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BUSINESS

By Guardian Reporter

SHAREHOLDERS of Mnazi Bay natu-ral gas extractor, Wentworth Resources Plc will distribute among themselves U$1.32 million (over 3.06bn/-) in interim dividend for the year ending June, 2021 thanks to the company’s good perfor-mance.
In its half year results which also an-nounced former Tanzania Investment Centre Executive Director, Juliet Kairuki as non-executive board member, the London Stock Exchange listed firm said its record financial results achievement was due to growing demand of gas and increasingly stronger fundamentals.Commenting on the impressive per-formance, Wentworth Resources’ CEO, Katherine Roe said the 1H results have 

delivered a record financial and opera-tional performance which underpins the decision to increase the interim dividend. 
“Following a challenging period of global economic uncertainty, to have delivered this record performance demonstrates once again the strength of our fundamentals. Our commitment to maintaining these is unwavering,” Roe said.

The company said the interim divi-dend declared is an increase of 10 per-cent compared to U$1.2 million which was declared during the same period last year. The latest interim dividend brings the total dividend distribution declared in the last 12 months to U$5.12 million.
During the period under review, 

Wentworth Resources 
owners to share 3.06bn/- 
dividend for 1H of 2021

Wentworth Resources’ CEO, Katherine Roe. 

IncentIve 

ADDIS ABABA

REMITTAnCES to African coun-tries are expected to decrease by 5.4% from US$44-billion in 2020 to a projected total of US$41-bil-lion in 2021, due to the associated high costs as well as the effects of COVID-19, according to findings of Continental Migration Report 2021.
The report titled, “African re-gional review of implementation of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration,” was produced by the United na-tions Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) in partnership with the African Union Commission (AUC).

It builds from four sub-regional reports compiled by AUC and a summary from stakeholder con-sultations at the just concluded 2021 African regional review meeting on the Global Compact for migration (August 26 to Sep-tember 1, Morocco ).
According to information re-leased by the organisations, al-though the COVID-19 pandemic was expected to lead to a decrease in remittances to Africa in 2020, findings of the reports show that by October 2020 remittances to Africa had reached approxi-mately US$78.4-billion, constitut-ing 11.7% of global remittances. Remittances have therefore dem-onstrated greater resilience and reliability as a source of capital in Africa than foreign direct invest-ment flows.

The research recommends that governments across the world should take effective action to facilitate and boost remittances in view of supporting the fight against COVID-19 and ultimately 

building a more sustainable post-pandemic world.
According to the report, the costs associated with sending remittances to Africa are some of the highest in the world. Until very recently, average transac-tion costs were equivalent to 8.9% of the amount being sent for a remittance payment of US$200. With respect to the cost of send-ing money, the report says Africa is still far from achieving the 3% target set out in Sustainable De-velopment Goal 10.

The Addis Ababa Action Agen-da of the Third International Conference on Financing for De-velopment and Sustainable De-velopment Goal indicator 10(c) provides that countries should, by 2030, reduce to less than 3% the transaction costs of migrant remittances and eliminate remit-tance corridors with costs higher than 5%.
Remittances are estimated to constitute approximately 65% of the income of some receiving countries and senders spend an estimated 15% of their income on remittances. For 25 African coun-tries, all of which have large Dias-pora populations, remittances are the primary source of national in-come.

In response, a number of Afri-can countries have taken action to lower the costs of remittance transfers. Some countries also offer Diaspora bonds to inves-tors and have relaxed foreign exchange controls to allow for electronic and mobile money transfers at reduced costs. “It should be noted, in that regard, that the use of digital money transfer platforms reduces trans-fer fees in Africa by an average of 

7 percent,” says the report.
“Private financial institutions also offer incentives to encour-age members of Diaspora com-munities to use their services, including low transaction fees for remittances, and facilitate Diaspora-initiated projects, es-pecially in the real estate sector. These measures all promote the financial inclusion of migrants and their families.”

The report recommends that member States should sup-port migrants and their families through the adoption of laws and regulations to facilitate the send-ing and receiving of remittances, including by fostering competi-tion among banks and other re-mittance handling agencies with a view to establishing low-cost transfer mechanisms.

High costs weigh heavily on remittances to Africa

NAIROBI 

TAnzAnIA has acquired an ad-ditional 1.24 percent stake in Pan-African housing financier Shelter Afrique for Sh297 million ($2.7 mil-lion).
The extra capital injection has moved Tanzania’s shareholding to 1.54 percent from the 0.3 percent it held. Shelter Afrique chief execu-tive Andrew Chimphondah said the support by shareholders is a vote of 

confidence in the company, which last year posted the first profit in six years.
“We thank the government of Tanzania for choosing to increase her stake in Shelter Afrique despite the prevailing condition,” he said. “We are also grateful to other share-holders who have increased their stakes recently.”

Tanzania’s capital payment re-duces the shareholding of the top three shareholders – Kenya, nigeria 

and the African Development Bank (AfDB). Kenya now owns 17.78 per-cent of the company from 18.72 per-cent it held in July. nigeria and AfDB now own 13.27 percent and 12.83 percent, respectively.
The nairobi-based Shelter Af-rique, last year, returned a net profit of Sh199.6 million ($1.85 million) from a net loss of Sh136 million ($1.26 million) in the previous year. Tanzania’s contribution brings the total amount given to Shelter Af-

rique as additional capital in the last few years to Sh10.4 billion ($94.7 million).
Shelter Afrique, which provides long-term credit lines for primary mortgage lenders, housing micro-finance institutions and re-financi-ers, has since inception approved financing in Tanzania worth Sh5.7 billion ($52 million).

The company plans large-scale low-cost housing projects in the Tanzanian capital Dodoma and its 

semiautonomous zanzibar Islands through public-private partner-ships and financing. It also plans to hold a property exhibition in 2022 in Dar es Salaam.
nine other countries have also given Shelter Afrique additional capital, bringing the fresh capital received by the housing financier in the last six months to Sh2.27 billion ($20.69 million.)

Kenya contributed $9.92 million followed by Cameroon ($3.53 mil-

lion), Mali ($2.06 million), Rwanda ($1.1 million), Uganda ($0.08 mil-lion), Togo ($0.58 million), Eswatini ($0.32 million), Cote d’Ivoire ($0.57 million), and Democratic Republic of Congo ($0.5 million).
Shelter Afrique is owned by 44 African countries and two develop-ment institutions—African Develop-ment Bank and African Reinsurance Corporation. The firm in 2013 and 2017 signed up deals with share-holders to recapitalise the company 

Tanzania acquires Sh297m more stake in Shelter Afrique

A senior representative of the World Bank Group’s International Finance Corporation in the country, Frank Ajilore (L),  

receives a gift from Tanzania Commercial Bank’s CEO, Sabasaba Moshingi, when he visited the bank’s head office in Dar es 

Salaam yesterday. The focus of the IFC official’s visit was to discuss how the two financial institutions can cooperation in 

financially empowering women in the country. Photo courtesy of TCB 

Wentworth said revenue grew by 40 percent to U$11.7 million compared to U$8.3 million made last year thanks to record levels of production at Mnazi Bay gas 

wells.
“Whilst we have enjoyed a robust first half, we remain focused on meeting our full year potential and meeting the 

growing demand in Tanzania for reliable low-cost power. The strength of our team and partnerships, the reliable per-formance of the Mnazi Bay as-

set and the improving outlook in Tanzania ensures we are in a posi-tive position for the future,” she added.
The results also indicate that the good performance was also boost-ed by Tanzania Petroleum Devel-opment Corporation’s continued timely payment for gas sales but also a good payment plan to settle outstanding arrears by Tanzania Electric Supply Company estab-lished with over half the outstand-ing balance received in August.

The report further noted that health and safety remained high on the company’s agenda hence involved partners and local com-munities in combating the coro-navirus outbreak. “On 2nd August 2021, the company celebrated a five year zero lost time incident rate mile-stone,” the half year report noted. 
“Robust precautionary measures remain in place related to COVID-19 to ensure the ongoing safety of our staff; to date, there has been no dis-ruption to operations at Mnazi Bay due to COVID-19,” the Wentworth Re-sources report stated adding that as a result of sustained gas production, there was a strong financial position with U$21.0 million cash in hand as at 2nd September 2021 compared to U$16.7 million last year with zero debt.

During the period under review, Bob McBean also retired as Chair-man of the Board but continues to support the company as President of Wentworth Tanzania while Tim Bushell was appointed non-exec-utive Chairman as part of planned board succession.

Setback 

InveStment 

Private financial institutions also offer incentives to encourage members of Diaspora communities to use their services, including low 
transaction fees for remittances, and facilitate Diaspora-initiated projects, especially in the real estate sector. 

NEW YORK 
AFTER a summer breather, the com-modities the world relies on for con-struction, manufacturing and keeping the lights on are surging again.

Aluminum to steel have seen re-newed rallies and European gas and power have hit fresh records, while a gauge of spot commodities prices is on the verge breaching a decade-high set in July. That’s threatening faster infla-tion, increasing consumer costs and putting pressure on central banks to curb the massive stimulus measures behind much of the raw-materials ad-vance. 
Booming demand from the econom-ic recovery has combined with supply woes — from China’s emissions crack-down that’s cutting metals output to scant European gas reserves — to tight-en markets. At the same time, the cost 

of shipping those goods is rising. With a growing scarcity across physical mar-kets, Goldman Sachs Group sees prices climbing further in the coming year.
“Physical goods demand has reached such high levels — above pre-pandemic trends in all but oil — that the system is becoming increasingly constrained in its ability to supply these goods,” Goldman analysts including Jeff Cur-rie said in a note on Monday. “Markets are becoming increasingly exposed to any type of supply disruption or unex-pected demand increase.”

Metals rally
Massive global stimulus measures are keeping metals demand strong and helping copper to remain historically high. Yet the economic bellwether has been overshadowed lately as China’s move to curb metals production to re-duce pollution and a coup in key baux-

ite supplier Guinea sent aluminum to a 13-year high of $3 000 a ton.
China’s emissions clampdown has also seen nickel hit the highest since 2014 and pushed local steel prices higher. “Although we view the current prices as excessive, and although alu-minum is overbought from a technical perspective, there is no sign as yet of any trend reversal,” Commerzbank AG said.

Energy highs
With about a month before the heat-ing season starts, Europe’s gas stock-piles are already at the lowest in more than a decade for this time of year, pushing up the cost of producing elec-tricity. The region is struggling to boost supplies with flows from norway limit-ed due to maintenance, while supplies remain constrained from Russia.

apprecIatIon 

Commodities prices seen surging again
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stakeholders

Bank sector liquidity 
sufficient, states BoT 
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By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

THE National Food Reserve Agency (NFRA) 
and the Cereals and Other Produce Board (CPB) 
will next week start purchasing 90,000 tonnes of 
maize, a few days after receiving 50bn/- from the 
Treasury.

The exercise will centre in the Southern 
Highlands regions of Ruvuma, Rukwa, Njombe, 

By Guardian Reporter

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu Hassan has called 
upon census stakeholders to play an active role 
in public sensitization before the national activity 
slated for August next year.

Officiating at an event in the capital to launch 
the strategy for promotion, sensitisation and 
public education, the president listed key 
stakeholders as including religious leaders, media 
entities, artists and the development community.

She said the exercise can only be a success if 
stakeholders fully participate in the sensitization 
campaign, underlining that the National 
Population and Housing Census will help the 
government with basic information for vital 
decisions in the quest for social and economic 
development.

The sixth countrywide population and 

Govt due to 
begin maize 
purchasing

President Samia Suluhu Hassan presses a knob in Dodoma city yesterday to launch a national education and mobilisation 
programme to be implemented as part of the countdown to the National Population and Housing Census scheduled for next 
year. Photo: State House

housing census will provide the framework for 
implementation of projects in various sectors, 
including education, health and infrastructure 
building, she stated

The first such census was conducted in 1910 
under the German rule, while the fist post-
independence census was conducted in 1967, 
three years after the union of Tanganyika and 
Zanzibar. The exercise has since then been 
organised on average after ten years, conforming 
with international best practices, she explained.

“Our aim is to know the actual number of citizens 
and where they live; through census we will also 
know people’s age, gender, quality of houses and 
where they work,” the president affirmed, noting 
that such information will help the government to 
ascertain the growth of the population, migration 
from rural to urban areas and update the map of 

By Guardian Reporter

BANK of Tanzania (BoT) evaluation of 
commercial banks and other financial institutions 
in pursuit of its monetary policy mandate has 
given positive signals for the state of the financial 
sector in the country.

The central bank said in a statement issued 
to the media yesterday that there was adequate 
financial fall back resources in the banking sector 
during the review period, expressing satisfaction 

TURN TO PAGE 2
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social services demand as a whole..
“It becomes difficult for the 

government to work on the various 
challenges without proper statistics. 
We need to have numbers to 
find solutions to unemployment 
problems and be able to assist with 
special needs including for the 
disabled,” she emphasised

Information availed through 
the census will enable investors to 
make decision on where to put their 
money and the type of businesses 
suitable in particular regions, she 
said, expressing satisfaction with 
census preparations so far.

The national census committee 
led by Prime Minister Kassim 
Majaliwa had done a good job with 
preparation of a sensitisation and 
public education strategy towards 
the successful implementation 
of the exercise, the president 
declared 

She was affirmative that 
Tanzanians will turn up in good 
numbers, and those responsible 
must ensure the counting exercise 
is implemented efficiently and at a 
low cost.

Vice President Dr Philip Mpango 
called upon Tanzanians to fully 
participate in the national census 
as it will help the government to 

know workforce numbers and take 
that into account to make decisions 
when planning for social and 
economic development.

Premier Majaliwa leading 
the census supervision said the 
government is determined to 
find permanent solutions for 
employment challenges. Getting 
the right numbers of people and 
habitats would help the planning 
authorities accordingly.

 “We will professionally 
supervise the sixth population 
and housing census to ensure 
all the people sleeping in the 
premises the night before are 
counted,” he added.

FROM PAGE 1

Help out with sensitisation, 
Samia advises stakeholders

Songwe, Mbeya, Katavi and Iringa, 
extending to Dodoma and Manyara 
also having grain stockpiles

Agriculture minister Prof Adolf 
Mkenda told journalists here 
yesterday that NFRA will purchase 
the crop in seven regions at a price 
of 500/- per kilogram and CPB will 
purchase in six regions depending 
on the price available in the market.

“NFRA will purchase maize in 
Ruvuma, Rukwa, Njombe, Songwe, 
Mbeya, Katavi and Iringa while 
CPB purchasing in Rukwa, Katavi, 
Njombe, Songwe, Dodoma and 
Manyara.

 The maize will be purchased 
through Agricultural Marketing 
Cooperative Society (AMCOS) and 
other registered agro-sector groups, 
and also purchase from small 
holders amounts not exceeding 300 
sacks of maize or 30 tonnes of the 
produce.

“We want the funds issued by the 
government to be used properly 
to meet the intended goals. We 
want the funds to reach every 
farmer who cultivated maize this 

year. We will closely monitor to 
ensure that all these measures are 
implemented,” he said. Six million 
tonnes of maize was produced 
this year, doubling the surplus 
compared to the previous year, 
the minister noted, acknowledging 
surpluses in the local market and 
neighboring states of Zambia and 
Zimbabwe led to a drastic drop in 
price, affecting farmers’ earning 
prospects and plans for next 
season.

Farmers have been affected by the 
lack of a reliable market, with some 
failing to realise subsistence needs 
up to the next harvest after selling 
the produce, he stated.

NFRA chief executive officer 
Milton Lupa urged farmers to 
remain calm as the agency makes 
an effort to reach all of them, even in 
outlying areas.

Dr Anselm Mushi, the CPB director 
general said they are going to ensure 
that they purchase the maize as 
instructed by the ministry, and seek 
out markets, as the board is setting 
foot in assured markets in Kenya, 
South Sudan, Comoro, Burundi and 
Rwanda.

FROM PAGE 1

Govt due to begin
maize purchasing

with the interest rates charged by 
commercial banks.

The money trading charge in 
the financial market has remained 
between three and five per cent 
during the first quarter of 2021, while 
the economic situation, including 
local and external fiscal balances, 
was positive, it said.

Monetary policy implementation 
was satisfactory for July and August, 
the statement noted, indicating that   
loans to the private sector grew by 
4.1 per cent for the year ending July 
31, from 3.6 per cent in the preceding 
period.

The BoT monetary committee 
identified indications of global 
economic growth continuing to 
strengthen as the impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic subsides, though 
at a crawling pace.

Economic growth for the 

Mainland and Zanzibar for the first 
quarter of 2021 was also satisfactory, 
it affirmed, noting that Mainland 
growth rate stood at 4.9 per cent 
compared to 5.9 per cent in the 
same period for 2020.

This was largely contributed by 
construction, transport, agriculture, 
industrial production and mining, 
it stated, noting that for Zanzibar, 
the economy grew by 2.2 per cent 
compared to 2.5 per cent for the first 
quarter in 2020. 

Inflation remained within a three 
to five percent margin reflecting 
stable national targets, while the 
tourist sector continued to be 
affected by challenges arising from 

Covid-19, it further noted, hinting 
that gold sales increased, reaching 
USD 3bn for the year ending July 
2021.

Foreign reserves continued to stay 
within accepted regulatory levels, 
reaching USD 5.5bn, thus enough 
to cover six months of imports, it 
added.

FROM PAGE 1 Bank sector liquidity 
sufficient, states BoT 

Newly appointed Information, Communications and Information Technology minister Dr Ashatu Kijaji has an audience with officials in the ministry 
shortly after being sworn in by President Samia Suluhu Hassan in Dodoma city on Monday. She is with deputy minister Kundo Mathew (R) and 
permanent secretary Dr Zainab Chaula. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Livestock and Fisheries deputy minister Abdallah Ulega addresses residents of Nanjilinji village in Kilwa District yesterday, chiefly on disputes pitting 
herders against other villagers. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Correspondent James Kandoya

HAKIELIMU, a non-profit 
organisation, has recommended the 
government’s implementation of 
a draft capitation grant formula to 
address challenges facing inclusive 
pre-primary schools for children 
with disabilities.

HakiElimu Executive Director Dr 
John Kalaghe made the remarks 
in Dar es Salaam yesterday when 
addressing education stakeholders 
through a virtual conference at the 
official launching of a report dubbed 
‘A Study on Access to Inclusive Pre-
Primary Education for Children 
with Disabilities’.

He said the study aims at 
highlighting the contextual and 
institutional factors that prevent 
children with disabilities from 
accessing and participating in 
inclusive pre-primary education.

Currently, there is no special 
funding for pre-primary school 
children with disabilities a situation 
that affects their performance, he 
said.

Dr Kalaghe said findings from 
primary school heads revealed that 
the capitation grant received did not 
accommodate pre-primary school 
children.

Besides, the capitation grant 
is not equity-based. Thus, there 
was no special funding for pre-
primary school pupils from the 
government.

“We call on the government to 
implement the approved capitation 
grant draft for funds to be issued 
according to the needs,” he said, 
noting the pre-primary school with 

disabilities budget cannot be the 
same compared to other schools.

He said there is a need for the 
increase in public expenditure to 
implement and support inclusive 
pre-primary education.

The draft capitation grant 
formula considers the allocation 
of targeted funds for children with 
special needs in schools, among 
others. The grant will also provide 
additional resources to cater 
for special educational needs to 
schools.

Dr Richard Shukia, a lecturer at 
the University of Dar es salaam said 
the increase in public expenditure 
would help to implement and 
support inclusive pre-primary 
education in the country.

In his report entitled ‘Access to 
inclusive pre-primary education for 
children with disabilities in Tanzania 
mainland’ which was conducted in 
ten regions, Dr Shukia said there is 
a need to strengthen public-private 
partnership to collaboratively 
promote best inclusive practices and 
address barriers in continued efforts 
to meet the educational needs of 
pre-primary school children with 
disabilities.

The study was conducted in Dar 
es Salaam, Dodoma Kilimanjaro, 
Njombe, Tanga, Mbeya, Tabora and 
Lindi regions.

He pointed out other challenges 
such as limited funding targeting 
children with disabilities, inadequate 
number of professional teachers, 
lack of adapted infrastructures, 
special classrooms, instructional 
practices and adapted teaching-
learning materials (Braille).

HakiElimu congratulates 
govt on initiative to solve 
challenges faced by some 
special-needs pre-schools

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

THE government has said there 
are 35,919 street children in the 
country, a number that threatens 
security in the community due to 
some of them joining criminal gangs.

The observation was made here 
yesterday by Ministry of Health, 
Community Development, Gender, 
Elders and Children Permanent 
Secretary Dr John Jingu, at a meeting 
that discussed the problem of street 
children in Dodoma City. 

He said the number is too high for 
the country’s various urban centres 

and have been fending for them, 
whereas at other times reared by 
some people with unacceptable 
behaviour and forced to join 
criminal gangs.

“It is a problem for the 
community development 
everywhere, here in Tanzania we 
have so many of them in our urban 
centres, and their number has now 
reached 35,919 and increasing, 
according to statistics provided by 
the ministry,” he said.

He said if the children continue 
to remain in the streets, a huge 
problem will be created in regard 

to community development due to 
their own upbringing, and added 
that this was not acceptable at all.

He said the meeting will discuss 
in depth the issue and look for the 
causes of having these children in 
the streets.

For his part, acting Commissioner 
for Community Development, 
Shilungu Ndaki, said the meeting 
aims to have in place strategies to 
find solutions to the huge teaser.

He said by March this year 1,506 
children were joined up with their 
families, adding that the homes of 
more than 90 per cent of the parents 

are known.
Earlier, The Resident Director 

of PACT Tanzania, Mariana 
Balampama said the institutions 
has been working to eradicate 
the problem by identifying the 
children and send them back 
to school, providing them with 
vocational training as well as 
joining them up with their families.

She said in the last five years, more 
than 8,300 children were reached by 
involving other institutions, adding 
that the permanent solution to the 
problem needs great cooperation 
among various sectors.

Street children in urban centres 
now number 35,919 - government

This was largely contributed 
by construction, transport, 
agriculture, industrial 
production and mining, it 
stated, noting that for Zanzibar, 
the economy grew by 2.2 per 
cent compared to 2.5 per cent 
for the first quarter in 2020
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Ummy Nderiananga (2nd-L), Deputy Minister in the Prime Minister’s Office (Persons with Disabilities) presents a motorcycle to Bakuli 
Stanley from Dodoma Region’s Bahi District Council cluster during the distribution of 65 motorcycles in Dodoma city at the weekend. The 
event was organised by the National Council of People Living with HIV/AIDS (NACOPHA) through a project known as Hebu Tuyajenge – with 
funding from USAID. The project covers 65 councils in 22 mainland Tanzania regions. Left is NACOPHA-Tanzania CEO Deogratius Rutatwa. 
Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

DEPUTY Head of Mission, Embassy of 
Finland in Tanzania Sari Uusi-Rauva has 
expressed her satisfaction with the wise use 
of resources given to the Tanzania Media 
Women Association (Tamwa- Zanzibar) in 
scaling up the fight against gender-based 
violence in the Indian Ocean archipelago.

The envoy made the call here soon after 
visiting Tamwa-Zanzibar headquarters in 
Tunguu area, Central District of Unguja, 

and thereafter received a report on the 
implementation of the GBV project in Isles.

