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The premier 
urged relatives of 
the deceased to 
observe calm as the 
government has 
assigned officials 
to conduct DNA 
tests on disfigured 
bodies for 
identification.
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PM forms probe team 
on tanker fire horror 

By Henry Mwangonde

THE Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) is set to establish a 
special foundation that will address food 
security challenges in the trading bloc.

Domingos Gove, the director of food, 
agriculture and natural resources in the 
SADC Secretariat, said yesterday that this 
initiative is among a chain of actions set to 
be launched to address the problem.

Addressing reporters yesterday, he said 
that during the last crop season most 

By Guardian Reporters

P
RIME Minister Kassim Majaliwa 
yesterday formed an investiga-
tive team to look into the causes 
of Saturday’s disaster in Morogoro 

where dozens were killed after a tanker over-
turned and spilled fuel.

The premier was addressing members of 
the public and relatives of the deceased who 
gathered at the Morogoro regional hospital. 

He gave the team five days to submit the 
horror accident report to his office.

The PM tasked the investigative team to 
find out why responsible government bod-
ies including police and traffic officers failed 
to take actions, including   restricting people 
from scrambling for fuel when the tanker 
overturned.

The tanker registered T 717 DDF with a 
trailer 645 CAN Toyota Scania overturned at 
Msamvu in Morogoro. The vehicle was head-
ing to Iringa from Dar es Salaam.

The death toll has now increased to 69 
while those injured are put at around 70.

“The accident occurred at an open area, 
near the main Msamvu bus terminal where 
there were several traffic and police offic-
ers but no action was taken to disperse the 
crowd that was scrambling for fuel from the 
damaged vehicle. I am giving you until Friday, 
August 15th to submit a complete report,” 
said Majaliwa. He called on the media to re-
port the tragedy accurately by avoiding giv-
ing out unconfirmed data.

The premier urged relatives of the de-
ceased to observe calm as the government 
has assigned officials to conduct DNA tests on 
disfigured bodies for identification.

“Health officers have taken samples for 
DNA tests. We expect the results to be out 
later today for you to start identifying your 
relatives for burial,” said the PM, noting that 
some bodies can be identified by looking into 
their attire, earrings, watches and bracelets 
that have not been burnt.

He said the government will take respon-
sibility to bury all unidentified bodies and 
those whose relatives cannot afford the costs. 
He said that DNA numbers will be placed on 

TURN TO PAGE 2

SADC secretariat mulls 
food security think-tank

The death toll has now 
reached to 69 while 
those injured are put at 
around 70.

 GOMA

THE World Health Organisation has vacci-
nated over 1,300 people who potentially came 
into contact with the Ebola virus in the Con-
golese city of Goma, it said yesterday, helping 
to contain what many feared would be a rapid 
spread in an urban centre.

A year-long Ebola outbreak in eastern Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo has killed at least 
1,800 in the second biggest toll ever, and ef-
forts to contain the virus have been hobbled 
by militia violence and some local resistance 
to outside interference.

Goma, a lakeside city of nearly two million 
people on the Rwandan border, has been on 
high alert over the past week after a gold min-
er with a large family contaminated several 
people before dying himself.

“Ongoing vaccination activities have reached 
the majority (98 per cent) of eligible contacts, 
and 1,314 contacts, while frontline workers 
have been vaccinated to date,” the UN agency 
said in a statement.

No new confirmed cases have been reported 
in Goma since the WHO’s last report on Aug. 2.

The use of an experimental Ebola vaccine, 
developed by Merck, has proven to be a key 
weapon against the hemorrhagic fever, al-
though reaching contacts in rural areas beset 
by violence has proven difficult.

The vaccine’s success has been most obvi-
ous in cities where contacts are easier to trace, 
helping to avoid the widespread havoc seen in 
densely populated areas during a 2013-2016 
outbreak in West Africa that killed over 11,000 
people. 

No new confirmed cases 
have been reported in Goma 
since the WHO’s last report 
on Aug. 2.

WHO says no 
new Ebola 
cases in Goma, 
vaccinates 
over 1,300

President John Magufuli pictured yesterday consoling one of the people admitted to Muhimbili National Hospital in Dar es Salaam on transfer 
from Morogoro after sustaining severe burns in Saturday’s oil tanker explosion in the municipality’s Msamvu suburb. Photo: State House 

southern African states apart from South 
Africa and Zambia recorded food deficits.

Gove attributed the situation to rainfall, 
cyclones and unfavorable climatic conditions.

“We had the lowest rainfall this season, 
actually the lowest to be registered for the 
last 15 years in the entire region,” he said.

Calamities such as cyclone in case of 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Malawi, Madagascar 
and Comoro made the situation in relation to 
agriculture quite bad, he said.

Kubenea: Private motion to ratify 
protocol on human rights coming 
 By Correspondent James Kandoya

UBUNGO legislator Said Kubenea 
yesterday said he will table a private motion 
in the National Assembly demanding that 
the country ratifies and domesticate the 
African Charter on Human and People’s 
Rights on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities in Africa.

Kubenea (Chadema) announced this TURN TO PAGE 2

intention at a press conference in Dar 
es Salaam, noting that he would submit 
a letter of attention to the Clerk to the 
National Assembly today.

Since the government has signed 
the protocol as from last year, it is time 
to ratify it and domesticate it, the MP 
contended.
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Natural Resources and Tourism deputy minister Constantine Kanyasu pictured at the weekend addressing small miners at Mataba in the Biharamulo-Chato national tree farm supervised by Tanzania Forest 
Services Agency in Geita Region. Photo: Guardian Correspondent   

Kenya gears up for population 
census to enhance planning 

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa addresses a rally in Morogoro municipality yesterday during the identification of the bodies of 69 people killed in an inferno after a fuel tanker overturned on Saturday and 
burst into flames. Photo: PMO 

FROM PAGE 1

NAIROBI

KENYA has put solid measures in place to facilitate a seam-
less carrying out of national population and housing census 
towards the end of this month, an official said on Friday.

Government spokesperson Cyrus Oguna said the sixth 
national population census to be conducted in Kenya since 
the country gained self-rule, will enable the government to 
collect data that will aid planning and resource distribution.

“The census will be conducted using digital devices to 
achieve more accuracy and enhance security of data. We 
have already procured the devices from local assemblers 
and have trained enumerators who will conduct the exer-
cise,” said Oguna.

PM forms probe team on tanker fire horror
top of the 

graves to allow relatives to later identify 
their beloved ones.

The bodies will be buried at Kola 
cemetery today.

Majaliwa commended various 
government officials and from the private 
sector who tirelessly worked to assist 
in the rescue effort and preserving the 
bodies. Jenista Mhagama, the Minister 
of State in the Prime Minister’s Office 
(Policy, Parliamentary Affairs, Labour 
Employment, Youth and the Disabled), 
has been on the scene coordinating efforts 
since Saturday.

During a visit to the Muhimbili National 
Hospital (MNH) yesterday afternoon, 
President Magufuli urged doctors to 
provide first class specialized treatment 
to the 43 injured persons admitted at the 
facility at government cost.

“The government will cover all the 
treatment cost since most of the injured 

are poor Tanzanians who cannot afford 
settling medical bills,” he said, expressing 
satisfaction with the services offered at 
MNH.

Dr Magufuli urged the public to continue 
praying for their recovery and stop judging 
them as thieves because not all those 
injured were scrambling for fuel.

“Let us not become judges. Not all the 
injured persons were scrambling for fuel, 
some went there to assist and ended 
up being burnt,” the president intoned, 
having visited patients whose bodies were 
burnt by upwards of 80 percent.

Earlier, MNH Executive Director Prof 
Lawrence Museru said they received 46 
patients from Morogoro, but three among 
them have since died. About 15 patients 
were left to continue with treatment 
at Morogoro regional hospital as they 
bodies were burnt below 10 percent, he 
elaborated.

“We will provide them with  therequired 

treatment. We have requested for 60 
additional nurses from the Tanzania 
Peoples Defence Forces (TPDF) and some 
from the Muhimbili University of Health 
and Allied Sciences (MUHAS),” he stated.

MNH spokesman Aminiel  Eligaesha was 
quoted saying the hospital has set aside a 
total of 89 beds out of which 21 are in the 
Intensive Care Unit.

In case the main hospital gets 
overwhelmed by the number of patients, 
some of them will be transferred to the 
Muhimbili Orthopaedic Institute (MOI).

In his condolence message on Saturday, 
President Magufuli announced three 
days of mourning. He urged members of 
the public to stop the dangerous habit of 
stealing fuel from tankers.

“I am horrified by the looting of fuel 
from damaged vehicles. There are vehicles 
that carry dangerous fuel oil and others 
that carry toxic chemicals or explosives. 
Let’s stop this practice,” he said.

For his part, Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) 
chairperson and Namibian president Hage 
Geingob described the death of up to 69 
people in an oil tanker inferno on Saturday 
as a loss to the region.

In a condolence message, Dr Geingob 
said the regional bloc had “learnt with 
great sorrow and sadness” of a deadly 
fire accident. “This is a loss not only to 
Tanzania but to the SADC region as a 
whole,” he said.

“SADC sympathizes and remains in 
solidarity with the government and the 
people of the United Republic of Tanzania 
during this painful and sad moment. We 
wish all Tanzanians courage and strength 
as the country faces this big loss.”

A similar tragedy occurred in Mbeya 
in 2000 when a number of villagers 
were burned in an oil tanker explosion. 
Around 33 were killed at the incident that 
happened at Isongole village.

Kubenea: Private 
motion to ratify 
human rights 
protocol coming  

At the African Union summit last year the state parties 
agreed and signed the protocol including Tanzania, in which 
case it is vital to ratify it, he said.

Kubenea (pictured) specified that apart from ratifying the 
protocol, there is also need to review the law on human and 
people’s rights on the rights of persons with disabilities in 
the country.

“The regulation stipulates that I’m obliged to submit a 
letter before the next parliamentary session commencing 
September 1 and I will do so,” he said.

He called upon fellow MPs to join hand in the effort to 
ensure that the rights of people with albinism are explicitly 
promulgated, for the government to ratify the protocol.

People with albinism were in danger of disappearing due 
to killings and injuries  associated with witchcraft in many 
parts of the country, he said in alarm.

“Unless we take the issue seriously, our brothers, sisters 
and children with albinism will disappear completely,” he 
said. He said among AU member states only Morocco had 
signed, “but for the wellbeing of our people with albinism it 
is the right time to ratify it.”

For his part, Under The Same Sun (UTSS) legal officer 
Maduhu William called on parliamentarians to support their 
colleague in his intention to fight for their rights.

“We, people with albinism are living under threats of being 
kidnapped or killed. We therefore call on the MPs to play 
their part in ensuring the protocol is ratified,” he said.

Musa Geuza, the chairman of people living with albinism 
in Ubungo district, said that they need their rights to be 
sufficiently recognized in the law –including district councils 
to set aside funds for assisting with sun skin lotion.

Currently it is not legally binding for district councils to 
set aside funds to procure the lotions but the protocol has 
clearly stated t his need as key to protect PwA.

“We need the government to ratify and domesticate the 
protocol so that this can be implemented legally in the 
country,” he added.

FROM PAGE 1

“In the food balance sheet produced by each of the 
member states, the balance in South Africa and Zambia 
is too small to supply all countries that are in deficit,” he 
stated.

SADC was closely monitoring the situation through the 
Climatic Service Centre, he elaborated.

In every quarter the centre launches projections of the 
climatic situation for the next three months for all the 16 
member states so that stakeholders are well informed, 
he pointed out.

He said the secretariat was also working with national 
vulnerability assessment committees and early warning 
unites to agree and define on a contiguous plan to ensure 
every country is not heavily affected.

“We are working to ensure that policies and programs 
in all member states are harmonized so that we walk as 
one for all inhabitants of each of the 16 nation bloc,” he 
further noted.

The secretariat was working on a program meant to 
address agriculture production and productivity and 
areas of promoting trade in agricultural products, he 
remarked.

On his part, the secretariat’s communications and 
public relations officer Innocent Mbvundula said it is 
high time a friendly environment for each bloc member 
state was created.

This would enable member states access markets of 
more than 350 million inhabitants.

Mbvundula noted that SADC countries are doing 
whatever it takes to break trade barriers to ensure 
business was conducted under minimal restrictions 
within the bloc.

The regional bloc has 33 protocols of which 25 have 
already ratified by member states, he added.

SADC secretariat 
mulls over food 
security think-tank

FROM PAGE 1
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Simbachawene directs 
NEMC to tighten noose 
on scrap metal export

AfDB commends Chinese investment and partnerships across Africa

By Guardian Reporter

MINISTER of State in 
the Vice President’s Office 
(Union and Environment) 
George Simbachawene has 
ordered National Environ-
ment Management Council 
(NEMC) to use its zonal of-
fices in controlling export 
of scrap metal .

Speaking over the week-
end shortly after touring 
the Dar es Salaam port 
where he inspected the ex-
port of scrap metal ,  Sim-
bachawene hinted that the 
current system used in ex-
porting the raw materials 
in question leads to loss of 
government revenues.

“This business has huge 
profit to dealers, but the 
system used is unfavour-
able to revenue collection 
due to the fact that no re-
ceipts are issued,” he said.

Simbachawene noted 
that at this era where the 
government is eyeing a 
middle income and indus-
trial base economy by 2025, 
scrap metal is potential raw 
materials for domestic in-
dustries.

“Only the cast iron are for 
export the rest must remain 
in the country because 
the domestic industries 
need the materials,”  he ex-
plained , adding that NEMC 
must act tough on the mat-
ter.

“I am calling on NEMC to 
make use of its zonal offices, 
regional and district Com-
missioners to control the 
export of scrap metal so as 
to serve country from los-
ing revenues,” he said.

In another development, 
The minister asked the re-
sponsible authorities to 

explain in details as to why 
a permission to export 18 
containers of scrap metal 
was issued amidst the ex-
port ban.

“All the authorities re-
sponsible with the  inspec-
tion scrap metal before ex-
port should come together 
and come up with answers 
as to why 18 containers of 
scrap metal were exported 
despite the ban, scrap met-
als now is a big business 
perhaps bigger that of min-
erals,” he said.

The port’s customs man-
ager, Njaule Mdendu said 
the Minister’s tour has shad-
ed light on the management  
of scrap metal, promising to 
implement all the orders 
and find solutions to the 
challenges.

“We thank the minister 
in  the way at which he has 
elaborated on various is-
sues, this will increase ef-
ficiency on our part and 
permanent offices of NEMC 
staff is vital as will easy the 
inspection task and sorting 
out which one of the scrap 
metal are for export,” he 
said.

Since his appointment 
to the post, minister Sim-
bachawene has been stress-
ing the need for NEMC to 
enforce the implementa-
tion of environmental laws 
and regulation to protect 
environment.

By Aderemi Ojekunle

THE African Development Bank (AfDB) 
has commended Chinese investment and 
partnerships geared towards the develop-
ment of special agro-Industrial processing 
zones (SAPZs) across Africa.

Prof. Banji Oyelaran-Oyeyinka, the Sen-
ior Special Adviser on Industrialisation to 
the African Development Bank’s President, 
stated this when he led a private sector 
consortium from China to the office of Ni-
geria’s Vice President, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo 

on Thursday, August 8, 2019.
According to the AfDB, discussions at the 

meeting focused on Chinese direct invest-
ments as well as ventures with Nigerian 
state governments and agribusinesses in 
the development of agro-Industrial parks.

Ebrima Faal, African Development Bank 
Nigeria country director, extolled China’s 
commitment to the development of the 
African Continent since joining the Bank 
Group in 1985.

“China has supported the concessional 
funding base of this institution over many 

years and is a major contributor to ADF-14. 
During the China/Africa Cooperation sum-
mit in 2015, it pledged a $60 billion pack-
age to implement a ten-point cooperation 
plan with Africa. China also established the 
Africa Growing Together Fund, which be-
came operational in November 2014 with 
$2 billion for 10 years alongside the Bank’s 
own resources to finance eligible projects 
in Africa,” he added.

“Nigeria has the potential to become the 
food basket of the world, but this depends 
on our ability to deploy the right technol-

ogy. Our partnership with you allows us to 
harness the knowledge and skills to realise 
this potential. We work with the African 
Development Bank at the highest levels to 
ensure that investors face no constraints in 
doing business,” Osinbajo said.

The Development Bank said it is commit-
ted to developing the Special Agro-industri-
al Processing Zones (SAPZS) quickly in line 
with its Feed Africa Strategy – which aims 
to turn the massive natural endowment of 
the sector into competitive advantages that 
create wealth and sustainable agribusiness 

George Simbachawene (L), Minister of State in the Vice President’s Office (Union and Environment), inspects a container stuffed with scrap metal at the Dar es Salaam Port yesterday. 

He is with National Environment Management Council director general Dr Samuel Gwamaka. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Only the cast iron 
are for export 
the rest must 
remain in the 
country because 
the domestic 

By Correspondent Felix Andrew

THE Tanzania Bureau of Standards 
(TBS) has launched a countrywide 
market inspection to nab traders who 
continue to import and sell  substand-
ard iron bars.

Speaking during the inspection in 
Dar es Salaam’s Buguruni area, TBS 
senior inspector, Eng. Donald Many-
ama said the campaign has been con-
ducted in various parts of the coun-
try’s commercial capital s.

So far, Eng Manyama said the stand-
ard watchdog visited traders in Kigam-
boni, Kariakoo, Mbagala and Buguruni 
areas .He said next week the campaign 
would go to other regions.

Manyama explained that in Dar es 
Salaam they found most of iron bars 
did not have required specifications 
particularly in length.

  He said  the length of iron bar 
should  be between  38, or 40 feet  
.But they have found that there are 
many  of them   with 37.6 or 39.7 feet 
long   which is wrong and loss to the 
consumer.

Manyama said they would contact 
with manufacturers to rectify the er-
ror, or take stern measures for those 
who would defy directives .

He urged manufacturers to abide  
by  the stipulations and requirements 
in manufacturing iron bars

Speaking,  Ramadhani Shija,  a qual-
ity assurance officer  of the bureau 
said all iron bars have been graded. 
They ranges from 300, 350, 400 , 450 
and 500 grades.

He urged consumers to look for the 
grade and length of the iron bars be-
fore they purchase and start construc-
tion work

According to him, failure to do so 
would led to a damage of their houses 
or structures.

He counseled people who engaged 
in construction to get advice on qual-
ity materials from recognized institu-
tions.

He asked Tanzanians who purchase 
construction materials   to understand 
their grades in order to have perma-
nent structures.

Shija  also insisted local manufac-
turers to continue improving their 
goods in order to fetch markets be-
yond Tanzania.

“Manufacturers have a great role to 
play in improvement of our economy 
thus they need to enable our country 
export more,” he insisted.

According to him ,  they will contin-
ue to provide education awareness to 
the entire manufacturers on the best 
practices governing the production of 
sensitive products like iron bars.

He said quality certification in-
stitutions play a crucial role for the 

development of local industries and 
government collect revenue for the 
development of Tanzania.

The Inspector  said the Bureau 
would continue to   educate  and in-
spect industries and other manufac-
turers to ensure they comply with 
production standards within the re-
gion.

He added that Tanzania has decided 
to go to industrial  economy  few years 
to come so all manufacturers  have  to 
support the government by  produc-
ing  quality  goods which can be  sold  
at any market in Tanzania and beyond 
borders.

 Speaking,  a marketing Manager  of  
92 Hardware  Company at Buguruni 
area identified as Emmanuel Mwalon-
go  thanked the TBS officials for visit-
ing at their  premise adding  they have 
been importing goods which meet re-
quired standards

He  said they would continue col-
laborating with relevant government 
authorities in order to avoid importa-
tion of substandard goods.

Standards Act No. 2 of 2009 states 
clearly that TBS is mandated to pro-
mote standards, and in doing so it can-
not compromise quality.

The act empowers them to suspend 
production or importation of any 
goods which do not follow required 
procedures.

TBS inaugurates inspection  to 
flush out substandard iron bars
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Delegates to Southern African Development Community meetings in progress in Dar es Salaam are briefed on fruit processing when they vis-

ited Elvenagri factory in Bagamoyo District at the weekend. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Correspondent, Kibaha

DELEGETES from Southern 
African Development Commu-
nity (SADC) countries, who are 
in the country for the regional 
summit, have urged local fac-
tories to expand production 
and marketing scope to export 
more.

The delegates threw the 
challenge over the weekend 
while at the tour of the pack-
aging factory in Coast Region 
dubbed Global Packaging Lim-
ited located in Kibaha district 
that increase of production 
would stimulate export indus-
trial goods.

Giving explanations to the 
delegates during the tour, the 
Global Packaging (T) Limited 
managing director, Benno 
Mwitumba  said the company 
already has plans to expand 
production, adding that the 
new expansion phase was un-
derway.

He added that the expansion 
plan goes hand in hand with 
efforts to look for markets in 
SADC member countries in a 
bid to make sure that the facto-
ry which was launched in 2017 
by President John Magufuli 
contributes in earning foreign 
currency after it has largely 
helped in meeting domestic 
demands.

“In these two years of pro-
duction we have achieved a 
lot in terms of production and 
market share and now we have 
entered a third phase of expan-
sion which eyes international 
market especially opportuni-
ties already available in SADC 
countries,” he said.

Mwitumba emphasized: “We 
are determined to make sure 
that after the completion of 
the expansion phase we will be 
able to serve the international 
market especially the one avail-
able in SADC countries and we 
believe with the support of our 
government which is readily 
available we will achieve our 
goals”.

He called on the institutes 
responsible with the industrial 
management in the country to 
increase efficiency in service 
delivery in a bid to make sure 
that the government goal of 
building an industrial country 
is becoming a reality.

The National Development 
Corporation (NDC) manag-
ing director, Prof Damian 
Gabagambi said as a stake-
holder in the factory in ques-
tion, NDC sees a lot of oppor-
tunities in the SADC countries 
and would make sure that the 
expansion plan is implement-
ed to increase production for 
export.

“Our production now stands 
at 25 million small packaging 
and 17 million big ones per an-
num but we expect that the 
expansion will triple the pro-
duction which will ensure our 
penetration to SADC market in 
a full swing,” Prof  Gabagambi 
said.

He added that the good in-
vestment environment put by 
the fifth phase government led 
by President John Magufuli has 
led to a significant growth in 
the industrial sector which is 
key in instigating competition 
in the international market.

The SADC delegate leader, 
Gastom Kaziri hailed the fac-
tory for having in place a mod-
ern factory that has  assured 
massive production at higher 
quantities.

“Global Packaging is an ex-
ample of factories employ-
ing modern technologies and 
at the step which you have 
reached it’s the high time you 
embraced the international 
market especially the one in 
SADC countries,” he said.

The owner of  Wande Print-
ing and Packaging (T) Ltd who 
are the shareholders in Global 
Packaging (T) Ltd,  Joseph 
Wasonga, said the expansion 
plans were well underway, 
hailing financial institutes for 
being supportive.

SADC challenges Tanzanian
factories to go international

Mnangagwa hails external support on his first election anniversary
HARARE

ZIMBABWEAN President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa has 
paid tribute to China and other 
friendly countries outside the 
African continent for standing 
by Zimbabwe as it undergoes 
political and economic trans-
formation.

In a state of the nation ad-
dress on Friday night to mark 
his first elective year in office, 
Mnangagwa said Zimbabwe will 
remain eternally grateful to the 

countries for the support.
“We remain eternally grateful 

to all those nations outside the 
African Union which have stood 
by us through thick and thin, 
principally the People’s Repub-
lic of China, Russia, India, Bela-
rus, Spain and Brazil. We never 
take their support for granted,” 
Mnangagwa  (pictured) said.

He said as his government 
continues to engage and re-
engage the world, he will visit 
Russia in October this year, the 
second such visit in a year.

He also said through the re-
engagement efforts, Zimbabwe 
was now enjoying warm rela-
tions with Western countries 
that had remained hostile to it 
over the past two decades.

He said the ultimate goal was 
the complete removal of puni-
tive Western sanctions on Zim-
babwe.

He commended the politi-
cal, economic and legislative 
reforms his government has 
undertaken over the past year 
to improve democratic space in 

the country.
He pledged to bring about a 

durable democratic dispensa-
tion under his new government.

“As I address you, bad laws 
are being repealed, and are set 
to be replaced by good ones 
which comply with our cel-
ebrated Constitution and in-
ternational tenets of good gov-
ernance. No piece of legislation 
which is deemed offensive, re-
strictive, or undemocratic will 
be spared,” he said.

Among the laws facing repeal 
and replacement include the 
Public Order and Security Act 

and the Access to Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act, 
blamed by the civic society and 
opposition for stifling funda-
mental freedoms and liberties 
of Zimbabwean citizens.

On the economic front, the 
president said painful but nec-
essary reforms had been un-
dertaken over the past year, the 
major highlight being the scrap-
ping of the multiple currency 
regime that had been in place 
since 2009, and the re-intro-
duction of the Zimbabwe dollar.

“Through this key reform, 
and the operationalization of 
open market in all spheres, we 
have geared our economy for 
a major transformation under-
pinned by greater efficiencies, 
fair value and secure property 
rights,” he said.

He urged the nation to re-
main patient with the reforms, 
saying while the beginning may 
be painful, the medium to long 
run will deliver durable jobs, 
economic stability, growth and 
development.

By Guardian Reporter

THE African Development Bank 
Group on Monday signed a $4.8 million 
institutional support grant to the Afri-
can Union (AU) for implementation of 
the African Continental Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA).

In a statement, the AfDB noted that the 
grant, approved by the Group’s Board of 
Directors on 01 April 2019, forms part of 
a series of interventions by the Bank in its 
lead role to accelerate implementation 
of the Free Trade Agreement, seen as 
a major force for integrating the 55-na-
tion continent and transforming its 
economy.

Albert Muchanga, AU’s Commission-
er for Trade and Industry, initialled for 
the continental body, and Obed Andoh 
Mensah, representing the Bank’s Direc-
tor of the Industrial and Trade Develop-
ment Department (PITD), signed on be-
half of the Bank, signalling the startup of 
implementation.

African leaders meeting in Niamey, 
Niger in early July launched the imple-
mentation phase of the free trade area 
agreement established in March 2018 
after it became operational at the end of 
May this year.

Currently, 54 states have signed the 
deal and are set to begin formal trading 
next July.

“The AfCFTA is going to work and we 
are  confident that by the 1st of July next 
year, all the 55 countries would have 
been Sate parties – meaning, they would 
have signed and ratified the agreement 
and intra-African will start,” Muchanga 
said and urged countries to use this 
period to complete the parliamentary 
processes.

Muchanga commended the Bank’s 
strong and consistent support to ensure 

smooth implementation of the Agree-
ment, saying the grant would be used 
judiciously for the rollout of various 
protocols relating to the structure and 
mandate of the AfCFTA secretariat.

The AU currently has an interim sec-
retariat, tasked to provide the organiza-
tional structure for the permanent ad-
ministrative body, its work program and 
related issues including its budget. The 
Niamey summit announced the siting of 
the AfCFTA secretariat in Accra, Ghana.

The Continental Free Trade deal has 
the potential to create the largest free-
trade area in the world – uniting 55 Af-
rican countries with a combined gross 
domestic product of more than $2.5 
trillion.

It is a major force for continental in-
tegration and expansion of intra-African 
trade, currently estimated at around 
16%. The trade agreement is expected 
to expand intra-African trade by up to 
$35 billion per year, ease movement of 
goods, services and people across the 
continent’s borders and cut imports by 
$10 billion while boosting agriculture 
and industrial exports by 7% and 5% re-
spectively.

In his remarks, Andoh Mensah 
stressed that the deal will help stabilise 
African countries, allow small and me-
dium-sized enterprises to flourish, pro-
mote industrialisation and lift millions 
out of poverty.

“If the AfCFTA is complemented by 
trade facilitation reforms, reduction in 
non-tariff barriers, improved infrastruc-
ture and policy measures to encourage 
employment and private sector invest-
ments, it will stimulate poverty reduc-
tion and socio-economic development 
across Africa,” he said, noting that the 
goals of AfCFTA are aligned to the Bank’s 
flagship High 5s.

AU, AfDB ink $4.8m 
grant for continental 
free trade secretariat

Concrete poles along the pavement of Dar es Salaam’s Kawawa Road undergo painting as part of effort to add a touch of beauty to the city, as found yesterday. 

Photo: Selemani Mpochi
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Inadequate space 
for health service 
provision factors 
hinder  community 
participation, say
parliamentarians

Kenyatta mourns Morogoro’s victims of fuel tanker tragedy

By Henry Mwangonde

INADEQUATE space for 
health service provision and 
lack of skilled workers in 
facilities hinder Tanzania’s 
proactive actions towards 
improving reproductive, ma-
ternal, newborn child and 
adolescent health despite its 
endeavors, a visiting associa-
tion of Asian and African par-
liamentarians has said.

Speaking over the week-
end, Tanzania Parliamentary 
Association on Population 
and Development (TPADP), 
Asian Population and Devel-
opment Association (APDA) 
said increasing investments on 
the services will place Tanza-
nia on a much stronger footing 
in ensuring increased service 
quality, availability and acces-
sibility.

“There are delays in deliv-
ering of commodities such as 
contraceptives and this also 
brings insufficient demand 
generation for service by the 
public,” said Mpanda Rural MP 
Sebastian Kapufi.

He said it is the duty of the 
MPs to monitor closely policy 
implementation, review of pol-
icies to determine efficiency in 
promoting respect, protect-
ing and fulfilling  the sexual 
and reproductive health and 
rights of individuals by remov-
ing barriers towards realizing 
the availability, accessibility of 
comprehensive reproductive 

package of sexual and repro-
ductive health service and in-
formation.

The visit of the Asian and Af-
rican parliamentarians which 
took them to Mainland and 
Zanzibar from August 4 to 8 
was aimed at exchanging in-
formation, and sharing expe-
riences and insights on repro-
ductive health and rights.

It was also a platform form 
parliamentarians to reflect on 
the international conference 
on population and develop-
ment and discuss agenda is-
sues of the upcoming confer-
ence to be held in November 
this year.  

