
 By Guardian Reporter

GROUPS of small traders 
and entrepreneurs in Zan-
zibar are set to benefit from 
82bn/- the Isles government 
has set aside for the imple-
mentation of a range of pro-
jects under its flagship Blue 
Economy initiative.

Zanzibar President Dr 
Hussein Ali Mwinyi said 
here yesterday that, in this 
connection, CRDB Bank Plc 
has been assigned to pro-
vide financial literacy and 
issue zero-interest loans.

Unveiling the ‘Inuka na 
Uchumi wa Buluu’ (literally, 
Grow with the Blue Econ-
omy) programme the Isles 
government is implement-
ing jointly with CRDB Bank, 
President Mwinyi said the 
government has allocated 
81.5bn/- for the purpose 
and declared that the plan 

will benefit groups formed 
by entrepreneurs and small 
traders.

“We have assigned CRDB 
Bank to provide financial lit-
eracy and interest-free loans 
to groups of entrepreneurs 
and small traders thanks to 
the bank’s track proud re-
cord,” he said.

He pointed out that the 
Dar es Salaam-based lender 
is expected to allocate a 
similar amount of money for 
businesses to invest in vari-
ous sectors including food 
vending, bodaboda busi-
ness, women’s beauty par-
lours, fishing and seaweed 
farming.

Dr Mwinyi explained 
that the Zanzibar govern-
ment has started issuing 
small traders with identity 
cards so that they don’t get 
harassed when conducting 
their businesses.

He added that the govern-
ment is also in the process 
of establishing modern mar-
kets meant to accommodate 
all manner of businesses, in-
cluding small traders.

“My advice to all con-
cerned is that it would be 
wise to vacate the prem-
ises where the construction 
of such markets will take 
place,” said Dr Mwinyi, add-
ing: “I assure you that, once 
the implementation of pro-
jects is completed, you will 
be given priority in the allo-
cation of shops.”

Turning to his assistants, 
he warned that anyone dar-
ing to tamper with the blue 
economy initiative risked 
being fired. 

Upon the completion of 
implementation, the pro-
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National park 
weddings add 
to packages in 
tourism sector

By Guardian Reporter

THE rises in oil prices in the 
world market and dry con-
ditions experienced in some 

parts of the country could exert up-
ward pressure on the projected infla-
tion, the Bank of Tanzania (BoT) has 
cautioned.

The central bank’s monetary policy 
statement for this month shows that 

inflation progressively edged up from 
July to December 2021 but remained 
within the targets by averaging 4 per 
cent compared with 3.2 per cent dur-
ing July to December 2020 period. 

It said that, despite the recent up-
ward trend, inflation was projected 
to remain within the target of 3-5 per 
cent in the remainder of (financial 
year) 2021/2022.

The increase was driven by the 

price of both food and non-food con-
sumer goods and services, according 
to the bank.

Core inflation, which accounts for 
73.9 per cent of the consumer price 
index, stood at 4.5 per cent compared 
with 2.6 per cent, with much of the 
increase driven by the transport, rent 
and the prices of garments, building 
materials.

Food inflation meanwhile had risen 

to 4.3 per cent, from 3.4 per cent, ow-
ing to an increase in demand for food 
in neighbouring countries. Non-food 
inflation rose slightly to 3.9 per cent 
from 3.2 per cent.

Various parts of the country faced 
delayed seasonal rains during the end 
of last year, a situation likely to have 
disrupted the production of food 
crops while putting pressure on con-
sumer prices.

Market surveys show the prices of 
a number of food products including 
maize, rice and beans as having expe-
rienced rising trends and by exten-
sion crowding consumer spending.

The International Monetary Fund’s 
January 2022 World Economic Out-
look update projected that inflation 
would remain elevated in most coun-

Zanzibar’s small traders due to get 
82bn/- in blue economy soft loans

Global oil price hikes, drought 
could spur inflation, says BoT
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BUSINESS Share of private sector external 
debt stock up, govt down 2021

 By Guardian Reporter

THE share of private 
sector debt to total 
external debt grew 
substantially during 

the year ending December, 
signalling increased demand 
for cash among private firms, 
as the economy was recovering 
from the impact of Covid-19 
pandemic.

According to the ministry of 
finance provisional data, the 
share of private sector grew to 
$7.36 billion, which is 26.4% of 
total external debt in 2021 from 
revised $5.49 billion or 22.9% of 
total debt in 2020.

Tanzania’s total external debt 
stock by December 2021 stood 
at $27.9 billion from $24.0 billion 
recorded I December 2020.

The growth also pushed up 
the share of commercial debt 
to total external debt to $9.27 
billion or 33.2% in 2021 from 
$7.62 billion or 31.8% in 2020. 

Nearly all private sector 
borrowings are from external 
commercial lenders, which also 
indicate increased confidences 
to the recovering economy of 
Tanzania.

This happened when the 
share of central government 
debt stock experienced the 
decline as report shows during 
the year 2021 it was 73.5% from 
76.9% in December 2020.

Bulyanhulu Gold to pay 13.9bn/- to acquire six licences
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 By Correspondent Geoffrey Nangai

THE Fair Competition Commission 
(FCC) has received a merger 
application notification from Barrick 
Gold’s Bulyanhulu Gold Mine to 
acquire six prospective licenses from 
the Mineral Industry and Consulting 
Company Limited (Target firm).

The Licences are located in areas 
adjacent to the Bulyanhulu mine and 
have the potential to add significant 
mineral reserves to Barrick’s asset base 
in Tanzania.

Upon regulatory approval by 
the FCC, Bulyanhulu will acquire 
from a 100 per cent % interest in six 
prospecting licensees held by Target 
firm with the transaction and Private 
Placement expected finalized in the 
first quarter of 2022.

Under the terms of the Purchase 
Agreement, Bulyanhulu is entitled to 
pay $6 million (approximately 13.9bn/-

) for the six prospective licensees plus 
other contingent payments.

 Bulyanhulu will also be required 
to invest a minimum of $9 million 
(approximately 20.9bn/-) in the 
Licence Area over the course of the 
four years following the closing of the 
Transaction.

Concurrently with the execution of 
the Purchase Agreement, Bulyanhulu 
agreed to subscribe for, on a non-
brokered private placement basis, 
5,518,764 of common shares of Tembo 
at a price of C$0.27 per common share

Bulyanhulu Gold Mine is a joint 
venture between Barrick and the 
Government of Tanzania, with Barrick 
having an 84 percent shareholding 
while Government owns the remaining 
16 percent shares.

According to a public notice issued 
by FCC yesterday, the merging firms 
submitted Asset Purchase Agreement 
dated December 7, 2021 with 

Bulyanhulu expressing its intention to 
acquire six prospecting licensees from 
Target firm.

According to the Fair Competition 
Act, 2003, FCC is mandated to 
investigate entry into and exit from 
markets.

 FCC’s decision will be based on 
the investigation made ensures that 
rights and interests of third parties are 
wholly protected as well as the effect of 
the merger in the market.

“FCC has begun the review 
and investigation of the intended 
acquisition with a view to examine 
whether it is likely to harm 
competition,” the public notice said.

The FCC called upon the public 
(petitioners) who deem themselves 
as having sufficient interest inj the 
merger or have objections to the 
merger to submit their petitions with a 
view to assist FCC in reaching just and 
reasonable decisions with regard to 

the intended merger.
“All petitioners are hereby notified 

to submit their petitions within 14 
days from the first publication of the 
notice,” according to the statement.

Bulyanhulu on December 7, 2021 
entered into a binding agreement with, 
Tembo Gold Corp the Mineral Industry 
Promotion and Consulting Company 
Limited (“MIPCCL”), a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Tembo, in respect of 
the acquisition of certain prospecting 
licenses.

The Barrick president and chief 
executive Mark Bristow in a statement 
last year said the acquisition was 
a significant step forward in the 
company’s strategy of increasing 
its investment in new growth 
opportunities in Tanzania and a 
further demonstration of the value-
creation potential of its partnership 
with the government.

Rate hikes pose 
bigger threat for 
Europe’s debt

  LoNdoN

INvEsTors in European bonds are 
heading into this rate-hike cycle more 
vulnerable than they’ve ever been 
before, suggesting that the painful 
selloff of recent weeks could be only 
the beginning.

Bonds have tumbled this month as 
the highest inflation in decades spurs 
traders and bank analysts to outdo 
each other in betting on ever more 
hikes from the Federal reserve and 
European Central Bank. The latter is 
now seen taking its key rate back to 0% 
this year.

Even though ECB chief Christine 
Lagarde has tried to push back on 
expectations for the euro zone, sharp 
moves in long maturity debt from 
Germany to the likes of Deutsche Bahn 
AG and Nestle sA are bringing into 
question the “haven” status of these 
securities.

The driving force behind this is a 
metric known as duration -- a measure 
of the sensitivity of bonds to rate hikes. 
That’s jumped after years of cheap 
borrowing costs and vast liquidity 
led borrowers to take advantage by 
extending their maturities.

For European government bonds it’s 
now 8.27 years, more than two years 
higher than the last time the European 
Central Bank hiked rates in July 2011, 
according to Bloomberg index data. 
The corresponding figure for euro 
high-grade corporate debt is a year 
higher at 5.13 years.

“As of now, it’s the front-end that has 
suffered the most in the recent selloff,” 

said John Taylor, a portfolio manager at 
AllianceBernstein who manages $5.4 
billion of funds. “As the focus shifts to 
the impact of quantitative tightening, 
the market price will start to price in 
more of a term premium for longer 
term debt in the 10s and 30s.”

Taylor’s funds are increasing cash 
and other floating rate instruments 
that are removed from rates and 
credit market volatility. A key gauge 
of expected price swings for the bond 
market -- one-year options on two-year 
volatility -- rose to the highest level 
since 2011 this week. “There isn’t a safe 
haven right now. so staying out of the 
market for the next month or two isn’t 
the worst thing,” he said.

reflecting Taylor’s sentiment, the 
cash glut in the euro-area economy 
rose to a record above 4.5 trillion euros 
($5.1 billion) this month.

Amundi sA, Europe’s biggest 
fund manager, has also sounded a 
warning. In a recent note, the firm 
recommended that investors maintain 
a short duration bias since traditional 
bond benchmarks face the challenges 
of low yields and high duration risk.

While the rates and investment-
grade debt markets are usually the first 
in line of fire during a hiking cycle, the 
increase in duration means that this 
time could be particularly brutal.

“All the assets that have benefited 
from the extraordinary stimulus 
have higher duration now and are 
vulnerable,” said Pierre verle, a 
high-yield debt portfolio manager at 
Carmignac Gestion sA, with $1.5 billion 
of assets under his purview.

China’s insurance 
sector reports steady 
expansion in 2021

 Beijing

China’s insurance sector has main-
tained steady expansion and remained 
solvent last year, according to the coun-
try’s banking and insurance regulator.

The total assets of Chinese insurers 
amounted to 24.9 trillion yuan (about 
3.91 trillion U.s. dollars) at the end of De-
cember, up 11.5 percent from the begin-
ning of 2021, said the China Banking and 
Insurance regulatory Commission.

specifically, the total assets of prop-
erty insurance companies, life insurance 

companies and reinsurance companies 
went up 6 percent, 12.4 percent and 22.2 
percent, respectively.

In 2021, insurers’ premium income 
increased 4.1 percent year on year to 4.5 
trillion yuan.

The comprehensive solvency adequa-
cy ratio of insurers, a key metric to meas-
ure their ability to meet debt and other 
obligations, stood at 240 percent at the 
end of the third quarter of 2021. The av-
erage core solvency ratio was 227.3 per-
cent, data showed. 

The Bank of Tanzania 
monthly economic review for 
January shows that transport 
and communication 
accounted for the large 
share of the use of external 

borrowing with 23.1% in 2021, 
the highest than any other 
economic activity.

The report shows energy 
and mining also absorbed 
the highest share of external 

borrowing with 16.1 percent 
in 2021, higher than 14.4% in 
2020.

The share of finance and 
insurance increased to 5.7% or 
$1.43 billion in 2021 from 5.1% 

($1.10 billion) in 2020. 
According to the report, 

the amount of central 
government debt increased 
to $20.5 billion in 2021 from 
$18.4 billion recorded in 
2020.

The use of external 
borrowing by central 
government debt included 
social welfare and education 
with 16.1% and balance of 
payment and budget support 
which accounted for 12.3% of 
total external debt.

The share of external debt 
to agriculture slowed to 5.3% 
of total debt in 2021 ($1.34 
billion) from 6.4% ($1.38 
billion) in 2020.

Export credit also 
recorded growth of nearly 
half during reported period 
as the amount went up to 
$3.86 billion or 13.8% in 2021 
from $2.67 billion or 11.1% 
recorded in 2020.

According to ministry of 
finance, central government 
sources external debts 
mostly from multilateral 
and bilateral of which their 
shares also slowed during 
the reported period.

The share of multilateral 
debt decreased to 44.8% in 
2021 from 48.6% in 2020 
while those of bilateral 
slowed to 8.1% from 9.1% 
respectively.

Bulyanhulu Gold Mine site

ECB chief Christine Lagarde
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 By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Arusha

SAYING ‘I DO’ deep inside a national 
park, by definition surrounded and possi-
bly witnessed by wild animals, is a now a 
popular addition to the tourism package 
in Tanzania – and some lovebirds have al-
ready taken advantage of it ahead of Val-
entine’s Day today.  

Frank Richard and Stella Joel have de-
cided to take a new path, a wild path at 
that, by tying the knot inside Lake Man-
yara National Park at the weekend and 
vowing to celebrate their first anniversary 
right there come next year.

Tanzania has just introduced this type 
of tourism that makes it possible for tour-
ists from all over the world to come to the 
country to tie the knot or celebrate their 
wedding anniversaries in the company of 
not only close friends and family but also 
wild animals.

Dr Noelia Myonga, Assistant Commis-
sioner of Conservation for Lake Manyara 
National Park, said here at the weekend 
that this will be a new addition to the 
“menu” from now onwards “as we en-
deavour to come up with more and more 
creative ideas to boost our travel industry 
in the post-Covid-19 period”.

Tanzania intends to attract over 5 mil-
lion foreign visitors annually by the year 
2025 as it awakes from the two-year 
slump in tourism following the outbreak 
of the coronavirus disease.

Wedding in national parks seems to be 
the new ‘in-thing’ in town and the coun-
try is marketing this romantic adventure 
abroad slowly but surely.

Turn to page2

President Samia Suluhu Hassan witnesses the signing of agreements for a 210bn/- long-term loan and 2.6bn/- in technical assistance meant to help the 
Tanzania Agricultural Development Bank (TADB) catalyse short-term and long-term financing of the country’s agricultural sector. Signing the pacts in Brest, 
France, at the weekend are TADB managing director Frank Nyabundege (L) and French Development Agency director Rioux Remy. The president was in 
France for the February 9-11 first Ocean Summit, meant to step up the international community’s ambition on maritime issues and put into practice human-
kind’s shared responsibility for the oceans. Photo: State House 

An entrepreneur briefs Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi (2nd-R) at the weekend’s launch in Zan-
zibar of the ‘Inuka na Uchumi wa Buluu’ programme, which is being implemented jointly by the Zanzibar 
government and CRDB Bank Plc. Others include Zanzibar Trade and Industries Development minister Omar 
Said Shaaban (R) and CRDB Bank Plc CEO and managing director Abdulmajid Nsekela (3rd-R). Photo: Zanzibar 
State House 

EABC eager 
for a quicker 
introduction  
of the EAC 
permits on 
Covid-19
  By Guardian Reporter

EAST African Community (EAC) 
partner states are set to adopt the 
EAC Pass to facilitate travel as 
countries across the globe strive 
to get back to normal amid the 
Covid-19 pandemic.
Dr Kevit Desai, Principal Secretary 
in Kenya’s East African Community 
and Regional Development 
mionistry, said this at an EABC 
Trade Facilitation Forum held at the 
Taveta/Holili One-Stop Border Post 
on Kenya’s border with Tanzania.
He lauded Kenyan President Uhuru 
Kenyatta, current Chairman of 
the EAC Heads of State Summit, 
for bolstering the economic bloc’s 
regional integration agenda for 
businesses and East Africans to 
actualise prosperity.
Dr Desai called for the enhancement 
of collective efforts towards trade 
facilitation and value addition to 
bolster manufacturing, appealing 
to East African businesspeople to 
“boldly tap into the markets of the 
Democratic Republic of Congo and 
the African Continental Free Trade 
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Area (AfCFTA)”.
Sarah Keiya, Chairperson of Women 
Cross-Border Traders, meanwhile 
said that unharmonised measures on 
Covid-19 raise the cost of business 
operations.
She cited the US$10 antigen test on the 
Tanzania side while on the Kenya side 
this is made free of charge.
She also suggested that the EAC’s 
Simplified Trade Regime is yet to be 
implemented as fully as envisioned.
EABC Executive Officer John Bosco 

Kalisa reported that the Taveta/Holili 
One-Stop Border Post cleared 33,000 
cargo trucks last year, a 73 per cent 
increase from 19,000 the previous 
year.
He said the increase in the volume of 
trade underscored the importance of 
eliminating non-tariff barriers for the 
quick recovery and resilience of the 
EAC economies amid Covid-19.
Kalisa also called for a “green channel” 
for East African products at the border 
to boost trade and competitiveness of 
the region.
He aid that Holili/Taveta OSBP links 

the northern and central corridor and 
has high potential to transform into a 
leading trade hub in the continent.
Levies on transit and EAC originating 
goods (East African products) by the 
counties in Kenyan and re-testing of 
products by Bureaus of Standards are 
among other hurdles raised by the 
business leaders during the forum.
The Eastern Africa Grain Council and 
Taha Fresh called upon the customs 
agencies to offer priority clearance 
to perishable and all agricultural 
goods especially during Information 
Technology System breakdowns to 

avoid delays.
Dr Desai urged for regular holding 
of the joint border management 
committees, strengthening partnerships 
to set up the Jumuiya Market at 
Taita/Taveta and explained that the 
Ministry’s Business Reforms Unit 
will work closely with the EABC and 
Chambers of Commerce to analyze 
counties’ regulatory compliance.
The forum also recommended cross-
border traders be permitted to cross 
and do business up to 10 km on both 
sides of the border, quick rollout of 
the EAC COVID-19 pass and improved 

infrastructure such as cargo scanners.
The EABC Trade Facilitation Forum 
was attended by over 60 delegates 
composed of Officials from the Ministry 
of EAC, trade facilitation agencies, 
importers, exporters, transporters & 
freight forwarders, Eastern African 
Sub-Regional Support Initiative for the 
Advancement of Women (EASSI) and 
women cross-border traders.
The forum was supported by GIZ 
“Support to East African Market-Driven 
and People-Centred Integration” 
programme (SEAMPEC).
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Beneficiaries of Serengeti Breweries Limited’s Science Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) programme come together with girls pursuing science disciplines in various 
colleges and universities shortly after attending a workshop organised by the firm in commemorating International Day of Women and Girls in Science. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

tries throughout this year, 
largely owing to on-going 
supply chain disruptions 
and high energy prices.

Inflation in Tanzania and 
most of sub-Saharan Africa 
is projected to stand at 8.6 
per cent this year before 
slowing to 7.1 per cent next 
year.

Vitol Group, the world’s 
largest independent oil trad-
er, has meanwhile said that 
much the same robust oil 
demand and the headroom 
for money managers to ex-
pand their long positions in 
the crude complex, could 
push oil prices even higher.

It said this would be com-

bined with shrinking global 
spare production capacity 
and “worrisome” inventory 
levels. 

This resulted in demand 
recovery and the mild im-
pact of the Omicron (Cov-
id-19) variant on consump-
tion, this alongside the 
Russia-Ukraine crisis and 
a deep freeze in Texas that 
disrupted some Permian oil 
production.

According to OilPrice.
com, oil prices are at their 
highest in years, with Brent 
crude touching US$94 per 
barrel in Asia and West 
Texas Intermediate trading 
at over US$92 per barrel for 
the first time since 2014.

US$100 oil is in the cards 
this year, and it could be 

reached as soon as the sec-
ond quarter, according to 
the Bank of America. 

Major Wall Street banks 
including Goldman Sachs, 
the Bank of America, JP Mor-
gan and Morgan Stanley ex-
pect oil prices to hit US$100 
a barrel this year.

Last month saw Vienna-
based OPEC (Organisation 
of the Petroleum Export-
ing Countries) and its allies 
declare that they would 
increase oil production by 
a total of 400,000 bpd this 
month. However, the inter-
governmental organisation 
or cartel of 13 member-
countries is reported to 
have been undershooting its 
production targets.

Global oil price hikes, 
drought could spur 
inflation, warns BoT
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Chief Justice Prof Ibrahim Hamis Juma (L) has an audience with Judge Nestor Kayobera, President of the East African Court of Justice, at the East African 
Community headquarters in Arusha city at the weekend. 

gramme is expected to generate more 
than 300,000 formal jobs – with an estimat-
ed 700,000 business owners benefiting di-
rectly in terms of loans but also training on 
financial literacy. 

Briefing Dr Mwinyi on the bank’s activities 
in Zanzibar, CRDB Group CEO and Manag-
ing Director Abdulmajid Nsekela described 
the cooperation as a new opportunity that 
businesses ought to exploit and graduate 
into big companies.

“We have since last year issued over 
150bn/- in loans to businesses in various sec-
tors including tourism, fisheries, agriculture 
and trading,” he said.

He added that, under the ‘Inuka na Uchu-
mi wa Buluu’ initiative, entrepreneurs and 
small traders have already started receiving 
financial literacy training.

Nsekela said informal businesses contrib-
ute at least one per cent of the ‘Spice Islands’ 
gross domestic product and are thus an 
important segment of clients being served 
by our bank (CRDB), “the country’s largest 
bank in terms of deposits and net assets 
value”.

“Through this initiative, the bank has set 
aside 60bn/- to lend to businesses. If need 
arises, more loans will be issued at zero-in-
terest rate as agreed with the government,” 
he noted.

Prior to launching the Blue Economy ini-
tiative, the bank had given 94m/- worth of 
loans to five groups, with Nsekela noting: 
“We also have just approved a 2bn/- loan to a 
group of fishermen for buying modern fish-
ing boats and related gear.”

He said the past year has also seen CRDB 
investing billions of shillings in community 

projects as part of its corporate social re-
sponsibility, with a substantial chunk of the 
proceedings supporting last year’s ‘Kizim-
kazi’ cultural festival graced by President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan.

Dr Juma Malik Akil, Permanent Secretary 
in the Zanzibar President’s Office (Finance 
and Planning), also spoke at yesterday’s 
event.

He said that the 81.5bn/- set aside by 
the Isles government would, among other 
things, would be in the form of loans to help 
fishermen to acquire 577 big fishing boats 
and 500 small vessels “to enable seaweed 
farmers, most of whom are women, to move 
about easily in their ocean farms and as well 
as support the construction of a seaweed 
processing factory on Pemba islands.

“This project is expected to benefit over 
700,000 entrepreneurs directly during the 

initial stage because the funding is revolving 
and will be in existence for several years to 
come,” Dr Akil said, urging the beneficiaries 
to desist from misusing the money.

One of the beneficiaries, Hamis Hamad 
Hamis from Pemba Island, said his 20-mem-
ber group engages in livestock keeping and 
has already landed a 25m/- loan with which 
to set up a milk processing plant.

 “Previously, our milk was not of high 
enough quality and therefore lacked a reli-
able market. Thanks to value addition, it has 
gained in quality and now sells at over twice 
the previous price of 1,500 per litre,” he ex-
plained.

He attributed this mainly to the CRDB 
loan, noting that the group used to produce 
100 litres per day but this has now risen to 
five times as much.

Z’bar’s small traders due to get 82bn/- in blue economy soft loans

Ruaha, the second largest national park in Tanzania af-
ter the newly christened Nyerere National Park (formerly 
Selous Game Reserve), was recently listed among the most 
romantic destinations on the African continent.

But Stella and Frank decided that Lake Manyara National 
Park was the ideal choice for their alternative place to con-
firm their nuptials.

So, as the world observes the romantic month of Febru-
ary, the two newlyweds returned to natural settings, relight-
ing the innocent fire which were, maybe, experienced only 
in the beginnings of time.

They left behind city cacophonies and took cover under 
the lush forest of Lake Manyara, one of the smallest but a 
most beautiful national park very easily accessible from Aru-
sha city.

As they both affirmed “I do,’ a herd of elephants a few me-
ters away looked up. Tree-climbing lions that are the trade-
mark of Lake Manyara also looked down to the couple and 
possibly nodded too. And this is no exaggeration…

But it was foreign tourists, who happened to be sampling 
the national park, who really enjoyed the feat – hence join-
ing the cheering and the dancing that followed.

“When it comes to bush-based nuptials, you never know 
who will attend your wedding,” said Frank Richard when we 
visited the couple soon later, at their home at the PPF Es-
tates in the Njiro section of Arusha city.

Both the bride and the groom happen to be Musicians but 
on the gospel side of business.

“So! Was it a reminiscence of Adam and Eve in the Garden 
of Eden?” we asked them. 

“Let’s just say we wanted to do things differently,” said 
Frank, who plays Bass and Rhythm guitars. His wife sings 
alto and soprano in choirs but they also do solo music pro-
jects.

National park 
weddings add to 
tourism package

EABC calls for quick roll-out of the EAC Covid-19 permits
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As they both affirmed “I do,’ a 
herd of elephants a few meters 
away looked up. Tree-climbing 
lions that are the trademark 
of Lake Manyara also looked 
down to the couple and possibly 
nodded too
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By Guardian Correspondent, Do-
doma

POLICE in Dodoma Region 
are holding 53 people, includ-
ing 45 illegal migrants from 
Ethiopia who were   hiding on 
Kolo Mountain in Kondoa dis-
trict.

Addressing reporters here 
yesterday, Dodoma Regional 
Police Commander, Onesmo 
Lyanga said the migrants were 
arrested February 11 this year 
at 9:00am hiding in the moun-
tain.

He said the migrants were 
aged between 15 to 25 years and 
their main aim was to transit 
the country looking for greener 
pastures in other countries and 
added that they will in no time 
face court action.

Meanwhile, RPC Lyanga said 
they have recovered a laptop 
belonging to Engineer Salehe 
Nabil of the Standard Gauge 
Railway (SGR) that was stolen 
from Holiday Hotel on Febru-
ary 10 this year. 

