government’s efforts in the war on Covid-19. Others in the photo are the bank’s employees and municipal officials. Photo courtesy of Stanbic.   

scheduling the arrears over 15 years 
with a five-year grace period. It also 
wants a bridge loan to allow it to clear 
arrears to the World Bank, African 
Development Bank and European In-

vestment Bank.
“It is very unfair for Zimbabwe 

to be locked out of support to deal 
with a global humanitarian crisis, 
which it did not create,” said George 

Guvamatanga, the permanent secre-
tary in Zimbabwe’s finance ministry. 
“Especially considering that we were 
already on our own dealing with 
drought and cyclone induced crisis.”

Dr Matshidiso Moeti , WHO’s Regional Director for Africa.

ANTANANARIVO 
Madagascan president An-

dry Rajoelina has announced that 
clinical trials will start today (May 
4) with COVID-Organics. A factory 
will also be built within a month to 
boost its production.

The president disclosed the de-
velopments during a national ad-
dress on Sunday during which he 
extended the state of health emer-

gency in the southern African is-
land nation by 15 days.

According to him, the trials were 
in partnership with foreign re-
searchers. “A pharmaceutical fac-
tory will be set up within a month 
to increase the production capac-
ity of Covid Organics. It will be 
administered in other forms such 
as injections,” Rajoelina posted on 
Twitter.

The antiviral properties of Ar-
temisia – the anti-malarial plant at 
the base of COVID-Organics and its 
role in building immune capacity 
have been proven, he added with-
out giving details. “Thanks to this 
discovery, international research-
ers and doctors have proposed the 
construction of the largest cancer 
center in Africa in Madagascar,” 
the president disclosed.

The herbal tea / concoction 
continues to sharply divide opin-
ion among those that say it needs 
more attention and others who are 
dismissing as an unproven ‘solu-
tion’ to a malady the world is still 
grappling to get a grip on.

The profile of the drug has been 
boosted after about half dozen Af-
rican leaders publicly endorsed it 
and requested for consignments. 

The Malagasy government has so 
far been distributing it for free in 
the country and all shipped con-
signments are for free. 

Presidents of Tanzania, Guinea-
Bissau, Equatorial Guinea, Co-
moros, DR Congo, Senegal and the 
Republic of Congo have congratu-
lated Madagascar for their bold 
step in combating the rampaging 
global virus.

Madagascar starts COVID-Organics clinical trials, factory to be built
Progress 
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Hong Kong’s economy shrinks by 8.9% in first quarter due to coronavirus
HONG KONG 

Hong Kong’s downturn is now the worst on record, extend-
ing the first recession witnessed in a decade as the coronavirus 
outbreak further hit an economy already weakened by political 
unrest.

The city’s economy contracted 8.9 per cent year on year in the 
first quarter, according to advance government data. The decline 
surpasses the previous record of -8.3 per cent in the third quarter 
of 1998 and a 7.8 per cent contraction in the first quarter of 2009, 
the two worst quarterly readings in data dating back to 1974, ac-
cording to the Census and Statistics Department Hong Kong.

The latest decline also marks the third straight quarterly con-
traction for Hong Kong, the longest such stretch since the after-
math of the global financial crisis in 2009. Economists had forecast 
a drop in output of 6.5 per cent in the three months to March from 
the same period a year earlier.

Hong Kong’s economy shrank 1.2 per cent last year, the first time 
that had happened since 2009. On Sunday, Financial Secretary 
Paul Chan pointed to the worst full-year performance on record, 
with a contraction of as much as 7 per cent. Mr Chan will speak to 
the media at 5pm local time on Monday about the gross domestic 
product data.

Even as the city prepares to ease some social distancing meas-
ures amid a steady improvement in the local outbreak situation, 
the hit to global commerce and the threat of renewed anti-govern-
ment unrest means activity will probably remain depressed. Un-
employment is increasing amid the devastation in tourism, retail, 
transport and other industries.

“Faced with a collapse in global demand, Hong Kong’s small, 

open economy is taking a severe hit,” said 
Qian Wan, economist with Bloomberg In-
telligence, in an April 28 note before of the 
results. “The trade- and service-oriented 
economy will suffer a major drag from the 
global downturn.”

Mr Chan, the city’s top economic policy 
official, had signalled that the reading for 
the first quarter this year could be even 
worse than past lows. The city’s economy 
already contracted in the second half of 
last year amid street protests and a govern-
ment crackdown.

The effects of the extended downturn 
can be especially seen across the city’s 
struggling small and medium-sized busi-
nesses, which have borne the brunt of the 
impact from protests since last year and 
now the coronavirus.

“Hong Kong has been a risk-taking soci-
ety relative to starting a business, but the 
situation going on the last year will create 
long memories in people’s minds,” said 
Todd Handcock, chairman of the Cana-
dian Chamber of Commerce. “It has been 
a very challenging year for SMEs in Hong 

Italian wedding dress 
designer burned entire 
collection in protesting 
against  coronavirus ban

ROME 

A wedding dress designer 
in Italy says he set his entire 
2020-2021 collection on fire to 
protest the country’s ban on 
wedding ceremonies during 
the coronavirus pandemic.

‘’I set my creations alight, 
the fruits of my talent and 
my artistry, to send a strong 
message,” Pietro Demita, the 
owner of Diamond Couture in 
Lecce, Italy, told The Observer. 
“Because, even if I hadn’t, the 
economic and political deci-
sions imposed during the 
coronavirus crisis would have 
sent them up in smoke any-
way.”

There don’t appear to be 
any photos of the burned 
dresses, but he also told his 
story to La Gazzetta Del Mez-
zogiorno, a local paper in Italy. 
Italy has been under lock-
down for nearly two months 
to help prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus. The coun-
try was hit hard by the virus, 
and so far more than 211,000 
people have tested positive for 
Covid-19, and 29,079 people 
have died.

Italy, which has had the 
longest coronavirus lockdown 

in Europe, plans to reopen 
further in coming weeks and 
months. Lockdown measures 
were eased on Monday, and 
Prime Minister Giuseppe Con-
te told Italians last week that 
they could visit their families 
and close friends, according 
to NPR.

About 4 million people 
were expected to return to 
work on Monday, and public 
transportation services were 
restored around the coun-
try. Some also businesses 
reopened and small funerals 
were given the go-ahead to 
carry on. Weddings and other 
large gatherings, however, still 
appear out of the question - 
the Italian government wants 
the virus reproduction rate to 
slow further before ceremo-
nies can be held again, CNN 
reported.

Demita told La Gazzetta Del 
Mezzogiorno that many wed-
ding-related businesses are at 
risk of failing because of the 
economic effect of the corona-
virus and said he and others 
are asking for help. He said he 
set fire to his dresses because 
the government’s economic 
and political decisions “set fire 
to our future and our dreams.”

Kong. The unfortunate reality is some 
of these will not survive and others will 
struggle for a very long time.”

As of December, 340,000 SMEs ac-
counted for more than 98 per cent of 
all business units and employed some 
1.3 million people or about 45 per cent 
of the total excluding civil service, ac-
cording to government data. Senti-
ment among small businesses is sitting 
near a record low while those report-
ing a need for credit have jumped to 
an almost four-year high of 8.8 per 
cent, March government data shows.

“If we all fold, the unemployment 
levels are going to skyrocket in this 
city,” said Bella Dobie, co-founder 
and managing director of Hong Kong 
branding and marketing company 
Orijen. The company has six full-time 
employees including Ms Dobie and 
has been in business since 2000. 
“The economy of Hong Kong has 
been struggling since the start of the 
protests and Covid-19 is just a double 
whammy.”
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SATURDAY  02 May 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
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SUNDAY 03 May
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
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09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
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MONDAY  04 May 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 Habari 	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30        Soap: Isidingo the need
10:00      Watoto wetu
11:00      ITV Top 10 rpt
12:00      Al jazeera
12:30	 Igizo Mtego rpt
13:00	 Mjue Zaidi
13:45 	 Art and Lifestyle rpt
14:10	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
15:00   	 Meza Huru 
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:10	 Aibu yako rpt
18:15   	 Mapishi
18:45	 Kesho leo
19:00	 Afya ya Jamii 	
19:30	 Isidingo 	
20:00	 Habari	
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21:45	 Kipindi Maalum: Utawala bora na 
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23:00      Habari
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00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

TUESDAY 05 May
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 Habari 	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30	 Isidingo
10:00	 Watoto wetu
10:30   	 Jungu Kuu rpt
11:00   	 The Base rpt
12:00   	 Al Jazeera   
12:30	 Afya ya jamii rpt
13:00	 Kipindi maalum: KTMDA
13:30   	 Shika Bamba rpt 
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza Huru  
16:30   	 Watoto wetu
17:00	 The Base 
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:10	 Yu wapi
18:15      Mapishi rpt
18:30      Uchumi na biashara
19:00	 Jarida la wanawake
19:30	 Isidingo 	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Tanzania Yetu
21:30	 Chetu ni chetu
22:15	 Telenovela: Elena’s Ghost
23:00      Habari
23:30	 The Base
00:30	 DWTV	

WEDNESDAY 06 May 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55      	Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30	 Isidingo 
09:55      Habari za saa
10:00   	 Watoto wetu
10:30  	 Uchumi na biashara
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00  	 The Base rpt
11:55     Habari za saa
12:00     Al jazeera
12:30   	 Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00   	 Dakika 45
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru 
16:30	 Watoto Wetu 
17:00	 The Base
18:00	 Jiji Letu 
18:15   	 Korean drama: The great queen 

Seonduk
19:00	 Ijue Sheria	
19:30	 Isidingo 	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Kipindi Maalum: Tatu Mzuka
21:10	 Aibu Yako! Hata wewe?	
21:15	 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:45	 Ripoti Maalum:
22:15 	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
23:00      Habari
23:30	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera 	
2:00	 DWTV

THURSDAY  07 May
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo

8:55       Habariz a saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30	 Isidingo 
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00	 Watoto
10:30      Shamba lulu rpt
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      The Base rpt
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00     Al jazeera
12:30	 Ijue Sheria
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00   	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Utawala bora na 

utumishi
13:30	 Tanzania yetu rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
15:00      Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30	 Jagina 
19:00	 Usafiri wako
19:30	 Isidingo
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00      Habari
23:30	 The Base
00:30	 DWTV	
		
FRIDAY 08 May
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
09:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30     	 Isidingo
10:00   	 Watoto wetu
10:30   	 Usafiri wako rpt
11:00   	 The Base
12:00   	 Al Jazeera
12:30	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
13:00	 Jagina rpt
13:30	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:10   	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
15:00	 Meza huru 
16:30	 Watoto Wetu
17:00	 The Base
17:30	 Ibada ya kiislamu
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15   	 Mizengwe rpt
18:30	 Shamba lulu 
19:00	 Kipindi Maalum: TMDA
19:30	 Isidingo
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipima Joto
23:00      Habari
23:30	 The Base
00:30	 DWTV

