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BUSINESS
By Guardian Reporter

THE 2024 edition of The African Banking Digital Transformation report revealed that 76 percent of banks rank digital transformation as either their top priority or among the top three, while the remaining 24 percent also view it as important.
A statement issued by African Banker yesterday, indicated that with almost half of the continent unable to access any form of bank account, including ap-proximately 60 percent of women, this result reflects the opportunity for banks to grow their customer base through an inclusive digital offering.

A growing African population – fore-cast to be 2.49 billion by 2050 – coupled with spectacular increases in the num-ber of devices such as smartphones and tablets (mobile phones now account for 75 percent of web traffic in Africa) is the perfect recipe for an explosion in digital banking.
Benefits include speed, convenience, and enhanced user data, meaning that banks can much more readily tailor solu-tions for their clients. In 2021 – the last year for which full figures are available – 55.07 percent of the African population owned a bank or mobile money account, compared to 23.33 percent in 2011. This year, cloud computing was the most cited technology being incorporat-ed into digitisation strategies. This over-takes Artificial Intelligence and Cyberse-curity & Resilience as the primary driver since our 2023 survey. The result can be explained through the growing sophisti-cation of AI solutions, which sees it spill over into other technology areas includ-ing Cybersecurity.

Interviewed for the report, Ecobank Group Chief Digital Officer Nvalaye Kourouma said: “I really see AI as a game-changer, both internally and ex-ternally” because AI-powered tools help overcome language barriers for engag-ing customers in different countries.“We now have the capability to build local natural languages into our AI inter-actions so that language and writing are no longer barriers. Speech and image can be used to communicate more effec-tively. AI opens the door for a different level of engagement with our customers, so it’s encouraging,” he added.
The 2024 edition of the report draws on comprehensive survey data from more than 150 banks spanning 35 coun-tries, providing an in-depth analysis of current digital banking trends, key in-novations, and digital transformation progress.

The report was launched during GI-TEX Africa 2024, in Marrakesh, Morocco and it is a collaboration work between African Banker and Backbase.
While the Backbase is on a mission to re-architect banking around the cus-tomer the African Banker is dedicated to reporting on the banking industry across Africa. 

Digital transformation: A top-three
priority for banks, says new report

AfDB 2023 report: Climate financesoars, strong net income achieved

By Guardian Reporter
 
IN 2023, approvals for climate finance reg-istered a substantial increase over the previ-ous year, reaching $5.8 billion, representing 55 percent of total approvals; Bank achieves strong net income- UA 1,729.89 million.The African Development Bank Group (AfDB) released its Annual Report for 2023 on Wednesday, painting a picture of im-proved financial performance and robust support to its member countries across Af-rica.

A statement issued by AfDB and shared to this journalist, indicated that the critical financial support has resulted in increased resilience and recovery despite the challeng-ing effects of regional conflicts, economic shocks, climate change, and the after-effects of the Covid-19 pandemic.
In the face of stubbornly high inflation, public debt and associated financial vulnera-bilities, African countries balanced efforts to spur growth and measures to contain the im-pact of rising cost of living on their citizens, earning commendation from Bank Group president Dr. Akinwumi Adesina.“Our nations, our economies, and our peo-

By Guardian Reporter

CONTINENTAL group 
the African Petroleum 
Producers Organization 
(APPO), in collabora-
tion with multilateral 
financial institution the 
African Export-Import 
Bank (Afreximbank) 
has signed the requisite 
documents for the es-
tablishment of the Africa 
Energy Bank – an institu-
tion set up to facilitate, 
promote and finance the 
development of oil, gas 
and energy industries in 
Africa.

A statement by African 
Energy Chamber (AEC) 
released yesterday and 
shared to this journalist, 
has that the signing cer-
emony was held in Cai-
ro on June 3, 2024 and 
marked the official crea-
tion of the institution.

As the voice of the Af-
rican energy sector, AEC 
commends the efforts by 
APPO and Afreximbank 

to not only establish 
such an important fi-
nancial institution but 
to fast-track its creation. 
The AEC believes that 
the Africa Energy Bank 
will play a central role 
in strengthening energy 
access and growth in 
Africa by providing the 
financing needed to get 
large-scale projects off 
the ground.

The signing ceremony 
comes ahead of the con-
tinent’s biggest energy 
event – African Energy 
Week (AEW) which aims 
to drive new investment 
across the continent’s 
energy value chain. Unit-
ing investors and pro-
jects developers with 
African energy projects, 
the event has long-advo-
cated for the establish-
ment of an Africa Energy 
Bank, and in 2024, the 
conference will further 
unpack the role the in-
stitution will play across 
the continent.  

Africa Energy Bank ushers in a
new era of hydrocarbon growth

ple continue to show remarkable fortitude,” he noted in the report’s foreword. “Despite the overall economic slowdown, 15 coun-tries posted output expansion of more than 5 percent and Africa retained its position as the fastest-growing economy after Asia with real GDP growth close to the global average of 3.2 percent.”
The Annual Report reports that Bank Group approvals for 2023 (UA 8.03 billion) were 30 percent higher than those for 2022 (UA 6.16 billion), and close to the highest ap-provals in the history of the Bank Group.Approvals for sovereign operations - pro-jects financed with the guarantee of a sover-eign entity such as a national or sub-national government - in 2023 increased sharply by 43 percent, to reach UA 6.76 billion as the Bank provided extensive sustainable finance to boost several African countries in their post Covid-19 recovery.

The Bank’s High 5 priorities: to Light Up and Power Africa, Feed Africa, Industrial-ize Africa, Integrate Africa, and Improve the Quality of Life for the People of Africa all saw increased approvals in 2023, except “Feed Africa,” which showed a decrease. The posi-tive decrease from the exceptionally high 

level in 2022, is a result of the newly cre-ated African Emergency Food Production Facility, set up to offset  disruption of food supplies across the continent due to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
The report records the impressive results of projects delivered across the High 5’s in 2023: 2.4 million people with access to new electricity connections; 11 million farmers used improved techniques including micro-irrigation, fertilizer, and climate-resilient seeds; over 440,000 enterprises had access to finance, and almost 233,000 of them are women-owned, 3.5 million people gained ac-cess to better transport services; and 9 mil-lion people had new or improved access to water and sanitation.

Bank maintains gender markers, pursuing innovative financing solutions to offset riskAfDB continued to categorize its approved sovereign operations using the Gender Marker System, which seeks to differenti-ate operations to focus on those that have a greater impact on reducing gender gaps.In 2023 a record 100 percent of sovereign operations were categorized using the Gen-der Marker System, of which 58 percent con-tributed directly to women’s access to social services and skills.
The Bank showed innovation in safeguard-ing its ability to bear risk in carrying out its strategic development objectives while maintaining its AAA/aaa rating. In particular, guarantees for sovereign operations rose to UA 1.71 billion in 2023, the highest level since the Bank started offering these instruments in 2000.

Also in 2023, approvals for climate finance registered substantial increase over 2022, reaching UA 4.3 billion (USD 5.8 billion,) rep-resenting 5 percent% of total approvals.The African Development Bank Group ex-perienced a significant increase in income in all its three entities reaching UA 1,729.89 million up from UA 774.79 million in Decem-ber 2022. The increase was a result of height-ened loan activities and favorable returns on treasury and other investments. Although, this was largely offset by higher borrowing expenses, the Bank achieved very strong net income of UA 406.05 million, close to double the UA 239.39 million in 2022.

By Guardian Reporter

BANKING counter dominated the Dar es Salaam Stock Exchange (DSE) activities during the opening day of the week, with share indices ended up in downward trend.
The daily market report shows that all Share Index (DSEI), Tanza-nia Share Index (TSI) and Banks, Finance & Investment declined by 0.93 points, 0.36 points and 1.21 points respectively.

Top mover was CRDB counter, which recorded the transactions of 351,603 shares, valued 178.6m/- traded through normal market board at a weighted average price of 510/- per share in 181 deals.
NMB counter emerged as sec-ond top mover, after recorded the transactions of 25,693 shares valued 136.2m/-, traded through 

Banking counters dominate DSE trading on week’s opening

Stock brokers at work. File Photo

Oil worker engages in upstream oil production. Photo: File Photo

institution has garnered substantial interest from African governments and development financial in-stitutions, all of which recognize its role in funding future projects.
APPO Secretary General Omar Farouk Ibrahim an-nounced in March 2024 that the bank had already started receiving funds from APPO member states – underscoring the level of interest in supporting its es-tablishment. The bank is seeking approximately $83 million from each of APPO’s 18 signatories, amount-ing to almost $1.5 billion.

With the establishment of the bank, African coun-tries will not only be able to benefit from a new source of financing but will be able to reduce their reliance on foreign capital. Between 2016 and 2021, over 88 percent of the general financing of the 24 largest fossil fuel companies in Africa was foreign funded. showcasing the level of reliance on foreign institutions.
This has left the continent susceptible to foreign policies and capital trends, leading to difficulty in raising capital despite the urgency of oil and gas de-velopment. With the Africa Energy Bank, project de-velopers can tap into African-raised funds, therefore driving project forward.

“The AEC is proud to see organizations such as APPO and Afreximbank taking concrete steps to-wards financing African energy projects. Despite on-going pressure to relinquish fossil fuel financing and redirect capital towards renewables, these organiza-tions are promoting a just transition in Africa – one that prioritizes Africa’s development and recognizes the role oil and gas plays. The Africa Energy Bank will play a catalyzing role in expanding the energy indus-try in Africa while driving sustainable and equitable growth for the continent’s population,” stated NJ Ayuk, Executive Chairman of the AEC.

AEW is the platform of choice for project opera-tors, financiers, technology providers and govern-ment, and has emerged as the official place to sign deals in African energy.
Despite the role oil and gas has and will continue to play in Africa, global efforts to transition to alter-native sources of fuel have created a significant in-vestment gap worldwide. In recent years, fossil fuel funding has been declining rapidly, while IOCs divest their oil and gas assets, favoring more strategic in-vestments.

At the same time, Africa still faces an energy crisis, with more than 600 million lacking access to elec-

tricity and over 900 million lacking access to clean cooking solutions. The International Energy Agency estimates that delivering modern energy to the en-tire continent will require up to $25 billion in annual spending until 2030, highlighting a significant oppor-tunity for financiers.
The Africa Energy Bank aims to directly address funding challenges by providing an African solution to financing energy projects.

With $5 billion in initial capital raised from African signatories, the institution aims to close the funding gap by providing capital to oil and gas projects across the continent. In a relatively short period of time, the 

AfDB President  Akinwumi Adesina. File Photo

We now have the capability to build local natural languages into our AI interactions so that language and writing are no longer barriers

normal trade at a weighted average price of 5,325/- per share in eleven deals.Other banking counters which recorded trading activities during the opening day of the week were DCB, which transacted 

1,780 shares valued 195,800/-, followed by Maendeleo Bank (MBP), which transacted 10 shares valued 3,000/- and Mkombozi Com-mercial Bank (MKCB) counter which trasact-ed 1,122shares valued 0.6m/-.

Apart from banking sector, TCCIA Invest-ment Limited (TICL) was third top mover, af-ter recording the transaction of 14,129 shares valued 2.6m/- traded at a price ranging from 185/- to 190/- per share in 30 deals.The market report shows a total turno-ver of 324 was recorded during the opening day of the week, through the transaction of 400,510 shares traded in 290 deals. Local investors dominated the activities as they accounted for 100 percent of total value of shares bought and 99.87 percent of the value of total shares sold.
Other non-banking active counters were self-listed DSE, Precision Air (PAL), Tanzania Cigarette Company (TCC), Tanzania Port-land Cement Company (TPCC), Tanzania Tea Packaging (Tatepa) and Vodacom Tan-zania.

Top gainer of the day was cross listed East African Breweries Limited (EABL), which its share slightly increased by 1.31 percent to 3,100/-, compared to 3,060/- recorded dur-

ing the closing day of the last week.Four counters including Jubilee Holdings Limited ( JHL), Kenya Commercial Bank (KBC), Mkombozi Commercial Bank (MKCB) and TCCIA Investment Limited (TICL) saw their share declining at the opening of the week.
On government bonds board, a 20-year bond with a coupon rate of 12.10 percent and a face value of 0.01bn/- was traded at 85.06 percent in one deal, while a 20-year bond with coupon rate of 15.49 percent and face value of 0.15bn/- was traded at prices of 100 percent, 100.38 percent, 104 percent, 105.49 percent and 106.022 percent in six deals.The market also traded a 25-year bond with a coupon rate of 12.56 percent ad a face value of 0.03bn/- at 90.145 percent in one deal, while a 25-years bond with coupon rate of 15.95 percent and a face value of 2.05bn/- was traded at prices ranging from 102 per-cent and 112 percent in four deals. 
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Treasury presents
18trn/- estimates, as
TRA’s collections
goal set at 29.4trn/-

By Correspondent Paul Mabeja, Dodoma

TREASURY yesterday tabled 18trn/- to-
tal estimates while expecting to collect 
44.19trn/- during fiscal 2024/2025 in a 
snapshot of recurrent and development 
expenditure estimates.

Finance minister Dr Mwigulu Nchemba 
said in delivering those estimates that key 
priorities of the budget include strength-
ening systems of revenue collection, 
expenditure and management of gov-
ernment’ assets, listing these systems as 
IDRAS, TANCIS, MUSE, NeST, CBMS and 
GAMIS.

Servicing the government debt on time 
and improving the database for maintain-
ing debt information, providing financial 
services education to promote integrated TURN TO PAGE 2

financial services are key aspects of Treas-
ury work next financial year, he stated.

Capacity building for internal auditors, 
audit committees and risk management 
coordinators in public institutions will 
similarly be accentuated, he stated, cit-
ing priorities of the National Audit Office 
for fiscal 2024/25 as including “auditing 
incomes and use of public resources as 
approved by Parliament for 2023/24.”

Technical audits, efficiency audits or 
auditing development projects and IT 
systems are on the cards, as initiating spe-
cialized audits is a main focus, the minis-
ter explained.

Improving the working environment 
by building and renovating regional of-
fices and building the capacity of parlia-

of Infrastructure, Communications and 
Transportation underscored this need 
here yesterday at the opening of the 42nd 
meeting of the African Postal Union (PAPU) 
administrative council.

The use of technology makes life easi-
er and reduces shipping costs as well as 
bringing efficiency to shipping services 

By Salome Kitomari, Seoul

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu Hassan has 
urged African Heads of States to put in place 
strong strategies that promote the clean 
cooking energy agenda to address health 
challenges facing women and reduce envi-
ronmental degradation.

Addressing the first Korea-Africa Summit 
here yesterday, she said that these efforts will 
also help countries to achieve goal number 
7(1) of the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs).

The goal is geared at ensuring universal 
access to affordable, reliable and modern 
sustainable energy for all by 2030, she stat-

ed, highlighting that South Korea, the 12th 
largest economy in the world, can genuinely 
contribute to this quest.

It needs to work to support this agenda, 
to reduce environmental degradation and 
protect women and the public in general, 
the president noted, stressing the need for 

TURN TO PAGE 2

Samia urges strong clean
cooking agenda in Africa
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By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

BOOSTING the use of technology in the 
delivery of postal services is essential to 
match the speed of technological growth 
around the world, the Zanzibar govern-
ment has affirmed.

Dr Mzee Suleiman Mndewa, deputy per-
manent secretary in the Zanzibar Ministry 

Govt refutes 
$2.5bn loan 
‘link’ with sea 
resources
By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

SOUTH Korea has not been given access 
to Tanzania’s ocean resources and miner-
als as part of conditions for the $2.5bn 
loan, the government has affirmed.

Mobhare Matinyi, the chief govern-
ment spokesman, made this clarification 
in Dar es Salaam yesterday, objecting to 
such assertions aired by international 
media agencies.

He said that the $2.5bn loan that Tanza-
nia has obtained has the usual conditions 
and not tied to the granting of access to its 
resources, referring to online reports that 
Tanzania has signed two accords during 
the president’s visit to that country.

The reposts talked of granting South 
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President Samia Suluhu Hassan has an audience with Korea International Coopera-
tion Agency (KOICA) President Chang Won Sam in the South Korean capital, Seoul, 
yesterday chiefly on cooperation between Tanzania and South Korea. Photo: State 
House

Finance minister Dr Mwigulu Nchemba tables the Finance ministry’s Budget estimates 
for financial year 2024/2025 in the National Assembly in Dodoma city yesterday. Photo: 
Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph

Revenues from gaming are projected at 
24.89bn/-, while the board persists in educating 

the community on the negative effects of 
gaming, alongside managing operation of the 

national lottery
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Lawrence Mafuru (C), executive secretary of the National Planning Commission in the President’s Office, briefs journalists in Dar es Salaam yesterday on 
preparations for a conference on the National Development Vision 2050 scheduled to be held in the city on Saturday (June 8). He is with his deputy, Dr 
Mursali Milanzi (R), and Vision 2050 vice chairman Joseph Semboja. Photo: Correspondent Imani Nathaniel

Singida Regional Referral Hospital’s acting Chief Medical Officer, Dr David Mwasota (2nd-R), briefs Singida regional commissioner Halima Dendego (3rd-
R) yesterday on the proposed three-storey building at the hospital whose construction has reportedly stalled since 2022. Photo: Correspondent Martha 
Mlata
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Korea access to ocean resources 
and minerals crucial for clean en-
ergy technologies, such as nickel, 
lithium and graphite.

“Korea has not been given a part 
of our sea, what we are doing is col-
laborating with them to gain experi-
ence and expertise from our friends 
to improve our fishing activities by 
using advanced expertise and vari-
ous technologies,” he said.

He asserted that Tanzania is not 
the only one that gets that kind of 
loan as there are 59 countries in-
cluded in the loan arrangement in 
Africa and elsewhere.

Mortgaging national property is 
not part of the conditions, he said, 
elaborating that during the visit, 
President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
witnessed the signing of one con-
tract and two memoranda of under-
standing (MoU), apart from the joint 
declaration communiqué with the 
host government.

The contract related to the $ 2.5bn 
loan for infrastructure projects un-
der the country’s economic cooper-
ation fund (EDCF), he said, insisting 
that the loan is concessional.

It will be given within five years 
from now and it will start being 
paid after 25 years, he stated, refer-
ring to explanations by Ambassador 
Togolani Mavura and the Planning 
and Investment minister, Prof Kitila 
Mkumbo.

“The loan will be paid for a period 
of 40 years and when we say it is a 
cheap loan, it is because the interest 
on this loan is 0.01 percent,” the in-
formation czar intoned.

The loan has no conditions to 
mortgage anything and this is not 
the first time that Tanzania has re-
ceived a loan under the EDCF, he 
stated.

Tanzania has received similar 
loans twice, where for the first time 
it received $733m stretched from 
2014 to 2020 and $1bn for 2021-
2025, he added.
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Govt refutes $2.5bn loan 
‘link’ with sea resources

mentary standing committees to 
understand the reports of the Con-
troller and Auditor General (CAG) 
will also be initiated, he said.

Some Treasury priorities for fis-
cal 2024/25 will be implemented 
in collaboration with educational 
institutions, professional and aca-
demic boards, as well as regulatory 
organisations for financial manage-
ment, taxes, procurement and sup-
ply, gaming, investment and statis-
tics, he said.

Training, research and profes-
sional advice will have pride of 
mention in Treasury institutions, 
with five educational institutions 
under the ministry expecting to ad-
mit a total of 86,098 students. Up to 
12,450 will be pursuing advanced di-
plomas, 18,848 ordinary diplomas, 
49,549 first degrees and 5,251 taking 
master’s degrees, he said.

The flagship Institute of Finance 
Management (IFM) expects to en-
rol 17,775 students, the Tanzania 
Institute of Accountancy 30,972 
students, the Arusha Institute of Ac-
countancy 19,136 students, the Insti-
tute of Rural Development Planning 
16,652 students and the East African 
Statistics College 1,563 students, he 
elaborated.

The institutions at present expect 
to conduct 85 research projects and 
provide 818 professional services, 
he said, affirming that during fiscal 
2024/25, Treasury educational in-
stitutions expect to receive 8.94bn/- 
in subsidies for strengthening the 
teaching and learning environment, 
with five such projects lined up.

The Tanzania Revenue Author-
ity expects to collect tax and non-
tax revenue totalling 29.42trn/-, 
where 28.87trn/- is tax revenue 

and 541.10bn/- is non-tax revenue, 
amidst efforts to combat smuggling 
and cut loopholes for loss of govern-
ment revenue.

TRA expects to receive 25.97bn/- 
from the Treasury for improving 
government revenue management 
systems, purchasing work tools and 
improving the workplace environ-
ment, especially office buildings, he 
said.

The National Board of Account-
ants and Auditors expects to regis-
ter 300 accountants and auditors at 
various levels of membership.

Providing training on the prepa-
ration and auditing of financial 
statements for 12,500 accountants 
and auditors, conducting quality au-
dits on the preparation of financial 
statements for 75 institutions and 
companies.

The board will conduct a quality 
audit of 58 accounting audits for 65 
audit companies, conducting pro-
fessional examinations at various 
levels in two phases for 14,540 can-
didates.

The board expects to register 
3,500 procurement and supply 
professionals, conduct training and 
professional counselling for 6,500 
candidates and conduct profes-
sional examinations for 4,000 can-
didates.

The Gaming Board of Tanzania 
expects to issue 12,456 licenses, 
including 1,126 new licenses and 
renew 11,330 licenses, conduct 12 in-
spections based on risks in various 
games, he stated.

Revenues from gaming are pro-
jected at 24.89bn/-, while the board 
persists in educating the communi-
ty on the negative effects of gaming, 
alongside managing operation of 
the national lottery, he added.
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countries to enhance investments 
in clean cooking energy technolo-
gies.

Unsustainable energy sources 
have a significant impact on the 
environment, including air pollu-
tion and greenhouse gas emissions, 
contributing to climate change and 
affecting people’s health, the presi-
dent emphasised.

Under the theme “the future we 
make together: shared growth, sus-
tainability, and solidarity,” the ma-
jor diplomatic event has gathered 
28 African Heads of State, interna-
tional organizations, key figures 
from the Korean and international 
business communities, academia 
and non-governmental organiza-
tions.

President Samia, a champion of 
clean cooking energy for women in 
Africa, said clean and sustainable 
energy will greatly help reduce de-
forestation and diseases caused by 
pollution, an intense cause of dis-
comfort for women.

Investment in clean cooking ener-
gy in Africa provides economic op-
portunities in the various countries, 
thus she has tapped Dr Akinwumi 
Adesina, the African Development 
Bank (AfDB) to assist in working to 
raise funds for this agenda.

“So I humbly ask the government 
of the Republic of Korea to join us 
in this campaign,” the president in-
toned, underlining that it is a good 
opportunity for Africa. 

It will help to create an economic 
partnership with a strong inclina-
tion to address imbalances in eco-

nomic and social development of 
the various countries, she said.

“It is our expectation that the 
economic partnership between our 
countries and the Republic of Korea 
is feasible and we have gathered 
here in Seoul with great confidence 
that this meeting lays the founda-
tion for strengthening economic 
cooperation and the exchange of 
technology to spur development of 
our countries,” she further noted.

It is encouraging that there will be 
a system to monitor the progress of 
decisions of the meeting to ensure 
there are positive outcomes, she 
said, pointing out that currently 
Tanzania is working with a Korean 
company in graphite mining, while 
it welcomes more investors in stra-
tegic minerals.

The meeting is being held 18 years 

after Korea obtained African Union 
(AU) observer status, making great 
strides to transform its economy de-
spite its agricultural economy back-
ground and few mineral or other 
resources.

The meeting ending today shall 
issue a joint statement of the Head 
of States, where a notable feature is 
Korea opening its economy towards 
Africa.

President Samia and host Presi-
dent Yoon Seok-Yeol signed accords 
for cooperation in strategic min-
erals such as nickel, lithium and 
graphite.

Other sectors covered in the 
agreement include infrastructure, 
blue economy, development of nat-
ural gas and innovation, to promote 
the economy, increasing direct and 
indirect jobs.

Samia urges strong clean cooking agenda in Africa
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Treasury presents 18trn/- estimates, 
TRA’s collections goal set at 29.4trn/-

through the Post Office as it rapidly 
moves towards the digital economy, 
he stated.

African postal service experts say 
that African countries should invest 
in advanced communication in-
frastructure to promote the digital 
economy and participate in interna-
tional networks.

“Without the digital economy 
right now, Africa will not be able to 
participate in international devel-
opment,’ he said, while Dr Sifundo 
Moyo, the PAPU secretary general 
said that the meeting will discuss 
opportunities, challenges and solu-
tions for improving postal services 
by enhancing efficiency and reduc-
ing user costs.

“One big thing here is to see how 
technology can help in the advance-
ment of postal services, which we 
believe is convenient and will reach 
many people at the same time wher-
ever they are,” he declared.

Postal stakeholders will be seek-
ing to plan ways of meeting chal-
lenges facing the sector, to be solved 
in collaboration with various coun-

tries that have taken steps to pro-
vide modernised services, he said.

Chande Maharage, the postmas-
ter general, said that the postal sec-
tor has a contribution in the nation-
al economy, making it important for 
the sector to adopt technologies for 
the best use of available opportuni-
ties.

“The economic contribution 
of postal services includes help-
ing to facilitate business among 
African countries and with other 
continents,’ he said, asserting that 
technology need not replace postal 
services but make the use of tech-
nology an opportunity to further 
develop those services.

The PAPU administrative council 
meeting from June 3 to 14 will bring 
together experts from PAPU mem-
ber countries and various regional 
stakeholders and the World Postal 
Union, he further noted.

Upwards of 30 countries regu-
larly participate in the conference, 
examining development plans for 
the African postal sector plus the 
world postal development strategy 
for 2025-2029, he added.

‘Technology shift vital in 
boosting postal services’
FROM PAGE 1

NAIROBI

POLICE in Nairobi have arrested 
a 19-year-old teenager captured on 
video assaulting a police officer in 
Mirema, Nairobi County. The video 
which went viral on Sunday shows 
the driver assaulting the officer 
who ended up in a ditch.

Authorities tracked down the 

suspect on Sunday evening, sub-
jecting him to intensive overnight 
questioning.

Reports suggest the interrogation 
involved torture and insults. The 
teenager claimed it was his first al-
tercation with a police officer and 
that the officer had demanded an 
excessive bribe.

The suspect believed to be a gang 

leader from Mwiki with 10 pending 
court cases, was arrested in a white 
car, which officers suspected he was 
using to attend a club in Mirema.

The incident began Sunday 
morning when a traffic police offic-
er stopped the driver for making an 
illegal U-turn and blocking traffic.

During the confrontation, the of-
ficer entered the car and directed 

the driver to a police station. The 
driver then diverted and pulled a 
sword from under his seat, forcing 
the officer out. The driver contin-
ued to attack the officer, causing 
injuries. Bystanders intervened and 
rushed the injured officer to a med-
ical facility. For specialized care, 
the officer was transferred to Mama 
Lucy Hospital.