Tanzania suffers high ad-
verse sexual and reproductive 
health indicators including 
high levels of: maternal mor-
tality, adolescent births, moth-
er to child transmission of HIV, 
intimate partner violence, 
persistence of child and teen-
age marriages, girls forced to 
drop out of school due to preg-
nancy, and low contraceptive 
prevalence. Sexual reproduc-
tive health programmes have 
limited orientation to key 
populations and there is little 
evidence of integration of and 
HIV/Aids interventions.

 Although Tanzania has 
met its country target for re-
ducing the under-five mortal-
ity rate, newborn deaths are 
responsible for 40% of all un-
der-five deaths and is an area 
for concern.

NAIROBI

KENYAN President Uhuru Kenyatta 
on Saturday mourned victims of the 
fuel tanker fire tragedy in Morogoro.

Kenyatta sent a message of condo-
lence and comfort to the families of 
the victims of the fuel tanker fire trag-

edy in which at least 60 people were 
killed and 70 others injured on Satur-
day.

In his condolence message released 
in Nairobi, Kenyatta said it was unfor-
tunate for the country to lose citizens 
in such an unfortunate accident.

He assured his Tanzanian counter-

part, John Magufuli of his support and 
prayers as the country comes to terms 
with the unfortunate incident. 

He also wished quick recovery to 
those who were injured in the incident 
and admitted in various hospitals.

Saturday’s explosion happened 
when people tried to scoop fuel com-

ing out of the tanker which then burst 
into flames in an incident similar to 
what happened at Sachangwan in Ken-
ya’s Nakuru County ten years ago.

Tanzanian authorities have ex-
pressed fears the number of deaths 
could rise as some of the victims were 
critically burnt.

Serengeti Breweries Limited managing director Mark Ocitti (2nd-L) has a word with a visiting delegation from the UK at the company’s premises in Moshi late last week. Among 

other things, the guests took part in the planting of 1,000 trees in Kilimanjaro Region under the firm’s environmental conservation campaign. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

FOREIGN Affairs.   East Af-
rica, Rwegional and Interna-
tional   Cooperation minister  
Prof Palamagamba Kabudi has 
said that the government is de-
termined to continue creating a 
number of employment opportu-
nities for university graduates in 

the country.
Prof Kabudi said  this at the 

weekend in Dar es Salaam when 
speaking at the first graduation 
ceremony for students who pur-
sued studies abroad through 
Global Education Link (GEL).

He said that the fifth-phase 
government was working closely 
with private sector in creating 

better environment that leads to 
job opportunities for graduates 
who pursued studies within and 
outside the country.

He however commended the 
graduates, who went abroad to 
get education and then came 
back to build the nation by work-
ing in different fields taking into 
account that the government is 

implementing many develop-
ment projects.

 “As government, we’re tire-
lessly working on building strong 
country’s economy, which in 
turn will come up with a number 
of employment opportunities 
to our people,” he said, adding:  
“We are also working hard to ad-
dress corruption loopholes, so 

that the money is channelled to 
development projects hence re-
duce poverty to Tanzanians.”

Prof Kabudi lauded Global 
Education Link for their efforts 
to send 5,600 students abroad, 
saying: “This is a very recom-
mendable efforts that needs to 
emulated by other players in the 
education sector.”

Executive Director of Global 
Education Link, Abdulmalik 
Mollel, said that this year the 
agency is expecting to send 
more than 1,000 students 
abroad. Since the establishment 
of the institution, about 11 years 
ago, a total of 5,400 students 
had been enabled to study at 
various varsities outside the 

country and 40 percent of them 
had been employed and others 
employed themselves.

Last week GEL emerged num-
ber one among all universities 
and education exhibitors dur-
ing the Nane nane climax at 
Simiyu that was officially closed 
by Prime Minister Kassim Ma-
jaliwa.

We’ll continue creating employment opportunities for graduates - Prof Kabudi

By Guardian Correspondent

THE government is planning 
to construct a biggest and mod-
ern conference facility to ac-
commodate big international 
conferences as one of tourism 
products.

The international confer-
ence facility to be constructed 
in Dar es Salam will attract 
many international conferenc-
es and tourists.

The Permanent Secretary 
of the Ministry of Natural Re-
sources and Tourism, Prof. 
Aldof Mkenda made the state-
ment at the National Museum 
when inspecting different tour-
ism attractions for the promi-

nent SADC delegations that 
plan to visit the Museum.

Prof Mkenda said confer-
ence tourism was one of tour-
ism products that attract many 
tourists at one moment. 

“We want to have a bigger 
and modern conference fa-
cility which will attract inter-
national conferences such as 
World Health Organisation, 
World Trade Organisation, Af-
rican Union and many others” 
he said adding that such meet-
ings will attract many tourists 
in our country.

The Firth Phase Government 
has completed construction 
of Third Terminal building at 
Julius Nyerere International 

Airport with the capacity of 
handling over six million pas-
sengers per year; he said add-
ing that the government has 
also facilitated ATC to operate 
effectively including to have in-
ternational routes.

“All these are enabling en-
vironment in the conference 
tourism that will need people 
to travel for the conferences 
and tourism,” he said.

He gave an example of a 
country like Rwanda that has 
a bigger conference centre 
which attracts international 
conferences and tourists.

“The Rwanda conference 
attract more that 200 confer-
ence per year which means it 

benefits their country econom-
ically,” he said.

The Ministry of Natural Re-
sources and Tourism Perma-
nent Secretary said the SADC 
meeting was a blessing to Tan-
zania because it has provided 
business opportunities to Tan-
zanians.

“Hotels within the city centre 
are full, tour operators and tax 
drivers are busy and Dar es Sa-
laam is flourishing,” he said.

He said his Ministry partici-
pated fully in preparation of 
the meeting in the area of mar-
keting of our tourism attrac-
tions including national parks, 
natural resources, port infra-
structures, hotels, culture and 

heritage. Tanzanians ought to 
effectively use the SADC meet-
ing economic opportunities, he 
said adding that  

 Prof Mkenda said despite of 
attracting the SADC delegation 
to different tourism attractions, 
Tanzania will also show her 
contribution to African libera-
tion.  

The National Museum is 
having special exhibition on 
contribution of Tanzania in 
liberation struggle of African 
countries.

The first President of Tanza-
nia Mwalimu Julius Kambarage 
Nyerere spearheaded the 
struggle and was the Chairman 
of Frontline States.

Govt to build modern conference facility to boost tourism  
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Mara regional commissioner Adam Malima (2nd-R) and regional administrative secretary Caroline Mthapula (R)   all smiles when receiving desks from NMB Bank 

Plc Lake Zone manager  Abraham Augustino (2nd-L) and the bank’s Musoma Branch manager, Sebastian Kayaga, at the municipality’s Buhare Secondary School 

at the weekend. As part of its CSR programme, the bank supported four secondary schools, three primary schools, and three health centres with an assortment of 

items worth 50m/- in total. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter, Arusha

THE ambassador of the Republic 
of Korea to Tanzania, Tae-ick Cho, 
has said the country is likely to at-
tain its set economic growth targets 
if the various available resources are 
properly utilized.

He said Tanzania is among African 
countries that have been endowed 
with various resources including na-
tional parks, forests, arable land, and 
different types of minerals.

Speaking over the weekend in Aru-
sha during celebrations to launch 
the Urafiki Solar Plant at Ngurdoto 
in Arumeru district, the ambassador 
said that if proper utilized, the re-
sources may help improve the eco-
nomic welfare of Tanzanians.

“I have been in Tanzania since 
December last year, I learning the 
country’s culture including Kiswahili 
language”, he said noting that Tanza-
nia is globally known as an attractive 
and peacefully country.

Ambassador Cho added that Tu-
maini Solar Plant will help economi-
cally empower people at Ngurdoto 
viallage since they will use the elec-
tricity on agricultural activities in-
cluding irrigation. He said the bilat-
eral relationship between Tanzania 
and Korea is meant to benefit citi-
zens in a number of sectors.

Speaking at the event, Arumeru 
District Commissioner, Jerry Muro 

said the project will empower the vil-
lagers economically and help them 
graduate from poverty.

Muro said the village was facing 
a number of challenges in the past 
year, but his office in collaboration 
with stakeholders, villagers and a 
research institute—Innovative Tech-
nology and Energy Center (iTEC) 
have been able to install power at 
the village.

He explained that the solar power 
plant will benefit more than 50 vil-
lagers, and that it will also be used 
to pump water into the irrigation 
schemes. He said with the irrigation 
agriculture, villagers will reap more 
for both, food and business.

Project Manager from Innova-
tive Technology and Energy Center 
(iTEC) Dr Herb Rhee said they have 
implemented three solar and water 
projects namely, Tumaini, Urafiki 
and Maisha. He said the two solar 
projects (Tumaini and Urafiki) have 
been completed.

“We are working to complete the 
Maisha water project which its im-
plementation is at final stages”, said 
the project manager.

He said that in January this year, 
the institute launched the Matu-
maini solar plant but due to increase 
demand of the service, they were 
requested to implement the Urafiki 
project that was launched over the 
weekend.

‘Tanzania likely to attain  set economic 
growth targets if the various available 
resources are utilised more judiciously’

Cross-border disease outbreak simulation operation reinforces preparedness in East Africa
By Guardian Reporter and Agencies 

JACKSON Tipapa, a Kenyan 
cattle farmer from Loitokitok, 
explained the dire situation on 
his farm to a team of health and 
livestock experts. 

The 48-year old husband and 
father of four represented a dis-
traught community whose cat-
tle were dying. A strange disease 
was threatening further loss of 
their goats, sheep and what was 
left of his cows.

“The cattle are weak and ill 
with diarrhoea. Some have died 
while others have miscarried,” 
he told the visiting team. It was 
not just livestock that was af-
fected. Some people in the com-
munity had fallen sick – with di-
arrhea, high fever and vomiting.

Meanwhile, across the Tanza-
nian border in the town of Lon-
gido, another farmer explained 
a similar situation to a rapid re-
sponse team of health experts 
and vets who were following up 

on an alert about the situation. 
They examined the animals and 
took dung and blood samples 
for testing while health workers 
engaged members of the com-
munity and answered questions 
about their concerns.

Fortunately for Jackson and 
neighbouring farmers, this 
scenario was part of a Field 
Simulation Exercise (FSX) that 
occurred in June 2019 at the 
Namanga One Stop Border Post 
(above) and the surrounding ar-

eas in both Kenya and Tanzania.
The exercise was convened 

by the East Africa Community 
(EAC) and implemented by 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO) to test both countries’ 
preparedness and response to 
disease outbreaks. It covered 
various real-life simulations in-
volving the health, livestock, 
agriculture, tourism and envi-
ronment sectors. The simula-
tion that was presented was 
not unusual in the region, and 

highlighted the daily challenge 
of managing the risk of disease 
outbreaks.

The exercise scenario depict-
ed a cross-border Rift Valley Fe-
ver (RVF)-like virus outbreak (a 
fictitious virus described as East 
Rift Fever was created so as not 
to interfere with current public 
health efforts targeting real vi-
ruses circulating in the region). 
The outbreak scenario impacted 
humans and animals, lives and 
livelihoods, agriculture, trade 

and tourism, peace and security 
and the overall regional econo-
my.

In response to the need to pre-
pare EAC Partner States for Eb-
ola due to the ongoing outbreak 
in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC), the fictitious 
exercise featured a RVF virus 
that mutated into a pathogen 
that could be transmitted be-
tween humans, causing a severe 
haemorrhagic fever that result-
ed in a high number of cases and 

deaths. 
This aspect of the simulation 

allowed for an assessment and 
strengthening of EAC capacities 
to prepare and respond to an 
Ebola-like situation using the 
One Health approach.

During the exercise, the rapid 
response teams acted on emer-
gency alerts sent from a control 
room. The follow-up response 
was tested to examine how ef-
ficiently health and other emer-
gency teams reacted.

By Guardian Reporter

THE United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) is set to come up with a new 
programme dubbed: “03” meaning 
“our right, our lives and our future”, 
which will help youth to know their 
rights and responsibilities.

UNESCO head of office and Rep-
resentative, Tirso Dos Santos  said  
yesterday when he  paid a courtesy 
call on  Zanzibar President Dr Ali Mo-
hamed Shein at the State House in the 
Indian Ocean archipelago.

Santos said his organization will also 
continue to support Zanzibar’s devel-
opment projects.

He said that his organisation is also 
working closely with Korea Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency (KOICA), 
UN Women and United Nations Popu-
lation Fund] (UNFPA)  to empower  
girls and women with different skills, 
hence step out of poverty. The project 
is to be implemented in both Unguja 
and Pemba islands.

Other districts in Tanzanian main-
land include Sengerema, Kasulu and 
Ngorongoro

For his part, Dr Shein said that his 
government will provide all the need-
ed support to projects implemented 
by UNESCO.

He assured the UN official that his 
government honours the current rela-

tions and would continue to do so for 
the well-being of Tanzanians, noting 
that UNESCO has been implement-
ing a number of projects in the Indian 
Ocean archipelago.

He said most of the UNESCO’s sup-
ported projects ranges from educa-
tion, water, culture,  health and the en-
hancement of Stone Town of Zanzibar 
-- UNESCO World Heritage Centre

“All these projects have contrib-
uted to the development of Zanzibar 
islands,” President Shein said, com-
mending UNESCO’s initiatives to im-
prove education through  community 
radios in Micheweni area of  Pemba 
islands.

UNESCO due to come up with  
new programme  for the youth

Bishop Dr Charles Gadi of the Good News For All Ministry prays at Mapinga in Bagamoyo District at the weekend for Presi-

dent John Magufuli and the upcoming Southern African Development Community summit to be held in Dar es Salaam. 

Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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Pan African Parliament, WHO join efforts to champion the health agenda in Africa
PRAIA, Cape Verde

THE Pan African Parliament (PAP) and the 
World Health Organization (WHO) are working 
together to advance an effective health agenda 
on the continent. 

The Joint Work Plan 2019-2020 was dis-
cussed during the Joint Sitting of the PAP Per-
manent Committees on Health and Gender 
held in Praia this week.

Chairperson of the PAP Health, Labour and 
Social Committee,  Aurélien Simplice Zingas 
Kongbelet, recognized WHO as first technical 
partner of PAP and encouraged to continue 
their role as technical advisor and “take this 
cooperation to the National Parliaments and 
establish caucuses in specific health issues 
such as Tuberculosis and immunization”. 

This statement was done during the Public 
Health orientation session led by WHO Officer 
in Charge in Cabo Verde, Tomas Valdez.

“We had a very rich year of cooperation with 
strong engagement and solid outcomes, since 
the signing of the WHO and PAP Memorandum 
of Understanding last February, on the margins 

of the AU Summit. We had regular joint meet-
ings since then and we are planning follow-up 
discussions on other important issues such 
as maternal mortality, health security includ-
ing the implementation of the International 
Health Regulations in the region, highlighted 
Innocent Ntaganira, Head of the WHO Liaison 
Office to the African Union (AU) and the Eco-
nomic Commission for Africa (ECA).

The strategic areas for engagement of the 
Joint Work Plan presented by Innocent Nta-
ganira include Legislation, Advocacy, Budget 
allocation and Accountability. “Universal 
Health Coverage shall be the overall frame 
for the WHO-PAP engagement, with focused 
work plan aiming at concrete results, which 
stimulates close working relations between 
WHO country offices and National Parliaments 
Health Committees”, added.

The Health Committee sessions held in 
Praia were an opportunity to report back on 
actions undertaken until now and define the 
next cooperation steps. PAP adopted this year 
a resolution on the establishment of an Afri-
can Parliamentarian Caucus on Immunization, 

to drive the body’s commitment to ensuring 
all children across the African Continent have 
access to the vaccines they need. The Afri-
can Union Commission, in collaboration with 
WHO, will report back to Heads of State at the 
January 2020 AU Summit on progress made 
in attaining the 10 commitments of the Addis 
Ababa Declaration of Immunization.

Jean Marie Dangou, Coordinator of Non-
Communicable Diseases (NCD) Primary Pre-
vention at the WHO Regional Office for Africa, 
warned of the growing burden of NCDs in Af-
rica, perpetuating poverty and underdevelop-
ment and expressed that “WHO is committed 
to reduce the preventable and avoidable bur-
den of morbidity, mortality and disability due 
to NCDs by means of multisectoral collabora-
tion and cooperation at national, regional and 
global levels.”

“NCDs often coexist with communicable 
diseases such as Tuberculosis and HIV. Tack-
ling NCDs is central to achieving our global de-
velopment goals and targets, and to ensuring 
gender equity, socio-economic well-being and 
healthy lives for all”, informed the WHO Coor-

dinator for NCD Prevention. The meeting rec-
ommended this NCD presentation to be also 
made next October at the PAP ordinary ses-
sion, which brings together the 270 Members 
of Parliament (MP).

Likewise, during the session was also dis-
cussed the NCDs Call to Action that the PAP 
will present in the next plenary meeting to 
scale up the implementation of ambitious mul-
tisectoral national NCD responses and foster 
an integrated approach to achieving Universal 
Health Coverage (UHC).

 This declaration is a focused and prior-
itized plan aligned with the current context 
and health system challenges for Africa that 
will contribute to accelerate the implemen-
tation of the WHO NCD “Best Buys and other 
interventions for the prevention and control 
of NCDs” and mobilize adequate, equitable, 
predictable and sustained funding for national 
NCD responses, while promoting specific legal 
and regulatory assistance including innovative 
financing, and national multi-stakeholder dia-
logue and accountability.

“I will strongly advocate for this Call to Ac-

tion and NCDs presentation to be included in 
the agenda of the next plenary of PAP in Octo-
ber 2019 to convey this concern and officially 
launch the Immunization Caucus”, noted the 
Chairperson of the PAP Health, Labour and So-
cial Committee.

The Officer in Charge of WHO in Cabo Verde, 
Tomas Valdez, addressed to the audience of 
over 50 parliamentarians encouraging them 
to become health champions to achieve the 
targets of the Agenda 2063 and the Sustain-
able Development Goals. “It is critical for the 
future of the next generations to complement 
and integrate our actions for a common health 
agenda in Africa to tackle challenges such as 
maternal mortality, health security, immuni-
zation and UHC in our continent”, added the 
WHO Officer.

He advised that the figures presented on 
NCDs in Africa “should not be seen as intimi-
dating but they must call us for action. Most 
NCDs are preventable and solutions are in our 
hands, strategies to fight NCDs are available 
and WHO is ready to support African coun-
tries”.

By Mildred Europa Taylor

A GHANAIAN woman has final-
ly fulfilled her mission to climb 
Africa’s highest mountain, Mount 
Kilimanjaro, to raise awareness 
about online safety for children.

Awo Aidam Amenyah, who is 
also the executive director of the 
organization, Child Online Africa, 
reached the top of the mountain 
located in Tanzania on Sunday.

The climb was also to raise 
funds to support programmes 
in the area of online safety, liter-
acy and well-being programmes 
across the regions in Africa.

“It’s official: I walked at the 
highest point in Africa with the 
hope that the safety & well-Being 
of children online is taken a lot 
seriously on the African Conti-
nent,” she wrote on her Facebook 
page while sharing pictures of her 
achievement.

Amenyah had earlier indicated 
that her move to climb the con-
tinent’s highest mountain was to 
“send the message across to all 
the people concerned in Africa 
to do the needful for children and 
young people”.

“Many developed countries 
have made significant progress 
when it comes to children and 
young people’s safety on the In-
ternet, though that has not made 

them immune to the challenges 
we see these days: at least it has 
made most people including us 
what really the issues are when 
it comes to the safety and protec-
tion of children and young peo-
ple online.

“Same level of preparation 
cannot be said of the African 
continent. We have close to zero 
level of knowledge at some level 
for adults, you can imagine what 
children and young people will 
face then under the watch of such 
adults? The vulnerability is there 
for everyone but it is worse in the 
case of children,” she said.

Amenyah said that she chose to 
climb Kilimanjaro because “there 
could not have been any signifi-
cant location to make this call to 
Africans than at the Uhuru Peak 
of Kilimanjaro which is the high-
est point of Africa”.

With its summit about 4,900 
metres (16,100 ft) from its base 
and 5,895 metres (19,341 ft) above 
sea level, Mount Kilimanjaro is 
among Africa’s leading tourist 
attractions. The mountain has 

been the subject of many scien-
tific studies because of its shrink-
ing glaciers and disappearing ice 
fields. In recent years, it has been 
used to raise awareness about 
certain societal problems.

Six African women with albi-
nism who have overcome several 
challenges associated with their 
condition scaled the mountain 
last October to highlight their 
plight.

The novice climbers, who are 
visually impaired and between 
the ages of 26 and 35, were from 
Tanzania, Nigeria, Kenya, South 
Africa, Senegal and Zimbabwe. 
Each of them climbed the 19,340-
foot mountain every day for be-
tween four to five hours with a 
guide.

Jane Waithera, a human rights 
activist, speaker and change 
agent who was behind the initia-
tive, at the time, said: “The climb 
will give me and my sisters with 
albinism a platform to amplify 
our voices from Africa’s highest 
peak and challenge the stigma 
associated with albinism. We will 
be speaking not just for ourselves 
but also for the future generations 
of people with albinism, so that 
they may be given equal oppor-
tunities, dignity and respect. I see 
myself opening limitless doors to 
people with albinism in Africa.

Woman climbs Africa’s highest mountain to 
raise awareness on online safety for children

By Guardian Reporter and Agencies

KHADIJA Zuberi, 23, from Ruaha 
Mbuyuni village in Tanzania’s central 
highlands, is a single mother to her 
four-year-old son, Hashim.

It has been a financial struggle for 
Zuberi—who has completed high 
school, but has no further qualifica-
tions—to raise her son. While she is still 
in a relationship with Hashim’s father 
and he reportedly supports them, he 
doesn’t live in Ruaha Mbuyuni village, 
located in Iringa.

Zuberi has worked all sorts of jobs 
to provide for her son. She remembers 
her first job as a helper at a local food 
outlet. She was paid the equivalent of 
a dollar a day for a job that started at 
5am and ended 14 hours later.

“You find yourself working so hard 
and when you get paid you can’t even 
meet your basics needs,” she told IPS.

Last March, Zuberi became a recipi-
ent of a project called Malkia wetu, 
Swahili for ‘Our Queens’. It is a pro-
gramme run by Kilimo Kan, a local ag-
ribusiness that supports the develop-
ment of smallholder farmers in Iringa. 
Malkia wetu specifically targets young 
women between the ages of 14 and 
24 from Ruaha Mbuyuni village. After 
training the young women, they are 
each allocated a piece of land and ag-
ricultural inputs with the agreement 
that the produce will be sold back to 
Malkia wetu.

“The programme facilitates young 
women to use agribusiness to avoid 
risky livelihood options such as early 
marriage and pregnancy or prostitu-
tion and instead become financially 
literate, entrepreneurial leaders gen-
erating income from farming,” the 
company says on a Facebook post.

Now Zuberi runs her own small 

food business, selling soup to villagers 
in the morning and evening and also 
farming tomotoes. 

Many don’t have access to critical re-
productive health services

Young women like Zuberi aren’t an 
exception here. According to the Unit-
ed Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), 
one in four Tanzanian adolescents 
aged 15-19 have already begun having 
children and the fertility rate is five 
children for every women in a country 
of just over 57 million people.

While women are increasingly using 
contraceptives to plan their families, 
UNFPA states “there are still too many 
who lack agency, education, and ac-
cess to critical reproductive health 
services. The unmet need for family 
planning for married women (aged 15 
to 49) stands at 32 percent”.  

A Department for International De-
velopment (DFID) study titled “Barri-
ers to Women’s Economic Inclusion in 
Tanzania” lists these barriers as time 
poverty (because women spend signif-
icant time on household chores); lack 
of education; and even reproductive 
health pressures.

While Tanzania remains one of the 
African nations to experience sus-
tained economic growth, according to 
USAID this is limited by a high popula-
tion growth: “High population growth 
and low productivity in labour-inten-
sive sectors like agriculture, which 
employs 75 percent of the population, 
limit broad-based economic growth. ”

With less than 100 days to go before 
the Nairobi Summit on the Interna-
tional Conference on Population and 
Development (ICPD25), African and 
Asian Parliamentarians met in Dar es 
Salaam, Tanzania from Aug. 5 to 8 to 
address what needs to be done ahead 
of the November summit.

ICPD25 refers to a 1994 meeting in 
Cairo, Egypt, where world govern-
ments adopted a plan of action, calling 
for women’s reproductive health and 
rights to take centre stage in national 
and global development efforts.

Titled the “African and Asian Par-
liamentarians’ Meeting on Population 
and Development for ICPD+25”, the 
Tanzania meeting this week aimed to 
provide a platform for deepening re-
gional parliamentarians’ understand-
ing of the significance of UNFPA’s work 
and equipping parliamentarians with 
knowledge and skills to take concrete 
measures to advance the implementa-
tion of the ICPD Programme of Action 
and Sustainable Development Goals.

The Programme of Action recog-
nises “that reproductive health and 
rights, as well as women’s empower-
ment and gender equality, are cor-
nerstones of population and devel-
opment programmes,” according to 
UNFPA. The meeting was organised 
by the Asian Population and Devel-
opment Association (APDA). While 
parliamentarians recognised that 
progress had been made since Cairo, 
considerable gaps remain within cer-
tain countries.

Tanzania’s Speaker of parliament, 
Job Ndugai, said that his country was 
committed to the ICPD Programme of 
Action. He also urged Tanzanians to 
limit the size of their families relation 
to their economic status so that par-
ents could provide their children with 
the basic necessities.

“We should look at this on a family 
level. You and your family…the chil-
dren that you are [having] do they 
reflect your financial status? The im-
portant thing here is the amount of 
people we have should relate with our 
economic [status],’’ said Ndugai.

‘To uplift a woman is to uplift a village’

Frank Anthony, Tigo’s Morogoro regional sales manager, speaks at the launch of 3G network site at Kisaki in Morogoro region at the week-

end. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Global Packaging managing director Benno Mwitumba (L) shows one of the items produced at his factory to members of 

a Southern African Development Community delegation who visited the facility in Coast Region at the weekend. Photo: 

Guardian Correspondent
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A complex question of identity
By Andile Zulu

I
N a political climate 
where race continues 
to loom hauntingly, 
questions about who 

is or isn’t African can appear 
as a divisive exercise in race-
baiting. 

“Are white South Africans 
African?” Five years ago I 
would have dismissed the 
question as dumb. The an-
swer is in the query itself. And 
while the African identity of 
whites in this country is com-
plicated, their bond and be-
longing then appeared indis-
putable. Most were born here 
and some can trace their fam-
ily histories back hundreds of 
years. 

Listening to white people 
speak of this country, their 
attachment to this tip of the 
continent is passionate in its 
sincerity. Yes, there is a pan-
icked escape to Australia or 
New Zealand, but to most, 
South Africa cannot be de-
fined as anything other than 
home. 

In a political climate where 
race continues to loom haunt-
ingly, questions about who 
is or isn’t African can appear 
as a divisive exercise in race-
baiting. Nonetheless, recently 
I don’t feel at all confident 
calling whites of this country 
African. Let’s be clear, I don’t 
have any authority to grant 
or rip away another person’s 
identity. I don’t think anyone 
has the power or knowledge 
to unearth or construct an 
objective definition of what it 
means to be African. 

To look across this continent 
and examine more than a bil-
lion people who inhabit hun-
dreds of languages, dozens of 
religions and myriad cultures, 
and assemble a universal defi-
nition of what it means to be 
African would be a daunting 
task. Still, when I hear some 
white people claim the la-
bel of African as their own, a 
stinging frustration makes my 
headache and stomach twist. I 
can’t ignore this feeling, espe-
cially because now more than 
ever I see an increasing num-
ber of white people, some-
times in hysterical aggression, 
clinging onto that broad, mal-
leable umbrella of “African”. 
But why does any of this mat-
ter? Hasn’t the obsession with 
differentiating human beings 
on superficial lines of ethnic-
ity and race nearly ruined 
this country? I’d like to argue 
that the categories we have 
invented are not as superficial 

as they seem. They are in fact 
rooted in history many have 
yet to unravel: an era in which 
“white” wasn’t a mere descrip-
tion of light skin and thin hair, 
but the genesis of a new cat-
egory of human. A human 
whose very essence needed to 
be imbued with superiority, a 
superiority over other newly 
encountered humans. A supe-
riority justified by the church, 
science and state. 

British soldiers, French min-
isters, Dutch merchants and 
German missionaries needed 
to become white – why? To 
devour the Earth’s resources 
for themselves, wage war on 
indigenous populations who 
refused to be subjugated, own 
the bodies of other human 
beings for profit and create 
governments that maintained 
the political and economic 
supremacy of this new “kind” 
of human. The horrors of con-
quest needed to be masked by 
the newly-forged mythology 
of race. 

Labels are unavoidable and 
identity indispensable. They 
serve us as existential tools: 
to profess our commitment to 
certain values, define our re-
lationship to others, express 
our loyalties and help us cre-
ate the sense of purpose we 
endlessly crave in our lives. 
It’s why I find the response of 
“I was born here” to be inade-
quate. It doesn’t deal with the 
complex meanings of identity. 
Sadly, the labels we have cre-
ated in recent history have 
worked to stifle human free-
dom rather than enable its 
flourishing. 

I’m closer to understanding 
the basis of my current frus-
trations: the Africa I know and 
the one romantically adored 
by some white people are al-
most radically different. Teas-
ing at a very simple definition, 
one could argue that those 
who are African experience 
their identity as a relationship 
to certain languages, religious 
beliefs, moral values, tradi-
tions, artistic tastes and living 
memory of colonial subjuga-
tion; a moment of the past 
which permeates the African 
present. 

I deem the love of Africa by 
some white people to be ro-
mantic because like the love 
you have for a high school 
crush, it’s produced by dis-
tance from the thing one sup-
posedly loves. The object of 
love isn’t seen in its entirety 
but rather through a selective, 
idealistic lens – specifically 
from afar and above. How can 

some whites call themselves 
African when they do what-
ever is possible to distance 
themselves from their “fellow” 
Africans? I’m not referring to 
the state-imposed segregation 
of apartheid. Casual forms of 
apartheid still exist today. 

We know what the social 
chasms among us look like. 
White parents who lament 
the swarming of private and 
former Model C schools with 
black faces. The braais where 
the sound of crackling fire 
mingles with grievances over 
the downward spiral of the 
neighbourhood as one more 
Indian or coloured family set-
tles down the street. 