SATURDAY  09 May 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu	
10:00	 Shika Bamba 5
10:30	 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15	 The Base rpt
11:45	 The Great Queen Seonduk 
12:30	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:15	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
15:30	 Igizo rpt: Mapito
16:00	 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:20      Igizo: Mtego
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani	
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30	 Igizo: Mapito
19:00	 Jungu Kuu
19:30	 Shika Bambba	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Art and lifestyle 
21:30	 Hawavumi lakini wamo

22:15	 Kesho leo rpt
22:45	 Isidingo rpt 	
01:30	 DWTV	

SUNDAY 10 May
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Isidingo 	
11:40	 Igizo: Mizengwe rpt 	
12:00	 Bongo Movie rpt: 
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:00	 Mwangaza	
16:00	 The Great queen Seonduk
16:45	 ITV Top 10
17:30	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	 Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Mtego	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Mizengwe 	
21:20	 Mjue Zaidi
22:05	 Bongo Movie: 
23:35	 ITV Top 10
00:30	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost

	

  CAPITAL 
Sat  02 May
08:00	 CNN International
09:00	 Drive It rpt
09:30 	 Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:00	 Out n’about rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	 Usafiri wako rpt
12:30	 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00	 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Korean Drama rpt: Kimchi Family
14:30 	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
17:15	 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 	 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Korean Drama: Kimchi Family
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Movie:  Night of terror
23:00	 Series rpt: Itohan
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun 03 April 
08:00	 CNN International
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 Korean Drama rpt: Kimchi Family 
12:00	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00	  In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Series rpt: Itohan
15:15 	 Aibu yako
15:30	 Drive it rpt 
16:00 	 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 	 The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00	 Korean Drama: Kimchi Family 
21:00	 Shift
21:15	 Capchat live
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Mon 04 April 
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)

09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 	 Series rpt: Itohan
16:30	 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00 	  Eco@Africa rpt
17:30	  Meza huru
19:00 	  The Décor rpt
19:30	  Shamba lulu
20:00	  Series: Itohan
20:45	  The Monday Agenda
21:30 	  Capital Prime News
22:00	  Kipima Joto
00:00	  Al Jazeera

Tues 05 May
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Itohan
16:30 	 Capchat rpt
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Innovation
19:30 	 Jagina rpt
20:00 	 Series: Itohan
20:45	 Telenovela: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
21:30 	 Capital Prime 
22:00	 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30	 Eco@Africa
23:00	 Al Jazeera

Wed 06 May
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa? 
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Itohan
16:30	 Culinary delight rpt
17:00	 Innovation rpt
17:30	 Meza Huru
19:00 	 Sports Gazette
19:30	 Chetu ni chetu
20:00	 Series: Itohan
20:45 	 Telenovela: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa? 
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Dakika 45: 
22:45 	 The Décor
23:15 	 Al Jazeera

Thurs  07 May
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa? 
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Itohan
16:30	 Business edition rpt
17:00	 In good shape
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Turning the spotlight
19;30 T	 anzania yetu
20:00	 Series: Itohan
20:45 	 Telenovela: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Capchat rpt
23:00	 Al Jazeera 

Frid  08 May
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00	  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa? 
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Itohan
16:30	 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30 Movie: Keeping mum

Deceleration 

Frustration 

Hong Kong’s Financial Secretary, Paul Chan. 

Italian Diamond Couture’s owner, Pietro Demita

NEW YORK 
US Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said Monday he ex-

pects China to uphold a trade deal reached with Washington 
this year, and warned of “consequences” if the country did not.

The comments come amid a sharp drop in global trade caused 
by the coronavirus pandemic as well as a dispute between the 
two powers over fault for the spread of the virus, which first 
broke out in Wuhan, China.

The US and China in January signed an agreement to end a 
nearly two year-long trade war, that included a commitment by 
Beijing to buy an additional $200 billion in American goods over 
the next two years. “I’m expecting them to meet their obliga-
tions,” Mnuchin said on Fox Business Network.

“I have every reason to expect that they honor this agreement 
and if they don’t, there would be very significant consequences 
in the relationship and in the global economy as to how people 
would do business with them.”

However, relations between Washington and Beijing have 
soured in recent weeks, with US President Donald Trump blam-
ing China for the pandemic, and threatening tariffs. 

US warns of consequences if 
China abandons deal on trade

Trade war
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China will take further steps, in-
cluding expanding the special fund 
for COVID-19 cooperation as neces-
sary and considering donating to the 
United Nations Global Humanitarian 
Response Plan, to strengthen global 
cooperation and defeat the pandemic 
at an early date, a Chinese envoy said 
at the Coronavirus Global Response 
pledging event on Monday.

On behalf of the Chinese govern-
ment, Zhang Ming, head of the Chinese 
Mission to the EU, said China will take 
an active part in the COVID-19 ACT Ac-
celerator programme launched by the 
World Health Organization (WHO) and 
other parties, and step up research co-
operation with Coalition for Epidemic 
Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), 
GAVI (the Vaccine Alliance) and oth-
er international agencies in terms of 
pharmaceuticals, vaccine and testing, 
with a view to jointly building ironclad 
defense against the virus.

Despite the daunting task of out-
break response at home, China is do-
ing its best to help those countries in 
need, said Zhang.

 The Chinese government has set up 
a special fund for COVID-19 coopera-

tion worth 2 billion yuan (US$283 mil-
lion), and has provided much-needed 
supplies to over 150 countries and in-
ternational organizations. 

Chinese local governments, char-
ity organizations, NGOs and business 
communities have given aid overseas 
worth more than 2.5 billion yuan, he 
said.

According to Zhang, the Chinese 
government has invested over 1 billion 
yuan to scientific research on COV-
ID-19, and Chinese research institutes 
and companies have invested even 
more. 

China also supports other countries 
in getting commercial access to medi-
cal supplies in China. In the past two 
months, Chinese companies have sup-
plied 24 billion face masks, 120 million 
protective suits, and 44,000 ventila-
tors overseas.

Zhang noted that the WHO has 
played a central role in coordinating 
the global response to COVID-19, and 
China will always support the organi-
zation. China has donated US$20 mil-
lion to the WHO to support response 
to COVID-19 and recently announced 
another donation of US$30 million.

The envoy said that China, as the 
first country to have reported the out-

break to the international community and to have made 
major progress in prevention and control, is sharing expe-
rience and protocol guidance and diagnostics and treat-
ment with the rest of the world without any reservation 
and has set up its online COVID-19 knowledge center that is 
open to all countries.

 China has held over 120 video conferences with health 
experts from over 160 countries and international organi-
zations, and has sent 19 medical teams to 17 countries, he 
said.

Zhang said developing countries should not become the 
weak link in the outbreak response. China has, in light of 
the evolving situation and the needs and requests of some 
countries, helped them shore up the public health system 
and strengthen their response capacity. 

Going forward, China will suspend debt payment due by 
77 developing countries from May 1 to the end of this year, 
to help them ease economic pressure.

China calls on the international community to jointly 
support developing countries, and stands ready to step 
up trilateral and multi-party cooperation in this regard, he 
added.

The Coronavirus Global Response pledging event, host-

China to expand special 
fund for COVID-19 
cooperation - envoy

UK’s COVID-19 toll rises above 
32,000, highest in Europe

ADDIS ABABA

Chinese teams of medical ex-
perts have arrived in Djibouti and 
Cote d’Ivoire to help the countries 
fight the COVID-19 pandemic.

The teams are organized by the 
National Health Commission and 
selected by health commissions of 
Sichuan Province and Tianjin Mu-
nicipality, respectively.

The latest two teams came af-
ter two teams of Chinese medical 
experts arrived in Ethiopia and 
Burkina Faso earlier in April. Chi-
na has also activated its medical 
teams stationed there to help fight 
COVID-19.

There are nearly 1,000 Chi-
nese medical personnel working 
in Africa long-term, according to 
China’s National Health Commis-
sion. China has sent about 22,000 
medical workers accumulatively 
to Africa during the past decades, 

and benefited about 220,000,000 
local patients in total, according to 
Chinese Ambassador to Togo Chao 
Weidong.

As COVID-19 cases continue to 
surge across the African conti-
nent, the Chinese anti-pandemic 
medical experts dispatched by the 
Chinese government have greatly 
helped Africa in confronting the 
pandemic.

The Chinese anti-pandemic 
medical expert team to Ethiopia, 
which comprises 12 medical ex-
perts specializing in various pub-
lic health sectors, arrived in the 
Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa on 
April 16 as part of China’s continu-
ing solidarity in assisting the East 
African country on the face of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

They have emphasized the on-
going “excellent and fruitful” col-
laboration with their Ethiopian 
counterparts as well as experts 

from the Africa Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention (Africa 
CDC) in their joint fight against 
COVID-19 over the past two weeks 
period.

Li Nian, a medical doctor spe-
cialized in preventive medicine 
from West China Sichuan Universi-
ty, who is also the head of medical 
administration at the university, is 
one of the 12 highly-trained medi-
cal experts with first-hand experi-
ence in the fight against COVID-19 
at home since the virus spread in 
part of China.

“We have visited the Ethiopian 
Public Health Institute (EPHI), 
quarantine centers, isolation 
centers, Fangcang Hospital trans-
formed by Millennium Hall, and 
COVID-19-designated hospitals; 
and we had detailed discussion 
with hospital administrators and 
frontline healthcare workers to 
share our experience for fighting 

against COVID-19 in China and to 
provide our supports and sugges-
tions,” Li told Xinhua on Saturday, 
as his team presently joined their 
Ethiopian counterparts in the fight 
against the COVID-19 pandemic in 
the East African country.

“The collaboration is excellent 
and fruitful,” Li said, adding that 
“we highly respect expertise of 
experts from the Ethiopian gov-
ernment and the Africa CDC, and 
we have been impressed by their 
open attitude.”

The 12-member Chinese anti-
pandemic medical expert team 
includes medical experts special-
izing in various public health sec-
tors including general surgery, 
epidemiology, respiratory, infec-
tious diseases, critical care, clini-
cal laboratory and integration of 
traditional Chinese and Western 
medicine.

“We had meetings with offic-

ers and experts from the Ministry 
of Health of Ethiopia, the Africa 
Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention (Africa CDC) and the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
Ethiopia Office to exchange expe-
riences, academic opinions, com-
ments and suggestions in detail,” 
he added.

Li, along with the rest of the 
12-member Chinese anti-pandem-
ic experts’ team, has been also 
providing onsite and telecommu-
nication-based trainings including 
lectures and practical exercises.