Kenyan driver filmed beating police nabbed
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By Makua Ubanagu

AS the global food crisis 
continues to wreak havoc, the 
World Bank has scaled up its efforts 
to tackle rising food insecurity, 
particularly in Africa.

According to the latest update 
released on Monday, the bank has 
now made available $45 billion 
through a combination of new 
lending and existing portfolio, 
surpassing its initial commitment 
of $30 billion over 15 months.

Accordingly, the bank’s food 
and nutrition security portfolio 
now spans 90 countries, with a 
specific focus on both short-term 
interventions, such as expanding 
social protection, and longer-term 
resilience measures, including 
boosting productivity and climate-
smart agriculture.

In Africa, the World Bank’s 
interventions are expected to 
benefit millions, with a particular 
emphasis on addressing the 
disproportionate impact on 
women.

“The Bank’s intervention is 
expected to benefit 335 million 
people, equivalent to 44 percent 

of the number of undernourished 
people. Around 53 percent of the 
beneficiaries are women – they are 
disproportionately more affected 
by the crisis,” the update states.

One initiative is the $2.75 
billion Food Systems Resilience 
Programme for Eastern and 
Southern Africa, which aims to 
increase the region’s food systems’ 
resilience and ability to tackle 
growing food insecurity.

“Now in phase three, the 
program will enhance inter-agency 
food crisis response and also boost 
medium- and long-term efforts for 
resilient agricultural production, 
sustainable development of 
natural resources, expanded 
market access, and a greater 
focus on food systems resilience 
in policymaking,” the update 
highlights.

In West Africa, the $766 
million West Africa Food Systems 
Resilience Program is working to 

increase preparedness against 
food insecurity and improve the 
resilience of food systems.

“The program is increasing digital 
advisory services for agriculture 
and food crisis prevention and 
management, boosting adaption 
capacity of agriculture system 
actors, and investing in regional 
food market integration and trade 
to increase food security,” the 
update states.

An additional $345 million is 
currently under preparation for 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, and Togo.

The bank’s interventions span 
various countries across the 
continent, addressing diverse 
challenges. For instance, in 
Malawi, a $95 million credit from 
the International Development 
Association (IDA) aims to increase 
the commercialization of select 
agriculture value chain products 
and provide an immediate and 
effective response to crises or 

emergencies.
In Madagascar, a $200 million 

IDA grant seeks to strengthen 
decentralized service delivery, 
upgrade water supply, restore and 
protect landscapes, and strengthen 
the resilience of food and livelihood 
systems in the drought-prone 
‘Grand Sud’.

Furthermore, the $175 million 
Sahel Irrigation Initiative Regional 
Support Project is helping build 
resilience and boost productivity of 
agricultural and pastoral activities 
in Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, 
Mauritania, Niger, and Senegal.

“More than 130,000 farmers and 
members of pastoral communities 
are benefiting from small and 
medium-sized irrigation initiatives. 
The project is building a portfolio 
of bankable irrigation investment 
projects of around 68,000 ha, 
particularly in medium and large-
scale irrigation in the Sahel region,” 
the update stated.

Nigeria unions suspend 
strike after salary offer
LAGOS 

NIGERIA’S trade unions have 
suspended a general strike by 
workers that brought economic 
activity to a halt this week.

The decision comes after the 
government promised to increase 
the national minimum wage to at 
least 60,000 naira ($40, £32) per 
month.

This falls below the $330 that 
unions have been demanding, 
but is double the current monthly 
salary.

The strike began on Monday 
and led to the shutdown of the 
country’s power grid, leaving 
millions without electricity.

Government and union 
representatives say they will now 
meet every day for a week for 
further negotiations.

A civil servant in the northern 
city of Kano told the BBC he was 
disappointed by the offer, and 
wanted at least 100,000 naira ($67) 

a month.
“Even 100,000 naira won’t be 

enough as prices in the market 
have gone up but it will be better 
than what we have now,” said 
Shittu Lawal, who works in the 
information ministry in Kano.

“I spend 500 naira to get to work 
every day which is not easy, we will 
return to work now and continue to 
push for more,” he added.

Early on Monday, the country 
was plunged into darkness shortly 
after 02:00 local time (01:00 GMT) 
when union members prevented 
operators at the country’s power 
control rooms from working and 
closed electricity substations.

Many flights were also cancelled 
in the country’s busiest airport in 
Lagos, and in the capital, Abuja, 
with passengers left stranded.

Schools, offices and hospitals 
across the country have also been 
closed. This strike is the fourth 
since President Bola Tinubu came 
to power a year ago.

World Bank pledges $45bn to 
fight food insecurity in Africa

Salim Kimaro, a senior officer with Finance ministry’s Financial Sector Operations Department, stands as facilitator at a financial education seminar for 
entrepreneurs in Sumbawanga municipality yesterday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Special Correspondent, Nairobi

AFRICAN governments have 
been urged to front human capital 
development to enhance youth 
skills to nurture employability and 
entrepreneurship via widespread 
Technical Vocational Education and 
Training (TVET) provision.

Also important is aligning 
education curricula to embody 
science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) related courses 
in order to spur innovativeness and 
ingenuity in young people, thus 
creating jobs in the digital space, the 
manufacturing sector and the ever-
growing AI-driven future.

Speaking at the African Economic 
Research Consortium (AERC)’s 
plenary session of the 60th Biannual 
Research Workshop on Monday in 
Nairobi, immediate former Governor 
of the Central Bank of Kenya, Dr 
Patrick Njoroge, called for tapping into 
the youth and harnessing technology 
to generate jobs and sustainable 
economic developments in Africa.

The event was attended by 
national (Kenyan) and international 
participants from Africa, Europe, 
North America and Asia.

The plenary session, themed on 
‘Youth, Demographic Dividend, 
Migration, and Economic 
Opportunities in African Economies’ 
was based on AERC research projects 
and provided timely opportunity for 
researchers to interact with policy 
makers and private sector decision 
makers from across many African 
countries.

Representing Prof Njuguna 
Ndung’u, Cabinet Secretary for 
National Treasury and Economic 
Planning in Kenya, Dr Rose Ngugi, 
Executive Director of Kenya Institute 
for Public Policy Research and 
Analysis (KIPPRA), referenced the 
efforts being put in place by the 
government of Kenya to close the 
youth unemployment gap, while 
also noting the advantages and 
disadvantages of the demographic 
dividend.

“We need timely and actionable 
policies to reduce the huge 
unemployment gap across the 
continent. There is no better 
development plan than investing in 
our youth who are our future. Their 
continuous increase in numbers 
is a double edged sword. It can be 
beneficial for inclusive growth and 
sustainability or a ticking time bomb 
on a quest for highly productive 
livelihoods if not appropriately 
harnessed by African governments. 
African governments can proactively 
harness demographic dividend 
benefits when young people have 
adequate employable skills and 
access to decent employment,” she 
said.

During his opening remarks, Prof 
Victor Murinde, Executive Director of 
AERC, emphasized AERC’s continued 
commitment to providing evidence-
based research for uptake into 
policy to help improve economic 
opportunities for the youth, while 
fostering benefits of demographic 
dividend and migration in Africa.

 “Africa is grappling with the 

complex issues of creating jobs, 
migration, and demographic 
dynamics. The labour market aspect 
of this year’s plenary underscores 
the importance of job creation and 
poverty reduction in Africa,” he said, 
adding that AERC has a long tradition 
of researching these interrelated 
issues in order to generate new ideas 
and transformational policies.

“In Africa, despite the investment 
in education, access and quality 
of provision remain enormous 
challenges limiting the possibilities of 
youth, women and the vulnerable to 
have decent work. With the growing 
population, rapid urbanization, 
increased trade and technology, 
entrepreneurial and employment 
possibilities can be uncovered,” he 
said.

Prof Aly Ahmadou Mbaye, 
Professor of Economics and Public 
Policy, and Vice Chancellor, University 
of Cheikh Anta Diop, in Senegal, 
pointed out how the promotion of 
youth productivity in the informal 
sector should be a key strategy to 
capture the demographic dividend.

“Productivity affects international 
competitiveness and we need to close 
the mismatch in the informal sectors 
to balance unemployment and also be 
able to compete in global levels. The 
demand for employment is still very 
high in Africa, and this general trend 
is compounded by the fact that the 
proportion of the young population is 
high, leading to people turning to the 
informal sector for jobs,” he said.

“The African informal work 
sector’s importance to the continent’s 
development in providing jobs for the 
youths cannot be overemphasized. 
However, the sector’s full potential 
to accommodate the ever-growing 
youthful population across the 
African continent is yet to be realized 
and as policy makers, we need 
evidence-based sessions like this one 
to convince governments on the need 
to pay more attention to this area.”

The economic opportunities 
for African youth, women and the 
whole population can expand by 
leveraging technology implementing 
the African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA) and improvements in 
educational quality with the aim of 
inclusive growth.

One of the arguments for youth 
engagement in the productive sectors 
of the economy is the development 
of employable skills. Well-educated 
and healthy individuals with diverse 
skills are likely to participate in highly 
valued economic activities, thus 
boosting economic development 
prospects.

The plenary session featured 
three additional presentations by 
eminent economists: Prof. Imran 
Rasul, Professor of Economics, 
Department of Economics, University 
College London (UCL) on ‘Tackling 
youth unemployment in Africa’ Prof 
Lant Pritchett, Blavatnik School of 
Government, University of Oxford, 
spoke on ‘Investing in human 
capital/education for a demographic 
dividend’ and finally, ‘Migration 
Policies in Africa’s RECs’ by Blaise 
Gnimassoun, Université de Lorraine, 
and Université Paris Nanterre.

Utilise TVET to curb youth 
unemployment, govt urged  

KINTEX 

KENYAN President William Ruto 
has called for the extension of the 
K-Rice Korea programme to other 
countries across Africa.

In his address during the opening 
session of the inaugural Korea-
Africa forum at Kintex in north 
Seoul, Ruto stressed the importance 
of sharing knowledge and expertise 
in rice farming as part of measures 
to address food security.

The initiative, he pointed out, 
has been successful, immensely 
benefiting several countries 
including Kenya.

“It is important that this summit 
point the way for initiatives like the 
K-Rice Korea program, of which 
Kenya is an active participant, to 
be extended across Africa,” he 

said while applauding Korea’s 
willingness to collaborate with 
African nations in enhancing food 
production.

Such programs, he said, also 
help in building capacity and 
transferring technology to promote 
sustainability and resilience, 
especially in light of the escalating 
threat of global climate change.

Ruto noted that food security has 
a high development potential and 
requires urgent attention.

The K-Rice program aims to 
provide farmers with quality rice 
varieties and share top-notch 
farming know-how. It focuses on 
sustainable food security, high-yield 
rice production, and agricultural 
development.

Seoul signed a memorandum of 
understanding with eight African 

countries- Senegal, Gambia, 
Guinea, Ghana, Cameroon, Uganda, 
Kenya and Guinea-Bissau to ensure 
sustainable food security.

The project involves supplying 
high-yield rice varieties, and 
agricultural machinery, and 
building necessary facilities like 
irrigation systems.

The initiative aims to harvest 
around 2,000 tonnes of rice 
varieties in Africa this year, with 
the figure expected to rise to over 
10,000 tonnes per year starting in 
2027.

This level of production can feed 
approximately 30 million people in 
underdeveloped nations annually 
Korea said.

Earlier on, Ruto held bilateral 
talks with South Korean President 
Yoon Suk Yeol to review the 

progress of the KSh132 billion 
Framework Arrangement 
partnership agreed upon during 
his last visit in November 2022.

The partnership focuses on 
key projects, including water 
and irrigation, agriculture, 
infrastructure, and the creative 
economy.

During the meeting, the head of 
state announced that Kenya has 
secured $485 million concessional 
development loan from the 
Republic of South Korea.

The facility, he said, includes 
$238 million for the Konza Digital 
Media City Project.

“We value our strong relations 
with South Korea, which continues 
to make a significant contribution 
to Kenya’s development, especially 
in technology,” he said.

Ruto wants Korean rice farming creativity in Africa extended

Natural Resources and Tourism minister Angellah Kairuki (facing camera) holds talks with a visiting Indonesian parliamentary delegation in Dodoma 
city yesterday, the focus being on cooperation between Tanzania and Indonesia in the tourism industry. Photo: Correspondent Happy Shayo



4 	 Wednesday 5 June 2024

NEWS  

SEOUL

THE Africa Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention (Africa 
CDC), International Vaccine 
Institute (IVI) and Korea Disease 
Control and Prevention Agency 
(KDCA) yesterday hosted an event 
on the sidelines of the inaugural 
2024 Korea-Africa Summit, 
bringing together government 
officials, public health experts, 
and industry leaders to foster 
partnerships with a shared aim 
of enhancing vaccine access and 
health security in Africa.

Inspired by the summit’s theme, 
“The Future We Make Together: 
Shared Growth, Sustainability and 
Solidarity,” the side event explored 
opportunities for Korean African 
public-private partnerships to 
deliver on the African Union’s 
ambition to manufacture 60 
percent of the continent’s vaccine 
needs by 2040. 

Presentations from each of 
the hosting organizations as well 
as a series of best practice case 
stories from the point of view of 
global health funders, vaccine 
manufacturers, government and 
inter-governmental agencies, and 
academia, namely, the RIGHT 
Foundation, Biovac, EuBiologics, 
IVI, Africa CDC, and Kenya 
Advanced Institute of Science 
and Technology, all highlighted 
the importance of multilateral 
and multisectoral cooperation to 
meet this target and other African 
development goals. 

The ongoing projects between 
these partners showcased a 
comprehensive and sustainable 
approach to strengthening the 
continent’s vaccine ecosystem.

The Korea-Africa Health 
Partnerships: Enhancing Vaccine 
Access and Health Security in Africa 
side event took place yesterday at 
The Westin Josun in Seoul. 

Dr Jerome Kim, Director General 
of IVI, said: “With its headquarters 
in Korea, a new Africa Regional 
Office based in Rwanda, the Country 

and Advancing Vaccine End-to-end 
Capabilities in Africa (AVEC) Project 
Office in Kenya, and a long history 
of working closely with and among 
government agencies, research 
groups, academic institutions, 
and commercial entities in Africa, 
IVI is delighted to help facilitate 
and build Korean-African health 
partnerships to advance vaccine 
access in Africa.” 

A core tenet of IVI’s approach to 
sustainable global health is building 
impact-driven partnerships and 
capacities throughout the vaccine 
R&D ecosystem, and we are happy 
to collaborate with Africa CDC 
and KDCA to realize our common 
goals.”

Dr Youngmee Jee, Commissioner 
of KDCA, said: “The Korea Disease 
Control and Prevention Agency 
(KDCA) has formulated the 
National Pandemic Preparedness 
and Response Plan to ensure the 
prompt availability of vital medical 
countermeasures, including 
vaccines and therapeutics, within 
100 to 200 days to prepare for 
future pandemics effectively.” 

In addition, KDCA will forge 
strong collaborations with the IVI 
and the Africa CDC to successfully 
develop vaccines for emerging 
infectious diseases and firmly 
establish Korea as a global leader in 
health security.”

Dr Raji Tajudeen, Ag. Deputy 
Director General of the Africa CDC 
said: “The Africa CDC’s New Public 
Health Order calls for respectful 
and action-oriented partnerships; 
our collaboration with IVI and 
KDCA is a foremost example of a 
successful partnership that aims 
to join hands with the continent’s 
initiative to achieve self-reliance 
when it comes to vaccines and 
other health products.” 

He further said: “The continent 
looks forward to leveraging the 
technology advancements of 
Korea to strengthen Africa’s health 
systems through equitable access 
to locally manufactured life savings 
vaccines.”

Korea, African leaders launch discussion on critical minerals 

President Samia Suluhu Hassan pictured yesterday arriving at the Korea International Exhibition Centre (KINTEX) on the outskirts of the South Korean 
capital, Seoul, for the Korea-Africa Summit. Photo: State House

GOYANG

SOUTH Korean President Yoon 
Suk Yeol and leaders of African 
countries yesterday agreed to 
forge deeper trade and business 
cooperation and launched a 
“critical minerals dialogue” aimed 
at sustainable development of the 
continent’s resources.

Hosting a first-ever summit with 
the leaders of 48 African nations, 
Yoon said South Korea would 
increase development aid for Africa 
to $10 billion over the next six years 
as it looks to tap the continent’s rich 
mineral resources and potential as a 

vast export market.
“The Critical Minerals Dialogue 

launched by South Korea and 
Africa will set an example for 
a stable supply chain through 
mutually beneficial cooperation 
and contribute to sustainable 
development of mineral resources 
around the world,” Yoon said in his 
closing remarks.

He also pledged to offer $14 billion 
in export financing to promote 
trade and investment for South 
Korean companies in Africa.

South Korea is one of the world’s 
largest energy buyers and is home to 
leading semiconductor producers. 

It is also home to the world’s fifth-
largest automaker, Hyundai Motor 
Group, which is making a push for 
electrification.

Partnering with Africa, which has 
30 percent of the world’s reserves of 
critical minerals including chrome, 
cobalt and manganese is crucial, 
Yoon’s office has said.

In a joint declaration issued by 
South Korea, the African Union (AU) 
and its member nations, the leaders 
pledged to speed up talks for 
economic partnership agreements 
and trade and investment 
promotion frameworks.

They also called for advancing 

cooperation for Africa’s food 
security with South Korea’s support 
with agricultural technology and 
smart farming.

African leaders welcomed South 
Korea’s “Tech4Africa” initiative 
aimed at supporting the education 
and training of Africa’s young 
population.

AU chair and Mauritanian 
President Mohamed Ould 
Ghazouani, at a joint news 
conference with Yoon, said African 
countries were looking to learn from 
Korea’s experience in developing 
human resources, industrialisation 
and digital transformation.

Africa CDC in partnerships 
for vaccine access in Africa 

Haven of Peace Academy (HOPAC) is a faith based educational institution founded 
in 1994 for children of missionaries but has evolved into a Christian International 
School which has a diverse student population child of missionaries and full-time 
Christian service workers; children of expats working in the non-profit and 
for-profit sector and children of Tanzanians working in the for-profit and public 
sectors. The institution is in Kunduchi at the junction of Salasala Road and 
Bagamoyo Road in Kinondoni Municipal in Dar es Salaam.

HOPAC invites qualified and competent suppliers duly registered in Tanzania with 
the relevant authorities and have legal authorisation to provide such goods and 
services to express their interest not later than 10th June 2024 by e mailing 
procurement@hopac.sc.tz with subject “Expression of Interest for Prequalification 
of Supplier of Goods & Services for 2024-25 FY”

HOPAC shall send to all prospective suppliers on/before 15th June 2024 a letter 
with terms and conditions to be followed to participate in the process.

All request for clarifications and questions strictly relating the exercise should be 
directed via e mail only to procurement@hopac.sc.tz

Note: No prices/rates are required at this stage and this invitation does not bind 
HOPAC to issue any tender or contract to the vendors expressing their interest.

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)
PREQUALIFICATION OF SUPPLIERS FOR SUPPLY OF GOODS & SERVICES 

FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2024-2025

HAVEN OF PEACE ACADEMY

JOHANNESBURG

SOUTH Africa’s National Treasury aims 
to stick to a balanced fiscal stance under a 
coalition government, its director-general 
said yesterday after the African National 
Congress (ANC) lost its majority in last 
week’s election.

The ANC has up to two weeks to agree 
a coalition pact or another form of power-
sharing arrangement with other political 
parties after its share of the vote dropped 
below 50 percent for the first time in the 
post-apartheid era.

Its potential partners diverge widely, from 

the free-market Democratic Alliance (DA) to 
the more radical uMkhonto we Sizwe (MK) 
and the Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF).

Although it may have to agree to 
some policy concessions or give away 
some cabinet posts as part of coalition 
negotiations, analysts do not expect 
the ANC to cede control of the finance 
ministry, which determines the country’s 
fiscal strategy working with the National 
Treasury.

“A balanced macro-fiscal stance becomes 
more defensible in an uncertain political 
environment. And we intend to continue 
managing the fiscal stance along those 

lines,” Duncan Pieterse, 
the top technocrat in the 
Treasury, told Reuters in 
an interview.

“I think that our fiscal 
strategy is achievable, 
even in a coalition 
environment,” he said.

The business community 
has voiced concern over 
the prospect of the ANC 
entering a coalition with 
the EFF, which is calling 
for the seizure of white-
owned farms and the 
nationalisation of mines 
and banks, or with former 
president Jacob Zuma’s MK 
which also talks about land 
redistribution without 
compensation.

But South African 
markets rallied on Monday 
as investors bet on the 
ANC opting for a coalition 
including the Democratic 
Alliance.

In the year to March, 
South Africa’s Treasury 
managed to achieve a 
primary budget surplus - 
where revenue exceeded 
non-interest expenditure 
- for the first time in more 
than a decade.

That could help it arrest 
a rapid build-up in debt 
that has worried investors, 
although Pieterse said it did 
not give the government 
any room to deviate from 
its current fiscal path.

“If you achieve a 
primary fiscal surplus over 
a number of years and you 
start to see debt actually 
peak and come down, 
which is what we expect 
in 2025/26 ... then one can 
start having a conversation 
about fiscal space,” he said.

The Treasury said in this 
year’s budget presented in 
February that gross public 
debt as a percentage of 
gross domestic product 
was at its highest since 
1947. Gross debt-to-GDP 
was seen hitting 73.9 
percent in March, rising 
to 75.3 percent in March 
2026.

SA’s treasury aims for balanced 
fiscal stance under coalition gvt
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By Special Correspondent, Nairobi

AFRICA’S vast potential for 
renewable energy, combined with 
China’s technological expertise 
and investment capacity, presents 
a unique opportunity for mutual 
economic growth, experts have 
said.

This collaboration can drive 
sustainable development, alleviate 
energy poverty and stimulate 
economic activities across the 
African continent, they said.

Speaking during the just-ended 
African Development Bank Group’s 
annual meeting in Nairobi, Kevin 
Kariuki, the bank’s vice-president 
for power, energy, climate and 
green growth, said the continent 
needs to tap into renewable energy 
for industrial growth.

“I believe that by investing 
in Africa’s renewable energy 
infrastructure, China can help build 
large-scale solar farms, wind farms 
and hydroelectric plants. These 
investments can provide reliable 
and affordable energy, which is 
crucial for economic growth,” he 
said.

The continent has not fully 
tapped into its renewable energy 
sector, according to the State of 
Africa’s Infrastructure Report 2024 

published last month by the Africa 
Finance Corporation.

This has continued to affect its 
economic growth rate, especially 
in the manufacturing sector, the 
report said.

“Our inability to tap into the 
renewable energy sector continues 
to slow down our growth rate,” 
African Development Bank Group 
President Akinwumi Adesina said.

“Today our continent harnesses 
only a fraction of its renewable 
energy resources, with 1 percent of 
its solar potential, 5 percent of gas-
to-power, 6 percent of geothermal, 
7 percent of wind and 11 percent 
of hydropower. Hence, we cannot 
compete with other regions.”

Africa should forge renewable 
collaboration with China to unlock 
its energy potential, Adesina said.

In recent years, China has 
expanded investment in renewable 
energy in Africa. In Garissa County, 
Kenya, a Chinese-built solar power 
plant has contributed to Kenya’s 
energy grid, supporting local 

industries and communities, while 
helping reduce more than 43,000 
metric tonnes of carbon dioxide 
emissions annually, Kenya’s Rural 
Electrification and Renewable 
Energy Corporation said.

“One of the ways is to share 
expertise and provide training,” 
Adesina said. “China can help build 
local capacities to manage and 
sustain renewable energy projects. 
This can be done through joint 
ventures, scholarships for African 
students in Chinese universities and 
the establishment of research and 
development centers in Africa.”

In addition to benefiting from 
Chinese technology, delegates at 
the meeting also called on African 
countries to develop renewable 
energy regulatory frameworks 
that foster investments and 
partnerships.

“China can assist by sharing its 
experiences in creating effective 
renewable energy policies and 
regulatory frameworks,” Kariuki 
said. “Collaborative efforts can also 

focus on developing regional energy 
markets and grid interconnections, 
enabling countries to share 
renewable energy resources more 
efficiently.”

Paul Muthaura, CEO of the Africa 
Carbon Markets Initiative, identified 
financing as a major obstacle 
hindering renewable energy 
projects in Africa, highlighting 
China’s potential to offer low-
interest loans, thus bolstering 
support for such initiatives across 
the continent.

Although African countries in 
general lag behind in renewable 
energy development, countries 
such as Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, 
Nigeria and South Africa are 
implementing ambitious renewable 
energy development policies.

“It’s no doubt that renewable 
energy has the potential to provide 
electricity to the 600 million 
Africans currently deprived of it, 
create jobs and stimulate industrial 
revolution in the continent,” he 
said.

Joint green efforts by Africa, 
China key for mutual growth

Zanzibar House of Representatives Deputy Speaker Mgeni Hassan Juma closes a meeting of representatives of civil society organisations in Zanzibar 
yesterday. Photo: Rahma Suleiman

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, 

Dodoma

THE Institute of Rural 
Development Planning (IRDP) 
yesterday planted 1,000 trees 
here to celebrate this year’s World 
Environment Day (WBD).

Speaking during the event, IRDP 
Rector Prof Hozen Mayaya said 
that the institute decided to initiate 
Mipango Environmental Club 
(MEC) to ensure improvement of 
the environment surrounding all 
its campuses.

“Apart from the fact that we offer 
diverse environmental-related 
courses from basic certificate to 
master’s degree, we have also 
developed a strategy to raise 
awareness on environmental 
conservation,” he said.

“We have been organising a 
series of regular exercises through 
which we collaborate with local 
government officials to engage 
communities in environmental 
protection activities,” he said.

Prof Mayaya said IRDP makes 
use of the activities to educate 
the involved residents on the 
importance of conserving the 
environment, including planting as 
many trees as possible.

He said they work in 
collaboration with different 
development partners and have 

so far implemented a number of 
projects for improvement of the 
environment in different areas.

For instance, he said through 
funds from the European Union 
the institute implemented a project 
to set up an eco-village that tested 
and evaluated over 20 climate 
change adaptation technologies in 
the semi-arid Dodoma Region.

“The project was executed in 
Chololo Village under partnership 
of six local agencies led by IRDP,” 
he said.

Institute plants 1,000 
trees to mark World 
Environment Day

CHICAGO

UNIVERSITY of Illinois Chicago 
engineers have helped to design a 
new method to make hydrogen gas 
from water using only solar power 
and agricultural waste, such as 
manure or husks.

The method reduces the energy 
needed to extract hydrogen from 
water by 600 percent, creating 
new opportunities for sustainable, 
climate-friendly chemical 
production.

Hydrogen-based fuels are one 
of the most promising sources of 
clean energy. But producing pure 
hydrogen gas is an energy-intensive 
process that often requires coal or 
natural gas and large amounts of 
electricity.