He said three suspects; all 
residents of Dar es Salaam were 
being held in connection of the 

Dodoma police: We’re holding
45 Ethiopian illegal migrants

2 die after eating wild mushroomsBy Guardian Correspondent, Ikungi

TWO   members of the same family of 
Muhintiri village in Ikungi district, Sin-
gida Region, have died after eating wild 
mushrooms.   

  Ikungi district council chairman Ally 
Mwanga announced after closing the 
Councilors meeting to deliberate   the 
2022/23 draft budget.

He said the incident happened on 
February 3 this year when Martina La-
zaro Mpuka (9) was rushed to Muhintiri 
dispensary while Amani Lazaro Mpuka 
(4), earlier hospitalised, continued with 
treatment at Makiungu mission hospi-

Dunia Yusufu Dunia (L), one of trainees who have recently completed a course in the use of drones at the Dar es Salaam-based Civil Aviation Training Centre, receives a 
certificate from Tanzania Civil Aviation Authority acting director general Daniel Malanga at a ceremony held at the centre at the weekend. Photo: Guardian Correspon-
dent

tal, Mungaa division.
Mwanga, who is also the 

Councillor for Irisya ward 
named those admitted at 
Muhintiri dispensary as includ-
ing Happiness Lazaro Mpuka 
(31), the mother of Martina, 
Sara Lazaro Mopuka (16) and 
Esther Lazaro Mpuka I(15).

He said those hospitalised 
at Makiungu mission hospital 
and were in critical condition 
include Rashidi Lazaro Mpuka 

(12), Fadhili Lazaro Mpuka (21) 
and Richard Lazaro Mpuka 
(12).

Muhintiri ward Council-
lor, Hamisi Abdlalah Mpuma 
confirmed the incident at the 
home of one Makungu Mpuka 
Irumba, aka Lazaro.

 He explained that on Febru-
ary 3 this year Mpuka’s youth 
went to nearby woods to fetch 
mushrooms and in the evening   
the family cooked the mush-

rooms but showed no signs of 
sickness.

He said the entire seven-
member family ate the even-
ing meal but on the following 
day the daughter of happiness 
Mpuka, who is the mother of 
Martina Lazaro Mpuka, started 
vomiting.

However, it is said that on the 
following day, February 4 Mar-
tina’s mother left home.

Councillor Mpuma said 

when Martina was at home 
with her grandmother she 
started vomiting again emit-
ting yellowish puke and her 
grandmother thought she was 
suffering from malaria, and 
gave her Panadol tablets, after 
which she continued playing 
with other children.

He said the following day the 
family again ate their meal with 
the remaining mushrooms and 
on February 7 the entire fam-

ily started experiencing stom-
ach pains and were taken to 
Muhintiri dispensary for treat-
ment.

“At the hospital the girl child 
who had been vomiting be-
came critically ill and died be-
fore receiving treatment, and 
out of the nine family mem-
bers, six were transferred to 
Makiungu mission hospital for 
further treatment,” said the 
Councillor. 

incident.
“We will not tolerate criminals who 

go from one region to another to com-
mit theft, the laptop and other belong-
ings of the engineer have been recov-
ered.

He further said the police were hold-
ing two other suspects for motorcycle 
theft that was stolen in Mayamaya area 
in Dodoma with Reg No. MC 801 CVS.

RPC Lyanga said the police were also 
holding one Brighton Mhando, who 
was driver of an Isuzu vehicle with reg. 
No. T 788 ASG carrying 97 bags of ce-
ment that was allegedly stolen from 
Mtumba Government City. 

He said the suspect has already ap-
peared in court and the cement re-
turned to the owner for the ongoing 
construction project.

RPC Lyanga said other crimes in-
cluded thefts of a refrigerator and a TV 
set and called on people who lost these 
items to go to the police station to iden-
tify them.
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By Guardian Reporter

FAIDIKA Microfinance (T) Ltd has 
launched its ‘LetsGo Digital Mall’, an-
other milestone in the inclusive finance 
provider’s transformation strategy to 
be digitally-led while strengthening its 
people-first culture by assisting employ-
ees with digital skills and agile ways of 
working. 

Managing director Baraka Munisi said 
that this initiative is an interactive plat-
form that customers can access via their 
mobile phones, online, or via USSD. Ex-
perts say the latter is an unstructured 
supplementary service data code that 
is programmed into SIM cards or cell 
phones to make it easier to perform cer-
tain actions. “When you know the code 
for what you want to do, you can run 
it with a few simple taps,” the write up 
explains.

LetsGo Digital Mall enables existing 
customers to apply for new or top-up 
loans, access account details, state-
ments and update personal informa-
tion, he said noting that as the platform 
evolves, the LetsGO Digital Mall will 
serve as an interactive access catalyst.

It will be used to extend customers’ 
reach to an array of options and choices 
in financial and lifestyle services, includ-
ing digital payments, savings solutions, 
rewards, personal insurance, shopping, 
and cross-border trading as well as edu-
cational and personal empowerment 
portals, he explained.

The digital mall is a customer-centric, 
user-friendly platform “that brings the 
brand’s LetsGO Nation philosophy to 

life by delivering the gift of personal 
time to pursue individual priorities as 
customers no longer have to wait or 
visit a branch to apply for products or 
access their accounts.” 

“Our LetsGO Digital Mall is an 
ideal platform to unlock Faidika Mi-
crofinance Tanzania’s current and 
future potential – through this digital 
platform, we are enhancing customer 
experience through easier access, im-
proving turnaround times through 
end-to-end processing technology, 
and increasing customer choice by 
enabling us to launch more products, 
sooner.   Digital supports our prom-
ise to improve the lives of Tanzanians 
– wherever they may be located, any 
time of day.”

To support the institution’s commit-
ment to increasing access to its solu-
tions, customers can reach the mall 
through the web, mobile or even save 
on data costs by using the USSD chan-
nel.

Board chairman Adam Mayingu not-
ed that Faidika Microfinance remains 
committed to investing in its country 
operations, training and upskilling 
employees in agile methodologies and 
digital skills to support the growth and 
expansion of its local business.

“Digitization not only increases 
Faidika Microfinance’s reach in terms 
of products and channels but also 
supports and enhances standards in 
reporting, processing, risk manage-
ment and governance,” he declared.

‘LetsGo’ is a new brand in Faidika 
Microfinance Tanzania’s brand sta-

Faidika Microfinance in
‘letsgo digital mall’ push

‘Ngorongoro, Loliondo ecology 65 pc destroyed’
By Getrude Mbago, Dodoma

SOME 65 percent of Ngorongoro 
and Loliondo conservation areas’ 
ecology has been destroyed due to 
massive environmental destruction, 
increase of livestock and invasive 
plants, the Tanzania Wildlife Re-
search Institute (TAWIRI) has de-
clared.

The increase in population in 
the Ngorongoro Conservation Area 
(NCA) threatens wildlife sustainabil-
ity in the park, requiring urgent ef-
forts to alleviate the situation.

Dr Ernest Mjingo, the director 
general, made these observations 
during a seminar conducted to leg-
islators concerning the situation in 
Ngorongoro National Park, following 
a directive by Prime Minister Kassim 
Majaliwa last week, in the wake of a 
hot debate on the NCA situation.

Population within the conserva-
tion area has reached 110,000 from 
8,000 people in 1959 and the park’s 
capacity is expected to shelter not 

more than 20,000 people, he said.
This is a huge threat to the environ-

ment but and sustainability of wild-
life in the park, along with the safety 
of residents often being attacked by 
dangerous animals, he stated.

The NCA ecosystem has been badly 
affected. Ngorongoro is an important 
area for the growth and sustainability 
of other parks such as the Serengeti 
and many forest reserves in adjacent 
areas, the director noted.

A –portion of the wildlife was in-
creasingly being endangered with 
extinction, like cheetah, gazelle and 
black rhinos whose populations have 
drastically decreased, he said.

Increasing human activities in the 
park has touched off the spread of 
invasive plants, now numbering 143 
types enumerated so far, affecting 
the ecology of the area and scaring 
animals trying to feed on such plants, 
he explained.

Population growth has also had a 
negative impact on human lives as 
165 local residents were attacked by 

wild animals, 47 people dying from 
2015 to September 2021,while over 
800 livestock also fell to predators, 
he elaborated.

Prof Audax Mabulla, a researcher 
from the University of Dar es Salaam 
(UDSM) said most of the Maasai who 
live in Ngorongoro were driven there 
in the late 1950s to clear the way 
for its more famous neighbor, the 
Serengeti National Park. 

The trusteeship administrators 
promised that the newly created 
809,440-hectare (2m acre) NCA 
would be a multiple use area, where 
pastoralists could graze their cattle 
and preserve their livelihoods along-
side conservation and tourism man-
agement.

At present, the NCA is mostly in-
habited by Hadzabe hunter groups 
and Maasai livestock keepers, while 
Dr Robert Fyumagwa, retired re-
searcher at TAWIRI says that in 1959, 
there were 300,000 livestock but 
now the number of animals exceeds 
one million.

The Ngorongoro Conservation 
Area Authority (NCAA) has spent 
35.3bn/- to provide services to one 
administrative division in the area 
for the past five years, he stated, 
pointing out that the area has been 
hit by poverty by up to 50 percent, 
while 64 percent of the area’s inhab-
itants are illiterate.

“Hunger and famine affects 75 per-
cent of the population in the NCA,” 
he specified, while .Prof Hamis Ma-
labo, a UNESCO representative, also 
raised concern over the increase of 
population and livestock threatening 
NCAs ecological balance and biodi-
versity.

Farming within the park, increase 
of livestock keeping as well as ground 
transport infrastructures were 
among the major challenges facing 
the NCA, he asserted, noting that 
UNESCO advises that law changes be 
made to rescue the park.

However, if evacuation exercises 
take place, they should adhere to 
good governance practices, includ-

ing the provision of compensation, he 
said.

In their contributions, MPs called 
on the government to take immediate 
measures to rescue the conservation 
area, urging that inhabitants be evict-
ed from NCA.

Hawa Bananga (Special Seats, 
Chadema) said it is high time now for 
the government to take tough deci-
sions for the interest of the whole na-
tion.

Even MPs have been finding them-
selves in tough times when visiting the 
areas as the residents (Maasai) follow 
them everywhere they go, especially 
when a parliamentary committee vis-
its the NCA to observe and speak with 
leaders, she told the gathering.

The lawmaker also wanted the gov-
ernment to review and amend laws 
so as to protect the coveted national 
park, meanwhile as Sophia Mwaka-
genda (Special Seats) said the situ-
ation in Ngorongoro is scary. If the 
country will not take immediate 
and robust measures, it may lose the 

park, she cautioned.
Putting the people in the parks is a 

total violation of habitat procedures as 
the populace has no right to own land, 
access quality social services including 
education and health, she said. “We 
need to take tough decisions now. The 
Masaai have all the rights as any other 
persons, so while evacuating them we 
need to adhere to laws and observe ba-
sic human rights,” she stated.

Simanjiro MP, Christopher ole Send-
eka acknowledged that wildlife conser-
vation is vital for the country’s devel-
opment, emphasizing that the welfare 
of human beings should be respected, 
urging that the Speaker form a special 
committee to tour the area and later 
come up with a report.

The Ngorongoro Conservation Area 
encompasses a great variety of eco-
systems including mountain forest, 
swampy, marshy, dry forest, as well 
as long and short grasslands, part 
of an extended ecosystem into the 
Maasai Mara across the border and 
the Serengeti ecosystem nearby.

Faidika Microfinance board chairman Adam Mayingu (L) displays his mobile phone in Dar es Salaam at the weekend moments after joining ‘LetsGo Digital Mall’ dur-
ing the launch of the digital service. With him include Faidika managing director Baraka Munisi, Finance and Planning ministry Financial Systems director John Sausi, 
and Letshego Africa chief cooperation and development officer Frederick Mmelesi. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

ble, resonating and reiterating the 
group’s regional transformation 
strategy and vision to build a world-
class, future-fit organization that sup-
ports individuals and micro and small 

entrepreneurs to achieve their goals 
and aspirations.

“Faidika Microfinance Tanzania in-
vites all individuals to join its LetsGoNa-
tion – a nation that is built by Africans 

for Africans, unleashing individual 
creativity and potential that supports 
sustainable economic growth for our 
communities and achieves a collective 
social impact.”

John Sausi, the Treasury director of 
financial systems, commended Faidika 
Microfinance for the innovation that 
aims to improve service delivery across 
a range of transactions.

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

  THE whereabouts of more 
than 171 drug addicts out of 
435 registered for rehabilita-
tion at the Methadone Clinic in 
Mbeya are unknown.

Dr Beatrice Thadei,  senior 
psychiatrist at the Mbeya Zone 
Referral Hospital housing the 
clinic, said that by the end of 
last month the whereabouts 
of 171 rehab patients were star-
tling. 

The clinic serves the South-
ern Highlands since its inaugu-
ration in 2017 to reduce HIV/
Aids infections after it was 
found that many drug addicts 
were also HIV/Aids sufferers.

 The clinic provides various 
services to help drug addicts 
as well as those suffering from 
tuberculosis (TB) and sexually 
transmitted diseases, she said.

Since its establishment, 
around 53 drug addicts have 
healed from the habit by com-
pleting the therapy, but clinic 
officers still make follow-ups 
on the large group to see if 
their conditions remain stable, 
she said.

About 17 drug addicts are 
HIV positive, with 52 addicts 
also being HIV/Aids suffer-
ers received since 2017, out of 

GF Trucks & Equipment Ltd board chairman Mehboob Karmali (C) leads the company’s co-directors in cutting a cake in Dar 
es Salaam at the weekend as the firm marked its 15th anniversary. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

whom eight died and 12 others vastly 
improved and are no longer at the 
clinic.

Among obstacles the clinic faces is 
that addicts tend to be overly trouble-
some in having to take their medicines 
when they feel a bit better, resorting 
to smoking cannabis and alcohol con-
sumption, she said.

Meanwhile, stakeholders in the 
fight against drug abuse in Mbeya Re-
gion have called on the police force to 
train its personnel on combating drug 
use, as it abets HIV infections.

Damali Lucas, a prevention officer 
for the HJF Medical Research Inter-
national (HJFMRI) said the training 
will help the police when they arrest 

youths, to place them in drug rehabili-
tation therapy. Those who violate reg-
ulations regarding treatment be made 
to pursue the course of therapy as in 
abandoning it they retard the nation’s 
war against illicit drugs and HIV/Aids.

 She was closing a two-day seminar 
for stakeholders in the fight against il-
licit drug use in Mbeya Region.

171 addicts desert
rehab confinement
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By Guardian Reporter

COCA-COLA Kwanza Ltd, a 
subsidiary of Coca-Cola Bever-
ages Africa group, has declared 
an intention to empower 1,000 
women this year through edu-
cation, employability and entre-
preneurship programmes.

The initiative is part of its 
‘Brave Woman’ campaign to cel-
ebrate International Women’s 
Day, with this year’s theme giv-
en as ‘break the bias,’ equipping 
women to take their rightful 
place as equals in the economy.

Public Affairs director Salum 
Nassor said at the weekend that 
decisions the company was 
making is a chance for the firm 
to do the right thing. “In all our 
actions, we must be relentless-
ly self-aware of our role in the 
world and the impact we can 
have. Therefore, we must help 
care for the people and com-
munities we depend on to suc-
ceed,” he affirmed. 

The company supports com-
munities by empowering wom-
en in various local settings to 
give back every year, so as to 

make the company stronger and 
more prosperous, he stated.

 “As women are integral to our 
continent’s shared success, we 
seek to empower women both 
in the workplace and through 
community programmes. 
Whether donating money or 
our time, we take our respon-
sibility to the communities we 
call home seriously,” he further 
noted.

“I have met great and amazing 
women who are determined to 
break barriers and reach great-
er success,” he said.

Unguu Sulay, the managing 
director, said the campaign was 
aligned with the priority theme 
of the 65th session of the United 
Nations Commission on the Sta-
tus of Women, aiming at achiev-
ing women’s full and effective 
participation and decision-mak-
ing in public life, elimination 
of violence, achieving gender 
equality and empowerment of 
women and girls.

Under the pillar of education, 
the company will provide girls’ 
schools with desks to contrib-
ute to a conducive studying en-

vironment, giving the learners a 
start towards a fulfilling career. 
It will also donate 250 desks to 
government girls’ schools, pro-
viding comfortable sitting for 
500 students, he said.

For its employability initia-
tive, the firm will take up 100 
women graduates in an intern-
ship programme, to provide 
hands-on skills training to make 
them ‘workplace ready’ as 
part of the future leaders pro-
gramme pegged to the wider 
campaign, he asserted.

Entrepreneurship will simi-
larly be fostered among women 
by selecting a group of women 
involved in recycling and sup-
porting them with resources 
like plastic shredding machines 
to expand their value chain in-
volvement, he said.

Coca-Cola Kwanza Ltd has 
been involved in various sus-
tainability initiatives that em-
power women, including the 
5by20 Coca-Cola global initia-
tive to provide economic sup-
port to 5m women to run their 
own businesses in developing 
countries by 2020, he added.

Coca-Cola Kwanza has 1,000
women empowerment target 

DTB-Tanzania head of ICT Stella Masha pictured in Dar es Salaam on Friday having a word with Form IV students of the city’s Zanaki 
Secondary School. It was at an event to mark International Day of Women and Girls in Science. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Correspondent, Geita

SMALL gold miners at Nyakafuru Mine in Mbogwe 
District, Geita Region, have been called on to continue 
with their activities for the region’s economic growth 
as well as earning income for their economic wellbeing.

The remarks were made here at the weekend by Geita 
regional Commissioner, Rosemary Senyamule, saying 
it was the appropriate time for the Nyakafuru mine to 
be handed over to the small miners as they have been 
working at the mine for a very long time not knowing 
their destiny as some of them have already invested a 
lot of money. 

The RC said she had discussed the issue with Miner-
als Minister, Dr Doto Biteko on the small miners’ Des-
tiny and said he assured her the issue was being dealt 
with.

Senyamule was addressing a public meeting at the 
mine site at the weekend during her working visit in 
Mbogwe District with the aim of inspecting the Nyakaf-
uru Gold Mine administered by the Isanjabadugu 
Group and another Swalehe Mine at Masumbwe as well 
as Mbogwe mineral market.

“Last year, while at Mwanza, the President instructed 
the mineral office there to locate mining areas for small 
miners so that they benefit by their country’s resourc-
es,” said Geita RC Senyamule.

She said the government will not provide a direct de-
cision and instead the miners should be patient while 
their government was deliberation on the issue of 
granting mining licences in the area. 

Reading his statement at the meeting, the Secretary 
General of the Isanjabadugu Mining Group that over-
seen Nyakafuru Mines activities, Patrick Kasoga said 
the main challenge they face id lack of mining licences 
that keep away big miners to invest in their mine.  

He said they have already submitted their application 
to the Mbogwe District Mining Office for further steps, 
and asked the RC to assist them in the issue.

He also said where there are achievements one can-
not miss challenges, and as for now they face the chal-
lenge of power outages that has affected production.

He mentioned another challenge as is the lack of mo-
bile phone network, and that he said does not affect 
miners only but the entire residents of Nyakafuru.

“But on the other hand the Nyakafuru Mine has been 
able to construct four modern classrooms and teach-
ers’ office at Masumbwe Secondary School all costing 
85m/-, 320 desks costing 22.4m/- and two houses for 
health workers at Nyakafuru dispensary as well as a vil-
lage office,” he added.

He added that the mine has also constructed six stalls 
for revenue collection costing 6m/- in various areas of 
Mbogwe District, the aim being to take closer to the 
people mining services in the District.

RC assures small 
gold miners to
continue activities 
without bother

But on the other hand the Nyakafuru 
Mine has been able to construct four 
modern classrooms and teachers’ of-
fice at Masumbwe Secondary School 
all costing 85m/-, 320 desks costing 
22.4m/- and two houses for health 
workers at Nyakafuru dispensary as 
well as a village office
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By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, Dodoma

THE Cereals and other Produced Board (CPB) is imple-
menting a programme to expand its warehouse crops 
storage capacity, from the current 112,000 to at least 
500,000 tonnes by 2025.

The robust project which goes in tandem with a strat-
egy to construct new factories for processing different 
crops  produce include installation of major warehouses 
and a number of silos at various places from across the 
country.

CPB Director General (DG), Dr. Anselm Moshi, told this 
publication in an interview that, among others, plans are 
afoot to construct a major warehouse in Mwanza region, 
with a storage capacity at 8000 tons at a go, as well as 
silos with 15,000 tons storage capacity.

“Apart from that, in Mwanza, we’ll install other silos 
with a total storage capacity at 25,000 tonnes, whereby 
at Isaka, a warehouse of 1,500 tonnes storage capacity 
will be places,” he unveiled.

He also expressed that, CPB has accumulated enough 
land bank for the construction of a modern warehouse 
in Songea, with capacity to accommodate 6000 tonnes.

“In Katavi, we’re installing a warehouse with at least 
20,000 tonnes capacity, and a silos with storage ability at 
50, 000,” he added.

CPB   to improve warehouse 
crops storage capacity - DG

And Dr. Moshi informed that the board has so far 
adopted and put in place equipped laboratory for pro-
fessional mitigation of contaminations of aflotoxins in 
crops, saying the facility has been inspected and certified 
by the Tanzania Bureau of Standards (TBS), through the 
set East African Standards.

“The board is working tirelessly to ensure for profes-
sional storages of crops in order to cater for home and 
away markets safe and standards crops products,” he as-
sured.

He added that the facility was now exporting to differ-
ent countries processed products due to its high technol-
ogies in performing additional value chain.

“Our prime focus is to help the country refrain from ex-
porting raw crops, “ he insisted.

He detailed that the board was often exportating pro-
cessed crops products to neighboring Kenya, Rwanda, 
DRC Congo and South Sudan. 

So far, the board has already opened at least seven crop 
processing factories in different regions.

The factories, according to the CPB boss, include a 
wheat processing plant in Arusha ( with capacity to pro-
cess 120 tons in a day), rice processing plant in Mwanza 
(8000 tons per day), cashew butter plant in Dar es Sa-
laam (96 tons in a day), to mention but a few.

CPB was established by the Cereals and Produced Act 
no. 19 of 2009 (The Cereals and Other Produce Act No. 19 
of 2009).

Unlike other crop boards that are responsible for man-
aging crops / crops, CPB has been tasked with trading 
grain and other crops to enable the farmer to have a reli-
able market and a competitive price for his produce.

The board, CPB was initiated with the aim of address-
ing the responsibilities of the former National Milling 
Corporation (NMC) and the former Export Agricultural 
Board (GAPEX) in ensuring the farmer has access to reli-
able markets for the crops they grow and also to bring 
about a balance in the grain and other crops sectors. 

Assets entrusted to the CPB include factories, ware-
houses, factory sheds and land.

By Guardian Correspondent, Mugumu 

MORE than 50 youths from several villages in Serengeti 
District in Mara Region have attended an intensive theory 
and practical training aimed at stopping human-wildlife 
conflicts in their villages. 

The five-day training which began here last Friday was 
organized by Frankfurt Zoological Society (FZS) in-col-
laboration with the Tanzania Wildlife Research Institute 
(TAWIRI). 

Among other things the youth had been trained on 
the use of various improved techniques that can help to 
prevent elephants from destroying crop farms and lions 
from killing livestock especially cows. 

The techniques involve the use of special mobile 
phones, binoculars, torches, vuvuzela and cultivation of 
crops that are not loved by elephants like pepper. 

 “We also want to use modern technology of special 
mobile phones that will be helping the  youths to track 
and even identify hot spots area “, FZS Project Manager, 
Masegeri Rurai said at the official opening of the training 
which also involves several conservation stakeholders in 
the Western Serengeti. 

Thus, FZS donated 34 special mobile phone and other 
various tools like binoculars, torches and vuvuzela to 
help in minimizing the increasing human wildlife con-
flicts in the in the villages. 

With its headquarters in Germany, FZS is an interna-
tional conservation organization, having significant sup-
port to the greater Serengeti ecosystem and other wild-
life conservation areas in Tanzania.

 The target villages are those located around Ikona 
Wildlife Management Area (WMA) and four from outside 
the WMA, according to Serengeti officials. 

The villages are Robanda, Park Nyigoti, Nyanungu, 
Makundusi, Natta-mbiso, Bokore, Nyichoka, Motukeri, 
Singisi, Iharara and Nyeiberekera. 

 “The most important thing here is monitoring, provid-
ing timely information and for the trained youths to pre-
vent the damages “, Mr Masegeri explained. 

Masegeri also called for the use of modern and indig-
enous techniques to mitigate the conflicts involving el-
ephants and lions.  

Serengeti district is reported to have highest cases of 
human-wildlife conflicts mostly involving stray elephants 
that destroy crop farms and lions which at times kill cows 
and threaten people’s lives. 

“We believe the new techniques will help citizens of 
Serengeti by solving the challenge and we thank FZS 
for supporting this training and the entire initiative”, 
the Head of Wildlife Information and Education Unit at 
TAWIRI Dr Janemary Ntalwila told journalists at the side-
lines of the training in Mugumu, the capital of Serengeti 
district. 

The techniques are expected to help to maintain co-
existence between local communities living near wildlife 
conservation areas and wild animals in the villages. 

On his side Serengeti District Commissioner (DC) Dr Vi-
cent Mashinji urged citizens not to take their livestock to 
graze in wildlife conservation areas. 

 “Let us not avoid grazing in wildlife conservation areas. 
There are some conflicts that are caused by ourselves”, 
Dr Mashinji warned on part of his opening remarks dur-
ing the first day of the training.

Dr Mashinji insisted that conservation of Serengeti eco-
system is a government top priority.

Human-wildlife clashes: 
Serengeti youths undergo 
five-day special training

Tanzania Sisal Board acting director general Saad Kambona (R) takes Agriculture deputy minister Anthony Mavunde 
around a sisal farm in Tanga Region at the weekend. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

THE government has been asked to form 
an independent commission that can con-
duct research on the Ngorongoro Conser-
vation Area disputed issues and thereafter 
come up with recommendations, which 
will guarantee protection of the area and 
people’s human rights in the district.

Human Rights Defenders made the ad-
vice here over the weekend on how to end 
land dispute in Ngorongoro District, Arusha 
Region

They said the commission must involve 
native pastoralists of Ngorongoro, conser-
vation experts, human rights defenders, 
tourism stakeholders, livestock experts’ 
and human rights stake holders.