Hundreds of years later and 
I still find myself having to ex-
plain common cultural prac-
tices to some white friends. 
Hundreds of years later and 
still many white citizens have 
a weak grasp of indigenous 
languages. It’s 25 years later, 
yet some white ears remain 
numb and a few willingly dead 
to calls for the economic jus-
tice that was deferred in 1994. 

There are exceptions to this 
state of mutual alienation. 
Hearing Johnny Clegg being 
called a white African or white 
Zulu causes no dissonance in 
my mind. In his artistry and 
anthropological work, one 
sees engagement with Zulu 
culture that is intimate. It’s an 
engagement fuelled by a pas-
sion to know those denigrated 
as “Other” and see them as hu-
man – unlike the many culture 
vultures enamoured by the 
exotic natives. 

There have been, and in-
creasingly are today among 
younger generations, white 
people who interact with Af-
rica and Africans from with-
in rather than from afar or 
above. The gap between the 
Africa of whites and people 
of colour springs from eco-
nomic conditions left largely 
untouched by our transition 

into democracy. It’s one thing to be told that you are a 
superior kind of human being; in itself, the illusion of 
supremacy is obviously absurd, but ultimately harmless. 
When delusions are corroborated by-laws and economic 
policy, the fantasy of supremacy can become lethal to a 
society. 

The political dominance of whites in SA during apart-
heid and colonialism was grounded in economic systems 
that demanded cheap labour. This meant most people of 
colour existed as instruments, tools to expand the indus-
try, grow profit and keep eternal the prosperity of white 
South Africa. The truth of another person’s humanity is 
veiled when people only see each other either as a serv-
ant or master. 

Some of you may object: apartheid is over. We are all 
equal before the law. I partly agree, the political project 
of white supremacy is dead. Yet the uneven and unfair 
distribution of wealth, inextricably tied to the resources 
and opportunities that come with it, remains as a lively 
relic of the past, therefore the dynamics of master and 
servant continue. 

Of course, it isn’t as clear-cut as it used to be. There are 
working-class and poor whites who will never know the 
riches gained by a gradually growing black elite. Nonethe-
less, white citizens largely remain in the upper brackets of 
socio-economic wellbeing. 

Most of the African faces they encounter exist to serve 
them food, clean their homes, sweep their streets, tend 
their gardens, mop their corporate floors and unearth pre-
cious minerals in their mines or assemble machines in their 
factories. 

The point of questioning the battles over identity is to 
cast critical suspicion on categories we take for granted. I 
suspect that some white people latch on to the mantle of 
African to frantically paint over an uncomfortable element 
of their identity. 

amely, that the majority are the descendants of colonial 
settlers. Discussing these origins isn’t an attempt to shame 
white people or extract from them some misplaced admis-
sion of guilt. Rather it’s an attempt to reconcile contradic-
tions: If the economic blueprints that positioned people as 
“white” are still partly abided by, and if they result in whites 
being positioned as relatively privileged and socially seg-
regated from those with whom they “share” the continent, 
then what substantiates their claims to being African? 

Maybe the question is not who is or isn’t African. History 
has dropped us all onto this continent. Peaceful co-exist-
ence, at least as peaceful as humans can be, is a necessity 
now more than ever. We tried creating peace on founda-
tions of hollow reconciliation, it failed. Indifference to the 
injustices of the past and present will not achieve the sta-
bility this country needs. It is worryingly clear that how 
wealth is currently massed and distributed in South Af-
rica is unsustainable. 

Perhaps reflection on how we exist in Africa, and how 
we relate to all its people, is a route to explore. Do we 
relate as those who subdue and exploit, or as free and 
equal citizens, deeply conscious of other’s humanity?
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We shouldn’t tolerate use of 
car lights endangering safety

P
OLICE have issued a strong 
warning to motorists who 
change their car lights or 
motorcycle lights configu-

ration by fixing powerful additional 
ones, making it easier for them to see 
the road ahead and often paralyzing 
the sight for other motorists. Dar es Sa-
laam Special Police Zone Commander 
Lazaro Mambosasa said this  a press-
briefing on controls on movement of 
motor vehicles and especially passen-
ger motorcycles during this period of 
a series of meetings related to annual 
summit of the Southern African Devel-
opment Community (SADC). The key 
point was adding nuisance lights trou-
bling road users.

The commander elaborated on the 
manner in which individual drivers 
add lights to give them a peculiar ad-
vantage on the road, as other users, 
either drivers or pedestrians, are com-
pelled to stand aside or clear the way 
for the powerful searchlight car or 
motorcycle to pass. 

The RPC said at times this kind of 
facility is vital for acknowledged func-
tions, but it is misused by private mo-
torists to clear the road so that they 
pass at their own comfort. Other us-
ers first think the car or motorcycle is 
likely to be up to something important 
security-wise or thereof, and then dis-
covers it is little more than a naughty 
boy.

The RPC said that when a motorist 
meets that kind of vehicle, he or she is 
compelled to slow down and move to 
the left, nearly having to park, for the 
powerful headlights to pass first. Obvi-
ously there is no reason anyone should 
inconvenience other motorists just for 
amusement - rushing to a bar, a wait-

ing girlfriend and that sort of irritating 
explanation for searchlight and speed-
ing. The police said that hunt for that 
sort of vehicles was being launched, 
and clearly not everyone has heard 
the RPC as even after this was spoken, 
that kind of light was visible, people 
still insisting on enjoying themselves 
on major roads.

It is important that this matter is 
followed up for driving is part of so-
cial facilities where equity should be 
the rule, that one has lights that cor-
respond to the size of the vehicle, 
and indeed the level of lighting that is 
regulated by law and known to manu-
facturers. When lights meant for other 
functions or uses are just padded on 
a vehicle at the behest of the user, so 
that he becomes ‘king of the road,’ 
then such a person ought to be shown 
his right place, which could be a fine 
and spending a few hours at a police 
station to rectify the lighting system. A 
few will grumble, those who are habit-
ually undisciplined, citing ‘freedom.’

The majority of road users, includ-
ing responsible drivers, will see the 
sense – and urgency – of this police 
operation and will not find this as an 
intrusion, as that kind of behavior is 
proclivity and meanness which is of-
ten confused for personal taste. Free-
dom for exercising this or other kind 
of taste ought to be done within the 
realm of the law, which essentially im-
plies that the freedom of others to do 
the same is not interfered with. That 
is exactly where this notion of style 
or freedom errs, for it only sees a re-
lationship between the driver and the 
road, not the driver and other road 
users, as they appear to be irrelevant 
there.

Women’s soccer team has 
done us proud, once again

T
ANZANIA’s Under-20 
women soccer side, Tan-
zanite, lived to the repu-
tation that the country’s 

women soccer side has built in 
the past two or three years. They 
reached the final of the U-20 CE-
CAFA Women’s Championship, 
while the proper women’s national 
side holds the CECAFA title that it 
has won twice. There was of course 
plenty of chance that the U-20 ti-
tle would also come to Tanzania in 
yesterday’s midday final, but luck 
can’t always be counted upon to 
deliver. We all expected the best, 
all the same.

Their opponents, the Zambian 
side are also a well regarded team 
as the senior side was in the semi-
final clash against Botswana and all 
talk in Zambian newspapers was 
that they should ‘emulate their jun-
iors’ in reaching the final.  

Like ourselves in this instance 
they were also counting on luck, to 
reach that far for both teams, and 
seemingly asking too much from 
Lady Luck just like ourselves, as 
Tanzania is current champions of 
the senior women’s CECAFA tour-
nament, and was looking forward 
to add the U-20 title as well. It is 
elating for the national spirit but it 
can be a torture to wish to succeed 
all the way but it happens.

The stage for the Tanzania-Zam-
bia final was prepared after the 
Zambians beat Zimbabwe 1-0 to 
qualify to the inaugural Cosafa U20 
Women Championship final in Port 
Elizabeth. Zambia scored in the 
32nd minute of the game and lit-
tle changed up to the final whistle, 
so they were waiting for the other 
semifinal, where Tanzania edged 
South Africa by the same score line. 
It was thus a happy moment for the 
two finalists as theU-20 tourna-
ment for women has just been re-
stored, after it was in abeyance for 

30 years.
Chroniclers say that the first 

tournament was played in Zanzibar 
in 1986 and won by the host team. 
After that there was no tournament 
for the next thirty years,, while ef-
forts continued to revive the rour-
nament.. They say a bold effort to 
hold the women’s championship in 
the CECAFA region was attempted 
in Zanzibar for October 2007, but 
the tournament was cancelled and 
never played. The next edition then 
was proposed for 2016, a full nine 
years later 

That 2016 edition was hosted by 
Uganda and played in Jinja, while 
noticeably there were no other 
bids to host the tournament, on the 
basis of the chronicler. 

Tanzania won the championship 
and also Burundi were playing their 
first official FIFA recognized games 
ever, and in that context the 2019 
edition was again won by Tanzania. 

This shows that Tanzania stands 
well in this genre of competition in 
the region, something we often lack 
in familiar men’s tournaments.

Still we have had something to 
show in Under-21 CECAFA champi-
onship for men, as Serengeti Boys 
won the CECAFA Youth Champion-
ship last year, despite that it was 
their first win ever in that coutna-
ment. 

That means our teams are either 
improving as in the latter context 
or stable as in the women’s tour-
naments – and it appears, similar 
stories can be narrated by our re-
gional rivals or current opponents. 

Reaching the final and especially 
grabbing the title is a huge morale 
booster for the sport, as it creates 
role models for youths to follow, 
the way great sportsmen and wom-
en constantly do. 

Winning the final would add 
up to a legend that is already be-
ing built. Well done Tanzanite and 
keep up the spirit.
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Start the week with Cynthia Stacey

…in homage to Nane Nane Day...and all things agricultural!

 Tanzania to boost palm oil production to reduce edible oil importation

J
ambo for the week, and did you see 
any cheering sights in the last one…I 
did!

…It was of President John Pombe 
magufuli…doing very impressive ‘press 
ups’ in some media photos.   What a 
change from all the usual boring pictures 
of so called important people, shaking 
hands with other so called important 
people… or speaking at the many semi-
nars, conferences, contract signings etc…  
plus presentation awards for services to 
…whatever, the themes remain constant.

It’s nearly ten years ago, that a number 
of local newspapers, showed a charming 
photograph of former president Jakaya 
Kikwete and a female companion, sit-
ting relaxed on a grassy area, smiling and 
chatting to one another.

In a clever analysis of its composi-
tion and the story behind it, journalist 
Joachim  buwembo said in the Guardian 
on Sunday, “Give us more of those great 
photographs”.

bemoaning the often dulll and predict-
able pictures that illed the newspapers 
then, especially at election times, he 
says there are so many opportunities for 
quirky and interesting photo shots, and 
he’s right.    

anway, it was a good time to take that  
picture of JK visiting makete, but it was 
a missed chance for another group of 
people whose project in the area was on 
the verge of collapse….and looking at the 
photo…I thought makete?...then I remem-
bered…the ailing apple project.

…”an apple a day, keeps the doctor 
away”, goes a well known saying in Eng-
land.  Fortunately not wholy true, but 
at 600 to 1000sh a piece in Tanzania, 
citizens  must have found  suitable substi-
tutes for a doctorless lifestyle!

but over the years, It’s been shocking 
to see this fruit imported from South 
africa, along with other products that 
should be locally produced, and I’ve long 
asked why apples can’t be grown here…
but it seems they can, very successfully.  

In February 2009, when President Kik-
wete was visiting the area, the promoter 
of an apple project in makete,  Elisha 
mahenge, told a government paper that 
they started it in 2003, but terrible access 
roads made it impossible to haul the hun-
dreds of tons of fruit they’d grown to the 

market.
He said they couldn’t even get a 100/- 

for an apple, but in Iringa they were sell-
ing for 400 to 600/-, and they’d called on 
the government to help save the 30 mil-
lion  /- investment.  

Sadly, he said that “they’d  yet to feel the 
impact of the Kilimo Kwanza initiative 
there, as they didn’t  have extension of-
icers, and the infrastructure was poor”.

Though I tried, I never found out what 
happened to this venture, but it would 
have been too much of a fairytale ending 
to hope that someone from the project 
chanced to meet the president when he 
went vote hunting in the area…and on 
requesting assistance from him…. magi-
cally got it!

but there’d have been no better ex-
ample than this, for the government’s 
new found commitment to agriculture 
to have been put to the test.     and if JK 
could have improbably been the poster 
boy…I can just see it…the picturesque ru-
ral setting…the white teeth lashing as he 
bites into a shiny red apple, besides a bill 
board bearing the words… “THINK Lo-
CaL, bUY LoCaL …a maKETE aPPLE a 
DaY KEEPS THE DoCToR aWaY”.

Yeah, it could have been another 
groovy image…but even groovier if the 
project had been saved!  

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
When I irst came to Tanzania in great 

ignorance of the country, on learning 
(as it was then) that over 80 per cent of 
its people were rural peasants, I naively 
thought that as the dominant majority 
with a crucial role, they’d be a powerful 
voice.

but I eventually realised that the term 
“agricultural backbone” and those it 
represented, had become just a useful 
descriptive peg for ambitious leaders to 
hang their commitment from, and make 
empty declarations about. 

How much past neglect of the peasant 
farmer in the darkened rural recesses has 
contributed to the poverty, I don’t know, 
but in a bold query, given the often feeble 
language of diplomacy, a former German 
ambassador Dr. Guido Hertz, citing the 
abundant resources here, asked a few 
years ago…”Why all this poverty in Tan-
zania?”.  

of course many sectors apart from ag-
riculture can strengthen the economic 

By Correspondent  Gerald Kitabu, 
Bariadi 

T
aNzaNIa, like other african na-
tions along the equator in East 
and West africa, is investing to 
boost the cultivation of oil palm 

and production of palm oil. The Tanza-
nian government has announced a plan 
to set aside some US$4.3 million to boost 
plantation area and output in the Kigoma 
region of the country, where 80 per cent 
of the country’s palm oil is currently pro-
duced.

Native to West africa, suitable climate 
and soil have also made oil palm a poten-
tially attractive crop in East africa. The 
goal of the investment is not to groom 
palm oil as an export, but to reduce the 
imports of edible vegetable oils – in line 
with similar plans announced in Nigeria, 
Cameroon and Uganda. beyond cultiva-
tion, Tanzania is also looking into up-
grading the palm oil processing facility 
in Kwitanga and to also make the former 
prison the national research centre of 
palm oil.

Tanzania imports some 55 per cent of 
the country’s total edible oil consump-
tion, mainly palm oil and sunlower oil. 
National palm oil demand is estimated 
to be some 600,000 tons; domestic pro-
duction is tiny and the majority of im-
ported palm oil is sourced from malaysia.

Planted areas in Tanzania are cur-
rently estimated to be less than 50,000 
hectares, but the  signiicant local and 
foreign investment could triple that area 
over the next ive years.

oil palm is one of the main sources 
of cooking oil worldwide and Tanzania 
in particular. The crop has the highest 
yields of edible oil per hectare than all 
other oil-producing crops like sunlower, 
sesame, groundnut, cotton, and soybean. 
acting Centre Director and National Co-
ordinator for oil palm research in Tanza-
nia. Dr. Filson mbezi Kagimbo granted an 
exclusive interview with Guardian Corre-
spondent GERaLD KITabU at Nanenane 
in Nyakabindi exhibitions grounds, bari-
adi district, Simiyu region.

In Tanzania, palm oil is the most con-
sumed oil due to its widespread availabil-
ity and, at a relative lower-price. In 2016, 
Tanzania edible oil consumption was 
estimated to be 570,000 mT, 64 percent 

of it being palm oil, 30 percent sunlower 
oil and 2 percent cottonseed oil. In the 
same year, Tanzania edible oil produc-
tion was estimated to be 210,000 mT, 83 
per cent  of it being sunlower oil, 5 per-
cent cotton seed oil and 2 percent palm 
oil. This indicates that about 99.3 percent 
of palm oil consumed in Tanzania is im-
ported from other palm oil producing 
countries. Tanzania spends about 432 
billion shillings per year to import edible 
oil from foreign countries. Such expendi-
ture stands as one of the stumbling block 
for the economic growth of the country.

In Tanzania, oil palm production is 
mainly concentrated in Kigoma region, 
which accounts for more than 80 per-
cent of all oil palm production in Tan-
zania. other producing region includes 
mbeya, morogoro, Kagera, Tanga, Dar es 
Salaam, Coast and zanzibar. The average 
oil palm yield in Tanzania is 1.6 tons per 
hectare which is lower than the average 
yield of 8 to 9 tons per hectare obtained 
in malaysia. The low palm oil produced is 
contributed to the use of low yielding oil 
palm varieties, small area of land devot-
ed to palm production, poor agronomic 
practices, use of low-quality planting ma-

terial, old palm trees which have not been replanted 
for over 70 years, poor processing facilities and lack 
of extension services. 

To ensure availability of enough edible oil and 
reducing expenditures on acquisition of edible oil 
from foreign countries, Tanzania is now promot-
ing oil palm production.  In 2018 the government of 
Tanzania have included oil palm in the list of stra-
tegic priority crops. Tanzania government went a 
step further by establishing oil palm research cen-
tre (TaRI Kihinga) in Kigoma  region which is one of 
the research centres under Tanzania agriculture Re-
search Institute. The Centre has a national mandate 
to conduct and coordinate all research on all aspects 
of oil palm value chain in Tanzania. TaRI Kihinga 
was oicially established in July 2018 and started 
operating   oicially in october 2018. Currently the 
centre has 9 research staf and 4 allied workers.

Three oil palm varieties are locally grown in Tan-
zania. Dura is the widely grown variety in Tanzania. 
The variety is characterized by thin mesocarp, thick 
shell and low yield potential. Dura constitutes about 
90 percent of all oil palm trees grown in Tanzania. 
The second variety is Pisifera which is characterized 
by thick mesocarp and have no shell. Pisifera con-
stitutes about less than 0.01 percent of all oil palm 
trees in Tanzania and are hardly found. The third 
variety is Tenera hybrid which is produced from a 
cross between Dura and Pisifera. Tenera is a popu-

lar commercial variety in large oil palm producing 
countries characterized by thick mesocarp and thin 
shell with high yielding potential. In Tanzania, Ten-
era variety consititutes about 10 percent of all oil 
palm trees grown and it produces 5-10 times higher 
palm oil compared to Dura. most farmers in Tan-
zania grow exclusively Dura type with low yielding 
potential in old farms which have been established 
in 1920s and have never been replanted ever since. 
This is one of the main caused for low oil palm yield 
in Tanzania. 

TaRI’s three most important interventions to 
boost oil palm production in Tanzania. 

To boost oil palm production in Tanzania for in-
creasing palm oil availability, among others, three 
most important interventions needs to be fulilled: 
The irst intervention is the production of improved 
commercial oil palm variety (Tenera) and supply to 
farmers. The second intervention is to deploy all the 
potential area for palm oil production in Tanzania 
by planting Tenera variety. The third intervention 
is to replant the old oil palm trees existing in Tan-
zania with Tenera variety. TaRI Kihinga has a prior-
ity to produce improved oil palm variety (Tenera) 
and supply to oil palm growers at the same time 
sensitizing oil palm growers on the importance of 
replanting their old oil palm trees with Tenera vari-
ety. Given the availability of improved oil palm va-
riety, Tanzania has a potential to be a big producer 
of palm oil because there is ample land suitable for 
oil palm production. For instance, in Kigoma region 
114,000 ha are suitable for oil palm production but 
only 23,000 ha are planted.

Since october 2018, TaRI Kihinga has pollinat-
ed 1,290 oil palm lowers which are expected to 
yield 1,935,000 improved Tenera seeds when they 
mature. This amount of seeds can be planted on 
38,700 acres of land. The good news is that, TaRI 
Kihinga have started harvesting oil palm fresh fruit 
bunches which were pollinated in october 2018. at 
this juncture, 41 bunches have been harvested and 
processed to seeds where 63,000 improved Tenera 
seeds were obtained. The seeds have been distrib-
uted to three institutes which were appointed by the 
government to be oil palm production sites in Tan-
zania. Kwitanga Prison received 30,000 improved 
seeds which will be planted on 600 acres; JKT bu-
lombora received 19,000 improved seeds which will 
be planted on 393 acres and Ilagala prison received 
10,000 which will be planted on 200 acres of land. 
Kwitanga prison, JKT bulombora and Ilagala prison 
are prepared to plant 6,000; 2,000 and 500 acres 
respectively. TaRI Kihinga will supply the improved 
oil palm seeds to these institutes before supplying to 
Kigoma district councils and other growing regions 
of Tanzania.

W
E only have one 
Earth. Nature is 
where human 
beings exist 

and develop, thus the way 
forward shall be green devel-
opment in accordance with 
with nature and eco-friendly 
progress.

“We must protect this 
planet like our own eyes, 
and cherish nature the way 
we cherish life. We must pre-
serve what gives our planet 
life and embrace green de-
velopment.” 

The remarks of Chinese 
President Xi Jinping at the 
opening ceremony of the 
International Horticultural 
Exhibition 2019 beijing carry 
huge signiicance.

In the irst half of this year, 
the Chinese President at-
tended a series of interna-
tional events and diplomatic 
activities where he spared 
no eforts to promote the 
ecological civilization char-
acterized by harmonious 
coexistence between man 
and nature, calling the world 
to work together for a green 
and better future for all and 
contribute to sustainability.

Today, China has become 
an important participant, 
contributor, and torchbearer 
in the global endeavor for 
ecological civilization.

John b. Cobb, one of the 
earliest scholars to bring up 
the concept of “green GDP” 
and member of american 
academy of arts and Sci-
ences, remarked that China 
has shed a light of hope upon 
global ecological civilization.

The belt and Road is a road 
for open and green develop-
ment, and green develop-
ment is one of the most im-
portant guiding principles 
for the high-quality construc-
tion of the belt and Road.

at the second belt and 
Road Forum on International 
Cooperation (bRF), it was 
proposed by President Xi to 
launch green infrastructure 
projects, make green invest-
ment and provide green i-
nancing to protect the Earth 
which we all call home.

In this connection, China 
and its partners have set up 
the belt and Road Sustain-
able Cities alliance and the 
belt and Road Initiative (bRI) 
International Green Develop-
ment Coalition, formulated 
the Green Investment Prin-
ciples for the belt and Road 
Development, set up the bRI 
Environmental big Data Plat-
form and implemented the 
belt and Road South-South 
Cooperation Initiative on Cli-
mate Change.

These concrete moves and 
plans indicated that building 
a green belt and Road is real 
actions rather than empty 
talks. Under China’s eforts 
to promote green develop-
ment of the belt and Road, 
wildlife-crossing structures 
have been built for Kenya’s 
mombasa-Nairobi Standard 
Gauge Railway to allow safe 
passage for girafes and other 
wildlife; Sinai Peninsula of 
Egypt is analyzing China’s 
experiences of water-saving 
terraces; and brazil has built 
the belo monte super high 
voltage hydroelectric plant 
that runs on clean energy.

on the way to construct a 
green belt and Road, Chinese 
green technologies and plans 
are beneiting the people of 
participating countries and 
regions.

The International Horticul-
tural Exhibition 2019 beijing 
was held by the beautiful 

Guishui River and at the foot 
of the majestic Great Wall. at 
the opening ceremony of the 
Exhibition, President Xi de-
livered an important speech, 
noting that the world needs 
to advocate harmony be-
tween man and nature, pur-
sue prosperity through green 
development, follow a phi-
losophy that cares for nature, 
adopt a scientiic approach 
to ecological conservation, 
and join hands to meet com-
mon challenges. These ive 
proposals have chartered the 
course for global countries in 
working together to build a 
clean and beautiful world.

The world is seeing strong 
needs to live in a more 
“green” environment, and 
China is showing the world 
how to do that, how to make 
decisions and how to imple-
ment, said President bernard 
oosterom of International 
association of Horticultural 
Producers (aIPH), giving 
high recognition on China’s 
responsibility to promote 
global ecological civilization 
at all levels.

The interests and security 
of every country in the glob-
al village are intertwined. 
In President Xi’s proposal 
to build an open, inclusive, 
clean and beautiful world 
that enjoys lasting peace, uni-
versal security, and common 
prosperity, “clean and beauti-
ful” possesses an important 
position.

During President Xi’s trip 
to Europe in march, he said 
that the community with 
a shared future for man-
kind boasts lots of common 
grounds and similarities with 
one planet initiative pro-
posed by his French counter-
part Emmanuel macron. The 
French President gave high 
evaluation on China’s impor-
tant role in and contribution 
to climate change, peace 
keeping and other multilat-
eral agendas. 

President Xi also called for 
each party to contribute wis-
dom and power to building a 
better homeland at a global 
governance forum held by 
China and France.

When attending the 23rd 
St. Petersburg International 
Economic Forum, President 
Xi called for concerted ef-
forts to fully implement the 
United Nations’ 2030 sustain-
able development agenda 
and stressed the importance 
of economic growth, social 
development and environ-
mental protection. 

He systematically ex-
pounded the proposal to 
enhance global cooperation 
on sustainable development, 
noting that China will stick to 
the pursuit of green develop-
ment, and try to build a beau-
tiful homeland with harmo-
nious coexistence between 
humanity and nature.

During the G20 osaka 
Summit, China and France 
once again held a meeting on 
climate change together with 
the United Nations, reairm-
ing their strong commitment 
to enhancing international 
cooperation on climate 
change to ensure full and ef-
fective implementation of 
the Paris agreement. China’s 
“nature-based solution” was 
hailed by Secretary-Gen-
eral of the United Nations 
antónio Guterres.

China’s promise and ac-
tions to practice green de-
velopment have won wide 
appraisal from the interna-
tional society.  

People’s Daily

‘backbone’, and a past Guardian article explaining 
why they didn’t, gave a partial insight into why the 
nation had remained poor, and what had kept it so.

attending an investors meeting in Germany near-
ly a decade ago, Tanzanian benjamin Nkonya was 
surprised they knew so much about his country, and 
logging on to their research website, said he started 
learning also.

as a child, he said jatropha seeds in his area were 
used for lighting and the plants for livestock hedging 
etc., but a German entrepreneur he met was proces-
sisng these in Rukwa region, and exporting them as 
biofuel.

and he said, “we only later learnt the potential”.   
Likening it to the times when natives in Shinyanga 
used to play with ‘stones’ that later became the stock 
of the Williamson diamond mines, which at the 
time, brought wealth to the foreigners, but not the 
locals.

The long established and well resourced Sokoine 
University of agriculture also could have played its 
part, having a broad base of specialised experts, but 
mr Nkonya says their indings often lay dormant, 
though it was the governments role to transform 
them into action.     

 He said, this created a vacuum, easily illed by 
foreigners who came here, took the indings to their 
entrepreneurs, who then returned to proit from the 
results…the ‘stones’ to diamonds syndrome without 
beneit to the stones owners!

one way of changing this, he thought, could be to 
link research and training organisations directly to 

entrepreneurs and inancial institutions.   This made 
sense, and in the time since it was written, might 
have been spotted by an alert government oicial 
in the ield, and now, hopefully  be common prac-
tice…….maybe?     

Whatever the case, it’s very cheering to see the 
huge changes that have taken place in the last dec-
ade, and today, agriculture is the buzz word, infor-
mation and training is available for farmers, and the 
vital role of extension oicers inally acknowleged 
and acted on.    Like teachers in the past, farmers  
were respected and valued members of the commu-
nity, but limited  government input and inadequate 
commitment to the sector, among other factors over 
the years, demoralised their calling and themselves.

but the agricultural Council of Tanzania (aCT)  
Chairperson Jacqueline mkindi recently said,  “For 
the irst time ever in the history of the country, agri-
culture has become a priority in the national budget 
…and the government is determined to create a 
sound investment environment in this sector.”

…of course they should, and it’s vital to do so….but 
…oh dear, that much used word ‘investment” again, 
which in any  context,  translates into money and 
proit…but can we not for a change, think in terms 
of happy farmers, meaning happy families = equals 
happy citizens.     So collective pride in the nation, 
yes, should the resultant success of the agriculture 
sector become a proitable reality, …but with the 
proviso, that the people come irst, and the creating 
of another opportunity to ill the government cof-
fers...second.. oh yeah!.

China to jointly build a beautiful 
planet with rest of the world

Chinese President Xi Jinping

FEaTURES

Agriculture, now a high profile sector, is undergoing a transformation.   A beneficiarys of the FAO 
supported youth incubation programmes, Levina Christopher, and other members of Umoja ni Nguvu, 
work on their green pepper field at Msalato area in Dodoma.  Now well promoted, drip irrigation is a 
modern way of crop watering, which has gained popularity in the last few years.  File photo

National oil palm research coordinator Dr Filson Mbezi Kagimbo displays a bunch 
of healthy oil palm fruits during the Nane Nane exhibitions held at national level at 
Nyakabindi in Bariadi District, Simiyu Region. Photo: Correspondent Gerald Kitabu
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  Inside Africa’s bid for digital economy

  Here’s how the world can be better prepared to handle epidemics

  By Julius Bizimungu

N
ETWORK infrastructure and 
connectivity are backbone of 
a vibrant digital economy.Yet, 
there is still a big gap when 

it comes to linkages in transport, com-
munications, energy, and water net-
works across the African continent.

This was observed on Tuesday at the 
‘Investment Forum’ organised by the 
Rwanda Development Board (RDB) 
and Africa50, ahead of the latter’s An-
nual General Shareholders’ Meeting on 
Wednesday.

At the forum, experts from the bank-
ing sector, technology, and health, 
made a case for increased investment 
to bridge the gap in Africa’s infrastruc-
ture connectivity, which they said will 
be realised through private and public 
partnerships.

Infrastructure funding gap in Africa 
is estimated to be around $130-170 bil-
lion a year, according to the African De-
velopment Bank.

To bridge such a gap, Diane Karusisi 
(pictured) , the chief executive officer 
of Bank of Kigali, cited a case of Rwan-
da and the lead that Government took 
to lay out broadband infrastructure to 
enhance connectivity.

“Rwanda was a pioneer in laying the 
fibre optic backbone across the coun-
try to enable last-mile connectivity. 
This has helped businesses a lot - those 
in smart transportation and bankers 
like us - to ensure our customers easily 
transact on their mobile phones from 
wherever they are,” she said.

The fibre optic backbone has also 
seen more people in Rwanda connect 
to the internet, and currently, internet 
penetration stands at about 50 per cent 
of the population.