In a paper for Cell Reports Physical 
Science, a multi-institutional team 
led by UIC engineer Meenesh Singh 
unveils the new process for green 
hydrogen production.

The method uses a carbon-rich 
substance called biochar to decrease 
the amount of electricity needed to 
convert water to hydrogen. By using 
renewable energy sources such as 
solar power or wind and capturing 
by products for other uses, the 
process can reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to net zero.

“We are the first group to show 
that you can produce hydrogen 
utilizing biomass at a fraction 
of a volt,” said Singh, associate 
professor in the department of 
chemical engineering. “This is a 
transformative technology.”

Electrolysis, the process of 
splitting water into hydrogen and 
oxygen, requires an electric current. 
At an industrial scale, fossil fuels are 
typically required to generate this 
electricity.

Recently, scientists have 
decreased the voltage required 
for water splitting by introducing 
a carbon source to the reaction. 
But this process also uses coal or 
expensive chemicals and releases 
carbon dioxide as a by-product.

Singh and colleagues modified 
this process to instead use biomass 
from common waste products. 
By mixing sulfuric acid with 
agricultural waste, animal waste 
or sewage, they create a slurry-like 
substance called biochar, which is 
rich in carbon.

The team experimented with 
different kinds of biochar made 
from sugarcane husks, hemp waste, 
paper waste and cow manure. When 
added to the electrolysis chamber, 
all five biochar varieties reduced 

the power needed to convert water 
to hydrogen. The best performer, 
cow dung, decreased the electrical 
requirement sixfold to roughly a 
fifth of a volt.

The energy requirements were 
low enough that the researchers 
could power the reaction with 
one standard silicon solar cell 
generating roughly 15 milliamps of 
current at 0.5 volt. That’s less than 
the amount of power produced by 
an AA battery.

“It’s very efficient, with almost 35 
percent conversion of the biochar 
and solar energy into hydrogen,” 
said Rohit Chauhan, a co-author 
and postdoctoral scholar in Singh’s 
lab. “These are world record 
numbers; it’s the highest anyone has 
demonstrated.”

To make the process net-zero, it 
must capture the carbon dioxide 
generated by the reaction. But 
Singh said this too could have 
environmental and economic 
benefits, such as producing pure 
carbon dioxide to carbonate 
beverages or converting it into 
ethylene and other chemicals used 
in plastic manufacturing.

“It not only diversifies the 
utilization of biowaste, but enables 
the clean production of different 
chemicals beyond hydrogen,” said 
UIC graduate Nishithan Kani, co-
lead author on the paper. “This 
cheap way of making hydrogen 
could allow farmers to become self-
sustainable for their energy needs 
or create new streams of revenue.”

Orochem Technologies Inc., who 
sponsored the research, has filed 
for patents on their processes for 
producing biochar and hydrogen, 
and the UIC team plans to test the 
methods on a large scale.

In addition to Singh, Kani and 
Chauhan, the paper was co-
authored by UIC graduate student 
Rajan Bhawnani. Other co-authors 
come from Stanford University, 
Texas Tech University, Indian 
Institute of Technology Roorkee, 
Korea University and Orochem 
Technologies Inc.

Experts produce hydrogen 
from solar energy, manure

We have been 
organising a 
series of reg-
ular exercises 
through which 
we collabo-
rate with local 
government 
officials to 
engage com-
munities in 
environmen-
tal protection 
activities

We are the first 
group to show 
that you can 
produce hydro-
gen utilizing bio-
mass at a frac-
tion of a volt

Institute of Rural Development Planning rector Prof Hozen Mayaya plants one of 1,000 trees at its Miyuji North campus in Dodoma Urban District 
yesterday – the eve of World Environment Day (June 5). Photo: Correspondent Valentine Oforo
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By Guardian Correspondent, Geita 

PRIME Minister Kassim 
Majaliwa has called on residents 
of Nyang’hwale District in Geita 
Region to utilise the newly-built 
centre for economic empowerment 
to start their businesses to fully 
participate in the national economy.

Majaliwa made the call here at 
the weekend when speaking shortly 
after inaugurating the centre in the 
district.

Built by the National Economic 
Empowerment Council (NEEC), 
the centre was designed to help 
residents get various empowerment 
opportunities offered by the 
council.

“This district is endowed with 
various opportunities, including 
agriculture, poultry and mining. 
That is why the government 
through NEEC decided to build this 
centre to bring services closer to the 
people,” he said.

He added that through the 
facility, residents will be provided 
with entrepreneurship training and 
business formalisation as well as 
access to soft loans.

The premier said that at present 
there is no reason for area residents 
to complain about capital as the 
government built that building to 
facilitate access to loans.

He however reminded them that 

those who secure loans through 
the facility should make sure they 
return it to allow others to borrow 
as well.

Majaliwa urged residents to focus 
on starting small businesses such as 
processing crops, tailoring activities 
as well as making batik garments.

He urged Nyang’hwale residents 
to adopt modern farming and 
possess few and improved cattle 
breeds with high productivity.

Beng’I Issa, NEEC executive 
secretary, said that the facility will 
attract residents to do business 
because it provides them with 
various services that spur their 
growth and enable them to achieve 
their ambitions.

“In this building, coordinators 
from the regional and district level 
will be available and officials from 
the council and other institutions 
such as banks, Small Industrial 
Development Organization (SIDO), 
Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA), 
BRELA, TANTRADE, NIDA and TBS,” 
she said. 

She added that the facility built by 
the council is one of the 20 centres 
across the country which have so 
far provided loauns amounting to 
6bn/-.

According to NEEC reports, 21,852 
people have already visited the 
centres and their businesses have 
been formalized.

PM urges full utilisation 
of empowerment facility

By Correspondent James Kandoya

ILALA District Commissioner 
Edward Mpogolo has called on 
relevant authorities to offer regular 
road safety training to motorcycle 
riders (bodaboda) to reduce 
accidents.

Mpogolo made the remarks 
in Dar es Salaam yesterday at a 
function to award certificates to 
1,518 motorcycle riders who were 

registered and certified by the Land 
Transport Regulatory Authority 
(LATRA).

He said Ilala District has over 
20,000 motorbike riders, most of 
whom operate their businesses 
without observing road safety rules.

He cited recent statistics from 
Muhimbili Orthopaedic Institute 
(MOI) which show that out of 
8,600 accident victims attended 
to at the institute, 60 percent were 

motorbike riders.
Mpogolo said further that out of 

the number, 96 percent were youth 
aged between 15 and 35 years, 
a situation which calls for more 
attention in curbing the accidents.

“Motorbike accidents are on 
the increase among young people 
in the Dar es Salaam Region. I 
call on LATRA in collaboration 
with other relevant authorities to 
conduct training to this particular 

group to reduce deaths, injuries or 
dependants,” he said.

LATRA Director General Habibu 
Suluo said that in the ceremony 1,518 
riders were awarded certificates by 
the authority, making a total of 2,517 
riders who have been certified so 
far.

According to him, the riders 
have to go through a short training 
which is provided online during 
registration before qualifying for 

certification.
Suluo said the procedure for 

registration and certification is 
covered under regulation 4(1) of 
the Land Transport Regulatory 
Authority Act Cap.413 with a goal 
to improve road safety and reduce 
accidents.

He unveiled the authority’s plan 
to conduct training to bus and train 
crew for the standard gauge railway.

“Our goal is to ensure services 

provided by upcountry buses 
and new electric trains meet 
international standards,” he said.

Mohamed Mpinga, Drivers 
Certification Committee Deputy 
Chairman, said that the aim of 
conducting the training to drivers 
and riders was to reduce deaths and 
injuries. “Our duty as a committee 
is to certify all qualified drivers 
and riders who have undergone 
training,” he said.

‘Offer bodaboda regular road safety drills to curb accidents’
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Tanzania Education Authority director general Dr Erasmus Kipesa (L) has a word with Tanga regional commissioner Dr Batilda Burian at the Education, 
Skills and Innovation Week exhibition held in Tanga city at the weekend. Photo by Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole
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AT least 80 percent of the $115.9 
billion invested in climate in 2022 
was raised by public funds from 
bilateral and multilateral channels. 

This figure comes from climate 
finance provided and mobilised 
by developed countries in 2013-
2022, the seventh assessment by 
the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) of the target of $100 billion 
a year in climate finance set by 
the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) at COP15 in Copenhagen 
(Denmark) in 2009.

When western countries failed 
to keep their word, the target was 
finally moved from 2020 to 2025. 
“It is good to see that the developed 
countries have exceeded the target 
of 100 billion dollars by 2022,” said 

Mathias Cormann, OECD Secretary-
General. 

Materially exceeding this 
annual commitment by more 
than 15 percent is an important 
and symbolic achievement that 
partly makes up for the two-year 
delay, which should help to boost 
confidence.” 

According to the assessment 
published on 29 May 2024, 
multilateral climate finance has 
grown the most, increasing by $35 
billion, or 226 percent since 2013. 
The growth in public finance in 
2022 was accompanied by a 52 
percent or $7.5 billion, jump in 
private finance mobilised, which 
reached $21.9 billion in 2022 after 
several years of relative stagnation.

The report also notes an increase 
in financing earmarked for actions 
to adapt to climate change. After 
a slight drop in 2021, funding for 

adaptation reached $32.4 billion in 
2022, three times the level in 2016. 
The amount of public funding for 
adaptation tracked by the OECD 
in 2019 was $18.8 billion and $20.3 
billion.

Climate financing for low-income 
countries has remained relatively 
low (10 percent in 2022). However, 
the Least Developed Countries 
(LDCs) and Small Island Developing 
States (SIDS) have benefited from 
a greater amount of funding for 
adaptation (around 50 percent) 
than the average for all developing 
countries (25 percent).

This progress observed in 
2022 needs to be qualified, in the 
light of the increasing number 
of increasingly extreme climatic 
phenomena in the global South, 
mainly in Africa. After five years 
of drought, the Horn of Africa, for 
example, is currently experiencing 

floods that have already claimed 
more than a hundred lives in Kenya. 
There is also the extreme heat wave 
that is particularly affecting the 
Sahel, with many deaths caused by 
power cuts in Mali.

While scientists attribute 
these heatwaves to the El Niño 
meteorological phenomenon, their 
intensity is exacerbated by climate 
change. Faced with these disasters, 
the countries affected need more 
funding to help their populations 
adapt and remain resilient. 

Ambassador for the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC), the target 
of $100 billion a year is no longer 
sufficient to meet the growing 
needs of African countries.

To implement their Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs), 
the continent’s states will need 
2,800 billion dollars between now 
and 2030. 

Climate finance: $100bn target reached as need soars in Africa

By Correspondent Joseph 

Mwendapole

THE Public Leaders Ethics 
Secretariat has summoned 
Tanganyika district commissioner 
in Katavi, Onesmo Buswelu and 
the Cheyo councillor in Tabora 
Municipality, Yusuph Kitumbo, for 
alleged violations of public service 
ethics.

According to a statement issued 
yesterday by Commissioner of the 
secretariat Judge (rtd) Sivangilwa 
Mwangesi, the two leaders 
are expected to appear before 
the secretariat this Friday at a 
conference hall within Dodoma 

regional commissioner’s office to be 
questioned over alleged violation of 
code of ethics for public servants.

The advisory said that the 
matter will be heard openly and 
citizens who want to listen to the 
session will be allowed without any 
restrictions.

It said that one of the duties of 
the secretariat is to investigate 
behaviours and actions of any 
leader with the aim of ensuring 
that provisions of code of ethics for 

public servants are observed.
Recently, the secretariat said that 

there are some leaders who have 
avoided providing explanations on 
the sources of income they have 
and the value of assets they have on 
the asset declaration form.

It said that some leaders have 
failed to fill in the information of 
their spouses, especially financial 
information while others had 
received various gifts without 
making a declaration.

The secretariat said that the 
flaws give the impression that 
some leaders still do not have 
understanding about how to fill in 
the declaration of assets and the 
issues that need to be classified.

The Public Leaders Ethics 
Secretariat is an independent 
department of the government 
under the President’s Office. It is 
established by Article 132 of the 
constitution of the United Republic 
of Tanzania of 1977, (Cap 2).

Secretariat calls DC, councillor 
over alleged violation of ethics

Arumeru district commissioner Emmanuela Kaganda (R) is briefed yesterday on one of several innovative corporate projects implemented by students 
in 11 secondary schools based in Arusha and Kilimanjaro regions. Photo: Correspondent Woinde Shizza

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, 

Dodoma

TANZANIA Agricultural Research 
Institute (TARI) is implementing 
strategies to improve performance 
of the agriforestry sub-sector.

The initiative includes research 
and production of improved seeds 
for agriforestry tree varieties as well 
as soil health.

Some of the tree seeds involved 
include leucena pallida, moringa 
oleifera, mucuna pruriens and local 
mkongo and amla for germplasm 
collection.

Speaking in an interview 
during the ongoing exhibitions 
ahead celebrations of this year’ 
World Environment Day (WED), 
Mshaghuley Ishika, National 
Coordinator for Technology 
Dissemination and Partnership at 
TARI, said agriforest trees being 
produced are environmentally 
friendly.

“The tree varieties produce 
numerous potentials because they 
cater for medicinal use, food for 
human and animal feeds as well as 
timber production and prevent soil 
erosion and improve soil health,” 
she said.

Ishika said that apart from 
researching and hatching agriforest 
varieties, TARI also imparts with 
farmers to provide knowledge on 
agriforestry farming recommended 
practices for food security as well as 
household income.

“The vision is to cement efforts 
by the government to curtail 
severe effects of climate change by 
supplying farmers with improved 
seeds which are intercropped with 
environmentally-friendly trees,” she 
said.

To ensure effective coordination 
of the subsector, she said that the 
institute has earmarked two of its 17 
centers to specialize in research of 
agriforest and soil health.

“Our Tabora-based center TARI 
Tumbi is specific for the agriforest 
research whilst TARI Mlingano 
based in Tanga Region deals with 
soil health research,” she said.

On technologies, she said the 
Institute has started disseminating 
simple seed planter machines 
named RAFIKIi.

“The machine which uses only 
one litre petrol has been designed 
to facilitate planting of cotton, 
sunflower and maize.

“This machine operates fast as it 
takes between 45 minutes to one 
hour to plant one acre and uses 
a single operator compared to 
normal methods whereby more 
than 10 farmers spend several hours 
to plant the same acreage,” she said.

Rice nursery sheet, known in 
Kiswahili as Kitalu Mkeka is the 
other recently invented technology 
for rice planting which the institute 
rolled out to curb impact of climate 
in the subsector.

In curtailing soil degradation, 
she said the institute is working to 
impart farmers with best practices 
on how to create tied ridges.

“We have also developed an 
effective map on soil acidity 
and management options for 
improvement of soil health in 
Tanzania as well as crop suitability 
map, particularly for sunflowers in 
Dodoma and Singida regions,” she 
said.

On June 5, 2024, Tanzania joins 
other countries to celebrate World 
Environment Day whose theme 
this year is ‘Land Restoration, 
Desertification and Drought 
Resilience’. The theme aims to 
mobilize efforts to restore degraded 
lands, combat desertification and 
enhance resilience against climate 
change.

World Environment 
Day: Tari prioritises 
agriforestry growth

By Special Correspondent

AN international team of climate 
scientists recently released a 
report on climate change and city 
growth. They found the effects of 
heavy rains that struck East Africa 
in recent months were worsened 
by climate change and fast 
development in cities.

The report was produced 
by World Weather Attribution 
(WWA). The non-profit scientific 
group studies the links between 
human-caused climate change and 
extreme weather events.

Heavy rains from March to May 
caused major flooding across East 
Africa that killed hundreds of 
people. The damage also displaced 
thousands of others, killed 
thousands of farm animals and 
destroyed hundreds of hectares of 
crops.

The researchers used weather 
data and computer modelling to 
compare how the severe weather 
events happening today have 
changed since pre-industrial times. 
Specifically, they looked at how 
human-caused climate change may 
have affected the floods.

They examined areas where the 
effects were most severe, including 
Kenya, most of Tanzania and parts 
of Burundi.

The report found that climate 
change had made the harmful 
rains twice as likely and 5 percent 
more intense. The study predicted 
that with further warming in the 
future, heavy rains would continue 
happening more often and become 
stronger.

Joyce Kimutai is a researcher at 
Imperial College London and was 
lead writer of the study. She said, 
“We’re likely to see this kind of 
intensive rainfall happening this 
season going into the future.”

The study also found that the 
quick growth of East African cities 
is increasing the risk of flooding.

Highly populated areas were 

greatly affected by the intense 
rains, also called downpours. The 
rains flooded numerous houses 
and city roads. In some places, the 
downpours showed weaknesses in 
city planning to meet the demands 
of fast-growing populations.

March to May is known in East 
Africa as the “long rains” season. 
This is when most of the area’s 
average yearly rainfall takes place. 
And often, the rains are very heavy.

In 2023, East Africa also suffered 
widespread flooding after a period 
of “short rains” from October to 
December. And before that, the 
area experienced a three-year 
drought. WWA scientists found 
that both events were worsened by 
climate change.

Philip Omondi is a climate change 
specialist at the Climate Prediction 
and Applications Centre in Nairobi, 
Kenya. He was not involved in 
the study. He said human-caused 
climate change results in intense, 
repeated flooding and droughts.

Shaun Ferris is senior technical 
advisor for agriculture and climate 
change at Catholic Relief Services 
in Nairobi. He said more intense 
weather can put a new level of 
pressure on old and unplanned 
buildings and infrastructure. Ferris 
called for putting up infrastructure 
that can survive the effects of 
climate change.

“There is huge pressure on basic 
services,” he said. As an example, 
he named Kenya’s capital Nairobi, 
where the population has doubled 
over the past 20 years.

Ferris said the world community 
needs to start using the United 
Nations’ supported loss and 
damage fund for climate disasters. 
The fund was created during the 
U.N Climate Conference in 2022 
to aid countries most affected by 
climate change.

Ferris suggested that countries 
could start using money from the 
fund now to repair and improve 
basic infrastructure systems.

Climate change, growth worsen 
effects of rains in eastern Africa

Maduhu William, a lawyer and human rights activist, briefs journalists in Dar es Salaam yesterday on recent reports that a Kagera Region child with 
albinism had been abducted. He appealed to law-enforcement agencies to speed up investigations into the incident. Photo: Correspondent Sabato 
Kasika

The machine which uses 
only one litre petrol has been 
designed to facilitate planting 
of cotton, sunflower and maize.
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Taking A New Look
At The News
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By Jakkie Cilliers and Fonteh Akum

T
HE electoral 
c o m m i s s i o n ’ s 
announcement of South 
Africa’s 29 May election 

results on Sunday was a watershed 
moment in the country’s political 
and developmental journey. At 
58%, voter turnout hit a new low, 
reflecting a dissatisfaction with 
politics that has, since 2008, 
delivered increased poverty, 
inequality and unemployment.

The ongoing crisis in the governing 
African National Congress (ANC) 
saw the ruling party’s support 
plunge 17 percentage points from 
57% in 2019 to 40%. The results 
are unprecedented, yet the ANC 
and President Cyril Ramaphosa 
accepted the loss of the party’s 
majority without threats of extra-
constitutional measures or violence.

Africa is replete with incumbent 
elites’ efforts to cling to power by 
any means possible. The decision 
by the continent’s oldest liberation 
movement heading its largest 
economy to accept the electoral 
outcome will bolster democratic 
forces elsewhere.

To be sure, the ANC will continue 
to govern as the largest single party 
until our next elections in 2029, but 
it is a spent force.

The established opposition 
parties didn’t do well either, largely 
maintaining current levels of 
support. The ANC’s splintering has 
determined politics over the past 
30 years. Instead of opposition 
growth, each split has translated 
into reduced voter turnout and 
lower levels of support for the ANC.

This time, it was with the 
emergence of the uMkhonto 
Wesizwe (MK) party of former 
president Jacob Zuma, which 
raked in 14% of the national tally 
and an incredible 45% of votes 
cast in KwaZulu-Natal (KZN). 
This achievement defies most 
mainstream analyses of politics in 
South Africa.

Two considerations make MK’s 
emergence troubling. First, the 
complex combination of ethnicity 
and big-man politics. Together, 
they  informed  MK’s surge of 
support at the expense of the ANC. At 
the same time, the Inkatha Freedom 
Party (IFP), nominally the political 
expression of Zulu nationalism, also 
marginally increased its support, 
suggesting that simplistic views of 
ethnicity don’t necessarily inform 
political allegiance.

South Africa’s intelligence 
community will undoubtedly be 
mulling the security implications of 
political coalitions that exclude MK. 
Some might argue that this could 
make KZN ungovernable, but that 

may be misjudging the widespread 
July 2021 riots and looting following 
Zuma’s incarceration. Instead of an 
organised counter-revolution, much 
of the violence was opportunistic, 
meaning MK’s disruptive potential 
may be less than anticipated.

The reality is that Zuma wants 
to head the provincial government 
and consolidate his power base in 
KZN. That could mean the province 
is governed quite differently from 
the values and principles enshrined 
in the Constitution.

Two factors make this very 
troubling. First, the confluence 
between crime, patronage, and 
politics is well established in 
the province, particularly in the 
taxi industry, but also in land 
management, which forms part 
of the  Ingonyama Trust. The 
trust controls around 30% of KZN 
territory.

A vicious tussle within the 
Zulu royal family eventually saw 
Ramaphosa crown Misuzulu 
kaZwelithini as Zulu king last year, 
only for the Pretoria High Court 
to rule this invalid on procedural 
grounds. The court ordered an 
inquiry into the objections from the 
king’s half-brother, Prince Simakade 
Zulu, who says he’s the rightful heir. 
The ruling is now underappeal.

Second is the confluence of tribal 
politics with a political faction that 
looted the State, stands accused of 
corruption, and is intent on evading 
justice. The undoubted intent of 
Zuma’s supporters is to blunt the 
National Prosecuting Authority’s 
(NPA) legal inquiries following the 

Zondo State Capture commission.
In anticipation of the election 

results, Ramaphosa  legislated  the 
establishment of the NPA’s 
Investigating Directorate Against 
Corruption. The directorate can hire 
investigators for corruption-related 
matters, including state capture 
inquiries, which will now face a 
hostile environment in Parliament 
with 71 fewer ANC members and 58 
new MK members.

Decisions made in the next two 
weeks will determine the country’s 
economic and developmental 
future for several years. Once 
that’s done, Parliament must 
elect a new president, probably 
Ramaphosa,  according  to the 
ANC. This will be a game of power 
politics, disinformation, threats 
and money. Given the extent of 
compromise required, the results 
would leave all parties — and likely 
voters — unhappy.

Are we headed for a national 
coalition between the ANC and say, 
the Democratic Alliance (DA) or 
MK that also applies at provincial 
level? Or will we see different 
coalitions at national and provincial 
levels, particularly in Gauteng and 
KZN? Or some type of all-inclusive 
government of national unity?

The trade-offs are stark. 
Technically, the ANC could govern 
in the rural provinces of Northern 
Cape (with the support of a 
marginal party), North West, Free 
State, Eastern Cape, Limpopo and 
Mpumalanga. The key challenges 
are in KZN and Gauteng, which 
together with the Western Cape, 

represent South Africa’s economic 
and population heartland.

A national agreement between 
the ANC and MK ensures political 
stability but low economic 
growth. In this scenario, legal 
impunity for state capture 
accused would be achieved 
through indirect means such as 
constraints on funding, refusal to 
proceed with investigations, etc. 
Confidence in the economy and 
foreign direct investment would 
probably decline, and implications 
for the rule of law would be dire.

A national agreement between 
the ANC and DA would comfortably 
govern Gauteng, provide investor 
confidence and eventually more 
robust growth, but carries the threat 
of instability, particularly in KZN. In 
this arrangement, the NPA pursues 
accountability for State Capture.

Depending on your view of MK’s 
potential for violence, an ANC-DA 
coalition could either allow MK to 
run KZN, likely with the EFF and a 
group of smaller parties, or form 
an alliance with the IFP and others. 
An ANC-DA-IFP partnership in KZN 
would deliver 48.4%, marginally 
more than the 47.6% in an MK-EFF 
coalition. Alliance partners in either 
configuration could only govern 
with smaller parties’ backing, 
making KZN unstable whichever 
choice is made, unless a national 
unity government emerges.

The two national coalitions (ANC-
DA-IFP or ANC-MK) are a choice 
between economic growth and 
stability, between the long-term 
or the need to avoid short-term 
ructions, with KZN as the sacrificial 
lamb.

If taken seriously, the result is 
probably a government of national 
unity, the third ‘national coalition’ 
configuration comprising the ANC, 
DA, MK, EFF, IFP and possibly even 
the Patriotic Alliance. Gauteng 
would effectively be run by a DA-
led coalition and KZN by an MK-led 
coalition.

Several holy cows will be 
slaughtered in the next few days, 
and the subsequent agreements 
may appear to bridge seemingly 
irreconcilable differences between 
the ANC, MK, DA and EFF. They may 
also deliver different coalitions to 
the back-of-the-envelope options 
outlined above.

Trust building is crucial in 
negotiating and managing coalition 
governments, particularly in a 
fraught political and information 
technology landscape. Trust 
must be built around fulfilling 
South Africa’s post-1994 promise 
of a constitutional democracy 
committed to combatting inequality 
and advancing accountability and 
the rule of law. DM

Governance and coalition scenarios could force 
SA to choose between growth and stability

Electric fencing nearly perfect 
response to wildlife intrusions

I
NCREASINGLY improved 
strategies are coming up in 
the tackling of the disturbing 
issue of wildlife intrusions 

into farms and residential areas, as 
exemplified in the restoration of the 
Nyerere Selous-Udzungwa wildlife 
corridor.

Reports from a team of journalists 
touring the area recently indicate 
that an electric fence has reduced 
‘human-wildlife conflicts’ – a 
euphemism for intrusions – by up to 
80 per cent – by comparable periods 
past and present.

As some form of ‘bonus’, there is 
also an ongoing process of planting 
of 40,000 seedlings of various 
species of indigenous trees in the 
area.

The problem of untamed wildlife 
corridors has been troubled public 
authorities for years, with enhanced 
protection of elephants having 
proved a nightmare for scores of 
villages lying on the margins of 
national parks and game reserves.

The sort of restoration in the 
country’s southern tourism circuit 
that is genuinely hindering elephants 
in particular from crossing into 
farmland is especially welcome.

The reason here is that it gets over 
the guesswork of prevailing methods 
wildlife agencies teach largely 
unbelieving smallholder farmers 
with vim and vigour – including 
deploying rangers in areas where 
elephants can intrude. 

What is significant about this 
project is that it is realistic in what it is 
doing, as electric fencing practically 
ensures that big animals steer clear 
of the areas earmarked.

Earlier methods including 
pepper scares and the more 
recent cool bombs designed by 
wildlife authorities and the Mzinga 
Corporation run by the military 
are less preferred. They are said to 

involve sighting the huge beasts – 
and then scare them.

Wildlife corridors are a major 
source of intrusions and damage by 
errant beasts seeking green pastures 
in farms.

