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Bruce Mwile Mwasenga (L), CRDB Bank Plc’s chief operating officer, presents to National Assembly Speaker Dr Tulia Ackson a Ramadhan-time gift in Dodoma 
city yesterday as part of the bank’s culture of collaborating with its customers and a range of community groups in various ways during the Islamic Holy month. 
Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Six people die, 
four injured 
as saloon car, 
lorry collide

 By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

SIX people have been 
confirmed dead and four 
injured after a car collided 
head- on with a lorry at 
Arkatan area in Monduli 
District, Arusha Region. 
Regional Police Commander 
Justin Masejo said the accident 
occurred on Monday at ten 
in the night, when a Toyota 
Noah T.189 DFI travelling 
on the Arusha-Karatu route 
met with a disoriented Scania 
lorry, T.250 DCA moving from 
Makuyuni to Arusha.
The lorry driver lost control 
and moved to the other side 
of the road, colliding head 
on with the smaller vehicle, 
causing the death of its six 
occupants including the driver, 
whose name could not be 
established rapidly, he said. 
Toyota Noah vehicles regularly 
carry passengers in various 
areas upcountry.
The lorry driver is in police 
custody for interrogation, with 
the bodies of the deceased 
bodies lifted to the Mount 
Meru Referral Hospital 
mortuary, he said, urging 
members of the community 
to visit the facility to identify 
the bodies if they sense any of 
their loved ones missing.
 “Up to date, the bodies of 
deceased people have yet 
to be identified, he stated, 
elaborating that the injured 
persons were receiving 
treatment at the military 
hospital in Monduli, urging 
drivers to be careful when at 
work to avoid unnecessary 
accidents, especially by 
avoiding excessive speeding.
Deadly road crashes involving 
lorries cut short the lives of 
motorists on smaller vehicles, 
with popular Bongo Flava 
artiste Maunda Zorro dying 
after her car collided head-on 
with a lorry in Kigamboni area 
in the city of Dar es Salaam.
Last month, 23 people died 
after a bus collided with a 
lorry at Melela Kibaoni area, 
Mvomero district in Morogoro 
Region, with RPC Fortunatus 
Muslim blaming the accident 
on reckless driving.

‘Raise allowances for village 
chairpersons and councillors’

Projects: CAG finds faults
with social security funds
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CAG uncovers weaknesses on DIB investments, reimbursement 

CRDB Bank boss narrates how The 
Royal Tour is good for businesses

 By Guardian Reporter

T
HE Controller Auditor Gen-
eral (CAG) has called on the 
Deposit Insurance Board 
(DIB) to follow its invest-

ment policy guidelines and find an al-
ternative way of proper disbursement 
of deposits from closed deposit taking 
banks and financial institutions.

This follows after the CAG audit 
for financial year 2020/2021 found 
that DIB did not follow its investment 
policy guidelines, while the rate of 
disbursement of funds to depositors 
from closed institutions was not satis-
factory.

Deposit Insurance Board (DIB) is 
an institution charged with protect-
ing customer deposits in banks and 
deposit taking financial institutions in 
Tanzania.

All these weaknesses have there-
fore resulted into irregularities in DIB 
funds’ investments as well as discour-
aging depositors to collect their de-
posits in case there is an institution 
closure.

On investments, according to the 
CAG audit, DIB do not follow require-
ments of section5.2 of the investment 
policy 2013, which has set guidelines 
when it comes into investing the 

board funds in both long and short 
term government debt instruments.

The 2020/20 audit shows that the 
investment guidelines require DIB 
to invest 20 percent of the fund into 
short term government debt instru-

ments (Treasury Bills) and 70 percent 
on long term government debt instru-
ments (bonds).

However, according to the audit, as 
at June 30, 2021 DIB invested 201.4bn/- 
into short term government debt in-

struments and 619.12bn/- into the 
long term instruments, of which are 
contrary with the fund’s investment 
guidelines.

The investment details shows DIB 
has invested 24 percent of its funds 

into short term government debt 
instruments, higher than required 
20 percent, while long term govern-
ment debt instruments investments 
reached 76 percent in contrary with 
required 70 percent.

“Much investment on long term 
government debt instrument is so 
dangerous to short term liquidity,” 
said CAG. “Lack of compliancy with 
the investment guidelines causes 
weaknesses in managing investments 
in contrary with the policy.”

CAG has therefore recommended 
that DIB should follow its investment 
policy to ensure that excessive invest-
ment on long term government debt 
instruments should not exceeds set 70 
percent of total investments.

On weak payment of deposits to 
customers of closed institutions, the 
CAG audit has found that it is done in 
contrary with strategic objective num-
ber 3, which requires all beneficiaries 
to be paid after 30 days of the notice of 
the institution’s closure.

The maximum reimbursement of 
the closed bank or financial institu-
tion according to DIB is 1.5m/-.

However, CAG audit shows during 
2020/2021 DIB was required to pay 
3.42bn/- to 40.718 depositors of sev-
en closed banks, but only 24.59mn/ 

were paid, which was 0.7 percent of 
the amount set for payments, while 
3.39bn/- is yet to be paid.

In order to speed up deposits dis-
bursement, on September 17, 2018 DIB 
entered into an agreement with Tan-
zania Commercial Bank (former TPB 
Bank) and disbursed 667.94mn/- for 
payments to beneficiaries, but only 
154.33mn/- or 23 percent were so far 
been paid, says CAG queries. 

The DIB discovered that there was 
low awareness among depositors on 
deposit insurance collections due to 
low public awareness on the exist-
ence of such funds, which discourages 
many people to collect their deposits 
in case the amount is small.

The CAG has therefore recommend-
ed for the DIB to ensure that it finds 
alternative ways to ensure increased 
public awareness on deposit insur-
ance payment, including publishing 
the names of depositors in the news-
papers or online to ensure smooth 
implementation of  deposits disburse-
ment.

CAG also recommended for the 
banks to ensure that they have proper 
customer information that will lead 
to smooth payment of deposits from 
DIB.

DIB officer conducts public awareness to students. DIB provides protection to depositors’ funds against loss 
arising from failure of a bank or deposit-taking financial institution PHOTO/FILE

CRDB Bank 
delegation led by 
the bank’s Group 
CEO, Abdulmajid 
Nsekela (2nd 
right) in a group 
photo with 
Citibank Senior 
Executives 
during a visit 
to Citibank’s 
Headquarters in 
New York. Nsekela 
was accompanied 
by CRDB Bank’s 
Director of 
Corporate 
Affairs, Tully 
Mwambapa (2nd 
left), the Bank’s 
Senior Manager 
for Sustainable 
Finance, Kenneth 
Kasigila(1st left), 
and Executive 
Business Liaison, 
Iman Tassama 
PHOTO/ 
COURTEST

Correspondent Geoffrey 
Nangai

EIGHT Local  listed banks on the 
Dar es Salaam Stock Exchange that 
include CRDB, NMB,DCB,Mwalimu 
Bank (MCB), Yetu Microfinance 
Bank (YETU), Maendeleo Bank 
(MBP), Mkombozi Commercial 
Bank Plc (MKCB)and Mufindi 
Community Bank Ltd (MuCoBa) 
recorded an equity turnover of 
4.4bn/- during the Q1,2022  data 
from DSE shows.

The amount is equivalent to a 
quarter of the DSE total turnover 
recorded during the quarter.

DSE bourse closed the first quar-
ter of 2022 (Q122) on a positive 
note after recording a total turno-
ver of  35.1bn/- representing a  50.6 
per cent increase  from 23.3bn/- 
that was generated during the 
same period last year.

According to DSE data, the vol-
ume of socks traded by the eight 
banks during Q1, 2022 was 31.1 
million shares with CRDB bank 
enjoying the lion’s share after trad-
ing 29.5 million shares generation 
an equity turnover of 10.1bn/- fol-
lowed by NMB that generated 
2.4bn/- after trading 1.01 million 
shares

MuCoBa was however the worst 
performer in the banking and fi-
nance sector generating an equity 
turnover of 4,000/- after trading 
only 10 shares.

Available data further revealed 
that CRDB emerged winner in 
the banking and finance sector IN 
q1,2022 after its share prices in-
creased by 37 per cent and closed 
the quarter at 385/- per share while 
the NMB share price went up 35 
per cent and closed at 2,700/- per 
share.

The DCB share price also record-
ed a 2 per cent increase during the 
quarter with its share price closing 
at 195/- per share.

The cross-listed KCB Bank share 
however slumped by four per cent 
during Q1,2022 from 920/-  880/-.

Meanwhile, total market capi-
talization at the DSE ended the 

quarter at 16.1trn/- representing a 
five percent increase from 15.3trn/- 
reported during the same period 
last year.

Domestic market capitalization 
also toppled 10.2trn- being a 10 
per cent increase from  9.2trn/- 
recorded during the same period 
last year.

The All Share Index (DSEI) how-
ever gained 87 points and closed 
the quarter with 1,936.45points 
while the Tanzania Share Index 
(TSI) added some 350 points and 
closed the quarter with3, 868.19 
points

According to the Orbit Securi-
ties Quarterly Market Report, for 
the quarter ending March 31, 2022, 
the overall activities on the bourse 
were led by foreign investors on 
both, buy and sale sides while lo-
cal investors lagged behind closely.

“Foreign investors bought a total 
of 24.1bn/ worth of shares and sold 
19.6bn/-  worth of shares while Lo-
cal investors bought shares worth 
10.7bn/-) and sold shares worth 
15.2bn/-,” the Orbit Securities re-
port said.

This means that foreigners con-
tributed 69.1 per cent on the buy 
side and 56.2 per cent on the sell 
side, while locals accounted for 
30.8 per cent on the buy side and 
43.7 on the sell side.

Meanwhile, the secondary bond 
market recorded a total face value 
turnover of 922bn/- during Q1, 
2022 with secondary market trans-
actions being mostly on premium 
prices hence the higher transac-
tion value compared to the face 
value.

The Interbank cash Market 
(IBCM) on the other hand was 
relatively inactive during Q1,2022 
with the volume traded during the 
quarter amounting to 419bn/-

According to data from the Bank 
of Tanzania (BoT) ,  the Interbank 
market during the quarter slowed 
down partly due to the accom-
modative monetary policy which 
stuffed banks with sufficient liquid 
resulting in a decline of  volume 
traded on the Interbank market.

Locally DSE  listed 
banks post 4.4bn/-
equity turnover Q1

 By Guardian Correspondent,  NEW 
YORK

CRDB Bank Plc chief executive officer 
Abdulmajid Nsekela has said The Royal 
Tour, which President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan inaugurated on Monday here, 
offers a massive economic growth for 
Tanzania.

Detailing on how the lender would 
utilize its national and international 
network to rejuvenate Tanzanian busi-
nesses, Nsekela -- who is among the re-
spective members of the business com-
munity accompanied the President, 
said the Royal Tour would boost tour-
ism arrivals and investments.

“We expect The Royal Tour will 
achieve its objectives of promoting 
Tanzania as a leading country in terms 
of tourist attractions and thus help at-
tract tourists to Tanzania…It will also 
boost trade between Tanzania and 
other countries and attract investors 
to come and invest in the country,” he 
said.

During the Royal Tour launch, CRDB 
delegation met with a senior executive 
from Citibank and Pegasus, where they 
discussed business issues that could 
benefit Tanzania.

The CRDB Bank delegation also paid 
a courtesy call to Moody’s and held a 

high-level discussion in line with mar-
ket positioning, including capacity 
building, information access, and cred-
it rating monitoring. 

The meeting with Citibank’s senior 
executives discussed key shared pri-
orities to boost and support economic 
empowerment in Small and Medium 
Enterprises, focusing on women and 
youth, digitalization, and the Blue 
Economy agenda.

“We discusses on technical assis-
tance for CRDB Bank to strengthen its 
capacity to serve the segment and meet 
rapidly growing demand. As Citibank 
is the CRDB Bank’s main dollar Cor-
respondent Bank, we also discussed 
cross-border business support for our 
soon-to-be-launched subsidiary in 
DRC,” Mr. Nsekela said.

During the meeting with executives 
from Pegasus, an American company 
that invests in sustainable and health-
related business solutions, the com-
pany expressed its willingness to enter 
the Tanzania market and looked spe-
cifically at how it can collaborate with 
CRDB Bank. 

The Royal Tour documentary – which 
was shot and filmed in Tanzania - will 
be used to market the country’s tourist 
attractions on a global scale, in the gov-
ernment’s renewed effort to boost tour-

ists after the global Covid-19 pandemic.
Following the initial launch in New 

York on April 18, the film will also be 
launched in Los Angeles on April 21, 
Dar es Salaam on April 28, and later in 
Zanzibar.

President Samia was involved in re-
cording the documentary last year as 
she traveled to various tourist attrac-
tion sites with the American-based film 
crew. 

Tanzania’s tourism sector, which was 
adversely affected by the Covid-19 pan-
demic, has been in a recovery mode, 
with the Bank of Tanzania’s figures 
showing that during the year ending 
February 2022, foreign exchange earn-
ings from the sector rose to $1.457 bil-
lion from only $645.4 million during a 
similar period last year. 

The rise was due to an 87.9 per-
cent increase in tourist arrivals which 
reached 958,173 travelers during the 
year ending February 2022.

According to Mr. Nsekela, the idea 
behind The Royal Tour – which CBS 
News Travel Editor Peter Greenberg 
prepared – was to ensure that the world 
understands Tanzania’s abundant nat-
ural resources, including its rich cul-
tural and natural heritage sites. 

“We have Tanzanite minerals found 
only in Tanzania in the whole world…

We have huge natural gas reserves, 
coal, rivers, lakes, ocean, and game re-
serves. We have over 100 tribes that co-
exist peacefully. We have a rich culture 
and tradition, natural food, and our 
history and clothes. These all form an 
economic opportunity to be utilized,” 
he said. 

He said CRDB decided to be part of 
The Royal Tour largely because the 
lender has a history of cooperating 
with the government to execute vari-
ous development projects and support 
communities in their development en-
deavors.

Nsekela hinted that CRDB Bank is 
well prepared to ensure that partici-
pants in the anticipated stimulation of 
the economy – which The Royal Tour 
will fuel - can get all their financial 
needs from the leading Bank.

Some of CRDB Bank’s services and 
products that would benefit all busi-
nesses include the use of PoS, E-com-
merce, Visa/MasterCard, UnionPay, 
and QR Code in making payments to in-
dividuals, companies, and government 
agencies. 

The Bank also avails investment & 
working capital loans for existing busi-
nesses and those that The Royal Tour 
will inspire among the many.
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National Pg 6
UK envoy, business delegations visit Z’bar

 National Pg 3
Govt to reap 1.5bn/- as dividend from NIC

Turn to page2

By Guardian Reporter

SOCIAL security funds are in dan-
ger of incurring losses running 
into billions of shillings due to 

poor management of investment pro-
jects in joint ventures with a number of 
public sector companies.

This is a ringing observation of the 
Controller and Auditor General (CAG) in 
his fiscal 2020/21 annual report tabled in 
Parliament last week that is now open to 
public scrutiny.

A major weakness that auditors dis-
covered relates to the Mamba Miamba 
ginger factory, which in 2016, the former 
Local Authorities Pensions Fund (LAPF) 
that is now part of PSSSF pacted  with 
the Mamba-Miamba Cooperative Soci-
ety to revive the ginger factory.  

The factory had suspended opera-
tions due technological challenges and 
the terms of agreement between the 
cooperative society and LAPF signed on 
September 1 2020 said the fund would 
control 67 per cent of the shares and the 
society 33 per cent.

By June 30 2021, the fund had spent 

1.71bn/- for reviving the factory and oth-
er administrative expenses but by No-
vember 2021 the factory had not started 
production, owing to delay in installing 
the machinery.

people.
Current allowances for councillors 

are inadequate as motivation for dis-
charging their duties, and are indeed 
not legally recognized as regular pay

 By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

WARD councillors and village gov-
ernment chairmen, essential cadre in 
the local government structure, may 
soon have a reason to smile as the 
legislature works on proposals to im-
prove their perks.

The councillors and chairmen 

(with a scatter of chairpersons) may 
in the next financial year fetch a tidy 
sum of money each month if the leg-
islature agrees on how much their al-
lowances are to be improved.

MPs agreed about this need when 
debating budget estimates for the 
President’s Office (Regional Admin-
istration and Local Governments), 

insisting that the cadres play a crucial 
role in handling grievances, enabling 
MPs to focus on parliamentary pro-
ceedings most of the time.

Mussa Sima (Singida Urban) said 
the councilors have been receiving 
too meager stipends, urging that they 
actually be paid salaries to motivate 
them in offering their services to the Turn to page2

By June 2021 WCF 
had spent 64m/- 
to meet initial 
development costs 
of the factory that 
included transport 
and meeting 
expenses, including 
per diems

Govt satisfied with 
global lenders out
to revive economy
By Correspondent Benny Mwaipaja, 
Washington DC

THE GOVERNMENT has ex-
pressed satisfaction with its 
current state of cooperation 
with global lending institutions 
to surmount problems arising 
from the Covid-19 pandemic 
and the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine.
 Finance and Planning minister 
Dr Mwigulu Nchemba expressed 
this sentiment in continuing 

National Pg 4
Sweden supports LHRC’s strategic plan

Sweden’s Ambassador to Tanzania, Anders Sjöberg (L), and Legal and Human Rights Centre executive director 
Anna Henga pictured in Dar es Salaam yesterday exchanging signed documents on a three-year agreement under 
which the Swedish government will extend to the centre 17bn/- for the implementation of various strategic plans. 
Photo: Mary Kadoke Turn to page2

consultations with top officials 
of the World Bank, which he said 
has pledged to assist Tanzania to 
restore normal economic expec-
tations in the wake of the two 
disruptions. 
He earlier held discussions with 
the World Bank Vice President 
for Eastern and Southern Africa, 
Dr Hafez Ghanem, as part of the 
spring meetings of the board of
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 NATIONAL NEWS

 By Guardian Reporter

ZANZIBAR President Dr 
Hussein Ali Mwinyi has 
emphasised the importance 
of conducting civilised 
politics in the country by 
prioritising national interests 
and maintaining peace and 
tranquility.

Dr Mwinyi made the remarks 
yesterday in Zanzibar’s State 
House when speaking with 

members of the  task force 
appointed by President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan to coordinate 
opinions of stakeholders of 
multi-party politics democracy 
chaired by Prof Rwekaza 
Mukandala, former Vice 
Chancellor at the University of 
Dar es Salaam. The 25-member 
team is also mandated towards 
preparing for work on a new 
constitution.

During the talks, Dr. Mwinyi 

said that there is nothing 
greater in any nation in the 
world than the peace that 
comes with conducting 
civilized politics, lauding 
President Samia for coming up 
with task force, which is key for 
Zanzibar and United Republic 
of Tanzania.

He tasked all Tanzanians to 
support such efforts especially 
political parties a step that 
will overcome the existing 

challenges, including the 
demand for new constitution, 
the general election procedure 
and resumption of public 
meetings.

President Dr. Mwinyi urged 
other political parties that 
have not decided to be part 
of the matter to join because 
all Tanzanians must be part of 
that important issue, stressing 
that the best way to solve 
a problem is to go through 

such debates instead of using 
political platforms to point 
fingers on other people.

“This doesn’t bring peace 
in the country; that’s why I 
urge all political parties to get 
involved as it is the best way to 
solve existing challenges,” he 
said, expressing his optimism 
about the task force due to the 
combination of its members.

He also stated that due to the 
ongoing conflict in Zanzibar, 

it is important that the senior 
members of the task force 
become Zanzibaris as well as 
all political parties in Zanzibar 
that will be part of comments 
especially in the forthcoming 
elections in 2025.

Prof Mukandala 
congratulated President Dr. 
Mwinyi for his great efforts 
in bringing economic, social 
and political development to 
Zanzibar. 

Dr Mwinyi touts political tolerance in building unity

Special Seats MP (CCM) Neema Lugangira (3rd R)  in a group photo with Swiss legislators   at the Swiss Embassy in Dar es Salaam on Monday. 
The Swiss MPs are in the country to visit   projects funded by their government. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

ment. Councillors can’t lay any claims if their allow-
ances fo unpaid for a definite period, he stated.

 Dr Christine Ishengoma (Special Seats) shared the 
same view, underlining that the local government cad-
res work in difficult situations, and had plenty of influ-
ence in their communities.

 Noah Sapatu (Arumeru West) urged that the govern-
ment takes the stipends issue ‘seriously,’ with the Speak-
er, Dr Tulia Ackson intoning that it was important for 
the government to look at the matte. She, directed the 
standing committee on the Budget to meet and exam-
ine how best the issue issues can be addressed.

Tabling the PO-RALG estimates last week, the min-
ister, Innocent Bashungwa requested MPs to approve 
8.77trn/- for the next financial year, with 5.5trn/- meant 
for recurrent expenditure, where salaries take up 
4.6trn/-.There was also projected expenditure of 3.2trn/- 
for development projects, with around 2trn/- from do-
mestic revenues and 1trn/- from external funding.

Raise allowances for 
village chairpersons, 
councillors, say MPs

 By Correspondent James Kandoya

YOUNG Tanzanians have been urged to grab op-
portunities provided by the Chinese government 
in Tanzania including learning Chinese language 
to attain their goals.

Deputy minister for Information, Communica-
tion and Information Technology engineer Kundo 
Mathew said that on Tuesday this week in the 2022 
UN Chinese language Day held at the Chinese Em-
bassy premises in Dar es Salaam.

He said Chinese was developing so fast com-
pared to other countries in the World therefore we 
should be ready for fast technology changes.

The official said Tanzania appreciates all that 
China had done to the country including construc-
tion made by Chinese construction companies.

Engineer Kundo called the envoy to ensure the 
graduates in Chinese language are given priority in 
the Chinese companies when seeking for employ-
ment.

“More aspiring youths in the country join classes 
to remove the barriers between the China- Tanza-
nia. Through languages we can make a bridge be-
tween the two countries,” he said.

“I therefore, call on the Chinese companies 
working in the country to give more priority to our 
graduates when seeking employment as a motiva-
tion and to attract other people to learn Chinese 
language,” he said.

The deputy minister further said the move will 
accelerate the influence of more Tanzanians to at-
tain their goals.

He also expressed expectations from the young 
Tanzanian students who are studying Chinese lan-
guage, saying that they must study hard to get a 
chance to study in china.

Chinese Ambassador to Tanzania Chen Mingjian 
said with continuous deepening of the coopera-
tion between China and Tanzania in trade, econo-
my and people-to-people exchanges, the demand 
for the Chinese language talents in Tanzania is on 
the increase.

Tanzanian youth urged to grab Chinese government’s chances 

China’s Ambassador to Tanzania Chen Mingjia,  shares a light moment with Kundo Mathew, Deputy minister for Information, Communication and Information Technology, at a function to celebrate   
2022 UN Chinese Language Day held at the Chinese Embassy in   Dar es Salaam on Monday. Photo: Chinese Embassy
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governors of the global lenders, 
the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 
He briefed the top World Bank 
administrator how Tanzania is 
making all out efforts to make 
sure its economy returns to 
normal expectations, as it looks 
for financial resources to be 
channeled to sectors likely to spur 
greater economic activity like 
agriculture, plus strengthening the 
private sector. 
He expressed confidence in 
lending plans by the bank where 
the loans are being directed 
to agriculture, livestock and 
fisheries as well as assisting the 
private sector especially boosting 
lending to small and medium 
entrepreneurs.
Consultations continue between 
the Treasury and the global 
lenders plus the African 
Development Bank (AfDB), with 
intent to review essential need 
for resources towards vital 
development projects needing 
to be implemented in the next 
financial year, he said. 
Areas that need close monitoring 
include inflation, chiefly in rising 
prices of basic goods, compelling 
government intervention in tax 
reduction to dampen the price 
spiral, he said.
Dr Ghanem, praised the big 
ongoing changes in the policy 
outlook which he described as 
likely to boost the country’s 
economic growth, pledging the 
lender’s assistance to Tanzania 
and other African countries to 
overcome the effects of rhe 
pandemic and dislocations in grain 
and fuel prices arising from the 
Eastern European crisis  
The minister is in Washington to 
lead the country’s delegation at 
the spring meetings of the Bretton 
Woods institutions, reviewing and 
recommending measures to revive 
the country’s economy in the view 
of recent crises.

Govt satisfied 
with key global 
lenders  out to 
revive economy

FROM PAGE 1

She said there were approximate-
ly 20,000 students learning Chinese 
in Tanzania at present and the Con-
fucius institutes at the University of 
Dar es Salaam and university of Do-
doma. The envoy added that many 
Tanzanian students have the plan 
to study in China in the future and 

these were the fruits of china-Tanza-
nia cooperation in education.

“With deeper cooperation in trade, 
economy and people-to-people ex-
changes, enhanced mutual political 
trust and strengthened economic 
ties between china and Tanzania, 
more Chinese languages talents are 

needed in Tanzania,” she said
 “We look forward to seeing more 

aspiring young Tanzanians to learn 
and master the Chinese language, as 
the theme of the vent reads: To learn 
the Chinese language and jointly 
build the bright future for Tanzania 
and China,” she added

University of Dar es salaam Dep-
uty Vice Chancellor prof  Bernadeta 
Killian said the Chinese language 
event was organized by the Chinese 
Embassy in Tanzania , in collabora-
tion with China Culture Centre  in 
the country and the Confucius insti-
tute of Dar es Salaam.