Harkirit Singh, the Global Head of 
Solutions for Tata Communications 
shared his experience working in Tan-
zania in the 1990’s, and said connectiv-
ity drives many sectors and economies.

“My first job back in 1997 was to set 
up a first telephone link connecting 
Tanzanian tea plantation farmers and 
Tanzania Telecom Corporation, and I 
have seen the delight that people had 
than they had before,” he said.

Digital strategy
Singh said that connectivity provides 

opportunities which drive economies, 
emphasising the need to create condu-
cive frameworks for entrepreneurs and 
investors, something he said propelled 
his country, India, to develop fast.

“In India, we did not create innova-
tion hubs or an innovation city, what 
we created is the enabling framework 
that allowed people to be sure that 
when they come up with some technol-

ogy or innovations, they are going to be 
protected,” he said.

That same framework [the National 
Digital Strategy], he said, also allowed 
people to receive support from finan-
cial institutions in terms of investment 
they are looking to build, as well as sup-
port from academic institutions like In-
dian Institutes of Technology.

These institutions have enabled In-
dia’s mobile digital revolution and have 
trained outstanding technologists and 
engineers who work for multinational 
corporations such as Google, Amazon 
and Facebook.

Most of these are companies that are 
building digital infrastructure, allowing 
millions of people to do business with-
out relying on traditional infrastruc-
ture.

Singh said it was, therefore, impor-
tant for African governments to invest 
significant resources in educational 
institutes that are able to train the next 
generation of engineers and adopt in-
novative financing models for connec-
tivity.

“We are working with Google and 
Facebook to promote open internet 
access and the model is innovative. If 
today we set up Wi-Fi infrastructure on 
buses, railways and across the city in 
Kigali, the number of people using ap-
plication on that platform, every time 
they click using that Wi-Fi infrastruc-
ture, Google and Facebook pays back,” 
Singh says.

Such financing model is being adopt-
ed by big technology companies to 
expand their reach, especially in rural 
areas and this is helping bring connec-
tivity access to people living in remote 
areas.

Bridging the gap
A recent report by the Global Infra-

structure Hub which focused on ten 
African countries -Rwanda, Morocco, 

By Dr Ifeanyi Nsofor

T
HE 2019 G20 Summit was 
held recently in Osaka, Japan. 
The Summit ended with the 
“G20 Osaka Leaders’ Decla-

ration”, which identifies health as a 
prerequisite for sustainable and inclu-
sive economic growth, and the leaders 
committed to various efforts to im-
prove epidemic preparedness.

These efforts are commendable, but 
the G20, comprised of 19 countries and 
the European Union with economies 
that represent more than 80 percent of 
global Gross Domestic Product (GDP), 
also must do more to lead by example 
in epidemic preparedness by ensuring 
they all have a ReadyScore.

This is managed by preventepidem-
ics.org, the world’s first website to 
provide clear and concise country-
level data on epidemic preparedness. 
It measures a country’s ability to find, 
stop and prevent health threats. Then, 
they need to demonstrate they are 
ready to take steps to improve their 
score, as needed.

This is an important issue because 
within 36 hours, an infectious disease 
can travel from a remote village and 
can be carried to major cities world-
wide, according to the United States 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC). If anything kills over 10 
million people in the next few decades, 
it would mostly likely be a highly infec-
tious virus rather than a war. The next 
disaster is not missiles, but microbes, 
said Bill Gates in his 2015 TED Talk.

As Gates was giving his 2015 TED 
Talk, the Ebola outbreak in West Africa 

was coming to an end after causing the 
deaths of over 11,300 people, reducing 
the GDPs of Guinea, Liberia & Sierra 
Leone by $3 billion and devasting the 
health workforce in the three coun-
tries. Overall, the 2014 Ebola outbreak 
in West Africa cost global economy an 
estimated $53 billion.

As long as there are communities 
globally in which people are unable to 
access healthcare because of their in-
ability to pay or due to other inequities, 
the risks of infectious diseases remain

Outbreaks are not a thing of the past, 
however. In 2019, there are measles 
outbreaks in the US and Europe; Ebola 
outbreak in DRC and Uganda and sev-
eral other infectious disease outbreaks 
in Nigeria, Vietnam and South Africa.

To be assigned a ReadyScore, coun-
tries should undergo a Joint External 
Evaluation ( JEE) which is a voluntary, 

collaborative, multisectoral pro-
cess to assess country capacities 
to prevent, detect and rapidly 
respond to public health risks 
whether occurring naturally or 
due to deliberate or accidental 
events.

Right now, only 100 out of 195 
countries (51 percent) have con-
ducted the JEE. Until all 195 coun-
tries conduct the JEE, it would be 
difficult to assess global prepar-
edness for prevention, detection 
and response to epidemics.

Based on records on pre-
ventepidemics.org, the following 
G20 countries have an unknown 
ReadyScore; Brazil, China, 
France, India, Italy, Russia and 
Turkey. An unknown score im-
plies that a country has not vol-
unteered to have a JEE. On the 

other hand, the ReadyScore of 
Argentina, Canada, Germany and 
Mexico is pending. This means 
that they have committed to 
have a JEE, but data are unavail-
able. Some G20 countries that 
do have a ReadyScore include 
United Kingdom (84 percent), 
USA (87 percent), South Africa (62 
percent), Indonesia (64 percent) 
and Japan (92 percent).

To be better prepared for epi-
demics, a country must have a 
ReadyScore of 80 percent and 
above, otherwise the international 
community cannot categorically 
say that all G20 countries can pre-
vent, detect and rapidly respond 
to infectious disease outbreaks. So, 
what needs to happen next?

First, the G20 should work with 
the World Health Organisation 
and other partners to conduct JEE 
to make our world safer. JEE is a 
voluntary activity and no nation 
can be compelled to conduct one 
and very few G20 countries have 
their ReadyScore. The WHO on 
its own must strengthen advocacy 
to the G20 countries that have no 
ReadyScore. The advocacy should 
make these countries acknowl-
edge that when it comes to epi-
demic preparedness, the world is 
as strong as its weakest.

Second, universal health cov-
erage and global health security 
must both be addressed together. 
Billions of people do not have ac-
cess to healthcare, and this poses 
serious risks for global health se-
curity. As long as there are com-

munities globally in which people 
are unable to access healthcare 
because of their inability to pay or 
due to other inequities, the risks of 
infectious diseases remain.

A number of G20 countries 
already fund different health in-
terventions in low- and middle-
income countries. It is time for the 
G20 to push for integrated health 
programs instead of the current 
vertical system in recipient coun-
tries. Universal health coverage 
is heavily dependent on political 
will. Therefore, the G20 should 
use its influence to advocate to 
countries without universal health 
coverage to gradually move to one. 
Development aid to such coun-
tries earmarked for health should 
be conditional - to be used to de-
velop a publicly-funded universal 
health coverage health system 
which is accessible to all.

Third, G20 countries can in-
vest in networks of reference and 
specialised laboratories as part of 
disaster prevention. Detection and 
control of infectious diseases is 
delayed if bio samples have to be 
taken to other countries located 
thousands of miles away in order 
to get definitive diagnoses.

For example, during the 2014 
Ebola outbreak in West Africa, to 
confirm Ebola in Nigeria, blood 
samples had to be taken to Senegal 
(more than 3 hours by flight). This 
obviously delayed the response ef-
forts. Although the Nigeria Centre 
for Disease Control (NCDC) has 
since increased its diagnostic ca-

pacity, national public health in-
stitutes such as NCDC still require 
financial and technical support to 
ensure global health security.

G20 countries should lead by 
example and get a ReadyScore by 
being open for joint external eval-
uations and meet all Osaka Lead-
ers’ global health commitments. 
If other countries follow suit, then 
the world would move closer to 
being better prepared to handle 
epidemics.

  An epidemic is the rapid spread 
of infectious disease to a large 
number of people in a given pop-
ulation within a short period of 
time, usually two weeks or less. For 
example, in meningococcal infec-
tions, an attack rate in excess of 15 
cases per 100,000 people for two 
consecutive weeks is considered 
an epidemic.  

Epidemics of infectious disease 
are generally caused by several 
factors including a change in the 
ecology of the host population 
(e.g. increased stress or increase 
in the density of a vector spe-
cies), a genetic change in the 
pathogen reservoir or the intro-
duction of an emerging patho-
gen to a host population (by 
movement of pathogen or host). 
Generally, an epidemic occurs 
when host immunity to either an 
established pathogen or newly 
emerging novel pathogen is sud-
denly reduced below that found 
in the endemic equilibrium and 
the transmission threshold is ex-
ceeded.  

Ethiopia, Ivory Coast, Senegal, 
Egypt, Ghana, Tunisia, Benin, and 
Guinea - indicated that there was 
a huge financing gap.

To keep pace with success sto-
ries elsewhere such as Vietnam 
in terms of developing roads, rail-
ways, airports, sea ports, electric-
ity, water and physical telecom-
munications infrastructure, these 
nations require investments of $2 
trillion through 2040.

Patrick Singa, a Medical Direc-
tor at babyl - a startup that pro-
vides digital healthcare solutions 
by helping patients consult doc-
tors using their mobile phones - 
said they are finding a way around 
physical infrastructure to bring 
innovative solutions to people in 
need.

“We are tapping into digital 
platforms that are affordable and 
accessible to offer services to peo-
ple. We are now using USSD (a 
global system for mobile phones) 
to allow patients to consult doc-
tors,” he noted.

But Singa reckons that there is 
an urgent need to liberalise the 
digital space, especially to break 
the monopoly of services like data 
hosting and network provision of-
fered by telecom companies and 
other big companies.

For Alex Ntare, the head of the 
ICT Chamber in Rwanda, connec-
tivity services for basic needs like 
that provided by babyl and edu-
cation should not be subjected to 
the same pricing as those that are 
entirely commercial in nature.

Rwanda     officially the Repub-
lic of Rwanda is a country in cen-
tral and East Africa and one of the 
smallest countries on the African 
mainland. Located a few degrees 
south of the Equator, Rwanda is 

bordered by Uganda, Tanzania, 
Burundi, and the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo. Rwanda is 
in the African Great Lakes region 
and is highly elevated; its geogra-
phy is dominated by mountains in 
the west and savanna to the east, 
with numerous lakes throughout 
the country. The climate is tem-
perate to subtropical, with two 
rainy seasons and two dry sea-
sons each year. 

The population is young and 
predominantly rural, with a den-
sity among the highest in Africa. 
Rwandans are drawn from just 
one cultural and linguistic group, 
the Banyarwanda, although with-
in this group there are three sub-
groups: the Hutu, Tutsi and Twa. 
The Twa are a forest-dwelling 
pygmy people descended from 
Rwanda’s earliest inhabitants. 
Scholars disagree on the origins of 
and differences between the Hutu 
and Tutsi; some believe differ-
ences are derived from former so-
cial castes within a single people, 
while others believe the Hutu and 
Tutsi arrived in the country sepa-
rately, and from different loca-
tions. Christianity is the largest re-
ligion in the country; the principal 
language is Kinyarwanda, spoken 
by most Rwandans, with English 
and French serving as additional 
official languages. The sovereign 
state of Rwanda has a presidential 
system of government. The presi-
dent is Paul Kagame of the Rwan-
dan Patriotic Front (RPF), who 
took office in 2000. Rwanda to-
day has low corruption compared 
with neighbouring countries, 
although human rights organisa-
tions report suppression of oppo-
sition groups, intimidation and re-
strictions on freedom of speech. 
The country has been governed 
by a strict administrative hierar-
chy since precolonial times; there 
are five provinces delineated by 
borders drawn in 2006. Rwanda 
is one of only two countries with 
a female majority in the national 
parliament. 

Hunter gatherers settled the 
territory in the stone and iron 
ages, followed later by Bantu peo-
ples. The population coalesced 
first into clans and then into king-
doms. 

The Kingdom of Rwanda domi-
nated from the mid-eighteenth 
century, with the Tutsi kings 
conquering others militarily, cen-
tralising power and later enact-
ing anti-Hutu policies. Germany 

colonised Rwanda in 1884 as part 
of German East Africa, followed 
by Belgium, which invaded in 
1916 during World War I. Both 
European nations ruled through 
the kings and perpetuated a pro-
Tutsi policy. The Hutu population 
revolted in 1959. They massacred 
numerous Tutsi and ultimately 
established an independent, 
Hutu-dominated state in 1962. A 
1973 military coup saw a change 
of leadership, but pro-Hutu policy 
remained. The Tutsi-led Rwandan 
Patriotic Front launched a civil 
war in 1990. The presidents of 
Rwanda and Burundi, both Hutus, 
died together when their plane 
was shot down in April 1994. So-
cial tensions erupted in the 1994 
genocide, in which Hutu extrem-
ists killed an estimated 500,000 
to 1 million Tutsi and moderate 
Hutu. The RPF ended the geno-
cide with a military victory. 

Rwanda’s developing economy 
suffered heavily in wake of the 
1994 genocide, but has since 
strengthened. The economy is 
based mostly on subsistence ag-
riculture. Coffee and tea are the 
major cash crops for export. Tour-
ism is a fast-growing sector and is 
now the country’s leading foreign 
exchange earner. Rwanda is one 
of only two countries in which 
mountain gorillas can be visited 
safely, and visitors pay high prices 
for gorilla tracking permits. Music 
and dance are an integral part of 
Rwandan culture, particularly 
drums and the highly choreo-
graphed intore dance. Tradition-
al arts and crafts are produced 
throughout the country, including 
imigongo, a unique cow dung art. 

Rwanda’s has been governed as 
a unitary presidential system with 
a bicameral parliament ruled by 
Rwandan Patriotic Front since 
1994. The country is member of 
the African Union, the United Na-
tions, the Commonwealth of Na-
tions, COMESA and the East Afri-
can Community. 

The name “Rwanda” is derived 
from the Rwanda-Rundi word 
rwanda meaning “domain” or 
literally an “area occupied by a 
swarm”. The official name of the 
country was “Rwandese Repub-
lic” until May 2003, when the 
adoption of a new national con-
stitution changed it to its current 
name of “Republic of Rwanda”. 

 Modern human settlement of 
what is now Rwanda dates from, 
at the latest, the last glacial peri-

od, either in the Neolithic period 
around 8000 BC, or in the long 
humid period which followed, 
up to around 3000 BC.  Archaeo-
logical excavations have revealed 
evidence of sparse settlement by 
hunter gatherers in the late stone 
age, followed by a larger popula-
tion of early Iron Age settlers, who 
produced dimpled pottery and 
iron tools. These early inhabitants 
were the ancestors of the Twa, 
aboriginal pygmy hunter-gather-
ers who remain in Rwanda today.  
Between 700 BC and 1500 AD, a 
number of Bantu groups migrated 
into Rwanda, clearing forest land 
for agriculture. The forest-dwell-
ing Twa lost much of their habi-
tat and moved to the mountain 
slopes. Historians have several 
theories regarding the nature of 
the Bantu migrations; one theory 
is that the first settlers were Hutu, 
while the Tutsi migrated later to 
form a distinct racial group, pos-
sibly of Nilo-hamitic origin.  An 
alternative theory is that the mi-
gration was slow and steady, with 
incoming groups integrating into 
rather than conquering the exist-
ing society.  Under this theory, the 
Hutu and Tutsi distinction arose 
later and was a class distinction 
rather than a racial one.  

 The earliest form of social or-
ganisation in the area was the clan 
(ubwoko).  The clans were not lim-
ited to genealogical lineages or ge-
ographical area, and most includ-
ed Hutu, Tutsi, and Twa. From the 
15th century, the clans began to 
coalesce into kingdoms;  by 1700 
around eight kingdoms existed 
in present-day Rwanda. One of 
these, the Kingdom of Rwanda, 
ruled by the Tutsi Nyiginya clan, 
became increasingly dominant 
from the mid-eighteenth century.  
The kingdom reached its greatest 
extent during the nineteenth cen-
tury under the reign of King Kigeli 
Rwabugiri. Rwabugiri conquered 
several smaller states, expanded 
the kingdom west and north, and 
initiated administrative reforms; 
these included ubuhake, in which 
Tutsi patrons ceded cattle, and 
therefore privileged status, to 
Hutu or Tutsi clients in exchange 
for economic and personal ser-
vice,[23] and uburetwa, a corvée 
system in which Hutu were forced 
to work for Tutsi chiefs.  Rwabu-
giri’s changes caused a rift to grow 
between the Hutu and Tutsi pop-
ulations. The Twa were better off 
than in pre-Kingdom days, with 
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THE United Nations (UN) has commended ef-
forts by  Tanzania for improving the agriculture 
sector in the country calling it the right direction 
towards growing the country’s economy. 

Speaking during the climax of the national 
farmers’ day (Nane Nane) celebrations in Simiyu 
region, the Representative of the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
to Tanzania, Fred Kafeero, said that as develop-
ment partners they appreciated the efforts and 
called for stronger partnership to achieve the 
goal. 

“As development partners we will continue 
supporting the Government of Tanzania in ef-
forts to attract more investments in agriculture, 
livestock keeping and fisheries to boost food se-
curity, nutrition and incomes. 

Talks are underway to ensure that these exhi-
bitions are made sustainable so that farmers can 
come and learn from here throughout the year,” 
he said.

Kafeero was speaking on behalf of the other 
UN Agencies that were participating in the just 
ended national celebrations to mark Nane Nane 
whose climax was graced by the Prime Minister 
of the United Republic of Tanzania, Majaliwa 
Kassim Majaliwa. 

Besides FAO, other UN Agencies that par-
ticipated included the World Food Programme 
(WFP), the United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA), the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) and the Office of the UN’s Resi-
dent Coordinator. 

“To us agriculture, food security and nutrition 
are core areas of our work. As we celebrate Nane 

Nane for this year, the UN through the participat-
ing Agencies, we would like to see that no one is 
left behind by ensuring that people particularly 
farmers have good health and equality when 
performing their different roles in agriculture,” 
he pointed out, adding: 

“My message to all Tanzanians is that agri-
culture pays, it helps in poverty alleviation, it 
improves the country’s economy. Let us all join 
hands to improve agriculture by putting more ef-
forts and investments into it.”

This year’s Nane Nane theme was ‘Agriculture, 
Livestock and Fisheries for Country’s Economic 
Growth and it was specifically meant to highlight 
the importance of the subsectors into the coun-
try’s development process. 

In his speech, Prime Minister Majaliwa Kassim 
Majaliwa called upon the respective Ministries to 
ensure that the investments made at the Nyaka-
bindi grounds for Nane Nane exhibitions in Simi-
yu region are made to serve the country sustain-
ably and not just for the week-long celebrations 
in August each year.

“This is a very huge investment. We can turn 
this place into a centre of excellence as far as ag-
riculture is concerned. Farmers from all across 
the country can come and learn from here prac-
tically throughout the year,” he said while call-
ing on the ministries responsible for agriculture, 
livestock, fisheries, trade and industry to ensure 
that happens the soonest.

The call was echoed by the Minister of Agricul-
ture, Japhet Hasunga and Simiyu Regional Com-
missioner, Anthony Mtaka, who said that discus-
sions were underway with different local and 
international partners to that effect.

UN lauds govt on efforts to improve 
agriculture, pledges more support

SINGAPORE

SINGAPORE has announced a 
record seizure of pangolin scales 
and ivory tusks made last week-
end after authorities there uncov-
ered three containers filled with 
11.9 tonnes of pangolin scales and 
8.8 tonnes of elephant ivory that 
were shipped from the DRC and 
headed for Viet Nam. 

The seizure took place after 
China Customs officers shared 
relevant intelligence with the 
Singapore authorities following 
the recent arrest of 12 people on 
suspicion of wildlife trafficking in 
China.

“We warmly welcome this ex-
ample of international enforce-
ment co-operation, which is es-
sential if the activities of wildlife 
traffickers are to be curtailed, 
while collaborative follow up in-
vestigations should provide real 
insight into the organised crime 
gang involved,” said Steven Broad, 
Executive Director of TRAFFIC. 

Singapore’s National Parks 
Board (NParks), Customs and the 
Immigration & Checkpoints Au-
thority (ICA) inspected the ship-
ment that was said to contain tim-
ber, according to the bill of lading. 

A NParks said the scales were 
assessed to be from close to 2,000 

Giant Ground Pangolins Smutsia 
gigantea while the ivory would 
have derived from hundreds of 
African Elephants Loxodonta af-
ricana.

This is Singapore’s largest sei-
zure of elephant ivory to date, 
eclipsing their previous record 
of 7.12 tonnes in 2002, which was 
long considered the largest ivory 
seizure worldwide since 1989 
when detailed record keeping be-
gan. The 237 bags of scales found 
on Sunday brings the total to 37.5 
tonnes of African pangolin scales 
seized in the island nation this 
year alone.

TRAFFIC’s data analysis showed 

key Southeast Asian countries 
from 2017 to 2019 where ship-
ments of illicit wildlife products 
exported from DRC were des-
tined or intercepted as Malaysia, 
Viet Nam, Thailand, with Singa-
pore recently joining the list. 

Viet Nam’s role has once again 
been thrown into sharp relief: the 
country topped the list, receiving 
a total of over 20 tonnes of traf-
ficked ivory and pangolin scales, 
including a single seizure of 9.1 
tonnes of African elephant tusks 
discovered in Da Nang’s Tien Sa 
port in March 2019 from the Mat-
adi port in the DRC—the largest 
ivory seizure on record globally. 

The DRC’s role as a critical exit 
point from Africa is also high-
lighted following the Singapore 
enforcement action. 

Over 66 tonnes of illicit ivory 
and pangolin scale shipments 
seized worldwide between 2017–
2019 originated from the DRC. At 
least 2,469 kg of ivory and pango-
lin scales were also seized within 
the DRC in 2017 and 2018, in 17 
incidents.

The seized ivory tusks
Such seizures, including the 

latest in Singapore, point to the 
persistence of large-scale traffick-
ing in ivory and pangolins from 

Africa to Southeast Asia. Apart 
from Sunday’s seizure, Singapore 
has seized close to 30 tonnes of 
pangolin scales and ivory from 
just four incidents since 2018, all 
of which originated from Nigeria 
and were reportedly heading to 
Viet Nam. 

“Clearly, Singapore has re-
mained vigilant since it made 
massive back-to-back pangolin 
scale seizures in April this year 
and is commended for this ma-
jor seizure,” said Kanitha Krish-
nasamy, Director of TRAFFIC’s 
Southeast Asia programme office.

“The scale and persistence of 
trafficking into Southeast Asia 

is frightening. But seizures like 
these are an important piece of 
the puzzle in determining if the il-
legal trade is being fed by recently 
poached animals or old stocks.”

“Singapore can lead by exam-
ple and undertake a thorough fo-
rensic examination of the seized 
products to determine their age 
and origin: this will help enor-
mously in revealing those directly 
involved in the trafficking, while 
we welcome last week’s Finan-
cial Action Task Force announce-
ment to prioritise wildlife traffick-
ing—following the money could 
lead directly to those pulling the 
strings behind the scenes.”

Singapore makes record-breaking African ivory and pangolin seizure

Livestock and Fisheries deputy minister Abdallah Ulega presents a trophy to Brigita Stephen (R), Vodacom Tanzania’s northern zone head of sales, after the firm emerged winner in the 
Communication category at the just-ended Nane Nane exhibitions in Arusha. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

BUJUMBURA 

BURUNDI has disputed recent re-
ports that close to half of its popula-
tion were affected by malaria.

The United Nations Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) in its latest report 
said 5.7 million cases of malaria had 
been recorded in Burundi in 2019 
— a figure roughly equal to half its 
entire population.

The global health outfit, World 
Health Organization (WHO), ear-
lier this week affirmed that malaria 
cases in the East African nation had 

reached epidemic proportions.
Burundi Health Minister Thad-

dée Ndikumana told journalists 
the figures were lower – 4.3 million 
recorded cases (not 5.7 million), 
and that 1,400 not 1,800deaths had 
been recorded this year.

He added that the current situ-
ation did not match to a 2017 out-
break that affected close to 5 mil-
lion people, killing 4,300.

The country of 11 million people 
in the Great Lakes region has still 
not declared a national emergency, 
despite OCHA saying the outbreak 
crossed “epidemic proportions” in 

May.
“The national malaria outbreak 

response plan, which is currently 
being validated, has highlighted 
a lack of human, logistical and 
financial resources for effective 
response,” OCHA said in its latest 
weekly bulletin on humanitarian 
emergencies.

A lack of preventative measures 
like mosquito nets, climatic changes 
and increased movements of peo-
ple from mountain areas with low 
immunity to malaria were driving 
the crisis, OCHA said.

A World Health Organization 

(WHO) official told AFP that “the de-
cision to declare an epidemic is the 
sovereignty of the Burundian state.

WHO bulletin on health emerge-
cies: Burundi

Since week 48 of 2018 (week end-
ing 2 December 2018), there has 
been a progressive increase in the 
number of malaria cases reported 
across the 46 districts of Burun-
di, with the epidemic threshold 
reached or exceeded in week 18 
(week ending 5 May 2019).

In week 29 (week ending 21 July 
2019), 152 243 cases including 65 
deaths have been reported from 

39/46 districts. There is a 164% in-
crease in the number of

cases reported in week 29 of 2019 
compared to week 29 of 2018 and 
a 13.5% decrease in the number of 
cases reported in week 29 com-
pared to week 28 of 2019.

Eight more cases have been re-
ported in week 29 compared to 
week 28 of 2019. 

From week 1 (week ending 5 Janu-
ary 2019) to week 29 of 2019, a cu-
mulative total of 5 738 661 cases and 
1 801 deaths (CFR 0.03%) have been 
reported.

Burundi disputes UN malaria stats, says 4.3m infected, 1,400 deaths

MENGHAI, China

YAN Wenliu leans on the side of his cart as he prepares to 
leave his sugarcane field in Southwest China, bewildered by 
the formidable new pest that has ambushed his crops this 
year. “I don’t know what it is,” says Yan, a 36-year-old farmer 
from Menghai county in Yunnan province. “But it is bigger 
than other ones. I have never seen this worm before.”

The creature Yan is unable to name is fall armyworm. 
Known locally as the “heart-devouring worm,” the destructive 
pest has spread more than 3,000 km (1,865 miles) north since 
migrating from neighboring Myanmar seven months ago, 
reaching 21 provinces and regions in China and posing a grave 
threat to grain output.

In Yunnan alone, where the pest struck first in China, some 
1.29 million mu (86,000 hectares) had been affected by mid-
June, including corn, sugarcane, sorghum and ginger crops.

First found in the Americas, fall armyworm has spread 
through Africa and Asia since 2016, flying up to 100 km (60 
miles) a night. It can’t be eradicated and its management is 
both costly and difficult.

This poses a formidable challenge in China where about 
90% of crop production comes from small farms of less than 
a hectare (2.5 acres) and owners lack basic knowledge and 
resources to tackle the pest.

Beijing warned earlier this year that armyworm was a 
severe threat to the country’s food security and in May 
launched a campaign to “snatch grain from the insect’s 
mouth.”

Millions of yuan have been allocated to affected regions 
and experts sent to educate farmers.

To those in Yunnan, the solution to the worm problem 
seemed obvious - pesticide.

“You have to keep spraying chemicals. If you don’t kill the 
worm, you will end up penniless,” says sugarcane farmer Yan 
in Mengkang village.But paying for the pesticide in the quan-
tities required has left many farmers out of pocket, while a 
failure to follow the complex regime needed - using different 
pesticides at different crop growth stages and rotating them 
to prevent resistance - means the money is often wasted.

“You just can’t kill them,” says Yan Hannen, a 44-year-old 
farmer, from nearby Nuodong. “I have been farming for 20 
years but have never seen this many worms.”

A frustrated Yan applied pesticides fives times to his last 
crop of sweet corn, but output nearly halved. He has already 
sprayed his new crop twice, to little effect.“They told me to 
use one bucket but I used three. It still did not work. What 
can you do?” he asked.

Local government has held many meetings to brief farmers 
on the pest and villagers have improved their approach to us-
ing pesticides, said Yan Xiangwa, a village official in Nuodong.

China’s small farmers struggle 

to ensure armyworms in check

A member of the United Nations staff makes a briefing on post-harvest methods to farmers at weeklong Nane Nane (Farmers Day) agricul-
tural exhibitions held at Nyakabindi grounds in Simiyu Region, climaxing on Thursday – August 8.  Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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  Rights are at the root of fighting climate change

Manufacturing now among top sectors for investment flows into Africa

  By Robert Nasi  

    

t
he climate crisis is one of 
the greatest challenges of our 
time, leading a million youth 
around the globe to pour onto 

the streets, demanding political lead-
ers wake up to this destruction of our 
planet. and it comes not a moment 
too soon.

fortunately, we already have one 
very efective tool for climate-change 
action. I refer to rights: land-use and 
tenure rights for indigenous peoples, 
women, youth and local communities.

evidence shows that when local 
communities have authority over 
their forests and land, and their rights 
legally recognized, deforestation rates 
are often reduced. Insecure tenure 
can be a recipe for deforestation and 
forest degradation.

forests are the front line for ighting 
global warming. By absorbing carbon 
dioxide and trapping carbon, forests 
reduce the greenhouse gas emissions 
linked to climate change.

Consider Guatemala’s 2.1-million-
hectare Maya Biosphere reserve, 
where almost a dozen community 
forests are managed locally, based 
on standards set in forest Steward-
ship Council-certiied land-use plans. 
Deforestation rates there have been 
close to zero over the past 14 years - a 
better rate than in the core zone of the 
reserve.

Or look at community forests in the 
Indian state of Meghalaya. Govern-
ment there has demonstrated coni-
dence in local management by hand-
ing over more than 90% of forests to 
local communities, plus ofering in-
centives to over 60 village councils to 
revive and protect some 27,000 hec-
tares of forests.

In Nepal, local forest user groups 
show how greater tenure security has 
enabled community-based institu-
tions to improve forest management 
and build sustainable livelihoods.

More than 18,000 forest-user groups 
manage over one-third of Nepal’s for-
est area. forest cover has increased 
considerably and many user groups 

have licensed new kinds of forest-
based enterprises generating jobs and 
incomes - something they could not 
do legally before devolution of forest 
rights, according to research by the 
Center for International forestry re-
search (CIfOr).