It is a bit similarly the case for 
various smaller beasts like hyenas 
that may commonly go after sheep 
and other domestic animals and 
at times maul isolated individuals 
in farms or in unprotected houses. 
Thus, putting up an electric fence 
may prove wonderful but not 
necessarily a guarantee against 
intrusions.

It is expected that administrators 
in other wildlife sanctuaries, 
whether in relation to corridors or 
just borders between villages and 
conservation areas, will take up that 
outlook. It is an assurance enabling 
villagers to sleep soundly, knowing 
that elephants won’t venture there.

The very idea of scaring elephants 
with pepper came up as if electricity 
had not yet been discovered as, 
otherwise, it is hard to figure out just 
what was preventing conservation 
administrators from thinking of 
fencing, including using electricity.

One figures out that there are way 
too many naturalists in conservation 
bodies who will do all they can to 
ensure that animals are not hurt.

An illustration of that outlook 
is the incessant relativising of 
intrusions by beasts into farms or 
human settlements, where this 
outlook sees them on equal par as 
human-wildlife conflicts and where 
it is conceptually neutral as to who is 
wrong in such instances.

As to the apparent attitude change 
leading to electric fencing, it could as 
well be that some people somewhere 
have sensed that they could one day 
face voters’ wrath over the issue – 
and, for them, it’s better late than 
never.

T
HERE is evident cause for 
optimism in the internet 
inclusion effort as the 
Tanzania Digital Inclusion 

Project (TADIP) is reported to have 
won an award courtesy of the feat of 
having closed the digital divide in the 
country.

The point is in linking the 
unconnected and under-served in 
rural areas and even urban centres, 
this while the project is still in the 
early stages.

But it is reported to have 
impressed bookmakers at the access 
to information and knowledge 
platform of the World Summit on 
Information Society (WSIS 2024) 
held last week in Geneva.

Implementing the project is the 
Internet Society Tanzania Chapter 
(ISOC-TZ) in Kigamboni District 
in the commercial capital, Dar es 
Salaam.

It is understood that stakeholders 
are doing their bit in the policy 
framework of no one being left 
behind in digital inclusion.

The Geneva event was an occasion 
where digital inclusion was being 
viewed positively, with the internet 
still associated with moral chaos in 
many places around the world.

It is an old story of Dr Jekyll and 
Mr Hyde, where the internet is good 
when it offers numerous economic 
opportunities but saddening when it 
comes to social drifts.

Those who received the Geneva 
award said that their project was 
among 1,049 projects from all 
over the world which entered the 
competition in the first round.

After screening, 369 projects 
proceeded to the second and final 
round, where the Tanzanian project 
was among those shortlisted for 
the top awards. As happened, the 
project was declared the winner 
in the ‘Access to Information and 
Knowledge’ category.

initiated in 2020, TADIP is a ten-

year project now nearing midlife.
Surprisingly, it is said to be 

designed to connect 32.4 million 
people and train six million youths 
and women in digital literacy.

Among the project’s strong points 
are that it is set to have 1,500 Wi-Fi 
school info-hubs, 262,260 Wi-Fi 
community info-hubs and 12,437 Wi-
Fi ‘super info-hubs’ to be installed 
across the country.

Increasingly, even those without 
smart phones are coming so 
closer and closer to internet ‘sights 
and sounds’ that the last vestiges 
of traditional culture will be 
compromised.

The village model and 
conservative urban households 
are giving way, with not just 
unemployment being a problem 
but also violence, at households and 
in streets via individual or group 
violent robberies in the image of 
traditional cattle rustling.

Some authorities are still doing the 
most they can to take the internet 
to the population, expecting that 
people will find openings in one way 
or another to obtain a living, amidst 
vast unemployment.

The authorities are also opening 
up the country to new investors 
in the reasonable expectation 
that doing so will create jobs and, 
obviously, increase revenues.

Many hope that the intervention 
will not mean touching the off-limits 
state-operated infrastructure and 
transport outlays.

Still, there are indeed land 
ownership or occupancy rights 
where credit is unlikely as well 
as virtually stagnant demand in 
comparison to rises in industrial 
investments and services.

It thus implies that not much 
of what the internet offers as 
opportunity will be used positively. 
Rather, what will gather pace is 
social contact where youthfulness, 
not skills, is a tradable asset.

Digital inclusion global mention 
indicates we’re on the right path

President Cyril Ramaphosa speaks to the audience during the official elec-
tion results announcement ceremony at the IEC National Results Centre in 
Johannesburg on Sunday. Photo: Chris McGrath/Getty Images
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By Latoya Abulu

I
NDIGENOUS ranger Jason 
Petersen remembers how 
he used to watch the world’s 
oldest rainforest in wonder 

as a child. When the rains arrived, 
they would wash the dust from the 
trees, revealing the lush colors of 
the forest. Now, as an adult, he says 
he hopes his son will experience 
the same awe as he plants a new 
wildlife corridor on this same land.

“I hope our children will be able 
to start seeing a positive change. 
Once the movement of the animals 
starts from up in the mountains 
and down into the riparian areas 
it will be immense,” Petersen says.

In Australia’s Cape Kimberley, 
environmental charity Climate 
Force is collaborating with the 
Eastern Kuku Yalanji people and 
rangers to create a corridor that 
runs between two UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites: the Daintree Rain-
forest and the Great Barrier Reef. 
To do this, they will need to plant 
360,000 trees.

Wildlife habitats in this region 
have become fragmented. The 
area where this new forest will be 
planted is a 213-hectare (526-acre) 
plot of land that was cleared for 
cattle in the 1960s and then used 
as a commercial banana farm until 
the 1990s. It was choked with inva-
sive Guinea grass and covered in 
abandoned farm machinery.

“For a good while now our Coun-
try [Indigenous land] has been 
bare,” Petersen said.

The fragmentation of forests 
leads to a loss of diversity and de-
cline in species. But strips of land 
that make up wildlife corridors can 
help connect wildlife populations. 
They ensure foraging for food, con-
necting different populations for 
mating and other migratory need, 
say conservationists. In December 
2022, the U.N. biodiversity frame-
work recognized ecological cor-
ridors as an important conserva-
tion measure alongside protected 
areas.

For the Daintree Rainforest, con-
servationists say a wildlife corridor 
will help protect endemic Ben-
nett’s tree kangaroos (Dendrolagus 
bennettianus), spectacled flying 
foxes (Pteropus conspicillatus) and 
southern cassowaries (Casuarius 
casuarius), the closest living spe-
cies to dinosaurs.

Conservationist Barney Swan, 
founder of Climate Force, raised 
$2.5 million to buy the abandoned 
farmland in 2021 and launch the 
Tropical ReGen project. Funds 
were also used to develop a digital 
twin of the forest, to support the 
reforestation project.

“A lot of the wildlife use this 
[wildlife corridor] as a highway 
and they haven’t been able to get 
through because of the grass and 
the fences,” Swan says. “If we get 
it right, it can support hundreds of 
thousands of acres of land [in the 
Daintree Rainforest] because it’s so 
significant.”

Regenerating an ancient 
corridor
The 180-million-year-old Dain-

tree Rainforest is part of the East-
ern Kuku Yalani people’s ancestral 
lands, handed back to them by the 
Australian government in 2021. 
The Eastern Kuku Yalanji peo-
ple have been involved with the 
Tropical ReGen project since the 
beginning and continue to guide 
the Climate Force team on what 
trees to plant to help replenish the 
rainforest. Elders underlined the 
importance of planting red cedars 
(Toona ciliata), known as birthing 
trees. For centuries, birthing trees 
were used by Aboriginal women as 
a place to shelter and give birth.

“Elders talked about when the 
area was first colonized and [they] 
were forced to do most of the de-
forestation [for income],” says Crag 
Carttling, tourism facilitator of the 
Jabalbina Yalanji Aboriginal Cor-
poration, which manages and pro-
tects the Daintree Rainforest.

“This included cutting down the 
birthing trees. A lot of the red ce-

Indigenous people, NGO grow wildlife 
corridor in the world’s oldest rainforest

dar, which were called ‘red gold’ from the price they could fetch, were 
birthing trees of elders who had passed, and those trees were considered 
to be family.”

The Indigenous rangers from the Jabalbina Yalanji Aboriginal Corpora-
tion also took the Tropical ReGen team of conservationists, farmers and 
international volunteers on walks through the forest to collect native 
seeds.

The Tropical ReGen team members had to spend a month clearing 
trash and removing fences from the former banana farm and turning an 
old greenhouse on the land into a working plant nursery. They also in-
stalled water and solar power for their research center.

But before they could start planting the trees, they also needed to re-
generate the soil on the land. “Transition from a bacteria-based grass sys-
tem to a fungi-rich forest system is hard. It takes mulch, it takes organic 
decay,” Swan says.

Now, three years later, with the help of more than 300 volunteers, 
they have 25,000 trees from 180 species growing, including red cedar, 
Noah’s walnut (Endiandra microneura) and black palm (Normanbya nor-
manbyi), which can feed cockatoos and cassowaries. Of these trees, over 
10,765 are planted and the rest are growing in the nursery.

Nigel Tucker, a restoration ecologist based in Queensland state, where 
Daintree is located, and who isn’t associated with the project, agrees that 
the black palm and other trees to feed cassowaries are important to plant. 
After eating the fruit, the cassowaries can disperse large seeds that other 
animals aren’t capable of moving, he says, thereby helping propagate the 
forest.

But he says it’s also important to plant trees that can attract multiple 
animals, such as the blue quandong (Elaeocarpus grandis). The fruits 
from this tree are eaten by cassowaries as well as spectacled flying foxes, 
fawn-footed melomys (Melomys cervinipes) and musky rat-kangaroos 
(Hypsiprymnodon moschatus).

“High-value fruit crops will attract a lot of birds and animals into the 
area. They will bring with them the seeds from the adjacent forest that 
add to the diversity you could never hope to plant yourself,” Tucker says.

While cassowaries may live in the rainforest, they also search for food 
in mangroves and along beaches. As they roam, they leave behind the 
seeds of what they’ve eaten. Conservationists say they hope the wildlife 
corridor between the Daintree Rainforest and Great Barrier Reef will en-
courage them to do this even more.

Ambitious and challenging
At 213 hectares, about two-thirds the size of New York City’s Central 

Park, the Tropical ReGen project is a huge wildlife corridor, says James 
Watson, professor of conservation science at the University of Queens-
land, who isn’t involved in the project. While ambitious, this also comes 
with challenges, he says.

“You’ve got to make sure it functions like [the] ecosystem it used to be,” 
Watson says. “Great that it’s ambitious, but they have to have the budget 
and the time to make sure the trees make it.”

Much of the funding for the project comes from selling trees and dona-
tions, and a continued stream of this income is needed to complete the 
project and expand the nursery. At the moment, individuals and corpora-
tions are paying A$100 ($66) to have a native tree planted on their behalf. 
In the last three years, the project has raised more than A$6.5 million 
($4.3 million). Sources didn’t say how much more is needed to complete 
the project.

Tropical ReGen’s progress can be tracked with the help of its digital 
twin software and geotagged trees. Those who buy a tree can see what 
species it is, where it’s planted, and monitor its growth.

The software also helps organizers by showing them which trees have 
been successful and which have failed. It revealed that 50% of their trees 
that had died were killed by feral pigs. “The mulch that we place around 
the trees brings in the grubs and the pigs have a buffet,” Swan says.

In December 2023, northern Queensland also experienced its worst 
flooding in modern history. “We had 3 meters [10 feet] of rain in a week, 
so all of our water intakes got smashed,” Swan says.

He adds they’ll know if they’ve successfully regenerated the land in five 
years’ time if the trees reach canopy closure and the weeds stop growing. 
“That will be a huge moment. We will have then created a blueprint on 
what it took to do it,” Swan says.

To make the project a success, Indigenous rangers and the Climate 
Force team say they’re working closely together on planting days. Some 
of the trees grown in Climate Force’s nursery sprouted from seeds that 
the organization and rangers collected together.

“They shared what mulch to use and which trees can grow quickly to 
create a canopy, and that only comes from experience,” Petersen says.

This wasn’t a skill needed before in an untouched rainforest, he says. 
“[The advice] is coming from Climate Force and not our elders as our 
elders didn’t do broad-scale planting,” Petersen says.

Carttling of the Jabalbina Yalanji Aboriginal Corporation says it’s still 
too early to determine the success of the project, but expresses admira-
tion for the strides they’ve made so far. “They are the first group to do 
rainforest restoration organically without using pesticides and leading 
the way in terms of transparency using lidar and blockchain reporting.”

Tropical ReGen is now sharing its software and progress with research-
ers at James Cook University and plans to work with universities in South-
east Asia.

“Nature is already good at healing,” Swan says. “But what would take 
2,000 years, we can do in 100 years if we work well with it.”

Native seeds gathered by the Climate Force team

POST  CHIEF  INTERNAL  AUDITOR  (1) 
EMPLOYER  NYANZA COOPERATIVE UNION  
DUTIES  AND RESPONSIBILITI  ES  

 

 

 

 

 

i. Overall,  in-charge  of all auditing activities  in the Union 

ii. Chief  advisor  to the General Manager and the Board  on all internal  control  
procedures  within the Union 

iii. Overseeing  preparation  and making sure  regular  review of internal  audit work 
programs are  strictly  adhered to at all times 

iv. Keeping the General Manager and the Board  informed  at all times  of the progress             
and problems of the Internal  Audit Unit and the whole Union in relation  to audit 
work 

v. Setting  and continuously  evaluating performance  in the directorates  with the 
view of maintaining high standards  and keeping the sta�  morale high 

vi. Assessing  the degree of adherence  to policies  and regulations  by di�erent  
departments  

vii.  Developing comprehensive  audit programs  of the Union with a view to 
establishing  adherence  to estab lished systems,  procedures  and regulations  and 
ensuring their  accuracy  

viii. Conducting regular  audits  of all  to ensure  that up to date financial  
records  are  kept and that approved management and accounting  procedures  are 
followed 

ix. Ensuring  that the Union’s assets  are  adequately  controlled,  safeguarded  and 
insured  

x. Investigating  frauds  or misappropriations  committed  by sta�  
xi. Reviewing  audit reports  with the Union’s external  auditors  
xii. Performing  any other duties  relevant  to the scope  of work that may be assig ned  

by the supervisor.  
DESIRED  ATTRIBUT ES  • Independent 

• Adaptability in changing business environment  
• Confidentiality  
• Ethical Standards and High  integrity  
• Innovative and excellent  analytical  ability 
• Fluent  in English  and Kiswahili  
• Excellent  interpersonal  and communication  skills  
• Customer  focus  
• Ability to work within a team,  and to interact  with superiors,  peers  and 

subordinates.  

QUALIFICATIONS AND 
EXPERIENCE  

• Holder of Bachelor  Degree in Accountancy,  Finance,  Business  Administration 
majoring in Accountancy  or Finance  or equivalent  qualifications  from 
recognized  institutions   

• Holder of CPA (T),  or equivalent professional  qualification  recognized  by the 
NBAA.  

i. Minimum of 2 years  relevant  experience  in a similar  role from a reputable 
organization.  

REMUNERA TION/  SALARY  SCALE      As Per  NCU Salary  Scale  

POST  EXTENSION   OFFICER (1 ) 

EMPLOYER  NYANZA COOPERATIVE UNION  

DUTIES  AND RESPONSIBILITI  ES  i. Advising farmers,  agricultural  businesses,  rural  industries,  government and other 
development partners  on appropriate  practices  for  agricultural  production, 
processing and distribution of farm produce  

ii. Facilitating  farmers'  group formation  and advice  in making better  decisions  to 
increase agricultural production  

iii. Capacity  building of farmers'  groups to enable them make bette r decisions  and 
access required products and services to increase agricultural production  

iv. Ensuring  good relations/  communication  between private  sectors,  government 
agencies and farmers  

v. Coordinating farmers’  field days by linking together  di�erent  players  for  technology 
exhibition, technical and marketing information sharing  

vi. Provide timely and accurate written and verbal reporting  
vii. Contribute  to project  strategic  planning and to well-written,  focused  project 

reports, annual implementation plans, success st ories and other written products.  
viii. Performing  any other duties  relevant  to the scope  of work that may be assigned  by 
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3.0 GENERAL CONDITIONS.
i. Applicants must attach an up-to-date Curriculum Vitae (CV) having 

reliable contacts; postal address/post code, e-mail and telephone 
numbers;

ii. All applicants must be Citizens of Tanzania;
iii. Applicants should apply on the strength of the information given in this 

advertisement;
iv. Applicants must attach their certified copies of the following 

certificates: -
• Postgraduate/Degree/Advanced Diploma/Diploma/Certificates;
• Degree/Advanced Diploma/Diploma transcripts;
• Form IV and Form VI National Examination Certificates;
• Professional Registration and Training Certificates from 

respective Registration or Regulatory Bodies, (where applicable); 
and

• Birth certificate or NIDA ID.

v. Attaching copies of the following certificates is strictly not accepted: -
• Form IV and Form VI results slips; and
• Testimonials and Partial transcripts.

vi. An applicant should indicate three reputable referees with their 
reliable contacts;

vii. Deadline for application is 05th, July, 2024
viii.Only shortlisted candidates will be informed the date of interview; 

Application letters, CV should be written in English and all Attachments must be 
addressed to:

GENERAL MANAGER,
NYANZA COOPERATIVE UNION (1984) LTD,

P.O. BOX 09,
MWANZA

Or Through email: info@ncultd.or.tz 

Issued by

………………………….
BOARD CHAIRMAN

05th June, 2024

1.0 BACKGROUND INFORMATION.
Nyanza Cooperative Union 1984 LTD is a limited liability Secondary Cooperative Society with registration No. 4152 Dated 21.04.1984. It is registered under the Co-operative 
Societies Act No 6 of 2013. It is owned by 253 registered Cooperative Primary Societies located within Mwanza Region. It is a member of the National Apex Organization of the 
Co-operative movement in Tanzania, i.e. The Tanzania Federation of Co-operatives Limited (TFC). NCU (1984) LTD one of the largest Co-operative Unions in Tanzania.

2.0 EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES.
Nyanza Cooperative Union invites dynamic, proactive, experienced and suitable qualified Tanzanians to fill three (3) vacancies; post of the Chief Internal Auditor (1 Position), 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

POST INFORMAT ION AND COMMUNICAT ION TECHNOLOGY  OFF ICER  (1) 

EMPLOYE R NYA NZA COOPERAT IVE  UNION  

DUTIES  AND RESP ONS IBIL ITI  ES  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Duties  and respons ibilities  of the ICT O cer;  
i.  Develop and maintain cons istent criti ca l guidelines  that are in line with the ICT 

Policy of the party/assoc iation and guidelines  issued  by the o ce  of the Registrar 
of Cooperative Soc ieties ;  

ii.  To implement the ICT policy of the Assoc iation;  
iii.  To operate and coordinate the crosscu tting information sys tem of AMCOS 

members ;  
iv. Provide education to leaders, execu tives  and members of AMCOS, so that they 

can start and continue using the ICT equipment for communication in their 
agricultural activities  and production;  

v. To provide guidelines , education and regular training to execu tives  when they are 
stuck  so that they can carry  out their duties;  

vi.  Conduct regular resea rch on the use  of ICT for member assoc iations and their 
members  to deter mine the increase  in use  and the growth of e ciency in us;  

vii.  Providing technical advice  to the Assoc iation Boa rd on the issues  related to ICT;  
viii.  Providing opportunities  for execu tives  to get regular ICT training to keep up with 

the rapid growth of Techno logy in the country and the world;  
ix. Es tablishing and promoting access  and use  of ICT to the Member Primary 

Cooperatives  in order to fac ilitate e ciency in their work performance ;  
x. To analyze and bring recommendations for the creation of computer sys tems that 

can simplify daily operations of the Union such  as  'application software' and 
advertising the Assoc iation in various soc ial networks  to show the inves tment 
opportunities  available in the Assoc iation;  

xi.  Ensu ring all internal and external network infras tructures  are working at the 
required e ciency;  

xii.  To strengthen the o cial communication between the Cooperatives , the 
Government and other key stakeholders through social networks  and the websit e 
of the Union;  

xiii.  Champion, fac ilitate and support smooth operations of the CSMIS (MUVU) in the 
Union;   

xiv. Managing and repairing  ICT  equipment and when it fai ls,  technicians  from outside  
will be sought under management of ICT  department professi onals;  

xv. To monitor the entire trend of ICT equipment and identifi es  the equipment that 
obsolete/redundant and submits recommendations for proper for disposa l 
procedure;  

xvi.  Develop and have a strategic plan for all member AMCOS to have e� ective ICT 
policies , expand the scope  of email use  and ensure that all member AMCOS have 
email addresses  with the Union’s domain; and 

xvii.  Advise  and support the purchase  of software and ICT equipment in the o ce .  
DES IRE D ATT RIBUTES • High integrity and innovative. 

• Values  diversity and able to work cross  culturally.  
• Exce llent interpersonal and communication sk ills .  

QUALIFICAT IONS AND 
EXPER IENC E 

• A fir st university degree preferably in computer sc ience , Information technology, 
network Administration/Engineering or related field preferred 

• A minimum of two (2) years’ experience  in providing ICT se rvices  
REMUNERA TION/  SALAR Y SCAL E As Per NCU Sa lary Sca le 
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BUSINESS

By Guardian Reporter

THE 2024 edition of The African 
Banking Digital Transformation report 
revealed that 76 percent of banks rank 
digital transformation as either their top 
priority or among the top three, while 
the remaining 24 percent also view it as 
important.

A statement issued by African Banker 
yesterday, indicated that with almost 
half of the continent unable to access 
any form of bank account, including ap-
proximately 60 percent of women, this 
result reflects the opportunity for banks 
to grow their customer base through an 
inclusive digital offering.

A growing African population – fore-
cast to be 2.49 billion by 2050 – coupled 
with spectacular increases in the num-
ber of devices such as smartphones and 
tablets (mobile phones now account for 
75 percent of web traffic in Africa) is the 
perfect recipe for an explosion in digital 
banking.

Benefits include speed, convenience, 
and enhanced user data, meaning that 
banks can much more readily tailor solu-
tions for their clients. In 2021 – the last 
year for which full figures are available 
– 55.07 percent of the African population 
owned a bank or mobile money account, 
compared to 23.33 percent in 2011. 

This year, cloud computing was the 
most cited technology being incorporat-
ed into digitisation strategies. This over-
takes Artificial Intelligence and Cyberse-
curity & Resilience as the primary driver 
since our 2023 survey. The result can be 
explained through the growing sophisti-
cation of AI solutions, which sees it spill 
over into other technology areas includ-
ing Cybersecurity.

Interviewed for the report, Ecobank 
Group Chief Digital Officer Nvalaye 
Kourouma said: “I really see AI as a 
game-changer, both internally and ex-
ternally” because AI-powered tools help 
overcome language barriers for engag-
ing customers in different countries.

“We now have the capability to build 
local natural languages into our AI inter-
actions so that language and writing are 
no longer barriers. Speech and image 
can be used to communicate more effec-
tively. AI opens the door for a different 
level of engagement with our customers, 
so it’s encouraging,” he added.

The 2024 edition of the report draws 
on comprehensive survey data from 
more than 150 banks spanning 35 coun-
tries, providing an in-depth analysis of 
current digital banking trends, key in-
novations, and digital transformation 
progress.

The report was launched during GI-
TEX Africa 2024, in Marrakesh, Morocco 
and it is a collaboration work between 
African Banker and Backbase.

While the Backbase is on a mission 
to re-architect banking around the cus-
tomer the African Banker is dedicated to 
reporting on the banking industry across 
Africa. 

Digital transformation: A top-three
priority for banks, says new report

AfDB 2023 report: Climate finance
soars, strong net income achieved

By Guardian Reporter
 
IN 2023, approvals for climate finance reg-

istered a substantial increase over the previ-
ous year, reaching $5.8 billion, representing 
55 percent of total approvals; Bank achieves 
strong net income- UA 1,729.89 million.

The African Development Bank Group 
(AfDB) released its Annual Report for 2023 
on Wednesday, painting a picture of im-
proved financial performance and robust 
support to its member countries across Af-
rica.

A statement issued by AfDB and shared 
to this journalist, indicated that the critical 
financial support has resulted in increased 
resilience and recovery despite the challeng-
ing effects of regional conflicts, economic 
shocks, climate change, and the after-effects 
of the Covid-19 pandemic.

In the face of stubbornly high inflation, 
public debt and associated financial vulnera-
bilities, African countries balanced efforts to 
spur growth and measures to contain the im-
pact of rising cost of living on their citizens, 
earning commendation from Bank Group 
president Dr. Akinwumi Adesina.

“Our nations, our economies, and our peo-

By Guardian Reporter

CONTINENTAL group 
the African Petroleum 
Producers Organization 
(APPO), in collabora-
tion with multilateral 
financial institution the 
African Export-Import 
Bank (Afreximbank) 
has signed the requisite 
documents for the es-
tablishment of the Africa 
Energy Bank – an institu-
tion set up to facilitate, 
promote and finance the 
development of oil, gas 
and energy industries in 
Africa.

A statement by African 
Energy Chamber (AEC) 
released yesterday and 
shared to this journalist, 
has that the signing cer-
emony was held in Cai-
ro on June 3, 2024 and 
marked the official crea-
tion of the institution.

As the voice of the Af-
rican energy sector, AEC 
commends the efforts by 
APPO and Afreximbank 

to not only establish 
such an important fi-
nancial institution but 
to fast-track its creation. 
The AEC believes that 
the Africa Energy Bank 
will play a central role 
in strengthening energy 
access and growth in 
Africa by providing the 
financing needed to get 
large-scale projects off 
the ground.

The signing ceremony 
comes ahead of the con-
tinent’s biggest energy 
event – African Energy 
Week (AEW) which aims 
to drive new investment 
across the continent’s 
energy value chain. Unit-
ing investors and pro-
jects developers with 
African energy projects, 
the event has long-advo-
cated for the establish-
ment of an Africa Energy 
Bank, and in 2024, the 
conference will further 
unpack the role the in-
stitution will play across 
the continent.  

Africa Energy Bank ushers in a
new era of hydrocarbon growth

ple continue to show remarkable fortitude,” 
he noted in the report’s foreword. “Despite 
the overall economic slowdown, 15 coun-
tries posted output expansion of more than 
5 percent and Africa retained its position as 
the fastest-growing economy after Asia with 
real GDP growth close to the global average 
of 3.2 percent.”

The Annual Report reports that Bank 
Group approvals for 2023 (UA 8.03 billion) 
were 30 percent higher than those for 2022 
(UA 6.16 billion), and close to the highest ap-
provals in the history of the Bank Group.

Approvals for sovereign operations - pro-
jects financed with the guarantee of a sover-
eign entity such as a national or sub-national 
government - in 2023 increased sharply by 
43 percent, to reach UA 6.76 billion as the 
Bank provided extensive sustainable finance 
to boost several African countries in their 
post Covid-19 recovery.