UN Chinese Language Day was es-
tablished by the UN Department of 
Public Information in 2010, seeking 
“to celebrate multilingualism and 
cultural diversity as well as to pro-
mote equal use of all six of its official 
working languages throughout the 
organization”. 

“PSSSF explained that the 
delay was caused by transport-
ing the machinery from manu-
facturers in China in the wake 
of the Covid-19 pandemic,” the 
report noted.

Another weakness relates 
to the medical devices factory 
in Bariadi district of Simiyu 
region, with an accord signed 
on November 11 2016 to build a 
medical devices plant at Dutwa 

Village in the district.
The signatories included the 

office of Simiyu Regional Ad-
ministrative Secretary, the Na-
tional Health Insurance Fund 
(NHIF), the Workers Compen-
sation Fund (WCF), the Medical 
Stores Department (MSD), the 
TIB Development Bank, TIR-
DO, TBS and the responsible 
agency, TMDA.

Feasibility studies conducted 
by TIRDO showed that the cost 
of the project was 69.21bn/-, 
shared equally among the part-

ners, thus on June 13 2018 they 
registered the company to run 
the factory. Its application was 
submitted to the Treasury on 
June 26, 2019, the report stated.

By November 2021, the facto-
ry had not started production 
as it was waiting for a Treasury 
permit, while by June 30 2021, 
NHIF and WCF had equally 
spent 916m/- for the factory’s 
development, it affirmed.

Similarly, Mponde Tea Fac-
tory that was in January 2016 
nationalized from Usamba-

mara Tea Growers Association 
(UTEGA) that was earlier sold 
the factory but failed to run it.

“Through efforts by the 
Treasury Registrar, in Sep-
tember 2019, WCF and NHIF 
entered into an agreement to 
revive the tea factory, with fea-
sibility studies indicating that 
the needed capital to revive 
the factory stood at 4.05bn/- 
and its shares equally divided 
among the partners.

The government issued the 
permit for the factory’s devel-

opment in March 2021 but by 
Novembero it had not started 
production, awaiting the pur-
chase of machinery and refur-
bishment of the premises, the 
report noted.

“By June 2021 WCF had spent 
64m/- to meet initial develop-
ment costs of the factory that 
included transport and meet-
ing expenses, including per 
diems,” CAG Charles Kichere 
specified, cautioning that the 
delay in operating the factories 
weakens attaining goals of the 

second five year development 
plan (2016/17–2020/21). Indus-
trial production is central to its 
expectations, he said. 

“I recommend that social se-
curity funds including PSSSF, 
WCF, NHIF and NSSF speed up 
the installation of machinery, 
build the relative infrastruc-
tures to enable production to 
begin as soon as possible in the 
said factories established or 
purchased by these funds,” he 
added.

FROM PAGE 1

Projects: CAG finds faults with social security funds
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By Henry Mwangonde

THE National Insurance Corporation (NIC) 
is set to remit a 1.5bn/- dividend to the govern-
ment after several years of operating on losses.

NIC managing director Dr. Elirehema Doriye 
told journalists yesterday after the end of the 
annual general meeting that the state-owned 
insurer was now financially strong, able to com-
pete with rivals in the market, and fulfill its ob-
ligation to the owner, including paying out divi-
dends.

He said the insurer planned to issue 13.55bn/- 
but it was decided that most of the money be left 
to the corporation to maximize capital which 
12.05bn/- has been set aside and 1.5bn/- chan-
neled to the government as dividend.

 “The capital increase which we have been 
given will make NIC the most capital-sufficient 
insurance organization among all the compa-
nies in the country,” he said.

In the future, Dr Doriye said NIC is now invest-
ing much on the use of technology in the provi-
sion of services among other things, noting that 
NIC wants to explore every opportunity at its 
disposal so that at the end of the day the state-
owned insurer do its best and gives annual divi-
dends to the government timely.

Giving a breakdown of the corporation’s per-
formance over the years, NIC board chairman  
Laston Msongole said in 2018 NIC got a profit of 
3.62bn/-, in 2019 7.79bn/-, 2020 35.65bn/- and 
2021 73.10bn/-.

“There have been deliberate efforts by the 
government to revive the insurance corporation 

Govt to reap 1.5bn/- as dividend from 
NIC after years of operating on losses

 CAG faults TANAPA inability to  fight natural parks disasters   
By Guardian Reporter

THE Controller and Audi-
tor General (CAG) has au-
dited the report on the fire 
incident at Mt Kilimanjaro 
National Park in December 
2020 and came up with 
four recommendations to 
the relative authorities. 

In his audit report for 
2020/21 tabled in Par-
liament last week, CAG 
Charles Kichere says the 

fire caused 1.214bn/- loss.
He says he discovered 

national parks authorities 
have neither the capacity 
nor equipment and contin-
gent plans against natural 
disasters. 

He elaborates that pre-
paring against disasters in-
volves various steps taken 
by the government, insti-
tutions, the community 
and private individuals to 
appropriately confront hu-

man or natural disasters.
“After going through the 

report in regard to the fire 
incident issued December 
23 2020 over investigation 
of the cause of the fire in Mt 
Kilimanjaro National Park 
I found out that it took the 
Park authorities six days 
from December 11 to 16 to 
contain the fire.

“Over 96.07 square kms 
of the park area was de-
stroyed. In addition, the fire 

also destroyed the natural 
vegetation of Park’s ‘moor-
land’ as well as killing natu-
ral wildlife and destroyed 
vital infrastructures and 10 
tourists’ lodges. 

“Also, the report said the 
fire caused losss of proper-
ty valued at 883m/-, while 
at the same time the Park 
spent 221.51m/- to fight the 
fire,” said CAG Kichere in 
his Audit Report.

He also said he discov-

ered that the incident was 
not the first one in the park 
area, as such incidents hap-
pened at different times in 
2002, 2004, 22-13 and 2016 
which destroyed 357,565 
hectares in total.

“Apart from such lessons, 
I discovered that the park 
authority had no modern 
firefighting equipment in-
cluding airplanes. 

“Also, its officials had 
never been provided with 

appropriate training in 
firefighting,” he said and 
added that these deficien-
cies make the Park author-
ity fail to fight fire disasters. 

In the circumstances, 
CAG Kichere has recom-
mended to the govern-
ment, in collaboration with 
Tanzania National Parks 
(TANAPA) to assess the im-
pacts of the fire disasters 
by restoring the infrastruc-
tures as well the Park’s 

natural vegetation that was 
destroyed.

He recommends to the 
government to involve 
TANAPA in the use of satel-
lites in spotting sources of 
fire, establish a special task 
force to fight natural disas-
ters and allocate budget for 
purchase of modern fire-
fighting equipment, includ-
ing helicopters that will 
also be used to patrol the 
Park area.  

Prime Minister Kasimu Majaliwa exchanges greetings with   legislators at the chamber of Parliament yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph
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and these efforts have not 
gone in vain,” he said, add-
ing that after years of making 
losses, the new turnaround 
and restructuring strategies 
started paying off, snapping 
years of loss-making trends 
and putting the company on a 
profitability trend.

Treasury Registrar Ben-
edicto Mgonya said NIC was 
promising a brighter future 
after showing a good perfor-
mance in recent years.

In 2018, the government 
embarked on a plan to de-list 
NIC from public institutions 
that were set to be privatized.

In its argument, the govern-
ment said the provision of in-
surance services was a policy 
issue hence the institution 
should remain under the gov-
ernment.

The decision to stop NIC 
from being privatized was 
aimed at empowering the in-
stitution.
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By Felister Peter, Dodoma

AN additional 7,612 health 
workers will be deployed to 
hospitals, health centres and 
dispensaries across the country 
before June 30th this year, the 
House heard yesterday.

So far, the government has 
employed 2,726 health workers 
in the 2020/2021 financial year, 
according to Deputy dinister of 
State President’s Office Regional 

Administration and Local gov-
ernment Authorities (PORALG) 
Dr Festo Dungange.

Dr Dungange reiterated the 
government commitment to 
continue improving service de-
livery in the health sector and 
that it will continue employing 
staff according to the need.

 “The government has also al-
located 69.95bn/- for procure-
ment of medical supplies for 
hospitals, health centers and 

dispensaries whose construc-
tion has been completed,” he 
told the National Assembly.

He made the statement in the 
parliament separately when re-
sponding to questions by Singi-
da Urban Member of Parliament 
Mussa Sima (CCM) and the Spe-
cial Seats lawmaker Josephine 
Genzabuke (CCM).

In his main question, Sima 
sought to know the govern-
ment’s plan of constructing a 

district hospital in Singida Ur-
ban constituency.

Responding, Dr Dungange 
said right now the government 
is constructing a Regional Refer-
ral Hospital  in Singida at a cost 
of 3.5bn/-.

 “Upon completion of the pro-
ject, the current regional hospi-
tal will be used as a municipal 
hospital,” he added.

He said, since the government 
had allocated a total of 500m/- 

for construction of a new hos-
pital in Singida municipality, 
the money will now be spent on 
renovating the current regional 
hospital for it to be used as a 
municipal health facility.

Genzabuke asked when the 
government would end the 
shortage of staff and medi-
cal supplies in health facilities 
across the country.

The deputy minister said the 
government will continue to al-

locate a budget for construction 
of houses for health workers in 
the Local Government Authori-
ties (LGAs).

He added: “Apart from allocat-
ing the budget, the ministry will 
continue providing guidance 
for LGAs to also set aside the 
budget for the projects, by using   
domestic   collections.”

His statement was in response 
to the supplementary ques-
tion by Muhambwe Member of 

Parliament Dr Florence Sam-
izi (CCM) who was concerned 
about the shortage of houses 
and accommodations for health 
workers.

The legislator was concerned 
that inadequate accommoda-
tions for health professions is 
among the key challenges fac-
ing the health sector despite 
the government’s efforts to con-
struct hospitals as well as provi-
sion of  employment.

7,612 workers to be deployed  in health facilities, says govt

By Guardian Reporter

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu Hassan is sched-
uled to launch a book on the history of the Un-
ion between Tanganyika and Zanzibar aimed 
at educating the public.

The text will be unveiled on Tuesday next 
week at the culmination of the 58th anniver-
sary of the Union. 

Following the launch, the Office of the Presi-
dent plans to have a continuous programme 
to educate the public about the history of the 
union and the fundamental issues regarding 
the Union. It is hoped that the public educa-
tion program will increase awareness of the 

Samia to launch book 
on Union next week

Union’s history and other important issues about the Union. 
Minister of State in the Vice President’s Office (Union and Environ-

ment) Dr Selemani Jafo said this in Dodoma yesterday during a press 
conference accompanied by Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s 
Office, Policy, Parliament and Coordination George Simbachawene 
and Minister of State in the Second Vice President’s Office (Policy, Co-
ordination and House of Representatives) - Zanzibar Hamza Hassan 
Juma.

Dr. Jafo said, as the Union turns 58 it is a matter of pride and we must 
continue to reap the benefits of the Union and it will be accompanied 
by various events including educating the public about the history of 
the Union, where we came from, where we are and where we are go-
ing through a conference. of the Union which will explain in detail the 
history of the Union, the Foundations of the Union and the success of 
the Union from both sides of the Union. 

“Citizens on all sides of the Union were born after the Union, a situa-
tion that clearly demonstrates the existence of the importance of pro-
viding education on Union history as well as basic issues concerning 
the Union,” Jafo stressed. 

Minister Jafo said that for the same purpose of educating the public, 
especially the youth, an Essay competition on the Union for second-
ary school students has been organized where there will be six win-
ners (3 from mainland Tanzania and 3 from Tanzania Zanzibar) who 
will be awarded prizes on April 26, 2022. These essays give students 
the opportunity to explain the history of the Union; the successes and 
challenges of the Union; and the role of youth in protecting and main-
taining the Union.

Minister Simbachawene said the Chairman of the National Commit-
tee for Celebrations Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa has agreed that 
the regions, government institutions and all defense and security forc-
es should commemorate Union by conducting social activities in their 
immediate area or their Forces and Camps such as cleaning, planting 
trees and providing health services. This great act will bring great mo-
tivation, unity and solidarity and build our Union with great respect 
and dignity.

 Zanzibar Minister Juma said this year’s celebrations coincide with 
the Union Institutions Exhibition which will run from 22 April 2022 
to 06 May 2022 as well as the Symposium which will coincide with 
the 50th Anniversary of the late Founder of the Union Sheikh Abeid 
Amani Karume.

Mbeya referral hospital assistant chief nursing officer Marcy Lutumo (in blue suit) receives a donation of various items 
from Savings and Credit Co-operative Society leaders from Tanzania-Zambia  Railway Authority    for  the patients admit-
ted at the hospital on Monday. Photo: Correspondent Nebart Msokwa

Citizens on all sides of the Union were born 
after the Union, a situation that clearly dem-
onstrates the existence of the importance of 
providing education on Union history as well 
as basic issues concerning the Union
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Octopus fishermen from Miba and Boma Mkombani villages in Mkinga District, Tanga Region lined up to  weigh  the fish  were caught in large quantities over the weekend.   Currently a  
catch weighs  up to 42 kgs and sells at 7500/- per kilogramme. Photo: Correspondent Boniface Gideon

By Guardian Reporter

THE United Kingdom’s UK’s trade envoy to 
Tanzania, Lord Walney John Woodcock will 
visit Zanzibar for the first time on 20 – 22 April 
2022, alongside a trade delegation of 5 UK 
companies.

The visit will further develop the trade 

and investment relationship between the UK 
and Tanzania, after the successful November 
2021 Tanzania-UK Business Forum provided 
a platform to assess and progress changes in 
Tanzania’s business environment for mutual 
economic benefit.

Lord Walney will meet with Zanzibar Presi-
dent Dr Hussein Mwinyi. A particular focus for 

government and businesses during the visit 
will be to highlight strategic projects within 
the Blue Economy infrastructure, in addition 
to other sectors, with the ultimate aim to in-
crease trade and investment between our 
countries.

The Trade Envoy will hold discussions 
meetings with Minister of State for Labour, 

Economy and Investment of Zanzibar Mudrik 
Ramadhan Soraga and Minister of Blue Econ-
omy and Fisheries of Zanzibar, Suleiman Ma-
soud Makame.

Lord Walney will engage with businesses 
and investors in Zanzibar and Dar es Salaam 
in a range of meetings covering the breadth 
and depth of the UK’s trade and investment 

relationship with Tanzania.
Speaking before his visit, Lord Walney said: 

“I am privileged to return to Tanzania, and in 
my first visit to Zanzibar I look forward to ex-
ploring further opportunities for investment 
and trade between the UK and Tanzania, 
strengthening multiple sectors and identifying 
the mutual benefits for both our countries.”

UK trade envoy, business delegation visit Zanzibar

By Correspondent Mary 
Kadoke

THE Sweden Embassy 
and has pumped in 17bn/- to 
support the Legal and Hu-
man Rights Center (LHRC) 
to finance its strategic plan 
(2019-2024) and comple-
mentary operational plan 
(2022-2024).

This was revealed on Tues-
day in Dar es Salaam, when 
the two parties that signed 
the deal involving the Swed-
ish Ambassador Anders 
Sjoberg and LHRC executive 
director Anna Henga.

The Swedish envoy said 
the agreement came from 
the fact that LHRC has been 
the relevant, leading organi-
zation and a watchdog on 
human rights in Tanzania.

“The agreement signed 
covers a core support of the 
remaining three years of the 
LHRC strategic plan 2019 to 
2024 hence 2022 to 2024 
with a total budget of 36Msek 
(12msek/year) that amount 
to  a total support under the 
current agreement from the 
embassy to 17 bn/-,” he said.

“The work of LHRC and 
the Swedish support has 
expanded much since then. 
Therefore the current mis-
sion is to strive to empower 
the public and promote, 
reinforce and safeguard hu-
man rights and good govern-
ance in Tanzania through 

legal, civic education and in-
formation.”

Anna thanked the Swedish 
government for its financial 
and technical contribution 
over the years and reaf-
firmed LHRC commitment 
to deliver on its envisioned 
results and equitable society 
in Tanzania.

LHRC sustainable and 
compliance manager, Ri-
tha Mchaki noted some of 
the strategic plans that will 
comply with the support as 
offering legal aid to the un-
derserved such as watchmen 
employed in different compa-
nies.

“As part of the team we are 
so honored. Am quite sure this 
agreement will support LHRC 
core activities in accordance 
with the strategic plans,” she 
said

“It is through different or-
ganization initiatives or ad-
vocacy the atmosphere has 
changed advocating capac-
ity building in media, gender 
based violence without for-
getting the media space for 
example, you can clearly state 
that that LHRC has done a lot.”

She added that within the 
strategy human right moni-
tors and paralegals coun-
trywide that save on  LHRC 
behalf help in offering legal 
aid to the under saved or the 
voiceless on the other hand 
that intensively advocate hu-
man rights in many aspects.”

Sweden pumps in 17bn/- to support 
LHRC’s strategic plan,says Henga

By Felister Peter, Dodoma

THE government will issue employ-
ment permits for 30,000 civil servants 
including teachers in the 2022/2023 fi-
nancial year.

Deputy minister in the President’s Of-
fice, Public Service Management and 
Good Governance, Deogratius Ndejembi 
made the revelation when responding to 
a question from Same West legislator, Dr 
Mathayo David who was concerned with 
the shortage of teachers in both primary 
and secondary schools.

The MP also wanted to know the gov-
ernment plans to provide jobs to thou-
sands of graduates as well as measures to 
provide incentives to civil servants espe-
cially teachers working in remote areas.

Universities and colleges produce be-
tween 90,000 and 100,000 graduates 
each year, whereas more than 48,000 
graduate with first degrees.

In his response, Ndejembi said the gov-
ernment through the Watumishi Hous-
ing Company has started to construct 
low cost houses that will be given to civil 
servants on loan basis.

“We have directed all the district coun-
cils to allocate funds from their internal 
collections for provision incentives to 
teachers. In some districts, teachers 
working in peripherals are provided 
with bicycles and motorcycles,” stated 
the Deputy Minister.  

He said the 2021/2022 financial year, 
the government issued employment per-
mits for 10,003 servants including teach-
ers. On unemployment. He said that a 
total of 248,379graduates produced from 
various universities and colleges in be-
tween 2016 and December, 2020 were 
employed in both the public and private 
sector.

The number includes those with Di-
ploma, Advance Diploma and Degree.

According to Ndejembi, the govern-
ment is also working on plans to an-
nounce job opportunities for village and 
ward executives. He urged authorities at 
local government level to prepare and 
submit to the ministry a list of required 
village and ward officers in their specific 
localities.

The government will allocate village 
and ward executive officers in accord-
ance with the submitted requests, he 
said.

Ndejembi noted that the ministry is 
currently conducting a human resources 
(HR) audit to ensure effective and effi-
cient utilization of civil servants.

Last week, Minister of State in the 
President’s Office (Public Service and 
Good Governance), Jenista Mhagama an-
nounced jobs for 32,000 people in the 
education and health sectors. She said 
the government’s intention was to em-
ploy 44,000 civil servants this financial 
year.

Govt to issue employment 
permits for 30,000 workers

Irish potato production  skyrockets in seven years
By Guardian Reporter

IN the past seven years, start-
ing 2013/14 fiscal year, Irish pota-
to production  has risen sharply 
from seven tones in an hectare 
to the current 28-50 tonnes per 
ha.

Addressing a recent zoom 
meeting which discussed the 
importance of empowering ex-
tension officers who are dealing 
directly with farmers, the Chief 
Executive Officer of the Southern 

Agricultural Growth Corridor 
of Tanzania (Sagcot), Geoffrey 
Kirenga, attributed the rise to 
farmers’ willingness to embrace 
change, education, use modern 
tools,  better varieties and keen 
involvement of the private sec-
tor in production of the crop. 
The meeting was dubbed “Map-
induzi ya Kilimo na Umuhimu 
wa Kugawa Vitendeakazi kwa 
Maofisa Ugani Kilimo”,

“We have registered comfort-
ing results in this area… We see 

evident efficiency in production 
of the crop and now we have 9 
certified varieties of Irish pota-
toes,” he said, explaining  that 
Tanzania imports 30,000 tonnes 
of the crop annually. Sagcot has 
what are known as strategic 
partnerships in chosen farm and 
livestock products.  It has Irish 
potato, dairy and tea value chain 
partnerships.  Over two-thirds 
of the partners are private 
investors.  The rest are active 
farmers.

Kirenga applauded the gov-
ernment action of providing 
motor cycles and other facili-
ties to farm extension officers, 
explaining the cadre is vital and  
it is a dependable one in the na-
tional effort to institute radical 
reforms in Tanzania’s farming.

He also explained that Sag-
cot’s partners have done a 
wonderful job in promoting 
avocado production. “When 
we ventured into this area, we 
found our smallholder earn-

ing a mere 250/- per a debe (a 
20-litre aluminium container). 
We engaged our partners on 
the issue. One of them started 
a company --- the Tanzanice. 
The price of a debe rose from 
250/- to 800/-. As I am talking 
now our smallholder is earn-
ing 2,000/- per kilogramme,” 
he reported, emphasising the 
importance of extension ser-
vices to farmers, setting aside 
land for huge farms  and in-
creasing   private sector’s  in-

volvement in Tanzania’s farm-
ing.

Kirenga also said Sagcot 
targets to mobilise private in-
vestors to put into farming 
2.1 billion US dollars by 2030, 
focusing on value addition, 
processing and transporta-
tion, with special emphasis on 
ensuring farmers’ crops reach 
markets. So far, he reported, 
1.2 billion US dollars have been 
invested in tea, dairy, chick 
and animal feed production.

He also said another impor-
tant area to focus on is to en-
sure Tanzania does not import 
foodstuffs including wheat, 
sugar, edible oil and barley.  
This is possible because, he 
said, the government is work-
ing seriously on opinions and 
suggestion it receives from 
outside.  “The government has 
played its part.  What remains 
is to see agriculture stakehold-
ers also playing their part,” he 
told the meeting.

Dodoma district commissioner Jabiri Shekimweri speaks during the iftar organised by   Dodoma general muslim association (DGMA) on Monday. Photo: Correspon-
dent Ibrahim Joseph
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‘The Royal Tour’ has Tanzania in tourism
world stage - but more work must follow

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu Has-
san has finally launched the much 
awaited film, The Royal Tour, in a 
glittering ceremony in downtown 
New York, the commercial capital 
of the United States. The reach of 
that enterprise and the breadth of 
stakeholders it will touch bespeak 
of the strategic importance given 
to the show by the hands-on presi-
dent, who realized early that her 
intense participation in the promo-
tional documentary would make a 
vast difference. It will, but it needs 
more work to avoid underperform-
ing in the market when it starts to 
attract the tourism and investment 
stakeholders in the US and farther 
beyond.

Going through what was being 
said by leading administrators 
in the tourism and investment 
spheres, it is evident that plenty is 
expected from the launching of 

The Royal Tour, which is a mat-
ter of projection rather than cut 
out and done with. While most of 
it is likely to be true, we need to ask 
ourselves issues of sustainability 
of the promotional impact, as we 
must admit the spread and variety 
of Tanzania’s attraction was well 
known, but the numbers weren’t 
climbing fast enough. 

The film reiterates the message 
as to what is available here, and 
similarly indicates that authorities 
here are more concerned with our 
image.

Yet that doesn’t say we have artic-
ulated what we lacked earlier that 
could have pulled up the numbers, 
and ‘The Royal Tour’ makes the is-
sue of addressing these lacunae 
more urgent, so that the spirit of 
‘trying’ or waking up to the breadth 
of scenarios and opportunities that 
is taking effort.  

Why was it that Tanzanian tour-
ism could not catch up for all these 

years, and what is it that makes us 
think that in the aftermath of the 
film things are going to be not just 
better but explosively so? There 
are other issues in promoting tour-
ism and making the flow of num-
bers sustainable, not just telling the 
world ‘what there is.’

One way is to broaden the par-
ticipation of stakeholders in man-
aging the tourism sector, leaving 
only the regulatory aspect in the 
hands of government agencies. At 
the moment each national park 
simply has civil servants to run its 
activities, so they only add to the 
list of the northern circuit, and no 
stakeholders can be found say for 
Mikumi National Park as different 
from the Serengeti, where an event 
can be organised say in Australia 
about the park or about Udzungwa 
for that matter. The Royal Tour 
must also be a moment for a shift 
in ideas on managing tourism at-
tractions, so that real stakeholders 
for each of them can make a dif-
ference. Collective managing of 22 
national parks ends in displaying 
pictures or videos, not promotion.

