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By Property Watch Reporter

COMMERCIALIZATION of the country’s livestock industry will make signiicant strides when a U$10 million (over 23bn/-) meat processing factory located at Soga in Kibaha district becomes operational early next year.Export Processing Zones Authority’s Director of Investment Promotion, James Maziku said in Dar es Salaam this week that the plant will have capacity to slaughter and process 1,000 herds of cattle and 4,500 goats and sheep per day.
“The project which is expected to create over 500 direct jobs will strategically help the livestock sector graduate and unlock the challenges of commercialising it,” said Maziku, adding that construction work of the factory has reached 99 percent with trials of machines scheduled to start 

before end of this year.
He said the EPZA licensed factory will be the second largest in East Africa trailing an Ethiopian meat processor which has capacity of 3,000 herds and 6,000 sheep and goats daily at full capacity. “This plant produces 300 tonnes of meat every day,” Maziku added.

Despite accounting for 11 percent of Africa’s livestock population, the sector contributes only about 7.4 percent to the country’s gross domestic product with a mild annual growth rate of 2.6 percent.
 “The meat processing factory will reduce and ultimately end smuggling of livestock to the neighbouring countries for pressing and exporting to foreign markets,” the EPZA Director added.

Tanzania has one of the largest livestock populations in Africa with 

13.5 million herds of cattle, 5.5 million goats, 3.6 million sheep, 0.4 million pigs and 23.2 million chickens, according to statistics by the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries.As the meat factory targets 100 percent export markets of European Union and United Arab Emirates, the country will also compete with Botswana which is Africa’s most advanced commercialized livestock market.
Maziku said the establishment of the TanChoice meat processing plant will create a new middle class Cluster of business dealing with fattening of cattle, goats and sheep for supplying to the factory. 

“The investor of the meat processing plant cannot do everything and thus the local entrepreneurs should grab this opportunity to establish fattening businesses of cattle, goats and sheep 

Substandard cement 
products threatening 
SA’s built environment

Livestock and Fisheries minister, Luhaga Mpina (2nd L) listens to an official with SAAFI meat processing factory in the Rukwa 

Region. 

CRDB BANK EYES INVESTING IN GOVT’S MAJOR  INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS AS GROWTH RISESBy Property Watch Reporter

B
UOYED by its rediscovering of sustained growth with net profit increasing by 76 percent during the third quarter of this year, CRDB Bank is now targeting to invest in major government-run infrastructure projects.Announcing the 92.16bn/- net proit earned dur-ing the year ending September 2019, CRDB Bank Plc’s Man-aging Director, Abdulmajid Nsekela said the extraordinary growth comes about because his management has focused on inancing contract biding and guarantee for contractors and suppliers of major infrastructure projects.“Performance guarantee and bid bonds have become very products for contractors and suppliers of major govern-ment’s infrastructure projects,” Nsekela who took over in Oc-tober last year as the bank’s CEO said.When he took over, CRDB had taken a hit in proits from 30.8bn/- in 2017 to 52.25bn/- last year before the latest proit spiralling to 92.16bn/-. “Our sustained growth has been cham-pioned by a committed staf, lowering of running costs and recovering of bad loans which had eaten into the bank’s prof-its,” Nsekela who is arguably one of the market’s youngest CEOs manning a mega bank, stated.He said CRDB has played a role both in inancing the ongo-ing state mega infrastructure projects in Standard Gauge Rail-way and Ruiji Hydro Electric Power Project (Nyerere HEP) in addition to bankrolling small and medium size enterprises.The CRDB chief further stated that his management will continue focusing on trade inancing because it is an area of rapid growth as demand for the product in the market is on growth path thanks to President John Magufuli’s administra-tion’s focus on infrastructure development.“We are convinced that this area of trade inancing is of sig-niicance and will continue to invest heavily in this segment,” Nsekela added while emphasising that another area of focus remains inancing SMEs.

Earlier this year, CRDB paired with United Bank for Af-rica to give a guarantee of U$730 million to the over 2,000 megawatts Ruiji hydro Power Project being undertaken by Egyptian Arab Contractors Limited and El Sewady Electric Company Elsewedy Electric with state power giant, Tanesco 

An illustration of the proposed Rufiji Hydro Power Project, also known as Nyerere HEP. 

KIGALI

The concept of Smart Cities will play a critical role in driving Africa’s urban revolution and urbanisation, President Paul Kagame has said.
Kagame was speaking in Doha, Qa-tar at the Smart City Expo organised to showcase the latest smart technol-ogies and innovations advancing the urban future. Kagame said that, with the African continent undergoing ur-banisation, smart cities technologies can play a deinitive role in develop-ing cities that have a higher level of productivity.

“Africa is fortunate to be undergo-ing its urban revolution at this par-ticular time, when smart cities tech-nologies are evolving and maturing,” Kagame said. The President said that, with urbanisation key to shaping investment, growth and human de-velopment, African countries cannot aford to leave its trends to chance hence adopting technologies.
“This wave of urbanisation is also occurring elsewhere in Africa. It rep-resents a historic window of oppor-tunity for investment, growth and hu-man development. It also means that we have the opportunity to plan now 

and do things right. We cannot aford to leave urbanization to chance or go back and ix mistakes later, after costs and damages have already been in-curred. This is where technology has a huge role to play,” Kagame said.
The rate of urbanisation has been found to have a direct impact on soci-eties’ development.  Africa’s low rate of urbanisation has often been cited as among the reasons for the low lev-els of development.  “Urbanisation creates the conditions for more com-plex economies, powered by innova-tion and services. In short, urbani-sation is a key step in any society’s 

pathway to prosperity. It is, therefore, no accident that Africa still has some of the world’s lowest rates of urbani-sation,”
“This is among the factors, that have kept Africa from advancing as quickly as it should have, given our in-herent advantages. However, the hu-man geography of Africa is in a state of rapid change. The rate of growth of Africa’s cities is on average the high-est in the world,” Kagame said.

Rwanda’s urbanisation rate is around 6 per cent a year, compared to the global average of around 2 per cent. Kagame, however, said that for 

the technology and smart cities to have an impact on urbanisation and development, there has to be a de-liberate efort to improve people’s welfare.
“Smart cities are about people not computers. The mission is not to in-vest in technology for its own sake, but to do so strategically, to make life measurably better for the people who live in our cities,” he said. The changes and transformation are de-pendent on data collected from citi-zens hence the need to establish trust for stakeholders to remain open to the beneits of the approach.

Kagame: Smart cities to drive Africa’s urbanisation

President Paul Kagame

as client.
Among the highlights of 

the period include: the bank’s 
balance sheet which grew by 
5 percent to 6.2trn/- from 
5.9trn/- reported during the 
period last year; loan port-

folio slightly grew by 2.5 per-
cent to 3.25trn/- while depos-
its increased by 7 percent to 
4.8trn/-. “Net interest income 
increased by 22 percent year 
on year to reach 389.66bn/- 
from 319.09bn/- reported in 

September 2018,” Nsekela 
added.  

The Tier 1 commercial 
bank continued to command 
a 22 percent market share 
of industry deposits owing 
to its robust network of 240 

branches, 551 ATMs, over 
2,400 Point of Sales (POS) 
terminals and 11,612 wakalas 
who increased by a whop-
ping 7,260 year on year.

“Our focus on operational 
eiciency and sales optimi-

zation is paying of. We have 
embarked on the digitaliza-
tion journey while adhering 
to good governance, reduce 
operational costs, and im-
prove our service delivery. 
As you can see, our earnings 

from credit books, trade i-
nance, and foreign currency 
dealings have signiicantly 
increased, showing our com-
mitment to serving each 
segment in the market,” the 
youthful CRDB boss added.

needed by the factory,” he added.
The by-products of the animals which include livers, heads, sweetbreads (thymus and pancreas), fries (testicles), 

kidneys, oxtails, tripe (stomach of cattle) and tongue will be sold in the local market while the rest will be exported to China.

Page 13

FRIDAY 1 NOVEMBER, 2019TANZANIAISSN 0856 - 5434  ISSUE No. 7734 •  PRICE: Tsh 1,000,  Kenya sh100

The accused asked for the copy 
of the judgment proceedings 
and that he had nothing else to 
say in mitigation
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Man imprisoned for life for 
impregnating daughter (14)

NAIROBI

FORMER Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki 
is not admitted to hospital as some media 
reports suggested yesterday, his Private 
Secretary Ngari Gituku has said.

However, the 88-year-old retired head of 
state visited The Nairobi Hospital on Monday, 
a trip Gituku described as “a routine check-
up”.

“It was a normal visit and there is nothing 
new,” he told the Nation on phone.

While Kibaki has been battling a recurrent 
knee problem after sustaining an injury in a 
road crash in Machakos in 2002, Gituku could 
not confirm if it was the reason for the latest 
visit.

“At his age and stature, they can check 
anything (during routine medical trips), 
including the hair follicle, the prostrate and 
eyesight,” he said.

A source who sought anonymity because 
she is not the family spokesperson said 
the retired president is recuperating at his 
Nairobi home and that he is “alert”.

Kibaki’s visit to The Nairobi Hospital came 
on the same day Kenya’s second and longest 
serving President Daniel arap Moi returned 
there for what his Press Secretary Lee Njiru 
said was a “routine exam”.

However, a family source told the Nation 
that the Nyayo-era leader was rushed to 
the facility on October 18 after developing 
breathing problems.

Kibaki, the former NARC party leader, is set 
to mark his 89th birthday on November 15.

He was first admitted to The Nairobi 
Hospital on January 20, 2004. His medical 
team at the time said they found a blood clot 
in his right leg.

In August 2016, the former leader 
underwent surgery at Netcare Sunninghill 
Hospital in South Africa to remove a blood 
clot in a vein in his neck.

A South African source told Nation that 
doctors at the facility located the clot in good 
time while it was in a relatively safe part of the 
body.

Kibaki was the third president of Kenya, 
serving from December 2002 to April 2013.

Kibaki served as vice president for ten 
years from 1978 to 1988 under President Moi. 
He also held cabinet ministerial positions in 
the Kenyatta and Moi governments, including 
time as minister for Finance (1969–1981) 
chiefly under Kenyatta, and Minister for 
Home Affairs (1982–1988) and Minister for 

Aides allay fears over 
health of Kibaki, Moi  

At his age and stature, 
they can check anything 
(during routine medical 
trips), including the hair 
follicle, the prostrate 
and eyesight

NMB Bank Plc acting managing director Ruth Zaipuna (C) makes remarks as a member of a workplace gender equality panel organised in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday by the International Finance Corporation (IFC). Participants included executives representing financial institutions, entrepre-
neurs and gender equity crusaders in Tanzania. She is with Standard Chartered Bank CEO Sanjay Rughani (R) and UN Women’s Representative 
in Tanzania, Hodan Addou. IFC, a member of the World Bank Group, is the largest global development institution focused on the private sector 
in developing countries. The Group has set two goals for the world to achieve by 2030: end extreme poverty and promote shared prosperity in 
every country. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma 

AN East African Revenue Authorities Technical 
Committee (EARATC) meeting which kicked off 
here yesterday is expected to dwell on how to 
fix unethical behavior by revenue officials and 
the habit of condoning the smuggling of goods, 
hindering effective collection of taxes.

In an opening speech to the meeting, the 
Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA) Commissioner 
General Dr Edwin Mhede said the meeting will also 
discuss how to come up with harsher punishment 
for such offenders. 

“Unethical behaviour by some workers within 
the revenue authority and illegal entry of goods 
over our borders are the biggest problems we face. 
We will discuss how to cooperate in curbing these 
challenges,” he said.

He called on staff in revenue authorities in EAC 
member states to intensify integrity at workplaces 
so as to maximize revenue collection in the region.

Dr Mhede underscored the need for employees 
in the region to discharge their duties honestly, 
professionally and with integrity.

The two-day meeting will discuss among 
other things opportunities and challenges of 
the social media in promoting integrity, the 
impact of illicit trade on revenue collection and 
integrity.

Other issues are new types of corruption and 
lessons learnt and the role of whistle blowing 
in the fight against corruption and other 
malpractices, he said.

He also asked participants to ensure that their 
deliberations focus on integrity matters that are 
impeding all tax authorities in the region and 
suggest the best ways to address them.

“Integrity issues have been eroding much 
of our taxes and other revenues in the region, 
and indeed, on the broader picture we share 
common issues. That is why we need to look 
into how best we can address them so that we 
can further raise our revenues,’’ said the CEO.

Speaking at the occasion, the Commissioner 
for Internal Audit and Compliance at the Uganda 
Revenue Authority (URA), Dr Begumisa Protazio 
who chaired the meeting said there were still 

EAC tax authorities ponder staff 
integrity, smuggling challenges

By Guardian Correspondent, Katavi

MPANDA District Court in Katavi Region 
yesterday sentenced a 35-year-old man to life 
imprisonment after finding him guilty of defiling 
and impregnating his 14-year-old daughter, who 
is a Standard Seven pupil. 

District Magistrate Gosper Luoga handed 
down the sentence to Lazaro Charles, resident 
of Mpanda municipality after the prosecution 
proved without doubt that he committed the 
crime. 

The prosecution led by State Attorney Gregory 
Muhangwa presented five witnesses while the 
defense side produced one witness – wife of the 
accused.

Earlier, State Attorney Muhangwa alleged in 
court that the accused committed the offense 
on January 1 2017 and April 29 2019.

He claimed that the accused committed the 
offense at his home when his wife, the mother 
of the child was away during which he used to 
enter her room and commit acts of defilement. 

The State Attorney claimed before the court 
that after the acts the accused placed leaves on 
her private parts allegedly to relieve the pain 

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Guardian Correspondent, Geita 

GEITA regional authorities have released 85 
Chinese nationals who were arrested last week 
and held for working in a gold mine without 
permits after “negotiations” with the foreigners.

Speaking at a regional security committee 
meeting here on Wednesday, Geita Regional 
Commissioner Robert Gabriel said the decision to 
set the Chinese nationals free was reached after 
they (Chinese) confessed to offences of working in 
the country without permits and avoiding paying 
related levies. 

Regional security officials took part in the 
negotiations with the foreigners   led by their 
lawyer, advocate Francis Kiganga, said the RC, 
who also chairs the regional security committee. 

“They were set free after agreeing to pay 
654m/- in levies and charges payable to the 
Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA) and the 
Labour Department,” he explained.

The foreigners were nabbed within the 
premises of Eagle Brand gold mine located at 
Nyamahuna village in Geita District and were 
being held by police and afterwards released by 

Chinese found working in goldmine
illegally ‘negotiate’ terms of release
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Health (1988–1991) under Moi.
Kibaki served as an opposition 

Member of Parliament from 1992 to 
2002. He unsuccessfully vied for the 
presidency in 1992 and 1997. He served 
as the Leader of the Official Opposition 

in Parliament from 1998 to 2002. In 
the 2002 presidential election, he was 
elected as President of Kenya, buoyed 
by the ‘Kibaki tosha’ slogan generated 
by a veteran opposition leader and ex-
ruling party secretary general, Raila 
Odinga.

FROM PAGE 1

Aides allay fears over health of Kibaki, Moi  

many corrupt elements in the region, 
therefore officials in the tax watchdogs 
ought to have strength of character.

“The corrupt are many and strong, 
so if you think you are weak you better 
change your department,’’ he said, 
elaborating that officials in the tax 
bodies need to be wise and smart as 
criminals often change tactics.

“EAC member states rank high in 
integrity listing as revenue authorities’ 
losses reach about 10 percent of 
revenue through corruption and 
integrity lapses, said Esther Masibuge, 
secretary to the committee.

EARATC was established in June 
2014 as a platform for revenue 
authorities within the region to share 
experiences, best practices and 
strategies in promoting ethical conduct 

in the regions’ tax administration. The 
key intention is to enhance revenue 
collection performance as well as 
building and maintaining trust with 
stakeholders.

The organ helps the respective 
revenue bodies to identify challenges, 
carry out studies and analyse current 
technical issues in tax administration.

The EARATC’s key achievements 
in the past few years include 

the annual publication of the 
Regional Comparative Revenue 
Report, Performance Based Pay, 
Succession Management Framework, 
technical assistance to South 
Sudan in establishing its revenue 
administration, study and analysis of 
production sharing agreements and 
identification of inadequacies in the 
laws targeting extractive industries, 
among others.

Global Affair Canada’s representative in Tanzania, Stefan Paquette (R), and Rukwa regional commissioner Joachim Wangabo (2nd-R) wash hands at one of the 
water supply points installed with Canadian government support through the region’s safe parenting project in efforts to ease maternal and child mortality. Photo: 
Correspondent Nebart Msokwa

Mkuranga District community development officer Mary Mushi (with microphone) makes remarks yesterday at a ‘Women in Energy’ meeting organised by the 
Tanzania Gender and Sustainable Energy Network. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

afflicted on those areas.
He further claimed that the child’s 

health condition started to deteriorate 
which prompted her teachers to take 
her to hospital for medical examination 
which showed that the student was 
pregnant. And when questioned 
she mentioned her father, Lazaro 
Charles as the one responsible for the 
pregnancy.

Magistrate Luoga, after listening to 
testimony tendered in court from the 
prosecution side said he had satisfied 
himself beyond doubt that the accused 
committed the offense. Hence the 
court found the accused guilty under 
Section 158 (1)(a) of the Penal Code Cap 
16 as amended in 2002.

Magistrate Luoga called on the 
accused whether he had anything to 
say on mitigation to make the court 
give him a reduced sentence. 

The accused asked for the copy of 
the judgment proceedings and that he 
had nothing else to say in mitigation.