The Bank’s High 5 priorities: to Light Up 
and Power Africa, Feed Africa, Industrial-
ize Africa, Integrate Africa, and Improve the 
Quality of Life for the People of Africa all saw 
increased approvals in 2023, except “Feed 
Africa,” which showed a decrease. The posi-
tive decrease from the exceptionally high 

level in 2022, is a result of the newly cre-
ated African Emergency Food Production 
Facility, set up to offset  disruption of food 
supplies across the continent due to Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine.

The report records the impressive results 
of projects delivered across the High 5’s in 
2023: 2.4 million people with access to new 
electricity connections; 11 million farmers 
used improved techniques including micro-
irrigation, fertilizer, and climate-resilient 
seeds; over 440,000 enterprises had access 
to finance, and almost 233,000 of them are 
women-owned, 3.5 million people gained ac-
cess to better transport services; and 9 mil-
lion people had new or improved access to 
water and sanitation.

Bank maintains gender markers, pursuing 
innovative financing solutions to offset risk

AfDB continued to categorize its approved 
sovereign operations using the Gender 
Marker System, which seeks to differenti-
ate operations to focus on those that have a 
greater impact on reducing gender gaps.

In 2023 a record 100 percent of sovereign 
operations were categorized using the Gen-
der Marker System, of which 58 percent con-
tributed directly to women’s access to social 
services and skills.

The Bank showed innovation in safeguard-
ing its ability to bear risk in carrying out 
its strategic development objectives while 
maintaining its AAA/aaa rating. In particular, 
guarantees for sovereign operations rose to 
UA 1.71 billion in 2023, the highest level since 
the Bank started offering these instruments 
in 2000.

Also in 2023, approvals for climate finance 
registered substantial increase over 2022, 
reaching UA 4.3 billion (USD 5.8 billion,) rep-
resenting 5 percent% of total approvals.

The African Development Bank Group ex-
perienced a significant increase in income 
in all its three entities reaching UA 1,729.89 
million up from UA 774.79 million in Decem-
ber 2022. The increase was a result of height-
ened loan activities and favorable returns on 
treasury and other investments. Although, 
this was largely offset by higher borrowing 
expenses, the Bank achieved very strong net 
income of UA 406.05 million, close to double 
the UA 239.39 million in 2022.

By Guardian Reporter

BANKING counter dominated 
the Dar es Salaam Stock Exchange 
(DSE) activities during the opening 
day of the week, with share indices 
ended up in downward trend.

The daily market report shows 
that all Share Index (DSEI), Tanza-
nia Share Index (TSI) and Banks, 
Finance & Investment declined by 
0.93 points, 0.36 points and 1.21 
points respectively.

Top mover was CRDB counter, 
which recorded the transactions 
of 351,603 shares, valued 178.6m/- 
traded through normal market 
board at a weighted average price 
of 510/- per share in 181 deals.

NMB counter emerged as sec-
ond top mover, after recorded 
the transactions of 25,693 shares 
valued 136.2m/-, traded through 

Banking counters dominate DSE trading on week’s opening

Stock brokers at work. File Photo

Oil worker engages in upstream oil production. Photo: File Photo

institution has garnered substantial interest from 
African governments and development financial in-
stitutions, all of which recognize its role in funding 
future projects.

APPO Secretary General Omar Farouk Ibrahim an-
nounced in March 2024 that the bank had already 
started receiving funds from APPO member states – 
underscoring the level of interest in supporting its es-
tablishment. The bank is seeking approximately $83 
million from each of APPO’s 18 signatories, amount-
ing to almost $1.5 billion.

With the establishment of the bank, African coun-
tries will not only be able to benefit from a new 
source of financing but will be able to reduce their 
reliance on foreign capital. Between 2016 and 2021, 
over 88 percent of the general financing of the 24 
largest fossil fuel companies in Africa was foreign 
funded. showcasing the level of reliance on foreign 
institutions.

This has left the continent susceptible to foreign 
policies and capital trends, leading to difficulty in 
raising capital despite the urgency of oil and gas de-
velopment. With the Africa Energy Bank, project de-
velopers can tap into African-raised funds, therefore 
driving project forward.

“The AEC is proud to see organizations such as 
APPO and Afreximbank taking concrete steps to-
wards financing African energy projects. Despite on-
going pressure to relinquish fossil fuel financing and 
redirect capital towards renewables, these organiza-
tions are promoting a just transition in Africa – one 
that prioritizes Africa’s development and recognizes 
the role oil and gas plays. The Africa Energy Bank will 
play a catalyzing role in expanding the energy indus-
try in Africa while driving sustainable and equitable 
growth for the continent’s population,” stated NJ 
Ayuk, Executive Chairman of the AEC.

AEW is the platform of choice for project opera-
tors, financiers, technology providers and govern-
ment, and has emerged as the official place to sign 
deals in African energy.

Despite the role oil and gas has and will continue 
to play in Africa, global efforts to transition to alter-
native sources of fuel have created a significant in-
vestment gap worldwide. In recent years, fossil fuel 
funding has been declining rapidly, while IOCs divest 
their oil and gas assets, favoring more strategic in-
vestments.

At the same time, Africa still faces an energy crisis, 
with more than 600 million lacking access to elec-

tricity and over 900 million lacking access to clean 
cooking solutions. The International Energy Agency 
estimates that delivering modern energy to the en-
tire continent will require up to $25 billion in annual 
spending until 2030, highlighting a significant oppor-
tunity for financiers.

The Africa Energy Bank aims to directly address 
funding challenges by providing an African solution 
to financing energy projects.

With $5 billion in initial capital raised from African 
signatories, the institution aims to close the funding 
gap by providing capital to oil and gas projects across 
the continent. In a relatively short period of time, the 

AfDB President  Akinwumi Adesina. File Photo

We now have the 
capability to build local 
natural languages into 
our AI interactions so that 
language and writing are 
no longer barriers

normal trade at a weighted average price of 
5,325/- per share in eleven deals.

Other banking counters which recorded 
trading activities during the opening day 
of the week were DCB, which transacted 

1,780 shares valued 195,800/-, followed by 
Maendeleo Bank (MBP), which transacted 10 
shares valued 3,000/- and Mkombozi Com-
mercial Bank (MKCB) counter which trasact-
ed 1,122shares valued 0.6m/-.

Apart from banking sector, TCCIA Invest-
ment Limited (TICL) was third top mover, af-
ter recording the transaction of 14,129 shares 
valued 2.6m/- traded at a price ranging from 
185/- to 190/- per share in 30 deals.

The market report shows a total turno-
ver of 324 was recorded during the opening 
day of the week, through the transaction of 
400,510 shares traded in 290 deals. 

Local investors dominated the activities 
as they accounted for 100 percent of total 
value of shares bought and 99.87 percent of 
the value of total shares sold.

Other non-banking active counters were 
self-listed DSE, Precision Air (PAL), Tanzania 
Cigarette Company (TCC), Tanzania Port-
land Cement Company (TPCC), Tanzania 
Tea Packaging (Tatepa) and Vodacom Tan-
zania.

Top gainer of the day was cross listed East 
African Breweries Limited (EABL), which its 
share slightly increased by 1.31 percent to 
3,100/-, compared to 3,060/- recorded dur-

ing the closing day of the last week.
Four counters including Jubilee Holdings 

Limited ( JHL), Kenya Commercial Bank 
(KBC), Mkombozi Commercial Bank (MKCB) 
and TCCIA Investment Limited (TICL) saw 
their share declining at the opening of the 
week.

On government bonds board, a 20-year 
bond with a coupon rate of 12.10 percent and 
a face value of 0.01bn/- was traded at 85.06 
percent in one deal, while a 20-year bond 
with coupon rate of 15.49 percent and face 
value of 0.15bn/- was traded at prices of 100 
percent, 100.38 percent, 104 percent, 105.49 
percent and 106.022 percent in six deals.

The market also traded a 25-year bond 
with a coupon rate of 12.56 percent ad a face 
value of 0.03bn/- at 90.145 percent in one 
deal, while a 25-years bond with coupon rate 
of 15.95 percent and a face value of 2.05bn/- 
was traded at prices ranging from 102 per-
cent and 112 percent in four deals. 
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By Guardian Reporter & 
Agencies

In 2023, the global airline 
industry rebounded from 
Covid challenges, achieving 
profitability after three years 
of losses. The International Air 
Transport Association (IATA) 
reported a net profit of $27.4 
billion, surpassing previous 
projections a remarkable in-
crease from the $3.5 billion loss 
in 2022.

It is noted that initially fore-
casted to be around $23 billion, 
the industry’s performance ex-
ceeded expectations.

According to Statista, IATA’s 
Director General, Willie Walsh 
hailed the industry’s successful 
recovery from the pandemic, 
while also warning that the in-
dustry’s profit margins remain 
“wafer thin.”

“We deserve to celebrate the 
hard work that has brought 
our industry back from the 
brink, while acknowledging 
that we remain squeezed be-
tween a fiercely competitive 
environment downstream 
and the oligopolistic upstream 
supply chain’s lack of competi-
tion,” Walsh said at the IATA’s 
80th Annual General Meeting 
in Dubai on Monday.

The IATA’s Director General 
added: “onerous regulation” 
and persistent supply chain 
problems also stand in the way 
of sustainable industry-level 
profits.

Despite the positive finan-
cial outcomes, experts point 
out that the journey to full re-
covery is far from complete. 
Richard Aboulafia, Managing 
Director at AeroDynamic Ad-
visory, notes that while pas-
senger numbers are climbing, 
the industry faces significant 
structural issues.

“The increase in passenger 
volume is encouraging, but 
the industry needs to tackle 
rising operational costs and 
supply chain disruptions that 
have persisted post-pandem-
ic. These factors can quickly 
erode the thin profit margins 
airlines are currently enjoy-
ing,” said Aboulafia.

Echoing this sentiment, 
Andrew Charlton, Managing 
Director of Aviation Advocacy, 
stresses the impact of regulato-
ry challenges. “The regulatory 
environment is becoming in-
creasingly complex, with gov-
ernments around the world 
imposing stricter environmen-
tal regulations. Compliance 
costs are rising, and airlines 

The post-Covid revitalisation
of the global airline industry

Nairobi

Global oil prices fell below 
the USD 80/barrel mark just a day 
after the Organization of Petrole-
um Exporting Countries (OPEC+) 
meeting where oil-producing 
countries agreed to extend out-
put cuts into 2025.

Kenya’s supplier UAE Murban 
eased by 3.6 percent to USD 78.93/
barrel while the global bench-
mark Brent Crude oil decreased 
by 3.5 percent to USD 78.17/bar-
rel. Additionally, WTI eased by 
3.8 percent to USD 74.01/barrel, 
all falling below the USD 80.00/
barrel mark on Monday.

In the Sunday meeting, OPEC+ 
agreed to not only extend supply 
cuts  through 2025 but also allow 
phasing out of voluntary cuts of 
2.2 million barrels per day from 
October 2024.

Additionally, the United Arab 
Emirates got an extra production 
boost of 0.3 million barrels per 
day in 2025 following a consist-
ent push of higher production. 
The group agreed to extend the 
additional voluntary cuts of 1.65 
million barrels per day that were 
announced in April 2023, until 
the end of December 2025.

Saudi Arabia, Russia, Iraq, 
United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, 
Kazakhstan, Algeria, and Oman 
held a meeting in Riyadh on the 
sidelines of the 37th OPEC and 
non-OPEC Ministerial Meeting 
(ONOMM). The meeting aimed at 
underpinning precautionary ef-
forts of OPEC+ countries and to 
bolster oil prices.

The group agreed to extend the 
additional voluntary cuts of 1.65 
million barrels per day that were 
announced in April 2023, until 

Global oil prices fall after OPEC+ extends supply cuts

tices.
Paul Steele, IATA’s Senior Vice 

President for Environment and 
Sustainability, emphasizes the 
importance of investment in 
sustainable aviation fuels (SAFs) 
and innovative technologies.

“The transition to sustainable 
aviation is not just an environ-
mental imperative but also a 
financial one. Airlines that lead 
in adopting SAFs and improv-
ing fuel efficiency will be better 
positioned to meet regulatory 
requirements and customer ex-
pectations, ultimately enhanc-
ing their profitability,” he said.

Looking ahead, the IATA 
expects industry revenues to 
reach a historic high of $996 
billion in 2024, as 38.7 million 
flights are expected for the year, 
just 0.2 million short of the 2019 
supply. 

Passenger revenue is expect-
ed to reach $744 billion, exceed-
ing the 2019 total by more than 
22 percent, driven in part by an 
increase in passenger volume 
and in part by improvements in 
passenger yields.

Net profits are expected to 
climb to $30.5 billion this year, 
which is more than previously 
forecast but still not enough to 
build financial resilience and 
invest in a more sustainable fu-
ture, according to Walsh.

Media reports has that the 
airline industry is on the path to 
sustainable profits, but there is 
a big gap still to cover. A 5.7 per-
cent return on invested capital 
is well below the cost of capital, 

which is over 9 percent. And 
earning just $6.14 per passenger 
is an indication of just how thin 
our profits are - barely enough 
for a coffee in many parts of the 
world.

Moreover, the path to a ro-
bust and resilient global airline 
industry is fraught with chal-
lenges, but it is also paved with 
opportunities for innovation 
and growth. Industry leaders 
and experts agree that collabo-
ration, regulatory adaptation, 
and a strong focus on sustain-
ability will be key to navigating 
the post-pandemic landscape.

As John Strickland, Director 
of JLS Consulting, aptly puts it, 
“The recovery is a testament to 
the resilience and adaptability 
of the airline industry. However, 
sustaining this recovery will re-
quire airlines to not only man-
age current challenges but also 
anticipate future disruptions. 
Strategic investments in tech-
nology, sustainability, and sup-
ply chain resilience will be cru-
cial in shaping a profitable and 
sustainable future for aviation.”

Therefore, while the airline 
industry has made significant 
strides in recovering from the 
depths of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, it must continue to 
evolve and adapt to ensure long-
term sustainability and profit-
ability. The delicate balance 
between navigating immedi-
ate operational challenges and 
investing in future growth will 
determine the industry’s trajec-
tory in the years to come.

By Guardian Reporter

AFRICAN Energy Week (AEW) will host a dedicated 
upstream E&P forum to showcase licenses and active 
assets to global investors and industry leaders. The 
forum serves as the principal platform to connect 
investors and project developers with available acre-
age.

A statement released yesterday by African Energy 
Chamber (AEC) stated and shared to this paper, indi-
cated that the forum will feature private sector execu-
tives, ministers and senior and government officials 
as they drill down on key issues and offer progressive 
solutions for maximizing the value of Africa’s energy 
resources.

Representing the ideal platform for leading play-
ers throughout the continent and abroad to build on 
a shared commitment towards bringing Africa out of 
energy poverty, the forum aims to bolster energy ac-
cess through resource exploitation and monetization.

AEW is the platform of choice for project operators, 
financiers, technology providers and government, 
and has emerged as the official place to sign deals in 
African energy.

In 2024, Africa’s E&P landscape is witnessing un-
precedented growth owing to regional demand, with 
recent large-scale discoveries and calls by African 
stakeholders to advance hydrocarbon monetization.

While major oil producing countries such as Alge-
ria, Angola and Libya look towards expanding pro-
duction on the back of new exploration campaigns, 
nascent markets such as Namibia and the Republic of 
Congo have put forward ambitious upstream agendas 
which aim to position the countries as both produc-
ers and exporters.

Africa is making strides to expand its oil and gas 
reserves, with multiple countries introducing new 
licensing rounds and accelerating ongoing ones. Sub-
Saharan Africa is expected to spearhead this growth, 
with more than 11 licensing rounds planned for 2024 

and 2025.
Namibia is awarding new E&P 

licenses in two 2-month periods in 
2024 as part of a new open-door 
system entitled the New System, 
which was launched in January to 
address a backlog of permit appli-
cations. The country received ap-
plications for its onshore blocks 
from April to May and is poised to 
receive applications for offshore 
E&P licenses from September to 
October.

Meanwhile, Angola’s national 

concessionaire - the National Oil, 
Gas & Biofuels Agency (ANPG) - 
is set to launch its 2025 Limited 
Public Tender, offering up to 10 
offshore blocks in the Kwanza and 
Benguela basins in 2025. In March 
2024, the ANPG announced win-
ners for a 12-block oil and gas ten-
der covering the Lower Congo and 
Kwanza onshore basins. The gov-
ernment’s updated Hydrocarbon 
Exploration Strategy 2020-2025 
showcases the immense poten-
tial within the country’s geologi-

cally-appraised concessions and 
sedimentary basins, with under-
explored prospects such as the 
Kwanza Basin and Namibe Basin 
serving as some of the world’s 
leading frontiers for hydrocarbon 
exploration.

Additionally, Nigeria launched 
its 2024 licensing round in April, 
offering 19 blocks – including sev-
en deep offshore assets and 12 new 
assets. The licensing round will 
conclude in January 2025, high-
lighting a strategic opportunity 

AEW set to fuel project development
with dedicated upstream E&P forum

A ground crew member ensures smooth aircraft operations on the airport ramp. File Photo

the end of December 2025.
“Moreover, these countries 

will extend their additional 
voluntary cuts of 2.2 million 
barrels per day, that were an-
nounced in November 2023, 
until the end of September 
2024 and then the 2.2 mil-
lion barrels per day cut will 
be gradually phased out on a 
monthly basis until the end 
of September 2025 to sup-
port market stability. This 
monthly increase can be 
paused or reversed subject 
to market conditions.” said 
OPEC in a statement.

The next OPEC and non-
OPEC Ministerial Meeting 
will be held on 1st December 
2024.

With the expected surplus 
supply as a result of gradu-
ally phasing out the produc-
tion cuts, which came in ear-

lier than expected, oil prices 
are seeing a bearish trend in 
the medium term with dim-
ming demand pressures. 
OPEC+ remains cautious 
stating that decisions would 
be market dependent and 
therefore subject to change.

Since the November 2023 
meeting, oil prices have been 
ranging around the $80/bar-
rel mark. Despite the recent 
price drop, global oil prices 
remain prone to geopolitical 
tensions in the Middle East 
and Ukraine. 

In Kenya, effects of global 
oil price increases and de-
creases lag on account of  
different landing cost pric-
es and exchange rate used 
during the review cycles by 
EPRA.

Agencies

need to innovate rapidly to meet these demands 
without compromising profitability.”

Supply chain issues have been a recurring 
theme in the airline industry’s recovery narrative. 
According to aviation analyst Alex Macheras, the 
pandemic has exposed vulnerabilities in the glob-
al supply chain, particularly concerning aircraft 
manufacturing and maintenance.

“The oligopolistic nature of the aircraft manu-
facturing industry means that delays from a few 
key suppliers can have a ripple effect throughout 
the sector. Airlines are finding it challenging to 
expand their fleets or even maintain their current 
capacity due to bottlenecks in the supply chain,” 
Macheras explains.

IATA’s Walsh also pointed to the need for a more 

resilient supply chain. “We need to ensure that our 
supply chains are not only robust but also flexible 
enough to handle unexpected disruptions. This 
requires cooperation across the entire aviation 
ecosystem, from manufacturers to service provid-
ers.”

Furthermore, sustainability is another critical 
aspect of the airline industry’s future. The pres-
sure to reduce carbon emissions and adopt green-
er technologies is mounting.

According to a report by the World Economic 
Forum, the aviation industry accounts for about 
2-3 percent of global carbon emissions, and this 
figure is expected to rise. Experts argue that 
achieving long-term profitability will hinge on the 
industry’s ability to transition to sustainable prac-

for E&P players. Uganda is also expected to launch its 
third licensing round in mid-2024, offering blocks in 
the Open Albertine Graben basin, while Somalia is set 
to offer some 26 offshore blocks in its 2024 bid round 
– expected to close in 2026. Kenya and Tanzania are 
preparing to launch their own respective licensing 
rounds this year, underscoring frontier opportunities 
in East Africa.

Across the continent, E&P players are already mak-
ing strides towards developing untapped resources. In 
April, energy giant TotalEnergies signed an MoU with 
Algerian state-owned energy company Sonatrach for 
the appraisal and development of gas resources in the 
North-East Timimoun region. Meanwhile, the same 
month saw the discovery of a well in Libya by the 
country’s state-owned National Oil Corporation with 
the potential to produce 16.8 million cubic feet of gas 
per day. In addition to gas, the discovery also shows 
the potential for the well to produce 646 barrels of oil 
per day with a specific density of 49 API.

On top of these recent advancements, large scale 
discoveries in the Orange Basin and the MSGBC Basin 
have positioned Africa as one of the world’s top oil and 
gas markets. In Namibia – compounded by favorable 
fiscal incentives and a large-scale investment land-
scape – discoveries include the Graff-1, Venus-1, Jonker-
1X, La Rona-1, Lesedi-1X, Mopane-1X and most recently, 
the Mangetti-1X concessions, which have attracted oil 
and gas supermajors including TotalEnergies, Shell, 
Chevron and ExxonMobil, as well as independents 
players such as Azule Energy, Galp and ReconAfrica.

Meanwhile, the Sangomar Field Development – 
Senegal’s inaugural offshore oil project – anticipates 
first oil in mid-2024 and is set to process 100,000 
barrels per day once operational. Straddling the mar-
itime border between Mauritania and Senegal, the 
development of the Greater Tortue Ahmeyim LNG 
project is nearing completion.

“What Africa needs to make energy poverty history 
by 2030 is for more wells to be drilled. The Upstream 
E&P Forum will be crucial for moving projects for-
ward and prioritizing the funding of large-scale oil 
and gas projects to fuel economic growth and accel-
erate industrialization,” stated NJ Ayuk, AEC Execu-
tive Chairman.

Upstream works include the exploration and production of crude oil and natural gas. File Photo
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Africa’s voice needs to be heard, says AfDB Adesina

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE   

WEDNESDAY 5 June 

5:00       	 Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       	 Habari za saa
9:00      	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       	 Soap: Laws of love 
9:55       	 Habari za saa
10:00      	 Watoto wetu
10:30      	 Jungu Kuu rpt
10:55      	  Habari za saa
11:00      	 Mjue zaidi
11:40      	 Kipindi maalum: Nishati na Mazingira 
11:55       	 Habari za saa
12:00       	 Al Jazeera
12:30     	  Bundesliga na DW rpt
12:55       	 Habari za saa
13:00      	 Dakika 45 rpt
13:55      	 Habari za saa
14:00      	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:40     	  Kipindi maalum: NHIF rpt
14:55      	  Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu 
17:00	 Music: The Base
18:00	 Hapa na Pale 
18:15     	 Kipindi maalum: Vuna Deile
18:30     	 Jarida la wanawake 
19:00    	  Kipindi maalum: BOT
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05     	 Aibu Yako
21:05     	 Kipindi maalum: Tanesco
21:35	 Ripoti maalum
22:30 	 Soap: Uzalo
23:00	 Jiji letu	
23:30   	 Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

THURSDAY 6 June 
5:00       	 Soap rpt: Uzalo 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       	 Habari za saa
9:00       	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       	 Soap rpt: Laws of love
9:55       	 Habari za saa
10:00     	  Watoto wetu
10:30      	 Shamba lulu
10:55      	 Habari za saa
11:00      	 Kipindi maalum: Vodacom na Vodabima
11:20      	  Ripoti maalum
11:55      	 Habari za saa
12:00      	 Al Jazeera
12:30    	   Jarida la wanawake rpt

12:55     	  Habari za saa
13:00      	 Kipindi maalum rpt: BOT 
13:30      	 Art and Lifestyle 
13:55      	 Habari za saa
14:00	 Shamsham za pwani rpt
14:55     	 Habari za saa
15:00     	 Meza huru
16:30    	  Watoto wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15     	 Mapishi
18:30     	 Usafiri wako
19:00	 Kipindi maalum: TMDA
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00    	  Jiji letu
23:30   	 Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

		
FRIDAY 7 June
5:00       	 Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       	 Habari za saa
9:00       	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       	 Soap rpt: Laws of love
9:55       	 Habari za saa
10:00      	 Watoto wetu
10:30     	 Usafiri wako
10:55       	 Habari za saa
11:00      	 Kipindi maalum: Watumishi housing
11:20      	 Kipindi maalum: TMDA 
11:55       	 Habari za saa
12:00      	 Al Jazeera
12:30	 Kipindi maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55      	  Habari za saa
13:00     	 Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni Nyumba rpt
13:30     	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na Mahakama
13:55      	  Habari za saa
14:00     	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na Mahakama
14:30	 DW: Afrimaxx rpt
14:55       	 Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru:
16:30	 Watoto Wetu
17:00	 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30      	 Kiislam
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15     	 Kipindi maalum: Vuna Deile 
18:30	 Jagina
19:00      	 Shamba lulu 
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipima Joto
23:00     	 Jiji letu
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

SATURDAY 8 June
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	

6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu
10:05	 Shika Bamba 5
10:35     	 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15    	  Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50     	 Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50     	 Art and lifestyle
13:20     	 Shamba lulu
13:50    	  Soap rpt: Laws of love 
15:45     	 Igizo: Mizengwe
16:10     	 Igizo: Haikufuma
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:10    	  ITV Top 10 rpt
19:00	 Jungu kuu
19:30	 Shika Bamba	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05    	  Igizo: Haikufuma
21:35    	  Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa Min Jackpot
21:45     	 Art and Lifestyle
22:15	 ITV Top 10
23:00    	  Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:40	 Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    	 Al Jazeera
	
SUNDAY 9 June
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap rpt: Laws of love
11:45	 Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt: 
12:45    	  Mjue zaidi
13:30     	 Usafiri wako
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	 Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Haikufuma
20:00	 Habari
21:05	 Igizo: Mizengwe 
21:20    	  Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa Jackpot
21:40	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15     	 Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    	 Al jazeera

CAPITAL
Wed 05 June

06:00 	 Al jazeera
09:00	  Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 	 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 	 Tomorrow Today rpt

12:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
12:30 	 Our Earth
13:00	 Telenovela In Love With Ramon rpt
14:00	 Capchat
15:00 	 Out& About rpt
15:30 	 Eco@ Africa
16:00	 Bussines Edition Rpt
16:30	 Culinary delight rpt
17:00	 Innovation rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 	 Sports Gazette
19:30	 Chetu ni chetu 
20:00	 Monday Agenda Rpt
20:45	 Telenovela: In Love With Ramon
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Dakika 45: 
22:45 	 The Décor
23:15 	 Al Jazeera

Thurs  06 June
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
09:00 	 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 	 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 	 Spots gazette
12:00 	 Innovation
12:30 	 Culinary 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: In Love With Ramon rpt
14:00 	 Our Earth rpt
14:30 	 DW news Africa rpt
15:00	  Jagina rpt
15:30 	 Mizengwe rpt
16:00	 Tommorrow Today
16:30	 Business edition rpt
17:00	 In good shape
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Out & About Rpt
19;30 	 Eco@Africa 
20:00	  Our Earth Rpt
20:45 	 Telenovela: In Love With Ramon
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Capchat rpt
23:00	 Al Jazeera 

Frid  07 June
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
09:00	  Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 	 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30	  Capchat
12:30 	 Decor
13:00	 Telenovela In Love With Ramon rpt
14:00	 Culinary  rpt
14:30 	 Ripoti Maalum
15:00 	 Dk 45 rpt
16:00	 Dw News Africa rpt 
16:30	 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 	 Rev
19:00 	 Out & About Rpt
20:00	 Aibu Yako
20:15 	 Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45 	 Telenovela: In Love With Ramon
21:30	 Capital Prime News 
22:00	 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Sat 08 June
08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Jagina rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:00	 Out n’about rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 	 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Our Earth rpt
13:00 	 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Aljazeera
14:30 	 Telenovela In Love With Ramon
rpt
17:15	 Eco@Africa
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 	 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Ripoti Maalum
20:30 	 Tommorrow Today
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Capchat Rpt
23:00 	  Al Jazeera
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun  09 June
08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 Dw
12:00	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 	 In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Dw 
15:15 	 Aibu yako
15:30	 Rev rpt 
16:00	  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Mizengwe rpt
17:00	  The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Eco@Africa
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 	 Jagina
20:30 	 Out & About rpt
21:00	 Dw News Africa
21:30	 Capchat live
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: In Love With Ramon  rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera

By Guardian Reporter

IN the wake of shifting global landscapes, Dr. Akinwu-
mi Adesina, President of the African Development Bank 
(AfDB), underscores Africa’s vital role in worldwide dia-
logues, emphasizing the necessity for the continent’s 
active participation at the global table.