“We have also donated some 
personal protective equipment 
for several hospitals,” Li said, as he 
emphasized the constructive joint 
efforts and collaboration with the 
Ethiopian experts as health as 
from the Africa CDC -- specialized 
healthcare agency of the 55-mem-
ber pan African bloc African Un-
ion (AU). 	             Xinhua

Chinese anti-epidemic experts fight COVID-19 head-on in Africa

Russia to keep some restrictive measures 
until COVID-19 vaccine is found - minister

MOSCOW

Russia will partly main-
tain some of the restric-
tive measures taken to 
slow down the spread of 
the novel coronavirus un-
til a vaccine for the new 
disease is found, Russian 
Health Minister Mikhail 
Murashko said in an inter-
view with the Rossiya-24 
TV channel.

“The restrictive measures must be lifted stage by stage as 
well, however, some of them will be maintained until medi-
cal prophylactic means are found,” he said.

Murashko (pictured) stressed that there is a risk of a sec-
ond wave of infection if there is no herd immunity to the 
virus.

In late December 2019, Chinese officials notified the 
World Health Organization (WHO) about the outbreak of 
a previously unknown pneumonia in the city of Wuhan, in 
central China.  Since then, cases of the novel coronavirus - 
named COVID-19 by the WHO - have been reported in every 
corner of the globe, including Russia.

According to the latest statistics, over 3,400,000 people 
have been infected worldwide and more than 240,000 
deaths have been reported.  		  Agencies

Zhang Ming, head of the Chinese Mission to the EU, attends the Coronavirus Global Response pledging event via 
videoconference in Brussels, on Monday. ( XINHUA)

South  Africa reports surge of COVID-19 cases after ease of restrictions
CAPE TOWN

South Africa reported on Sun-
day a sharp surge in the number 
of confirmed COVID-19 cases, two 
days after the easing of restrictions 
following a five-week lockdown.

The total number of confirmed 
COVID-19 cases in South Africa 
stood at 6,783, an increase of 447 
from Saturday, the country’s health 
minister Zweli Mkhize said in a 
statement.

This was the highest surge in the 
24-hour cycle since March 5, when 
the country recorded its first case.

“Regrettably, we report a further 
eight COVID-19 related deaths: two 
from the Western Cape, four from 
the Eastern Cape and two from 
Gauteng,” Mkhize said.

This brought the total deaths to 
131, he said.

Western Cape remains the epi-
center of the pandemic in the coun-
try with 3,044 cases, followed by 

Gauteng with 1,624 and KwaZulu-
Natal with 1,076. As massive com-
munity testing continued, 245,747 
tests have been conducted to date, 
of which 15,061 were done in the 
past 24 hours, according to Mkhize.

Meanwhile, a Community 
Screening Program was gaining mo-
mentum. Under the program, more 
than 7.2 million citizens have been 
screened, among whom 72,087 
were referred to testing, Mkhize 
said.

Also on Sunday, the govern-
ment announced strict measures 
to prevent the spread of COVID-19 
at workplaces amid the partial re-
sumption of business.

Minister of of Employment and 

Labor Thulas Nxesi has announced 
that employers must take measures 
to protect the health and safety of 
everyone in their workplaces.

These measures include setting 
up physical barriers at workplaces 
to ensure social distancing, free 
provision of appropriate personal 
protective equipment, screening of 
workers for COVID-19 symptoms, 
and isolation and quarantine of 
workers with related symptoms.

		                Xinhua

ed by European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen, registered 
7.4 billion euros (US$8.07 billion) in 
pledges from donors worldwide, in-
cluding a pledge of 1.4 billion euros by 
the EU’s executive arm.

The pledging event was co-con-
vened by the EU, Canada, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia (also holding the G20 
presidency), Norway, Spain, and the 
United Kingdom. Among the major 
countries, no representative from the 
US spoke at the event.

It is a response to the call from the 
WHO and a group of health actors for 
global collaboration for the acceler-
ated development, production, and 
equitable global access to essential 
health technologies dealing with the 
new coronavirus.  

			   Xinhua

A Shanghai doctor assisting Wuhan 
to fight the COVID-19 epidemic cried his 
heart out after failing to rescue a severe 
patient who had a sudden cytokine 
storm when receiving intubation. The 
scene was filmed by one of the doctor’s 
colleagues and soon went viral online, 
touching the hearts of all the Chinese.

Efforts must be made 100 percent to 
save lives even though there’s only 1 per-
cent of a chance. That is what the doctor 
above has practiced, and moral princi-
ple infused in the blood of the Chinese 
nation, as well as the priority of medical 
treatment in China.

Life is invaluable and saving the peo-
ple comes before everything. However, 
some U.S. politicians just can’t see this. 
Instead, they ignored it and stubbornly 
made provocations.

Lately, a joint letter framing up China 
was sent to UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres by seven Republican sena-
tors, saying the country has committed 
the most severe crime on human rights 
in pandemic response. However, such 

practice only became a butt of a joke af-
ter being reported by global media. Just 
like former director John Ross of Eco-
nomic and Business Policy for the May-
or of London said, China has defended 
“the key human right” in the lethal epi-
demic – helping people stay alive.

The right to life is the most fundamen-
tal human rights, which is confirmed 
and guaranteed by the UN’s Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and the 
International Bill of Human Rights. The 
sudden outbreak of the COVID-19 pan-
demic is like a mirror that reflects the 
importance laid by countries on human 
right protection, as well as their capabil-
ity to protect the people.

Those who hype the so-called human 
rights to make troubles for China are 
desecrating Chinese people’s efforts to 
fight the pandemic. The Chinese gov-
ernment has always taken people’s lives 
and health as its first priority, and is 
treating the patients and saving the peo-

ple at all cost. The country is going all-
out to save every COVID-19 patient, and 
has launched “blanket search” to ensure 
that no one is left behind. Besides, it also 
launched differentiated treatment plans 
and cares for individual patients in criti-
cal and severe conditions.

China’s anti-pandemic efforts fully 
demonstrated the country’s moral prin-
ciple of placing people and lives in the 
first place, as well as the power of the 
Chinese ethic.

Besides, China also participated in 
global anti-pandemic cooperation with 
concrete actions and offered assistance 
as much as possible for countries and 
regions in need, making important con-
tribution to the global cause of human 
right protection.

Eduardo Klinger, academician of the 
Dominican Republic Academy of Sci-
ences noted that the Chinese govern-
ment has adopted measures that are 
decisive and responsible for the people 

around the world to curb the spread of 
the virus, and the theory of the so-called 
human right violation is total nonsense.

Those who hype the so-called hu-
man rights to make troubles for China 
are trying to cover their own incapa-
bility in pandemic response, as the so-
called human rights are always a club 
they hold. Even at the critical moment 
when the COVID-19 is taking the lives of 
many, they are still rubbing salt into the 
wound. 

China has informed the WHO, the U.S. 
and other relevant countries about the 
epidemic on a regular basis since Jan. 3, 
and the heads of the two countries’ dis-
ease control centers exchanged infor-
mation on the following day. However, 
it was half a month later that the chief 
of the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services reported the situation 
to senior American officials, and the lat-
ter turned a deaf ear and wasted two 
months regarding epidemic response. 

Why did that happen?
When millions of Chinese people 

were demonstrating their strength to 
the virus and quarantining themselves 
at home in a way to contribute to the 
world, some U.S. politicians just sat back 
and watch, badmouthing that China 
violated human rights. 

When cases are surging drastically in 
the U.S. and leading to spiking deaths, 
U.S. politicians, health organs and budg-
et department are making a mess ask-
ing for more anti-pandemic allocation. 
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention declared to suspend 
the tally of COVID-19 testing on March 
3 for system upgrading, and the Food 
and Drug Administration stopped its 
approval for COVID-19 testing reagents, 
which allowed more than 90 such prod-
ucts to enter the market without any 
regulation. What the results would be? 
No wonder American media described 
the response of the U.S. government as 

disastrous.
Those who hype the so-called human 

rights to make troubles for China are 
disturbing international cooperation. 
Touting itself as a guardian of global hu-
man rights, the U.S. has an ugly record 
of human right protection. It has long 
withdrawn from the UN Human Rights 
Council, but is arbitrarily interfering in 
the making of the organization’s elec-
tion rules, and pointing fingers at the or-
ganization’s affairs and the human right 
conditions in other countries. 

When the international society was 
facing severe challenges from the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, White House decided 
to stop funding the WHO, and even 
threatened to withdraw from the UN 
health body. Is that some sort of human 
right protection? Besides, the U.S. sanc-
tion for Iran, Cuba and Venezuela seri-
ously damaged these countries’ efforts 
to fight the pandemic. Is the U.S. still 
calling itself the guardian of global hu-
man rights?

		  People’s Daily

Human rights come after saving lives in fierce pandemic

President Cyril Ramaphosa

LONDON

Britain has overtaken Italy to report the highest offi-
cial death toll from coronavirus in Europe with more than 
32,000 deaths, figures released  yesterday showed.

Weekly figures from the Office of National Statistics 
(ONS) added more than 7,000 deaths in England and 
Wales, raising the total for the United Kingdom to 32,313.

The true figure for deaths from coronavirus may be even 
higher. The ONS said 33,593 more people had died than 
average up to April 24 in England and Wales, compared to 
27,365 cases in which coronavirus was mentioned on the 
death certificates.

Health Secretary Matt Hancock on Monday said that an-
other 288 COVID-19 patients have died in Britain, bringing 
the total coronavirus-related death toll in the country to 
28,734.

The figures include deaths in all settings, including hos-
pitals, care homes and the wider community.

Hancock said the number marked the smallest daily rise 
since the end of March, although the daily reported rise 
in deaths after a weekend tends to be lower than later in 
the week.

Britain will start testing its own COVID-19 tracing app on 
the Isle of Wight from Tuesday, hoping that the technol-
ogy in combination with more testing and tracking will 
help limit transmission of the coronavirus.

World leaders pledge US$8b to fight virus
World leaders and organizations pledged US$8 billion to 

research, manufacture and distribute a possible vaccine 
and treatments for COVID-19 on Monday, but the United 
States refused to contribute to the global effort.

Organisers included the European Union (EU) and non-
EU countries Britain, Norway and Saudi Arabia. Leaders 
from Japan, Canada, South Africa and dozens of other 
countries joined the virtual event. China was represented 
by its ambassador to the EU.

“In the space of just few hours we have collectively 
pledged 7.4 billion euros (US$8.1 billion) for vaccine, diag-
nostics and treatment” against COVID-19, the head of the 
European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, said after 
chairing the online event.

Donors included pop singer Madonna, who pledged 1 
million euros, von der Leyen said.

EU diplomats said the United States, which has the 
world’s most confirmed COVID-19 cases, was not taking 
part. A senior US administration official declined to say 
specifically why the United States was not participating.

 Many leaders stressed that any vaccine must be avail-
able to everyone. British Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
said the search for a vaccine was “the most urgent shared 
endeavour of our lifetime”, calling for “an impregnable 
shield around all our people”.