After the request the State Attorney 
Muhangwa prayed for the court to 
mete out a stern sentence to act as a 
deterrent to other parents nurturing 
similar habits.

After listening to presentations from 
both sides, magistrate Luoga read the 
judgment finding the accused guilty 
under Section 158 (1)(a) of the Penal 
Code Cap 16 as amended in 2002 and 
sentenced him to life imprisonment 
from yesterday. 
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Man imprisoned for life for 
impregnating daughter (14)

regional authorities before being taken 
to court. 

Gabriel also ordered the management 
of the mine to provide contracts for 
the over 1,400 workers found working 
there without any documents. 

Eagle Brand Gold Mine is owned by 
local and foreign investors from China.

“Ensure you give contracts to the 
employees within seven days and pay 
them their benefits,” the RC directed.

Geita Resident Mining Officer Daniel 
Mapunda said the Ministry of Minerals 
will shut down all mines operated by 
investors who do not abide by the 
country’s laws, including those who 
do not give work contracts to their 
employees.

Speaking at the same meeting, 

Geita Regional Labour Officer Ahmed 
Majaliwa said that after visiting the 
mine they discovered the management 
disregarding labour laws and foreigners 
working without work permits. 

Geita Ag. Regional TRA Officer 
John Njau said the lack of workers’ 
payroll records contribute to loss of 
government revenue.

Eagle Brand Gold Mine legal officer 
Advocate Francis Kiganga, speaking 
on behalf of the foreign nationals, said 
the mine provides employments to 
Tanzanians including those who are 
illiterate. He appealed to the regional 
authorities to educate the mining 
investors. 

The mine employs foreigners only in 
professional jobs due to eligible locals 
not having adequate qualifications for 
the jobs, he added.

FROM PAGE 1

Chinese found working in goldmine
illegally ‘negotiate’ terms of release
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By Getrude Mbago

THE United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) has partnered with Femina 
Hip to implement a programme dubbed 
“Children and Young People’s Agenda” 
aimed to advocate and bring children 
to the centre, support them in defining 
their rights so as to shape better future 
of the group.

Speaking during the advocacy 
meeting which brought various 
religious leaders in Dar as Salaam 
yesterday, UNICEF Communication 
Specialist Tahseen Alam said that the 
partnership involves reaching out to 
various stakeholders including children 
and young people with key education 
on children rights such as protection, 
development and survival among 
others.

The meeting aimed to discuss various 
challenges facing children and how 
to promote and supervise their rights 
ahead of the 30th anniversary of the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child 
slatted later this month. According to 
her, through the partnership, at least 
600 children in various parts of the 
country have been reached to discuss 
on their right, capacitating them and 
enabling them to advocate their rights 
for their better future. 

“Also, we have reached about 40,000 
young people through online platforms, 
mobile phones and other internet 
means to listen to their views and what 
they want for their development and 
future as well,” she added. 

UNICEF has a long-standing history 
and mandate of working towards 
advancing the rights of all children 
globally, which includes adolescents 
until the age of 18. In recent years 
though, it has  begun to recognise 
the transformative power that youth 
over 18 years have as change makers 
and champions of children’s and 
adolescents’ rights. 

UNICEF communications officer Usia 
Ledama said that the Convention was 

adopted by the UN General Assembly 
on 20 November 1989.

She said that the anniversary creates 
a momentum for the international 
community to step up its efforts to 
make children thrive, and to renew 
their commitment to protect and 
promote all their human rights.

Ledama further underscored the 
need for religious leaders to continue 
championing and promoting children 
rights to ensure their fulfillment.

“With their ability to influence 
behaviour at the family and community 
level and across all social strata, 
religious leaders have enormous power 
to advocate rights and lasting change in 
the lives of children.”

Geofrey Machemba, a youth 
and children champion urged the 
government to review and improve 
curriculum in schools so as to produce 
competent professionals that caters to 
the needs of current market. “Nowadays 
graduates are being encouraged to 
employ themselves after completing 
their studies, but we have been asking 
ourselves that are our colleges/
curriculums lead us to self employment 
or entrepreneurship?,” he queried.

He also called on the government 
and stakeholders to strengthen 
reproductive health education and 
services to adolescents so as to enable 
them to grow being well informed hence 
bolster economies and contribute to 
sustainable development.

Speaking during the meeting Fr 
Alphonce Raraiya from Tanzania 
Episcopal Conference (TEC) stressed 
on the area of children development 
urging parents and the general public 
to take well care of their children 
teaching about hard work, good life 
skills for their bright future. “Children 
should be taught on entrepreneurship, 
agriculture and other life skills to enable 
them to employ themselves after 
completing their studies and hence 
help curb employment crisis facing the 
country,” he said.

Unicef, Femina Hip partner 
to extend children’s rights 
education to stakeholders 

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE World Bank has applauded the 
National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) for 
quality statistics that have helped shape 
the national economy.

Speaking here yesterday, the bank’s 
senior economist for Poverty and 
Equity Global Practice, Rob Swinkels 
attributed ongoing economic gains and 
development to right statistics by the 
NBS that help policy makers make good 
decisions.

He said Tanzania is one of the few 
countries globally that have made 
commendable economic growth and 
resilience to international shocks. “The 
World Bank is proud to have a strong 
relationship with NBS which has made 
Tanzania in the lead in the statistical 
game in Africa,” he  declared.

Swinkels who led a delegation 
from the World Bank that engaged 
the management of NBS in capacity 
building meetings from Monday this 
week noted that Tanzania ranks second 

behind South Africa as countries with 
quality statistics in the continent.

He said the meeting was aimed at 
helping the national body to adequately 
prepare for the second Tanzania 
Statistical Master Plan (TSMP), terming 
the first master plan as a great success.

“Lots of concrete outputs have been 
realized in the first plan and we are 
working to build on the good work in an 
effort to have even better results in the 
coming master plan,” he stated.

The World Bank has embarked on 
a new partnership with the African 
Union (AU) to push forward statistical 
capacity in the continent, thus Tanzania 
is definitely among the beneficiary 
country, the bank official affirmed.

A grant amounting to $ 8.6m euro 
to Tanzania through the World Bank 
for statistical development has been 
approved and a memorandum of 
association signed to that effect, he 

pointed out.
World Bank senior economist for 

Africa Region, Nadia Belhaj Belghith 
said the relationship between NBS 
and the World Bank goes beyond 
exchanging experiences.

NBS has been able to produce a big 
amount of quality data that helps in 
poverty reduction in the country. 

“There has been a lot of progress in 
poverty reduction since 2007, thanks 
to the good work by NBS which informs 
policy makers on the steps to take,” she 
said.

This has resulted in improved access 
to water by the rural population, 
improved provision of health services 
and education, among other services.

A lot more needs to be done to 
improve on gains made to help improve 
people’s livelihoods. In so doing farmers 
should be enabled to reach markets for 
their produce, she urged.

Another focus is the need to facilitate 
access to finance for households in 
order to enable them to start small 
scale businesses, the analyst noted.

NBS Director General Dr Albina 
Chuwa thanked the World Bank team 
for the fruitful engagement ahead of the 
master plan. She said the previous plan 
had big mileage but preparations for the 
second plan are also crucial, thus the 
mission from the bank came to help do 
much better. “NBS and WB are working 
closely. Cooperation and collaboration 
between the two institutions is always 
there,” she said.

NBS has the mandate to provide 
official statistics to the government, 
the business community and the 
public at large. It recently shifted to its 
new headquarters in the capital and it 
generates a wide range of economic, 
social and demographic statistics on 
the country.

World Bank commends NBS on volume,  quality of statistics

By Henry Mwangonde

DAR ES SALAAM City Council yesterday launched 
a thematic atlas which showcases city natural 
assets and importance for the national economy, 
while providing an overview of what is at stake if it 
continues in a  ‘business as usual’ trajectory.

Produced as part of the INTERACT-Bio project, the 
atlas is helpful to urban planners make informed 
decisions as it represents challenges such as rising 
urban heat, air pollution or flooding, and shows how 
urban ecology can help to address the challenges. 

It also gives critical inputs for greening the city and 
keeping urban and peri-urban ecosystems intact. 

“This thematic atlas show how nature’s benefits 
protect and sustain our city and make it livable. It 
will help us prioritise investment in urban nature 

and enable the city’s five municipalities to direct their 
plans to incorporate nature contributions to enhance 
urban quality of life, livelihoods and the economy,” 
said Sipora Liana, the city director in a speech 
read by Gaston Makwembe, the council’s head of 
communication. 

 Liana said the launching of the document brings 
up the question of how the city authorities can 
ensure Dar es Salaam residents a safe environment, 
enjoy good quality of life and make living in the city 
sustainable.

 ICLEI, a network of 1700 local governments 
globally through its INTERACT-Bio project, pioneered 
a tool that embraces informality.

It can be developed without complete data and 
provides a solution to fast-growing cities faced with 
limited resources and threats to biodiversity.

Godfrey Mkude, a senior town planner at the 
Ministry of Lands, Housing and Human Settlements 
Development said the launching of the document 
gives a way forward on how to manage cities. “This is 
a good start and there is need to scale up this idea to 
all local governments countrywide,” he said.

City Council senior urban planner Grace Mbena 
said the atlas will be a guideline in protecting and 
conserving the city’s biodiversity. “We have put in 
place strategies to ensure that all our municipalities 
set aside budget funds for maintaining biodiversity 
and ensure that all our plans are aligned to this atlas,” 
she asserted.

The city council signaled the need for, and 
initiated the development atlas as a tool to support 
strategic prioritization around greening for improved 
wellbeing of Dar es Salaam residents.

Dar city launches map to help planners curb floods, pollution
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By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

EFFORTS by the government to 
promote tourism in central zone 
circuit have started to bear fruits 
following an influx of tourists from 
within and outside the country visiting 
the Swagaswaga Game Reserve.

Since commencement of the 2019/20 
fiscal year, at least 63 visitors have paid 
a day-tour at the said endowed game 
reserve, to watch key animal species, 
including lesser and greater kudus, 
jumbos, lions, giraffes and leopards, to 
mention but a few.

Moreover, the crucial tourism site 
features of 52 rock paintings out of 
which, 20 are of high tourism potential.

In an exclusive interview with The 
Guardian, Manager of Swagaswaga 
Game Reserve, Alex Choya, said the 
reserve was offering other mesmerizing 
tourism services like walking safaris, 
photographic tourism, adding that 
plans are afoot to start offering horse 
safaris.

“We’re impressed to the manner to 
which tourists from different parts 
of the world and the country are 
now aware of the reserve presence 
something which was not the case in 
the past,” he expressed.

He said plans are afoot to introduce 
new tourist attractions at the reserve 
which includes the Mountain Githau—
the highest peak of the reserve. 

“When standing at the roof of 
mountain Githau visitors can have a 
full view of Dodoma Region,” he said.

He added that the reserve is currently 
under intensive 800m/- worth General 
Management Plan (GMP) project, being 
financial patronage of the Tanzania 
Wildlife Authority (TAWA).

According to him, the ongoing 
management plan works involve 
construction of visitor’s hostel, 
improvement of infrastructure 
facilities, and installation of artificial 
water sources as well as modern offices 
and staff quarters.

Choya unveiled that the project 
majors also in setting-up of an airstrip 
in order to attract many visitors, added: 
“The hostel we’re constructing will 
have a capacity to accommodate 72 

visitors at a go,” he said.
Several researchers from Poland 

and local universities are conducting 
a research in the area with an eye 
to establish how professionally the 
reserve can be developed to become 
the best crowd- puller tourism site 
within the country.

However, Choya insisted that 
doors were wide open to individual 
well-wishers, companies and other 
stakeholders to chip-in and invest at 
diverse sectors within the key reserve, 
including construction of high-profile 
lodges as well as tented camps.

“Some investors have so far paid 
a special tour to the reserve and 
expressed interest to invest, but doors 
are open to many others to come and 
invest in order to enable the reserve 
to be equipped with best-standards 
services and facilities,” he revealed.

In this fiscal year, TAWA set aside at 
least 1.5bn/- for general management 
plan of Swagaswaga game reserve and 
Mkungunero game reserve situated 
in Chemba and Kondoa districts 
respectively, in Dodoma region.

Previously, the reserve was used as a 
hunting block, but TAWA has decided 
to transform it into a photographic 
tourism and walking safaris site to 
cement efforts by the fifth phase 
government to spur tourism sector 
across the country.

For decades, Dodoma and Singida 
were considered as tourism -barren 
regions, despite being endowed with 
numerous attractions.

But of late, especially since the 
government shifted its headquarters 
from Dar es Salaam to Dodoma, the two 
regions have started to witness some 
development in tourism activities at all 
potential sites.

By Guardian Correspondent, Abidjan

THE African Development Bank 
(AfDB) has praised the decision by 
President John Magufuli to shift to the 
country’s capital—Dodoma promising 
to approve US $ 455 million equivalent 
to 1.5trn/- for construction of Msalato 
Airport and feeder roads within the 
city.

This has been revealed by AfDB 
President Dr Akinwumi Adesina 
when he held talks with the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and East African 
Cooperation Prof Palamagamba 
Kabudi at AfDB Head office in Abidjan, 
Ivory Coast.

He added the bank will continue 
cooperating with President Magufuli 
during his tenure as Chairman of 
Southern African development 
Community (SADC).

Dr Adesina said AfDB has already 
approved US $ 180 million for the 
construction of feeder roads around 
Dodoma city and another US $ 275 
million for an international airport at 
Msalato which is set for approval early 
November this year.

He said AfDB believes in the 
economic transformation being carried 
out under President Magufuli including 
social services such as free education, 
health and water as well as concerted 
fight against corruption and to instill 
accountability in the public service. 

Dr Adesina revealed his aim to see 
the African continent making huge 

development strides now and not later, 
and that during his period at the helms 
of the Bank he will struggle to ensure 
the aim is realised. 

Prof Kabudi thanked AfDB for the 
cooperation it has shown to Tanzania 
particularly in the implementation 
of strategic projects undertaken by 
President Magufuli which basically 
were a vision of the father of the Nation, 
Mwalimu Julius Nyerere in making 
Tanzania, and the continent as a whole 
economic self reliant.

Prof Kabudi further said already 
AfDB is prepared to finance Standard 
Gauge Railway (SGR) for the stretch 

from Isaka to Kigali in Rwanda that will 
later extend to Congo DRC and that the 
initial talks about this financing have 
already started.

Prof Kabudi called on AfDB President 
Dr Adesina to bolster the bank’s 
zonal offices so that they can offer its 
services near its beneficiaries as well 
as to support strategic projects that 
link individual African countries in 
developing inter African transport to 
facilitate free trade among them.   

Prof Kabudi is in Abidjan, Ivory Coast 
to participate in a two-day emergency 
meeting of ministers for finance 
organized by AfDB.

Former Prime Minister Mizengo Pinda, pictured in Dar es Salaam yesterday presenting a certificate of appreciation to NBC Ltd acting retail banking director 
Benjamin Nkaka (L) at an SME women’s forum. It was co-organised by the Tanzania Private Sector Foundation, GS1 Company and Private Agriculture Sector Support 
(PASS). NBC was one of the forum’s sponsors. Right is GS1 board chairman Jumbe  Menye. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Tanzania to get 1.5trn/- AfDB loan for
Msalato International Airport, roads

Clan and religious leaders in Siha District, Kilimanjaro Region engaged in a meeting held yesterday called to deliberate on 
ways to end cruelty targeting girls. Photo: Godfrey Mushi

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

THE government is set 
to embark on a quarterly 
review and auditing of the 
utilisation of medicines in all 
regions so as to curb misuse 
and loss of drugs as well 
as to strengthen supply of 
medicines in health centers.

Deputy Permanent 
Secretary in the 
President’s Office, Regional 
Administration and Local 
Government (Health), Dr 
Dorothy Gwajima said this on 
Wednesday during a meeting 
with pharmaceutical experts 
in Dodoma.

According to her, the new 
move will involve evaluation 
of use of medicines in each 
region.

“The exercise will start in 
Singida, Dodoma, Manyara, 

Kagera and Geita regions 
before extending to other 
parts of the country,” she 
said.

She wanted the experts to 
ensure they use electronic 
logistics management 
information system (eLMIS) 
that links health facilities 
with the central store 
to collect and distribute 
logistics data in real time.

Knowing which medicines 
are used and which 
medicines are required 
helps supply chain managers 
provide continuity of supply 
for patients. 

“The quarterly assessment 
is also meant to ensuring that 
medical commodities are 
available in health centers 
on time. We want regional 
health authorities to ensure 
that they conduct the audit 

and submit the report to 
the ministry for immediate 
measures including sending 
essential drugs to the 
areas which are facing the 
challenge,”

Dr Gwajima noted that 
President John Magufuli 
has been implementing 
well the manifesto of the 
ruling party by prioritising 
the health sector, and in the 
financial year 2019/20 the 
government has approved 
a budget of 57.4bn/- with 
medicine availability being 
among top three priorities.

 “So we as leaders have to 
ensure that we complement 
President Magufuli’s efforts 
by ensuring that supervise 
proper use of drugs and 
other medical commodities 
by curbing all kinds of theft 
and loss of the products,” she 

said.
Earlier, the ministry’s 

director for health and 
social welfare Dr Ntuli 
Kapologwe said the 
meeting aimed to discuss 
and come up with better 
solutions to ensure 
sustainable access to 
medicine.