She said the Finish embassy in Tanzania is 
proud to work with Tamwa throughout the 
three years of project implementation as it 
has shown significant changes in society.

Sari said through the report it was a great 
comfort to see people talking about the 
success of the project including their children 

giving evidence and eventual conviction of 
those responsible.

Earlier Tamwa-Zanzibar director Dr Mzuri 
Issa said before the implementation of the 
empowerment project for the elderly and 
victims of abuse it became very difficult 
for some of them to come to court and give 
evidence.

Dr Mzuri said through the project the 

By Guardian Reporter, Arusha

A BUSINESS delegation from US is set to visit East 
Africa in October next year to learn more about the 
investment opportunities in the bloc.

Senior Commercial Officer from US Commercial 
Service, Ken Walsh said this yesterday when he visited 
the Arusha-based East African Business Council (EABC).  

Walsh and his host EABC chief executive officer, John 
Kalisa agreed on areas of partnership to boost East 
Africa –USA trade and investment ties.

 In his remarks, Kalisa said: “EAC is open for investment 
and there is high political goodwill from the EAC Heads 
of State on promoting a business- friendly environment 
for investors in the region.”

He elaborated that the EAC offers a market of 177 
million consumers and applauded the recent ratification 
of the African Continental Free Trade Area Agreement 
(AfCFTA) by the United Republic of Tanzania. He stated 
that the EAC bloc will soon commence trading and 
accessing the 1.2 billion African market.

The EAC bloc benefits from preferential market 
access to the US under African Growth and Opportunity 
Act (AGOA). In 2015, EAC and US signed agreement on 
trade facilitation, sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) 
and technical barriers to trade (TBT). The EAC also 
initiated negotiations on EAC-US Investment Treaty and 
inaugurated EAC-US Commercial Dialogue.

 According to International Trade Centre, in 2019 EAC 
imported goods valued USD.1.124 billion from the USA 
and exported USD.704 million. This value has declined 
to 963,010 and 681,299 respectively in 2020 due to 
disruptions by Covid-19 pandemic.

Kalisa urged for extension of the AGOA and kick start 
the negotiations of EAC-US Free Trade Agreement in 
order to attract more investment into East Africa. He 
stated that AGOA has integrated the EAC bloc’s apparel 
sector into the global value chains.

Other areas discussed set to boost trade and attract 
more investment between East Africa and USA include 
investments in industrial parks, special economic 
zones, export processing zone, strengthening regional 
value chains to increase productive capacity, capacity 
building for women and young entrepreneurs on 
access to U.S  market via AGOA, protection of East 
African natural capital, implementation of  EAC-
US Commercial Dialogue; rolling out of EAC AGOA 

US business delegation to visit East Africa next year

Govt issues order on construction 
of 17.1bn/- Dodoma model school
By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

EDUCATION, Science and Technology 
deputy minister Omary Kipanga has 
demanded that the construction of a model 
secondary school at Iyumbu in the national 
capital be completed by February 2022.

Kipanga issued the instructions here at 
the weekend during his inspection visit 
to the school as well as the Vocational 
Training College for the Central Zone under 
construction at Naila in the city.

He said the construction work of the model 
school will cost 17.1bn/- under Suma JKT and 
directed them to make sure it is completed 
by February next year.

He said since the government introduced 

free education, there has been an increase 
in students enrollment in schools hence 
need for constructing more schools and 
classrooms.

Giving his report on the project, Deputy 
JKT Operations Commander Major  
Geoffrey Ngole said the work started in July 
2020 and will be complete by February 
next year.

He said the school complex includes the 
main building, girl students’ dormitory 
to accommodate 500 students, and boys’ 
dormitory also to accommodate 500 
students.  

He said other structures include dining 
room, 10 staff quarters, teachers’ houses and 
sports grounds.

At Naila Vocational Training College, 
Kipanga said when completed, it will have 
the capacity to take in 3,000 students while 
1,500 will be enrolled in the first phase.

He said the government has provided 
17.9bn/- and the work that started July this 
year, will take 18 months to complete.

He said the government is set to construct 
technical colleges in all zones countrywide 
considering the budget’s availability.

For his part, an assistant engineer from 
BICO Contractors, Aliki Nziku said the project 
is in line with the government’s plans to 
increase the number of experts in laboratory 
technology.

He said the project is being constructed by 
CRJE Limited under BICO’s supervision.

victims of abuse were empowered and 
eventually testified before the court 
without fear, leading to many of the 
perpetrators to be convicted.

Tamwa-Zanzibar Research and 
Evaluation Officer Mohamed Khatib 
said the three-year project from 2019-
2021 brought together various groups 
including the parents of the victims, their 
children and some journalists with the 
aim of building their capacity in the fight 
against violence.

He said initially the project aimed to 
reach about 12,000 beneficiaries but they 
exceeded the target and reached about 

15,000 people in various parts of Unguja 
and Pemba.

He said great efforts were made to build 
the capacity of the project’s beneficiaries 
to stand up and provide the required 
evidence while tracking their cases while 
on the part of journalists to identify 
the best ways to report and protect the 
victims. He said that for the entire three 
years a total of 1,377 cases were reported 
in different police stations across the Isles 
and out of those cases, 403 were rape 
cases.

According to him, 163 cases went in 
court and reached conclusion, while 581 
cases are still in police stations, 198 are still 
in court and 92 were dismissed for various 
reasons.

Envoy happy with Tamwa work in GBV fight

Barometer to identify  challenges  
in accessing US market, agriculture 
development, East African Regional 

Tourism Expo October 2021 and East 
African Business and Investment 
Summit 2021.
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By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

THERE are presently 1,600 acute cases 
of tuberculosis (TB) in the country, while 
74 die every day from the disease.

This was revealed here at the weekend 
by Dr Saitole Laizer, on behalf of the 
government chief medical officer at the 
launching of the association of stakeholders 
in the fight against the disease in the 
country, saying the deaths are equivalent 
to a bus full of passengers.

Dr Laizer said the main cause of the 
disease is the decreased body immunity, 
including among people with diabetes, 
cancer and acute malnutrition in 
vulnerable groups.

“During last year alone, 445 patients 
of acute TB were identified,” he said and 
added that one obstacle that contributes 
in having such a big number of TB 
sufferers is the difficulty in reaching 
vulnerable groups particularly drug 
addicts.

“We are thankful to the government for 
providing adequate funds that has enabled 
the purchase of five new vehicles at 80m/- 

each to work in rural areas in examining 
sufferers who cannot go to hospitals,” 
added Dr Laizer.

For his part, Dr Godwin Mollel 
deputy minister for Health, Community 
Development, Gender, Elderly and 
Children said his ministry received 97bn/- 
to fight TB infections.

He said with the vehicles, they anticipate 
to reach many people to directly provide 
them with education so as to attain the 
government’s aim to eradicate TB come 
2030.

Speaking about the stakeholders’ 
association, Parliament Speaker Job Ndugai 
said TB was among diseases that silently 
kill many people hence the fight against it 
must be enhanced.

In the meantime, government’s chief 
medical officer Dr Aifelo Sichalwe 
warned people who provide misleading 
information on non-communicable 

disease (NCDs) to stop doing it.
Addressing reporters here on Monday, 

he said recently there has been an 
increase of people misleading the public 
on NCDs.

“Such education is being conveyed via 
social media, especially in regard to diet, 
need for exercises to reduce weight and 
treatment for non-communicable diseases 
including diabetes, cancer and blood 
pressure,” he said.   

He said since these people are unqualified 
to do so, so they end up confusing members 
of the community through misleading 
information, and called on them to adhere 
to guidelines provided by the ministry of 
Health.

He also called on all people to undergo 
medical examination to know their health 
statuses as early as possible in order to 
receive the correct treatment at health 
centers.

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbarali

RICE farmers under Mwendamtitu Irrigation 
Scheme in Mbarali District, Mbeya Region, 
have been called upon to contribute to the cost 
of revamping the scheme’s infrastructure to 
ease the water scarcity challenge threatening 
their crops.

The call was given at the weekend by the 
district’s agricultural officer, Jamson Mwailana 
at the event to mark Rice Farmers Day in the 
district held at Mwendamtitu Village.

He said every year the scheme is affected by 
droughts that have affected the crops due to 
sand blocking water canals, and sometimes the 
work to unblock the canals is hampered due 
to lack of funds. “Farming needs technology 
and friendly infrastructures, you should not 
entirely depend on rains in rice production, 
look for other sources of water,” he said.

He said the farmers are the scheme’s 
beneficiaries hence they should contribute in 
servicing its infrastructures.

The scheme’s coordinator, Bruno Mgumba 
said the farmers are supposed to contribute 
50,000/- per acre per farmer and that these 
rates has been set by the government.

He said the government set the rates in 
consideration of the rice selling prices.

He said the cost to run irrigation schemes is 
high in some places but in regard to Mbarali 
District, the cost is low in many schemes due 
to geographical considerations. 

“70 per cent of the cost is used to revamp the 
infrastructures and 30 per cent as operation 
cost, the problem arises when some farmers 
refuse to contribute while others do not do so 
in time,” said Mgumba.

Some farmers using the scheme said local 
farmers contribute to the cost without any 
problems, but the problem lies with farmers 
from outside the area who rent farms from 
local farmers.

They said due to the nature of the scheme’s 
infrastructures, the 50,000/- needed to 
revamp the infrastructures was small.

Farmers called upon to contribute
to revamping of irrigation scheme 

Patrobas Katambi (R), Deputy Minister State in the Prime Minister’s Office (Labour, Youth and Employment), has word with a Tanga 
resident found at a rehabilitation centre for drug addicts during yesterday’s visit to the city by a delegation comprising members 
of the Parliamentary Committee on Aids, Tuberculosis, Drug Abuse and Non-Communicable Diseases. Photo: Correspondent Oscar 
Kasimiri

‘Tanzania has 1,600 TB patients 
with 74 succumbing every day’

By Guardian Correspondent, 

Dodoma

THE Tanzania Cooperative 
Development Commission 
(TCDC) has said it will begin 
to collect various reports on 
cooperatives electronically 
to enable them operate in a 
modern way.

This was revealed here at 
the weekend by the Registrar 
of Cooperatives who doubles 
as TCDC CEO, Dr Benson 
Ndiege during a task meeting 
for cooperatives stakeholders 
from various regions 
countrywide.

He said as for now it was 
essential time to have modern 
cooperatives and do away 
with age long operations in 
order to have cooperatives 
that touch all groups. 

“We must change, we have 
cooperatives that involve the 
youth, elders, women and 
workers from all groups – 
fisherman, media people, and 

we should no longer remain 
with the old cooperatives 
system.

“What we need now is the 
trust in the cooperatives, if 
people lose trust, nothing 
will be done. In villages no 
one will listen to you if the 
cooperative you run does 
not provide farmers with 
fertilizers and other farm 
inputs even though in the 
past you were doing so,” he 
added. 

However, he said 
cooperative officials must 
begin providing various 
services to their members 
including health insurance 
to enable them see the 
importance of being 
members in the cooperatives.

“We want to see 
cooperatives using the market 
system to see how they can 
assist farmers to access the 

markets for their harvests, 
TCDC is ready to work 
together with its stakeholders 
to make sure the markets are 
available,” Dr Ndiege added.

He said there was the 
nagging problem of theft in 
the cooperatives and that in 
the next five years they will 
severely deal with all who will 
steal from the cooperatives.

In regard to the adoption 
of the electronic system in 
cooperatives, he said already 
it has started and they will 
make sure they keep proper 
records and call upon 
stakeholders for assistance.  

For her part, the chairman 
of Tanzania Cooperatives 
Alliance (TCA), Theresia 
Chitumbi said the meeting is 
a platform for ushering the 
new cooperative movement 
that will be run in a modern 
way. 

TCDC readying to operate 
electronically - Dr Ndiege
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By Guardian Reporter

MINERALS Minister, Doto Biteko has 
called on regional resident mining officers 
countywide to improve relationship 
between them and other government 
officials, including regional and district 
commissioners, ward executives and other 
village leaders.

He said since they represent the 
government in regions and districts they 
are stationed they should create exemplary 
legacies in their areas. 

“If anything untoward happens, all of us 
bear the brunt, hence we should be serious 
in building up a good reputation of our 
ministry,” the minister added.

The minister made the remarks when 
opening the Mining Commission’s First 
Quarterly meeting for FY 2021/22 that 
aimed to discuss the improvement of 
various strategies to attain, or even surpass 

revenue collection target of 650bn/- set by 
the government for the current financial 
year. 

“This is a good thing and the Minerals 
Ministry supports you in these efforts to 
ensure the ministry contributes 10 per cent 
to the GDP by 2025,” added Biteko.

He said the aim of President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan is to make the minerals sector to 
be the leading sector for the country’s 
economic growth.

He called on the officials to use the 
meeting for exchanging of experiences 
from their operations in areas they come 
from.

“The ministry has been tasked to collect 
650bn/-, a huge sum, but you must not 
despair, continue to work hard to make 
the sector become a leading sector for 
the country’s economic growth,” said the 
Minerals minister.

He also called upon the officers to mete 

out justice and shun corruptive practices 
with miners as this will mar their reputation.

In regard to the revocation of mining 
licences, he said they should do so only 
after being satisfied that a licence qualifies 
to be revoked and in this they should not be 
swayed by external pressure.

He said in areas with minerals rush where 
mining licences have to be issued, this 
should be done with adherence to the laws.

“Assist Tanzanians by making them 
happy with the minerals sector, do your 
work justly and trustfully,’ he stressed.

Earlier, speaking before welcoming 
Minister Biteko, Minerals deputy minister 
Prof Shukrani Manya praised the mining 
officials present for their god work 
considering the huge areas they administer.

For his part, the chairman of Tanzania 
Mining Commission (TMC) Prof Idris Kikula 
called on the officials to work hard to make 
the institution have a unified concept.

Mining officers urged to improve
relations with other govt officials

Godwin 
Mpinga (C, 
in jacket), 
northern zone 
secretary of 
an association 
crusading for 
the rights of 
passengers, 
pictured in 
Arusha city at 
the weekend 
sensitising bus 
passengers 
on their 
rights and 
precautions 
against 
Covid-19. 
Photo:  
Guardian 
Correspondent
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Selemani Jafo (2nd-R, foreground), Minister of State in the Union and Environment wing of the Vice President’s Office, leads members of a task 
force detailed to oversee the environmental status of Dar es Salaam rivers on an assessment tour of a river in the region’s Mbezi Kimara B 
suburb yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

By Guardian Reporter

ABOUT 1500 people are set to benefit 
from a free cataract surgery organised 
by the Lions Club Dar es Salaam aimed at 
combating low sight and blindness.

The club is also planning for an eye 
screening campaign across the country 
where more than one million people will 
be reached countrywide.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam at the 
weekend, president of the Club Violeth 
Lusagana said more education is needed 
for people to take part in such campaigns.

She said that most Tanzanians are not 
used to checking their health despite the 
procedure being important to their lives. 

“There is a problem with some 
people’s perceptions of poor vision. 
Some patients have been deceived into 
believing that if they attend clinics or 
treatments their eyes will be removed,” 
she said.

She said many are afraid to show up 

even though the services are free.
The club which is involved in providing 

social services, especially in relation to 
eye health, has congratulated the people 
who showed up in the recent campaign 
in Tarime District, Mara Region and 
asked more to show up in other regions.

According to her, the campaign 
reached about 150 people who 
underwent eye surgery while another 
500 received other services including 
eye sight tests and counseling. She said 
200 people have already undergone eye 
surgery in Arusha while another 200 are 
expected to undergo another operation 
and extend the service to Bagamoyo 
District in Coast Region while urging the 
people of those areas not to be afraid to 
show up.

The Dar es Salaam-based rotary club 
has been providing free medical care 
and eye health care services to people 
with limited financial ability to pay for 
the treatment.

1,500 people to benefit from 
free cataract surgery in Dar

By Guardian Reporter

THE Legal and Human Rights Centre (LHRC) 
said yesterday that incidences of violence against 
women and children that were reported at police 
stations increased by 5.7 per cent to 26,544 last year 
compared to 23,685 recorded in 2019.

LHRC Executive Director, Anna Henga made the 
revelation in Dar es Salaam when briefing journalists 
on the planned launch of ‘Haki Marathon’, an event 
aimed at raising awareness among Tanzanians on 
the importance of ensuring human rights as well as 
protecting women and children against violence.

The 2020 human rights report indicates that 
there were 36,940 incidents of violence that were 
reported at police stations in between 2015 and 
2019 which is equivalent to 7,388 incidents that 
happened last year, she said.

“We have decided to introduce the special 
marathon that will attract over 1,000 people from 
within and outside the country. The event will be 
conducted virtually from October 17th to December 

2020,” said Henga adding the marathon is part of 
celebrations to mark the Human Rights Day which 
is observed by the international community every 
year on 10 December.

Henga said decisions to organise the online 
event follows the outbreak of COVID-19 whereas 
countries are now implementing measures to 
control its spread which includes social distancing, 
wearing face masks and washing hands with soap 
and running water or using alcohol based hand 
sanitizers.

She said those interested should register and pay 
for the marathon. She said registered participants 
from each of the countries will select their preferred 
dates to participate in the marathon.

He said the centre will later on provide information 
on where participants can collect their medals.

“Haki Marathon will have three different types of 
running distances ranging from 5 to 21 kilometres,” 
said Henga noting the event is expected to sensitize 
Tanzanians on human rights issues and broader 
their understanding on human rights.

By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

MINISTER of State in the Vice-
President’s Office (Union and 
Environment) Selemani Jafo has 
directed authorities in Dar es Salaam 
city to provide support to the recently 
formed task force which is working 
on ways to prevent river and stream 
erosion.

Jafo urged them to work day and 
night to ensure city residents are 
not affected by floods during rainfall 
seasons.

He also tasked the National 
Environment Management Council 
(NEMC) to make sure the formed 
task force is facilitated financially to 
smoothly execute its duties.

The minister expressed satisfaction 
with the job well done so far whereas 
some 47 kilometres of different rivers 
in Dar es Salaam have been cleaned.

Jafo made the statement at Ulongoni 
A in Dar es Salaam yesterday when 

speaking after concluding his one-
day tour to inspect implementation 
progress for the project.

“The river cleaning project will 
save people from floods, the formed 
task force include members from 
the police force, Tanzania Rural and 
Urban Road Agency (TARURA), NEMC 
and all the municipal councils within 
Dar es Salaam Region,” said Jafo.

He said the government spends a lot 
of money to build infrastructures and 
river banks to protect people residing 
near rivers and valleys. He warned that 
execution of sand at rivers threatens 
the lives of people, calling upon 
authorities to control the exercise.

“We will take stringent measures 
against anyone taking sand from 
the rivers for business purposes. 
Tanzanians should report such 
incidences to government officials to 
save people from a number of disasters 
including floods,” he said.

He added that successful 

implementation of the project in 
Dar es Salaam will pave way for 
similar projects in other regions. He 
said environment protection is a 
permanent agenda for the six phase 
government.

Assistant Commissioner of Police 
(ACP), Angela Kibiriti, who is the 
member of the task force, said they 
have also provided education on 
environment conservation to many 
people especially those living near 
rivers and streams.

Kibiriti underscored the need 
for continued public education on 
environment protection as they need 
to have a common understanding 
on the matter to properly take part 
in conservation activities, thus 
preventing floods.

A number of houses were 
demolished by floods during the last 
rainfall season, saying victims have 
been reached and educated on how to 
protect themselves from disasters.

Jafo directs Dar authorities to work with 
newly formed environmental task force ‘Reported cases of violence against 

women, children increase by 5 pct’



Wednesday 15 September 2021     	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          7

NATIONAL.NEWS  

By Erica Kyomo, Tudarco

TANZANIAN students have been 
urged to take courses that will make 
them employable after graduating 
from colleges and universities. 

A Dar es Salaam-based skills 
training trainer and tutor at the 
Institute of Heavy Equipment 
and Technology (IHET), Joachim 
Kagethe, made the call yesterday in 
Dar es Salaam during an interview 
with this paper.

Kagethe noted that majority of 
Tanzanian students fail to grab 
opportunities available in the 
projects due to lack of essential skills 
citing as examples those attached 
to the implementation of various 
projects such as the construction 
of a crude oil pipeline from Uganda 
to the Tanga port in Tanzania, 
Julius Nyerere Hydropower Project 

( JNHPP), the Standard Gauge 
Railway (SGR) project that need well 
skilled workforce.

“We are witnessing a significant 
increase of young women, especially 
in the male dominated professions, 
which gives us great comfort as 
this shows how women are ready 
to grab opportunities, engaged in 
productive activities so as to burry 
gender gap, we will encourage 
them to also seize opportunities in 
the ongoing mega projects in the 
country,” he mentioned.

An instructor in the forklift 
operation Chausiku Hassan 
admitted that after acquiring skills, 
she got a job in one of the largest 
industries in the country, something 
which she said gives him enough 
income to provide for her family 
and do other development things.

Nikasi Barinda who is an employee 
at the ongoing SGR project stressed 
that he had a big dream to be a 
patriotic youth who contributes 
heavily to building the country 
through their handcrafts and that 
dream has come true.

“I encourage my fellow young 
people not to hesitate to try any 
opportunity that comes; a good 
thing is to ensure that we improve 
our skills all the time so as to be 
employed. I’m now living my dream 
life, I am able to get all the basic 
needs,” he advised.

Tanzanian students urged to take 
courses relevant for job markets

Mwanaidi Abdallah of Kwagunda ward in Korogwe District turns on a tap at the weekend to launch a water project 
funded by World Vision Tanzania. Photo: Correspondent Boniface Gideon

By Guardian Correspondent, Meatu

SIMIYU Regional Commissioner 
David Kafulila has said that cotton 
price has this year risen to 1800/- 
per kilogramme, which is almost 
two times from the indicative price 
of 1,050/- set by the government 
through the Tanzania Cotton Board 
(TCB).

According to Kafulila, the price 
improvement of the crop has been 
fueled by robust measures taken by 
the government to fight dirty tactics 
done by dishonest traders to exploit 
farmers.

Speaking with residents at 
Mwaukoli village, Kisesa ward in 
Meatu District, Kafulila said this 
year’s cotton price has gone up 
compared to all other seasons 
since the crop was initiated in the 
country.

“The government through 
President Samia Suluhu Hassan is 
committed to uplift Tanzanians’ 

lives in various sectors including 
agriculture which include taking 
several measures to fight all kinds of 
exploitation of farmers and we have 
witnessed positive fruits this year in 
the cotton crop,” he said.

He also said that the rise of the 
cotton price has not been caused 
by the rise of the crop’s price in the 
global market as majority of people 
believe.

“The current cotton price in the 
global market is at US$90 cents, 
this price was the same in 2013 and 
2018. But the local price has never 
reached this year’s price of 1800/-, 
so this surely shows how measures 
taken by the government as well 
as stakeholders contributed to the 
situation,” he said.

Kafulila said that the government 
has controlled dirty tactics of cotton 
buyers including fighting third party 
agents of the crop, something that 
was affecting price of the crop and 
ended up putting farmers in worse 

situations yearly.
Farmers in the village also 

commended the government for 
taking the measures to support 
growth of the crop and its price.