The Global Preparedness Monitoring Board, a UN-
backed body focusing on health crises, estimates that of 
the US$8 billion immediately needed, US$3 billion will 
have to be spent to develop, manufacture and distribute 
a possible vaccine against COVID-19, the EU Commission 
said.

					     Agencies
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Tracing the origin of the novel coro-
navirus is a serious scientific issue that 
needs to be studied by scientists and 
medical experts with science-based ap-
proaches.

In response to rumors about the origin 
of the novel coronavirus spread by me-
dia reports and on social media, World 
Health Organization (WHO) spokesper-
son Fadela Chaib said on April 21 that all 
available evidence suggests that the new 
coronavirus is not a virus manipulated 
or constructed in a lab or somewhere 
else. She pledged that the WHO wel-
comes all countries to support efforts to 
find the origin of the virus.

The solemn statement showed respect 
for science and dispelled rumors, force-
fully responding to the fallacies and 
conspiracy theories circulating in the 
international society. It also helps the 
international society to hold justice and 
build consensus.

Finding the origin and source of the 
virus is essential for mankind to fight 
the global war against the virus. Science-
related issues must be solved in science-
based approaches and professional 
questions need to be answered by pro-
fessionals.

As early as Feb. 19, 27 medical experts 
from 8 countries issued a joint state-
ment on The Lancet which said that 
“Scientists from multiple countries have 
published and analyzed genomes of the 
causative agent, severe acute respiratory 
syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2),1 
and they overwhelmingly conclude that 
this coronavirus originated in wildlife 
as have so many other emerging patho-
gens. This is further supported by a 
letter from the presidents of the US Na-
tional Academies of Science, Engineer-
ing, and Medicine13 and by the scientific 
communities they represent.”

A research team stressed in an article 
published on journal Nature Medicine 
that the novel coronavirus originated 
from natural evolutionary process, and 
is not a laboratory construct.

“We have no argument to claim that 
this virus would have escaped or been 
manufactured in a laboratory,” said Bel-
gium’s spokesperson for COVID-19-relat-
ed issues and virologist Emmanuel An-
dre, adding that the genetic structure of 
this virus is natural.

The scientific circles of all countries 
should carry out professional verifica-
tion in a scientific spirit and using sci-
entific methods, and trace the virus to-
gether to provide scientific support for 
pandemic prevention and control, and 
jointly overcome the common enemy 
of human beings.

The COVID-19 pandemic is a “natural 
disaster” and a sudden attack launched 
against human beings by an unknown 
virus. The virus knows no borders and 
doesn’t care about ethnicity. Like many 
other countries in the world, China is 
also a victim of the pandemic.

In coping with this global public 
health crisis, the urgency and impor-
tance of building a community with a 
shared future for mankind has become 
more prominent.

Only by adhering to the concept of 
building a community with a shared 
future for mankind, and uniting and 
cooperating with each other, can coun-
tries overcome the pandemic and safe-
guard the common homeland of man-
kind.

The fallacies and conspiracy theories 
accompanying the spread of the pan-
demic are not only unhelpful for coun-
tries to fight the pandemic, but also 
breed mistrust, and eventually disrupt 
the joint anti-virus efforts and disturb 
global solidarity and cooperation.

Spreading conspiracy theories, stig-
matizing other countries under the 
excuse of the virus, and staging ugly 
performances that disregard facts and 
run afoul of science are in essence anti-
science and politicizing public health 
issues. These conducts must be reso-
lutely resisted and corrected from the 
source.

To defeat ignorance with science, 
crush rumors with truth, resist preju-
dice with cooperation, and fight the 
pandemic together to overcome hard-
ships is the correct attitude to cope 
with the COVID-19 pandemic.

“When the pandemic is affecting 
global countries, the international so-
ciety needs to firm up confidence, stay 
united and cooperate with each other, 
so as to win the war against the major 
infectious disease,” said Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping.

		  People’s Daily

LUSAKA

Africa-China long-standing rela-
tions will remain intact because it was 
based on mutual respect and under-
standing in the wake of the COVID-19 
despite many challenges arising from 
the pandemic, experts said.

Experts asserted that trade and other 
agreements between the two parts are 
bound to continue regardless of the 
challenges.

“There is nothing new. Pandemics 
or differences will come and go, but 
the Africa-China relations will remain, 
because they are built on sound prin-
ciples and understanding,” said Profes-
sor Owen Sichone, a Zambian social 
scientist.

Sichone said that “diplomacy is a 
self-correcting mechanism and that is 
why countries invest in it and that Af-
rica and China have done well in that 
regard.”

“Trade between Africa and China 
will continue; so will the scientific and 
cultural exchanges between the two, 
because they are part of their rela-
tions,” explained Sichone, who is also 
immediate past director at Copperbelt 
University Dag Hammarskjold Institute 
for Peace and Conflict Studies.

Sichone was also quick to call on the 
international community to ensure 
that they invest in strengthening public 
health systems and prioritize human 
health, adding that ways of preventing 
or lessening the impact of disease out-
breaks particularly contagious ones are 
there in the public domain.

“There is no mystery here; it is just 
that someone was caught unaware,” 
Sichone asserted.

Dawit Yirga, Director General of Asia 
and Oceania Affairs at the Ethiopian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, has said that 
“the support mobilized by the Chinese 
government and the private sector, in-
cluding the Jack Ma Foundation, to as-
sist the COVID-19 response efforts in 
Africa is very much appreciated.”

“Africa and China are all weather 
friends and the Sino-Africa strategic 
partnership has shown vitality and 
strength in this time of unprecedented 
challenges,” said Yirga.

“We are indeed very grateful to China 
for its support and solidarity at this dif-

ficult moment in the fight against the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said Yirga.

“Solidarity is indeed the bedrock of 
this (Africa-China) partnership and 
when the corona pandemic outbreak 
happened in China, Africa stood firmly 
in solidarity with China,” he added.

Yirga, expressing appreciation to the 
“leadership and commitment of the 
people and government of China in 
successfully containing the spread of 
the COVID-19 pandemic,” also stressed 
that “as COVID-19 spreads to across the 
globe,including in Africa, China is sup-
porting the African continent.”

Noting China’s “commendable will-
ingness” in sharing its successful expe-
rience by deploying medical teams in 
Ethiopian and other African countries, 
Yirga also expressed his confidence 
that the “Sino-Africa strategic partner-
ship, which has passed the test of time, 
will once again prove its resilience.”

“China bears in mind that at the dif-
ficult moment in its fight to contain the 
novel coronavirus outbreak, the AU 
and countries of Africa have rendered 
China support, and clearly opposed 
any attempt to politicize the epidemic 
and tagging the virus, which fully dem-
onstrated the brotherly ties between 
China and Africa, who have shared 
weal and woe, and the high level of 
bilateral strategic cooperation,” said 
Chinese State Councilor and Foreign 

Minister Wang Yi earlier.
“Covid-19 is a global threat, affecting 

each and every inhabitant of planet 
earth, with zero regard for ethnicity, 
social status, wealth or any other of the 
various strata which have been con-
trived, over centuries, to set us apart 
from each other. 

Misguided assumptions with regard 
to the origin and the consequent at-
tribution of blame take us nowhere, 
render a difficult situation even more 
challenging and impact negatively on 
relations between and amongst broth-
erly nations and peoples,” said Sibusiso 
Moyo, Zimbabwe’s Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and International Trade.

Tewolde Gebremariam, CEO of Ethi-
opian Airlines Group, also commended 
the solidarity demonstrated to Africa 
by the Chinese government as well as 
Chinese companies and civil societies 
in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic.

“It is a very good example for all over 
the world that feel panic and blame is 
not the answer. 

The answer is organizations, coun-
tries, institutions, and governments 
bringing their resources together to 
team up to provide these kinds of med-
ical supplies and medical equipment 
for the protection of the people. So, 
China’s move is a very good example,” 
said Gebremariam. 

			   Xinhua

Africa-China relations to remain 
solid in wake of COVID-19 - experts

PYONGYANG

North Korean leader Kim Jong-
un has been awarded Russia’s 75th 
anniversary Victory medal for his 
major contribution in commemorat-
ing Soviet soldiers, who died in 1945 
during Korea’s liberation, the Russian 
Embassy in Pyongyang wrote on its 
Facebook page.

“In accordance with the Russian 
president’s decree, Chairman of the 
State Affairs Commission Kim Jong-
un was presented with the anniver-
sary medal “75 years of Victory in 
the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945” 
for his major personal contribution 
to commemorating Soviet citizens 
who perished and were buried in the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Ko-
rea and for caring about preserving 
burial sites and memorials of Soviet 
warriors in the DPRK,” the Russian 
Embassy said.

Russian Ambassador Alexander 
Matsegora handed over the medal to 
the DPRK’s Foreign Minister Ri Yong-
ho at a ceremony on Tuesday at the 
Mansudae Palace of Congress in 
Pyongyang.

After the ceremony, the Russian 
ambassador and the North Korean 
foreign minister held a brief conver-
sation, “during which they confirmed 
the commitment to continue active 
efforts to consistently implement the 
agreements reached by the leaders of 
the two countries in Vladivostok in 
April 2019, aimed at further develop-
ing and strengthening multifaceted 
Russian-Korean cooperation.”

According to the Embassy, there 
are 11 mass graves and 345 individual 
graves in North Korea, where 1,375 So-
viet troops are buried. 

More than 4,700 Soviet soldiers 
died of wounds in the battles to liber-
ate Korea in 1945. 

One of key landmarks in Pyongyang 
is the Liberation Monument, which 
commemorates Soviet soldiers who 
died in the battles to liberate Korea 
from the Japanese occupation in 1945.

			   Agencies

Kim Jong-un 
awarded Russia’s 
Victory anniversary 
medal - embassy

Virus tracing must 
be science-based

NAIROBI

 The United Nations Children’s 
Fund said Monday more than 127 
million school children in eastern 
and southern Africa have remained 
at home due to the outbreak of COV-
ID-19.

UNICEF said safe re-opening of 
schools remains key despite inno-
vative approaches that have been 
taken for continued learning for 
more than 127 million pre-primary, 
primary and secondary school stu-
dents who are supposed to return 

Over 127m children out of school in Africa due to COVID-19 - UN
to school this week. Mohamed M. 
Malick Fall, UNICEF regional director 
for eastern and southern Africa said 
governments, businesses and parents 
must come together to ensure inclu-
sive, realistic and scalable ways that 
reach all children.

The UN agency also announced ad-
vanced support to this unprecedent-
ed education crisis, while advocating 
for the safe re-opening of schools that 
adhere to safety guidelines, noting 
that in most parts of the world, learn-
ing at home has been supported by 
online tools.