Whether or not other countries 
did the same thing in order to 
boost their numbers isn’t at issue 
because they never disrupted their 
relations with the metropolitan 
sources of initial stakeholders. Bi-
ographers for instance say Unit-
ed Kingdom supermodel Naomi 
Campbell always spent her sum-
mer holidays on the beaches of the 
Kenyan coastline, while the famous 
film ‘Out of Africa’ was shot in up-
country districts of that country in 
the previous decades. 

Such events and word of mouth 
testimony count a lot in sustain-
able promotion and attracting 
more visitors, thus having foreign 
stakeholders managing attractions 
is relevant.

Creativity avenues still widening,
despite structural unemployment

INDUSTRIAL economy is firstly a 
story of creativity and innovation, 
so innovation is treasured around 
the world as essential to the pride 
of a country’s scientific and cultural 
life. For that reason every year on 
April 21st, the World Creativity and 
Innovation Day is marked world-
wide since 2017, to raise awareness 
on the role of creativity and innova-
tion in all aspects of human develop-
ment. Organizing competition fits in 
squarely. This is what took place at 
Arusha Technical College early this 
week, adding to other events.

Innovation is thus a continuation 
of the work of classical Italian paint-
er and scientist, Leonardo da Vinci..

The latest event in Arusha arose 
from cooperation between Hanze 
University in the Netherlands and 
the college, where the theme of the 
international day was translated into 
reality, that is, creativity defined as 
turning new ideas into devices or 
methods of solving problems, which 
is technological innovation, but 
there is also artistic creativity where 
an artist might have a picture in their 
mind of something they want to 
paint. 

 By looking into the work of others, 
fed by cultural images where one 
lives, distinctive ideas come to mind 
which reflect the situations of their 
creators, just as in the case of novel-
ists or playwrights, etc.

The world day of creativity brings 
together youths and children to 
think of how to use a variety of tools, 
colours and materials to turn their 
ideas into something to show to oth-
ers, bring it to life. Basically creativ-
ity has to do with solving problems 
but at times, in artistic creativity for 
instance, it is a moment to depict a 
problem, a situation where faint im-
pressions get life form as art. This in 
turn frees those who were wonder-

ing on the issue; by identifying with 
a play, a song or novel they express 
themselves as well. 

That is why works of art or creativ-
ity aren’t celebrated merely as the 
work of this or that artist but really 
as the product of a community, in 
the sense that the work is not detach-
able from its environment; hence 
people look at it and see themselves 
in a social mirror. If it speaks about 
evil in society or expresses acute 
drawbacks in a vivid manner, the 
writer or artist may risk persecution 
for then it delegitimises those who 
hold political office, administering 
over what is not acceptable, so to 
speak. These strains of sentiment or 
passion are essential to the fabric of 
national life; great moments to cel-
ebrate or to weep punctuate reality.

Experts set out four stages of crea-
tivity, namely preparation, which is 
just mental scan of information or 
materials one meets in ordinary life. 

There is a sort of incubation where 
some of the materials or a pointer to 
something hatches, like a seed that 
enters into the warm soil of the brain 
and starts to germinate as an innova-
tion or art idea. 

While illumination is taken as the 
third step, actually there is illumina-
tion before the mind starts incubat-
ing such idea, as what is pursued 
in incubation is already contained 
within it, so the solution to a prob-
lem, or the solution of how to dem-
onstrate a problem in art or other 
imagery sets the stage for an idea. 
But when the budding innovator 
dwells on the matter, it takes form a 
definite solution, in which case the 
final stage, verification, can be taken 
for granted. It may attract disputes, 
but only because it is visible as a 
work of art, an actual idea improv-
ing public knowledge on what it ad-
dresses.

Genocide perpetrators 
must be brought to book
 By Alice Wairimu Nderitu

Let’s learn from the past and protect all 
populations from atrocities -- Internation-
al Day of Reflection on the 1994 Genocide 
against the Tutsi in Rwanda, 7 April 2022

Last year, I visited Rwanda as United Na-
tions Special Adviser of the Secretary-General 
on the Prevention of Genocide, to honour and 
pay respect to the victims and survivors of 
the genocide against the Tutsi in Rwanda. My 
visit was also aimed at contributing to advanc-
ing national reconciliation and trust-building 
efforts across the country, including by sup-
porting initiatives at the local and community 
level.

This year as we mark, the anniversary and 
the beginning of the mourning period, Kwibu-
ka, I remember too that Rwanda is a country 
of historical significance to my office. The 
mandate of my office was created largely be-
cause of the failures of the United Nations and 
the international community to prevent and 
respond to the genocide against the Tutsi in 
Rwanda in 1994 and the Srebrenica genocide 
in 1995.

Secretary-General Antonio Guterres often 
states that acknowledging the past is a vital 
step towards rebuilding trust, and that recon-
ciliation means rejecting denial of genocide 
and war crimes and of any effort to glorify 
convicted war criminals. It also means recog-
nizing the suffering of all victims and not at-
tributing collective guilt.

The International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda (ICTR) determined conclusively that 
a genocide was committed against the Tutsi 
in Rwanda. This constitutes an important step 
towards re-establishing peace and security in 
Rwanda and promoting reconciliation among 
Rwandans.

I came to Rwanda from an earlier visit to 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, where another geno-
cide, the Srebrenica Genocide happened. My 
visit to Bosnia and Herzegovina was due to 
growing concerns around persistent patterns 
of denial of the crime of genocide, crimes 
against humanity and war crimes, glorifica-
tion of war criminals, hate speech, and rheto-
ric of division.

There is a pattern to denial of not just the 
Srebrenica Genocide, but also the Rwandan 
Genocide against the Tutsi, and the Holo-
caust. Those who deny these atrocities also 
celebrate the criminals who committed these 
atrocity crimes. The arguments for denying 
all three of these most tragic of human expe-
riences, genocide - the crime of crimes - are 
similar and without merit. The deniers ignore 
historical facts and judicial decisions.

Yet justice continues to be done. In Germa-
ny, a man in his 90s was recently found guilty 
of complicity in more than 5,200 murders 
during the Holocaust. A 96-year-old woman, 
who prosecutors say worked as a secretary 
to the commandant of a concentration camp, 
will face trial for alleged complicity in the kill-
ings of more than 11,000 people; a 100-year-

old man who allegedly served as 
a guard at a Nazi concentration 
camp will stand trial for alleged 
complicity in the killings of more 
than 3,500 people. Ratko Mladic, 
the former Bosnian Serb com-
mander, lost his appeal before 
the UN International Residual 
Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals 
(UNIRMCT) on the convictions for 
genocide, war crimes, and crimes 
against humanity as well as his 
sentence of life imprisonment. 
An alleged financier of the Rwan-
dan genocide against the Tutsi, 
Felicien Kabuga who is in his 80s, 
was arrested and is facing trial af-
ter more than 20 years on the run.

Genocide denial
The denial of genocide is an af-

front to the victims. It aims to deny 
the right of remembrance to those 
who died. I consider it important 
to take specific steps and a struc-
tured approach to prevent geno-
cide. This includes promotion of 
education and remembrance as 
key tools against denial of past 
crimes, criminal accountability 
and adjudication of criminal alle-
gations, trust building and recon-
ciliation.

We must teach each new gen-
eration that genocide signifies a 
coordinated plan of action de-
fined in the 1948 Convention on 
the Prevention and Punishment of 
the Crime of Genocide as intent to 

destroy, in whole or in part, a na-
tional, ethnical, racial, or religious 
group.

We must never forget the vic-
tims and we must never forget 
the crime of genocide against the 
Tutsi in Rwanda. Twenty-eight 
years after the genocide, signifi-
cant steps towards justice and ac-
countability for past crimes have 
been achieved in Rwandan courts 
and before the ICTR, but more re-
mains to be done.

As is common knowledge, 
many indicted people are still at 
large, with some reportedly living 
“normal lives” without fear of be-
ing brought to justice in Member 
States of the UN. Undoubtedly, 
this impunity undermines what 
my office stands for. As the Under-
Secretary-General for the Preven-
tion of Genocide, it is incumbent 
on my Office to join hands with all 
parties seeking accountability for 
perpetrators of atrocity crimes as 
well as to help provide a strong de-
terrence to would-be perpetrators 
of atrocity crimes.

It is important that all UN mem-
ber states extend cooperation 
to the Office of the Prosecutor of 
the IRMCT and Rwanda Judiciary 
to apprehend and bring to jus-
tice genocide perpetrators and 
fugitives living in their territories 
while acknowledging the good ef-
forts of the Member States who 
have done so.

On transitional justice, the 
world has learnt a lot from the role 
locally led initiatives such as the 
Gacaca courts played and contrib-
uted, not only to hold accountable 
low-level perpetrators, but also in 
promoting truth and reconcilia-
tion in Rwanda.

Accountability for atrocity 
crimes is important to obtain jus-
tice for the victims and rebuild 
public trust in justice and security 
institutions; prevent future crimes 
and through transitional justice, 
promote reconciliation and con-
tribute to sustainable peace.

As the UN system-wide Focal 
Point on the implementation of the 
UN Strategy and Plan of Action on 
Hate Speech, my office shall work 
with Rwanda and other countries, 
which have experienced genocide 
or face the risk of commission of 
that crime to combat hate speech.

It is critically important to con-
tinue working to raise awareness 
about the lessons of the past to 
protect all populations from the 
crime of genocide and other atroc-
ities. It is not until we achieve this 
objective that we can ensure that 
everyone lives in peace and dig-
nity everywhere.

Ms. Alice Wairimu Nderitu is 
Under-Secretary-General and 
the United Nations Special Ad-
viser of the Secretary-General 
on the Prevention of Genocide
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F
rom the lowest depths of the oceans, to the diz-
zying heights of the troposphere, plastic is now 
everywhere.

Scientists have found microscopic fragments of the ma-
terial in the waters of the Mariana Trench in the Pacific 
Ocean and even in the air at the Pic du Midi Observatory in 
the French Pyrenees－known as a "clean station "because of 
its relative isolation from the world's pollutants.

There are an estimated 5 trillion pieces of plastic in the 
oceans, and the material is detectable throughout the food 
chain, from where it finds its way into humans' blood-
streams and organs.

The innumerable uses of plastic and the sheer volume in 
which it is produced have served to overwhelm voluntary 
pacts and agreements aimed at regulating the material.

As a result, the UN's decision to negotiate a global treaty 
on plastics is viewed as a historic and timely move.

At the latest UN Environment Assembly, or UNEA, in Nai-
robi, Kenya, earlier this year, nearly 200 nations agreed to 
negotiate over the next two years an internationally bind-
ing agreement to address the plastics crisis. The scope of 
the proposed treaty is far reaching, addressing not just ma-
rine and environmental considerations, but all aspects of 
the plastic life cycle. 

The treaty will potentially involve limits on the produc-
tion of virgin plastics, as leaders agreed that reuse and re-
cycling will not be sufficient to stem the tide of pollution 
from plastics or reduce the carbon footprint from manu-
facturing the material, which involves fossil fuels.

Eirik Lindebjerg, global plastic policy manager at WWF 
International, said: "UNEA's decision was a historic turning 
point. It's a reflection that the patchwork of national and 
regional initiatives we currently have－which are mostly 
voluntary－aren't adequate to effectively and efficiently 
tackle the problem of plastic pollution."

Peter Thomson, the UN secretary-general's special en-
voy for the ocean, drew comparisons between the treaty 
and two other major international agreements－the 1987 
Montreal Protocol to protect the ozone layer and the 2015 
Paris Agreement on climate change.

During a recent panel discussion organized by the cam-
paign group A Plastic Planet, Thomson said of the assem-
bly in Nairobi, "It was a moment we realized that multilat-
eralism works, that we can do the right thing as member 
states." 

Leaders have until 2024 to negotiate various aspects of 
the treaty, including making key decisions on which ele-
ments of the pact will be legally binding. It is a short time 
by the standards of the UN, which took four years to ne-
gotiate the framework of the Paris Agreement, and seven 
years to finalize the so-called rulebook for the treaty after 
its adoption in 2015.

Within this two-year period, opinions will differ on what 
constitutes an effective plastics plan. There will also be ef-
forts to water down the treaty from stakeholders with an 
interest in maintaining the status quo.

Graham Forbes, plastics project lead at Greenpeace USA, 
said, "We expect the fossil fuel industry to continue efforts 
to undermine progress by focusing on recycling, and we 
will be there with our allies to ensure a truly circular, full 
life cycle approach is taken." 

Christina Dixon, deputy campaign lead for oceans at the 

Huge challenge looms to achieve pact on plastics

Environmental Investigation Agency, said some fossil fuel 
companies view plastics as a "plan B". In Europe, about 6 
percent of oil and gas is used to make plastics, but this pro-
portion is expected to grow now that alternatives for pow-
er and transportation free of fossil fuels are on the rise.

Producing plastic is energy intensive and includes the 
use of fossil fuels. When incinerated, the material releases 
greenhouse gases back into the atmosphere.

In the United States, a recent study by the University of 
California found that across their life cycle, plastics con-
tribute 3.8 percent of global emissions. If the plastics in-
dustry were a country, it would be the fifth-largest emitter. 
Demand is expected to rise by about 4 percent annually, 
meaning that by 2050 greenhouse gases from plastics will 
account for 15 percent of global emissions.

Dixon said: "The oil and gas industry will not be par-
ticularly thrilled to have caps or phasing down on virgin 
plastic production. There's a lot of data to substantiate that 
the growth of the plastics industry is part of their business 
model."

Some fossil fuel industry players lobbied for a less ex-
pansive treaty ahead of the Nairobi assembly. The Ameri-
can Chemistry Council, a trade association that represents 
oil energy companies, including Shell and ExxonMobil, 
voiced support for an alternate and more limited treaty 
focused mainly on marine pollution and recycling.

Dixon said that for the treaty to be a success, active sup-
port will be needed from the world's largest plastics pro-
ducers, which include China and the US.

She added, "National legislation in China has been quite 
progressive when it comes to plastics－for example, the 

banning of imports of plastic, and setting requirements for 
agricultural plastics." 

In 2018, China halted imports of plastic waste on envi-
ronmental grounds, and the following year the country 
drafted new rules to control rural and agricultural pollu-
tion from plastics. In September, China published a five-
year plan to tackle pollution

"It is interesting to see these policies happening domes-
tically, which might shape opinion on international poli-
cy," Dixon said.  Forbes, from Greenpeace, said nations and 
businesses must step up and take action while the treaty is 
being negotiated over the next two years.

"In the interim, governments around the world must im-
plement national policies that push big brands to phase 
out single-use plastic," he said.

Last year, the European Union introduced legislation 
to phase out single-use plastics, starting with 10 common 
products, including cotton bud sticks, drinking straws 
and cutlery. Meanwhile, more than 250 companies have 
signed a pledge to eradicate plastic waste from packaging 
by 20.25. Consumer products giant Unilever has promised 
to halve its use of virgin plastics by 2025 and reduce plastic 
used in packaging by 100,000 metric tons on 2018 levels. 
The company has also joined forces with Alibaba Group to 
launch a large-scale closed-loop plastic recycling system in 
China called Waste Free World.

Ed Shepherd, senior global sustainability manager at 
Unilever, said, "Despite ambitious goals, innovation and 
significant investment, the (plastics) problem is actually 
getting worse.

"It's become clear that this problem is systemic and 

fundamentally entrenched in the global economy. We've 
reached the point where we need a common framework 
that recognizes the true scale of this issue and the global 
nature of complex value chains." 

Shepherd said redesigning packaging to use less, better 
or no plastic at all will require cutting-edge science, tech-
nology and innovation.

"A treaty that reduces virgin plastic production will cre-
ate the right conditions to accelerate growth in new busi-
ness models," he added.

Nations criticized
The proposed treaty will also attempt to improve waste 

management for plastics, encouraging nations to increase 
domestic capacity for recycling and waste-to-energy 
plants, and to reduce exports of plastic waste.

European nations have again come under fire in recent 
weeks over their plastic waste export strategies after a 
Greenpeace investigation uncovered the illegal dumping 
and burning of foreign waste in Turkey.

Following the Chinese ban on plastic waste imports in 
2018, Turkey emerged as a leading destination for plastic 
waste exports from several European countries, including 
the United Kingdom and Germany.

Greenpeace reported that Turkey is struggling to deal 
with a dramatic increase in shipped plastic waste which 
has led to irreversible environmental damage, according to 
the organization.

Soil analysis at five sites in Turkey found more than 60 toxic 
chemicals. At one site, levels of dioxins and furans, which can 
cause a range of health problems, were found to be 400,000 
times higher than at a control site, the highest-ever level re-
ported in Turkish soil. Supermarket packaging indicated that 
some of the mismanaged waste at these sites originated from 
the UK.

The Greenpeace investigation prompted the UK Depart-
ment for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, or DEFRA, to 
hold an evidence session late last month, which looked into 
UK waste export practices.

Before imposing an import ban on environmental grounds, 
China was the main destination for plastic waste exports from 
Europe, accounting for 80 percent of such shipments. After 
the ban was introduced, numerous shipments were redi-
rected to Southeast Asia, prompting several countries in the 
region to tighten import regulations.

The European Union recently outlawed exports of many 
plastic waste materials to non-members of the Organization 
for Economic Co-operation and Development, or OECD, and 
the UK has faced pressure to follow suit.

The fallout has meant that Turkey, a member of the OECD, 
is now the leading destination for European plastic waste, 
which has risen almost 200 fold on 2004 levels, according to 
Eurostat, the EU's statistical office.

At the recent evidence session, waste industry leaders 
urged DEFRA to consider a total ban on plastic waste exports, 
and not just limit exports to OECD nations.

Forbes said environmental damage from the plastic waste 
trade highlights the need for the UN treaty.

"The plastic crisis is a global crisis, because plastic supply 
chains are global and because pollution crosses interna-
tional borders via the waste trade and the ocean," he said.

"That's why we welcome this development and we will 
incessantly push for the adoption of a plastics treaty that 
matches the scale of the crisis."

Nairobi

D
espite an abundance of fisheries 
reserves along Kwale County’s lush 
coastline located on the south coast 
of Kenya, fishers can no longer cast a 

net just past the coral reef and expect an abun-
dant crab or prawn harvest.

Fishing is the community bedrock accounting 
for at least 80 percent of the economy, and Mwa-
namvua Kassim Zara, a local fish trader, tells IPS 
fish stock has declined significantly.

Fish prices are at an all-time high, especially 
for Dagaa, a tiny silverfish and a household sta-
ple food in Vanga Bay Village. Vanga bay is one 
of 40 boat landing sites in the coastal Kwale 
County.

“I buy a bucket of fish from the fishermen at 
40 to 45 dollars, up from 20 to 25 dollars. The 
high prices are then transferred to our custom-
ers who buy one kilogram of boiled, dried, and 
salted fish at 3 dollars up from 2 (dollars),” she 
says.

Experts say these are effects of climate change 
driven and accelerated by human activity, and 
the community is feeling the heat.

“The community’s attempts to diversify into 
maize and rice farming have been unsuccess-
ful because of very high tides from the Indian 
Ocean and consequent flooding of adjacent 
paths and rice farms. Another effect of climate 
change,” says Richard Mwangi from Kenya For-
est Services.

More than twenty years ago, this was not 
the case. The community’s first line of defence 
against Indian Ocean related catastrophes was 
intact due to an expansive Vanga Forest span-
ning over 4,428 hectares, approximately 10,900 
acres.

Since then, approximately 18 hectares of man-
groves have been lost every year for over 25 
years due to over-harvesting of mangroves for 
fuel and cheap building material, according to 
the Kenya Forest Service.

“Despite a decline in fish population and scar-
city in certain fish species, Vanga is still reliant 

Kenyan community project saving forests and livelihoods
nated a large energy-saving stove for communal use.

Mwangi says wood fuel is similarly central to domestic life in Africa, es-
pecially in sub-Saharan Africa. He stresses that, as the Vanga community 
has discovered, current wood energy systems are not sustainable and are 
a major threat to livelihoods.

According to the Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR), 
more than 63 percent of people in Africa have no alternative to wood, 
relying on wood fuel as their primary energy source. Approximately 90 
percent of wood extraction in Africa is used for fuel.

The International Energy Agency’s regional energy outlook warns that 
wood fuel will remain central to Africa’s future as the primary energy 
source because cleaner alternatives or sustainable fuels remain out of 
reach.

Dr Julius Ecuru, Manager at BioInnovate Africa at the International Cen-
tre of Insect Physiology and Ecology (ICIPE), tells IPS that sustainable fuel 
is fuel obtained from biologically based feedstock such as wood, crops 
like sorghum and sugar cane, or algae, as well as other agricultural waste.

“We can use this feedstock also to produce fuel that has the same chemi-
cal composition and quality as the fossil fuel used in jet engines or aero-
planes. If used in this way for jet engines, we refer to it as sustainable 
aviation fuel. With respect to cooking fuel for household use, sustainable 
fuels can be prepared or blended in specific ways, but this is yet to gain 
traction,” he explains.

“Meanwhile, regarding natural wood or wood fuel, households and com-
munities can be encouraged to plant fast-growing or maturing trees, like 
the Grevilia tree, which has multiple uses. Its regularly pruned branches 
can, for example, be used as firewood. It also has good soil conserving 
properties.”

Research by the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) finds 
that, like the Vanga Forest, Miombo Woodland, an African dryland forest 
ecosystem, is similarly at risk of over-harvesting and destruction of liveli-
hoods.

The forest covers an estimated 2.7 million square kilometres in the 
south-central part of the continent. It is Africa’s most extensive tropical 
woodland, forming a broad ecoregion belt across countries such as Ango-
la, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Malawi, Mozambique, Tanzania, 
Zambia, and Zimbabwe.

FAO says the magnificent ecoregion belt provides an important source 
of resilience for an estimated 100 million rural poor and 50 million urban 
community.

Experts such as Mwangi warn the woodlands are under threat from con-
version into smallholder agriculture, livestock keeping, charcoal produc-
tion and logging.

He stresses that urbanization will only increase the threat due to an 
over-reliance on charcoal as the primary energy source for urban house-
holds.						                                IPS

on fishing, and small-scale fish traders solely use 
wood fuel to boil dagaa for sale. At least 87 per-
cent of households in this community rely on man-
grove wood for energy,” Mwangi tells IPS.

Destruction of the forest has significantly com-
promised Vanga Bay’s Ocean ecosystems, says Pro-
fessor Jacinta Kimiti of South Eastern Kenya Uni-
versity’s School of Environment, Water & Natural 
Resources.

“Coastal ecosystems are extremely important in 
capturing carbon emissions and supporting liveli-
hoods such as fishing and tourism. Importantly, 
mangrove forests are a breeding area for fish,” she 

says.
Left vulnerable and exposed to a myriad of cli-

mate change-related challenges, the community 
is taking the pressure off the mangrove forest by 
planting at least two hectares of fast-growing tree 
species to meet the community’s domestic energy 
needs. These five acres of woodlots will be used by 
three adjacent villages, Vanga, Jimbo and Kiwegu.

Zara says the community is open to more ef-
fective fish preparation technologies to protect 
mangroves because current methods rely on open 
three-stone fires that consume a lot of mangrove 
wood. She indicates that a well-wisher recently do-

A woman uses a three-stone fire. The method consumes a lot of mangrove wood, which is impacting the liveli-
hoods of the local community. By growing fast-growing trees, the pressure on the mangrove is lessened. File 
photo

In this picture taken on July 31, 2019, men drive a three-wheeler loaded with used plastic bags in Lahore. AFP
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By Raymond Suttner

I
n trying to understand the character of the 
current period, we must identify a range 
of aspects that may not be the focus of the 
headlines or the coverage of politics in the 

media. One of the features of the ANC/SACP alli-
ance that attracted me as a young academic who 
was also morally committed to remedying the in-
justices of apartheid – qualities that attracted me 
greatly – was the intellectual content of debates 
and writings in the liberation movement.

And even if the writings concerned armed strug-
gle, as was the case in the aftermath of the 1969 
ANC consultative conference in Morogoro (and 
before that in illegal publications like the African 
Communist and debates surrounding Operation 
Mayibuye and other contentious strategies in the 
ANC underground), this writing was of a very high 
standard, as can be seen in looking at some of the 
contributions of Joe Slovo and also Joe Matthews 
at the time, just before he left the ANC and the 
Communist Party.

In Joe Slovo’s writings in the African Commu-
nist, he criticised the works of Régis Debray, a fa-
mous French left intellectual who accompanied 
Che Guevara in his Bolivian campaign, but Slovo 
also analysed that campaign sympathetically and 
critically.

What is quite striking about the ANC of today 
is that it is devoid of intellectual content. I do not 
thereby mean that whatever goes on in the ANC 
political school, or in some branches that may 
conduct political education, rare as that is these 
days, that no one reads, or no one discusses ideas.

But what ideas are discussed do not really have 
a bearing on the direction that the country and 
ANC takes or does not take. This is a relatively new 
phenomenon. Prior to the 1950s, before the ANC 
was a mass organisation, it had debate, leading to 
a constitution and an “African Bill of Rights” in its 
early years, and the African Claims of 1943.

But certainly, from the 1950s onwards, there 
was considerable debate and in the Communist 
Party considerable debates before the 1950s and 
from the 1960s until the party’s involvement in 
the Zuma era from 2005 to 2006.