“We have never experienced this 
situation all those years spent in 
the field, selling cotton at the price 
of 1800/- remain a great surprise 
to us, we hope that we will be able 
to achieve our dream in farming,” 
said John Maduhu, one of the cotton 
growers at the village.

He hailed the government’s move 
to set up an indicative price of the 
crop, something which also brings 
competitiveness among buyers and 
thus encouraging more farmers to 
increase cultivation.

Simiyu Region plans to produce 
500,000 tonnes of cotton in the 
2021/22 farming season, a strategy 
which targets to equip farmers with 
essential farming skills and tools 
including sending farming inputs on 
time.

Cotton price at record high – Kafulila

 ...I’m now living 
my dream life, I am 
able to get all the 
basic needs
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Samia is right: Small traders 
merit maximum help to grow 

P
RESIDENT Samia Suluhu 
Hassan was on a balancing 
act this Monday, issuing a 
clear directive to district 

and regional commissioners 
to ensure that they oversee the 
operations of small traders more 
effectively, including so organising 
them as to ensure that they conduct 
their activities properly.

It will not be easy for 
administrators to do that, as the 
traders in question would wish to 
operate in areas where many people 
pass – which is precisely what 
commonly vexes urban authorities, 
that they make life impossible by 
filling all space available.

What the president emphasized, 
though, is that administrators should 
implement the reorganisation of 
the traders appropriately – without 
resorting to harassment.

So there are two areas of 
appropriate behaviour, which some 
fear that they are mutually exclusive 
– one being that of hawkers who 
claim near-permanent daytime 
‘residence’ on urban streets and 
street pavements and not the 
marching ones.

Ensuring appropriate behaviour 
as relates to the issue on the part 
of district and regional officials has 
also proved hard to effect.

The reason is that administrators 
want to take effective measures 
which make the streets comfortable, 
but that demands kicking out all 
hawkers or retaining marginal 
numbers that don’t reflect the huge 
demand for trading space. 

If such a measure is really forcibly 
effected and the traders truly leave 
the streets, we still can be sure that 
they will sooner or later reappear. 
This is the choice the relevant 
authorities ought to address.

Most complaints about the ‘havoc’ 
resulting from the operations of 
small traders invading urban streets 
are genuine. But then there also the 
relentless calls to armies of ‘jobless’ 
rural and urban young men and 
women to hunt for a decent income 
without doing enough to “clear the 

decks” for them in good time.
Many small traders based in 

sparsely populated areas outside 
major urban streets largely found 
too few customers for their comfort, 
so found themselves in some 
quagmire.

With the level of unemployment 
in the country and our inability 
to absorb as many youths as we 
would want into agriculture, some 
tolerance would come in handy as 
we see how best to help small traders 
in urban areas and elsewhere.

Only when district and regional 
administrators grasp that doing 
business where many people pass 
isn’t a choice but a necessity will 
they put to effect the president’s 
directive in a sufficiently imaginative 
manner.

One way is to follow what visiting 
Peruvian economist Hernando de 
Soto told our administrators in 2003 
on the importance of having title 
deeds in making things work.

Indeed, batches of small traders 
need time to accumulate small 
amounts of capital in city centre 
areas – in turns. This would be 
courtesy of the relevant urban 
authorities.

Of course, this should not mean 
invading space reserved as bona fide 
shops, parking lots or pathways for 
pedestrians.

Issuing small traders with periodic 
trading permits or identity cards in 
prime areas could help the traders 
land loans payable within, say, six 
months.

It is our hope that the authorities 
will explore all these and more 
options, including Prof de Soto’s 
“dream” so that small traders are 
accommodated in a manner that 
will not prove more of a problem 
than a solution with respect to the 
plight of the traders.

We don’t have to seek to re-invent 
the wheel in this: there are successful 
“experiments” all around us to learn 
from. Meanwhile, let all concerned 
come to the rescue of small traders 
by fully heeding President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan’s directive. 

T
ODAY (Sept 15) is 
International Day of 
Democracy, decreed by 
the UN General Assembly 

in 2007 and marked for the purpose 
of promoting and upholding the 
principles of democracy.

The resolution to that effect invited 
all UN member states, organisations 
and agencies to commemorate the 
Day in a manner that contributes 
to raising public awareness on this 
vital aspect of political life.

Democracy, looking at what the 
various political cultures around the 
world say, is universally respected 
but often treated casually.

An authoritative write-up on the 
marking of democracy worldwide 
says that democracies share 
common features, that there is no 
single model of democracy, and that 
democracy does not belong to any 
country or region.

This affirmation is an effort to 
underline the idea that democracy 
is a universal value, and at the time 
of independence some brilliant 
African leaders saw it as embedded 
in traditional ways of life.

Father of the Nation Mwalimu 
Julius K Nyerere declared back in 
1962 that Africans had no more need 
of being converted to socialism or 
taught democracy.

He said that elders in Tanzanian 
society used to sit under a tree and 
talk until they agreed, suggesting 
that the need to give each the right 
to speak and be heard was true to all.

Yet, as Mwalimu came to admit 

just about two years later, it is one 
thing to believe in the principles of 
democracy and another to actually 
observe those principles – or 
resolutely uphold them in political 
culture.

The problem is that, while 
democracy is a value or an end in 
itself, in real life that isn’t the case – 
as it is put to the service of the higher 
goal of acquiring political power.

In this latter quest, democracy is 
just one of those means, and if power 
is acquired it will not always be kept 
within the bounds of democracy. 
Thus getting political power and 
keeping it outdo democracy as a 
cardinal value.

Tied to this difficulty is the manner 
in which the quest for power puts 
gags on the interpretation of the 
cardinal formulation that democracy 
is based on the freely-expressed will 
of the people to determine their 
own political, economic, social and 
cultural systems.

Within this demand is 
people’s proper and transparent 
participation in all aspects of 
decision-making in issues which 
matter to their lives.

Again, the trouble is that 
democracy is not the only reference 
point in canvassing support for 
ability to make decisions or in the 
decisions that those in power make.

Africa is still battling limitations to 
observance of democratic culture 
and practice. It remains a painful 
journey, but we are making progress. 
We have no option but to soldier on.

International Day of Democracy: 
Progress made despite challenges

By Josephine Tay

A
S countries ramp up 
privacy regulations, 
developing data privacy-
compliant platforms will 

help publishers avoid hefty fines 
while rewarding them with users 
who trust them and will consent to 
letting their information be used for 
advertising and other purposes.

During WAN-IFRA’s recent Digital 
Media Asia conference, Ian Hocking 
of the South China Morning Post 
(SCMP) and Raju Chellam, Chief 
Editor at AI Ethics & Governance 
Body of Knowledge in Singapore, 
together with moderator Gabey Goh, 
discussed how privacy regulations 
are challenging digital advertising 
across Asia and what publishers can 
do to build audience trust.

“You are providing them with 
an environment and a platform in 
which they do trust and they want 
to give their consent and they see 
real value in,” said Hocking, Vice 
President for Digital at SCMP.

“It’s an opportunity to put the user 
first in the way you approach your 
platform. And it reminds you that 
you are in that service space, and you 
are trying to build something that 
goes beyond simply a transaction 
into something that really has value 
for both of you,” he added.

Hocking said that when the 
European Union enforced the 
General Data Protection Regulation 
in 2018, “most people moved to 
legitimate interest, which enabled 
publishers to utilise user data as 
long as they opted in”.

The regulation did not affect 
publishers as much as it did third-
party intermediaries who were 
unable to get users to opt in, 
particularly those in the mobile 
space, he further noted.

Since then, data users have 
become more aware of privacy 
issues as “we were actively educating 
them about how that data were 
being used,” Hocking said, adding: 
“That meant that it put pressure on 
platforms and publishers to really 
shape up and deliver something that 
was much more privacy-compliant.”

In the Asia Pacific region, 21 
countries have endorsed the APEC 
Cross-Border Privacy Regulations, 
which promote responsible 
transfers of personally identifiable 
information and are “a powerful 
means of demonstrating dedication 
to protecting subscribers’ data,” said 
Chellam.

The Body of Knowledge is a 
reference document developed 
with the expertise of industry 
professionals on the ethical aspects 
related to the development and 
deployment of AI technologies.

Singapore’s Infocomm Media 
Development Authority has also 
established a Trusted Data Sharing 
Framework, which provides 
guidelines on the sharing of sensitive 
data.

Observing the framework would 
act as “a mitigating factor in case 
there is a data breach because you 
have taken due diligence,” Chellam 
pointed out, adding: “This is what 
we call a signature document, 
which a lot of countries are now 
considering to implement in their 
own economies.”

Breaching data privacy often 
means stiff fines and a loss of 
reputation, warned Chellam, also 
recalling that British Airways was 
fined £20 million last year for a 
data breach that affected more than 
400,000 customers.

Since 2016, Singapore has also 
levied over USS$2 million to 
companies including Singtel and 
SPH Magazines for data breaches.

Regulation over data privacy 
is sure to increase as customer 
awareness increases, so publishers 
need to treat their customer data 
“as carefully as they treat their own 
personal data,” said Chellam.

He elaborated: “Trust in your 
platform can only be so much if 
you don’t handle your customer 
data properly and social media can 
multiply all of your mistakes. Before 
you know it, you will become the 
laughing stock of the world and 
then advertisers will drop off, your 
circulation drops, your credibility 
drops, all because you didn’t handle 
somebody’s private data.”

Chellam explained that ethics are 
particularly under scrutiny with 
artificial intelligence becoming 
ubiquitous, noting that many 
applications have AI embedded, 
“which is not apparent to users”.

As a Hong Kong-based news 
publication that reaches millions of 
worldwide audiences across the US, 
Europe and Asia, SCMP feels obliged 
to make its platform compliant with 
regulations across these regions.

The most difficult part, said 
Hocking, was “just getting going, 
giving everyone aligned to the 
standards you need to adhere to and 
starting that process”.

He added however that once 
you actually get going, you find the 
process gets much, much easier, 
“although there will be obstacles”.

Hocking referred to Google’s 
recent announcement to extend the 
phasing out of third-party cookies in 
Chrome till the end of 2023.

“We’ve spent so much time 
and effort to get ready, only to be 
disappointed that that effort is now 
not going to be rewarded by this 
great change for privacy for users,” 
he said.

Nevertheless, organisations must 
still figure out how to move forward 
without third-party cookies as more 
platforms such as Apple’s Safari 
and Mozilla’s Firefox begin banning 
them.

As cookies will be unavailable 
in two years, it is not viable to 
build new solutions depending on 
cookies, according to Hocking.

He said SCMP and other publishers 
favour first-party cookies as they 
are persistent and not blocked by 
browsers, although cross platform 
activation is hard to achieve.

The vast majority of respondents 
are working on first-party cookie 
data to make the transition. “It does 
suggest that publishers are taking 
identity into their own hands and 
trying to come up independently 
with something that works better 
for them,” Hocking said. 

He however warned that this 
could cause more fragmentation, 
hindering scaled activation across 
the open web, elaborating: “If we 
persist on this route of having first-
party identifiers that people have 
invested in and hold strong value in, 

it is likely that we will see an age of 
walled gardens through more large-
scale media owners like Yahoo!, 
New York Times and maybe even 
the South China Morning Post.”

Hocking said an ideal solution 
will be a universal ID that works 
in a similar way to the third-party 
cookie, but has improved security 
and improved user-defined controls 
for users to easily opt in and opt out.

He went on to call upon media 
owners to look into three areas, one 
being customer data platforms that 
allow multiple data sources to unify 
an ID and use sophisticated machine 
learning to seed data into targetable 
audiences.

The second is consent-
management platforms that 
allow the automation of consent 
management across different 
platforms, ensuring compliance 
with regulations in each country.

The last is that, if there is plenty of 
data that can be matched with third 
parties, a data clean room would 
help to do so while adhering to 
privacy compliance.

“If you want to reach out and 
talk to people in the open web or 
outside of your environment, then 
you need to be thinking about not 
one but probably multiple other ID 
solutions,” Hocking said.

He added: “I really think that 
whatever happens over the next 
couple of years, it is really important 
for marketers to start to test different 
solutions, to figure out the relative 
qualities of them. I think (all us need 
to) be prepared to utilise multiple in 
the future.”

•	 A dispatch by the World 
Association of News Publishers 
(WAN-IFRA). Josephine Tay is 
a Singapore-based editor and 
producer with a passion for 
storytelling.

Data privacy compliance: Value 
lies in earned trust and consent
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By Correspondent Ani Jozeni

C
HANGE is finally at hand 
for the media industry 
following the shift of me-
dia supervision functions 

from the former Ministry of Infor-
mation, Culture, Arts and Sports to 
the newly constituted Ministry of 
Information, Communications and   
Information Technology.

When announcing the change, 
President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
squarely cited demands of media 
practitioners to be moved out of 
the traditional docket to reappear 

in a technically identifiable group 
as part of information and commu-
nication as a whole.

This allusion was to stakehold-
ers a clear indication of where the 
president’s sentiments lied, be-
tween those campaigning for me-
dia freedom,, and the professional 
regulators fond of closures and 
heavy fines for what could easily be 
said to be misdemeanours or mis-
understandings in media content.

Shifting the media industry to 
the information technology cluster 
nearly reverts to what happened in 
1995 when third phase President 

Benjamin Mkapa came into office 
but the change could not hold for a 
long time, as it was soon reinvented 
as a wing of the ministry, and re-
stored as pivotal component of the 
culture portfolio, analysts noted.

Late 1995 when the third phase 
took office President Mkapa 
scrapped the Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting, explaining 
that the media doesn’t need a min-
istry but merely a set of regulations 
to supervise its work as a business 
sector, not the supervision of con-
tent.

That is what is now implied in 

Portfolio shift: New breeze  
felt across media industry

shifting the media industry to ICT as this ministry is a 
technical cluster of systems based on information and 
communication technology, how they operate and 
how the systems are connected.

Addressing the gathering after the  swearing-in cer-
emony, top national leaders including Vice President 
Dr Philip Mpango, Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa 
and the Speaker of the National Assembly, Job Ndugai, 
emphasised the vital importance of the National ICT 
Broadband Backbone to the development vision in 
various sectors.

With the shift, the ministerial authorities become a 
zone where technical facilities of the media industry 
will be looked into, for instance if there are problems 
of pricing of content, in like manner as other commu-
nications sector stakeholders.

One area where this new relationship may start ig-
niting into lobbying activity is the fact that plans for 
operationalising various levies for digitally-based ac-
tivities include a levy on the use of internet material, 
where free access to the material is the lifeline and 
ability to survive of radios, newspapers and television 
operations.

With free access to internet material, save for pay-
ing service providers for managing the content flow 
to their mobile phones, computers or large servers, 
the capacity to keep prices low for their products and 
enable marginal salaries or allowances for practition-

ers to enable them to live when internet access is not 
being taxed. Introducing a user levy would change all 
that, practitioners fear.

When making closing remarks in the swearing in 
ceremony, President Samia said bluntly that those 
in the restructured ministry, who are now supposed 
to focus on culture, arts and sports actually needed 
to come to the State House ceremony to swear once 
more. The reason is that the political spectrum of 
what they were earlier tasked with and their current 
duties vary a great deal, in which case a new sense of 
commitment to the revamped portfolio waan’t out of 
place.

Meanwhile, there was quiet celebration in media 
circles as two decade long struggle came near to a 
halt, despite that the contested 2016 legislation, the 
Media Services Act is still in place, while many of its 
provisions were struck down by the African Court on 
Human and Peoples’ Rights, to which Tanzania is a 
party.

The revamped ministry has taken months since 
President Samia asked it to review cases of closed me-
dia organs, swiftly opening online media but not their 
print media versions, though to a large extent they are 
nearly the same. 

The matter will likely resurface under the new ar-
rangements, where chances of what were being seen 
as opposition newspapers coming back to the stables 

Deodatus Balile, chairman of the Tanzania Editors Forum and managing director of Jamhuri Media Ltd. He 
recently asked the president to shift the media industry elsewhere, moving it from the old Information, Culture, 
Arts and Sports portfolio. File picture
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By Guardian Correspondent 

I
N a fast-changing world we live in today, forma-
tion of unions and blocs is the way to go so as to 
achieve efficient delivery of goods and services.  

The African postal sector umbrella organiza-
tion, Pan African Postal Union (PAPU), is poised for 
a single harmonized policy and regulations as a part 
strategy to consolidate the sustainable growth of post-
al services in the continent.

In his message at a handover ceremony of incoming 
and outgoing management of PAPU in Arusha recently, 
the Tanzania Communications Regulatory Author-
ity (TCRA) Director General Dr Jabiri Bakari said that 
PAPU remains the hub for building a single African 
postal territory for improved people’s living standards 
and sustainable development of respective member 
states. 

He said digitalization of postal services to make it 
ICT-driven, remains one of PAPU’s fundamental mis-
sions to open opportunities and upgrade e-commerce 
not only in the continent but also to unlock the poten-
tials of the African business globally.  

“The contribution of postal services to the develop-
ment of the digital economy and emphasized ongoing 
ICT boom offers a unique opportunity for the develop-
ment of postal services in Africa,” said the TCRA DG. 

Dr Bakari congratulated the outgoing and incoming 
PAPU management for a peaceful leadership change 
saying the move conformed with official procedure of 
credible succession process after reaching the end of 
their tenure with remarkable achievements.   

The DG said construction of the PAPU Head Office 
complex in Arusha, a joint venture project between 
TCRA and PAPU, was a clear testimony of deep root-
ed relations between the two entities, as the 17-storey 
multibillion investment becomes a reality.

Dr Bakari said in his speech delivered by his repre-
sentative to the event, Dr Emmanuel Manasseh that 
the process of improving the postal industry calls for 
sustainable dialogue, collaboration, confidence build-
ing, learning and experience sharing among PAPU 
member states. 

In his speech, the outgoing Minister for Communi-
cation and Information Technology Dr Faustine Ndug-
ulile said Tanzania has always cherished supporting a 
drive of having a unified and harmonized delivery of 
postal services.

“The government is determined to continue support-
ing PAPU to make it a vibrant, modernized, ICT-driven 
postal services Organisation for improved living stand-
ards of the people in the member states,” he said.

Dr Ndugulile told delegates at the ceremony that 
the 17storey complex which is under construction in 
Arusha is a clear manifestation of the government’s 

Why harmonised postal services are key for Africa’s progress  
commitment to transforming PAPU into 
an income generation and credible con-
tinent body. 

He commended the peaceful leader-
ship change and office handover process 
between outgoing Secretary-General of 
PAPU Younouss Djibrine and incoming 
PAPU SG Dr Sifundo Chief Moyo from 
Zimbabwe as well as outgoing PAPU 
Deputy Secretary-General Kolawole Ra-
heem Aduloju who also handed over 
the office to Jessica Uwera SSengooba of 
Uganda.    

Gracing the event in Arusha recently, 
the Zimbabwean Minister of ICT, Postal 
and Courier Services Dr Jenfan Muswere 
thanked Tanzania for not only hosting 
the headquarters of PAPU since its in-
ception in 1980 but also for unwaver-
ing support and goodwill that has been 
extended to the union over years, be it 
financial, moral and material. 

Dr Muswere who was also chairman of 
the plenipotentiary conference of PAPU 
paid special tribute to the President Sa-
miaSuluhu Hassan for the noble gesture 
and promise that Tanzania will continue 
supporting efforts towards improving 
the union’s performance.  

He appealed to the new management 
to bring into fruition the PAPU complex 
project and align the work of the union 
with the Abidjan World Postal Strategy 
and Plan adopted during the 27th Uni-
versal Postal Union Congress.

Dr Muswere reaffirmed Zimbabwe’s 
continued support towards efficient 
administrative role of PAPU aimed at 
achieving improved delivery of services 
to all member states through harmo-
nized policies, regulations hence sus-
tainable development of Africa through 
the digitalized postal sector. 

PAPU) as a specialized agency of the 
African Union (AU) was established on 
18th January 1980, following the deci-
sion of the Plenipotentiary Conference 
of 35 the then Organization of African 
Union (OAU) member countries during 
a meeting held on 8th to 18th January 
1980, in Arusha.

 With its headquarters in Arusha, 
PAPU whose membership by then con-
sisted of only 35 countries when it was 

tive Plenipotentiary Conference 
held on 18th January 1980 in Aru-
sha.

PAPU’s vision is to ensure the 
implementation of a single postal 
territory that provides innovative, 
integrated and inclusive policy 
guidelines for the development of 
the postal sector in Africa.

It fosters inclusive socio-eco-
nomic development for the African 
citizens and residents through ex-
changes of documents and goods, 
money transfer services, assisting 
development of small and medium 
enterprises and the corresponding 
industrialization process in Africa, 
among others.

created, currently boats 45 active member 
states. The main objective of the union is 
to coordinate all activities aimed at devel-
oping postal services on the African con-
tinent. 

In the 1980s, the then Minister of Com-
munication and Works, who later became 
First Vice President and Prime Minister 
John Malecela ensured PAPU got a plot at 
Sekei near Philips in Arusha. In the 1990s 
a dream to construct joint invest complex 
was conceived by the then Tanzania Com-
munication Commission (TCC), Tanzania 
Postal Corporation (TPC) and Tanzania 
Telecommunication Company Limited 
(TTCL) to jointly with PAPU, construct the 
complex., according to the first Director-
General of TCC, Emmanuel Ole Kambai-

nei.  The vision has now become a reality, 
as TCRA under the Ministry of Commu-
nication and Information Technology is 
fully engaged in a joint venture construc-
tion project, creating job opportunities 
for hundreds involved in the exercise. 

PAPU was established by the constitu-
tive Plenipotentiary Conference of Afri-
can ministers in charge of postal services, 
held in 1980 in Arusha. The conference 
was convened by the OAU Secretary-Gen-
eral following a decision by African Heads 
of State and Government during their 
summit in Libreville, Gabon, from 2nd to 
6th July in 1977.

Thereafter, the convention formally es-
tablishing PAPU as a specialized agency of 
the OAU was signed during the Constitu-

Outgoing PAPU Secretary General  Younouss Djibrine (seated left) and ihis successor, Dr Sifundo Chief Moyo from Zimbabwe 
exchange documents in symbolic handover of office at PAPU Headuarters in Arusha, recently. Looking on is outgoing Minister 
for Communication and Information Technology Dr Faustine Ndugulile (third right) and his Zimbabwean counterpart Dr Jenfan 
Muswere (second right). Photo courtesy of TCRA
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By Guardian Reporter

THE United States government, 
through the US Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID), has 
distributed nearly 630,000 insecti-
cide treated bed nets (ITNs), reach-
ing every registered household 
across the Zanzibar archipelago.

 The nets were procured through 
the US President’s Malaria Initiative 
(PMI), and the Global Fund to Fight 
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, an 
international financing and part-
nership organization. It is expected 
that each bed net will protect two 
people against malaria.

Malaria is caused by a single-cell 
parasite which enters the blood of 
a person following the bite of an 
infected female Anopheles mos-
quito. In recent years, Zanzibar has 
seen an uptick in reported cases. 
Between 2019 and 2020, the num-
ber of registered malaria cases 

increased by 68 percent, reflect-
ing an outbreak that prompted an 
increase in the distribution of bed 
nets.  

ITNs have been proven to reduce 
malaria illness, severe disease, and 
death due to malaria by protecting 
people from mosquito bites while 
sleeping. 