However, in eastern and southern 
Africa, it said internet penetration is 
constrained -- barely one in five (22 
percent) of households have inter-
net access, while 84 percent of the 
rural population where the bulk of 
the learners reside have no electric-
ity. UNICEF said it has been working 
around the clock with partners to 
support continued learning through 
means such as radio, SMS and printed 
materials. “COVID-19 has triggered an 
education crisis that is unprecedent-
ed in scope, duration and impact,” 
said Fall.  		  Xinhua

After the ceremony, the 
Russian ambassador 
and the North Korean 
foreign minister held 
a brief conversation, 
“during which they 
confirmed the 
commitment to continue 
active efforts to 
consistently implement 
the agreements reached 
by the leaders of the two 

Albert Fritz (L), Western Cape Provincial Minister of Community Safety and Lin Jing, 
Chinese Consul General in Cape Town exchange a donation list of medical supplies donated 
by China, in Cape Town, South Africa, April 28, 2020. (Xinhua)

Available evidence indicates 
the novel coronavirus originated 
in animals and was not manipu-
lated or produced in a laboratory, 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO) told a UN press conference 
held in Geneva, Switzerland on 
April 21, local time, in response to 
the false information circulating 
on the internet about the origin of 
COVID-19. The false information 
has recently sounded an alarm 
for the international society.

Both the WHO and global medi-
cal titans believe that the source 
of the virus is a matter of science 

which shall never be politicized.
WHO spokesperson Fadela 

Chaib underlined at the confer-
ence that the WHO is combating 
two pandemics – one with the 
virus and one with information 
which is also called “infodemic.” 
She called on the international 
society to stand against the “info-
demic” and oppose the fallacies 
and conspiracy theories on the 
origin of the novel coronavirus.

Chaib (pictured)  pointed out 
that the virus was not artificial-
ly made, which is a consensus 
reached by all sides, stressing 

that the world’s collective focus 
needs to be on facts, not fear. The 
WHO is now probing into the ori-
gin of the novel coronavirus with 
science-based approaches, and 
multiple teams, including the Chi-
nese, have started relevant inves-
tigation.

It’s not the first time for the 
WHO to call for science- and facts-
based approaches to address the 
origin of the virus. Executive di-
rector of the WHO’s health emer-
gencies program Michael Ryan 
told People’s Daily that the orga-
nization has a very clear stand on 

the origin of the virus, and stigma-
tized languages shall be avoided, 
in response to the stigmatization 
of China by some politicians un-
der the excuse of the virus.

The fallacy that the novel coro-
navirus was manmade was also 
disapproved by global medical ex-
perts. Olivier Schwartz, head of the 
virus and immunity department 
of France’s Pasteur Institute, noted 
that the family tree of this virus 
indicates the virus is derived from 
viruses that circulate in nature, 
which has been verified by many 
laboratories.

Russian epidemiologist and mi-
crobiologist Alexander Semenov 
revealed that it’s totally possible 
for researchers to tell whether the 
virus was originated from nature 
or artificially made from genetic 
sequencing. The statement that the 
novel coronavirus was artificially 
inserted with gene segments goes 
against facts, said Semenov, adding 
that such practice was intended to 
disguise the incapability of certain 
countries’ health systems.

Australian news website Scien-
ceAlert reported that scientists 
have explained for many times why 

the COVID-19 virus was not made in 
a lab. The emergence of a new coro-
navirus with pandemic potential is 
not a surprise, and scientists have 
been warning governments for 
years that a new disease was on the 
horizon, it said.

People have to be careful not to 
aid those people who irresponsibly 
use the global crisis for their own 
political point-scoring by giving 
any oxygen to rumors, said the 
news website, citing La Trobe 
University epidemiologist Hassan 
Vally.

		  People’s Daily

WHO spokesperson underlines importance to fight against ‘infodemic’

ROME 

 Grandparents hugged 
their grandchildren, toddlers 
rushed excitedly through parks 
and factories revived their long-
stalled production lines as Italy 
started the slow process of un-
winding Europe’s longest coro-
navirus lockdown.

Nearly two months after or-
dering Italians to stay home in 
an effort to slow one of the worst 
outbreaks of the new coronavi-
rus in the world, the government 
on Monday cautiously eased a 
few restrictions, while keeping 
many others in place.

Despite more than 29,000 Ital-

ians dying of COVID-19 since the 
outbreak emerged on Feb 21, 
some people have nonetheless 
complained that the rollback is 
too timid, while others worry 
that complacency will lead to a 
fresh wave of infections.

 Many are simply overjoyed to 
get some of their old life back.

“I woke up at 5.30 am I was so 
excited,” said Maria Antonietta 
Galluzzo, a grandmother tak-
ing her 3-year-old grandson for 
a walk in Rome’s Villa Borghese 
park — the first time they had 
seen each other in eight weeks.

The unkempt grass towered 
above the boy’s head and the 
air was full of the sound of lawn-

mowers as park staff began to 
restore some order to one of 
Italy’s most elegant gardens.

“He has grown by this much,” 
she said, holding up three hori-
zontal fingers to show the spurt. 
“It is wonderful.”

Under the new rules, 4.5 mil-
lion Italians can clock back in, 
construction work can resume 
and relatives can reunite. More 
importantly for some, cafes 
were allowed to reopen for take-
aways, with customers sipping 
their coffees on the pavement.

“This is my first proper cof-
fee for eight weeks,” said Ric-
cardo Monti, the CEO of an e-
commerce company. “Perhaps 

it is the thing I missed most. 
The bar is the focal point of our 
social life so to see them closed 
was a trauma.” While some old 
rituals returned, many curbs 
stayed in place to try to prevent 
a resurgence of COVID-19 in the 
country with the world’s second 
highest death toll after the Unit-
ed States.

There were 195 new deaths 
on Monday, up from 174 the day 
before and twice as many as the 
daily tally on March 9, when Ita-
ly’s lockdown began.

Friends are still barred from 
meeting up, the cause of much 
grumbling on social media, 
most shops must stay shut until 

May 18, and schools, cinemas 
and theatres remain closed in-
definitely.

Responsibility
Despite facing the worst re-

cession since World War Two, 
the government has said it can 
only lift restrictions gradually. 
Well over a thousand new cases 
of the highly infectious coro-
navirus are still being reported 
daily.

In a reminder of the risks in-
volved in easing the lockdown, 
14 out of 60 people randomly 
stopped by police at they en-
tered Naples by car from the 
north on Monday tested posi-

tive, Corriere della Sera daily 
reported. None of them had 
symptoms. “If we want to avoid 
painful backward steps now 
more than ever, we need coop-
eration, a sense of responsibil-
ity, respect for the rules by all,” 
Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte 
said in an interview with the 
same newspaper.

A continuous hum of cars, 
buses and motorbikes pointed 
to an increase in early morning 
commuting, but traffic was no-
ticeably lighter than before the 
virus struck and those out ap-
peared to be following the guide-
lines on social distancing.

		  Agencies

Italy starts slow return to normality, fears resurgence of virus
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NEW YORK

IN the backstage hallways of Washington D.C.’s 
Capital One Arena, Michelle Obama walks arm-
in-arm with her husband, Barack Obama. She has 
just finished the third stop on what would be a 34-
city book tour of such unprecedented scale that it 
almost resembled a Beyoncé concert tour. 

Nadia Hallgren’s camera is trailing them when 
Michelle Obama, perhaps looking for reassurance, 
asks the former president: “Does it seem like a 
show that you’d like to see?”

Hallgren’s documentary, “Becoming,” is — 
more so than we’ve seen before — the Michelle 
Obama Show. It captures the former first lady, in 
settings both public and intimate, navigating her 
post-White House life, interacting with fans and 
generally fostering a spirit of positivity, self-belief 
and hope that few beside her husband are capable 
of inspiring. 

“My life is starting to be mine again,” she says in 
the film. “There’s another chapter waiting for me 
out there.”

“Becoming,” which debuts Wednesday on 
Netflix, is an extension of her 2018 best-selling 
memoir of the same name and a kind of authorized 
filmic portrait of Obama. It’s produced by Higher 
Ground Productions, the film company founded 
by the Obamas. 

Before now, Higher Ground has backed well-
received, socially-minded documentaries about 
American labor (the Oscar-winning “American 
Factory” ) and the disability rights movement 
(the acclaimed Sundance-winner “Crip Camp: A 
Disability Revolution” ). It’s been an auspicious, 
award-winning beginning for Higher Ground, 
the most ambitious post-White House dive into 
Hollywood of any former U.S. president. With 
“Becoming,” one half of Higher Ground now steps 
in front of the camera, too. 

The movie, itself, was a secret until last week 
when Netflix announced is upcoming premiere. 
Hallgren typically worked with small crews or just 
by herself. Much of “Becoming” takes place either 
in arenas crowded with cameras or in private 
settings — the back seat of an SUV, the childhood 
home of Obama — so few would have spotted her. 

“I think if people saw me, it probably looked very 
unofficial,” chuckles Hallgren. 

Keeping “Becoming” clandestine still wasn’t easy, 
though. “My closest friends had no idea what I was 
doing,” Hallgren says. “People were always like, 
‘What are you up to?’”

Hallgren is a veteran documentary 
cinematographer (“Trouble the Water,” “Girl 
Rising,” “Trapped”) making her feature directorial 
debut. (She also worked on CNN Films’ “We Will 
Rise: Michelle Obama’s Mission to Educate Girls 
Around the World.”) The job, Hallgren believes, she 
won from her body of work and, as first gleaned 
in a high-pressure meeting with Obama, their 
similarities. “She’s from the South Side. I’m from the 

South Bronx,” says the New York-bred filmmaker. 
Unlike the interview-heavy Hulu doc-series 

“Hillary” on Hillary Clinton, Hallgren’s approach 
is mostly fly-on-the-wall, mixing glossy onstage 
footage of Obama’s talks with the likes of Oprah 
Winfrey, Reese Witherspoon and Stephen Colbert 
with more personal scenes offstage. Obama 
reflects on her eight years in the White House and 
the often racist-tinged response they engendered. 
“You hope people were more ready for us than 
maybe they were,” she says. 

Obama doesn’t analyze the 2016 election or the 
rise of Donald Trump except for one comment 
lamenting the turnout of African American voters. 
“That’s my trauma,” she says. 

But the main trust of “Becoming” is not just 
Obama’s story but what she inspires -- how one 
story begets others. Hallgren, drawing from the 
photography of Garry Winogrand, lingers on the 
faces in Obama’s crowds, and in some cases takes 
a moment to follow their lives. “Becoming” may be 
part concert film but it’s nearly as interested in the 
audience as it is in the showstopper on stage. 

“Oftentimes when Mrs. Obama was on stage, 
I was not the main camera filming her,” says 
Hallgren. “So I had the opportunity to walk around. 
There was such an incredible energy in those 
arenas. The excitement that people had felt special. 
I thought: I want to capture this.”

