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At least 19
killed in fuel
truck crash
in western
Uganda

KAMPALA

AT least 19 people were killed when a
fuel truck exploded after losing control
and ramming into three cars in western
Uganda on Sunday, police said in a
statement.

Earlier yesterday, authorities said nine
bodies had been retrieved from the crash
site and transported to a nearby health
center “for further post-mortem analysis
and DNA profiling.”

Another body was found trapped under
the truck, police said.

Nine more people who were injured in
the accident died later from their wounds,
police spokesman Fred Enanga told
Reuters on Monday morning.

The accident occurred
at a small trading
center on a highway
between the capital
Kampala and Kasese
town near the border
with Democratic
Republic of Congo

The accident occurred at a small trading
center on a highway between the capital
Kampala and Kasese town near the border
with Democratic Republic of Congo.

Flames from the blast tore through at
least 25 shops nearby.

Fatal road crashes are frequent in the
East African country, often the result of lax
law enforcement, poorly serviced vehicles
and potholed roads.

At least 85 people died in neighboring
Tanzania on Aug. 10 after a fuel tanker
exploded in the town of Morogoro, as
flames ripped through a crowd that had
gathered to siphon petrol from it.

97770856

542009">

AfDB issues $18S0m loan for

outer ring road in Dodoma
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Finance and Planning ministry Permanent Secretary Doto James (R) and Alex Mubiru, the African Development Bank Group’s Country Manager in
Tanzania, exchange documents in Dar es Salaam yesterday shortly after signing a US$180 million (414 billion/-) AfDB soft loan agreement for fi-
nancing the construction of tarmac ring roads covering a combined distance of 110.2km as well as improvements to infrastructure in Dodoma city.

Tanzania, Kenya mapping
border with new beacons

By Marc Nkwame, Arusha

TANZANIA and Kenya have kicked off an
initiative to retrace their boundary to plant
new demarcation beacons along the borderline
stretching from Lake Natron to Tarakea via
Namanga.

Marius Kabunduburu, the Deputy Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry of Lands, Housing and
Human Settlements explained here yesterday
that the move is part of a wider exercise to
demarcate the country’s boundaries by placing
new beacons along the breadth of Tanzania’s
borders, with Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia,

The exercise follows a
United Nations resolution
which directs the countries
to formalize boundaries
drawn up at the Berlin
Conference of 1884

Malawi, Mozambique and the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC) conducting the same
exercise.

The exercise entails, among other activities,
aerial photographing, ground mapping and
surveying, along with recording coordinates for
the Global Positioning System (GPS).

Kabunduburu was speaking in Arusha
during a taskforce meeting on how to execute
the borderline demarcation along the Kenya-
Tanzania boundary.

Most beacons and other signs demarcating
the borderline have been destroyed, worn off

TURN TO PAGE 2

Open embassy in Dar, tour groups urge Israel

By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

TOURISM stakeholders have urged Israel to
open a fully-fledged embassy in Dar es Salaam to
make it easier for visa processing.

Currently, Tanzanians are required to travel to
Nairobi to process a travel visa, an expensive and
time wasting procedure.

Speaking during the sendoff farewell of a group

—

of 64 tourists traveling to Israel, the stakeholders
called on the Middle East state to work on the
challenge so as also to boost trade between the
two countries.

Excellent Guides Tanzania tour coordination
officer Harrison Chonjo said that opening a
small or full-fledged embassy in Tanzania will
also stimulate tourism growth as many people

TURN TO PAGE 2

Alex Mubiru, the AfDB
country manager for
Tanzania, said the road
will be connecting all the
four radial roads through
Dodoma city to Arusha,
Iringa, Singida and Dar es
Salaam and hence will sig-
nificantly reduce conges-
tion around the country’s
capital since national and
international traffic will
by-pass the city centre

By Henry Mwangonde

THE African Development Bank (AfDB)
yesterday signed a $180 million (414.07bn/-) loan
agreement with the government for financing
the construction of the 110.2 kilometer Dodoma
City Outer Ring road to bitumen standard.

It is expected that through the agreements, the
bank will make available $138 million through
its window and $42 million through the recent
Africa Growing Together Fund, a Chinese
government fund administered by the bank.

“I wish to express the government’s
appreciation for the bank’s support in stepping
up infrastructure development in order in order
realize our desire to become a trade and logistical
hub for eastern and southern Africa region,” said
Finance and Planning Permanent Secretary Doto
James.

The loan signed yesterday will increase the
amount of funds committed by the bank to

Upon completion in the
next two years, the road
will provide efficient
road transport access

to Dodoma city and
facilitate national and
international trade flows

finance ongoing road projects in Tanzania from
$858.16 million to $1.038 billion (2.39trn/-).

Upon completion in the next two years, the
road will provide efficient road transport access
to Dodoma city and facilitate national and
international trade flows.

The ring road links with the Cape to Cairo road
or the Great North Road Highway which covers
eight countries namely South Africa, Zimbabwe,
Zambia, Tanzania, Kenya, South Sudan, Sudan
and Egypt, apart from a central corridor
road connecting Tanzania and neighboring
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC),Rwanda,
Burundi and Uganda.

Tanzania National Roads Agency (TANRODS)
Chief Executive Officer Patrick Mfugale said the
project will involve construction of the dual
carriageway ring to bitumen standard from
Nala-Veyula-Thumwa-Matumbulu to Nala. It also
targets development of social infrastructure such

TURN TO PAGE 2
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AfDB issues $180m loan for
outer ring road in Dodoma

FROM PAGE 1

as water sources and strengthening
health centres, rehabilitation of feeder
roads and pilot road safety measures
around the project.

Alex Mubiru, the AfDB country
manager for Tanzania said the road will
be connecting all the four radial roads
through Dodoma city to Arusha, Iringa,
Singida and Dar es Salaam and hence
will significantly reduce congestion
around the country’s capital since
national and international traffic will
by-pass the city centre.

“The project will greatly improve the

mobility of goods and services around
the country’s capital. More importantly
it will improve regional cooperation
and integration within the East African
region and beyond,” he said.

The estimated total project cost
is approximately $214.69 million,
with 64-percent financed by an AfDB
sovereign loan, 20- percent from the
Africa Growing Together Fund (AGTF)
and 16-percent sourced from the
Treasury.

The project will support Tanzania’s
economic and social development
agenda, related to improving mobility
around the country’s capital, he added.

Kabendera case
adjourned after
application by

the prosecution

By Guardian Reporter

JOURNALIST  Erick  Kabendera
yesterday appeared before Kisutu
Magistrate Court for Economic
Sabotage crime facing him. However,
the case could not proceed after the
prosecution claimed that investigations
were yet to be completed.

The court has, therefore, set August
30, 2019 for the next court appearance
for the freelance journalist who was
arrested on July 29.

Erick Kabendera faces charges of
money laundering, tax evasion and
involvement in organized crime.

According to the prosecution, on
diverse dates between January 2015
and July 2019 in Dar es Salaam, and with
other persons, the accused knowingly
facilitated a criminal racket.

The state further claims that the
accused (in the second offence) failed
to pay taxes amounting to 173.247m/-
that was payable to the Tanzania
Revenue Authority (TRA).

In the third and final count, the
journalist is accused of obtaining
173.247m/-, while knowing that the said
money was the proceeds of offences,
namely: tax evasion and involvement
in organized crime.
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Zanzibar President Dr Ali Mohamed Shein swears in Khadija Khamis Rajab as Deputy Permanent Secretary for the Isles Industry and Trade ministry. The event was
held at State House in Zanzibar yesterday.

Businesses paralysed and passengers
stranded as drivers strike in Dodoma

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

Businesses and services in Dodoma
city were yesterday brought to
standstill for over six hours following
a strike by commuter bus drivers who
are demanding for small-scale traders
to leave Sabasaba station.

According to the drivers, the petty
traders have been putting their
products irregularly thus bringing
car pile- up and and inconvenience to
would be travelers.

The strike brought havoc in the area
as passengers were left stranded with
other being forced to find alternative
transport in order to go to work.

The chairman of the city’s drivers
association Shukuru Mushi said that
they reached the decision to send
peace message for the authorities to

take measures as the petty traders in
the areas were not only goers but also
bus operators. “We are not against
the city’s authority but our concern is
the safety of both travelers and bus
operators because the traders have
taken a big bar park the station which
left asmall park slot for the buses, this
brings inconveniences and risks safety
of the public as a whole,” he said.
According to him, the traders
are putting products like tomatoes,
onions, vegetables, shoes, clothes and
other merchandise at the bus station
something ‘which is not fair at all.’

“The situation is becoming worse as
the number of the traders is increasing
daily and this is a great threat to us...
there are also meat and maize rosters
at the station, this is a very great risk,”
he added.

Mushi futher added that the
congestion at the station had recently
one drivers went to jail after causing an
accident.

Amina Ramadhani, one of the
traders said that they are forced to do
businesses at the bus station due to
availability of customers.

“We are after customers and nothing

else this is why we come all the way to
this place only to hunt for custmoers
who can buy our products...,” she said.

Following the situation, Dodoma
city council director Godwin Kunambi
director all petty traders to leave the
area as the government is looking
for a better place for them to do their
businesses.

He wanted to get a list of the
traders at the station for the work to
commence immediately. “One of the
areas which the traders may use to
conduct businesses are Bonanza and
Sabasaba markets.

Education, Science, Technology and Vocational Training minister Prof Joyce Ndalichako addresses Tanzanian students who have landed Chinese Government
scholarships for this year. This was at a reception held in Dar es Salaam yesterday to bid them farewell. Right is China’s Ambassador to Tanzania, Wang Ke.

Govt appeals for more Chinese medical scholarships

By Correspondent James Kandoya

TANZANIA yesterday appealed to
Chinese government to reconsider
increasing the number of scholarships
for medical fields from 20 to 40 next
year to cover the shortage of experts in
the related field.

Minister for Education, Science and
Technology and Vocational Training
Prof Joyce Ndalichako made the appeal
at the farewell reception for Tanzanian
Students on 2019 China government
scholarship that was held in Dar es
salaam yesterday.

She said due to commitment of the
Chinese government, it has therefore
increased the number of scholarships
from 120 scholarship in 2018 to 259 this
year.

According to her, the decision had
come just one year since President

John Magufuli made the appeal to his
counterpart President of China, Xi
Jinping

“Indeed it is a fully commitment of
Chinese government following our
request to reconsider providing more
scholarships in medical studies, “she
said.

She said that in this year a total of 259
Tanzanians had acquired scholarships
to pursue courses in in finance, geology,
medical, construction and computer to
mention the few.

The minister noted that out of
61 students acquired scholarships
attended the farewell reception at
the embassy premises, 20 were from
medical studies while 41 students were
for other general studies.

“A  medical study is one of
the area that faces shortage of
experts. I therefore call on the

Chinese government to further
reconsider increasing the number
of scholarships in that particular
field,”she said.

Ndalichako said apart from medical
studies, there were also a need to train
other experts in the field of government
priorities such as Standard Gauge Rail
(SGR) and the J.N hydropower Plant
(Stigler’s Gorge).

For her part, the Chinese
Ambassador to Tanzania Wang Ke said
the cooperation in education has been
depended by china providing about
a hundred government scholarships
to Tanzania annually, and Tanzania
offering ten scholarships.

She said up to now China has
provided about 1900 government
scholarships and vocational training
programme for some 6,100 Tanzanians
to study in China.

The envoy added that along with
the deepening cooperation of mutual
benefit between China and Tanzania,
more and more Tanzania students
choose to study in China.

“Tanzania and China are good
friends, good brothers and good
partners. The belt and road initiative”
made in 2013 by president Xi Jinping of
China has been carried out successfully
in Tanzania, providing impetus and
industrialization efforts of Tanzania,”
she said.

The Ambassador Ke noted that up
to date, the Chinese enterprises have
invested a total of more that US $ 7
billion in Tanzania.

According to her, that was a result of
cooperation between the two countries
can be seen in all areas of Tanzania’s
economic development and all aspects
of people’s life

Open embassy in Dar,
tour groups urge Israel

FROM PAGE 1
will be able to travel to Israel without
the visa processing hurdle.

He said there is a good number of
Tanzanians who are interested in
visiting Israel to view numerous tourist
attractions there but they fail due to
visa processing complications.

He said that air transport between
Tanzania and Israel has been improved
SO tourist companies are now
encouraging more people to visit the
Middle East state, and also those from
Israel to visit Tanzania.

Another group of tourists is slated
for October, and like the current one,
it is also linked to various religious
groups which treat visiting Israel as a
pilgrimage.

The touring group leader, Fr.
Melodius Mlowe from the Njombe
Catholic diocese said that the tourists
are coming from various regions and
they have been encouraged to visit the
country to witness attractions there
but also for pilgrimage.

“Apart from the religious aspect, the

Tanzanians will be in a position to learn
a number of things there as the Middle
East nation is far more advanced in
science and technology..so sending
them there will give chance for them
to grab something be it in technology
or any kind of innovation,” he asserted.

Immaculate Tairo, one of the
travelers called on Tanzanians to build
a culture of visiting tourism attractions
in the country but also others abroad
S0 as to learn various opportunities for
their own enhancement.

“Tourism is not expensive as many
would think. It is just a matter of saving
little by little throughout the year or
even two years..If you are eager to
travel to a certain country, you start
saving until you get the money.”

Last year, Tanzania opened its
embassy in Tel Aviv to become the 15th
African state to establish full diplomatic
ties with the Middle East state. Israel
has also expressed its willingness to
open an embassy in Dar es Salaam to
strengthen diplomatic and economic
relations between the two countries.

Tanzania, Kenya mapping
border with new beacons

FROM PAGE 1

or simply disappeared, paving the way
for people to cross boundaries and
encroach other states, knowingly or
out of ignorance.

The Kenya International Boundaries
Officer, Juster Nkoroi said the exercise
follows a United Nations resolution
which directs the countries to
formalize boundaries drawn up at the
Berlin Conference of 1884.

“We have until 2022 to complete
the exercise. Initially the work was
supposed to be done in 2012 but the
deadline was extended to 2017 and as it
happens the target was again moved to
2022,” she explained.

The meetingis beingattended by land
surveyors, mapping and administrative
officials from the two countries.

Arusha Regional Commissioner,
Mrisho Gambo said his office will

contribute to the effort by informing
¢ elders and executive officers to
sensitize people so that they take part
in the exercise and assist in surveys.

On the Tanzanian side the exercise
has already covered the first part of
the border line from Tarime District
in Mara Region, down to Lake Natron
area via Loliondo and Sale divisions of
Ngorongoro District in Arusha Region.

The second phase will entail the
demarcation of the next part of
borderline from Lake Natron area, onto
Namanga, West Kilimanjaro to Tarakea
in Rombo District of Kilimanjaro
Region.

The country’s borders that run
through lakes and other water bodies
are to be measured and marked using
the ‘UN Convention on Law of the Sea’
(UNCLOS), the top ministerial official
remarked.
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A food vendor
at Mburahati
kwa Jongo in
Dar es Salaam
pictured yes-
terday cook-
ing ‘ugali’ for
sale. Thisis a
flour-based
dish popular
across Africa
and usually
served with
all manner of
stews, curries
or vegetables.

UK awards postgraduate scholarships
for five staff from Ministry of Finance

By Guardian Reporter

FINANCE and Planning Minister Dr
Philip Mpango yesterday handed out
awards to five officials in the latest
round of scholars from his ministry
who will travel to the UK in September
to begin their post graduate studies
funded by the UK.

The Scholarship Scheme,
implemented by the British Council
Tanzania, is funded by UK aid and
is part of a broader UK programme
launched in 2017 supporting the
Government of Tanzania to strengthen
macro-fiscal management, improve
public financial management systems
and increase domestic revenue.

Speaking at the award ceremony, Dr
Mpango said: “T am pleased to note that
the work performance of our staff that

have gone through this programme
is very impressive. On behalf of the
Government of the United Republic of
Tanzania, I wish to extend my sincere
appreciation to the Government of
UK through DFID for this important
support. This programme has added a
lot of value to the Government’s stock
of human capital.”

Also present at the launch was the
Head of the UK’s Department for
International Development (DFID) in
Tanzania, Beth Arthy.

For her part Arthy highlighted that
the scheme which is now in its third

year was a testament to the strong
partnership between Tanzania and the
United Kingdom.

Following completion of the
postgraduate course, staff will return
to serve in the Ministry. One of the
scholars said: “It is our belief that
after completing our course, we shall
apply the knowledge and experience
we learnt in UK to bring changes
in our community, implement our
industrialization policy, and help the
government to boost our economy and
reduce poverty in the country.”

UK aid is a brand used by the

UKs Department for International
Development (DFID) in  order
to acknowledge development
programmes that are funded by the UK
taxpayer. UK aid leads the UK’s work
to end extreme poverty. It tackles the
global challenges of our time including
poverty and disease, mass migration,
insecurity and conflict. UK aid’s work
is building a safer, healthier, more
prosperous world for people in the
developing countries and in UK too.

In Tanzania, UK aid works to boost
economic growth, create jobs and
tackle poverty.

Regional centres of
excellence in EAC
bloc up capacity in
healthcare delivery

By Guardian Reporter

THE East African Community has
expanded the region’s capacity to
deliver high quality health services
through the establishment of regional
centres of excellence (RCoEs) in the
Partner States.

EAC Deputy Secretary General in
charge of the Productive and Social
Sectors, Christophe Bazivamo, further
disclosed that the the RCoEs would also
provide quality education, vocational
training and research to students and
practitioners in the health sector.

Bazivamo named the RCOEs as those
for Kidney Diseases (Kenya); Heart
Diseases (Tanzania); Cancer (Uganda);
e-Health, Biomedical Engineering
and Health Rehabilitation Sciences
(Rwanda), and; Vaccines, Immunisation
and Health Supply Chain Management
(Rwanda).

“We cannot develop skills adequately
in these areas at the national level, but
we can do so through these Centres of
Excellence in the Partner States,” said
Bazivamo.

Bazivamo said it was anticipated that
the Centres of Excellence in health
would reduce the huge numbers of
East Africans travelling to India to seek
specialised medical care.

Bazivamo was speaking at the EAC
Headquarters when he received
three Senators from the Kenya Senate
Standing Committee on National
Cohesion, Equal Opportunity and
Regional Integration. The Senate
Committee is undertaking a fact-finding
mission to engage EAC Organs and
Institutions from 18th to 30th August,
2019. On the team were Senators Judy

Pareno, Mercy Chebeni and Christine
Zawadi.

The DSG briefed the Senators on
the progress made by the Community
in the four stages of integration,
namely: the Customs Union, Common
Market, Monetary Union and Political
Federation.

He cited some of the achievements
made by the EAC over the past
two decades as: increased intra-
regional trade, reduction of non-tariff
barriers, infrastructure development,
harmonisation of education systems
and curricula, development of the
EAC international e-passport, signing
of Mutual Recognition Agreements,
payment of tuition fees at local rates
by EAC nationals studying in other
Partner States, and increased cross-
border investment.

He singled out the tendency by
Partner States to prioritise national
programmes as opposed to those
agreed upon at the regional level
saying this posed challenges to the
implementation of EAC projects and
programmes.

In her remarks, Senator Judy Pareno
said that the Committee was on a
fact-finding mission to enable them
understand the EAC and the role of the
Community’s Organs and Institutions in
the implementation of the EAC Treaty,
in addition to their achievements and
challenges.

The Senators noted that there was
lack of awareness among East Africans
on the EAC integration process, adding
that Partner States governments and
the EAC should do more to sensitise
people at the grassroots on the
Community and its role in their lives.
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Government counsels youth to
g0 seeking maximum benefits
resulting from membership of
Tanzania in Sadc, other blocs

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

YOUTHS in the country have been
urged to tap into opportunities
that come along with Tanzania’s
membership in two of regional
economic blocs of the East African
Community (EAC) and the Southern
African  Development Community
(SADC)

The call was made by the minister
of State in the President’s Office,
(Regional Administration and Local
Government), Selemani Jafo, noting
that young people in the country stand
to benefit from both blocks.

Speaking while officiating at the
International Youth Day, nationally
celebrated here, the minister argued
that youths should go for opportunities
beyond the national borders.

He said, “Basing on what you have
showcased here at the meeting it is
very clear that Tanzanian youth have
the potential and ability to capture
market in the two regional blocks and
beyond”.

He reminded that the government
has done all it takes to build the
country’s image in the neighbouring
countries, making it easier for youth to
access market and other opportunities
abroad.

Jafo noted that this year’s theme
on the International Youth Day
“Transforming Education” is crucial
in considering how education can
help young people in the country
help themselves in nation building
strategies.

The minister also observed that the
theme is in line with the government’s
plans to provide quality education
for all, bearing in mind that the
industrialisation drive need educated

young people.

According to Jafo, the meeting
came at a time when the government
is working on how best to empower
youths, adding that resolutions from it
will be worked on by the government.

He noted that it was good that young
men and women from the 31 regions in
the country, 26 regions in the mainland
and five in the Isles are been brought
together for a common purpose.

He urged youths in the country to
be proactive, tap every opportunity in
the government plans, adding that the
government will always listen to them.

Jafo said that even the recent
government’s efforts to ensure that
district councils set aside money for
youths, women and the disabled is a
result of public outcry.

On his part, the Deputy Principal
Secretary of the Ministry of Youth,
Culture, Arts and Sports of Zanzibar,
Amour Hamil Bakari noted that both
governments have taken initiatives to
ensure youths are not left behind in
various development endeavours.

He added that towards 2020, a lot of
educational changes are taking place
and young people must have the right
attitude for the move.

Basing on what you have
showcased here at the
meeting it is very clear
that Tanzanian youth
have the potential and
ability to capture market
in the two regional blocks
and beyond

Kiswahili na Utamaduni (literally, Kiswahili & Culture) trainer Alex Anselem (L) teaches the language to Japanese nationals at a centre based at Msasani in Dar es

Salaam yesterday.

By Guardian Reporter

MINISTER of State, President’s Office,
Regional Administration and Local
Government, Selemani Jafo yesterday
handed over 3o vehicles worth 2.72bn/-
to regional education officers in a push
to strengthen development of the
sector in the country.

Speaking during the handing over
event yesterday in Dar es Salaam Jafo
said that the new bought Toyota land
cruiser vehicles should be distributed
to all education officers in the 26

Jafo hands over 2.72 billion/- worth of

vehicles to regional education officers

regions and the remaining four be given
to the ministry’s education department
to strengthen monitoring of the sector.

“In efforts to improve the education
sector in the country, availability
of reliable and quality transport to
our education officers is vital..the
government is now doing this in

practical for example we started by
renovating old schools whereby 62
schools were refurbished in the first
phase,” he said.

According to him, for a very long time
education officers have been grappling
with lack of reliable transport to enable
them to penetrate to rural areas to

monitor progress in the sector.

Minister Jafo wanted the officials to
make well use of the vehicles by taking
good care for them to last long and help
to bring the intended results.

Earlier, Eng Nyamhanga, the ministry
permanent secretary said that the
vehicles are worth 72m/- each.
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Southern Highland Zones.

Post:

Location: Mbeya

Position summary:

Mbeya Centre of Excellence | PO Box 2663
Mbeya Tanzania | Tel: +255-25-2500217

Mwanza Centre of Excellence | PO Box 5208
Mwanza, Tanzania | Tel: +255-28-2501236

VACANCY - Regional Project Officer

Baylor College of Medicine Children’s Foundation - Tanzania is a non-government organization
(NGO) dedicated to supporting the provision of high-quality, comprehensive HIV/AIDS care and treatment
to HIV - exposed and infected children and adolescents in the Lake and Southern Highlands Zones of
Tanzania. Baylor Tanzania is affiliated with Baylor International Pediatric AIDS Initiative (BIPAI) Network
which is headquartered at Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, Texas, USA. Baylor-Tanzania is funded
by the United State Agency for International Development (USAID), working to support the Government
of Tanzania through Ministry of Health, Community Development, Gender, Elderly and Children to
improve provision of services for children and adolescent infected and living with HIV in the Lake and

Regional Project Officer

The Regional Project Officer reports to the Zonal Program Manager and serves as liaison between the
COE and Scale Up districts. She/he advises field division management and requests clinical specialists
based on facility needs. She/he also represents Baylor-Tanzania by serving on regional health
committees and identifying activities for partnerships and appropriate commitment of resources

For details follow the following link:

http://jobs.baylortanzania.or.tz

Applications should reach Baylor - Tanzania not later than August 30th, 2019.

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS:
Addressed to:

The Executive Director, Baylor College of Medicine Children's

Foundation - Tanzania
P.O. Box 2663, Mbeya Tanzania
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CSOs appeal for inclusion of PWDs
in planning and execution of SDGs

By Correspondent Crispin Gerald

THE civil society organisations
have recommended enhancement
of 2 percent of the constituency
development funds for people with
disabilities (PWDs) in order to ensure
access of funds to promote economic
inclusion and entrepreneurship within
their communities.

That is according to the recent
launched report by Tanzania civil
society organisation analysing the
status of implementation of sustainable
development goals (SDGs) in the
country.

The CSO’s report responds to the
government report on the status
of implementation for sustainable
development  goals, which was
presented in the high level political
forum (HLPF) under the voluntary
National Review (VNR)

They said, there is a need to
increase visibility backed by data and
research findings to make the case for
increasing funding towards improved
interventions that aims at promoting
and protecting the welfare of persons
with disabilities in Tanzania.

The report added that there is a
need for establishment of the regional,
district and grassroot platform for
the people with disabilities in order
to encourage peer meetings and
interventions that aims at sharing
experiences and discussing issues

of concern and trigger action in the
communities.