Despite the multiple beneits, land-
use rights and tenure security are not 
easily achieved. Indigenous peoples 
and local communities legally own 
only about 15% of forests worldwide. 
Yet, their traditional areas cover about 
25% of the world’s land surface, which 
overlap with some 40% of global land-
based government-protected areas, in-
cluding ecologically intact landscapes 
such as boreal and tropical primary 
forests, savannas and marshes. these 
landscapes are often rich in biodiver-
sity.

Local communities and indigenous 
peoples ighting for their rights must 
often confront vested political in-
terests and demands of the wealthy 
and powerful - cattle ranchers, mega-
farmers, major logging irms and ille-
gal loggers - which often work against 
local community control of lands and 
forests.

a cause for hope are discussions 
this weekend at the world’s largest 
platform on sustainable land use, the 
Global Landscapes forum, which is 
focusing its lagship summit on rights 
and their importance in landscape 
restoration and confronting climate 
change.

Local community representatives, 
indigenous peoples, scientists, poli-
cymakers, and activists for women’s 
rights will converge in Bonn to try to 
change the narrative, to see local peo-
ple as part of the solution, not part of 
the problem.

recognizing and securing tenure 
irst requires a strong, evidence-based 
understanding of the challenges fac-
ing indigenous peoples and local com-
munities in order to design efective 
strategies to overcome these chal-
lenges.

the power of rights to help solve 
climate change has yet to be fully wit-
nessed - but I look forward to seeing 

By MUHARRAM MACATTA

h IGhLIGhtING the key role 
of South africa as the region-
al economic hegemony and 

inally, this episode evaluates the per-
formance of the SaDC free trade area 
on the basis of several indicators and 
concludes that the project is a success 
despite some shortcomings.

  africa is a resource-rich conti-
nent.  recent growth has been due to 
growth in sales in commodities, servic-
es, and manufacturing; Southern africa 
in particular, east africa, Central africa 
and West africa, are expected to reach a 
combined GDP of “$29 trillion by 2050”.

 In March 2013, africa was identiied 
as the world’s poorest inhabited conti-
nent: africa’s entire combined GDP is 
barely a third of the united States’ GDP. 

however, the World Bank expects that 
most african countries will reach “mid-
dle income” status (deined as at least 
$1,000  per person a year) by 2025 if 
current growth rates continue.

In 2015, africa was the world’s fastest-
growing continent at “5.6% a year and 
GDP is expected to rise by an average of 
over 6% a year between 2013 and 2023”. 

In 2017, the african Development 
Bank reported africa to be the world’s 
second-fastest growing economy, and 
estimates that average growth will re-
bound to “3.4% in 2017, while growth is 
expected to increase by 4.3% in 2019”.

Growth has been present throughout 
the continent, with over one-third of 
african countries posting “6% or higher 
growth rates, and another 40% growing 
between 4% and 6% per year”. 

Several international business ob-
servers have also named africa as the 
future economic growth engine of the 
world. the dawn of the african eco-
nomic boom (which is in place since the 
2000s) has been compared to the Chi-
nese economic boom that had emerged 
in asia since late 1970’s.

  In 2013, africa was home to seven 
of the world’s fastest-growing econo-
mies.  as of 2018, Nigeria is the biggest 
economy in terms of nominal GDP, fol-
lowed by South africa; in terms of PPP, 
egypt is second biggest after Nigeria. 

equatorial Guinea possessed africa’s 
highest GDP per capita albeit allega-
tions of human rights violations. Oil-
rich countries such as algeria, Libya 
and Gabon,  and mineral-rich Botswa-
na emerged among the top economies 
since the 21st century. 

While Zimbabwe  and Dr Congo, 
potentially among the world’s richest 
nations, have sunk into the list of the 
world’s poorest nations due to pervasive 
political corruption, warfare and brain 
drain of workforce.  Botswana remains 
the site of africa’s longest and one of 
the world’s longest periods of economic 
boom (1966–1999).

We herein discuss the evolution and 
prospects of manufacturing and indus-
trialization in africa. It ultimately ofers 
business leaders an overview of africa’s 
biggest opportunities in the manufac-
turing sector, discussing trends, drivers, 
perspectives, and strategies for efective 
investment by 2030. 

It provides policymakers with some 
options likely to attract private inves-
tors, accelerate manufacturing and in-
dustrial development, and contribute 
to growth and poverty alleviation, facili-
tating the fulillment of the Sustainable 
Development Goals and the african un-
ion’s agenda 2063. 

While policy solutions are likely to dif-
fer across countries, manufacturing and 
industrial development will be central 
to africa’s ability to meet its develop-
ment goals.

 the key boon of manufacturing is 
that it absorbs large swaths of workers 
and places them into productive and 
decent paying jobs. throughout history, 
this exact recipe has transformed the 
united States, united Kingdom, france, 
Japan, and Germany into some of the 
world’s wealthiest nations.

 Most recently, a new age of industri-
alization has helped push China into 
one of the world’s fastest growing econ-
omies boasting the largest middle class, 
with other Southeast asian countries 
following closely behind. 

these are all examples of how indus-
trialization can generate rapid struc-
tural change, drive development, and 
alleviate poverty and unemployment.

however, this narrative seems to ex-
clude many african nations. Despite 

their manufacturing potential and 
promising trajectories, most afri-
can countries have remained rela-
tively dearth of factories. 

this limited industrial devel-
opment represents a missed op-
portunity for economic transfor-
mation and quality employment 
generation that alleviates poverty. 

today, leaders are increasingly 
realizing that manufacturing is 
a major factor in helping africa 
achieves their goals of successfully 
reaching the next stage of econom-
ic development. 

the african union has put 
the sector front and center in its 
agenda 2063.  apparently, african 
governments are seeking new and 
innovative ways to attract invest-
ment and nurture industry. 

they often discuss about imple-
menting strategies that involve tar-
geted investment in infrastructure, 
improved regional integration, 
and the establishment of special 

economic zones (SeZs) for priority 
subsectors. 

however, in order to reach its 
manufacturing and industrial po-
tential, much needs to be done by 
the public and private sectors to 
increase africa’s economic com-
plexity, diversity, competitiveness, 
and productivity. 

this description explores some 
of the key structural constraints 
that have prevented africa’s man-
ufacturing sector from maturing 
and from launching the same kind 
of economic modernization pro-
cess witnessed in other developing 
regions. 

It also conducts a cross-national 
comparison of the manufacturing 
sector in africa, providing illustra-
tive examples of countries that are 
experiencing four unique trajec-
tories of industrial development, 
and identifying speciic opportuni-
ties in each country based on the 
size and level of competitiveness 

of their manufacturing markets. 
finally, with special attention 

to current major transformations, 
the analysis draws conclusions 
about the future of the manufac-
turing sector in africa. 

at the same time the scrutiny 
ultimately ofers business leaders 
an accessible overview of africa’s 
biggest opportunities in the manu-
facturing sector, discussing trends 
and perspectives by 2030. 

It provides policymakers with 
some options likely to attract pri-
vate investors, accelerate manu-
facturing and industrial develop-
ment, and contribute to growth 
and poverty alleviation, facilitating 
the fulillment of the SDGs and the 
african union’s agenda 2063. 

While policy solutions are likely 
to difer across countries, manu-
facturing will be central to africa’s 
ability to meet its development 
goals. though african manufac-
turing grew in the immediate 

post-independence period, largely 
shaped by state-led and protec-
tionist policies, by the mid-1980s, 
a series of external shocks—includ-
ing oil price increases, commodity 
price decreases, real interest rate 
rises, withering public cofers, and 
the limitations of domestic mar-
kets—were major factors in indus-
trial decline in the continent. 

We had experienced and over-
came few stumbling blocks; 
though structural adjustment re-
forms like privatization of state-
owned enterprises and trade lib-
eralization, along with foreign aid, 
restarted african manufacturing 
in the 1990s, increased competi-
tion from foreign products and 
new pressure on african curren-
cies, such as devaluations, made 
these gains short-lived. 

By 2006 the share of manu-
facturing in GDP had declined to 
roughly 10 percent—the same as it 
had been in the mid-1960s. as not-
ed, since the late-1990s economic 
growth rates in africa reached 
impressively high levels (even dur-
ing the 2008-2009 global inancial 
crisis).  Yet, until recently, growth 
in manufacturing has lagged be-
hind that growth except in just a 
few exceptional markets. In 2017, 
manufacturing’s share of sub-Sa-
haran africa’s total GDP was just 
under 10 percent. Due to natural 
resource wealth in africa, much of 
the region’s industrial production 
remains centered on resource-
based manufacturing. 

along with upstream and down-
stream sectors like construction 
and extraction, manufacturing 
is now among the top sectors for 
investment lows into africa, ac-
counting for “22 percent of total 
foreign direct investment (fDI) in 
2015”.

thus, there is still signiicant 
room for growth in african manu-
facturing within the continent. In-
tra-african trade in manufactured 
goods has already increased from 
“10 percent of total trade in 2000 
to about 16 percent in 2014”. 

it soon.
Climate change occurs when 

changes in earth’s climate system 
result in new weather patterns 
that last for at least a few decades, 
and maybe for millions of years. 
the climate system comprises 
ive interacting parts, the atmos-
phere (air), hydrosphere (water), 
cryosphere (ice and permafrost), 
biosphere (living things), and 
lithosphere (earth’s crust and up-
per mantle). the climate system 
receives nearly all of its energy 
from the sun, with a relatively 
tiny amount from earth’s interior. 
the climate system also gives of 
energy to outer space. the bal-
ance of incoming and outgoing 
energy, and the passage of the en-
ergy through the climate system, 
determines earth’s energy budg-
et. When the incoming energy is 
greater than the outgoing energy, 
earth’s energy budget is positive 
and the climate system is warm-
ing. If more energy goes out, the 
energy budget is negative and 
earth experiences cooling. 

as this energy moves through 
earth’s climate system, it creates 
earth’s weather and long-term 
averages of weather are called  
climate . Changes in the long 
term average are called  climate 
change . Such changes can be 
the result of  internal variability 
, when natural processes inher-
ent to the various parts of the 
climate system alter earth’s en-
ergy budget. examples include 
cyclical ocean patterns such as 
the well-known el Niño–South-
ern Oscillation and less familiar 
Paciic decadal oscillation and at-
lantic multidecadal oscillation. Cli-
mate change can also result from 
“external forcing”, when events 
outside of the climate system’s ive 
parts nonetheless produce changes 
within the system. examples in-
clude changes in solar output and 
volcanism. 

human activities can also change 
earth’s climate, and are presently 
driving climate change through 
global warming.  there is no gen-
eral agreement in scientiic, me-

dia or policy documents as to the 
precise term to be used to refer to 
anthropogenic forced change; ei-
ther “global warming” or “climate 
change” may be used.  the irst de-
scribes the average efect on a glob-
al scale, whilst the second describes 
how diferent geographical regions 
are afected diferently. 

the ield of climatology incor-
porates many disparate ields of 
research. for ancient periods of 
climate change, researchers rely 
on evidence preserved in climate 
proxies, such as ice cores,  ancient 
tree rings, geologic records of 
changes in sea level, and glacial ge-
ology. Physical evidence of current 
climate change covers many inde-
pendent lines of evidence, a few of 
which are temperature records, the 
disappearance of ice, and extreme 
weather events. 

the most general deinition of 
climate change is a change in the 
statistical properties (principally its 
mean and spread)  of the climate 
system when considered over long 
periods of time, regardless of cause.  

accordingly, luctuations over pe-
riods shorter than a few decades, 
such as el Niño, do not represent 
climate change. 

the term “climate change” is of-
ten used to refer speciically to an-
thropogenic climate change (also 
known as global warming). anthro-
pogenic climate change is caused 
by human activity, as opposed to 
changes in climate that may have 
resulted as part of earth’s natural 
processes.[6] In this sense, espe-
cially in the context of environmen-
tal policy, the term climate change 
has become synonymous with 
anthropogenic global warming. 
Within scientiic journals, global 
warming refers to surface tempera-
ture increases while climate change 
includes global warming and eve-
rything else that increasing green-
house gas levels afect.  

a related term, “climatic change”, 
was proposed by the World Me-
teorological Organization (WMO) 
in 1966 to encompass all forms of 
climatic variability on time-scales 
longer than 10 years, but regardless 
of cause. During the 1970s, the term 
climate change replaced climatic 
change to focus on anthropogenic 
causes, as it became clear that hu-
man activities had a potential to 
drastically alter the climate.  Cli-
mate change was incorporated in 
the title of the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
and the uN framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change (uNfCCC). 
Climate change is now used as both 
a technical description of the pro-
cess, as well as a noun used to de-
scribe the problem.  

 Prior to the 18th century, scien-
tists had not suspected that prehis-
toric climates were diferent from 
the modern period. By the late 
18th century, geologists found ev-
idence of a succession of geologi-
cal ages with changes in climate. 
In the years since, a great deal 
of scientiic progress has been 
made understanding the work-
ings of the climate system. 



 By Guardian Reporter

F
IVE new courses 
ordinary diploma 
course in auto-
electric and electric 

al engineering have been 
introduced by National Institute 
of Transport this calendar year. 

Speaking with reporters in 
Dar es Salaam over the weekend, 
NIT Rector Prof Zacharia 
Mganilwa named the other new 
ordinary diploma courses as 
electronics, telecommunication 
engineering, electrical 
engineering, library 
information studies and 
that of records, archives and 
information studies. 

“A candidate who wants to 

join in our new programme 
such as ordinary diploma in 
auto-electrical and electronic 
engineering must have a 
certificate of secondary 
education examinations (CSEE) 
with a minimum of four passes 
with D grades in Physics or 
Engineering Science, Basic 
Mathematics, Chemistry and 
English,” Prof Mganilwa said.

“Or a candidate must also 
have a certificate of secondary 
education examinations with 
minimum pass of D grade in 
two subjects as I mentioned 
above which must include 
basic mathematics and national 
vocational award level 3 in auto 
- electrical and electronics, 
basic technician certificate 

(NTA Level 4) in related field 
recognized by NACTE as well 
as Technician Certificate (NTA 
Level 5) in related field,” he 
added.

The NIT chief further noted 
that those wishing to join 
ordinary diploma in electronics 
and telecommunication 
engineering must have CSEE 
with a minimum of four 
passes at D grades in physics 
or engineering science, basic 
mathematics, chemistry and 
English.

“All applications can be done 
online through a link on the 
NIT website and the deadline is 
13th September, 2019 for online 
applications,” he noted while 
urging prospective candidates 

to start the application process 
immediately to avoid last 
minute disappointments.

Established in 1975, the NIT 
is a public higher learning 
institution for training of 
the then National Transport 
Corporation employees. Its 
status was upgraded through 
the amended NIT Act of 
2002 which made it as an 
autonomous higher learning 
institution under Ministry of 
Communications and Works. 
Currently, the Institute is under 
the Ministry of Works, Transport 
and Communications. 

The Institute is fully accredited 
with the National Council for 
Technical Education (NACTE) 
to provide Competence Based 
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NIT Rector Professor Zacharia Mganilwa

National Institute of 
Transport introduces 
five diploma courses 

EXPANSION 

FCC plans zonal offices by 2023 
after demand for services grows

EXPANSION

Steel factory shut down 
over harmful emissions

 KIGALI

Rwanda Environment Management 
Authority, (REMA) has shut down 
SteelRwa, a steel making factory for air 
pollution.

Coletha Ruhamya, REMA Director-
General told Sunday Times that the 
Rwamagana-based plant was emit-
ting harmful gases. Ruhamya said the 
environmental protection body had 
warned the factory over pollution, but 
it did not heed the warning.

“People dwelling in the locality of 
the factory have been complaining 
about the harmful gasses until they 
petitioned parliament,” Ruhamya said. 
“Emissions are harmful. People who 
dwell near the factory are exposed be-
cause they inhale them all the time,” 
she said.

She pointed out that when REMA 
made a spot check on Wednesday 
night, it found that the factory was 
emitting pollutants. “We realised that 
when we inform [the factory manag-
ers] about our assessment visit they 
conceal the gases so we decided to 
visit them without notice,” she said.

“We endorse investments, but, we 
do not support investments that in-
toxicate Rwandans, or other people in 
general, leaving them suffering from 
diseases from toxic emissions,” Ruha-
mya said. She said that the body tells 
investors to always make environmen-
tal impact assessment so that they take 
precautionary measures to mitigate 
such impact.

Ruhamya further added that the fac-
tory could be using some systems to 
control emissions during day but did 
not use at night as they want to cut 

electricity consumption costs, some-
thing she described as cheating.

Some of the people complained 
that they considered relocating their 
children to places free from the gases, 
adding that children, the elderly, and 
people with health problems are more 
affected by the gases than others be-
cause of their relatively low resistance 
level.

On the complaints from the resi-
dents that their children are cough-
ing, Ruhamya said that there is a need 
for medical research to come up with 
evidence-based conclusion. Confident 
Nzihonga, the Human Resource Man-
ager at SteelRwa, said the emissions 
were unintentionally released in the 
night arguing that it resulted from a 
power cut.

“There was power cut for about 10 
minutes, which made the chimney 
system unable to retain emissions be-
cause it was not powered. Emissions 
are bad, that’s why the factory set up 
the chimney to hold them,” he said. 

“The closure of the factory implies a 
huge loss both for the factory and the 
580 employees. However, we are not 
above law,’ he said adding that the fac-
tory management was waiting for in-
structions and requirements to meet 
so that it can carry on activities.

According to figures from the fac-
tory, it has the capacity to produce 
about 3,000 tonnes of iron bars per 
month. Ruhamya pointed out that 
factories should comply with the laws 
and instructions put in place to regu-
late emissions, pointing out that there 
should be continued awareness and 
environmental impact assessment, as 
well as its implementation.

CENSURE 

Mozambique indicts 
20 people over $2bn 
hidden-debt scandal

 By Francis Kajubi

GROWING demand of fair 
market competition in the 
local market is pushing Fair 
Competitions Commission 
to open zonal offices in the 
near future.

FCC’s Senior Communica-
tions and Public Relations 
Officer, Frank Mdimi said 
in Dar es Salaam last week 
while giving a summery on 
the commission’s participa-
tion at this year Nane Nane 
Agriculture Fair which cli-
maxed in Bariadi district of 
Simiyu region that zonal of-
fices will be opened in Tan-
ga, Mbeya and Mwanza.

“Demand for our services 
is very high countrywide 
which necessitates opening 
zonal offices to attend to the 
public closer to their places 
of business,” Mdimi said. 
He said the FCC has already 
opened its offices in the new 
capital city, Dodoma in the 
past six months.

He further stated that in 
2018/19 the financial year, 
FCC made significant pro-
gress in addressing chal-
lenges faced by businesses 
with 66 out of 72 merger ap-
plications received, 66 were 

 MAPUTO 

Mozambique has charged 20 people, including the son of 
former President Armando Guebuza, over a fraud scam in 
which state-owned companies contracted $2 billion in debt 
for dubious projects.

Legal action may follow against former finance minister 
Manuel Chang, who Mozambican authorities as well as the 
US Justice Department want for his alleged role in approving 
government guarantees for foreign debt of $2 billion in 2013-
14. Chang, currently being held in South Africa on US charges, 
is no longer immune from prosecution after he resigned as a 
lawmaker effective July 19.

The final indictment of the 20 that follows an earlier one 
and arrests in February, comes as the southeast African 
country prepares for elections scheduled for October 15. 
The accused include Armando Ndambi Guebuza, the former 
head of state security Gregorio Leao and Antonio Carlos do 
Rosario, chief executive of the three state companies for 
which the debt was contracted.

Charges include corruption, money laundering, criminal 
association, possession of prohibited weapons, blackmail, 
abuse of office and the falsification of documents, the 
attorney-general said in an emailed statement on Thursday.

“The attorney-general issued the final indictment after four 
months, which is unlawful,” said Alexandre Chivale, a lawyer 
for Guebuza. “Our clients should be released immediately on 
the grounds of that violation.”

A former Credit Suisse Group AG managing director, 
Andrew Pearse, has admitted taking millions of dollars in 
kickbacks to help arrange bank loans for the companies. 
Proindicus SA was to perform coastal surveillance, 
Mocambicana de Atum SA, or Ematum, was to engage in 
tuna fishing, while Mozambique Asset Management, or MAM, 
was to build and maintain shipyards. None of the three have 
reported a profit and their assets are lying idle.

PERSECUTION 

processed to completion leading to 
approval of which 55 applications 
were without conditions, 11 with con-
ditions while six are in the process.

According to him, the commission 
received and processed 46 Standard 
Form Consumer Contracts in line 
with the Standard Form Consumer 
Contracts Regulations, 2014 of which 
15 were successfully reviewed and 
registered. 

Mdimi further noted that the 
Standard Form Business to Consum-
er (B2C) Contracts are reviewed as a 
stopgap measure to remove caveats 
and terms and conditions that op-
press consumers. He cited that such 
contracts come predominantly from 
the financial sector, although other 
sectors such as transportation have 
also been handled.

He asserted that the commission is 
administering consumer awareness 
through consumer clubs in Moro-
goro Municipality and Dodoma City.

Mdimi pointed out that the FCC 
also administered advocacy aware-
ness and business awareness sup-
port sessions at Mzumbe University 
and University of Dodoma’s business 
and law students, members of the 

business community under Tanza-
nia Chamber of Commerce Industry 
and Agriculture in Dodoma and Con-
federation of Tanzania Industries in 
Dar es Salaam.

During the period, FCC did inspect 
3,312 containers in entry points, 
seized 143 of them with fake goods 
and conducted a total of 31 raids in 
storage and outlet centers country-
wide.

Steel bars at SteelRwa factory. 

FCC Director General Dr John Mduma. 

Education and Training 
(CBET) programmes at the 
level of certificates, diplomas 
and degrees.

It is also accredited with 
Tanzania Commission for 
Universities (TCU) to offer 
Master of Science in Logistics 
and Transport Management.

NIT collaborates with 
Chartered Institute of 
Logistics and Transport 
(CILT International) to 
teach and examine CILT 
programmes. In addition, the 
Institute also collaborates 
with Open University of 
Tanzania (OUT) to offer MBA 
in Logistics and Transport 
Management.



14                  Monday 12 August 2019

BUSINESS NEWS

NMB Bank extends 5m/- support to 
Morogoro hospital for blast victims

ASSISTANCE 

 CAIRO 

Rixos Hotels agreed 

to manage its largest all-

inclusive luxury resort in 

the world on Egypt’s Red 

Sea Riviera as it continues its 

expansion push across the 

Middle East.

The luxury Turkish hotel 

brand, in which hospitality 

Group Accor acquired a 50 

per cent stake in 2017, has 

partnered with the Eastern 

Company for Investment 

and Touristic Development 

to takeover and renovate 

an existing beachfront 

property on Egypt’s Red Sea 

coast, near Hurghada, about 

300km north-east of Luxor. 

Scheduled for completion in 

2020, it will be re-launched 

as the Rixos Hurghada 

Makadi Bay – a 1,636-key 

mega-resort with leisure, 

sports and entertainment 

facilities.

“This marks a pivotal 

moment in the growth story 

of our brand, bringing to 

market our largest resort 

globally and offering our 

most comprehensive range 

of facilities and unique and 

dynamic entertainment 

experiences yet,” said Fettah 

Tamince, founder and 

chairman of Rixos Hotels, 

which was established in 

2000.

The resort will feature 

villas, indoor and outdoor 

spa and fitness facilities, 

a waterpark, conference 

centre and an expansive 

entertainment area with 

an amphitheatre. “Our 

vision is to transform 

Makadi Bay into the leading 

leisure and entertainment 

destination on the Red Sea 

and in this respect, the [tie-

up with] Rixos brand ... 

makes strategic sense,” said 

Mahmoud El Sayed Moussa 

El-Sharkawy, chief executive 

of the Eastern Company for 

Investment and Touristic 

Development.

The Rixos Hurghada 

resort is the first project of 

its kind since Accor bought 

into Rixos in 2017, which 

increased the brand’s 

footprint to four resorts 

in Egypt where its already 

operates properties in 

Alamein and Sharm El 

Sheikh and eight across the 

Middle East.

“This unique takeover 

opportunity strengthens the 

Rixos offering in Egypt’s Red 

Sea Riviera and highlights 

the strong collaboration 

Accor has established with 

Rixos team to develop 

the brand regionally and 

globally,” said Mark Willis, 

chief executive of Accor 

Middle East & Africa.

The renovation plan of 

the existing development 

in Makadi Bay will be 

phased in two stages, each 

spanning a year, with phase 

one already underway and 

including the refurbishment 

and expansion of the resort 

hotel.

When phase one is 

complete, Rixos Hurghada 

Makadi Bay will be officially 

launched and will feature 

815 rooms including villas. 

Phase two will start as 

soon as the refashioned 

property opens its doors. 

Rixos Hurghada will expand 

Accor’s footprint in Egypt to 

25 properties with 13 more 

projects in the pipeline 

across its portfolio of brands 

including Fairmont and 

Mövenpick, it said.

On Egypt’s Red Sea and 

north coast, the company’s 

portfolio includes Rixos 

Sharm El Sheikh, Rixos 

Alamein and Rixos Premium 

Seagate in Nabq Bay, as well 

as Mövenpick El Gouna and 

Mövenpick Soma Bay.

INVESTMENT  

Egypt’s Red Sea 
coast set to get a 
new mega resort

Rixos plans to develop its latest resort on Egypt’s Red Sea coast.

Mara Regional Commissioner Adam Malima.

By Guardian Reporter

N
MB Bank Plc has donated 
medical devices and 
materials which included 
mattresses, bed-sheets 

and blankets worth 5m/- to Morogoro 
Regional Hospital to assist with treatment 
of oil tanker blast casualties.

In a statement yesterday, the bank said 
it was shocked to receive news of the ac-
cident which killed more than 60 people 
and left hundreds injured on Saturday. 
The medical devices and materials were 
handed over to Morogoro Regional Com-
missioner, Dr Steven Kebwe.

Meanwhile NMB has donated desks, 
corrugated iron sheets, labour ward beds 
all valued at 50m/- to public schools and 
health centres in Musoma and Butiama 
districts of Mara region.

Speaking after handing over the dona-
tion, NMB’s Lake Zone Manager, Agustino  
Abraham said the donations were meant 
to back state efforts to improve education 
and health services. Abraham said the 
government’s industrialization agenda 
can only be realised with a healthy and 
educated people.

“Though our corporate citizenship 
budget we have already spent over 
550m/- in support to the two sectors but 
also disaster relief assistance,” he noted 
while saying that this year, the bank has 
allocated 1bn/- for the purpose.

Mara Regional Commissioner Adam 
Malima paid tribute to the bank for its 
continued support of government ini-
tiatives to improve delivery of education 
and health services in the country. “While 
we thank you for this support, we also re-
quest you to continue assisting us in these 
two important sectors and especially girls 
education,” Malima said.

He said because of outdated poor tra-
ditions, Mara region is planning to con-
struct safe havens for girls who are target-
ed through gender based violence which 
also impacts on their ability to pursue 
education hence need protection.

“Many girls have been forced to drop 
out of school because of such violence 
hence curtailing their bright futures,” the 
RC stated. He requested NMB to also assist 
development of the region’s agricultures 
sector through NMB Foundation.

In a vote of thanks, Buhare Secondary 
School’s Headmaster, Jonas Zakayo said 
the NMB donation will go a long way in 
addressing challenges being faced by 
public schools and health facilities in the 
region.

“Our needs are many such that the state 
alone cannot successfully address them 
hence the need for other stakeholders 
including banks like NMB to assist us,” Za-
kayo said while promising that the dona-
tion will be used to improve the targeted 
services.

JOHANNESBURG 

MTN Group’s interim financial results for the six months 

to June 2019 show that its South African business is under 

pressure as the result of new sector regulations and the 

weak economy.

Ebitda margin fell by 1.9 percentage points in the past 

year to 33.3% as a result of lower out-of-bundle tariffs and 

the onboarding of Cell C as a roaming customer. (Ebitda is 

a measure of operational profitability.)

The company improved service revenue, with growth in 

the wholesale and consumer post-paid segments, but this 

was offset by a 5.5% reduction in prepaid service revenue 

coupled with “Cell C adjustments made.”

Weakness in the prepaid business was mainly the result 

of Icasa’s new data services regulations and the reduction 

of out-of-bundle tariffs. The weak economy also exerted 

downward pressure on the numbers. However, the con-

sumer post-paid business “remained resilient in tough 

conditions”, growing service revenue by 7% year on year.

“Consumer additions were muted on the back of stricter 

vetting rules targeting a reduction in credit risk due to 

tougher economic times,” MTN said. “A combination of 

changes in the acquisition strategy in consumer post-paid 

as well as the discontinuation of the 1GB acquisition pro-

motion in prepaid … resulted in a 1.9 million decrease in 

the subscriber base from December 2018 to a closing sub-

scriber base of 29.2 million,” it said.

Crime hits hard

Operating expenses rose due to Eskom load shedding, 

battery theft and site vandalisation. “These, together with 

the progressively expanding network footprint, resulted 

in a 3.7% increase in total costs year on year.

 SLOWDOWN 

MTN SA loses 
1.9m subscribers

REORGANIZATION 

Portland Cement sacks 800 staf, to rehire on 40 per cent pay cut

EAPCC managing director Stephen Nthei. 

NAIROBI 

East African Portland 
Cement Company (EAPCC) 
has declared redundant all its 
800 employees, setting the 
stage for a leaner workforce 
with an eye on trimming the 
company’s bloated wage bill.

Acting EAPCC managing 
director Stephen Nthei 
Thursday said the sacked 
employees’ roles will be 
merged and salaries reduced 
to keep the struggling 
cement maker afloat. “We 
have a workforce whose 
total cost, compared to the 
productivity, is very high. 
Our target is to operate with 
less than 600 people earning 
less than what they are 
earning now,” said Mr Nthei.

Employees who 
successfully reapply for their 
jobs will be expected to take 
a 40 percent cut on their 
previous wages. Portland 
Cement had 936 employees 
at the end of June 2018, split 
as 448 on permanent basis 
and 488 on contract, but this 

has since dropped to about 
800 according to the acting 
MD.

Mr Nthei sent a memo 
to all employees saying the 
firm is incurring Sh8 million 
loss every day, and will have 
to declare redundancies to 
escape from collapse. “All 
positions of the company 
will be declared redundant 
and the employees released. 
Subsequently, all jobs will 
be reconfigured in terms 
of job consolidation and 
enrichment in line with 
restructured and leaner 
organisation structure,” read 
the memo.