The timing of “Becoming” is interesting not 
just because it captures a sense of community 
before people were forced into lockdown by the 
pandemic but because it comes in the middle of 
the presidential campaign. The Deadline review 
of the film isn’t alone in maintaining: “If Michelle 
Obama wasn’t so adamant that she isn’t running 
for public office, the perfectly timed new Netflix 
documentary ‘Becoming’ would sure seem like a 
campaign launch.”

Michelle Obama, however, has steadfastly 
maintained she’s not a political figure and hasn’t 
before officially endorsed a candidate. (Barack 
Obama recently endorsed his former vice 
president, Joe Biden.) But many have advocated 
for her to play a role in the 2020 election. The 
committee “Draft Michelle Obama” launched 
Monday, urging Biden choose her as his running 
mate. 

Michelle Obama decline to be interviewed for 
this article but she released a statement when 
“Becoming” was announced.

“Even as we can no longer safely gather or feed 
off the energy of groups, even as many of us are 
living with grief, loneliness and fear, we need to stay 
open and able to put ourselves in other people’s 
shoes. Empathy is our lifeline here. It’s what will 
get us to the other side,” said Obama. “Let’s use it to 
redirect our attention toward what matters most, 
reconsider our priorities, and find ways to better 
remake the world in the image of our hopes.” 

				    AP

In ‘Becoming,’ a 
starring role for 
Michelle Obama 

By Correspondent Michael Eneza

AZAM FC head coach Aristica 
Cioaba has 10 forwards at his disposal, 
which caused the Dar es Salaam side 
to rub their hands at the beginning of 
their campaign this season. 

As far as this season is concerned, 
it is fair to say Azam FC has not had a 
good campaign due to a blunt attack. 

With the current season nearly 
done, Azam FC’s forward options are 
under the spotlight, with nearly all 
of them having delicate situations 
that the Romanian coach will have to 
think clearly in the coming transfer 
window. 

The situations of Donald Ngoma, 
Shaban Chilunda, Iddy Selemani 
‘Nado’ and Obrey Chirwa have 
provoked debate inside the club. 

In addition, Richard Djodi and Nado 
despite having relatively good seasons 
has not addressed Azam FC’s woes in 
front of goal, and then there is the 
injured headache of Mbaraka Yusuph. 

Serious injuries have cast doubts 
to those hopes that Yusuph who 
was signed in 2017 will replicate in 
Chamazi the form he had at Kagera 
Sugar. 

The once highly rated striker has 
not featured at all in the 2019/20 
campaign after falling injured while 
on loan at Namungo FC last season. 

It won’t be a surprise if he is either 
released or sent out on a loan yet 
again to make up ground for his lack 
of game time in the last nine months. 

Finally, there are Paul Peter and 
Andrew Simchimba, two teenagers 
who have been loaned this season. 

Peter, who burst into limelight when 
he scored on his Premier League 
debut in the 2017/18 campaign, was 
slowed down by a combination of 
injuries and indiscipline and has been 
loaned out to Prisons. 

It has been long since when he hit 
the high heights in the Mapinduzi Cup 
prompting comparisons with former 
Azam FC striker, Kipre Tchetche.

It remains unclear if, or when, Peter 
will be able to get back to his best or 
turn out to be another false dawn 
like it was with Joseph Kimwaga who 
scored in his debut against Young 
Africans (Yanga) and quickly faded 
into oblivion. 

Simchimba who was initially loaned 
out to Coastal Union has stepped 
up to the plate and has taken Peter’s 
place in the line-up. 

He has scored three goals since 
being returned to Azam FC fold in 
December. 

Right now, the 20-year-old does not 
have much importance in the squad 
but he is viewed as an important asset 
for the future. 

Chilunda who was loaned out to 
Spanish outfit Teneriffe for one season 
has been given endless chances to 
show that he can fill the void that 
was left with John Bocco’s departure 
in 2017, but he has not sufficiently 
proved his case. 

There is no denying the talent of 
Chilunda, but it is time he puts behind 
whatever happened at Tenerife and 
discovers the form that made him one 
of the most promising youngsters in 

Tanzania. 
Midfielders Emmanuel Mvuyekure 

and Selemani Ndikumana have 
already been shown the exit door.

Mvuyekure has returned to KMC 
FC where he was signed by the club’s 
then head coach Etienne Ndayiragije. 

Ngoma seems set to depart the 
Chamazi outfit at the end of the 
season as he is yet to get a new 
contract. 

He was the club’s top scorer last 
season but in this campaign he has 
been on the periphery with only two 
goals to his name so far. 

There are many who believe since 
he went under the knife in 2017 he 
has not been able to return to the 
form he displayed in his early Yanga 
days. 

Chirwa continues to score, without 
being the lethal goalscorer Azam FC 
needs to mount a serious title fight, 

and the club need to find a way of 
easing some of the pressure on his 
back. 

Djodi was signed for this purpose, 
but the Ivorian has not exactly lit 
the stage in his debut season in the 
Tanzanian topflight. 

Idd Kipagwile and Joseph Mahundi 
are peripheral players but have 
further lost their status within the 
squad.

Both had been key players, acting 
as ideal substitutes to come on late in 
matches or to cover when rotations 
are made, but their status have 
decreased significantly in the last 
two seasons. They have scored three 
goals between them. 

With Ngoma imminent exit and 
Chilunda inconsistency there is a 
concern about finding a striker who 
can come in and instantly hit the 
ground running.

Azam FC ‘s attack under spotlight                                                

Azam FC forward, Iddi Selemani (C), and fullback, Nicholas Wadada (L), keep Simba’s forward, John Bocco, in check in this 
season’s Vodacom Premier League match which took place in Dar es Salaam. PHOTO; CORESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

Coronavirus returns long-
banned drive-in movies to Iran

TEHRAN, Iran

THE new coronavirus pandemic has 
brought back something unseen in Iran 
since its 1979 Islamic Revolution: a drive-
in movie theater. 

Once decried by revolutionaries 
for allowing too much privacy for 
unmarried young couples, a drive-in 
theater now operates from a parking lot 
right under Tehran’s iconic Milad tower, 
showing a film in line with the views of 
hard-liners. 

Workers spray disinfectants on cars 
that line up each night here after buying 
tickets online for what is called the 
“Cinema Machine” in Farsi. They tune 
into the film’s audio via an FM station on 

This May 11, 2019 file photo shows former first lady Michelle Obama during “Becoming: An Intimate 
Conversation with Michelle Obama,” in Atlanta. Netflix says a documentary portrait of Michelle Obama 
titled “Becoming” will premiere on its streaming service next week. It chronicles her 34-city book tour in 
2018-2019 for her memoir “Becoming.” (AP)

Men wearing protective suits disinfect cars against coronavirus while people enter a new drive-in cinema for watching a movie on a car parking area of the Milad 
telecommunications tower, as regular theaters are closed due to the coronavirus outbreak, Friday, May 1, 2020. Iran is the region’s epicenter of the COVID-19 pandemic. (AP 
Photo)

their car radios. 
With stadiums shut and movie theaters 

closed, this parking-lot screening is the only 
film being shown in a communal setting 
amid the virus outbreak in Iran, one of the 
world’s worst. Iran has reported more than 
98,600 cases with over 6,200 deaths, though 
international and local experts acknowledge 
Iran’s toll is likely far higher. 

“It was very fascinating, this is the first time 
this is happening, at least for people my age,” 
said Behrouz Pournezam, 36, who watched 
the film along with his wife. “We are here 
mostly for the excitement to be honest, the 
movie itself didn’t matter that much. I didn’t 
care what movie it is or by whom or which 
genre.”

The film being shown, however, is 

“Exodus,” produced by a firm affiliated 
with Iran’s hard-line Revolutionary Guard. 
The film by director Ebrahim Hatamikia 
focuses on cotton farmers whose fields 
die from salt water brought by local dams. 
The farmers, led by an actor who appears 
to be the Islamic Republic’s answer to 
American cowboy stand-in Sam Elliott, 
drive their tractors to Tehran to protest the 
government. 

There is precedent for this anger. Iran 
had built dams across the country since 
the revolution — especially under hard-line 
former President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
— that environmentalists blame for 
damaging waterways and farmland. 
But this film instead involves “a peasant 

protest against the local authority that 
symbolically resembles President Hassan 
Rouhani’s government,” the state-owned 
Tehran Times said. 

Rouhani, a relative moderate in Iran’s 
Shiite theocracy, has increasingly faced 
hard-line criticism amid the collapse 
of his nuclear deal with world powers. 
Those allied with his administration have 
criticized the film. 

Moviegoer Atefeh Soheili, however, was 
glad just to enjoy entertainment outside of 
her home.

“Now I’m sitting here with clean hands 
and if I want to eat something or relax I 
don’t need to worry about distancing from 
other people,” she said. 
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Sports news

 

LONDON

ENGLISH Football Association 
chairman Greg Clarke does not 
believe fans will be allowed into 
stadiums “any time soon” and has 
warned that the coronavirus crisis 
could cost the governing body £300 
million ($373 million).

Football across England has been 
indefinitely suspended, with the 
2019/20 season in all leagues below 
the top four divisions already de-
clared over.

However, there are growing fears 
that the 2020/21 campaign also 
faces huge disruption due to social-
distancing guidelines.

“With social distancing in place 
for some time to come we do face 
substantial changes to the whole 
football ecosystem,” Clarke wrote in 
a letter to the FA Council.

“For example, it’s hard to foresee 
crowds of fans, who are the lifeblood 
of the game, returning to matches 
any time soon.”

The Premier League is still hoping 
to finish the season behind closed 
doors, with “Project Restart” aimed 
at minimising a predicted £1 billion 
loss if the campaign cannot be com-
pleted.

It is understood top-flight clubs 
were told on Friday that the remain-
ing matches of the season must be 
played at neutral venues.

Further down the pyramid, where 
gate receipts make up a much 
higher percentage of clubs’ income 
without lucrative TV deals, there are 
doubts over whether a new season 
can even start without fans being al-
lowed to attend.

The FA has also been affected by 
the cancellation of at least four Eng-
land fixtures and the suspension of 
the FA Cup.

Clarke said a “sensible” £75 mil-
lion budget cut had been agreed.

“In a worst-case scenario, this 
would be necessary for the next 
four years to offset a £300 million 
deficit,” he added.

“Clearly that will impact many of 
our plans as every area of the game 
will be touched and projects that we 
all value will be affected.”

Meanwhile, players should be al-
lowed to refuse to take part if the 
Premier League resumes amid the 
coronavirus crisis, former Watford 
forward Marvin Sordell said on 

Monday.
Premier League chiefs hope the 

season can be finished over the 
summer, but their ‘Project Restart’ 
has come in for criticism for poten-
tially putting players at risk.

Although the Premier League is 
reportedly willing to pay for test-
ing for players and staff if matches 
resume, that has not been enough 
ease the fears of some stars.

Sordell, who also featured for 
Burnley and Bolton before retiring 
last year, believes players should 
only return if they are comfortable 
with their personal situations while 
the virus is still a threat.