All the intellectual capabilities that people may 
have developed through formal education were 
fed into the debates between comrades in small 
groups or in larger meetings or in the national 
leadership of the ANC and the SACP. Ideas were 
very important.

The notion of professionally trained intellectu-
als putting their training at the service of revo-
lutionary movements is referred to by Gramsci 
as “organic intellectuals”. But he also refers to 
another process where revolutionary organisa-
tions create their own intellectuals (See Antonio 
Gramsci, Selections from the Prison Notebooks, 

ANC crisis derives not purely from indifference to the poor, but also an absence of debate
litical and material home. What they 
brought into the ANC is unclear.

Now, what is the process that these 
people went through in moving from 
the National Party or from the La-
bour Party in the Tricameral Parlia-
ment or some other collaborationist 
party? What is the process they went 
through, if any, to become ANC mem-
bers?

The ANC introduced the “floor-
crossing” process between 2002 and 
2009, whereby – despite the elec-
torate having spoken and decided 
to elect a certain percentage of the 
members of each party – it passed 
legislation which allowed a period in 
which people could change parties 
and alter the percentage vote for one 
or other party outside of an election.

Was there any debriefing and brief-
ing and training and conscientisa-
tion that followed? I mention this 
because it would be interesting 
to know what percentage of the 
ANC MPs derives from a process 
that is an ANC process (such as it 
is) and what percentage have been 
through no such process.

Now, the deideologisation of the 
ANC is not attributable purely or 
primarily to the influx of people 
who do not have an ANC back-
ground. If one were to join the 
ANC today and be a member for 10 
years, what does it mean? What is 
that ANC “background” that is ac-
quired in the present period?

Is it significantly different from 
that which was absorbed by peo-
ple who came from collaboration-
ist backgrounds into the ANC? In 
short, the road through which the 
ANC has become an organisation 
devoid of political orientation is 
one that has various roots, and we 
need to explore them because even 
if the ANC may die, and I believe it 
will, some of the people who have 
been in the ANC will want to be part 
of whatever emerges afterwards.

We must unpack what these 
qualities are, and what qualities are 
serviceable in a democratic, eman-
cipatory future – and if they’re 
not serviceable, what can be done 
with the qualities that these peo-
ple bring into the present and are 
likely to bring into the future. 

			   DM

 ANC supporters during the by-election campaign led by President Cyril Ramaphosa in Ward 6, Durban on 15 April 2021.  File photo

1971, Chapter 1) – and this happened in the ANC 
and the SACP in many cases, notably the com-
munist night schools; training during the M-Plan 
in the 1950s; in MK where commissars and oth-
ers helped raise the understanding of comrades; 
and in ANC branches at various times, leading 
to the development of homegrown intellectu-
als. (See Raymond Suttner, “The formation and 
functioning of intellectuals within the ANC-led 
liberation movement”, in Thandika Mkandawire 
(ed) African Intellectuals. CODESRIA/Zed Books. 
Dakar. London. 2005, 117-154). This process is 
also rooted in trade unions as well as some faith-
based organisations.

How eThekwini staffers tried to hijack food 
meant for rescuers of the dead and displaced

Where analysis has been needed
If one takes the unbanning of the ANC and the 

SACP, that phenomenon, that change of condi-
tions, required an understanding of what had 
happened. It was a change of the legal status of 
the ANC and the SACP, but that was not simply 
a return to 1960 where the ANC had been a le-
gal organisation, or to 1950 when the SACP had 
been a legal organisation under the name Com-
munist Party of South Africa (CPSA).

The conditions had changed over the 30 or 
40 years of illegality of the ANC and SACP re-
spectively. What had changed? the alliance had 
to ask. And how did this affect the way in which 
it had to navigate the terrain they then encoun-
tered? 

Not only had decades elapsed where the 
world had changed, but in the very moment of 
unbanning these organisations, the world was 
undergoing a tumultuous change on an inter-
national level with the gradual collapse of the 
Soviet Union and all Eastern European commu-
nist-led states.

 This created difficulties for communist-led 
states in other parts of the world who depended 
on the Soviet Union for assistance, as did Cuba 
for fuel and in several other respects.

But even inside the country there had been 
changes in the period immediately preceding 
the unbanning of the organisations. What was 
the meaning of these changes? How did the 
changes in the National Party affect the way in 
which the ANC-led liberation movement should 
relate to it?

Have we now forgotten some of the features 
of that period, now treating some who practised 
vicious oppression as kindly elderly figures? 

For example, the role of Inkatha as a war party, 
funded and trained by the SADF, attacking ANC 
and UDF members and supporters and Cosatu 
affiliates. When people elevate the late king, King 
Goodwill Zwelithini, have we forgotten the role he 
played in the apartheid era and even in the post-
apartheid era in the Ngonyama Trust, and his in-
citing xenophobic attacks, among other things? 
(See here and here by Mondli Makhanya).

When the ANC was unbanned, one of the focus-
es of some of the leading figures, including famous 
Robben Islanders like Mandela and Sisulu, was to 
isolate the apartheid regime and draw apartheid 
collaborators like the Bantustan leaders closer to 
the ANC and away from the apartheid regime.

In some ways, this emulates the approach of 
the early ANC where it sought to win over chiefs 
because the idea was that if you won over a chief, 
you brought the whole chiefdom over to the ANC. 
Likewise, the ANC tried to win over people who 
had been in the Tricameral Parliament and 
many of these became ANC MPs. Some of them 
are still ANC MPs, holding high positions.

Even when the National Party dissolved itself, 
some of its leadership figures became ministers, 
and are now ambassadors. With the demise of 
the NP, they were left with a comfortable po-

KAMPALA

Like many children, Cath-
erine Kitandwe's dream was to 
become a pilot. Along the way 
she digressed but later in her 
adult life, she found a footing in 
a profession she dreamt of.

Kitandwe is now one of the 
only two women flight instruc-
tors in Uganda, according to 
the Uganda Professional Pilots 
Association (UPPA), an um-
brella organization bringing to-
gether pilots and aeronautical 

engineers. 
Kitandwe graduated in 2018 

with a bachelor's degree in 
public health. A year after her 
studies, Kitandwe embarked on 
pursuing her childhood dream 
of flying planes. 

Her first hurdle was con-
vincing her parents to allow 
her to follow her childhood 
dream.  "It was tricky talking to 
them about this crazy dream. 
But I was determined. This is 
what I wanted. I had faith," the 
28-year-old told Xinhua in a re-

cent interview.She started ap-
plying to various schools both 
within and outside Uganda un-
til she was admitted to Vine Air 
Flight Academy, a local flight 
school.

 The admission into the 
flight school left Kitandwe's 
parents apprehensive because 
of the costs involved. Evelyn 
Kitandwe, her mother, said 
they were not sure they would 
manage to take her through 
the training. "We feared the 
heights involved, the possibil-

ity of there being accidents 
and all sorts of things," Evelyn 
Kitandwe added.

June 2020 was a memora-
ble time for Kitandwe in flight 
school. It marked the shift from 
"ground to airwoman."  "This 
was the first time I had my suc-
cessful solo flight. This is when 
I gained my weight as a pilot," 
she said. 

After getting her commercial 
pilot license in 2021, Kitandwe 
went for further training as a 
flight instructor, and in April 

2022, she graduated, joining 
Captain Esther Kyokunda, an-
other woman in the category. 

"This also called for more pas-
sion as it was more challenging. 
It was not easy switching seats 
and going up there with some-
one who has no much experi-
ence flying planes," Kitandwe 
said.

The UPPA described 
Kitandwe's graduation as a 
flight instructor as an inspira-
tion and is optimistic that many 
other women would take on the 

role. "We are happy taking on 
this role ad hope to see more la-
dies become instructors in the 
future," the association said.  
"It is not about gender but the 
skills one acquires. Nothing is 
impossible," Kitandwe said, ad-
vising more girls to follow their 
dreams. 

With the training she re-
ceived, Kitandwe said she is 
now ready to impart the same 
skills to others. Kyokunda, the 
other woman flight instructor, 
described Kitandwe as a hard-

working young woman.
 "I am happy she became an 

instructor. She has all the quali-
ties of a good mentor," Kyokun-
da said. "She is a good role 
model and other girls should 
learn from her." Kyokunda ad-
vised other girls to join them in 
the cockpit. 

"Let them know that it is pos-
sible for them to become pilots 
and even instructors. Today we 
are two female instructors, we 
want to be three or even more 
tomorrow." 

Ugandan flight instructor inspires girls into male-dominated field
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By Guardian Reporter

THE Tanzania Agricultural Re-
search Institute (TARI) Kibaha has 
officially released two new sweet 
potato varieties which are suitable 
for mid altitude and warm semi-arid 
agro ecology after all required veri-
fication procedures have been con-
ducted. 

TARI Kibaha participated in the 
official introduction and field sur-
vey evaluation of the five elite sweet 
potatoes varieties from Japan, these 
include tamayutaka, koganesengan, 
annouimo, izumi 13 and taihaku. 

These varieties were in advances 
yield trials for seasons, and the best 
performing varieties were the tam-
ayutaka and the koganesengan. The 
two varieties were proposed for 
evaluation in National Performance 
Trials (NPT) by the Tanzania Official 
Seed Certification Institute (TOSCI), 
and as a result, the two varieties 
tamayutaka (TARI SP7) and kogane-
sesengan (TARI SP8) are officially re-
leased by variety release committee 
under TOSCI for multiplication and 
use by the public.

The verification process was sup-
ported by the Japan International 
Cooperation Agency ( JICA), in col-

laboration with the two Japanese 
companies—the Terunuma Co. Ltd. 
formerly known as Terunuma Katsu-
ichi Shoten Co.Ltd,  from Japan, and 
the Matoborwa Co. Ltd. based in Do-
doma, through JICA’s survey scheme 
“verification survey with the private 
sector for disseminating Japanese 
technologies” which aim at demon-
strating Japanese technologies’ effec-
tiveness in improving specific devel-
opment challenges. 

The three years’JICA survey pro-
jects from 2017 to 2020 have verified 
the effectiveness of the said Japanese 
sweet potato varieties, the efficient 
cultivation techniques for sweet po-
tato production, and the scarification 
methodologies of sweet potatoes 
through storage. All of those can con-
tribute to increasing and stabilizing 
farmers’ income, building new food 
processing business, and creating 
employment in Tanzania.

The target area of the said sur-
vey was Dodoma, and its main ben-
eficiaries were sweet potato farmers 
and processors.

By using the two new sweet potato 
varieties and adopting new culti-
vation methods from Japan, farm-
ers willbe able to produce sweet 
potatoes with the higher market 

TARI, JICA gain farmers’ hearts for  release of New Japanese sweet potato varieties 

value. Sweet potatoes’ scarification 
technology will also add value for 
processors. These activities are ul-
timately expected to increase and 

stabilize farmers’ income.
The said Dodoma-based food pro-

cessing company, Matoborwa, will 
utilize these tamayutaka (TARI SP7)

and the koganesesengan (TARI SP8) 
in order to produce even more tasty 
dried sweet potatoes—matoborwa 
(in Sukuma language).

By Guardian Correspondent, Musoma

BARRICK Gold Corporation–Barrick’s North Mara and 
Bulyanhulu mines have donated Point of Care (POC) sys-
tems to two regional hospitals as part of a support program 
to assist the country in combating and containing Covid-19 
and other infectious diseases.

At a handover ceremony at the Musoma referral hospital, 
mine general manager Apolinary Lyambiko presented the 
donation to the Mara Regional Commissioner, Ally Happi.

The instrument-based isothermal systems will be used 
for the qualitative detection of multiple infectious diseases 
such as the novel coronavirus, mycobacterium tubercu-
losis complex, mycoplasma pneumonia, herpes simplex 
virus, influenza and human papillomavirus infection, to 
name a few.

Resident doctor at the North Mara mine Dr Nicholas 
Mboya noted that detection can be made through a wide 
range of sample types, namely nasal swab, throat swab, sa-
liva or sputum and, depending on the condition to be as-
sessed, can produce results within between 49 and 80 min-
utes of testing. The system’s accuracy demonstrates high 
sensitivity and specificity and provides the ability to run 
four samples at once.

“We are proud to provide this special equipment to 
strengthen the medical infrastructure in the communities 
around the company’s mines,” Lyambiko said.

Barrick Gold donates high-level disease 
detection systems to regional hospitals

By Felister Peter, Dodoma

DEPUTY minister for Works and Transport 
Eng Godfrey Kasekenya has said the govern-
ment is mobilizing funds for construction of 
the 114 kilometres of road from Tabora – Mam-
bali – Bukene at tarmac level.

Speaking in the National Assembly yes-
terday when responding to Bukene Mem-
ber of Parliament Selemani Zedi (CCM), Eng 
Kasekenya said that feasibility study and de-

tailed design to establish the actual cost of the 
project was completed in the year 2020.

The government has constructed a 9.6 kil-
ometers of tarmac road from Tabora munici-
pality to Mambali, he told the lawmakers.

Zedi was concerned about a delayed pro-
ject kick off despite the fact that there was a 
budget for it. Eng Kasekenywa said: “While we 
are mobilizing funds for the project, the min-
istry through Tanzania National Roads Agency 
(Tanroads) has continued to maintain the road 

for it to be passable throughout the year.”
According to him, a total of 1.2bn/- were allo-

cated for maintaining the 114 kilometres of road 
from Tabora – Mambali – Bukene for the fiscal 
year 2021/22.

In another development, the deputy minister 
said they are coordinating with the ministry of 
Energy together with the East African Crude Oil 
Pipeline (EACOP) for construction of the Nzega – 
Itibo to Kagongwa.

The road will be used in transporting equip-

ment for construction of the crude oil pipeline 
from Hoima Uganda to Chongoleani Tanga in 
Tanzania. His statement was in response to a 
supplementary question by Zedi as he wanted to 
know government strategies to ease transporta-
tion of   heavy machines and pipes which will be 
used in the project.

“The road also provides a link to the Sojo area 
where there is a camp for construction pro-
jects, therefore it's crucial for the ministry to 
make proper coordination to ensure this road 

is constructed to meet the required standard,” 
said Zedi.

 “This road is crucial in facilitating execu-
tion of the EACOP project. Right now it is in-
capable of carrying a heavy load of pipes to be 
used in the construction, the government will 
do the needful to make it fit for the project,” 
deputy minister said, adding: “We are coordi-
nating with the ministry of Energy and EACOP 
to ensure that this road is being constructed 
and facilitate project execution”.

Tabora – Mambali – Bukene road to  be built at tarmac level, govt assures

By Guardian Correspondent, Katavi

KATAVI Regional Commissioner 
Mwanamvua Mrindoko has called 
on all District Commissioners 
through the prices committees to 
take stern measures to traders of 
food crops who wanton hike pric-
es.

Mrindoko made the remarks 
here yesterday at a meeting of 
farming stakeholders that involved 
officials from the government, var-
ious institutions, farmers, herders 
and traders. 

The RC said prices for crops 
grown in the Region are not sup-
posed to be raised in order to en-
able the people to purchase the 
goods for the region’s develop-
ment.  

Mrindoko further said price hik-
ing is endangering the Region’s se-
curity the issue thee government 
will never accept at all.

"We should also store our food 
despite statistics showing better 
harvests this season, but individu-
ally the people should sure the 
food to ensure enough food for at 
least two seasons,” she added.

She said better harvests for food 
crops are expected in this season, 
as the Region anticipated to har-
vest more than one million tonnes 
of food crops, adding that some of 
which have already started to be 
harvested.

However, the RC stressed on the 
production of crops yielding edible 
oil and called farmers to grow sun-
flower to reduce the country’s im-
ports of edible oil.

Chairman the Traders Associa-
tion in Katavi Region, Amani Ma-
hela said if the government does 
not want the prices to rise, then it 
should provide farmers with sub-
sidy due to high production costs, 
including fertilisers and other farm 
inputs. 

Tanganyika District Council chair-
man, Hamad Mapengo appealed 
to the government to increase the 
number of extension officers so as 
to do away with traditional farm-
ing practices as is for now. 

RC calls upon 
stern measures 
against food  
crops price hike

Tamayutaka (TARI SP7) at contract farmer's field

By Guardian Correspondent, Bariadi

SIMIYU Regional Commissioner 
David Kafulila has called on defence 
and security organs to beef up secu-
rity in mining areas as Police in Bari-
adi District in the region arrest three 
people for smuggling 10 gms of gold 
from Duta Gold Mine. 

RC Kafulila has called on the Min-
erals Department to collaborate 
with Defence and security organs 
to conduct special operations in 
all the region’s mining areas and 
arrest those engaged in the smug-
gling of minerals.

Kafulila made the remarks yes-
terday when addressing members 
of the police and reporters at Bari-
adi Police Station here soon after 
interrogation of the arrested gold 
smuggling suspects.

“I know you are just being used, 
there are people behind you, if you 
disclose them you will be treated 
leniently, but if you don’t you will 
have to sacrifice yourselves…. just 
disclose those you are working 

for,” RC Kafulila said and added 
directed the security organs to 
conduct special inspections in all 
mining areas in the region.

He added: “We want the ones ar-
rested to see the true colours of 

President Samia Suluhu Hassan, ar-
rest all those engaged in this crime, 
we cannot allow such things to hap-
pen before your eyes.”

For his part, Simiyu Regional Min-
erals Officer Eng Amini Msuya said 

they seized 1.4 grams of raw gold 
and we could not know its destina-
tion, but reports gathered said the 
gold was on its way to neighbouring 
Kenya.

He said they were collaborating 

with security organs in the inves-
tigations on the suspects to iden-
tify the smuggling network so as to 
break it.

“We are also educating gold deal-
ers through various sittings to take 
the gold to the gold markets,” he 
added. 

Acting Simiyu Regional Police 
Commander Shadrack Majisa said 
the police was ready to work to-
gether with defence and security 
organs to control minerals smug-
gling and pledged to beef up secu-
rity the mining areas. 

Earlier, Yunus Masuke, one of the 
gold smuggling suspect held said 
he was the supervisor of the min-
ing site and that he was arrested on 
suspicions of selling 10.4 grams to 
one Prisca Seni who has also been 
arrested. 

For his part, Gamaya Makoye, 
watchman of EMJ Mine at Duta’s 
gold mining area said he was also 
arrested after Prisca Seni when Yu-
nus Masuke and Prisca Seni were 
conducting the sale deal.

Police in Simiuyu region hold three over gold smuggling
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CLUES:  Across
1.  a person who cultivates a land 
5.  hire a land
6.  a piece of land sorrounded by 
water 
9.  an oil tanker 
10.any person 
13.Interfere 
15.a group with a strong common 
interest 
17.Estates on which crops are grown 
19.literary form of over 
20.fall behind 
21.indicates that a voice is silent 
22.single 
23.institute a legal proceedings for 
redress

 Down:
1.  the sixth day of the week 
2.  a mass meeting 
3.  reveal something 
4.  to inquire 
7.  an unimportant person 
8.  passed away 
11.Muscat is the Capital city 
12.the rubbing and kneading of 
muscles and joints 
14.identify the existence of 
15.free from dirt 
16.great size 
17.a game of Eastern origin 
18.cereal plants 
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T
he Theater of the Op-
pressed helped her become 
aware of the triple discrimi-
nation suffered by black 

women in Brazil and the means to 
confront it, such as the Rio de Janeiro 
Domestic Workers Union, which she 
has chaired since 2018.

Maria Izabel Monteiro, 55, came to 
work in Rio de Janeiro when she was 
still a teenager, from Campos dos Goi-
tacazes, a city of half a million inhab-
itants located 280 kilometers away. 
She has had jobs in commerce and 
industry, but for most of her life she 
has worked in other people’s homes.

She began by taking care of a sick 
elderly woman in Ipanema, an afflu-
ent neighborhood next to the beach 
of the same name. She replaced a 
white nurse who ate breakfast with 
the family. But she, the new black 
caregiver, did not have a place at her 
employers’ table.

Monteiro believes that all the prej-
udices of Brazilian society are con-
centrated in their most acute form 
against domestic workers, especially 
if they are black women. They suffer 
triple discrimination, for being poor 
black women.

This reality is often addressed by 
the group Marias do Brasil, created 
by domestic workers, which adopted 
the techniques of the Theater of the 
Oppressed, a method created by Bra-
zilian playwright Augusto Boal (1931-
2009), which turns spectators into 
actors to act out everyday situations 
and raise awareness.

“It’s pedagogical theater, not thera-
peutic,” said the trade unionist and 
actress, who works miracles to jug-
gle her weekly shift at the union, the 
theater and her work as a domestic.

Monteiro lives in Duque de Caxias, 
a town of 930,000 near Rio de Ja-
neiro, from where she spoke to IPS. It 
takes her about an hour by train and 
subway to get to the house where she 
works and to the union headquar-
ters, near the city center, and trans-
portation costs her about 10 dollars 
a day.

Sometimes she and the union di-
rectors sleep in the organization’s of-
fice to save time and the cost of trans-
portation.

The union has 2,000 registered 
members, although a smaller num-
ber are active. Even though the mem-
bers are women, the name of the 
union still uses the masculine form 
of the word “domesticos” rather than 

Black women, the most oppressed and exploited in Brazil

the largest favela or shantytown in Rio de Janeiro, which 
sits on a hill between two wealthy neighborhoods: São 
Conrado and Gávea.

A taxi driver, for example, once refused to take her 
from São Conrado to Copacabana, a middle-class neigh-
borhood known for its famous beach. “He said he didn’t 
drive that route, but he clearly expressed his prejudice 
that the poor can’t afford to use cabs,” Gomes told IPS, to 
illustrate the aporophobia – rejection of the poor – with 
which she lives on a daily basis.

Being followed around by security guards in shops or 
being denied entry to the buildings where her employers 
live, until someone talks to the doormen, are other forms 
of hostility and prejudice faced by Gomes, who currently 
works as a nanny taking care of a child three days a week.

Her neighbors in Rocinha, whose population is esti-
mated at 70,000 to 150,000, are victims of constant rac-
ist violence, “but few complain to the police,” lamented 
Gomes, who is now determined to speak out against the 
discrimination she suffers.

Racism has been a crime under Brazilian law for more 
than 70 years, but the law is almost never enforced.

However, several scandals involving black people tor-
tured and killed apparently because of their skin color, 
and anti-racist campaigns, have made more people ques-
tion the impunity surrounding racism. 

Unfair labor relations
Monteiro says labor relations are the greatest reflection 

of the oppression of black women, a lingering legacy of 
slavery, which was not abolished in Brazil until 1888.

The Consolidation of Labor Laws, approved in 1942 and 
containing many of the rights still in force today in Brazil, 
excluded domestic and rural workers, the very sectors 
where female labor is abundant.

Women account for 92 percent of domestic workers in 
Brazil, and black women account for two thirds. A total 
of 6.3 million people were employed in domestic work in 
2019, prior to the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, accord-
ing to official data from the Brazilian Institute of Geogra-
phy and Statistics.

More than two thirds of female domestic workers are 
informally employed, which facilitated massive layoffs 
during the pandemic. They lost 1.5 million jobs, accord-
ing to Hildete Pereira de Melo, a specialist in gender and 
economics and professor at the Fluminense Federal Uni-
versity, located in a city near Rio.

As a result, the overall unemployment rate in late 2021 
stood at 11.1 percent, compared to 16.8 percent for women 
and 19.8 percent for black women, according to the Inter-
Union Department of Statistics and Socioeconomic Stud-
ies.

In 1972, a new law recognized some labor rights for 
women, which were consolidated and expanded by the 
constitution adopted in 1988. But the real breakthrough 
only occurred in 2013, with the approval of a constitu-
tional amendment that established rights for domestic 
workers such as minimum wage, Christmas bonus, vaca-

tion days, maximum working day of 
eight hours and maternity leave.

In other words, they were granted 
almost the entire list of rights in ef-
fect under the labor legislation at the 
time.

But part of these conquests were 
lost in 2017, when Congress made 
labor laws more flexible, for exam-
ple making it possible to pay domes-
tic workers strictly according to the 
hours worked, under a new “inter-
mittent work” contract treating them 
as casual workers, effectively cutting 
their pay, although it did maintain 
their rights, Monteiro said. 

Harassment and violence
Her union assists many women 

workers, most frequently helping 
them report rights violations. “But 
the first part of the complaint is 
emotional, not labor-related. We of-
fer psychological support, and that’s 
where my experience in the theater 
has helped me out,” she said.

Harassment is the most frequent 
problem reported. Employers pres-
sure domestics to get them to resign, 
instead of firing them, to avoid pay-
ing greater social benefits.

“Things disappear and suspicion 
is raised about the domestic worker, 
money is left lying around in visible 
places, as a trap to accuse them of 
theft, doubts are cast on what the 
employees say, with insistent ques-
tions such as ‘are you sure?’” Mon-
teiro described.

The domestics feel unprotected, 
“they are on their own, facing their 
employers,” generally the husband 
and wife, and sometimes other fam-
ily members, she said. For this rea-
son, the union provides a lawyer and 
seeks a direct dialogue with the em-
ployers.