“The company 
acknowledges that the 
exercise is a difficult 
decision but the best option 
in the present business 
circumstances.” He has 
called for a meeting with all 
staff on Friday next week at 
the factory’s headquarters in 
Athi River.

EAPCC has already 
notified the workers’ union 
and the Labour office. The 

first group of employees 
is to be laid off early next 
month. Mr Nthei said the 
management wants a staff 
count of not more than 
600, estimating it intends to 
spend about Sh600 million 
in the redundancy.

“It is this high because 
majority of people who have 
been on unionisable levels 
have to be paid their gratuity 
levels when severing the 
relationship,” he said.

The management has told 
staff that all payments will 
be made at the point of exit. 
Permanent workers will get 
a golden handshake of 30 
days for every year worked, 
accrued gratuity, as well as 
outstanding leave days.

For those on contracts, 
he said, the only severance 
will be to pay for contract 
termination. According 
to him, majority of the 
contracts are ending in 
December, leaving them 
with just about 25 employees 
on contract.

It will also have to pay 

workers Sh1.5 billion that 
was awarded to contract 
staff after losing the case 
to stop the award that was 
issued by the industrial 
court in July 2015. EAPCC is 
stuck in negative working 
capital with obligations 
maturing within the next 12 
months outstripping current 
assets by Sh7.3 billion. This 
potentially makes it difficult 
to service its short-term 
obligations.

However, Mr Nthei said in 
a phone interview EAPCC 
is counting on cash inflows 
from the sale of land to Kenya 
Railways Corporation (KRC). 
He says about Sh3 billion is 
still outstanding. “We have 
received commitment of the 
payment of this money and 
we want to be matching it 
with phased implementation 
of this programme,” said Mr 
Nthei. In 2018, EAPCC sold 
900 acres of its prime land 
to KRC at Sh5 billion for 
an inland depot currently 
under construction. It has 
already received a down 
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India’s car industry stalls as demand wanes

World’s wealthy shed $117 
billion in market mayhem

DECELERATION 

 NEW YORK 

The wealthiest 500 people on Earth lost 

2.1 per cent of their collective net worth on 

Monday as US stocks plunged in their biggest 

drop this year.

Twenty-one members of the Bloomberg 

Billionaires Index lost $1 billion or more as 

investors reacted to stepped-up tensions 

between the US and China. Amazon.com 

founder Jeff Bezos declined the most, 

shedding $3.4bn as shares of the online 

retailer tumbled. But he’s still the richest 

person on the planet with $110 billion.

Other big losers include the Frenchman 

Bernard Arnault, chairman and chief 

executive of LVMH Moët Hennessy – Louis 

Vuitton, the world’s leading luxury products 

group, who lost $3.2bn of his fortune and 

Facebook co-founder Mark Zuckerberg 

whose fortune dwindled to $2.8bn. Indian 

businessman Mukesh Ambani shed $2.4bn 

and Microsoft’s Bill Gates $2bn. The losses 

are an abrupt reversal for the world’s richest, 

who up until today had experienced steady 

gains.

Other forces have also eroded fortunes in 

recent weeks. Hong Kong’s elite are feeling 

the pain from nine weeks of protests that 

have jammed the financial hub’s streets, 

weighed on growth and battered local 

stock prices. The net worth of the 10 richest 

tycoons who derive their fortunes from 

Hong Kong-listed companies has tumbled 

$19bn since July 23.

Even after Monday’s losses, the 500 

individuals on the index control almost 

$5.4tn, an 11 per cent increase from January 1.

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE  

MONDAY  12 Aug  
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 Habari  
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo 
10:00 Movie: It wasn’t me
12:00   Al Jazeera
12:30 Jungu kuu rpt
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
14:00   Movie: Maisha
16:00 Ibada ya Eid
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Aibu yako rpt
18:15   Mapishi rpt
18:30 Kesho Leo
19:00 Afya ya Jamii  
19:30 Isidingo  
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Dakika 45 
22:00 Insta Bet 
22:15 Series: Iris
23:00   Habari
23:30   The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 CNN International

TUESDAY 13 Aug
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 Habari  
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55     Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo 
9:55     Habari za saa 
10:00 Watoto wetu
10:30   Shamsham za pwani
10:55   Habari za saa   
11:00   Shamsham za pwani
11:25   Igizo: Mtego
11:55   Habari za saa
12:00   Al Jazeera   
12:30 Afya ya jamii rpt
12:55   Habari za saa
13:00 Uchumi na biashara
13:30   Kipindi Maalum: Tafakari rpt
13:55   Habari za saa
14:00 Series rpt: Iris 
14:55   Habari za saa
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30   Watoto wetu
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Korean Drama: The Great 

queen Seonduk
19:00 Jarida la wanawake
19:30 Isidingo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00   Tanzania yetu
21:30 Kipindi Maalum: SADC
22:15 Telenovela: Destiny (Destino)
23:00   Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 CNN International 

WEDNESDAY 14 Aug 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo

9:30 Isidingo 
9:55     Habari za saa
10:00   Watoto wetu
10:30   Korean: The Great queen 

Seonduk 
10:55   Habari za saa
11:00   Korean:The Great 

queenSeonduk
11:15   Jagina
12:00   Al Jazeera
12:30   Jarida la wanawake rpt
13:00   Dakika 45
14:00 Series rpt; Iris  
15:00 Meza huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15   Mizengwe rpt 
18:30 Ijue Sheria
19:00 Kipindi Maalum: Tafakari
19:30 Isidingo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Aibu Yako! Hata 

wewe? 
21:10 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:40 Kipindi Maaum: SADC
22:15 Series: Iris 
23:00   Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera  
2:00 CNN International

THURSDAY  15 August
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55     Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo 
9:55     Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto wetu
10:30   Igizo: Kivuko
10:55   Habari za saa
11:00   Igizo: Kivuko
11:15 Kipindi maalum: SADC
11:55   Habari za saa
12:00   Al jazeera
12:30 Ijue Sheria
12:55   Habari za saa
13:00   Sanaa na wasanii 
13:30 Tanzania yetu
13:55   Habari za saa
14:00 Mr Tanzania Rpt
14:55   Habari za saa
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30 Jagina
19:00	 Usairi	wako
19:30 Isidingo
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00 Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 CNN International 
  
FRIDAY16 Aug 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55     Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30     Isidingo
9:55     Habari za saa
10:00   Watoto wetu

10:30   Hawavumi lakini wamo
10:55   Habari za saa
11:00   Hawavumi lakini wamo
11:30			Usairi	wako
11:55   Habari za saa
12:00   Al Jazeera
12:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55   Habari za saa
13:00 Jagina rpt
13:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: SADC
13:55   Habari za saa
14:00   Kipindi Maalum rpt
14:15   Series rpt: Iris 
14:55   Habari za saa  
15:00 Meza huru –live
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base
17:30 Ibada ya kiislamu
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15   Igizo: Mizengwe
18:30 Shamba lulu
19:00 Uchumi na biashara
19:30 Isidingo
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima joto
23:00 Habari 
23:30 The Base
00:30 CNN International 

SATURDAY  17 Aug
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu 
10:00 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:00	 Usairi	wako
11:30 Series rpt: Iris 
13:45 Igizo rpt: Kivuko
14:15 Igizo rpt: Ahadi
14:45 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
15:00 Igizo rpt: Kimya Milele
15:30 Igizo: Mtego rpt
16:00 Mr Tanzania 
17:00 Shamsham za 

Pwani 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Mapishi
18:30 Igizo: Ahadi 
19:00 Sanaa na wasanii
19:30 Jungu Kuu 
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Igizo: Kimya Milele
21:30 Kesho Leo
22:00 Kipindi maalum: Insta Moja 
22:15 Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:00 Isidingo rpt  
01:30 CNN International 
 
SUNDAY 18 Aug 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Isidingo  
11:45 Aibu Yako
11:50 Hawavumi lakini wamo 

rpt  
12:50 Bongo Movie rpt: Young 

billionaire
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:00 Mwangaza 
16:00 Mr Tanzania
16:45 Igizo: Ahadi
17:30 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30 Mizengwe rpt

18:45   Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Mtego 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Biko
21:10 Mizengwe  
21:30 Mjue Zaidi
22:15 Bongo Movie: Shinikizo 
00:30 Series rpt: Iris
  
  

CAPITAL 

Mon  12 Aug
06:00  Al jazera
08:00 CNN International  News
09:00 Movie: In the eyes of a 

stranger
10:30 Movie: Killers 
12:00 Turning the spotlight rpt:
12:30 Drive it rpt
13:00 Series rpt : 
13:45 Series rpt: The land of wind
14:30	Usairi	wako	rpt
15:00 Cookery rpt: Culinary Delight 
15:30 Tanzania Yetu rpt
16:00 CNN International
17:00  Eco@Africa rpt
17:30 Movie: Murder of innocence
19:00  The Décor rpt
19:30 Shamba lulu
20:00 Series: Grapes of Justice
20:45 The Monday Agenda
21:30  Capital Prime News
22:00 Kipima Joto
00:00 Al Jazeera

Tues  13 Aug
06:00  Al Jazeera
08:00 CNN International  News
09:00 Al Jazeera
10:00 Kumekucha
10:30 Kumekucha Michezo
11:30 Kumekucha Kishindo 
12:00 The Decor rpt
12:30 Mizengwe rpt
12:45 Aibu Yako
13:00 Series rpt: Grapes of wine 
13:45 Series rpt: The land of wind
14:15  Local pgm rpt: Business Edition
15:00  Bundesliga kick off 
15:30 Out and About rpt
16:00 Capchat rpt
17:00	 Usairi	wako	rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Innovation
19:30  Jagina
20:00  Series: Grapes of wine
20:45 Series: The land of wind
21:30  Capital Prime 
22:00 Turning the Spotlight rpt
22:30 Iron Chef rpt
23:30 Al Jazeera

Wed 14 Aug
06:00  Al jazeera
08:00 CNN International  News
06:00  Al Jazeera
08:00 CNN International  News
09:00 Al Jazeera
10:00  Kumekucha
10:30 Kumekucha Michezo
11:30 Kumekucha Kishindo 
12:00  Turning the Spotlight rpt
12:30 Culinary delight rpt
13:00 Series rpt: Grapes of wine
13:45 Series rpt: The Land of wind
14:30 Local Pgm: The Monday 

Agenda Rpt
15:15  Capchat rpt 
16:15  CNN International

17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza Huru
19:00  Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu
20:00 Series:  Grapes of wine
20:45  Series: The land of wind 
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45  The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  15 Aug
06:00  Al Jazeera
08:00 CNN International  News
09:00 Al Jazeera
10:00  Kumekucha
10:30 Kumekucha Michezo
11:30 Kumekucha Kishindo 
12:00 Sports Gazette
12:30 Out n’ About rpt
13:00 Series rpt: Grapes of wine
13:45  Series rpt: The land of wind
14:30 Business Edition rpt
15:00 Korean Drama rpt: Emperor 

of the sea 
16:00 Dakika 45 rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Turning the spotlight
19;30  Tanzania yetu
20:00 Series: Grapes of wine
20:45  Series: The land of wind
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid  16 Aug 
06:00  Al Jazeera
08:00 CNN International  News
09:00 Al Jazeera
10:00  Kumekucha
10:30 Kumekucha Michezo
11:30 Kumekucha Kishindo 
12:00 Innovation rpt
12:30 The Décor rpt
13:00 Series rpt: Grapes of wine
13:45 Series rpt: The land of wind
14:30  Chetu ni chetu rpt
15:00 Korean Dram rpt: Emperor of 

the sea 
16:00 CNN International
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30  Meza Huru
19:00  Drive it
19:30 Eco@Africa
20:00 Aibu yako
20:15 Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Series: The land of wind
21:30 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat  17 Aug
08:00 CNN International
09:00 Drive It rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	 Usairi	wako	rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt: Emperor 

of the sea
14:30  Telenovela rpt: The land of 

wind
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe

A Tata Motors showroom in Mumbai, India. 

DEPRECIATION 

The world’s richest man, Jeff Bezos of Amazon. 

 NEW DELHI 

S
talling car sales in India have 

prompted dealerships to close 

down and factories to temporarily 

shut up shop amid the worst slump 

in almost 20 years, analysts say.

“The biggest challenge that the industry 

faces is weak consumer demand,” says Rahul 

Agarwal, the director at Wealth Discovery, 

a stock broking firm based in New Delhi. 

“There are just not enough car buyers who 

are willing to buy a car right now. Subdued 

buyer interest has led to inventory build-up, 

production cuts and massive job losses in the 

auto ancillary industry.”

More than 280 dealerships have shut 

down since the start of last year, according 

to the Federation of Automobile Dealers 

Association, a lobby group for the sector 

in India. India’s economic slowdown, the 

growing popularity of ride hailing apps and a 

liquidity crunch among non-banking lenders 

- which had become a popular source of 

loans for consumers – are factors that have 

dampened demand for cars.

The car sector is considered a bellwether 

for the wider Indian economy - and those 

trends have also been worrying. On August 7, 

the Reserve Bank of India, in its bi-monthly 

monetary policy meeting, lowered its growth 

projection for the current financial year to 

6.9 per cent, from its earlier forecast of 7 

per cent. India has already lost its tag as the 

world’s fastest-growing major economy after 

GDP growth in the March quarter of financial 

year 2019 slipped to 5.8 per cent, government 

data show.

Car sales in India in the quarter to 

June saw their sharpest fall in almost two 

decades, according to the Society of Indian 

Automobile Manufacturers (Siam). Its figures 

reveal that 712,620 cars and utility vehicles 

and vans were sold in the quarter, down 18.4 

per cent on the same period a year earlier.

The car industry in the country accounts 

for more than 7 per cent of India’s GDP and 

directly and indirectly employs 29 million 

people, according to Siam. “With no signs 

of an imminent and fast turnaround, the 

industry is staring at its worst slowdown, 

which has deep negative ramifications 

said in the company’s latest 

annual report, released last 

month.

BS Rai, automotive expert 

at Singhi Advisors, an invest-

ment bank headquartered 

in Mumbai, says the sector is 

“witnessing job losses, lower 

profitability and a high in-

ventory of cars at the deal-

ers’ end.” A significant factor 

in all this stems from a crisis 

in the non-banking finan-

cial sector in India, which 

started towards the end of 

last year. With non-banking 

financial companies (NBFCs) 

facing a liquidity squeeze, 

this has severely impacted 

their ability to lend to poten-

tial car buyers.

“A significant decline is 

due to scarcity of easy fi-

nance by NBFCs. NBFCs 

have been a major driver of 

growth in recent times by 

way of liberal financing,” 

says Mr Rai. “Also, across the 

board, there is lower credit 

growth in automotive fi-

nancing.”

Other factors that have 

weakened demand for car 

purchases include a surge 

in the use of ride-hailing 

services across the country’s 

major cities – in particular 

Uber and its homegrown 

Indian competitor Ola - and 

the broader trend of “millen-

nials having less interest in 

car ownership”, he says.

Maruti Suzuki in India cut 

its production in July on the 

year by about 25 per cent to 

make 133,625 vehicles in the 

month, the car maker said in 

a stock exchange filing. “In 

order to align production 

with sales, manufacturers 

are taking deep production 

cuts and having temporary 

shut downs at their various 

plants,” says Ashwin Patil, 

the senior research analyst 

at LKP Securities. And many 

analysts do not see the 

situation in the car industry 

improving any time soon, 

unless steps are actively 

taken by New Delhi to 

address the challenges that 

the sector is grappling with.

“Going forward, this cri-

sis is going to continue for a 

longer duration considering 

the fact that internal factors 

within the sector like new 

launches will not revive the 

sector,. But something like 

external stimulus, for exam-

ple GST [goods and services 

tax] rate cuts, and NBFC fi-

nance easing will help,” says 

Mr Rai. “If the government 

does not take quick and ef-

fective steps then the sector 

will be under immense pres-

sure.”

Mr Raja says he wants 

the GST rate in sector to 

be brought down from 28 

per cent to 18 per cent “to 

accommodate the down-

turn in sales.” Authorities 

have already started to take 

some steps that could help 

the industry. The Reserve 

Bank of India on Wednes-

day cut interest rates by 35 

basis points to 5.40 per cent, 

which should bring down 

borrowing costs for car buy-

ers who take out bank loans 

for their purchases.

 

Motor. “High insurance costs, 

rise in taxes and a liquidity 

crunch across the non-

banking finance segment, 

tightening of lending norms, 

have significantly affected 

domestic sales in the last few 

months.”

He adds that “we are trying 

to lend maximum support 

to our dealers through the 

hard times faced by the 

industry by maintaining 

lean inventory.” India’s 

Tata Motors is also having a 

bumpy ride.

“In the short to medium 

term, the sector faces 

some challenges due to the 

ongoing credit crunch, low 

consumer spending and the 

transition in emission norms 

by 2020,” N Chandrasekaran, 

Tata Motors’ chairman, 

for the overall Indian economy,” says Mr 

Agarwal. “The current slump in the sector is 

a prolonged one and this is the 10th month 

of continuous decline.”

The malaise is so deep that car makers, 

dealers and parts manufacturers may have 

cut some 350,000 jobs since April, Reuters 

reports, citing an unnamed senior industry 

source. Unemployment is a worry for the 

country and prime minister Narendra 

Modi’s government, which was re-elected 

in May. Official data have revealed that 

unemployment in India hit a 45-year high of 

6.1 per cent in the year to June last year.

Amid the slowdown and reports of job 

losses, which include temporary positions 

at car factories, India’s major car companies 

have suffered dramatic declines in business. 

The country’s largest car maker Maruti 

Suzuki saw its passenger vehicle sales 

tumble more than 36 per cent last month 

compared to a year earlier to 98,210 

vehicles.

Meanwhile, Honda’s sales in India fell 

49 per cent and Toyota’s sales last month 

were down 24 per cent on a year earlier to 

10,423 vehicles sold in India.  “The industry 

is deeply concerned with the increasing 

pressure of low customer sentiment faced 

by the sector,” says N Raja, the deputy 

managing director at Toyota Kirloskar 

Motor, the Indian subsidiary of Toyota 
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DES MOINES, Iowa

DEMOCRATIC presidential contend-
ers on Saturday urged Congress to take 
action to curb gun violence following 
mass shootings last weekend in Texas 
and Ohio that left 31 dead.

Speaking at a hastily convened fo-
rum in Iowa, they called for the impo-
sition of universal background checks 
on gun buyers, so-called “red flag” laws, 
and ultimately a ban on military-style 
assault weapons.

They also said they believed the long-
standing debate on gun violence in 
America was shifting in favor of strong-
er restrictions.

“We are going to make change. We 
are going to pass gun safety laws in this 
country,” said U.S. Senator Elizabeth 
Warren of Massachusetts.

The candidates took questions from 
gun-control advocates and shooting 
survivors at a program sponsored by 
Everytown for Gun Safety, an advocacy 
group founded by former New York 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg.

In the shootings in El Paso, Texas, 
and Dayton, Ohio, the gunmen used 
semi-automatic weapons with high-
volume magazines.

Pete Buttigieg, the mayor of South 
Bend, Indiana, called for those weap-
ons to be taken off the streets.

“They have no basis in our neigh-
borhoods in peacetime in the United 
States of America,” Buttigieg said.

Buttigieg was among a group of more 
than 200 mayors who sent a letter to 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McCo-

nnell, a Republican, this week urging 
him to cancel the August recess and 
summon lawmakers back to Washing-
ton to vote on gun-control legislation.

Several 2020 candidates highlighted 
how they would use the executive pow-
ers of the presidency to pursue gun-
control measures if Congress again fails 
to act.

Warren said she would impose in-
creased background check require-
ments and more reporting on multiple 
gun purchases, and expand age restric-
tions to limit teenage access to guns. 
She said she would also push to do 
away with the filibuster, which would 
allow gun legislation to pass the Senate 
by a simple majority vote.

U.S. Senator Kamala Harris of Califor-
nia, who has said if elected she would 
give Congress 100 days to put a gun 
control bill on her desk, said they need 
to have “the courage to act.”

“It’s not like we are waiting for a good 
idea, all of the good ideas have been 
had ... we do not lack for ideas,” she 
said.

 U.S. Senator Michael Bennet of 
Colorado - where 12 were killed in a 
high-profile mass shooting at Colum-
bine High School in 1999 and another 
12 were killed and 70 injured during a 
2012 massacre at a movie theater - said 
he would “galvanize every single fed-
eral agency” to treat gun violence as a 
“public safety crisis.”

Iowa is a key focus of campaigning 
because in February the state will hold 
the first nominating contest in the Dem-
ocratic presidential primaries ahead of 

Democratic 
presidential 
contenders 
demand action 
on guns

the November 2020 presidential election.
Many have called for measures such as an as-

sault weapon ban, universal background checks 
and other gun control reforms long stymied by 
partisan fighting in Washington.

Democrats have criticized Republican Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s mixed messaging this week 
on possible support for some gun control meas-
ures.

Trump on Friday suggested that he could sway 
the nation’s powerful pro-gun lobby, the National 
Rifle Association, to drop its opposition to gun 
restrictions. He also said he had assured the or-
ganization that its viewpoint would be “fully rep-
resented.”

U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota sug-
gested on Saturday that Trump would not stand 
up to the group. “We have a guy in the White 
House who is afraid, afraid of the NRA,” she said, 
criticizing McConnell for refusing to bring a back-
ground check bill and other legislation to the floor 
for a vote.

U.S. Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont said, 
“People in America who should not own guns 
based on their history, will not own guns under a 
Sanders administration.”

Former Vice President Joe Biden, the current 

Democratic front-runner, touted his work in the 
Senate in the 1990s passing an assault weapons 
ban that has since expired.

“I’ve taken on the NRA nationally, and I’ve beat-
en them,” Biden said.

“Red flag” laws would allow the police to tem-
porarily confiscate guns from people deemed by a 
judge to be a threat to themselves or others.

Candidates also want to close the so-called 
“boyfriend loophole,” which permits convicted 
domestic abusers to continue to purchase fire-
arms if they were not married to their victims.

U.S. Senator Cory Booker of New Jersey, who 
could not attend Saturday’s forum due to a fu-
neral, dedicated his seven-minute allotment at a 
Democratic fundraising dinner on Friday night to 
gun violence, noting that 2020 rival Beto O’Rourke 
was not present due to one of last week’s shoot-
ings being in his home town of El Paso.

Media magnate Bloomberg has pledged to use 
his well-funded political action committee in next 
year’s elections to defeat candidates who resist 
gun-reform legislation.

If the current push for new restrictions fails, as 
has happened in the past, Bloomberg said, “We 
have make sure all those who stood in the way 
face the consequences.”   Agencies

WASHINGTON’S disloyalty and 
limits-testing attempts were fully re-
vealed by the frequent farces of dis-
regarding international rules made by 
some US officials.

The White House has arbitrarily 
withdrawn from international agree-
ments and organizations, recklessly 
started trade disputes with global 
countries and undermined the rules 
of the World Trade Organization 
(WTO).

Lately, some US officials went fur-
ther and released a memorandum 
about the status of the developing 
countries in the WTO. In the memo, 
the US required substantial progress 
toward reform to be made by the WTO 
within 90 days, or else it will take uni-

lateral actions. Such a move, ignoring 
orders and treading on rules, caused 
widespread concern in the interna-
tional community. Is the Uncle Sam re-
ally preparing for a global trade war?

The rule-based multilateral trading 
system is the cornerstone of economic 
globalization and free trade, and not 
private property of one or a few coun-
tries. The authority and effectiveness 
of the system must be respected and 
safeguarded.

Nearly 2/3 of the 164 WTO members 
are developing countries. The core 
values and fundamental principles of 
the organization are manifested in the 

Special and Differential Treatment, 
whose purpose is to ensure fair treat-
ment for developing countries in the 
organization.

The majority of the WTO members 
advocate that these core values and 
fundamental principles be upheld re-
gardless of how the organization is re-
formed. Any formulation of and revise 
to the rules shall respect the general 
will of the WTO members, and any act 
that ignores the authority of the WTO 
rules is considered a denial of justice.

Some American politicians should 
really introspect on why both pro-
posals about the status of developing 

countries they submitted to the WTO 
met with opposing voices. Clearly, 
they were not on the side of the gen-
eral will and justice, so a failure was 
destined.

No country in the international 
community can neglect the connec-
tions between rights and obligations. 
However, some people in the US are 
draining their brains to maximize 
their rights in the global market. As 
such egoism swells up, they complete-
ly forget about the international obli-
gations that the US should assume as a 
major country. 

They even claimed that fulfilling the 

obligations simply means that they 
are losing in the global market.

Calling for the revamp of rules in 
the name of so-called fairness and jus-
tice, they care little about fairness and 
justice. For these people, maintaining 
superiority in the world is their prior-
ity. Ignoring the rules is considered a 
breach of promises and will be con-
demned by justice and punished by 
laws.

Since the US has repeatedly blocked 
the appointments of the judges to the 
WTO’s Appellate Body and caused a 
manpower shortage and deadlock in 
the division, 114 WTO members jointly 

issued a statement in June, demand-
ing that the US immediately stop in-
tervening in the appointment of the 
WTO’s judicial officers.

Meanwhile, the US has attracted 
mounting criticism from the interna-
tional community for its withdrawal 
from the Paris Agreement, the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization, the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council and the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action.

The comment of Fred Bergsten, co-
founder of the Peterson Institute for 
International Economics in the US, is 
very representative: the unilateralist 
policy of the US will only isolate itself 
and no country will follow it.

  People’s Daily

Putin urges Ukraine’s Zelensky 
to halt Donbass shelling

MOSCOW

RUSSIAN President 
Vladimir Putin has called 
on Ukrainian President 
Vladimir Zelensky to ab-
stain from any further 
shelling of Donbass com-
munities by the Ukrainian 
Armed Forces that leads to 
civilian deaths, the Krem-
lin press service reported following the leaders’ telephone 
conversation initiated by the Ukrainian side.

“During the course of discussing the settlement in 
southeastern Ukraine, it was emphasized that it is vital to 
strictly abide by the ceasefire reached on July 21, as well as 
to disengage forces and hardware from the line of contact.

 The Russian president stressed that to reach de-escala-
tion of the conflict it is of dire importance to refrain from 
further shelling of the Donbass Region’s communities by 
the Ukrainian forces, which leads to victims among civil-
ians,” the press service’s statement reads.

This has been the second phone call between the lead-
ers of the two countries since Zelensky was elected Presi-
dent of Ukraine. The first one took place on July 11 also at 
the Ukrainian side’s initiative.

On Tuesday, Zelensky called on the Normandy format 
leaders — Russian President Vladimir Putin, German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel and French President Emmanuel 
Macron — to convene as soon as possible following the 
deaths of four Ukrainian servicemen after alleged actions 
by the Donetsk People’s Republic (DPR) militia. Donetsk 
slammed these statements as bearing no relation to real-
ity, adding that the incident took place too far from the 
line of contact and outside of the republic’s weapon range.

Releasing captives and other issues
The presidents also hashed over the issues of stepping 

up effort on releasing captives, the Kremlin press service 
said. “The sides agreed on intensifying efforts to return 
captives,” the press service stated.

The two leaders confirmed the importance of consist-
ently fulfilling the Minsk agreements, including legal as-
pects of granting a special status to the self-proclaimed 
Donetsk and Lugansk People’s Republics. In this context, 
the sides noted the need for a constructive dialogue, in-
cluding in the framework of the Contact Group.

Putin and Zelensky also discussed prospects of cooper-
ating in the Normandy format (Russia, Ukraine, Germany 
and France).     Agencies

ADDIS ABABA

THE United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa (ECA) on 
Friday urged African countries to 
modernize civil registration and 
vital statistics systems to create in-
clusive and efficient societies.

The urgent call was made by Oli-
ver Chinganya, director of African 
Center for Statistics at the ECA, as 
the African continent on Saturday 
marks the second Civil Registra-
tion and Vital Statistics Day under 
the theme “Birth Certificate for All: 
Fundamental for Protecting Hu-
man Rights and Promoting Inclu-
sion.” 

The ECA estimated that more 
than 500 million people across 
Africa do not have identity cards, 
of which about 120 million are chil-
dren who do not have birth certifi-
cates. 

“Birth certificates also facilitate 
access to school, health services 
and social protection benefits, 

which reduces children’s vulnera-
bility to poverty and risk of exploi-
tation,” an ECA statement quoted 
Chinganya as saying on Friday.”

Registration of birth is a key 
event of civil registration in the life 
cycle; it is a human right and pro-
motes inclusion,” the ECA director 
added.”

Civil registration increases the 
credibility of national and local 
administrators and enhances their 
capacity to deliver social services 
by helping to identify what ser-
vices are needed, where and by 
whom,” he said.

Figures from the ECA also show 
that more than half of Africa’s chil-
dren are not registered at birth, 
which the ECA said “renders most 
of the continent’s poor unseen, 
uncounted and excluded, and by 
extension affecting their ability to 
enjoy universal human rights.” 

Chinganya (pictured), who is 
also director for the Technol-
ogy, Climate Change and Natural 

Resource Management Division 
at the ECA, said the continental 
Civil Registration and Vital Statis-
tics Day commemoration event 
aspires “to improve public aware-
ness of the importance of making 
everyone visible in Africa through 
universal birth registration and 
certification.

“The ECA director also stressed 
that an efficient birth certificate 

platform helps to prevent viola-
tions of rights of children, includ-
ing child marriage, trafficking, 
child labor and the use of child sol-
diers, particularly among vulnera-
ble and marginalized populations.

“Unfortunately, in Africa, the 
demand for registration services 
remains weak because many peo-
ple have no adequate awareness 
about the importance of civil reg-

istration for them and their fami-
lies and the implications that this 
has for improving access to core 
government services,” Chinganya 
added.

The ECA also stressed that the 
civil registration and vital statistics 
system is “essential for the modern 
administrative system and good 
governance, protecting human 
rights and creating inclusive socie-
ties.”

 The African Civil Registration 
and Vital Statistics Day, which was 
declared by African leaders in De-
cember 2017 in Nouakchott, capi-
tal of Mauritania, is commemo-
rated across the continent for the 
second time this on Aug. 10. 