Adesina told journalists covering the bank’s annual 
meetings in Nairobi that the Global South is becoming 
much more important and that as a result the global fi-
nancial architecture needs to change.

“The global financial architecture is not addressing 
Africa’s issues nor delivering for Africa. Our voice needs 
to be at the table. The global financial architecture 
needs to be creating fairness, equality, justice, represen-
tation and inclusiveness.”

Adesina welcomed the International Monetary 
Fund’s decision to create a third seat for Africa on its 
Board, and the inclusion of South Africa and the African 
Union in the G20, adding that he thought there should 
be a second seat for Nigeria in the G20. He stressed, 
however, that collaboration was key:

“Africa is coming of age on the strength of south-
south cooperation, but I don’t see the world in a divi-
sive manner. We should be looking at our ability to pool 
our energies and harness all our diversity for the good 
of the world. All our development banks cooperate and 
now there isn’t a single project in Africa that we can’t 
finance – not one”.

He said that he believed strongly in Africa’s future:
“I’m an African. We have the potential to be great as 

a continent…We have 477 million people under the age 
of 25. Africa will be the workshop of the world and is 
full of entrepreneurs and young people able to take op-
portunities”.

He said that Africa’s agricultural potential, with 65 
percent of the world’s uncultivated arable land, will de-
termine the future of the world’s food supply and will 
make the continent globally competitive.

The Bank is investing heavily in agriculture and cited 
the Bank’s work in Ethiopia where it has given heat tol-
erant wheat varieties to local farmers. 5,000 hectares 

were planted, that has now grown to 2 
million hectares and as a result Ethiopia 
is now self-sufficient in wheat production 
and starting to export.

“If we can do that for Ethiopia”, says Dr 
Adesina, “we can do it anywhere”.

Combatting climate change is a key 
theme at the Annual Meetings as Africa 
experiences extreme weather patterns 
bringing devastating floods in Kenya and 
Mozambique and droughts in Tanzania, 
Malawi and Zimbabwe which declared a 

national emergency as the drought grew 
in intensity and scale.

Adesina said he was humbled that the 
Bank was meeting against this backdrop 
of floods that recently devastated parts of 
Kenya and conveyed his sympathy to the 

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, Dodoma

THE Tanzania Agricultural Research Institute (TARI) 
is implementing strategies to help boost the perfor-
mance of the agroforest sub-sector, being concerted 
efforts to spur the country’s environmental status.

The initiative majors on research and production 
of improved seeds for the agroforest tree varieties, in-
novation of useful farming implements, as well as soil 
health.

Some of the tree seeds in question include the leu-
cena pallida, moringa oleifera, mucuna pruriens and 
local mkongo and amla for germplasm collection to 
mention few.

Mshaghuley Ishika, the National Coordinator for 
Technology Dissemination and Partnership at TARI 
said the agroforest trees being produced are environ-
mentally friendly.

“The tree varieties we’re producing are embracing 
numerous potentials because they cater for medici-
nal use, human food and animal feeds, as well as for 
timber production and also prevent soil erosion and 
improve soil nutrients,” she unveiled.

She added, apart from researching and hatch-
ing the useful agroforest varieties, TARI also impart 
farmers with key knowledge on agroforestry farming 
recommended practices for food security as well as 
household cash income.

“The vision is to cement efforts by the government 
to curtail severe effects of climate change through 
supplying the farmers with crop resilient improved 
seeds which are intercropped with environmental- 
friendly trees” Ishika revealed.

To ensure effective coordination of the sector, she 
unveiled that the institute has earmarked two of its 
17 centers to specialize on research of agroforest and 
soil health.

“Our Tabora-based center of TARI Tumbi is spe-
cific for the agroforest research whilst TARI Mlingano 
based at Tanga region  is dealing with soil health re-
search,” as expressed.

Dwelling on relevant technologies, she said the Insti-
tute has so far started disseminating  the simple seed 
planter machinery named RAFIKIi Planter.

“The machine which uses only one litre  petrol has 
been designed to facilitate planting of cotton, sunflower 
and maize.

“This farm machine is a fast - operating machine 
which uses only 45 minutes to maximum one hour 
to plant one acre and uses a single operator com-
pared to the formal methods whereby more than 10 
farmers used to spend a day- long time to plant the 
same acreage,” she detailed.

Rice nursery sheet, known in Swahili as ‘Kitalu 
Mkeka’ is the other recently invented technology 
for rice planting which have successful cropped up 
through the institute rolling out for curtailing cli-
mate effects towards the rice growing sub- sector.

“The other technology Systems of Rice Intensifica-
tion (SRI), water - effective practice which consumes 
few seeds, but with high production and productiv-
ity “Ishika added.

In curtailing soil degradation, she said the insti-
tute is working to impart the farmers’ best knowl-
edge on how to create the tied ridges.

“And to further assist the farmers, we have devel-
oped the special ringer and ripper machines, with 
use of the facilities farmers are now masterminding 
tied ridge making;” she observed.

TARI implement programme to 
bolster agroforest, environment

Several heads of state attended the opening ceremony of the AfDB annual meeting in Nairobi, Kenya. Courtesy of AfDB

families of people who lost their 
lives.

Adesina says that Africa will drive 
the global agenda for renewable 
energy, employing solar power to 
fuel future energy needs. By 2030 
the African Development Bank in 
collaboration with the World Bank 
will connect 300 million Africans to 
electricity.

Already the Bank’s new deal 
for Africa has increased access to 
power from 37 percent of Africans 
to 52 percent, while it’s $20 billion 
Desert to Power project in the Sahel 
will generate 10,000 Megawatts of 
power, bringing electricity to 250 
million people.

“Electricity is the life blood of eco-
nomic development” says Dr Adesi-
na, “it enables digital infrastructure, 
rail and transport corridors like the 
Lobito Corridor between Angola, 
Zambia and the DRC, and the Lagos 
to Abidjan highway”.

Adesina said infrastructure like 
this supported the Banks High 5” 
objectives to integrate Africa and 
industrialise Africa. He said he was 
proud that the two strategic objec-
tives along with the other three 
High 5s - to “power Africa, feed Af-
rica and improve the quality of life 
for the people of Africa “- had trans-
formed the lives of 400 million Af-
ricans since he introduced them in 
2016:

“If we will keep doing these High 
5s Africa will achieve 90 percent 
of its UN Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs)and 90 percent of AU’s 
Agenda 63 goals. I’ll work to the last 
second to achieve this”.
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BEIJING

China’s Minister of Commerce 
Wang Wentao said that Europe’s 
anti-subsidy investigation into 
China’s electric vehicles (EVs) on 
the grounds of “excessive indus-
trial capacity” is typical trade pro-
tectionism. Furthermore, China 
hopes the two sides will address 
each other’s concerns through 
dialogue and communication.

Noting that the so-called exces-
sive industrial capacity was mis-
placed, Wang said that it was not 
industrial production capacity 
that was excessive, but anxiety. 
He also noted that the accusation 
of market distortion against China 
was a result of a “distorted mental-
ity.” 

According to the Ministry of 
Commerce, Wang made the re-
marks on Monday during the 29th 
meeting of the China-Spain Joint 
Economic and Industrial Cooper-
ation Committee held in Madrid, 
which he co-chaired with Spanish 
Minister for Economy, Commerce 
and Business Carlos Cuerpo.

During the meeting, the two 
sides exchanged in-depth views 
on matters including the promo-

tion of high-quality development in bi-
lateral economic and trade relations, the 
EU’s anti-subsidy investigation of Chi-
nese EVs, facilitating bilateral personnel 
exchanges, government procurement, 
and market access for agricultural and 
food products, among others.

Wang said that China will work with 
Spain to continue to enhance the level 
of trade between the two countries, pro-
mote two-way investments, strengthen 
cooperation among small and medium-
sized enterprises and third-party market 
cooperation, and expand areas of coop-
eration for win-win results.

He expressed the hope that Spain will 
play a positive role in persuading the EU 
to remain rational and open in the field 
of green and new-energy industry.

Cuerpo said that Spain attaches great 
importance to its economic and trade re-
lations with China, and is willing to con-
tinue to deepen the strategic partnership 
between the two countries, maintain 
dialogue and cooperation with China, 
promote the balanced development of 
economic and trade cooperation, and 
promote the exploration of more co-
operation opportunities by enterprises 
from the two countries in areas such as 
automobiles, renewable energy, industri-
al machine tools and medical equipment.

			   Xinhua

JOHANNESBURG 

 South Africa was on 
tenterhooks on Monday for 
the African National Con-
gress to signal whom it will 
choose as a partner to gov-
ern the nation after it lost its 
majority in last week’s elec-
tion for the first time in 30 
years of democracy.

The ANC had comfortably 
won every previous election 
since the end of apartheid 
in 1994 but this time voters 
weary of joblessness, in-
equality and rolling power 
blackouts gave it just 40.2 
percent of the vote, down 
from 57.5 percent five years 
ago.

Its vote share was still 
the largest of any party but 
was not enough for the ANC 
to govern alone, thrusting 
South Africa into unknown 
political territory.

“This moment in our 
country calls for respon-
sible leadership and con-
structive engagement,” said 
President Cyril Ramaphosa 
in a weekly newsletter pub-
lished on Monday. 

The ANC’s potential part-
ners are diametrically op-
posed, ranging from the 
free-marketeer Democratic 
Alliance (DA) to uMkhonto 
we Sizwe (MK) and the Eco-
nomic Freedom Fighters 
(EFF), parties that advocate 
nationalizing mines and 
banks and redistributing 
land.

“We would work with any-
one who wants to work with 
us but not with a cap in the 
hand,” ANC secretary-gen-
eral Fikile Mbalula said late 
on Sunday after the official 
results were announced.

With the future direction 
of government policy at 
stake, a working commit-
tee of 27 ANC officials was 
scheduled to meet on Tues-
day to prepare a presenta-
tion on the party’s options 
to be delivered to the Na-
tional Executive Committee 
on Wednesday.

The meetings were earlier 
scheduled for Monday and 
Tuesday, respectively.

“It’s a rescheduling,” ANC 
spokesperson Mahlengi 
Bhengu-Motsiri told Reu-
ters, refuting a local media 
report that the meetings 
were postponed due to in-
ternal conflict and adding 
“how can you have disagree-
ments when they haven’t 
even met yet?”.

The DA and the smaller, 
socially conservative Inka-
tha Freedom Party (IFP) 
have both announced they 
had set up negotiating 
teams to engage with other 
parties. Both are part of an 
alliance of parties formed 
before the election.

“The people of South Africa spoke 
loud and clear that political parties 
must find each other and constitute 
a government on their behalf as they 
did not give a full mandate to one po-
litical party,” said IFP leader Velenko-
sini Hlabisa. 

The DA came second in the elec-
tion with 21.8 percent of the vote, 
while MK, which is led by former 
president Jacob Zuma, got 14.6 per-
cent. The EFF received 9.5 percent 
and the IFP 3.9 percent.

Under the constitution, the newly 
elected parliament must convene 
within two weeks of the results be-
ing declared, and one of its first acts 
must be to choose the nation’s next 
president.

So far, ANC officials who have spo-
ken in public have rallied around 
Ramaphosa but he may nevertheless 
come under pressure, whether from 
an internal challenge or from other 
parties refusing to work with him. 

Tough talks ahead
“It is going to be very difficult coa-

lition negotiations, even more so for 
the ANC because of its internal con-
tradictions,” said Zwelinzima Ndevu, 
director of the School of Public Lead-
ership at Stellenbosch University.

Political analyst Ralph Mathekga 
said the DA was likely to push the 
ANC hard on making a strong com-
mitment to root out corruption in 
party ranks, which could trigger 
resistance from some ANC figures 
he described as “heavily compro-
mised”.

“It’s going to be a question as to 
whether the ANC signs up for anti-
corruption or not,” he said.

Despite that potential hurdle, 
some analysts said a deal between 
the ANC and the DA looked like the 
likeliest outcome because the DA 
had a positive record in government 
at the provincial level, in Western 
Cape where the major tourist city of 
Cape Town is located. 

“I’m tending intuitively to think 
the DA has got slightly better odds 
than the EFF at this stage,” said Su-
san Booysen, director of research at 
the Mapungubwe Institute for Strate-
gic Reflection.

Financial markets, which favor the 
DA over either the EFF or MK due 
to its pro-business policy stance, ap-
peared to be taking a similar view. 
South Africa’s rand, stocks and gov-
ernment bonds made up some of 

The Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) carries for-
ward the spirit of good-neigh-
borliness, and advances equal-
ity, mutual learning, dialogue 
and inclusiveness between 
civilizations.

It calls for peaceful coexist-
ence and harmonious develop-
ment of different civilizations, 
and expands people-to-people 
and cultural cooperation. It 
has enhanced the popular sup-
port for state-to-state relations. 

In recent years, the SCO 
has built sound platforms for 
youth exchanges to deepen 
mutual understanding among 
the younger generation and 
bring them closer together. 
The development of the SCO 
is highlighted by the con-
stantly strengthened friendly 
exchanges among the youth of 
SCO member states.

Ilya Kryzhevich, a journalist 
with Belarus Today, has been 
reporting on the Chinese econ-
omy for nine years. He told 

People’s Daily that he goes to 
the Great Stone China-Belarus 
Industrial Park, a landmark 
Belt and Road cooperation 
project, for interviews almost 
every month.

“Drastic changes are taking 
place there. We sometimes 
joke that you’ll never enter the 
same China-Belarus Industrial 
Park twice,” Ilya Kryzhevich 
said.

He noted that young people 
in Belarus have benefited very 
much from the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI). “Many innova-
tive enterprises in the medi-
cal industry from China have 
entered the Belarusian market, 
providing immense job oppor-
tunities for young Belarusians. 
Besides, many young people 
in Belarus have established in-
novative sci-tech firms in the 
industrial park,” he added.

Connectivity is key to Belt 

and Road cooperation. Islom 
Okhunov, head of the Division 
for the Development of Inter-
national Cooperation and Rat-
ings of the Ministry of Youth 
Policy and Sports of Uzbeki-
stan, said that the construc-
tion of the highway network 
among Central Asian countries 
has made constant progress 
thanks to the development of 
the Silk Road Economic Belt, 
turning Uzbekistan from a 
landlocked country to a land-
linked one. 

“This has connected my 
hometown to the sea and 
ports. I’m looking forward 
to the early operation of the 
China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan 
railway,” he told People’s Daily.

From the release of the 
Declaration of the SCO Youth 
Council to the establishment 
of an SCO exchange base for 
young entrepreneurs, and 

from hosting the SCO Youth 
Campus to the solid progress 
made by the China-Russia 
Youth Entrepreneurship In-
cubator, the SCO is advancing 
youth development in an or-
derly manner.

Last year, an SCO forum on 
youth development was host-
ed at the Qingdao SCODA Pearl 
International Expo Center 
in the China-SCO Local Eco-
nomic and Trade Cooperation 
Demonstration Area (SCODA), 
east China’s Shandong prov-
ince, where youth representa-
tives from SCO member states 
shared the experience and 
cases of youth development 
in their respective countries, 
renewing friendship and seek-
ing for a better future through 
a collision of ideas.　

Nikolai Zhdanov, a youth 
representative from Russia, 
has been involved in the youth 

work of the SCO since 2020. He 
believes that youth develop-
ment has become an increas-
ingly important topic for SCO 
member states.

“Youth exchanges are vital 
for maintaining good-neigh-
borliness and friendly coop-
eration among SCO member 
states. During this event, I had 
the opportunity to communi-
cate with young people from 
countries such as Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, and 
Uzbekistan, and we agreed 
to launch many bilateral and 
multilateral youth exchange 
programs,” Zhdanov said.

“This is Geely, and that is 
BYD.” On a street in Qingdao, 
Taalaybek Dayirbekov, chair-
man of the Youth Public 
Council of Kyrgyzstan, effort-
lessly named the Chinese car 
brands as new energy vehicles 
(NEVs) passed by. 

“In Bishkek, an increasing 
number of Chinese NEVs are 
running on the streets, which 
helps alleviate air pollution 
and improve the urban en-
vironment. The BRI not only 
brings economic benefits but 
also improves the life qual-
ity for the people in partner 
countries,” Dayirbekov noted.

Jehangir Mushtaq, assistant 
director at the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office of Pakistan, hopes 
that the youth exchanges 
and cooperation among SCO 
member states enable young 
people to better participate in 
public policymaking, access 
quality and equitable edu-
cation, and enhance digital 
skills.

“With over 800 million 
young people living in SCO 
member states, pursuing bet-
ter youth development is cru-
cial for the future of the organi-

zation,” Mushtaq said.
Shapkat Wushur, secretary 

of the Secretariat of the Com-
munist Youth League of China 
(CYLC) Central Committee and 
vice president of the All-China 
Youth Federation said that the 
development of the SCO fully 
demonstrates the guiding role 
of the “Shanghai Spirit” and 
the cohesion of true multilat-
eralism.

In response to development 
challenges, the world is expect-
ing young people to take on 
responsibilities, thus making 
youth development more im-
portant, he added.

He called on countries to fur-
ther build consensus, strength-
en cooperation, innovate 
youth development concepts, 
working methods, and cooper-
ation mechanisms, and jointly 
lead the international agenda 
for youth development, so as 
to foster new growth drivers 
for global development.

	 People’s Daily

SCO strengthening youth development for better future

MOSCOW

 The number of participants at-
tending the conference on the Ukrain-
ian crisis in Switzerland continues to 
shrink as more countries are opening 
their eyes to the hypocrisy of the US 
and EU, Russian State Duma Speaker 
Vyacheslav Volodin wrote on his Tel-
egram channel.

“Resolving the Ukrainian issue is 
impossible without Russia. There are 
fewer and fewer participants coming to 
the conference on the Ukrainian crisis 
in Switzerland. 

More and more countries are be-
coming convinced that Washington 
and Brussels’ policy is based on hypoc-
risy and double standards,” Volodin 
stressed.

Saudi Arabia will not participate 
and earlier, China declined to attend, 
he noted. “Even American allies like 
Australia are lowering the level of their 
participation. 

Instead of the prime minister, the 
minister for the national disability in-
surance scheme will go to Switzerland. 
And there may be a hidden meaning 
behind this. 

There will be at least one mentally 
handicapped person at this meeting 
- [Vladimir] Zelensky. Add here those 
who are going to meet with Zelensky, 
who is nobody today: his authority as 
the head of Ukraine has expired,” the 
Duma speaker added.

“On the one hand, the US and EU are 
trying to drag countries to the confer-
ence in Switzerland, lying about their 
aspirations for a peace settlement, 
while on the other, they give permis-
sion to the Kiev regime to deliver strikes 
with their weapons on Russian soil. 

Meanwhile, the most effective and 
fastest way to end the Ukrainian con-
flict is to stop supplying arms to the 
Nazis in Kiev. Any attempts to dictate 
terms to Russia based on decisions 
made at biased meetings organized by 
Washington and Brussels are doomed 
to fail,” he concluded. 	 Agencies

Resolving Ukrainian 
issue impossible without 
Russia — Duma speaker

Overcapacity narrative reflects 
‘excessive anxiety’, says minister

All eyes on ANC as it discusses who 
to enlist to govern South Africa

UNITED NATIONS

UN peacekeepers are patrolling to 
protect some of the 150,000 displaced 
people fleeing fighting in the eastern 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC), a UN spokesman said on Monday.

The UN peacekeeping mission in the 
DRC, known as MONUSCO, reported 
heavy fighting and a series of clashes 
over the weekend between the M23 
armed group and the Congolese armed 
forces south of Kanyabayonga in North 
Kivu’s Rutshuru territory, said Farhan 
Haq, the deputy spokesman for UN Sec-
retary-General Antonio Guterres. 

“The fighting triggered displacement 
of civilians towards Kayna, Miriki and 
Kirumba, with some reaching Lubero 
and Butembo,” Haq told reporters in a 

regular briefing. “In response, peace-
keepers, in coordination with the Con-
golese armed forces, deployed patrols 
around Kanyabayonga to assist some of 
the 150,000 men, women and children 
displaced in recent days.” 

He said the patrols were providing 
medical care and escorting people to 
safer areas, adding that the mission 
was maintaining its presence there. The 
spokesman said that MONUSCO is moni-
toring the heavy fighting that was also 
reported over the past few days near 
Sake. 

It’s a key crossroads town on National 
Route 2 between Goma in North Kivu, 
on the border with Rwanda, and one of 
the DRC’s significant cities, Kisangani, 
capital of neighboring Tshopo province. 

			   Xinhua

Peacekeepers in East DRC protecting some of 
150,000 persons displaced by fighting: UN

their recent days’ losses linked to 
post-election uncertainty.

Some analysts noted that a 
coalition was not the only pos-
sible outcome. A government of 
national unity bringing in all the 
main parties could not be ruled 
out, although that was seen as 
potentially unstable and prone to 
gridlock.

A minority ANC government, 
possibly with a confidence-and-
supply deal whereby one or more 
other parties would support it on 
key parliamentary votes, was an-
other hypothetical option.

The dark horse in the election 
was MK, the new party led by 
Zuma, but few analysts expected 
an ANC-MK tie-up given the bitter 
acrimony between them.

A divisive figure who remains 
popular in his home province of 
KwaZulu-Natal, Zuma was forced 
to quit as president in 2018 after a 
string of corruption scandals dur-
ing his term in office and has since 
become an implacable enemy of 
Ramaphosa.

MK has said it is considering 
a court challenge to the election 
results despite its strong showing.

Analysts have long feared Zu-
ma’s party may stir up trouble if 
his supporters reject the results. 
They rioted and looted for days 
when he was arrested for con-
tempt of court in 2021. Agencies

South African President Cyril Ramaphosa (center) leaves the National Results 
Operations Center following the formal announcement of the results in South 
Africa’s general elections in Johannesburg, South Africa, June 2, 2024. AP

New York
ndian-American Dr Rekha Bhandari, a New York-based popular gen-

eral physician is amongst five people of Indian origin awarded the Associa-
tion of Indians in America (AIA) award.

The New York chapter of the AIA is one of the oldest national associa-
tions of people of Indian origin in the US. The organization awarded Dr 
Bhandari with the “Excellence in Healthcare Administration” award.

“AIA is one of the oldest organizations representing the India. Ameri-
can community, many of the recipients in the past have been noble laure-
ate’s and it’s my absolute honor and with humility I accept this award,” Dr 
Bhandari told ANI.

The celebrated event brought together people from across the New 
York tri-state area, upstate New York and neighbouring states. The special 
guest of honour for the award ceremony was Senate Major Leader Chuck 
Schumer

Dr Rekha Bhandari is the Chief Medical Officer of MedElite Group, 
Healthcare Innovator and Founder of ‘Infinite Medical Group’ and ‘ReNew 
Wound Care.’

She is also the recipient of the prestigious 2016 Ellis Island Medal of 
Honor, awarded by the National Ethnic Coalition of Organizations (NECO), 
The Ellis Island Medal of Honor was established at the time of NECO’s in-
ception in 1986. 						      ANI

Indian-American physician awarded AIA excellence award

Wang Wentao, minister of commerce, speaks at a press conference on economy for the 
second session of the 14th National People’s Congress (NPC) in Beijing March 6, 2024.  
XINHUA
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ADDIS ABABA

The African Union (AU) on Monday 
warned of the combined effects of escalat-
ing conflicts and unconstitutional govern-
ment changes that threaten the democratic 
foundations and security of African coun-
tries.

The statement was made by Alhaji Sar-
joh Bah, director of conflict management 
within the Political Affairs, Peace and Se-
curity Department of the AU Commission, 
while addressing a continental peace and 
security-themed meeting on Monday at the 
AU headquarters in the Ethiopian capital of 
Addis Ababa. 

“Africa has, unfortunately, witnessed an 
escalation of conflicts in regions such as the 

Horn of Africa, the Sahel, and 
the eastern Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo,” the statement 
quoted Bah  (pictured) as saying.

The director stressed that 
such events “create vacuums 
that are exploited by terrorist 
groups and violent extremists, 
as external actors further desta-
bilize our societies and hinder 
our progress toward sustainable 
peace.”

Bah said the AU, faced with 
the challenges, has provided es-
sential assistance to its conflict-
affected member states in miti-
gating the impacts of conflict 
and instability.

He called for concerted efforts to further 
strengthen continental peace and security 
initiatives, including the strong presence of 
the African Standby Force in responding to 
conflict and emergency situations across 
the continent.

Meanwhile, the director underscored 
the urgent need to address the negative im-
pacts of the current geopolitical tensions, 
which he said have further exacerbated Af-
rica’s peace and security challenges.

“The current global landscape is fraught 
with geopolitical tensions, major power 
rivalries, and a fragmented international 
order. Africa is not immune to these chal-
lenges, as we witness the rise of transna-
tional threats that test the very fabric of our 
security architecture,” said Bah.

AU warns of rise in conflicts, unconstitutional government changes in Africa

MOSCOW

The European Union is 
seeking to impose a security 
dialogue narrative on coun-
tries of the global South in a bid 
to find more weapons for Kiev 
and means of countering Rus-
sia, Russian Foreign Ministry 
Spokeswoman Maria Zakharo-
va said.

“The European Union is 
making efforts to impose secu-
rity and defense dialogue on 
countries of the global major-
ity,” she said in a commentary 
following the Schuman Se-
curity and Defence Forum in 
Brussels.