Black women occupy the last rung 
in terms of remuneration for work, 
in a ranking in which white men are 
first, followed by white women and 
black men. Black men earn more 
than black women, even though the 
latter have more schooling on aver-
age in Brazil, said researcher Pereira 
de Melo.

In other words, “the reward for 
education is higher for men than for 
women – inequity that rests on poli-
cies that Brazilian society should dis-
cuss,” she said.

In addition, black women account 
for 65.9 percent of the victims of 
obstetric violence and 68.8 percent 
of all women murdered by men, ac-
cording to the Patricia Galvão Insti-
tute, dedicated to feminist-oriented 
communication.

This is much higher than the black 
proportion of the Brazilian popula-
tion, which is 56 percent of the 214 
million inhabitants of this South 
American country.

Black women comprised 66 per-
cent of the 3,737 women murdered 
in 2019, according to the Atlas of 
Violence drawn up by the Brazilian 
Forum for Public Safety, a non-gov-
ernmental organization of research-
ers, police and representatives of the 
justice system.

A group of domestic workers gather at their union headquarters in Rio de Janeiro for a class on the law that sets out the 
rights and obligations of domestic work in Brazil. Learning about the law helps these women defend their rights and com-
bat the vulnerability many of them of them face in the solitude of their employers’ homes. CREDIT: Courtesy of STDRJ

the feminine “domesticas” because it was founded in 
1989 before gender-inclusive language came into use in 
Portuguese. However, the women are thinking of chang-
ing the name, as similar unions have done in other parts 
of the country. 

Racist and anti-poor violence
Roseli Gomes do Nascimento, 60, frequently suffers acts 

of racism and anti-poor discrimination living in Rocinha, 
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CAG uncovers weaknesses on DIB investments, reimbursement 

CRDB Bank boss narrates how The 
Royal Tour is good for businesses

 By Guardian Reporter

T
HE Controller Auditor Gen-
eral (CAG) has called on the 
Deposit Insurance Board 
(DIB) to follow its invest-

ment policy guidelines and find an al-
ternative way of proper disbursement 
of deposits from closed deposit taking 
banks and financial institutions.

This follows after the CAG audit 
for financial year 2020/2021 found 
that DIB did not follow its investment 
policy guidelines, while the rate of 
disbursement of funds to depositors 
from closed institutions was not satis-
factory.

Deposit Insurance Board (DIB) is 
an institution charged with protect-
ing customer deposits in banks and 
deposit taking financial institutions in 
Tanzania.

All these weaknesses have there-
fore resulted into irregularities in DIB 
funds’ investments as well as discour-
aging depositors to collect their de-
posits in case there is an institution 
closure.

On investments, according to the 
CAG audit, DIB do not follow require-
ments of section5.2 of the investment 
policy 2013, which has set guidelines 
when it comes into investing the 

board funds in both long and short 
term government debt instruments.

The 2020/20 audit shows that the 
investment guidelines require DIB 
to invest 20 percent of the fund into 
short term government debt instru-

ments (Treasury Bills) and 70 percent 
on long term government debt instru-
ments (bonds).

However, according to the audit, as 
at June 30, 2021 DIB invested 201.4bn/- 
into short term government debt in-

struments and 619.12bn/- into the 
long term instruments, of which are 
contrary with the fund’s investment 
guidelines.

The investment details shows DIB 
has invested 24 percent of its funds 

into short term government debt 
instruments, higher than required 
20 percent, while long term govern-
ment debt instruments investments 
reached 76 percent in contrary with 
required 70 percent.

“Much investment on long term 
government debt instrument is so 
dangerous to short term liquidity,” 
said CAG. “Lack of compliancy with 
the investment guidelines causes 
weaknesses in managing investments 
in contrary with the policy.”

CAG has therefore recommended 
that DIB should follow its investment 
policy to ensure that excessive invest-
ment on long term government debt 
instruments should not exceeds set 70 
percent of total investments.

On weak payment of deposits to 
customers of closed institutions, the 
CAG audit has found that it is done in 
contrary with strategic objective num-
ber 3, which requires all beneficiaries 
to be paid after 30 days of the notice of 
the institution’s closure.

The maximum reimbursement of 
the closed bank or financial institu-
tion according to DIB is 1.5m/-.

However, CAG audit shows during 
2020/2021 DIB was required to pay 
3.42bn/- to 40.718 depositors of sev-
en closed banks, but only 24.59mn/ 

were paid, which was 0.7 percent of 
the amount set for payments, while 
3.39bn/- is yet to be paid.

In order to speed up deposits dis-
bursement, on September 17, 2018 DIB 
entered into an agreement with Tan-
zania Commercial Bank (former TPB 
Bank) and disbursed 667.94mn/- for 
payments to beneficiaries, but only 
154.33mn/- or 23 percent were so far 
been paid, says CAG queries. 

The DIB discovered that there was 
low awareness among depositors on 
deposit insurance collections due to 
low public awareness on the exist-
ence of such funds, which discourages 
many people to collect their deposits 
in case the amount is small.

The CAG has therefore recommend-
ed for the DIB to ensure that it finds 
alternative ways to ensure increased 
public awareness on deposit insur-
ance payment, including publishing 
the names of depositors in the news-
papers or online to ensure smooth 
implementation of  deposits disburse-
ment.

CAG also recommended for the 
banks to ensure that they have proper 
customer information that will lead 
to smooth payment of deposits from 
DIB.

DIB officer conducts public awareness to students. DIB provides protection to depositors’ funds against loss 
arising from failure of a bank or deposit-taking financial institution PHOTO/FILE

CRDB Bank 
delegation led by 
the bank’s Group 
CEO, Abdulmajid 
Nsekela (2nd 
right) in a group 
photo with 
Citibank Senior 
Executives 
during a visit 
to Citibank’s 
Headquarters in 
New York. Nsekela 
was accompanied 
by CRDB Bank’s 
Director of 
Corporate 
Affairs, Tully 
Mwambapa (2nd 
left), the Bank’s 
Senior Manager 
for Sustainable 
Finance, Kenneth 
Kasigila(1st left), 
and Executive 
Business Liaison, 
Iman Tassama 
PHOTO/ 
COURTEST

Correspondent Geoffrey 
Nangai

EIGHT Local  listed banks on the 
Dar es Salaam Stock Exchange that 
include CRDB, NMB,DCB,Mwalimu 
Bank (MCB), Yetu Microfinance 
Bank (YETU), Maendeleo Bank 
(MBP), Mkombozi Commercial 
Bank Plc (MKCB)and Mufindi 
Community Bank Ltd (MuCoBa) 
recorded an equity turnover of 
4.4bn/- during the Q1,2022  data 
from DSE shows.

The amount is equivalent to a 
quarter of the DSE total turnover 
recorded during the quarter.

DSE bourse closed the first quar-
ter of 2022 (Q122) on a positive 
note after recording a total turno-
ver of  35.1bn/- representing a  50.6 
per cent increase  from 23.3bn/- 
that was generated during the 
same period last year.

According to DSE data, the vol-
ume of socks traded by the eight 
banks during Q1, 2022 was 31.1 
million shares with CRDB bank 
enjoying the lion’s share after trad-
ing 29.5 million shares generation 
an equity turnover of 10.1bn/- fol-
lowed by NMB that generated 
2.4bn/- after trading 1.01 million 
shares

MuCoBa was however the worst 
performer in the banking and fi-
nance sector generating an equity 
turnover of 4,000/- after trading 
only 10 shares.

Available data further revealed 
that CRDB emerged winner in 
the banking and finance sector IN 
q1,2022 after its share prices in-
creased by 37 per cent and closed 
the quarter at 385/- per share while 
the NMB share price went up 35 
per cent and closed at 2,700/- per 
share.

The DCB share price also record-
ed a 2 per cent increase during the 
quarter with its share price closing 
at 195/- per share.

The cross-listed KCB Bank share 
however slumped by four per cent 
during Q1,2022 from 920/-  880/-.

Meanwhile, total market capi-
talization at the DSE ended the 

quarter at 16.1trn/- representing a 
five percent increase from 15.3trn/- 
reported during the same period 
last year.

Domestic market capitalization 
also toppled 10.2trn- being a 10 
per cent increase from  9.2trn/- 
recorded during the same period 
last year.

The All Share Index (DSEI) how-
ever gained 87 points and closed 
the quarter with 1,936.45points 
while the Tanzania Share Index 
(TSI) added some 350 points and 
closed the quarter with3, 868.19 
points

According to the Orbit Securi-
ties Quarterly Market Report, for 
the quarter ending March 31, 2022, 
the overall activities on the bourse 
were led by foreign investors on 
both, buy and sale sides while lo-
cal investors lagged behind closely.

“Foreign investors bought a total 
of 24.1bn/ worth of shares and sold 
19.6bn/-  worth of shares while Lo-
cal investors bought shares worth 
10.7bn/-) and sold shares worth 
15.2bn/-,” the Orbit Securities re-
port said.

This means that foreigners con-
tributed 69.1 per cent on the buy 
side and 56.2 per cent on the sell 
side, while locals accounted for 
30.8 per cent on the buy side and 
43.7 on the sell side.

Meanwhile, the secondary bond 
market recorded a total face value 
turnover of 922bn/- during Q1, 
2022 with secondary market trans-
actions being mostly on premium 
prices hence the higher transac-
tion value compared to the face 
value.

The Interbank cash Market 
(IBCM) on the other hand was 
relatively inactive during Q1,2022 
with the volume traded during the 
quarter amounting to 419bn/-

According to data from the Bank 
of Tanzania (BoT) ,  the Interbank 
market during the quarter slowed 
down partly due to the accom-
modative monetary policy which 
stuffed banks with sufficient liquid 
resulting in a decline of  volume 
traded on the Interbank market.

Locally DSE  listed 
banks post 4.4bn/-
equity turnover Q1

 By Guardian Correspondent,  NEW 
YORK

CRDB Bank Plc chief executive officer 
Abdulmajid Nsekela has said The Royal 
Tour, which President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan inaugurated on Monday here, 
offers a massive economic growth for 
Tanzania.

Detailing on how the lender would 
utilize its national and international 
network to rejuvenate Tanzanian busi-
nesses, Nsekela -- who is among the re-
spective members of the business com-
munity accompanied the President, 
said the Royal Tour would boost tour-
ism arrivals and investments.

“We expect The Royal Tour will 
achieve its objectives of promoting 
Tanzania as a leading country in terms 
of tourist attractions and thus help at-
tract tourists to Tanzania…It will also 
boost trade between Tanzania and 
other countries and attract investors 
to come and invest in the country,” he 
said.

During the Royal Tour launch, CRDB 
delegation met with a senior executive 
from Citibank and Pegasus, where they 
discussed business issues that could 
benefit Tanzania.

The CRDB Bank delegation also paid 
a courtesy call to Moody’s and held a 

high-level discussion in line with mar-
ket positioning, including capacity 
building, information access, and cred-
it rating monitoring. 

The meeting with Citibank’s senior 
executives discussed key shared pri-
orities to boost and support economic 
empowerment in Small and Medium 
Enterprises, focusing on women and 
youth, digitalization, and the Blue 
Economy agenda.

“We discusses on technical assis-
tance for CRDB Bank to strengthen its 
capacity to serve the segment and meet 
rapidly growing demand. As Citibank 
is the CRDB Bank’s main dollar Cor-
respondent Bank, we also discussed 
cross-border business support for our 
soon-to-be-launched subsidiary in 
DRC,” Mr. Nsekela said.

During the meeting with executives 
from Pegasus, an American company 
that invests in sustainable and health-
related business solutions, the com-
pany expressed its willingness to enter 
the Tanzania market and looked spe-
cifically at how it can collaborate with 
CRDB Bank. 

The Royal Tour documentary – which 
was shot and filmed in Tanzania - will 
be used to market the country’s tourist 
attractions on a global scale, in the gov-
ernment’s renewed effort to boost tour-

ists after the global Covid-19 pandemic.
Following the initial launch in New 

York on April 18, the film will also be 
launched in Los Angeles on April 21, 
Dar es Salaam on April 28, and later in 
Zanzibar.

President Samia was involved in re-
cording the documentary last year as 
she traveled to various tourist attrac-
tion sites with the American-based film 
crew. 

Tanzania’s tourism sector, which was 
adversely affected by the Covid-19 pan-
demic, has been in a recovery mode, 
with the Bank of Tanzania’s figures 
showing that during the year ending 
February 2022, foreign exchange earn-
ings from the sector rose to $1.457 bil-
lion from only $645.4 million during a 
similar period last year. 

The rise was due to an 87.9 per-
cent increase in tourist arrivals which 
reached 958,173 travelers during the 
year ending February 2022.

According to Mr. Nsekela, the idea 
behind The Royal Tour – which CBS 
News Travel Editor Peter Greenberg 
prepared – was to ensure that the world 
understands Tanzania’s abundant nat-
ural resources, including its rich cul-
tural and natural heritage sites. 

“We have Tanzanite minerals found 
only in Tanzania in the whole world…

We have huge natural gas reserves, 
coal, rivers, lakes, ocean, and game re-
serves. We have over 100 tribes that co-
exist peacefully. We have a rich culture 
and tradition, natural food, and our 
history and clothes. These all form an 
economic opportunity to be utilized,” 
he said. 

He said CRDB decided to be part of 
The Royal Tour largely because the 
lender has a history of cooperating 
with the government to execute vari-
ous development projects and support 
communities in their development en-
deavors.

Nsekela hinted that CRDB Bank is 
well prepared to ensure that partici-
pants in the anticipated stimulation of 
the economy – which The Royal Tour 
will fuel - can get all their financial 
needs from the leading Bank.

Some of CRDB Bank’s services and 
products that would benefit all busi-
nesses include the use of PoS, E-com-
merce, Visa/MasterCard, UnionPay, 
and QR Code in making payments to in-
dividuals, companies, and government 
agencies. 

The Bank also avails investment & 
working capital loans for existing busi-
nesses and those that The Royal Tour 
will inspire among the many.



 By Laura Caron 

ACROSS countries in Africa, only 33 
percent of adults have an account at a 
bank or another financial institution. 
Among the women, this rate is only 27 
percent.

Financial services like accounts, 
credit cards and retirement plans al-
low people to protect their savings, 
earn interest, borrow for big expenses 
like a house or medical bills, and even 
start their own businesses. This is why 
financial inclusion is mentioned in 
eight out of 17 of the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals.

But opening and maintaining these 
kinds of accounts can be difficult when 
banks are difficult to reach. To solve 
this, some have proposed using digital 
technologies to reach the “unbanked”.

Services like mobile money, which 
allow people to use their mobile 
phones to make or receive payments, 
have become quite popular. In recent 
years, more than 157 mobile money 
operators like M-Pesa and Orange have 
taken off across the African continent.

These have become even more 
popular for contactless communica-
tion during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
In response to the pandemic and 
lockdowns, the use of mobile money 
increased more than three times in 

Rwanda. 
Many governments in sub-Saharan 

Africa waived mobile money fees and 
increased transaction limits to encour-
age use.

This means people who cannot use 
these digital services are being left be-
hind as the financial system evolves. 

My research across countries has 
found evidence for significant barri-
ers which contribute to inequalities 
in who is able to use digital financial 
services. 

These barriers include lack of access 
to a mobile phone, expensive mobile 
airtime, lack of financial literacy, and 
the infrastructure for the reliable ser-
vice needed to make financial transac-
tions.

Governments and service provid-

ers will have to remove these barriers 
before access to finance can become 
more equal.

Location matters
My research analyses data from the 

demographic and health surveys in 
2016 and covers Senegal and Tanza-
nia, as well as the Philippines and Ne-
pal. The surveys asked women wheth-
er they had a financial account and 
whether they used a mobile phone 
for financial transactions. They also 
provided the locations where survey 
respondents live.

This survey is the first to provide 
cross-country data on both use of 
traditional finance and use of digital 
financial services, along with other 
characteristics of households like 
wealth and education. I linked this 

to other databases containing the lo-
cations of infrastructure like mobile 
phone towers and physical banks to 
complete my analysis.

Using various statistical and econo-
metric methods, my research found 
that most banks and their users were 
clustered in major cities like Dakar and 
Dar es Salaam.

Inequalities were not only geograph-
ic. Use of traditional financial institu-
tions was highest among the wealthy 
and well-educated. Those in the 
wealthiest 20% of the population were 
up to 21 percentage points more likely 
to use traditional finance than those in 
the poorest 20%. They may have bet-
ter knowledge about financial matters 
or be better targeted for the products 
offered by commercial banks.

Both dimensions of inequality, by lo-
cation and by wealth or education, in-
dicate the need for new ways to reach 
remote areas and people otherwise ex-
cluded from the financial system.

Digital access
Turning from physical banks to digi-

tal banking, I found that mobile phone 
ownership was much higher than 
traditional finance use. Mobile phone 
ownership reached 61% in Senegal 
and 51% in Tanzania, while traditional 
finance usage was only 7% and 24%, re-
spectively. Mobile phones were much 

less unequal than traditional finance. 
This is why many have hoped that 

delivering financial services through 
mobile phones could be a promising 
avenue for eliminating inequality in 
access to finance.

But despite high rates of mobile 
phone ownership, I found that mobile 
network quality and mobile phone 
service were not equally spread. 

Mobile phone towers were con-
centrated in the same major cities 
as banks were. In rural areas, towers 
were spread thin and were of lower 
quality, so service might become 
poor and unreliable. Analysing data 
on mobile network download speeds 
showed that connection could be slow 
outside major cities.

In addition, perhaps because ac-
cess to these mobile networks can be 
expensive, the use of digital financial 
technologies was also concentrated 
among the wealthy and well-educated, 
just as was the case for traditional fi-
nance. Those in the wealthiest 20% of 
the population were up to 16 percent-
age points more likely to use digital fi-
nance than those in the poorest 20%.

My findings are consistent with 
other research, which has highlighted 
the spatial clustering of financial insti-
tutions. A detailed study of Senegal’s 
banking sector published by the In-

ternational Monetary Fund summed 
up a similar finding: 63% of automated 
teller machines and 64% of points of 
service for traditional financial institu-
tions in Senegal were located in Dakar.

In a 2020 survey covering Tanzania 
alone, 19% of those who did not use a 
bank said that this was because it was 
too far away. Another 37.5% said they 
did not have enough money to jus-
tify it, indicating that financial services 
were seen as costly and difficult to ac-
cess.

Others have confirmed that mobile 
phones themselves can still be very 
expensive – and, therefore, unequal. 
In Tanzania, even a basic phone costs 
one-twentieth of annual income for 
some and a smartphone can be one-
sixth of annual income. 

Then there’s the cost of network 
access. In Senegal and Tanzania, one 
gigabyte of mobile broadband costs 
10.2% and 8.7%, respectively, of aver-
age monthly income.

Other researchers have also shown 
that similar inequalities persist for 
cash-in or cash-out points, where us-
ers can exchange cash for mobile 
money. Over 47% of mobile money 
access points in Senegal are in Dakar. 
Almost 15% of Tanzanians do not live 
within 5km of a financial access point 
of any kind. 
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  ZURICH

CREDIT Suisse Group AG said it expects to post 
a first-quarter loss due to a $210 million hit to rev-
enues from Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and a pre-
viously-indicated increase in legal provisions.

The Zurich-based lender said Wednesday that 
its results, due next week, would be negatively af-
fected by its exposure to the war both with respect 
to counterparty and credit-risks. 

It also said it will see total legal provisions in-
crease by 600 million francs ($631 million), to a 
total of 700 million francs for the quarter, related 
to developments in a number of legal cases more 
than a decade old.

The negative results are yet another setback 
for the bank which has been forced to issue profit 
warnings in five of the last six quarters, as it strug-
gles to emerge from the twin blow-ups surround-
ing Greensill Capital and Archegos Capital Manage-
ment.

The lender said in March that it is stopping new 
business in Russia, a step in line with global peers 
amid unprecedented financial sanctions.

The bank also warned of an approximate 350 
million francs in losses related to a decrease in 
value of an 8.6 percent stake in Allfunds Group. 
The loss is expected to be offset by a recovery of 
170 million francs in provisions related to Archegos 
and 160 million francs in real estate gains.

“The underlying profit-before-tax could land an-
ywhere between 0 and 0.9 billion francs,” analysts 
at Jefferies led by Flora Bochahut wrote in a note 
on Wednesday morning. “Today’s announcement 
shows that 2022, which Credit Suisse expects to be 
a transition and difficult year, continues to be hit by 
company-specific one-offs.”

Shares of Credit Suisse fell as much as 2.8 per-
cent in morning trading on the SIX Swiss exchange. 
The stock has lost almost half its value since March 
2021, when the losses tied to Greensill and Arche-
gos emerged.

European and U.S. banks are warning of loss 
of business due to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
French lender Societe Generale SA is taking a hit of 
about 3 billion euros ($3.2 billion) after agreeing to 
sell its Rosbank PJSC unit. 

In March, Deutsche Bank AG said it will set aside 
an additional 100 million euros in the first quarter 
to prepare for a deterioration of its loan book on 
the back of Russia’s war on Ukraine.

Citibank Inc. was forced to set aside $1.9 billion 
in reserves to cover souring loans tied to both its 
direct Russia exposure and industries that might 
be impacted by the war in Ukraine. 

JPMorgan Chase & Co. also reported a $902 mil-
lion net reserve build related to risks of high infla-
tion, the war in Ukraine, and Russia-associated ex-
posure.

Credit Suisse last month warned that it may need 
set aside more funds for legal costs as a result of an 
expected Bermuda court ruling finding it liable for 
potentially more than $500 million in a case involv-
ing a local insurance unit. 

Vodacom’s 23bn/- broadband investment 
to deliver high speed internet in rural areas

Credit Suisse 
signals first-
quarter loss on 
Russia, Legal

 By Guardian Reporter

V
ODACOM Tanzania PLC has 
signed a contract with The 
National ICT Broadband 
Backbone (NICTBB) worth 

$4.59 million that will allow the telecom 
to use government owned fiber optics 
cable infrastructure to enhance con-
nectivity in rural Tanzania. 

The investment comes after an initial 
investment of $6.2 million, in October 
2021 and is set to further spread high-
speed internet facilities upcountry to 
reach more underserved areas of the 
country. 

With expanded internet access to re-
mote areas of the country, more people 
will be able to access digital facilities, 
such as health services, education deliv-
ery, and agricultural information as well 
as furthering the growth of financial in-
clusion nationally.

The deal inked by Tanzania Telecom-
munication Company Limited (TTCL) 
Director General, Peter Ulanga and Vo-
dacom Managing Director Sitholizwe 
Mdlalose is set to improve Vodacom’s 
voice and data traffic across lake, cen-
tral, and southern regions of Tanzania 
in a bid to transform the country into 
knowledge based society through the 
application of ICT.

Dr Jim Yonaz, Permanent Secretary 

Digital banking excludes many users in Tanzania and Senegal

of Communication at the Ministry of In-
formation, Communication and Informa-
tion Technology who witnessed the sign-
ing ceremony, said “The government’s 
ICT vision is to get 80 percent of the 
population to have access to broadband 
digital connectivity by 2025.” 

He said the expansion of the national 
fiber backbone gets it closer to this goal 
as the government is committed to en-
sure that all Tanzanians get the opportu-
nity to enjoy the benefits that come with 
digital connectivity. 

“We recognize the vital role that mobile 
operators play in pushing this accessibil-
ity closer to the people. We appreciate 
Vodacom Tanzania and its collaboration 
in making use of this resource that the 
country has invested in and making it 
available to the public,” he said.

Vodacom Tanzania Managing Direc-

tor Sitholizwe Mdlalose said during 
the event, “Vodacom Tanzania aims to 
transforms the country into a knowledge 
based society through the application of 
ICT while bridging the digital divide as 
well as strengthening competitive abili-
ties of domestic data and voice opera-
tors”.

Noted the announcement comes to 
reiterate the company commitment to 
the Tanzania digitization agenda, and re-
spond to the growing demand for digital 
services in the country.

Vodacom Tanzania PLC has been a key 
stakeholder in the usage of NICTBB infra-
structure since 2012, with capacity leas-
ing contract worth $50 million signed 
since 2012. 

Over the 5 years TTCL who manage the 
NICTBB has worked with the telecommu-
nication company in the country for the 
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Zenith, Access, GTBank, UBA’s subsidiaries boost revenue
 JOHANNESBURG

FOLLOWING their aggressive 
expansion into other African 
countries, Europe, and Asia, the 
subsidiaries of United Bank for 
Africa Plc (UBA), Access Bank 
Plc, Zenith Bank Plc and Guar-
anty Trust Bank Plc (GTBank) 
raked in about 29.5 per cent of 
their combined profit before tax 
in their 2021 financial year end-
ed December 31, 2021.

The income generated from 
their foreign subsidiaries was 
higher than 23.3 per cent con-
tribution to profit before tax 
recorded by the four banks in 
their 2020 audited financial 
statement.

According to data compiled 
by THISDAY, in terms of value, 
the four banks’ foreign subsidi-
aries generated N245.47 billion, 
which was an increase by 43 per 
cent, compared with the N171.83 
billion recorded in 2020.