The first African Civil Registra-
tion and Vital Statistics Day was 
observed last year under the 
theme “Promoting Innovative Uni-
versal Civil Registration and Vital 
Statistics System for Good Govern-
ance and Better Lives.” 

              Xinhua 

Africa urged to modernise civil registration systems

International rules shall not be challenged

ADDIS ABABA

EXPERTS and policymakers in the food security sector 
have urged East African countries to exert concerted efforts 
to harness the existing rich fisheries potential to improve 
food security across the region.

The urgent call was made by experts and policymakers in 
the food security sector, who are drawn from the Intergov-
ernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) member coun-
tries, during a regional meeting in Ethiopia’s capital Addis 
Ababa on Friday.

The Director of IGAD Affairs at the Ethiopian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Kenea Kuma, stressed during the meeting the 
need to establish scientific studies, initiatives and recommen-
dations regarding the effective exploitation of the “largely un-
tapped” potential in the fisheries sector among the four IGAD 
member countries as well as other countries in the region. 

Kuma also noted the vital significance of undertaking sci-
entific studies on the sector, which would be made on the 
basis of “request and consent” of member countries that are 
sharing river basin resources.

The two-day regional meeting, which aimed to deliberate 
on the effective utilization and exploitation of the region’s po-
tential in the fisheries sector, mainly envisaged to validate a 
regional baseline on three major trans-boundary river basins 
that are shared between Ethiopia and South Sudan, Ethiopia 
and Kenya, as well as Ethiopia and Somalia, respectively. 

IGAD’s Head of Biodiversity Management Programme, 
Debalkew Berhe, also stressed the importance of knowl-
edge-based exploitation as well as managing the existing 
abundant resources in the fisheries sector in the East Af-
rican region, with particular emphasis given to fisheries 
along cross border areas. 

“Considering the huge potential of fisheries along the 
cross border areas, knowledge-based utilization and man-
agement of sustaining of food safety standards of the prod-
ucts are of paramount importance,” the IGAD Biodiversity 
Management Programme Head said.

The three cross-border river basins that are currently 
under validation by the four IGAD member countries are 
the Baro-Akobo river basin that is shared between Ethiopia 
and South Sudan, the Omo-Turkana river basin, which is 
shared among Ethiopia and Kenya, as well as the Shebella-
Genale river basin, shared between Ethiopia and Somalia, it 
was noted. 

     Xinhua

East African countries urged to harness 

fisheries resources to boost food security

US Senator Elizabeth Warren
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HONG KONG

LARGE groups of Hong Kong people 
visited several police stations in Hong 
Kong Saturday to express their firm 
support for and utmost respect to the 
police force.

The scene stood in stark contrast to 
the chaotic and violent besieges of po-
lice stations by black-clad protesters 
on many nights over the past weeks.

“The police have been working re-
ally hard to safeguard social order. We 
came here to show our support,” said 
a resident surnamed Chan, who visit-
ed Kwai Chung Police Station with his 
wife and son. The boy gave the police 
a hand-written card as a gift.

“I hope our children can learn to 
love peace and how to act as righteous 
people,” Chan said. “I also want to see 
society restore order and for there to 
be no more violence.”

Local business leader Raymond Tsoi 
Chi-chung and his friends visited Cen-
tral Police Station to express their sup-
port to the “core force for protecting 
Hong Kong.”

“Recent violent incidents have re-
duced Hong Kong to an economic 
trough,” Tsoi said. “I hope Hong 
Kong people can focus on stabiliz-
ing the economy.”

A police officer surnamed Lau has 
become an internet celebrity after a 
video went viral showing him con-
fronting a crowd of protesters that 
had surrounded and attacked him.

“Hong Kong police are capable of 
coping with the mobsters, but it has 
torn my heart out either to hit them 
or not, as they are also Chinese,” 
said Lau in a text message to a re-
porter, which drew immense online 
support for both his bravery and 
compassion.

Carrie Lam, chief executive of the 
Hong Kong Special Administrative 
Region (HKSAR), on Friday visited 
Wong Tai Sin Police Station and dor-
mitory quarters which had been at-
tacked by radical protesters. Lam 
expressed thanks to the police per-
sonnel for their hard work to safe-
guard public security in Hong Kong.

Lam also demanded renovation of 
the damaged buildings and height-
ened security in the dormitory quar-
ters to give the peace back to the po-
lice families.

PROFESSIONAL AND 
RESTRAINED
Over the past two months, the Hong 

Kong police have been praised for 
showing professionalism and exercis-
ing restraint with the use of appropri-
ate force to cope with violent protests.

“The approach the police adopted 
to dealing with violence is appropri-
ate and balanced,” said Chan Man Ki, 

founding president of the Small and 
Medium Law Firms Association of 
Hong Kong.

Chan noted that far from rallying 
in a peaceful manner, the protesters 
have committed various offenses on 
the street, ranging from setting fires 
and throwing rocks and iron bars at 
the police to using offensive weapons, 
including explosives and homemade 
sharp objects, and besieging police 
stations.

“Facing violence of such degree, the 
police had every right to use appropri-
ate force in an effort to end violence 
and protect public safety,” said the le-
gal expert.

During the protests, police officers 
balanced the exercise of the right to 
freedom of speech for protesters and 
the right of other people to use the 
roads, a Hong Kong police officer told 
Xinhua.

But police were mandated to take 
action when crimes were committed, 
said the officer, who declined to be 
named or disclose his rank.

“All the duties assigned to on-site 
police officers bear one characteristic: 
totally not proactive,” he said.

The officer said he saw in person 
one of his colleagues hit hard by a pro-
tester in the face.

“Part of his eyeball collapsed, which 
severely affected his eyesight. The in-
jury may be permanent,” he said.

In response to the attacks, the po-
lice officer said his colleagues only 
resorted to the minimum use of force, 
such as using batons, tear gas and rub-
ber rounds to disperse the crowd. “We 
never used any lethal or deadly weap-
on against the protestors.”

Elsie Leung, former secretary for 
justice of the HKSAR government, said 
various actions of the protesters have 
gone far beyond the realm of peace-
ful demonstrations -- ranging from 
storming and vandalizing the Legisla-
tive Council building and storming the 
institution of the central government 
in Hong Kong to paralyzing the trans-
port network and assaulting the police 
force with bricks and petrol bombs.

“No one is above the law,” she said, 
stressing that all the offenders should 
be brought to justice.

ENORMOUS STRESS
While battling to contain violence 

on the street, Hong Kong police offic-
ers had to face online assault, endur-
ing all sorts of ridicule, humiliation 
and even threats.

“Many police officers are working 
more than 10 hours each day. They are 
also under tremendous mental stress 
for being assaulted by the radicals on 
social media,” said Lam Chi-wai, chair-
man of the Junior Police Officers’ Asso-
ciation of the Hong Kong Police Force.

   Xinhua

NEW YORK 

DISGRACED financier Jeffrey Ep-
stein was found dead on Saturday 
after an apparent suicide in the New 
York jail cell where he was being held 
without bail on sex-trafficking charges, 
and a source said he was not on sui-
cide watch at the time of his death.

Epstein, 66, was found unrespon-
sive in his cell in the Special Housing 
Unit of the Metropolitan Correctional 
Center (MCC) and taken to a hospital 
where he was pronounced dead, the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons, which op-
erates the lower Manhattan jail, said in 
a statement. It declined to comment 
further.

Epstein, a well-connected money 
manager dogged for years by allega-
tions that he sexually abused girls and 
young women, was found hanging by 
his neck, according to the source, who 
was not authorized to speak on the re-
cord.

 The financier, who once counted 
Republican US President Donald 
Trump and Democratic former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton as friends, was ar-
rested on July 6 and pleaded not guilty 
to charges of sex trafficking involving 
dozens of underage girls as young as 
14, from at least 2002 to 2005.

The FBI and the Department of Jus-
tice’s Inspector General were opening 
investigations into his death, US Attor-
ney General William Barr said, adding 
that he was “appalled” to learn of the 
apparent suicide in federal custody.

Last month, Epstein was found un-
conscious on the floor of his jail cell 
with marks on his neck, and officials 
were investigating that incident as a 
possible suicide or assault.

“Mr Epstein’s death raises serious 
questions that must be answered,” 
Barr said in a statement.

Even though Epstein was found un-
conscious last month, he had recently 
been taken off suicide watch, a special 
set of procedures for inmates in dan-
ger of taking their own life, according 
to the source. The financier was in 
a cell by himself when his body was 
found.

It was not immediately clear why 
Epstein was taken off suicide watch.

At the MCC, two jail guards are re-
quired to make separate checks on 
all prisoners every 30 minutes, but 
that procedure was not followed over-
night, according to the source. In ad-
dition, every 15 minutes guards are 
required to make another check on 
prisoners who are on suicide watch.

Guards generally remove any pris-
oner placed on suicide watch from the 
Special Housing Unit where Epstein 
was housed, according to a Twitter 
post by Preet Bharara, a former Man-

hattan-based US attorney. The unit 
separates inmates such as accused sex 
offenders from the general population 
for their protection.

Aja Davis, a spokeswoman for the 
New York City Office of the Chief Medi-
cal Examiner, said she could not say 
how Epstein died before her office ex-
amined the body.

Investigation to continue
Epstein was arrested on July 6 at a 

New Jersey airport after taking a pri-
vate plane from Paris. Last month, a 
judge refused Epstein’s request to re-
lease him on bail and allow him to live 
under 24-hour guard in his opulent 
townhouse on Manhattan’s Upper East 
Side. The financier was appealing that 
ruling.

The indictment accused Epstein 
of knowingly recruiting underage 
women to engage in sex acts with 
him, sometimes over a period of years 
while paying the women for each en-
counter.

Prosecutors said a search of his 
townhouse, conducted under a war-
rant, uncovered evidence of hun-
dreds, and perhaps thousands, of 
nude photographs of “what appeared 
to be underage girls,” including some 
photos cataloged on compact discs 
and kept in a locked safe.

In a court filing on July 25, the gov-
ernment said it was pursuing an “on-
going investigation of uncharged indi-
viduals” in connection with the case.

That investigation, by the US Attor-
ney’s Office in Manhattan, will contin-
ue despite Epstein’s death, a different 
source familiar with the matter said.

“Today’s events are disturbing, and 
we are deeply aware of their potential 

to present yet another hurdle to giv-
ing Epstein’s many victims their day in 
court,” Geoffrey Berman, the US Attor-
ney in Manhattan, said in a statement. 
“Our investigation of the conduct 
charged in the indictment – which in-
cluded a conspiracy count – remains 
ongoing.”

In addition to Trump and Clinton, 
Epstein has socialized with L Brands 
founder Les Wexner over the years, 
and according to court papers, with 
Britain’s Prince Andrew. None of them 
was mentioned in the indictment 
against Epstein.

The charges were announced more 
than a decade after he pleaded guilty 
in Florida to state charges of solicita-
tion of prostitution from a minor in a 
deal with prosecutors that has been 
widely criticized as too lenient.

One of the Florida prosecutors, Al-
exander Acosta, resigned as US labor 
secretary in July as the deal came un-
der fresh scrutiny after Epstein’s ar-
rest in New York. His death came a day 
after the unsealing of a court filing in 
which a woman who accused Epstein 
of keeping her as a sex slave said one 
of the financier’s associates had in-
structed her to have sex with at least a 
half-dozen prominent men.

 The claim by Virginia Giuffre came 
in a deposition that was included 
in about 2,000 pages of documents 
related to her defamation lawsuit 
against Ghislaine Maxwell, the associ-
ate whom Giuffre said helped Epstein 
procure girls for sex.

Lawyers for Maxwell did not re-
spond to several phone and email re-
quests for comment.

   Agencies

Disgraced money manager 
Epstein dead in apparent suicide

STEVEN Larosa, 35, was re-
cently arrested by New York 
police for allegedly dousing 
two NYPD traffic enforcement 
agents in Queens days before. 

The man is facing harass-
ment and obstructing govern-
mental administration charg-
es.

NYPD Commissioner James 
O’Neill confirmed the informa-
tion and stressed that “this is 
unacceptable.”

In the US, it’s a common 
sense that the authoritative-
ness of a policeman’s law en-
forcement right must not be 
violated, and the police of-
ficers would never hesitate 
before they stop the acts that 

disrespect their authoritative-
ness or threaten their per-
sonal safety. Such acts are not 
tolerated by the public, either.

“Use your discretion — make 
arrests when necessary — and 
know that you have our sup-
port and full confidence,” 
NYPD Chief of Department 
Terence Monahan tweeted to 
express support for his offic-
ers.

New York local media, citing 
a police memo, said that “Po-
lice officers are not expected 
to tolerate conduct that may 
cause risk of injury to them-
selves or the public, interferes 
with performance of their du-
ties, or tampers with or dam-
ages their uniform, equipment 

or other department property.” 
NYPD Chief of Patrol Rodney 
Harrison stressed that “there is 
a line that cannot be crossed.”

The dousing case triggered 
heated discussion on US so-
cial media. Many people said 
such practices that hurt the 
interests of the police must be 
stopped. 

“He needs to be arrested for 
assaulting an officer! What are 
we waiting for?” a Twitter user 
named Mila Frosty replied to a 
Wall Street Journal’s relevant 
report. “Show some respect, 
some class, some honor. Peo-
ple in the United States should 
know that if it wasn’t for men 
and women in blue it would 
have been a mayhem,” another 

Twitter user replied.
Politicians also made their 

voices on the case. “It’s not 
acceptable for anyone to in-
terfere with the NYPD when 
they’re effectuating an arrest,” 
said mayor of New York Bill 
de Blasio. “Throwing things 
at NYPD officers is not only 
not acceptable, it can lead to 
charges,” the mayor added.

De Blasio’s predecessor Rudy 
Giuliani warned that crime 
would not decrease as long 
as officers are in this environ-
ment. “The way you reduce 
crime is to have police offic-
ers with high morale,” Giuliani 
said. “That uniform should be 
respected.”

To crack down upon such ac-

tions, New York Assemblymen 
Mike LiPetri and Mike Riley 
immediately announced a pro-
posed bill that will make it a 
felony to throw or spray water 
or any other substance on an 
on-duty police or peace officer. 
The charge would be punish-
able by up to 4 years in prison.

“We must send a strong mes-
sage that such acts will not be 
tolerated and I am confident 
that this bill provides law en-
forcement the tools they need 
to properly react,” LiPetri said.

 “We employ police forces 
to maintain the potentially 
fragile existence of order. And 
when established law and 
order break down, criminal 
elements in our midst sense 

opportunity and become em-
boldened,” said James A. Gagli-
ano, law enforcement analyst 
of CNN in a recent article. Civil 
disorder, anti-social behavior, 
and blatant disrespect for law 
enforcement must not be toler-
ated anywhere in America, the 
article noted.

The American society’s re-
action to the water-dousing 
attack indicated the zero-tol-
erance of the country for the 
assaults on police officers. As a 
matter of fact, to safeguard the 
authoritativeness of police of-
ficers is a basic principle of not 
only the US, but also every le-
gal state. And it is a bottom line 
that should never be crossed in 
every corner of the world.

Unfortunately, the US is a 
country that has long adopted 
double standards. It never al-
lows its own citizens to tread 
on the authority of the rule of 
law, but describes the civilized 
law enforcement of the police-
men in other countries as “op-
pressing” the so-called “peace-
ful protest”. What’s more, the 
US government is even in-
dulging the criminals of other 
countries.

Such strong comparison 
will only reveal the arrogance 
and prejudices, hypocrisy and 
cold-bloodedness, as well as 
selfishness and hegemony of 
the US.

          People’s Daily

US reaction to water-dousing attack on NYPD reveals double standards

CAPE TOWN

SOUTH African President Cyril 
Ramaphosa “did nothing wrong” in his 
2017 campaign to become the head of 
the party African National Congress 
(ANC), said presidential spokesperson 
Khusela Diko in a statement on Satur-
day.

The spokesperson refuted accusa-
tion that Ramaphosa (pictured) and 
his campaign team received funding 
from Bosasa company, also known as 
African Global Operations, in violation 
of the Executive Ethics Code.

From the outset, Ramaphosa and 
his campaign team promised the cam-
paign to be clean, within necessary le-
gal prescripts and in line with values 
and principles of the ANC, said Diko.

The statement came after a report 
released in July by Public Protector 
Busisiwe Mkhwebane, who accuses 
the president of receiving 500,000 
rand (about 33,000 U.S. dollars) illegal 
funding from Bosasa to fund his cam-
paign.

Mkhwebane said in the report that 
Ramaphosa deliberately misled the 
parliament in November last year by 
saying he did not know the details of 
the donation his campaign office re-
ceived.

The public protector insists that the 
president did know where the dona-
tion came from as he personally at-
tended the fund-raising dinners.

The spokesperson said Ramaphosa 
had been made aware that the con-
fidential banking information of his 
campaign contributors had been 
leaked to the media.

“The information, supposedly held 
only by the public protector, includes 
bank statements of third parties, 
which record private transactions and 
which are strictly confidential,” the 
statement said.

The president noted “with grave 
concern” that the disclosure amounts 
to a violation of the constitutional 
right to privacy, Diko said, adding that 
the information had been obtained in 
an illegal manner.  Xinhua

S. African 
Presidency 
defends 
funding for 
presidential 
election 
campaign

Hong Kong people express support 

for police, calling for end to violence

MOSCOW

RUSSIA and China should ex-
change information on the inter-
ference of the United States in the 
internal affairs of the two countries, 
the Russian Foreign Ministry said on 
Friday.

The ministry’s spokesperson Ma-
ria Zakharova said at a news brief-
ing that Moscow is aware of Chinese 
statements that the United States 
interferes in Hong Kong affairs and 
it treats this information “with all se-
riousness.”

“Moreover, I think it would be 
right and useful to exchange such in-
formation through respective servic-

Russia calls for cooperation with China against US meddling

es,” Zakharova (pictured) said, adding 
that she and her Chinese colleagues 
will discuss the issue soon.

Zakharova said the United States’ 
secret service is using technology to 
destabilize Russia and China.

Earlier on Friday, the Russian For-
eign Ministry said it had summoned 
US Embassy Political Section head 
Tim Richardson, and presented him 
with an official protest against the US 
encouraging an unauthorized opposi-

tion rally on Aug 3.
The ministry criticized the United 

States for attempting to interfere in 
Russia’s domestic affairs.

Also on Friday, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Hua Chunying 
called on the US side to immediately 
stop intervening in Hong Kong affairs 
and China’s internal affairs.

On Thursday, the Office of the Com-
missioner of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of China in the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region lodged 
stern representations with the US 
Consulate General in Hong Kong after 
a diplomat at the consulate general 
reportedly met with “Hong Kong inde-
pendence” activists.            Agencies

This March 28, 2017 photo, provided by the New York State Sex Offender Registry 
shows Jeffrey Epstein. (AP)

The information, 
supposedly held 
only by the public 
protector, includes bank 
statements of third 

Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) Carrie Lam 
attends a press conference in Hong Kong, south China, on Saturday. (Xinhua)
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Will Simba make it three in a row? 

Company sponsors young 
African footballers to 
attend training in UK    

 BY GUARDIAN REPORTER

QNET, the official direct selling partner 
of Manchester City FC, as part of the firm’s 
commitment to developing talents and as a 
corporate social responsibility exercise, has 
sponsored three young African footballers to 
attend the City Football Language School in 
Manchester. 

The City Football Language School is a 
two-week football and English course for 
young football players. 

The course began on July 28 and climaxes 
today.

The young footballers were selected from 
a competitive process in Ghana, Cameroon 
and Ivory Coast. The course, as noted by 
organizers,is at no cost to the young foot-
ballers. 

City Football Language school is an inspir-
ing two-week football and English course for 
young players aged 12-17, taking place in the 
heart of Manchester City’s training grounds 
at the City Football Academy. 

Organizers noted the selected young play-
ers are exposed to Manchester City’s training 
philosophy and methodology through train-
ing sessions led by City Football Schools’ 
coaches. 

Theyoungsters also have the opportunity 
to improve their English language skills on 
an interactive journey through the world of 
football with British Study Centers’ language 
teachers.

The young footballers are learning and 
training at the home of Manchester City in 
the heart of the Etihad Campus, with access 
to outstanding facilities. 

The highly innovative football and English 

language syllabus focuses on maximizing 
learning both on and off the field.

The training is covering key areas of a pro-
fessional footballer’s life.  In addition to its 
British Council accreditation, the course, or-
ganizers disclosed, is accredited by Eaquals, 
whose aim is to guarantee high quality in lan-
guage teaching and learning worldwide.

Speaking about the opportunity, Biram 
Fall, QNET Regional General Manager for 
Sub-Saharan Africa, said: “QNET continues 
to invest in talent development at all levels. 
The sponsorship of Manchester City Foot-
ball Club as the official direct selling partner, 
is one of our commitments to the game of 
football and the passion that accompanies it 
globally.”

“The game of football unites people from 
different races and walks of life. It promotes 
teamwork, team spirit, hardwork and pas-
sion. These are some of the core values of 
QNET as a business.”

In Africa, QNET is a Direct Selling Partner 
for Total CAF Champions League, Total CAF 
Confederation Cup and the Total CAF Super 
Cup.

QNET continues to entrench its reach 
across the continent, providing entrepre-
neurial opportunities for people and helping 
change their stories positively. 

Apart from sports partnerships, QNET is 
also a company that invests in social respon-
sibility, giving back meaningfully and sus-
tainably in all its operational regions. 

In November 2018, the company was 
awarded the e-Commerce Corporate Social 
Responsibility Company of the Year by the 
Centre for Corporate Social Responsibility 
West Africa.

Richard Gere, Italy’s Salvini clash over migrant ship
 LAMPEDUSA, ITALY

HOLLYWOOD star Richard Gere on 
Saturday urged the Italian govern-
ment to stop “demonising people” 
and instead help migrants who have 
been stranded on a Spanish charity 
boat in the Mediterranean for more 
than a week. 

Gere, who visited the Open Arms 
ship in a show of support on Friday, 
joined a news conference on the Ital-
ian island of Lampedusa to call for 
the 160 migrants stuck on the boat to 
be allowed to disembark. 

He compared the political situa-
tion in Italy, where League leader 
and Interior Minister Matteo Salvini 
has repeatedly refused requests by 
migrant ships to dock, to that of the 
U.S. administration of Donald Trump. 

“We have our problems with refu-
gees coming from Honduras, Sala-
vador, Nicaragua, Mexico... It’s very 
similar to what you are going through 
here,” he said, accusing politicians in 
both Italy and the United States of 
demonising migrants. 

“This has to stop everywhere on 
this planet now. And it will stop if we 
say stop,” he said, adding that he only 
wanted to help people and not get 
into a political fight. 

Salvini, who this week pushed 
through parliament tougher sanc-
tions on charity ships that seek to 
bring migrants rescued at sea to Italy, 
was quick to reply. 

“Given this generous millionaire 
is voicing concern for the fate of 

  
BY CORRESPONDENT MICHAEL MWEBE

T
HE 2019/20 Tanzania Pre-
mier League season will 
kick-off on Saturday next 
week.

The first block will include some 
exciting fixtures, including the 
Mwanza derby between Mbao FC 
and Alliance FC, as well as Mbeya 
derby between Prisons and Mbeya 
City FC. 

Probably the pick of the opening 
round’s action involves Kinondoni 
Municipal Council FC, who host 
Azam FC at the Uhuru Stadium in 
Dar es Salaam. 

It has been a while since there has 
been so much excitement before the 
start of a new season in Tanzania. 

The top four sides, namely Simba, 
Yanga, AzamFC and Kinondoni Mu-
nicipal Council FC, have made a sig-
nificant leap in quality compared to 
last season. 

KMC FC
The Municipal-owned KMC have 

managed to put together a very ex-
citing and talented squad, which 
boasts of some of the finest young 
players in Tanzania. After a very 
good topflight debut season, they 
appear to mean business after snap-
ping up some serious new firepower 
including last season first runner 
up in the list of goal scorers, Salim 
Aiyee,Vitalis Mayanga, Ivorian at-
tacking midfielder Serge Niguez and 
the experienced duo of Jean Mugi-
raneza and Janvier Bokungu who 
have previously featured for Azam 
FC and Simba respectively.

Under head coach Jackson 
Mayanja, KMC FC might even be 
better but they are a couple of 
seasons away from being considered 
a serious threat to the usual title 
contenders. They are almost certain 
to finish 10-20 points behind the top 
two but another top four finish will 
confirm their rising status. 

Azam FC
They may not have made flashy 

signings, but Azam who finished 
third last season have quietly had a 
good transfer window. They still have 
the financial muscle to dominate the 
local transfer market but under the 
newly appointed Burundian coach, 
Etienne Ndayiragije, Azam have 
tried to look for value and trust in 
their youth set up. 

In appointing Ndayiragije, one 
could say Azam are becoming 
more pragmatic and building for 
the future. Ndayiragije has not 
won anything in Tanzania but the 
compelling reason to give him the 
hot seat is his readiness to promote 
and trust youngsters will help the 
club integrate academy graduates 
who have often found it difficult 
to get into the first team under 

U.S. actor Richard Gere holds a news conference in support of 
an NGO ship “Open Arms”, which carries stranded migrants, in 
Lampedusa, Italy, on August 10, 2019. REUTERS

Mainland Premier League defending champions, Simba SC.

previous coaches. 
Arguably Azam’s most 

interesting acquisition is that 
of Iddi Selemani ‘Nado’ from 
Mbeya City FC. It was only 
three seasons ago when Nado 
was catching attention in 
the Ndondo Cup, a popular 
off season tournament that 
involves teams from various 
streets in Dares Salaam as well 
as playing in the backwaters of 
the First Division League. 

The unfortunate truth for 
Ndayiragije is that he has 
inherited a team that was seen 
as a serious title contender 
but finished 18 points behind 
Simba and 11 behind Yanga last 
season. There is also the goal 
scoring issue that has derailed 
the team in the last two 
seasons. Donald Ngoma and 
Obrey Chirwa have not really 
been that good while Burundi 
striker Selemani Ndikumana 
looks like his best days are well 
behind him.

With several signings in the 
bag and a CAF Confederation 
Cup return to look forward to, 
there is real cause for optimism 
at the Chamazi based club 
though on paper they look a 
little bit lightweight compared 
to the defending champions, 
Simba. 

Yanga
The upturn in the club’s 

finances has translated into 
an ambitious, and ultimately 
fruitful, transfer market. The 
ambitious transfer window has 
seen the addition of 10 new 
players and offloading of ageing 
ones, Thabani Kamusoko and 
Amissi Tambwe.

The arrival of last season 

Uganda Premier League top 
scorer Juma Balinya, Congolese 
David Molinga, Zambian 
Maybin Kalengo and the 
experienced Namibian Sadney 
Urikhob will help reinforce 
the striking department which 
over relied on Congolese 
Heritier Makambo last season. 

The only disappointment 
for Yanga so far has been 
Makambo’s transfer to Guinea 
moneybags, AC Horoya, but 
Yanga have managed to invest 
the $70,000 transfer fee 
received back into their squad 
by boosting their striking 
options.

Yanga’s supporters can be 
proud of the progress that 
has been achieved by the new 
administration within a short 
time. There is still work to be 
done on the pitch, of course, 
but with three solid sponsors in 
SportPesa, GSM and Taifa Gas, 
they finally have the resources 
to bridge the financial gap with 
their rivals, Simba and Azam 
FC. 

That said, it is surprising 
that Yanga could only manage 
to replace their two left full 
backs, Gadiel Michael and 
Mwinyi Haji with the relatively 
unknown and inexperienced 
Muharami Issa ‘Marcelo’.

Simba 
After a crazy transfer 

window, Simba will be hoping 
to march towards a feat 
achieved by the generation 
team of 1976 to 1980‚ which 
won the league title five years 
in a row. First they have to go 
after a hat-trick of league titles 
and with their star-studded 
squad‚ the question is if 

anybody can stop them. 
Even though their closest 

rivals have beefed up their 
squads, when one looks at the 
quality of the Simba squad‚ it is 
hard to find reasons why they 
should not win the league. 
They have the squad with the 
most depth in all positions‚ by 
far. It will be difficult for Azam 
and Yanga to fend off a side 
which has grown in confidence 
and experience. 

While Emmanuel Okwi, 
Juuko Murushid, James Kotei 
and Haruna Niyonzima are 
big names that have left 
the Msimbazi Street team’s 
den, the addition of Sudan 
international Sharaf Shiboub, 
Francis Kahata, and Deo 
Kanda from TP Mazembe 
has rejuvenated the squad. 
Three Brazilians have also 
been added with one, Tairone 
Santos Da Silva already looking 
like a good bet while the other 
two still need to convince. 

But above all, Simba have 
maintained their influential 
players with the exception 
of Okwi. With rumours 
circulating about the future of 
Meddie Kagere who has been 
sensational since his move 
from Gor Mahia, Simba swiftly 
acted and extended his deal 
for two years which will keep 
him at Msimbazi up to 2022. 
Clatous Chama contract has 
also been extended while the 
local core of Jonas Mkude, 
Erasto Nyoni, Aishi Manula, 
Shomari Kapombe and John 
Bocco have all been retained 
after their contract expired at 
the end of last season.

A section of African footballers attending a two-week football and English course in Manchester, England, 
in a group picture after training last week. The course that started on July 28 ends today. PHOTO: 
CORRESPONDENT

MAINLAND PREMIER LEAGUE PREVIEW

LONDON

AUSTRALIA’s strength in pace makes Mitch-
ell Starc believe that he and fellow quick Josh 
Hazlewood will have to work harder to break 
into the playing XI in the ongoing Ashes series 
against England. 

Left-arm quick Starc finished as the highest 
wicket-taker in the 50-overs World Cup last 
month but was overlooked, along with Ha-
zlewood, for the Ashes opener in Edgbaston 
which Australia won by 251 runs. 

Starc naturally wants to play the second test 
at Lord’s from Wednesday but is even keener 
on Australia bringing home the urn, even if it 
means spending more time on the sidelines. 

“We’re here to win the Ashes,” said Starc, 
who took 10 wickets in the last test he played, 
against Sri Lanka in February at Canberra. 

“We’re not just here to make it on the park. 
We want to win this Ashes. 

“Whether that’s a different bowling attack 
each game, or the same through five test 
matches, it’s pretty exciting.” 