A one-day session for launching the
report was prepared by FORUMCC,
in collaboration with Tanzania
Sustainable Development Platform
funded by Pan African Climate and
Environmental Justice Alliance
(PACJA) under the project for
strengthening partnership for effective
implementation of the agenda 2030 in
East Africa supported by GIZ.

“There is a need to establish
specific desks for PWDs in the inter-
ministerial sector in order to facilitate
easy communication and special
prioritization in accessing services,”
report said.

According to the report, people with
disabilities are often among the poorest
and most marginalized in society.

“Disability has a significant impact
on health, employment, education
and income generation,” the report
explained.

Lack of friendly infrastructure in
the premises where services are being
provided, is a major hindrance for
PWDs in accessing these services.

“There is a little inclusion of
persons with disabilities in the
planning, execution and monitoring
of the participation of PWDs has been
minimal,” the report reads further.

This is partly because most
policy makers do not have detailed
understanding and knowledge on

PWDs issues and the associated
challenges.

According to National Bureau of
Statistics (NBS), out of 3,450,986 people
with disability aged 5 years and above,
2,228,280 equivalents to 64.6percent
were literate, whereby the literacy rate
of PWDs in urban areas was higher
compared with that of rural areas
which is 58.7 percent.

For her part country director
for action on disability and
development International
Tanzania (ADD) Rose Tesha thanked
the government for including PWDs
in the report that was presented
in the higher level political forum
(HLPF), contrary to former reports
which didn’t include them.

“We  therefore  request the
government report to be sustainable
and to ensure that schools are having
enough and professional teachers
together with better infrastructures for
PWDs,” she emphasized.

Tesha added that there is a need for
more advocacies to PWDs to help them
understand what is planned for them in
order to benefit from it. This is because
we believe people with disabilities
are able enough to contribute to the
economy.

“Data for people with disabilities
needs to be systematically analyzed in
order to know how many of them are
there to simplify allocation of resources
to them,” she explained.
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Faced with a biting shortage of tap water, residents of Goba in suburban Dar es Salaam make do with water from a
shallow well in washing their clothes, as found yesterday.
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DC in Korogwe dishes
out 1.6m/- for roofing
12 classrooms, toilets

By Correspondent Ibrahim Bakari

KOROGWE District Commissioner Kissa
Gwakisa has dished out construction mate-
rials worth 1.6m/- for roofing 12 classrooms
and toilets in the district town council.

The donation is is part of the DC’s con-
tribution to the campaign called ‘Nivushe
nitimize ndoto zangu’ which literally means
assist me to realise my dreams, which tar-
gets to build more classroom, mobilise re-
sources to improve teaching and learning
environment in the district.

The classrooms are being built by Brac
Tanzania—an international non-govern-
ment organisation, which has been imple-
menting education programmes for early
childhood, and secondary education for
those who missed it and vocational and life
skills training to girls and youth.

In Korogwe Town Council (KTC), the
NGO has been executing the programmes
through ‘Education Empowerment and Life
skills for Adolescent girls and Young Chil-
dren (EELAYC) project’.

Speaking soon after handing over the
donation, DC Gwakisa lauded the contribu-

tion made by Brac-Tanzania, through then
Norwegian Agency for Development Coop-
eration (Norad) support in complementing
government’s efforts to improve teaching
and learning environment in schools.

“As government we’ve the responsibility
of contributing building materials for the
construction of those classrooms,” the DC
said, adding: “KTC is also a key player in
ensuring that all girls have accesss to educa-
tion.”

For his part, Brac-Tanzania, Tanga office
manager Manoa William said EELAYC pro-
ject in KTC started in 2018, targeting girls
who missed out secondary education by
providing secondary education through
qualifying tests and through National Elder-
ly Education Programme.

He explained that current there about
206 registered girls who are studying sec-
ondary education programme through
evening classes into 12 centres in Korogwe
town council who are also being taught life
skills and 347 children between 3-5 years
who registered for early childhood educa-
tion. He also noted the 12 classrooms cost
80m/- and the toilets cost 16m/-.
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Foreign Affairs, East Africa, Regional and International Cooperation minister Prof Palamagamba Kabudi (R) has his Tigo SIM-card registered at the
weekend through the biometric process at the mobile phone service provider’s booth at the venue of the 39th Southern African Community (SADC) Heads
of State and Government Summit held in Dar es Salaam. The firm was the official internet provider for the summit, which saw President John Magufuli
assume the 16-nation bloc’s revolving chairmanship and the minister take over as chairman of its Council of Ministers.

CCBRT and Equinor Tanzania launch obstetric fistula treatment programme

By Guardian Reporter

THE Dar es  Salaam-based
Comprehensive Community Based
Rehabilitation in Tanzania (CCBRT)
hospital in collaboration with Equinor
Tanzania and the Lindi regional health
management team has launched a
two-year obstetric fistula treatment
programme.

Speaking  during the launch
ceremony at Mpilipili primary school
grounds in the Lindi district, CCBRT’s

Chief Executive Officer, Brenda Msangi,
expressed her profound gratitude to
Equinor Tanzania for their generous
support for Tanzanian women
who suffer from obstetric fistula, a
preventable and treatable medical
condition caused by prolonged,
obstructed labour.

With estimates that around 3,000
women in Tanzania develop the
condition every year, a significant
unmet need for comprehensive
treatment remains.

It is for this reason, in 2012 CCBRT
launched the campaign “Fistula is
Treatable” to raise national awareness
and promote treatment, with the
support of the government and
other key stakeholders. “Obstetric
fistula is one of the most serious and
tragic injuries that can occur during
childbirth in which women are left
incontinent; uncontrollably leaking
urine and/or faeces.

Women who face this condition are
subject to stigma and discrimination

in their communities, and face
uncertainty about having more
children, divorce, depression, social
isolation and deepening poverty.

Ensuring fistula treatment is available
within the region will encourage more
women living with this condition
to show up and get treated, hence
allowing them to recover from the
emotional trauma and social isolation
that comes with fistula.

The condition has been virtually
eliminated in the worlds wealthier

countries, so with partners like Equinor
we know that we can eliminate fistula
in Tanzania”, said Brenda.

Equinor Tanzania has generously
committed USD 100,000 for CCBRT to
facilitate treatment for 80 women who
suffer from fistula in the Lindi Region
over two years.

Equinor Tanzania Country Manager,
Dr. Mette Halvorsen Ottoy, explained:
“At Equinor, we believe the way
we deliver is as important as what
we deliver. In Tanzania, we have

discovered gas and we are working
towards the development of resources.
But we also recognize the need to
partner with the local communities
hosting our business, for mutual
growth and development”.

She added that Equinor is humbled to
be part of this important initiative, as a
partner of CCBRT and the Government
of Tanzania, to engage closely with
the local community and support
initiatives that enhance community’s
social and economic progress.

“FSDT

FINAMNCIAL SECTOR DEEPENING TRLUST

TITLE: REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR SUPPLY OF TANZANIA INSTANT
PAYMENT SYSTEM (TIPS) HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE TO THE FINANCIAL
SECTOR DEEPENING TRUST (FSDT) ON BEHALF OF THE BANK OF TANZANIA

1. INTRODUCTION

TERMS OF REFERENCE

The Financial Sector Deepening Trust (FSDT) was incorporated in Tanzania on 1st July 2004. The FSDT's overall aim
is to make contribution to All Tanzanians to (derive value) from regular use of financial services which are delivered
with dignity and fairess. FSDT's objective are:

1. Advocating for an improved policy, institutional, legal and regulatory framework at national and sub-national

levels of financial services

2. Promoting more relevant market infrastructure and ways to reduce transaction costs between FSPs and potential

clients

3. Stimulating improved access to financial products and services that respond to the needs of MSMEs
4. Stimulating improved access to financial products and services that respond to the needs of households and

individual.

FSDT, is facilitating the Bank of Tanzania (BoT) in developing and implementing the Tanzania Instant Payment System
(TIPS), that is an Interoperable national real time payment platform to be used by all Financial Services Providers

2. OBJECTIVES OF THE ASSIGNMENT
Financial Deepening Trust Fund on behalf of the Bank of Tanzania, intends to acquire a Supplier(s) to provide the
Hardware and/or Software to BoT that will host and support TIPS operations

3. SCOPE OF WORK

1. Supplying at the most competitive rates, the software and/or hardware based on the specifications provided in

Annex 1 and Annex 2.

2. Providing Technical Support as and when needed, so as to ensure the software and hardware is correctly
installed and configured works as required

3. Providing training and support to a maximum of 5 selected Bank of Tanzania staff on installation, configuration
and effectively using the hardware and software as well as providing manuals

4. Provide three (3) months post implementation/installation support

4. SUBMISSION

215381101

The deadline for submission of the proposal documents is 1600hours EAT on the 30 August 2019. Submission after

this time will not be considered

For more details on application requirements, full scope of work and detailed requirements visit
www.fsdt.or.tz/opportunities. We only consider applications that adhere to expression of interest

requirements.

Benki ya Taifa ya Biashara
inampongeza Mheshimiwa Rais
wetu Dkt. John Pombe Magufuli kwa

kuwa Mwenyeketi mpya wa SADC.

www.nbc.co.tz

215380601

Benki ya Taifa la Wazalendo

Benki ya Taifa ya Biashara
Daima Karibu Nawe.
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By Special Correspondent, Kigali

THE president of the African
Development Bank Akinwumi Adesina
has warned that Africa will face 100
million jobless citizens by 2050 if it
doesn’t invest in the sort of high-tech
entrepreneurship which has made
Palo Alto a global landmark.

Adesina is one of the continent’s
most respected economic thinkers,
believes it’s time for the continent to
start building Googles and Facebooks
of its own.

Adesina’s remarks come as the region
is already in the grip of a startup boom.
Hordes of talented young professionals,
frustrated by a lack of opportunities in
Europe and the U.S., are returning to
¥ their home countries in a trend dubbed
‘the brain gain’, and they’ve helped
create over 400 innovation hubs from

Mbeya regional commissioner Albert Chalamila (C, wearing a hat) takes a breather alongside residents of Kambikatoto
in Chunya District when members of the region’s defence and security committee toured development projects in the
ward at the weekend. Pastoralists in the area contribute 3.3m/- towards the construction of teachers’ houses.

Health ministers meet in Brazzaville
for talks on state of health in Africa

By Guardian Reporter

HEALTH Ministers from 47 African
countries are meeting in will meet in

meeting, which kicked off yesterday
is meant to raise awareness on the
importance of physical exercise.

The panelists include WHO Director-

and
achievement

Goal

innovations to facilitate the
of universal
coverage and Sustainable Development
This new strategy, if endorsed

Marrakesh to Dakar.

With the backing of investment
funds such as Africa50, which has
created a risk capital fund worth
$870 million specifically for early-
stage startups, many commentators
are speculating that Africa will soon
have its own version of Silicon Valley.
In Kigali, this excitement is reaching
a fever pitch.

A $2 billion tech colony known as
Kigali Innovation City is soaring in
the hills above the capital, backed by
$400 million from Africa50. The hub
will house technology firms, biotech
companies and academic centres
of excellence. The ultimate aim is

health

Congo Brazzaville for the 69th session
of the World Health Organization
(WHO) Regional Committee for Africa.

The Regional Committee is the WHO
decision-making body in the region,
convening once a year to discuss and
endorse regional policies, activities
and financial plans to improve people’s
health.

According to a statement issued
yesterday, more than 400 participants,
including WHO  Director-General
Tedros Ghebreyesus, WHO Regional
Director for Africa Dr Matshidiso Moeti,
ministers of health from the 47 member
states, senior health ministry officials,
representatives of UN agencies, civil
society, bilateral and multilateral
organizations and other development
partners, are expected to attend this
annual flagship event.

The five-day health promotion

General Tedros Ghebreyesus; WHO
Regional Director for Africa Dr
Matshidiso Moeti; and Minister of
Health, Republic of Congo Jacqueline
Lydia Mikolo.

The report on the implementation
of the Transformation Agenda - the
reform programme of the WHO
Secretariat in the African Region will
be presented by Dr Moeti, the Regional
Director. The report will highlight
successes achieved and challenges
faced by WHO as it supports countries
to improve health and well-being
across the region.

With each of the 47 countries in
the region facing health security
threats that exact an enormous
human and economic toll, there is
need for a new strategy that draws
on lessons learned and takes into
consideration contemporary evidence

and implemented, will improve early
detection and reporting of priority
diseases and outbreaks, leading
to an effective response and thus
strengthening countries’ capacity for
public health emergency preparedness
and response at all levels.

Changing lifestyles, prevailing food
production processes and marketing
practices have led to an increasing
consumption of inexpensive
processed foods of low nutritional
quality with high energy, fat and
salt content. This has contributed
to an increase in the number of
undernourished people in sub-
Saharan Africa, from 181 million in
2010 to almost 222 million in 2016.
The strategy provides guidance to
countries to stem the tide of rising
malnutrition, obesity and diet-related
non-communicable diseases by 2025.

to create over 50,000 jobs a year, as
well as minting 30,000 graduates and
securing a combined $450 million in
exports and FDI.

It's all part of Vision 2020, a policy
blueprint launched by Rwandan
President Paul Kagame when he
was elected in 2000. Kagame, still in
office nearly two decades on, has long
dreamed of turning Rwanda into a
middle-income state. As Vision 2020
makes clear, entrepreneurship is
“the backbone” of this development,
reducing Rwanda’s reliance on
international funding.

To this end, Kagame has introduced
a raft of ambitious policies for
prospective entrepreneurs. His
government has created the Doing
Business Steering Committee, with a
specific remit to slash red tape, and
requirements for starting a business

have been drastically simplified; in fact,
the whole process now takes as little as
three days.

New investment laws, aimed partly at
foreign firms, offer a string of tempting
tax breaks, and recent insolvency
legislation is designed to strengthen
confidence while making it easier to
access credit.

The reforms have certainly had an
impact. The World Bank says Rwanda
is now the 29th easiest country in the
world to do business; it’s also been
named the best place in Africa to get
credit.

Kagame has succeeded in wooing
global blue-chips such as Visa, and he’s
now he’s determined to cement Kigali’s
reputation as a global hub through
initiatives such as a recent summit,
which drew over 100 youth leaders for
entrepreneurship training.

Rwanda is not the only African
country determined to become a
magnet for entrepreneurs. Senegal
is rolling out a new $50 million fund
for digital projects, specifically aimed
at women and young people. Dakar
aims to train 100,000 entrepreneurs
and is in the process of streamlining
the administrative procedure to start a
business.

The latest measures to support
entrepreneurs are part of Senegalese
president Macky Sall's pro-business
economic masterplan. The Sall
administration has also taken steps to
curry foreign investment, promising
international firms that theyll get
the same treatment as their domestic
counterparts and their property will
never be snatched away from them.

Sall’s  courting of  foreign
investment marks a sharp contrast
from former Senegalese leader
Abdoulaye Wade’s regime, which
was notorious for its treatment of
foreign firms such as Millicom-
ordered to pay a $200 million bribe
by the president’s son.

Sall's election in 2012 provoked
a sea change, as the new president
made cracking down on corruption
a top priority. Sall has tried to repair
the damage done by Wade’s tenure
with a brand-new anti-corruption
body, which has helped the country
rise steadily through Transparency
International’s Corruption Perceptions
Index. It now ranks as one of the least
corrupt countries in Africa, providing

High-tech entrepreneurship now
best sector to invest, advises AfDB

solid backing for Sall's pro-business
drive.

Certain key sectors, such as
agriculture, are particularly in the Sall
administration’s sights. As the president
explained at the recent Tony Elumelu
entrepreneurship forum, “We must
have the capacity to feed our continent
and that means developing agricultural
entrepreneurship—especially with
young people in mind. Because if
agriculture is modernized, we’ll have
hundreds of millions of young people
who could be entrepreneurs in the
agricultural sector, prospering and
developing businesses”.

If anything, the impact of these
reforms has been even more dramatic
than in Rwanda. Senegal now boasts
the continent’s third-fastest-growing
economy, with annual GDP growth
of 7%. Not only that, but Dakar is
becoming a tech hub to rival Kigali,
with plans for 35,000 ICT jobs by
2025.

A new innovation centre is set
to open in Dakar in 2021 to bolster
the country’s SMEs, with 20,000
square metres of laboratories, offices
and a business incubator. Just as
Sall intended, Senegal is earning a
particularly strong reputation for
female entrepreneurship, with women
developing everything from medical
QR codes to apps that prevent domestic
violence.

Senegal and Rwanda offer an
encouraging blueprint for other
African countries to follow, after early
attempts to create a global technology
hub on the continent fizzled out.
Kenya rolled out lavish plans for a
technopolis in the town of Konza
way back in 2013; the complex has
yet to materialize. At about the same
time as Konza was being rolled out,
Ghana’s then-president John Mahama
was burying the ceremonial spade
on Hope City, an ICT monolith which
would create 50,000 jobs. Today, the
project is effectively dead.

Rwanda and Senegal’s successes,
however, are likely to resuscitate their
neighbours’ digital entrepreneurship
hopes. Uganda, for example, which is
still battling Ebola and struggling to
reverse chronic youth unemployment,
is pushing people towards
entrepreneurship — in the hope of
realizing the sort of progress seen in
Kigali and Dakar.

Conservation: Chome Nature
Forest Reserve proves useful

By Correspondent John Ngunge

VEGETATION cover has started resurfacing in
the Chome Nature Forest Reserve in Same District
of Kilimanjaro Region, thanks to the conservation
efforts made by different environmental
stakeholders.

“In the past the situation was bad as people used
to invade the forest for charcoal, timber and illegal
mining activities, but after adopting a number
of interventions, things started improving,” said
Sosthenes Rwamugira, principal Conservation
Officer at Chome Forest Nature Reserve.

He attested that the situation in then forest
has been improving and people living around it
are now aware of the dangers of unsustainable
management of forests.

“The situation weTre seeing now is results
of number players, from the government and
environmental organizations, which chipped-
in and evicted illegal loggers and miners who
stormed into the forest as they were looking for
alluvial gold,” he said, adding;

‘We have been working together with Eastern
Arc Mountains Conservation Endowment Fund
(EAMCEF) in conserving the forest since 2012,
where they donated about 28m/- each year for
conservation purposes.”

Rwamugira said: “The impact of the
interventions is clearly observed as vegetation
cover has rejuvenated and the number of tourists
visiting the nature reserve has also increased.”

The highest altitude in the reserve has Shengena
peak, covering 14,231 hectares of various forest
types.

The reserve, which sits in the part of the Eastern
Arc mountains, nominated for the World Heritage
List in 2010, has numerous bird species and
several types of monkeys.

“All these are key features that lure more
tourists,” Rwamugira said.

Senior land and environmental officer from
Same District Council, John Nnko, said that
multiple approaches were deployed to make
the campaign against illegal loggers and miners
successful.

Apart from evicting illegal loggers and miners,

Nnko said that local communities were trained
on various entrepreneurship skills that helped
to reduce pressure to the nature reserve such as
building charcoal-saving stoves, beekeeping, and
butterfly farming.

Muheza-based EAMCEF coordinator Magreth
Victor also revealed that among other initiative
made by the fund is to engage local communities
in refilling open gold pit mines in the reserve and
direct the river to its normal direction as well as
replanting natural trees.

“As you can see, the situation at this area has
recovered, we are seeing this new plants growing
and the river having restored,” she said.

In collaboration with the government, the fund
has been supporting patrols in the reserve against
invaders, rehabilitation of roads around the
reserve and helping nearby villagers with income
generating projects.

Funds’ assistant conservator, Halfayo Ngoma,
admitted the invasion of illegal loggers and miners
in 2010 in the forest puts the reserve on the verge
of extinction. “Water in the river that passes at the
heart of the nature reserve was polluted by illegal
miners. But, now the situation has normalized,”
he said, commending the joint efforts made by
EAMCEF and other stakeholders in rescuing the
nature forest reserve.

EAMCEF executive director, Francis Sabuni said
that the implementation of forest conservation
and management projects aimed to achieve
effective biodiversity conservation and improved
forest.

He said that the Eastern Arc Mountain Forests
being major catchment areas which collectively
provide water for many regions such as Morogoro,
Dodoma, Iringa, Coast, Tanga and Dar es Salaam
and most of the major industries in the country.

He said that in total these mountain catchments
supply water to over 25% of the more than 50
million Tanzania Mainland populations.

EAMCEF had been supporting more than
400 projects worth about 6.3bn/- in six major
mountains blocks that consist a network of eight
nature reserves and one National Park stretching
in four regions and 11 district councils from August
2006 to December 2018.
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An Estim construction firm worker plays his part in the ongoing first-phase expansion of the stretch of Morogoro Road running from Dar es
Salaam suburb Kimara to Kibaha in Coast Region into a six-lane dual carriageway, as captured at Kimara Stop Over yesterday.

By Angela Barnes

ELEPHANT ivory and the fate of mako
sharks were high on the agenda at a wildlife
conference in Geneva.

The Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species (CITES) regulates
the buying and selling of species at risk of
extinction around the world.

Discussions between the 183 signatories of
CITES got underway on Saturday and are set
to run until August 28. They will consider 56
proposals covering 36,000 species.

The animals being discussed include
pangolins (scaly anteaters) — hunted for their
protective scales, which are used in traditional
Chinese medicine — rhinos, Asian big cats, and

cheetahs.

services.

Global trade in shark fins is driving demand
for mako sharks, guitarfish and wedgefish,
driving them to extinction, according to CITES.

African elephants also remain a species
of concern — a global ban on ivory sales was
imposed in 1989 to curb poaching.

Botswana, Namibia, South Africa and
Zimbabwe are now seeking to open up ivory
trade under certain conditions, according to
Tom De Meulenaer, chief of CITES scientific

De Meulener
countries were arguing that they now manage
elephant numbers well.

Kaddu Sebunya, CEO of the African Wildlife
Foundation and a leading conservationist,
said: “We are losing 35 million elephants on the
continent annually so this is not sustainable.

“The numbers are now less than half a
million. You do the math. We will have no
African elephants left in the next coming
centuries so this is a very very big problem for

Elephants and sharks high on agenda at
the CITES wildlife convention in Geneva

said southern African

us on the continent.”
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Tactical use of bush meat can
help cut hunger, malnutrition

NTHUSIASTS of roasted

meat in open air spots are

grinning with expectation

after  the  government
announced that it will be putting
hippos on sale to reduce dangers to
people living near rivers and lakes
infested with the animals, along with
a much smaller margin of crocodiles.
There was a sharp difference in the
position of the government concerning
the two animals, which appears to
be strategic in nature as only ten per
cent of crocodiles are to be placed
on auction, while any hippos will be
hunted. It implies that the Ministry
of Natural Resources and Tourism is
protecting crocodiles but why not in
the reserves?

If anything, it is crocodile hunting
that would be fun to tourists as their
skin is often valued, unless there are
protective conventions in the CITES or
other global accords, where crocodiles
are listed in some auxiliary list as
needing a minimum of protection.
But the local record in Tanzania for
example is quite different, as it is
rapidly becoming evident for elephants
as well, that despite the global cry for
the protection of this imposing beast,
the level of destruction at the local
level is rising. That means there needs
to be a wider avenue to making some
revenues or even bush meant use out
of crocodiles as well.

One area which can help authorities
put the bush meat to good use is
directing the meat not to the market
and dampen profits and productivity of
livestock herders but to people needing
assistance of public authorities in one
form or another. One such category is
hospitalized people, another would
be young people in schools who get a

paltry meat diet if any, while the meat
that would be offloaded to society
could as well be targeted in a way to
needy families. Some kind of labour
exchange could as well be sought out
in exchange for the meat, especially
where the claimants are men to pay for
likely misuse.

The problem that comes up is
whether the ministry has a workable
infrastructure to direct the bush meat
bonanza for charitable purposes
instead of simply whetting appetites
and risking raising levels of blood
pressure, diabetes etc owing to cheap
roasted meat. A slight or significant
impact on the profit margin of livestock
keepers would also be noticed, though
this may have a positive aspect of easing
access to meat for poor families. There
is certain amount of complication in
how the bush meat prospect is not just
added to the market but put to more
uses than markets, in case it can be
arranged.

One possible modality is what is
usually known as a public-private
partnership, that organizations that are
concerned with nutrition in assisted
areas like hospitals, prisons, families
receiving subsidies for instance the
Social Action Trust Fund (SATF) and
even public health facilities where
lactating women report from time to
time, can do the job. They can work
with an interested party that can
carry out such hunting after obtaining
a permit, and put up a modality for
charitable disposal of at least a portion
of animals they hunt. This hasn’t so far
been mooted but it would help to make
better use of resources, as it would
improve nutrition to an extent, and any
extent is good to obviate deficits like
stunted children.

Africa needs more appropriate
technology for milk production

ILK is a nutrient-

rich, white liquid

food produced by the

mammary glands of
mammals. It is the primary source
of nutrition for infant mammals
(including humans who are breastfed)
before they are able to digest other
types of food. Early-lactation milk
contains colostrum, which carries the
mother’s antibodies to its young and
can reduce the risk of many diseases.
It contains many other nutrients
including protein and lactose.
Interspecies consumption of milk is
not uncommon, particularly among
humans, many of whom consume the
milk of other mammals.

As an agricultural product, milk,
also called dairy milk, is extracted
from farm animals during or soon
after pregnancy. Dairy farms produced
about 730 million tonnes of milk in
2011, from 260 million dairy cows.
India is the world’s largest producer
of milk, and is the leading exporter of
skimmed milk powder, yet it exports
few other milk products.