Govt efforts to promote tourism 
in central zone circuit bear fruit 

When standing at 
the roof of mountain 
Githau visitors can 
have a full view of 
Dodoma Region

Govt embarks on new move to assess
medicines’ supply across the country

Distributed via ippmedia



4  Friday 1 November 2019

NATIONAL.NEWS  

Tigo’s Head of Products and Services, David Umoh, 
addresses journalists in Dar es Salaam on Wednesday at 
the launch of affordable 4G cell phone dubbed “Kitochi 
4G Smart” meant to provide internet services to an even 
bigger number of ordinary people in Tanzania. Left is 
chief commercial officer Tarik Boudiaf. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent

By Correspondent Crispin Gerald

THE government has been 
challenged to expand the scope of road 
safety education to the public to have 
a community which is free from road 
crashes.

Fatuma Tawfiq, a member for 
the global network for road safety 
legislators, told The Guardian that 
despite traffic police data indicating the 
decrease in road crashes by 35 percent 
from last year, still there is a need to 
sensitise the public on how to safely use 
the roads.

Statistics from the police traffic 
department shows that from January to 
March this year there were 776 reported 
road crashes, while in the same period 
last year, there were 1183 road crashes.

But also, in the same period there 
were reported cases of 735 injured 
people in the road crashes.

Tawfiq who is a Special Seats MP noted 
that as the government strengthens 
interventions towards road safety, there 
is a need to enable the public who are 
main users of the roads to understand 
traffic laws and regulations. 

“The ongoing interventions towards 
road safety should not leave aside local 
citizens who are the main target,” she 
insisted. The lawmaker, proposed for 
the review of Road Traffic Act 1973 in 
some clause which contains lot of gaps 

that retard efforts to end road crashes.
She said parents, guardian and 

relatives are the key group that needs to 
be educated about the effects of using 
a motorcycle as means of transporting 
students to school. But also, education 
should be provided to parents who 
loosely let their children sit in front of 
the car while driving. 

“We need to increase the level of 
enforcing road safety laws to road users 
who needs to understand the extent 
of road crashes and the importance of 
adhering to laws in order to strengthen 
road safety,” she said. 

“We need to act for every soul which 
is lost in road crash, because we might 
have lost the future leader, president, 
minister or who could deliver his or her 
positive contribution to the country,” 
she explained.  

A member of the National Road 
Safety Council (NRSC) Henry Bantu said 
that road safety is a cross-cutting issue 
which needs joint efforts from various 
stakeholders. “More needs to be done 
as the existing Traffic Police report, 
shows the reduction in road accident is 
not promising that we can achieve the 
target of reducing accidents rate by 50 

percent,” he explained.
“Also, involvement of several 

stakeholders in the road safety is 
crucial to make sure that awareness is 
provided in every area,” he said.

He added that drivers are supposed 
to pursue refresher courses in order to 
nourish their skills and to be competent 
in the road.

Bantu emphasised that traffic police 
should strengthen vehicle inspection 
exercises in all parts of the country to 
identify old vehicles that are in the risk 
of causing accidents.

Road crashes have got severe impact 
in the nation and we need to increase 
efforts and interventions to make sure 
we eliminate the problem.

The United Nations Decades of 
Action demands member countries to 
make sure road crashes are reduced by 
50 percent come 2020.

The United Nations General Assembly 
adopted a series of Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) as part 
of the 2030 Agenda for sustainable 
development goals (SDGs). The SDG 
number three demands that by 2020 to 
halve the number of global deaths and 
injuries from road traffic crashes.

By Aisia Rweyemamu

THE Commission for Science and Technology (COSTECH) 
has stressed the need for more investment in traditional 
medicine research to save the health of Tanzanians through 
their endowed natural resources.

Chief Research Officer for COSTECH, Dr Khadija Malima 
has said this during her visit to the Institute of Traditional 
Medicine at Muhimbili University of Health and Allied 
Sciences (MUHAS) as a part of celebrations towards the 
African Science Granting Councils meeting next month.

The conference  is expected to bring together 
over 250 public funding agencies, scientists, innovators, 
policy makers and development partners.

Malima explained that the country has a good number 
of resources such as plants and roots that contain natural 
medicines requiring scientific research to make them more 
useful for human health.

Dr Malima said the commission wants to put more efforts 
in looking for health studies that helps to improve the welfare 
of human being. “The health sector is still facing challenges. 
We want the public to understand that we are using public 
funds to solve their challenges”, she said.

The chief researcher explained that there are many health 
studies which have been done previously but most of them 
focused on raising awareness of specific disease. 

“Now we want the research to focus on resolving such 
health problems,” she explained. COSTECH has funded a 
good number of researches at MUHAS, including a research 
to study for fungal medicine from plants.

Commenting, Prof Mohamed Sheikh, Director of Research, 
Coordination and Promotion at COSTECH said the meeting 
will engage in strategic dialogue covering broad Science, 
Technology and Innovation (STI) topics into open science 
for development and public engagement. 

“The aim of making science open is to enable policy 
makers and other stakeholders to use it for sustainable 
development,” Prof Sheikh noted.

He added that the commission continues to coordinate and 
promote research and technology development activities in 
the country for the interest of the public.

The meeting scheduled to take place from 11th to 15 
November in Dar es Salaam is being organised by the 
Commission for Science and Technology (COSTECH).

By Guardian Correspondent, Mtwara

EXIM Bank Tanzania has reaffirmed its commitment to 
support stakeholders on every step of the way in the cashew 
industry in Mtwara Region so as to improve the agricultural 
sector.

Being part of its drive to continue partnering with 
stakeholders in the growth of the nation’s economy, early 
this week, the bank organised a dinner for small and large-
scale stakeholders of the cashew industry in Mtwara which 
had in attendance the sector experts, the bank’s officials 
and high-level government officials. “We are proud of our 
relationship with our customers as this is very important 
to us. As a bank, we have been able to achieve this height 
because our customers never stopped believing and using 
our services, and because of them we promise to do more,” 
said Andrew Lyimo, Exim Bank’s Head of Retail.

Lyimo said the bank has been supporting the cashew nut 
farmers and exporters for many years by providing seamless 
financial services throughout the supply chain. “We have had 
a presence in Mtwara for many years, supporting farmers 
and exporters by providing them with innovative financial 
products and services to grow their businesses.”

For the past 5 years, the bank has been working with 
farmers through the Agricultural Marketing Cooperative 
Societies in Mtwara and Tandahimba, which is a platform that 
support farmers with production, processing, transporting 
and marketing of various cash crops, according to Lyimo.

Speaking during the occasion, the Mtwara- Mikindani 
District Council Executive Director Emanuel Mwaigobeko 
said; “The government is committed to ensuring the purchase 
of cashew nuts from farmers goes smoothly by preventing all 
acts aimed at spoiling the image of the government and the 
entire agricultural sector.”

Apart from commending the bank for its cooperation with 
the cashew stakeholders in Mtwara, Mwaigobeko called on 
other financial institutions in the region to help in providing 
financial education especially to small scale cashew 
stakeholders including farmers.

Road safety education must
involve the public, MP says

COSTECH underscores need 
for enhancing investment in 
traditional medicine studies

Bank vows to offer better services
to cashew stakeholders in Mtwara
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By Correspondent Marc 

Nkwame, Arusha

AS the government 
ventures into industrial 
revival initiatives, a new 
factory in Arusha plans 
to start manufacturing 
motorcycles right from stage 
one at its Njiro-based plant 
from next year.

The Executive Director 
of ‘Uzalendo Industries 
Limited,’ Chun Zhang Yu 
said so far the factory is 
producing motorcycle 
accessories such as 
helmets, bumpers and 
spare parts, but they plan 
to expand the operations 
into fully-fledged vehicle 
productions. 

“We are supporting 
the government in its 
industrialisation drive but 
we are also appealing to 
the state to support local 
industries against imports 
so that we may be in a 
better position to create 
employment and contribute 
towards the economy,” said 
Zhang Yu.

The Executive Director of 
Uzalendo Industries Limited 
was addressing a delegation 
of experts from the Regional 
Commissioner’s Office 
led by the Regional Trade 
Officer, Franco Ildelfonce 
that made a courtesy call at 
the firm in Njiro. 

“The government 
should protect internal 
industries by ensuring 
that investors get all the 
support needed while also 
acting upon controlling 
of unnecessary imports, 
ensuring quality from 
local products and 
reducing taxes,” he said. 

Zhang Yu revealed that his 
factory was at the moment 
producing motorcycle 
spares and add-ons but 
already working to build 
assembly lines to build 
whole bikes from scratch 
and thus help reduce the 
importation of such two-
wheeled vehicles or related 
spares. 

The Njiro based plant is 
currently making 12 types 
of motorcycle spares, 
riders helmets and other 
accessories and according 
to the factory officials, 
they are just waiting for 
the relevant permits to 
start producing actual 
bikes. 

“Our factory will save 
the country a lot of 
expenses in terms of 
foreign currency if we are 
to manufacture and buy 
locally,” said the Director 
who pointed out that the 
factory produces a batch 
of 2000 helmets and over 
730 motorcycle spare 
parts on daily basis. 

“And we have readymade 
market outlets in Tanzania 
and across East Africa it is 
only left upon us to start 
churning out motorcycles,” 
he said. 

Asked why they don’t 
start straight away, Chun 
explained that the Tanzania 
Bureau of Standards (TBS) 
is yet to clear them on a 
number of issues concerning 
their products. 

“We intend to source 80 
percent of raw materials 
from Tanzania. Should the 
situation call for imports 
then it will be only by 20 
percent or less,” pointed 
out the investor saying the 
rest will be brought from 
China. 

The factory has 
started with permanent 
employment of 12 young 
Tanzanians among them 
seven female workers. 

The factory is also working 
to establish outlets across 
the border but already it has 
sell points in major cities 
including Dodoma and Dar-
es-salaam in addition to the 
hometown of Arusha.

Meanwhile also, the 
‘Uzalendo Industries 
Limited,’ has donated a 
consignment of 235 riders’ 
helmets valued at 3.2/- 
million to the Regional 
Traffic Departments across 
Tanzania.

The Factory Production 
Manager, Hussein Swalehe 
said they have temporary 
employment for 40 young 
people with the majority 
being women accounting 
for 34 workers in the batch 
of casual labourers.

Regional Trade Officer 
Franco Ildefonce said 
Arusha has managed to 
establish 301 factories 
between 2015 and 2019 and 
among those 13 are large 
scale plants, 20 medium 
factories and 268 small 
industries with total value of 
40 billion/-

Arusha has also set 
aside 212,228 hectares for 
investments in the

By Correspondent James Kandoya

KILOMBERO District Com-
missioner James Ihunyo has ap-
pealed to the Lawyers’ Environ-
mental Action Team (LEAT) to 
scale up environment conserva-
tion awareness to other villages 
in the district to tame effects of 
climate changes.

He made the appeal over the 
weekend in Kilombero District, 
Morogoro Region after receiv-
ing a report on the ongoing land 
tenure exercise taking place in 
the district.

He said the programme im-
plemented by LEAT in collabo-
ration with Tanzania Natural 
Resources Forum (TNRF) under 
the umbrella of Tanzania Land 
Alliance (TALA) with support 
from the Danish International 
Development Agency (DANIDA) 
was important towards ending 
land disputes in Kilombero.

“There is a huge demand 
for environment conservation 
awareness in the remoteness 

villages. Educating them on 
various environment issues 
would help control the adverse 
impacts of climate change,” he 
said.

The district commissioner 
also urged the land council to 
adhere to working ethics to 
avoid disputes. As the land offi-
cials’ main responsibility is arbi-
tration and not otherwise.

Representative from LEAT, 
Edina Tibaijuka said lack of by-
laws within the district councils 
contributes to failures in envi-
ronment protection and control 
of natural resources. She under-
scored the need for bylaws to 
conserve the environment.

She said during the imple-
mentation of their programme 
in five villages, low awareness 
about conservation sustainabil-
ity and its management was one 
of big challenge villagers were 
facing.

She said the programme 
implemented by LEAT in col-
laboration with partners aims at 

envisaging Tanzania sustainable 
and well managed environment 
and natural resources for cur-
rent and future generations.

Edna said in the first quar-
ter, the programme was imple-
mented in five villages namely, 
Sagamaganga, Mofu, Signal, Mi-
wangani and Ihenga. She said 
similar programmes were also 
implemented in Kilombero, Ul-
anga and Malinyi districts in the 
region.

She said during the imple-
mentation period, a total of 220 
villagers received training in 
managing environment and nat-
ural resources. She said the vil-
lagers were also provided with 
skills on accountability to be 
able to manage the resources.

Kilombero District Environ-
ment Officer, Samweli Mtafya 
said environment destruction 
within the district was 60 per-
cent calling for ward councilors 
to play a role of educating the 
residents on the impacts of de-
structing the environment.

Kilombero DC pleads for stakeholders’ joint
measures to tame effects of climate change

Manufacture of 
motorbikes due 
from next year 
at Arusha plant

Information, Culture, Arts and Sports minister Dr Harrison Mwakyembe (R) shares a light moment in Dar es Salaam on Wednesday with NBC Ltd 
customers’ relationship managers Lena Mwakisale (C) and Isidory Maumba at an SME women’s forum jointly organised by GS1 Company, the 
Tanzania Private Sector Foundation and the Private Agriculture Sector Support (PASS), in Dar es Salaam on Wednesday.  The bank was among 
the forum’s sponsors. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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By Guardian Reporter

A tropical storm named KYARR has 
been developing in the northern In-
dian Ocean and is expected to reach 
Puntland and Somaliland in four to five 
days.

A statement released yesterday by 
the IGAD Climate Prediction and Ap-
plications Centre (ICPAC) said affected 
areas will experience strong winds and 
light rains. 

The Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) is in 
one of its strongest positive states since 
2006. In this state, warm moist air 
flows westwards inland increasing the 
likelihood of higher rainfall over East 
African countries. “According to our 
monthly and seasonal forecasts, higher 
than usual rains are expected to persist 
throughout November and December. 

We encourage all stakeholders to take 
the necessary measures to mitigate the 
potential impacts” said Abubakr Salih 
Babiker, Climate Scientist at ICPAC.  

The seasonal forecast released by 
ICPAC at the end of August this year 
indicated above normal rainfall during 
this season across the majority of the 
region.

According to the statement heavy 
rains currently experienced in the re-
gion are likely associated with the posi-
tive Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) state. 

These heavy rains and flooding have 
already led to losses in property and 
livelihoods in parts of Ethiopia, Soma-
lia, South Sudan, and Kenya. 

The overall current forecast presents 
positive prospects for increased crop 
yields for major cereals in the equato-
rial and southern agricultural areas of 

the region as well as improvement in 
pasture, range and water resources for 
livestock. 

In the northern parts of the region 
where the crops were in advanced 
stages of maturity, the increased rain-
fall activity poses the risk of interrupt-
ing crop maturation and harvesting. 

The risk of flooding is high and wet 
conditions might increase the risk of 
crop fungal and bacterial disease out-
breaks, and livestock diseases such as 
Rift Valley Fever in disease-prone re-
gions. 

If the wet conditions continue be-
yond November - December, the usual 
cessation dates, there may be chal-
lenges with harvesting and post- har-
vest crop management, and this could 
lead to significant post-harvest losses in 
both grain quality and volume.

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

ZANZIBAR President Dr Ali 
Mohammed Shein has said the use 
of electronic Zanzibari National 
Identification Card (ZanID) for 
residents will help the government 
to save people’s details in the main 
database for identification.

Dr Shein made the remarks when 
launching the new electronic identity 
cards at an event which was held at 
Sheikh Idrissa Abdul Wakil Hall at 
Kikwajuni in the Isles.

He said the new ZanID will help the 
government, institutions and private 
companies to plan for various social 
development projects.

He said the availability of the new 
identification system will help the 
government to easily plan and identify 
people who are eligible to receive 
various social services as stipulated in 
the Zanzibar Constitution of 1984.

Dr Shein said the government will 
easily collect taxes and serve the 
people hence improve social services 
including education, health, security 

among many others.
He said the technology has been 

manufactured in a certain way that it is 
not easy to tamper with and has been 
used in various countries.

Dr Shein asked Regional 
Commissioners to ensure they 
administer the identification exercise 
from the local authorities to ensure all 
the people are well identified and their 
data are well collected.

Earlier, Minister for Local 
Government, Haji Omar Kheir called 
upon all the eligible citizens to register 
at the located centres within the Island.

“These IDs will also be used to 
facilitate residents’ access to all 
important services including licenses, 
money transactions, registration of 
mobile phone numbers and several 
others”, said the president.

Zanzibar Civil Status Registration 
Agency (ZCSRA) Executive Director, 

Dr Hussein Khamis Shaaban, said his 
office will continue to issue IDs to all 
eligible Zanzibaris and the exercise is 
expected to be completed by the end 
of next year.

The issuance of ZanID started in 
2005, he said.

Addressing journalists early this 
week, Dr Shaaban said: “The ZanID 
smart card is one of the best in Africa. 
The smart cards had four features in 
the chip: electronic Identification (e-
ID), electronic driving licence (e-DL), 
electronic health card (ehealth) and 
electronic wallet (e-wallet)”.

He said the exercise is implemented 
in collaboration with the National 
Identification Authority (NIDA).

The Zanzibar Civil Status Registration 
Agency was established under the 
Act No 3 of 2018 to be responsible for 
births, identification cards, marriages, 
divorces and deaths.

By Aisia Rweyemamu

THE government has called for delib-
erate efforts by stakeholders from pub-
lic and private sectors to ensure Tanza-
nians use clean cooking solutions.

It is estimated that only 5 percent 
of all Tanzanians have access to clean 
cooking energies, with the rest using 
unclean ones such as firewood and 
charcoal.