 “The ministry of Tourism and Natural Re-
sources as well as NCAA must abandon its 
plans to evict pastoralists from Ngorongoro 
and take away village land in Loliondo with 
the view to protect the primary objective 
of establishing NCA and also to protect the 

right of the native people who live in the 
area in accordance with the law. It can be 
remembered that conservation activities 
in the Ngorongoro area very much depend 
the presence of the native people as native 
conservators. 

All the tourists are flocking in Ngorongoro 
to see the unique multiple land use system 
and the way of life of the Maasai people.”

They also call on Parliament to fairly 
moderate parliamentary debates about 
the Ngorongoro issue and to discourage ut-
terances that denigrate the dignity of the 
people of Ngorongoro who have for many 
years sacrificed their lives to protect the 
natural resources in the area. “Let it be re-
membered to the people of Ngorongoro 
are innocent because an increase in popu-
lation of wildlife and humans in a natural 
phenomenon and is not a crime.”

According to them, the law which estab-
lishes the Ngorongoro Conservation Area 
Authority should be reviewed with the 
view to improve management of the area 

and protection of the rights of the people 
as well as ensuring the area continues to be 
conserved and developed.

Among issues to be reviewed include pre-
venting construction of hotels and an in-
crease of motor vehicles, abandoning plans 
to take away village land in 14 villages in Lo-
liondo with 1500 square kilometres instead 
there should be an agreement between the 
government and the people to protect the 
said area for livestock and wildlife activities.

They suggested the need to avoid any 
plans to evict pastoralists of Ngorongoro 
and other areas because already the con-
flicts between pastoralists and farmers are 
rife in many parts of the country.

It also suggested the need to jointly plan 
with the people about all remaining areas 
earmarked for conservation activities at 
Ngorongoro Conservation Area and to leave 
the people in areas or wards with no great 
interference with conservation activities in 
the Ngorongoro which has a large area of 
8,400 square kilometres.

Rights defenders want independent
commission over Ngorongoro dispute 

John Maganga (2nd-R), Absa Bank Tanzania, head of sales and workplace banking, teams up with 
head of collections and recoveries Omar Shomari in slicking in Dar es Salaam at the weekend. It was 
during celebrations to mark the second anniversary of the bank’s rebranding. Photo: Guardian Cor-
respondent
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District councils’ gross financial 
misconduct rearing its head, fast

MEASURES have lately been taken 
against five officials of the Masasi 
Town Council in Mtwara Region 
for presumed involvement in finan-
cial misconduct dating back to the 
2020/2021 financial year. 

The audit exercise upon which dis-
ciplinary measures were taken dates 
back to May last year, in which case it 
covers the period ending June 2021, 
but it takes time for such reports to 
be digested, then forwarded to higher 
authorities and action being directed 
in that regard. More often than not ac-
tion doesn’t actually follow.

At the current sitting of the legisla-
ture, Buchosa MP Eric Shigongo at one 
point demanded when the govern-
ment will confer or restore powers of 
district councils to take action on dis-
trict executive directors when found to 
be have engaged in financial manage-
ment misdeeds

. The government clarified that it 
has no intention of conferring such 
powers but such bodies (councils) can 
make a request to that effect upon the 
directors’ appointing authority, viz., 
the presidency. The relevant ministry 
would thus be consulted.

Errors by financial controllers in 
district councils are of two types, one 
being individual misconduct; it is basi-
cally what is described as fraud, where 
an officer engages in private gain by il-
licit payments in acts of procurement, 
supervision, etc. 

The other type is collective misde-
meanor whereby councilors pressure 
for certain actions to be taken contrary 
to directives, through discretionary 
powers of financial controllers or ac-
counting officers in that case. 

Councilors’ powers over directors 
can take this error to huge proportions. 

Objections to this comprehension, 
and hence the rationale for demands 
that councilors have powers over dis-
trict executive directors is the shallow 
view that councilors represent interests 
of local communities, ignoring the di-
mension of private interest. 

It is the same issue that is ignored in 
demands for a new constitution, that 
it ignores private interests for instance 
in relation to the idea of a weak presi-
dency. 

But if no firm guidance from higher 
authorities is given, private interests 
make it a ‘democratic demand,’ soon.

When one looks at the current issue, 
of measures against council officials to-
wards the end of the past financial year, 
one realizes that this was within the first 
90 days of the transition to the sixth 
phase presidency. 

Public officials everywhere appeared 
to be expecting that the good old days 
of the third and fourth phase govern-
ments – leaving aside the second and 
first phases as they in the dim past – of 
using electoral pressure to let things 
slide in local government finances 
were being restored.

 They started to engage in financial 
malpractices, hoping that things will 
be debated here and there, and then 
forgotten.

We are of course happy that this isn’t 
the situation, and authorities are keen 
that financial discipline is retained, so 
projects are finished on the right time 
at the planned cost framework.

 But with pressure rising for wider 
democratic platforms, if those in gov-
ernment start canvassing for support 
in a really competitive environment, 
they may drop the guard. Democ-
racy and corruption are often bosom 
friends.

Bushmeat need shows why private
sector could help in game reserves
CONSERVATION authorities in the 

northern tourism circuit are bat-
tling a new form of poaching, for gi-
raffe whose meat is said to be catch-
ing attraction over a range of local 
roast meat enthusiasts and definite-
ly huge demand outside, by routine 
market trends. 

What conservation units – now be-
ing beefed up by paramilitary units 
in various national parks and game 
reserves – are doing is to hunt for 
such poachers. Yet there is a way 
in which demand for an object out-
weighs controls placed around its 
being procured.

Demand for bushmeat becomes a 
threat to conservation as it brings up 
a new factor in the natural balance 
between predators and prey, as the 
market demand for such meat can 
easily overwhelm limited licenced 
hunting as it is often practiced. 

In addition, licences are usually 
available for animals whose supply 
in the natural environment is wide-
spread and in large numbers, which 
isn’t necessarily what a new market 
craze will be gunning for. In that 
case pursuing less populous varie-
ties leads to ecosystem imbalances, 
in time.

The easier method or one which 
conservation authorities are used to 
is to take the bushmeat demand as a 
problem of law and order, but they 
face a managerial problem since a 
segment of the hunting is licenced 
and another part isn’t. 

That provides leeway for mixing 
up, but when it comes to large spe-
cies like giraffe which may have a 
special protection regime in conser-
vation regulations, procedural mix 
up or negligence becomes difficult. 
Other ways of facilitating poaching 
thus come in, tied to solidity of law 
enforcement.

At the same time, bushmeat de-
mand, like the need for wood for 
charcoal, furniture or export in-
comes, is something that can be pro-
jected over time, where it isn’t the 
natural environment which forms 
the focus of time-based manage-
ment of resource exploitation. 

It is to place natural forest zones 
under community groups as in vil-
lage forest areas management, or 
private companies especially as it 
involves skills like the control of 
predators in given areas. Then the 
right sort of targeted bushmeat ani-
mals can rise in numbers.

Especially at this period where 
large scale grazing in a customary 
mode is becoming out of date with 
drought diminishing the free move-
ment of cattle herders in pursuit of 
pasture, getting such communities 
to take up portions of game con-
trolled areas and invest in ponds 
should not be difficult. 

They will have boundaries set by 
conservation authorities, where 
proactive limitation will be placed 
on the movement of animals from 
or into controlled areas, to keep 
off predators, chiefly. Cattle and gi-
raffes can live together.

That would change the way auxil-
iary game parks are managed, as a 
mixture of cattle ranches and bush-
meat zones, with an additional ad-
vantage of eliminating current wars 
of farmers and herders, where the 
roaming herders spread chaos to 
settled communities. 

This situation is unmanageable as 
conservation is strictly the keeping 
of animals, though it can regroup 
such areas into mixed prey and 
predator zones (national parks) and 
circumscribed bushmeat-cum-cat-
tle herding zones. It can be done if 
planned out well.

African politics - return of the military
  By Jibrin Ibrahim 

The time has come for Africans to reopen the 
debate on the best pathways to deepening de-
mocracy in our countries.

Post-colonial Africa has seen over 200 coup at-
tempts, with roughly half seeing the head of gov-
ernment successfully removed. The democratic 
transition of 1989 to 1994 led to a dramatic de-
cline of the unconstitutional seizure of state pow-
er. The past two years has however witnessed a 
new wave of coup d’états on the continent. The 
current trend is yet different from those of the 
1970s and 1980s. Today, we are witnessing the 
grand entry of politics by the gun.

The military seized power in Burkina Faso on 
Monday, ousting the country’s democratically 
elected president, Roch Marc Christian Kaboré. I 
was in a conference on security in the Sahel last 
November and already at that time, the conver-
sation was that the military had decided to seize 
power in the country and the only question was 
when, not if they would. The main issue was the 
government’s failure to stem jihadist attacks that 
have destabilised broad swathes of Burkina Faso, 
displaced 1.4 million people, and caused 2,000 
deaths last year alone. The general feeling in the 
country is that the time has come to try an alter-
native government. The coup leader and presi-
dent is 41-year old Lt. Col. Paul-Henri Damiba, an 
infantry officer trained in France and the United 
States. There are disturbing reports that just last 
week, he tried to convince President Kabore to 
hire the Russian Wagner paramilitary group and 
failed. What is known is that one of the first per-
sons to congratulate Damiba is Putin’s friend and 
reputed owner of the Wagner Group, Evguini 
Priggojine, who spoke of, “a new era of decolo-
nisation in Africa”. Signalling, I suspect, the sub-
stitution of the Russian for the French imperial 
power.

The Burkinabe coup was, therefore, similar to 
the one in Egypt in 2013, when the coup was an-
nounced on national television months before it 
happened. The politics of Africa has been chang-
ing dramatically in recent years, propelled by the 
return of the military to power. There had been 
an abortive coup in Burkina Faso in 2015 that 
was foiled. This time, there was no impediment. 
In this newer dispensation, a military coup was 
staged in Zimbabwe in 2017. This was followed 
by the 2019 military coup in Sudan and the 2020 
military coup in Mali. Military forces were ac-
tive in assisting power takeovers in Tunisia and 
Algeria in 2020. The same year, a military coup 
was aborted in Niger Republic. The military 
strongman in Mali was not happy with the lim-
ited powers he was constrained to in 2020 and 
did another coup in 2021, giving himself full pow-
ers. The same thing happened in Sudan in 2021, 
as the military staged another coup to take on 
full powers and break the bonds with its civil-
ian collaborators. In Chad, the 2021 coup was to 
keep power in the family, following the killing of 
strongman Idris Deby. In Burkina Faso, Mali and 
Guinea, civilians have demonstrated in favour of 
military rule and have been ready to collaborate 
with them. Clearly, there is a new generation in 
Africa that has no memory of the terrible impacts 
of military rule and in its naivety thinks that mili-
tary rule can be a political solution.

Post-colonial Africa has seen over 200 coup 
attempts, with roughly half seeing the head of 
government successfully removed. The demo-
cratic transition of 1989 to 1994 led to a dramatic 
decline of the unconstitutional seizure of state 

power. The past two years has how-
ever witnessed a new wave of coup 
d’états on the continent. The current 
trend is yet different from those of 
the 1970s and 1980s. Today, we are 
witnessing the grand entry of poli-
tics by the gun. In the Sahel, as well 
as other parts of Africa, numerous 
non-military groups have acquired 
guns and are engaged in armed 
struggle for power or sometimes just 
armed banditry. Generalised inse-
curity has become the order of the 
day and in many of our countries 
- Nigeria, Niger, Mali, Burkina Faso, 
Mozambique, Sudan, Somalia, Ken-
ya, Central African Republic, Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo and so 
on, military forces have completely 
failed to contain armed combatants 
and reduce insecurity.

Military powers have been com-
plaining in loud whispers that cor-
rupt democratic administrations 
have not been supplying them ad-
equate weaponry to deal with insur-
gents, jihadists and armed bandits. 
The response is that deep corruption 
has also penetrated the military forc-
es and they often misappropriate the 
funds given to them to execute wars.

These situations have created two 
narratives in an emerging blame 
game. Military powers have been 
complaining in loud whispers that 
corrupt democratic administrations 
have not been supplying them ad-
equate weaponry to deal with insur-
gents, jihadists and armed bandits. 
The response is that deep corruption 
has also penetrated the military forc-
es and they often misappropriate the 
funds given to them to execute wars. 
War economies have developed in 
which officers are massively enrich-
ing themselves from war efforts and 

thereby sabotaging them. The win-
ner in these situations, as it were, is 
corruption.

The more profound narrative is 
that the African situation today is 
characterised by three types of coup 
d’état. The first is the constitutional 
coup, in which serving presidents 
recklessly tear the normative frame-
work they had themselves devel-
oped and engage in tenure elonga-
tion beyond constitutional limits, 
thereby destroying the legitimacy of 
political systems. The second coup is 
engaging in massive electoral fraud 
to change electoral outcomes. There 
have been at least thirteen African 
countries in which the leaders have 
used various legal devices and politi-
cal manoeuvres to extend their ten-
ures beyond two terms since 2012.

The time has come for Africans to 
reopen the debate on the best path-
ways to deepening democracy in our 
countries... We know from our past 
experience that the military cannot 
be the solution to our democratic 
and developmental needs. What we 
need to reinforce in our political sys-
tems is the early detection of demo-
cratic derailment, so we can put the 
system back on course.

Often, it is the experience of these 
forms of coup d’état that creates the 
conditions for the third type, which 
is the military coup d’état. The re-
sult is that Africa’s robust normative 
frameworks for deterring unconsti-
tutional changes of government and 
for advancing democracy, election 
and governance have been consider-
ably weakened over time. The norms 
codified in Article 30 of the African 
Union Constitutive Act, 2002; and 
the African Charter on Democracy, 
Elections and Governance, 2012, 

have gradually lost their meaning. 
It is for this reason that the con-

demnation of military coups by the 
African Union or the Economic Com-
munity of West African States (ECO-
WAS) have very little resonance be-
cause people always ask what these 
institutions did when democratically 
elected leaders were messing up 
constitutions and/or electoral sys-
tems. Democratic culture has there-
fore been weakened considerably 
through the anti-democratic prac-
tices of ruling parties. 

Repeatedly, ECOWAS, the Afri-
can Union, and the United Nations 
Security Council have strongly con-
demned coups and called on mili-
tary forces to reinstate deposed lead-
ers and restore constitutional rule 
with no effect. Even the imposition 
of sanctions has had very little effect 
on the emerging juntas.

The time has come for Africans to 
reopen the debate on the best path-
ways to deepening democracy in our 
countries. 

The contemporary African must 
learn to read the tea leaves. Appar-
ent democrats win elections with the 
promise of democratic consolida-
tion and when they get power they 
work on dismantling the democratic 
system. 

Meanwhile, their colleagues in 
the African Union and regional or-
ganisations watch without comment 
them and only show concern when 
the military steps in. We know from 
our past experience that the military 
cannot be the solution to our demo-
cratic and developmental needs. 
What we need to reinforce in our po-
litical systems is the early detection 
of democratic derailment, so we can 
put the system back on course.
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By Carien du Plessis
 

P
resident Cyril Ramaphosa’s Sona 
wasn’t only aimed at clawing back 
votes for the ANC to prevent it from 
having to govern in a coalition in 

2024. The event was also aimed at position-
ing him for a second term ahead of the ANC’s 
elective conference at the end of this year.

Addressing a joint sitting of Parliament in 
the Cape Town City Hall on 10 February af-
ter a fire gutted the National Assembly last 
month, Ramaphosa went off script to praise 
the South African Constitution as “the best 
constitution in the world”.

This was a stab at his detractors, in the 
main Tourism Minister Lindiwe Sisulu, who 
has been making jabs at the judiciary and the 
Constitution as a way of lobbying support to 
oppose him.

For this reason too his detractors have 
hailed the alleged parliamentary arsonist, 
Zandile Mafe, as a hero. Ramaphosa used 
the fire to pitch himself as someone who will 
lead renewal in the ANC and in the country.

“There are moments in the life of a nation 
when old certainties are unsettled and new 
possibilities emerge,” he said. “In these mo-
ments, there is both the prospect of great 
progress and the risk of reversal. Today, we 
are faced with such a moment.”

His choice of guests was also a pointer to-
wards how he is positioning himself ahead 
of December.

Former speaker Max Sisulu, Lindiwe Si-
sulu’s brother, was among the guests, setting 
tongues wagging that Rampahosa was play-
ing the siblings off against each other.

Former deputy president Phumzile Mlam-
bo-Ngcuka, touted as a possible deputy 
presidential contender, and former presi-
dent Thabo Mbeki, who has been supporting 
Ramaphosa’s efforts to strengthen govern-
ment policy, were also guests.

During an ANC Progressive Business Fo-
rum breakfast the next morning, ANC treas-
urer-general Paul Mashatile made it clear 
that most of the party’s energy this year will 
be focused on its elective conference, but in 
such a way that would be winning the party 
enough votes in the 2024 general elections 
to govern outright.

“Members of the ANC feel very strongly 

Eyes on the prize: Ramaphosa steps up his second-term bid

J
AMBO for the coming week but right now I’m 
cheered with the present one because it has touched 
my heart!

For many years, I’ve been saddened to see children 
of various ages, walking long distances by the roadside 
to schools in the middle of nowhere, as huge buses and 
Lorries thunder past them. This has long been a normal 
sight, as the upcountry buses plied their trade with little 
care for the local children and their terrible journeys to 
seek out education at any cost.

Well, now something good has happened, and the me-
dia have reported that “Satellite schools have been built 
in Wasiwosi village, in Longido District, Arusha Region, 
and this has reduced the suffering of 130 students in the 
area, who were walking 75 kilometers daily, to pursue 
education in neighboring wards (and even in Kenya) and 
I hope this is just the start given the history of none com-
pliance in this area. It soon ought to be!    But for me, it’s a 
sight I should be used to by now, but I’m not.

OK, good to observe another local headline in the press, 
telling us   “Zanzibar sees slight decline in poverty” which 
was followed by “Zanzibar leases 10 small islands.”

This informs us that investments on outlying islands 
are a major theme in current policy, but like the issue of 
Changu Island some years ago, which was ilegally “bor-
rowed by the government.’’ It was a very contentious is-
sue which the locals viewed as outright theft since they 
had to suddenly start paying entry fees on “their own 
home islands” whenever they wanted to go there. But this 
has now changed, and the government has apologised, so 
let’s hope the locals are fully involved this time around.

A total of 53 local and foreign investors have been 
lined up to operate the projects, which promise to in-
clude skills and the ability to conserve the environment, 
biodiversity, cultural heritage and to ensure community 
development, said President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi in a 
televised speech to the nation recently, which  marked 58 
years of the Zanzibar Revolution.  Wonderful!

Three weeks into the new year, when returning here af-
ter christmas, I speculated as to what local pillagers with 
access to the national coffers might have netted in my 
absence, in a country where even ‘ghost workers’ could 
receive a seasonal bonus!      

And a glance through the local papers awaiting me con-
firmed it. “Revealed: How 60 bn/- was looted from govern-
ment coffers in 7 days”.  “Top NSSF executives suspended 
over embezzlement allegations”.   “Big firms caught using 
fake receipts in massive 29.2 bn/-scam,”  et cetera. 

Fast forward to today, and the media have recently re-
ported that five officials have been accused of possible fi-
nancial misappropriation of 7.63bn/- in at least five coun-
cils across the country. And according to the Minister of 

An empty belly begets empty mind: A case for feeding  school children 

State in the Presidents Office (Union 
and Environment) Selemeni Jafo,  the 
vanished  funds form part of the de-
velopment budgets for the respective 
district  councils………Shameful! 

He’s quoted as saying “the ongoing 
trend where billions of shillings can-
not br accounted for at district level 
is completely wrong, and requires se-
rious measures to halt it”.     

That’s almost an understatement, 
as this has gone on for decades, and 
seems to be in the DNA of many pub-

lic servants. So, how do we ‘factor 
that out’ in the same way as social 
policy initiatives talk of the ‘factoring 
in’ of something positive? 

Set against this haemorrage of the 
nation’s economic lifeblood, there 
are appeals to taxpayers to contrib-
ute for all manner of basic items 
that are lacking in public service, 
and schools particularly, but if there 
wasn’t so much insider pillaging, 
would this be necessary? 

I returned one year later to a press 

heading of “Zanzibar official in ral-
lying cry for school desks.” This had 
been the clarion call for decades 
here, but the voicing of it then un-
der Magufuli with his common sense 
priorities when accessing the public 
purse, made it seem inappropriate.

Well, time to go, but in scholarly 
mode, since pleas for desks are al-
ways on-going, let’s pose the ques-
tion: When is a school not a school? 
And the answer could well be…..when 
it has insufficient classrooms, no 

President Cyril Ramaphosa 

that [Ramaphosa] should make himself 
available for another term to continue 
this programme of tackling corruption,” 
Mashatile said.

This is the second time that Ramapho-
sa’s leadership has been endorsed explic-
itly on a public party platform. The first 
was at the ANC’s 110th birthday rally on 8 
January in Limpopo.

Mashatile went on to say he reckoned 
South Africa “is going to become a good 
country that investors will be attracted 
to”, and that the ANC wanted to ensure 
“that South Africa is stable and there is 
good governance in the country”.

Mashatile also said it was important 
for the ANC to get above 50% of the poll 

in 2024 because coalitions were “by their 
very nature unstable”.

For this reason it was important to pay 
attention to better service delivery, fixing 
the roads and making sure that people 
have water. Mashatile did not say this ex-
plicitly, but many in the party believe that 
Ramaphosa is the best hope the party has 
to attract the biggest share of the vote.

Ramaphosa has consistently rated high-
er than the ANC in public opinion polls.

Minister in the Presidency Mondli Gun-
gubele was also at the business breakfast 
to explain the thinking behind some of 
Ramaphosa’s speech.

Focusing on the business aspect, where 
Ramaphosa for the first time acknowl-

edged that “government does not create 
jobs” but “business creates jobs”, Gun-
gubele said getting as many people into 
employment as possible was an immedi-
ate priority, as an employed population 
was critical for security. “With the little we 
have, we must go on to create an environ-
ment for this,” he said.

Gungubele warned that poor condi-
tions could give rise to populism. “In the 
absence of these interventions, populism 
will take the charge.”

One of Ramaphosa’s lobbyists said that 
the president’s “action-oriented” speech 
showed he was preparing for a second 
term. With his detractors still struggling 
to get a single candidate to challenge 

Ramaphosa, and with Lindiwe Sisulu’s campaign still 
struggling to gain traction, most of the competition is for 
the remainder of the positions in the top six.

Mashatile himself is said to be preparing to run for dep-
uty president, but his lobbyists said it’s too early for them 
to comment.

Mashatile is close to Deputy President David Mabuza 
and is unlikely to challenge him, so he can only run once 
he has convinced Mabuza to step down.

Mashatile hinted at this when he joked that all six of the 
officials would be stepping down ahead of December “to 
allow [ANC] members to elect other people”.

This might turn out to be largely true. Ace Magashule is 
still likely to be ruled out for office in December as his cor-
ruption trial would still be ongoing, and a number of con-
tenders have already started putting up their hands for the 
position of secretary-general.

His deputy, Jessie Duarte, has been suffering from poor 
health and has indicated that she would be retiring when 
her term finishes at the end of this year.

The only two positions that are not expected to step 
down is the president, and ANC chairperson Gwede Man-
tashe.

Former minister and ANC policy head Jeff Radebe is also 
reported to have put his hand up for the deputy presi-
dent’s position – he was a contender for the Presidency in 
2017 – and was the guest of honour at a Sona viewing event 
hosted by investors in Cape Town at The Capital 15 on Or-
ange Hotel.

Ramaphosa also addressed security concerns, owning 
up to the weaknesses in government, after the release of 
the report of the expert panel into the civil unrest in July 
last year. “The expert panel found that Cabinet must take 
overall responsibility for the events of July 2021,” he said. 
“This is a responsibility that we acknowledge and accept.”

Despite this, sources say that Ramaphosa is unlikely to 
effect a major reshuffle in his Cabinet for now.

Police sources have, however, said that he was likely to 
bring axed Western Cape detective head Jeremy Vearey 
back into the fold once the process around the suspension 
of Police Commissioner Khehla Sitole has played out.

Sitole is due to face an inquiry into his fitness to hold 
office after allegations that he and his lieutenants flouted 
their duty as police officers by waylaying corruption alle-
gations.

Ramaphosa said announcements would soon be made 
on “leadership changes in a number of security agencies 
to strengthen our security structures”.

While he was delivering his speech, the president’s de-
tractors sent out notices detailing a year of activities cel-
ebrating former president Jacob Zuma’s 80th birthday. In 
the flyer, Zuma is styled as the “People’s President” and 
“the Symbol of African Liberation”. DM168

desks or seats, and a shortage of teachers.
But it seems that education officials often erect four 

walls and a roof then announce... “There we are, it’s 
nearly a school….the people can finish it.”      

 I’ve just remembered something: How much are 
MPs’ daily stipends, and what’s their budget for food? 
Because thousands of school pupils across the land go 
through the day without any sustenance at all!

And though one MP has started to campaign for 
school lunches, we should gift those involved with a 
slogaN, something like “An empty belly means an emp-
ty mind; feed the nation’s school children.”

Oh Yeah…O Yeah.

Start the Week with Cynthia Stacey

For. children to concertrate fully on their studies, they must get enough nutritious food while in school. File photo
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By Peter Fabricius

A
lmost six months after the high expectations creat-
ed by his historic landslide victory over Edgar Lungu 
and his promises of fundamental reform, Zambian 
President Hakainde Hichilema’s halo has begun slip-

ping slightly.
‘HH’, as he is widely dubbed, secured the top job on his sixth 

attempt, inspiring embattled democrats across Africa. But gov-
erning is proving even more difficult than ousting a deeply en-
trenched incumbent. 

Lungu bequeathed a mountain of problems to his successor, 
including a national debt of $14.71-billion, rocketing inflation 
and a mining sector crippled by toxic relations with private 
mining companies. He also left rampant corruption and cro-
nyism in the civil service and an authoritarian ethos in which 
opposition voices were largely suppressed.

HH has certainly addressed the last problem, as Neo Simu-
tanyi, Head of the Centre for Policy Dialogue in Lusaka, told 
ISS Today. The president engaged the public more, including 
through social media, responding to its concerns and throw-
ing open the political space. HH’s firing of the security chiefs 
who presided over Lungu’s oppressive political system was 
also praised. 

Simutanyi said even Lungu’s Patriotic Front (PF) had wel-
comed two ‘quite radical’ measures. One was the dramatic 
increase in the Constituency Development Fund, which de-
centralises much government development spending, from 1.6 
million kwacha to 25.7 million kwacha per constituency. The 
second was HH’s announcement that the government would 
employ 30,000 new teachers and 11,200 new health workers. 