The ever increasing rise in domestic
demand for dairy products and a large
demand-supply gap could lead to India
being a net importer of dairy products
in the future. New Zealand, Germany
and the Netherlands are the largest
exporters of milk products. China
and Russia were the world’s largest
importers of milk and milk products
until 2016 when both countries
became self-sufficient, contributing to
a worldwide glut of milk.

Throughout the world, more than six
billion people consume milk and milk
products. Over 750 million people live
in dairy farming households.

Africa’s milk production is on the
decline even as production in Europe,
Asia and America rises, according to a
report published recently.

This is not because Africa lacks the
potential but due to lack of appropriate
technology. According to the Food and
Agricult

ural Organization, Africa produced
354 metric tonnes in 2017This
represents 5.2 per cent of the total
global production of cow milk of 675.6
metric tonnes in 2017.

One of the key challenge in the East
Africaregiondairy industry ison how to
increase productivity and production
of milk to meet the increasing market
demand for milk and milk products.

Increasing urbanization, growth of
the middle increase, and increased
awareness by consumers on milk
quality and safety have cumulatively
expanded the market for quality and
safe milk and milk products,says the
report.

To address this, the East Africa
governments should explore on several
strategies to promote medium to large
scale milk production through private
investments and cooperative based
dairy production units.

The future of the national, regional,
and global dairy industry is dependent
on efficiency throughout the value
chain, compliance to regulatory
and market requirements, value
addition, technology adoption, and
environmental conservation, among
other factors, adds the report.

According to the UN food agency,
Africa has the potential to increase milk
production and meet the requirements
of the 1.2 billion inhabitants and leave
a surplus for exports, with adoption
and implementation of appropriate
strategies.

Data from FAO shows that global
exports of dairy products, in milk
equivalents, increased from 72.9
million tonnes in 2017 to 75 million
tonnes in 2018, a growth of three
percent.
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Humanitarian action in Africa: Children’s
rights are first - a call for practical action

By Richard Kgomotso Montsho

HILDREN’S rights are the
human rights of children
with particular attention
to the rights of special
protection and care afforded to minors.
The 1989 Convention on the Rights
of the Child defines a child as “any
human being below the age of eighteen
years, unless under the law applicable
to the child, majority is attained
earlier.” Children’s rights include their
right to association with both parents,
human identity as well as the basic
needs for physical protection, food,
universal state-paid education, health
care, and criminal laws appropriate
for the age and development of
the child, equal protection of the
child’s civil rights, and freedom from
discrimination on the basis of the
child’s race, gender, sexual orientation,
gender identity, national origin,
religion, disability, colour, ethnicity, or
other characteristics. Interpretations
of children’s rights range from allowing
children the capacity for autonomous
action to the enforcement of children
being physically, mentally and
emotionally free from abuse, though
what constitutes “abuse” is a matter of
debate. Other definitions include the
rights to care and nurturing. There
are no definitions of other terms used
to describe young people such as
“adolescents”, “teenagers”, or “youth”
in international law, but the children’s
rights movement is considered distinct
from the youth rights movement. The
field of children’s rights spans the fields
of law, politics, religion, and morality

There is an emerging narrative that
seems to emphasize that children’s
rights must not be presented as
exclusive but should also come with
responsibilities for the children. While
this school of thought is reasonable,
there is a need to draw our attention
to the fact that, the African continent
is not even halfway towards realising
Africa’s Agenda for Children 2040.
Africa’s Agenda for Children presents
ten (10) aspirations that require
practical and deliberate actions
to translate children’s rights into a
reality. These aspirations speak to the
fundamental rights of children living
on the continent.

These aspirations will once
again come to the spotlight as we
commemorate the Day of the African
Child this June 16. The theme for this
year; “Humanitarian Action in Africa:
Children’s Rights First” places emphasis
on countries to ensure that ‘every child
is protected against violence, and
‘every child is free from the impact of
armed conflicts and other disasters
or emergency situations. Both these

issues are critical in the African Agenda
for Children 2040.

While the entire continent is
celebrating the Day of African Child;
the reality for an African Child is still
shocking and disturbing. The statistics
and reports reveal disturbing facts that
should not be ignored.

In South Africa,the estimated child
homicide rate is 5.5 homicides per
100 000 children, which is more
than twice the global average. This is
a glaring statistic that illustrates the
need for urgent action in addressing
child protection in South Africa.
In Mozambique, 1 million children
were affected by Cyclone Idai and
subsequent floods. This means 1 million
more children who have been left
homeless, orphaned, or out of school
on the African continent and in need
of urgent humanitarian assistance for
their survival and development.

The violence in the border region
between Mali, Burkina Faso andNiger
has left 1,478 schools closed. This
presents a huge challenge in so far as
access to education for children in
that region is concerned. In northeast
Nigeria, armed groups, including Boko
Haram abducted 110 girls and one boy
from a school. In the Central African
Republic, a dramatic resurgence in
fighting has enveloped much of the
country, with two out of three children
in need of humanitarian assistance.
Not only are they at risk because of the
conflict in the region but they are going
to be left behind with limited access to

skills that could have improved their
future.

Image by Sasin Tipchai from Pixabay

In South Sudan, more than one
million children under age 5 are
estimated to be acutely malnourished,
including more than 273,600 who are
severely malnourished due to drought.
(OCHA, 13 Feb 2017). In Uganda, almost
one-third of children under 5 years
are stunted. Stunting increases with
age, peaking at 37 percent among
children 18-35 months. (UBOS and ICF
2018). Stunting is the result of growing
under limited provision of food, health,
and care. Research has shown that
stunting has a huge impact on not only
the children’s development but the
continent’s progress in the long term.

The glaring statistics shared above do
not present a caring ‘Mother Africa’ that
is fit for her children. This demonstrate
that Africa requires a lot of practical
actions to protect her children. Thus, as
we celebrate the 2019 Day of the African
Child, we should always remember the
brave action children took in defence
of their rights on the 16th June in
Soweto, South Africa. The fundamental
question is, what should we do to
lessen the sufferings experienced by
children across the continent?

The effect of humanitarian crises
leads to hunger, malnutrition, abuse,
lack of access to education and health
care, which pause a serious threat to the
survival, development and protection
of the children on the continent.
Therefore, the 2019 Day of the African

Child should highlight the huge task
ahead of the African leaders, child
rights actors and all key stakeholders
in promoting and protecting the rights
of children and facilitating unlimited
access to comprehensive care and
basic services to all affected children.
The 2019 DAC should also be a moment
of reflection on the continent’s
commitments in fostering an Africa
fit for Children. But most importantly,
a moment to call for urgent practical
actions that prioritise children’s safety,
wellbeing, protection, education and
health in the country budgets, policies,
prevention and response programmes.

Richard Kgomotso Montsho is
the Children’s Rights Manger at
the Graca Machel Trust. He has 15
years’ experience in promoting and
protecting children’s social, economic,
protective, civil and political rights.
He actively participates in the child
rights reporting processes to the
treaty bodies such as the African
Committee of Experts on the Rights
and Welfare of the Child and the UN
Committee on the Rights of the Child.
He is an active member of the Civil
Society Organisation forum in the
continent. He is a great advocate for
meaningful child participation; to this
end he initiated South Africa’s first
Children’s Complimentary report to
the African Committee of Experts on
the Rights and Welfare of the Child and
initiated the development of the South
Africa’s National Child Participation
Framework.
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By Nimi Mweta

ROCUREMENT rather loosely

defined is the process by which

public organizations purchase

goods, the rules they are re-
quired to follow, etc. Private organiza-
tions are also covered by these regula-
tions but the scale differs, whether it is in
the range of total value of goods or in the
sourcing, as both national interests and
fair play between suppliers of various
goods - as well as defrauding sharehold-
ers or partners by wrongful purchasing
- are all targeted by regulations. Procure-
ment is supposed to be ruled by market
dictates, but procurement regulation is
mostly the opposite, and when one seeks
to attain auxiliary political objectives, it is
further complicated.

Attaining regional integration by sourc-
ing of public goods and services within
the member states of the Southern Af-
rica Development Community (SADC) is
in a sense at odds with current emphasis
on removing non-tariff barriers in trade
within and between countries. For pro-
curement restriction is a particularly il-
lustrative example of non-tariff barriers,
where the portion of the market (that
is, of potential suppliers of goods or ser-
vices) being targeted for exclusion can’t
address the matter commercially, e.g. by
lowering their price quotations. Being ex-
cluded for other reasons than pricing or
sanitary and phyto-sanitary considera-
tions is market disruptive.

Global procurement data shows that
‘in the Middle East and Africa, central
government purchases range from 9
per cent to 13 per cent of a country’s to-

tal economy, indicating that public pro-
curement plays a vital role in a country’
A study in that direction says that ‘public
procurement has important economic
and political implications, and ensuring
that the process is economical and effi-
cient is crucial.” The trouble with SADC
intra-regional procurement drive is that
it adds another parameter of localizing
procurement at the regional level, or ex-
tending it so.

While ordinary rules governing pro-

curement require a vast stakehold-
er comprehension drive or culti-
vated habit that is well understood
across the spectrum of actors, re-
directing such efforts to a SADC di-
mension is tricky. It may involve the
waiving of standard requirements
to obviate the likely result, where
the outcome is a targeted SADC en-
trepreneur or public entity. That is
not easy to reconcile with market
and stakeholder prerogatives un-

less the benefiting company has
links with the stakeholders it seeks
to eliminate - that is, in favoring one
of them by a side door.

Unlike the simple act of purchas-
ing goods where an individual de-
cides what goods he or she needs
and where they can be bought,
procurement is different as it has
a range of stakeholders or vested
interested parties, protected by law
in that expression of interest. This

means that the buyer or purchas-
ing organization can’t look aside,
ignore those interest holders in
the vicinity and pick someone
else far from that location, by
own fancies as it were. In Tanza-
nia a scenario of this sort arose,
on the basis of a parliamentary
inquiry, which became the Rich-
mond scandal. That is why any
procurement diversion from
localized interested parties has
to be of utmost importance to a
country, in the sense that it is the
government that looks outside
and picks the relevant entity, or
country that entity exists, either
for more comfortable prices or
bilateral ties.

It means that governments in
the SADC zone will have to fur-
nish reasons acceptable to lob-
bies back home for redirecting
procurement sourcing from local
companies to regional stakehold-
ers. It is unlikely that this will be
done by simply extending the
breadth of citizenship require-
ments for bidders, but usually
the presence of a local branch or
subsidiary - in which cast it is a
locally registered firm with a parent
company - many suffice. Yet there
are issues of local content, and in
that case that subsidiary will have
to be manufacturing the product,
which is procuring locally.

That is why common market
structures that aren’t so far on the
agenda for SADC integration but a

free trade area will have to be taken
into account, as a free trade area
is more so in relation to goods. A
company that can sell goods in
another country might not be in a
position to put up bids in a procure-
ment matter, as foreign goods are
paid for at the port, and procure-
ment needs substantial local con-
tent for it to be valid. SADC member
states with the possible exception
of South Africa have scant oppor-
tunity of establishing firms in the
other states for now, but new multi-
national enterprises based in SADC
states are coming up, and will soon
change the picture.

That is why there is a paradox
about regional integration efforts
vis a vis efforts by the European
Union to sign an economic part-
nership agreement with most of
sub-Saharan Africa that have been
stymied for the better part of two
decades, as the issue was mooted
in 2000, following a World Trade
Organisation (WTO) ruling against
preferences for African exports to
the EU. The final date would have
been 2007 but in actual fact the ne-
gotiations - and reticence - started
in earnest at that time and the foot
dragging has continued apace. Yet
only with EPA are most of SADC
states likely to have foreign compa-
nies coming in droves to purchase
firms or parcel out the shares, thus
building major domestic brands
that facilitate easy procurement
across borders.

China proving key to reducing Africa’s wildlife trafficking

BY DUNCAN E OMONDI GUMBA AND
RICHARD CHELIN

HINA'S proactive stance against

illicit wildlife trafficking in Af-

rica in recent years has helped

shift trends in this crime.
Where cooperation has occurred with
certain African countries, wildlife smug-
gling has moved to other parts of the con-
tinent. This shows that tougher measures
are working - and African countries with
high rates of trafficking should follow
suit.

Africa presents enormous potential
for Chinas Belt and Road Initiative. It
is a vital source of raw materials for the
Chinese manufacturing industry and a
market for its imports. The reputational
risks posed by poaching by a few Chinese
nationals in Africa are enormous for a
country keen to maintain and extend its
economic dominance in the world.

Since 2017, China has closed its domes-
tic ivory market and banned commer-
cial processing of rhino horns and tiger
bones. It has tightened legislation on
trade in endangered fauna and flora. The
country has ‘provided funds, equipment,
manpower and technology to support
African countries in the conservation of
endangered species and habitats, says
Peng Youdong, leader of the Chinese
campaign.

Some Chinese nationals continue to
smuggle endangered species and lesser-
known plant and animal products. The
recent sentencing in Tanzania of Yang
Feng Glan to 15 years in prison for ivory
smuggling demonstrates the need for
such campaigns.

Other Chinese nationals have also
been arrested in international law en-
forcement operations. In July 2018, the
Lusaka Agreement Task Force (LATF)
disrupted a major criminal supply chain
led by a Chinese national. The task force
is an inter-governmental organisation
that facilitates collaboration among
states that have signed the Lusaka Agree-
ment. It investigates violations of nation-
al laws pertaining to illegal trade in wild
fauna and flora.

Investigations showed the criminal
network was smuggling tons of elephant
tusks and pangolin scales from Africa to
Asia. "This is one of several supply chains
powered by Chinese, Viethamese and
West African organised crime networks,
LATF director Edward Phiri told ENACT.

He said the predominant route of the
supply chain - Brazzaville to Lagos, Nige-
ria, via Cameroon’s Douala port - shows
that Central and West African countries
now provide important transit points.
This signals a recent shift by criminal
networks from East and Southern Africa.
For years these two regions grabbed in-
ternational attention for rhino horn and
ivory trafficking.

In the 2000s, South African ports
were the largest conduits for ivory traf-
ficking on the continent. Between 2009
and 2012, enhanced South African law
enforcement efforts drove criminal
networks to East Africa. International
cooperation was key, especially follow-
ing a memorandum of understanding
between South Africa and China in 2013.

That same year, large ivory seizures
were recorded in Kenya, Tanzania and
Uganda. For the first time, the seizures
exceeded those in Asia, according to a
report by the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD).

This marked a shift in ivory trafficking
through Kenya and Tanzania, which be-
came the new leading hubs for traffick-
ing ivory out of Africa. The two countries
have since 2014 fostered cooperation
with China, which has extended to them
millions of dollars in support of conser-
vation. Uganda, however, remains a ma-

West and Central
Africa can learn
from successes
in East and
Southern Africa
on illicit wildlife
trade. File photo

jor transit point to Central and West
Affica.

According to the OECD report,
Nigerian, Togolese and Camerooni-
an ports have emerged as new hubs
in the illicit ivory trade. East and
Southern Africa remain conveni-
ent for sourcing wildlife products
illegally, and transporting them to
Central and West Africa is viable.
‘The networks operate collection
centres in several countries. They
accumulate the contraband before
finally shipping it to Asia, especially
China,’ says Phiri.

Taye Teferi, Africa policy and
partnership coordinator of the
wildlife trade monitoring network
TRAFFIC, told ENACT that coopera-
tion between African countries and
China provide a strong deterrence
for kingpins or ringleaders. This is
mainly due to the fear of extradi-

N

tion to China, where culprits could
face stiffer penalties and even the
death penalty.

China’s Wildlife Protection Law
took effect on 1 January 2017 after
amendments that aligned it with
the Convention on International
Trade on Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).

Article 27 prohibits the sale,
purchase or use of rare or almost-
extinct wild species, and their prod-
ucts that are under special national
protection. China’s new awareness
campaign and legislative changes
demonstrate political will to com-
bat wildlife crime and promote the
conservation of endangered spe-
cies.

Now Central and West Africa
need to move fast to block the net-
works of wildlife criminals who are
rapidly infiltrating these regions. A

-

CITES report on elephant poach-
ing shows increasing pressure on
elephant numbers in Central and
West Africa compared to Southern
and East Africa.

TRAFFIC has documented that
ivory sold in Nigeria comes from
Cameroon, the Central African Re-
public, the Democratic Republic of
the Congo and Gabon, with Cam-
eroon playing a pivotal role in the
smuggling networks.

Regional blocs and countries
should urgently replicate the same
measures that helped to mitigate
these threats in Southern and
East Africa. Cameroon and Nigeria
should cooperate with China to ex-
change intelligence information on
criminal networks.

This can also be done through
multilateral agreements between
China and the African Union or var-

ious regional economic communi-
ties in Central and West Africa. The
Forum on China-Africa Coopera-
tion is one platform where African
heads of state can enhance law en-
forcement cooperation to combat
the illicit wildlife trade.

Once Africa has bolstered itself
against wildlife criminals across all
regions through successful coop-
eration with China, the same model
can be applied to other markets in
Asia. Japan, for example, is another
major market for wildlife products,
as are other minor Asian destina-
tions such as Vietnam, Thailand
and Laos.

Duncan E Omondi Gumba, EN-
ACT Regional coordinator - East
and Horn of Africa, ISS and Rich-
ard Chelin, Researcher, South-
ern Africa, ENACT, ISS
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A key role for 1.8bn youth in UN’s 2030 development agenda

UNITED NATIONS

HE UN Population Fund

(UNFPA) is convinced that

the world’s 1.8 billion adoles-

cents and youth- a quarter of
the global population-have a key role
to play in helping implement the UN’s
2030 Development Agenda.

In an interview with IPS, UNFPA Dep-
uty Executive Director (Programme)
Dereje Wordofa, said “young people
are at the centre of sustainable develop-
ment”.

“If we do not work with, and for them,
there is no way we can achieve the sus-
tainable development goals by 2030, or
UNFPAs three transformative results,”
he warned.

Through “My Body, My Life, My
World!”, UNFPA is also contributing to
each of the five priorities of the UN’s
overall Youth Strategy, “Youth 2030

“If we make coherent, tailored, large-
scale reforms and investments, especial-
ly in health (including sexual and repro-
ductive health), skills development, and
employment, those nations can achieve
a huge demographic dividend from
their healthy, empowered young popu-
lations” Dereje Wordofa, UNFPA Deputy
Executive Director (Programme)

“These are engagement, participation
and advocacy, informed and healthy
foundations, economic empowerment
through decent work, and peace and
resilience,” he pointed out.

Speaking during International Youth
Day on August 11, UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres complained schools
are “not equipping young people with
the skills they need to navigate the tech-
nological revolution.”

Last year, he also stressed the impor-
tance of young people in addressing the
challenges confronting the contempo-
rary world, including peace, impacts of
climate change and growing inequali-
ties.

“The best hope [to address these]
challenges is with the new generations.
We need to make sure that we are able
to strongly invest in those new genera-
tions,” said Guterres, urging the interna-
tional community to be fully engaged in
addressing a key problem of youth un-
employment.

Asked how realistic was UNFPA's strat-
egy in poverty-stricken communities
struggling to survive on less than $1.25

a day, Wordofa told IPS: “Having lived
and worked in many countries affected
by poverty and deprivation, including in
my own Ethiopia, I couldn’t agree with
you more”

He said Sustainable Development
Goal 1 (SDG 1) is a lynchpin for all the
other SDGs, and in all sectors of devel-
opment “we are contributing towards
reducing poverty. I believe empowered
young people will play a vital role here
too”.

“At UNFPA, we firmly believe that one
of the most essential routes to achieving
sustainable development lies in educat-
ing and empowering young people to
make decisions about their health and
wellbeing, giving them the tools to take
charge of their lives, to drive develop-
ment, and to sustain peace”.

“We must recognize that adolescents
and young people make up the majority
of the population in many economically
poor nations,” he declared.

“If we make coherent, tailored, large-
scale reforms and investments, espe-
cially in health (including sexual and re-
productive health), skills development,
and employment, those nations can
achieve a huge demographic dividend
from their healthy, empowered young
populations,” said Wordofa, who earlier
served as the International Regional Di-
rector, Eastern and Southern Africa, at
SOS Children’s Villages and Regional
Director for Africa at the American
Friends Service Committee.

Students in

Primary Seven at
Zanaki Primary
School in Dar es
Salaam, Tanzania
during an English
language class.

Credit: Sarah
Farhat/World
Bank.

In this context, he pointed out
that UNFPAs “My Body, My Life,
My World!” is a human-centric ap-
proach: “we are emphasizing how
all the different issues affecting
adolescents and youth today are
interlinked and inseparable”.

“For example, without rights
and choices over their bodies, it
is not possible for young people
to have full control over their lives
and actively shape their communi-
ties and end poverty. So we must
continue to address the complex
determinants that affect young
people’s health and wellbeing,” he
noted.

Excerpts from the interview:

IPS: How best would you de-
scribe the UNFPA's new strategy
on adolescents and youth?

WORDOFA: UNFPAs vision is
to create a world where every
young person can make their own
choices and enjoy their rights. The
strategy titled “My body, my life,
my world!” is our new rallying cry
for every young person to have
the knowledge and power to make
informed choices about their bod-
ies and lives, and to participate in
transforming their world.

The strategy puts young people
- their talents, hopes, perspectives
and unique needs - at the very cen-
tre of sustainable development,

and offers a new approach to col-
laborate with, invest in, and cham-
pion young people around the
world. It encompasses everything
that was called for and promised
by world leaders at the Interna-
tional Conference on Population
and Development (ICPD) back in
1994 in Cairo.

“My Body, My Life, My World!”
provides a new narrative for all of
UNFPAs youth work, building on
the organization’s strategic plan
and the UN’s “Youth 2030” strat-
egy, and putting young people’s
sexual and reproductive health
and rights at the core of what we
do both in development and hu-
manitarian settings.

In addition to the crucial need
for young people to enjoy their
right to sexual and reproductive
health, the strategy also includes
their fundamental right to partici-
pate in sustainable development,
humanitarian action and sustain-
ing peace.

By working with and for young
people, we will deliver across the
three spheres that matter to them
- their body, life, and world. This
will be essential if we are to finally
fulfil the promise of the ICPD of
rights and choices for all adoles-
cents and youth.

IPS: Are you working on a
deadline for its implementa-

tion?

WORDOFA: UNFPA seeks to
achieve its three transformative
goals by 2030; namely zero unmet
need for family planning, zero ma-
ternal deaths and zero violence
and harmful practices against
women and girls. “My Body, My
Life, My World!” will be a key ac-
celerator to achieving these three
goals.

IPS: Do you think the world’s
1.8 billion adolescents and
youth now remain largely mar-
ginalized in decisions relating to
reproductive health, marriage
and child-bearing?

WORDOFA: Yes! It is a sad fact
that far too many young people
are still a long way from being
able to exercise their reproduc-
tive rights, despite being promised
them by world leaders twenty-five
years ago at the International Con-
ference on Population and Devel-
opment in Cairo.

The numbers are staggering:
21 per cent of girls worldwide are
married before age 18. Tens of
thousands of girls get married eve-
ry day. And every day in develop-
ing countries, 20,000 girls under
age 18 give birth: this amounts to
7.3 million births a year.

The choices young people
make—or are forced to make—de-
termine their lives now, their fu-
tures as adults, and the health of
future generations. A single choice,
for example, to stay in school may
protect against early pregnancy,
child marriage, gender-based vio-
lence and HIV infection.

Yet many young people will not
be able to make that choice. Pov-
erty, humanitarian crises, race,
ethnicity, gender and cultural tra-
ditions are just some of the barri-
ers that may stand in the way.

IPS: What role can civil soci-
ety play in promoting the Youth
strategy in the developing
world?

WORDOFA: Making a real differ-
ence in the lives of young people
rests on shared leadership and
shared responsibility. Youth-led
and youth-serving organizations,
governments, community leaders,
UN entities, civil society, academia,

the private sector and the media
all have essential roles to play.

As UNFPA, we take pride in be-
ing a trusted ally and partner for
youth leaders, organizations and
networks. We systematically in-
vest in strengthening national and
regional youth-led networks, and
pioneering models for youth lead-
ership and participation in many
countries.

Adolescents and youth both
benefit from our programmes,
and as our close partners, offer vi-
tal contributions to shaping their
design and implementation.

For “My Body, My Life, My
World!” we are excited to strength-
en and broaden our partnership
base and collaborate with youth-
led organizations, community-
based organizations, but also
iNGOs, to scale up joint implemen-
tation efforts with young people.

IPS: How will your young pro-
fessional network - the Tange-
rines - described as the first of
its kind in the UN system, be de-
ployed in promoting your new
strategy?

WORDOFA: The Tangerines
played an important role in for-
mulating and shaping the strategy.
We will continue to provide a safe
space and promote an organiza-
tional culture that encourages
young professionals within UNFPA
to be closely linked to the imple-
mentation of “My Body, My Life,
My World!” We know we need to
start by walking the talk.

At the conception phase of the
Strategy, we conducted a global
survey with Tangerine members
and consulted with our Executive
Director, Dr Natalia Kanem, and
the UN Secretary General’s Youth
Envoy to explore how UNFPA was
delivering for young people and
what could be strengthened.

We are planning to collaborate
closely with the Tangerines for
the global launch and promotion
of the Strategy, as well as when
thinking about how we can reach
young people and operationalize
the strategy.

The writer can be contacted
at thalifdeen@ips.org

Establishing a science and technology park is no walk in the park

By Tengfei Wang

HE success of Silicon Valley
has been inspirational for
many countries worldwide
wishing to establish science
and technology parks. In Asia, suc-
cessful science and technology parks
can be found in many economies, in-
cluding China, Japan and Thailand.