ITNs maintain effective levels of 
insecticide to repel mosquitoes for 
approximately three years, even 
after repeated washing. Tanzania’s 
significant progress against malaria 
is highlighted in the PMI 15th Annu-
al Report. For example, ownership 
of insecticide treated bed nets has 
increased to 78 percent (up from 23 
percent in 2005).

PMI has been a proud partner 
of Tanzania since 2006, helping to 
decrease child death rates by 40 
percent through investments total-
ing almost $613 million through last 
year. 

For the past four years, $176 mil-
lion have been contributed to deliv-
er life-saving medicines, high-qual-
ity diagnostic testing, and training 
for over 4,700 healthcare workers. 

Through close collaboration 
with the public, institutions, gov-
ernments of Tanzania and Zanzi-
bar, the US government has also 
strengthens health systems to rein-
force and amplify Tanzania’s efforts 
to end this deadly, yet entirely pre-
ventable, disease.

Commenting on the successful 
ITN distribution campaign, USAID 
Mission Director V. Kate Somvong-
siri remarked “The Governments of 
Tanzania and Zanzibar have made 
admirable progress in improving 
the quality and delivery of malaria 
services over the past several years. 
Our close collaboration is to reduce 
malaria deaths and substantially 
decreasing malaria prevalence with 
the long-term goal of elimination.” 

US govt distributes 630,000 insecticide treated bed nets, 
better protecting 1.3 million Zanzibaris against malaria

USAID distributes 630,000 insecticide treated bednets in Zanzibar

By Special Correspondent

THE African Development Bank (AfDB) technical 
review committee has approved eight project propos-
als to receive funding in an important milestone for its 
jobs for youth in Africa strategy. 

Approved proposals will receive grant funding of 
more than $7.3 million to operate their activities, creat-
ing several new enterprises and an estimated 20,000 
jobs for youth across the continent.

Several of the approved proposals were submitted in 
response to a call from the Human Capital, Youth and 
Skills Development Department (AHHD) through the 
Youth Entrepreneurship and Innovation Multi-Donor 
Trust Fund late last year.

Bank offices, complexes and departments from 
across regional member countries submitted nearly 24 
proposals for review committee.

Themes submitted included capacity building for 
entrepreneurs, climate change, gender, affordable 
housing, food security, migration and textiles, with 
the common thread of creating decent jobs for young 
women and men.

“The diverse range of themes and interests demon-
strates the degree that our Bank peers understand that 
creating jobs for Africa’s growing youth population 
is a cross-cutting issue to be factored into operations 
across the continent,” said Martha Phiri, Director of the 
Bank’s Human Capital, Youth and Skills Department. 

“The Youth Entrepreneurship and Innovation Multi-
Donor Trust Fund is increasingly viewed as a destina-
tion resource for financing our scale up efforts to cre-
ate decent jobs for young women and men,” she added.

The Jobs for Youth in Africa Strategy calls for the in-
tegration of jobs and skills for youth across Bank oper-
ations to maximize the impact on increasing employ-
ment opportunities. 

It specifically mandates embedding youth employ-
ment into Bank plans, projects, staff training and sys-
tems, and increasing the Bank’s influence and support 
in regional member countries. 

One of the projects approved is leveraging technical 
collaboration with the International Labor Organiza-
tion to develop the Bank’s employment marker.

Approved projects include business development 
support for agricultural entrepreneurs selling online in 
Malawi and Zimbabwe, training to help staff members 
of Libya’s Ministry of Labour better meet the needs of 
young entrepreneurs including women and people liv-
ing with disabilities, an online training and accelerator 
program for entrepreneurs in the textile, apparel and 
accessories industries, and an initiative to boost job 
creation in climate change adaptation and resilience in 

Egypt, Ghana, Mali, Nigeria, Guinea, Morocco, Kenya, 
Uganda, Rwanda, Seychelles, Zimbabwe, Malawi, Chad, 
Gabon and South Africa.

The Youth Entrepreneurship and Innovation Multi-
Donor Trust Fund provides project preparation and 
co-financing for Bank projects and places great empha-
sis on employability, entrepreneurship and job crea-
tion through enterprise and value chain development. 

The Fund has also supported countries that imple-
ment policies conducive to private sector develop-
ment and youth employment. 

Also in line with the Bank’s commitments under the 
fifteenth replenishment of the African Development 
Fund–the concessional window of the African Devel-
opment Bank Group–the call for project proposals 
reflects the Human Capital, Youth and Skills Develop-
ment Department’s strategic intent to leverage and 
integrate youth employment and employability into 
the Bank’s operations in African Development Fund 
countries.

 Launched in November 2017, the Fund promotes 
the creation of sustainable jobs for young Africans by 
equipping youth and women-led startups, as well as 
micro, small and medium enterprises with the skills, 
financial support and enabling environments to run 
bankable businesses.

Pan African bank provides $7.3
million for youth jobs and skills
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By Cui Jia in Kashgar, Xinjiang

A
rezgul Tursun, head 
of the gynecology de-
partment at a hospital 
in the Xinjiang Uygur au-

tonomous region, examined forms 
signed by women consenting to 
the insertion or removal of intrau-
terine devices.

She then produced figures for 
the number of women who un-
derwent such procedures involv-
ing the long-term contraception 
devices from the start of this year 
until May 20.

"We conducted 97 procedures 
during this period. The number of 
women choosing to use IUDs for 
contraception has dropped sharp-
ly in recent years," Arezgul said in 
the consultation room at the town-
ship hospital in Yarkant, the most 
populated county in southern Xin-
jiang's Kashgar prefecture. Uygurs 
comprise more than 96 percent of 
the county's population.

"Our hospital is the first place 
local women visit if they want to 
learn about family planning op-
tions or have IUD insertion sur-
geries, so I believe the situation in 
my department can easily coun-
ter rumors that Uygur women are 
forced to have IUD procedures or 
are even sterilized systematically," 
Arezgul said.

Claims of forced contraception 
and forced sterilization in Xinji-
ang, first made by German anti-
China figure Adrian Zenz, were 
quickly used by some Western 
politicians as a weapon to attack 
Xinjiang's human rights situation.

In Zenz's "research report" pub-
lished in June last year, he erro-
neously claimed the Chinese gov-
ernment imposed contraceptive 
surgeries on Uygur women with 
one child, and sterilization on such 
mothers with three children.

The report was later quoted by 
former US secretary of state Mike 
Pompeo as the United States lev-
eled allegations of genocide in 
Xinjiang. Despite the accusations, 
since 2010, the region's Uygur pop-
ulation has risen by 1.62 million, 
or 16.2 percent, to more than 11.62 
million last year, the latest census 
data show.

Much of the data in Zenz's re-
port were soon found to be inac-
curate, or false. For example, a 
chart claims that on average, 800 
to 1,400 new IUD placements per 
person are performed in Xinji-
ang each year, which means each 
woman in the region would have 
to undergo four to eight such in-
sertion surgeries every day.

In a report published in May, the 
Xinjiang Development Research 
Center said the figures simply do 
not make sense.

Zenz also claims that in 2018, at 
least 80 percent of new IUD inser-
tion surgeries in China were per-
formed in Xinjiang.

According to the China Health 
Statistics Yearbook 2019 published 
by the National Health Commis-
sion, 328,475 such surgeries were 
performed in the region in 2018, 
and the nationwide figure was 
3,774,318. This means that new IUD 

Forced contraception, sterilisation claims in Xinjiang dismissed
placement surgeries in Xinjiang 
accounted for only 8.70 percent 
of the national total and that the 
number cited by Zenz was far from 
accurate, the center's report said. 

Medical checks
Before they receive IUD inser-

tion surgeries, women must un-
dergo strict medical checks to 
minimize the possibility of side 
effects. Arezgul said it is illegal 
for doctors in Xinjiang to allow a 
woman to undergo such surgery if 
medics believe an IUD is not suit-
able for her.

"Also, nearly all the 137 doctors 
and nurses at the Yarkant town-
ship hospital are Uygurs. There is 
no way we will let Uygur women 
have forced IUD insertion surger-
ies. This will never happen," she 
said.

Arezgul said she is not surprised 
that the number of IUD surgeries 
has fallen in recent years. "Uygur 
women now have more contra-
ception options and these choices 
are very accessible. More impor-
tant, their personal choices are 
respected by their husbands and 
families."

Aynur Abudulkerim, a doctor at 
Kashgar Prefecture No 1 People's 
Hospital's family planning clinic, 
did not hesitate in replying when 
she was asked to verify the num-
ber of women undergoing IUD in-
sertion or removal surgeries.

"About 150 women had such 
surgeries from the beginning of 
this year to May 18. Considering 
that the hospital is the largest in 
the prefecture and also caters to 
patients from nearby prefectures, 
the number is really insignificant," 
Aynur said.

"When women come to us to 
learn about family planning meth-
ods, we tell them about the pros 
and cons of using condoms, IUD 

as heretics. This resulted in early 
marriages, bigamy and many un-
planned births." 

Situation changes
Yang Yuye, deputy director of 

the Kashgar Prefecture Health 
Commission, said that before 2018, 
locals' views on having children 
were deeply influenced by reli-
gious extremism.

"Under such influence, women 
had no say in how many children 
they wanted to have, but just kept 
having them. In a way, many of 
them become procreation tools," 
Yang said. "The situation began 
to change after the measures to 
eradicate religious extremism took 
effect. This move also greatly liber-
ated women."

Yang said women now know it is 
important to consider their health 
and family situation when plan-
ning to have children, as gender 
equality and reproductive health 
have been promoted in the pro-
cess of eradicating extremism.

In an attempt to confuse peo-
ple, categorizing an IUD as a tool 
to sterilize women, is clearly ill-
intended, Yang added.

"An IUD is just one of the long-
term contraception methods. It 
can be effective for up to eight 
years and is easily removed when 
a woman wants to get pregnant. 
We have never forced women to 
be sterilized, as their procreation 
rights are fully protected by law," 
she said. 

Referring to claims by some 
women that they were forced to 
have IUD insertion surgeries at 
vocational education and training 
centers, Yang said such allegations 
were "quite absurd".

"IUD insertion or removal sur-
geries must be conducted at 
proper hospitals. No clinic at a 
vocational education and train-
ing center is qualified to carry out 
the procedure, so these claims can 
only be lies," she said.

Such centers were set up to pro-
vide training courses to help those 
influenced by terrorism and reli-
gious extremism. All trainees have 
graduated, the regional govern-
ment said.

Rexitgul Memet, 35, from Kash-
gar city's Duolaitibage township, 
said more Uygur women are pri-
oritizing self-value. An increasing 
number of young Uygur women 
are also delaying marriage to de-
vote more time and energy to per-
sonal development.

Supported by her husband, Rex-
itgul had IUD insertion surgery in 
2016 after giving birth to the cou-
ple's third child. Regulations on 
population and family planning in 
Xinjiang state that urban couples 
can have two children. Rural cou-
ples can have three.

"I decided to have an IUD mainly 
because it's convenient. I also re-
ceive a free annual gynecological 
examination to ensure there are 
no complications," Rexitgul said at 
home after returning from her job 
at an insurance company.

She said that even if the fam-
ily planning policy is relaxed, she 
would not have another child.

	 	               Xinhua

gion's population.
For some time, it was difficult 

to promote and implement family 
planning policy in southern Xinji-
ang, including Kashgar, Hotan and 
Aksu prefectures. This led to rapid 
population growth in areas with 
large Uygur populations.

Influenced by religious extrem-
ism, some people chose to "get 
married" simply by holding reli-
gious ceremonies. They were also 
told by extremists that marriage 
certificates issued by the govern-
ment were illegal and that termi-
nating pregnancy was the practice 
of "kafirs", or heretics.

Li said: "The extremists also in-
cited locals to resist the family 
planning policy, saying those who 
practice contraception are seen 

devices and taking contraception 
pills. It's up to each woman to 
choose the contraception method 
she wants." 

Sheng Juan, head of the Kashgar 
prefecture hospital's gynecology 
department, said Uygur women, 
especially those from rural areas, 
have clearly become more inde-
pendent and know the importance 
of love.

"In the past, they were depend-
ent on their husbands, but had 
little say in family issues such as 
having children. Now, women 
have more opportunities and can 
support themselves by finding em-
ployment. They also know they 
can make their own decisions, so 
it's only natural that their views 
on having children have changed," 

Sheng said. Li Xiaoxia, a special 
researcher at the Xinjiang Devel-
opment Research Center, said the 
birthrate and population growth 
rate in Xinjiang fell from 1.59 per-
cent and 1.14 percent respectively 
in 2017 to 1.07 percent and 0.61 
percent in 2018, mainly because 
people's views on marriage and 
having children changed after reli-
gious extremism in the region was 
effectively dealt with.

"As society progresses, the tran-
sition of the Uygur population has 
been achieved more by its own 
choice and autonomy, rather than 
through policy guidance and ex-
ternal forces. These changes did 
not happen suddenly, but were a 
gradual process," said Li, who has 
been researching shifts in the re-

Children enjoy a day out in Kashgar, Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region. 

A medical team from Ningbo, Zhejiang province, treats patients in Aksu during a working tour of Xinjiang. 
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By Guardian Reporter

SHAREHOLDERS of Mnazi Bay natu-
ral gas extractor, Wentworth Resources 
Plc will distribute among themselves 
U$1.32 million (over 3.06bn/-) in interim 
dividend for the year ending June, 2021 
thanks to the company’s good perfor-
mance.

In its half year results which also an-
nounced former Tanzania Investment 
Centre Executive Director, Juliet Kairuki 
as non-executive board member, the 
London Stock Exchange listed firm said 
its record financial results achievement 
was due to growing demand of gas and 
increasingly stronger fundamentals.

Commenting on the impressive per-
formance, Wentworth Resources’ CEO, 
Katherine Roe said the 1H results have 

delivered a record financial and opera-
tional performance which underpins 
the decision to increase the interim 
dividend. 

“Following a challenging period of 
global economic uncertainty, to have 
delivered this record performance 
demonstrates once again the strength 
of our fundamentals. Our commitment 
to maintaining these is unwavering,” 
Roe said.

The company said the interim divi-
dend declared is an increase of 10 per-
cent compared to U$1.2 million which 
was declared during the same period 
last year. The latest interim dividend 
brings the total dividend distribution 
declared in the last 12 months to U$5.12 
million.

During the period under review, 

Wentworth Resources 
owners to share 3.06bn/- 
dividend for 1H of 2021

Wentworth Resources’ CEO, Katherine Roe. 

Incentive 

ADDIS ABABA

Remittances to African coun-
tries are expected to decrease by 
5.4% from US$44-billion in 2020 
to a projected total of US$41-bil-
lion in 2021, due to the associated 
high costs as well as the effects of 
COVID-19, according to findings 
of Continental Migration Report 
2021.

The report titled, “African re-
gional review of implementation 
of the Global Compact for Safe, 
Orderly and Regular Migration,” 
was produced by the United Na-
tions Economic Commission for 
Africa (ECA) in partnership with 
the African Union Commission 
(AUC).

It builds from four sub-regional 
reports compiled by AUC and a 
summary from stakeholder con-
sultations at the just concluded 
2021 African regional review 
meeting on the Global Compact 
for migration (August 26 to Sep-
tember 1, Morocco ).

According to information re-
leased by the organisations, al-
though the COVID-19 pandemic 
was expected to lead to a decrease 
in remittances to Africa in 2020, 
findings of the reports show that 
by October 2020 remittances 
to Africa had reached approxi-
mately US$78.4-billion, constitut-
ing 11.7% of global remittances. 
Remittances have therefore dem-
onstrated greater resilience and 
reliability as a source of capital in 
Africa than foreign direct invest-
ment flows.

The research recommends that 
governments across the world 
should take effective action to 
facilitate and boost remittances 
in view of supporting the fight 
against COVID-19 and ultimately 

building a more sustainable post-
pandemic world.

According to the report, the 
costs associated with sending 
remittances to Africa are some 
of the highest in the world. Until 
very recently, average transac-
tion costs were equivalent to 8.9% 
of the amount being sent for a 
remittance payment of US$200. 
With respect to the cost of send-
ing money, the report says Africa 
is still far from achieving the 3% 
target set out in Sustainable De-
velopment Goal 10.

The Addis Ababa Action Agen-
da of the Third International 
Conference on Financing for De-
velopment and Sustainable De-
velopment Goal indicator 10(c) 
provides that countries should, 
by 2030, reduce to less than 3% 
the transaction costs of migrant 
remittances and eliminate remit-
tance corridors with costs higher 
than 5%.

Remittances are estimated to 
constitute approximately 65% 
of the income of some receiving 
countries and senders spend an 
estimated 15% of their income on 
remittances. For 25 African coun-
tries, all of which have large Dias-
pora populations, remittances are 
the primary source of national in-
come.

In response, a number of Afri-
can countries have taken action 
to lower the costs of remittance 
transfers. Some countries also 
offer Diaspora bonds to inves-
tors and have relaxed foreign 
exchange controls to allow for 
electronic and mobile money 
transfers at reduced costs. “It 
should be noted, in that regard, 
that the use of digital money 
transfer platforms reduces trans-
fer fees in Africa by an average of 

7 percent,” says the report.
“Private financial institutions 

also offer incentives to encour-
age members of Diaspora com-
munities to use their services, 
including low transaction fees 
for remittances, and facilitate 
Diaspora-initiated projects, es-
pecially in the real estate sector. 
These measures all promote the 
financial inclusion of migrants 
and their families.”

The report recommends that 
member States should sup-
port migrants and their families 
through the adoption of laws and 
regulations to facilitate the send-
ing and receiving of remittances, 
including by fostering competi-
tion among banks and other re-
mittance handling agencies with 
a view to establishing low-cost 
transfer mechanisms.

High costs weigh heavily 
on remittances to Africa

NAIROBI 

Tanzania has acquired an ad-
ditional 1.24 percent stake in Pan-
African housing financier Shelter 
Afrique for Sh297 million ($2.7 mil-
lion).

The extra capital injection has 
moved Tanzania’s shareholding to 
1.54 percent from the 0.3 percent 
it held. Shelter Afrique chief execu-
tive Andrew Chimphondah said the 
support by shareholders is a vote of 

confidence in the company, which 
last year posted the first profit in six 
years.

“We thank the government of 
Tanzania for choosing to increase 
her stake in Shelter Afrique despite 
the prevailing condition,” he said. 
“We are also grateful to other share-
holders who have increased their 
stakes recently.”

Tanzania’s capital payment re-
duces the shareholding of the top 
three shareholders – Kenya, Nigeria 

and the African Development Bank 
(AfDB). Kenya now owns 17.78 per-
cent of the company from 18.72 per-
cent it held in July. Nigeria and AfDB 
now own 13.27 percent and 12.83 
percent, respectively.

The Nairobi-based Shelter Af-
rique, last year, returned a net profit 

of Sh199.6 million ($1.85 million) 
from a net loss of Sh136 million 
($1.26 million) in the previous year. 
Tanzania’s contribution brings the 
total amount given to Shelter Af-

rique as additional capital in the last 
few years to Sh10.4 billion ($94.7 
million).

Shelter Afrique, which provides 
long-term credit lines for primary 
mortgage lenders, housing micro-
finance institutions and re-financi-
ers, has since inception approved 
financing in Tanzania worth Sh5.7 
billion ($52 million).

The company plans large-scale 
low-cost housing projects in the 
Tanzanian capital Dodoma and its 

semiautonomous Zanzibar Islands 
through public-private partner-
ships and financing. It also plans to 
hold a property exhibition in 2022 
in Dar es Salaam.

Nine other countries have also 
given Shelter Afrique additional 
capital, bringing the fresh capital 
received by the housing financier in 
the last six months to Sh2.27 billion 
($20.69 million.)

Kenya contributed $9.92 million 
followed by Cameroon ($3.53 mil-

lion), Mali ($2.06 million), Rwanda 
($1.1 million), Uganda ($0.08 mil-
lion), Togo ($0.58 million), Eswatini 
($0.32 million), Cote d’Ivoire ($0.57 
million), and Democratic Republic 
of Congo ($0.5 million).

Shelter Afrique is owned by 44 
African countries and two develop-
ment institutions—African Develop-
ment Bank and African Reinsurance 
Corporation. The firm in 2013 and 
2017 signed up deals with share-
holders to recapitalise the company 

Tanzania acquires Sh297m more stake in Shelter Afrique

A senior representative of the World Bank Group’s International Finance Corporation in the country, Frank Ajilore (L),  
receives a gift from Tanzania Commercial Bank’s CEO, Sabasaba Moshingi, when he visited the bank’s head office in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday. The focus of the IFC official’s visit was to discuss how the two financial institutions can cooperation in 
financially empowering women in the country. Photo courtesy of TCB 

Wentworth said revenue grew 
by 40 percent to U$11.7 million 
compared to U$8.3 million made 
last year thanks to record levels 
of production at Mnazi Bay gas 

wells.
“Whilst we have enjoyed a 

robust first half, we remain 
focused on meeting our full 
year potential and meeting the 

growing demand in Tanzania 
for reliable low-cost power. 
The strength of our team and 
partnerships, the reliable per-
formance of the Mnazi Bay as-

set and the improving outlook in 
Tanzania ensures we are in a posi-
tive position for the future,” she 
added.

The results also indicate that the 
good performance was also boost-
ed by Tanzania Petroleum Devel-
opment Corporation’s continued 
timely payment for gas sales but 
also a good payment plan to settle 
outstanding arrears by Tanzania 
Electric Supply Company estab-
lished with over half the outstand-
ing balance received in August.

The report further noted that 
health and safety remained high 
on the company’s agenda hence 
involved partners and local com-
munities in combating the coro-
navirus outbreak. “On 2nd August 
2021, the company celebrated a five 
year zero lost time incident rate mile-
stone,” the half year report noted. 

“Robust precautionary measures 
remain in place related to COVID-19 
to ensure the ongoing safety of our 
staff; to date, there has been no dis-
ruption to operations at Mnazi Bay 
due to COVID-19,” the Wentworth Re-
sources report stated adding that as 
a result of sustained gas production, 
there was a strong financial position 
with U$21.0 million cash in hand as 
at 2nd September 2021 compared 
to U$16.7 million last year with zero 
debt.

During the period under review, 
Bob McBean also retired as Chair-
man of the Board but continues to 
support the company as President 
of Wentworth Tanzania while Tim 
Bushell was appointed non-exec-
utive Chairman as part of planned 
board succession.

Setback 

Investment 

Private financial 
institutions also 
offer incentives to 
encourage members of 
Diaspora communities 
to use their services, 
including low 
transaction fees for 
remittances, and 
facilitate Diaspora-
initiated projects, 
especially in the real 
estate sector. 

NEW YORK 
After a summer breather, the com-

modities the world relies on for con-
struction, manufacturing and keeping 
the lights on are surging again.

Aluminum to steel have seen re-
newed rallies and European gas and 
power have hit fresh records, while a 
gauge of spot commodities prices is on 
the verge breaching a decade-high set 
in July. That’s threatening faster infla-
tion, increasing consumer costs and 
putting pressure on central banks to 
curb the massive stimulus measures 
behind much of the raw-materials ad-
vance. 