“Some people will be living on 
their own and they won’t have any 
responsibilities in that sense, or 
those fears that they may pass the 
virus onto somebody else if they 
contracted it themselves,” Sordell 
told Britain’s Press Association.

“There will be other players who 
live with their parents, or they are 
their parents’ only means of being 
able to get food.

“Their partners might be preg-
nant or they might have young kids, 
and some might have underlying 
health conditions. Some players 
themselves might have underlying 
health conditions.

“I think people’s own situations 
need to be respected. If they want 
to play, and it’s safe to do so, then al-
low them to play. If they don’t want 
to play because they don’t think it’s 
safe to do so, I think that needs to be 
respected.”

While Sordell is concerned play-
ers may be forced into returning 
to action, Norwich manager Dan-
iel Farke has backed the Premier 
League to find a safe way of com-
pleting the season.

Farke, whose team are bottom of 
the table, told Sky Sports: “I totally 
trust the key people at the Premier 
League that have to make the deci-
sions and not easy decisions be-
cause there are disadvantages for 
every scenario.

“For us we deserve the chance to 
work on our little miracle and stay in 
this league and my general attitude 
is that we should try everything we 
can to finish the season.

“But, if it is the situation that - by 
not finishing the season - we save 
one life then we should do that.”

			   AFP

English FA bracing for long spell without fans

No one can pay Pogba wages - Juve chief
TURIN, Italy

JUVENTUS director Fabio Paratici 
has said transfer target Paul Pogba 
will struggle to find a club willing 
to match his wages at Manchester 
United due to the financial impact 
caused by the coronavirus out-
break.

The World Cup winner has been 
linked with a move away from Old 
Trafford, although sources told 
ESPN United were optimistic he will 
remain at the club beyond the next 
transfer window before the sport 
was halted by the coronavirus pan-
demic. 

Pogba left United for Juve in 2012 
before returning to Manchester in 
a then world-record £89.3 million 

transfer, and while the Bianconeri 
are keen to have him back, Paratici 
warned the impact of the coronavi-
rus means few clubs will be able to 
sign a player on such a high salary.

“He [Pogba] is a great player but 
he will struggle to find someone 
who can pay his wages,” Paratici 
told Sky Sport Italia.

Real Madrid boss Zinedine Zi-
dane is also keen on signing Pogba, 
though sources have told ESPN the 
club’s hierarchy would prefer to 
pursue other targets.

Several clubs have said their sum-
mer transfer plans will be affected 
by the impact the virus has had on 
the game, which has seen 2019-20 
seasons in Belgium, Netherlands 
and France cancelled. (Agencies)

Ronaldo now returns to Turin 
after coronavirus lockdown

MILAN

JUVENTUS star Cristiano Ronaldo 
flew back to Italy on Monday after al-
most two months in coronavirus lock-
down in his native Portugal.

Ronaldo and his family landed in Tu-
rin Airport just after 10.20pm local time, 
according to media reports in Italy.

The five-time Ballon d’Or winner ar-
rived by private jet from the Portuguese 
island of Madeira and will spend two 
weeks in quarantine.

The 35-year-old played Juventus’s last 
Serie A game, a 2-0 win over Inter Mi-
lan behind closed doors at the Allianz 
Stadium on March 8, before the Italian 
football season was suspended amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic which has killed 
over 29,000 people in the country.

Ronaldo returned to Madeira after 
the Inter Milan match to be close to his 
mother Dolores who had suffered a 
stroke.

Juventus have recalled their 10 over-
seas players as Serie A clubs were given 
the green light to return to individual 

training on Monday.
The Italian interior ministry’s go-

ahead for players to return to club 
training facilities two weeks ahead of 
schedule has offered fans hope that the 
2019-20 season might yet be salvaged.

Juventus are leading Serie A, one 
point ahead of Lazio, as they target a 
ninth consecutive Scudetto.

The club has not yet given an official 
date for a return to training.

Juventus began carrying out tests on 
their players at the club’s medical centre 
in Turin on Monday.

The first to arrive were Federico Ber-
nardeschi, Juan Cuadrado, Carlo Pin-
soglio, Leonardo Bonucci and Aaron 
Ramsey, all wearing face masks.

Juventus are also waiting the return 
to Turin of Dutch centre-back Matthijs 
de Ligt and midfielder Blaise Matuidi, 
who returned to France after recovering 
from the virus.

Gonzalo Higuain remains in Argen-
tina where he returned to be with his 
sick mother.

			            AFP

By Simon Kuper, ESPN.com writer 

A PANDEMIC changes everything. FC Barcelona is 
now willing to attach a sponsor’s name to the Camp 
Nou for the coming decades. Last month, Barca said 
that it aimed to sell the title rights to Europe’s big-
gest stadium for next season, to raise money for the 
global fight against the coronavirus. But Jordi Car-
doner i Casaus, the club’s first vice president, told 
ESPN that Barca is open to a much longer naming 
arrangement with a sponsor.

“This is something you could add to this year’s 
agreement: 25 years more,” says Cardoner. “The first 
year for the coronavirus and the next 25 for com-
mercial reasons, having the title rights to the Camp 
Nou. Why not?” 

In a wide-ranging conversation, Cardoner provid-
ed a rare glimpse into a giant club’s struggles during 
football’s lockdown. He discussed issues including 
the players’ pay cut -- smaller than many people re-
alise -- this summer’s transfer market, the date when 
football might resume, and the size of Barca’s debt 
(about €460 million). The virus seems to have wors-
ened the club’s internal turmoil, with Lionel Messi 
speaking out against the board and six more direc-
tors resigning in April amid allegations that the club 
hired the I3 Ventures firm to campaign on social 
media against Barça’s own players. (The club says I3 
was just monitoring social media.)

Barcelona president Josep Maria Bartomeu -- Car-
doner’s schoolmate from age 6 onward -- is under 
pressure, but the coronavirus now overshadows 
everything at the club. Speaking from home via 
Whatsapp, Cardoner has just recovered from the 
virus himself. It has killed over 10,000 people in 
the club’s home region of Catalonia so far, accord-
ing to data from funeral homes. Barca has called the 
pandemic the “biggest health, economic and social 
crisis in modern history,” and declared its duty to 
help fight it.

Cardoner has been a Barca man since his grandfa-
ther, Nicolas Casaus (himself a first vice president of 
the club), enrolled him as a socio (member) straight 
after birth. Talking of the response to the corona-
virus, Cardoner cites Barca’s slogan, “Més que un 
club.” (“More than a club.”) No doubt he means it, 
too. Barca has donated masks and protective cloth-
ing to health services, while socios around Catalo-
nia have been involved in running foodbanks. How-
ever, fighting the virus will also help Barça repair an 
image tattered by internal ructions as well as give it 
cover to rename the Camp Nou.

A slide in Barça’s income
The virus has devastated the club’s finances. In 

the 2017-18 season, Barca became the first club in 
any sport to hit $1 billion in annual revenues. As 
late as this February, says Cardoner, “we were over 
budget, it was a very successful position, awaiting 
a beautiful end of the year.” Then football closed 
down. “We reduced our incomes extremely far,” he 
admits.

Barca have lost about €50 million in ticket sales 
and its museum, €39 million in TV income, and be-
tween €20 million and €25 million in commercial 
income from its shops, football schools, “legends’ 
activities” and so on. The total hit to revenues is al-
ready between €120 and €140 million, he says.

“This is for sure, what we know today. These mil-
lions will be in our losses at the end of the year.” It’s 
certain the club will make a loss this year, he adds. 
Spending will have to fall.

Pay cut for the players

Barcelona in crisis: VP on coronavirus, 
wage cuts, infighting, transfers 

New German soccer virus cases highlight risks of resuming 
BERLIN

NEW coronavirus infections among German soccer 
squads revealed on Monday highlighted the challenge 
for European leagues to restart during the pandemic.

The ongoing severity of the outbreak was not 
grasped by striker Salomon Kalou, who was suspend-
ed by Hertha Berlin for flouting social distancing meas-
ures by livestreaming himself fist-bumping teammates 
and bursting in on an apparent COVID-19 test — all 
while complaining about a pay cut.

The new infections hurt the Bundesliga’s hopes of 
the resuming this month. Chancellor Angela Merkel 
and 16 state governors will determine on Wednesday if 
the risk of infections spreading at stadiums is too great 
— even without spectators.

Ten positive COVID-19 cases were reported from 
1,724 tests conducted across the 36 clubs in Germany’s 
top two divisions. Hertha’s squad was given the all-
clear but the team said Kalou gave the “impression that 
individual players are not taking the coronavirus issue 
seriously, especially in the current discussion about a 
resumption of play.”

Games are likely to be restricted to key personnel 
across Europe for many months, dealing a heavy finan-
cial blow to clubs and national associations.

The English Football Association, which owns Wem-
bley Stadium and runs the national teams, is cutting its 
annual budget by 75 million pounds ($93 million) as it 
tries to offset a potential deficit of 300 million pounds 
over the next four years.

“It’s hard to foresee crowds of fans — who are the 
lifeblood of the game — returning to matches any time 
soon,” FA chairman Greg Clarke said.

Like in Germany, soccer in England and Spain was 
suspended in March. Both the Premier League and La 
Liga are hoping to resume in June, although squads are 
still being kept away from clubs.

Widespread COVID-19 testing of Spanish league play-
ers will begin this week as they are expected to return 
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Barca estimate their losses to be somewhere between 120 million and 140 million euros so far. (Agencies)

about equal to revenues, at about €400 
million.

“A lot of people are wondering if our 
club will suffer in order to reduce the 
excellence of our game. This is not true,” 
he notes. The club’s total profits of €190 
million between 2011 and 2019 make this 
year’s loss easier to bear, he argues. “Be-
cause our base economic situation is sol-
id, this will not affect us the same way as 
probably other clubs.”

Possible delays to the Espai Barça
The club is busy scouring its budget for 

costs to cut, from scrapping the welcome 
pack for new socios to economising on 
the planned Espai Barça.

The “Barça Space” is meant to be a 
huge piazza featuring a renovated Camp 
Nou along with a new indoor arena, club 
offices, restaurants, and a modernised 
club megastore and museum. The club 
has called it “the best sporting complex 
in the world in the centre of a great city.” 
The site’s completion date was delayed 
last year from 2022 to 2024, but the pro-
jected budget of €630 million now looks 
a stretch.

Cardoner says Barça will prioritise ren-
ovating the stadium itself and may finish 
the other facilities later.

Infighting on the board
Cardoner is one of the last senior direc-

tors to remain loyal to Bartomeu. Why did 
six directors resign last month, taking to-
tal resignations from the board to 11 under 
Bartomeu’s reign? Cardoner replies: “This 
is part of human relationships. These col-
leagues did not agree with several things 
we decided. They took this decision. We 
accept it absolutely. Then we have to con-
tinue. This is not a dictatorship.”