 “But a priority for the Eu-
ropean Union is not what the 
global majority is interested in 

but rather the ‘Ukrainization’ 
of any international agenda, 
raising weapons for Ukraine, 
investing in the confrontation 
with Russia, China, Iran and 
other independent centers of 
power, as well as producing 
an appearance of supporting 
anti-Russian ultimatums based 
on the inviable ‘Zelensky for-
mula.’”

According to Zakharova, the 
European Union is undergo-
ing cardinal changes having 
turned “from a peaceful eco-
nomic project into a militarist 
association.” “It is secret to no 
one that having lost its political 
independence under Washing-
ton’s pressure, the European 
Union has proclaimed itself 
as a NATO pillar. The current 

consolidation of these US-led 
blocs is geared to try to ensure, 
by all means - from economic 
and political to military ones, 
domination of the West and its 
global oligarchy under the um-
brella of the rule-based world 
order. 

This Western-centric order is 
called to continue maintaining 
the system of the West’s politi-
cal and economic parasitizing 
on the resources and wellbe-
ing of the rest of the world,” she 
stressed.

She drew attention to the fact 
that despite the initial plans to 
hold the ministerial Schuman 
Security and Defense Forums 
every two years, this year’s one 
was organized in the following 
year after the previous one. 

“Notably, 
it can be 
called a 
ministe-
rial fo-
rum only 
conditionally, like last year’s 
one. First, not all of those in-
vited took part. Second, only a 
few countries were represent-
ed at a high level. Nearly half 
of countries found it enough 
to be represented at the level 
of their diplomatic missions in 
Brussels,” Zakharova noted.

Weapon of propaganda
The Russian diplomat noted 

that it was quite illustrative that 
many EU nations did not del-
egate to the forum ministers 
or at least ambassadors to the 

European Union. “Although 
EU foreign and defense minis-
ters were holding a meeting in 
Brussels literally on the same 
days. It means that the EU is 
not ready for a serious discus-
sion of security problems that 
are of concern for countries 
of the global South and East,” 
Zakharova went on to say. This 
is also reveals the European 
Union’s colonial attitude to 
countries of the global major-
ity that are still seen by EU 
leadership as ‘jungle.’”

According to Zakharova, this 
is not the first event that is used 
by the EU as an instrument of 
political manipulation and a 
propaganda weapon against 
its geopolitical rivals. “The add-
ed value of these discussion is 

dubious,” she said. “The par-
ticipation of a US deputy sec-
retary of defense proves that 
Washington continues to seek 
to expand supplies of Ameri-
can weapons to the European 
and global markets. And the 
statement by the Dutch de-
fense minister that the Hague 
will allow Kiev to use US F-16 
fighter jets to deliver strikes on 
‘military targets’ in Russia is yet 
another proof.”

EU’s lost positions
She also drew attention to 

the announced “network of 
defense agreements.” “Like the 
notorious rule-based order, it 
will be built on the principles 
of the West’s superiority and 
ignoring legal interests of those 

who are unwilling to become 
the EU and NATO’s dependent 
partner,” she said. “No surprise 
that due to its egocentric poli-
cy and double standards, the 
European Union is inevitably 
losing both its political posi-
tions in the world and confi-
dence from countries of the 
global majority.”

“EU officials are trying to 
compensate for this by mak-
ing ‘collective photos’ in vari-
ous formats, picturing the 
presence of foreigners at their 
events as an alleged support 
for its approaches. We are con-
vinced that next time there will 
be less of those willing to take 
part in such EU geopolitical 
shows as extras,” Zakharova 
added.  		  Agencies

BEIJING

Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping on 
Monday called on 
the Chinese Acad-
emy of Engineering 
(CAE) to play its role 
as a national strategic sci-tech force and make 
new contributions to the country’s great self-re-
liance and strength in science and technology.

Xi (pictured), also general secretary of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Com-
mittee and chairman of the Central Military 
Commission, made the remarks in a congratu-
latory letter sent to the CAE on the 30th anni-
versary of its founding.

Xi extended warm congratulations and sin-
cere greetings to academicians of the CAE and 
other engineering technology workers on be-
half of the CPC Central Committee.

Xi said that over the past 30 years, the CAE, 
under the strong leadership of the Party, has 
united academicians and engineering technol-
ogy workers to promote the development of 
engineering technology, overcome sci-tech dif-
ficulties and build major national projects and 
equipment, thus making important contribu-
tions to promoting China’s innovation and pro-
gress in engineering technology as well as high-
quality economic and social development.

Xi emphasized that engineering technology 
is an important engine driving the develop-
ment of human society. He expressed the hope 
that the CAE, at a new starting point, will play 
its role as a national strategic sci-tech force, 
lead the innovation of engineering technology, 
accelerate breakthroughs in key and core tech-
nologies, and strengthen its function as a high-
end national think tank.

				    Xinhua

Xi sends congratulatory letter 
on 30th anniversary of Chinese 
Academy of Engineering

EU imposing security dialogue on global South while looking weapons for Kiev — diplomat

Biden, Trump look to TikTok to woo 
voters in US presidential election

WASHINGTON

 “It’s my honor,” said former U.S. President 
Donald Trump on Saturday in the first video post 
of his account on TikTok, a social media platform 
he tried to ban as president on national security 
grounds, amassing 4.6 million followers.

The post, which showed Trump, the Republi-
can Party’s presumptive presidential nominee, 
waving to the audience at an Ultimate Fighting 
Championship game in the U.S. state of New Jer-
sey, has garnered around 73 million views and re-
ceived over 4.7 million likes.Trump has not been a 
fan of TikTok. 

When he was the president, he issued an execu-
tive order in 2020 banning U.S. transactions with 
TikTok and its Chinese parent company ByteD-
ance, citing national security concerns. The order 
was blocked by a federal judge. 

Embroiled in a series of criminal and civil law-
suits at the federal and local levels, he has lately 
tried to distance himself from the ban attempt. 
“There are a lot of people on TikTok that love it. 
There are a lot of young kids on TikTok who will 
go crazy without it,” Trump said in an interview 
with CNBC, adding that without TikTok, you can 
make the “enemy of the people” bigger.

Trump’s emergence on the platform comes as 
the former president’s own social media platform, 
Truth Social, faces new pressure after he was 
found guilty of falsifying business records to influ-
ence the 2016 presidential election, according to a 
National Public Radio report. 

He became the first former president in U.S. 
history convicted of a crime after a jury in New 
York on Thursday found him guilty of all 34 felony 
counts of falsifying business records in a bid to 
hide hush money payment to a porn star in 2016, 
shortly before the presidential election. 

The move by Trump to join TikTok is an effort 
to reach potential voters, especially younger ones, 
in the run-up to the November election, reported 
Politico, a U.S.-based politics-focused digital news-
paper. “The campaign is playing on all fields... Be-
ing able to do outreach on multiple platforms and 
outlets is important and this is just one of many 
ways we’re going to reach out to voters. 

My fellow Indians,
The biggest festival of democ-

racy, the 2024 Lok Sabha Elec-
tions, are concluding today in 
our nation, the Mother of De-
mocracy. After a three-day spir-
itual journey in Kanniyakumari, 
I have just boarded the plane for 
Delhi. Through the day, Kashi 
and numerous other seats have 
been in the midst of voting. 

My mind is filled with so many 
experiences and emotions... I 
feel a boundless flow of energy 
within myself. The 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections are the first in 
the Amrit Kaal. I began my cam-
paign a few months ago from 
Meerut, the land of the First War 
of Independence of 1857. Since 
then, I have traversed across the 
length and breadth of our great 
nation. The final rally of these 
elections took me to Hoshiarpur 
in Punjab, the land of the great 
Gurus and a land associated 
with Sant Ravidas Ji. After that, 
I came to Kanniyakumari, at the 
feet of Maa Bharti. 

It is natural that the fervour of 
the elections was echoing in my 
heart and mind. The multitude 
of faces seen in rallies and road 
shows came in front of my eyes. 
The blessings from our Nari 
Shakti…the trust, the affection, 
all of this was a very humbling 
experience. My eyes were getting 
moist... I entered into a ‘sadhana’ 
(meditative state). And then, the 
heated political debates, the at-
tacks and counter-attacks, the 
voices and words of accusations 
which are so characteristic of 
an election…they all vanished 
into a void. A sense of detach-
ment came to grow within me...
my mind became completely de-
tached from the external world.

Meditation becomes challeng-
ing amidst such huge respon-
sibilities, but the land of Kanni-
yakumari and the inspiration of 
Swami Vivekananda made it ef-
fortless. As a candidate myself, I 
left my campaign in the hands of 
my beloved people of Kashi and 
came here.

I am also grateful God for in-
stilling me with these values 
from birth which I have cher-
ished and tried to live up to. I was 
also thinking about what Swami 
Vivekananda must have expe-
rienced during his meditation 
at this very place in Kanniyaku-
mari! A part of my meditation 
was spent in a similar stream of 
thoughts.

Amidst this detachment, 
amidst the peace and silence, 
my mind was constantly think-
ing about the bright future of 
Bharat, the goals of Bharat. 
The rising sun at Kanniyaku-
mari gave new heights to my 
thoughts, the vastness of the 

ocean expanded my ideas, and 
the expanse of the horizon con-
tinuously made me realize the 
unity, the Oneness, embedded 
in the depths of the universe. It 
seemed as if the observations 
and experiences undertaken in 
the lap of the Himalayas decades 
ago were being revived.

Friends,
Kanniyakumari has always 

been very close to my heart. The 
Vivekananda Rock Memorial in 
Kanniyakumari was built under 
the leadership of Shri Eknath 
Ranade ji. I had the opportunity 
to travel extensively with Eknath 
ji. During the construction of 
this Memorial, I had the oppor-
tunity to spend some time in 
Kanniyakumari as well.

From Kashmir to Kanniyaku-
mari... this is a common iden-
tity that is deeply ingrained in 
the heart of every citizen of the 
country. This is the ‘Shakti Peeth’ 
(seat of Shakti) where Maa Shak-
ti incarnated as Kanya Kumari. 
At this Southern tip, Maa Shakti 
performed penance and waited 
for Bhagwan Shiva, who was 
residing in the Himalayas at the 
northernmost parts of Bharat.

Kanniyakumari is the land of 
confluences. The sacred rivers 
of our country flow into differ-
ent seas, and here, those very 
seas converge. And here, we 
witness another great conflu-
ence—the ideological conflu-
ence of Bharat! Here, we find the 
Vivekananda Rock Memorial, a 
grand statue of Saint Thiruval-
luvar, Gandhi Mandapam, and 
Kamarajar Mani Mandapam. 
These streams of thought from 
these stalwarts converge here 
to form a confluence of national 
thought. This gives rise to great 
inspirations for nation-building. 
This land of Kanniyakumari 
gives an indelible message of 
unity, especially to any person 
who doubts Bharat’s nationhood 
and the sense of unity.

The grand statue of Saint 
Thiruvalluvar in Kanniyaku-
mari seems to be looking at the 
expanse of Maa Bharati from 
the sea. His work Thirukkural is 
one of the crown jewels of the 
beautiful Tamil language. It cov-
ers every aspect of life, inspiring 
us to give our best for ourselves 
and for the nation. It was my 
great fortune to pay my respects 
to such a great figure.

Friends,
Swami Vivekananda once said, 

‘Every nation has a message to 
deliver, a mission to fulfil, a des-
tiny to reach.’ 

For thousands of years, Bharat 
has been moving forward with 
this sense of meaningful pur-

pose. Bharat has been a cradle of 
ideas for thousands of years. We 
have never considered what we 
have acquired as our personal 
wealth or measured it purely by 
economic or material parame-
ters. Therefore, ‘Idam-na-mama’ 
(this is not mine) has become an 
inherent and natural part of the 
character of Bharat. 

Bharat’s welfare benefits our 
planet’s journey to progress as 
well. Take the freedom move-
ment as an example. Bharat 
gained independence on August 
15, 1947. At that time, many coun-
tries around the world were 
under colonial rule. Bharat’s 
independence journey inspired 
and empowered many of those 
countries to achieve their own 
freedom. That same spirit was 
seen decades later when the 
world came face to face with 
the once in a century COVID-19 
pandemic. When concerns were 
raised about the poor and de-
veloping countries, Bharat’s suc-
cessful efforts provided courage 
and assistance to many nations.

Today, Bharat’s governance 
model has become an example 
for many countries around the 
world. Empowering 25 crore 
people to rise above poverty in 
just 10 years is unprecedented. 
Innovative practices such as 
Pro-People Good Governance, 
aspirational districts, and aspira-
tional blocks are being discussed 
globally today. Our efforts, from 
empowering the poor to last-
mile delivery, have inspired the 
world by prioritizing individuals 
standing at the last rung of soci-
ety. Bharat’s Digital India cam-
paign is now an example for the 
entire world, showing how we 
can use technology to empower 
the poor, bring transparency, 
and ensure their rights. Inexpen-
sive data in Bharat is becoming 
a means of social equality by en-
suring the reach of information 
and services to the poor. The 
whole world is witnessing and 

studying the democratization 
of technology, and major global 
institutions are advising many 
countries to adopt elements 
from our model.

Today, Bharat’s progress and 
rise are not just a significant op-
portunity for Bharat alone, but 
also a historic opportunity for 
all our partner countries around 
the world. Since the success of 
the G-20, the world has been in-
creasingly envisioning a bigger 
role for Bharat. Today, Bharat is 
being acknowledged as a strong 
and important voice of the Glob-
al South. The African Union has 
become a part of the G-20 group 
at the initiative of Bharat. This 
is going to be a crucial turning 
point for the future of African 
countries.

Friends,
The development trajectory of 

Bharat fills us with pride and glo-
ry, but at the same time, it also 
reminds the 140 crore citizens of 
their responsibilities. Now, with-
out wasting a single moment, 
we must step forward towards 
greater duties and larger goals. 
We need to dream new dreams, 
convert them into reality and be-
gin living those dreams.

We must see Bharat’s devel-
opment in a global context, 
and for this, it is essential that 
we understand Bharat’s inter-
nal capabilities. We must ac-
knowledge Bharat’s strengths, 
nurture them, and utilize them 
for the benefit of the world. In 
today’s global scenario, Bharat’s 
strength as a youthful nation is 
an opportunity from which we 
must not look back.

The world of the 21st century 
is looking towards Bharat with 
many hopes. And we will need 
to make several changes to move 
forward in the global scenario. 
We also need to change our tra-
ditional thinking regarding re-
form. Bharat cannot limit reform 
to just economic reforms. We 
must move forward in every as-
pect of life towards the direction 
of reform. Our reforms should 
also align with the aspirations of 
a ‘Viksit Bharat’ (developed In-
dia) by 2047.

We must also understand that 
reform can never be a unidimen-
sional process for any country. 
Therefore, I have laid out the 
vision of reform, perform, and 
transform for the country. The 
responsibility of reform lies 
with leadership. Based on that, 
our bureaucracy performs, and 
when the people join in with 
the spirit of Jan Bhagidari, we 
witness a transformation taking 
place.

We must make excellence the 

fundamental principle to make 
our country a ‘Viksit Bharat’. We 
need to work quickly in all four 
directions: Speed, Scale, Scope, 
and Standards. Alongside manu-
facturing, we must also focus on 
quality and adhere to the man-
tra of ‘zero defect-zero effect’.

Friends,
We should take pride in every 

moment that God has blessed us 
with birth in the land of Bharat. 
God has chosen us to serve 
Bharat and fulfil our role in our 
country’s journey towards excel-
lence.

We must redefine our heritage 
in a modern way while embrac-
ing ancient values in a modern 
context.

As a nation, we also need to re-
assess outdated thinking and be-
liefs. We need to free our society 
from the pressure of profession-
al pessimists. We must remem-
ber that freedom from negativity 
is the first step towards achiev-
ing success. Success blossoms in 
the lap of positivity.

My faith, devotion, and belief 
in the infinite and eternal power 
of Bharat are growing day by day. 
Over the past 10 years, I have 
seen this capability of Bharat 
grow even more and have expe-
rienced it firsthand.

Just as we utilized the fourth 
and fifth decades of the 20th 
century to impart a new mo-
mentum to the freedom move-
ment, we must lay the founda-
tion for a ‘Viksit Bharat’ in these 
25 years of the 21st century. The 
freedom struggle was a time that 
called for great sacrifices. The 
present times call for great and 
sustained contributions from 
everyone.

Swami Vivekananda had said 
in 1897 that we must dedicate 
the next 50 years solely for the 
nation. Exactly 50 years after 
this call, Bharat gained inde-
pendence in 1947.

Today, we have the same gold-
en opportunity. Let’s dedicate 
the next 25 years solely for the 
nation. Our efforts will create a 
strong foundation for the com-
ing generations and the coming 
centuries, taking Bharat to new 
heights. Looking at the energy 
and enthusiasm of the coun-
try, I can say that the goal is not 
far away now. Let us take swift 
steps...let us come together and 
create a Viksit Bharat.

 These thoughts were penned 
by PM Modi (pictured) on 1st 
June between 4:15 PM and 7 
PM during his return flight 
from Kanniyakumari to Delhi.

New Sankalps from the Sadhana in Kanniyakumari
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By Correspondent Cheji Bakari, Tanga

TANZANIA Football Federation 
(TFF) has been urged to, through the 
federation’s technical committee, 
appoint scouts who will be tasked with 
going to all parts of the country to 
explore hidden soccer talents. 

Elisha John Semti, the former African 
Sports defender, issued the appeal in 
Tanga recently.

According to Semti, the federation 
has lately been struggling to assemble 
competent players for national teams 
that will successfully qualify for various 
CAF and FIFA tournaments.

The former African Sports defender 
explained that domestic soccer 
stakeholders should take a leaf from 
the just-ended CAF African Schools 
Football Championship (ASFC)’s book.

The second edition of the annual 
continental showpiece, which aims 
at promoting soccer talents from the 

Former African Sports 
defender counsels TFF

DALLAS

JASON Kidd isn’t big on personal 
vindication.

Leading the Dallas Mavericks to the NBA 
Finals as their coach 13 years after he was 
the point guard on the franchise’s only 
championship team means more to Kidd 
than proving he was right about Luka 
Doncic and Kyrie Irving needing time to 
grow into a title-seeking tandem.

There’s part of the 51-year-old, 
a Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame player, 
who believes he doesn’t have much to 
prove at all.

“I know how to win,” Kidd said. “Done 
that since elementary school, to the 
highest level. I’ve won gold medals. I’ve 
won championships. And I’ve won a 
championship as a coach, assistant coach. 
Now I get the opportunity to do it as a head 
coach.”

When the Mavericks tip off at the Boston 
Celtics in Game 1 on Thursday night, they’ll 
be three months removed from a 1-6 slide 
that once again had pundits questioning 
how much longer Kidd would be the coach 
in Dallas.

The Mavs will be almost 14 months 
removed from Kidd dealing with questions 
about his job security and the club’s curious 
decision to quit with two games left, still 
with a chance to make the postseason.

The Doncic-Irving pairing had faltered 
in the two months after the blockbuster 
trade that brought Irving from Brooklyn in 
2023. Never mind that just a year earlier, 
Kidd’s coaching debut in Dallas ended 
with Doncic’s first trip to the Western 
Conference finals.

“You have to go through some failures 
I suppose to really believe it’s going to 
work,” said Kidd, whose title as an assistant 
came with the Los Angeles Lakers in the 
2020 playoff bubble. “We weren’t very 
good. But it’s OK. As much as people feel 
like they should be traded or fired because 
of failures, it’s sometimes sad. We had to go 
through it.”

Now, Kidd will try become the eighth 
person to win a title as a player and coach 
for the same franchise. Seven more have 
done both with different franchises.

Kidd did it by giving the mix of perennial 
All-Stars Irving and Doncic time to 
marinate, and persuading the offensive 
wizards to play defense.

“He understands me and Kyrie’s role 
because he’s been in that role,” Doncic 
said of the two-time Olympic gold medal 
winner. “So he helps us a lot. But everybody. 
He kept everybody together. We were down 
a lot, especially during the season. It was 
ups and downs all the time, but he kept us 
together.”

Kidd and his staff pivoted with the 
midseason trades for P.J. Washington, a 
3-and-D wing, and Daniel Gafford, a pick-
and-rolling rim protector to add depth at 
center with rookie Dereck Lively II.

A team that started the season with Kidd’s 
mantra of “our offense is our defense” 
morphed into a defense-first group similar 
to his first season in 2021-22.

Here’s the bottom line.

In the 10 seasons from the 2011 
championship to Kidd’s arrival as coach, 
the Mavs didn’t win a playoff series. They’ve 
won five in his three seasons, losing to 
Golden State in the West finals two years 
ago.

“It doesn’t happen a lot you go from the 
lottery to the finals,” Kidd said, referring 
to the draft pick the Mavs preserved — and 
turned into Lively — by tanking at the end 
of 2022-23. “But we truly believed that we 
had the pieces. Sometimes you take a step 
back to view what you have.”

Even after the Mavs felt they had found 
the right mix, the 1-6 slide came after a 
seven-game winning streak. They were 
six games over .500 and flirting with the 
play-in tournament, which would have 
put Dallas at risk of missing consecutive 
playoffs after such a promising start under 
Kidd.

A 16-2 stretch followed, vaulting the 
Mavericks to fifth in the West. Now they’ve 
won three series without home-court 
advantage and will try to do it again. 
Houston, at No. 6 in 1995, is the only lower 
seed to win a championship.

“I think at one of the points in the season, 
everyone thought the world was coming to 
an end,” Kidd said. “But we kept coming to 
work. We were positive and things kind of 
turned around for the better. I think that’s 
just who we are. It’s just about trust, about 
working and having fun at the same time.”

The Mavericks are a reflection of their 
coach, stoic in the face of the criticism and 
questions a year ago, with maybe a little 
vitriol sprinkled in when there’s a feeling 
of, “That’s enough.”

Kidd has long preached it’s OK to fail, 
which left an impression on Lively as the 
20-year-old quickly blossomed into an 
impact player the club wasn’t necessarily 
expecting this soon.

“He’s putting me in positions where he’s 
expecting me to fail, and even if I fail, he’s 
going to leave me in there to learn,” Lively 
said. “He’s walking into the locker room 
and then asking, what do we think? Being 
able to have a coach like that who’s going to 
make the players speak, make the players 
talk to one another and then say what he 
thinks, is an amazing process.”

Kidd dropped an expletive on a reporter 
last year when asked about the vote of 
confidence he got from then-owner Mark 
Cuban as the season fizzled at the finish, 
essentially saying those questions weren’t 
being asked during the 2022 West finals 
run.

A 10-time All-Star who is second in career 
assists behind John Stockton, Kidd looks 
back on that chaos with a shrug.

“You guys ask all the tough questions. 
These are tough questions,” Kidd said. 
“You guys are doing your job. As the head 
coach of the Mavericks, I’m doing my job. 
They were tough questions last year, tough 
questions that will come from this series. I 
will give you the answer. Some may like it. 
Some may not.”

Either way, Kidd has a contract extension. 
He got that just after the first of his three 
series victories this spring.

				    AP
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Jason Kidd passes on vindication 
as he leads Mavs to NBA Finals 

grassroots, took place at the New 
Amaan Complex in Zanzibar.

“Tanzania has a lot of talents but 
who should explore them? CAF has 
brought the program to our country 
because we not only have good sports 
facilities but also are supposed to learn 
something exceptional by improving 
the talents we have in our schools,” the 
former footballer revealed.

Semti pointed out: “The Ministry of 
Education and Vocational Training 
put sports tournaments’ programs in 
our education curricula, which means 
sports competitions are starting from 
primary schools to universities, but the 
participating players end up receiving 
trophies and other awards, there 
is hardly a plan for identifying and 
developing such players.”

He further said that if the TFF technical 
committee closely collaborates with 
the schools’ administrations and has a 
better system for monitoring players, 

Tanzania will have a lot of talented 
players that will make it easy for gaffers 
to select players for national teams. 

“If the scouts will be active, such a 
move would help to address difficulties 
that national teams’ coaches 
experience in selecting players because 
there will be a database of talents from 
junior to senior level in both women’s 
and men’s categories,” he said.

He added that firing national team 
coaches is not happening because of 
the tacticians’ lack of qualifications, 
instead, the problem lies in domestic 
soccer authorities.

“Just go to watch local soccer leagues 
in the areas we live, there are a lot of 
talented players who would become 
good players if they were selected and 
given special programs,” Semti noted.

The former defender said: “However, 
our football authorities are busy 
thinking of firing coaches once the 
national teams have done poorly.”

Vijana basketball team coach Colimel Msuya (with the ball) gives instructions to his players during a training session at the Jakaya Kikwete 
grounds in Dar es Salaam over the weekend. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

SINGIDA Fountain Gate FC 
have identified the need for 
recruiting a new head coach 
who will, in cooperation with 
the leadership, develop a 
competitive squad ahead of the 
next season.

The move was reached after 
the now Mwanza-based side had 
reviewed its participation in the 
just-ended 2023/24 season.

In the 2023/24 season, Singida 
Fountain Gate FC was under the 
tutelage of several coaches on 
both permanent and interim 
bases, and, by the end of the 
season, the number totaled 
seven.

In the first phase of the 
Premier League season, Singida 
Fountain Gate FC parted ways 
with three coaches, namely 
Netherlands national Hans van 
der Pluijm, German coach Ernst 
Middendorp, and Brazilian 
coach Ricardo Ferreira.

South African Thabo 
Senong, domestic coaches 
Jamhuri Kihwelo and Ngawina 
Ngawina, as well as technical 
director, Burundian Ramadhan 
Nsanzurwimo, all led the team at 
different times.

In his first season as the interim 
head coach in top-flight football, 
Ngawina, who led the club to the 
final day of the Premier League, 
had the side ending 11th in the 
league log with 33 points.

Ngawina, the former striker for 
DR Congo’s TP Mazembe, is not 
expected to retain his position 
at the helm of Singida Fountain 
Gate FC’s technical bench as the 
squad is expected to hire a new 
head coach.

The club is on the verge of 
losing left fullback Nickson 
Kibabage, now on loan at Yanga, 
to the Jangwani Street-based 
club, with talks between the two 
clubs to seal a permanent move 
now in progress.

Singida Fountain Gate FC 
have, for that matter, begun 
searching for the left fullback’s 
replacement.

Apart from Kibabage, 
midfielder Yusuph Kagoma is 
on his way out to Yanga, as the 
Premier League champions 
attempt to bolster the midfield. 

Kagoma is set to play alongside 
Ugandan Khalid Aucho in 
defensive midfield.

Singida Fountain Gate FC’s 
president Japheth Makau said 
the outfit will review the season 
through the interim head coach’s 
report and decide on the players’ 
recruitment and hiring a new 
head coach to fight for a top-four 
finish next season.

The club’s top leader remarked 
that after receiving the end-of-
the-season report, the outfit’s 
next step is to build the team 
with the new head coach as well 
as identify his needs.

“We would not like to, next 
season, see a repeat of what 
happened in our technical 
bench this season, we want 
concentration on our coaches 
and players to build a strong 
team, our search is underway,” 
Makau pointed out.