Data gathered from the banks’ 
audited financial statements re-
vealed that UBA, with presence 
in 20 African countries, a pen-
sion custodian subsidiary and 
branch in United Kingdom gen-

erated earnings from its foreign 
subsidiaries in 2021.

UBA’s subsidiaries generated 
profit before tax of N100.23 bil-
lion in 2021, up from N71.57 bil-
lion in 2020, while Access Bank 
with subsidiaries in Gambia. 

Sierra Leone, Zambia, UK, 
Ghana, Rwanda, D.R.Congo, 
Guinea, Mozambique, South Af-
rica, Kenya and Botswana gener-
ated N67.7 billion profit before 
tax in 2021, from N35,73billion 
in 2020.

In the same vein, the foreign 

subsidiaries of GTBank with sub-
sidiaries in Ghana, Sierra Leone, 
Liberia. Gambia, Cote D’Ivoire, 
Kenya Group, Tanzania and UK 
generated profit before tax of 
N45.4billion in 2021, higher than 
N22.96 billion in 2020.

The contribution of the for-
eign subsidiaries to the Group 
performance of GTCO revealed 
significant contribution from 
the West African countries.

Also, the subsidiaries of Zenith 
Bank’s subsidiaries in Africa, Eu-
rope, Dubai and China gener-

ated N32.17 billion profit before 
tax in 2021, up from N41.56 bil-
lion in 2020. 

Zenith Bank, which is the most 
profitable bank in Nigeria had 
reported N280.37 billion profit 
before tax in 2021 from N255.86 
billion in 2020, with Nigeria con-
tributing about 94.8 per cent or 
N265.91 billion in 2021, up from 
85.32 per cent or N218.3billion in 
2020.

Zenith Bank had also revealed 
that its foreign subsidiaries 
contributed 12 per cent of its 
total revenue in 2021, from 13.9 
per cent in 2020, while Nigeria 
contributed 88 per cent in 2021 
from 86.1 per cent in 2020.

However, except for Access 
Bank that reported significant 
increase in profit before tax in 
2021 from its United Kingdom 
subsidiary, three other banks 
struggled in the UK.

Specifically, Access Bank in 
2021 reported N22.63 billion 
profit before tax in 2021 from 
N7.27 billion in 2020, from its 
UK subsidiary, while GTBank UK  
reported a loss of N1.16 billion in 
2021 from a loss of N1.62 billion 
in 2020. 

Also, Zenith Bank UK’s profit 
before tax dropped to N4.93 bil-
lion in 2021 from N7.6 billion in 
2020, while UBA UK Limited re-
ported a loss of N428 million in 
2021 from N1.41billion reported 
in 2020.

Speaking to analysts and in-
vestors on the group perfor-
mance in 2021, recently, the 
Group Managing Director, Ac-
cess Bank, Mr. Herbert Wigwe, 
revealed that in 2021, the growth 
in its subsidiaries have contin-
ued to grow.

According to him, “Subsidiar-
ies’ contribution to the group’s 
profit before tax performance 
stood at 38 per cent compared to 
28 per cent in the corresponding 
period last year, and of course 
recording total subsidiary PBT 
of about N67.7 billion compared 
to N35.7 billion it contributed in 
the same period of last year.

“Most of the subsidiaries re-
corded a decline in their cost 
to income ratios, reflecting the 
impact of our effective cost 
management across the group 
including Guinea and South Af-
rica, Botswana as well.

use of fiber optics infrastructure as a key 
stakeholder in the use of NICTBB.

Mdlalose said, “As a technology services 
company, Vodacom Tanzania relies on 
its high-speed internet service to deliver 
vital social and commercial services to 
the country. We have pioneered financial 
services with our M-Pesa platform, we are 
on the frontline with educational con-
tent on E-Fahamu as well as our recently 
launched M-Mama program which works 
to lower maternal and child mortality in 
the country.”

He explained that Vodacom has also 
embarked on collaborating with various 
government organs and ministries, such 
as TRA, TARURA, TANESCO, and Regional 
Water Authorities, to deliver digital ser-
vices to the nation. 

“We are especially happy to have this 
facility to enable us to spread these ser-
vices for the benefit of more Tanzanians,” 
he added.

Peter Ulanga, the Tanzania Telecom-
munications Corporation(TTCL) Direc-
tor General who manages the NICTBB on 
behalf of the government said, “I believe 
the leased infrastructure to Vodacom will 
enhance the usage of ICT applications for 
sustainable socio-economic development 
including implementation of e-govern-
ment, e-learning, e-health, e-commerce, 
and much more locally and globally”. 
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WORLD
UK PM apologises 
to parliament over 
lockdown breaches

WASHINGTON

Chinese Ambassador to 
the United States Qin Gang has 
warned against using the Ukraine 
crisis as an excuse to mess up U.S.-
China relations, saying that doing 
so serves no good to anyone now 
or in the future.

In the signed article published 
in The National Interest magazine 
on Monday, Qin said while the bi-
lateral relationship between Chi-
na and Russia has achieved great 
progress in the last three decades, 
the two countries are not allies, 
and their relationship doesn’t tar-
get third countries.

The U.S.-Russia relations, how-
ever, “are sliding into a new Cold 
War,” Qin said, “which is not in 
the interest of either China, the 

United States, or Russia, and is not 
what China wants to see.”

“After all, a worse Russia-U.S. 
relationship does not mean a bet-
ter China-U.S. relationship, and 
likewise, a worse China-Russia 
relationship does not mean a bet-
ter U.S.-Russia relationship, either. 
More importantly, if the China-
U.S. relationship is messed up, 
that does not augur well for Rus-
sia-U.S. relations or the world,” he 
said.

“Disturbingly, as the crisis con-
tinues, some people are wielding 
the stick of sanctions against Chi-
na to coerce the renunciation of 
its independent foreign policy of 
peace. Some are clamoring about 
a ‘Beijing-Moscow Axis’ in a dan-
gerous misinterpretation of Chi-
na-Russia relations, asking China 

to bear responsibility for the cri-
sis. Some are linking Taiwan to 
Ukraine and playing up the risks 
of a conflict across the Taiwan 
Strait. Still others, for all the les-

sons that should be learned, are 
fanning up misunderstanding, 
confrontation and insecurity in 
Asia-Pacific, without a modicum 
of care if this region might follow 
in the footsteps of Europe. These 
words and actions are not helpful 
to resolving the crisis or ensuring 
the stability of China-U.S. rela-
tions. Dragging everyone down 
does no good to our future gen-
erations,” the ambassador said.

“Differences in perception of 
the crisis do not justify ground-
less accusations or pressure and 
should not hinder our joint efforts 
to end the crisis,” Qin said, calling 
on China and the United States to 
“take a long-term view and have 
pragmatic and constructive dia-
logue, coordination, and coopera-
tion for what comes our way out-

side and after the crisis.”
“In this way, we can bring about 

an arrangement for lasting peace 
and stability in Europe accepta-
ble to all parties; properly resolve 
other global hotspots; prevent 
and address the crisis’ impact on 
the global economy and trade, 
finance, energy, food, and indus-
trial and supply chains; and mini-
mize the losses for the economy 
and people’s livelihood,” the dip-
lomat said.

Ending the unwanted conflict 
as soon as possible “is more im-
portant than everything else” 
now, Qin said of the situation on 
the ground in Ukraine, adding 
that “there must be not only an 
end to this war, but also a funda-
mental answer to lasting peace 
and stability in Europe.”Xinhua

Chinese ambassador to US warns against using Ukraine crisis to mess up US-China relations

To break local protection and fa-
cilitate the smooth flow of economic 
circulation, China on April 10th issued 
guidelines on building a unified nation-
al market at a faster pace.

The guidelines will help promote 
the smooth flow of goods, factors, and 
resources on a wider scale for the pur-
pose of building a unified national mar-
ket that is highly efficient, rules-based, 
fair and open.

China is the second largest consumer 
market in the world. However, the large 
consumer market isn’t equal to a truly 
large-scale market. The new regula-
tion eyes a comprehensive push for the 

country’s market to shift from being big 
toward becoming powerful.

The lack of unified system and rules, 
impeded flow of factors and resources, 
market segmentation, as well as other 
prominent problems, have hindered 
the realization of functions of its mar-
ket. In an effort to address these prob-
lems, the guidelines clarified the major 
tasks for building a unified national 
market, including promoting efficient 
circulation and expansion of the do-
mestic market, fostering a stable, fair, 
transparent and predictable business 
environment, further reducing market 
transaction costs, boosting scientific 

and technological innovation and in-
dustrial upgrading, and cultivating a 
key competitive edge in international 
competition and cooperation.

A unified national market is by no 
means a large market of egalitarian-
ism. Each region in China has its own 
resource endowments and different 
comparative advantages in goods and 
factors.

By building a unified national market, 
China will remove obstacles that hin-
der the flow of factors, give full play to 
the comparative advantages of various 
regions, and ensure efficient perfor-
mance of capital, resources, commodi-

ties, services, data, and other market 
factors.  Besides, the country will be 
able to achieve optimal resource al-
location, maximize the benefits of the 
entire economy and society while help-
ing each region make the most of the 
market. The document clearly charted 
the basic routes for advancing the con-
struction of a unified national market.

China will further unify the basic 
systems and rules, including those 
for property rights protection, mar-
ket access, fair competition and social 
credit, said the guideline. It will strictly 
implement the “one negative list for the 
whole country” management model, 

treat all market entities equally, and 
form a full-coverage credit information 
network, according to the document.

To build a unified national market, 
the country needs to stimulate the flow 
of factors and resources so as to vitalize 
the economy.

Based on previous pilot reforms, the 
guidelines stressed building unified 
markets in factors and resources includ-
ing land, labor, capital, technology, data, 
energy, and ecological environment. 

The faster flow of factors and re-
sources is expected to generate a mul-
tiplier effect and give new impetus to 
economic development.

In a bid to advance the construction 
of a unified national market, China 
should provide higher-quality products 
and services by constantly improving 
relevant standards.

Laying high emphasis on the role of 
goods quality and standard systems in 
market construction, the guidelines 
proposed systematic institutional de-
signs in this respect. The country will 
carry out a campaign for upgrading 
goods quality management system, 
which is expected to effectively en-
hance quality management throughout 
the whole industrial chain.

		  People’s Daily

China moves faster to build unified national market

WASHINGTON

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) on Tuesday 
slashed global growth forecast for 2022 to 3.6 percent amid 
the Russia-Ukraine conflict, warning that inflation has be-
come “a clear and present danger” for many countries.

The risk is rising that inflation expectations drift away 
from central bank inflation targets, prompting more aggres-
sive tightening, the IMF noted, adding that financial fragility 
risks are raising the prospect of a sharp tightening of global 
financial conditions as well as capital outflows.

CRISIS UPON CRISIS
The Ukraine crisis unfolds while the global economy is 

“on a mending path” but has not yet fully recovered from 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the IMF said in its latest World Eco-
nomic Outlook (WEO) report, noting that global economic 
prospects have worsened “significantly” since the forecast 
in January.

“In the matter of a few weeks, the world has yet again 
experienced a major shock,” IMF chief economist Pierre-
Olivier Gourinchas told a virtual press conference during 
the 2022 spring meetings of the IMF and the World Bank.

“Beyond its immediate and tragic humanitarian impact, 
the war will slow economic growth and increase inflation,” 
Gourinchas said. “Overall economic risks have risen sharply, 
and policy tradeoffs have become even more challenging.”

A severe double-digit drop in gross domestic product 
(GDP) for Ukraine and a large contraction in Russia are 
“more than likely,” along with worldwide spillovers through 
commodity markets, trade and financial channels, the re-
port showed.

This year’s growth outlook for the European Union has 
been revised downward by 1.1 percentage points to 2.8 per-
cent due to the indirect effects of the conflict, making it a 
large contributor to the overall downward revision, accord-
ing to the report.

The U.S. economy is on track to grow 3.7 percent in 2022, 
0.3 percentage points lower than the January projection, 
before growth moderating to 2.3 percent in 2023, the report 
showed.

The Chinese economy, meanwhile, is expected to grow 
4.4 percent this year, 0.4 percentage points lower than the 
previous projection, followed by a 5.1-percent growth in 
2023.

The IMF forecast came one day after China’s National 
Bureau of Statistics reported that the country’s GDP grew 
4.8 percent year on year in the first quarter, which marks 
a steady start in 2022 in the face of global challenges and a 
resurgence of COVID-19 cases.

Global growth is projected to decline from an estimated 
6.1 percent in 2021 to 3.6 percent in both 2022 and 2023, 0.8 
and 0.2 percentage points lower for 2022 and 2023, respec-
tively, than in the January projection, the IMF report noted.

“To put it simply: we are facing a crisis on top of a crisis,” 
IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva said last week 
in a curtain raiser speech ahead of the spring meetings, not-
ing that the impact of the Russia-Ukraine conflict would 
contribute to forecast downgrades for 143 economies this 
year -- accounting for 86 percent of global GDP.

Malhar Nabar, division chief at the IMF’s Research De-
partment, told Xinhua in a virtual interview Tuesday that 
the baseline projection is based on the assumptions that 
the negative impacts from Omicron variant start fading 
from the second quarter onwards, and the sanctions 
against Russia announced as of the end of March remain 
in place indefinitely.

Nabar, however, noted that in a downside scenario, 
where sanctions expand significantly and lead to much 
bigger drop in Russian energy exports, inflation rises 
even more and inflation expectations increase, and fi-
nancial conditions tighten significantly, global output 
would be 2 percent below baseline in the near term, and 
1 percent below baseline by 2027.

INFLATION PRESSURES AMPLIFIED
Noting that inflation has become “a clear and present 

danger” for many countries, Gourinchas said at the press 
conference that even prior to the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict, inflation surged on the back of soaring commodity 
prices and supply-demand imbalances.

In the United States and some European countries, 
inflation has reached its highest level in more than 40 
years. Many central banks, including the U.S. Federal Re-
serve, had already moved toward tightening monetary 
policy.

Conflict-related disruptions “amplify those pressures,” 
said the IMF chief economist. “We now project inflation 
will remain elevated for much longer.”

For 2022, inflation is projected at 5.7 percent in ad-
vanced economies and 8.7 percent in emerging markets 
and developing economies, 1.8 and 2.8 percentage points 
higher than the January projection, the WEO report 
showed.

Gourinchas noted that financial conditions tightened for 
emerging markets and developing countries immediately 
after the conflict. “Several financial fragility risks remain, 
raising the prospect of a sharp tightening of global financial 
conditions as well as capital outflows,” he said. Agencies

IMF cuts global growth forecast amid Russia-
Ukraine conflict, warns of inflation risk

LONDON

 British Prime Minister Boris John-
son apologized to parliament on Tuesday 
after he was fined by police for breaking 
lockdown rules, saying he did not know 
a birthday gathering at the height of the 
pandemic was in breach of the rules he 
had set.

Opposition lawmakers argue that the 
prime minister must go, saying he set 
stringent rules during COVID-19, broke 
those rules in Downing Street and then 
repeatedly lied to parliament when he 
said all guidelines had been met. 

Johnson told the House of Commons 
he had not deliberately mislead parlia-
ment but said it had never occurred to 
him that he was in breach of the rules. He 
acknowledged that the public had a right 
to expect better.

His apology came as the Speaker of 
the House said a vote could be held on 
Thursday into whether Johnson should 
be investigated over claims he misled 
parliament.

Under the ministerial code, knowingly 

misleading parliament is an offence that 
should result in resignation.

“As soon as I received the notice (from 
the police), I acknowledged the hurt and 
the anger, and I said that people had a 
right to expect better of their prime min-
ister,” Johnson told parliament.

Labour leader Keir Starmer accused 
Johnson of failing to respect the sacri-
fices made by the British public during 
lockdowns, and of demeaning his office.

Urging him to resign, he said the prime 
minister had the chance to: “bring de-
cency, honesty and integrity back into 
our politics and stop the denigration of 
everything that this country stands for”.

Johnson told parliament in December 
that “all guidance was followed com-
pletely” over the lockdown restrictions. 
He was fined by the police last week after 
an internal inquiry found Downing Street 
held alcohol-fueled parties at a time 
when people were not allowed to attend 
funerals or visit the sick.

Initial reports of the parties caused a 
furore in Britain, but pressure from John-
son’s own lawmakers has abated since 

UK Parliament shows Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson 

KIGALI

 Rwanda is turning to alternative mar-
kets for commodities that were imported 
from Russia and Ukraine to contain price 
hikes, as the conflict between the two coun-
tries continues to impact global supply, an 
official said on Tuesday.

“The government in collaboration with 
the private sector has already started look-
ing for alternative markets for products that 
were imported from Russia and Ukraine,” 
Antoine Kajangwe, director general of 
trade and investment at Rwanda’s Ministry 
of Trade and Industry, told Xinhua. 

Wheat, fertilizers and sunflower oil prod-
ucts dominate Rwanda’s imports from Rus-
sia and Ukraine, representing 64 percent, 
14 percent and 10 percent respectively of 
the total imports of these products (average 
for the past five years), according to data 
from the Ministry of Trade and Industry. 

The government in collaboration with the 
private sector is identifying and establish-
ing links in alternative markets on wheat 
imports, and the country’s importers have 
already made contacts and have been sup-

plying wheat to Rwanda in a bid to ensure 
food security, said Kajangwe.

Rwanda has two main importers of 
wheat and altogether imported 171,000 
metric tons of wheat in 2021, according to 
the ministry. Officials said fuel has affected 
prices of other commodities.

   In early April, the prices of petrol and 
diesel at the pump were increased in Rwan-
da, amid instability in the global oil market 
caused by the conflict. 

The Rwanda Utilities Regulatory Author-
ity hiked the price of petrol by 8.2 percent 
to 1,359 Rwandan francs (about 1.32 U.S. 
dollars) per liter and diesel by 13.9 percent 
to 1,368 Rwandan francs (about 1.33 dollars) 
per liter for the next two months. 

The government has stabilized fuel pric-
es through a strategy of foregoing some 
taxes on imports of petroleum products, 
according to Kajangwe. “Taxes foregone re-
sulted in lower price fluctuation of import-

ed products on the end consumer,” he said.
The Russia-Ukraine conflict has fueled 

supply concerns, and the sanctions im-
posed on Russia and buyers’ avoidance of 
Russian oil have compounded the chal-
lenge after output dropped. 

 While the conflict has presented a big 
shock on the international market, it of-
fers lessons for countries to “avoid heavy 
reliance on wheat imports,” said Angello 
Musinguzi, an economic analyst. 

“East African countries could embark on 
extensive wheat farming because the con-
flict in Ukraine has shown that there is an 
abundant market for it,” he said.  Rwanda’s 
central bank said in February that it expect-
ed inflation to average 7.5 percent this year 
from about 0.8 percent in 2021, partly due 
to an anticipated rise in the cost of food, 
and the country’s economic growth to slow 
to about 7.2 percent this year from about 
10.2 percent in 2021.  	        Xinhua

Rwanda turns to alternative commodity sources as Russia-Ukraine conflict continues

Chinese Ambassador to the United 
States Qin Gang

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, in which he has 
sought to play a leading role in the West’s re-
sponse. While a handful have repeated calls for 
him to go, most say now is not the time.

However Mark Harper, a former Conserva-
tive chief whip who once helped maintain par-
ty discipline, used the occasion to tell Johnson 
in the chamber that he needed to quit, saying 
he did not believe “he is worthy of the great of-
fice that he holds”.

Full Inquiry
Lawmakers will now vote on Thursday on 

whether Johnson should be referred to parlia-
ment’s privileges committee for an inquiry.

However, the motion is unlikely to pass be-
cause Johnson retains the support of most law-
makers in his Conservative Party and can still 
command a majority in parliament.

In his first statement to parliament since be-
ing handed the fine, Johnson attempted to de-
flect some of the criticism by talking about oth-
er issues he is dealing with, including the war 
in Ukraine, the energy crisis and immigration.

But the police have investigated 12 gather-

ings in Downing Street and the prime minister 
could yet be fined again.

The pressure will also build, with other 
Conservative lawmakers expected to take the 
party’s performance in local elections on May 
5 into account, along with voter perceptions of 
the prime minister.

A poll by J L Partners for The Times newspa-
per, which asked almost 2,000 people to give 
their view of the prime minister in a few words, 
found comments from 72 percent of respond-
ents were negative, compared with 16 percent 
that were positive. The most common word 
used was “liar”, it reported. “Buffoon” featured 
highly.

John Whittingdale, a former Conservative 
minister, said that while many of his constitu-
ents were angry, now was not the time to re-
place the prime minister because of the war in 
Ukraine.

“We currently face the gravest crisis in our 
global security for a long time and it is essential 
that we remain focused on beating Putin and 
stopping the aggression against Ukraine,” he 
said.  		                                   Agencies
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MOSCOW/KYIV

The second phase of Russia’s 
special military operation in 
Ukraine has begun, Russian For-
eign Minister Sergei Lavrov said 
on Tuesday.

The operation in eastern 
Ukraine is aimed at “completely 
liberating” the populations of 
Donetsk and Lugansk, Lavrov 
said during an interview with 
India Today. 

“This operation will continue, 
the next phase of this operation 
has now begun. There will now 
be an important moment dur-
ing this special operation,” he 
added.

Also on Tuesday, the Ukrin-
form news agency reported that 
up to 30 percent of Ukraine’s in-
frastructure was damaged as the 
result of the conflict with Russia, 
which started on Feb 24.

The hostilities have either de-
stroyed or damaged 300 bridges 
and more than 8,000 km of 
roads, said Ukrinform, quoting 
Ukrainian Infrastructure Minis-
ter Oleksandr Kubrakov.

The Ukrainian government 
estimated that the cost of direct 
damage to the country’s infra-
structure caused by the conflict 
could reach $100 billion, added 
Kubrakov.  

Putin: West’s ‘economic 
blitzkrieg’ against Russia fails

Western countries’ “economic 
blitzkrieg” strategy against Rus-
sia has failed, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin said on Monday.  

The main negative factor for 

Russia begins 2nd phase of military operation in Ukraine

China’s gross ocean product rose 
8.3 percent to nearly 9.04 trillion 
yuan (about $1.42 trillion) in 2021, the 
first time the figure has crossed the 
9-trillion-yuan mark, said a statisti-
cal communiqué recently released 
by the country’s Ministry of Natural 
Resources.

According to the communiqué, the 
figure contributed 8 percent of the 
country’s gross domestic product ex-
pansion. 

The added value of the marine pri-
mary industry stood at 456.2 billion 
yuan, while those of the secondary 
and tertiary industries were 3.01 tril-
lion and 5.56 trillion yuan, respec-
tively. The three figures accounted 
for 5 percent, 33.4 percent and 61.6 
percent of China’s gross ocean prod-
uct.

The marine economy accounted 
for 15% of total GDP in China’s coastal 
regions, a 0.1 percentage point in-
crease from the previous year.

The last year saw a gradual re-
lease of the market potential, and 
the marine foreign trade kept ris-
ing. The number of newly registered 
enterprises in key maritime sectors 
increased 5.7 percent year on year, 
while there was a 5.1-percent drop in 
the number of the deregistered. 

In 2021, the total imports and ex-
ports via maritime transport were up 
by 22.4 percent from a year ago, and 
the country exported offshore wind 
turbines for the first time. Coastal 
ports handled a total of 4.19 billion 
tonnes of foreign trade cargos, up 4.6 
percent year on year. Maritime trans-
port also witnessed rapid growth, 
with added value in the sector in-
creasing 10.3 percent from a year ago.

Last year, China constantly en-
hanced its sci-tech innovation capac-
ity in the sphere of the marine econo-
my, with new breakthroughs made in 
a number of key areas. 

According to the statistical com-
muniqué, the country has further 
improved its capability in the manu-
facturing of high-end offshore equip-
ment. China’s first 174,000-cubic 
meter floating liquefied natural gas 
storage and regasification unit was 
delivered, and the country’s indepen-
dently developed and manufactured 
typhoon-resistant floating offshore 
wind turbine was put into use in 
south China’s Guangdong province, 
too.

Besides, China’s first offshore wind 
power project that combines power 
generation and storage will be deliv-
ered soon, and its first independently 
developed subsea Xmas tree system  
completed sea trials in the Bohai Sea. 

Emerging marine industries saw 
robust growth. In 2021, the added 

PARIS

French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron’s lead in voting intention polls 
widened on Tuesday but his prime 
minister said a Macron win in Sun-
day’s presidential runoff vote was 
not guaranteed, as far-right chal-
lenger Marine Le Pen accused him 
of fear-mongering.

Three polls for the second-round 
runoff put Macron at the highest 
level since before the first round, 
with an average score of 55.83 per-
cent, up more than a point from 
Friday and more than three points 
from an average of five polls before 
the first round. 

Prime Minister Jean Castex, how-
ever, said it was too early to claim 
victory.

“The game is not done and dust-
ed,” Castex said on France Inter 
radio.

An Ipsos poll saw Macron win-
ning 56.5 percent of the vote, up 
half a point from Friday and 3.5 
points from April 8, two days before 
the vote in which Macron and Le 
Pen qualified for the second round.