Despite this, if the precursory con-
ditions are not in place, a science and
technology park could turn into a
white elephant project. This is a key
message from the ESCAP guidebook
titled Establishing Science and Tech-
nology Parks: A Reference Guidebook
for Policymakers in Asia and the Pa-
cific.

Worldwide and in the region, most
science and technology parks are
in economically advanced or large
economies. As developing economies
attempt to close the technology gap,
governments are increasingly turning
to science and technology parks as a
key driver of their national strategies.

For example, the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment (UNCTAD) reported that ap-
proximately 80 per cent of the coun-
tries surveyed (including developed,
developing and least developed
countries) planned to use specialized
zones, including science and technol-
ogy parks, as a part of their 21ist cen-
tury industrial or science, technology
and innovation (STI) policies.

Placing the physical infrastructure
of ascience and technology park is of-
ten straightforward. To make it work,
however, is more complicated. Only
25 percent of science and technology
parks in an advanced economy could
be regarded successful in achieving
their goals.

How do we ensure a science and
technology park is a success?

Before a science and technology
park is developed, it is essential to
check whether the pre-conditions are
in place. These key precursor condi-
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tions are: The Kuwait the science and technology park  countries, that assembling an firms within the park can easily
1. The key tenants or the an- Is'::si:;:itf?:f can be identified and assem- effective management team isa communicate with firms outside
chor tenants - such as national re-  pecoarch. File bled. The management team real challenge; the park;
search institutes - are committed t0  photo needs to have expertise in not 3. A strong science base in 4. The city or area where

staying in the science and technology
park. Anchor tenants are crucial to
ensuring that a science and technol-
ogy park has its backbone and may
be useful in attracting other firms to
co-locate;

2. A management team with
all the skills necessary for managing

only research and development,
but also business, marketing, ne-
gotiation and communications.
Furthermore, the management
team must be able to adjust its
strategy to an ever-changing en-
vironment. Such multi-tasking
means, for many developing

the surrounding areas of the sci-
ence and technology park is al-
ready available. This factor is im-
portant because a science base
in the surrounding area will pro-
vide potential tenants of the sci-
ence and technology park. In ad-
dition, this will ensure that the

a science and technology park
will be built is attractive to tal-
ented researchers and entrepre-
neurs.;

5. An entrepreneurial
culture is available in the city
or country where a science and
technology park will be built.

This factor is particularly im-
portant if the key objective of a
science and technology park is
to foster start-ups and entrepre-
neurs;

6. Finance, especially
seed and venture capital, is avail-
able in the city or country where
a science and technology park
will be built. These resources are
critical to support long-term STI
initiatives and build upon exist-
ing research.

In addition, it is important to
assess a science and technology
park in a broad national or local
economic context. In this con-
nection, key questions should be
asked on what can be achieved
by establishing a science and
technology park and whether
there are better but alternative
ways to achieving that goal.

While a science and technol-
ogy park can be developed by
the private sector, if a govern-
ment or public sector finances
the development of the park or
provides other incentives such
as tax exemption or reduction,
the science and technology park
needs to provide social benefits
such as advanced research and
development, which subse-
quently boosts its national STI
and/or economic development.

The guidebook was launched
at the inaugural Asia-Pacific In-
novation Forum. Close collabo-
ration with the Asian Science
Park Association ensured not
only the relevance of the guide-
book but also its effective dis-
semination.

Tengfei Wang is Economic
Affairs Officer, Trade, Invest-
ment and Innovation Divi-
sion, UN Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP)
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Brewer embarking
on environment
sustainability drive
by planting trees

By Guardian Correspondent

SERENGETI Breweries Limited (SBL) has em-
barked on a tree planting campaign aimed at
conserving the environment through increasing
its vegetation cover.

Last week, the brewer undertook tree planting
exercise in its brewery in Moshi and in Mwanga
districts, Kilimanjaro region where the brewer
planted thousands of trees.

SBL managing director, Mark Ocitti said that
the initiative is geared towards conserving the
environment through increasing its vegetation
cover.”

Environmental degradation remains an issue
of serious concern in Tanzania, so confirms avail-
able statistics. With an estimated 39.9 per cent of
forest cover, Tanzania, according to Project Gaia
(projectgaia.com), has an annual deforestation
rate of about 1 per cent (around 400,000 hec-
tares) which is twice the global rate of 0.5 per
cent per year.

While putting this fraught situation into con-
text, Project Gaia, a non-profit organization
which prides itself in ‘providing access to sus-
tainable fuels with a view to changing the face
of energy poverty’, notes that between 1990 and
2010, Tanzania had lost a whopping 19.4 per cent
of its forested land, which is an equivalent of
about 8 million hectares.

The grim revelation, which must send a chill-
ing sensation into the spines of environmental
stakeholders, should also jolt the government,
through its relevant organs into action before the
situation morphs into monstrous proportions,
rendering it too difficult to control.

More alarming, perhaps, is another disclosure
from ‘an assessment of global forests’ by the Unit-
ed Nations (UN) Food and Agricultural Organiza-
tion (FAO) suggesting that more than 5.8 million
hectares of Tanzania’s forest were lost to defor-

estation and degradation between 2000 and
2015-representing approximately 10 per cent of
the country’s overall forest cover!

Among the top factors that come to the fore
in causing this dire situation, we are told, are:
unsustainable charcoal production, shifting cul-
tivation and illegal timber trading-these being
the most recurrent and persistently gnawing
culprits, besides other motley of ‘lesser’ factors.
The problems caused by these factors include
land degradation, loss of wildlife habitats and de-
forestation, among others-and are so calamitous
that urgent action is required to nib them in the
bud.

This could be one of the reasons that the gov-
ernment, being aware that the fight against envi-
ronmental degradation could not be won alone,
came up with an environmental policy that par-
ticularly lays emphasis on the need to develop
ways for encouraging a holistic multi-sectoral
approach to environmental management by inte-
grating environmental concerns in sectoral poli-
cies, strategies and decisions.

It is in this light that some organizations and
companies, among them SBL have underscored
the fundamental role that environmental preser-
vation plays in their daily operations and indeed
within the communities where they operate.

According to SBL, environmental issues play a
dominant role within its entire operational eco-
system. Environmental conservation stands out
among the brewer’s top four social intervention
core pillars.

The other three pillars include Water of Life
(WOL) (Provision of clean and safe water to needy
communities), a scholarship support program
for needy students to further their academic pur-
suits) and promotion of Responsible Drinking
with a Donk Drink and Drive program.

It's for this concern that SBL - the brewer of
Pilsner, Tusker, Serengeti Premium among other

famous beer trademarks - last weekrolled out
tree-planting campaign within the precincts
of one of its breweries located in Moshi in Kili-
manjaro Region, an ambitious commitment
that targets to plant thousands of trees in the
region.  “SBL has committed to plant thou-
sands of trees in Kilimanjaro Region as part
of its community environmental support pro-
gram, a testimony to our commitment to the
preservation of the environment around the
community where we operate, Moshi being
one of them”, said the managing director.

He added: “This noble initiative has come
at a time when there are concerted efforts to
limit greenhouse gases emissions both region-
ally and globally, in order to combat climate
change and guarantee a safe and protected
environment for future generations”.

The managing director underpinned the
multi-pronged benefits of tree-planting, cit-
ing among them the trees’ ability to create an
ecosystem to provide habitat for man and ani-
mals, reducing climate change, purifying the

air, providing shelter, reinforcing the soil, serv-
ing as catalysts for water catchment, prevent-
ing soil erosion, preventing water pollution,
acting as a renewable energy source, natural
air conditioning and even cooling down the
streets and highways-all alternating as multi-
ple catalysts in the sustainability of the lives of
all species.

The brewer’s efforts in promoting the pres-
ervation of the environment is effectively in-
tertwined with Water of Life (WOL) projects in
Kilimanjaro Region and other regions in the
country in which it drills boreholes for needy
communities, benefitting millions of residents
across the country.

The boreholes too are used to boost irriga-
tion in the regions where SBL has initiated its
agri-business project that supports large-scale
farmers who grow cereals that provide raw
materials that the beer-maker uses for its beer
production.

The tree-planting session was graced by The
British High Commissioner to Tanzania, Sarah
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Cooke, accompanied by the United Kingdom’s
(UK) Prime Minister’s Trade Envoy, Andrew
Rosindell.

Cooke lauded SBL and said that Britain was
a strong supporter of trade and investment in
the country, noting that it was among the best
examples of her country’s investments in Tan-
zania.

She added: “Together with our other invest-
ments in the country, we remit about 5 per
cent of the total income as taxes to Tanzania,
thus contributing to the nation’s economic
growth”. (SBL is among the companies that are
under the stable of Diageo plc, a British multi-
national alcoholic beverage company and one
of the world’s largest producers of spirits and
beers-with its headquarters in London, Eng-
land and offices on six continents).

For his part, Rosindell hailed SBLs tree-
planting initiative, adding that his participa-
tion in the exercise underlined the cordial
and sustainable relations between UK and
Tanzania.

IMF warns Zimbabwe against pay boost as living standards crash

HARARE

THE International Monetary
Fund cautioned Zimbabwe’s gov-
ernment against boosting wages
for state workers after the intro-
duction of a new currency pushed
up inflation and reduced spending
power to a 10th of what it was six

months ago.

The warning puts the IMF at
odds with Finance Minister Mthu-
li Ncube, who said in an interview
he’s in favour of boosting wages in
both the public and private sec-
tors to restore living standards
and create consumer demand.

Ncube is looking for ways to re-
vive an economy that’s forecast to
contract this year for the first time
in a decade.

In the six years to 2016, Zim-
babwe boosted pay for its about
400,000 civil servants to a level
that makes up more than 90% of

tax revenue, compared with 40%
in 2010, said Patrick Imam, the
IMF’s resident representative.
“The government wage bill is
now on a sustainable footing,”
he said in response to questions.
“Looking ahead, it is crucial that
public wage growth be aligned

with economic growth and gov-
ernment revenue.”

Read more about Ncube’s eco-
nomic recovery plans for Zimba-
bwe

In February, the government
said a quasi-currency known as
bond notes, and RTGS$ in their

electronic form, would no longer
trade at parity with the U.S. dollar
and in June it reintroduced the
Zimbabwe dollar, which it had
abolished in 2009 after a bout of
hyperinflation. It also banned the
use of the American currency.
The exchange rate is now about

10 to the U.S. dollar and the price
of goods bought by middle class
workers, such as civil servants,
has risen in tandem as these are
mostly imported. Officially an-
nual inflation is at 176%, but some
analysts estimate it's as high as
570%.
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Boys on their way home from school gather around to drink from a bucket and quench their thirst in India.

Africa: US$300m for STEM skills development

By Maina Waruru

THE African Development Bank is part-
nering with the Association for the Develop-
ment of Education in Africa and the African
Union to launch a US$300 million fund to
support the development of technical and
science education on the continent.

The African Education Fund will finance
training in post-secondary education in-
cluding Technical Vocational Education and
Training, STEM and Science, Technology
and Innovation skills.

It will be a “unique” Africa-initiated, con-
tinental level education fund designed, led
and managed by Africans, and will become
operational in 2020 according to the fund’s

coordinator Sydney Tetteh.

“The objective of the AEF is to primarily
pool domestic resources mobilised together
with Regional Member Countries and com-
plemented by multilateral and bilateral
contributors, the private sector and philan-
thropic foundations to finance projects that
would contribute to human capital and skills
development across Africa,” Tetteh told the
PIE News.

According to the official, it will be financed
through a mixed model of grants and con-
cessional loans, with grants focused on tech-
nical assistance to countries.

The aim is to help increase domestic

revenue generation to support education
financing, education policy review and de-
velopment in AEF focus areas, reforming
curriculum, and in financing research and
knowledge generation.

“Low-cost loans and some grants will
focus significantly on infrastructure and
equipment financing in identified key ar-
eas”, Tetteh disclosed.

Besides complimenting other education
financing initiatives on the continent, the
AEF, Tetteh added, is different in that it fo-
cuses exclusively on Africa, and mobilised
African resources entrenching local owner-
ship and accountability.

A quarter of the world’s population
‘under extremely high water stress’

By Sandrine Amiel

ONE-quarter of the world’s
population is facing “ex-
tremely high water stress”, a
newly published ranking has
revealed.

Data published by the
World Resources Institute
(WRI) shows 17 countries —
including San Marino — fall
into this category.

“Water stress is the big-
gest crisis no one is talk-
ing about,” said Dr Andrew
Steer, president and CEO of
WRI.

“Its consequences are in
plain sight in the form of
food insecurity, conflict and
migration, and financial in-
stability.”

Most of southern Europe
falls into the ‘high water
stress’ category, with some
cities and region facing an
even deeper crisis.

Qatar, Israel, India, Paki-
stan, or Iran are among the
most water-stressed coun-
tries, according to the new
data, drinking up an aver-
age of 80% of available water

resources every year. Under
these circumstances, “even
small dry shocks - which are
set to increase due to climate
change - can produce dire
consequences,” the institute
warned in a statement.

San Marino is the only
country in Europe facing ex-
tremely high water stress, ac-
cording to the new data.

Raoul Chiaruzzi, head of
the San Marino State Agency
for Public Services, told Eu-
ronews the microstate de-
pended almost entirely on
Italy for water supply.

According to an agreement
concluded between the two
countries, Italy provides San
Marino with more than 90%
of its water supplies.

The extremely high stress
faced by San Marino is linked
to its geographical position,
its small size and absence of
autonomous water resourc-
es, the civil servant said.

Meanwhile, Cyprus,
Greece, Spain, Portugal, Italy
— and even rainy Belgium —
were ranked among the 44

Its consequences are in plain sight in
the form of food insecurity, conflict and
migration, and financial instability

highly water-stressed coun-
tries, meaning that on aver-
age more than 40% of avail-
able supply is withdrawn
every year.

“Such a narrow gap be-
tween supply and demand
leaves countries vulnerable
to fluctuations like droughts
or increased water with-
drawals, which is why we’re
seeing more and more com-
munities facing their own
“Day Zeros” and other cri-
ses,” the Institute noted.

Among other examples,
Rome was forced to cut wa-
ter pressure at night for sev-
eral days in 2017 amid a se-
vere drought.

Pockets of extreme water
stress exist even in countries
where water resources are
overall satisfactory, the Insti-
tute said.

“A new generation of so-
lutions is emerging, but
nowhere near fast enough.
Failure to act will be mas-
sively expensive in human
lives and livelihoods,” Steer
warned.
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South Africa pushes for trade in endangered wildlife
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By Andreas Wilson-Spath

HE South African government,
together with those of the DRC,
Namibia and Zimbabwe, is pro-
posing measures which, if en-
acted, could open the door to the inter-
national trade in elephant ivory, rhino
horn and other endangered species.

In a submission to the eighteenth con-
ference of the parties (CoP18) to CITES
(the Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora) to be held in Switzerland in
September 2019, the countries argue for
a major overhaul in the way in which
the organisation operates.

They believe they should be allowed
to sell threatened wildlife species any-
where in the world in the same way that
mineral resources and mass-produced
plastic trinkets are traded on global
commercial markets.

The changes to CITES they are asking
for would pave the way for southern Af-
rican countries to legally sell stockpiled
ivory and rhino horn, which would put
immense pressure on wild animal spe-
cies already under severe threat of long-
term extinction.

Unfair treatment?

One of the proposed amendments
would make it easier to move species
from one CITES Appendix to another.
Animals and plants listed in the or-
ganisation’s Appendix I are effectively
barred from commercial international
trade, while those on Appendix II can
only be traded under special circum-
stances.

The countries suggesting the changes
claim to be victims of discriminatory
CITES procedures, contend that trade
prohibitions have not put an end to the
illegal trade in wildlife products like
rhino horn, and claim that “more and
more species that are well protected in
southern Africa and demonstrably sus-
tainably used” are being “targeted” by
“proposals from outside the southern
African region” for transfer to Appendix
L

Making it faster and easier to move
species such as elephants and rhinos
from appendices that restrict trade is
clearly one of the intended outcomes.
The authors of the document argue that
“progress has been extremely slow” on
this front.

b

Other recommendations would bring
CITES more in line with the World Trade
Organisation’s General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT), a neo-liberal
regulatory regime that facilitates unfet-
tered access to global markets for com-
mercial goods and services. South Africa
and its partner countries claim CITES
“provides for discrimination” and offers
“no provisions against unfair trade prac-
tices”. They evidently believe that what
they consider to be “discriminatory and
trade-restricting measures” enacted by
CITES could be successfully challenged
under GATT rules.

According to Mary Rice, the executive
director of the Environmental Investi-
gation Agency (EIA), “the relationship
between GATT and CITES has been ex-
plored at multiple CoPs between 2006
and 2013”.

“The parties to CITES rejected all rec-
ommendations submitted through that
process, so we believe that no review is
needed,” Rice said.

The proposal isn't the only one push-
ing for trade liberalisation. Namibia
wants the current protections on its
population of southern white rhinos to
be lowered, while Zambia, Botswana,
Namibia and Zimbabwe want to be al-
lowed to sell ivory internationally and
Eswatini argues it should be permitted
to trade in rhino horn.

But not all African governments agree.

Women in In sharp contrast to southern Afri-
Maiduguri can proposals, 10 countries fur-
Internally . .

Displaced ther to the north, including Kenya,
Persons (IDP) Ivory Coast and Gabon want all
camps. Photo/ African elephants to be moved to
IRIN Appendix I in order to protect the

species as a whole. Elephant popu-
lations in South Africa, Botswana,
Zimbabwe and Namibia are listed
in Appendix II. Conservationists
contend that it makes little sense
to classify animals of the same spe-
cies in different appendices just
because they happen to be found
within the boundaries of a particu-
lar country, especially if those spe-
cies are migratory and in overall
decline across the continent, as is
the case for elephants.

Anti-poor?

Charges that CITES is neo-im-
perialist, neo-colonialist and “defi-
nitely not pro-poor”, because its
anti-trade policies deprive rural
communities of the opportunity
to “realise the full economic value
of their wildlife resources” and
starve conservation programmes
of funds, would sound less hol-
low if they didn’t come from gov-
ernments that have consistently
shown themselves to be deeply
corrupt, captured by powerful cor-
porate interests and ineffectual at
addressing some of the most basic

grievances of their citizens — from
crippling poverty to the non-deliv-
ery of services.

The sale of wildlife products
in these countries is much more
likely to benefit political elites and
their cronies than the rural poor
whose poverty the authors’ of the
document invoke.

In a similar vein, their assertion
that trophy hunting in southern
Africa is “well-regulated” is ex-
tremely dubious in light of South
Africa’s sordid record of canned
lion hunting and the illegal killing
of Cecil, Zimbabwe’s most famous
lion in 2015, to name just two rela-
tively high-profile examples.

As has become routine for ar-
dent supporters of trophy hunting
- an elite activity if ever there was
one - they ignore the fact that non-
consumptive ecotourism provides
consistently higher economic ben-
efits for a larger base of people
than commercial hunting. What’s
more, there is mountingscientific
evidence that killing wildlife for
trophies is not possible without
detrimental effects on herds and

populations.
Sustainable use or profit-driv-
en exploitation?

In essence, the countries pro-
posing these changes to CITES are

upset that current rules prohibit
them from deriving profits from
wild animals which they consider
to be valuable products that they
should be entitled to harvest and
sell as they see fit. They consider
their autonomy unfairly restricted
by regulations imposed on them
by “ever so many armchair critics
and self-proclaimed experts”.

At the most fundamental level,
at the heart of this matter is a
longstanding dispute over what is
meant by “sustainable use” of wild-
life. In a modern-day equivalent of
enclosure, the countries propos-
ing the changes to CITES consider
all wildlife found within their bor-
ders to be their property and a
commodity that they should be al-
lowed to produce, harvest and sell
competitively in markets around
the world just as they are permit-
ted to trade in ore and agricultural
produce.

They contend that they are able
to do so “sustainably” - without do-
ing harm to, or causing the extinc-
tion of, species. Concerns about
the conservation of wild animals
in their natural habitat feature lit-
tle in this view. To them, there is
no discernible difference between
species of wildlife and domesticat-
ed livestock, and they insist both
should be exploitable as products
for financial profit.

South Africa is one of the best
examples of this philosophy in
action. Over the past decade or
so, the government, guided by
economists promoting extreme
free-market policies and the un-
restricted commodification and
commercialisation of nature, has
succeeded in crafting laws and
regulations that explicitly lay out
this interpretation of sustainable
use, for instance in the case of Ii-
ons and rhinos.

The government-supported
industry of breeding lions in cap-
tivity in South Africa provides an
illustration of the outcomes of this
philosophy. Supposedly proud of
its global wildlife conservation sta-
tus, the country now hosts more
of these caged and commodified
lions than live in its national parks

and nature reserves.

The problem is that wild animals
are not the same as commercial
goods and lions bred in captivity
for the sole purpose of becoming
targets for wealthy trophy hunters
and a ready supply of bones for
the market in traditional Chinese
medicine, are neither capable of
surviving in the wild nor have any
conservation value whatsoever. In
fact, one could argue that they are
no longer truly lions in an ecologi-
cal sense.

An extinction crisis

Arguments by South Africa and
others to expand international
wildlife trade must be seen in the
context of dire warnings from the
scientific community. Earlier in
2019, a devastating UN report high-
lighted evidence that the exploita-
tion of wildlife is a major threat to
a global ecosystem that is being
ravaged by species extinction at
an extremely alarming and histori-
cally unprecedented rate. In light
of this, international conservation
organisations like Humane Soci-
ety International are calling on
world leaders to resist proposals
for changes to CITES that would
facilitate trade.

While conservationists agree
that the meaning of sustainable use
needs to be clarified within CITES,
they do so for fundamentally dif-
ferent reasons to those offered by
the authors of the proposal. They
argue that wild animal species
and nature as a whole cannot be
treated as supposedly renewable
resources and a form of capital
that can be exploited indefinitely
in simplistic economic terms. Any
interpretation of sustainable use
must be founded on ecological
science, not on economic bottom
lines.

Global biodiversity, healthy nat-
ural ecosystems and intact wilder-
ness landscapes are not just beau-
tiftul and part of every human’s
heritage, they are the very basis on
which civilisation is built. They are
not just “nice-to-haves”, but funda-
mental requirements for the sur-
vival of our own species.
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Decades on, China’s medical teams help resurrect public health in Africa

NAIROBI

N a rainy morning ahead

of the World Humanitarian

Day, villagers gathered on

the outskirts of the west-
ern Ethiopian city of Jimma to com-
memorate a Chinese doctor who was
buried there after died in the country
more than four decades ago.

The doctor, named Mei Gengnian,
led the first Chinese medical aid team
to Ethiopia in 1974. He served the lo-
cal communities in Jimma and passed
away in a car accident in 1975.

Local residents have kept him in
dear memory by cleaning his tomb
every year, and his living legacy is
widely regarded as a core manifesta-
tion of the broadly celebrated coop-
eration between Ethiopia and China
in public health.

Since 1963, some 220 million pa-
tients in 48 African countries have
been treated by Chinese medical
personnel as of 2018, according to
the National Health Commission.
Currently, 983 Chinese doctors are
providing free medical services in 45
African countries.

Woldie Idris, who was in his late
30s during the time of Mei’s voluntary
healthcare service, recalls the crowd-
ed funeral of the beloved Chinese
doctor.”The doctor’s death was a dev-
astating moment for the whole popu-
lation of Jimma and its surroundings,”
Indris told Xinhua.

“Thousands of people, includ-
ing children and old people, were
in deep grief while attending the
funeral.”Mei’s contributions are still
highly regarded among locals, with
the old generation passing on the late
doctor’s legacy.

Zewdie Haile, a notable member of
the hilly China Tomb Village, is one of
the second-generation voluntary pro-
tectors of Mei’s tomb.

Haile was about three years old
when Mei passed away. She inherited
tomb cleaning and guarding work
from her late father, who was a re-
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spected traditional leader in the for-
ested town.

Over 44 years later, Mei is still
fondly remembered, not only for his
selfless service, but for his legacy that
has kept bringing Chinese goodwill to
the East African country, according to
Haile.

Mintesenot Minale is one benefi-
ciary of the Mei Gengnian scholar-
ship, which is provided by Mei’s foun-
dation for medical students enrolled
at the Jimma University.

“The doctor Mei foundation is a
very good opportunity for students
like me,” Minale said. “With these
new opportunities from the Chinese
government, we can develop our po-
tential and do better.”

“Inspired by Mei’s legacy, many
Chinese people often come here and
provide support for the whole com-
munity,” Marcon Bashaye, a profes-
sor of sociology at the university, told
Xinhua.

:-: ::i‘:‘:‘::““i“" In April 2018, a new road was
receives free built in Jimma and the tiny China

Tomb Village by China Commu-
nications Construction Company
Ltd. and financed by the Chinese
government.

Named after Mei, the new road
is “a clear manifestation of the
historic Ethiopia-China friendly
relations,” said Tan Jian, Chinese
ambassador to Ethiopia, during
the road’s inauguration event,
adding that China will further
strengthen cooperation with
Ethiopia as the country strives
for middle-income status by
2025.

medical check

in Mbalmayo,
Cameroon, Aug.
3, 2019. (Xinhua)

FROM ONE GENERATION TO
NEXT

Mei was among the thousands
of Chinese doctors who have
toiled to improve the public
health across the African conti-
nent.