Booming demand from the econom-
ic recovery has combined with supply 
woes — from China’s emissions crack-
down that’s cutting metals output to 
scant European gas reserves — to tight-
en markets. At the same time, the cost 

of shipping those goods is rising. With 
a growing scarcity across physical mar-
kets, Goldman Sachs Group sees prices 
climbing further in the coming year.

“Physical goods demand has reached 
such high levels — above pre-pandemic 
trends in all but oil — that the system 
is becoming increasingly constrained 
in its ability to supply these goods,” 
Goldman analysts including Jeff Cur-
rie said in a note on Monday. “Markets 
are becoming increasingly exposed to 
any type of supply disruption or unex-
pected demand increase.”

Metals rally
Massive global stimulus measures 

are keeping metals demand strong and 
helping copper to remain historically 
high. Yet the economic bellwether has 
been overshadowed lately as China’s 
move to curb metals production to re-
duce pollution and a coup in key baux-

ite supplier Guinea sent aluminum to a 
13-year high of $3 000 a ton.

China’s emissions clampdown has 
also seen nickel hit the highest since 
2014 and pushed local steel prices 
higher. “Although we view the current 
prices as excessive, and although alu-
minum is overbought from a technical 
perspective, there is no sign as yet of 
any trend reversal,” Commerzbank AG 
said.

Energy highs
With about a month before the heat-

ing season starts, Europe’s gas stock-
piles are already at the lowest in more 
than a decade for this time of year, 
pushing up the cost of producing elec-
tricity. The region is struggling to boost 
supplies with flows from Norway limit-
ed due to maintenance, while supplies 
remain constrained from Russia.

Appreciation 

Commodities prices seen surging again
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By Geoffrey Tusiime, TUDARCO
 
LONDON Stock Exchange listed 

Petra Diamonds that operates Wil-
liamson Diamond Mine in Mwadui, 
Shinyanga Region has announced 
the reviewing of its strategic op-
tions at its local mine which it has 
since classified it as an asset held 
for sale to meet financial reporting 
regulations.

In its unaudited preliminary re-
sults for the year ending June 30, 
2021, Petra Diamonds which holds 
a 75 percent stake in Williamson 
Mine while Treasury has 25 per-
cent, said its board of directors 
has decided to review its strategic 
options at the local mine and that 
the asset has therefore been re-

classified.
In August last year, the company 

said that it had not yet received an 
offer even after launching the for-
mal sale process of its stake in Wil-
liamson Diamond Mine in Mwadui. 
The operation has been on care 
and maintenance since April last 
year amid a downturn in diamond 
prices, the company stated.

After learning of the re-classifica-
tion move last year, Minerals minis-
ter Doto Biteko said as a sharehold-
er, the government was dissatisfied 
with the manner in which Petra Di-
amonds was approaching the mat-
ter. Biteko argued that there were 
discrepancies in the notice for sale 
of the mine that should be resolved 
before moving forward.

Petra Diamonds says 
Mwadui Williamson 
Mine sale confirmed

Disposal 

NAIROBI 

Kenya Airways will on 
Thursday resume flights 
to Mumbai, ending a four-
month hiatus that was occa-
sioned by increased cases of 
Covid-19 in the Asian state.

The airline in a notice to 
its customers Monday said 
it will resume its operations 
on the route on September 
16, 2021 with the first flight 

departing Jomo Kenyatta In-
ternational Airport at 7am 
to arrive in Mumbai at 3:45 
pm.

The airline will then re-
sume full operations on the 
route on September 20, fly-
ing three times per week 
on the Indian route, which 
is one of the most lucrative 
destinations on its network. 
Passengers on the route will 
part with Sh46,000 ($419) 

for one-way air ticket on 
economy class seats from 
Nairobi to Mumbai- prices 
that are relatively the same 
compared to what it was 
charging before the Covid-19 
pandemic.

“Welcome back onboard! 
Fly from Nairobi to Mumbai 
starting Thursday 16th Sep-
tember with normal sched-
ules resuming from Monday 
20th September 2021,” said 

the airline in a notice to its 
customers yesterday.

KQ Suspended passenger 
flights to and from Mumbai 
on April 30 until further 
notice, following a govern-
ment directive on travel be-
tween India and Kenya due 
to a Covid-19 crisis in that 
country. The airline said on 
Friday that passengers who 
had booked tickets after May 
1, the date of the last flight 

from Mumbai to Nairobi, will 
have to change their plans.

Affected passengers, KQ 
said, could also take vouch-
ers for the value of their fare 
for future travel within 12 
months. 

India has seen soaring in-
fection rates in the recent 
days, since the discovery 
of a new virus variant. Last 
month, India put on lock-
down one of the states fol-

lowing a spike in cases of 
Covid-19.

Other countries that have 
banned flights to India in-
clude France, the UK Bangla-
desh, Oman and Hong Kong 
that have banned travel to 
and from India or asked 
their nationals coming from 
the Asian country to isolate 
themselves in government-
approved hotels.

India has so far detected 

33,264,175 corona virus 
cases with the number of 
deaths hitting 442,874 as at 
September 13. A large num-
ber of patients from Kenya 
also travel to India every 
year for specialised medical 
treatment, especially cancer 
care, helping to drive medi-
cal tourism in the densely 
populated country that 
boasts affordable and easily 
accessible healthcare.

KQ resumes Mumbai flights after four months

KIGALI 

The Parliament’s Public Accounts Committee has 
warned the Rwanda Agriculture Board (RAB) against 
flouting public procurement procedures, saying that the 
practice has been persistent for long in this institution and 
must be addressed.

A report by the Auditor General for the financial year 
2019/20, on which the committee was deliberating Mon-
day, September 13, indicated inefficiencies in the procure-
ment process at RAB.

The report shows that during the financial year ended 
June 30, 2020, RAB disregarded the principles of effi-
ciency, effectiveness, transparency and equity in award-
ing tenders worth over Rwf21.8 billion. The reported 
irregularities, according to the audit, include among oth-
ers, inadequate market surveys, improper technical and 
financial proposals, and sidelining the Internal Tender 
Committee in awarding some tenders.

According to the Auditor General, failure to conduct 
proper market survey led to significant unexplained 
variances of over Rwf1.2 billion between tenders whose 
estimated costs were Rwf3.3 billion reflected in the 
procurement plan and the related contract amounts of 
over Rwf2.5 billion.

Acting in contravention of the law, on December 13, 
2019, RAB signed the framework contract worth Rwf749 
million with a contractor called SALTEL for the supply 
of dairy equipment and testing tools without seeking 
legal opinion from the Minister of Justice/Attorney Gen-
eral.

This, the report said, denies RAB to benefit from su-
pervisory and advisory expertise, from the responsible 
Ministry in order to prevent any legal incidence that may 
affect the execution of the signed contract.

RAB procurement officer Valens Dusabe told PAC that 
though the tender price was over Rwf749 million, it was 
a framework contract whose unit price [for the items in 
question] was Rwf55 million. He explained it is that unit 
price that made them not send the contract to the Minis-
try of Justice as it was below the Rwf500 million threshold.

MPs disapproved of such explanations, arguing that 
practices like this imply mismanagement of public funds 
as they are not complying with the procurement legisla-
tion. The audit noted that RAB signed contracts with two 
suppliers Jean Marie Vianney Habumuremyi and Serge 
Ganza for the supply of sweet potato vine cuttings in Kire-
he, Karongi, and Nyagatare District. However, the report 
said that there was no evidence that the internal tender 
committee was involved in selection of the successful 
bidders.

The report showed that over Rwf274 million was paid 
for sweet potato vine cuttings during the year ended 
30 June 2020, indicating that the contract duration was 
three months, with a price of Rwf10 per potato vine cut-
ting.

This undermines the fundamental principles of ac-
countability, transparency and fairness in awarding pub-
lic tenders, according to the report. RAB Director Gener-
al, Patrick Karangwa, said that the institution had a list of 
people who supply various seeds including maize, beans, 
Irish potatoes, and sweet potatoes, among others.

He said that the arrangement to award the tender to 
the two sweet potato vine suppliers was made in order to 
provide farmers with the needed farm input during the 
Covid-19 pandemic. However, MPs wondered whether 
other suppliers could not manage to supply such farm 
input just because of the Covid-19 pandemic, questioning 
how the tendering process was made to select the two 
suppliers.

Agric board on spot over procurement malpractices

LAGOS 

Nigeria’s smartphone market 
grew 2.0% in unit terms quarter on 
quarter (QoQ) in Q2 2021, accord-
ing to the latest figures from global 
technology and consulting services 
firm International Data Corporation 
(IDC).

However, the firm’s Quarterly 
Global Mobile Phone Tracker also 
shows that feature phone ship-
ments into the country declined 
6.4% over the same period. Feature 
phones accounted for 51.8% of the 
market’s overall shipments in Q2 
2021, with smartphones responsible 
for the remaining 48.2% share.

The smartphone market’s growth 
in Q2 2021 was spurred by vendors 
launching various new models, in-
creasing their investments in mar-
keting activities, and shifting their 
product portfolios towards entry-

level and mid-range devices.
Transsion’s Tecno, Itel, and In-

finix brands dominated the coun-
try’s smartphone market in Q2 2021 
with 76.9% unit share. Samsung 
placed second with 10.0% share, 
while Nokia and Xiaomi followed 
with respective shares of 3.7% and 
2.9%.

With many consumers continu-
ing to prefer physical stalls, smart-
phones sales through offline re-
tail channels grew 1.7% QoQ in Q1 
2021. However, smartphone sales 
through online channels grew 7.8% 
over the same period as e-tailers 
in the country improved their de-
livery capabilities, facilitated se-
cure payments, and capitalised on 
improved consumer confidence. 
Feature phones continue to be the 
preferred secondary device in the 
Nigerian market, mainly due to slow 
infrastructure development and 

the country experiencing constant 
power outages.

The major players in the feature 
phone space in Q2 2021 were Tecno 
with 45.8% unit share, Itel (35.1%), 
and Nokia (12.7%). Feature phone 
shipments declined as the devices 
now face stiff competition from 
ultra-low-end smartphones in the 
<$100 price segment, whose afford-
ability makes them more attractive 
to consumers. The transition from 
feature phones to smartphones is 
also accelerating as a result of more 
consumers demanding access to 
the internet.

“With reduced consumer pur-
chasing power due to the repercus-
sions of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
entry-level <$200 segment of the 
smartphone market continued to 
lead the way in Q2 2021 with 86.7% 
unit share,” says George Mbuthia, a 
research analyst with IDC. 

Growth in Nigeria’s smartphone market as internet, affordability dominate 

Petra Diamond CEO Richard Duffy. 

RAB director general Patrick Karangwa. 

“We were in discussion with the 
mine and were at the last stage of 

signing a framework agreement, so 
you can imagine our surprise when 

Relief 

Censure 

Tech savvy 

Nigeria smartphone market by price band share, Q2 2020-Q2 2021. 

that Petra was behaving like a sole 
owner of the mine. 

Williamson is an open pit dia-
mond mine covering 146 hectares 
of Mwadui kimberlite reserve 
which is said to be one of the 
world’s largest economic kimber-
lites. According to a statement re-
leased by Petra CEO Richard Duffy, 
2021 has been a watershed year for 
the company. “Besides the chal-
lenges of the coronavirus outbreak, 
we completed a capital restructur-
ing which, together with the sale of 
a number of exceptional blue and 
white diamonds from the Cullinan 
mine, served to reduce consolidat-
ed net debt by around two thirds to 
U$228.2 million,” Duffy said.

He added, “We now have a more 
stable capital structure, consider-
ably reduced debt obligations and 
more liquidity.” The company how-
ever said that although the group’s 
production was negatively impact-
ed on by challenges at the Finsch 
and Koffiefontein mines in South 
Africa, re-engineering projects are 
under way at these mines to im-
prove production and margins.

we saw the sale announcement,” 
Biteko told the local media adding 
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Business news

Nikkei 225 set for highest close since 1990 as Japan stocks rise
TOKYO

Japanese stocks advanced for a third day, lifting the Nikkei 225 Stock 
Average toward levels last seen during the nation’s bubble economy more 
than three decades ago.

Fanuc Corp and KDDI Corp were the largest contributors to a gain of as 
much as 1.1% in the Nikkei 225 during morning trading in Tokyo. The blue-
chip gauge rose to as high as 30 795.78, surpassing this year’s previous peak 
in February, before paring much of those gains. Electronics makers gave 
the biggest boost to the broader Topix, which advanced as much as 0.9%.

Japan has been the world’s best-performing major stock market over the 
past two weeks amid hopes for new leadership, an acceleration of vaccina-
tions and a reshuffle in the Nikkei 225 to include heavyweights Nintendo 
Co., Keyence Corp. and Murata Manufacturing Co. Crucially, foreign money 
is returning, with JPMorgan, Baillie Gifford and BNP Paribas Asset Manage-
ment among investors who say they’re becoming more positive on Japan.

“Global allocations to Japanese equities remain limited, suggesting room 
for investors to add exposure,” Goldman Sachs strategists including Chris-
tian Mueller-Glissmann wrote in a note. “The rebound in Japanese equi-
ties comes after a prolonged underperformance vs. the S&P 500 and other 
major indices since Q2.”

Hideyuki Ishiguro, a strategist at Nomura Asset Management Co. in To-
kyo, said Japan’s progress against the pandemic has been supportive for 
the market. On Monday, the government reported that 50.9% of the popu-
lation has received two doses of coronavirus vaccine.

“Japan’s vaccination rate has topped 50% and is on a similar level to that 
of the US,” he said. “Japanese equities had been showing unstable perfor-
mance relative to U.S. and European equities because of political uncer-
tainties and a delayed vaccination process but with the two factors having 
been resolved, investors’ moves to unwind their previous positions will 
continue.” The Nikkei 225 is now up about 12% for the year, with the Topix 

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE   

TUESDAY 31 Aug

5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        	 Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30	 Soap: Uzalo
9:55        	 Habari za saa
10:00	 Watoto wetu rpt
10:30	  Jungu Kuu rpt
10:55        	 Habari za saa
11:00	 The Base rpt
11:55        	 Habari za saa
12:00      	 Al Jazeera
12:30      	 Afya ya jamii
12:55       	 Habari za saa
13:00	 Ripoti Maalum rpt: 
13:40   	 Shika Bamba rpt 
13:55      	 Habari za saa
14:00   	 Shika Bamba rpt 
14:15	 Makala Maalum
14:55     	  Habari za saa
15:00     	  Meza huru 
16:30   	 Watoto wetu
17:00	 The Base 
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:10	 Yu wapi
18:15      	 Igizo: Mizengwe rpt
18:30      	 Uchumi na biashara
19:00	 Jarida la wanawake
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Kipindi Maalum: Tanzania Yetu
21:30     	 Chetu ni chetu
22:15	 Makala Maalum
23:00	 Habari	
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

WEDNESDAY 1 Sept
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        	 Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30	 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        	 Habari za saa
10:00   	 Watoto Wetu rpt
10:30	 Uchumi na biashara rpt
10:55      	 Habari za saa
11:00	 The Base rpt
11:55        	 Habari za saa
12:00	 Al Jazeera 
12:30   	 Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55        	 Habari za saa
13:00      	 Dakika 45 rpt
13:45      	 Jagina rpt
13:55       	  Habari za saa
14:00      	 Jagina rpt
14:15	 Makala Maalum
14:55        	 Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru rpt
16:30	 Watoto Wetu 
17:00	 The Base
18:00	 Jiji Letu 
18:15   	 Mapishi
18:30	 Ijue Sheria
19:00     	 Kipindi Maalum: TMDA	
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo 	

20:00	 Habari	
21:00      	 Aibu Yako
21:05	 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:35	 Ripoti Maalum 
22:30 	 DWTV: Kesho Leo
23:00      	 Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

THURSDAY 2 Sept
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
9:55      	  Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30	 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55       	 Habari za saa
10:00	 Watoto
10:30      	 Shamba lulu rpt
10:55      	 Habari za saa
11:00      	 The Base rpt
11:55      	 Habari za saa
12:00     	  Al Jazeera 
12:30	 Ijue sheria rpt
12:55      	 Habari za saa
13:00   	 Shamsham za Pwani rpt
13:55      	 Habari za saa
14:00	 Makala Maalum
14:55      	 Habari za saa
15:00      	 Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi rpt
18:30	 Jagina
19:00	 Usafiri wako
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00      	 Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV	

		
FRIDAY 3 Sept
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       	 Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30     	 Soap: Uzalo
9:55       	 Habari za saa
10:00   	 Watoto wetu rpt
10:30      	 Usafiri wako rpt
10:55      	  Habari za saa
11:00      	 The Base rpt
11:55      	  Habari za saa
12:00      	 Al Jazeera
12:30	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55      	  Habari za saa
13:00	 Kipindi Maalum: TMDA rpt
13:30	 Igizo: Rebeca rpt
13:55       	 Habari za saa
14:00	 Igizo: Rebeca rpt
14:15   	 Makala Maalum
14:55       	 Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza Huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu
17:00	 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30      	 Kiislam

18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15      	 Chetu ni Chetu rpt
19:00	 Shamba lulu
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipima Joto
23:00      	 Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

SATURDAY 4 Sept
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu	
10:00	 Shika Bamba 5
10:30	 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
12:00    	  Hawavumi lakini wamo
13:00     	 Usafiri Wako
13:30     	 Shamba lulu
14:00     	 Jagina
14:30	 Korean drama rpt: Jumong
16:00	 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:20     	  Igizo: Rebeca
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani	
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:15	 Korean drama: Jumong
19:00	 Jungu Kuu
19:30	 Shika Bamba	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00     Igizo: Rebeca
21:30	 Art and lifestyle 
22:00	 ITV TOP 10
22:45     Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:45	 Soap: Uzalo rpt	
01:15     DWTV	

SUNDAY 5 Sept
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap: Uzalo rpt
11:35	 Bongo Movie rpt: 
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10
17:20	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	 Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Rebeca	
20:00	 Habari
21:00	 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:10	 Mizengwe 
21:30	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15	 Bongo Movie: 
00:05	 Al jazeera

  CAPITAL 
0Tues  24 Aug

Sat 28 Aug
08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt

11:00	 Out n’about rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00Business edition rpt
13:30	 Korean Drama rpt: Emperor Of The Sea
14:30 	 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15	 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Korean Drama: Emperor of the Sea
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Movie: Street Kings ( tape no:0000)
23:00	 Series rpt: Beats of  Love
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun 29 Aug
08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 Korean Drama rpt: The slave hunter
12:00	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00	  In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
15:15 	 Aibu yako
15:30	 Rev rpt 
16:00 	 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 	 The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00	 Korean Drama: Korean Drama: Emperor of the Sea
21:00	  Dw News Africa
21:30	 Capchat live
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Mon 30 Aug
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30	 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
17:30	  Meza huru
19:00 	  The Décor rpt
19:30	  Shamba lulu
20:00	  Series: Beats of Love
20:45	  The Monday Agenda
21:30 	  Capital Prime News
22:00	  Kipima Joto
00:00	  Al Jazeera

Tues  31 Aug
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 	 Capchat rpt
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Innovation
19:30 	 Jagina rpt
20:00 	 Series: Beats of Love
20:45	 Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30 	 Capital Prime 
22:00	 Turning the spotlight rpt

22:30	 Eco@Africa
23:00	 Al Jazeera

Wed 01 Sept 
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30	 Culinary delight rpt
17:00	 Innovation rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 	 Sports Gazette
19:30	 Chetu ni chetu
20:00	 Series: Beats of Love
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Dakika 45: 
22:45 	 The Décor
23:15 	 Al Jazeera

Thurs  02 Sept
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30	 Business edition rpt
17:00	 In good shape
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Turning the spotlight
19;30 T	 anzania yetu
20:00	 Series: Beats of Love
20:45 	 Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Capchat rpt
23:00	 Al Jazeera 

Frid 03 Sept
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00	 Shamba  Lulu rpt
12:30	 Dw News Africa rpt 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30	 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30 	 17:30	Meza huru
19:00 	 Rev
19:30	 Eco@Africa
20:00	 Aibu Yako
20:15 	 Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45 	 Telenovela: Lover her to death 
21:30	 Capital Prime News 
22:00	 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Sat 04 Sept
08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:00	 Out n’about rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00	 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Korean Drama rpt  Emperor of the Sea
14:30 	 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15	 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 	 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor

LONDON 

Britain’s biggest supermarket group Tesco launched 
a trial on Monday that allows customers to buy food, drink, 
households and beauty products in reusable packaging, part 
of its strategy to cut plastic waste.

Britons have become increasingly aware of the amount of 
plastic they use in recent years, with television documenta-
ries such as naturalist David Attenborough’s “Blue Planet II” 
particularly highlighting the dangers of plastic pollution to 
marine life. In response, supermarket chains and consumer 
goods groups are increasingly testing refills in a drive to cut 
single-use plastics.

Through a partnership with Loop, the global reusable pack-
aging platform, customers in 10 Tesco stores in eastern Eng-
land will be able to buy products in reusable packaging that 
can be returned to stores when finished so it can be cleaned, 
refilled and used again.

A range of 88 products will be offered, including brands 
such as Unilever’s Persil laundry detergent and Radox shower 
gel, PZ Cussons’ Carex handwash, Fevertree drinks, Heinz 
ketchup, Coca Cola, Tetley Tea and Brewdog beer, as well as 35 
Tesco own-brand essentials, such as pasta, rice, sugar and oil.

In June, Asda, Britain’s third-biggest grocer, extended its tri-
al of a refill scheme after sales of several products in an initial 
pilot store outsold packaged alternatives. Marks & Spencer, 
Morrisons and Waitrose have also been trailing concepts.

Tesco said it will add more products to its scheme through-
out the year and the trial would be scaled-up if it proved suc-
cessful. “We are determined to tackle plastic waste and one of 
the ways we can help is by improving reuse options available 
to customers,” said Tesco chief executive Ken Murphy.

“We’ll learn as much as we can from this to inform our 
future packaging plans,” he said. The Loop platform was 
launched in 2019 in Paris and New York. The launch of Loop 
in Tesco stores followed a yearlong online pilot that began in 
July 2020.

Tesco said prices for the contents of each item are compa-
rable to the original. A fully refundable deposit starting at 50 
pence (70 US cents) is paid on each reusable product at the 
store checkout, refunded via an app when the customer re-
turns the packaging to a collection point in store.

Britain’s Tesco joins 
refillable revolution 
with in-store trial

Appreciation 

Nikkei stocks performance graph. 

Eco-friendly  

Tesco chief executive, Ken Murphy

up 17%. That compares with a 19% gain for the 
S&P 500 Index and 17% advance for the STOXX 
Europe 600 Index.

JPMorgan Chase & Co. strategists led by Marko 
Kolanovic advise adding to Japanese stocks. The 
resignation of Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga 

paves the way for a stable ruling party, a scenario 
that the firm says has historically produced bet-
ter equity returns, they wrote in a client note. 
Taro Kono, a popular candidate among foreign 
investors, is the favorite among the public to re-
place Suga as the leader of the ruling party, ac-

cording to a poll by Nikkei and TV Tokyo.
Foreign investors bought a net 662.7 billion 

yen ($6 billion) worth of Japanese equities and 
futures in the week through Sept. 3, the day news 
unexpectedly broke that Suga would not seek for 
another term as LDP leader. It was the most in a 

Japan’s vaccination rate has topped 50% and 
is on a similar level to that of the US. Japanese 
equities had been showing unstable performance 
relative to U.S. and European equities 



16	

WORLD

China, whose urbanization 
rate has surpassed 63 percent, 
has been carrying out “health 
checks” on cities to diagnose 
and tackle in time their prob-
lems in development, including 
overpopulation, traffic con-
gestion and shortage of public 
service facilities. The measure 
is playing an important role in 
fueling high-quality develop-
ment of cities and improving 
residents’ quality of life.