Ringisai Chikohomero, a Researcher at the Institute for Secu-
rity Studies, noted on a recent trip to Zambia that the president 
had also been applauded for providing more social spending, 
free education in public schools and support for small busi-
nesses and agriculture. 

HH’s handling of corruption has received more mixed re-
views. Simutanyi said his amnesty offer to officials who re-
turned stolen money was impractical and allowed them to 
duck responsibility. When it comes to public service reform, 
HH is being criticised for not getting rid of corrupt and incom-
petent Lungu appointees and for hiring only his loyalists or of-
ficials from his stronghold regions. 

Ultimately, though, it will probably be his efforts to repair the 
shattered economy he inherited that will determine how he’s 
judged.

Honeymoon for Zambia’s Hichilema drawing to a close as economic crunch time looms

President Hakainde Hichilema declared a “new dawn” for Zambia. (Photo: Salim Dawood 

the economy, though it’s still early days. He notes concerns 
about how to pay for the vast social spending increases 
while reducing taxes. “His critics worry that he is relying 
more and more on the IMF. That would just transfer debt 
payments from the Chinese to the Bretton Woods institu-
tions. That would be trying to borrow from Peter to pay 
Paul.” 

Simutanyi also pointed out that HH hasn’t been transpar-
ent about all the loan conditions. For example, will it mean 
reducing subsidies on essentials like fuel, which would push 
up their prices?

Sishuwa was an outspoken critic of Lungu, who once 
threatened to arrest him for sedition as a result. But he’s be-
gun to lose faith in HH too — partly for his failure to root out 
corruption and his under-representative cabinet and public 
service. Sishuwa says these are biased towards loyalists and 
comprise too few women.

His criticism touches on ethical questions too, where HH 
had always been seen as a shining light. “Hichilema is slowly 
becoming a disappointment,” he recently tweeted, citing 
“intimidation of independent media; arrest of critics for 
“insulting” the president; use of state institutions to under-
mine the opposition; weakening of civil society; continued 
corruption in Govt!”

This refers among others to PF spokesperson Raphael 
Nakacinda’s arrest in December 2021 for insulting the presi-
dent and the detention of PF supporters who opposed the 
arrest. Sishuwa also criticised HH for failing to reform laws 
— like the one criminalising insults to the president — which 
underpinned Lungu’s repressive regime. 

So HH, after a promising start, seems to have faltered a 
little. Chikohomero thinks it’s too early to be disappointed 
and that some of HH’s critics aren’t considering the political 
realities he faces in reforming government from the bottom 
up. 

For instance, the president couldn’t be expected to fire 
all the anti-corruption agencies’ heads, or they would lose 
institutional memory and continuity.

Some vigilance is called for though, particularly regard-
ing political freedoms. Everyone expected HH — given his 
own experience of vicious persecution by Lungu — to get 
full marks for democracy and battle with substantial eco-
nomic challenges. 

So far he seems to be doing better on the latter than the 
former. Yet Chikohomero is right — it’s too early to judge his 
performance. 				    DM

HH has been widely praised for appointing a strong eco-
nomic team dedicated to better fiscal and monetary dis-
cipline. One of the major economic challenges is sorting 
out the mess in the mining sector, mainly copper, which 
is critical to Zambia’s recovery and prosperity. Historian 
and political commentator of Cape Town and Zambia uni-
versities, Sishuwa Sishuwa, has praised the new govern-
ment’s better mechanism for collecting mining revenues, 
which was controversial and unpredictable under Lungu.

However, he noted that HH hadn’t yet tackled the nub 
of the problem — what to do about ownership of the 
Glencore-operated Mopani Copper Mines (which Lungu’s 
government took over) and Lungu’s liquidation of the Ve-
danta-owned Konkola mines. Will HH return these mines 
to their previous owners or seek new investors?

This decision goes to the heart of economic policy and 
even ideology. HH is above all a businessman — and so the 

international investment community looks forward to his 
bringing in free-market economic principles. But mining 
companies aren’t universally popular in Zambia, so he 
mustn’t seem to be bending over backwards to please for-
eign interests.

The critical debt question remains open too. Last De-
cember the government negotiated a provisional $1.4-bil-
lion loan from the International Monetary Fund. This 
could help pay for the social services increases in the 
budget and the huge debt.

The loan is conditional though. Among others, it de-
pends on the government maintaining fiscal discipline 
and negotiating some debt relief under the G20’s Com-
mon Framework agreed in 2020 to help highly indebted 
countries like Zambia out of the Covid-19-induced finan-
cial crisis. 

Chikohomero says HH has yet to inject new life into 

Gazan chef seeks to spread Chinese food culture in local community
GAZA
 Ibrahim Badwan, one of the most famous Palestinian 

chefs in the coastal enclave, is leading a new trend in his lo-
cal community -- cooking Chinese food.

For many years, the young Palestinian man used to work 
at famous and prominent restaurants as he specialized in 
making various kinds of Arab and international dishes.

Two years ago, Badwan, as well as all Gazans, were forced 
to stay at home when the Hamas-run local authorities im-
posed a full lockdown on the region to curb the spread of 
the COVID-19 coronavirus.

The 30-year-old chef told Xinhua that he decided to in-
vest leisure time in learning new international dishes that 
he would prepare after the lockdown was over.

"The Chinese dishes were among my new interests. I like 
this cuisine so much as it contains all healthy ingredients," 
the chef said, adding "then I came up with an idea to learn 
more about this new cuisine, mainly as it is a different one 
from what our people are used to."

The chef explained that the Palestinians thought that the 
Chinese dishes were mainly based on insects, cockroaches 
and killed animals like monkeys, donkeys, dogs, and others. 
The reality is entirely different, he said.

"I found that Chinese food is very nutritional and is also 
very balanced and provides everything your body and me-
tabolism needs," he added.

Chinese cuisine is rich in vitamins and proteins, as it relies 
heavily on vegetables, meat and fish, and rice. Vegetables 
are widely included in most Chinese dishes and they are not 
fully cooked in order to retain their nutritional benefits and 
distinctive fresh taste.

The young chef was determined to 
spread the culture of Chinese cuisine 
among Gazans and joined several on-
line workshops.

"I spent about a year learning my 
new dishes... Once I finished cook-
ing, I took photos of them and posted 
them on my Facebook and Instagram 
with their names and ingredients," the 
young man said while he was standing 
at his kitchen ready to prepare a Chi-
nese dish.

"At that time, I have prepared lots of 
famous Chinese dishes, such as spring 
rolls, noodles, wonton soup, kung pao 
chicken, shrimp and fish dishes, as 
well as many other delicious dishes," 
he recalled.

When he published his Chinese 
recipes on Facebook, he received hun-
dreds of comments, with some asking 
how he managed to integrate them 
into the Palestinian culture.

"I answered their questions and told 
them about the benefits of Chinese 
food, which is very healthy and deli-
cious. The only thing we need is to ac-
cept other cultures and try them, then 
we will taste new food and recognize a 
new culture without even leaving our 
area," the man added.

Now, he organizes dozens of work-
shops to teach others how to prepare 
Chinese food and adopt it at home to 
enjoy its rare and unique taste.

Samah al-Masri, a Gaza-based wom-
an in her 30s, was one of the chef's 
students. She told Xinhua that she was 
happy to adopt a new recipe on her 
food table, after finishing her lessons 
with Badwan.

"Some Chinese dishes are compat-
ible with the Palestinian culture, es-
pecially those characterized by spicy 
taste," the woman said, adding that 
"the Chinese cuisine is healthier and 
helps us keep our weights."

The young chef hopes to open a res-
taurant in Gaza specializing in Chinese 
cuisine, and have the opportunity to 
import all Chinese ingredients from 
broad to let Gazans enjoy its original 
taste. It is difficult for Gazans to find all 
the Chinese ingredients in the coastal 
enclave, which pushes them to find al-
ternatives.

"Gaza is a tourism area and someday 
we will have a chance to live in peace 
and we will receive the tourists around 
the world, then I will let them enjoy 
these dishes for sure," the chef said. 

			   XinhuaIbrahim Badwan, a chef, displays Chinese dishes at Mzaaq centre for culinary arts education, in 
Gaza City, Feb. 6, 2022. Xinhua
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national news

By Correspondent Friday Simbaya, 
Iringa

 AMNESTY International (AI) 
has commended the Tanzanian 
government for lifting ban of 
four newspapers, saying the 
move is to excel media freedom.

AI comments came barely 
few days when the Minister for 

Information, Communications 
and Information Technology, 
Nape Nnauye lifted a ban on 
the four newspapers—Tanzania 
Daima, Mawio, MwanaHalisi 
and Mseto.

AI said that on Tanzanian au-

thorities must do more to guar-
antee media freedom going for-
ward.

“Over the past six years, being 
a journalist or running a media 
organization in Tanzania has 
come with a price. Numerous 

newspapers have been target-
ed and shut down for expos-
ing cases of corruption and 
human rights violations,” said 
Sarah Jackson, Amnesty Inter-
national’s Deputy Director for 
East Africa, the Horn and the 

Great Lakes.
 “Now that the ban on these 

newspapers has been lifted, 
the Tanzanian authorities 
must immediately repeal the 
Media Services Act to ensure 
that independent media out-

lets can operate freely, and 
carry out their work without 
fear of reprisals. This is essen-
tial for the enjoyment of the 
rights to freedom of expres-
sion and access to informa-
tion.”

The Tanzanian authorities 
have used the Media Services 
Act and the Newspaper Act to 
shut down, fine or suspend 
independent and critical me-
dia outlets for publishing or 
broadcasting allegations of 
corruption and human rights 
violations or reporting on 
general issues of governance.

AI lauds Tanzania for lifting newspaper ban

By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

THE World Vegetable Centre has 
called on residents in East, Central 
and Southern Africa to increase in-
take of vegetables in order to protect 
their health, especially children.

The appeal was made here yes-
terday by the Centre’s Eastern and 
Southern Regional Director, Dr Ga-
briel Rugalema, as he talked to re-
porters and expressed concern on 
insignificant intake of greens and 
fruits in this part of Africa.  People 
were unduly missing balanced diets, 
he said.

“Researches show that Africa pro-
duces a lot of starchy foods. The con-
sequence is that our staple foods in 
this part of Africa are cereals because 
we grow a lot of them. There is too 
much starch in our diets while we 
do not care much about eating fruits 

and vegetables. We want urgent be-
havioural change in this aspect to im-
prove health of millions of people,” 
he said.  

African families have no good 
reasons for failing to eat vegetables 
because, Dr Rugalema said, on the 
whole vegetables are readily avail-
able in this part of the world. “Our 
centre’s paramount task is to re-
search on, educate and encourage 
people to eat vegetables in order to 
protect health, especially children’s 
health.”  He explained that mere eat-
ing of vegetables in the right way and 
right amounts protects automatically 
people from getting many diseases 
related to food nutrients deficiency.

He explained that the centre, start-
ed in 1971, undertakes researches 
on different types of fruits and veg-
etables, especially eggplants, okra, 
roselle, amaranth, tomatoes and pep-

Centre for increased vegetable 
intake to protect human health

World Vegetable Centre’s Eastern and Southern Regional Director, Dr Gabriel Rugalema, briefs journalists on the activi-
ties done by the centre in ensuring that vegetable and fruit sectors do in strengthening the importance use of improved 
seeds as well as encouraging the intake of greens and fruits in the region. Photo: Guardian Correspondent.

per so that quality seeds can reach 
farmers.  When farmers will use 
quality seeds they will get bumper 
harvests of quality vegetables, flood 
markets with vegetables and finally 
families will get vegetables at com-
petitive prices, he explained.

Dr Rugalema said the centre is re-
searching on spices so that farmers 
can get quality seeds and grow crops 
for local and foreign markets. “We 
know the market for spices is big, in 
and outside Tanzania.  We want small 
and medium entrepreneurs to seize 
this opportunity and grow their busi-
ness,” he said, adding that serious 
vegetable growing will inevitably cre-
ate jobs for millions in the region.

He said the centre enjoys good co-
operation from the government and 
the Southern Agricultural Growth 
Corridor of Tanzania (Sagcot) in en-
couraging people to grow vegetables.

Last week Sagcot and the Alliance 
for a Green Revolution in Africa 
(AGRA) organised jointly here train-
ing for seed stakeholders in which 
the seed policy and farming laws 
were reviewed and recommenda-
tions made.

By Guardian Reporter

THE government is imple-
menting a number of strategies 
including the Leprosy Strategic 
Plan to achieve the goals of re-
ducing Tuberculosis (TB) cases 
by 50 per cent and number of 
deaths by 75 per cent by 2025.

Other initiatives include revis-
ing the TB diagnostic algorithm 
by incorporating artificial intel-
ligence technology into digital 
X-rays installed in all regional 
referral and district hospitals.

Chief Medical Officer Dr Aifel-
lo Sichwale made the remarks 
over the weekend when open-
ing a meeting for reviewing 
implementation of community-
based tuberculosis interven-
tions for eight regions receiving 
funds from the Global Fund on 
HIV/Aids, Malaria and Tubercu-
losis, administered by the World 
Bank.

Dr Sichwale said the govern-
ment will by the end of this year 
introduce ‘TrueNat’ machines at 
health centre and dispensaries 
and strengthen TB and leprosy 
outreach services through mo-
bile van clinics in all regions, 
prioritizing vulnerable TB 

groups such as small-scale min-
ers, fishermen, prisoners and 
drug users.

He said the ministry in collab-
oration with stakeholders has 
continued to implement its fifth 
Strategic Plan (HSSP V) which 
aims at controlling communica-
ble diseases including TB as well 
as financing the TB and leprosy 
programme, mobilising fund 
from different partners inside 
and outside the country

The ministry’s 2021 data 
shows that last year a total of 
87,119 TB cases were notified 
and initiated treatment, equiva-
lent to 97 per cent of an expect-
ed level of 89,985 TB infection 
cases, he said. 

A total of 445 drug resistant 
TB cases were diagnosed and 
placed on treatment, amount-
ing to around 52 per cent of pro-
jected cases of that sort, while 
13,715 children - around 16 per 
cent of projections - were diag-
nosed and placed in treatment, 
he elaborated.

TB patients who started treat-
ment in 2020 showed 95 per 
cent being treated successfully, 
3.3 per cent succumbing to 
death, and 1 per cent lost fol-

low up. The failure rate and those 
who were not evaluated come to 
less than 1 per cent of total cases, 
he declared.

The government recognizes 
the role played by the non-gov-
ernmental organization, Man-
agement and Development for 
Health (MDH) in the provision of 
health services through Global 
Fund support, he stated.

MDH is implementing tuber-
culosis control interventions in 
Mara, Kagera, Ruvuma, Mbeya, 
Shinyanga, Simiyu and Tanga re-
gions.

MDH director David Sando said 
the agency has helped in identifi-
cation of new TB cases, as it iden-
tified 56 per cent of total TB cases 
in 2019, 61 per cent in 2020 and 
55 per cent in 2021.

With funding from the United 
States Presidential Fund Against 
Malaria (PEPFAR) through the 
Centre for Disease Control (CDC), 
MDH purchased ‘Gene Xpert’ 
machines distributed to health 
centres in Dar es Salaam, Kigoma, 
Kagera, Geita and Coast regions, 
he said.

A total of 1,140 cooler boxes 
have been distributed, with al-
lowances paid to 1,680 commu-

nity health workers in 56 districts 
countrywide, he further noted, 
elaborating that household con-
tact tracing was conducted in 56 
districts in seven regions. Work-
ing tools were handed to the 
community health workers and 
560 traditional healers, he stated.

MDH faces a number of chal-
lenges including shortage of Gen-
eXpert cartridges and sputum 
containers, while it also requires 
vehicles for outreach services 
especially TB diagnosis, he ex-
plained.

The Global TB Report 2021 is-
sued by the World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) indicates that Tan-
zania is among 30 countries with 
a high TB burden, with the 30 
countries accounting for 87 per 
cent of TB patients worldwide. 
Globally, there were 9.9m new TB 
patients, with 1.4m patients (14 
per cent) dying during the year, 
it said.

Tanzania is estimated to have 
133,000 TB cases, where 85,597 
patients were diagnosed and 
treated in 64 per cent treatment 
coverage. This contrasts from 
82,166 patients treated in 2020, 
standing at 59 per cent of diag-
noses cases, he added.

Govt in drive to curb TB by 50pct in 2025

 

By Saidi Ahmed

THERE is a saying that information is power. 
The notion behind this saying raises so much am-
biguity. 

It’s being described as the ability to influence 
others based on the control of the dissemination 
of information and as well as control of the dis-
semination of information that is important to 
subordinate, and others yet not otherwise easily 
obtained. 

It’s about personal or collective power that is 
based on controlling information needed by oth-
ers in order to reach an important goal.  

Our society is now reliant on information pow-
er as knowledge for influence, decision making, 
credibility, and control. 

The guiding principle for economic growth 
only considers from increasing the quality and 
quantity of the factors of production, which con-
sist of four broad types: land, labor, capital, and 
entrepreneurship for the country to propel eco-
nomically.  These are called the four factors of 
economic growth, which considers the increase 
or improvement in the inflation-adjusted market 
value of the goods and services produced by an 
economy over time. 

Where, statisticians conventionally measure 
such growth as the percent rate of increase in 
the real gross domestic product, or real GDP. 
These statisticians and macroeconomists rely on 
the stipulated information. Wrong information 
means incorrect economic growth.  

Economically, countries with massive informa-
tion or data on specific matters of interest have 
vast ability to economic growth. This goes down 
to personal economic development. A person 
with enough information is in good position to 
develop economically.  

In currently globalised world most developed 
countries rely on information issued on varied 
platforms that issue substantive information for 
investment purposes. These include stock ex-
change markets. Stock markets are venues where 
buyers and sellers meet to exchange equity 
shares of public corporations. 

However, not all information can useful or 
proper presented by content creators. This is to 
say, a specific knowledge is required to affirm the 
well-articulated content: financial journalism. 

According to Carolina Business News Initia-
tive Financial, financial journalism is the part of 
journalism that tracks, records, analyses and 
interprets the business, economic and financial 
activities and changes that take place in societies. 
It covers topics widely purview of all commercial 
activities related to the economy. 

This area of journalism provides news and fea-
ture articles about people, places and issues relat-
ed to the business sectors. Detailed and in-depth 
business journalism may appear in publications, 
radio, and television channels dedicated specifi-
cally to business and financial journalism. 

Professor in Business Journalism, Jeffrey Tim-
mermans tells that on fundamental level, financial 
journalism provides information to individuals 
that helps them make informed economic choices 
and understand how those choices impact their fi-
nancial situation within the context of the broader 
political economy.  

Prof. Timmermans adds that in its earliest it-
erations, in the 16th century, financial journalism 
consisted of little more than the publication of 

prices of commodities or other goods for sale. As 
trade and commerce expanded over the following 
centuries, so did the role and content of financial 
journalism. 

According to Amy Borrett, a data journalist once 
said: “From my experience, financial journalists do 
a huge range of things depending on where they 
work and what they cover. The common ground 
is an ability to take complex facts about the worlds 
of business, economics and finance and convey 
that information concisely and accurately to their 
audience. Often this revolves around things like 
the stock market and company reports, but there 
is a money-related angle to most stories when you 
think about it.”

The renowned financial journalists include 
Marjorie Deane MBE strongly encouraged young 
people to become financial journalists, where she 
donated £1 million to launch the Marjorie Deane 
Foundation. The Foundation offers Financial Jour-
nalism scholarships at City, University of London. 

Conferring to Prof. Timmermans, the nobility of 
the financial journalism is its ability to provide reli-
able information about prevailing business condi-
tions. The financial journalism has developed in a 
mostly symbiotic, albeit occasionally combative, 
relationship for hundreds of years.  

 “The focus of financial journalism is quite con-
sistent no matter what country or language it is 
published in: broadly defined, financial journalism 
encompasses news about financial markets, mac-
roeconomic data and trends, government eco-
nomic policy, corporate news (especially earnings 
announcements), personal finance, and commen-
tary about all of the above,” Prof. Timmermans 
recounts.  

Among the universities offer the financial jour-
nalism include the distinguished City, University 
of London. The university offers courses that de-
velop skills and knowledge needed to work in fast-
paced multimedia newsrooms around the world. 
Further, the course equips professionals from 
breaking important stories on global finance and 
writing about consumer affairs to covering some 
of the largest companies and financial markets 
and conducting in-depth investigations. 

The university offers a unique insight into global 
business through study trips that help profession-
als get to grips with global economics and stock 
markets such as the Hang Seng Index and Wall 
Street. 

The Bloomberg Media Initiative Africa once 
said: “The reporting of business and financial jour-
nalists plays an important role in the economic de-
velopment of Africa. Their articles inform citizens, 
investors, business executives, civil society leaders 
and public officials. Comprehensive, accurate cov-
erage promotes transparency, accountability, and 
good governance, which contribute to economic 
growth and greater prosperity.” 

Therefore, for any society to propel economi-
cally we need to have in place a pool of financial 
journalists who will be able to tell stories basis on 
comprehensive and accurate in order to contrib-
ute to economic growth and greater prosperity of 
the nation. 

Saidi Ahmed is a seasoned writer on devel-
opment and economic issues. He is among 
the first delegates who attended the Bloomb-
erg Media Initiative Africa (BMIA) Financial 
Journalism Training (FJT) Program Intake 1 
in Tanzania. 

Financial journalism has a noble 
role to play in economic growth  
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the festival of christian church
 celebrating the resurrection of 
christ
someone dejected 
a small, narrow river 
intense sorrow 
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mate and then produce offspring
shed tears 
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harmony in opinion or feelings
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CLUES: Down
achieved without great effort 
a sudden powerful forward 
movement 
messages send electronically 
Italy’s capital 
Hellenic Republic 
rub out 
Paris is the capital city 
the formal union of a man and a 
woman 
barking and howling animal 
a long, narrow strap attached at 
one hand to a horse’s bit, typical-
ly used in pairs to guide or check 
a horse in riding or driving 
Yemen’s Capital 
Capital city of Italy 
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W
omen remain under-represent-
ed in science careers and re-
search all over the world. There 
are several reasons for this, in-

cluding stereotypes about what kind of work 
women “can” or “should” do; patriarchal atti-
tudes; and a lack of support for women pur-
suing science, technology, engineering and 
maths (STEM) careers.

This isn’t just an abstract concern. Gender 
equality matters for many sound reasons. For 
one, it’s enshrined in international human 
rights law and it is one of the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals.

It also makes good economic sense for coun-
tries to invest in and fully utilise their total 
populations. Inclusive scientific leadership in 
which women are equally represented is best 
suited to the needs of modern society. Plus, 
valuing diversity and multiple perspectives 
sparks creativity and innovation. Both are im-
portant hallmarks of scientific endeavour. 

So, how are the world’s science academies 
and international disciplinary associations do-
ing when it comes to getting – and keeping – 
women on board as members and leaders. 

That’s what we set out to examine in our 
new study. We focused on science academies 
and disciplinary unions because together, 
these organisations represent a large propor-
tion of global scientific endeavour. They have 
the potential to be powerful change-makers 
and leaders.

The study followed a 2015 survey on gender 
inclusion in academies. This allowed us to pin-
point whether and how academies had made 
any progress in certain areas. 

There were some encouraging findings: for 
example, women’s membership of academies 
increased from 13% to 17% and women’s lead-
ership on governing bodies from 21% to 29%. 
Young academies, which generally represent 
early career scientists, fared far better than 
their senior counterparts, which is a promis-
ing sign for the future.

But there’s still plenty for young academies 

to do. Most still have less than a quarter wom-
en’s representation, though there was one 
bright spot: South Africa’s Young Academy of 
Science is ranked highest in the world when it 
comes to female membership; 57% of its mem-
bers are women.

The report sets out several recommenda-
tions for furthering gender representation 
and equality globally. These include develop-
ing and maintaining a central repository of 
gender-related policies and actions as well as 
working intensively with disciplinary associa-
tions where improvement is needed in wom-
en’s representation.

Key findings
The study was coordinated by GenderInSITE 

(Gender in Science, Innovation, Technology 
and Engineering), an initiative aimed at pro-
moting the role of women in these disciplines 
and demonstrating how the application of a 
“gender lens” leads to more effective, equita-
ble and sustainable development. It was a col-
laboration with the InterAcademy Partnership 
and the International Science Council.

The academies and disciplinary organisa-
tions surveyed are all members of the Inte-
rAcademy Partnership or the International 
Science Council. In total, they represent more 
than 250 unique organisations. That means 
the results we collected provide important 
baseline information for taking transformative 
action at a global level. 

Here are some of the key findings:
Young academies are setting the pace when 

it comes to gender equality. On average, 
women’s share of their membership is 42%; 
ten young academies are ranked ahead of the 
highest ranked senior academy in terms of 
percentage of women members.

The highest ranked senior academy is the 
Academy of Sciences of Cuba. It increased its 
share from 27% in 2015 to 33% in 2020.

There are big disciplinary differences in 
women’s representation. This perpetuates fa-

Science academies and disciplinary groups have work to do on gender equality

miliar patterns evident also in women’s 
representation in research fields. For 
instance, representation was relatively 
higher in biological sciences (28%) and 
social sciences, humanities and arts 
(27%). It was lowest in the mathematical 
sciences (8%).

The Tanzania Academy of Sciences 
was among those academies that grew 
their representation of female scientists 
the most, increasing from 4% in 2015 to 
12% in 2020. The Ethiopian Academy of 
Sciences now has the lowest represen-
tation of women members on the conti-
nent, at 9%. 

We also found a big divide between 
actions and words. For instance, 68% of 
international disciplinary organisations 
said they were committed to diversity 
and inclusivity. But only 32% said they 
were taking action by, for instance, devel-
oping policies that would drive diversity 
and inclusion. Only 16% of these organisa-
tions reported that they had a budget for 
activities related to gender equality.

One of our most disappointing findings 
was that only six science academies of the 
72 that participated last time discussed 
the 2015 survey report and its recommen-
dations at a strategic planning session. 
This has prompted us to recommend 
that the IAP and ISC establish centralised 
monitoring and evaluation frameworks 
that require regular reporting of gender 
statistics by their member organisations.

Recommendations
The new survey contains a number 

of recommendations, which Gender-
InSITE, the InterAcademy Partnership 

and the International Science Council 
are committed to taking forward.

One of our next steps is to extend the 
survey to other global science organisa-
tions. 