Eng Innocent Luoga, Assistant Com-
missioner for Electricity in the Ministry 
of Energy, said this yesterday during 
discussions on access to clean and ef-
ficient cooking energy in Tanzania 
which involved women, private sector, 
government officials, CSOs and the me-
dia.

The discussion was jointly organ-
ised by Tanzania Gender and Sustain-
able Energy Network (TANGSEN) and 
Hivos—a development aid organisation. 
The two organisations are working to 
implement the “Green and Inclusive 
Energy Programme”.

To date, 500,000 tonnes of charcoal 
are approximately being used in Dar es 
Salaam only and over 1,000,000 tones 
of charcoal across the country.

Eng Luoga, said approximately 
469,420 hectares of forests are lost 
each year with charcoal burning con-
tributing largely to the loss.

He explained that the biggest victims 
in terms of access to quality cooking 
energy are women and children who 
are forced to take on the responsibility 
of finding cooking energy that is cur-
rently inaccessible.

“The use of briquettes charcoal and 
bio gas are among the good substitutes 
for firewood and charcoal that need to 
be developed,” Eng Luoga said.

He called for stakeholders’ efforts to 
find a workable and sustainable solu-
tion to access of clean energy in order 
to reduce the burden to women and 
children.

He said the involvement of various 
groups in finding solution to challenges 
in the sector will lead to increased use 
of clean and efficient cooking energy in 
the country.

According to Eng Luoga, the govern-
ment through the ministry of energy 
in collaboration with TANGSEN, de-
velopment partners and international 
institutions finalised the Gender Action 
Plan, 2018 with the aim of empower-

ing women to participate fully in all 
aspects of the energy sector and free-
ing themselves from unclean cooking 
energy.

Earlier, Executive Secretary of TANG-
SEN, Hezron Kajange said the objective 
of the discussion was to gain greater 
understanding of the cooking energy 
sector, as well as available challenges 
and opportunities.

Kajange said TANGSEN, has the ulti-
mate goal of ensuring sustainable en-
ergy benefits both, women and men 
equally.

Meanwhile, stakeholders of clean 
cooking solution called for the govern-
ment to sensitise people on the impor-
tance of using clean energy such as bio 
gas which is efficient and cost friendly.

Brenda Kazimili from Tanzania 
Renewable Energy Association said 
public awareness and education on 
the usefulness of clean energies is the 
main challenge towards ensuring use 
of clean energies. 

She insisted on stakeholders to con-
duct clean energy awareness campaign 
and empowerment in order to have 
good number of people using the ener-
gies.

Govt reiterates need for public
to shift to clean energies usage

Citizens’ documentation crucial
in govt planning, Dr Shein says

Flood risk to continue across East Africa

A trader dries fish scales at Kamanga in Mwanza Region yesterday for later sale at 15,000/- per sack. He would not say 
what the items are used for. Photo: Correspondent Elizabeth Faustine

Distributed via ippmedia
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Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

T
HE very mention of the word 
‘MALARIA’ makes many of 
our people shudder, and 
this for no other reason than 

that the disease has wreaked untold 
havoc in our country over the decades.

There is the paradox that the disease 
is highly preventable but still kills 
millions of people every year while 
there appears to be little let-up in the 
mortality and morbidity it causes 
across communities, nations and 
continents.

Additionally, heavily funded global 
initiatives to tame the disease have 
made some headway in making the 
world safe enough, amid reservations 
as to the level of seriousness 
governments, other institutions and 
individuals attach to such efforts.

This is, at best, bad news – and the 
likes of the World Health Organisation 
have remarked as much, though often 
in diplomacy-coated language.

For instance, the UN agency has had 
occasion to declare that progress in the 
war on malaria had levelled off – and 
this after more than ten years of steady 
advances.

WHO reported that no significant 
gains were made in easing the 
incidence of the disease in the period 
2015 to 2017, noting: “Urgent action is 
needed to get the global response to 
malaria back on track – and ownership 
of the challenge lies in the hands of 
countries most affected by malaria.”

Accordingly, on the occasion of 
World Malaria Day (April 25) this 
year, the agency said it was joining 
the vigorously touted RBM (Roll Back 
Malaria) Partnership to End Malaria, 
the African Union Commission 
and other partner organisations in 
promoting “Zero malaria starts with 
me”.

This is a grassroots campaign 
specifically designed to keep malaria 
high on the political agenda, mobilise 
additional resources, and empower 
communities to take ownership of 
malaria prevention and care.

As noted on numerous previous 
occasions, the killer disease has all but 
defied national, regional and global to 
kick it out of circulation, if you will.

Trouble is that the world will cannot 
afford to retreat or withdraw from this 
war because doing so would be a recipe 
for a catastrophe in public health. So, 
nations must continue to play ball by 
doing the most they can to translate 
into concrete action calls by experts 
towards that end.

Many official websites have 
repeatedly run heartwarming reports 
on the progress some countries have 
made towards taming malaria, even 
if by merely mitigating the havoc 
the disease can wreak on national 
development – public health in 
particular.

For instance, Zanzibar is credited with 
having produced phenomenal gains in 
implementing malaria prevention and 
treatment interventions, while joint 
efforts by the US-based Centres for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
and Tanzania’s Ifakara Health Institute 
(CDC/IHI) have won global recognition 
for leading applied research to guide 
malaria control programmes in 
Tanzania.

Surely, administering highly effective 
malaria treatment drugs, delivering 
insecticide-treated mosquito nets, 
documenting distribution of drug-
resistant strains of malaria and 
undertaking national surveys on 
quality of antimalarial drugs can make 
much difference. But they definitely do 
not constitute a cure-all.

WHO has aptly warned that, despite 
the advances made globally in the war 
on malaria, “reaching the next level – 
elimination – will not be easy”.

But what, if one were to ask, 
is preventing us from keeping 
mosquitoes permanently at bay by 
investing more of our own efforts and 
part of the outside funding coming 
our way in environmental cleanliness 
campaigns? Seriously, we need to toe 
this line.

We need to get down to real business 
and implement efforts to end malaria 

So, what of this mystery over 
Dar’s Kinondoni Cemetery?

S
INCE as long ago as the 1980s, 
there have been suggestions 
to the effect that Dar es 
Salaam’s much-preferred 

Kinondoni Cemetery had run out of 
“public” burial space.

What that was meant to mean was 
that only families, communities or 
individuals who had “booked” space in 
the graveyard would have any hope of 
finding room there when they needed 
it. The rest, in their millions, had no 
option but to settle for space elsewhere 
– including at sites well outside the city.

But surprise, surprise, burials have 
continued to be held at the Kinondoni 
Cemetery, and it has not been only at 
the reserved VIP “wing”.

What is even more startling is that 
the ministerial, municipal, cemetery 
or other authorities concerned do not 
appear to have seen or felt the need to 
keep the stunned public in the loop on 
the situation on the ground.

One consequence of this lack of 
relevant information may be the 
eruption of rumour upon rumour in 
the city and beyond with respect to 
what is actually going on and why.

This may include ‘speculation’ that, 
in fact, the cemetery ran out of public 
burial space as long ago as when it was 
announced years ago that any graves 
dug there since that time are but “mere 
replacements”.

This would suggest that there 
is demand for the re-use of grave 
sites within the cemetery – which, 
by extension, would necessitate 
the mounting of new graves on old 
and supposedly forgotten ones or 
exhuming whatever lay in the years-old 
graves for subsequent relocation.

But there is ample evidence from 
many parts of the world that the re-use 
of space already used for burial, and 

therefore necessitating the relocation 
of the remains of the dead, can cause 
be considerably distressing.

At least one media survey found 
several years ago that there was 
a bewildering shortage of handy 
graveyards in Dar es Salaam. Kinondoni 
Cemetery was easily cited as the most 
notorious, the other burial sites in the 
city also affected by then including 
those in the Mwananyamala kwa 
Kopa, Mburahati, Magomeni, Kisutu, 
Upanga, Sinza kwa Remi, Hananasif, 
Chang’ombe and Temeke Wailesi 
suburbs.

As if this was not bad enough, or so 
the survey showed, cemeteries in Dar es 
Salaam are no longer the ‘sacred’ places 
they used to be regarded as – what with 
all manner of criminal activities going 
on deep inside graveyards.

Reining in criminal elements 
frequenting those areas was, at least by 
the look of things, as easy to ensure as 
would be reducing to zero the number 
of cases of body exhumations to pave 
the way for grave re-use – as all that was 
needed was tighter security including 
concrete-fencing of graveyards.  

The way one’s loved ones are laid to 
rest is no joking matter. That is precisely 
why the way cemeteries are treated 
counts for much in all communities 
where respect for human dignity still 
has pride of place.

Tanzania remains one such civilised 
and caring “community”, and this 
makes us feel compelled to demand 
that all concerned answer this question: 
Has  Kinondoni Cemetery run out of 
burial space or hasn’t it?

It would serve really useful purpose 
for the answer to cover wide enough 
ground to relate to the state and status 
of cemeteries in all our urban areas and 
elsewhere in the country.

By Dr Joseph Mercola

T
HE uvula is the dangly bit of 
flesh that hangs at the back 
of the throat, a body part 
that has prompted many 

to wonder: “Why is that even there?” 
Fittingly, the word uvula comes from 
the Latin word ‘uvola’, which means 
‘small bunch of grapes’.

In ancient times, the uvula was 
believed to play a role in speech and 
immunology. It was also somewhat 
feared and regarded as a potentially 
hazardous organ that could cause 
apnea and death.

Apnea is a common sleep disorder 
in which an individual’s breathing 
repeatedly stops and starts during 
sleep. Symptoms include daytime 
sleepiness, loud snoring and restless 
sleep.

Writing in the journal Otolaryngology 
Head and Neck Surgery, researchers 
suggested in the 1990s that the most 
important function of the uvula may 
be due to the muscularis uvula – the 
muscle that moves the uvula up and 
down.

“Its function could be related to 
drinking while bending over,” they 
stated, citing a previous assumption 
that the uvula may be leftover from 
mammals that drink while bending 
their necks downwards.

However, when they studied the soft 
palate (the soft tissue at the back of the 
roof of the mouth) of eight different 
mammals, “a small underdeveloped 
uvula” was found in only two baboons. 
In other words, it seems that most other 
mammals do not have uvulas, which 
pretty much debunked the ‘drinking 
while bending over’ theory.

What happens if your uvula is 
removed?

In some areas, including in several 
sub-Saharan African countries, 
traditional uvulectomy – or removing 
all or part of the uvula – is performed 
for cultural reasons.

Other ethnic groups may perform 
uvulectomy in order to treat everything 
from vomiting and anorexia to refusal 
to breastfeed in infants, growth 
retardation and fever. 

Anorexia nervosa, often referred 
to simply as anorexia, is an eating 
disorder characterised by low weight, 
food restriction, fear of gaining weight, 
and a strong desire to be thin. Many 
people with anorexia see themselves 

as overweight even though they are, in 
fact, underweight.

There are clear risks to the surgery 
(uvulectomy) itself, but whether 
the lack of a uvula poses additional 
problems is more of a mystery. Many 
people do live healthy lives without 
a uvula, but that isn’t to say that the 
organ is not important.

Clues to the purpose of the 
uvula may be gleaned from 
uvulopalatopharyngoplasty (UPPP), 
which is surgery that may be used to 
treat obstructive sleep apnea or severe 
cases of snoring (even though in the 
long term it may only reduce snoring 
in 46 per cent to 73 per cent of patients 
and results for treating sleep apnea are 
mixed).

The surgery typically involves 
removal of the uvula along with other 
tissues, such as part of the roof of the 
mouth, excess throat tissue, tonsils and 
adenoids and the pharynx.

The purpose is to widen the airway, 
allowing air to move through more 
easily and potentially reduce the 
severity of obstructive sleep apnea and 
snoring.

Some people who have the surgery 
have unpleasant complications, 
including changes in speech, drainage 
of secretions into their nose and a nasal 
quality to their voice, which may be 
related, in part, to their lack of a uvula.

Five possible reasons to ‘retain’ a 
uvula

The uvula may have multiple 
purposes, some of which may have yet 
to be discovered. However, research to 
date has uncovered several plausible 
reasons why humans have uvulas.

One: It is an accessory organ of 
speech. It has been suggested that 
the uvula prevents excessively nasal 
speech and also is used to produce 
uvular sounds found in French, Arabic 
and some West African languages.

According to researchers from 
Hasharon Hospital in Israel: “Both 
uvula and speech serve to differentiate 
human beings from animals. Our 
conclusion is that the uvula is possibly 
an accessory organ of speech … and 
may be another marker of human 
evolution that differentiates man from 
other mammals.”

However, adding to the complexities, 
some research suggests that removal 
of the uvula does not have a negative 
effect on speech.

Two:  To keep the throat lubricated. 

It’s known that the uvula has the 
ability to produce and secrete large 
quantities of thin saliva. When it is 
surgically removed, some people even 
experience dryness in the throat as a 
result.

When we speak and swallow, the 
uvula swings back and forth, and it’s 
been suggested that the purpose is 
essentially to help “keep the throat 
moist and well lubricated.” This 
lubrication may assist with the complex 
sounds of human speech.

Three: To help keep food from 
going up the nose, to serve as a drain 
for mucus. Another theory suggests 
that the uvula exists to block the path 
of food and liquid from going up the 
nose. It does this by sealing off the 
passageway between the throat and 
the nose (the nasopharynx), keeping 
food and liquid in the right place.

It’s this seal that may also help 
prevent an overly nasal-sounding 
voice, as it helps direct air and vocal 
vibrations out of the mouth instead of 
the nose. It is known, though, that the 
soft palate can typically create this seal 
on its own.

It’s also been suggested that the uvula 
may help to drain and direct the flow of 
mucus secreted from the nasal cavities, 
helping it to flow towards the base of 
the tongue and down the throat.

Four: To trigger the gag reflex. If 
something touches the uvula, it will 
trigger the gag reflex, which causes a 
contraction at the back of the throat 
that thrusts objects forward and helps 
prevent choking. It could be that the 
uvula exists for this purpose, that is, 
to help expel any objects that are too 
large to swallow.

The uvula is one of only five parts 
of the body capable of triggering one’s 
gag reflex when touched. The others 
are the roof of the mouth, the back of 
the tongue, the back of the throat and 
one’s tonsils.

Five: Immunological importance. 
When researchers analysed the 
frequency and distribution of immune 
cells in uvula tissue samples, they 
found that the uvula may be a site for 
induction of mucosal tolerance to 
inhaled and ingested antigens, that is, 
substances capable of stimulating an 
immune response.

Mucosal tolerance occurs only 
on mucosal surfaces and results in 
the suppression of one’s immune 
responses to inhaled or ingested 
antigens. The purpose is to prevent the 
body from launching an unnecessary 

immunological attack against harmless 
substances like pollen or foods.

Interestingly, the uvula also has 
its own protection against potential 
microbial pathogens.

A long uvula may trigger a chronic 
cough

If you suffer from a chronic cough 
with no explanation, it’s worth 
considering whether the uvula could 
be to blame. It has been found that 
some people have a uvula that is so 
elongated that it irritates the upper 
airway and induces a cough reflex.

For the most part, however, you and 
your uvula probably coexist without 
any problems. Occasionally, a case 
of a swollen uvula is reported, which 
may occur due to an allergic reaction, 
infection, trauma or a genetic condition 
called hereditary angioedema, which 
causes welling of the uvula, throat, 
face, hands and feet.

For the most part, this is a mild 
condition that will clear up on its own, 
but in rare cases your uvula could swell 
enough to make swallowing or even 
breathing difficult.

In these latter cases, seek medical 
help immediately. For minor irritation 
of the uvula, sucking on ice chips or 
gargling with warm salt water will do.

Rethink having the uvula pierced

Although it’s not common, some 
people choose to have the uvula 
pierced. This process comes with 
numerous complexities and risks, 
however, starting with the piercing 
process itself. Because handling the 
uvula will trigger a gag reflex, it is very 
difficult to safely pierce this sensitive 
area.

Since the long-term consequences 
of piercing – or removing – the uvula 
remain rather unclear at this time, it’s 
best to leave the organ alone.

•	 First	 published	 in	 Dr	
Mercola’s	 Natural	 Health	 Newsletter.	
The	 contents	 of	 this	 website	 are	
based	 upon	 the	 opinions	 of	 Dr	
Mercola,	unless	otherwise	noted.	The	
information	is	 intended	as	a	sharing	
of	 knowledge	 and	 information	 from	
the	 research	 and	 experience	 of	 Dr	
Mercola	 and	 his	 community.	 Dr	
Mercola	 encourages	 people	 to	 make	
their	 own	 health	 care	 decisions	
based	 upon	 informed	 research	 and	
in	 partnership	 with	 health	 care	
professionals.	

Facts and myths about the degree to 
which the uvula serves your bodyDistributed via ippmedia
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Africa Oil Week 
summit will focus 
on major invest-
ment opportuni-
ties in Africa’s oil 
and gas sector. 