In 2018, China’s Ministry of 
Housing and Urban-Rural Devel-
opment (MOHURD), together 
with Beijing, started the cam-
paign by conducting a “check-
up” on the capital city. This year, 
the number of Chinese cities 

sampled has risen to 59, and 
an assessment mechanism for 
“health checks” on cities has ba-
sically taken shape.

Such “health checks” now 
take into consideration 65 in-
dexes in eight aspects to deter-
mine cities’ condition, including 
“ecology and livability”, “health 
and comfort”, “safety and re-
silience”, “transportation and 
convenience”, “landscape and 
characteristics”, “tidiness and 
order”, “cultural diversity and 
inclusiveness” as well as “inno-
vation vitality”.

“During a health check, we 
found the service radius of parks 

and greenbelts and facilities 
that serve residents’ needs for 
exercising near home failed to 
meet the standard in Chengdu, 
capital city of southwest China’s 
Sichuan province,” said Deng 
Jing, a staff member with the 
bureau for park building efforts 
in Chengdu. The two indexes fall 
into “ecology and livability” and 
“health and comfort” respective-
ly in “health checks” on cities.

To address the problems, the 
bureau cross-referenced data 
collected during the “health 
check” and thought of utilizing 
idle spaces in cities to improve 
the two indexes. It changed the 

space under an overpass at Fu-
qing road, Chenghua district of 
the city, into an outdoor gym, 
which has become a popular 
destination for leisure activities 
and exercise among residents 
living nearby.

The 1-kilometer-long and 
18-meter wide gym has a 
skatepark, basketball and bad-
minton courts as well as a play-
ground for children, and is dec-
orated with flowers, plants, and 
lights. To ensure the safety of 
residents, the bureau has fenced 
the gym with railings and added 
traffic lights and traffic signs on 
roads around it.

According to the results of 
“checkups” on 36 cities con-
ducted last year, many saw their 
urban functions and living en-
vironment improve. In cities 
such as Shanghai and Guang-
zhou, more than 60 percent of 
residents use public transporta-
tion, over five percentage points 
higher than that of some meg-
acities in the world (55 percent).

The results of the “checkups” 
also showed some communities 
were held back by inadequate 
infrastructure and public ser-
vice facilities. The coverage rate 
of community elderly care ser-
vice facilities in all 36 cities sam-

pled failed to reach the stand-
ard, and community-based 
health care service centers in 28 
cities received less than 30 per-
cent of the outpatients in their 
cities.

Social satisfaction survey has 
been used as one of the meth-
ods for conducting “health 
checks” on cities. Residents have 
been invited to scan a QR code 
to enter an online third-party 
platform authorized by the MO-
HURD to fill out the question-
naires and even make sugges-
tions about tackling problems in 
their own communities.

“We have publicized the 

‘checkups’ in airports, subway 
stations and core business ar-
eas and instructed residents in 
filling in questionnaires online,” 
said Yang Zhihong, deputy head 
of the commission of housing 
and urban-rural development 
of southwest China’s Chongqing 
municipality, adding that over 
60,000 questionnaires have 
been completed and submitted 
by Chongqing residents.

After the survey, the commis-
sion will report issues closely re-
lated to people’s well-being and 
causing widespread concerns 
to relevant departments in time 
and make sure they can be dealt 
with promptly.

                             People’s Daily

China conducts ‘health checks’ on cities to improve residents’ quality of life

BEIJING

 China has set strategic goals 
to develop into a manufactur-
ing powerhouse from 2021 to 
2025, forging ahead on greater 
innovation and vitality, said the 
Ministry of Industry and Infor-
mation Technology (MIIT).

Boasting the world’s most 
comprehensive industrial sys-
tem with more quality and 
high-end products churned out 
by Chinese manufacturers, the 
transition from “made in China” 
to “designed in China” is kicking 
into high gear.

China would speed up its new 
industrialization and informati-
zation process, MIIT minister 
Xiao Yaqing told a press confer-
ence Monday. Xiao pledged that 
the country would develop into 
a “manufacturing powerhouse” 
and “network powerhouse” 
through five-year efforts.

The ministry is paying close 
attention to the top-level de-
sign, Xiao said, adding that it is 
formulating the 14th five-year 
development plans for differ-
ent industries. These plans will 
be released over the next four 
months.

COMPETITIVENESS
The country’s manufactur-

ing sector has topped the world 
for 11 consecutive years since 
2010, Xiao said, hailing that the 
country’s position as a manu-
facturing country has further 
strengthened.

The added industrial value 
of the Chinese manufacturing 
sector grew from 16.98 tril-
lion yuan (about 2.63 trillion 
U.S. dollars) in 2012 to 26.6 tril-
lion yuan in 2020. The figure 
gives Chinese manufacturers a 
30-percent-share of the global 
total-added industrial value.

China also boasts the world’s 
most comprehensive industrial 
system with 41 major industrial 
categories. More than 40 per-
cent of the outputs of Chinese-
manufactured products rank 
the top of the world among 500 
major industrial goods.

In the meantime, more and 
more key industries, including 
new energy vehicles (NEVs) and 
photovoltaic equipment, lead 
the world with high-end brands 
such as telecommunication de-
vices going into the global play-
ing field.

INDUSTRIAL UPGRADE
Stressing 5-year-period indus-

trial upgrades and optimization 
at the press briefing, Xiao said 
the ministry would improve the 
manufacturing sector level and 
implement the carbon neutral-
ity and carbon peak goals.

Notable breakthroughs 
would happen in the key sec-
tors focusing on new-gener-
ation information technol-
ogy, new energy, and high-end 
equipment, Tian Yulong, chief 
engineer from the MIIT, told the 
press briefing. Tian noted that 
these sectors are closely related 

to the core industry competi-
tiveness.

In traditional industries such 
as engineering, building ma-
terials, and chemical sectors, 
efforts would promote technol-
ogy levels and build the indus-
trial chain more solidly, Tian 
said.

As for the overall industrial 
sector, Xiao said the low-carbon 
transition would conclude in 
the next five years. “It is an ar-
duous task for the industrial 
sector to achieve the carbon 
goals, but also a significant op-
portunity,” the minister told the 
press briefing.

During recent years, under 
the country’s emissions-cutting 
initiative, the market share of 
China’s solar cell module rep-
resents more than 70 percent 
of the global total. By the end 
of August, the sales of China’s 
NEVs exceeded seven million, 
accounting for about half the 
total globally and topping the 
world ranking.

The ministry would speed up 
efforts to lower emission inten-
sity and will likely see a faster 
pace in the industrial structure 
adjustment by key industries, 
Xiao said. Xiao added that it is 
formulating the green devel-
opment plan for the industrial 
sector during the 14th Five-Year 
period (2021-2025) and will re-
lease it soon.

DIGITAL ECONOMY
Noting the digitalization 

trend in the global economy, 
Xiao said that the manufactur-
ing businesses going digital is 
the “compulsory course” for 
the sector’s development and 
vowed efforts to promote digi-
tal transformation throughout 
the entire sector and develop 
5G networks.              Xinhua

How will China’s manufacturing fare in next five years?

MOSCOW

The report by the European Parliament’s foreign affairs 
committee calling for being ready for refusal to recognize 
the State Duma elections is abnormal, Russian Foreign Min-
istry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said on the YouTube 
channel Solovyov Live yesterday.

“Whenever some kind of justice is on the agenda, every-
thing should be this way: first there may happen a violation 
of legislation or international law, then this violation of in-
ternal legislation is put on record, and ultimately there fol-
low an assessment and conclusions. 

In this particular case it is the other way round. First there 
is the conclusion the EU should be prepared to refuse [to 
recognize the State Duma elections], while the presumed 
event follows second. This is somewhat abnormal.”

Earlier, the European Parliament’s foreign affairs commit-
tee suggested the EU should be prepared to refuse to recog-
nize the State Duma elections, if Brussels finds that elections 
were held in violation of international norms. 

The wording of the document was approved by 56 mem-
bers of the committee, nine voted against and another five 
abstained. 

The European Parliament’s reports and resolutions have 
the status of recommendations and do not have to be fol-
lowed by other EU institutions. The European Parliament’s 
recognition of foreign political institutions does not entail 
any legal implications.

The elections of the eighth State Duma are due on the sin-
gle voting day, September 19, 2021. The process of casting 
ballots will be extended over three days: September 17, 18, 
and 19. 

Alongside the State Duma elections, there will be direct 
elections of the heads of nine Russian regions (in another 
three regions the top executive officials will be elected by 
the local legislatures) and the elections of 39 regional parlia-
ments.

Russian diplomat slams European Parliament’s 
report on upcoming 2021 election

OSLO

Norway’s centre-left op-
position parties are on course 
to win a majority in parlia-
ment after Monday’s election 
and will now negotiate how to 
form a coalition, with climate 
change and a widening wealth 
gap expected to be central to 
discussions. 

Conservative Prime Minis-
ter Erna Solberg conceded the 
election and will step down af-
ter eight years in power, while 
Labour Party leader Jonas 
Gahr Stoere said he intends to 
form the next government.

Norway’s status as a major 
oil and gas producer has been 
at the heart here of the cam-
paign, although a transition 
away from petroleum - and 
the jobs it creates - is likely 
to be a gradual one despite 
progress by pro-environment 

parties.
To form a viable Cabinet, 

Stoere here must persuade 
potential centre-left partners 
to compromise on policies 
ranging from oil and private 
ownership to Norway’s rela-
tions with the European Un-
ion.

“We, as the biggest party, 
will make sure that Norway 
will get a new government and 
a new course,” Stoere said in a 
speech to party members.

“In the coming days, I will 
invite the leaders of all parties 
who want a change,” he said, 
adding he would start with 
the Centre Party and Socialist 
Left.

Norway’s crown currency 
was largely unchanged, trad-
ing at 10.20 against the euro.

“There will be some tax in-
creases for example and there 
will be a different set of priori-

ties ... but the total size of the 
public budget will not be sub-
stantially different from if the 
current government would re-
main in place,” said DNB Mar-
kets Chief Economist Kjersti 
Haugland.

With 97.5 percent of the 
votes counted, Labour and 
four other centre-left parties 

could swing to a combined 
majority of 100 seats, up from 
81 currently, the Directorate of 
Elections projected.

A minimum of 85 seats is re-
quired to win a majority in the 
169-seat parliament.

If the projections prove cor-
rect, Stoere could form a ma-
jority consisting of Labour, the 

Centre Party and the Socialist 
Left, which are on track for a 
combined 89 seats, and avoid 
having to work with the Marx-
ist Red Party or the anti-oil 
Greens.

Getting the rural-based Cen-
tre Party and the mostly urban 
Socialists to govern together 
could be difficult, however, as 
the two take different views 
on issues from oil to taxes.

Ruling in a minority could 
also be an option for Labour. 
Stoere says his government 
would focus on cutting CO2 
emissions in line with the 
2015 Paris Agreement, but has 
rejected any ultimatum over 
energy policy.

Stoere has pledged to ad-
dress inequality here by cut-
ting taxes for low- and middle-
income families and hiking 
rates for the rich.

		  Agencies

Norway’s left-wing opposition wins, coalition talks next
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Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, the Taliban’s deputy leader and negotiator, and 
other delegation members attend the Afghan peace conference in Moscow, 
Russia March 18, 2021. FILE PHOTO

VANCOUVER

 Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau had hoped 
to secure a majority in par-
liament when he called a 
snap election, but a lack-
luster campaign and public 
anger over a vote during a 
pandemic are putting his 
chances of victory at risk.

Trudeau (pictured), in power since 2015, decided to gamble 
on an early vote and capitalize on his government’s handling 
of the pandemic, which included massive spending to sup-
port individuals and businesses and high vaccination rates. 

But with just a week to go until the Sept 20 election, 
Trudeau’s Liberals are nowhere near the 38 percent in pub-
lic support needed for a majority and could even lose to the 
Conservatives, led by the relatively unknown Erin O’Toole.

Insiders blame what they call an initially low-energy cam-
paign and the inevitable political baggage that Trudeau, 49, 
has accumulated since he took office six years ago promising 
“sunny ways”.

“I wish he hadn’t called it,” a Liberal insider said of 
Trudeau’s decision to seek an election two years before the 
end of his term.

Trudeau says he needs a new mandate to ensure Canadi-
ans approve of his plan for getting the country past the coro-
navirus pandemic. The Liberals, whose fiscal policy supports 
for the pandemic exceed 23 percent of GDP, plan billions in 
new spending to support economic recovery if re-elected.

‘Bloom definitely off the rose’
In mid-August, when the election was called, the Liberals 

were well ahead of the Conservatives in opinion polls and 
seemed headed for an easy victory.

That quickly changed and the Liberals spent weeks trailing 
the Conservatives in the polls before edging back ahead in 
recent days.

O’Toole, 48, and other party leaders repeatedly con-
demned the vote call as a cynical power grab during a fourth 
wave of the pandemic, and those words appeared to have 
resonated with Canadians, drained by successive lockdowns.

The Liberal campaign stumbled from the start, failing to 
provide a convincing reason for calling an early election and 
dogged by missteps like being flagged for manipulating a 
video of O’Toole talking about private healthcare on Twitter.

Liberal candidates knocking on doors reported increasing 
fatigue with Trudeau, who gave daily televised briefings for 
months about what Ottawa was doing to tackle COVID-19.

His domination of the airwaves, once an advantage, has in-
stead led to a sense that the Trudeau brand has grown tired, 
according to four people directly familiar with the campaign.

“The bloom is definitely off the rose,” said one senior Lib-
eral campaigning in Ontario, the most populous of the 10 
provinces. The Liberals hold 75 of the 121 seats there and need 
another good performance to stay in power.

Taliban deny their deputyprime 
minister, Mullah Baradar, is dead

Workers weld components at a workshop of an automobile manufactur-
ing enterprise in Qingzhou City, east China’s Shandong Province, Feb. 
28, 2021.  Xinhua

 The Taliban have denied that one of their 
top leaders has been killed in a shootout 
with rivals, following rumours about internal 
splits in the movement nearly a month after 
its lightning victory over the Western-backed 
government in Kabul.

Sulail Shaheen, a Taliban spokesman, said 
Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, former head of 
the Taliban political office who was named 
deputy prime minister last week, issued a 
voice message rejecting claims he had been 
killed or injured in a clash. 

“He says it is lies and totally baseless,” 
Shaheen said in a message on Twitter.

The Taliban also released video footage 
purportedly showing Baradar at meetings in 
the southern city of Kandahar. Reuters could 

not immediately verify the footage.
The denials follow days of rumours that 

supporters of Baradar had clashed with 
those of Sirajuddin Haqqani, head of the 
Haqqani network that is based near the bor-
der with Pakistan and was blamed for some 
of the worst suicide attacks of the war. 

The rumours follow speculation over 
possible rivalries between military com-
manders like Haqqani and leaders from the 
political office in Doha like Baradar, who 
led diplomatic efforts to reach a settlement 
with the United States.

The Taliban have repeatedly denied the 
speculation over internal divisions.

Baradar, once seen as the likely head of a 
Taliban government, had not been seen in 

public for some time and was 
not part of the ministerial dele-
gation which met Qatari Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al-Thani in Kabul 
on Sunday.

The movement’s supreme 
leader, Mullah Haibatullah Ak-
hundzada, has also not been 
seen in public since the Tali-
ban seized Kabul on Aug. 15, al-
though he issued a public state-

ment when the new government 
was formed last week.

Speculation over Taliban lead-
ers has been fed by the circum-
stances surrounding the death 
of the movement’s founder, Mul-
lah Omar, which was only made 
public in 2015 two years after it 
happened, setting off bitter re-
criminations among the leader-
ship.

		          Agencies

Trudeau sought an election he risks 
losing with only a week to go

Labour Party leader Jonas Gahr Store (second right) cheers after seeing 
the exit poll during the Labor Party’s election party at Folkets hus in the 
2021 Norwegian parliamentary elections, in Oslo on Monday. AP
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In recent years, Beijing has 
ramped up efforts to build a 
digital trade demonstration 
zone, attracting an array of 
major projects, including the 
Beijing International Big Data 
Exchange, China Beijing Envi-
ronment Exchange (now Chi-
na Beijing Green Exchange), 
Ueda Yagi Money Broking 
(China) Co., Ltd., the first 
wholly foreign-owned money 
broker in China, as well as 
Allianz Insurance Asset Man-
agement Co., Ltd., China’s first 
wholly foreign-owned insur-
ance asset management com-
pany.

The move serves as a fol-
low-up to the city’s vigorous 
efforts to build a national in-
tegrated demonstration zone 
for greater openness in the 
services sector and a pilot 
free trade zone (FTZ).

Since last September, Bei-
jing has accomplished 80 
percent of the tasks set for 
three to five years in the con-
struction of the “two zones”, 
promoted 10 of its best-prac-
tice cases in the country, and 
put into practice 34 policies 
that were introduced into the 
country for the first time.

The pilot FTZ, which cov-
ers 0.7 percent of the city’s 
area, has contributed 7 per-
cent of Beijing’s economic 
growth and 28 percent of the 
increase in the number of for-
eign-funded companies in the 
city, providing strong support 
for Beijing in gathering pro-
duction factors from across 
the world and developing 
itself into an international 
highland of openness and in-
novation.

As the only city in China 
that has been encouraged to 
build the “two zones”, Beijing 
has rolled out multiple poli-
cies and systems to broaden 
market access for foreign in-
vestors and facilitate capital 
flow, said Liu Meiying, deputy 
head of the leading group of-

fice for the “two zones” work 
in Beijing, at the recently 
concluded 2021 China Inter-
national Fair for Trade in Ser-
vices (CIFTIS) held in Beijing.

“In pursuit of a bright fu-
ture through digital tech-
nologies, we are going to take 
advantage of the platform 
of the CIFTIS, give full play 
to Beijing’s role as a capital 
city, align domestic rules with 
high-standard international 
economic and trade rules to 
improve service trade levels 
in key fields including digital 
trade, finance, culture, pro-
fessional services, education, 
and health care, and further 
liberalize and facilitate the 
cross-border flow of produc-
tion factors, so as to form an 
efficient and safe service trade 
governance system,” pointed 
out Yan Ligang, head of the 
Beijing Municipal Commerce 
Bureau.

To advance the construction 
of a digital trade demonstra-
tion zone and further facilitate 
the flow of data, Beijing has 
established the Beijing Inter-
national Big Data Exchange, 
piloted cross-border flow of 
data, and explored a regula-

tory sandbox mechanism for 
data market out of concerns 
for safety in digital economy.

Beijing has also pushed 
ahead international coopera-
tion on digital trade, striving 
to build a world-class digital 
trade port and foster mecha-
nisms for collaboration in the 
aspect.

Driven by policies on the 
construction of the “two 
zones”, 1,035 foreign-invested 
enterprises put down roots in 
Beijing from January to July, a 
year-on-year increase of 55.2 
percent. During the same pe-
riod, the city’s actual use of 
foreign capital reached $10.33 
billion, 19.1 percent more than 
that of the same period last 
year.

While high-end technologi-
cal industries that accord with 
Beijing’s development orien-
tation have raced to take a 
bite of the city’s opportunities, 
new business forms, models 
and technologies represented 
by digital economy are emerg-
ing as new drivers of the city’s 
economic development. 

Beijing has taken the lead 
in China in implementing a 
policy on recognizing securi-

ties and futures occupational 
qualifications acquired over-
seas, making it easier for in-
ternational talents to work in 
the city. Thanks to the policy, 
talents who already obtained 
qualifications and job experi-
ence overseas don’t have to 
take relevant examinations in 
China again before engaging 
in certain fields in the city.

The Chinese capital city has 
also taken measures to sim-
plify work-related formalities 
for foreign talents. It is the first 
Chinese city to pilot a project 
that enables foreign nationals 
to apply for and receive work 
permits and residence permits 
for working at a single service 
window, which is much more 
convenient compared with 
the procedures required in 
the past. 

Beijing has also allowed for-
eign talents with permanent 
residence permits to establish 
sci-tech companies and guar-
anteed that they are equally 
treated in the market as Chi-
nese entrepreneurs, making 
it easier for them to start their 
own businesses.

Besides 19 international 
schools under construction 
and increasing the number 
of international hospitals, the 
city has also built eight com-
munities for foreign talents to 
create a warm and friendly at-
mosphere for them.

“Digital trade is regarded as 
an important part in the con-
struction of the ‘two zones’. 
In fact, it also enjoys exciting 
prospects in health care. We 
are on the front foot and have 
great potential to integrate it 
into online and offline health 
care services before, during, 
and after consultations,” said 
Zhu Hailuan, vice president 
of the China branch of Sanofi, 
a French multinational phar-
maceutical company that es-
tablished a production base 
in Beijing as early as 1995.

                People’s Daily

Beijing speeds up building of digital trade demonstration zone

MOSCOW

Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin had a meeting with his Syrian 
counterpart Bashar al-Assad at the 
Kremlin where they discussed the 
political situation in Syria, interna-
tional terrorism as well as issues of 
bilateral and humanitarian coop-
eration. 

The details about the meeting 
held on September 13 were pub-
lished on the Russian leader’s web-
site yesterday.

In the beginning of the talks, Pu-
tin said that he is glad to welcome 
Assad in Moscow and congratu-
lated him on the occasion of his 
birthday on September 11 and for 
the “very good result at the presi-
dential elections” which were held 
on May 26 and were won by Assad 
with more than 95% support.

“The [election] results show that 
people trust you and, despite all 
challenges of the previous years 
and tragedies of the previous years, 
still associate the process of recov-
ery and return to normal life with 
you,” Putin told Assad.

Situation in Syria
The Russian leader recalled that 

through the joint efforts the two 
countries managed to liberate the 
majority of Syrian territories from 
terrorists (as the Syrian govern-
ment currently controls more than 
90% of the country), while refugees 

actively return to liberated areas 
and people are rebuilding their 
homes. According to Putin, Assad 
is actively working to improve dia-
logue with his political opponents. 
The Russian leader voiced hope 
that this process would continue.

At the same time, Putin slammed 
the presence of foreign troops in 
several regions in Syria without a 
UN decision or Assad’s permission 
as a problem as, he believes, it pre-
vents the country from “undertak-
ing best efforts for the country’s 
consolidation.”

In turn, Assad underlined that 
political meetings and talks held in 
Sochi and Nur-Sultan had particu-
larly facilitated the normalization 
in Syria. “I would like to highlight 
the fact that the political processes 
which we used to carry out stopped 
approximately three years ago. 

There are certain reasons behind 
it. There are some states who do ev-
erything possible to destructively 
affect the opportunity to organize 
political processes,” the Syrian 
leader emphasized.

He once again underlined that 
Russia made a large contribution to 
the victory over terrorists in Syria, 
thanking Putin for the assistance 
provided and also praising the Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry. According to 
Assad, the actions of two countries 
generally “made a huge contribu-
tion to the cause of protecting the 
whole humanity” from terrorism.