“Finishing 11th in the league 
log is not good for our club 
compared to last season, which 
saw us end fourth in the league,” 
he stated.

“We also lost a lot of key 
players in our team in the just-

Singida Fountain Gate FC aim for 
solidarity on technical bench

Dallas Mavericks head coach Jason Kidd shouts instructions to his players during the first half of Game 5 
of the Western Conference finals in the NBA basketball playoffs against the Minnesota Timberwolves on 
Thursday, May 30, 2924, in Minneapolis. AP Photo

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona 

THE Zanzibar Sparks U-14 girls’ team will be awarded 
at the FARAFA Sports Awards slated for Saturday in the 
Isles.

The FARAFA are renowned for coordinating sports 
awards in Zanzibar and the Saturday event will be held 
at the Michenzani Mall Hall, Zanzibar.

Petra Karume, the executive director and co-founder 
of Women Empowerment Zanzibar (WEZA), said 
the team’s striker Riziki Sharif Hija will be awarded a 
Charity Award on behalf of her team during the event. 

She said the awards will be presented by the guest 
of honour, Minister of Blue Economy and Fisheries, 
Shaaban Ali Othman, and they are a recognition of the 
team’s significant efforts in promoting inclusivity and 
valuing the abilities of all girls through sports.

  “The Zanzibar Sparks team exemplifies the true 
spirit of inclusivity, welcoming every girl, regardless 
of ability or background. Their diverse roster includes 
girls with hearing impairments and albinism, reflecting 
their commitment to embracing all abilities,” she said.

The Sparks team was established in 2023 with 
support from the local NGO Women Empowerment 
Zanzibar (WEZA) and the Twende Olympics 2024 
project. Since then the team has made remarkable 
strides. 

The project, launched by the French Embassy in 
Tanzania in 2023, aims to support sports practice in 
Tanzania and promote the Olympic and Paralympic 
Games in Paris 2024.

Last month, Zanzibar Sparks embarked on an 
inspiring journey to France to compete in the 
Mondial Pupilles, one of the world’s most prestigious 
international youth football tournaments. 

The tournament has seen players like Thierry 
Henry and Dimitri Payet on their path to becoming 
professional footballers.

“For the 26 girls in the team, football represents hope 
and a shared dream that remains out of reach for many 
girls in Zanzibar. Cultural norms and deeply ingrained 
gender stereotypes pose significant obstacles to girls 
aspiring to play football. 

“The Zanzibar Sparks team continues to break down 
these barriers, proving that the football field is a place 
for every girl to thrive,” said Karume.

Zanzibar Sparks U-14 
girls to be honored at 
Farafa Sports Awards
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 Gwiji by David Chikoko

France, England lead the contenders as Germany hosts Euro 2024
LONDON

EURO 2024, beginning in Germany 
on June 14, is a mouth-watering pros-
pect, as France and England lead the 
heavyweight contenders for a tourna-
ment which will be played out in some 
of the continent’s finest stadiums 
across a football-mad nation.

The setting for the month-long 
competition is important, given the 
underwhelming nature of the last Eu-
ros three years ago, held all over the 
continent rather than in one country, 
and played before limited crowds dur-
ing the Covid pandemic.

This time all fans will descend on 
10 stadiums in Germany, many with 
memories of the unforgettable sum-
mer of 2006 when the country last 
staged a major tournament.

The hope is this competition will be 
just as memorable, and for the right 
reasons, despite security concerns in 
a tense global climate and complaints 
about Germany’s creaking rail net-
work.

That 2006 World Cup was won 
by Italy, who come into this European 
Championship as title holders, but it 
also saw Germany emerge again as a 
force to be reckoned with after years 
in the doldrums.

Back then there were question 
marks about the host nation’s chanc-
es, yet they reached the semi-finals.

There are similar doubts this time 
surrounding Julian Nagelsmann’s 
team, given Germany have exited the 
last two World Cups in the group stage 
and lost in the last 16 at the last Euros.

- Host hopes -
However, it would be foolish to talk 

down the three-time European cham-
pions too much given the players at 
their disposal.

“I have the feeling that we can win 
the tournament. And most of the 
time, my intuition is not too bad,” said 
Nagelsmann, whose team play Scot-
land in the opening game in Munich.

There are good reasons why France 
and England are widely seen as the 
favourites to raise aloft the Henri De-
launay trophy at Berlin’s Olympic Sta-
dium on July 14.

France are Europe’s top-ranked 
nation and have been in the last two 
World Cup finals. Their team has 
evolved since Qatar in 2022 but the 
quality at their disposal, beyond  Ky-
lian Mbappe, is fearsome and they are 
eager to win a first European Champi-
onship since 2000.

“Like other nations we have the po-
tential to maybe go all the way, but we 
must not already be thinking about the 

semi-finals or a possible final,” warned 
coach Didier Deschamps.

It is not always the case that every-
thing goes to form. But if it does, and 
France and England top their groups, 
they will be on a collision course to 
meet in the semi-finals at  Borussia 
Dortmund’s Signal Iduna Park.

England carry the burden of never 
having won the Euros. Beaten on 
penalties by Italy in the 2021 final, 
Gareth Southgate’s team lost a nail-
biting quarter-final to France at the 
last World Cup. The two men who 
could give them the edge are  Harry 
Kane and Jude Bellingham.

Kane will be at home in his sur-
roundings having just scored 44 goals 
in his first season for Bayern Munich.

- Ronaldo still going, Georgia debut -
Munich’s Allianz Arena hosts the 

LONDON

AFP Sport picks out five star 
names to look out for at Euro 
2024 in Germany.

*Jude Bellingham (England)
Fresh from helping  Real Ma-

drid  to La Liga and Champions 
League glory in his first season 
in  Spain, Jude Bellingham turns 
his attention to trying to end 
England’s 58-year wait for major 
tournament glory.

The 20-year-old is part of a 
star-studded array of attacking 
talent alongside Harry Kane, Phil 
Foden and Bukayo Saka.

Bellingham played in a deeper 
role at the 2022 World Cup and 
was used sparingly when Eng-
land reached the final at Euro 
2020.

But he has thrived in the more 
advanced position given to him 
by Carlo Ancelotti this season, 
scoring 23 goals, including the 
winners in both La Liga clashes 
against Barcelona in El Clasico.

Victory at the Euros could also 
position Bellingham as the lead-
ing candidate to win this year’s 
Ballon d’Or -- awarded to the 
world’s best player.

*Kylian Mbappe (France)
Speculation over Kylian Mbap-

pe’s future has finally been put to 
bed, with the forward on his way 
to Real Madrid from Paris Saint-
Germain.

The 25-year-old has faced ac-
cusations that he has wasted 
some of his prime years in his 
homeland as PSG still await their 
breakthrough in the Champions 
League.

Instead, Mbappe is a throw-
back to a previous generation, 
making his name as one of the 
world’s best players thanks to his 
exploits at international level.

After becoming the first teen-
ager since Pele to score in a World 
Cup final to help France to vic-
tory in Russia in 2018, he became 
the first player since 1966 to net 
a hat-trick in the World Cup final 
18 months ago. Ultimately, Les 
Bleus lost to  Argentina  on pen-
alties in Qatar.

But Mbappe also has a score to 
settle at the Euros. He missed the 
crucial penalty in France’s shock 
last-16 exit to Switzerland three 
years ago, having failed to score 
in the coronavirus-delayed tour-
nament.

*Florian Wirtz (Germany)
Florian Wirtz carries the 

hopes af the home nation after 
playing a starring role in  Bayer 
Leverkusen’s unbeaten German 
league and cup double.

Germany have suffered a rare 
fallow period, bowing out at the 

group stage of each of the past 
two World Cups and the last 16 at 
Euro 2020.

Wirtz, named the Bundesliga’s 
player of the season, offers hope 
that a new generation can reju-
venate the fortunes of the three-
time European champions under 
Julian Nagelsmann.

Both a goalscoring threat and 
creative hub, Wirtz, 21, netted 18 
goals and provided 20 assists as 
Leverkusen reached the Europa 
League final on top of their do-
mestic dominance.

*Cristiano Ronaldo  (Portu-
gal)

Cristiano Ronaldo continues to 
defy Father Time as he prepares 
to take part in a record sixth Eu-
ros at the age of 39.

Already the all-time top goals-
corer in Euro final tournaments, 
with 14 goals in total, the five-
time Ballon d’Or winner is still 
setting new scoring landmarks 
in Saudi Arabia.

Ronaldo broke the Saudi Pro 
League record with 35 goals in 
his first full season in the Gulf 
to give Portugal coach Roberto 
Martinez a headache heading to 
Germany.

Portugal have been in supreme 
form since the Spaniard took 
charge after the World Cup, win-
ning all 10 of their qualifiers.

However, Martinez must de-
cide whether to trust in Ronal-
do’s eye for goal over a younger, 
more mobile focal point to his at-
tack such as Diogo Jota or Gon-
calo Ramos.

*Rodri (Spain)
Manchester City’s FA Cup final 

loss to  Manchester United  was 
Rodri’s first defeat for club or 
country since March 2023, ex-
cluding penalty shootouts.

In a Spain squad lacking the 
star names of the past, the 27-year-
old is now the standard bearer.

“He’s an unbelievable player. 
He’s the best midfield player in 
the current world by far,” said City 
coach Pep Guardiola, himself a for-
mer midfielder.

“The holding midfielder has to 
think for the rest of the team and 
does not expect the recognition. 
But internally? All team-mates and 
staff, they all know how important 
and decisive he is.”

Rodri’s tenacity out of posses-
sion and poise on the ball will be 
the foundation on which Luis de la 
Fuente can build.

The three-time European cham-
pions will need it as they are in the 
toughest-looking group alongside 
defending champions Italy, World 
Cup semi-finalists  Croatia  and 
Albania.

			   AFP

Five players to watch at Euro 2024

MADRID

REAL Madrid  wrestled the 
Spanish title back from Bar-
celona at a canter this season 
and, after claiming a record 15th 
Champions League, their signing 
of world football’s biggest star 
Kylian Mbappe rubs yet more 
salt in their rivals’ wounds.

Los Blancos’ addition of Mbap-
pe to an already star-studded 
squad is a striking statement of 
intent and could tilt the domes-
tic balance of power even fur-
ther in Madrid’s favour.

Barcelona, grappling with self-
inflicted debilitating financial 
challenges, cannot keep up in 
the arms race with Madrid.

Mbappe arrives for free at the 
end of his Paris Saint-Germain 
contract, but Barcelona would 
not be able to afford the 25-year-
old’s lavish salary or sign-on fee.

Over the past decade Barca 
squandered hundreds of millions 
of euros on failed signings, in-
cluding Philippe Coutinho, Ous-
mane Dembele  and  Antoine 
Griezmann, as well as satisfying 
a sky-high wage bill.

Madrid’s financial muscle is 
showcased by the fact they al-
ready boast Vinicius Junior who 
likes to play in the same area 
on the left side of the attack so 
Mbappe could even be consid-
ered a luxury arrival.

Coach Carlo Ancelotti will 
have to reconfigure his attacking 
set-up, with  Rodrygo  Goes po-
tentially dropping out of the side 
to accommodate Mbappe.

However, Real Madrid presi-
dent Florentino Perez sees 
Mbappe as the final piece of the 
puzzle to go with their complet-
ed Santiago Bernabeu stadium 
refurbishment.

By contrast Barcelona of late 
have contented themselves with 
loan arrivals and out-of-contract 
stars reaching the tail-end of 
their careers and looking for one 
last challenge.

They were unable to adequate-
ly replace veteran defensive mid-
fielder Sergio Busquets last sum-
mer and their defence crumbled.

France captain Mbappe’s mar-
quee arrival and numerous other 
already acquired young stars, 
including England internation-
al Jude Bellingham, can help Ma-
drid dominate La Liga for years 
to come.

Mbappe arrival leaves Barca fearing Madrid domination

In response Barcelona may 
look to hit back by target-
ing Nico Williams from Athletic 
Bilbao  for the left flank of their 
attack.

The Spain international’s 
50 million euro release clause 
makes him a more financially 
feasible option for the cash-
strapped Catalans than other 
players of similar quality.

However, any significant arriv-
als would require Barcelona to 
first offload players to balance 
the books, potentially sacrificing 
some squad depth and balance.

- Brace for impact -
The Catalans are reduced to 

hoping Mbappe’s arrival could 
upset the harmony in Madrid’s 
dressing room, given his super-
star status. Ancelotti may also 
take time to find the best system 

to fit the forward in.
Having committed to giving 

part of their television revenue 
away for the next quarter of a 
century in exchange for heavy 
investment two summers ago, 
Barcelona will need to rely heav-
ily on their La Masia youth acad-
emy.

Various brilliant young players 
including  Lamine Yamal  and 
Pau Cubarsi have emerged re-
cently, giving hope they can con-
tinue to battle Madrid’s millions 
with homegrown talent.

Barcelona have been on the 
sharp end of Mbappe’s explosive 
talent already, with the forward 
netting twice in April to knock 
them out of the Champions 
League in the last eight.

Including a hat-trick in 2021, 
Mbappe has six goals in four 

games against Barcelona.
Other Spanish sides will be 

dreading Mbappe’s impact too.
With Lionel Messi and Cristiano 

Ronaldo’s goalscoring exploits in 
the past, it has been eight years 
since any player has scored 40 
league goals, but Mbappe has the 
capacity.

Opponents will likely sit deep-
er and deeper against Madrid to 
stop Mbappe and Vinicius vapor-
ising them on the counter-attack, 
as they so often did against Bar-
celona in their heyday under Pep 
Guardiola.

Now the Catalans are bracing 
themselves for what Madrid and 
Perez hope will be a similar era 
of glittering success rather than 
another failed Galactico experi-
ment.

			   AFP

By Tom Morgan

REAL Madrid’s website crashed after being bombarded with hits as 
the long-awaited signing of Kylian Mbappe was confirmed.

His official unveiling was redirecting to a page declaring “the system is 
offside” as fans desperately attempted to look up the news.

When the website eventually went back up after a 20-minute wait, 
there was just a 23-word statement from the club saying: “Real Madrid CF 
and Kylian Mbappe have reached an agreement whereby he will be a Real 
Madrid player for the next five seasons.”

The French forward, one of the world’s leading players, has been court-
ed for years by the now 15-time Champions League winners.

Mbappe had signed several improved contracts at Paris Saint-Germain 
but the Spanish club reached an agreement in February with him, and 
have now made the official announcement just two days after their 
Champions League triumph.

Mbappe, 25, will move to Spain when the La Liga transfer window 
opens on July 1. The 2018 World Cup winner  and standout star is PSG’s 
record goal-scorer with 256 goals since he joined them from Monaco on 
an initial loan in 2017. He agreed a deal with Real until 2029, earning €15 
million (£12.8 million) a season, plus a €150 million (£128 million) signing-
on bonus to be paid over five years, and he will keep a percentage of his 
image rights.

Mbappe will line up next season alongside the likes of Ballon 
d’Or contenders Vinicius Jnr  and Jude Bellingham, as well as Brazil 
star  Rodrygo  Goes and fellow new boy Endrick. His new team-mates 
also include Luka Modric, with the Croatian midfielder set to sign a new 
one-year extension with the club.

Mbappe’s official arrival is surprising timing as France are building up 
to the European Championship in Germany this summer. On Monday, he 
was left out by France head coach Thierry Henry’s preliminary 25-man 
squad for the Olympic Games in Paris this summer, presumably due to 
conditions in his contract at Real.

On his Instagram page, Mbappe described the move as “a dream come 
true”, posting pictures of himself as a youngster with Cristiano Ronaldo.

“So happy and proud to join the club of my dream,” he said. “Nobody 
can understand how excited I am right now. Can’t wait to see you, Madri-
distas, and thanks for your unbelievable support. Hala Madrid!”

					     THE TELEGRAPH

Kylian Mbappe gets €150m 
golden handshake at Real Madrid

Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian Mbappe netted twice against Barcelona at Montjuic in the Champions League. 
Agencies

France and England, who clashed at the quarter-finals of the last World Cup, head 
to Germany as the leading contenders to win Euro 2024. Agencies

first semi-final. The other semi-final 
venue was Bellingham’s home ground 
for the three years he spent at Dort-
mund, but he comes to the Euros after 
a fine first campaign at Real Madrid, 
fresh from winning the Champions 
League.

“Are we one of those teams who 
can win? Of course,” said Southgate, 
whose team are in Group C with Den-
mark, Serbia and Slovenia.

“I’d be an idiot if I said no, but if I said 
yes, that doesn’t mean there’s not a lot 
of work ahead of us.”

Absent from the last two World 
Cups, Italy will be in Germany to de-
fend their European crown, despite 
losing twice to England in qualifying.

The Azzurri are in a group 
with  Spain, semi-finalists at the last 
Euros but who have not won a major 
tournament knockout game in 90 
minutes since Euro 2012.

There may be as many as eight re-
alistic potential champions, including 
2016 winners  Portugal, still led by 
Cristiano Ronaldo, even though he is 
now 39.

Belgium and the Netherlands will 
hope to make an impact too, but the 
Euros –- the third edition since ex-
panding to 24 teams –- is richer for the 
presence of less-fancied nations.

Ukraine will be afforded wide-
spread sympathy and have a decent 
team under Serhiy Rebrov.

Albania, under the Brazilian Sylvin-
ho, appear at only their second Euros, 
while Georgia make their debut.

Managed by former France and 
Bayern Munich defender Willy Sa-
gnol, and led by Napoli winger Khvi-
cha Kvaratskhelia, they will be worth 
watching. Their tournament starts on 
June 18 against Turkey in Dortmund.

			   AFP



By Correspondent Seth Mapoli

IN a bid to secure a spot in the 2026 World 
Cup finals, Tanzania’s national football 
team, Taifa Stars, is set to be bolstered by 
key players, including those who are yet to 
join the team’s camp. 

The players, including Novatus Dismas, 
Haji Mnoga, Kibu Denis as well as Simon 
Msuva, and several others from Azam and 
Young Africans who were participating in 
the Federation Cup final last Sunday in Zan-
zibar, are expected now to join the provi-
sional national squad.

These players are among the 34 selected 
by Taifa Stars’ acting head coach, Hemed 
‘Morocco’ Suleiman, for the crucial World 
Cup qualifying match against Zambia next 
week. 

Despite their inclusion in the squad, they 
have yet to report to the national team 
camp, raising questions about their avail-
ability.

Clifford Ndimbo, the Information Officer 
of the Tanzania Football Federation (TFF), 
addressed the situation, explaining that 
each player’s absence from the camp was 
due to valid reasons. 

“Each of the players has a reason for not 
being in the squad at the moment, but they 
all expect to join the Stars on Tuesday,” 
Ndimbo stated. “The players who are not 
visible but have been called are on other du-
ties but will join the team when it returns to 
the country from Indonesia and then heads 
to Zambia for the World Cup qualifier.”

Taifa Stars recently played an internation-
al friendly match against Indonesia, which 
ended in a 0-0 draw. This match was part of 
their preparations for the upcoming World 
Cup qualifying campaign. 

Upon returning from Indonesia, the team 
will immediately shift focus to the high-
stakes encounter against Zambia in Group E 
of the 2026 World Cup qualifiers.

Coach Morocco has been meticulously pre-
paring his squad for the challenge ahead. 
The addition of key players from Simba, 
Azam, and Young Africans is expected to sig-
nificantly enhance the team’s chances. These 
clubs have consistently produced top talent, 
and their players bring valuable experience 
and skill to the national team setup.

The absence of the aforementioned play-
ers has been a point of concern for fans and 
analysts alike. However, Ndimbo assured 
them that their late arrival will not disrupt 
the team’s overall preparations. 

“The timing of their arrival has been 
planned in such a way that they can integrate 
smoothly with the rest of the squad,” he ex-
plained. “We are confident that their partici-
pation in the recent Federation Cup final has 
kept them in top form, and they will be ready 
to contribute fully to the national team.”

As Taifa Stars gear up for the qualifier, the 
focus is on ensuring that the team is well-
prepared both mentally and physically. The 
match against Zambia is crucial, as it could 
determine Tanzania’s chances of making it 
to the World Cup for the first time. 

The team has shown promise in recent 
years, and with the right combination of 
players and strategy, they aim to make his-
tory.

The Tanzanian football community is ea-
gerly awaiting the outcome of this match, 
hopeful that Taifa Stars will rise to the occa-
sion. The inclusion of star players from dif-
ferent top teams is seen as a positive move 
that could tip the scales in Tanzania’s favor.

The journey to the World Cup is never 
easy, but with determination, skill, and the 
support of their fans, Taifa Stars are poised 
to take on the challenge. 

The upcoming match against Zambia is a 
stepping stone, and the team’s performance 
will be closely watched by football enthusi-
asts both locally and internationally.

France, England lead the contenders
as Germany hosts Euro 2024 

Taifa Stars get set for 
Zambia clash as key 
players join camp

TCA set to unveil new junior cricket development programme 

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

YOUNG Africans head coach 
Miguel Gamondi has spoken 
about his future at the club. 

Gamondi strengthened his case 
to stay on as Young Africans boss 
by lifting the Federation Cup on 
Sunday with a penalty shootout 
6-5 win over Azam

However, his current contract 
with Young Africans has expired 
while it is still unknown whether 
he will keep his job.

The Argentine was officially an-
nounced as the new head coach 
of Young Africans during the 
club’s Annual General Meeting 
last year.

He signed a one-year contract 
as a replacement for Nasreddine 
Nabi, who led Young Africans to 
the CAF Confederations Cup final.

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Tanzania Cricket Association (TCA) Chairman Balakrishna Sreekumar speaks during a meeting bringing 
together the association and local cricket clubs in Dar es Salaam last weekend. PHOTO: COURTESY OF 
TANZANIA CRICKET ASSOCIATION
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Gamondi has had a successful cam-
paign in charge of the club. He steered 
Young Africans to a record-extending 
30th league title last month as well as the 
Federation Cup.

He took the Tanzanian giants to the 
quarter-finals of the CAF Champions 
League, where they were eliminated by 
South Africa’s Mamelodi Sundowns via 
penalty shootout.

Gamondi confirmed his future with 
Young Africans remains in the balance 
pending discussion with the club.

“I need to think because my contract is 
ending today. We need to discuss. We will 
sit with the club and president to discuss 
and we will decide the future.

“I think Yanga needs to improve not 
only at the local level but the goal of the 
president and the board is to be at a high-
er level in African competitions.

“Yanga is starting to make a name in 

African competition and I said not only 
Yanga but it is Tanzanian football. I think 
if the league continues improving infra-
structures and competitions, the other 
clubs can grow up for better competi-
tion.

“It is good and beneficial for Tanzanian 
football. I repeat that for Yanga to rise 
above this level next season will be dif-
ficult,” he said.

The 59-year-old was introduced to Afri-
can football back in 2000 as an assistant 
coach at Libyan side Al-Ahly Tripoli be-
fore going to other continental elites like 
CR Belouizdad of Algeria, Wydad Casa-
blanca of Morocco, Esperance and Etoile 
du Sahel both from Tunisia.

Before joining Young Africans, his ma-
jor achievement was in 2008 when he 
guided South Africa’s Platinum Stars to 
the round of 16 stage of the CAF Confed-
eration Cup.

Young Africans Sports Club president Engineer Hersi Said (L) and the team’s head coach Miguel Gamondi holding the trophy after winning the 
Federation Cup final match against Azam at the New Amaan Complex in Zanzibar on Sunday. Photo: Courtesy of YASC

Yanga yet to decide on coach 
Miguel Gamondi’s future

It was further announced that 
the association will host a 
Legends Meet on September 27 
to honour past domestic cricket 
stalwarts

By Guardian Correspondent

TANZANIA’s cricket clubs have 
agreed to scrap the current region-
al junior leagues program in favour 
of developing a new, robust youth 
development system.

Atif Salim, Tanzania Cricket Asso-
ciation (TCA) Information and Me-
dia officer, said the clubs reached 
the agreement at the quarterly 
meeting organized by the associa-
tion in Dar es Salaam last weekend.

It was attended by nearly all 
clubs in Dar es Salaam and was 
led by TCA Chairman Balakrishna 
Sreekumar and the association’s 
vice-chairman Ashish Nagewadia.

The clubs, Salim revealed, also 
concurred that the decisions 
reached by the coach and selec-
tors regarding the selection of play-
ers for national teams at all stages 
should be final and binding.

The meeting also addressed sev-
eral achievements attained by the 
new management and discussed 
the challenges facing the associa-
tion.

The TCA Information and Media 
officer noted that cricket stake-
holders provided valuable input 
and support for the board’s strate-
gies to overcome the drawbacks.

The stakeholders were formally 
introduced to the national men’s 
team head coach, Rivash Gobind, 
with a detailed presentation of his 
credentials and experience.

The national women’s team 
head coach, Arun Yadav, was also 
formally introduced and the new 
jersey designs for both men’s and 
women’s national teams were un-
veiled.

The hosting rights for the ICC 
U-19 World Cup’s Africa Qualifiers 
Division B, to be held in Dar es 
Salaam from July 31, and the ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup Sub Regional 
qualifiers slated for September 
were announced.

Salim said for the first time TCA 
quarterly accounts from January 
to April 2024 were shared with the 
stakeholders.

It was further announced that 
the association will host a Legends 
Meet on September 27 to honour 
past domestic cricket stalwarts.

The TCA board, according to Sa-
lim, intends to continue holding 
quarterly meetings with the clubs, 
with the next meeting scheduled 
for September 2024.

Salim disclosed that the initiative 
by the current TCA management 
aims to involve clubs in decision-
making and daily operations, fos-
tering a sense of ownership among 
cricket stakeholders.

The inclusive approach, accord-
ing to him, has been well-received, 
making everyone feel integral to 
the association’s functioning.

The official also noted that a min-
ute of silence was moreover ob-
served in memory of ICC Regional 
Development Manager for Africa, 
Patricia Kambarami, who passed 
away recently.

Meanwhile, Tanzania’s U-19 
men’s cricket team’s camp is in 
progress after the players, who to-
taled 56, were reduced to 27.

The national cricket team’s head 
coach, Gobind, who also takes 
charge of the junior cricketers, 
has organized three trial matches 
slated to take place at the Leaders 
Club and University of Dar es Sa-
laam (UDSM) grounds at the end of 
this week.

Salim disclosed that the 27 play-
ers have been divided into two 
teams, Kilimanjaro and Serengeti, 
with each player allowed to show-
case his skills and teamwork in a 
match format.

As the selection process ad-
vances, the squad will be further 
reduced to 20 players, then short-
listed to 16, and finally trimmed to 
14 players who will represent Tan-
zania in the upcoming Africa Quali-
fier for the 2026 ICC U-19 Men’s 
World Cup.

This intensive selection process, 
the TCA Information and Media of-
ficer revealed, aims to ensure the 
best talent is chosen to represent 
the nation, fostering a competitive 
and high-performance environ-
ment for the young cricketers.
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