In 56 years, over 21,000 Chi-
nese medical workers like Mei
have been sent to Africa. Togeth-
er with local government pro-
grams, they have been changing
the continent’s health conditions
for better.

Some Chinese families have
been providing medical aid in
Africa for three generations. Lin
Xiaojun’s family is one of them.
On a one-year aid mission, Lin
is a member of the 29th batch
of Chinese teams to Tanzania’s
semi-autonomous Zanzibar ar-
chipelago.

Although it was Lin’s first
visit to Zanzibar, the island
and its people are not new to
him.”Working in Zanzibar as a
medical team member is kind of
a family tradition,” said Lin, who
arrived in Zanzibar in early July.

“My mother-in-law, Zhou Xi-
aoyu, came to work in Zanzibar

in 1997 on a two-year aid mis-
sion, and her uncle, Zhou Zhiyao,
came to Zanzibar two times in
1964 and 1977 with the Chinese
medical team,” said Lin.For Lin,
Zanzibar is not only an island,
but where the memory of two
generations in his family lives on.

CAPACITY BUILDING

Chinese medical teams work
closely with local doctors and
impart their medical expertise
and skills, said Haji Mwita Haji,
former head of Zanzibar Mnazi
Mmoja Hospital, when comment-
ing on Lin and his colleagues’
work.

Whenever we have problems
and ask for their help, Chinese
doctors never say no to our re-
quests. They work round the
clock to help our people,” said
Haji.

During her aid mission in the
Guinean capital of Conakry last
year, Zhang Lei, an obstetrician
from Beijing, was deeply con-
cerned about the poor maternity
and childbirth care conditions in
local communities.

Besides providing clinical ser-
vices, she conducted a thorough
assessment and helped local hos-
pitals figure out what they need
to improve maternity care and
childbirth safety.

“In the future, we hope to help
Guinea train more gynaecolo-
gists and obstetricians, so that
all the babies there can be born
safely and grow up healthily,”
said Zhang.

Chinese teams are also bring-
ing advanced medical tech-
nologies to African countries to
provide patients with an increas-
ingly wide range of services, such
as phacoemulsification and mini-
mally invasive heart surgeries.

“I can now conduct a thorough
clinical test and conduct an anal-

ysis of all types through the train-
ing I have acquired from the Chi-
nese medical team,” said Moses
Senesie, a laboratory technician
at the Sierra Leone-China Friend-
ship Hospital in the town of Jui.

The laboratory is now well-
equipped to detect any viral
disease, including Ebola.”China
has significantly contributed to
Africa’s ongoing combat against
the Ebola outbreak as well as to
the development of the Africa
CDC,” or the Africa Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
said John Nkengasong, director
of the young institution.

The Africa CDC, which was of-
ficially launched in January 2017
at the African Union (AU) head-
quarters in Addis Ababa, Ethio-
pia, has been supporting at least
nine AU member countries to
effectively respond to 12 Ebola
virus outbreaks.

In 2014, when the Ebola out-
break wreaked havoc in West
Africa, China immediately sent
some 1,200 medical workers and
communicable disease experts
to Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leo-
ne to help overcome the crisis, in
stark contrast to some countries
which were primarily focused on
evacuating their own citizens out
of the Ebola-hit land.

As of 2018, some 280 million
patients in 71 countries, includ-
ing 48 countries in Africa, have
been treated by 26,000 Chinese
health workers, of whom 51 have
died in the line of duty.

“The African people are good
friends of the Chinese people,”
said Zhang. “We are willing to
help improve the health of our
African friends, as well as the ca-
pacity of our African colleagues,
so as to help carry on the China-
Africa friendship forever.”

Xinhua
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sees significant growth in January

By Smart Money Reporter

N Australian based company

which is investing in Lindi Jumbo

graphite project, Walkabout Re-

sources Limited has posted a 313
percent share price increase since January
this year.

In a new report published by an Australian
magazine, Paydirt recently, Walkabout which
is listed at Australian Stock Exchange had its
value capped at $120 million, thanks to its
share appreciation.

The Paydirt report further stated that Walk-
about is doing far much better compared to
its peers in the market which have been strug-
gling to post gains as investors continue to
steer clear of smaller resources companies.

Even more impressive is that Walkabout
has achieved its price rise based on its flag-
ship Lindi Jumbo graphite project in Tan-
zania, both a commodity and jurisdiction
which have been on the nose in recent
times, the report noted. Quoting Walkabout’s
Executive Director, Allan Mulligan, the report
said the company’s performance so far this
year, is testament to the perseverance of both
management and shareholders.

“We believe the market has seen the val-
ue in Walkabout because we’ve maintained
our strategy of high-grade, reduced risk,
premium products from the beginning,”
Mulligan said while pointing out that despite

Walkabout Resources Limited's Executive Director, Allan Mulligan making a presentation at a past event.

delays associated with the Lindi project, the
company has signed biding deals with buyers
of its commuodity.

“We have also achieved what we said we
would although there have been delays

such as the mining licence, and the sign-
ing of the binding offtake agreements is
evidence that the revenue model [with the
price structuring in the offtake] is now
real,” Mulligan pointed out.

“In a sector ruled by multiple product
lines, opaque pricing and confidential mar-
keting agreements it is often difficult for de-
velopers to prove to financiers their project
economics are based on some-thing more
than ambitious projections,” he added.

Walkabout has already signed three bind-
ing offtake agreements over output from
Lindi Jumbo in April this year with graphite
producer, Inner Mongolia Qianxin Graphite
Company Limited (for up to 50 percent of
planned production) and graphite products
manufacturer, Qingdao Risingdawn Graph-
ite Technology Company Limited (25 per-
cent annual production).

These offtake deals were followed by
sales, purchase and marketing agreements
with Hong Kong trading house Wogen Pa-
cific Limited for 10-30,000 tons per annum
of graphite concentrate from Lindi Jumbo.

“Under the multilayered agreement, Wo-
gen will make an advanced payment worth
80 percent of the value of each consignment
on receipt of shipping documents,” Mulligan
said noting that the Wogen deal would not
only reduce supply chain cash-flow risks
but also open Walkabout up to the trader’s
international marketing networks.

“The agreement allows us to utilise all of
their marketing facilities; from ware-houses
to their marketing team, which will be a
huge benefit for us.

Access to a graphite marketing team adds

another layer to the growing confidence with-
in Walkabout that Lindi Jumbo will be the
next graphite project into production,” the
Executive Director noted.

In May, the company announced it had
raised $3.1 million via placement to fund an
early start works programme at Lindi Jumbo.
The early start programme is intended to
have the project shovel, ready as soon as fi-
nancing is settled.

“The early start programme has started
with our local Tanzanian mining contractor
beginning earthworks on the road, plant site
and tailings facility,” he stressed while point-
ing out that in China, the early-start work in-
cludes Yantai Jinpeng Mining and Machinery
Company Pty Limited starting primary and
long lead equipment procurement and man-
ufacture for a $US500,000 down payment.

“Jinpeng is getting that procurement and
manufacturing of the key plant equip-
ment such as the major components of the
mills and the flotation cells. We have sent an
engineer and metallurgist to project man-
age that in China.

So, while we wait for Walkabout nears
funding finish line Walkabout Resources has
been gathering the kind of market momen-
tum which has become a rarity for juniors in
2019,” Mulligan stated while assuring share-
holders that the company has full support
from the government which has had issues
with Acacia Mining Plc.

African Development Bank says risks
to growth are ‘increasing by the day’

DARES SALAAM

THE US-China trade war and uncer-
tainty over Brexit pose risks to Africa’s
economic prospects that are “increas-
ing by the day,” the head of the Afri-
can Development Bank (AfDB) told
Reuters. The trade dispute between
the world’s two largest economies has
roiled global markets and unnerved
investors as it stretches into its second
year with no end in sight.

Britain, meanwhile, appears to be
on course to leave the European Un-
ion on October 31 without a transition
deal, which economists fear could se-
verely disrupt trade flows. Akinwumi
Adesina, president of the AfDB, said
the bank could review its economic
growth projection for Africa - of 4% in
2019 and 4.1% in 2020 - if global exter-
nal shocks accelerate.

“We normally revise this depending
on global external shocks that could

slowdown global growth and these is-
sues are increasing by the day,” Ades-
ina told Reuters late on Saturday on
the sidelines of the Southern African
Development Community meeting in
Tanzania’s commercial capital Dar es
Salaam.

“You have Brexit, you also have the
recent challenges between Pakistan
and India that have flared off there,
plus you have the trade war between
the United States and China. All these
things can combine to slow global
growth, with implications for African
countries.”

The bank chief said African na-
tions need to boost trade with each
other and add value to agricultural
produce to cushion the impact of ex-
ternal shocks. “T think the trade war
has significantly impacted economic
growth prospects in China and there-
fore import demand from China has
fallen significantly and so demand for

products and raw materials from Af-
rica will only fall even further,” he said.

“It will also have another effect
with regard to China’s own outward-
bound investments on the continent,”
he added, saying these could also af-
fect official development assistance.
Adesina said a continental free-trade
zone launched last month, the African
Continental Free Trade Area, could
help speed up economic growth and
development, but African nations
needed to remove non-tariff barriers
to boost trade.

“The countries that have always
been facing lower volatilities have al-
ways been the ones that do a lot more
in terms of regional trade and do not
rely on exports of raw materials,”
Adesina said. “The challenges cannot
be solved unless all the barriers come
down. Free mobility of labour, free
mobility of capital and free mobility
of people.”

AfDB president Akinwumi Adesina says it could review its economic growth projection for Africa - of 4% in 2019 and 4.1% in 2020 - if
global external shocks accelerate. File photo

East African deals hit Sh113bn in six months

NAIROBI

“The highest volume of deals in the

Britain's eco-friendly royals
face carbon emission criticism

LONDON

PRINCE Harry and Meghan Mar-
Kkle are facing a backlash after jetting
off to the South of France on a pri-
vate jet.

The Duke and Duchess of Sussex
landed in Nice on Wednesday, Au-
gust 15 with three-month-old baby
Archie having flown from London
in a 12-seater Cessna Citation Sover-
eign jet. The royal couple have previ-
ously spoken publicly about climate
change and the need for people to
reduce their carbon footprints.

The royal couple’s flight is esti-

mated to have created seven times
more carbon emissions per person
than a commercial flight. Registered
to jet-leasing company NetJet, the
aircraft is part of an obligatory car-
bon emission programme. However
there are no standard certifications
to show if this offsetting programme
is credible.

Marlene Godwin, a British MP,
took to twitter to call the royal cou-
ple’s behaviour hypocritical. It is not
the first private jet that the royal
couple have taken this summer.
Two days prior the pair returned
by private jet from Ibiza where they

had been celebrating the duchess’s
birthday.

A post on the couple’s Instagram
in July 1 highlighted the dangers of
climate change and quoted Prince
Harry saying: “Only now are we
starting to notice and understand
the damage that we’ve been caus-
ing. With nearly 7.7 billion people
inhabiting this Earth, every choice,
every footprint, every action makes
a difference.”

Earlier this month, Harry was
also criticised for flying privately to
a four-day climate change event in
Sicily. Perhaps the pair should take

their lead from Harry’s grandmoth-
er. Queen Elizabeth is one of the
best-travelled monarchs in British
history and has journeyed exten-
sively both by commercial aircraft
and by passenger train.

Members of the British Royal
Family often fly commercially and
Prince Harrry and Meghan did so
when they flew with Qantas in 2018
for their tour of Australia. Charter
planes are often preferred for trips
where royals need to stop in mul-
tiple countries or destinations or
where security could be an issue on
a scheduled flight.

THE value of disclosed corporate deals in
East Africa rose by 82 percent to hit Sh113.6
billion ($1.1 billion) in the first six months of
the year, driven by activity in the financial,
energy and manufacturing sectors.

Analysis by I&M Burbidge Capital
Ltd shows that the number of deals in-
creased by 15 to 49, mainly in the private
equity, mergers and acquisitions space.
Private equity (PE) activity remains high
as many funds that invested in the re-
gion in the early part of the decade now
exit from positions, largely by offloading
stakes to fellow PE funds.

“The total deal value and volume for
the year-to-date (rose) to about $1.1 bil-
lion (Sh113.6 billion) and 49 deals respec-
tively compared to $603 million (Sh62.3
billion) and 34 deals during the first half
of 2018,” said 1&M Burbidge in the June
financial review report.

year-to-date has been recorded in the fi-
nancial services sector — 11 out of the 49
disclosed deals. “Other sectors that have
seen significant deal activity are energy,
oil and gas, ICT, healthcare and FMCG
(Fast-moving consumer goods).”

Private equity deals made up the bulk
of the activity in the six months at 33,
followed by mergers and acquisitions
at 15. In terms of disclosed value, merg-
ers and acquisitions lead in the market
at $552.6 million (Sh57 billion), partly
due to the regulatory approvals that
mean information about the ticket size
is made public by the regulators.

The PE deals, on the other hand, are
often closed without the value of a fi-
nancial investment being disclosed. In
the first half of 2019, the value that was
disclosed stood at $484 million (Sh50
billion), this being for both entries and
exits.
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Kwimba, Nzega thank NMB for

desks donation but deficit remains

By Smart Money Reporter

WIMBA and Nzega district commissioners have

thanked NMB Bank Plc’s management for donat-

ing 607 desks worth 55m/- to several public pri-
ary schools in the two districts last week.

Acting Kwimba DC, Ally Nyakia and Nzega’s Godfrey Ngu-
pula said public schools in the two districts are still facing a
number of challenges such as desks, chairs and classrooms.
Nyakia said as the government is targeting to improve qual-
ity education in the country, support from stakeholders
such as NMB is important.

“Education is a very important sector in ensuring that the
government’s goal of making the country a middle income
economy by 2025 is realised,” Nyakia said while appealing
to other stakeholders to borrow a leaf from NMB’s generos-
ity.

“Without making significant progress in education, it is
impossible to realise the goals of the Fifth Phase Govern-
ment of becoming a middle income industrial economy,”
Nyakia stated saying even development in science and
technology is centred around an educated population.

He requested NMB management to open a branch at
Sumve so that public employees and business people have
easy access to banking services which they currently get at
the district headquarters which is 40 kilometres away.

Kwimba’s District Education Officer, Vedastus Nyambalije
said the NMB donation will help reduce the shortage of
desks in the district which now stands at 5,280. Nyambalije
said the district has 118,025 pupils enrolled in 151 primary
schools who need 33,514 desks. “Before NMB'’s donation, we
had 27,727 desks which meant that the deficit was 6,978 but
has now gone down to 5,280,” he revealed.

Nzega DC, Ngupula backed his Kwimba peer by observ-
ing that the 100 desks which NMB donated to his district
will go a long way in improving the learning environment.
“This donation will translate into quality education with
better results for our students who are needed to back the
government’s development blue-print targeting industriali-
zation,” Ngupula said.

Speaking after handing over the desks, NMB’s acting Lake
Zone Manager, Amos Mubusi said so far, the bank has al-
ready spent over 570m/- out of an allocated 1bn/- to finance
education, health and disaster relief management projects.

NMB interim Managing Director, Albert Jonkergouw

“We are impressed by the perfor-
mance of the Fifth Phase Government
hence feel obliged to support such de-
velopment efforts by investing in pub-
lic services because it’s the very public
that has made NMB a big success,” Mu-
busi said.

He said the bank decided to invest in
the two district’s schools after receiving
requests from authorities.

Under interim Managing Director,
Albert Jonkergouw, NMB has continued
to be the largest commercial bank in
the market posting a pre-tax profit of
142bn/- for the year ending December
31 2018 which was a 3 percent increase
from 138bn/- made in 2017. The bank
allocates a percent of its net profit for
investment in social services notably
education, health and disaster relief.

Soft commodities are on their biggest losing streak in two years

LONDON

Banks worried over
new SA law giving
clients debt relief

JOHANNESBURG

SOUTH African banks are concerned that some of their customers will get
away with not having to repay their debt.

President Cyril Ramaphosa earlier this week signed the National Credit
Amendment Bill into law, setting the groundwork for over-indebted consumers
to have payments suspended, in part or full, for as many as 24 months, or even
scrapped if their financial situation has been found to have worsened.

The bill was opposed by the banking industry, clothing retailers who provide
credit and the opposition Democratic Alliance as it would drive up the cost of
loans for low-income earners, restrict lending and encourage bad behaviour
from borrowers.

“It’s disappointing that after our petition, the president made no attempt to
interact with the industry and understand our concerns,” Cas Coovadia, the
managing director of the Banking Association of South Africa, said on Friday.
“This is an issue of serious concern.”

The association did an economic impact assessment and engaged the
Department of Trade and Industry, which is spearheading the bill, and found
that banks will either have to price in higher risks or avoid lending to low-
income customers altogether.

“This could have serious economic implications,” Coovadia said. “We will
await the gazetting of the bill and details around its implementation. We will sit
down and consider our other options.”

South Africa’s National Treasury estimates that the debt-relief proposals
could result in the write-off of R13.2 billion to R20 billion ($1.3 billion) of debt
under provisions of the bill, Johannesburg-based newspaper Business Day
reported. The bill provides for the extinguishing of the debt for consumers who
earn a gross monthly income of no more than R7 500, have unsecured debt
amounting to R50 000, and who have been found to be critically indebted by
the National Credit Regulator.

The six-member FTSE/JSE Africa Banks Index fell 0.7% by 12:09 pm in
Johannesburg on Friday, led lower by Capitec Bank, the nation’s largest
unsecured-credit provider, which was down 2.3%.

being undermined by concern that new US
tariffs on imports of Chinese textiles will
push up costs for consumers and erode fi-
bre demand.

“The backdrop for commodities has de-
teriorated in July-August as multiple head-
winds buffet the global macroeconomic
outlook,” Fitch Solutions analysts said
Friday in a report. “As a result, we remain
neutral on most commodities over the rest

of the year, in particular towards industrial
metals and most agricultural commod-
ity prices.” It’s not all doom and gloom
though. The sugar market’s forecast shift
into deficit is supportive of prices, accord-
ing to Citigroup. The recent price pullback
in both coffee and sweetener present buy-
ing opportunities for users, Aakash Doshi,
director of research at the bank said in a
note this week.

A GAUGE of soft commodity returns just
capped its longest run of weekly losses
since May 2017 as signs of ample supply
of coffee and sugar collide with demand
concerns. Escalating US-China trade ten-
sions are fanning recession fears that are
rippling through financial markets. In the
case of cotton, price-supportive weather is

IMF warns Zimbabwe against pay

boost as living standards crash

HARARE

FINANCE minister in favour
of boosting wages in both the
public and private sectors to re-
store living standards and create
consumer demand.

The International Monetary
Funds resident representa-
tive in Zimbabwe warned the
government against boosting
wages for state workers after
the introduction of a new cur-
rency pushed up inflation and
reduced spending power to a
10th of what it was as recently as
February.

In the six years to 2016 Zim-
babwe boosted pay for its about
400 000 civil servants to a level
where their pay accounted for
more than 90% of tax revenue
compared with 40% in 2010,
Patrick Imam, the IMF’s repre-
sentative, said.

“The government wage bill is
now on a sustainable footing,”
he said in response to questions.
“Looking ahead, it is crucial that
public wage growth be aligned
with economic growth and gov-
ernment revenue.”

This puts the IMF at odds
with Finance Minister Mthuli
Ncube, who said in an interview
that he’s in favour of boosting
wages in both the public and
private sectors to restore living
standards and create consumer
demand. Ncube has also said
he expects the economy to con-
tract this year for the first time
since 2008.

“What people are feeling is
really wage compression,” he
said. “Prices adjusted instantly

Zimbabwe's Finance Minister Mthuli Ncube.

to the exchange rate, but wages
have been too slow to catch up
with the adjustment. The issue is
about wage adjustment and I'm a
big champion of wage adjustment.”

In February the government said
a quasi-currency known as bond
notes, and RTGS$ in their elec-
tronic form, would no longer trade
at parity with the US dollar and in
June it reintroduced the Zimbabwe
dollar, which it had abolished in
2009 after a bout of hyperinflation.
It also banned the use of the Ameri-
can currency. The exchange rate is
now about 10 to the US dollar and
the price of goods bought by mid-
dle class workers, such as civil serv-
ants, has risen in tandem as these
are mostly imported. Officially an-
nual inflation is at 176%, but some
analysts have estimated that it’s as
high as 570%.

Police violently dispersed pro-
tests against plunging living stand-

ards in the capital, Harare, on
Friday. More demonstrations are
planned for this week even as po-
lice banned it. With 3 000 workers
who've been fired, there’s limited
room to cut the number of pub-
lic servants further. Both the IMF
and the government say that more
health workers and teachers will be
needed in coming years.

Ncube’s government has imple-
mented harsh austerity measures
including regular hikes to fuel
prices in a bid to comply with an
IMF staff monitored program seen
as a precursor to getting debt relief
that’s needed to restore an econ-
omy that’s been stagnant for two
decades. It will also need to imple-
ment a series of political reforms to
convince its creditors to participate
in any debt restructuring. The IMF
programme is due to end in March
with its first review scheduled for
next month.

“The staff monitored pro-
gramme is also intended to assist in
resolving the long-standing arrears
to external creditors and facilitate
re-engagement with the interna-
tional community,” Imam said.
“Given the recent history of Zimba-
bwe, in particular the fact that the
country has arrears to other inter-
national organizations, as well as
bilateral arrears, the fund is not yet
in a position to financially support
the country.”

Zimbabwe’s economy collapsed
after a wave of seizures of white-
owned commercial farms that
began in 2000 slashed export in-
come. In November 2017 Robert
Mugabe, who has led the country
since 1980, was ousted as president
in a coup and replaced by Em-
merson Mnangagwa. Ncube was
appointed about a year ago and
tasked with putting the economy
back on a sound footing.

CURRENTNEWS

Cas Coovadia, the managing director of the Banking Association of South Africa.

CBK warns against
online forex dealers

NAIROBI

THE Central Bank of Kenya (CBK) has again warned citizens against unauthorised
foreign-exchange trading as analysts asked for a ban on third-party payment-
service providers handling unapproved currency trades.

The warning on the flourishing trade comes two years after stringent rules to
protect consumers took effect. The CBK warned of the unlicensed and unregulated
online foreign exchange (forex) dealers and platforms and urged Kenyans to only
deal with “genuine and licensed financial institutions and entities.”

The regulator urged consumers to check the licensing status of dealers from
the CBK website (www.centralbank.go.ke) and/or CMA website (www.cma.or.ke).
In 2017, new rules took effect requiring Kenya’s online currency traders to obtain
a licence from the Capital Markets Authority. Sources, however, say many rogue
firms have refused to seek licences, exposing users.

“Many have failed to register. We are warning them first. The business is not
illegal but it requires approval. It means clients must be informed about the risks,
investing experience, leverage limits; the trader/dealer must be fit and proper,
should be formally admitted into a trading platform like LIFFE,” said an official
who sought anonymity to speak freely.

To effectively rein in the rogue firms, analysts on Friday urged CBK to issue a
decree warning third-party payment-service providers not to handle unapproved
currency trading. “One smart move might be to stop banks accepting instructions
to transfer money to these brokers,” said risk analyst Deepak Dave of Riverside
Capital who added that there was a precedent in the late ‘90s when pyramid
schemes started.

The CMA, the capital markets regulator, earlier estimated about 50,000 people,
including brokers, dealers and money managers, are in the business and are
mainly using offshore platforms that are not overseen by Kenyan regulators to
offer the service.
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Please Call Me inventor
wants more than R10bn

JOHANNESBURG

NKOSANA Makate, the inventor of
Please Call Me, has revealed publicly
for the first time that Vodacom offered
him a settlement of R47 million during
his latest compensation talks with the
telecommunications giant.

However, Makate is heading back
to court to challenge the settlement
offered by Vodacom Group CEO
Shameel Joosub, which is adding
another twist to the battle that has
drawn out for more than 10 years.

Makate and Vodacom have been
reluctant to disclose a settlement figure,
citing  confidentiality — agreements
entered into by both parties since
the Constitutional Court ordered in
2016 that they enter into in good faith
negotiations to determine reasonable
compensation.

In court papers launched at the high
court in Pretoria on August 7, Makate
said Vodacom’s Joosub offered him
a settlement of R47 million during
a January 9 meeting with lawyers
from both parties. He described the
figure as “inherently unfair.” Joosub’s
involvement in settlement talks is part
of the Constitutional Court’s order that
enabled him to arbitrate negotiations
after a deadlock on compensation
materialised.

Makate has launched an application
at the high court for an order that seeks,
among other things, to review and set
aside Joosub’s settlement offer and
force Vodacom to disclose the revenue
the company has generated from
Please Call Me since it was launched
in March 2001. Please Call Me enables
a user without airtime to send a text to
be called back by another subscriber.

Makate also wants the court to
order that he is entitled to be paid 5%
of total revenue that Please Call Me
has generated from March 2001 plus
accrued interest.

On this score, Makate believes that
Vodacom owes him a settlement
of RI10.2 billion, which excludes
accrued interest and all the legal fees
incurred since the Constitutional
Court judgment. He wants Vodacom
to pay him a settlement that takes into
account his legal fees.

In court papers, Makate said his legal
team has calculated that Please Call Me

Nkosana Makate, the inventor of Please Call Me

has earned Vodacom R205 billion in call revenue
from 2001 to 2020 (a forecast), which excludes,
among other things, advertising revenue linked to
the innovation.

The R47m in perspective

Considering the R47 million settlement that
Vodacom offered, Makate said it “sounds like a
significant sum of money”. However, “it is in fact
merely 0.023%” of the R205 billion call revenue
Vodacom allegedly generated from 2001.