Talawanda ward 
residents attend 
a two-day semi-
nar on the impact 
of climate change 
on develop-
ment activities. 
It was held at 
Msigi in Chalinze 
District at the 
weekend Photo: 
Correspondent 
Gerald Kitabu

Empowering communities to deal with climate 
change challenges: Case of Chalinze District 

Africa-US collaboration high on agenda at 2019 Africa Oil Week

Ethiopian migrants’ decision-making 

the focus of new research in Djibouti

By Gerald Kitabu

    

C
HALINZE district council had 
been supported to conduct 
climate change vulnerability 
impact assessment (VIA), with 

a support from USAID under SERVIR 
project. E-Link Consult implemented this 
study. The study identified Talawanda 
ward to be among the most vulnerable 
area with regard to climate change impacts.  
The District Natural Resources Officer Rev-
ocatus Samweli noted the importance of 
this study in contributing to a broader cli-
mate knowledge that existed in the district, 
while identifying areas for strategic climate 
change adaptation intervention.  A total of 
20 community members from five villages 
of Talawanda, Msigi, Mindukene, Kisanga 
and Magulumatali were trained on climate 
change concepts, impacts and how they 
are linked to other development activities.  
The District Community Development 
Officer Frank Makala said, “Deliberate ef-
forts were made to ensure that selected 
community members were represent-
ing key community groups found within 
Talawanda ward level from all the five vil-
lages.Participants included representatives 
from agricultural groups, livestock keeping 
groups, small scale business groups and 
special need group.

Msigi Village Executive Officer Exaud 
Mhelela said that these groups have been 
very instrumental in spreading informa-
tion, knowledge and innovation to other 
community members, thus they are used 
as ambassadors of change. He added that 
these social groups have empowered most 
of the community members especially 
women to participate in different deci-
sion making bodies at the village and ward 
levels, thus inviting them to participate in 
such climate change awareness and capac-
ity building sessions is a good opportunity, 
which empowers them to respond to cli-
mate change challenges using available 
knowledge and resources”. The session 
brought together community members  
and district officers from various depart-
ments including agriculture, livestock, 
land, water, environment, community 
development and natural resources. Each 
district officer had an opportunity to share 
how these sectors have been impacted 
by climate change impacts, and how to 
respond to such challenges.  It was very 
interesting when the Agricultural officer 
Abdallah Almas mentioned that biological 
predators such as praying mantis, toads, 
chameleon, wasips, bees, dragonfly, la-
dybird beetle and weevil ants were very 
important to the farmers because they eat 
crop pests, however due to changes in the 
weather and climate, such predators have 
decreased. He added that in turn, there has 

been increase in crop pests and diseases 
such as; bacterial bright, anthracnose, 
leaf spot, white flies, hornworms, meal 
bugs and stem borers. Participants were 
enlightened with sustainable and climate 
smart agriculture practices as measures 
to respond to climate change challenges 
facing agriculture sector. Paricipanys were 
further warned against farming practices 
which contribute to deforestation leading 
to poor farm lands and crop productivity. 
Poor law enforcement was mentioned as 
among the key drivers to these challenges.

Citing an example of influx of the pasto-
ralists, he said that the solution is to ensure 
village leaders comply with the existing 
regulations and guidelines, while educat-
ing communities to set aside areas for graz-
ing. 

Chalinze District Veterinary Officer Dr. 
Agrey Nkwabi advised pastoralists to im-
prove their pastoral practices to be able 
to adapt to climate change impacts which 
have caused notable impacts to livestock 
and on the pasture quality and quantity. 
He advised them to keep improved cattle 
rather that the traditional cattle.  

“Improved cattle adds more value to the 
household income, helps to conserve the 
environment, helps the pastoralists to en-
gage in other income generating projects, 
generates substantial amount of revenue  
compared to the traditional species” he 
said. He advised community members to 
engage in improved livestock keeping prac-
tices, which will help them tackle emerging 
challenges imposed by climate change 

Land use conflicts were noted during the 
session. The District Land Officer Selestine 
Liweje acknowledge government efforts 
to institute change in the management of 
land and other natural resources, urging 
the villagers to support the efforts by oper-
ationalizing village land use plans for those 
villages that have developed these plans. 

LONDON

W
ITH the emergence of 
shale gas earlier this dec-
ade, the US shot to the 
top of the global oil and 

gas rankings. Last year, it averaged 17.87 
million b/d (barrels per day), which 
accounts for 18 per cent of the world’s 
production. This is up from the 15.6 mil-
lion b/d in 2017.

The US administration last Decem-
ber launched its Prosper Africa initia-
tive, its vision being to open markets 
for American businesses, grow Africa’s 
middle class, promote youth employ-
ment opportunities, improve the busi-
ness climate, and enable the US to com-
pete with China and other nations with 
business interests in Africa.

The $50 million programme will of-
fer technical help to companies look-
ing to enter or grow in Africa, a con-
tinent urbanising more rapidly than 
anywhere else on Earth. The region is 
projected to have 1.52 billion consum-
ers by 2025, which comes to nearly five 
times the size of the US population.

A continued priority for the US De-
partment of Energy is now looking 
towards Africa to develop opportuni-
ties in the exploration, production and 
monetisation of liquefied natural gas 
(LNG).

In the words of US Energy Secretary 
Rick Perry, “increased amounts of US 
LNG on the world market benefit the 
American economy, American workers 
and consumers and help make the air 
cleaner around the globe”.

Under this new strategy the US gov-
ernment, including the Department 
of Energy, is looking to assist Africa to 
advance economic prosperity and en-

ergy development across the continent 
without saddling them with unsustain-
able debt or imperilling their long-term 
economic development or their sover-
eignty.

When it comes to the oil and gas sec-
tor, American corporations are already 
very active on the continent. Earlier 
this year, Texas energy firm Anadarko 
Petroleum gave the green light to start 
building a $20 billion gas liquefaction 
and export terminal in Mozambique – 
the biggest such project ever approved 
in Africa.

To further this policy, US Assistant 
Secretary for Fossil Energy, Steven 
Winberg, will join 25-plus Pan-African 
ministers at the November 4 to 8 Africa 
Oil Week summit in Cape Town.

He will use the five-day event to share 
US energy policy points with the con-
tinent and outline a vision for deeper 
US commitment to Africa in the oil, gas 
and power sectors.

This vision looks set to encompass in-
creased two-way trade and investment 
between the US and Africa, with the US 
making potential capital available on 
joint-ventures and to part-finance LNG 
infrastructure for energy-lacking Afri-
can countries. 

“I am excited to represent the US at 
the upcoming Africa Oil Week Confer-
ence in Cape Town, South Africa,” Win-
berg said.

He elaborated: “We want our friends 
and partners in Africa to thrive, pros-
per and control their own destinies. 
And we welcome the opportunity to 
share with them not only our abundant 
energy resources but also the knowl-
edge and technologies that can help 
them develop their own resources.”

Winberg is scheduled to deliver a 
keynote address on the main stage, 
explaining the strategy the US depart-
ment of energy has for engagement in 
Africa.

Prior to that, he will be taking part in 
a high profile ‘Live CNBC Africa Broad-
cast: The Africa Oil Week Leaders De-
bate’, later discussing how the US is 
helping drive growth in South Africa’s 
unconventional sector.

His final appearance will on Thurs-
day when he is expected to talk about 
what the US is doing to strengthen bi-
lateral trade and investment between 

the US and Africa.
Africa Oil Week is the leading oil and 

gas event for the continent, with over 
1,800 key executives attending from 
around the world to broker new deals.

The global E&P (energy & power) 
community, which comprises govern-
ments, national and international oil 
companies, corporate players, inde-
pendents, investors, financiers and 
service providers, is brought together 
in Cape Town each November for the 
event  to network, discuss and share 
knowledge.

	 	 	 •Agencies

By Special Correspondents

S
I X T E E N - Y E A R -
OLD Zinatou says 
learning difficulties 
forced her to drop 

out of school in Ethiopia. 
She soon set her sights 
on reaching Saudi Arabia 
through Obock, a coastal 
village in neighbouring Dji-
bouti.

“I just followed a group 
of friends who decided to 
migrate. My family was not 
aware of my travel.” she 
says. Zinatou also travelled 
without a back-up plan.

“What shocked me the 
most was seeing dead bod-
ies of migrants abandoned 
on the road. We saw dead 
bodies in two different 
places,” she says, adding: “It 
was hard to look at them be-
cause we were thirsty and 
we were afraid to end up 
like them, abandoned on 
the road.”

New research by the In-
ternational Organisation for 
Migration’s (IOM) Regional 
Data Hub in the Kenya 
capital is looking to cast the 
spotlight on these move-
ments. It seeks to explore 
the nexus between migrant 
integration, decision-mak-
ing and the expectations 
of the migration journey 
among young Ethiopian 
migrants venturing through 
this migratory route.

The first half of this year 
saw IOM track 238,219 
movements along this dan-
gerous route. Ethiopian 
nationals were by far the 
majority (95 per cent of 
those moving along the 
Eastern route), followed by 
Somalis (almost 5 per cent), 
while other nationalities 
observed accounted for less 
than 0.1 per cent.

The research is being car-
ried out with the support of 
the EU-IOM Joint Initiative 
for Migrant Protection and 
Reintegration in the Horn 
of Africa, a 43-million Euro 
programme funded by the 
European Union and run-
ning until 2021.

The study’s main target 
population are Ethiopians 
aged between 15 and 29 
years migrating for the first 
time. To supplement the 
insights gleaned from this 
group, returning migrants 
and re-migrating migrants are 
also being interviewed.

The research is structured 
along two phases: quantita-
tive and qualitative, chiefly to 
ensure a deeper understand-
ing of the dynamics under in-
vestigation.

Another migrant, Fanah, 
shares a similar story as he 
also awaits his return to Ethio-
pia from Djibouti. “I migrated 
to have a better life. This is my 
third attempt,” the 23-year-
old says, adding: “The first 
time, I arrived in Saudi Arabia. 
I worked there for one year 
but was deported.”

The second time he was 
stranded in Yemen because 
of the war.  On his most recent 
attempt, he was intercepted 
by coastguards off the coast of 
Djibouti.

Still, tens of migrants from 
land-locked Ethiopia regu-
larly cross into Djibouti, a hot 
barren country that also 
serves as a major transit 
location for migrants on 
the eastern reaches of Af-
rica. They are largely young 
adult males and about one-
fifth of them are below 18.

Their destination is main-

ly Obock, now associated 
with such migrants seeking 
to cross the Gulf of Eden to 
reach Yemen, Saudi Arabia 
and other Gulf countries, on 
the so-called Eastern route.

But not much else is 
known about them in great 
detail, except that their 
movements are motivated 
by a desire for a better life.

The information com-
piled in the quantitative 
phase of the research will 
serve to delineate a clearer 
picture of the decisions 
young Ethiopian migrants 
take when migrating, how 
they perceive their migra-
tion journeys and what ex-
pectations they hold.

It will also provide initial 
data on the challenges faced 
by this population during 
their migration. Once the 
quantitative data have been 
analysed, semi-structured 
interviews and focus group 
discussions will be conduct-
ed to explore the emerging 
themes and gather more 
nuanced information on 
migrant motivations, expec-
tations and hopes.

Ethiopia, the second most 
populous country in Africa 
after Nigeria, accounts for 
the largest numbers of mi-
grant movements in the 
Horn of Africa.

The research is being con-
ducted in close coordina-
tion with relevant national 
and local governmental 
authorities. IOM expects 
to share some preliminary 
results at the beginning of 
next year, with a full launch 
of the research to stake-
holders and the general 
public in booklet form and 
online around mid-2020.

Laura Nistri, head of 
IOM’s regional data hub, 
says: “The Eastern migra-
tory corridor is the most 
predominant in this region, 
mainly attracting tens of 
thousands of young Ethio-
pians seeking to improve 
their living conditions and 
economic status.”

She adds: “At the same 
time, a significant number 
of them are routinely de-
ported back to the Ethiopi-
an capital, Addis Ababa, risk-
ing their lives while passing 
across war-torn Yemen. Most 
others are facing challenging 
working conditions in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.”

Backed by the EU Trust 
Fund, the EU-IOM Joint Ini-
tiative covers – and has been 
set up in close cooperation 
with – a total of 26 African 
countries.

The programme facilitates 
orderly, safe, regular and 
responsible migration man-
agement through the devel-
opment of rights-based and 
development-focused pro-
cedures and processes on 
protection and sustainable 
reintegration.

The initiative supports 
evidence-based policies 
and programme design by 
strengthening migration data 
on migratory movements 
and migrants’ needs and vul-
nerabilities.

This enables migrants and 
potential migrants to make 
informed decisions about 
their migratory journeys, 
and also works to sensitise 
communities on migration.

A	 joint	 International	
Organisation	 for	 Migra-

tion	 dispatch	 iled	 from	
Nairobi	and	Addis	Ababa.

Those that do not have yet, the district is 
still soliciting support from various sources 
to ensure that those villages develop village 
land use plans

Chalinze district Environment Officer 
Nadhir Kabiliga and water technician 
Lightness Ndosa said the ongoing environ-
mental destructions are mainly caused by 
increased unsustainable human activities 
and have already started causing big prob-
lems in some parts of the district.

“I urge you to take action and participate 
in conserving the environment through 
planting trees and stop degradation of wa-
ter sources. It is also important to invest in 
rainwater harvesting technologies at the 
household level” said Ndosa.

Contributing to the training, the villagers 
said that they were ignorant of the causes 
of climate change; as such they were 
encroaching and degrading the forests, 
random cutting down trees, and clearing 
forests for agricultural land. But after the 
training, they have acquired knowledge 
and skills on how to conserve the environ-
ment for their own future benefits.

Msigi Village Executive Officer Exaud 
Mhelela explained that the training will 
contribute to change of behavior and atti-
tude toward the challenges we have been 
facing, especially drought and decreased 
rainfall, which have impacted all groups 
economically and socially. ‘Most of the 
farmers have witnessed decrease in crop 
productivity and increased food insecu-
rity. This training has helped them under-
stand that they have a role to play in order 
to be food secure”

He further added that the ward is chal-
lenged with increased population, shifting 
cultivation and livestock over flock. Villag-
ers are now aware of the effects of climate 
change and measures to be taken before 
things go worse. I am sure we are going to 
convene village meetings in every village 

in the entire Talawanda ward, to help in-
form others on how these challenges can 
be responded”

Meeting participants added that the 
village and the ward at large is faced 
with many problems such as land use 
conflicts between the farmers and 
pastoralists,unsustainable charcoal mak-
ing and shifting cultivation, a situation 
which has contributed a lot to deforesta-
tion in the ward.

“In the past there were rivers with wa-
ter flowing naturally in every part of the 
ward. Crops such as cashewnuts, cassava, 
and maize were thriving well even with-
out using fertilizers but today almost all 
rivers have dried up and these crops are 
no longer thriving again,” said Mwana-
hamis Said from Talawanda village.

A representative from pastoralists’ 
community, Michael Mogitu said that 
not all pastoralists are destroying the en-
vironment; there are some of them who 
conduct their activities without compro-
mising the environment. He urged the 
government and other stakeholders to 
continue providing them with education 
and knowledge on how to conduct their 
activities sustainably while adapting to cli-
mate change impacts. 

Explaining how climate change has af-
fected the district, Shafii Tengeneza from 
Magulumatali village said in the past, 
farmer would cultivate only one acre and 
get bumper harvest even without apply-
ing fertilizer, but in recent years, the same 
farmer would cultivate five acres but end 
up getting nothing.

At the end of the training, the villagers 
came up with several measures in an ef-
fort to adapt to climate change impacts.

They recommended that education 
on environmental conservation should 
continue adding that it should be regular 
agenda in the village meeting and during 
the meetings held by different income 
generating groups in the village.

“We recommend that the district coun-
cil should put in place a special condition 
that requires women and youth groups 
that want grants from the 10 percent set 
aside by the district council to plant trees 
first for them to qualify,” they said.

They also promised to launch tree 
planting program to curb climate change, 
to use their income generating projects 
to spread environment education aware-
ness. “We want to introduce environmen-
tal mentors and forums to talk about the 
environment and climate change,” they 
added. They also recommended that the 
district council and the region should en-
force laws governing environmental con-
servation adding that the villagers should 
start harvesting rain water and construct 
water dams for use during dry season.   

Migrants walk through the barren landscape near Obock. 
Photo: IOM
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Trophy hunting: A new front opens in the War of Words

When caretakers side with child traffickers

U
SING the pages of one of 
the world’s most prestig-
ious scientific journals, a 
group of authors have re-

cently suggested that trophy hunting 
in Africa, while perhaps repugnant, is 
a necessary evil without which wildlife 
conversation efforts are doomed.

Their claims are flawed, poorly sub-
stantiated and dangerous. Most tell-
ingly, their credibility is diminished by 
their association with the international 
hunting lobby itself.

In a letter published in Science, the 
journal of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, Dr 
Amy Dickman, a conservation biolo-
gist at the University of Oxford, four 
co-authors (Rosie Cooney, Paul J John-
son, Maxi Pia Louis and Dilys Roe) and 
128 signatories, argue that hunting wild 
African animals for trophies plays an 
important role in their survival. They 
contend that restricting the export and 
import of hunting trophies has a detri-
mental effect on wildlife conservation.

The authors suggest that trophy 
hunting promotes wildlife biodiversity, 
significantly promotes the protection 
of habitats for wild animal populations 
that would otherwise be used for other 
purposes, such as farming, and benefits 
impoverished local communities finan-
cially.

They tell us that they themselves ac-
tually dislike the very concept of trophy 
hunting, but that Africa’s conservation 
challenge simply cannot be solved 
without it. They would have us believe 
that there is no long-term future for Af-
rica’s wildlife without the benevolent 
bullets of trophy hunters.

The trouble is that the arguments pre-
sented by Dickman and her colleagues 
have repeatedly been debunked.

Many ecologists believe that there is 
little or no actual conservation value 
in trophy hunting and that the “sport” 
has detrimental effects on the genetic 
viability of mammal populations in the 
wild.