This will contribute to a more inclu-
sive and comprehensive understanding 
of gender equality in global science. The 
report also recommends developing and 
maintaining a central repository of gen-
der-related policies and actions as a way 
of encouraging those organisations com-
mitted to gender transformation to learn 
from best practice examples.

GenderInSITE, the InterAcademy Part-
nership and the International Science 
Council have all committed to using 
their regional presences to gain insights 
and advance the gender equality agen-
da. This is especially so in countries or 
regions that are lagging. The same sort 
of work will be undertaken in disciplines 
that have been found wanting in terms 
of women’s representation.

Our three organisations will also es-
tablish centralised monitoring and eval-
uation frameworks that require regular 
reporting of relevant gender statistics by 
our member organisations. This report-
ing will happen at a high strategic level. 
In this way, we hope that gender trans-
formation is prioritised.

It’s also important to note that we’re 
not merely focusing on numbers, since 
these are only part of the picture. Sci-
ence academies and disciplinary or-
ganisations are also being encouraged to 
focus on making diversity and inclusion 
central to their institutional cultures.The 
Conversation		   IPS

It makes good economic sense for countries to invest in and fully utilise their total populations. 
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BUSINESS Share of private sector external 
debt stock up, govt down 2021

 By Guardian Reporter

THE share of private 
sector debt to total 
external debt grew 
substantially during 

the year ending December, 
signalling increased demand 
for cash among private firms, 
as the economy was recovering 
from the impact of Covid-19 
pandemic.

According to the ministry of 
finance provisional data, the 
share of private sector grew to 
$7.36 billion, which is 26.4% of 
total external debt in 2021 from 
revised $5.49 billion or 22.9% of 
total debt in 2020.

Tanzania’s total external debt 
stock by December 2021 stood 
at $27.9 billion from $24.0 billion 
recorded I December 2020.

The growth also pushed up 
the share of commercial debt 
to total external debt to $9.27 
billion or 33.2% in 2021 from 
$7.62 billion or 31.8% in 2020. 

Nearly all private sector 
borrowings are from external 
commercial lenders, which also 
indicate increased confidences 
to the recovering economy of 
Tanzania.

This happened when the 
share of central government 
debt stock experienced the 
decline as report shows during 
the year 2021 it was 73.5% from 
76.9% in December 2020.

Bulyanhulu Gold to pay 13.9bn/- to acquire six licences
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 By Correspondent Geoffrey Nangai

THE Fair Competition Commission 
(FCC) has received a merger 
application notification from Barrick 
Gold’s Bulyanhulu Gold Mine to 
acquire six prospective licenses from 
the Mineral Industry and Consulting 
Company Limited (Target firm).

The Licences are located in areas 
adjacent to the Bulyanhulu mine and 
have the potential to add significant 
mineral reserves to Barrick’s asset base 
in Tanzania.

Upon regulatory approval by 
the FCC, Bulyanhulu will acquire 
from a 100 per cent % interest in six 
prospecting licensees held by Target 
firm with the transaction and Private 
Placement expected finalized in the 
first quarter of 2022.

Under the terms of the Purchase 
Agreement, Bulyanhulu is entitled to 
pay $6 million (approximately 13.9bn/-

) for the six prospective licensees plus 
other contingent payments.

 Bulyanhulu will also be required 
to invest a minimum of $9 million 
(approximately 20.9bn/-) in the 
Licence Area over the course of the 
four years following the closing of the 
Transaction.

Concurrently with the execution of 
the Purchase Agreement, Bulyanhulu 
agreed to subscribe for, on a non-
brokered private placement basis, 
5,518,764 of common shares of Tembo 
at a price of C$0.27 per common share

Bulyanhulu Gold Mine is a joint 
venture between Barrick and the 
Government of Tanzania, with Barrick 
having an 84 percent shareholding 
while Government owns the remaining 
16 percent shares.

According to a public notice issued 
by FCC yesterday, the merging firms 
submitted Asset Purchase Agreement 
dated December 7, 2021 with 

Bulyanhulu expressing its intention to 
acquire six prospecting licensees from 
Target firm.

According to the Fair Competition 
Act, 2003, FCC is mandated to 
investigate entry into and exit from 
markets.

 FCC’s decision will be based on 
the investigation made ensures that 
rights and interests of third parties are 
wholly protected as well as the effect of 
the merger in the market.

“FCC has begun the review 
and investigation of the intended 
acquisition with a view to examine 
whether it is likely to harm 
competition,” the public notice said.

The FCC called upon the public 
(petitioners) who deem themselves 
as having sufficient interest inj the 
merger or have objections to the 
merger to submit their petitions with a 
view to assist FCC in reaching just and 
reasonable decisions with regard to 

the intended merger.
“All petitioners are hereby notified 

to submit their petitions within 14 
days from the first publication of the 
notice,” according to the statement.

Bulyanhulu on December 7, 2021 
entered into a binding agreement with, 
Tembo Gold Corp the Mineral Industry 
Promotion and Consulting Company 
Limited (“MIPCCL”), a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Tembo, in respect of 
the acquisition of certain prospecting 
licenses.

The Barrick president and chief 
executive Mark Bristow in a statement 
last year said the acquisition was 
a significant step forward in the 
company’s strategy of increasing 
its investment in new growth 
opportunities in Tanzania and a 
further demonstration of the value-
creation potential of its partnership 
with the government.

Rate hikes pose 
bigger threat for 
Europe’s debt

  London

Investors in European bonds are 
heading into this rate-hike cycle more 
vulnerable than they’ve ever been 
before, suggesting that the painful 
selloff of recent weeks could be only 
the beginning.

Bonds have tumbled this month as 
the highest inflation in decades spurs 
traders and bank analysts to outdo 
each other in betting on ever more 
hikes from the Federal Reserve and 
European Central Bank. The latter is 
now seen taking its key rate back to 0% 
this year.

Even though ECB chief Christine 
Lagarde has tried to push back on 
expectations for the euro zone, sharp 
moves in long maturity debt from 
Germany to the likes of Deutsche Bahn 
AG and Nestle SA are bringing into 
question the “haven” status of these 
securities.

The driving force behind this is a 
metric known as duration -- a measure 
of the sensitivity of bonds to rate hikes. 
That’s jumped after years of cheap 
borrowing costs and vast liquidity 
led borrowers to take advantage by 
extending their maturities.

For European government bonds it’s 
now 8.27 years, more than two years 
higher than the last time the European 
Central Bank hiked rates in July 2011, 
according to Bloomberg index data. 
The corresponding figure for euro 
high-grade corporate debt is a year 
higher at 5.13 years.

“As of now, it’s the front-end that has 
suffered the most in the recent selloff,” 

said John Taylor, a portfolio manager at 
AllianceBernstein who manages $5.4 
billion of funds. “As the focus shifts to 
the impact of quantitative tightening, 
the market price will start to price in 
more of a term premium for longer 
term debt in the 10s and 30s.”

Taylor’s funds are increasing cash 
and other floating rate instruments 
that are removed from rates and 
credit market volatility. A key gauge 
of expected price swings for the bond 
market -- one-year options on two-year 
volatility -- rose to the highest level 
since 2011 this week. “There isn’t a safe 
haven right now. So staying out of the 
market for the next month or two isn’t 
the worst thing,” he said.

Reflecting Taylor’s sentiment, the 
cash glut in the euro-area economy 
rose to a record above 4.5 trillion euros 
($5.1 billion) this month.

Amundi SA, Europe’s biggest 
fund manager, has also sounded a 
warning. In a recent note, the firm 
recommended that investors maintain 
a short duration bias since traditional 
bond benchmarks face the challenges 
of low yields and high duration risk.

While the rates and investment-
grade debt markets are usually the first 
in line of fire during a hiking cycle, the 
increase in duration means that this 
time could be particularly brutal.

“All the assets that have benefited 
from the extraordinary stimulus 
have higher duration now and are 
vulnerable,” said Pierre Verle, a 
high-yield debt portfolio manager at 
Carmignac Gestion SA, with $1.5 billion 
of assets under his purview.

China’s insurance 
sector reports steady 
expansion in 2021

 Beijing

China’s insurance sector has main-
tained steady expansion and remained 
solvent last year, according to the coun-
try’s banking and insurance regulator.

The total assets of Chinese insurers 
amounted to 24.9 trillion yuan (about 
3.91 trillion U.S. dollars) at the end of De-
cember, up 11.5 percent from the begin-
ning of 2021, said the China Banking and 
Insurance Regulatory Commission.

Specifically, the total assets of prop-
erty insurance companies, life insurance 

companies and reinsurance companies 
went up 6 percent, 12.4 percent and 22.2 
percent, respectively.

In 2021, insurers’ premium income 
increased 4.1 percent year on year to 4.5 
trillion yuan.

The comprehensive solvency adequa-
cy ratio of insurers, a key metric to meas-
ure their ability to meet debt and other 
obligations, stood at 240 percent at the 
end of the third quarter of 2021. The av-
erage core solvency ratio was 227.3 per-
cent, data showed. 

The Bank of Tanzania 
monthly economic review for 
January shows that transport 
and communication 
accounted for the large 
share of the use of external 

borrowing with 23.1% in 2021, 
the highest than any other 
economic activity.

The report shows energy 
and mining also absorbed 
the highest share of external 

borrowing with 16.1 percent 
in 2021, higher than 14.4% in 
2020.

The share of finance and 
insurance increased to 5.7% or 
$1.43 billion in 2021 from 5.1% 

($1.10 billion) in 2020. 
According to the report, 

the amount of central 
government debt increased 
to $20.5 billion in 2021 from 
$18.4 billion recorded in 
2020.

The use of external 
borrowing by central 
government debt included 
social welfare and education 
with 16.1% and balance of 
payment and budget support 
which accounted for 12.3% of 
total external debt.

The share of external debt 
to agriculture slowed to 5.3% 
of total debt in 2021 ($1.34 
billion) from 6.4% ($1.38 
billion) in 2020.

Export credit also 
recorded growth of nearly 
half during reported period 
as the amount went up to 
$3.86 billion or 13.8% in 2021 
from $2.67 billion or 11.1% 
recorded in 2020.

According to ministry of 
finance, central government 
sources external debts 
mostly from multilateral 
and bilateral of which their 
shares also slowed during 
the reported period.

The share of multilateral 
debt decreased to 44.8% in 
2021 from 48.6% in 2020 
while those of bilateral 
slowed to 8.1% from 9.1% 
respectively.

Bulyanhulu Gold Mine site

ECB chief Christine Lagarde
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Government collects 11.8tr/- 
in first half of FY 2021/2022

 Sydney

Investors in the world’s biggest 
mining companies will this month be 
watching for signs that mounting cost 
pressures and the impacts of slowing 
Chinese growth could further erode 
record earnings.

Miners are likely to report a drop 
in profits. The top-five western diver-
sified mining companies, including 
iron-ore giants Rio Tinto Group, Vale 
SA and BHP Group Ltd., may see com-
bined 2021 second-half earnings of 
$73 billion, according to analysts’ esti-
mates, compared to $82 billion in the 
first half.

Although elevated prices for metals 
mean profits remain robust on a his-
torical basis, the dip is reflective of the 
headwinds that developed over the 
period.

“That’s going to be a theme: With 
the bumper profits that they’re enjoy-
ing, they are rewarding shareholders 
with dividends rather than ploughing 
it back into expansion,” said David 
Bassanese, chief economist at fund 
manager BetaShares in Sydney. “That 
shows that there’s not a lot of confi-
dence” for the longer-term, with un-
certainty about China at the forefront 
of concerns, he said.

Threats to economic growth in the 
world’s largest metals consumer are 
clouding the outlook for miners -- and 
especially iron-ore companies.

China’s property market, which 
consumes around a third of the coun-
try’s steel output, has been cooling 
-- Bloomberg Intelligence expects 
new home starts to decline by 5% this 
year. And Beijing’s bid to cling to its 
Covid-zero status, even as regional 
outbreaks become more frequent, is 
the X factor that’s likely giving some 
resource executives sleepless nights.

The pandemic has been a double-
edged sword for the mining sector 
over the six months to Dec. 31. On the 
positive side of the ledger, the trillions 
of dollars in stimulus packages ignited 
demand for commodities like iron 
ore, copper and aluminum, driving 
prices sharply higher and sending in-
flation pressures rippling through the 
global economy.

On the negative: rising operating 
costs are set to be a feature of the lat-
est set of reports. Labor shortages are 
becoming an increasing challenge to 
ore producers in the Pilbara region 
of Western Australia, a state which 
remains subject to strict borders con-
trols to keep the Covid-19 out. Supply 
chain bottlenecks have also seen glob-
al shipping rates ratchet higher.

BHP and Rio have said that a lack 
of workers in key roles are having an 
impact on their operations. Fortescue 
Metals Group Ltd., the world’s No. 4 
ore producer, reported last month 
that its costs had risen 20% over the 
past 12 months driven primarily by 
rising fuel prices and labor shortages.

Vale is expected to have offset vol-
atile ore prices by selling down its 
stockpiles and getting some cost re-
lief last quarter. Still, the market will 
be wary of the potential for increased 
provisions for remedial action follow-
ing the Samarco dam disaster.

Largest 
miners to 
see record 
profits slip 

Brewery plan to recruit more young scientists

 Riyadh

Saudi Arabia transferred 
a stake worth about $80 
billion in state oil giant Ara-
mco to the kingdom’s wealth 
fund as part of plans to 
boost its assets under man-
agement to over $1 trillion in 
four years.

The transfer of 4% in Ara-
mco to the Public Invest-
ment Fund would also help 
restructure the country’s 
economy, state-run Saudi 
Press Agency reported, cit-
ing de factor ruler Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man. The government will 
still be the largest share-
holder in Aramco, with a 
more than 94% stake.

The move follows people 
familiar with the matter say-
ing last week that Saudi Ara-
bia held talks with advisers 
on a potential second offer-
ing of Aramco stock, which 
could bring in more than 
than its initial IPO. Aramco’s 
2019 initial public offering 
-- in which it sold about 2% 
of its stock on the Riyadh 
bourse -- raised almost $30 
billion.

The money was trans-
ferred to the sovereign 
wealth fund and was meant 
to support investments to 
shift the biggest Arab econo-
my away from a reliance on 
oil sales.

The soaring price of oil 

Saudi Arabia transfers $80bn Aramco stake to wealth fund

 By Guardian Correspondent

Young male and female 
science graduates have some-
thing to smile, after Serengeti 
Breweries Limited announced 
plan to recruit dozens of them 
in its workforce through STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, and Mathematics) Ap-
prentice Program.

Furthermore, SBL’s ambi-
tious program is aligned with 
the government’s campaign to 
increase the number of young 

females who pursue scientific 
careers by expanding the num-
ber of science schools for girls 
across the country. The compa-
ny has said in a press statement 
issued today.

A statement issued by the 
brewery said the program 
involves recruitment a large 
number of ambitious young 
females to join the company 
for twelve months with a Bach-
elor’s degree/higher diploma 
or equivalent in the fields of 

electrical engineering, elec-
tronics engineering, mechani-
cal engineering, mechatronic 
engineering, food science and 
technology.

Saraphina Mwamaso, SBL 
brand change manager says 
STEM program has so far re-
cruited ten young female sci-
entists from different colleges 
in Tanzania.  

She said the program has 
also uplifted and enlightened 
young females through men-

torship and coaching. 
“Our aim is to improve and 

strengthen gender diversity 
in SBL especially in supply by 
having inclusive talent pipe-
line,’ she said.

A graduate student in Elec-
tronics and Telecommunica-
tion from Dar Es Salaam In-
stitute of Technology (DIT), 
Flora Munuo, who has benefit-
ed from STEM apprentice said 
“It is critical to recognize the 
contributions of women and 

girls in science because greater 
diversity fosters greater inno-
vation.

“There are a large number of 
us who are capable of discover-
ing new concepts and applica-
tion. I am extremely grateful 
that SBL recognized my poten-
tial and accepted me into the 
program,” she said.

RukiaTezura, a University of 
Dar es Salaam graduate with 
a degree in Telecommunica-
tions Engineering said ‘from 

where I’m standing today, I be-
lieve any brilliant young female 
in science can do the same 
thing.”’ 

She added “we must have 
the confidence to take ad-
vantage of opportunities like 
these, which will allow them to 
chart a new course for them-
selves in the STEM fields in the 
future. Come out and show up 
what you can,’ is my pledge to 
all of the young women who 
will hear this.”

 By Guardian Reporter

T
he government col-
lected a total of 
11.8tril/- during the 
first half of 2021/22 

financial year, which is more 
than 2tril/- below the estimat-
ed 13.08tril/-.

During the current financial 
year, the government targets 
to collect revenue, from both 
central and local government 
amounting 26.38tril/-.

This means that Tanzania 
Revenue Authority (TRA) has 
to put more efforts to collect 
16tril/- from January to June 
this year.

According to the ministry 
of finance and planning data, 
central government collected 
11.4tril/- during the first half of 
this financial year, against esti-
mated 12.6tril/-.

The central government 
planned to collect 25.5tril/- 
during the 2021/2022 financial 
year.

Tax revenue also went below 
the targets as a total of 9.8tril/- 
collected against estimated 
10.2tril/- for the first six months 
ad 20.7tril/- for the whole fi-
nancial year.

Tax on imports was above 
estimates as 3.97tril/- collected 
against targeted 3.8tril/- for six 
months and7.7tril for the whole 

financial year.
Sales Value Added Tax and 

excise on local goods also fell 
short of estimated amount dur-
ing the first half of the financial 
year as 1.45tril/- were collected 
against estimated 2.3tril/-.

The amount of VAT and ex-
cise on local goods was less 
than half of estimated collec-
tion of 4.6tril/- for the whole 
financial year.

Income tax collections sur-
passed the estimated targets 
for the half year as a total 
of 3.8tril/- collected against 
estimated 3.4tril/-. During 
2021/2022 budget, the govern-
ment planned to collect 7tril/- 
from income tax.

The reports show collection 
of other taxes also failed to 
reach the targeted amount of 
657.5bn/- for the half year, as at 
the end of December last year, 
only 584bn/- were recorded.

Non-tax revenue also fell 
short estimated as only 1.5tril/- 
were collected against estimat-
ed 2.3tril/-. During the current 
financial year, the government 
targeted to collect non tax rev-
enue amounting 4.7tril/- .

Local government taxes 
were also below the targeted 
445.6b/- as only 411bn/- collect-
ed. In the whole financial year, 
local government were target-
ing to collect 863bn/-.

as the global economy reopens 
after the impact of the corona-
virus pandemic has helped lift 
Aramco’s share price from a 
low of 27.8 riyals in March 2020 
to 37.3 riyals, giving it a market 
capitalization of almost $2 tril-

lion.
Aramco is the world’s biggest 

oil company and is helping 
finance Prince Mohammed’s 
plan to transform and diversify 
the Saudi economy -- an 
initiative dubbed Vision 2030. 

He said in an interview last year 
that they may transfer a stake to 
the wealth fund, but he didn’t 
say how much or when it could 
occur.

The wealth fund, also 
chaired by the Crown Prince, 

has outlined a plan to grow its 
assets under management to 
about $1.1 trillion by 2025, while 
investing $40 billion annually 
into Saudi Arabia’s economy. 

The wealth fund is a key lever 
for the kingdom’s efforts to 

revive growth after a recession 
caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic and lower oil prices. 
Since 2015, the PIF has grown 
assets under management to 
$500 billion from about $150 
billion.  

Finance and Planning minister Mwigulu Nchemba



  Washington

The world’s five supermajors booked $37 
billion in combined cash flows for the fourth 
quarter as disciplined spending combined 
with rallying oil prices to take Big Oil’s cash 
flow to the highest since 2008.

ExxonMobil, Chevron, BP, Shell, and To-
talEnergies also booked combined adjusted 
net earnings of $31 billion for Q4 2021—the 
highest for any quarter in more than nine 
years, according to Bloomberg’s estimates.

All supermajors reported very strong 
earnings and cash flows for Q4 and 2021, as 
oil and gas prices rallied and global demand 
returned after the initial slump in the pan-
demic in 2020.

Exxon posted its largest quarterly profit 
for Q4 in seven years, while its full-year 2021 
cash flow from operating activities jumped 
to the highest since 2012. Chevron reported 
for 2021 a record-high free cash flow and its 
best annual earnings since 2014, thanks to 
rallying oil and gas prices and the economic 
rebound last year. BP announced this week 
what was its highest annual net profit in 

eight years.
“And certainly, it’s possible that we’re get-

ting more cash than we know what to do 
with,” Murray Auchincloss, BP’s chief finan-
cial officer said on the earnings call.

“For now, I’m going to be conservative and 
manage the company as if it’s $40 oil. Any-
thing we could get above that just helps, ob-
viously,” Auchincloss added.

In the fourth quarter of 2021, Brent pric-
es averaged just below $80 a barrel, while 
Brent averaged $96 per barrel the last time 
the five supermajors had generated so much 
cash flow—$40 billion for the first quarter of 
2008, Bloomberg notes.

Thanks to rallying energy commodity 
prices, the majors accelerated or announced 
additional share buybacks and raised divi-
dends throughout 2021 to return more cash 
to shareholders.  

The bumper profits, especially of UK-
based Shell and BP, rekindled calls in the 
UK for a so-called “windfall tax” on profits 
of energy companies to be used to mitigate 
the blow to consumers from soaring energy 
prices.
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China’s industrial economy begins Year of the Tiger with vigour   
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23:00      	 Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

TUESDAY 15 Feb
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       	 Habai za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       	 Soap: Uzalo
9:55       	 Habari za saa
10:00     	 Watoto wetu
10:25	  Jagina rpt
10:55      	 Habari za saa
11:00	 The Base rpt
11:55     	  Habari za saa
12:00      	 Al Jazeera
12:30      	 Afya ya jamii
12:55       	 Habari za saa
13:00	 Ripoti Maalum rpt: 
13:30   	 Shika Bamba rpt 
13:55      	 Habari za saa
14:00	 Soap: Love to Death
14:55      	 Habari za saa
15:00      	 Meza Huru
16:30   	 Watoto wetu
17:00	 The Base 

18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:10	 Yu wapi
18:15      	 Igizo: Mizengwe rpt
18:30      	 Uchumi na biashara
19:00	 Jarida la wanawake
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo
20:00	 Habari	
21:00     	 Kipindi Maalum: Reflexology
21:10	 Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni Nyumba
21:45     	 Chetu ni chetu
22:20	 Soap: Love to Death
23:00	 Habari	
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

WEDNESDAY 16 Feb 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       	 Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       	 Soap: Uzalo
9:55       	 Habari za saa
10:00     	  Watoto wetu
10:25    	   Uchumi wetu
10:55    	   Habari za saa
11:00     	  The Base rpt
11:55     	   Habari za saa
12:00      	  Al Jazeera
12:30      	  Jarida la wanawake
12:55      	  Habari za saa
13:00      	 Dakika 45 rpt
13:55      	 Habari za saa
14:00	 Soap: Love to Death
14:55      	 Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu 
17:00	 The Base
18:00	 Jiji Letu 
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30    	  Igizo: Rebeca
19:00   	   Ijue Sheria	
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo 	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00      	 Aibu Yako
21:05	 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:35	 Ripoti Maalum 
22:10 	 Soap: Love to Death
23:00      	 Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

THURSDAY 17 Feb
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       	 Habai za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:55      	 Habari za saa
10:00      	 Watoto wetu
10:25    	 Shamba lulu
10:55     	 Habari za saa
11:00      	 The base

11:55      	 Habari za saa
12:00     	  Al Jazeera
12:30	 Ijue sheria rpt
12:55   	  Habari za saa
13:00    	  Shamsham za pwani
13:55     	 Habari za saa
14:00    	 Soap: Love to Death
14:55    	 Habari za saa
15:00     	 Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Igizo: Mizengwe rpt
18:30	 Jagina
19:00	 Usafiri wako
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00     	 Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV	
	
FRIDAY 18 Feb
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55      	  Habai za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:55       	 Habari za saa
10:00     	  Watoto wetu
10:25     	  Usafiri wako
10:55      	 Habari za saa
11:00      	 The Base rpt
11:55      	 Habari za saa
12:00     	  Al Jazeera
12:30	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55      	 Habari za saa
13:00     	 Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni Nyumba rpt
13:30     	 Chetu ni Chetu rpt
13:55     	 Habari za saa
14:00     	 Chetu ni Chetu rpt
14:15	 Igizo: Rebeca rpt
15:00	 Meza Huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu
17:00	 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30      	 Kiislam
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15      	 Korean: Jumong
19:00	 Shamba lulu
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipima Joto
23:00     	  Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

SATURDAY 19 Feb
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu	
10:00	 Shika Bamba 5
10:30	 Mjue Zaidi rpt

11:10	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50    	  Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50     	 Korean: Jumong
13:30    	  Soap: Love to Death rpt
15:45    	  Igizo: Mizengwe
16:15      	 Igizo: Rebeca
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani	
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:30      	 Kipindi Maalum: Huru Talk Show
19:00	 Jungu Kuu
19:30	 Shika Bamba	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00     I	 gizo: Rebeca
21:30	 Art and lifestyle 
22:00	 ITV TOP 10
22:45     	 Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:45	 Soap: Uzalo rpt	
01:15     DWTV	

SUNDAY 20 Feb
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap: Uzalo rpt
11:35	 Bongo Movie rpt: 
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10
17:20	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	 Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Rebeca	
20:00	 Habari
21:00	 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:05     	 Kipindi Maalum: Reflexology
21:10	 Mizengwe 
21:30	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15	 Bongo Movie: 
00:00    	  Soap: Love to Death rpt
02:05	 Al jazeera
         
CAPITAL 
 
 Mon 14 Feb
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Deutsche Welle
09:00	  Al jazeera
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30	 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
17:30	  Meza huru
19:00 	  The Décor rpt
19:30	  Shamba lulu
20:00	  Series: Beats of Love
20:45	  The Monday Agenda
21:30 	  Capital Prime News
22:00	  Kipima Joto
00:00	  Al Jazeera

Tues  15 Feb
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Deutsche Welle
09:0	 0 Al jazeera

13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30	  Capchat rpt
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Innovation
19:30 	 Our Earth
20:00 	 Series: Beats of Love
20:45	 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30 	 Capital Prime 
22:00	 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30	 Eco@Africa
23:00	 Al Jazeera

Wed 16 Feb Jan 
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Deutsche Welle
09:00 	 Al jazeera
12:00	  Our Earth Rpt
12:30 	 Innovation Rpt  
13:00	 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00	

Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30	 Culinary delight rpt
17:00	 Innovation rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	  Sports Gazette
19:30	 Chetu ni chetu
20:00	 Series: Beats of Love
20:45	 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Dakika 45: 
22:45 The Décor
23:15 	 Al Jazeera

Thurs  17  Feb
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Deutsche Welle
09:00	  Al jazeera
12:00	  Our Earth rpt
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Laws Of love
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30	 Business edition rpt
17:00	 In good shape
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Turning the spotlight
19;30 	 Tanzania yetu
20:00	 Series: Beats of Love
20:45 	 Telenovela: Laws Of love 21:30	

Capital Prime News
22:00	 Capchat rpt
23:00	 Al Jazeera 

Frid  18  Feb
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Deutsche Welle
09:00	  Al jazeera
12:00	 Shamba  Lulu rpt
12:30	 Dw News Africa rpt 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00	

Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30	 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 	 Rev
19:30	 Eco@Africa
20:00	 Aibu Yako
20:15	  Local Pgm: Business Edition

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE   

MONDAY 3 May

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55         Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Isidingo 
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00       Watoto wetu
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00       ITV Top 10 rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera News 
12:30  Igizo: Mtego rpt
12:55         Habari za saa
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
13:45  Art and Lifestyle rpt
13:55        Habari za saa
14:00  Art and Lifestyle rpt
14:15 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin 
14:55         Habari za saa
15:00    Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Aibu yako rpt
18:15    Mapishi
18:45 Kesho leo
19:00 Afya ya Jamii  
19:30 Soap: Uzalo 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Dakika 45 
22:00 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

TUESDAY 4 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55         Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto wetu rpt
10:30 Jungu kuu rpt
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55         Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30       Afya ya jamii
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00 DWTV: Kesho leo rpt 
13:30    Shika Bamba rpt 
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00       Meza huru 
16:30    Watoto wetu
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Yu wapi
18:15       Igizo: Mizengwe rpt
18:30       Uchumi na biashara
19:00 Jarida la wanawake
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00      
21:10 Kipindi Maalum: Tanzania Yetu
21:40 Chetu ni chetu
22:30 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00 Habari 
23:30 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:45    The Base
00:45 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

WEDNESDAY 5 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto Wetu rpt
10:30 Uchumi na biashara rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00 Al Jazeera 
12:30    Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00       Dakika 45 rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00 Meza huru 
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15    Mapishi
18:30 Ijue Sheria
19:00      Kipindi Maalum: TMDA 
19:30 Soap: Uzalo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:30 Kipindi Maalum: 
22:15  Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

THURSDAY 6 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto
10:30       Shamba lulu rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30 Ijue sheria rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00    Kipindi Maalum rpt: TMDA
13:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanzania Yetu
13:55       Habari za saa
14:15 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00       Meza huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi rpt
18:30 Jagina
19:00 
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV 
  
FRIDAY 7 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:55        Habari za saa

9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30      Soap: Uzalo
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto wetu rpt
10:30       
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00 Jagina rpt
13:30 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:15    Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30       Kiislam
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15       Mjue Zaidi rpt
19:00 Shamba lulu
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima Joto
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

SATURDAY 8 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu 
10:00 Shika Bamba 5
10:30 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15 Chetu ni chetu rpt
12:00      Hawavumi lakini wamo
13:00 Korean drama rpt: Jumong
13:45 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
16:00 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:20       Igizo: Mtego
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Korean drama: Jumong
19:00 Jungu Kuu
19:30 Shika Bamba 
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Art and lifestyle 
21:30 ITV TOP 10
22:15      Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:15 Soap: Uzalo rpt 
00:30 DWTV 

SUNDAY 9 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap: Uzalo rpt
11:40 Movie rpt: Bad Luck
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10
17:30 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Mtego 
20:00 Habari
21:00 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:05       
21:15 Mizengwe 
21:35 Mjue Zaidi
22:15 Bongo Movie: 
00:05 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin

  CAPITAL 
Sat 01 May

08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt: The slave hunter
14:30  Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie: All Good ones are Married( tape no:5620)
23:00 Series rpt: Beats of  Love
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun 02 May
08:00 Aljazeera
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Korean Drama rpt: The slave hunter
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00  In good shape rpt
13:30  Series rpt: Beats of Love
15:15  Aibu yako
15:30 Rev rpt 
16:00  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00  The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris
21:00 Shift
21:15 Capchat live
22:15 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
00:00 Al Jazeera

Mon 03 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00   Eco@Africa rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00   The Décor rpt
19:30  Shamba lulu
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45  The Monday Agenda
21:30   Capital Prime News
22:00  Kipima Joto
00:00  Al Jazeera

Tues  04 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30  Capchat rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Innovation
19:30  Jagina rpt
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45 Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30  Capital Prime 

22:00 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30 Eco@Africa
23:00 Al Jazeera

Wed 05 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45  The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  06 May
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Turning the spotlight
19;30  Tanzania yetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
20:45  Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid 07 May
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00 Shamba  Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30 17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Rev
19:30 Eco@Africa
20:00 Aibu Yako
20:15  Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Telenovela: Lover her to death 
21:30 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat 08 May
08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt Iris
14:30  Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris 
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie : Deadly Season( tape no:0000)
23:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
01:00  Al Jazeera

Big oil books biggest 
cash flow since 2008

 BE  ijing

W
ith motors 
rotating and 
m a c h i n e s 
roaring, China’s 

industrial firms started the first 
week after the Chinese Lunar 
New Year holiday full of vim and 
vigor.

Facing multiple challenges in 
2022, Rong Juchuan, founder 
of the Beyond Group, a textile 
company headquartered in 
Ningbo, east China’s Zhejiang 
Province, said the company 
“can’t just wait, but should take 
the initiative.”

In 2022, the company will 
prioritize improving its digital 
capabilities and leveraging new 
sales channels such as live-
streaming platforms to lower 
operating costs and tap into 
potential demand, said Rong.

Recent economic data has 
echoed such enthusiasm for 
business. The purchasing 
managers’ index (PMI) for 
China’s manufacturing sector, a 
key economic barometer, came 
in at 50.1 in January, staying in 

the expansion territory for three 
months in a row.

In particular, manufacturing 
companies’ confidence was on 
the rise, with the sub-index for 
production and operation activ-
ity expectations at 57.5, up 3.2 
percentage points from a month 
earlier.

China’s economic perfor-
mance in the first quarter is 
expected to beat market expec-
tations, said Li Chao, chief econ-
omist of Zheshang Securities, 
citing a PMI remaining above 
the boom-bust line for three 
consecutive months and steady 
credit growth.

The resilience of China’s in-
dustrial economy was also re-
flected in other barometers, in-
cluding the total consumption 
of electricity.

One of the country’s industrial 
powerhouses, east China’s Jiang-
su Province, saw its total elec-
tricity use rise 18.27 percent year 
on year during the holiday, while 
Hubei, a key manufacturing base 
in China, reported a 36.45-per-
cent year-on-year increase in 
power use.

 London

The UK economy rebounded last year 
with growth of 7.5% despite falling back 
in December due to Omicron restrictions, 
official figures show.

It was the fastest pace of growth since 
1941, although it came after a dramatic 9.4% 
collapse in 2020 as the pandemic forced 
parts of the economy to shut.

In December, the economy shrank 0.2% as 
Omicron restrictions hit the hospitality and 
retail sectors.

Chancellor Rishi Sunak said the economy 
had been “remarkably resilient”.

The Office for National Statistics (ONS) 
figures showed that in the last three months 
of 2021 growth was 1%, which ONS director 
of economic statistics Darren Morgan said 
was “pretty healthy” given Omicron’s spread 
and the introduction of some restrictions.

The figures were stronger than expected, 
and Mr Morgan told the BBC the expansion 
in 2021 showed the UK was the fastest 
growing economy in the G7 group of nations. 
However, he urged caution about making 

strict comparisons.
“The growth in 2021 comes from a low 

base in 2020, when the economy fell 
sharply,” Mr Morgan said. “And if you look at 
where the UK economy is now, compared to 
its pre-pandemic level... the UK is middle of 
the pack, compared with the G7.”

He said using this comparison, the US, 
Canadian and French economies were 
above the UK’s, while the UK was above Italy, 
Germany and Japan.

The worst of the overall pandemic 
economic hit is now behind us but the 
aftershocks remain.

Downing Street is unlikely to avoid the 
opportunity to boast about 2021. During its 
hosting of the G7, the UK is now confirmed 
as the fastest growing economy of these 
major nations.

But that comparison needs a great dollop 
of context.

The 7.5% growth the UK economy 
recorded in 2021 is the highest of the G7 
major economies and that does indicate a 
strong bounceback. 

UK economy rebounds with fastest growth 

the development of small and 
medium-sized enterprises, en-
hancing supply chain resilience, 
and giving full play to the role of 
emerging sectors like new energy 
vehicles (NEVs).

The ministry aims to incubate 
about 3,000 “little giant” firms this 
year, referring to small enterprises 
in their early stage of development 
and focusing on high-end technol-
ogies.

“In 2022, more importance will 
be attached to promoting col-
laboration and innovation among 
small, medium-sized and large 
enterprises,” said Xu Xiaolan, vice-
minister of industry and informa-
tion technology.

The NEV market could be anoth-
er driving force shoring up China’s 
industrial growth. The country’s 
NEV sales ranked first globally for 
a seventh straight year in 2021.

Looking forward, China aims to 
further facilitate the growth of this 
booming sector by relieving chip 
shortages, improving supporting 
facilities such as battery swapping 
stations, and carrying out the 
recycling and utilization of NEV 
power batteries. 

According to an estimate of 
the China Electricity Council, 
the country’s total electricity 
consumption will rise by 5 per-
cent to 6 percent year on year in 
2022.

In the face of headwinds such 
as high commodity prices and 
supply chain challenges, China 
has prioritized stable growth for 
industrial development in 2022, 
which is the “ballast stone” of 

the macroeconomic market.
Xiao Yaqing, minister of indus-

try and information technology, 
said in a previous interview with 
Xinhua that ensuring stable in-
dustrial growth, particularly a 

good start in the first quarter of 
2022, should be set as the most 
important task.

To ensure a stable expansion, 
multiple measures have been 
rolled out including boosting 

A staff member works in a textile factory at the integrated industrial park in Moyu County of Hotan, northwest China’s Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous 
Region. (Xinhua/Ding Lei)
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KABUL

Afghan central bank on Sunday issued a 
statement, calling for the reversal of the US gov-
ernment’s decision on splitting the frozen Afghan 
assets in the United States.

The Da Afghanistan Bank (DAB)’s statement 
came after US President Biden signed an execu-
tive order on Friday to free $7 billion out of more 
than $9 billion frozen Afghan assets, splitting 
the money between humanitarian aid for cash-

strapped Afghanistan and a fund for 9/11 victims. 
“DAB considers the latest decision of USA on 

blocking Foreign Exchange (FX) Reserves and al-
locating them to irrelevant purposes, injustice to 
the people of Afghanistan and will never accept 
if the FX reserves of Afghanistan is paid under 
the name of compensation or humanitarian as-
sistance to others and wants the reversal of the 
decision and release of all FX reserves of Afghan-
istan,” the bank said.

“As per the law and relevant regulations, FX 

Afghan central bank 
calls for reversal of US 
decision on frozen assets

BEIJING  

 In response to US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken’s claim that 
China coerced Australia by eco-
nomic means, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson said on Friday that 
no one has a better claim to the ti-
tle of “master of coercion” than the 
United States.

Spokesperson Zhao Lijian told 
a daily press briefing that the US 
government forced the military 
government of Haiti to step down 
in 1994, and referred to that as “a 
textbook example of coercive di-
plomacy”. 

In 2003, the United States ex-
plicitly characterized $30.3 billion 
additional military expenses for 
“coercive diplomacy” as incurred 
expenses, Zhao added.

The US government went all out 
to hobble competitors like Huawei 

of China, Alstom of France and 
Toshiba of Japan and used coercion 
to force the Taiwan Semiconductor 
Manufacturing Co, Samsung and 
other companies to provide chip 
supply chain data, said the spokes-
person, adding these are textbook 
examples of economic coercion.

Reiterating that China always 
proceeds from the lawful rights and 
interests of domestic industries and 
the safety of consumers and adopts 
appropriate measures on imported 
products in strict compliance with 
Chinese laws and regulations as 
well as WTO rules, Zhao said this 
is fully justified, lawful and beyond 
reproach.

The label of “economic coercion” 
cannot be pinned on China, Zhao 
said, adding all attempts to gang up 
with others to misrepresent facts 
and resort to malicious hype-up are 
bound to fail.                        Xinhua

US has the best claim to ‘master of coercion’ title - China

This undated photo shows the building of China’s Foreign Ministry in Beijing. (PHOTO PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY)

UN chief says ocean faces climate crisis, admonishes world to ‘change track’

The international community has 
been full of praise for China’s arrange-
ments and preparations for the Beijing 
Olympic Winter Games, and believes 
that from the grand sports event it sees 
a colorful, three-dimensional and com-
prehensive China in the new era and 
understands better China’s openness, 
confidence, courage and sense of re-
sponsibility.

“The Olympic Winter Games Beijing 
2022 was well organized and the open-
ing ceremony was splendid. The Year of 
the Tiger symbolizes courage, strength 
and determination, all of which are ex-
cellent qualities displayed by the Chi-
nese people,” said Grand Duke Henri of 

Luxembourg.
Noting that China has overcome the 

difficulties brought by the pandemic to 
host the Olympic Winter Games Beijing 
2022, Kyrgyz President Sadyr Zhapa-
rov said that the opening ceremony of 
the Games, which was so beautiful, has 
demonstrated the true Olympic spirit 
and will bring the world more solidar-
ity, friendship and hope.

Through the Beijing 2022, the world 
sees the positive mentality of China, 
which makes friends and guests from 
every corner of the world feel warmly 
welcomed.

Ahead of the opening ceremony of 
the Beijing Winter Olympics, residents 

of Beijing and north China’s Hebei prov-
ince performed square dance at the Na-
tional Stadium, or the “Bird’s Nest”, in 
Beijing, to welcome guests from across 
the globe. It’s believed that the special 
pre-show of the opening ceremony viv-
idly manifested the vitality and vigor of 
the Chinese people in their daily life.

From the modern technological el-
ements in the performances of the 
opening ceremony and the big smiles 
on the faces of Olympic volunteers to 
Chinese athletes’ impressive perfor-
mances in competitions and Chinese 
people’s great enthusiasm for ice and 
snow sports, China’s spirit of struggle 
and positive mentality can be seen ev-

erywhere.
The Beijing 2022 serves as a window 

on a prosperous China. The opening 
ceremony of the 2022 Winter Olym-
pics was splendid and exceptional, 
fully demonstrating the strength and 
influence of the great China, pointed 
out Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah 
al-Sisi, who was present at the opening 
ceremony.

Organizing comprehensive sports 
events tests the comprehensive 
strength of a country. Although the lin-
gering COVID-19 pandemic has created 
hurdles for the organization of the Bei-
jing 2022, the international community 
has always had confidence in China’s 

ability to host a successful Winter Olym-
pics.

A series of achievements made by 
China, including securing major stra-
tegic results in epidemic prevention 
and control, leading the world in both 
economic development and COVID-19 
containment, winning the battle against 
poverty on schedule and building a 
moderately prosperous society in all re-
spects, have cemented the international 
community’s confidence in China.

The high technology behind the Bei-
jing Winter Olympics, which signals 
China’s development and progress, has 
become a hot topic in the international 
community. The opening ceremony of 

the Winter Olympics shows the world 
a combination of technology, environ-
mental protection and sports, and dem-
onstrates China’s strength in utilizing 
advanced technology, according to Mar-
tin Garcia, general manager of Chilean 
Ski and Snowboard Federation.

China’s independent innovation and 
capability to leverage scientific and 
technological means in the organiza-
tion of the Olympics are marvelous, and 
its achievements in promoting modern-
ization reflected in the Olympics have 
deeply impressed the world, said for-
mer Thai Deputy Prime Minister Korn 
Dabbaransi.

		  People’s Daily

Beijing Winter Olympics mirror of positive, prosperous, open China

reserves of Afghanistan are used to 
implement monetary policy, facili-
tate international trade and stabilize 
financial sector,” the statement read.

The real owners of these reserves 
are people of Afghanistan. These re-
serves were not the property of gov-
ernments, parties and groups and is 
never used as per their demand and 
decisions, the bank’s statement add-
ed.

Mohammad Naeem, the spokes-
man of the Taliban political office in 
Qatar, on Friday criticized the deci-
sion on splitting the frozen Afghan 
assets in the United States.

“Stealing the blocked funds of Af-
ghan nation by the United States and 
its seizure is indicative of the lowest 
level of human and moral decay of a 
country and a nation,” Naeem wrote 
on Twitter.

MOSCOW
Moscow will consider 

the views that US President 
Joe Biden expressed in a 
phone call with Russian 
leader Vladimir Putin when 
working on a reaction to 
the United States and NA-
TO’s response to its propos-
als on security guarantees, 
Kremlin Aide Yury Ushakov told reporters on Saturday.

“The two presidents agreed that Moscow will carefully study 
the views that Biden expressed and if possible, take them into 
account when working on a reaction to the documents on the 
US and NATO’s positions,” he pointed out.

Putin said during the phone call that Russia had almost com-
pleted “interagency consultations on the possible steps and 
an announcement will be made in the near future,” Ushakov 
said. “We will soon inform our partners and the public of our 
reaction,” he added added.

According to him, Putin mentioned the history of relations 
between the US, NATO and Russia, pointing out that “during 
the Cold War, the Soviet Union and the US were clearly adver-
saries but in the 1990s, for instance, we seemed to be friends, 
though even then, the policy that the US and NATO pursued 
towards Russia was far from constructive.”

The Kremlin aide noted that “this is when practical steps to 
expand NATO’s scope of activity began, this is when new coun-
tries were granted membership and the alliance came close to 
Russia’s borders.” “Later, in the 2000s, the security situation in 
the Euro-Atlantic region dramatically deteriorated and it was 
about our country’s security,” Ushakov stressed.

US President Joe Biden pointed out in a phone conversation 
with Russian President Vladimir Putin on Saturday that Mos-
cow and Washington remain opponents, but they need to do 
their best to maintain global stability and security, Ushakov 
told. Ushakov explained that during the conversation, the US 
president even referred to the experience of their predeces-
sors, who did everything in their power during the Cold War 
to avoid the disaster, a major conflict between the two states.

“He (Biden - TASS) said that our two great powers are still ri-
vals now, but they must do their best to maintain stability and 
ensure security throughout the world,” Ushakov said.

According to the Kremlin official, Biden also emphasized 
that it was necessary to do everything possible to avoid the 
worst scenario in the current crisis around Ukraine.

The West and Kiev have recently been spreading allega-
tions about Russia’s potential ‘invasion’ of Ukraine. Kremlin 
Spokesman Dmitry Peskov castigated these claims as “emp-
ty and unfounded”, serving as a ploy to escalate tensions, 
pointing out that Russia did not pose any threat whatsoever 
to anyone.  			                       Agencies

Moscow to react soon to West’s response 
on security proposals, says Kremlin aide 

UNITED NATIONS

United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres on Fri-
day called on the international 
community to “change track” in 
protecting the ocean from climate 
crisis.

Global warming, biodiversity 
loss and pollution are a triple cri-
sis facing the planet, said the UN 
chief at the One Ocean Summit, 
warning that the ocean “shoul-
ders a great deal of the burden.” 

As the ocean serves as a giant 
carbon and heat sink, it is becom-
ing warmer and more acidic, af-
fecting its ecosystems. “Polar ice 
is melting and global weather 
patterns are changing,” the UN 
chief said in his video message to 
the conference, which took place 
this week in the northern French 
coastal city of Brest. 

The communities who rely on 
the ocean are hurting as well, he 
added. “More than 3 billion peo-
ple depend on marine and coastal 
biodiversity for their livelihoods.” 

He painted a grim picture 
of dwindling marine species; 
bleached coral reefs; coastal 

ecosystems that are dumping 
grounds for sewage; and nutrient-
poor seas choked by debris.

Additionally, fish stocks are 
under threat from overfishing, 
destructive fishing practices, and 
illegal, unreported, and unregu-
lated fishing. “We must change 
track,” underscored the secre-
tary-general. 

It is 40 years since the signing 
of the UN Convention on the Law 
of the Sea. “The importance of le-
gal certainty in the ocean is para-
mount,” said Guterres. 

He said that the second UN 
Ocean Conference, which will be 
held in Lisbon from June 27 to 
July 1 this year, is “an opportunity 
to cement the role of the ocean” 
in global efforts to achieve the 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and implement the Paris 
Agreement on climate change.

The UN chief emphasized the 
need to intensify efforts to pro-
tect the ocean, saying a “sustain-
able blue economy can drive eco-
nomic progress and job creation” 
while protecting the climate. 

“We need more, and more effec-
tive partnerships, to address land-

based sources of marine pollu-
tion... urgency in the deployment 
of offshore renewable energy, 
which can provide clean power 
and employment, and... (less) fos-
sil fuels in the ocean economy,” 
he said. In his remarks, Guterres 
praised the “encouraging steps” 
taken by some countries, includ-
ing France, to end single-use plas-
tics and urged others to follow 
suit.

About 90 percent of world 
trade is transported by sea, he 
said, which contributes to nearly 
three percent of global green-
house gas emissions. 

“The shipping sector needs to 
contribute to the necessary 45 
percent cut in emissions needed 
by 2030, and zero emissions by 
2050, in the effort to keep alive 
our hopes of limiting global tem-
perature rise to 1.5 degrees Cel-

sius,” the UN chief said.
 A breakthrough on adaptation 

and resilience for coastal commu-
nities whose lives, homes and live-
lihoods are at risk is also impera-
tive. “We must capitalize on the 
opportunities that nature-based 
solutions, such as mangroves and 
seagrasses, provide,” he added. 

Warmer temperatures mean 
melting sea ice, increasing ocean 
temperatures, and warmer water 
- affecting ecosystems and global 
weather patterns.

The secretary-general stressed 
the need for global partnerships 
and investment in order to pro-
mote a sustainable ocean econo-
my, along with increased support 
for ocean science “so that our ac-
tions are informed by the knowl-
edge and understanding of the 
ocean.” 

“Too much remains unmapped, 
unobserved and unexplored,” he 
said. Throughout the UN Decade of 
Ocean Science for Sustainable De-
velopment, Guterres encouraged 
concerned citizens everywhere to 
“deliver on our collective promise 
of a healthy blue planet for future 
generations.”                    Xinhua

People walk past Da Afghanistan Bank building in Kabul on Oct 10, 2021. File photo

LONDON

Australian Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison’s Liberal Party suf-
fered a major upset in New South 
Wales state’s by-elections, prelimi-
nary reports indicated on Sunday, 
presenting a challenge for his rul-
ing coalition ahead of federal elections due in May. 

Liberal Party leaders at both state and federal level 
have come under pressure in recent months over their 
handling of the latest wave of the COVID-19 pandemic, as 
cases and deaths soared following the arrival of the Omi-
cron variant.

Official tallies of the four by-elections won’t come for 
weeks until mail-in votes are counted, but New South 
Wales Premier Dominic Perrottet has conceded the Liber-
als will lose a seat which has never been won by the op-
position Labor Party.

The loss of the regional seat of Bega, in the state’s south, 
has pushed Perrottet’s government further into minority. 
It has also sent a potential warning to Morrison who must 
call federal election by May 21.

Perrottet said the government of New South Wales, 
Australia’s most populous state, will take lessons from the 
“disappointing” results.

“There (are) certainly messages for us to look at in 
terms of what we are doing on the ground,” Perrottet said 
at a news briefing.

The Liberals also suffered a swing against them in for-
mer state Premier Gladys Berejiklian’s seat. Anthony Al-
banese, the leader of the Labor party, called the results 
“outstanding.”

Keith Pitt, Australia’s resources minister, played down 
the implications of results for the Morrison government, 
telling told Sky News on Sunday that “these things don’t 
reflect into a federal result.”

A January poll showed Morrison’s Liberal-National coa-
lition government took a hit after their handling of the 
Omicron-driven coronavirus outbreak fueled a backlash, 
putting Labor into a leading position.

Australia ruling party set for 
upset in state by-elections
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WINDSOR, Ontario/WASHINGTON

Protesters opposing pandemic restrictions flouted a court order and emer-
gency rules, continuing to occupy a vital Canada-US trade corridor early on Sat-
urday, hours after a judge granted an injunction to end the blockade that has 
crippled North America’s well-knitted auto industry.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has promised US President Joe Biden quick ac-
tion to end the crisis, and on Friday a Canadian judge ordered an end to the four-
day-long blockade of the Ambassador Bridge, North America’s busiest land bor-
der crossing. 

The order came into effect at 7 pm Eastern Time (0000 GMT), but five hours 
after the deadline, some 100 protesters were milling around the entrance to the 
bridge, waving Canadian flags.

While the number of protesters and police dropped as the night progressed, 
demonstrators continued to block the bridge with trucks and pick-up vans, pre-
venting any flow of traffic in either direction.

Protesters sang the Canadian national anthem and midnight, and some shouted 
“Freedom!”

Police, who started to gather in a parking lot a few blocks away from the protest-
ers, began handing out pamphlets that outlined penalties under Ontario’s emer-
gency order, which took effect at midnight.

Trudeau earlier told reporters that no action was off the table.
Companies have diverted cargo to stem losses amid production cuts by compa-

nies including Ford.
Superior Court Justice Geoffrey Morawetz on Friday approved the request by 

auto industry associations and Windsor city authorities hoping to end the pro-
tests. Occupying access roads leading to the bridge on Friday, protesters voiced 
defiance and there was little sign of them backing down.

The “Freedom Convoy” protests, started by Canadian truckers opposing a vac-
cinate-or-quarantine mandate for cross-border drivers, are also occupying areas 
outside government buildings in the national capital Ottawa and have blocked 
two smaller US crossings.

The protests have inspired similar convoys and plans in France, New Zealand, 
Australia and the United States, whose US Department of Homeland Security is 
working to ensure that a “Freedom Convoy” event due in early March in Washing-
ton, DC, “does not disrupt lawful trade.” 			    Agencies

TOKYO

 The head of the Japanese govern-
ment’s coronavirus advisory panel on 
Thursday announced the extension 
of quasi-emergency restrictions in 
place in 13 prefectures that are set to 
expire on Sunday

Shigeru Omi, the Japanese govern-
ment’s top COVID-19 adviser, told 
press that there was “no point” in 
only relying on COVID quasi-emer-
gency measures to combat Japan’s 
rampant coronavirus crisis. 