“There is no sense in which an amount of 0.023%
can be said to be a reasonable share of the revenue
concerned, which can be up to 85% as in other
instances,” he said. A Vodacom spokesperson said
the company is aware that Makate launched court
papers, but it is “not in a position to comment on
the merits of the application”. It will oppose the
court application.

Hard to determine revenue

Vodacom recently rejected Makate’s claims
about the Please Call Me service generating
revenue running into billions of rands. Vodacom
chief financial officer Till Streichert said the
service was free for a limited promotional period
when it was launched.

He added that Vodacom resolved to shelve its
plan to charge for the service when it enjoyed take-
up in the market and its competitor MTN decided
to launch a similar product. In other words, there
was “no direct attributable revenue” as part of
Please Call Me as it has never been charged for.

To factor in any incremental revenue generated
by customers who had decided to initiate voice
calls upon receiving a Please Call Me message
would be “highly speculative”, said Streichert. “We
have been seeing traffic [on calls] evolving over
many years. Normal calling patterns have been
incremental.”

Makate wants the high court to determine the
revenue generated by Please Call Me since 2001
or appoint “a new referee” to determine the figure.

Jabs at Joosub

He has called into question the integrity of
Joosub in being a deadlock breaker during
settlement talks. During oral settlement talks that
began on October 2018, Makate accused Joosub
of acting “manifestly irregularly, unreasonably,
irrationally, unfair, unjustly and inequitably.”

Makate said Joosub and Vodacom acted “in
bad faith” as he incorrectly based the R47 million
settlement on revenue generated by Please Call
Me over five years even though the service “has
generated revenue for 18 years and continues to
do so.

In a transcript of recorded settlement talks,
which is contained in Makate’s court papers,
Joosub allegedly said the “typical duration” for
an “untested” innovation in the Vodacom stable
would be three years, with five years the longest.
Joosub said he was inclined to allow a five-year
period, which he believes is “generous” and
the “outer limit of what could realistically be
contemplated.”

Ghanaian small investors left with 9bn cedis nightmare

ACCRA

ISAAC and Bless Boahen
saved for months to fund
her economics doctorate,
but when the time came to
cash in the investment, they
were left empty handed.

The couple are among
at least 70,000 investors
who have become collateral
damage from a cleanup of
Ghana's banking industry.
The crackdown, which
reduced the number of
lenders by a third and saw
the closure of 23 savings
and loans companies, also
triggered a run on fund
managers, who couldn’t sell
their holdings fast enough to
meet demand.

That’s tying up as much as
9billion cedis ofinvestments,
more than a third of the 25bn
cedis in assets that private
fund managers oversee
for retail and institutional

investors. “My wife was very
disturbed,” the 36-year-old
said in Kumasi in Ghana’s
Ashanti Region. They’re not
getting answers and are now
worried theyll never get
back the 12,000 cedis they
expected back from their
investment. “If I knew this
would happen, I wouldn't
have gone there.”

Theyre in for a long
wait. The nation’s markets
regulator is looking into
whether 21 fund managers
violated rules by placing
their clients money into
illiquid assets. The Securities
and Exchange Commission
has stepped up the pressure,
blocking these  money
managers from accepting
new investments for fear
they may pay out existing
investors.

“The harm has already
been done,” said Lord
Mensah, a senior finance

Ghana Securities and Exchange
Commission’s Director General, Daniel
Ogbarmey Tetteh.

lecturer at the University of Ghana.
“Assets need to be protected.” As much
as 5bn cedis is tied up in unlisted
bonds, direct private-equity stakes and
other deals with small and medium-
sized businesses, according to the SEC.
Another 4bn cedis is stuck in fixed-
term investments with banks rescued
during the clean up, savings and loans
companies, and microlenders.

The SEC hasn’t yet released a list of

all the fund managers it is investigating.
An 11.2bn-cedis bailout for lenders
that were closed down and another
package of about 925 million cedis for
microcredit companies whose licenses
were revoked is helping to release
some of the funds locked up in those
segments.

“It's cutting across all the finance
houses and when it happens like that
the government needs to step in to
build confidence again,” Mr Mensah
said. “There’s nothing we can do apart
from making sure that we create that
necessary environment to regain
investors’ confidence again.”

That’s oflittle comforttothe Boahen’s,
who were going to use the money to
cover the costs of field-data collection
for Bless’ thesis with the University of
Ghana. After being promised a return
of 26 per cent a year on the investment,
Isaac, an accountant, had to borrow
money against his provident fund.
While he got the loan at a reduced rate
of 10 per cent a year, Boahen didn’t
want to go the route of raising debt, he
said. “It’s costing me more now.”

VIEWFROMTHE TOP

Narcissist personality
disorder at workplace

CORPORATE
WELLNESS

{

ARCISSISTIC Personality
Disorder (NPD) is a serious

psychological  disorder
that involves patterns
of self-centered thinking. People

with NPD typically have a lack of
empathy and consideration for other
people, coupled with an excessive
need for reaffirmation, admiration or
acknowledgement. They may come
across as cocky, manipulative, selfish,
patronizing or demanding - which
may manifest itself in professional
and personal relationships, leading
to serious and diverse problems. .
Individuals in the workplace have
difficulty in handling even the most
constructive criticism and are more
likely to engage in counterproductive
work behavior, especially when
their self-esteem is threatened.
NPD is typically an external coping
mechanism for low self-esteem or
feelings of low self-worth.

And yet, individuals with NPD tend
to be extroverted, open to risks and
new experiences, demonstrate high
level of confidence and are driven to
achieve results over caring for others.

In the increasing diverse working
environments, a spectrum of peo-
ple with varied experiences, back-
grounds and behaviors are encoun-
tered. There are times when you and
your teams must deal with strong per-
sonalities within your organization or
externally when dealing with clients,
suppliers and other stakeholders. Itis
therefore important to figure out how
to deal with them in positive and pro-
ductive ways.

The following criteria defines NPD:
. A grandiose sense of self- im-
portance, exaggerating their abilities

and achievements.

*Persistent fantasies of unlimited
success, powetr, brilliance, etc.

*Believe they are uniquely gifted
and special, willing to associate only
with others of similar status.

A constant need for attention, affir-
mation and praise.

*A strong sense of entitlement and
expectation of special treatment

*Exploitative of others, taking ad-
vantage of them for personal gain

<An inability to empathize

*A perception of being envied while
envying others who seem more gifted

A projected sense of arrogance

Rather than withdrawing from in-
dividuals with NPD, strategically limit
your interactions and time spent in
active engagement. Stick to the core
objectives, established performance
metrics and overall vision of success.
Avoid agreeing to out-of-scope or
grandiose schemes, which will pre-
vent you from being manipulated.

Allowing the negative energy of
these individuals in your space be-
comes your responsibility. Keep com-
munications direct and precise. Avoid
open-ended questions or responses
to them. The secret to effectively
engaging with these individuals is to
minimize responses to closed-ended
“yes” or “no” statements.

In the end, the primary take away
is not to react emotionally. Always be
professional, on-task, focused on the
job.

Reply back to bhakti@impactafya.
comor call +255 754 694 643 with
your feedback. We welcome your sug-
gestions for corporate wellness tips
youd like to see covered in our future
columns.

Bhakti Shah, MPH is the Founder
and Managing Director of Impac-
tAfya Ltd, collaborating with Work-
place Options and Mayo Clinic, USA
to provide Corporate Wellness and
EAP Solutions in East Africa. Bhakti
is also the Advisor for the Africa
Business Portal and the Past Presi-
dent of the American Chamber of
Commerce in Tanzania.

Website: wwwimpactafya.com |
Facebook, Instagram& Twitter: @im-
pactafya
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Singapore to raise retirement age reflecting global trend

SINGAPORE

pension-contribution

rates for

with fears of a global recession and

retirement age for Emiratis is 49

Singapore extended support for
older workers of the ageing island
nation as the current leadership of
the city-state prepares to hand over
reins to a new generation in the
next few years.

The retirement age will be
gradually raised to 65 from 62,
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong said
Sunday in his annual National Day
Rally speech. The re-employment
age, where employers must offer
work in the same organisation, will
rise to 70 from 67.

Singapore will also increase

workers so that by 2030, any worker
aged 60 or below will get the full
rate, Mr Lee said.

The government is looking
ahead to elections that must be
held by 2021, and Mr Lee - son of
the country’s founding leader - is
preparing to hand power to new
leaders “in the next few years”. The
latest measure builds on support
for Mr Lee’s government which
has already set aside $4.4 billion
this year for a fund that includes
subsidised health care for those in
their 60s. The pledges come as the
trade-dependent nation grapples

an intensifying rivalry between its
two biggest trading partners. - the
US and China. In the past week the
government slashed its economic
outlook for 2019 to a range of zero
to 1 per cent growth, predicting
what could be its most sluggish year
in a decade, Bloomberg reported.

Singapore has among the lowest
retirement ages in the world.
However, as life expectancy
increases, many countries plan to
raise their retirement ages over the
next decade.

In the UAE, where the average
age of a worker is only 30, the

and for expatriate residents is 60.
Expatriates who are older than
60 are allowed to work up to the
age of 65 after obtaining approval
from the Minister of Human
Resources and Emiratisation or the
Undersecretary. After the age of 60,
labour cards are renewed annually,
according to the UAE government
website. Company owners do not
have an age limit.

In the European Union, the most
common retirement age is 65 years.
Spain, Germany and France plan to
raise their retirement age from 65
to 67 years, while 68 years in Britain

and Ireland is the target, according
to the Finnish Centre for Pensions.

In some countries, retirement age
is different for men and women.
Women have a lower retirement age
because life expectancy tends to be
longer for women but generally, as
the retirement age rises, women’s
retirement ages will be the same as
those of men, the Finnish pension
regulator found.

Following the address in
Singapore, the opposition
Singapore Democratic Party said Mr
Lee had failed to show that citizens
actually wanted to work longer.
“Many Singaporeans had hoped to

hear bold and dynamic proposals
to deal with the challenges facing
us in a rapidly changing world with
huge geopolitical challenges,” the
SDP said in an emailed statement.
“Unfortunately, 1 think we were
disappointed.”

Minister of Manpower Josephine
Teosaidin March a higher retirement
age would encourage workers and
employers to invest in upgrading
skills and adapting jobs for older
workers. Raising the re-employment
age would give companies more
flexibility to reset work terms - like
salary and job scope - to deal with
business uncertainties, she said.
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EU says ‘British would
be the biggest losers’
under no-deal Brexit

BRUSSELS/LONDON

THE European Commission said
yesterday that the European Union
was ready for a no-deal Brexit and that
Britain would suffer most under such a
scenario.

Speaking at a regular daily briefing,
Commission spokeswoman Natasha
Bertaud said a no-deal UK exit would
never be the EU’s preferred scenario,
adding that the Brussels-based execu-
tive saw no need for additional contin-
gency preparations at this stage.

“This will obviously cause significant
disruption both for citizens and for
businesses and this will have a serious
negative economic impact,” Bertaud
said of any abrupt split.

“That would be proportionally much
greater in the United Kingdom than it
would be in the EU 27 states.”

She cited Commission President
Jean-Claude Juncker as having said that
if it came to a no-deal Brexit “it is the
British who will unfortunately be the
biggest losers”.

The opposition Labour Party will
do everything possible to stop Britain
leaving the EU without a deal on Octo-
ber 31, Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn
said yesterday.

He urged lawmakers that were “seri-
ous” about blocking a no-deal Brexit to
vote to bring down the government in
a no-confidence vote, and said Labour
would form a time-limited government
to avoid leaving the EU without a deal.

“We will do everything necessary to
stop a disastrous no-deal, for which
this government has no mandate,” Cor-
byn said in a speech in Corby in central
England.

In London yesterday, the opposi-
tion demanded that the UK parliament
be recalled from its summer break to
discuss steps to mitigate Brexit disrup-
tions after leaked government docu-
ments forecast possible food, fuel and
medicine shortages should Britain
crash out from the bloc.

The Labour Party’s finance spokes-
man John McDonnell the party’s sec-
ond most powerful man, said that the

Britain’s main opposition Labour Party, shadow chancellor John McDonnell

looming crisis demanded parliament’s summer

break be brought to an early end.

“There’s a need now to bring MPs (members of
parliament) back together again because we need
time now to really have a proper debate and dis-
cussion about this,” McDonnell, a close ally of Cor-

byn, told BBC radio.

His comments add weight to a demand made
on Sunday, signed by more than 100 lawmakers,
to recall parliament to discuss what they called a

“national emergency”.

Parliament is currently not due to sit until Sept
3, when it will reconvene for a short session be-

they do not have enough time to try to stop a no-
deal Brexit.

Labour, which is opposed to a no-deal exit,
wants to bring down Prime Minsiter Boris John-
son’s government and form its own emergency
coalition under Corbyn’s leadership to delay
Brexit.

Lawmakers from other parties have dismissed
the possibility of Corbyn, a veteran leftist, leading
any so-called ‘Government of National Unity’, pre-
ferring either someone else to do the job or else to
focus on other parliamentary procedures to block
ano-deal.

fore breaking up again to allow for annual party

conferences. Lawmakers are already fretting that

Agencies

Iran warns US against seizing released Iranian oil tanker

DUBAI

AN Iranian tanker sailed
through the Mediterranean to-
wards Greece yesterday after it
was released from detention off
Gibraltar, and Tehran said that
any at US move to seize the vessel
again would have “heavy conse-
quences”.

The Grace 1, renamed the Adri-
an Darya 1, left anchorage off Gi-
braltar about 11 pm on Sunday. Re-
finitiv ship tracking data showed
on Monday that the vessel was
heading to Kalamata in Greece
and was scheduled to arrive next
Sunday at 0000 GMT.

The seizure of the tanker by
British Royal Marines near Gi-
braltar in July 4 on suspicion it
was carrying oil to Syria in viola-
tion of European Union sanctions
led to a weeks-long stand-off be-
tween Tehran and the West. It also
heightened tensions on interna-
tional oil shipping routes through
the Gulf.

Gibraltar, a British overseas ter-
ritory, lifted the detention order
on Thursday but the next day a
federal court in Washington is-
sued a warrant for the seizure of
the tanker, the oil it carries and
nearly US$1 million.

Gibraltar said on Sunday it
could not comply with that re-
quest because it was bound by EU
law. Washington wanted to detain
the tanker on the grounds that it
had links to Iran’s Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps (IRGC),
which it has designated a terrorist
organisation.

Greek authorities had no imme-
diate comment on the situation.

Iran said yesterday any US at-
tempt to seize the tanker would

have “heavy consequences”.

Asked whether the United States
could renew its seizure request af-
ter the tanker sailed from Gibral-
tar, Foreign Ministry Spokesman
Abbas Mousavi said: “Such an ac-
tion, and even the talk of it..would
endanger shipping safety in open
seas.”

“Iran has issued the necessary
warnings through official chan-
nels, especially the Swiss em-
bassy, to American officials not to
commit such an error because it
would have heavy consequences,”
Mousavi said in remarks broad-
cast on state television.

Switzerland represents US in-
terests in Iran, which has no dip-
lomatic relations with the United
States.

The Adrian Darya, which was
re-flagged to Iran after being de-
listed by Panama on May 29, was
fully laden and carrying about 2
million barrels of oil, Refinitiv data
showed. The cargo was valued at
tens of millions of dollars.

US President Donald Trump
pulled out of a 2015 nuclear deal
with Iran in May last year, while
the European Union is still part of
the accord, which allows Tehran
to sell its oil.

Washington wants to reduce
Iran’s oil exports to zero and re-
imposed US sanctions which place
heavy penalties on any breaches
even for non-US citizens and com-
panies, including asset freezes and
being cut off from the US financial
system.

While EU regulations still allow
for companies and citizens in the
bloc to engage in trade with Iran,
falling foul of US sanctions has
meant most banks are unwilling
to process even authorised trans-

An Iranian flag flutters on board the Adrian Da

braltar on Friday. (AFP)

actions such as for food and medi-
cine, finance sources say.

This is likely to be the first ma-
jor foreign policy challenge for
Greece’s new Prime Minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis since he took
office in July if the vessel enters
Greek territorial waters.

TANKER HELD BY IRAN

Separately, a senior Iranian law-
maker said a crisis in Iran’s ties
with Britain, which included Teh-
ran’s seizure of a British-flagged
tanker last month, would not be
over until the tanker reached its
destination.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards on
July 19 seized the Stena Impero

ADRIAN DARYA1
QESHM

WO 3164 KR

in the Strait of Hormuz waterway
for alleged marine violations, two
weeks after the Grace 1 was com-
mandeered.

“Until the Iranian oil tanker ar-
rives at its destination the British
must help end the crisis,” Hesh-
matollah Falahatpisheh, a mem-
ber of parliament’s national secu-
rity and foreign affairs committee,
was quoted as saying by the semi-
official ISNA news agency.

“This means that the crisis with
Britain is not over. Britain has the
primary responsibility for end-
ing the oil tanker crisis,” Falahat-
pisheh said.

Mousavi said that Tehran was
waiting for a court decision on al-

e . ==

rya oil tanker, formerly known as Grace 1, off the coast of Gi-

leged maritime violations by the
Stena Impero and he hoped the
procedures would be completed
as soon as possible.

The head of Iran’s judiciary
Ebrahim Raisi also said “Iran
should claim damages...to teach a
lesson to those who acted against
international laws and regulations
by seizing the tanker”.

Iran has denied its tanker was
ever headed to Syria, a close ally
of Tehran.

The two vessels have since be-
come pawns in a bigger game,
feeding into wider hostilities since
the United States pulled out of the
nuclear agreement with Iran.

Agencies

Commemorating 400 years since
the birth of slavery, is Africa free?

TODAY , August 20, 2019 the World is commemorating
the first 20 Africans who were taken into slavery by the Brit-
ish to Jamestown (presently the area is in the United States of
America (USA)

This is important because it marks British influence and
dominance that characterised the way slavery played out and
the institutions that followed it.

Prior to this date, Africans had been enslaved in Portugal
and Spain. In many black communities, like in the USA, Ghana
and other places, on August 20th they organise events which
include truth telling and collective liberation

Some communities read statistics about the history of dis-
crimination and violence against black that left an indelible
mark on society through today.

Four hundred years after man trade and colonial period,
The West still want to control African Nations; they are not
ready to let the continent free.

After independence of most African nations, the West still
want Africa natural resources, This made them to position
themselves as the guardian of its former colonies.

Although they officially left the African continent follow-
ing decolonization, the west maintained a relationship with
the continent through military cooperation and other agree-
ments.

For instance, France had Jacques Foccart, an influential se-
cret advisor and ally of de Gaulle, who developed a network
of French and African politicians, leaders and businessmen to
maintain control in the former colonies.

For many years, Jacques Foccart masterminded clandes-
tine military coups in French-speaking African countries for
Charles de Gaulle and three French presidents after him.

Foccart’s secrecy and preference for operating in the shad-
ows were legendary. He was trusted by France’s friends in Afti-
ca and remained a powerful influence on his country’s African
policy almost to his death.

After years of underdevelopment which was mainly caused
by west, Africa has now reliable development partners in the
name of Russia and China, the two have proved their love and
care for the continent .

Some months ago, USA National Security Advisor John Bol-
ton presented the Trump administration’s “New Africa Strat-
egy” According to the document: “Great power competitors,
namely China and Russia, are rapidly expanding their finan-
cial and political influence across Africa. They are deliberately
and aggressively targeting their investments in the region to
gain a competitive advantage over it “

The statement by John Bolton demonstrated that the USA
want to have more presence in Africa than any country in the
world.

The USA and its allies are still milking Africa as they have
proved that they don’t believe in win win cooperation and to
make life more difficult for the continent they (America and
its allies)they are doing everything possible to frustrate others
who want to bring business and investment Africa .

According to Dr Mehari Taddele Maru who is an interna-
tional consultant and a Scholar of peace and security , law
and governance , human rights and immigration many Afti-
can leaders prefer working with Moscow and China than the
West , saying the two nations are saviors - trustworthy allies
of Africa. They view China and Russia , a countries that does
not have a history of colonial aspirations in Africa, as a part-
ner which could provide much-needed funding without any
strings attached.

Maru further said China and Russia has significantly ex-
panded African railways, investing in various projects in
Kenya, Ethiopia, Djibouti, Angola and Nigeria; it is currently
building a massive hydropower plant in Angola and have built
Africa’s longest railway connecting Ethiopia and Djibouti;
China has also built the headquarters of the African Union
in Addis Ababa and the West African regional bloc ECOWAS
in Abuja,

“By contrast, for a long time the US has viewed Africa as a
battlefield where it can confront its enemies, whether the Sovi-
ets during the Cold War, terrorists after 9/11 or now the Chinese
and other countries” he said.

He further said Washington has never really made a con-
certed effort to develop its economic relations with the con-
tinent. “As a result, trade between the US and Africa has de-
creased from $120bn in 2012 to just over $50bn today. US
FDI flows have also slumped from $94bn in 2009 to around
$330m in 2017 The new $60bn investment fund announced
last week is a welcome initiative from the US but it will not be
able to challenge Chinese economic presence on the conti-
nent” he further explained.

The pressure the US is currently exerting on African coun-
tries to move away from partnerships with China and Russia
could hurt African economies and development . It could force
African countries into making choices that are not in their best
economic interests and miss out on important development
projects or funding.

Meanwhile, the US-China trade war is already affecting
the continent. According to the African Development Bank,
it could cause as much as a 2.5 percent decrease in GDP for
resource-intensive African economies and a 1.9 percent dip for
oil-exporting countries. Agencies

CHINA has to take necessary coun-

As an ancient Chinese philosopher

termeasures, said the Customs Tariff
Commission of the country’s State
Council on Aug.15, in response to the
US announcement of imposing addi-
tional 10 percent tariffs on $300 bil-
lion of Chinese imports.

“The U.S. move seriously violated
the consensus reached between the
two heads of state in Argentina and
Osaka, Japan, and deviated from the
right track of settling differences
through consultations,” the commis-
sion noted, signaling a clear stand of
China.

After more than a year of the Chi-
na-US trade frictions, some Ameri-
can officials are still perfecting their
backtracking and bullying drama.

Reluctant to admit their vain ef-
forts in front of China’s resolution
and competence to fight trade bully-

China resolute to fight US tariff bullying to the end

ing, they just opted to start another
round of provocation.

However, such ruse will achieve
nothing but make the US once again
feel the composure of China in the
face of extreme pressures.

The US would finally understand
that there is no winner in the trade
war and escalating trade disputes
will do no good to both sides and the
world at large.

The big stick of tariffs, in the hands
of American officials, is undoubtedly
creating an impact that the US is not
able to take any more.

According to the new tariff plan
published by the Office of the United
States Trade Representative (USTR),
the additional tariffs starting from

Sept.1will go into effect in two stages
from Sept. 1 and Dec. 15 respectively.

Some American officials acknowl-
edged that they did this for Christ-
mas season, just in case some of the
tariffs would have an impact on US
customers, causing more suffer for
the US side rather than China.

Now realizing they are beating
their heads against the wall, these
American officials finally choose to
slow their pace.

However, they would still break
their heads if they don’t stop.

Why did the US politicians chal-
lenge others under the disguise of
protecting its national interests but
only end up dragging itself into the
mire of economic losses? This is a

question they should all contem-
plate.

In the era of economic globaliza-
tion, the two largest economies on
the global industrial chain have a
stake in each other’s future.

Over the past forty years, China
and the US have seen a fast devel-
opment of economic and trade co-
operation and built a community of
shared interests - a mansion jointly
constructed by peoples from both
countries with their hearts.

The big stick of tariffs may leave
scars on the mansion and weather
the joint efforts by the two peoples
to promote development, but will
never shake the mansion’s founda-
tion. Any acts that are against the

norm will not be supported.

Of course, there are solutions to
the China-US economic and trade
disputes, and the consensuses
reached by the two heads of state in
Argentina and Osaka have chartered
the course for both countries.

The two countries can always
find a mutually acceptable solution
through dialogues and consultations
on the basis of equality and mutual
respect.

Dr. Henry Kissinger once ex-
pressed his worry that the US would
drive into unknown seas owing to
the panic of the rise of other coun-
tries. Regrettably, his worry is now
shared by all the trading partners of
the US.

said, a country’s safety is not deter-
mined by its strength but by right-
eousness.

No matter how the US is bullying
the world, the American exception-
alism is not likely to prevail around
the globe.

A major country should take ac-
tions to spread justice and righteous-
ness on a global scale. China will
never compromise on major issues
of principle, no matter what extreme
measures the US will take.

China does what it says and re-
solves to counter any provocation. It
has the strength to fight to the end.
Any attempt to undermine the core
interests of China and Chinese peo-
ple is doomed to fail.

People’s Daily
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Pakistan decries cross-border fire as Kashmir security eases

ALY N

SRINAGAR, India

PAKISTAN said Indian troops fired
across the Line of Control in the disput-
ed Kashmir region, killing two civilians
and wounding another, as some secu-
rity restrictions were lifted yesterday in
the main city of Srinagar.

Pakistan and India often exchange
fire in the Himalayan region, but ten-
sions have increased since Aug 5, when
New Delhi changed the status of Indi-
an-administered Kashmir, which is split
between the nuclear-armed rivals and
claimed by both.

Restrictions were eased in parts of
Srinagar, where schools for students
from preschool to fifth grade were set
to reopen after a two-week security
lockdown.

But six grade schools in the city were
found closed on Monday morning,
with no school administrators or stu-
dents in sight.

“Why would I risk sending my kids to
school when the government is uncer-
tain about the security situation?” said
Srinagar resident Mohammed Latief,
whose children are in the first and third
grades.