Despite many hand-waving protes-
tations from the hunting lobby to the 
contrary, there are clear indications 
from across Africa that trophy hunting 
provides precious little in the way of 
economic support for local rural com-
munities, especially at the household 
level. Instead, most of the profits end 
up in the pockets of domestic elites and 
foreign investors.

In a critique of Dickman et al’s letter, 
economist Ross Harvey illustrates the 
fallacy of their contention by pointing 
to the example of Tanzania’s Selous 
Game Reserve, much of which has been 
carved up into hunting concessions.

The result?

“The surrounding communities 
received hardly any benefits and ele-

phants were decimated over a five-year 
period between 2009 and 2014.”

While a casual reading of Dickman 
et al’s letter may have convinced many 
people of the veracity of its content, 
there are a number of troubling issues 
that should have them questioning the 
intentions of the authors.

Publishing the piece in Science, one 
of the top academic journals in the 
world, and having it co-signed by no 
fewer than 128 signatories, creates the 
impression that there is widespread 
scientific consensus on the matter. As 
such, the authors’ discredited argu-
ments were picked up and dissemi-
nated to a much larger audience by 
commercial media outlets, including 
the BBC.

The reality is, however, that such a 
consensus does not exist. In fact, a large 
number of conservation experts do not 
share Dickman et al’s confidence in the 
benefits of trophy hunting.

This much became clear when a 
subsequent edition of Science carried 
no fewer than six rebuttal letters, one 
of which included 56 and another 71 
signatories in addition to the main au-
thors.

Their critics show that Dickman and 
her co-authors used evidence that was 
“weak” and “selective”, and that they 

BY MOUHAMADOU KANE

    

‘
THE marabout [Quranic teacher] 
promised my father that he would 
take care of me and teach me 
Quran. But [when] we reached 

Senegal, he forced me to beg on [the] 
street. I must bring him $1 every day. 
He beat me severely when I failed to 
get that amount.’ This is the story of a 
former victim of child trafficking found 
at the Friends of Children Association 
office in Gabu, east Guinea-Bissau.

Families like that of the boy found in 
Gabu entrust their children to Quranic 
teachers who are meant to instil the 
teachings of the Quran and Islamic 
values in their pupils. This has always 
been a socially accepted practice, but 
over the past decade Quranic teachers 
have increasingly been linked to child 
trafficking for forced begging.

Criminal networks exploit this prac-
tice and profit from the vulnerability 
of poor families to develop a parallel 
economy, preying on children to make 
money. According to the United Na-
tions Office on Drugs and Crime, the 
forced begging of children in Senegal 
generates 5 billion CFA (US$8 million) 
annually. The eastern regions of Gabu 
and Bafatá are Guinea-Bissau’s main 
child trafficking centres.

Quranic teachers known as mara-
bouts use different techniques to re-
cruit new children. During religious 
ceremonies in Guinea-Bissau, they 
bring two or three students from Sen-
egal, whom they prepare well to recite 
Quranic verses. Once the children per-
form successfully in front of the audi-
ence, the marabouts offer parents free 
quality Islamic education for their chil-
dren in Senegal. The parents generally 
accept without question.

Parents also often consider the de-
parture of their children from the fam-
ily home a blessing. They have fewer 
mouths to feed and believe their chil-
dren will return having memorised the 
Quran.

Some marabouts send their older 
students to villages to recruit for them. 
Like the marabouts, these intermediar-
ies use false promises to convince the 
children to follow them to Senegal.

A 14-year-old trafficking victim from 
Guinea-Bissau found in a reception 
centre for vulnerable children in Dakar 
told the ENACT organised crime pro-
gramme: ‘The young marabout came 
to our house and showed me a picture 
of a pretty house. Then he told me if 
I agree to go with him to Senegal, it is 
in this beautiful villa that I will live and 
learn the Quran.’

In the past, traffickers used official 
routes to transport their victims to Sen-
egal. But since the tightening of controls 
on both sides of the border in 2016, 
strategies have changed to circumvent 
the plans of the Guinea-Bissau and Sen-
egalese authorities. Given the porosity 
of the border and criminal networks’ 
knowledge of the area, traffickers use 
secondary routes to bring their victims 
into Senegal. The most common routes 
are the Bafata-Cambadjou-Salikégné 
and the Gabu-Pirada Sare Bakar axes.

ENACT discovered that some child 
traffickers, despite increased surveil-
lance at the borders, still manage to 
smuggle their victims into Senegal via 
official routes. Some Senegalese border 
security officials are lenient towards 
Guinea-Bissau children as most don’t 
possess national identification docu-
ments.

When traffickers reach the border, 
they present the victims as their own 

children. A border police official 
told ENACT that ‘since they don’t 
have any identification docu-
ments, it’s difficult to verify the 
veracity [of ] their declaration. We 
therefore let them go, in order to 
abide by the [Economic Commu-
nity of West African States] free-
dom-of-movement rule.’

Women also play a prominent 
role in child trafficking, ENACT 
found. To minimise the detection 
and interception risks at the bor-
der, criminals entrust their wives 
with transporting the victims to 
Senegal. Criminal networks also 
reportedly engage women trav-
elling in the same vehicle with 
them to help them smuggle their 
victims.

A 13-year-old boy who was traf-
ficked told ENACT: ‘When we ar-
rived a few kilometres before the 
border with Senegal, the mara-
bout asked some ladies travelling 
with us to take us with them and 

to introduce us as their own sons, 
which they accepted.’

When victims enter Senegal’s 
southern region of Kolda, some 
are initiated into the practice of 
begging and are taught wolof – 
the national language of Senegal. 
Other children are transported 
directly to big cities. Dakar, Saint-
Louis, Mbour and Thies appear to 
be their main destinations, where 
they stay in abandoned or unfin-
ished houses.

Trafficked children live in deep 
emotional misery and are often 
subjected to sexual abuse by big-
ger students or to physical abuse 
when they don’t deliver their as-
signed daily amount.

It’s estimated that a child traf-
ficker in Dakar can make up to 
1 500 000 CFA (US$2 524) from 
his victims every month, while 
in Saint-Louis in the north, crimi-
nals are said to earn 375 000 CFA 
(US$631) monthly. This money is 

laundered through for example 
real estate, illegal immigration, 
the cashew nut business, the 
charcoal industry and the trans-
port sector.

In response to the crime, both 
Senegal and Guinea-Bissau rati-
fied the 2000 United Nations Con-
vention against Transnational Or-
ganized Crime and its protocols 
to prevent, suppress and punish 
human trafficking, especially 
women and children, in 2003 and 
2007 respectively.

They also adopted article 5 of 
the protocol into their national 
laws to criminalise child traffick-
ing.

But enforcing laws against 
child trafficking in both countries 
remains a major challenge. Ac-
cording to a Tambacounda court 
judge, this is mainly due to a lack 
of specialisation of law enforce-
ment staff, and the interference of 
religious and community leaders 

in political affairs.
To overcome these challeng-

es, Senegal and Guinea-Bissau 
should urgently establish formal 
bilateral cooperation on the mat-
ter, and their respective police 
agencies should exchange infor-
mation. Both governments need 
to provide law enforcement staff 
and border officials with ad-
equate training in detecting and 
reporting trafficking.

Religious leaders also need to 
play a role, by informing the pop-
ulation through their preaching, 
either in mosques or on radio. 
In Senegal and Guinea-Bissau, 
religious leaders are considered 
religious authorities and are usu-
ally very influential. Their involve-
ment could help open the eyes of 
the population.

Mouhamadou Kane, Re-
searcher, ENACT project, ISS 
Dakar

failed to provide factual data to 
prove that trophy hunting is ben-
eficial to either conservation or 
local communities.

In the words of the University of 
Queensland’s Dr Mucha Mkono, 
a co-author of one of the rebut-
tal letters, “trophy hunting is not 
the long-term solution to Africa’s 
wildlife conservation challenges”.

“Responsible governance, char-
acterised by accountability, rigor-
ous, evidence-based policies and 
actions, and appreciation of wild-
life value beyond the economic, 
is.”

The timing of the publication 
of Dickman et al’s letter should be 
suspicious to the astute reader as 
it comes at a strategically critical 
time for the trophy hunting indus-
try.

Lawmakers in Europe and the 
US have been considering bans 
on the import of hunting trophies. 
Just four days after the controver-
sial letter appeared in print, the 
so-called CECIL Act (Conserving 
Ecosystems by Ceasing the Im-
portation of Large Animal Tro-
phies Act) was introduced in the 
US Congress.

Named after Cecil, a much-liked 

Zimbabwean male lion contro-
versially killed by an American 
trophy hunter in 2015, this piece 
of legislation would, if enacted, 
restrict the importation of sport-
hunted trophies into the US.

That alone establishes the CEC-
IL Act as a major thorn in the side 
of the trophy hunting lobby, but 
what makes it even more signifi-
cant is that it mandates a formal 
government investigation into 
“the effectiveness of trophy hunt-
ing in supporting international 
wildlife conservation efforts”, a 
study that would expose one of 
the industry’s most repeated ar-
guments as a fallacy.

Supporters of trophy hunting 
in the US have been hard at work 
opposing the CECIL Act and giv-
en the timing and content of the 
contentious letter, it is difficult 
not to consider it as a part of this 
larger campaign.

Soon after the Dickman et al 
letter appeared in Science, it be-
came apparent that the people 
who penned it may have been 
motivated by more than science.

Harvey notes that some of the 
128 signatories “are not scientists 
by any stretch of the imagina-

tion — some lack credentials and 
some have a vested interest in 
the trophy hunting industry”.

As it turns out, four of the five 
main authors have had financial 
links to the trophy hunting indus-
try in the past, including support 
from the Dallas Safari Club and 
Safari Club International. These 
are among the world’s most un-
compromising and influential 
supporters of trophy hunting and 
their destructive impact on pop-
ulations of African wildlife is well 
documented.

The editor-in-chief of Science, 
Jeremy Berg, has acknowledged 
that at the time the Dickman et 
al letter was published, the jour-
nal did not require authors to 
disclose any conflicts of interest. 
They have since done so in an ad-
dendum and the journal’s policy 
in this regard is “under revision”.

The authors’ reluctance to 
reveal their connections to the 
industry lends credence to the 
view that their piece is little more 
than a marketing effort disguised 
as a serious scientific contribu-
tion.

In their attempts to convince 
readers that trophy hunting is 

an unfortunate but indispensable 
conservation tool, they appear to 
wilfully ignore existing and viable 
alternatives, a number of exam-
ples of which are showcased by 
the authors of the rebuttal letters.

The reality is this: trophy hunt-
ing is an indulgence for a global 
minority of super-rich individuals 
and the only way in which it can 
be justified is by erecting pseudo-
scientific arguments suggesting 
that it is somehow beneficial.

International public opinion is 
increasingly turning against this 
practice, recognising it for what 
it is: a cruel and unnecessary evil.

Threatened by this situation, 
the trophy hunting lobby and 
its ideological hangers-on will 
do whatever it can to defend the 
right of its members to shoot 
wild animals and display their 
stuffed carcasses.

In these Trumpian, post-truth 
times, this frequently means 
spinning lies and misrepresenta-
tions into seemingly rational and 
reasonable arguments. The letter 
by Dickman et al should be inter-
preted in this light.

    
   DM

Under the pretext 
of free religious 
education, thou-
sands of children 
become slaves on 
Senegal’s streets. 
File photo
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By Correspondent Friday 
Simbaya, Iringa

A 41-year-old Alex Mwandenga of 
Iringa municipality has been living 
through selling roasted potatoes, ba-
nanas and cassava on the streets.

A father of three has been doing the 
activity for the past ten years, when he 
was selling roasted maize.  

“I have been doing this for almost 
ten years. The monies I get helps me 
to pay house rent, purchase food and 
meet my children’s school require-
ments”, says Mwndenga who operates 
from Miyomboni Street in Iringa town.

Before engaging in the business, 
Mwandenga was earning a living by 
carrying luggage and people’s stuff at 
the main market in Iringa region. He 
said after doing the job for years, he 
resolved to start selling roasted maize, 
bananas and cassava.

“It is through this business I man-
aged to educate my children. My 
19-year-old daughter has completed 
Form Six and will be joining university 
later this year. My second daughter 
will be sitting for Form Four national 
examinations next month”, he said.

Most of the cassava according to 
him come  from Luganga and Pawaga 
villages in Iringa district while ba-
nanas come from Mbeya and Songea 
regions. He said cassava from Lugaga 

Alex Mwandenga: Making  a living through selling roasted potatoes,  bananas,  cassava on streets

By Guardian Reporter

STANBIC Bank Tanzania has an-
nounced that it has expanded its pres-
ence in the country by adding 3 new 
collection centres in Arusha, Mbeya and 
Mwanza in   efforts to provide their cus-
tomers the convenience and flexibility 
to transact.  

At a time when industry players are 
closing branches, Stanbic is focused on 
expanding and upgrading the bank’s 
traditional and digital branches in order 
to cater to their increasingly technologi-
cally savvy and connected customers 
across the country. 

Apart from the newly erected service 
centers that are aimed at serving trad-
ers, the bank has also deployed a num-
ber of cash deposit machines in Dar es 
Salaam and up country, allowing bulk 
cash deposits even when banking hours 
are over. 

The bank is also embarking on a 
digital transformation journey that will 
ensure its clients get the best of both 
worlds.

Speaking on the bank’s expansion, 
the head of personal market, Mussa 
Kitoi said: “As the banking sector land-
scape changes, it is imperative that we 
continue making choices that allow us 
to offer outstanding and innovative ser-
vices to our valued customers both on 
the ground and online. We are respond-
ing to our customers’ requests and are 
now streamlining our efforts to serve 
Tanzanians more effectively through   
technology and enhanced products. 
We are truly excited to expand our fi-
nancial services and to bring modern 
banking facilities closer to our clients’ 
doorsteps.”

These new developments are an in-
crease of 33 per cent of Stanbic bank 
Tanzania footprint in the country. The 
bank has also invested in its digital plat-
forms that simplifies access to all bank-
ing services and provides convenience 
for SMEs allowing them to run their 
business with ease. Stanbic will increase 
its branch network by establishing a 
presence in Dodoma early next year fol-
lowed by Tanga. 

Bank expands  
physical and  
digital footprint 
across Tanzania

village is supplied throughout the year 
as farmers cultivate the crop using ir-
rigation schemes.

He thanked President John Magufuli 
for coming up with the petty traders 
special identity cards (IDs) since trad-
ers are now not subjected to the many 
taxes that were charged by regional 
authorities.

In December last year, President 
Magufuli handed over 670,000 special 
IDs to all regional commissioners to be 
distributed to petty traders across the 
country. President Magufuli ordered 
each of the ID be sold at 20,000/- to 
petty traders whose businesses capital 
was less than 4m/-.

He challenged young people not to 
be too selective on choosing jobs since 
it is the responsibility of every indi-
vidual to prepare his or her future life.

“I get a lot of customers because I 
prepare my products in a clean envi-
ronment. I use proper garbage collec-
tion facilities to keep food remains as 
well as regular cleaning of business 
area to avoid flies”, he said.

He said that municipal officials uses 
the set by-laws to charge some fees to 
traders which include the fees for us-
ing public space, waste management 
and food inspections.

The government is committed to 
the development of small-scale busi-

nesses through the Small Industrial 
Development Organization (SIDO), 
which provides grants to traders.

Street food vending in Tanzania is 
dominated by women, accounting to 
between 80 and 90 percent of all the 
vendors.

By Correspondent Ezekiel 
Kamwaga

FOR the past 20 years, Tanzania 
economic growth has been at an 
average of six percent per annum 
– which is impressive for a devel-
oping country. One of the bedrock 
of this economic performance has 
been the extractive sector.

According to government data, 
for the last ten years, the min-
ing revenues have always been at 

around one trillion shillings per an-
num making one of the major con-
tributor to our country’s GDP.

Despite the success, there have 
always been opinions that the 
country could benefit more from 
its resources than it was in the past 
and now. That’s why for the two 
decades new laws and regulations 
have been put in place to make sure 
that any lacuna in the country’s leg-
islative framework is sort out for 
the benefit of many.

Extractive sector is finite which 
means if you can’t benefit when the 
resources are abundant, you can’t 
recover the loss when you have 
nothing to offer on the table. The 
best time to gain is when you have 
resources yet to be extracted.

Since the turn of this decade, a 
lot of discussions have been do-
ing the rounds on how the funds 
generated from the extractive sec-
tor have been used. The danger of 
corruption and mismanagement 

of public funds are always lurking 
with regards to this sector.

To ensure that future genera-
tions also benefits from our extrac-
tive riches, there was a suggestion 
in the past to create a special fund 
where the country will save money 
for future generations. Actually, a 
law was made to make sure that the 
Endowment Fund is created for 
that matter. The problem is, since 
the law was made, nothing seems 
to move with regards to the matter. 

At this moment in time, nobody is 
asking questions about the fund. 

Without the fund, there is real 
danger that country’s generation 
will squander all the money and 
left future generations with some 
unwanted leftovers. 

Next  month, between November 
6 and 7, in the country’s capital Do-
doma, a number of Civil Society Or-
ganizations under the coordination 
of HakiRasilimali will meet under 
Extractive Sector Forum to discuss 

pertinent issues in the sector now 
and I hope the Endowment Fund 
fate will be discussed and deliber-
ated upon. It is important to discuss 
about these fiscal issues because 
there is a lot to be talked about. 
Looking at figures from Tanzania 
Revenue Authority (TRA), Tanzania 
Extractive Industries Transparent 
Initiative (TEITI) and the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) they 
always differ, hence it is important 
such figures to be streamlined.