Russia-Syria cooperation
The leaders of Russia and Syria 

also paid great attention to the 
topic of humanitarian coopera-
tion and the joint fight against CO-
VID-19. Putin recalled that Russia’s 
Sputnik V and Sputnik Light had 
been delivered to Syria. 

Assad also thanked the Rus-
sian president for support, “be it 
medicine that helps us to treat or 

prevent the spread of the corona-
virus infection or the other help, 
including food and everything 
necessary that was provided by 
Russia to Syria.”

Moreover, the presidents talk-
ed about the bilateral economic 
cooperation. “In the first half of 
2021, the trade volume increased 
by 3.5 times,” Putin said in this re-
gard.

Putin-Assad meetings
Putin and Assad previously 

spoke in November 2020 via vid-
eoconference due to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. The parties then 
discussed the fight against terror-
ism and resettlement of refugees.

Putin last visited the country 
in January 2020. Moreover, the 
presidents also often speak on the 
phone.
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Putin holds meeting with Syria’s Assad at Kremlin

ADDIS ABABA
 
Remittances to African coun-

tries are expected to decrease 5.4 
percent from 44 billion U.S. dollars 
in 2020 to a projected total of 41 
billion U.S. dollars this year due to 
the effects of COVID-19 pandemic, 
according to the Continental Mi-
gration Report 2021.

The newly published report, 
entitled “African Regional Review 
of Implementation of the Global 
Compact for Safe, Orderly and 
Regular Migration,” was produced 
by the UN Economic Commission 
for Africa (UNECA) in partnership 
with the African Union (AU) Com-
mission (AUC). 

It, however, emphasized that 
remittances have demonstrated 
greater resilience and reliability as 
a source of capital in Africa than 
foreign direct investment flows, 
read the summary of the report 
shared by the UNECA Monday. 

The report is based on four sub-
regional reports compiled by the 
AU and a summary from stake-
holder consultations at the just 
concluded 2021 African regional 
review meeting on the Global Com-
pact for migration that was held 
from Aug. 26 to Sept. 1 in Morocco, 
it was noted.

			   Xinhua

 Remittance to Africa 
expected to fall in 2021 
due to COVID-19 - report

WORLD NEWS

SEOUL 

A South Korean politi-
cian who once said he as-
pired to be a “successful Ber-
nie Sanders” is leading the 
field to replace Moon Jae-in 
as president after rising to 
prominence with an aggres-
sive pandemic response and 
a populist economic agenda.

Lee Jae-myung, the gover-
nor of Gyeonggi province, 
has led in many recent na-
tional polls and dominated 
the early rounds of the rul-
ing liberal Democratic Party 
primary, including the latest 
voting over the weekend. 

As governor, Lee advo-
cated for universal basic 
income and instituted cash 
payments to all 24-year-old 
people for a year. When the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit, all 
province residents also re-
ceived regular payments.

Under Lee, Gyeonggi also 
took aggressive steps to com-
bat the pandemic, introduc-
ing restrictions on gather-
ings that were later adopted 
by the national government, 
raiding a church at the cen-
ter of a large outbreak, and 
imposing a controversial 
requirement that all foreign 
residents be tested.

His outsider image was 
once seen as a liability in the 
face of establishment com-
petitors with closer ties to 
the outgoing Moon.

But with many South Kore-
ans disillusioned by runaway 
housing prices, a poor em-
ployment outlook for young 
people and a string of cor-
ruption scandals, that popu-
list message has driven him 
to the head of the pack as he 
looks to blunt conservatives’ 
efforts to capitalize on voter 
discontent.

Lee no longer compares 
himself to Sanders, the 
progressive senator who 
unsuccessfully sought the 

South Korean governor leads presidential polls

TEHRAN 
Iranian Foreign Minister 

Hossein Amir Abdollahian said 
Monday the new Iranian admin-
istration is holding “internal con-
sultations” on how to continue 
negotiations concerning the 2015 
nuclear agreement.

“Despite internal consultations 
at the beginning of its tenure on 
how to continue Vienna talks, the 
Iranian government has made 
clear that it will welcome nego-
tiations that have tangible results 
and serve the rights and interests 

of the people,” Amir Ab-
dollahian said during a 
telephone conversation 
with his British counter-
part Dominic Raab, as 
reported by official news 
agency IRNA.

The Iranian government 
expects “all illegal sanc-
tions” against Iran to be 
canceled, he said. 

Concerning the situa-
tion in Afghanistan, the 
head of Iran’s diplomacy 
regretted the effects of 

“wrong policies of the 
United States and some 
Western countries” on 
that country.

Amir Abdollahian 
pointed to the formation 
of a government that in-
cludes all Afghan ethnic 
groups, the inclination 
towards dialogue and not 
violence, consideration 
for the people, and an ef-
fective fight against ter-
rorism as the means to 
achieve security and sta-

bility in Afghanistan.
The Iranian foreign 

minister said Iran has 
been host to millions of 
Afghan refugees over the 
past four decades, and 
stressed the need for sus-
tained joint international 
responsibility in the face 
of new waves of asylum 
seekers, and also to coun-
ter drug trafficking.

According to the official 
Iranian readout of the 
conversation, the British 

foreign secretary, for his 
part, greeted Amir Abdol-
lahian over his appoint-
ment and expressed hope 
that under the new Ira-
nian administration, rela-
tions between the United 
Kingdom and Iran would 
develop on the basis of 
mutual understanding.

Raab took to Twitter 
later in the afternoon, 
and wrote he had called 
on Iran “to release all ar-
bitrarily detained British 

nationals” and to return 
to the Vienna talks to 
revive the 2015 nuclear 
agreement.

The two sides agreed 
to continue their talks on 
the sidelines of the UN 
General Assembly meet-
ing later this month in 
New York, IRNA reported.

Former US president 
Donald Trump withdrew 
from the 2015 agreement 
in May 2018 and unilat-
erally reimposed sanc-

tions on Iran. In response, Iran 
has gradually ceased to perform 
parts of its commitments under 
the deal since May 2019, invoking 
provisions within the text of the 
accord.

After six rounds of talks in 
Vienna since April, the parties 
said serious differences remain 
between Iran and the United 
States for the revitalization of the 
agreement. The sixth round of 
talks ended on June 20, two days 
after Iran’s June 18 presidential 
election.

		          Agencies

Democratic Party nomination 
for US president, and has ex-
pressed willingness to adjust 
his policies to avoid strife 
while embracing “compro-
mise and consensus”.

But he still casts himself as 
someone who will take on the 
establishment - which at the 
moment is largely his own 
party.

“Only politicians who have 
the courage and driving force 
to put up with the resistance 
and backlash from the estab-
lishment can keep and fulfil 
promises and achieve re-
sults,” Lee said during a pri-
mary in the eastern province 
of Gangwon on Sunday. “And 
I have never made a promise 
that I could not keep.”

Expanding welfare state
Born to an impoverished 

farming family in a remote 
mountain village in the coun-
try’s southeast, Lee, 56, attri-
butes his focus on economic 
equality to an early life as 
a child laborer in chemical 
factories that left him with 
impaired hearing and a wrist 
deformity.

When elected mayor of 
Seongnam, one of the largest 
cities in Gyeonggi, in 2010, he 
initiated a plan to establish 
a new, larger public hospital 

with unprecedented num-
bers of negative pressure 
rooms and intensive care 
beds. The facility now serves 
as a national COVID-19 centre 
and has treated more than 
3,000 patients.

“Keeping people from di-
sasters and infectious dis-
eases by providing public 
medical service is one of the 
government’s most funda-
mental duties, and my politi-
cal career began from there,” 
Lee told Reuters in Decem-
ber. 

A longtime advocate of 
universal basic income, Lee 
vowed to provide 1 million 
won (US$850) to all citizens 
and another 1 million to peo-
ple aged 19-29 every year if 
he takes office.

He also pledged to boost 
housing supply by build-
ing more than 2.5 million 
homes, including 1 million to 
be distributed under a “ba-
sic home” scheme, aimed at 
allowing non-homeowners 
to live in high-quality public 
housing at low prices for up 
to 30 years.

To bankroll the programs, 
Lee proposed a carbon 
tax and a national land tax 
scheme to increase taxes for 
all property holders and cut 
transaction costs. Agencies

A staff member of Postal Savings Bank of China introduces digital RMB 
wallet to a visitor at the 2021 China International Fair for Trade in 
Services held in Beijing, Sept. 6, 2021. 

Iran stresses readiness for nuke talks after ‘internal consultations’

Lee Jae-myung, governor of South Korea’s most populous province 
Gyeonggi, speaks during an interview in Suwon on Sept 29, 2020. 
File photo

Syrian President Bashar Assad (L) and Russian President Vladimir Putin
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By Correspondent Lloyd Elipokea 

DESPITE the encounter being a dis-
tinctly nervy affair, the Taifa Stars finally 
came good to carry the day 3-2 in a gladi-
atorial Qatar World Cup qualifier against 
those pesky and astonishingly competi-
tive Madagascans. 

Indeed, it was a clash that saw us all 
nail-biting furiously, especially when un-
heralded Madagascar drew level 2-2 after 
initially trailing 2-0.

Blissfully though, the Taifa Stars stead-
ied the ship and regained their poise as 
well as composure to emerge as 3-2 win-
ners of a qualifier that saw us all collec-
tively heave a huge sigh of relief once the 
whistle signaling full-time was blown.

The smashing result propelled the 
Taifa Stars to the apex of Group J and 
clearly, the hard-earned triumph has put 
many of us in infectious confident mode.

Many quarters, for instance, have even 
taken to waxing bullishly about the Taifa 
Stars’ suddenly favorable prospects of 
sealing their place at the quadrennial 
World Cup next year, which would be an 
irrefutable and historic national sporting 
milestone.

However, despite the result and the re-
sultant national mood of optimism, a few 
blemishes have been discerned which 
urgently require attention lest our world 
cup dream be derailed.

One such weakness that needs to be 
swiftly tackled lies in the Stars’ rearguard.

Indeed, after doing brilliantly to jump 
out 2-0 in front, the Taifa Stars disquiet-
ingly nearly pushed the self-destruct but-
ton by letting down their guard and al-
lowing Madagascar to forge inroads back 
into the match.

That was almost a catastrophic, costly, 
and self-inflicted wound. So, according 
to the consensus, the Stars’ defense will 
have to go to great lengths to become 
more watertight from now onwards.

Apart from that, there is the sober and 
weighty challenge of confronting our 

Well done Taifa Stars     

Female wheelchair tennis players participate in recent training at the Dar es Salaam Gymkhana Club’s courts. 
PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

THE government has advised 
national sports federations to emulate 
Tanzania Paralympic Committee (TPC) 
for coming up with a strategic plan 
which can be implemented easily.

National Sports Council (NSC) officer, 
Allen Alex, stated at the launch of the 
TPC 2021-24 strategic plan in Dar es 
Salaam early this week.

The strategic plan which has eight 
goals is aimed at seeing the country 
have top para-athletes and win medals 
at the 2024 Paris Paralympics.

Alex disclosed: “This TPC strategic 
plan is a good indication of good 
governance, vision, and mission of the 
Paralympic Committee.’’

‘’This strategic plan is implementable 
and makes the job of TPC leaders easy 
as everyone will be executing his or her 
responsibilities,” he said.

The eight goals in the 2021-24 
strategic plans are office setup, capacity 
building of staff, improving TPC 
financial accountability, and strategic 
partnership.

Strengthening fundraising activities, 
support the participation of Tanzanians 
with disabilities in international events, 
and athletes’ pathways were as well 
included in the initiative.

Alex, who represented NSC Acting 
Secretary-General Neema Msitha in the 

Taifa Stars’ players (L-R) Muzamiru Yassin, Feisal Salum, Novatus Dismas, and Simon Msuva, 
jubilate after Salum had scored when the squad faced Madagascar in African qualifiers for 
the 2022 FIFA World Cup’s tie, which took place in Dar es Salaam recently. Taifa Stars won 
3-2. PHOTO: TFF
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TPC strategic plan launch, also heads the NSC desk for 
sportspersons with disabilities.

The official further hailed TPC for expressing its desire 
to transform and become an influential and vibrant 
sports hub for persons with disabilities in the country.

He said TPC has demonstrated that it can provide 
leadership and supervision and advocate for people 
with disabilities rights to participation in sports and 
also strengthen sports bringing together people with 
disabilities in the country.

The Paris Paralympics are scheduled for August 
28-September 8, 2024.

The launch attracted TPC stakeholders who 
contributed their views on how best the plan can be 
implemented.

The stakeholders issued their views on good 
governance, development for athletes and coaches, 
how to identify talents, national championships, and 
how to fully compete at primary schools and secondary 
schools games, and how many women can take part in 
Paralympic sporting activities.

The other topics, which were in discussion, are the 
qualification for international Paralympic Games, 
classification, and sponsorship to national sports 
associations which operate under the auspices of TPC.

The country first competed at the Paralympics of 1992 
where it was represented by table tennis player, Noorel 
Shariff. Currently, seven para-athletes (two female and 
five male) have represented the country at various 
Paralympic Games.

At the just ended Tokyo Paralympics, the country was 
represented by two athletes, Sauda Njopeka and Ignatius 
Mtweve.

The two competed at Tokyo Paralympics on a wild 
card and did not perform well.

next opponents Benin, 
who are already breathing 
down our necks in second 
place in Group J.

There is no disputing the 
bald truth that facing Benin 
will likely present us with 
our biggest conundrum 
encountered thus far in the 
qualifiers.

So, perchance a fitting 
recipe for success in that 
dicey clash would be to 
cease with the braggado-
cio and instead engage in a 
practice, practice, and yet 

even more practice, which would stand us in good stead.
Let us segue seamlessly now to domestic boxing, which 

despite the sublime exertions of Hassan Mwakinyo, could 
do with loads of greater support.

Indeed, it is an ill-kept secret on the home front that 
there is a dire lack of professional boxing coaches in the 
country.

Thankfully though, this hasn’t put the wind out of the 
sails of local boxers as the somewhat meteoric ascent of 
Mwakinyo illustrates.

However, this critical unavailability of professional box-
ing coaches will only serve to impede this beloved nation-
al sport going forward.

Thus, one hopes that those figures at the helm of do-
mestic boxing will rapidly move to address this malaise as 
time wears on.

TPC strategic plan launched in Dar          

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

RUKWA-based Tanzania Prisons FC 
leadership says the side has set out to 
win this season’s Mainland Premier 
League and qualify for the 2022/23 
CAF Champions League.

Tanzania Prisons FC information 
officer, Jackson Mwafulango, said his 
team has all that it takes to realize its 
dream for this season.

He said the team has intensified 
its preparations for the new season 
expected to kick off at the end of this 
month.

Prisons will kick off the campaign 
with an assignment against fellow 
Mbeya-based giants, Mbeya City FC.

The information officer said before 

Tanzania Prisons aim to qualify for CAF Champions League   

Tanzania Prisons FC’s midfielders, Jumanne Elfadhili (L), and Adili Buha (R) seek to keep Simba SC midfielder, Larry Bwalya, in check as the 
teams met in a past Mainland Premier League clash, which took place at Dar es Salaam’s Uhuru Stadium.

the league kicks off, Prisons is doing all it can to perfect 
all its departments from goalkeeping to finishing.

Mwafulango said ahead of the kick-off the team 
will play four to five friendly matches against various 
outfits.

He said the team was on Monday expected to play 
away to Kyela Combine.

He said the team’s leadership has confidence in the 
head coach, Salum Mayanga, and the players.

“We have set our targets, we want to become the 
league champions this season and qualify for CAF 
tournament, we have what it takes to realize our 
dreams,’’ the official noted.

‘’We have players and technical panel headed by 
Salum Mayanga, we have also a management which is 
always available for the team, I believe we are capable 
of delivering the expected results,” he said. 

In the previous season, Tanzania Prisons proved 

to be a hard nut to crack 
when the club faced the 
top two teams, Simba SC 
and Yanga.

Prisons collected four 
points from Simba SC and 
two points from Yanga, 
despite performing well 
against the two giants.

The team finished in 
the seventh position 
with 44 points, this was 
attributed to a lapse 
in concentration by 
the players especially 
when they faced modest 
opponents.

By Allen Henjewele & Erica Kyomo, TUDARCO

TANZANIA’s Film Awards were officially 
launched in Dar es Salaam early this week, as 
domestic film industry’s members seek to build a 
wider scope of making educational films.

Minister for Information, Culture, Arts, and 
Sports, Innocent Bashungwa, said the awards 
will inspire filmmakers to work hard and come 
up with better productions.

The minister had presided over the launch of 
the Film Awards, organized by the Tanzania Film 
Board.

The launch was attended by, among others, 
the country’s film industry stakeholders and 
journalists.

Bashungwa stated the stakeholders have to 
look into improving filmmaking.

The minister disclosed: “There are many 
film stakeholders so the artists have got the 
opportunity which will help them achieve 
success if they are to make the most of it.’’

‘’These awards are there to boost our film 
market as well as artists and the presence of the 
Tanzania Film Board, which serves as the film 
industry’s custodian, will be a major awakening 
to the improvement of the sector.’’

Bashungwa explained that the government 
has improved the levy on films and eventually 
placed a 50 percent levy on films.

The minister urged the domestic film industry’s 
members to register for legal recognition and 
legitimacy of their works.

The Tanzania Film Board Executive Secretary, 
Kiagho Kilonzo, issued details on how the artists 
will be able to participate in the Film Awards 
while specifying the criteria and conditions.

Kilonzo maintained that there is no charge for 
artists to participate in the awards.

The official revealed: “Artists should turn 
up in large numbers to present their films as 
September 26 is the deadline for collection of the 
works, and the process has officially begun. We 
will be receiving the works at the Film Board’s 
offices.”

Kiagho further clarified that artists will be able 
to send their works to contest for a variety of 
categories.

The categories include Emerging Female 
Artist, Emerging Male Artist, Best Female 
Comedian, Best Male Comedian, and Best Film 
of the Year.

Filmmakers ought to make 
educational films, says minister
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BARCELONA

BARCELONA president Joan 
Laporta has said LaLiga chief Javier 
Tebas has a “sick obsession” with 
the club and blames him for Lionel 
Messi’s departure this summer.

Barca were unable to register a 
new contract for Messi when his 
previous deal expired under La-
Liga’s strict financial salary limits, 
leading to him joining Paris Saint-
Germain on a free transfer. 

Speaking in an interview with 
Sport on Sunday, Tebas blamed 
Barca’s rejection of the €2.7 billion 
investment deal with CVC Capital 
Partners for not keeping hold of the 
Argentina captain.

Laporta responded to Tebas’ 
claims on Barca TV and said: “I be-
lieve his comments are improper of 
the league president.

“Instead of looking for harmony 
and understanding, he always looks 
for conflict and confrontation. He 
has a sick obsession to see how he 
can harm Barca and its values, but 
we Catalans already know him.”

Laporta also added Messi could 
have stayed at the club if Tebas had 
been more flexible regarding fair 
play.

“He says that Messi has not stayed 
at Barça, but he has been the lead 
actor regarding not staying because 
of his excess of zeal,” he said. “The 
rest of the leagues have been more 
flexible [with respect to fair play] 
and have been able to keep their 
most relevant players.”

Tebas was also criticial of Barca’s 
involvement in the Super League 
in his interview and said the club’s 
board has an “inferiority complex” 
with Real Madrid president Floren-
tino Perez.

He also added that Messi’s depar-
ture from the LaLiga was “painful” 
and said he deserved to be treated 
better from Barca.

“Just as when Cristiano Ronaldo, 
[Pep] Guardiola or [ Jose] Mour-
inho left, we knew that one day this 
would happen,” he said.

“We’ve been lucky to have had the 
two best footballers in the world in 
the two best teams in the world and 
LaLiga has been able to take advan-
tage of that and be at the forefront 
worldwide.

“Perhaps Messi’s departure is 
more painful because I personally 
consider him the best in the his-
tory and he didn’t deserve to go like 
this, not just from Barca but from 
LaLiga.”

Meanwhile, Barca coach Ronald 
Koeman played down reports of 
a feud between him and Laporta 
ahead of Tuesday’s Champions 
League match against Bayern Mu-
nich at Camp Nou.

Koeman said in an interview with 
NOS at the weekend that he didn’t 

like comments made by Laporta 
suggesting the Dutchman did not 
have full control over playing issues.

However, despite confirming they 
have had their “issues,” Koeman 
said there was no rift between him 
and the president.

“Our relationship is good,” he said 
in a news conference. “If there’s 
anything, we speak. We both want 
the best for the club -- the club is the 
most important thing.

“There are things we speak about, 
but there’s not a single problem 
with the president. He comes [to 
the training ground] often and we 
speak about things to do with the 
club. I have no complaints. We’ve 
had some issues, but we’ve spoken 
and drawn a line under them.”

Koeman’s Barca side face an early 
test in the post-Messi era against 
Bayern. Memories of the German 
team’s 8-2 win in the Champions 
League in August 2020 are still 
fresh, but the coach insists it will be 
different this time.

“More than a year has passed,” 
he added. “Several players still here 
suffered a lot in that game but now 
we have a unique opportunity. We 
can do damage to Bayern, we have 
a good team.

“We have made some big changes 
to the team and we need time, but 
in football you don’t have much 
time. You have to prove yourself. It 
will be an interesting game and one 
we can draw good conclusions from 
about where we are against a pow-
erful rival.”

Barca also announced on Monday 
that striker Martin Braithwaite is set 
to undergo knee surgery and faces a 
lengthy spell on the sidelines.

The 30-year-old has started all 
three of Barca’s LaLiga games this 
season and scored twice in the 4-2 
defeat of Real Sociedad in their 
opening game but sustained a knee 
injury in the 2-1 win over Getafe on 
Aug. 29.

He subsequently missed Den-
mark’s World Cup qualifiers and 
remained in Barcelona but the club 
said in a statement he had opted 
for surgery after the injury did not 
respond to conservative treatment.

Braithwaite’s injury adds to Bar-
ca’s shortage in attack, with new 
signing Sergio Aguero still waiting 
to make his debut after injuring a 
calf tendon last month.

The former Manchester City 
striker is not set to return until mid-
October while teenage striker Ansu 
Fati is still waiting to make his come-
back after undergoing knee surgery 
last season.

The club signed striker Luuk de 
Jong on loan from Sevilla on the 
final day of the transfer window 
while allowing Antoine Griezmann 
to rejoin Atletico Madrid on loan.

		                  ESPN

Laporta: Tebas has ‘sick obsession’ with Barca

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

LONDON

EARNING a move to the Premier 
League is undeniably a dream 
come true for an Asian footballer. 
Even more so when it is to one of 
English football’s traditional heav-
yweights.

But as Takehiro Tomiyasu began 
his new adventure with Arsenal in 
Saturday’s 1-0 win over Norwich, 
there is a feeling that this big move 
could come with equal parts ex-
citement and trepidation.

Arsenal’s three consecutive 
defeats to begin the 2021-22 cam-
paign is their worst start in 67 
years. In particular, the 5-0 thrash-
ing at the hands of Manchester 
City before the international 
break highlighted just how vulner-
able they can be at the back.

Which is perhaps why it should 
come as no surprise that manager 
Mikel Arteta moved quickly on 
transfer deadline day to snap up 
Tomiyasu for £16 million from Se-
rie A outfit Bologna.