Paramilitary soldiers armed with as-
sault rifles stood guard at checkpoints,
allowing a trickle of vehicular and pe-
destrian traffic to pass. Many shops and
offices remained closed.

The security crackdown and a news
blackout were imposed following the
decision by India’s Hindu nationalist-
led government to downgrade the
Muslim-majority region’s autonomy.
Authorities started easing restrictions
on Saturday.

Hundreds of people were involved in
clashes with security forces that erupt-
ed in several Srinagar neighborhoods
on Sunday.

Pakistan’s foreign ministry said in a
statement Monday that civilian casual-
ties occurred Sunday because of “un-
provoked cease-fire violations” by In-
dia in the border villages of Hot Spring
and Chirikot.

The military said a 75-year-old man
and a 6l-year-old man were killed. Tt
said in a statement that Pakistani troops
returned fire at the Indian posts from
which mortar fire and anti-tank guided
missiles had originated.

It said two Indian troops were killed,
but there was no immediate comment

Supporters of Jammu Kashmir Youth Forum hold a huge Kashmiri flag during a demon-
stration to condemn India and its decisions on Kashmir, in Karachi, Pakistan, on Sunday.

(AP)

from New Delhi.

Pakistan and India have fought two
wars over control of Kashmir since they
won independence from British colo-
nialists in 1947.

Pakistan Foreign Minister Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi expressed concern over
continued cease-fire violations by India

and urged the international community
to take note of human rights violations
in Indian-administered Kashmir.
Talking to journalists late Sunday in
the city of Multan, he challenged Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to hold a
vote to determine whether Indian and
Kashmiri people support or reject the

changes his government made to Kash-
mir’s status.

India has imposed a security lock-
down in the portion of Kashmir it ad-
ministers to avoid violence in response
to the change in the territory’s status.

The government has said it is gradu-
ally restoring phone lines and easing
the lockdown, but changes are slow.
Public buses were running in rural ar-
eas, but soldiers limited the movement
of people on mostly deserted streets in
Srinagar.

The Press Trust of India news agency
reported that restrictions were reim-
posed in parts of Srinagar after violence
was reported on Saturday.

Amid the rising tensions, authorities
in Pakistan issued a flood warning for
parts of the eastern town of Kasur af-
ter saying India without warning had
released water into the River Sutlej and
that it could inundate villages in Kasur.
The floodwaters are expected to enter
Pakistan today morning.

The 1960 Indus Water Treaty bro-
kered by the World Bank requires In-
dia to share information with Pakistan
about rivers flowing to Pakistan.

Agencies

Russian S-400 teams go on high alert to repel enemy missile strike in Baltic Fleet drills

KALININGRAD,

AIR defense troops of Russia’s
Baltic Fleet have started drills in the
westernmost Kaliningrad Region to
repel a missile strike against military
and civilian facilities, the Fleet’s press
office reported yesterday.

“Under scheduled combat train-
ing measures, the drills involve the
crews of S-400 ‘Triumf’ surface-to-
air missile systems and Pantsyr S-1
anti-aircraft missile/gun launchers of
the Fleet’s air defense large unit,” the
press office said in a statement.

The S-400 combat teams will prac-
tice assignments to deploy their sys-
tems, search for, classify and track
training targets and subsequently
perform electronic launches of sur-
face-to-air missiles against a notional
enemy’s cruise missiles, the state-
ment says.

“In turn, the Pantsyr S-1 crews will
stealthily make a march to the train-
ing ground to live-fire guns against
the targets that simulate air attack
weapons,” the press office said.

During the drills, the Fleet’s radio-
technical forces outfitted with the

latest radar stations and automatic
control systems will accomplish pro-
cedures within the required time lim-
its to deploy radars, detect air targets
and transmit the relevant data to the
command post of the air defense mis-
sile force.

The drills involve over 200 person-
nel and more than 20 items of mili-
tary and special hardware, the state-
ment says.

Russia’s S-400 ‘Triumf” (NATO re-
porting name: SA-21 Growler) is the
latest long-and medium-range sur-
face-to-air missile system that went

into service in 2007.

It is designed to destroy aircraft,
cruise and ballistic missiles, and can
also be used against ground installa-
tions. The S-400 can engage targets at
a distance of up to 400 km and at an
altitude of up to 30 km under inten-
sive enemy fire and jamming.

Russia’s state armament program
stipulates the purchase of 56 S-400
battalions by 2020, which will allow
re-arm 28 Russian two-battalion sur-
face-to-air missile regiments. By now,
the Russian Army has deployed 53
S-400 battalions in 23 regiments and

two training centers.

The Pantsyr-S is a short-to medium-
range weapon designated to strike air
targets with automatic anti-aircraft
guns and missiles with radio-com-
mand guidance and infrared and ra-
dar tracking.

As its specific feature, the weapon
combines the multi-channel target
acquisition and tracking system and
the missile/artillery armament des-
ignated to strike targets at an altitude
of up to 15 km and within a range of
20 km.

Agencies
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China urges US
to ‘keep word’ on
Hong Kong issue

BEIJING

CHINESE Foreign Ministry yester-
day urged the United States to keep its
word on the Hong Kong issue.

When asked for comment on U.S.
President Donald Trump’s remarks
that how China deals with the Hong
Kong issue will affect China-U.S. trade
talks, spokesperson Geng Shuang said
at a news briefing that Hong Kong af-
fairs are entirely China’s internal af-
fairs.

“President Trump said previously
that ‘Hong Kong is a part of China.
They’ll have to deal with that them-
selves. They don't need advice” We
hope the U.S. side will keep its word,”
he said.

The demonstrations and violence in
Hong Kong have lasted for more than
two months, and the rule of law, social
order, economy and people’s liveli-
hood, stability and international image
of Hong Kong have been severely im-
pacted, said the spokesperson.

It turns out that absent the rule of
law and order, the so-called ‘democ-
racy’ and freedom’ have only led to an-
archism and social disorder, and have
ultimately damaged the interests of the
general public, he added.

According to the spokesperson,
Hong Kong’s most urgent and overrid-
ing task at present is to stop the riots
and restore order in accordance with
the law.

He said that the central government
firmly supports Chief Executive Carrie
Lam in leading the SAR government to
administer the SAR in accordance with
the law, and the Hong Kong police in
strictly enforcing the law, as well as the
punishment of violent criminals in ac-
cordance with the law. Xinhua

Tough measures adopted in Western countries (0 contaln deter violence in demonstratlons

UN agency urges African countries to unite during

BEIJING

IN some Western countries,
tough and comprehensive mea-
sures are adopted to contain and
deter violence in demonstra-
tions, with goals ranging from
seeking an early control of the
situation to avoiding violence
through precautionary legisla-
tion.

TOUGH MEASURES AGAINST
VIOLENCE

In September 2011, anti-riot
squades, riot cars, snipers, mount-
ed police were recruited from
eight towns to help New York
City deal with the Occupy Wall
Street movement. Stun batons,
taser guns and other devices
were used by police to control
the situation amid protests, me-
dia reports said, and nearly 1,000
people were arrested in two
weeks.

Regardless, demands should
be expressed in a peaceful fash-
ion, and when demonstrations
become radical, police usu-
ally choose first to disperse the
crowd, noted Li Mingcheng, a
retired officer from Los Ange-
les County, California, speaking
from his own experience.

Li said that in dispersing
demonstrators, U.S. mounted
police usually use water can-
nons, shields, and smoke bombs
among other means. If they fail to
put the situation under control,
state and federal governments
would seek intervention by Na-

tional Guards.

“It is for coping with serious sit-
uations or large-scale demonstra-
tions that National Guards are
called in,” said Henry Lee, a fa-
mous detective and former head
of the Connecticut state police.
“They would use smoke bombs,
tear gas and other devices, and is-
sue urgent orders and sometimes
implement a curfew.”

Lee said that when confronting
violence in demonstrations, state
police normally use fire engines
and high pressure water jets to
disperse the mob and make im-
mediate arrests of leading figures
and those who assault police.

When faced with sabotage,
“police would immediately arrest
anyone who intentionally blocks
subway and road traffic,” said
Hugh H. Mo, former deputy head
of New York Police Department
(NYPD), citing New York City as
an example.

When facing assaults on them-
selves, police would immediately
use force to counter life threats
from anyone who is armed, in-
cluding using batons and hand-
cuffs to fend off and subdue as-
saulters, Mo added.

ARRESTS AND PUNISH-
MENTS

In August 2011, protests staged
in London evolved into chaos
that spread to Manchester, Bir-
mingham, Liverpool, Bristol and
other cities. Five people were
killed in a week of violence in-
cluding arsons and lootings be-

fore the situation was brought
under control.

Media reports said the British
authorities beefed up the police
force at hotspots with many riot
squads, with the police deployed
in London alone totaling over
16,000.

Police arrested some 4,000
suspects over the time. British
police set up task teams to search
for suspects through various
means including checking thou-
sands of hours of videos. It took
several months to carry out in-
vestigations and make arrests,
said reports.

Veteran officer Andy Kurdreck
said law must be enforced in or-
der to prevent chaos from turn-
ing into anarchy, and the per-
petrators of assaults on police,
including throwing bricks and
petrol bombs, should be arrested
and punished in accordance with
law.

In demonstrations in the
United States, people throwing
bricks, bottle bombs or carrying
out arson attacks that cause se-

rious consequences could face
sentences of up to 30 years, Mo
said.

Data from the French Interior
Ministry showed police arrested
some 10,000 people involved in
the recent Yellow Vest protests
staged on weekends that seri-
ously disrupted social order in
France.

LEGISLATION TO DETER
VIOLENCE

The French government has
adopted a tough stance in the
face of the violent Yellow Vest
demonstrations. In February, the
National Assembly approved a
bill designed to reduce and deter
violent acts in demonstrations
and to make sure perpetrators
will be punished.

The legislation authorizes local
governments to ban the people
who are believed to pose a seri-
ous threat to public security from
participating in demonstrations.
It allows the French police to do
more in on-site operations.

Xinhua

imminent international Climate Action Summit

ADDIS ABABA

THE UN Economic Commis-
sion for Africa (ECA) on Sun-
day urged African countries
to voice the continent’s united
position during the upcoming
international Climate Action
Summit.

The ECA asked African coun-
tries to voice their united po-
sition during imminent intl
Climate Action Summit, which
is slated to be convened next
month by the UN Secretary-
General, Antonio Guterres.

Amid the call to find a com-
mon position in the fight
against climate change, the
ECA also revealed that it will
hold a high-level continental
Conference on Climate Change
and Development in Africa
(CCDA) in Ethiopia’s capital
Addis Ababa from August 28-
30 under the theme “Stepping
up Climate Action for Resilient
Economies in Africa.”

According to James
Murombedzi, Chief of the Af-
rican Climate Policy Center
(ACPC) at the ECA, the conti-
nental conference, which will
be held at the African Union
(AU) headquarters, “will help
ensure Africa comes up with a
united position to take to the
Climate Action Summit.”

“The conference is impor-
tant as it will discuss the im-
pacts of climate change on the
continent,” an ECA statement

quoted Murombedzi as saying
on Sunday.

“Just earlier in the year we
had cyclone Idai that killed
thousands in Southern Africa
and destroyed infrastructure
estimated to be worth over a
billion dollars,” the ACPC chief
said, adding “Those are real
consequences that are impact-
ing people’s lives on the conti-
nent which will be discussed
during the meeting, among
other topics.”

The upcoming climate-
themed continental confer-
ence “will also help ensure
that Africa’s voice is amplified
and heard at the summit in
New York in September,” said
Murombedzi.

The conference, which will
bring together the continent’s
climate stakeholders, would
also examine Africa’s Nation-
ally Determined Contributions
and define additional action-
able climate interventions to
alleviate the impacts of climate
change on ordinary people, ac-
cording to the ECA.

The ECA also stressed that
“impacts of climate change are
being felt everywhere and are
having very real consequences
on people’s lives with national
economies being disrupted,
increasing costs and negative
impacts on health, livelihoods
and ecosystems.”

Climate change is also ac-
celerating environmental

degradation and species loss,
generating conflicts, and con-
straining the ability of most
African countries to attain the
global sustainable develop-
ment goals and ideals of Afri-
ca’s Agenda 2063.

The ECA also emphasized
the United Nations’ recent call
targeting world leaders “to
come to the Climate Action
Summit with concrete, realistic
plans to enhance their nation-
ally determined contributions
by 2020, in line with reducing
greenhouse gas emissions by
45 percent over the next dec-
ade, and to net zero emissions
by 2050 as called for by the
Inter-Governmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) report.”

According to the ECA, the
global Climate Action Summit,
among other issues, is expect-
ed to deliberate on the climate
finance and carbon pricing, en-
ergy transition, industry tran-
sition, nature-based solutions
towards reducing emissions,
increasing sink capacity and
enhancing resilience within
and across forestry, agricul-
ture, oceans, and food systems.

The summit also envisaged
to advance mitigation and resil-
ience at urban and local levels,
with a focus on new commit-
ments on low-emission build-
ings, mass transport, and urban
infrastructure; and resilience
for the urban poor.

Xinhua

Chinese young man helps realise dreams of impoverished African children

A CHINESE man named Yin
Binbin, who has worked four
years in a Kenyan slum, is making
efforts to help the impoverished
Kenyan children realize their
dreams.

The Mathare Valley, located
in Nairobi, is the second largest
slum area in Kenya. Covering an
area of three square kilometers,
it is home to around 600,000
people, most of whom are living
in chronic poverty according to
the World Bank standard.

The place not only lacks clean
drinking water and basic sanitary
guarantee, but also is threatened
by violence and diseases.

Yin, born in 1990s, came to
Kenya for the first time in 2014
as a volunteer teacher at a local
primary school. Seeing the shabby

teaching facilities, the young man
decided to build a school with
concrete for the local students.

After posting information on
the internet, Yin received dona-
tions from over 1,000 Chinese
netizens, and the primary school,
Changrong School was finally
established.

“I can hardly believe that a
primary school in the slum can be
built with joint efforts,” Yin said
excitedly.

From then on, the young man
determined to continue bringing
benefits to children in the slums.
He co-founded Dream Building
Service Association (DBSA), a
non-profit organization dedicated
to the survival and development
of children in impoverished areas
throughout the world, to do more

for the children.

So far, the DBSA has recruited
over 100 Chinese university stu-
dents and overseas students.

A Chinese volunteer is tutoring a slum child in Kenya.

Local children would cheer
Chris, the English name of Yin,
once they saw him, and they
would also call out “China!

China!” and give high-fives when
seeing Chinese faces.

At the end of 2016, the Caso
School in the Mathare Valley was
burned down due to an explo-
sion of a neighboring chemical
plant. The principal Samuem
went to Yin for help, hoping
that the DBSA could rebuild the
school.

“They are one of the best char-
ity organizations in the slums and
have the abilities to reconstruct
anew school,” the principal said
when explaining why he chose
the Chinese volunteers.

After more than one year’s
fundraising and construction,

a new two-storey school house
was completed this August at the
original site, covering an area of
over 360 square meters. It has 14

classrooms that can accommo-
date some 400 students.

Thanks to Chinese firms
including Keda Ceramics, the
school was one of the best
schools at the Mathare Valley,
and also the first school decorat-
ed with floor tiles and suspended
ceilings, said Yin.

Up to now, the DBSA has built
three primary schools at Mathare
Valley.

In addition, the non-profit or-
ganization jointly launched a free
lunch program for children in
Kenya together with China Social
Welfare Foundation, benefiting
over 1,600 students at seven slum
schools. Now, the charity pro-
gram has spread to five African
countries, including Tanzania,
Uganda, Ethiopia and Malawi.

“It can be projected that by the
end of this year, we will provide
free food for more than 10,000
African children. It’s hoped that
the program can go to dozens of
African countries and become an
international charity program of
China,” said Yin.

He added that the free lunch
program had signed a memo-
randum of understanding with
Rachel Ruto, the wife of Kenyan
Deputy President William Ruto.

She thanked the Chinese
volunteers for all the efforts they
made for Kenya, saying that the
free lunch program could help
starving children as well as pro-
mote education in impoverished
communities.

People’s Daily
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Tiger Woods, center, walks to the 13th green during the final round of the BMW Championship golf
tournament at Medinah Country Club, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2019, in Medinah, lil. (AP Photo)

Early end of season for Woods
doesn’t take away from Masters

MEDINAH, Il

FOR the fifth time in the last six years,
August on the PGA Tour means no more
Tiger Woods for the rest of the season.

Only now he’s healthy.

He also is the Masters champion. And that
makes it a season he wouldn’t trade.

“Very special to win my 15th major and get
my fifth jacket,” Woods said Sunday. “Those
are special moments to be able to have an
opportunity like that. And the rest of the
tournaments I didn’t really play as well as I
wanted. But at the end of the day, I'm the one
with the green jacket.”

Rarely has Woods smiled so wide after not
meeting a goal.

His season ended at Medinah, where he
won two PGA Championship titles at the peak
of his game and his health. He closed with
an even-par 72 in the BMW Championship
and tied for 37th, nowhere near what he
needed to move into the top 30 in the FedEx
Cup and advance to the season-ending Tour
Championship next week at East Lake.

“It’s disappointing,” Woods said about not
returning to Atlanta. “I wish I could have. Last
year culminated in a pretty special moment
for me, and it would have been nice to go
back there. But I'll be watching the guys on
TV.”

It will be the 15th time in his career that
Woods did not show up to defend a title on
the PGA Tour, remarkable considering that
Fred Couples only won 15 times in his career.
The other occasions of not defending a title
usually involved a change in the schedule, a
tournament ending or health reasons.

This is the first time because he wasn’t
eligible.

He started the PGA Tour postseason at No.
28, but withdrew after a 75 in the first round
at Liberty National with what he called a mild
oblique strain. That dropped him to No. 38 in
the FedEx Cup, and he finished at No. 42.

It was mildly surprising Woods even made
it to Medinah to give it a try, and he looked
fairly normal, except for some rust. He gave
it his best shot at returning to the scene of
perhaps the biggest moment in golflast year —
a victory at East Lake, with thousands of fans
spilling inside the ropes to watch Woods cap
off his comeback from four back surgeries by
beating the best players.

And then he did it again where it really
matters — a major.

Woods needed some help from Francesco
Molinari’s tee shot into Rae’s Creek on the
12th hole in the final round, and similar
blunders by Brooks Koepka and Tony Finau,

but he looked like the Woods of old instead
of an old Woods with his mistake-free finish
for a 15th major, his first in 11 years.

Just like that, the count to Jack Nicklaus
and his 18 majors was on again.

Instead, that was as good as it got.

He spoke vaguely of his back not being
right in the cold of Bethpage Black for
the PGA Championship in May, his first
tournament since the Masters. He never got
on track at Pebble Beach for the U.S. Open.
After another long break, he missed the cut
at the British Open and then simply wanted
to get home.

But he won the Masters, and that makes
up for a lot.

“It’s like T told him coming off 18, he’s got
the jacket. That’s all that matters,” caddie
Joe LaCava said. “I'd be lying if I told you I
wasn’t disappointed with the second half
of the season. If I was happy and satisfied, I
shouldn’t be in the industry.”

LaCava also has a sense of how Woods is
feeling at age 43 with eight surgeries — four
on his knee through 2008, four on his back
since 2014.

“By the time we get around to next year,
he’ll be refocused and be ready and get after
it,” La Cava said.

The season is over. The year is not.

Woods heads home for a nine-week break
before returning for the first PGA Tour event
in Japan at the end of October. He has his
Hero World Challenge in the Bahamas the
first week of December, followed by his role
as U.S. captain in the Presidents Cup at Royal
Melbourne.

He did not make the team. It would be
surprising if he picked himself, especially
playing only one tournament in Japan, for
one of his four captain’s choices.

Woods finished the season with 12
tournaments, his shortest PGA Tour
season when healthy without any outside
distractions. He wasn’t always tournament
sharp, and now he has two months of no
competition.

“I think right now the most important thing
is fitness, for sure,” Woods said. “Keep going
the way I'm going right now because I need to
get a little bit stronger in certain body parts,
activate different areas. I need to get those
parts stronger and then starting building up
my game for Japan.”

He won't be in Georgia next week for the
Tour Championship.

Instead, Woods will be at home in South
Florida where he has a green jacket to remind
him that yes, it was a year worth celebrating.

AP

New local season preview

By Correspondent Lloyd Elipokea

IT is an incontrovertible truism that some sporting seasons
stand out from all of the others and live longer in the memories
of connoisseurs and aficionados of matters sports.

This is an indisputable fact which holds true across the
enormously vast expanse of the globe.

For example, it is understandable why few years in Nigerian
football lore will ever come close to recapturing the spell-
binding magic witnessed in 1996.

Indeed, that year, the Nigerian U-23 football team captained
by one Nwankwo Kanu made everyone sit up and take
notice after they became the first African team in history to
triumphantly cart home the gold medal for football at the 1996
Atlanta Olympics.

Interestingly, we experienced a similarly glorious and heady
football campaign last season right here in our own neck of the
woods in ‘Bongoland’.

Firstly, time appeared to momentarily stand still (figuratively
at least) when the Taifa Stars admirably secured qualification
for this year’s AFCON Finals that took place in the ‘Home of
Ancient Civilization’, Egypt a few months ago.

Pleasingly though, there were more record-breaking football
feats to come. Indeed, against all the odds, Simba SC went on
an improbable, storybook run for the ages in the elite CAF
Champions League last season slaying a few towering giants
along the way en route to progressing to the quarterfinals of
continental club football’s most coveted championship.

Nevertheless, now that we stand on the verge of a brand
new season on the domestic football patch, the question that
is uppermost in the minds of many wananchi is: what can the
Stars and the reigning league champions, Simba, do for an
encore this time around?

Can they even possibly top their sublime exploits of last
season?

Well, with regards to the Msimbazi Street outfit, they have
already certainly served fair warning of their typically sky-
high ambitions in the new season which is looming large on
the horizon. This follows their 4-2 victory over Azam FC in the
traditional curtain-raiser to the domestic league campaign the
esteemed, one-off Community Shield encounter last Saturday
at the National Stadium in Dar es Salaam.

In the big picture, though, many unbridled Simba supporters

Thomas holds
on to win BMW
Championship

MEDINAH, Ilil.

STAKED to a six-shot lead, Justin Thomas spent more time
Sunday worrying about what could go wrong than ending 12
months without winning.

And right when it started to go wrong, Thomas delivered his
biggest shots in the BMW Championship.

In a span of three holes around the turn at Medinah, his six-shot
lead shrunk to two. Thomas answered with two clutch wedge
shots, two big putts and sailed to a 4-under 68 to secure a three-
shot victory over Patrick Cantlay, who gave him a battle to the end
with a 65.

“Patrick played unbelievably, put a lot of heat on me,” Thomas
said. “In the end, it could have been good for me. It kept me
focused, kept my head down. ... I was really nervous going into
today. I remembered that it’s really hard to win a golf tournament,
and I'm glad that I was able to do so.”

The timing was ideal.

His first victory since the World Golf Championship at Firestone
last year moved him to the top of the FedEx Cup going into the
Tour Championship, where he will start the tournament at
10-under par with a two-shot lead under the new scoring format
as the final 30 players chase a $15 million first prize.

“I can certainly say I never slept on a Wednesday lead,” Thomas
said.

Cantlay, who made four straight birdies around the turn,
secured the No. 2 position and will start at 8 under. Brooks Koepka
will be 7 under, a staggered start all the way down to even par for
the final five players.

That includes Lucas Glover, who went bogey-double bogey
until finishing with a two-putt par from 40 feet to secure his first
trip to the Tour Championship in 10 years.

It will not include Masters champion Tiger Woods, the defending
champion.

Woods was a long shot going into the final round to crack the
top 30, and he closed with a 72. East Lake was his first victory in
five years, capping his return from four back surgeries, a special
moment replaced some six months later by his Masters victory.

“It’s disappointing,” Woods said. “Last year culminated in a
pretty special moment for me and would have been nice to go
back there.”

Hideki Matsuyama took the 36-hole lead with a 63 until falling
back with a 73. He responded with another 63 to finish alone in
third, making him one of three players who moved into the top 30
to reach East Lake. The other was Jason Kokrak, but only after JT.
Poston made bogey on his final hole.

The final day to earn the eight automatic spots on the Presidents
Cup changed nothing for either team.

Bryson DeChambeau held onto the final spot for the Americans
when Tony Finau, who needed to finish alone in third, closed with
a 69 and finished fourth. Jason Day failed to work his way into an
automatic spot for the International side.

There wasn’t supposed to be much drama in the tournament,
either, not with Thomas coming off a 61 to build a six-shot lead.
Only seven players dating to 1928 had ever lost a six-shot lead on
the PGA Tour. Thomas didn’t want to be the next.

That’s why he shut off his phone on his way to the course. It
seemed everyone but him had already declared him the winner,
and he found no refuge in the locker room.

“Guys giving me advice in the locker room how to finish off a
tournament,” Thomas said. “T was like, Tve done this a couple
times guys but, thank you.” That’s what I was saying on the way
over here. It’s a lot of the outside noise that makes it harder
sometimes to stay focused.”

And the nature of that advice?

“Talk to your caddie a lot. Make sure you keep talking,” Thomas
said. 0K, as long as you stop talking it’s fine with me.”

He did talk to his caddie, mostly to get yardage from the rough
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Azam FC defender, Bruce Kangwa (R), dribbles past Simba right fullback, Shomari Kapombe, during this
year's Community Shield match, which took place in Dar es Salaam on Saturday. Simba won 4-2. PHOTO:

COURTESY OF TFF

must have been heartened by the fact that one of
the club’s new signings, Francis Kahata of Kenya,
managed to get himself on the score-sheet last
weekend.