At the extractive sector forum 
in Dodoma, there’re is much hope 
that the issues of proper revenue 
management and the investment 
for future generations will be exten-
sively discussed. There are some 
African countries who have already 
established Endowment Funds in 
their respective countries and their 
knowledge and experience shared 
during the HakiRasilimali’s coordi-
nated event in Dodoma will be cru-
cial and on time.

Forum to highlight Endowment Fund, its relevance to Tanzania’s natural resources

Arusha city director Dr Maulid Madeni comments yesterday on the demonstration staged by Olasiti residents demanding compensation to pave the way for the 
construction of a bus stand. Photo: Correspondent Cynthia Mwilolezi

By Guardian Reporter and Agencies

A coalition of NGOs has announced “the biggest land 
restoration project ever seen,” starting with an $85 million 
project to scale up agroforestry in Tanzania, Uganda, Ma-
lawi, Zambia, Kenya and Ethiopia.

Agroforestry is the practice of growing trees, shrubs, 
herbs, and vegetables together in a group mimicking a for-
est, and is credited as a way to sequester climate-warming 
carbon while feeding people and providing habitat for bio-
diversity.

“This may be the largest individual investment ever 
made in agroforestry,” one expert told Mongabay of the 
project.

The Global EverGreening Alliance has a goal of captur-
ing 20 billion tons of CO2 annually by 2050, and this first 
project is said to cover an area about the size of the U.S. 
state of New Jersey.

Amid a deluge of news during the U.N. Climate Summit 
last month, one major announcement went largely uncov-
ered, yet is among the most important initiatives aimed at 
reducing the effects of climate change revealed during the 
events in New York City.

A group of NGOs announced there that they have joined 
forces in what they’re calling “the biggest land restoration 
project ever seen.” They reported securing funding from 
G9 Ark to implement the initial phase of their first initia-

tive, an $85 million project dubbed the Grand African Sa-
vannah Green Up.

The Green Up project is envisioned as a massive scaling-
up of Farmer Managed Natural Regeneration (FMNR) — 
the encouragement of regeneration of trees and shrubs 
that sprout from stumps, roots and seeds found in degrad-
ed soils, such as those currently under agricultural produc-
tion — and other complementary practices across a swath 
of Tanzania, Uganda, Malawi, Zambia, Kenya and Ethiopia.

Once established in farm fields, these woody plants 
improve soil fertility and moisture for crops planted in 
combination with them in a system known as agrofor-
estry, which also sequesters carbon from the atmosphere 
while providing habitat for a diversity of creatures. FMNR 
made headlines several years ago when 5 million hectares 
(12 million acres) of Niger were reported to have been re-
greened via the practice.

The coalition, which calls itself the Global EverGreen-
ing Alliance, has a goal of capturing 20 billion tons of CO2 
annually by 2050, a figure they say would offset the antici-
pated fossil fuel emissions during this period while cooling 
the atmosphere via projects across Africa, Latin America, 
and Southeast and South Asia. The coalition is made up 
of NGOs such as World Vision, Catholic Relief Services, 
World Agroforestry, CARE International, Justdiggit, World 
Resources Institute, The Nature Conservancy, Concern 
Worldwide, and others.

Calling the Climate Week launch event at the Global 
Landscapes Forum a success and climate change an exis-
tential crisis, alliance chairman Dennis Garrity (who is also 
a distinguished senior research fellow with World Agrofor-
estry and drylands ambassador for the U.N. Convention 
to Combat Desertification) told Mongabay by email that 
there will be six key areas of activity.

According to a draft alliance white paper reviewed by 
Mongabay, these activities include tripling the current 
rate of carbon accumulation on degraded farmlands by 
increasing tree cover through FMNR and agroforestry; 
increasing soil carbon through conservation farming prac-
tices on at least 500 million hectares (1.24 billion acres) of 
agricultural land; scaling up the use of leguminous shrubs 
that can fix nitrogen on farmlands; restoring tree cover on 
575 million hectares (1.42 billion acres) of degraded forests 
and in urban environments; suppression of fire and regen-
erating a “healthy grass-tree balance” on 650 million hec-
tares (1.61 billion acres) of degraded pasturelands; and de-
ployment of carbon capture and storage from “evergreen 
energy generation.”

Reached by Mongabay for comment about the alliance’s 
first initiative, agroforestry author and expert Eric Toens-
meier said, “This may be the largest individual investment 
ever made in agroforestry. The area that will be restored, 
2 million hectares [5 million acres] by 2025, is almost the 
size of New Jersey.”

$85 million initiative to scale up agroforestry in Africa announced

It is through this 
business I managed 
to educate my 
children. My 19-year-
old daughter has 
completed Form Six 
and will be joining 
university later this 
year. My second 
daughter will be sitting 
for Form Four national 
examinations next 
month

As the banking sector landscape changes, it is 
imperative that we continue making choices that 
allow us to offer outstanding and innovative 
services to our valued customers both on the 
ground and online. We are responding to our 
customers’ requests and are now streamlining 
our efforts to serve Tanzanians more effectively 
through   technology and enhanced products. We 
are truly excited to expand our financial services 
and to bring modern banking facilities closer to 
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By Talitha Dubow and Katie Kuschminder

IT is still unclear what circumstances led to the deaths 
of 39 people who were found in the refrigerated trailer in a 
lorry park outside London.

It is not known how these 31 men and eight women, some 
of whom are thought to be Vietnamese nationals, ended up 
in the trailer, where they thought they were going, who put 
them there, and to what extent they went voluntarily or were 
forced.

And why would migrants, refugees or other stowaways 
make the decision to travel like freight, and do they know 
the risks?

A number of migrants have died trying to enter the UK 
since the country began recording statistics in 2014. Fifty-
four Chinese nationals were found dead in 2000, having suf-
focated in a lorry trailer.

The UN estimates that around 500 have died trying to 
enter European countries since 2014, this excluding the es-
timated 18,500 that have died crossing the Mediterranean.

Suffocating or freezing to death in a sealed lorry, which 
can be chilled up to -25 degrees, is just one of the risks that 
refugees and other migrants face on their journeys towards 
countries where they hope to find safety, security and digni-
ty. And yet they continue to make these journeys, often well 
aware of the risks they entail.

Our research focuses on the decision-making of refugees 
and other migrants engaged in these fraught international 
journeys, which often take them through several different 
countries and dangerous border crossings.

For example, we recently interviewed Syrian and Afghan 
refugees and migrants who had survived long and arduous 
journeys along the Balkans route from Turkey into the Eu-
ropean Union.

Hiding in lorries is a key strategy used to cross borders 
along the Balkans Route, which is used by refugees and 
other migrants who move onwards from Turkey, travelling 
through Greece, Bulgaria, Albania and North Macedonia, 
through Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina, to entry to the 
EU via Hungary or Croatia.

Lorries provide cover from border guards and are fre-
quently used to evade the authorities.

Some of those making the journey organise travel in lor-
ries themselves: there was a young Afghan man who knew 
where he and his travelling companions could most safely 
stow away underneath the truck because he had been a 
truck driver himself in Afghanistan. For him, it was an in-
formed decision.

But others rely on smugglers who place refugees and oth-
er migrants in lorries for parts of the journey. Some of our 
interviewees neither understood nor consented to the con-
ditions in which their smugglers then forced them to travel.

This was the case for one Syrian man who explained that 
the smuggler had put so many people in the lorry in which 
they were travelling from Turkey to Greece that he lost con-
sciousness.

His story: “It was like this small space in which there were 
20 people, so there was no space to breathe. So it was our 
good luck that the police caught us because it was possible 
that we would die before reaching Greece.”

Smugglers frequently pack lorries as full as possible. Af-
ter all, smuggling is a business, and having more passengers 
means more dollars.

Knowing the risks, accepting the risks
Most commonly, migrants and other refugees are acutely 

aware of the risks they will face in their journeys. They do 
not know what exactly will happen to them, and can only 
hope for the best.

One Syrian man who travelled in 2015 told us: “You go to 
die, you know? This journey, everyone calls this journey the 
journey of death. So everyone knows that, and when I was 
in Turkey I knew it and I knew it would be difficult, it would 
be dangerous, maybe I would die, but yeah … Sometimes life 
does not give you a lot of choices, so that’s the only choice I 
had when I was in Turkey, so I told myself ‘I’ll just make it’.”

There are risks at every stage of the journey. Refugees 
and migrants drown at sea, dehydrate during desert or sea 
crossings, fall victim to kidnapping and extortion, torture 
and rape, and are beaten, shot and killed by criminals or 
border officials. How they move in each stage of the journey 
becomes a trade-off involving risk, chance encounters, and 
often sheer luck.

When faced with the next dangerous border crossing, they 
do not consider stopping or going back because, as another 
Syrian refugee told us, “if you make the first step, you can’t 
go back”.

Having spent so much money, time and energy, and having 
already been through so much, refugees and other migrants 
cannot imagine giving up mid way, all their efforts coming 
to nothing. So they attempt what they hope to be the most 
safe and reliable routes and modes of transport. This often 
depends on what they can afford to pay smugglers.

The options for getting to Europe are growing increasingly 
dangerous, largely to the aggressive border controls used to 
keep refugees and other migrants out. Since the height of the 
“migrant crisis” in 2015, borders along the route have been 
dramatically transformed.

Turkey has tried to close off its border with Syria by build-
ing border walls, defences and surveillance infrastructure. 
Syrian respondents who fled Syria between 2015 and last 
year told us that they were shot at while trying to cross into 
Turkey, and had to cross in the dark in order not to be killed.

In the Western Balkans, more walls and fences have gone 
up, with Hungary effectively sealing off its border with Ser-
bia, letting only two asylum seekers through each day. In Bul-
garia and Croatia, border officials use brutal violence to push 
back refugees and migrants who walk across their borders.

Talitha Dubow is a researcher with the Maastricht 
Economic and Social Research Institute on Innovation 
and Technology at the United Nations University – UNU-
MERIT, while Katie Kuschminder is an assistant profes-
sor at the same institute.

Refugees, migrants 
‘feel compelled’ to 
stow away on lorries 

Bodies found in lorry container at the Waterglade Industrial Park in Grays, Essex 
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By Property Watch Reporter

COMMERCIALIZATION of the 
country’s livestock industry will make 
significant strides when a U$10 million 
(over 23bn/-) meat processing factory 
located at Soga in Kibaha district 
becomes operational early next year.

Export Processing Zones Authority’s 
Director of Investment Promotion, 
James Maziku said in Dar es Salaam 
this week that the plant will have 
capacity to slaughter and process 
1,000 herds of cattle and 4,500 goats 
and sheep per day.

“The project which is expected 
to create over 500 direct jobs will 
strategically help the livestock sector 
graduate and unlock the challenges 
of commercialising it,” said Maziku, 
adding that construction work of the 
factory has reached 99 percent with 
trials of machines scheduled to start 

before end of this year.
He said the EPZA licensed factory 

will be the second largest in East 
Africa trailing an Ethiopian meat 
processor which has capacity of 3,000 
herds and 6,000 sheep and goats daily 
at full capacity. “This plant produces 
300 tonnes of meat every day,” Maziku 
added.

Despite accounting for 11 percent 
of Africa’s livestock population, 
the sector contributes only about 
7.4 percent to the country’s gross 
domestic product with a mild annual 
growth rate of 2.6 percent.

 “The meat processing factory will 
reduce and ultimately end smuggling 
of livestock to the neighbouring 
countries for pressing and exporting 
to foreign markets,” the EPZA Director 
added.

Tanzania has one of the largest 
livestock populations in Africa with 

13.5 million herds of cattle, 5.5 million 
goats, 3.6 million sheep, 0.4 million 
pigs and 23.2 million chickens, 
according to statistics by the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries.

As the meat factory targets 100 
percent export markets of European 
Union and United Arab Emirates, 
the country will also compete with 
Botswana which is Africa’s most 
advanced commercialized livestock 
market.

Maziku said the establishment of 
the TanChoice meat processing plant 
will create a new middle class Cluster 
of business dealing with fattening of 
cattle, goats and sheep for supplying 
to the factory. 

“The investor of the meat processing 
plant cannot do everything and thus 
the local entrepreneurs should grab 
this opportunity to establish fattening 
businesses of cattle, goats and sheep 

Substandard cement 
products threatening 
SA’s built environment

Livestock and Fisheries minister, Luhaga Mpina (2nd L) listens to an official with SAAFI meat processing factory in the Rukwa 

Region. 

CRDB BANK EYES INVESTING IN GOVT’S MAJOR  
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS AS GROWTH RISES

By Property Watch Reporter

B
UOYED by its rediscovering of sustained growth with 

net profit increasing by 76 percent during the third 

quarter of this year, CRDB Bank is now targeting to 

invest in major government-run infrastructure projects.

Announcing the 92.16bn/- net profit earned dur-
ing the year ending September 2019, CRDB Bank Plc’s Man-
aging Director, Abdulmajid Nsekela said the extraordinary 
growth comes about because his management has focused 
on financing contract biding and guarantee for contractors 
and suppliers of major infrastructure projects.

“Performance guarantee and bid bonds have become very 
products for contractors and suppliers of major govern-
ment’s infrastructure projects,” Nsekela who took over in Oc-
tober last year as the bank’s CEO said.

When he took over, CRDB had taken a hit in profits from 
30.8bn/- in 2017 to 52.25bn/- last year before the latest profit 
spiralling to 92.16bn/-. “Our sustained growth has been cham-
pioned by a committed staff, lowering of running costs and 
recovering of bad loans which had eaten into the bank’s prof-
its,” Nsekela who is arguably one of the market’s youngest 
CEOs manning a mega bank, stated.

He said CRDB has played a role both in financing the ongo-
ing state mega infrastructure projects in Standard Gauge Rail-
way and Rufiji Hydro Electric Power Project (Nyerere HEP) in 
addition to bankrolling small and medium size enterprises.

The CRDB chief further stated that his management will 
continue focusing on trade financing because it is an area of 
rapid growth as demand for the product in the market is on 
growth path thanks to President John Magufuli’s administra-
tion’s focus on infrastructure development.

“We are convinced that this area of trade financing is of sig-
nificance and will continue to invest heavily in this segment,” 
Nsekela added while emphasising that another area of focus 
remains financing SMEs.

Earlier this year, CRDB paired with United Bank for Af-
rica to give a guarantee of U$730 million to the over 2,000 
megawatts Rufiji hydro Power Project being undertaken by 
Egyptian Arab Contractors Limited and El Sewady Electric 
Company Elsewedy Electric with state power giant, Tanesco 

An illustration of the proposed Rufiji Hydro Power Project, also known as Nyerere HEP. 

KIGALI

The concept of Smart Cities will 
play a critical role in driving Africa’s 
urban revolution and urbanisation, 
President Paul Kagame has said.

Kagame was speaking in Doha, Qa-
tar at the Smart City Expo organised 
to showcase the latest smart technol-
ogies and innovations advancing the 
urban future. Kagame said that, with 
the African continent undergoing ur-
banisation, smart cities technologies 
can play a definitive role in develop-
ing cities that have a higher level of 
productivity.

“Africa is fortunate to be undergo-
ing its urban revolution at this par-
ticular time, when smart cities tech-
nologies are evolving and maturing,” 
Kagame said. The President said that, 
with urbanisation key to shaping 
investment, growth and human de-
velopment, African countries cannot 
afford to leave its trends to chance 
hence adopting technologies.

“This wave of urbanisation is also 
occurring elsewhere in Africa. It rep-
resents a historic window of oppor-
tunity for investment, growth and hu-
man development. It also means that 
we have the opportunity to plan now 

and do things right. We cannot afford 
to leave urbanization to chance or go 
back and fix mistakes later, after costs 
and damages have already been in-
curred. This is where technology has 
a huge role to play,” Kagame said.

The rate of urbanisation has been 
found to have a direct impact on soci-
eties’ development.  Africa’s low rate 
of urbanisation has often been cited 
as among the reasons for the low lev-
els of development.  “Urbanisation 
creates the conditions for more com-
plex economies, powered by innova-
tion and services. In short, urbani-
sation is a key step in any society’s 

pathway to prosperity. It is, therefore, 
no accident that Africa still has some 
of the world’s lowest rates of urbani-
sation,”

“This is among the factors, that 
have kept Africa from advancing as 
quickly as it should have, given our in-
herent advantages. However, the hu-
man geography of Africa is in a state 
of rapid change. The rate of growth of 
Africa’s cities is on average the high-
est in the world,” Kagame said.

Rwanda’s urbanisation rate is 
around 6 per cent a year, compared 
to the global average of around 2 per 
cent. Kagame, however, said that for 

the technology and smart cities to 
have an impact on urbanisation and 
development, there has to be a de-
liberate effort to improve people’s 
welfare.

“Smart cities are about people not 
computers. The mission is not to in-
vest in technology for its own sake, 
but to do so strategically, to make 
life measurably better for the people 
who live in our cities,” he said. The 
changes and transformation are de-
pendent on data collected from citi-
zens hence the need to establish trust 
for stakeholders to remain open to 
the benefits of the approach.

Kagame: Smart cities to drive Africa’s urbanisation

President Paul Kagame

as client.
Among the highlights of 

the period include: the bank’s 
balance sheet which grew by 
5 percent to 6.2trn/- from 
5.9trn/- reported during the 
period last year; loan port-

folio slightly grew by 2.5 per-
cent to 3.25trn/- while depos-
its increased by 7 percent to 
4.8trn/-. “Net interest income 
increased by 22 percent year 
on year to reach 389.66bn/- 
from 319.09bn/- reported in 

September 2018,” Nsekela 
added.  