“Places of infection are now spread-
ing beyond dining establishments, to 
homes, workplaces, and other loca-
tions,” Japan’s public broadcaster 
NHK quoted Omi as saying. 

“There’s no point in only requiring 
measures for restaurants and bars,” 
Omi said, stressing the need to imple-
ment wider-ranging restrictions. 

The quasi-emergency measures, 
which when extended will affect 36 
of the nation’s 47 prefectures, merely 
allow for local governors to request 
restaurants and bars to curtail oper-
ating hours and refrain from serving 
alcohol, and citizens being urged not 
to travel across prefectures borders.

Experts on the matter have said the 
quasi-emergency measures have done 
little in the past to significantly com-
bat the outbreak of COVID-19 cases in 
Japan, with the highly-transmissible 
Omicron variant of the virus allowed 
to reach record highs nationwide in-
cluding in the capital. 

The government has been again 
widely criticized for exacerbating the 
nation’s COVID-19 crisis as it remained 
too slow to roll out vaccines, most re-
cently the booster jabs. 

In addition, while the government’s 
emergency antiviral measures have 
predominantly been targeting those 

Japan to extend quasi-emergency measures on COVID-19

Canada protesters defy court 
order to clear key border bridge

MOSCOW

Russia has made a decision to opti-
mize the staff of its diplomatic missions 
in Ukraine amid possible provocations 
from the Kiev regime or third coun-
tries, Russian Foreign Ministry Spokes-
woman Maria Zakharova said in a state-
ment released on Saturday.

“In this situation, in the wake of pos-
sible provocations by the Kiev regime 
or third countries, we have, indeed, 
made a decision on some optimization 
of the staff of Russian overseas missions 
in Ukraine. We want to highlight that 
our embassy and consulates will keep 
performing their basic functions,” the 
statement says.

“Considering the substantial influ-
ence that Washington and London 
have on Kiev and, generally, their role 
in governing the processes in Ukraine - 
let us just mention the efforts of beefing 
it up with weapons and instructors - we 
can make a conclusion that our Ameri-
can and British colleagues, apparently, 
know about some violent acts being 
prepared in Ukraine that can consider-
ably complicate the security situation,” 
Zakharova stressed.

The diplomatic missions of various 
countries located in Ukraine have been 

lately reporting that they are evacuat-
ing their staff from that country or are 
considering this possibility over the es-
calation of tension there. 

The Russian embassy in Kiev earlier 
said that it was considering the tempo-
rary departure from Ukraine of its non-
essential staff.

The West and Kiev have recently 
been spreading allegations about Rus-
sia’s potential ‘invasion’ of Ukraine. 
Kremlin Spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
castigated these claims as “empty and 
unfounded,” serving as a ploy to esca-
late tensions, pointing out that Russia 
did not pose any threat whatsoever to 
anyone. 

However, Peskov did not rule out the 
possibility of provocations aimed at 
justifying such allegations and warned 
that attempts to use military force to re-
solve the crisis in southeastern Ukraine 
would have very serious consequences.

Russia to optimize its diplomatic 
staff in Ukraine - Foreign Ministry 

“We need to continue with our 
efforts to reduce the burden on 
the health care system,” Daishiro 
Yamagiwa, who is in charge of the 
government’s COVID-19 response 
taskforce and also serves as the 
country’s economic revitalization 
minister, told the panel meeting. 

“Our focus with the measure 
should be on preventing a halt to 
social and economic activities as 
much as we can,” he added. 

The government also plans to 
place the western prefecture of 
Kochi under the emergency mea-
sures from Saturday until March 
6, as the nation continues to 
grapple with the rampant spread 
of the Omicron variant-driven 

TRIPOLI

Libyan Prime Minister Abdul-Ha-
mid Dbeibah on Saturday stressed 
the importance of holding elections 
as soon as possible to end the coun-
try’s current crisis.

“The solution to the current crisis, 
as well as peace and reconciliation in 
the country, can be achieved by hold-
ing elections soon,” Dbeibah said in 
a speech during the National Recon-
ciliation Forum in the town of Riqda-
lin, some 120 km west of the capital 
Tripoli. 

“There is a political class that took 
over Libya in the past years and seeks 
to extend (the mandate) and bring 
back war and conflict,” Dbeibah said, 
noting that he had started consulta-
tions with local parties to come up 

with a plan to hold elections and a 
referendum on the constitution.

Dbeibah also accused the House 
of Representatives (parliament) of 
falsely issuing resolutions and “be-
ing responsible for the conflict and 

bloodshed.”
The House of Representatives on 

Thursday unanimously voted for 
Fathi Bashagha, the former Interior 
Minister, as the country’s new prime 
minister, replacing Abdul-Hamid 

Dbeibah. Shortly after the vote, 
Bashagha said that he is “confident 
that Dbeibah’s government will hand 
over power and adhere to the demo-
cratic path.”

However, Dbeibah confirmed that 
his government will remain in office 
until elections are held, and he will 
only hand over office to an elected 
government.

The Libyan parliament withdrew 
confidence from Dbeibah’s govern-
ment in September and kept it as a 
caretaker government.

General elections in Libya had been 
scheduled for Dec 24, 2021, but were 
postponed indefinitely over techni-
cal and legal issues, according to the 
High National Elections Commission.

			         Xinhua

Libyan prime minister urges holding elections to end crisis

in their 20s and 30s likely to visit bars 
and restaurants, experts including 
Omi have said that the biggest “at-risk” 
populations are in fact children and the 
elderly. 

“Infections are now leveling off or 
going down among people in their 20s 
and 30s,” said Omi, adding that “the el-
derly and younger people are now the 
two main groups being affected, with 
some of them becoming seriously ill.”

He stressed there was a need to focus 
more on the elderly, who are at a “high-
er risk of developing serious symp-
toms.” Omi also said that experts on 
the panel had called for deliberations 
on an exit strategy, including the lift-
ing of the potentially ineffective quasi-
emergency measures. 

Remy Boehler, a French ice expert, 
together with his Chinese colleagues, 
has endeavored to create ideal ice 
surfaces in the Capital Indoor Sta-
dium in Beijing that can both satisfy 
the needs of short track speed skaters 
and figure skaters from various parts 
of the world, as figure skating and 
short track speed skating competi-
tions of the Beijing 2022 Winter Olym-
pics have been arranged to be staged 
on the same rink in the venue.

In 1992, Boehler, who was 16, re-
ceived his first Olympics assignment: 
driving ice resurfacer for the 1992 
Winter Olympics in Albertville, which 
was also the first time that he had en-
gaged in ice-making work, Boehler 
told People’s Daily during an inter-
view.

Since then, Boehler has served 
many major winter sports events, in-
cluding Winter Olympics and world 
championship, accumulating rich ex-
perience in ice-making, according to 
the expert.

After finishing ice-making work for 
figure skating and short track speed 
skating competitions at the 2018 Py-
eongChang Winter Olympic Games, 
Boehler was invited by the Beijing 
Organizing Committee for the 2022 
Olympic and Paralympic Winter 
Games (BOCOG) for the ice-making 
work at the Capital Indoor Stadium, 
and then quickly joined the prepara-
tions for the Games.

For the goal of delivering a splendid 
Winter Olympics, Boehler has coop-
erated closely with Chinese team for 
nearly four years.

The biggest challenge in the ice-
making work at the Capital Indoor 
Stadium is that figure skaters and 
short track speed skaters need differ-

Beijing 2022 ice master Remy Boehler: The world will see spectacular competitions

Remy Boehler (C) a French ice expert in charge of the ice-making work of the Capital Indoor Stadium in Beijing for the Beijing 2022 Winter 
Olympics, works with his colleagues at the venue. File photo

COVID-19 crisis.
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida 

will formalize the decision later in the day. 
While he has said that the pace of increase 
in new cases has been “clearly slowing,” vi-
rologists warned that Japan’s sixth wave of 
infections has not yet peaked. 

The country is now likely to face a surge in 
cases as hay fever season will soon kick-in, 
as many people will be prone to coughing 
and sneezing in public places, increasing 
the probability of virus being transmission 
and infectious diseases, experts have said. 

Japan is also struggling with a sub-vari-
ant of the highly-transmissible Omicron 
variant, currently known as the BA.2 ver-
sion, Takaji Wakita, an expert who sits on 
a health ministry’s advisory panel, said 
Wednesday.  		  Xinhua

HARARE

 Zimbabwean President Emmer-
son Mnangagwa on Saturday launched 
the ruling ZANU-PF party’s campaign 
for the hotly contested legislative and 
municipal by-elections scheduled for 
March 26 and outlined ZANU-PF’s de-
velopment roadmap.

There will be 133 by-elections due for 
National Assembly and local authority 
seats, most of which fell vacant follow-
ing the recall of Members of Parliament 
and councilors by the opposition MDC-
T party. 

The ruling party, led by Mnangagwa, 
will square off against the main opposi-
tion Citizens Coalition for Change led 
by Nelson Chamisa and other small par-
ties. 

Addressing thousands of his support-
ers at a rally in Epworth, south of the 
capital Harare, Mnangagwa promised 
the residents of the informal settlement 
that the government will grant title 
deeds for their properties, adding that 
a more orderly process will be arranged 
for the issuance of the documents.

Some residents in the impoverished 
settlement had been living in the area 
for decades with no proper documen-
tation. 

“Once you get hold of your title deed, 
you have security for your land. It be-
comes your inheritance. This will ulti-
mately do away with land barons. So we 
are in this process of regularizing settle-
ments as well as issuing title deeds,” 

Mnangagwa said.
 A lack of proper planning had ham-

pered development and the provision 
of basic amenities such as water, sewers 
and power in Epworth. In its 2018 elec-
toral campaign, the ZANU-PF promised 
to deliver at least 1.5 million affordable 
housing units in five years. 

Mnangagwa applauded his govern-
ment’s efforts in reviving the industry, 
saying up to 75 percent of products in 
the country’s supermarkets are locally 
made.

In addition, he said his government 
was pursuing various development 
programs across the countryside, men-
tioning a dam construction and a solar-
powered borehole for clean water and 
food security. 

Furthermore, Mnangagwa said the 
country is moving towards total use 
of a local currency, saying no country 
has ever developed by adopting other 
countries’ currencies. 

A Harare resident, 35-year-old 
Ephraim Chizola, expects the ZANU-PF 
to win resoundingly in the coming elec-
tions as he believes that the ruling party 
is fulfilling its development goals.

 “If you look in any direction you are 
positively going to see an activity that 
the government is doing. It’s either 
there is a school being built. It’s either 
there is a hospital that is being opened,” 
he said.  ZANU-PF is aiming to wrestle 
urban constituencies from the opposi-
tion which has a huge following there. 

			   Xinhua

Zimbabwean president launches 
campaign for by-elections

ent ice surfaces, according to 
Boehler, who added that the 
ice-making team needed to 
carry out meticulous study 
to create perfect ice surfaces 
for both events.

While figure skaters pre-
fer softer ice surface which 
enables them to better per-
form jumps, short track 
speed skaters favor harder 
ice surface because it allows 
them to skate fast, Boehler 
explained.

If short track speed skat-
ers can glide very fast and 
figure skaters can jump high 
in competitions, then the ice-
making work of the team is 
successful, Boehler said.

To make sure the tem-
perature of the ice surface is 

within the optimum ranges 
required by figure skating 
and fast track speed skating 
competitions every day, the 
team adjusts the condition 
of ice surface and changes 
protective pads several 
times a day, and the ice mas-
ter works closely with Chi-
nese engineers in charge of 
machinery and equipment 
to keep close control over 
the temperatures of the air, 
water, and the refrigerating 
system of the rink, accord-
ing to Boehler.

Completed in 1968, the 
Capital Indoor Stadium is 
the first modern stadium 
built in China after the 
founding of the People’s 
Republic of China, and has 

China’s first artificial indoor 
ice rink. “It feels amazing to 
watch the place change every 
day,” said Boehler.

His cooperation with the 
ice-making team of the venue 
is a very exciting and enjoy-
able experience, the ice mas-
ter said. Every member of the 
team works in unison and al-
ways solves problems actively, 
which is precious, according 
to Boehler. “As a matter of fact, 
every colleague has shown 
great enthusiasm for ice-mak-
ing work,” he said, noting that 
it was exactly their passion 
for ice sports that brought 
these team members to-
gether.

The experience of work-
ing at the Capital Indoor 

Stadium makes him confi-
dent about the ice rink of 
the venue and the success 
of the Beijing 2022, Boehler 
said.

On Feb. 4, the venue 
hosted the first figure skat-
ing competition of the 2022 
Olympic Winter Games. On 
the next day, China won 
the first-ever Olympic short 
track speed skating mixed 
team relay gold medal at 
the Capital Indoor Stadium, 
which was also the first gold 
medal claimed at the venue 
during the Beijing 2022.

“It’s beyond all doubt that 
the world will see spectacu-
lar competitions on this ice 
rink,” Boehler said.

	 People’s Daily
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2022’s Kilimanjaro Marathon 
5km race’s registration still on  

 SAN FRANCISCO

KLAY Thompson scored 16 of his sea-
son-high 33 points in the fourth quarter, 
Stephen Curry made a clutch layup with 
46 seconds remaining, and the Golden 
State Warriors held off the Los Angeles 
Lakers 117-115 on Saturday night, spoil-
ing another scoring milestone by LeB-
ron James.

Curry finished with 24 points and 
eight assists, while Andrew Wiggins 
scored 19 points to help the Warriors 
end a two-game losing streak. Golden 
State has not lost three in a row all sea-
son.

Thompson’s big night came in front 
of his father, former NBA player Mychal 
Thompson, who works on the Lakers ra-
dio broadcast.

“It meant something special to do it 
for my dad,” Thompson said. “I don’t 
think he’s seen me play for a few years. 
I know he was proud of me, and that’s 
always fun.”

James had 26 points, 15 rebounds and 
eight assists, but missed the first free 
throw after Curry fouled him attempt-
ing a 3-pointer with 2.4 seconds left. He 
made the second and missed the third 
intentionally but couldn’t chase down 
the rebound in time to get a shot off.

“This one hurts,” Lakers coach Frank 
Vogel said. “We were up six with a few 
minutes to play. Just one of those nights 
where a lot of bad bounces didn’t go our 
way.”

Earlier in the night, James extended 
his streak of 25 points or more to 22 
games and passed Kareem Abdul-Jab-
bar for most points scored in the NBA 
combining the regular season and post-
season with 44,157. James tied Abdul-
Jabbar’s mark of 44,149 in the first half, 
then surpassed it with a 3-pointer early 
in the third quarter.

Abdul-Jabbar still owns the career 
record for regular-season games with 
38,387 points, considered the more 
prestigious of the two scoring mile-
stones. James, with 36,526, is closing in 
on that one, too.

“We had an opportunity to win a big 
game tonight,” James said. “But in all my 
career, any time I’ve been linked with 
some of the greats, I’ve always just been 
in awe.”

Thompson, who returned this season 
after missing 941 days with a pair of seri-
ous leg injuries, shot 12 of 22 and made 
four 3s, three in the fourth quarter.

“Just took over the game at a time 
when we desperately needed him,” 
Warriors coach Steve Kerr said. “With 
our offense kind of struggling to find 
a groove he got hot and took over the 
game. Klay is special. It goes beyond 
making shots. He brings an electricity to 
the building that’s hard to quantify.”

It was Thompson’s most points since 
putting up 43 against the Knicks on Jan. 
8, 2019.

The Warriors needed it on a night 
when Curry struggled from the perim-
eter. The NBA’s 3-point king was 1 of 8 
beyond the arc but made up for it by go-
ing 9 for 9 on free throws.

Jonathan Kuminga added 18 points 
and nine rebounds for the Warriors.

Russell Westbrook returned after 
missing a game and broke out of his 
scoring slump with 19 points, seven re-
bounds and five assists for the Lakers.

The Warriors led by 15 on Thompson’s 
corner 3 and Otto Porter Jr.’s layup be-
fore the Lakers closed the gap and got 
within 65-62 at the half following Avery 
Bradley’s 3-pointer.

Curry and Kuminga combined for 33 
points in the first half on 12-of-19 shoot-
ing.

Austin Reaves chased Thompson 
down from behind and blocked a poten-
tial layup during the Lakers’ run to open 
the fourth quarter. It’s the ninth block of 
the season for the 6-foot-5 rookie guard.

“He just has a look on his face, a 
bounce in his step and you can feel it 
coming.” – Kerr on watching Thompson 
during his fourth-quarter spree.

Meanwhile, in Dallas, Luka Doncic 
was unstoppable at the end instead of 
the beginning in the rematch with the 
Los Angeles Clippers.

The Dallas superstar couldn’t quite do 
enough to get one of these teams an elu-
sive sweep in their repetitive two-game 
sets.

Reggie Jackson scored 24 points and 
the Clippers held off the Mavericks in 
the final minute for a 99-97 victory Sat-
urday night for another split between 
the teams.

Doncic had 23 of his 45 points in the 
fourth quarter two nights after scoring 
28 of his career-high 51 points in the 
first of Dallas’ 112-105 win. Doncic had 15 
rebounds and eight assists.

The LA victory in the rematch meant 
splits in all three two-game home sets 
over two regular season for teams that 
have met in the first round of the play-
offs the past two years. The Clippers 
won both of those series.

“I just want to win. I don’t care if he 
had 90,” LA coach Tyronn Lue said. 
“Hats off to him for playing great, but I 
thought our team did a hell of a job. We 
know he can dominate the game with 
his passing and his scoring. We wanted 
to try to limit him to being a scorer, and 
he did it again, unfortunately, but we 
were able to weather the storm.”

Terance Mann had 21 points and nine 
rebounds, and Marcus Morris Sr. scored 
20 as the Clippers ended a three-game 
losing streak.

Thompson has season-high 33, 
Warriors edge Lakers 117-115 

Runners take part in a recent 5km-Fun Run, which is part of the Kilimanjaro Marathon held in Moshi.

 By Guardian Correspondent

O
RGANIZERS of the 
20th edition of Kili-
manjaro Premium 
Lager Marathon 2022 

have confirmed that registration 
of the Grand Malt 5km Fun Run is 
still on through Tigo Pesa.

A statement issued in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday said entries for 
the Kilimanjaro Premium Lager 
42 Km and Tigo 21Km Half Mara-
thon are already full and regis-
tration closed since February 7, 
2022.

“We have closed registration for 
the two races as the entries are al-
ready full but registration for the 
5km Fun Run is still on by dialing 
*149*20# for easy registration to 
avoid last minute rush,” the  orga-
nizers noted in the statement.

The organizers added in the 
statement that that the 5km Fun 
entries will also be available at 
the race number collection cen-
tres in Dar es Salaam, Arusha and 
Moshi.

“We are however appealing to 
participants to register online to 
make it easy for them,’’ the state-
ment stated.

Meanwhile, according to the 
statement, preparations for the 

Los Angeles Lakers forward Anthony Davis (3) defends against a 3-point shot by Golden 
State Warriors guard Klay Thompson (11) during the first half of an NBA basketball game in 
San Francisco, Saturday, Feb. 12, 2022. (AP Photo) Simba SC goalkeeping coach 

confident of duo’s success 

Kili Expo (The People’s Expo) 
where sponsors and other stake-
holders will get the chance to 
showcase their products and ser-
vices for three days from February 
24-26, 2022 at the MoCU ground 
are in top gear.

“The expo is meant to give the 
public a true Kili Marathon expe-
rience and we will also have num-
ber collection this time happening 
at MoCU and not Keys Hotel as it 

used to happen in the previous 
years,” the organizers stated.

Sponsors for this year’s 20th An-
niversary event include Kilimanja-
ro Premium Lager- Main sponsor, 
Tigo- 21km, Grand Malt -5km.

Absa Tanzania, Unilever Tanza-
nia, TPC Sugar, Simba Cement, and 
Kilimanjaro Water are water table 
sponsors.

GardaWorld Security, Keys Ho-
tel, Kibo Palace Hotel, Surveyed 

Plots Company Ltd, Tanzanian 
Tourism Board and CMC Automo-
biles are the races’ official suppli-
ers.

The Kilimanjaro Premium Lager 
Marathon, which will be held on 
February 27, 2022 at the Moshi Co-
operative University (MoCU) ven-
ue, is organized by the Kilimanjaro 
Company Limited and locally co-
ordinated by Executive Solutions 
Limited.

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi 

SIMBA SC’s new goalkeeping 
coach, Tyron Damons, has stated 
each of his squad’s shot stoppers 
has his own style of play.

Damons, a South Africa national, 
stated so after having assessed the 
keepers’ playing style and trend.

Unlike the eyes of many who 
watch goalkeepers either save shots 
or finish a game without conceding 
goals, the tactician disclosed the 
shot stoppers contribute in build-
up.

Damons said nowadays football 
has changed, goalkeepers are as-
signed to launch an attack, so they 
need to anticipate quickly and their 
eyes have to see the chances that 
can be created.

“I enjoy the standards of my goal-
keepers, we have been working on a 
number of approaches that I believe 
will make them better, the goalkeep-
er is not just the one who needs to 
understand what the game needs, 
he can be the source of the deci-
sion,” the coach disclosed.

Football has nowadays changed 
in terms of goalkeeping role, 75 per 
cent is playing with the ball on the 
shota stopper’s feet while the re-
maining 25 per cent lies on reflexes 
and saves.

“When the ball is in the hands you 
have to know where you are going 
to put it next, doing so will make it 

Simba SC’s keepers, Beno Kakolanya (L), and Ally Salim, warm up before their squad locked 
horns with Dar City FC in 2021/22 Azam Sports Federation Cup’s Round of 32 encounter in 
Dar es Salaam last month. PHOTO: COURTESY OF SIMBA SC 

BEIJING

ONE of the lawyers that will 
judge Russian figure skater Kamila 
Valieva’s doping case at the Beijing 
Olympics on Sunday is an American 
who was once picked by Maria 
Sharapova’s legal team for her 
appeal over a similar performance-
enhancing drug.

Jeffrey Benz was named Saturday 
by the Court of Arbitration for Sport 
to sit on the three-judge panel for 
the urgent case of Valieva, a 15-year-
old Russian who tested positive 
for  a banned heart medication  at 
an event in December.

The verdict from Benz and his 
fellow judges, who are from Italy 
and Slovenia, is expected Monday 
and will decide if the sport’s new 
star can compete a day later at the 
start of the women’s individual 

event. She would be favored to win 
gold on Thursday.

The panel for the closed-door, 
video-link hearing was picked by 
the court, known as CAS, from a 
select group of nine judges made 
available for special duty at the 
Beijing Olympics. 

Neither side in the Valieva case 
was allowed to pick a preferred 
judge — as they would in a typical 
case outside the Olympics — but the 
Russians might be happy with the 
American.

Benz was an elite figure skater, 
competing in ice dance at the 
national level in the United States, 
and has been picked for several 
cases involving Russian sports as 
one of the most in-demand judges 
at CAS.

In Sharapova’s appeal at the 
Switzerland-based court in 2016, 

Benz was chosen on behalf of the 
Russian tennis star to serve on the 
three-judge panel. She had been 
banned for two years after testing 
positive for the banned heart 
medication meldonium at the 
Australian Open. CAS ruled she was 
not entirely at fault and her ban was 
cut to 15 months.

Valieva tested positive for 
another banned heart medication, 
trimetazidine.

Another skating case at CAS 
in 2017 saw Benz picked by the 
Russian national federation and 
RUSADA, the anti-doping agency 
which is a party in the Valieva 
hearing on Sunday.

That time, Benz and his fellow 
judges extended the ban for Russian 
short track speedskater Alexandra 
Malkova. She served a 20-month 
ban instead of three months.

The Valieva case is also not the 
first involving Russian athletes 
and Benz as a judge for Olympic 
eligibility.

A group of 67 track and field 
athletes took a fast-track case to 
CAS in July 2016 amid fallout from 
the Russian doping scandal and 
frenetic legal activity ahead of 
the Rio de Janeiro Olympics. The 
judges upheld the rules of track’s 
governing body, which excluded 
the Russians.

On Sunday, the CAS judges will 
examine an appeal — filed by the 
IOC, World Anti-Doping Agency 
and International Skating Union — 
to have Valieva excluded from the 
women’s competition. They argue 
RUSADA’s ruling on Wednesday to 
lift an interim ban on Valieva was 
wrong.

 AP 

easier for the team to 
attack, but having late 
decisions gives the oppo-
nents a chance to line up 
and mark the ball from 
higher to lower lines.”

Commenting on Beno 
Kakolanya and Aishi 
Manula, who regularly 
play for the club, the 
coach noted they are two 

different types of goal-
keepers and they possess 
different abilities to read 
the game.

“Beno is very good 
when the team makes a 
surprise attack, he plays 
with the minds of the at-
tackers, Manula has great 
potential to start attacks 
from the back,” Tyron re-

vealed.
Every team seems to 

view playing out from 
the back as the best way 
to keep possession and 
launch attacks from 
deep. 

Watching Manula 
launch an attack by spot-
ting an opportunity to 
pass the ball to a fellow 

player in Simba SC’s clash  
versus Dodoma Jiji FC that 
led to Meddie Kagere’s goal 
from half way was to say 
the least refreshing.

However Manula, the six-
time Premier League gold-
en gloves’ winner, is good 
at launching attacks from 
the back.

The shot stopper is en-
dowed with a better under-
standing that a good goal 
kick with a low trajectory 
can catch opposing squads’ 
defenders out of position 
and give attackers a great 
chance to score a quick 
goal.

The 43-year-old Damons 
holds Diploma C and Di-
ploma D coaching licenses 
of the Confederation of Af-
rican Football.

The gaffer has also par-
ticipated in various spon-
sorship courses such as 
KVBN, SAFA and Evolution 
Conference held in the UK.

Prior to joining Simba 
SC he was the goalkeeping 
coach of Chippa United 
in South Africa’s Premier 
Soccer League. He also 
coached the league’s clubs, 
TS Galaxy in 2018/19 sea-
son and Bidvest Wits.

Judge in Russian Olympic doping worked on Sharapova case
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Hamdy rescues Zamalek, 
Ben Romdhane fires hat-
trick for Esperance

 CAIRO

EGYPTIAN Mahmoud Hamdy and Tunisian Mo-
hamed Ali Ben Romdhane, both of whom played in 
the recent Africa Cup of Nations, starred in the CAF 
Champions League on Saturday.

Centre-back Hamdy scored five minutes into 
added time to rescue a 2-2 Group D draw for Zama-
lek at home against Petro Luanda of Angola as the 
group phase kicked off.