Instead of wallowing in personal disap-
pointment, the 29-year-old is finding joy in 
the success of his pace colleagues, describing 
the group as a “really close set of mates”. 

He was particularly pleased with a fit-again 
Pattinson’s return to test cricket after more 

than three years. 
“It’s awesome to see Jimmy back after what 

he’s been through and I guess similarly what 
Pat Cummins has been through previously,” 
said Starc. 

“Having his body let him down and to come 
back and play test cricket again was pretty 
special. 

“To see your mates work it back and pull on 
the Baggy Green again and perform so well 
win the test match, that’s exciting for us. 

“It makes Josh and I have to work that bit 
harder to try and make it back as well, which I 
think you want from a whole squad.” 

Starc said Australia have acquired an all-sur-
face pace attack, complimented by off-spin-
ner Nathan Lyon who ran through England’s 
second innings at Edgbaston. 

“We’ve got a couple of a bit more aggressive 
guys, a couple of holders there that build pres-
sure and take wickets that way and a couple of 
guys that are probably a hybrid of both,” Starc 
explained. 

“We’re quite a well-rounded attack and then 
you throw in Nathan Lyon, who just knows 
how to get it done in all conditions. 

“We’re prepared for all conditions whether 
it be flat, green, seaming, swinging, slow, fast.” 

REUTERS

the Open Arms migrants, 
we thank him: he can take 
back to Hollywood, on his 
private plane, all the peo-
ple aboard and 

support them in his vil-

las. Thank you Richard!” he 
said in a statement. 

Standoffs with non-
governmental organisa-
tion boats have become 
common in the last year 

as European states at odds over who 
should be responsible for accepting 
migrants have refused port to ves-
sels carrying rescued people, often 
leaving them stranded at sea for days 
awaiting a solution. 

The Open Arms said it had rescued 
more people on Saturday. 

The boat was at sea near Lampe-
dusa with 121 people aboard from 
earlier rescues when, late on Friday 
evening, Maltese authorities asked it 
to assist 39 people in a wooden raft. 

Malta had offered to accept the 39 
people from this rescue but not the 
121 already aboard, among them 32 
minors, they added, saying the NGO 
had refused the offer. 

“[Malta] has refused to disembark 
the other 121 people who have been 
aboard for 9 days. This has created 
a serious security problem aboard. 
Their levels of anxiety are unsus-
tainable,” Open Arms founder Oscar 
Camps said on Twitter. 

The boat has been in limbo since 
Malta and Italy rejected requests to 
disembark there. Spain’s Socialist 
government accepted the Acquarius 
NGO boat last year following a similar 
standoff but has since hardened its 
position, saying that the Open Arms 
should look for a closer port. 

This week the European Union’s 
executive called on member states 
to show solidarity and find a solution 
for the boat. 

REUTERS

Australia’s Starc enjoying 
pace jostle and team success
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Neymar left out of PSG opener, 
exit talks ‘more advanced’
 SAINT-GERMAIN-EN-LAVE, FRANcE

PARIS Saint-Germain revealed on 
Saturday that Neymar transfer talks 
are “more advanced than before” 
after the Brazilian was dropped for 
the French champions’ opening 
Ligue 1 match.

Sporting director Leonardo 
confirmed to reporters that the 
Brazilian was near the exit door but 
that PSG were “not yet ready to give 
their approval (to the transfer)” 
ahead of Sunday’s game against 
Nimes at the Parc des Princes.

PSG coach Thomas Tuchel said: 
“Neymar did not complete training 
and it’s not possible that he plays 
tomorrow.”

The club are impatient for the 
transfer saga to reach a conclusion, 
one way or another.

“It’s important to shape our 
future for everyone,” Neymar’s 
fellow Brazilian Leonardo told a 
press conference.

“If he stays, he plays. If he leaves, 
he leaves. The quicker (we know) 
the better.”

Real Madrid or a return to 
Barcelona are the most likely 
destinations for the world’s 
most expensive footballer, with 
Spanish media on Friday saying 
that Zinedine Zidane’s side will 
battle Barca for the 27-year-old’s 
signature.

Sports newspaper AS claimed 
Neymar has been offered to Madrid 
by PSG, who are open to selling 
if they can either recoup the 222 
million euros ($249 million) they 
spent on him in 2017 or receive half 
that amount with players included 
in the deal.

Barcelona-based Mundo 
Deportivo says that he would prefer 
a move back to Catalonia to play 
alongside former teammates Lionel 
Messi and Luis Suarez.

Neymar started the new season 
by angering the Qatari-backed club 
when he turned up one week late 
for training.

The player’s camp maintained 
he had a prior agreement to stay 
away but that didn’t wash with his 
employers who threatened to take 
“appropriate action”.

Off the pitch, Neymar was 
informed by a Brazilian judge on 
Friday that the rape case which has 
been hanging over the footballer 
for months had been dismissed due 
to insufficient evidence.

Neymar had vehemently denied 
allegations he raped a Brazilian 
woman in a Paris hotel in May.

- Courting controversy -
The forward, whose time in 

France has been marked by injuries 
and controversies, has made a 
series of remarks that strained his 
relationship further with the club 
and sparked outrage on social 
media.

Asked by an online sports 
channel about his best memory 
in football, he cited Barcelona’s 
incredible 2017 Champions League 
last-16 comeback against PSG when 
he inspired the Catalans to a 6-1 
second-leg victory after a 4-0 first-
leg defeat.

Neymar was signed by PSG to 
bolster their hopes of a maiden 
Champions League title, but they 
have instead since lost twice in the 
last-16 phase -- to Real Madrid and 
Manchester United.

He missed PSG’s last games in 
both Champions League campaigns 
through injury and twice courted 
controversy last season.

Neymar insulted VAR officials 
on Instagram after the team’s 
humbling by United and received 
a three-match ban from UEFA, and 
then appeared to punch a Rennes 
fan after PSG’s shock French Cup 
final defeat.

In total, he has scored 51 goals 
in 58 games for the capital side, 
winning two Ligue 1 titles and 
the 2018 French Cup and French 
League Cup.

AFP

 LONDON

PEP Guardiola says VAR will only 
be worthwhile if decisions taken by 
the controversial system are always 
correct after Manchester City’s 5-0 
win at West Ham was interrupted by 
several replay reviews.

Guardiola’s side kicked off their 
Premier League title defence with 
a confident display as Raheem 
Sterling’s hat-trick and goals from 
Gabriel Jesus and Sergio Aguero 
demolished the Hammers.

But City’s ruthless finishing wasn’t 
the main talking point in east London 
as VAR made a first major impact on a 
Premier League match.

The Video Assistant Referee 
technology is being used in the 
Premier League for the first time this 
season after featuring in the FA and 
League Cups in England last term.

The system was given quite a 
workout at the London Stadium, 
with several decisions reviewed, 
including City’s Jesus having a 
goal disallowed for offside against 
Sterling, while Aguero was able to 
score a retaken penalty after his 
initial saved spot-kick featured West 
Ham encroachment.

There was also VAR approval for 
Sterling’s second goal and an early 
West Ham penalty appeal was turned 
down by the system.

The offside decision against 
Sterling was extremely close and 
Guardiola disagreed with the call, 
insisting the constant interventions 
are only worth the hassle if they are 
always right.

“Only what I wish is that VAR 
doesn’t make mistakes please. 
When it’s offside it’s offside, when 
it’s a penalty it’s a penalty,” he told 
reporters.

“Rules are rules, no problem. But I 

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

 LONDON

HARRY Kane highlighted the 
impact of Christian Eriksen as 
Tottenham came from behind to 
beat Aston Villa 3-1 to open their 
Premier League campaign on 
Saturday.

Eriksen started on the bench with 
his future at last season’s Champions 
League finalists still uncertain.

The Dane has just one year left on 
his contract at Spurs and could yet 
leave in the coming weeks with the 
transfer window across Europe still 
open until September 2.

However, Eriksen showed no 
lack of commitment as he sparked 
Tottenham’s attack into life after 
being introduced 25 minutes from 
time by Mauricio Pochettino.

He played a part in debutant 
Tanguy Ndombele’s equaliser 
before Kane struck twice in the final 
four minutes to secure a vital three 
points.

“I’ve played with him for five 
years now,” said Kane. “We know the 
quality he has on the ball, his assists, 
his goals.

“He dictates the pace of the game 
and for me it’s perfect. I can make 
my little movements off that.”

Victory was crucial for Spurs to 
respond to Manchester City and 
Liverpool’s strong starts to the 
season with 5-0 and 4-1 thrashings of 
West Ham and Norwich respectively.

Spurs travel to City next weekend 
and Kane is keen to not to let the 
champions surge clear at the top of 
the table.

“They set the standard last year,” 
added the England captain.

“From our point of view we kept 
with them for a while last season 
then fell off in the second half of the 
season.

“We have to keep up with them. 
It’s the first game but it’s always nice 
to win, especially at home.”

AFP

Kane hails Eriksen effect on Spurs fightback

will be upset if it’s something that is 
right and it’s disallowed. Then it will 
be not good.

“The only thing I’m concerned 
is when VAR makes a mistake. It 
happened quite often in the past, 
then it is better for the referee to 
make decision.”

Guardiola has already experienced 
the agony of VAR overturning a 
key decision when Sterling had 
what would have been a last-gasp 
Champions League winner against 
Tottenham ruled out for offside last 
season.

Since then, the Spaniard has 
joined the rest of his Premier League 
managerial counterparts for a VAR 
demonstration in London.

He remains hopeful the system 
will prove to be fairer in the long-
term, even if it needs to be quicker to 
make decisions after both teams had 
returned to their kick-off positions 
before Jesus’s goal was eventually 
disallowed.

- ‘Mentally strong’ -
“After what happened against 

Tottenham in the quarter-finals 
last season, we were there, 60,000 
people jumping with joy, then one 
second later we lost because it 
was offside. Now I’m used to these 
situations,” he said.

“We had a managers’ meeting in 
London last week and they showed 
us how VAR will work with all the 
cameras and angles.

“I think it will be fairer. Maybe it 
will be quicker in the future.

“You have to be mentally strong 
when VAR is not on our side. You 
think at 3-0 the game is almost over 
but at 2-0, it’s completely different.

“It is going to change the dynamic 
not just for the team but for the 
spectators. It will be a good lesson for 
our future.”

Regardless of the latest VAR issues, 
Guardiola was content with the way 
City recovered from a lethargic first 
15 minutes to put West Ham to the 
sword.

It was the ideal response from the 
champions after title rivals Liverpool 
crushed Norwich 4-1 in their season 

By cOLIN UDOh, SpEcIAL TO ESpN 

AT £40 million, Alex Iwobi’s 
Deadline Day move from boyhood 
club Arsenal to Everton has made 
him the most expensive Nigerian 
transfer ever, and saved the Super 
Eagles from an embarrassingly quiet 
window.

Finally, a Nigerian has cracked into 
the top 10 of all-time most expensive 
African transfers. Iwobi moved into 
sixth spot, pushing Egypt’s Mohamed 
Salah (£36.9m) down to seventh. It 
was a rare Nigerian big-ticket move 
this offseason.

It is perhaps a reflection of the 
current state of the transfer market 
that Iwobi’s transfer barely moved 
the interest needle on the continent. 
Certainly, it caused nowhere near 
as much interest as his uncle Austin 
Okocha did when he moved to PSG 
from Fenerbahce in 1998, for the 
then-African record fee of £12m.

For perspective, when Salah moved 
for his then-record fee from AS 
Roma to Liverpool, it set continental 
headlines on fire. But since then, the 
likes of Naby Keita (£52m), Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang (£56m), 
Riyadh Mahrez (£60m), and Cedric 
Bakambu (£65.4m) have all eclipsed 
the Egyptian.

And with Ivorian Nicolas Pepe 
eclipsing all of that with a £72m 
move from Lille this window, it is 
understandable that Iwobi’s fee 
would seem almost like a cheap 
afterthought.

But most here is the most important 
thing...

Pepe’s move had a direct 
consequence for the Nigerian. As 
soon as Arsenal signed the Ivorian, it 
was almost inevitable, as the transfer 
window creaked shut, that Iwobi 
would be moving on from the club 
where he has spent the last 17 years.

Even then, the move happened 
pretty quickly. One minute, there 
were whispers that he would be 
joining Everton, the next he was 
having a medical and signing a five-
year contract on the blue side of 
Liverpool.

Leaving Arsenal for Everton could 
be considered a career regression. 
The Gunners are previous Premier 
League champions, something alien 
to the Toffees. They are also serial 
European qualifiers, where they 

Iwobi’s Everton move a step down, but ensures his Nigeria place 

‘Don’t make mistakes’: Guardiola 
has VAR concerns after City rout 

 ANN ARBOR, MIch.

BARCELONA midfielder Carles 
Alena says it would be hard to take 
if Neymar signed for rivals Real Ma-
drid as he called on the Brazilian to 
return to Camp Nou this summer.

Paris Saint-Germain sporting di-
rector Leonardo has confirmed 
discussions are ongoing with other 
clubs over Neymar’s future but 
didn’t reveal which one the talks are 
with,.

Sources have told to ESPN FC that 
Barca would be interested in re-
signing the forward, despite the way 
he quit the club for PSG in a world 
record €222 million deal two years 
ago.

Barca could face competition for 
Neymar from Madrid, though. Los 
Blancos may make a move after fail-
ing to push through a deal to sign 
French midfielder Paul Pogba from 
Manchester United.

Gerard Pique said in Miami ear-
lier that he would be “delighted” to 
have Neymar back in Barcelona and 
Alena echoed those comments after 
Saturday’s 4-0 win over Napoli at 
Michigan Stadium.

“It would hurt if Neymar went to 
our eternal rival, especially after 
playing [for Barcelona],” the Spain 
U21 international told reporters af-
ter Saturday’s match.

“We hope that he comes back. 
He’s a spectacular player, one of 
the best in the world. If he comes 
back it would be an amazing sign-
ing, it would be an incredible way to 
close the transfer window. He would 
make us all better.”

Alena played an important role as 
a strong Barca side warmed up for 
Friday’s La Liga opener against Ath-
letic Bilbao by thumping Napoli in 
consecutive U.S.-based friendlies

The academy graduate helped set 
up two of the four goals, with Luis 
Suarez scoring twice and Antoine 
Griezmann and Ousmane Dembele 
also on target.

“Carles has got better and bet-
ter in preseason, growing little by 
little,” coach Ernesto Valverde said 
in his postgame news conference. 
“He adds a lot in the middle --he 
can play, he gets forward, he scores 
goals... I think he scored 13 goals in 
the second division [for Barca B two 
years ago].    (Agencies) 

Alex Iwobi’s transfer from Arsenal to Everton is the most expensive for a Nigerian, ever, at 40 million 
pounds. (Agencies)

Neymar should favour Barca over Real - Alena

have almost always played 
in the Champions League, 
until recently.

With that big picture 
admission out of the way, 
let’s look at the more 
granular situation. Iwobi 
has seen minutes during 
his time at Arsenal, but 
Pepe’s arrival meant that 
those minutes would have 
been severely restricted 
this season.

He could have stayed, 
kept his big name club tag 
and struggled for minutes. 
But Nigeria coach Gernot 
Rohr has made it clear to 
his players that consistent 
playing time at club level 
are a key essential for a 
starting spot in the Super 
Eagles.

Leicester’s Kelechi Ihe-
anacho is a not-so-lumi-
nous example of the con-
sequences of being on the 
wrong side of that stand-
ing rule.

And at 23, Iwobi has 
more than enough time to 
work his way back up to 
another big club. Everton, 
one of Premier League’s 
best of the rest, offers an 
irresistible opportunity 
for regular first team foot-
ball, something it appears 
he will get, according to 
Marco Silva.

“Alex was one of our 
main targets for this win-
dow. He is a direct and skil-
ful winger who fits exactly 
the profile of player I want 
in my model,” said the 

Everton manager.
Silva’s words pose both 

an opportunity and a 
conundrum for Nigeria. 
Over the last year and a bit, 
Iwobi has been deployed 
as a central midfielder by 
Nigeria, a position where 
the Eagles have had some 
struggles in recent years. 
Even more so in the last 
few months, with first 
the absence and then 
retirement of John Mikel 
Obi.

Silva’s classification of 
Iwobi as a winger is at odds 
with what a source close to 
the player told ESPN when 
the move was announced.

“It’s a new challenge for 
him but a very bold deci-
sion with the potential 

to grow into a bigger and 
better player playing in his 
preferred No 10 role,” the 
source said.

That is hard to see, with 
Gylfi Sigurdsson installed 
as Everton’s first choice 
in that position, complete 
with the jersey number.

But according to the 
source, Iwobi is prepared 
to work for it: “There are no 
guarantees in football but 
you work hard and earn 
your points and I have no 
doubts about Alex’s quali-
ties.”

For the time being, Bra-
zilian Bernard is expected 
to be the immediate casu-
alty of Iwobi’s arrival and 
the situation for Nigeria 
is set to be no different to 
what it has been, where 
the 23-year-old played as a 
winger for Arsenal and cen-
trally for Nigeria.

But it could leave Rohr 
continuing to cast his eye 
out for a proper central 
midfielder, which would 
throw the door open for 
a player like Ebere Eze. 
Impressive all of last 
season, the QPR midfielder 
carried on from where 
he stopped, marking his 
season opener with a 
crafty individual goal that 
underlines exactly what 
the Super Eagles need in 
that area.

opener on Friday.
“Perfect start? It terms of the result 

yes, in terms of the performance no. 
In the first half we were sloppy with 
our passes,” Guardiola said.

“We didn’t have the rhythm but 
that is normal in the first game. In the 
second half we settled down.”

Sterling stole the show with a 
display of lethal finishing that 
convinced Guardiola the England 
winger could thrive as a central 
striker.

“For me a striker would be an 
incredible position for him. I 
know the quality of the player, the 
consistency,” he said.

Meanwhile, Raheem Sterling said it 
was a “joy” to score for Manchester 
City after his hat-trick in the Premier 
League champions’s opening 5-0 
demolition of West Ham on Saturday.

Brazil forward Gabriel Jesus 
opened the scoring midway through 
the first half in London before 
Sterling took over, scoring three goals 
in the second half as the champions 
started their title defence in ominous 
form.

Sergio Aguero was the other 
goalscorer, opening his account for 
the season from the penalty spot in 
the closing minutes of the game.

“The most important thing was 
to start well and get the win. Once 
the second goal went in I thought 
we were brilliant,” Sterling told BT 
Sport.

“It was quite difficult in the first 
half. Some of our touches were 
sloppy but once the team got into a 
rhythm the passes came and more 
chances came.

“With the players we have here 
there are competitions in training 
every day. It’s a joy to put the ball in 
the back of the net.”

AFP

The big screen informs the crowd that the VAR is checking Manchester city’s third goal at 
West ham (AFp photo)
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‘Don’t make mistakes’: 
Guardiola has VAR 
concerns after City rout
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Tanzanite win COSAFA U-20 Women Championship title  

 LONDON

JOS Buttler has insisted there is no need for Eng-
land to panic after their defeat in the first Ashes Test 
at Edgbaston, and denied the loss would serve as a 
wake-up call.

Despite having Australia 122 for 8 in their first in-
nings, England fell to a 251-run loss in Birmingham, 
with a final-innings capitulation that might have 
been expected to bring about wholesale changes.

But they are likely to make only two changes at 
Lord’s, one of them injury-enforced, with Jofra Ar-
cher and Jack Leach primed to replaced James An-
derson and Moeen Ali.

“We’re one-nil down, but there’s four matches to 
go in the series,” said Buttler, speaking at a Kooka-
burra event at Lord’s. “Test cricket is hard - you’re 
playing against the best players in the world.

“If you’re not good enough for long enough, then 
you’re not going to win the game. But we’ve got a fan-
tastic team … nothing really changes. We’ve lost that 
game, but we come here with a lot of excitement and 
belief that we’re a good enough side to win this Test 
and make it one-all.”

Despite the heavy margin of defeat, there were 
positives for England in their win, not least the first 
45 overs of Australia’s first innings, and Rory Burns’ 
maiden hundred.

And Buttler emphasized that England had not 
been completely outplayed from first to last at Edg-
baston.

“My view is we didn’t play well enough for long 
enough, really,” he said. “The first couple of days es-
pecially, we played a lot of really good cricket, and 
got in a really good position. Any time you lose James 
Anderson is a huge moment in the game, isn’t it?

“Not being able to take those two wickets quick-
er [from 122 for 8] was obviously a huge part of the 
game. Steve Smith played an excellent innings. That’s 
Test cricket - you’re playing against great players.

“We know how Test cricket generally happens in 
England: there can be periods of the game that tend 
to meander along and then periods that happen very 
fast. If you look back to the India series [last sum-
mer], the big moments in those games we managed 
to get out on the right side and play well - that will be 
the same throughout this series.”

Buttler struggled with the bat at Edgbaston, as he 
was dismissed twice by Pat Cummins for single-fig-
ure scores, but says he feels he is “not far” from his 
best form.

“I’ve felt in good form for 18 months or so. I feel like 
I’m the best version of myself that I’ve ever been, so I 
take a lot of faith from that. I’ll prepare well, and give 
myself the best chance.”

Several of England’s World Cup winners have 
opened up about the emotional comedown after the 
drama of the final, with Ben Stokes and Liam Plun-
kett both revealing that they had struggled in the 
days immediately after.  AGENCIES

No need to panic 
for England, 
insists Jos Buttler

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

 Azam FC loses to Fasil Kenema in CAF Confederation Cup   

National U-20 women football team celebrate their 2-1 win over Zambia in the COSAFA 
U-20 Women Championship final which took place in South Africa yesterday. PHOTO: 
COURTESY OF COSAFA 

 By Guardian Reporter & Agen-
cies

N
ATIONAL U-20 
women soccer 
team, Tanza-
nite, have won 

the inaugural COSAFA U-20 
Women Championship’s sil-
verware after recording 2-1 
victory over Zambia in a pul-
sating final which took place 
in Port Elizabeth in South 
Africa yesterday morning.

Much as the Tanzania 
team were not among the fa-
vourites in the competition, 
they displayed impressive 
showing in the event and 
ultimately went on to make 
short work of the Zambians 
in the final at Wolfson Sta-
dium.

Forward Opa Clement 
notched the opener for Tan-
zanite on the 24th minute, 
Zambia midfielder Loveness 
Malunga levelled matters 
for her team 11 minutes into 
the second half with a fierce 
effort from outside the area.

Zambia were thereafter 
intent on dominating the 
duel, given they pushed for-
ward and had several good 
opportunities, which were 
though wasted.

 By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIA’s Azam FC has 
opened its campaign in the 
CAF Confederation Cup 
disappointingly, losing 1-0 
to Ethiopia’s Fasil Kenema 
in the preliminary stage’s 
first leg that took place at 
the latter’s backyard yes-
terday.

Azam FC survived a scare 
on the second minute as 
a Fasil Kenema FC winger 
whipped in a pin point de-
livery, his teammate then 
frustratingly failed to slot 
home from within the area.

The hosts saw more of 
the ball in the first 10 min-
utes of the clash played at a 
packed Bahir Dar Stadium, 
making full use of flanks to 
torment the visitors.

Fasil pushed up front on 
several occasions at the 
time in pursuit of an early 
goal that could unsettle 
Azam.

Fasil Kenema continued 
to push for the opener and 
they, in the process, put 
Azam FC defense under 

Tanzanite keeper Tau-
si Abdallah also deserve 
credit for the squad’s 
victory given she made 
a string of good saves, 
mostly in the second 
period, to frustrate the 
Zambians.

Tausi foiled an attempt 
by Zambia to take the 
lead shortly thereafter 
given she made a good 
dive and calmly saved a 
header by a Zambia for-
ward from within the 
penalty area.

Protasia Mbunda 
made it 2-1 for Tanzanite 
three minutes from the 
final whistle as she beat 
Zambia keeper with a 20 
meters blockbuster.

She had raced to a re-
bound resulted from a 
weak clearance by a de-
fender that had reacted 
to Tanzanite skipper 
Enekia Kasonga’s long 
throw.

A delighted Tanza-
nite head coach Bakari 
Shime said after the duel 
his squad showcased 
improvement as time 
went on and he also ex-
pressed satisfaction over 
the girls’ performance in 

the final.
“We put a good show-

ing in the first match and 
we continued to improve 
as time went on... we 
studied our opponents’ 
strengths and weakness-
es and worked on them,” 
Shime disclosed.

“We went for a differ-
ent game approach in 
the final, we pushed our 
opponents and we have 
in the end laid our hands 
on the trophy.”

Tanzania are, there-
fore, the first guest na-
tion to win a COSAFA 
tournament’s trophy.

The team, placed in 
Group B, had an impres-
sive start to the tourna-
ment, cruising to 2-0 
victory over Botswana 
and thereafter thumped 
Eswatini 8-0.

Tanzanite wound up 
the group stage with a 
2-1 loss to Zambia, the 
results nevertheless did 
not affect their progres-
sion to the last four of 
the tournament.

The Tanzania girls, 
against all odds, notched 
2-0 win over South Af-
rica in the last four to 

make it to the final, 
which saw the former 
again confront the same 
group stage opponents.

South Africa claimed 
the bronze medal in the 
COSAFA Women’s Un-
der-20 Championship 
after they triumphed 4-3 
in a penalty shoot-out 
following a 1-1 draw with 
Zimbabwe.

It was an evenly con-
tested game with few 
clear-cut chances, but 
the home side held their 
nerve in the shoot-out to 
grab the win.  

Miche Minnies had 
two excellent chances to 
open the score for South 
Africa when she first 
shot wide and then saw 
her goal-bound effort 
cleared off the line.

The home team took 
the lead though when 
prolific forward Sha-
keerah Jacobs netted her 
fourth goal of the cam-
paign just before half-
time to move joint top of 
the scorers charts.

They might have 
hoped to hold on to that 
success to the break, 
but allowed Zimbabwe 

pressure.
The Ethiopians threat-

ened to post a goal on 
the 20th minute in which 
Azam’s central defender 
Oscar Masai had to react 
on time to frustrate the 
former’s forward that had 
sped into the area and at-
tempted to beat keeper 
Razak Abalora.

Azam slowly grew in 
confidence later on, they 
had their first meaningful 
opportunity four minutes 
from the breather when 
midfielder Salum Abuba-
kary’s left foot attempt 
from outside the area went 
straight into Fasil keeper’s 
hands.

The hosts grabbed the 
opener during the added 
on time of the period via 
forward Bezabih Meleyo 
that slammed home from 
within the area after he 
had been released by team 
mate.

The Ethiopians led by the 
lone goal at the breather.

The visitors were a re-

juvenated side after the 
restart, they had several 
good opportunities only to 
be let down by poor finish-
ing.

In one of Azam’s oppor-
tunities, forward Richard 
Djodi went for a diving 
header within Fasil’s area 
from a good cross whipped 
by Iddi Selemani, the effort 
disappointingly went off 
target. 

Fasil, however, still 
looked likely to register 
more goals, they had a 
good opportunity later on 
when the squad’s striker 
cut in from the left but 
managed a weak effort 
which was easily saved by 
Abalora.

Azam threatened to level 
matters later in the period 
after Richard’s right foot at-
tempt had hit Fasil’s cross-
bar.

The visitors continued to 
press forward in an effort 
to level matters, wasting 
several more opportuni-
ties.

Azam FC striker, Obrey Chirwa (L), challenges Uganda’s KCCA FC player in this year’s Kagame Cup 
competition’s duel which took place in Rwanda recently. PHOTO: COURTESY OF AZAM FC  

a leveler when Praynence 
Zvawanda pounced on a 
defensive error to score.

Tshegofatso Motlogelwa 
had an excellent oppor-
tunity put South Africa 
in front in the second pe-
riod, but shot wide, while 
Jacobs could have also 
added a second with more 
clinical finishing.

The match went to pen-
alties and eventually sud-
den death, before Zimba-
bwe goalkeeper Cynthia 
Shonga missed her spot-
kick and South Africa 
claimed the win.

South Africa defended 
their silverware in the 
2019 COSAFA Women’s 
Championship, recording 
1-0 win over Zambia in the 
final which was held at 
the Wolfson Stadium the 
same day.

South Africa were seek-
ing a hat-trick of titles 
when they took on Zam-
bia in the final.

The home side have 
looked the more accom-
plished throughout the 
competition, even with-
out their overseas-based 
stars, but Zambia will be a 
stern test of their strength 
in depth.

South Africa have won 
five of the six COSAFA 
Women’s Championship 
finals played, including 
the last two, while coach 
Desiree Ellis is unbeaten 
in 14 previous matches 
she has coached in the 
competition, winning 12 
with two draws. 

That includes the tour-
nament and team record 
17-0 thrashing of Comoros 
Islands earlier on in this 
year’s even in Nelson Man-
dela Bay.

Zambia were appear-
ing in their first final hav-
ing three times before 
claimed the bronze med-
al, ensuring that whatever 
happened in the decider, 

this will be their best ever 
finish.

Zimbabwe wrapped up 
third place at the competi-
tion with another accom-
plished performance as 
they cruised to a 3-0 vic-
tory over the 10 players of 
Botswana at the Wolfson 
Stadium in Nelson Man-
dela Bay on Saturday. 

It is the first time Zim-
babwe have claimed the 
bronze medal in the com-
petition, having won a 
gold and two silvers in 
the past, and they can be 
proud of a solid show-
ing at the championship 
where they were only 
beaten by hosts South Af-
rica in the semifinals.

Goals in the second pe-
riod from Felistas Muzon-
gondi (two) and Mavis Chi-
randu sealed the victory 
as Zimbabwe proved the 
more clinical side on the 
day and might have won 
by a greater margin.

Botswana ended the 
game with 10 players after 
a red card for Lone Gaofe-
toge with a little over 20 
minutes to go, the first 
sending-off of what has 
otherwise been a very 
‘clean’ tournament.

Zimbabwe were on top 
from the first whistle but 
battled to turn their domi-
nance into goals in the 
opening half.   

But once Muzongondi 
had them in front three 
minutes after the break, 
they followed that up with 
a quick second to kill off 
the hopes of Botswana 
as Chirandu netted for a 
fourth time in the champi-
onship. 

It was plain sailing from 
there as the Mighty War-
riors kept the ball and 
created a few clear-cut op-
portunities, and added to 
their score through a sec-
ond in injury-time from 
Muzongondi.