Still only 22, the Japan interna-
tional has enjoyed a rapid rise 
since he moved to Europe with 
Belgium’s Sint-Truiden in 2018. 
Tomiyasu has already established 
himself as a key player for Japan 
and was part of the Samurai Blue 
team that finished runners-up at 
the 2019 AFC Asian Cup.

What will he bring to a shaky Ar-
senal backline following a steady, 

if unspectacular, debut?
Firstly, Tomiyasu excels at his 

primary task: defending. At the 
halfway stage of the Serie A last 
season, no defender made more 
recoveries than Tomiyasu.

From the Gunners’ current 
central defensive options, includ-
ing £50 million man Ben White, 
Tomiyasu boasts the best statistics 
from last season in key categories 
including successful tackles, aerial 
duels and interceptions per 90 
minutes.

Secondly, Tomiyasu is also 
adept at being deployed as a right-
back, which is where he featured 
against Norwich, and means that 
he could potentially be the answer 
to more than one of Arteta’s woes.

There was initially concern 
that the 1.88-metre tall Tomiyasu 
would not be available for Sat-
urday’s win against Norwich, al-
though his work permit was sort-
ed in time for Arteta to throw him 
straight into the thick of things.

There is a need for the frus-
trated Arsenal faithful to temper 
expectations as their problems 
extend beyond a single position. 
But at the very least, the situation 
could not possibly get much worse 
than it is already.

And, in Tomiyasu, they do have 
a talented young defender with 
the ability and desire to get them 
heading in the right direction.

(Agencies)

Takehiro Tomiyasu can be the 
answer to Arsenal’s defensive woes

Why PSG and Premier League clubs are set to dominate the Champions League 
By Mark Ogden, Senior Writer, ESPN FC 

THE Champions League is anything 
but predictable. The past four seasons 
have given us four different winners, 
while nine different teams have con-
tested the most recent six finals. But as 
European football continues to shake 
on its axis through a combination of 
financial mismanagement and the im-
pact of the coronavirus pandemic, that 
might be about to change.

Not sure? Well, here’s a prediction: it 
will be reduced to a private battle be-
tween Paris Saint-Germain and the Pre-
mier League clubs this season, and over 
the short- to medium-term. Bayern 
Munich might have something to say 
about that, but this summer’s transfer 
market has shown us where the money 
is in the game: wherever the cash flows, 
the big trophies usually follow.

The most high-profile players are 
also part of that equation, which is why 
Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo up-
graded their own Champions League 
chances this summer with transfers to 
PSG and Manchester United respec-
tively. Messi (four) and Ronaldo (five) 
have won nine Champions Leagues 
between them, so don’t be surprised if 
one of them bags another this season.

Still, it’s not all doom and gloom. Less 
than six months after Europe’s elite 
clubs attempted to form a breakaway 
Super League that would have sig-
nalled the death knell for the Cham-
pions League as we know it, football’s 
most prestigious club competition is 
back as the road to the final in Saint Pe-
tersburg, Russia, in May begins.

There has undoubtedly been an ac-
celeration of a power shift towards PSG 
and the Premier League powerhouses 
-- Man United, Manchester City, Chelsea 
and Liverpool. For five consecutive sea-
sons between 2013-14 and 2017-18, the 
Champions League was won by either 
Barcelona or Real Madrid. Atletico Ma-
drid also contested two finals in that 
time.

But LaLiga has not been represented 
in any of the last three finals, which 
have signposted a clear shift towards 
an increasingly dominant Premier 
League. Two of those finals have been 
won by English teams, Liverpool and 
Chelsea, with Tottenham and Man City 
the losing finalists in all-Premier League 
affairs. The exception was Bayern’s 
2019-20 victory over PSG in Lisbon, 
which gave us another indicator as to 
which way the wind was beginning to 
blow in European football. 

So as the biggest clubs begin their 
Champions League journey this week, 
it seems you can pretty much forget 
about a Spanish or Italian team win-
ning the competition this season. Bar-

PSG have set new standards with their summer transfer business. (Agencies)

And while United have yet to win a 
trophy under Ole Gunnar Solskjaer, 
their summer recruitment of Ron-
aldo, Varane and Jadon Sancho has 
propelled them into the conversation 
about potential winners. With goal-
keeper David de Gea and midfielder 
Paul Pogba starting the season in im-
pressive form, United have the creden-
tials to go all the way, too.

But as the Champions League pre-
pares to get under way, the favourites 
are, without question, PSG. Coach 
Mauricio Pochettino has seen his squad 
enhanced by the signings of Messi, Ra-
mos and Wijnaldum -- each a previous 
Champions League winner -- as well as 
Nuno Mendes, Danilo Pereira, Gianluigi 
Donnarumma and Achraf Hakimi, an-
other man with a Champions League 
win on his resume with Real Madrid in 
2018.

With all that stellar talent added to 
an already world-class squad -- Neymar 
and Kylian Mbappe remain at Parc des 
Princes too -- it appears that the only 
team that can stop PSG winning the 
Champions League this season is them-
selves.

PSG have a tough group alongside 
City and Leipzig -- Club Brugge are also 
in Group A -- but they have become a 
team of all the talents, and experience, 
this summer.

The heavyweights of Spain and Italy 
will be unable to stop PSG, so it is down 
the Premier League quartet to prevent 
the European Cup from heading to 
Paris for the first time. And that does 
not merely apply to this season. It is a 
reality that we may have to get used to 
for the next few years, if not longer.

celona and Real are both lost in a peri-
od of transition, with huge wage bills at 
Camp Nou and the Bernabeu draining 
their resources. Barcelona’s debt now 
stands at €1.35 billion, ultimately forcing 
them to accept defeat in their attempts 
to keep Messi at the club. Although 
Real reported cash reserves of €122m 
in June, they are halfway through a 
€700m redevelopment of the Ber-
nabeu, and efforts to trim their annual 
€400m wage bill led to the departures 
of Sergio Ramos and Raphael Varane.

Real spent €30m on Rennes mid-
fielder Eduardo Camavinga and signed 
David Alaba from Bayern on a free, 
while Barca’s incomings have been the 
likes of Sergio Aguero and Memphis 
Depay on free transfers, with Messi, 
Antoine Griezmann (Atletico, loan) and 
Miralem Pjanic (Besiktas, loan) among 
those heading out.

Neither Barcelona or Real appear in 
any shape to rival PSG or the Premier 
League giants this season, and although 
Atletico are always a consistent Cham-
pions League force, they have also 
lacked the ability to go all the way. Diego 
Simeone’s team are unlikely to change 
that this time around.

It is a similar story in Italy. Juventus, 
having lost finals in 2015 and 2017, only 
just snuck into this season’s competi-
tion with a fourth-place finish in Se-
rie A, and they offloaded Ronaldo to 
United in an attempt to reduce their fi-
nancial commitments. And champions 
Inter are highly unlikely to repeat their 
2010 Champions League win, having 
lost coach Antonio Conte and leading 
scorer Romelu Lukaku since clinching 
the Scudetto last season.

Bayern, Champions League winners 

as recently as 2020, have added RB 
Leipzig’s Dayot Upamecano and Marcel 
Sabitzer to their squad, as well as hiring 
Leipzig coach Julian Nagelsmann to re-
place Hansi Flick. But the big question 
mark over the German champions is 
whether their long-serving, but ageing, 
stars can go all the way in the Champi-
ons League again.

Manuel Neuer (35), Thomas Mul-
ler (32) and Robert Lewandowski (33) 
remain Bayern’s mainstays, alongside 
younger players including Joshua Kim-
mich, Alphonso Davies and Leon Gore-
tzka, yet this summer has seen Bayern 
lose pace with PSG and the English 
teams.

Premier League champions City may 
have missed out on signing Harry Kane 
and Ronaldo to replace Aguero, but 
they have strengthened nonetheless 
with £100m England midfielder Jack 
Grealish from Aston Villa. Pep Guar-
diola’s team reached last season’s final 
by playing without a recognised centre-
forward for much of the campaign, 
so the loss of injury-plagued Aguero 
shouldn’t really be felt, while Chelsea, 
who beat City in the final last season, 
have added potency to their team with 
the £97.5m signing of Lukaku.

Liverpool have lost midfielder 
Georginio Wijnaldum to PSG and 
signed Ibrahima Konate from Leipzig, 
but although ins and outs have been 
minimal, Jurgen Klopp’s team continue 
to possess one of the best attacking 
units in Europe, and they have defend-
er Virgil van Dijk fit and playing again af-
ter last season’s cruciate ligament injury 
layoff. Liverpool’s squad and European 
pedigree make them live contenders to 
win the Champions League.

MADRID

VINICIUS Júnior is quickly helping 
the Real Madrid faithful to forget about 
Kylian Mbappé.

Madrid fans were frustrated with the 
failed negotiations to bring in Mbappé 
at the transfer deadline last month, 
but a few matches into the new season 
they have found that they can count on 
Vinícius Júnior.

The fans have embraced Vinícius 
Junior, and did that literally on Sunday 
when the young Brazilian jumped into 
the stands to celebrate with the crowd 
after scoring in the 5-2 win over Celta 
Vigo in the Spanish league in the reo-
pening of the Santiago Bernabéu Sta-
dium after more than 18 months.

Vinícius Júnior was engulfed by fans, 
who profusely hugged him before 
stewards and police officers helped 
him back onto the field. The visit to the 
stands earned him a yellow card but 
was a big hit with fans who hadn’t been 
at the Bernabéu since it was closed be-
cause of the pandemic and a massive 
renovation project.

“Vini is special,” said Madrid striker 
Karim Benzema, who scored a hat trick 
on Sunday. “He is young and I really en-
joy playing with him. He has shown that 
he is worthy of playing with this team.”

The 21-year-old Vinícius Júnior got 
off to a great start this season, scoring 
four goals in the first four matches and 
being a crucial part of Madrid’s attack 
alongside Benzema. The Brazilian had 
been often criticized for his lack of goals 
but has clearly improved, becoming an 
even greater threat as he continues to 
display amazing speed and uncanny 
skills. “He has been playing very well,” 
Madrid coach Carlo Ancelotti said. “He 
is at a very high level right now. His 

Madrid fans embrace Vinícius Júnior after not getting Mbappé

Real Madrid’s Karim Benzema celebrates with his teammate Real Madrid’s 
Vinicius Junior after scoring a penalty kick during the Spanish La Liga soccer 
match between Real Madrid and Celta de Vigo at the Bernabeu stadium in 
Madrid, Spain, Sunday, Sept. 12, 2021. (AP Photo)

quality is impressive. He has been doing very well in the beginning of the season 
and he has to keep it up. He is full of confidence and is very composed and calm in 
front of the goal.”

Vinícius Júnior, who arrived in 2018 as a teenager from Brazilian club Flamengo 
for nearly 45 million euros ($53 million), will be even more important to Ancelotti 
in the near future as forward Gareth Bale will be sidelined for a while because of a 
muscle injury. Madrid has long been after Mbappé to boost its attack but couldn’t 
get a deal done with Paris Saint-Germain last month despite an offer that report-
edly surpassed 200 million euros ($235 million). The Spanish club will have to wait 

until next season to try to bring in the 
France striker, who will then be a free 
agent. Ancelotti is more than happy 
with Vinícius Júnior and Madrid’s attack 
for now, with the team having scored 
13 goals in four matches, the most in 
the Spanish league so far. But the de-
fense, without veteran captain Sergio 
Ramos, has struggled, conceding six 
times already. Madrid twice had to 
come from behind on Sunday against 
Celta.

“We were not as strong in our de-
fensive organization and we have to 
improve in that area,” Ancelotti said. 
“That made things tough for us.”

Madrid, which went without a ti-
tle last season under coach Zinedine 
Zidane, is turning its focus to the 
Champions League and a trip to face 
Inter Milan on Wednesday to open its 
Group D campaign.

Madrid’s next league match is at Va-
lencia on Sunday. The team leads the 
league with 10 points, tied with Valen-
cia and defending champion Atlético 
Madrid.

			   AP



By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIA’s senior national women cricketers have maintained 
winning ways in this season’s Africa Region Qualifiers for ICC Wom-
en’s T20 World Cup after notching 256-run drubbing of 

Eswatini women’s side in Gaborone, Botswana yesterday.
After securing an opportunity to start batting, Tanzania’s cricket-

ers made full use of their innings given the cricketers ended with an 
imposing score of 279 runs losing two wickets in 20 overs.

Tanzania’s opener, Fatuma Omary, once again proved her worth 
with the bat, mercilessly punishing Eswatini bowlers to notch un-
beaten 127 runs, which included 19 fours.

Top-order batters, Saum Mtae and Monica Paschal were also in 
good form, surpassing the half-century mark to ultimately hand the 
East African country’s squad the imposing score.

Saum, who was deployed as the other opener, posted 52 runs, 
cracking eight fours, Monica helped Tanzania keep Eswatini at bay, 
recording 54 runs, nailing six fours.  

Experienced cricketer, Mwanaidi Ibrahim, solidly wound up the 
innings with Fatuma and ended with the bat in hand, notching four 
runs not out.

Forty-two extra runs that were given away by Eswatini women 
squad bowlers further boosted Tanzania’s score.

The inexperienced Eswatini girls later found the going tough 
when they took the crease, they ended up notching 23 runs all out 
in 11.5 overs.

Opening batter, Winile Ginindza, who is as well the side’s skipper, 
turned out to be their top run-getter as the cricketer notched five 
runs.

Fellow batters, Ntombizini Gwebu, and Nomvuyo Magagula, 
chipped in with three runs apiece.

The other members of the Eswatini women squad’s batting unit 
could hardly withstand Tanzania’s bowling onslaught, making their 
way back with no runs.

Tanzania’s women cricketers have, as a result, chalked up a third 
successive win in four fixtures and boosted hopes of qualifying for 
ICC Women’s T20 World Cup global qualifiers.

They opened their participation in the Africa Region Qualifiers on 
the wrong foot, conceding a six-wicket loss to one of the tournament 
favourites, the Zimbabwe women squad, on September 10. 

Tanzania later posted a comprehensive 200-run victory over Mo-
zambique women’s side the following day.

In the third tie, Tanzania cruised to a 43-run win over neighbours, 
Rwanda women squad, on Monday.  

Why PSG and Premier League clubs are 
set to dominate the Champions League 

Yanga still trusts head 
coach Nabi, says official    

Tanzania hammers Eswatini in ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup Qualifiers

Arusha tennis 
club wins 2021 
Masika junior 
tourney title     

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi
 
YANGA’s Technical Committee 

Chairman, Dominick Albinus, has 
denied reports of the club’s head 
coach, Nasreddine Nabi, being given 
two games as his final test at the club.

Yanga conceded 1-0 defeat to Nige-
ria’s Rivers United FC in this season’s 
CAF Champions League preliminary 
round’s first leg tie in Dar es Salaam 
last weekend.

Earlier yesterday, reports had 
circulated, claiming that pressure 
is on for coach Nabi as he has been 
asked to see to it the outfit wins the 
CAF Champions League preliminary 
round’s second leg match against 
Rivers United FC of Nigeria, slated for 
Sunday in Rivers State.

The game will be played away, 
and the Tunisian coach should then 
make sure his side cruise to victory 
over Simba SC in the coming Main-
land Premier League curtain-raiser, 
Community Shield match, to be 
played on September 25, at Benja-
min Mkapa Stadium in Dar es Sa-
laam.

Albinus denied the allegations, 
saying: “Yanga fans, there have today 
been reports of the club’s leadership 
tasking coach Mohammed Nabi to 
see to it the club wins the next two 
matches otherwise he will face the 
exit door.’’

The official pointed out: “The 
leadership has great confidence in 
coach Nabi and has a very long-term 
plan with him for development and 
long-term plans in making the Yanga 
squad a threat in Africa.”

Albinus has said these are pro-
paganda from people who do not 
wish Yanga well, and he assured the 
outfit’s fans that coach Nabi is very 
much working for the squad.

Coach Nabi is one of the very few 
coaches in Africa with the highest 
level of education in football coach-
ing and this is evidenced by the suc-
cess he has had while coaching vari-
ous clubs in Africa.

Albinus revealed: “This is a time 
when all Yanga followers must unite 
and show our maturity in football in 
this country. We have never given up 
hope, the squad is in the safe hands 
of our coaches, officials, as well as 
our sponsors, and we will never go 
back.”

Yanga earlier this week introduced 
DR Congo coach, Mwinyi Zahera, 
as a technical official for the outfit’s 
youth teams, fuelling speculation 

Yanga’s Tunisian head coach, Nasreddine Nabi. PHOTO: COURTESY OF 
YANGA

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Junior tennis players and their coaches pose for a group photo after competing in this year’s edition of 
the Masika Tennis Tournament, which took place at AICC courts in Arusha over the weekend. PHOTO: 
COURTESY OF FRATERN MASIKA

that he is closing in on replacing 
Nabi.

Rivers United’s Head of Informa-
tion and Communication Depart-
ment, Charles Mayuku, has con-
firmed reports of a safe arrival for 
their squad in Nigeria, after leaving 
early on Monday.

Mayuku, who claimed to have 
been harassed during the game 
against Yanga in Dar es Salaam 
last weekend, said after arriving 
in Nigeria their squad would play 
a friendly match against Enyimba 
FC, as part of preparations for the 
second round match against Yan-
ga.

The official pointed out: “We 
have arrived home safely and 
we hope to play a friendly match 
against Enyimba FC, I believe it will 
help us before meeting Yanga on 

Sunday here in Nigeria.’’
Regarding the players and of-

ficials alleged to have been diag-
nosed with COVID-19 infection, 
Mayuku said: “Our four players and 
three officials found with COVID-19 
are safe and no one is infected, I 
think it was a dirty trick done by 
our opponents.”

“Our guests (Yanga) have not yet 
informed us when they expect to 
arrive in the country, but we are 
prepared to receive them as they 
have received us.”

Rivers United FC will enter the 
second leg in pole position, as the 
outfit cruised to a 1-0 win over Yan-
ga last weekend.

Yanga will have to secure victory 
over Rivers United FC to secure 
a place in the CAF Champions 
League’s first round.
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By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

JUNIOR tennis players from Aru-
sha’s Kijenge AICC Club collected 11 
medals to win the just ended Masika 
tennis tournament, which took place 
at the club’s courts.

Fratern Masika, one of the tourna-
ment sponsors, said more than 45 
juniors competed at the tournament, 
and Arusha Gymkhana Club finished 
second with 10 medals while Dodoma 
settled for third place with three med-
als.

He said the competition’s U-6 boys’ 
category was won by Justine Japhet 
and James Kinyuko finished as runner-
up, while in the U-6 girls’, Dodoma-
based Hellen Mtaka was the cham-
pion, followed by her sister, Martha 
Mtaka, the category’s runner-up.

In U-8 boys, Amari Ayub won the 
category, Hagai Alex was the catego-
ry’s runner-up, while in the U-8 girls’ 
category, Hellen was the winner and 
Janeth was runner-up.

The U-10 boys’ event was won by Da-
vid, whereas Elia Baltazar was runner-
up, in the U-10 girls’ category, Khadija 
Said was the winner and Nuru Mapiya 
was runner-up.

Msika said in the U-12 boys, Bryton 
Daniel lifted the category’s title and 
Fredy Mushi was the runner-up, in the 
U-12 girls’ category, Lissa Mdee was the 
winner Faith was runner-up while in 
the U-14 boys’ category, Bryson John 
was the winner and Ramadhan Lau 
finished as runner-up.

In the U-14 girls’ event, Lissa was the 
winner and Nuru Mapiya was runner-
up, while in the U-16 boys’ event, Don-
ald David was the winner and Rashid 
was runner-up. The U-16 girls’ event 
was won by Faith and Alice was run-
ner-up.

He hailed all junior players for com-
peting in the event and promised that 
next year it will attract players from 
many regions.

“The competition was very tough, I 
thank all players who competed in the 
event, especially those from Dodoma, 
as this was the first time that the region 
is competing in this tournament, next 
year we will reach out to other regions 
of the country,” he said.

The organizer said he will continue 
organizing many events as he targets 
to get the youngsters to play the game 
on regular basis.

Masika stated: “I’m calling upon all 
tennis stakeholders to come together 
so that we can develop this sport, it is 
not about tournaments but a continu-
ity of the sport.’’

‘’At the just-ended event we faced 
a lot of challenges, the main one be-
ing lack of tennis equipment as many 
players were from ordinary families 
which can not manage to buy them, so 
if we come together we can solve that 
problem,” he said.

He also lamented the fees which 
they pay to access tennis courts and 
urged courts’ owners to provide their 
facilities free of charge to children so 
that they can practice and play the 
game.

He was adamant the approach will 
help in the growth of the sport.

The weekend tournament was the 
first junior competition hosted by Ma-
sika. In the past, the showdown was 
solely for veterans.

The Masika Tennis Tournament, 
according to Masika, is held annu-
ally to honour the memory of the 
late Justin Gustaph Masika, who 
was an ardent sports lover in the 
country and Arusha in particular.

In a previous interview, Masika, 
one of the sponsors of the event, 
disclosed they have decided to 
change the tournament to a junior 
competition to allow more young 
players to play the game.

He said that they are of the view 
that the Masika Tennis Tourna-
ment will be a platform for groom-
ing future players of the sport.

He revealed: “The Masika Ten-
nis Tournament is held in honour 
of our father, Justin, who passed 
away some years ago, he was a 
true lover of sports and tennis in 
particular.’’

‘’In the past years we were orga-
nizing veterans tournaments but 
for the sake of promoting the game 
among the children we decided to 
make it a junior event and it will 
be held annually,” he pointed out.

Masika said depending on cir-
cumstances, plans are that in the fu-
ture it will be a tournament for both 
junior players and veteran players.

By Guardian Reporter

A new drama aimed at promoting women’s empowerment 
through the demonstration of African culture has been launched 
in Dar es Salaam.

Speaking at the launching ceremony, which took place in 
the city over the weekend, Alain Kanal Martial, a drama script-
writer from Mozambique, said the drama, titled ‘Genesis’, gears 
towards promoting the African culture and diversification of 
traditions.

“We want to show the African ‘Ubuntu’ in our performances, 
that is the reason we are using traditional songs with no electric 
equipment,” he said.

The project is facilitated by France’s Embassy in Tanzania via 
the Alliance De France.

“When we forget our culture we are doomed,’’ Martial noted. 
It will involve artists from various countries from East Africa 

as well as Mozambique and Comoro.
The Executive Secretary for the National Arts Council of Tan-

zania, Matiko Mniko, said the initiative will go a long way in pro-
moting culture as well as market Tanzania globally.

He said this is a milestone step in promoting African culture 
whereby artists will have the opportunity to exchange ideas but 

New drama launched in Dar

also share knowledge on 
each other’s culture.

“As the government, we 
will work closely with the 
organizers to ensure the 
project is a success,” he 
said.

To begin with, the or-
ganizers will start by 
showcasing the drama in 
Arusha then later Dar es 
Salaam and Zanzibar be-
fore traveling abroad for 
the same.

Director Alliance Fran-
çaise of Dar es Salaam, 
Flora Valleur, said the 
initiative will not only go 
a long way in promoting 
Tanzania’s arts sector but 
also boost cooperation 
between the two coun-
tries.
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