The five-time African champions from Cairo 
trailed by two goals at half-time and were facing 
a stunning defeat until Youssef ‘Obama’ Ibrahim 
halved the deficit and Hamdy levelled.

Ben Romdhane bagged a first-half hat-trick as 
Esperance of Tunisia romped to a 4-0 Group C 
victory in Rades over outclassed group debutants 
Jwaneng Galaxy from Botswana.

The winger completed his treble within 32 min-
utes of the kick-off and there were no further goals 
until Nigerian Kingsley Eduwo netted four minutes 
from time.

Hamdy was part of the Egypt team beaten on 
penalties by Senegal in the Cup of Nations final last 
Sunday while Tunisia lost to Burkina Faso the pre-
vious weekend in the quarter-finals.

Raja Casablanca edged South African visitors 
AmaZulu 1-0 in Group B through a goal from 
35-year-old captain Mohsine Moutaouali.

Algerian outfit Entente Setif also won 1-0 in the 
same section, away to Horoya of Guinea, through 
an early second-half goal from Ahmed Kendouci in 
Conakry.

On Friday, there were wins for Mamelodi Sun-
downs of South Africa over Al Hilal of Sudan 
in Group A and Wydad Casablanca of Morocco 
against Sagrada Esperance of Angola in Group D.

- Galaxy see stars -
Etoile Sahel of Tunisia and Chabab Belouizdad of 

Algeria drew 0-0 in Group C in the only matchday 
1 fixture not to produce any goals.

Defending champions Al Ahly of Egypt, who are 
seeking a record third straight title, did not host 
Al Merrikh of Sudan due to Club World Cup com-
mitments in the United Arab Emirates, where they 
came third.

In Cairo, goals from Brazilian Gleison Moreira 
and Victor ‘Vidinho’ Nanque put Petro on course 
for a huge upset before Zamalek recovered.

‘Obama’ scored with a low shot into the corner 
on 57 minutes and Hamdy equalised with a close-
range shot that deflected off Augusto Carneiro and 
over Brazilian goalkeeper Wellington Lima.

AFP

Chelsea complete Abramovich’s quest to be world’s best
 ABU DHABI, United Arab Emirates

R
OMAN Abramov-
ich clapped his 
hands together 
just once when the 

moment came. Sat with his 
legs crossed in the VIP area 
of the Mohammed bin Zayed 
Stadium, the  Chelsea  owner 
high-fived with his assistant 
as a smile broke out across his 
face, briefly visible with his 
black mask lowered after tak-
ing a sip of still water.

The value of a Club World 
Cup triumph might be ques-
tioned more robustly in Eu-
rope than the rest of the 
world, but  the 2-1 victory 
over Palmeiras  in Saturday’s 
final crowns the Blues as the 
best club side in the world. It 
is a defining night in a 19-year 
journey for Abramovich, who 
bought Chelsea in 2003 with 
the express aim of achieving 
world domination.

The manner in which they 
reached the pinnacle across 
these 120 minutes, securing 
the 21st trophy of his reign, 
is emblematic of his lav-
ishly funded approach: two 
of the three most expensive 
signings in Chelsea’s history 
scored the goals, £97.5 million 
striker  Romelu Lukaku  with 
a towering header and £71m 
midfielder  Kai Havertz  with 
a 117th-minute penalty either 
side of Raphael Veiga’s spot 
kick that forced extra-time.

Abramovich quickly made 
his way to the pitch, flanked 
by executive director Marina 
Granovskaia. The pair em-
braced head coach Thomas 
Tuchel, who flew in little more 
than 24 hours earlier to help 
deliver this latest success, be-
fore engaging in lengthy con-
versation with technical and 
performance director Petr 
Cech.

Cech was a player when 
Chelsea lost their only previ-
ous final in this competition, 
a decade ago to Corinthians, 
and he addressed the squad 
here in Abu Dhabi before one 
training session earlier this 
week, outlining why this was 
an opportunity to be seized.

In 2012, Cech felt Chelsea 
were underprepared in the 

Chelsea gamers having fun with changing into world champions after tense remaining. (Agencies)

to replace him. The chang-
es seemed to contribute 
to a disjointed display, but 
one alteration,  Callum 
Hudson-Odoi  for Mar-
cus Alonso, paid off when 
the England international 
created the opening goal 
from a left-wing-back posi-
tion. Lukaku met Hudson-
Odoi’s 55th-minute cross 
with a towering header, a 
superb leap worthy of the 
occasion and his salary.

VAR was Chelsea’s 
enemy and then later 
their friend. In the 64th 
minute,  Thiago Silva  was 
adjudged on review to 
have handled in the box 
as he challenged  Gustavo 
Gomez. Raphael Veiga 
slotted home the ensuing 
penalty.

What followed was, 
frankly, a bit of a mess and 
the clearest indication 
that Tuchel still has work 
to do to discover how to 
make Chelsea more potent 
against teams willing 
to defend to the extent 
Palmeiras did here.

There were at least 
two changes of system, 
Lukaku and Hudson-Odoi 
were withdrawn when the 

scores were level and both 
were enjoying encouraging 
evenings and Pulisic was 
asked to play left-wing-
back. Pulisic and Ziyech 
were seen at one point 
arguing with each other 
as they pointed in various 
directions. The confusion 
appeared obvious as 
Chelsea struggled to 
reassert themselves and 
the game appeared certain 
to drift toward a penalty 
shootout.

Instead, three minutes 
from the end of extra-time, 
a shot by Azpilicueta struck 
Palmeiras defender Luan 
on his arm and Australian 
referee Chris Beath took a 
second look before award-
ing a penalty.

Cleverly, Azpilicueta 
soaked up the attempts by 
several Palmeiras players 
to put him off as he held 
the ball over the spot be-
fore handing it to Havertz. 
The man who scored the 
winning goal in last May’s 
Champions League fi-
nal against  Manchester 
City  this time delivered 
the world crown, sending 
goalkeeper  Weverton  the 
wrong way.

Luan’s misery was com-
plete when he was sent off 
after another VAR review 
for hacking down Havertz 
as he burst through, but 
Palmeiras’ race was al-
ready run. As the referee 
mulled over that decision, 
Abramovich signaled to 
one of the two minders sta-
tioned behind his seat that 
he wanted to go down to 
the pitch at full-time.

Abramovich is a rare 
visitor to Stamford Bridge 
these days, ever since with-
drawing his visa applica-
tion amid a diplomatic row 
between England and Rus-
sia  in 2018. But he was in 
Porto to see his team win 
the Champions League and 
he was never going to miss 
this.

Tuchel knows, however, 
what comes next is never 
far from the owner’s mind.

ESPN

belief other prizes were 
more important and, in 
any case, they felt they 
would win it at one time 
or another given how good 
they had become. Cech en-
joyed a glorious career but 
never got another shot at a 
Club World Cup.

Only five clubs have 
won every major tro-
phy in existence:  Juven-
tus, Ajax, Manchester Unit-
ed,  Bayern Munich  and 
now Chelsea. This is the ex-
alted company Abramov-
ich expects to keep, the 
mission statement that has 
informed a ruthless hire-
and-fire culture of manag-
ers and an investment of 
more than £2 billion.

“We’ve won it all,” the 
Chelsea fans often sing. 
Now that really is true.

He remained in dialogue 
with Cech as the Chelsea 
squad gathered centre 
stage and captain  Cesar 
Azpilicueta  lifted the tro-
phy. A few minutes later, 
the Russian billionaire 
stood slightly removed 
from everyone, arms be-
hind his back as he took 
in the celebrations before 
Cech rejoined him.

That particular duo 
-- along with former stal-
warts John Terry and Di-
dier Drogba, also in atten-
dance -- know the trials 
and tribulations Chelsea 
have endured in the ascent 
to the summit of the game 
better than anyone. They 
will also know the difficul-
ty of staying there.

Those who believe this 
competition occupies the 
curious position of be-
ing technically the high-
est honour on offer but 
simultaneously only a 
footnote to their season 
in the context of  Premier 
League  and  Champions 
League  pursuits will have 
seen enough to concern 
them about the challenges 
that lie ahead.

Palmeiras were tricky 
opponents, not least be-
cause of the 15,000-strong 
throng that turned this par-
ticular corner of Abu Dhabi 
into something resembling 
a Sao Paulo suburb, a sea 
of green and white vis-
ible in large sections of all 
four sides of this stadium. 
The noise, even an hour 
before kickoff, was deafen-
ing and continued into the 

game, provided a defiant 
soundtrack to their team’s 
contain-and-counter game 
plan, willingly ceding ter-
ritory and possession in an 
attempt to expose Chelsea 
on the break.

It almost worked. Dudu 
wasted more than one 
presentable counterattack-
ing situation and Chelsea 
laboured to create much, 
cumbersome and often 
careless with the ball.

Tuchel, who missed 
Wednesday’s semifinal 
win over Al Hilal while he 
self-isolated in London fol-
lowing a positive COVID-19 
test, made some surprising 
changes, dropping  Jorgin-
ho  and  Hakim Zi-
yech  while restoring  Ma-
son Mount  to the starting 
XI. Edouard Mendy’s re-
turn was harsh on  Kepa 
Arrizabalaga  but under-
standable given the form of 
the freshly crowned Africa 
Cup of Nations champion.

Mount barely lasted half 
an hour as he appeared to 
struggle with a recurrence 
of the ankle injury that 
has sidelined him of late, 
with  Christian Pulisic  in-
troduced ahead of Ziyech 

By Tim Vickery, ESPN South 
America correspondent

WHEN Arsene Wenger 
presented his controversial 
plans to restructure foot-
ball, he talked of the need 
to close the gap between the 
continents. To strengthen 
his case, he cited the perfor-
mance of the South Ameri-
can champions in last year’s 
Club World Cup, where in 
two games they had not 
created a chance, let alone 
scored a goal.

Now, in the next version 
of the tournament, that 
same team came just five 
minutes from taking the 
European champions to 
a penalty shootout.  Chel-
sea  were  worthy win-
ners, but Palmeiras of  Bra-
zil  made them work all the 
way to the end of extra-time.

Chelsea have a long and 
glorious history, but it is un-
deniable that the club’s sta-
tus as a global superpower, 
further cemented by this 
title, is a story in which Jose 
Mourinho played a huge 
part. Standing in the way 
of the Londoners on Satur-
day was Palmeiras coach 
Abel Ferreira, who on the 
world stage, has now estab-
lished himself as a junior 
Mourinho.

Ferreira is a young Por-
tuguese coach with the 
clean-cut looks of a young 
Mourinho -- and something 
of the sour face as well -- but 
he has rarely seemed happi-
er than in the past few days. 

Once his side had avoided 
potential humiliation in the 
semifinal, beating Al Ahly 
of  Egypt, then he could get 
on with what he enjoys best: 
game planning for glamor-
ous opponents, working out 
how to neutralise them and 
then thinking of winning the 
game. 

It worked in the closing 
stages of the Copa Liberta-
dores, when he planned his 
way to triumph over Atletico 
Mineiro and then Flamengo. 
Chelsea demanded even 
more planning, and this time 
he took a leaf straight out of 
the Mourinho manual.

How was he going to con-
trol Chelsea’s firepower? He 
loves a tactical surprise, and 
this time he came out with 
another one.

Little Rony has become 
his central striker, but for 
this game Ferreira did away 
altogether with the idea of 
centre-forwards. Rony oper-
ated almost as an auxiliary 
right-back, following  Cal-
lum Hudson-Odoi deep into 
his own half -- similar to the 
way that Mourinho deployed 
Samuel Eto’o for  Inter Mi-
lan  against  Barcelona  en 
route to a Treble in 2010. 
Rony took Hudson-Odoi, 
right-back Marcos Rocha 
took  Kai Havertz  and Pal-
meiras presented a sea of 
white shirts between the ball 
and their goal.

It was clear, then, that Fer-
reira was even less interest-
ed than usual in possession 
of the ball. He would defend 

deep and wait for the mo-
ment to strike.

The first half, at least un-
til the closing stages, went 
as well as he could have 
hoped. There were flashes 
of threat from Palmeiras, 
when Dudu worried the 
Chelsea back line, and Pal-
meiras managed to hold 
the European champions 
in relative comfort. With-
out  Jorginho  to play the 
first pass forward, Chel-
sea’s play was sluggish.

Every time they man-
aged to move the ball 
with rhythm, though, gaps 
opened up. They took the 
lead almost 10 minutes 
after half-time,  Mateo Ko-
vacic  playing quickly to 
Huson-Odoi, whose fine 
left-foot cross was head-
ed emphatically home 

by Romelu Lukaku.
Could Palmeiras react? 

How could they find a goal? 
For a few minutes it looked 
as if they might be swept 
away, but then they were 
level. 

One of their secret weap-
ons is the long throw of 
Marcos Rocha. After he 
hurled the ball into the 
box,  Thiago Silva  was ad-
judged to have handled, a 
decision made after VAR 
consultation. It may have 
been harsh. Silva’s arm 
made contact with the ball 
as a consequence of the 
head movement of  Gus-
tavo Gomez, but Silva 
jumped with his arm flail-
ing, and this is far from the 
first time that this tenden-
cy has resulted in a need-
less penalty. Raphael Veiga 

kept his nerve from the 
spot, and Palmeiras had a 
soft equaliser.

They had nothing left 
to go and win the game, 
though. They fought and 
battled, and won many of 
the 50-50 balls, but all of 
that defensive work took 
its toll -- especially on the 
attacking players. With the 
team defending so deep, 
they had to cover huge 
spaces, and, inevitably, 
they tired. The front three 
of Veiga, Rony and Dudu 
were all substituted, and 
it was clear that Palmeiras 
had little option other than 
to play for penalties.

But VAR giveth and VAR 
taketh away. Palmeiras had 
drawn level with a penalty 
awarded after a look at the 
video evidence, and now 

the match was decided 
with a similar event at the 
other end.

It was all hands on deck 
for the Brazilians as they 
defended their penalty 
area, and one of those 
arms -- of centre-back Luan 
-- blocked a goalbound vol-
ley from  Cesar Azpilicu-
eta. Havertz sent  Wever-
ton  the wrong way, and 
this time there was no way 
back for Palmeiras.

There will be a way back 
for some in their ranks, 
though. Combative and 
versatile, left-footed mid-
fielder  Danilo  is surely 
bound for big things. And 
Ferreira has done his repu-
tation no harm, subjecting 
Chelsea to the Mourinho 
treatment and nearly tak-
ing them to a shootout.

Palmeiras take Chelsea to the brink by giving them the Mourinho treatment

 BERLIN

BAYERN Munich midfielder Joshua Kimmich said 
his side need to question their mentality after they 
slumped to a shock 4-2 loss at Bundesliga minnows 
Bochum ahead of Wednesday’s Champions League 
clash with Red Bull Salzburg.

Bayern conceded four goals in the first half for 
the first time in a Bundesliga match since 1975 as 
promoted Bochum rampaged to victory, leaving 
the perennial champions stunned.

“This was our worst performance of the season. 
We need to ask ourselves whether this is the men-
tality which Bayern Munich embodies,” a dejected 
Kimmich told Sky.

“Luckily it’s happened in a Bundesliga match this 
time, but we have a Champions League game on 
Wednesday,” he added.

Bayern had not lost to Bochum since 2004 ahead 
of this game, and beat them 7-0 when the two teams 
last met in September.

When Robert Lewandowski bundled in the open-
er for Bayern on nine minutes, it seemed it would 
be a normal afternoon for the perennial champi-
ons.

But Bochum equalised quickly through Christo-
pher Antwi-Adjei, before taking control in a fren-
zied 10 minutes before the break.

Juergen Locadia gave the hosts the lead from the 
penalty spot after a Dayot Upamecano handball, 
and unsettled Bayern wilted under pressure.

Cristian Gamboa smashed the ball into the top 
corner from the edge of the area two minutes later, 
before Holtmann curled in another brilliant long-
range effort on the stroke of half-time.

“My first Bundesliga goal, and it comes against 
Bayern. It’s like a dream!” Gamboa told Sky.

Lewandowski pulled a goal back in the second 
half, but it was too little for Bayern to avoid a fourth 
league defeat of the season.

After a week in which German football discussed 
a play-off format to combat Bayern’s relentless 
dominance, recently promoted Bochum delivered 
a brutal reminder that the champions are not un-
beatable.

Yet Bayern remain nine points clear at the top of 
the table overnight, ahead of Borussia Dortmund’s 
trip to Union Berlin on Sunday.

- Fuerth grab rare win -
In-form Bayer Leverkusen remain third after they 

eased to a 4-2 win over Stuttgart.
Leverkusen had scored ten goals in their previous 

two games, but were held at bay by a dogged Stutt-
gart defence until Moussa Diaby slalomed through 
the box to score the opener just before half time.

AFP 

‘Like a dream’: Bayern slump 
to shock defeat at Bochum



 

Chelsea complete 
Abramovich’s quest to be 
world’s best
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Union SC prolongs losing streak in DC 
T10 Saifee Cup tournament

By Guardian Reporter

U
NION Sports Club 
has prolonged its 
losing streak in the 
2021 Dar es Salaam 

Cricket (DC) Saifee Cup T10 
showdown, conceding a four-
wicket loss to Caravans B squad 
last weekend.

Caravans B team won the toss 
and elected to bowl in the T10 
match, restricting Union Sports 
Club to 101 runs dropping five 
wickets in the 10 overs.

Opening batsman, Danish 
Unia, top-order batsman Seif 
Khalifa, and low order cricket-
ers, Sameer Mussa and Ahmed 
Virjee, were the cricketers that 
put meaningful contributions at 
the crease during the club’s in-
nings.

Unia was ultimately the crick-
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 Flexibles by David Chikoko

By Correspondent Ismail Tano

THE national judo team is expected to travel to 
Uganda in April this year to take part in an East Afri-
can tournament.

Judo Association of Tanzania ( JATA)’s Secretary-
General, Innocent Mallya, said the squad that com-
prises 17 players was to be made public last weekend 
and will enter the camp to prepare for the tourna-
ment.

“We look forward to going to Uganda to participate 
in this major tournament in the East African region 
believing it is important for us to raise the standards 
of our players before participating in the Common-
wealth Games,” he said. 

Mallya said they want to make a selection of play-
ers who will do well in the next month’s tournament 
to represent the country in the Commonwealth 
Games.

Judo is one of the sports that have been allowed to 
be part of the global sporting showdown to be held 
in England in Birmingham from August this year.

So far more than 20 nations have confirmed their 
participation in the Games which will feature more 
than 15 sports.

The sporting disciplines include boxing, netball, 
judo, swimming, cycling, hockey, basketball, and 
more.

The Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games will 
be held in venues across Birmingham and the West 
Midlands from 28 July until 8 August 2022.

Sitting in the heart of the UK, Birmingham is per-
fectly positioned to host the 2022 Commonwealth 
Games.

It will be the third time England has hosted the 
Games, following on from London in 1934 and more 
recently Manchester in 2002.

One of the youngest cities in Europe, Birmingham 
is vibrant and richly diverse.

It is well known for always offering a warm wel-
come to visitors from around the world.

The most dedicated, highly trained, and deter-
mined athletes from across 72 nations and territo-
ries will come together for the Birmingham 2022 
Commonwealth Games in a momentous celebration 
of sport, competition, and community.

From diving and wrestling, to table tennis and 
judo, explore the sports that will feature in the Bir-
mingham 2022 Commonwealth Games.

The Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games is 
a West Midlands Celebration with Birmingham at its 
heart.

The venues being used for the Games stretch from 
Coventry and Royal Leamington Spa in the east to 
Cannock Chase Forest in the northwest of the region.

National judo 
squad set for East 
Africa tourney

Para Power Lifting Association appeals for 
financial backing for National Championships  

eter with most runs, given the 
performer recorded 25 runs 
which consisted of a boundary 
and two sixes.

The squad endured a setback 
early on as a key performer, 
Athumani Kakonzi, made his 
way back to the pavilion after a 
brief spell, recording mere four 
runs.

Caravans B’s Jayaraj Malayil 
frustrated an effort by Kakonzi 
to flex his muscles at the crease, 
sending the latter back after 
five knocks. 

Khalifa stepped at the crease 
and somewhat boosted his 
squad’s total with his 21 runs 
whilst clearing the boundary on 
four occasions.

There was yet another short 
stint that one of the key per-

formers Ali Rehemtulla, expe-
rienced, chipping in with three 
runs, which to some extent 
slowed the team’s tempo.

Mussa and Virjee put their 
experience to show and wound 
the innings with a bat in hand 
saw to it Union Sports Club 
ends with a respectable total.

Skipper Mussa registered 17 
runs not out, Virjee ended with 
14 runs not out.

Kishwabi Ngozi was Caravans 
B outfit’s bowler with most 
wickets, as he took two wickets 
giving away 27 runs in 2.0 overs.

With an achievable target of 
102 runs in their sight, the Cara-
vans B squad solidly mounted a 
successful chase, notching 104 
runs dropping six wickets in 9.2 
overs to come out victorious.

Tanzania’s Para Powerlifter, Yohana Mwila, trains in Da es Salaam recently to prepare for 
Commonwealth Games, which will take place in Birmingham from July 28-August 8.

The opener, Sunil Adiyodi, 
was in good form at the crease 
and steered the side to the 
win with his 36 runs which 
comprised two boundaries 
and four sixes.

Adiyodi’s solid knocks had 
the squad reaching 52 runs 
after 4.2 overs, his presence 
at the crease was brought to 
an end by Union Sports Club’s 
bowler Abbas Sayed.

Much as they experienced 
a letdown, in which the other 
opening batsman Praveen 
Puthanpurayil was dismissed 
for duck, Caravans B squad 
kept on pursuing victory zeal-
ously.

Promising cricketer Issa Sa-
fari saw to it Caravans B team 
is in control with solid dis-
plays, ending with 27 runs.

There was as well notable 
contribution by top-order 
cricketer, Wilbert Martin, giv-
en the performer chipped in 
with 15 runs.

Malayil kept Caravans B 
squad within reach of the tar-
get with his 12 runs clearing 
the boundary once.

Youthful cricketer, Karim 
Athumani, made certain of 
victory, posting four runs not 
out.

 Sayed posted two wickets 
The DC has supervises the 

T10 Saifee Cup tournament, 
with Huzeifa Tools & Hard-
ware being the showdown’s 

title sponsor.
The tournament has 

brought together 15 clubs 
that have been put in three 
groups.

According to the organiz-
ers, the top two clubs in each 
group, as well as two third-
place finishers, will book a 
place in the last eight.

Group B leader, Estim A, has 
all but qualified for the quar-
terfinals, coming out victori-
ous in all three ties the squad 
featured in.

Aga Khan SC, K&P Con-
structions outfit, Caravans B 
side, and Patel Brotherhood A 
side as well look to have what 
it takes to secure progression 
to the knockout stage given 
they have showcased scintil-
lating showing. 

Annadil Burhani Club hosts 
the showdown to celebrate 
the birthday of spiritual 
leader, Syedna Mohammad 
Burhanuddin Saheb. 

The DC pointed out Annadil 
Burhani Club has done a good 
job in making the competi-
tion a success.

The side, the association 
noted, has been seeing to it 
the venus is in good shape de-
spite the adverse weather in 
the past two weeks.

The tournament’s matches 
have as a result been played 
at the highest level of compe-
tition.

 By Correspondent Joseph 
Mchekadona

 TANZANIA Para Power Lift-
ing Association (TPPA) has 
disclosed that it needs more 
than 300m/- to hire equip-
ment which will be used at 
this year’s National Champi-
onships slated for the end of 
this month in Dar es Salaam.

The championships will 
take place at Ununio Beach 
on February 26 and it will 
involve powerlifters that 
will compete in 55kg, 59kg, 
and 65kg for men while the 
women’s event will have 
competitors take part in 55kg, 
65kg, and 70kg.

Yohana Mwila, TPPA 
secretary-general, said the 
association needs 2.5kg, 5kg, 
10kg, and 20kg weight plates.

The championships will be 
used to identify new talents 
which will represent the 
country at next year’s Africa 
Games in Ghana and the 2024 
Paris Paralympics.

“We are asking well-
wishers to help us with the 
money to hire the plates 
which will be used at the 
coming Para Powerlifting 
Championships,’’ Mwila 
revealed.

‘’The support we are 
looking for does not exceed 
500, 000/-, other costs will 
be paid for by Tanzania 
Paralympic Committee (TPC) 
and other stakeholders,” he 
said.

Mwila is the only Tanzania 
Para Power Lifter who will 
represent the country at 
the coming Commonwealth 
Games in the United Kingdom 
(UK).

In the Tanzania Paralympic 
Committee annual general 
meeting, held in Dar es 
Salaam early this year, he 
hailed the government for its 
support to all athletes in the 
country.

He said the government’s 
decision to help all athletes to 
prepare well for the Games is 
a good development that will 
make them work hard.

“I thank the government 
for its support to all athletes, 
for the first time athletes with 
disabilities will have a camp 
ahead of the Commonwealth 
Games.’’ 

‘’We will as well get all other 
necessities and privileges 
like any other athletes who 
will represent the country at 
international games,’’ he said.

Para Powerlifting is a 
strength sport that consists 
of three attempts at maximal 
weight on three lifts, squats, 
bench press, and deadlift.

As in the sport of Olympic 
weightlifting, it involves the 
athlete attempting a maximal 
weight single-lift effort of a 
barbell loaded with weight 
plates.

Powerlifting evolved 
from a sport known as “odd 
lifts”, which followed the 

same three-attempt format 
but used a wider variety of 
events, akin to strongman 
competition.

Eventually, odd lifts 
became standardized to the 
current three.

In competition, lifts may be 
performed either equipped 
or un-equipped typically 
referred to as ‘classic’ or ‘raw’ 
lifting in the International 
Power Lifting Federation 
(IPF).

Equipment in this context 
refers to a supportive bench 
shirt or squat/deadlift suit or 
briefs.

In some federations, knee 
wraps are permitted in 
the equipped but not un-
equipped division, in others, 
they may be used in both 
equipped and un-equipped 
lifting.

Weight belts, knee sleeves, 
wrist wraps, and special 
footwear may also be used, 
but are not considered when 
distinguishing equipped from 
un-equipped lifting

Competitions take place 
across the world. Powerlifting 
has been a Paralympic sport 
(bench press only) since 1984 
and, under the IPF, is also a 
World Games sport.

Local, national, and inter-
national competitions have 
also been sanctioned by 
other federations operating 
independently of the Interna-
tional Power Lifting (IPF).
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