Polls by Opinionway and Ifop, at 
56 percent and 55 percent respec-
tively, also showed Macron with his 
highest share of voting intentions 
since before the first-round vote on 
April 10.

Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire 
told Europe 1 radio that Le Pen 
would “hand France’s sovereignty 
to Vladimir Putin and to Russia” if 
she was elected.

Le Pen has in the past voiced ad-
miration for the Russian president 
and says she would pull France out 
of NATO’s integrated military com-
mand.

Le Maire said a Le Pen victory 
would mean the end of French 
sovereignty, an alliance with Putin, 
a lack of NATO protection and sev-

ered ties with Germany.
In a campaign clip, Le Pen ac-

cused Macron and his allies of 
frightening citizens into voting 
against her.

“Macron, aware of his sombre 
prospects of winning a second 
term, has turned to ... blackmail by 
fear. Fear is the president’s only re-
maining argument,” she said.

Centrist Macron and Le Pen 
are seeking to attract voters who 
backed far-left leader Jean Luc Me-
lenchon, after he came third in the 
first round with about 22 percent of 
the vote.

Melenchon’s party has not given 
any voting instructions for the run-
off but Melenchon has called on his 
followers not to vote for Le Pen.

In his first televised interview 
since the first round, Melenchon re-
iterated the call.

“You will make a colossal mistake 
if you vote for Mrs Le Pen. I don’t 
tell you to vote for Macron, search 
inside your heads what’s best, but 
don’t do this,” he told BFM TV.

Melenchon added that he would 
now focus on the legislative elec-
tion this summer in order to form a 
left-wing majority and become the 
country’s Prime Minister.

“I call on the French to elect me 
Prime Minister,” Melenchon said, 
adding that he would be prepared 
to work with both Macron and Le 
Pen as presidents and that he had 
no clear preference between the 
two.

The Prime Minister in France, 
who is appointed by the president, 
has to control a majority in the Na-
tional Assembly.

According to an Elabe poll also 
published on Tuesday, 42 percent 
of Melenchon’s voters are now 
ready to give their vote to Macron, 
up 7 percent from last week.

		  Agencies

Macron’s lead over Le Pen 
widens ahead of Sunday runoff

value of marine biomedicine in-
creased by 18.7 percent year on 
year, while the figures for marine 
power and seawater exploitation 
were 30.5 percent and 16.4 per-
cent, respectively. Such growth 
was obviously faster than that in 
major marine industries.

Traditional marine industries 
accelerated upgrading and trans-
formation, and pilot programs 
of modern marine farming were 
advanced in an orderly manner. 
As of the end of 2021, the coun-
try has established 136 demon-
stration marine farms at national 
level. 

Besides, the marine shipbuild-
ing companies have become 
greener. Green energy vessels ac-
counted for 24.4 percent of the 
shipbuilding orders they received 
in the past year.

The supply of marine energy 
and marine products has been 
enhanced over the past years. 
Seawater desalination industry 
was expanded. Tianjin munici-
pality, Hebei province and Shan-
dong province have successively 
launched major engineering proj-
ects of seawater desalination to 
ensure fresh water supply in plac-
es with scarce water resources. 

The production of marine oil 
and gas increased 6.2 percent and 
6.9 percent year on year, respec-
tively, and the development of 
clean energy maintained robust 
momentum. Last year, China con-
nected 16.9 GW of offshore wind 
capacity to the state grid, 4.5 
times of that from a year ago. It 
placed the country on the first 
spot in the world in terms of total 
installed offshore wind capacity. 

Deep-sea aquaculture was fur-
ther advanced. The largest smart 
net cage in Asia developed by 
China welcomed a harvest last 
year, and the “Deep Blue 1” fully-
submersible deep-sea fish cage 
also harvested salmons for the 
first time.

In recent years, China has 
rolled out a number of marine 
policies that make clearer the 
blueprint for marine economy 
in the 14th Five-Year Plan period 
(2021-2025).

“The sound momentum for 
recovery and positive develop-
ment of the marine economy 
remains unchanged in 2022, and 
so do the production factors 
that support high-quality devel-
opment of the sector,” said Cui 
Xiaojian, deputy director of the 
National Marine Data and Infor-
mation Service.

So far, 11 coastal provinces and 
some of the coastal cities in Chi-
na have issued relevant plans to 
spur the development of the ma-
rine economy, and China has also 
issued state-level documents to 
promote the development of rel-
evant industries, such as an ac-
tion plan on seawater desalina-
tion between 2021 and 2025 and 
a national development plan on 
the fishing industry during the 
14th Five-Year Plan period.

China will further optimize the 
structure of the marine econo-
my, maintain major indexes of 
the sector in a reasonable range 
and continue promoting high-
quality development of the ma-
rine economy.

People’s Daily

candidate for accession,” Zelensky said. 
For his part, Maasikas said that Ukraine’s answers to the 

questionnaire will be analyzed “very quickly”. 
Earlier in the day, Ukraine’s Deputy Prime Minister for 

European and Euro-Atlantic Integration Olha Stefanishyna 
said that Kyiv has sent the first part of a questionnaire, 
which covers political and economic spheres, to the Euro-
pean Commission. 

On Feb 28, Zelensky signed an official appeal to the EU 
asking for the accession of Ukraine via a new special pro-
cedure. European Commission President Ursula von der 
Leyen handed over a questionnaire to Zelensky during her 
visit to Kyiv on April 8. 

‘Foreign weapons destroyed near Lviv’ 
Russian troops destroyed a depot of weapons supplied 

by Western countries near west Ukraine’s Lviv on Mon-
day morning, Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Igor 
Konashenkov said.  

The Russian Aerospace Forces used high-precision air-
borne missiles to hit a logistics center of the Ukrainian 
Armed Forces near Lviv, destroying large consignments 
of weapons arrived from the United States and European 
countries over the past six days, Konashenkov told a brief-
ing.  

At least seven people were killed and 11 others wounded 
on Monday morning in missile strikes on Lviv, said Maksym 
Kozytsky, head of the Lviv regional military-civilian admin-
istration.    

Zelensky : Russian forces start battle for Donbas 
Russian forces have begun the battle for the Donbas re-

gion, but Ukraine will defend itself, Ukrainian President 
Zelensky said in a video address on Monday. 

“Now we can say that Russian troops have started the 
battle for Donbas, for which they have been preparing for 
a long time. A very large part of the entire Russian army 
is now focused on this offensive,” Zelensky was quoted as 
saying by the state-run Ukrinform news agency. 

“No matter how many Russian troops are driven there, 
we will fight.” 

In the east and south of Ukraine, Russian forces have re-
cently been trying to attack more deliberately than before 
and looking for a weak spots in the country’s defense to go 
there with the main forces, Zelensky said.  

China’s gross ocean product hits 9 trillion yuan for first time

A woman pushes her bike pasts buildings destroyed in bombardment, in the Ukrainian town of 
Borodianka, in the Kyiv region on April 17, 2022.  AFP

NEW YORK

U.S. pharmaceutical giant Johnson & Johnson on 
Tuesday trimmed its forecasts on sales and adjusted 
earnings per share (EPS) in 2022 due to appreciation of 
the U.S. dollar, and suspended COVID-19 vaccine sales 
guidance due to a global supply surplus and demand 
uncertainty.

Johnson & Johnson expects to report 94.8 billion to 
95.8 billion U.S. dollars of sales in 2022, lower than a 
projection of 95.9 billion to 96.9 billion dollars made 
in January. 

The company also lowered its forecast of yearly ad-
justed EPS in 2022 to the range of 10.15 to 10.35 dollars 
from an earlier estimate of 10.4 to 10.6 dollars.

 The downward adjustment means year-on-year 
growth of adjusted EPS would slow to 3.6 percent to 
5.6 percent from an earlier forecast of 6.2 percent to 
8.2 percent.

 The cut of forecasts on sales and adjusted EPS re-
sulted from appreciation of the U.S. dollar as Johnson & 
Johnson has over 50 percent of its revenues from over-
seas markets, according to Joe Wolk, the company’s 
chief financial officer.

 “What we’ve seen in the first quarter is just really al-
most an unprecedented move in terms of the strength-
ening of the dollar,” said Wolk.

Johnson & Johnson also suspended guidance on its 
COVID-19 vaccine sales, with COVID-19 vaccines sales 
excluded in its latest forecasts. 

It’s too ambiguous to give guidance on COVID-19 
vaccine sales going forward given the global supply 
surplus as well as vaccine hesitancy in the developing 
world, according to Wolk. 

The COVID-19 vaccine is not for profit and it doesn’t 
impact the profitability of Johnson & Johnson, accord-
ing to Wolk. 

The company posted 23.42 billion dollars of rev-
enues in the first quarter this year, up 5 percent year 
on year but lower than market estimate of 23.6 billion 
dollars. 

The pharmaceutical company had 2.67 dollars of ad-
justed EPS in the first quarter, higher than market esti-
mate of 2.58 dollars, and 2.59 U.S. dollars in the same 
period of 2021.  

Johnson & Johnson cuts 
forecasts, suspends COVID 
vaccine sales guidance

DUBAI/JERUSALEM

Reem bint Ebrahim Al Hashimy, the United Arab 
Emirates minister of state for International Cooper-
ation (MoFAIC), has summoned Amir Hayek, Israeli 
ambassador to the UAE, to “strongly protest and 
denounce the events taking place in Jerusalem’s Al-
Aqsa Mosque,” according to a MoFAIC statement on 
Tuesday.

The UAE protested the “attacks on civilians and 
incursions into holy places that resulted in the in-
jury of a number of civilians,” the statement said.

Al Hashimy stressed the need to immediately stop 
these events, provide full protection for worshipers, 
respect the right of Palestinians to practice their re-
ligious rites, and halt any practices that violate the 
sanctity of Al-Aqsa Mosque, it added.

The UAE is calling for a return to serious negotia-
tions aimed at achieving a just and comprehensive 
peace and the establishment of an independent Pal-
estinian state on the 1967 borders with East Jerusa-
lem as its capital.

Humanitarian aid
Also, Israeli Defense Minister Benny Gantz threat-

ened to halt the humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip 
if rocket attacks from the Palestinian enclave con-
tinue.

He made the remarks after meeting a special Is-
raeli commando unit in the occupied West Bank, a 
day after militants from Gaza fired a rocket towards 
southern Israel.

“If Hamas leaders decide to undermine stability, 
the moves we have made to develop Gaza’s econo-
my will be rolled back. We will not allow terrorists 
and provocateurs to harm the holy places,” Gantz 
said in a statement.

The rocket fired on Monday night was intercepted 
by Israel’s anti-rocket Iron Dome system. Israel’s air 
force later launched airstrikes targeting a weapons 
manufacturing site belonging to Hamas, short for 
the Islamic Resistance Movement controlling the 
enclave.

The attack came amid recent tensions between Is-
rael and the Palestinians in East Jerusalem, mainly 
around the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound, where some 
200 Palestinians have been injured in clashes with 
Israeli police since Friday.

US marine indicted sexual 
assault of woman in Okinawa

Technicians maintain a wind turbine at a wind farm in Zhuhai, south China’s 
Guangdong province, April 12, 2021. File photo

Combination of file pictures shows French far-right party Rassemblement 
National’s presidential candidate Marine Le Pen and French President Emmanuel 
Macron

the Russian economy in recent years has been Western 
sanctions, which were aimed at “quickly undermining the 
financial and economic situation in our country, provok-
ing panic in the markets, destroying the banking system, 
and causing a large-scale shortage of goods in stores,” Putin 
said at a government meeting on economic issues. 

Russia has withstood this “unprecedented pressure” as 
the ruble’s value has returned to the level of the first half of 
February and the surplus in the current account of the bal-
ance of payments reached a record high of more than $58 
billion in the first quarter of this year, he said.  

The Russian president however admitted that over the 
past month and a half, consumer prices in the country 
have increased by 9.4 percent and inflation surged to 17.5 
percent in annual terms as of April 8. 

However, the sanctions in turn have hurt the United 
States and European countries by driving up inflation and 
unemployment, weakening economic dynamics, reducing 
living standards, and devaluating savings, Putin added.  

EU receives Ukraine’s membership questionnaire 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky on Monday 

handed over a questionnaire aimed at achieving his coun-

try’s candidate status for 
the European Union mem-
bership to the EU Ambas-
sador to Ukraine Matti Maa-
sikas, the presidential press 
service said. 

“Today is one of the stag-
es for our country in joining 
the EU, the aspiration that 
our people are striving for 
and fighting for,” Zelensky 
said at the handover cer-
emony in Kyiv. 

The people of Ukraine 
are united by the goal to 
become a part of the EU, 
Zelensky stressed, noting 
that the prompt work on 
providing a questionnaire 
to Ukraine is an important 
signal for Kyiv. 

“We believe that we will 
gain support and become a 

Palestinians clash with Israeli security forces at the Al Aqsa 
Mosque compound in Jerusalem’s Old City, April 15, 2022.  
AP
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 By Correspondent Sabato Kasika

VETERAN Tanzanian Hip Hop 
musician, Joseph Mbilinyi, has said he 
hopes to officially launch a book about 
his life next month.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam yesterday, 
Mbilinyi, nicknamed ‘Sugu’, said he has 
given the book two titles, namely ‘Music 
and Life’, and ‘From the Street to the 
Parliament’, for special reasons.

“The reason for the two titles is that 
it describes my pastoral life, music, and 
also the stage I reached to become the 
representative of the people of Mbeya 
Urban as their Member of Parliament,” 
Mbilinyi said.

The artist moreover said he released 
the book in 2012 without launching it 
and now he has republished it after 
much demand and has decided to 
organize an official launch.

“The launch of my book will take place 
on May 3 this year and I plan to translate 
it into English so that my overseas fans 
can know the history of my life,” he said.

The artist said that now if a person 
wants to know his life from scratch, 
from art to parliament, he will know 
it through the book, as he has put 
everything in the book.

Mbilinyi added: “In addition, my book 
encourages activists not to give up on 
life, I have also described the pleasures I 
have enjoyed in the world.’’ 

‘’Those who were unlucky enough to 
get a copy early on should be prepared 
to get it,” he said.

The artist pointed out that after the 
launch of the book, he will plan to 
launch his first song, titled ‘Taita’, which 
was produced after completing his term 
in the parliament.

Mbilinyi, also a human rights activist, 
was elected to the Tanzanian Parliament 
in 2010 and then from 2015 to 2020.

The Hip Hop artist hails from Songea 
in Southern Tanzania, started to rap in 
1990 in his youth when he was still in 
school.

His inspirations were Ice Cube, Niggaz 
With Attitude, and above all, Tupak 
Shakur.

Mbilinyi was the first Tanzanian Hip 
Hop artist to have major success with 
his music.

Through his music and language, he 
expresses and addresses politics, social 
inequalities, and other problems that 
affect Tanzanians.

Most would consider his music as a 
voice for the voiceless, his brand of rap 
is soulful, lyrical, rhythmical, and from 
the heart.

This is so because Mbilinyi is not 
afraid of telling it like it is, undertaking 
sensitive issues of concern to many 
Tanzanians such as democracy, child 
prostitution, police brutality, and 
corruption.

 Hip Hop musician Joseph 
Mbilinyi set to launch book  

Simba SC needs defensive discipline in 
CAF CC last-eight second leg - Hussein

Joseph Mbilinyi

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

T
A N Z A N I A ’ s 
Simba SC 
assistant skipper, 
M o h a m e d 

Hussein, has said they 
will play respectfully 
against South Africa’s 
Orlando Pirates in the 
second leg of this season’s 
CAF Confederation Cup 
quarterfinals that will take 
place in Johannesburg on 
Sunday.

Simba SC is expected 
to play the match, having 
played the first leg at home 
at Benjamin Mkapa Stadium 
in Dar es Salaam last 
Sunday and secured a 1-0 
win through a penalty kick 
converted by right-back 
Shomari Kapombe.

Hussein said the game 
against Orlando Pirates 
would be tougher and more 
competitive, unlike the one 
that took place in Dar es Sa-
laam.

The footballer maintained 
Simba SC players who will 
get a chance to play that day 
have to follow the instruc-
tions of the technical bench 
under head coach Pablo 
Franco Martin.

The defender pointed 
out: “If you play away, you 
have to apply and play with 
a different strategy contrary 
to the approach that is used 
at home, I think Tanzanians 
have witnessed how Pirates 
played with defensive disci-
pline.’’

The performer main-
tained: ‘’We should play like 
that and cautiously as we at-
tack breakthroughs and use 
our positions carefully, but 
we still have to fight for us to 

qualify for the semi-finals.’’
‘’The South Africa game 

will force us to attack and 
defend at the same time, we 
will have to have a lot of re-
spect for our opponents be-
cause they have a good team 
and a lot of experienced 
players,” Hussein said.

While Pirates are un-
beaten at home with three 
victories and a draw in this 
season’s CAF Confederation 
Cup, Simba SC has fared 
poorly away from Tanzania, 
drawing one match and los-
ing three others.

Pirates will be seeking 
their first continental final 
since losing to Etoile du Sa-
hel in the 2015 CAF Confed-
eration Cup final. 

The South Africans are 
also keen on erasing the 
memory of last season’s 
embarrassing 5-1 aggregate 
quarterfinal defeat to even-
tual winners, Morocco’s 
Raja Casablanca.

Simba SC would have to be 
wary of the opponents and 
venue where the hosts have 
a reputation for employing 
gamesmanship around con-
tinental matches.

While Simba SC has 
had personnel changes, 
the squad has a fearsome 
reputation in front of the 
big crowds.

Simba SC will have to 
either defend their 1-0 
victory by notching a draw 
at the Orlando Stadium or 
seek further victory in the 
second leg to secure a ticket 
to the semi-finals.

Orlando Pirates will have 
to look for a two-goal victory 
while avoiding conceding a 
goal to secure a place in the 
semi-finals. Mohamed Hussein

 By Guardian Correspondent

THE government and Tanzania 
Swimming Association (TSA) 
have been impressed with the 
performances of the national 
swimming team in the just ended 
Africa Zone Four Championships 
held in Lusaka, Zambia.

Tanzania fielded 18 swimmers 
in the event, also known as CANA 
Zone 4, that saw 14 countries 
participate.

The swimmers managed to 
win 13 medals in total, of which 
four are gold medals, four silver 
medals, and five bronze.

The team’s best performer was 
Filbertha Demello, who is just 12 
years old, as she won six medals in 
total.

Filbertha managed to win three 
gold medals, one silver, and two 
bronze medals.

The Bluefins Swimming Club 
swimmer won gold medals in 50m 
and 100m Backstroke, as well as in 
200m Freestyle.

She also won one silver medal 
in 100m Butterfly and two bronze 
medals in 50m Butterfly and 200m 
Backstroke.

The swimmer also won a trophy 
for being third overall in her age 
group.

The team’s captain Collins Sali-
boko managed to win one gold 
medal in 200m Freestyle, one sil-
ver medal in 200m Butterfly, and 
two bronze medals in 50m and 
100m Butterfly.

Another up-and-coming swim-
mer Mark Tibazarwa won three 
medals in total. Tibazarwa won 
silver medals in 100m and 200m 
Freestyle and bronze medals in 
50m Freestyle.

Apart from winning medals, Tan-
zanian swimmers also improved 
their Personal Best Time (PBs).

Tanzania had fielded 18 swim-
mers in the event featuring 14 
countries on the African conti-
nent.

Other swimmers, apart from the 
three, were Julius Missokia, Mischa 

Ngoshani, Mahek Desai, Michael 
Joseph, Austin Okore, Sarah Tiba-
zarwa, and Salman Yasser.

Muskan Gaikwad, Isaac Mukani, 
Aminaz Kachra, Lina Goyayi, Enri-
co Barretto, Maryam Ipilinga, Del-
bert Ipilinga, and Ethan Alimanya 
also made the list.

Tanzania’s swimmers were 
ranked ninth eighth overall out of 
14 countries in the showdown.

According to the results released 
by the African Swimming Con-
federation (CANA), Tanzania col-
lected 902 points after combined 
results by both men and women.

Tanzania is placed 10th in the 
women’s category after collecting 
339 points while in the men’s cate-
gory the country is placed seventh 
after garnering 563 points.

Kenya is ranked seventh af-
ter collecting 1, 065 points while 
Uganda is placed 10thth after col-
lecting 790.50 points.

Zimbabwe won the event while 
Mozambique came second and 
the host nation Zambia settled for 

bronze.
Speaking yesterday, National 

Sports Council (NSC) sports offi-
cial Halima Bushiri commended 
the swimmers, coaches, and TSA 
for the performances that man-
aged to promote Tanzania through 
sports internationally.

Halima disclosed: “We have 
been impressed with the good re-
sults even though we were invited 
to participate in the competition.’’

The official said: ‘’Good enough, 
most of the swimmers are up-and-
coming and managed to sparkle 
and do their best.’’

Imani Alimanya, TSA Chairman, 
also commended the swimmers 
and coaches for their performanc-
es.

Alimanya said swimming is still 
gaining momentum in the coun-
try and believes soon, the country 
will dominate the game and do the 
best in international competitions 
like World Championships, Olym-
pic Games, and Commonwealth 
Games.

Government, TSA commend national swimming team
The national swimming team poses for a photo at the Julius Nyerere International Airport in Dar es Salaam yesterday after arriving from Lusaka, Zambia where the side 
competed in the African Zone Four Championships and managed to win 13 medals in total. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

 By Correspondent Ismail Tano

FORMER Simba SC head coach Dylan 
Kerr has issued advice to the squad 
ahead of its second leg of this season’s 
CAF Confederation Cup quarterfinals 
against Orlando Pirates of South Africa 
slated to take place in Johannesburg on 
Sunday. 

Simba SC will play away at Orlando 
Stadium after commanding a 1-0 win 
in the first leg held at Benjamin Mkapa 
Stadium in Dar es Salaam last weekend.

Kerr, who is currently coaching Soth 
Africa’s Moroka Swallows, said Simba SC 
could contain Orlando at home, if they 
grow in focus and use alternative tactics, 
unlike the ones they used at Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium last Sunday.

He said that since joining Swallows 
he has been fortunate enough to face 
Orlando in five South African Premier 
Soccer League games, winning one, 
drawing three, and losing one.

“I remember the last time I played 
against Orlando I used a 4-3-3 system, 
we made three blocks in every area,’’ the 
tactician disclosed.

The tactician said: ‘’It was not easy for 
them to get to our area, we blocked the 
space, every ball we got we made sure it 

was harmful to them.’’
Kerr had the opportunity to play 

football in the English League during his 
heyday.

“It was not easy to score against them 
but the speed helped us. If you attack fast 
Orlando is disturbed,’’ he said.

On Sunday, Simba SC will have to either 
defend their 1-0 win over Dar es Salaam 
by seeking a draw or seek another victory 
to secure a place in the semi-finals of the 
second tier of continental showpieces.

Orlando Pirates will have to look 
for a two-goal victory whilst avoiding 
conceding a goal to secure progression 
to the next round of this season’s 
showpiece.

Kerr coached Simba SC for the 2015/16 
season before moving to Kenya to join 
Gor Mahia, a squad he worked for in the 
2017/18 season.

The 2018/19 season had Kerr moving 
to South Africa to join Black Leopards, 
in 2020 he was hired by Baroka FC 
participating in the South African 
Premier Soccer League, before returning 
to Black Leopards in 2020/21 season.

In 2021 he joined another South African 
club Tshakhuma Tsha Madzivhandila 
before joining Moroka Swallows FC 
which he serves to this day.

Fomer Simba SC head 
coach counsels squad
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 Gwiji by David Chikoko

Man United don’t even belong on the same 
pitch as Liverpool after latest humiliation

Liverpool’s Mohamed Salah celebrates after scoring his side’s fourth goal during the English Premier 
League soccer match between Liverpool and Manchester United at Anfield stadium in Liverpool, 
England, Tuesday, April 19, 2022. (AP Photo)

quadruple  of the  Pre-
mier League,  Champions 
League,  FA Cup  and  Ca-
rabao Cup.

That’s the same number 
of trophies in one season 
that United have won in 
nearly a decade. It could 
be another 10 years before 
they win the next one if 
Liverpool and Manchester 

 LIVERPOOL, England

R
ALF Rangnick 
insists that he 
believes  Man-
chester Unit-

ed  might only be two or 
three transfer windows 
away from catching  Liver-
pool but judging by the lat-
est thrashing at Anfield, the 
gap looks more like two or 
three thousand light years.

After Liverpool’s 4-0 vic-
tory on Tuesday, the Pre-
mier League table shows a 
difference of 22 points, but 
in practical terms these 
two teams occupy entirely 
different stratospheres.

Jurgen Klopp’s side are 
so far in the distance that 
United can barely see them 
-- which is fitting given that 
on Tuesday night, they 
barely got close enough 
to get a sniff of a red shirt. 
They smell like success, 
by the way, something the 
away fans who travelled 
from Manchester might 
not experience for a while.

The only consolation for 
those United supporters is 

that the season is one game 
closer to its end.