But this is a club plunged, like almost all 
its rivals, into an unimaginable crisis.

Barca’s players have agreed to a 72% pay 
cut, following teleconferences between 
Bartomeu and team captains Messi, Ser-
gio Busquets, Gerard Pique and Sergi Rob-
erto. Cardoner notes that the pay cut only 
applies from the start of the lockdown 
in March until the season’s end, and so, 
viewed over the whole year, players will 
only be losing 8-11% of their salaries. Still, 
this will be enough to allow all Barca’s 
roughly 500 non-playing employees to 
keep their full pay.

After the deal was agreed, Messi took a 
shot at club officials from his Instagram 
account: “We want to clarify that our de-
sire has always been for a reduction to be 
applied to our salaries because we under-
stand that this is an exceptional situation 
and we are the first that have ALWAYS 
helped the club with what they have asked 
of us... it surprises us that from inside the 
club there would be people that want to 
put us under a magnifying glass or try to 
pressure us into something that we were 
always clear we wanted to do.”

Cardoner’s response is diplomatic. “The 
players have been very positive. They un-
derstood the situation from the beginning. 
They are ready to make this effort because 
they know that this situation is not a joke.”

Football might not restart anytime soon
Speaking days before the announce-

ment that La Liga was hoping to restart 
in June, Cardoner is cautious about the 
chances of completing this season. “Every 
day we have new input. We want to be 
safe, to take care of our players and their 
health. This is priority number one, but 
also number two and three. We will not 
take risks. We want that if competition 
comes back it’s in the highest-safety way. 
If not, we are not ready to continue. We 
are talking about people, their lives, their 

families.”
Would the Spanish league be ready to 

restart in September?
“This is my point of view: this will be 

very difficult,” he replies. One possible 
scenario is that after a period of closed-
door football, “La Liga can start with 
public not before February 2021.” Once 
some spectators can be admitted, Barca’s 
85,000 season-ticket holders will “have 
higher rights than people coming from 
outside,” he says.

Player swaps instead of transfer fees
He predicts that with clubs now strug-

gling for cash, swapping players without 
money changing hands will be common 
practice in this summer’s transfer market. 
“This is the way things will happen for 
next season in European clubs,” he says.

He suggested that in some cases, three 
clubs might agree to a single interlinked 
deal, with one player going from Club A to 
Club B, another from Club B to Club C, and 
a third from Club C to Club A.

Debt of €460-470 million
Barca expect lower revenues next sea-

son, with fewer ticket sales and museum 
visitors. Cardoner says, “We are prepar-
ing the budget of next season and we will 
adapt our incomes to our spending.”

He also says that the club’s debt is about 
€460-470 million. Clubs report their 
debts using different criteria, but UEFA’s 
benchmarking report published in Janu-
ary named only two clubs (Manchester 
United and Spurs) with higher net debts. 
(For some reason, UEFA’s list of Europe’s 
20 most indebted clubs does not include 
Barca.)

That said, Cardoner insists the club’s 
debt is manageable. He notes that it 
amounts to only about half of annual rev-
enues, whereas a decade ago debt was 

to training fields for individual fitness sessions while respecting so-
cial distancing measures.

“The return of football is a sign that society is progressing towards 
the new normal,” Spanish league president Javier Tebas said. “It will 
also bring back an element of life that people in Spain and around 
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the world know and love.
“People’s health is paramount, so we have a comprehensive pro-

tocol to safeguard the health of everyone involved as we work to 
restart La Liga. Circumstances are unprecedented, but we hope to 
start playing again in June and finish our ‘19-’20 season this sum-
mer.”

A month’s training is anticipated before games can resume, al-
though the timetable will depend on how governments unlock 
their lockdowns.

Spain, Italy and Britain have been the hardest hit by the pandem-
ic in Europe with each country recording more than 25,000 known 
deaths.

The Premier League’s plans to resume have been rocked by some 
relegation-threatened teams opposing plans for games at neutral 
stadiums to prevent fans gathering outside.

The early termination of the French season on government or-
ders last week has already sparked recriminations.

Amiens is asking the league to review its decision to relegate the 
club from the top-flight, launching a petition on Monday to “de-
mand justice for this far-reaching decision which goes against fair-
ness in sport.”
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SYDNEY

BRENDON McCullum has called for greater New Zea-
land involvement in the Big Bash League later this year 
if the availability of overseas players- and international 
cricket overall - remains restricted by the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

There are positive signs that the Australian season 
could take shape somewhat as scheduled - there even 
remains hope that the men’s T20 World Cup could be 
played in October - with every effort being made to en-
able to the lucrative series against India to survive. 

Cricket Australia has started conversations with the 
federal government about what protocols would need 
to be in place to allow international teams to visit later 
in the year.

While there remain plenty of hurdles to cross before 
full-fledged international sport can take place, there has 
already been progress in links between Australia and 
New Zealand resuming with the Warriors rugby team ar-
riving in Tamworth, New South Wales at the weekend to 
prepare for the resumption of the NRL later this month 
and there are talks at the government level about a travel 
“bubble” between the two countries.

“A little bit of creative thinking. It may be just for one 
season but we have to prepare for the long-term if you 
are going to grow the game there may be some value.”

However, if New Zealand’s international players are 
not playing in December and January - they are due 
to have a visit by Pakistan - NZC would likely see it as a 
chance to have them available for the T20 Super Smash, 
which usually runs concurrently with the first part of the 
Big Bash from mid-December.

One of the contingency plans in place should next sea-
son be disrupted is the potential for Australia and New 
Zealand to play each other if movement between those 
two countries is more feasible than broader internation-
al travel. 

There are two ODIs left to play from the curtailed se-
ries in March plus three T20Is that were due to be hosted 
in New Zealand.

The Big Bash will mark its tenth anniversary in the 
2020-21 season and, before the pandemic, had commis-
sioned a review by David Barham, the television execu-
tive who was central to the BBL’s rise while at Channel 
10, into what could be done to revitalise the competition. 
The most intriguing suggestion out of the review was the 
prospect of four-innings T20 matches in an attempt to 
ensure contests are alive for longer. 
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By Correspondent Adam Fungamwango

MAINLAND Premier League side, 
Ndanda FC, has called on Tanzania 
Football Federation (TFF) to financially 
back the squad and other clubs which 
are struggling financially, if the federa-
tion can do so.

A good number of soccer outfits in 
the country are presently finding it dif-
ficulty to stay afloat because of the sus-
pension of sporting activities, put into 
effect by the government, in an effort 
to contain the coronavirus pandemic.

Ndanda FC disclosed the financial 
support will facilitate the squads’ trips 
to various regions to feature in the re-
maining assignments after the league’s 
restart.

The Mtwara-based squad’s secretary 
general, Selemani Kachele, pointed out 
his club has requested TFF to consider 
backing the sides that lack sponsor-
ship, given the teams are experienc-
ing financial crisis due to the top flight 
break.

The official issued the statement 
after the Tanzania Premier League 
Board (TPLB) had recently disclosed 
the Mainland Premier League and the 
rest of the soccer tournaments will re-
sume pending the government permis-
sion.

“The top flight’s regulation clearly 
demands sides should foot their trans-
portation costs, outfits which will not 
manage to meet transportation costs 
should be relegated,’’ he disclosed.

‘’This, though, is an emergency. We 
can meet TFF and request them to sup-
port the squads in an effort to see to it 
they honour the rest of their games.’’

He disclosed his club mostly banks 
on the backing of the game’s stakehold-
ers, that include TFF.

Kachele added TFF obviously has 
limited budget but the latter should 
put its weight behind the clubs should 
it be able to do so.

“I won’t lie we are financially stable. 
Although we have been able to deal 
with several challenges since the 
league’s start we are not self sufficient,’’

He disclosed the side has somehow 
catered for vital needs which are, 
among, players’ salaries.

Kachele moreover expressed fear 
his club’s players might not be fully fit 
because of the current break.

“We will not be at our best given 
players are training individually, I don’t 
think they will be fully fit…we knew the 
league will resume but we are not sure 
of our players’ fitness.’’

The side had, as of the competition’s 
break, held the 16th spot in the league 
after registering 31 points in 29 assign-
ments.

Barcelona in crisis: VP on coronavirus, 
wage cuts, infighting, transfers 

Comprehensive report, page 19

Burundi goalkeeper 
close to Azam FC deal  

McCullum suggests 
greater New Zealand 
involvement in BBL

Ndanda 
FC seeks 
financial 
support            

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

BURUNDIAN goalkeeper, 
Fabien Mutombora, is said to 
be close to securing a move to 
Mainland Premier League club, 
Azam FC, according to media re-
ports coming out of Uganda. 

The 22-year-old who plays for 
Uganda Premier League club, Vi-
pers SC, is regarded as the best 
goalkeeper in the Uganda Pre-
mier League.

According to multiple reports, 
Mutombora has now attracted 
interest from Azam FC and the 
latter are already understood to 
have held talks with him. 

Mutombora joined Vipers SC 

in August, 2018 and has previ-
ously featured for Burundi gi-
ants Lydia Ludic Academic FC. 

His current deal expires at the 
end of the 2019/20 season. 

Currently, Azam FC have 
three goalkeepers, Razack Aba-
lora, Mwadini Ally and Benedict 
Haule.

They have been faced with a 
conundrum in their goalkeep-
ing department this campaign, 
while heavily relying on Abalo-
ra, they had to field third choice 
shot stopper Haule in some 
matches. 

Abalora’s contract is ending 
at the end of the current sea-
son and the club is reportedly 

hesitant to extend his stay after 
three seasons. 

He can sign a pre contract 
with any team of his choice now 
if there are offers for his service. 

The 2013/14 Mainland Pre-
mier League champions want 
someone who can challenge the 
ageing Mwadini and the relative-
ly unused Haule. More recently, 
Zambia’s Power Dynamos goal-
keeper Arthur Arakaza has also 
been linked with a move to the 
club. 

If the deal goes through, Mu-
tombora would become the 
second player to join Azam FC 
from Vipers SC after the capture 
of fullback Nicholas Wadada in 

2018.  Domestic and internation-
al football competitions around 
the world have been suspended 
because of the coronavirus pan-
demic. 

The Tanzanian Premier 
League is hoping to resume in 
June though concrete start dates 
have yet to be fixed. 

That leaves the issue of expir-
ing contracts, which are usu-
ally timed to finish at the end 
of a given season, as a potential 
headache. 

However FIFA proposed that 
current contracts for players 
and coaches should be extend-
ed until the end of the delayed 
domestic football seasons.

Fabien Mutombora

       

his, though, is an emergency. We 
can meet TFF and request them to 
support the squads in an effort to 
see to it they honour the rest of their 
game

Ndanda FC players in a group picture to participating in a recent Mainland Premier League clash which was played in Mtwara 

 Flexibles by David Chikoko
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