Still, despite conquering Azam FC recently, no
one disputes the fact that Simba SC will have it

all to do if they are to match their memorable
showings of last season.

That being said, it is doubtlessly going to be
mightily interesting to see how the Msimbazi
Street side perform in the forthcoming league
campaign, which is merely a few days away.

Justin Thomas holds holds the J.K. Wadley trophy after he won the final round at the BMW Championship
golftournament at Medinah Country Club, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2019, in Medinah, lll. He finished under 25. (AP
Photo)

because he didn’t hit a fairway until the fifth hole.
Cantlay also got off to a slow start, and Thomas
still had his six-shot lead through seven holes.
But not for long.

Cantlay made an 8-foot birdie on No. 7, followed
with a 12-foot birdie on No. 8 and a 6-foot birdie
on No. 9. Thomas then helped out by hitting his
second to the par-5 10th under a tree, hitting left-
handed to get it out and making bogey. Cantlay
made his fourth straight birdie, and the lead was
down to two with eight holes remaining.

That’s when Thomas came to life with a wedge
to 2 feet for birdie.

“The birdie on 11 was huge,” Thomas said.
“That propelled me for the rest of the round.”

More important was his 12-foot par putt on the
next hole. And then after Cantlay rolled in a 15-

foot birdie on the par-3 13th, Thomas matched
him from 12 feet.

Cantlay, who had nine birdies in the final
round, missed an 8-foot birdie putt on the 14th
and a 15-foot eagle putt on the 15th after driving
onto the green.

“When youre as far behind as you are, you
kind of need everything to right,” Cantlay said.
“Neither of those putts dropped at a point where
I needed them to.”

Thomas finished at 25-under 263 — seven shots
lower than what Woods shot at Medinah when
he won the 2006 PGA Championship — and
earned $1,665,000. Even more money is at stake
next week, though this was a burden lifted. All he
cared about was winning,

AP
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In 1 game, Bale shows he can
still contribute at Real Madrid

MADRID

JUST like that, Gareth Bale is part
of the solution for Real Madrid again.

After only one game back as a start-
er, the player who wasn’t wanted by
coach Zinedine Zidane a few weeks
ago showed he can still contribute to
the team.

Zidane started Bale in the team’s
Spanish league opener on Saturday
— less than a month after saying his
transfer would be good for everyone
— and got a positive response from
the Wales forward in a 3-1 win over
Celta Vigo.

Bale’s good performance was a
relief after Zidane and Madrid had
struggled to find ways to deal with
the forward following failed attempts
to transfer him in the offseason.

“He is going to stay,” Zidane said
Saturday. “All the players we have
now are focused on the season
ahead. Bale and all the players want
to stay and want to do their best to
defend this jersey.”

Bale had a great first half against
Celta, setting up Karim Benzema’s
opening goal with a perfectly placed
cross in the 12th minute. He nearly
found the net himself a few moments
later with a shot that prompted a
good save by the opposing goalkeep-
er.

After being substituted by Fran-
cisco “Isco” Alarcon toward the end
of the second half, Bale was saluted
by Zidane and his teammates on the
bench.

“Bale has helped us win titles, he
has scored important goals for us,”
Madrid midfielder Casemiro said.
“We have a lot of respect for him.
He has to keep playing, he is a great
player.”

FAIRYTALE APPEARANCE

Athletic Bilbao striker Aritz Aduriz
returned from his post-match inter-
view to find his teammates applaud-
ing him and chanting his name in the
locker room.

The 38-year-old veteran had just
scored an amazing overhead kick a
minute after entering the match in
the 88th, giving Athletic an opening
win against defending champion

Barcelona.

It was the perfect start to Aduriz’s
final season as a player.

The former Spain international an-
nounced he will be retiring this sea-
son, ending a career that will include
more than 400 matches and 170
goals with the Basque Country club.

“Football is so beautiful sometimes
because of things like this. It gives
you chances like this,” Aduriz said.
“It will be impossible not to miss this.
I'm just incredibly happy to be able
to choose how I'm ending my career,
and to be able to do it at the place
that I'love the most.”

BARCELONA'S INJURIES

Barcelona is off to its worst league
start in a decade and injury woes
could keep the two-time defending
champions from rebounding quickly.

It remains unclear whether Lionel
Messi and Luiz Suarez will be avail-
able for the match against Real Betis
on Sunday, as both continue to nurse
muscle injuries.

Messi got hurt in the preseason
and didn’t play in Friday’s 1-O loss at
Athletic Bilbao, while Suarez didn’t
make it past halftime in the opener.

Messi is expected to return to
practice this week and has a greater
chance of being in the lineup against
Betis, but Sudrez is not as likely to be
fit in time for Sunday’s game.

Barcelona had won 10 straight
league openers.

HARSH RED CARDS

Refereeing officials warned before
the league started they would not tol-
erate fouls that could lead to Achilles
injuries.

A couple of players got to see first-
hand that the officials were serious
about their warning, including Luka
Modric.

The Real Madrid midfielder was
sent off for stepping on an opponent
from behind in the team’s opener
against Celta Vigo on Saturday.

A day later, it was Getafe’s Jorge
Molina who was ejected for a similar
foul in the game against Atlético Ma-
drid. In both occasions, the red cards
were shown after video reviews.

AP

Bayern Munich sign Coutinho
on loan from Barcelona

MUNICH

BUNDESLIGA champions Bayern
Munich have signed Barcelona mid-
fielder Philippe Coutinho on loan for
the season, the two clubs confirmed
on Monday.

Bayern will pay a loan fee of 8.5
million euros and pay his wages.
They have the option of making the
deal permanent for a fee of 120 mil-
lion euros.

Coutinho, who joined Barcelona
in January last year for approximate-
ly 142 million pounds, was the third
most expensive transfer in history
but he failed to hit the same heights
at the Camp Nou as he did with Liv-
erpool.

“FC Barcelona and Bayern Mu-
nich have reached an agreement
for the loan of the player Philippe
Coutinho to the German club for the
2019/20 season,” Barcelona said in a
statement.

“Barcelona would like to thank to
publicly thank Philippe Coutinho
for his commitment and dedication
wishes him all the best in this new
stage of his career.”

Coutinho will wear the number 10
shirt previously worn by Dutchman
Arjen Robben, who retired at the
end of last season.

“We've been working on bringing
in Philippe Coutinho for quite some
time and weTre very happy that
we’ve been able to complete this
transfer,” Bayern CEO Karl-Heinz
Rummenigge said.

“Our thanks go to FC Barcelona
for agreeing to the transfer. With
his creativity and outstanding skills,
Philippe is a player who will immedi-
ately strengthen our attack.”

Bayern, who drew their first
league game 2-2 with Hertha Berlin
last weekend, play away at Schalke
on Saturday.

REUTERS

Moved to Arsenal to experience new challenge, says Luiz

LONDON

DEFENDER David Luiz said he
decided to move from Chelsea to
Premier League rivals Arsenal for a
different challenge after an “honest
conversation” with manager Frank
Lampard about the Stamford Bridge
club’s new direction.

Luiz, 32, made a deadline day
move across London to Arsenal
where he signed a two-year contract
after spending three seasons in a
second stint with Chelsea. He made
his Arsenal debut last weekend in a
2-1 home win over Burnley.

With Chelsea operating under a
FIFA transfer ban, Lampard’s poli-
cy has been to build the side with
younger players, choosing to start
Andreas Christensen and Kurt Zou-
ma in central defence in his first two
league games.

“Everyone knows I was so happy
in Chelsea and won many trophies
there. I had a real honest conversa-

tion with Lamps and Lamps had
different ideas for his plans for the
year,” Luiz told reporters.

“So the best way for me to respect
the club where I can was to move on,
try a new challenge and give him the
opportunity to do his job.

“I'm so happy here as since the
first day I felt welcome. This is a big
club and I want to be here and see it
shine on the pitch and outside.”

Luiz said he could have remained
at Stamford Bridge, where he had
signed a new two-year contract ex-
tension at the end of last season af-
ter helping the club finish third in
the league, but chose to seek a new
challenge.

“I am a guy with ambition and that
is why I moved,” Luiz added. “I could
have chosen a comfortable zone and
got money and be cool and that is it.

“But I like a new a challenge and
new things in my life.”

REUTERS

Chelsea’s front-foot football cost Lampard on Stamford Bridge return

LONDON

THE venue was familiar. The vantage point was
not.

Few people on the planet know Stamford Bridge
better than Frank Lampard, who turned the West
London stadium into his own back garden during a
phenomenal 13-year Chelsea career in which he won
11 major trophies and became the club’s record goal
scorer. But while he probably trampled every single
blade of grass on the pitch during his time in Chel-
sea blue, he didn’t spend much time in the dugout. Of
the 218 Premier League appearances he made at the
Bridge, only 15 came from the bench.

The bench, though, is his new domain, and it was
towards that area, just to the right of the players’ tun-
nel, that all eyes in the stadium turned when the new
Chelsea manager emerged shortly before kickoff
in his side’s 1-1 draw with Leicester City on Sunday.
Wearing a white tracksuit top and dark blue tracksuit
bottoms, he embraced Leicester manager Brendan
Rodgers at the mouth of the tunnel before applaud-
ing all four sides of the ground, a chorus of “Super
Frankie Lampard!” booming down from all around.

A photographic portrait of Lampard against a gold
background adorned the front of the match pro-
gramme. On the walk to the ground down Fulham
Road, blue and white “SUPER FRANK LAMPARD”
scarves hung from every stall. In the shadow cast by
the chunk of wall from the back of the original Shed
End, which runs along the stadium’s southern perim-
eter, fans posed for photographs in front of a picture
of a beaming Lampard brandishing the Champions
League trophy in 2012. Win or lose, this day was al-
ways going to be about him.

As it happened, Lampard spent most of the first
half standing on the edge of his technical area, rather
than sitting in the dugout, and it was from there that
he watched Mason Mount give his side a seventh-
minute lead that rewarded the hosts’ aggressive start
to the game. When Wilfred Ndidi turned his back
on the play after receiving the ball from goalkeeper
Kasper Schmeichel, Mount pounced, nicking the ball
off the Nigerian and brilliantly clipping a low shot
past the flat-footed Schmeichel with his right foot.

Lampard punched the air with delight before turn-
ing to flash a telling grin at his coaching staff. Mount
was with him on loan at Derby County last season,

Leicester’s Wilfred Ndidi, 2nd left, scores his side’s first goal dur(ixgthe English Premier League soccer match between Chelsea and Leicester City

at Stamford Bridge stadium in London, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2019.

where Lampard launched his managerial
career, and the 20-year-old academy grad-
uate’s integration into the Chelsea first XI is
a central pillar of the former England mid-
fielder’s quest to make the West London
club competitive despite the transfer ban
they are under.

Lampard spoke out in defence of Mount
after the midfielder’s place in the team was
questioned by Jose Mourinho, Lampard’s
former Stamford Bridge mentor, in the
wake of Chelsea’s 4-0 defeat at Manchester
United on the opening weekend. This was
vindication, but it would be fleeting.

Chelsea’s transfer embargo meant that,
contrary to previous seasons, there was
only one new signing making his home
debut. US. international Christian Pulisic
had shown exciting glimpses of his talent
in Wednesday’s penalty shootout defeat

Photo)

by Liverpool in the UEFA Super Cup, but
here he cut a peripheral figure and was
withdrawn with 20 minutes remaining. By
which time the game had changed com-
pletely. Rodgers is no stranger to Stamford
Bridge himself, having started his coaching
career at Chelsea under Mourinho’s tute-
lage, and as the game wore on his Leicester
side assumed control.

Chelsea’s commitment to front-foot foot-
ball - another tenet of the Lampard phi-
losophy -- meant they kept leaving space in
front of their back four, which Leicester’s at-
tacking players streamed into at will. After
Hamza Choudhury and James Maddison
had threatened, they levelled in the 66th
minute when Ndidi found space between
Kurt Zouma and Cesar Azpilicueta to head
home Maddison’s corner from the right
and atone for his role in Chelsea’s opener.

Lampard’s response was to introduce
Willian and Mateo Kovacic in place of
Jorginho and Pulisic, having earlier sent on
Tammy Abraham up front, but Leicester
came closest to winning it when the dan-
gerous Maddison skipped past Emerson
Palmieri and blazed over. Although Chel-
sea continued to push, the final whistle
brought more relief than frustration to the
home supporters.

“That first patch [of the game] was how
we want to play, and the rest of the game
was not how we want to play,” said Lam-
pard, who remains without a win after
three games as Chelsea manager.

“In the second half we left far too many
spaces for them. That was the disappoint-
ing thing for me, that we couldn’t sustain
that energy from the early part of the game.

(Agencies)

Dani Alves’ fairytale start at Sao Paulo

By Tim Vickery, South America correspondent

IT was always going to happen.

After spending more than a decade and a half
in Europe, Dani Alves made his return to Brazilian
football on Saturday -- and turned it into a triumph,
scoring the only goal of the game in Sao Paulo’s 1-O
win at home against Ceara.

A few months ago, this might have been seen as a
has-been eeking out the end of his career in a crisis
club. The injury that ruled Alves out of last year’s
World Cup appeared to have brought his days at
the top level to an end. He had impressed at Sevilla,
hit magnificent heights at Barcelona and proved
his worth at Juventus.

Then Paris Saint-Germain brought him in, main-
ly, it seemed, because he was seen as a stabilising in-
fluence on Neymar. And so, at the end of last season,
when PSG let Alves go, it was an advance warning
that the club had lost patience with their Brazilian
star. And so if they no longer needed Neymar, they no
longer needed Alves.

But Brazil did. Coach Tite still had a place for him.
He would have been captain in last year’s World Cup.
He was the captain now. And he was not only neces-
sary as aleader, but also as a player - Tite had thought
long and hard about the World Cup defeat to Bel-
gium. Against a top level team, Brazil were too open.
He would achieve balance by tweaking the role of the
full-backs. He was not looking for auxiliary wingers,
repeatedly charging up and down the flanks.

Rather than the Liverpool model of the full-back,
he was looking to Manchester City -- for players who
can hold the defensive line, construct from deep and
arrive occasionally in the attacking line as an element
of surprise. It is a role that can be played by a veteran
-- and all of this explains why there is still a place in
the team for Alves while swashbuckling left-back
Marcelo, five years younger, has been discarded.

And so Alves turned the Copa America into a giant
billboard advertising his own continued value. He
was chosen as the outstanding player of the tourna-
ment. He had the prize position in the shop window.
He could have gone anywhere - and it is this which
has made his return to Brazil so important and dra-
matic. Much like Juan Sebastian Veron turning his
back on Italian football and going home to Estudi-
antes more than a decade ago, Alves chose with his
heart.

He is a Sao Paulo supporter. True, the connection is
nothing like as close as that of Veron with Estudiant-
es. The father of Veron was a massive idol of the club,
Veron grew up inside the club’s culture and started
his career there. And after his glorious second spell
with Estudiantes, he has gone on to be the president.

Alves grew up in Brazil's North East, over a thou-
sand miles from Sao Paulo -- much further, for exam-
ple than the distance that separates London from
Barcelona. But the glamour clubs of the South East,
Rio and Sao Paulo, have always captured nation-
wide imagination in Brazil, and Alves is just the
right age to have fallen under the spell of Sao Pau-
lo’s attractive and all conquering side of the early
1990s, coached by Tele Santana and captained by
Rai.

An interesting and belated trend in South Ameri-

Dani Alves made his return to Brazil on Saturday -- and turned it into a triumph. (Agencies)

can football is for ex-players to be used
in directorial positions, and this helps ex-
plain some of the recent imports. Italian
midfielder Daniele De Rossi joined Boca
Juniors in Argentina, persuaded by his
former teammate Nico Burdisso, who is
now Boca’s director of football. And Sao
Paulo director Rai played a key role in
the seduction of Alves.

Once held up as an example of a well
run Brazilian club, Sao Paulo have re-
cently fallen on hard times. Just over a
decade ago they won the Brazilian title
three times in a row, and beat Liverpool
to become Club World champions in
2005. But they all seems a long time in
the past. Internal divisions have taken
their toll.

The club were humiliatingly knocked

_| Gwi

out of this year’s Copa Libertadores in
the qualifying round -- some even saw
them as candidates for relegation when
the Brazilian league kicked off. Instead,
with some interesting young players,
they have done better than expected -
and now hope to do even better.

Along with Alves, the club have also
signed the Spain international Juanfran.
He is a right-back -- which means that
Alves is being pushed forward into an at-
tacking midfield role.

It is worth remembering that when
Brazil were down to 10 men and hang-
ing on against Peru in the closing stages
of the Copa America final, Real Madrid’s
Eder Militao came off the bench to play
at right-back, pushing the captain higher
up the field.

by David Chikoko

Defending has never been his special-
ity, and he will now be free to construct
-- but right-back remains his Brazil posi-
tion.

He has few quality rivals, and is keen to
make a bid to stay in the side all the way
to the next World Cup, when he will be
closing on 40.

For the time being, the relevance of 40
in his life is that it refers to the number
of titles he has won. Sao Paulo fans will
be hoping he can add to that number.
His storming debut gave cause for hope.
Alves lead the field in terms of on target
shots and pass completion -- and, in a
move set up by Juanfran, who also had a
fine debut, he burst into the Ceara area
to win the points for his side with a cute
finish.
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Smith moves
to No.21n
Test rankings
for batsmen

LONDON

STEVEN Smith has leapfrogged Kane Williamson to
second place on the ICC Test rankings for batsmen after
amassing 378 runs in three innings at an average of 126 in
the ongoing Ashes series.

Pat Cummins, meanwhile, has consolidated his place
at the top of the bowlers rankings to such an extent that
only four men have ever accumulated more rating points
than the 914 he has now (Sydney Barnes 932, George
Lohmann 931, Imran Khan 922, Muttiah Muralitharan
920, if you were curious).

Much of the focus though remains on Smith whoisin a
race against time to be fit for the third Ashes Test at Head-
ingley after sustaining a ‘mild concussion’ after taking a
Jofra Archer bouncer to the neck.

Despite being out of international cricket for a year, he
hasreduced the gap to the No.1spot - currently occupied
by Virat Kohli - to just nine points. England captain Joe
Root has dropped to ninth place from sixth.

Marnus Labuschagne, who had stepped in as Test
cricket’s first concussion substitute after Smith was with-
drawn from the Lord’s Test, vaulted 16 places to 82nd
among batsmen.

Labuschange, too, was struck on the hemlet by Archer,
but soldiered on to make a gritty 59 that was central to
Australia saving the Test.

Ben Stokes, who struck 115 off 165 balls in England’s sec-
ond innings at Lord’s, jumped from 32nd to 26th among
batsmen while opener Rory Burns gained 17 places to
64th. Burns had followed his century at Edgbaston with
a first-innings 53 at Lord’s.

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka captain Dimuth Karunaratne
broke into the top ten after his fourth-innings 122 handed
Sri Lanka 60 points in their first World Test Champion-
ship match, against New Zealand in Galle.

Karunaratne moved from 12th to eighth while New
Zealand left-arm spinner Ajaz Patel jumped 14 places to
61st among bowlers after claiming a match haul of six
wickets in the Galle Test.

Among the other bowlers in action over the past week,
Archer, who created such an impact on debut, entered
the rankings in 83rd place, while Jack Leach, also impres-
sive at Lord’s, moved up eight spots to No. 40.

And after Sri Lanka’s win in Galle, Akila Dananjaya,
who picked up five wickets in the first innings, has gone
up to 36th position on the table. AGENCIES
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Kigurunyembe Secondary School's physical education teacher, Daniel Exaud (in blue T-shirt), trains the
school's handball squad in Morogoro last weekend. Over 20 students are participating in the training, which
gears towards preparing the squad for the next year’s schools competitions at the regional level. PHOTO:
MICHAEL SIKAPUNDWA
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Yanga defender, Lamine Moro (L), challenges Township Rollers’ player in the first leg of the preliminary round of the CAF Champions League which took
place in Dar es Salaam two weeks ago. Yanga posted 1-1 draw with Township Rollers. PHOTO: COURTESY OF TFF

Yanga SC

By Corr P P

TANZANIA’s soccer big guns, Young Af-
ricans (Yanga) Sports Club, jets off for Bo-
tswana today for the second leg of the CAF
Champions League’s preliminary round
against Township Rollers, slated for Satur-
day.

Yanga’s acting secretary general Dismas
Ten said all preparations for the trip to
Botswana are over and his team is in great
shape ahead of the match, which will take
place in Gaborone.

He said he is confident his side will qual-
ify for the next round of the premier con-
tinental club tournament at the expense of
Township Rollers.

The two teams were locked to 1-1 draw
in the first leg of the preliminary round
which took place at National Stadium in
Dar es Salaam two weeks ago.

“The team depart tomorrow (today) for
Botswana and all players are ready for the
encounter against Township Rollers,” he

ALWAYsS RememBer
THIT We ake IN THIS
WakLP 7o HELP aTHeks

said.

“I'm confident we will qualify for the next
round, yes it will not be an easy match, but
we are well prepared for them,” he said.

He further disclosed that the squad’s
three newly signed players Mustafa Sele-
mani, David Molinga and Farouk Shikalo
will not make the trip due to problems
with their transfers.

Yanga had two friendly games against
Police Tanzania and AFC Leopards of Ke-
nya last week to prepare for the coming
continental assignment.

They lost 2-0 to Police Tanzania in Kili-
manjaro and then cruised to 1-O win over
AFC Leopards in Arusha.

After the AFC Leopards game, Yanga
head coach Mwinyi Zahera said he has
been impressed by the performance of his
side and noted he is confident it will regis-
ter good results in Botswana.

“The squad did not play well in the game
against Police Tanzania, but against AFC
Leopards we played well,” he noted.

FlEXi bles by David Chikoko

leaves for Botswana

“I'm happy with the performance and
the weather here in Arusha is very good,
it’s similar to that of Botswana, our stay in
Arusha has helped the players acclimatize
with the Gaborone weather.”

Meanwhile, Township Rollers head
coach, Tomas Trucher, is reported to have
said his side will emerge victorious on Sat-
urday and asked his team’s supporters to
cheer the players.

“We stood firm and we know with a fully
packed stadium here at home we can do
it. I am asking all Rollers fans to attend the
second leg as we, together, can succeed,”
he disclosed.

Aggregate winners will face the aggre-
gate winners in preliminary round game
between Zesco United of Zambia and
Green Mamba of Eswatini.

Zesco United enjoyed a 2-0 away win in
the first leg, they, for that matter, are in an
advantageous position ahead of the sec-
ond leg to be played in Ndola on Saturday.
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Morogoro
school
targets
success

in 2020
UMISSETA
games

By Correspondent Michael Sikapundwa,

Morogoro

MOROGORO’s Kigurunyembe
Secondary School has expressed
determination to produce compe-
tent performers that will help the
region achieve success in the next
year’s inter-secondary schools games
(Umisseta)’s handball competition.

Morogoro won the handball tour-
nament in both boys’ and girls’ cat-
egories in this season’s Umisseta
games that took place in Mtwara.

With most of the players making
the handball team at the school be-
ing expected to sit for this year’s
Form Four national examinations,
the school noted it has set its sight
on grooming performers for the re-
gional team which will compete in
the next year’s games.

Daniel Exaud, who coaches Kigu-
runyembe Secondary School’s team,
disclosed the schools is set to start
grooming Form One pupils for the
handball team with a view to seeing
to it the youngsters replace the ones
that are currently in Form Four.

“The school’s management has set
up training sessions for over 20 boys,
most of whom are in Form One, with
a view to producing players for the
regional side which will battle it out
in the next year’s games,” Exaud, a
product of Mwanza’s Malya College
of Sports Development, noted.

He said Form One students have
enough time to attend training ses-
sions in comparison with their coun-
terparts who are close to sitting for
the national examinations.

The school’s handball was instru-
mental in Morogoro’s tremendous
achievement in the Umisseta games
held this year.

The region won five trophies in
the games with the region’s handball
teams winning two of the trophies.

The success has encouraged coach
Exaud to opt for morning and eve-
ning sessions for his team.

He noted the sessions focus on see-
ing to it the players are perfecting
techniques that include passing and
receiving.

He associated the inclusion of over-
age players in some of the squads
which took part in the Umisseta
games, which were held in Mtwara,
with poor preparation and lack of
sustainable strategies.

He added hiring overage players
discourages the upcoming perform-
ers that are eligible for the games.

He mentioned failure to access
sponsorship as one of major chal-
lenges that junior sports teams are
experiencing.

He said the teams, for that matter,
resort to using such equipment like
used balls in training sessions.

Training grounds, he noted, also
have such equipment like wooden
goal posts which can easily be de-
stroyed by either downpour or ants.

“I call on companies, institutions
and individuals to invest in handball
with a view to seeing to it we produce
good players for tournaments which
will be held in future, the youngsters
can promote the companies’ prod-
ucts,” he noted.

He pointed out his squad has lined
up friendly matches against teams
from Morogoro, Alfa and Kizuka sec-
ondary schools and St. Joseph Col-
lege.

The matches, he noted, will make
it easy for him to identify his team’s
weaknesses.

The team’s captain David Frank
congratulated the government for
valuing physical education teachers.

The school’s students who are par-
ticipating in soccer and other sports,
he noted, have started taking the
sports seriously from the time the
physical education teachers were
employed.

He promised the team’s players will
excel in studies and the sport.