“It is embarrassing, it is 
disappointing, maybe even 
humiliating,” Rangnick 
said after Tuesday’s rout.

By the time Liverpool’s 
season reaches its conclu-
sion, they could have done 
what no other English team 
has done before: won  the 

Benzema, Vinicius Jr.’s connection the 
key to Real Madrid’s brilliant season

winning 5-0 or 6-0 in that 
second leg. Vinicius stops, 
allows his strike partner to 
dart towards the front post, 
thus fooling Antonio Rudi-
ger  and then, deliciously, 
holds on to his delivery 
until the German centre-
half is in the wrong place. 
Benzema has retreated 
three steps and is, thus, in 
splendid isolation.

The cross is perfect, the 
header a peach, and now 
Madrid, fired by the best-
ever Benzema and his new 
buddy, Vinicius, are 180 
minutes away from anoth-
er Champions League final.

Benzema agrees with me 
about the importance of 
the beauty of his football, 
irrespective of how how se-
ductive the statistics might 
seem.

He recently argued: 
“Nowadays, too many peo-
ple don’t bother to look 
at what a player does in a 
match, only at who scores. 
Next day in the headlines, 
it’s ‘he’s the best!’ That’s 
happened to me: bad game, 
but I score, and I’m eulo-
gised. That’s not the kind of 
football I like, and not how 
I understand things.

“When I play, I try to 
show respect. When I see a 
teammate in a better posi-
tion, I definitely don’t think 
‘Woah, maybe I can score 
instead...’ I simply pass him 
the ball so that he can con-
vert the easier chance. I try 
to improve things for those 

around me.”
This includes Vinicius.
“People remember what 

I said about him [in Mon-
chengladbach], but these 
days he’s nothing like the 
player he was then. Ask 
him! It was clear he had 
so much more to produce: 
with a few words, a few 
indications on the pitch 
I showed him important 
things about playing in the 
last 30 metres of the pitch. 
Now he makes the right 
decisions about shooting, 
about crossing, about lift-
ing his head to that he can 
see the picture in front of 
him. He’s doing what he 
should have been doing for 
some time. Vini is young, 
but very good: now there’s 
nothing needed to be said 
to him.”

Vinicius, speaking to 
UEFA, backed up the narra-
tive: “[Karim]’s a great per-
son: since the beginning, 
he’s always given me sup-
port and confidence. But 
mostly it’s about his tips on 
the pitch. It’s a dream come 
true to be playing with him 
-- someone I could once 
only see in video games! 
His quality is incredible. 
I’ve never played with a 
forward at the level he 
plays: he’s different from 
the rest.”

So right now, Vinicius, 
and Real Madrid, need to 
give thanks to Benzema 
for having educated the 
21-year-old whose brain 
now keeps up with his blis-
tering pace. By December, 
when he’s lifting the Ballon 
d’Or, I’d love to hear Benze-
ma admitting: “Thanks, kid 
-- I owe you.”

 By Graham Hunter, ESPN 
Spain writer

WHEN Real Madrid strik-
er Karim Benzema finally 
wins his first Ballon d’Or, 
as he surely must in 2022, 
I sincerely hope that his 
first words are... “I have to 
thank Vinicius Jose Paixao 
de Oliveira Junior.”

Right now, Benzema is 
playing the most beautiful 
football of any player in 
any major league, and he’s 
been doing so since the be-
ginning of the 2021-22 sea-
son. It’s not simply about 
the vast flood of goals he’s 
scoring during the most 
prolific few months of 
his entire career. It’s not 
even simply about the fact 
that he has taken Real Ma-
drid’s capacity to be the 
all-time, comeback “don’t 
you  dare  write us off ” 
kings of European football 
and added extra tungsten-
tough unbeatability thanks 
to a string of improbable, 
admirable and unexpected 
goals.

It’s that his technical 
skills, decision-making, 
movement, passing, dar-
ing, creativity, self-confi-
dence, heading, shooting, 
split-second reactions and 
impishness are precisely 
what the Ballon d’Or was 
invented to venerate.

Benzema makes foot-
ball beautiful, in the tru-
est sense of the word. Like 
great art, opera and cin-
ema, watching him makes 
the senses soar. But any-
one who doesn’t see the 
connection between his 
partnership with Vinicius, 
as searingly unlikely as it 
is, and the Frenchman’s 
elevation to a footballing 
level that surpasses any-
thing he’s produced in his 
already sumptuous career 
hasn’t been paying proper 
attention -- or doesn’t un-
derstand football. 

Please tell me you were 
watching Real Madrid’s lat-
est battle from 2-0 down to 
win 3-2 at Sevilla on Sun-
day? Although the arithme-
tic doesn’t yet support this 
claim, it was the victory 
that guaranteed Madrid 
will be champions of  La-
Liga. Moreover, it was a per-
formance to warn  Man-
chester City  that despite 
them starting as favourites 
next week in the Champi-
ons League semifinal, Pep 
Guardiola’s English cham-

the way it’s turned out, of 
course, but you can see the 
threat.

Nor did the numbers, 
initially, augur something 
great. The first game to-
gether when one of them 
scored? November 2018 
against Real Valladolid, 
when Vinicius’ wild effort 
went in. The first game 
they both scored in? Three 
months later, when each 
hit the net in a 3-0 win over 
Alaves. The first Vinicius 
assist for Benzema? Ten 
days later, on Feb. 13, 2019, 
when Madrid won at Ajax.

Then came the gaps and 
disjointed play, as well as 
the frustration from Ben-
zema that boiled over in 
Monchengladbach that 
night. In fact, it took two 
years, from that assist in 
Amsterdam until earlier 
this season in the home 

defeat against  Sheriff Ti-
raspol, for the Brazilian kid 
to serve Benzema another 
goal in the Champions 
League.

But just look at them 
now.

At 2-0 down, and elimi-
nated, against PSG with 
half an hour left in the 
Champions League round 
of 16, Vinicius looks up 
when he’s on the touchline 
and threads the ball on to 
Benzema’s right boot -- 
precisely the thing he was 
previously accused of not 
doing. Against Chelsea, 20 
minutes into the first leg 
of their quarterfinal, Ben-
zema’s right-foot “punch” 
pass sends Vinicius down 
the left wing and this time, 
he doesn’t look up. Instinct 
guides his radar and he 
puts the ball right into Ben-
zema’s path for the greatest 
header of his career and a 
1-0- lead in London.

Against Chelsea again -- 
on the ropes, 3-1 down at 
home, 3-3 on aggregate and 
just 15 minutes from pen-
alties -- again Vinicius gets 
the ball wide on the left. 
Benzema has taught him 
how to handle it; life with 
“Le Roi de France  had 
helped this phenomenal 
kid think quickly and act 
effectively. Benzema has 
shown him how to “feel” in 
crucial moments.

It all came together in 
that instant against Chel-
sea, who could have been 

City  continue their era of 
domination and United 
continue to be poorly run 
and poorly coached.

Two or three transfer 
windows? Yeah, right.

“When Jurgen Klopp 
came six years ago, they 
changed at the club and 
lifted not just the team 
but the club and city to 

a new level,” said United 
midfielder  Bruno Fer-
nandes  afterward. “That 
is what needs to happen 
with us in the next transfer 
windows. They have better 
players than us. There has 
to be a rebuild for sure.”

“Liverpool is ready for 
the title. We are not,” Fer-
nandes added. “I don’t 
need to be here saying 
about the difference of the 
level. We have to look at 
ourselves, from top to bot-
tom, and understand what 
is going wrong.” 

It was apparent as early 
as the second minute what 
kind of night it was going 
to be. Liverpool goalkeep-
er  Alisson  used his first 
touch to swivel past Fer-
nandes and calmly pass out 
to his defence while United 
goalkeeper David de Gea’s 
first contribution was to 
punt the ball into the Sir 
Kenny Dalglish Stand un-
der no pressure at all.

It set the tone for the 
game: United awkward and 
panicked in Rangnick’s re-
shuffled 5-4-1 formation 

with  Phil Jones  as a third 
centre-back while Liver-
pool was courageous and 
confident.

Luis Diaz  scored after 
five minutes and  Mo-
hamed Salah  added a 
second goal after 22 min-
utes, his time scoring 
since March 12. Both were 
crisp and well-construct-
ed -- two things that have 
looked unfamiliar to Rang-
nick’s players. Man United 
could barely find another 
blue shirt, let alone cre-
ate anything meaningful. 
As they knocked the ball 
around during a delay to 
the start of the second half, 
each completed pass was 
cheered loudly by the Kop.

You know it’s bad when 
your fiercest rivals are 
laughing at you.

There was more sarcastic 
applause 10 minutes into 
the second half when Unit-
ed finally had a shot during 
a brief spell when the visi-
tors looked vaguely compe-
tent, but a goal from Sadio 
Mane  and another from 
Salah made it 4-0. That’s a 

If Real Madrid’s Karim Benzema, left, wins the Ballon d’Or this season, he surely owes a debt to Vin-
icius Jr., right. (Agencies)

9-0 aggregate score if you 
include Liverpool’s 5-0 de-
molition at Old Trafford in 
October.

Liverpool were so much 
better on Tuesday that 
they risked boredom.

“We were clearly better 
in the first half and then 
keeping the concentration 
level is very important,” 
said Klopp.

“I am not here to hu-
miliate opponents,” Klopp 
added. “They’re obviously 
in a difficult situation. We 
did what we had to do -- 
9-0, I am not interested in 
that. It’s something for the 
supporters if they want to 
celebrate. I know it will not 
last forever. They will strike 
back.”

Rangnick’s prediction 
about how long it might be 
before United can match 
Liverpool is a hope rather 
than an expectation. It re-
lies on the idea that the 
club have a viable plan for 
player recruitment going 
forward and it convenient-
ly ignores the fact that they 
spent a combined £130 

million on  Harry Magu-
ire  and  Aaron Wan-Bissa-
ka as recently as 2019.

Maguire, culpable in 
all four goals at Anfield, 
wouldn’t get anywhere 
near this Liverpool team 
while Wan-Bissaka isn’t 
even a regular for United.

It spoke volumes 
that 19-year-old mid-
fielder  Hannibal Mej-
bri showed more fight and 
desire in six minutes as a 
substitute than most of his 
teammates combined. Erik 
ten Hag must love a chal-
lenge  if he’s signed up to 
sort out this mess.

Tuesday at Anfield was 
a mismatch played out by 
teams heading in oppo-
site directions. United are 
on course for their worst 
points total since the for-
mation of the Premier 
League while Liverpool re-
main in the hunt to reach 
new heights.

The gap between the two 
is almost off the scale. They 
may as well be on different 
planets.

ESPN

pions have been drawn 
against an altogether re-
markable set of characters 
who couldn’t find the word 
“surrender” in a dictionary 
even if there were arrows 
pointing to it.

The culmination of Ma-
drid’s comeback was a 
goal, exquisite in both cre-
ation and execution, that 
showed the 21-year-old 
Brazilian winger and the 
34-year-old French winner 
at their best. Go back and 
watch the decisive fifth 
goal if you haven’t seen it: 
Vinicius sprints into a little 
gap where their seemed to 
be no room for his body, 
never mind for invention 
and anarchy, then conjures 
up a scooped, back-heel 
style pass to  Rodrygo  on 
the run, a cut-back from 
the youngster before Ben-
zema measured up his 
angles and left a number 
of Sevilla men sprawling, 
drooling and wailing as he 
clipped home the winner.

I say again: Although the 
argument about Benzema’s 
greatness and the need for 
him to win this historic 
award is about the excel-
sior nature of his play and 
his partnership with Vini-
cius rather than pure stats, 
there’s no escaping the re-
markable numbers the two 
men are generating.

When Benzema hit the 
net, defeated Sevilla and 
“clinched” what will be his 
fourth Spanish title, he put 
himself within six goals of 
overtaking Madrid’s all-
time second-top scorer, the 
inimitable Raul Gonzalez 
Blanco. If the Frenchman 
keeps scoring at his current 
rate, he’ll achieve the feat 
and hit his 324th for  Los 
Blancos  approximately 
150 games more quickly 
than the Spanish legend 
managed. That’s just off the 
charts.

In Seville, Benzema was 
also making it 86 goals 
that he and Vinicius have 
either scored or assisted 
for Real Madrid this sea-
son. That’s a jaw-dropping 
total given that it involves 
someone, Vinicius, whose 

highest goal total in any 
previous Spanish season 
was six. It’s a better total 
of goals and assists this 
season than  Robert Le-
wandowski  and  Thomas 
Muller  at  Bayern Mu-
nich, Lionel Messi and Kyl-
ian Mbappe  at  Paris 
Saint-Germain, and near-
ly 30 better than  Mo-
hamed Salah  and  Sadio 
Mane at Liverpool.

With up to nine matches 
for Benzema and Vinicius 
still to play in Madrid’s 
colours this season, it’s al-
ready a better goal/assist 
total than in three of the 
seasons when the French-
man was partnering  Cris-
tiano Ronaldo  between 
2009 and 2018.

Part of what makes this 
partnership so delicious 
is the joy of watching it. 
Benzema -- suede-headed, 
canny and roaming freely 
around the final third of 
the pitch, given absolute 
freedom by his coach and 
given the ball whenever he 
demands it by the rest of 
his teammates -- is show-
ing every ounce and every 
inch of what he’s learned 
since making his debut 
for Lyon against Metz 17 
years ago.

Vinicius is sometimes a 
bit gauche, sometimes a bit 
genius. Sporting a massive 
grin, bewitching technical 
skills, occasional irrational-
ity and irascibility -- all of it 
imbued with a “don’t make 
me angry by kicking me” 
personality, flooded with 

the pure enjoyment of put-
ting an opponent in knots -- 
he’s the kind of player who 
sells tickets and puts bums 
on seats. 

But such partnerships 
aren’t usually made by op-
posites. As the old song 
goes: “You say po-tay-to, I 
say po-tah-to, let’s call the 
whole things off!” Not so 
long ago, Benzema wasn’t 
the only one in the Madrid 
squad whose patience was 
paper-thin because the 
Brazilian kid was so prone 
to mixing daftness with 
daring. He was just the one 
who was caught expressing 
it.

Picture the scene. It’s 
exactly 16 months ago, 
and Madrid are getting a 
chasing at Monchenglad-
bach. Benzema, grumpy 
and dispirited, is stomp-
ing back out for the sec-
ond half in the company of 
left-back  Ferland Mendy. 
Unaware that he’s within 
range of pitch-side micro-
phones, he’s caught saying 
“Mate, don’t give the ball to 
him, it’s like he’s playing for 
the other team!”

He’s talking about Vini-
cius, his 20-year-old team-
mate. A guy who needs sup-
port, counsel and coaxing, 
but who’s getting an earful 
that will hit the Spanish 
media within a couple of 
days. In terms of a “part-
nership,” this moment was 
potentially the death knell 
for trust and mutual un-
derstanding, as well as for 
their success. That’s not 



 

  

Benzema, Vinicius Jr.’s 
connection the key to Real 
Madrid’s brilliant season
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Namungo FC upbeat ahead of trip to NBC 
Premier League leader Yanga

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

T
HE odds are stacked 
against Namungo 
FC inflicting a first 
NBC Premier League 

loss on runaway leaders Young 
Africans ‘Yanga’ when the 
two sides take to the pitch at 
Benjamin Mkapa Stadium in Dar 
es Salaam on Saturday.

Yanga remains the only 
unbeaten side in the 2021/22 
NBC Premier League after 19 
games.

They currently sit top of the 
league table, 10 points ahead of 
their inter-city rivals Simba SC, 
and they have a genuine shot at 
winning their first league title 
since 2016/17.

While acknowledging the 
strength of Yanga’s squad, 
Namungo FC is confident of its 
chances ahead of the crucial tie 
that has different ramifications 
for both sides.

Namungo FC is pushing for 
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 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Home Affairs Ministry, 
Transport Ministry 
squads hold sway in 
2022 Mei Mosi Cup  

Namungo FC footballers participate in training in Arusha to prepare for this season’s NBC Premier League. PHOTO: 
COURTESY OF NAMUNGO FC

 By Correspondent Renatha Msungu, Dodoma

THE Ministry of Home Affairs and Ministry of Con-
struction and Transport (Transport Sector) outfits 
have excelled in this season’s Mei Mosi Cup netball 
tournament, posting wins in their respective duels in 
Dodoma. 

Ministry of Home Affairs’ netball squad notched a 
79-8 victory over Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA) 
outfit, until the break the former were ahead 41-6. 

Ministry of Construction and Transport side record-
ed a 52-1 victory over Tanzania National Roads Agency 
(TANROADS) netball squad.

In another netball game, the Ministry of Agriculture 
team won 26-13 against the National Electoral Com-
mission squad.

Benjamin Mkapa Hospital’s side defeated the Min-
istry of Water’s outfit 23-21 while the Mzinga netball 
squad handed the Ministry of Mines’ squad a 27-10 
loss.

The Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA) netball 
squad emerged victorious in a fixture against Plan-
ning and Rural Development College team, command-
ing a 28-16 victory.

TANROADS netball outfit later conceded 31-16 loss 
to National Social Security Fund (NSSF) squad.

Kongwa District Commissioner squad settled for a 
14-14 draw with Ngorongoro Conservation Area Au-
thority (NCAA) side.

In the soccer tournament’s duels which took place 
at the Shell Complex ground, Uchukuzi SC notched a 
1-0 win over National Food Reserve Agency (NFRA) 
team, the lone goal was scored by Lugano Mwasomola. 

Temeke Municipal team beat the Ministry of Health’s 
side 2-0, goals were scored by Sunday Mwakijale and 
Masoud Masoud, whereas TRA outfit settled for a 2-2 
draw with Audit outfit.

In other fixtures, the Treasury team managed a 2-2 
draw with Tanzania Petroleum Development Corpo-
ration (TPDC) outfit, while the Benjamin Mkapa Hos-
pital squad conceded a 2-1 loss to the Ministry of En-
ergy’s squad.

In the tug-of-war game for the men’s category, the 
Transport team defeated the Ministry of Home Affairs’ 
squad 2-0, TPDC team also defeated Tanzania Electric 
Supply Company Limited (TANESCO) outfit 2-0.

The Mei Mosi Cup tournament’s Competition Com-
mittee pointed out it has been satisfied with the dis-
plays shown by the players in various sports.

According to the committee, the performers show-
cased a good game and provide entertainment for the 
fans who turned up on the ground to watch the show-
down.

The Mei Mosi Cup’s Competition Committee’s Chair-
man, Hamis Mkanachi, said since the tournament’s 
start on April 16, so far all 41 teams participating in it 
have shown high standards.

Mkanachi said the theme of the games is ‘Sports are 
Healthy and Activate the Motivation for Work, Play, 
Vaccinate, and Prepare for Census for Development 
of the Country’.

Yanga and believe they can 
triumph as they fear no one.

The official disclosed: “We 
are concentrating on get-
ting good results on our next 
game. That’s our focus.’’

‘’It is possible to win, if it is 
possible to win other games 
then why not against Yanga?’’

He added: ‘’It will be a good 
match. We believe it will be 
one of the best matches in 
this NBC Premier League cam-
paign.”

On the other side, Yanga 
will go in search of a win that 
would bring them one step 
closer to clinching this sea-
son’s NBC Premier League 
title.

They are still competing on 
two fronts with their rivals, 
Simba SC, and through to the 
semi-final stage of the Federa-
tion Cup where they could po-
tentially face each other. 

Since their topflight promo-
tion in the 2019/20 season, Na-
mungo FC has always relished 
competing with Yanga.

All the five top-flight league 
matches between Yanga and 
Namungo FC have ended as 
draws.

The ties include their most 
recent encounter in Novem-
ber last year when a contro-
versial penalty converted 
by Jangwani Street outfit’s 
midfielder, Said Ntibazonki-
za, canceled Obrey Chirwa’s 
opener for Namungo FC in a 
game that saw eight yellow 
cards and one red card issued.

Tanzania’s senior national soccer squad ‘Taifa Stars’ head coach, Kim Poulsen. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA 

a top-four finish and the side 
knows victory against Yanga 
will go a long way in cementing 
their hope.

After going four games 
without a win, Namungo FC 

returned to winning ways 
with a 2-1 victory over Ruvu 
Shooting at Ilulu Stadium, 
Lindi on Monday afternoon to 
jump back to the third spot.

They are one point ahead of 

fourth-placed Azam FC having 
played one more game.

Speaking ahead of the game, 
Namungo FC team manager 
Steven Josiah said they are 
ready for a tough battle with 

By Correspondent Michael 
Mwebe

TANZANIA’s senior na-
tional soccer squad ‘Taifa 
Stars’ will come up against 
two-time African champi-
ons Algeria, neighbours 
Uganda, and Niger in the 
2023 Africa Cup of Nations 
qualifiers.

The Confederation of Af-
rican Football announced 
the group qualifying 

matches for next year’s 
edition of the continent’s 
flagship competition after 
a draw held in Johannes-
burg on Tuesday.

Qualifying is set to begin 
with two matches between 
May 30 and June 14. Two 
more fixtures will follow in 
September, with the final 
two rounds in March next 
year. 

The 2023 Africa Nations 

Cup is set to be held in Ivo-
ry Coast in June and July 
next year.

After failing to qualify 
for the 2022 Africa Cup of 
Nations, Taifa Stars will go 
on a quest to try to quali-
fy with an opening away 
game against Niger that 
will be followed by the big-
gest test against Algeria.

Algeria is a nation to 
whom Tanzania has lost by 

an aggregate score of 10-0 
in their last two meetings.

Niger might not be on 
everyone’s lips but they 
are 14 places ahead of Tan-
zania in the FIFA rankings 
and that is why they were 
in Pot 3 while Taifa Stars, 
the lowest-ranked team in 
the group, were in Pot 4.

West Africa has always 
been a difficult hunting 
ground for Tanzanian 

Tanzania’s difficult path to 2023 AFCON finals       
teams. As it stands, start-
ing away in Niger poses 
a difficult start for Taifa 
Stars’ 2023 AFCON qualifi-
ers campaign. 

It is the first time Tanza-
nia will face Niger in the 
qualifiers. A draw here 
would be seen as a good 
result.

Algeria appears as the 
main favourite not only 
within the group but also 
to win the competition de-
spite falling out in the 2021 
AFCON group stage as de-
fending champions.

They have a squad ca-
pable of getting results 
against any African team 
even when playing away. 

Kim Polusen’s men will 
have to be at their very 
best to get anything from 
this game, while a victory 
is the desired result, a 
draw against the immedi-
ate former African cham-
pions cannot be termed 
disastrous despite playing 
at home.

This will be the third 
time Tanzania and Alge-
ria are paired together. In 
their previous meetings, 
Tanzania and Algeria have 
faced each other 11 times.

Taifa Stars have claimed 
one victory, and one draw 
and lost the remaining six 
games. 

Algeria has won by at 
least three goals in the last 
three matches including a 
3-0 victory in the 2019 AF-
CON finals in Egypt.

Taifa Stars’ third match 
and the fourth match will 
be a back-to-back regional 
derby against Uganda. 
These are the crucial 
games that will decide Tai-
fa Stars’ fate.

In such qualifiers cam-
paign, matchdays three 
and four are always cru-
cial.

By the time Tanzania 
plays Uganda in Dar es 
Salaam, they will either 
be out of the race or be 
in a very good position to 
qualify for the finals as two 
finals games pose a differ-
ent set of challenges.

A home victory could 

confirm qualification in 
the fifth game while the 
last game away to Algeria is 
as good as a loss on paper.

Tanzania and Uganda 
faced off in the qualifiers 
for the 2019 campaign in 
Egypt, with Taifa Stars 
beating already qualified 
Cranes 3-0 in Dar es Sa-
laam after drawing goalless 
at Namboole, Kampala.

Ultimately, the Uganda 
Cranes will feel like they 
have a better chance 
against Taifa Stars but the 
familiarity between the 
two sides adds an interest-
ing dimension to the game.

It is a tough group. Alge-
ria will qualify from this 
group leaving Tanzania, 
Uganda, and Niger to com-
pete for the other spot.

Uganda Cranes’ head 
coach, Milutin Sredojevic 
‘Micho’, believes his side 
will qualify. 

The tactician stated: “I 
believe that we have a very 
competitive group, keep-
ing in mind that both Niger 
and Tanzania have rep-
resentatives in the group 
stages of inter-club com-
petitions, and the strength 
of Algeria as recent AFCON 
champions and Arab Cup 
winners.’’

‘’When I look at every-
thing, I have strong hope 
that we shall succeed,” 
Micho was quoted by the 
Ugandan local media after 
the draw.

On paper, at least it is a 
tougher draw than for ei-
ther the 2019 or 2021 AF-
CON qualifiers, but who 
knows what will happen 
when Taifa Stars get out 
there, Uganda and Niger 
do not strike fear in the 
eyes of Stars’ players and 
so it is a fair fight.

Tanzania, Uganda, and 
Niger all have talent, but 
none qualified for the last 
edition of the AFCON finals 
in Cameroon. 

The three nations can all 
beat each other on any giv-
en day, making it a difficult 
but very interesting group 
of three hopefuls behind 
Algeria.
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