The Tier 1 commercial 
bank continued to command 
a 22 percent market share 
of industry deposits owing 
to its robust network of 240 

branches, 551 ATMs, over 
2,400 Point of Sales (POS) 
terminals and 11,612 wakalas 
who increased by a whop-
ping 7,260 year on year.

“Our focus on operational 
efficiency and sales optimi-

zation is paying off. We have 
embarked on the digitaliza-
tion journey while adhering 
to good governance, reduce 
operational costs, and im-
prove our service delivery. 
As you can see, our earnings 

from credit books, trade fi-
nance, and foreign currency 
dealings have significantly 
increased, showing our com-
mitment to serving each 
segment in the market,” the 
youthful CRDB boss added.

needed by the factory,” he added.
The by-products of the animals which include livers, 

heads, sweetbreads (thymus and pancreas), fries (testicles), 

kidneys, oxtails, tripe (stomach of cattle) and tongue will 
be sold in the local market while the rest will be exported 
to China.
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NAIROBI

MOI University workers could as early as 
Wednesday lose their prized nine-floor investment, 
Musco Towers hosting a town campus, after it was 
placed on sale by liquidators.

In a press advertisement Antique Auctions said it 
had received instructions to dispose of Musco Tow-
ers owned by Moi University Savings and Credit So-
ciety (Musco) that is now under liquidation. “Duly 
instructed by our chargees, on October 31, we shall 
sell by public auction the nine-storeyed block locat-
ed within a prime location in Eldoret town along El-
geyo Road opposite Sirikwa Hotel,” said the advert.

Musco’s ability to meet its financial obligations 
suffered a major setback June last year when it was 
ordered closed by then Commissioner of Co-opera-
tives Mary Mungai following failure to abide by co-
operative society regulations. In a gazette notice Ms 
Mungai said: “I appoint Hesbon Kiura, principal co-
operative officer of Nairobi and Joel Kipsanai, sen-
ior co-operative auditor of Iten, Marakwet County, 
as joint liquidators.

 “They are authorised to take into their custody 
all the properties of the said society, including such 
books and documents as are deemed necessary for 
completion of the liquidation,” she said. Musco’s 
fate was sealed at the end of last year when its 
deposit-taking licence was withdrawn by Saccos 
Regulatory Authority (Sasra) for failure to keep 
its books in order.

Liquidator’s powers 
According to the auction notice, Musco Towers 

which sits on a 0.114-acre plot has two basement 
floors, seven fully-let shops on its ground floor 

SIDO MULLS 1BN/- SHEDS FOR SMES IN 

KIGOMA, MTWARA, RUVUMA REGIONS

Moi varsity sacco 
tower put on sale

SIDO offices in Manyara Region

including an ATM lobby and 14 offices in its 
mezzanine-floor occupied by rent-paying 
tenants.

The notice says first to sixth floors are 

fully let to house University of Eldoret Town 
campus, with the seventh hosting nine pri-
vately rented-out offices. Eighth floor hosts 
five privately let-out offices and a restau-

rant. With the revocation of licences, the so-
ciety’s officials were ousted giving the liqui-
dators powers to dispose of the properties if 
necessary to pay off mounting debts.

Diplomats, CEOs of major Austrian businesses and government representatives gathered at Ramada Resort by Wyndham in Dar es Salaam 
last week to celebrate the country’s national day and the opening of an honorary consulate of Austria in Tanzania. The event was hosted by the 
country’s ambassadorial representative from Nairobi, Michael Kassal (3rd L) who is Deputy Head of Mission  at the embassy, Edith Predorf (C) 
who is Commercial Counsellor at Austrian Chamber of Trade and Logistics Africa, and Thomas Kopp of Intercont Logistics Africa. Left is Dieter 
Prachner, the newly appointed Honorary Consul of Austria to Tanzania. Photo: Guardian Photographer. 

By Beatrice Philemon

F
OUR Industrial Sheds worth 1bn/-will be con-
structed by Small Industries Development 
Organization (SIDO) in Kigoma, Ruvuma and 
Mtwara regions to accommodate Small and 
Medium size Enterprises before end this year. 

SIDO’s Director General Professor Sylvester Mpanduji 
said in Dar es Salaam this week that as the coun-
try marks four year of major developments under 
President John Magufuli’s leadership, SIDO has played a 
key role in establishing small industries.

 “We have already received funds from the govern-
ment last June to undertake the project in the three 
regions,” Prof Mpanduji said while unveiling that the 
contractor for the project is Suma JKT and that con-
struction work will take between four to five months 
starting November this year.

“Once construction work is finalized, entrepreneurs 
will get technical assistance from SIDO like access to 
technology, financial services and working premises in 
accordance with their businesses,” the SIDO Director 
General noted.

Since 2015, SIDO has managed to build 12 industrial 
estates in Manyara, Dodoma, Mtwara and Geita regions 
in line with President John Magufuli’s industrialization 
agenda. 

According to the SIDO DG, industrial estates are 
places where the required facilities and factory accom-
modation are provided by the government to the entre-
preneurs to conduct their businesses. 

Highlighting on Industrial shed in Mtwara region, 
Prof Mpanduji said so far entrepreneurs engaged in 
cashew nut processing have begun to use the facilities 
with a plant which has a processing capacity of two 
metric tons of kernels per day. The plant employs 220 
people of which 98 percent are women.

Nairobi tenants migrate to 

suburbs as rents increase
NAIROBI

MANY Nairobi residents are ditching rented 
homes in city estates in favour of cheaper 
ones in the suburbs as the cost of living soars. 
Realtor HassConsult said Tuesday that asking 
rents in the city have surged nearly threefold 
from 2007, pushing many to far-flung areas.

They have relocated to satellite towns like 
Ngong, Kitengela, Rongai, Ruai and Ruiru, 
which have also not been spared rising rents 
due to the influx of new customers. “Asking 
rents for a modern apartment here may cost as 
little as Sh23,400 and this bodes well for many 
tenants who are now preferring affordable 
units as they take caution to save in the wake 
of job losses across all sectors,” Hass Consult 
head of development, consulting and research 
Sakina Hassanali said during the release of 
first quarter residential and land price indices.

She said the city residents would rather 
dig deeper into their pockets for transport and 
spend more time in longer commutes but get 
the cheaper homes. “As the cost of living soars, 
the lower middle class is opting to pay slightly 
more in transport but less in rents.” Several 
companies have announced thousands of job 
cuts in recent months.

The report says apartments in Thika record-
ed the highest annual growth in rents at 13.3 
percent while Tigoni had the highest quarterly 
rate increase at 3.5 percent. Kenya’s hous-
ing deficit is estimated at two million units, 
according to official estimates, though current 
production is only adding around 50,000 per 
year.

According to the World Bank besides 
addressing the housing gap, the government 
should provide incentives to developers to 
create affordable housing as stipulated in 
the Constitution of Kenya and the National 
Development Plan, Vision 2030 Strategy.

LONDON

HELIOS Towers’ IPO paves the 
way for expanding and upgrad-
ing its services in Africa where 
demand is growing rapidly.

Helios Towers Plc, a leading in-
dependent telecommunications 
tower infrastructure company 
in Africa, raised $318 million in 
its October 14 initial public offer-
ing (IPO) on the London Stock 
Exchange (LSE). Approximately 
25% of the company was floated.

The share was priced at 
US$1.48 each, giving it an equity 
value of US$1.5 billion and mak-
ing it one of the largest IPOs by 

market capitalization to happen 
in London this year behind Air-
tel Africa PLC, Network Interna-
tional Holdings PLC, and Train-
line PLC.

The cash is expected to be 
used to help build and buy new 
sites as well as potentially enter 
three new African markets ac-
cording to Helios Towers CEO 
Kash Pandya. Helios Towers ini-
tially planned to raise $125 mil-
lion through the issuance of new 
shares, in addition to the sale of 
existing shares by shareholders 
among them the International 
Finance Corporation and tel-

ecom firms Millicom and Bharti 
Airtel. Other shareholders of the 
company include Helios Invest-
ment Partners, Quantum Stra-
tegic Partners, Albright Capital 
Management LLC and, RIT Capi-
tal Partners Plc.

Pandya remarked that the IPO 
“marked the start of the next 
exciting chapter in Helios Tow-
ers’ story... I hope this signifies 
our commitment to spreading 
mobile infrastructure across 
Sub-Saharan Africa whilst also 
highlighting the compelling in-
vestment opportunity through-
out the continent.”

Established in 2009, the com-

pany pioneered the sale-lease-
back model in Africa by buying 
towers held by single operators 
and providing services by utiliz-
ing the tower infrastructure to 
the seller and other operators. 
This allows wireless operators 
to outsource non-core tower-
related activities, enabling them 
to instead focus their capital and 
managerial resources on provid-
ing higher quality services more 
cost-effectively.

Helios Towers has more than 
6,800 mobile telecommunica-
tions towers spread across five 
African countries (South Africa, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 

Ghana, Republic of Congo and 
Tanzania) which it rents to mo-
bile phone providers such as Vo-
dacom, MTN and Airtel. It plans 
to use some of the IPO proceeds 
to keep pace with fast-growing 
demand for mobile data in Af-
rica, expand into new markets, 
build more towers and roll out 
fourth-generation (4G) mobile 
services.

In the financial year ending 
December 2018, the company 
made $356 million in revenues, 
an increase of 3% compared to 
US$345 million in 2017. For the 
six months ended June 2019, He-
lios reported adjusted earnings 

before interest, taxes, deprecia-
tion and amortization totaling 
US$399 million.

Merill Lynch International, 
Jefferies International Ltd and 
Standard Bank of South Africa 
Ltd acted as joint global-coordi-
nators and joint bookrunners, 
while EFG Hermes UAE Ltd and 
Renaissance Securities Cyprus 
Ltd acted as joint book runners 
for the IPO. FTI Consulting acted 
as its financial PR.

Gokul Mani, Head of Primary 
Markets—Middle East, Africa & 
India, LSE—said the LSE “con-
tinues to be a strong partner to 
companies across the Middle 

East and Africa. Four of the five 
largest IPOs from the region this 
year have listed on our market. 
London’s capital markets offer 
deep liquid pools of capital, con-
necting issuers from the Middle 
East and Africa with long-term 
international investors, sup-
porting dynamic companies, in-
frastructure development, and 
economic growth in the region.”

In total, 124 companies from 
the Middle East and Africa (MEA) 
region are listed in London and 
have risen over $35 billion in 
equity issues. There are also 242 
active MEA bond issuers who 
raised nearly $143 billion. 

 Helios Towers London Stock Exchange IPO raises $318m 

In Manyara, four industries that manufac-
ture packaging materials, wine making and 
bakery, sunflower processing and solar pumps 

are already operating with hundreds of jobs 
created. In Dodoma, SIDO is in the process 
of recruiting SMEs to use the facility while in 
Geita a similar development is underway.

“So far we have already received many 
applications from SMEs which want to use 
this facilities while in Chato district we have 
received applications from SMEs who want 

to establish industries engaging in paddy pro-
cessing and sunflower processing,” he added 
while noting that the facility has capacity to 
accommodate 200 SMEs.

Distributed via ippmedia
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SYDNEY 

T
HREE interest rate cuts that 
have taken mortgage rates to a 
record low and a loosening of 
lending curbs have sent buy-
ers flocking back to the housing 

market. At current rates of growth, 
Sydney home prices could recoup two 
years of losses and be back at record 
highs as soon as May.

The sudden turnaround is raising 
fears of a reinflated property bubble 
and risks swelling an already worri-
some pile of household debt. It’s also 
further concentrating banks’ reliance 
on mortgages for earnings growth and 
entrenching inequality by making it 
harder for first-time buyers to get a foot 
on the property ladder.

“It’s a pretty risky point in time,” 
said Richard Holden, professor of eco-
nomics at the University of New South 
Wales. “We had a price correction on 
the back of a big credit crunch and 
there was a real question about wheth-
er it was going to get out of control. We 
seem to have averted disaster, which is 
good news, and now it seems like we’ve 
decided to test it again.”

In just four months, house prices 
in the nation’s two largest cities have 
executed a swift U-turn. Newspapers 
are again filled with reports of hotly 
contested bidding wars driving home 
prices hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars above their reserve.

In August, for example, an auc-
tion for a four-bedroom house in the 

AUSTRALIA’S PROPERTY MARKET BOOMS AGAIN, 
SWELLING ALREADY WORRISOME PERSONAL DEBT

Duo tower deal in Singapore part of 
growing trend toward JV acquisitions

SINGAPORE

ASIA Pacific investors racked up 
US$13 billion of joint venture transactions 
in the first half of this year, below the 
US$21 billion recorded in the first half of 
2018, which was swelled by the record-
breaking US$5.1 billion sale of The Center 
in Hong Kong.

The increase in JV deals comes as 
global investors seek to increase their 
exposure while spreading risk, says Tim 
Graham, Executive Director and Head of 
Capital Strategies for JLL Asia Pacific. “We 
are seeing an increased appetite for JV 
deals as investors are looking for more 
creative strategies to access investment 
opportunities in a crowded market. JVs 
also reduce concentration risk for inves-
tors.”

“Asian investment managers are look-
ing to diversify their capital and realise 
gains from substantial assets, while 
retaining a stake and management fee 
income. These assets are hard to replicate, 
so owners often do not wish to sell out,” 
says Graham.

“From the investor point of view the 
substantial lot sizes in core Asian cities 
mean they often prefer buying a minor-
ity stake in order to diversify risk in their 
portfolio.”

Singapore, China becomes centres for 
JV deals

Around US$8 billion of those deals 
took place in China, where international 
investors are playing a larger role, due to 
the relaxation of rules regarding foreign 

capital and domestic companies requiring 
more funding. Most overseas investors 
prefer to form a JV with an asset manager, 
either Chinese or international.

In July this year, German insurance 
company Allianz entered into a JV with 
Gaw Capital Partners to acquire the Duo 
Tower and Duo Galleria in Singapore a 
joint venture between Malaysia’s strate-
gic investment fund, Khazanah Nasional 
Berhad, and Temasek Holdings – repre-
sented by JLL – for S$1.6 billion (US$1.2 
billion). Gaw is understood to be acting 
for a sovereign wealth fund in the transac-
tion.

At the end of last year, Allianz bought 
a 20 percent stake in Ocean Financial 
Centre in Singapore from Keppel REIT for 
S$537.3 million (US$392.1 million). In 
August, UK developer and investment 
manager Chelsfield teamed up with 
Malaysian developer Amcorp Properties, 
Hong Kong investment manager Pamfleet 
and Hong Kong billionaire Adrian Fu in 
order to acquire interests in four Shanghai 
office towers for RMB1.5 billion.

The office towers at LifeHub@Daning, 
sold by units of Sino Ocean Group, will be 
owned by a 50:50 JV between Pamfleet’s 
latest fund and a consortium formed by 
the other three investors. Amcorp has pre-
viously co-invested with Chelsfield in the 
Shanghai office sector. “We expect to see 
continued interest in joint ventures from 
both investors and investment managers, 
particularly in developed markets where 
competition for assets is strong and lot 
sizes are higher,” says Graham.

Residential houses on a beach front in Sydney

Sydney suburb of Ryde attracted about 100 people. Spirited 
bidding pushed offers A$226,000 above the reserve price, 
before it finally sold for almost A$1.5 million — a buzz last 
seen during the boom years.

“A lot more people now are getting concerned that things 
are going to go up in the next six to 12 months so they’re 
trying to buy now,” said real estate agent Phil Allison, who 
handled the sale in the summer. As recently as the beginning 
of the year, it was difficult to elicit a single bid at an auction 
for a house just around the corner, he said.

One factor encouraging property investors back was the 
surprise re-election of Scott Morrison’s government in May, 
which killed off the opposition Labour party’s plans to wind 
back tax breaks for landlords. While the property market’s 
resurgence could provide a short-term boom to the slowing 
economy, the longer-term legacy could be bloated debt that 
permanently reduces the economy’s potential.

As borrowers put more of their income towards servic-
ing their mortgages, they are left with less to spend on 
everything from cars to appliances to clothes, robbing the 
economy of a key driver of growth. Consumer confidence 
has slumped to a four-year low even as rate cuts and tax 
rebates boost household finances.

While traditionally a buoyant housing market is good 
news for retailers, the RBA’s move to slash rates to a record 
low has shaken consumer sentiment by signalling the econ-
omy is in trouble. A profit warning from furniture outlet Nick 
Scali earlier this month rippled through the market, sending 
bigger retailers like Harvey Norman Holdings and JB Hi-Fi 
tumbling.

“Sentiment is still shaky,” says Eleanor Creagh, market 
strategist at Saxo Capital Markets in Sydney. “Surveys and 
economic data continue to confirm that over-leveraged con-
sumers who have whittled away their savings and are devoid 
of any material wage growth are choosing to de-leverage 
rather than increase spending.”

Historically, homebuyers could rely on annual wages 
growth of 3 per cent to 4.5 per cent to reduce the propor-
tion of their salary going to pay their mortgage. Now, with 

Duo Tower in Singapore. 

TECHNOLOGY

3rd lead 

BEIJING 

A pair of loss-making mainland 
China apartment rental opera-
tors have filed for initial public 
offerings in the US within days of 
each other as pressure mounts 
on their balance sheets.

Beijing-based Danke is seek-
ing to raise up to $100 million 
by listing on the New York Stock 
Exchange, while Morgan Stanley-
backed Qingke, which operates 
Qingke Apartments, is aiming 
to raise $93.6 million through a 
Nasdaq IPO.

Danke’s move to list comes 
seven months after closing a 
$500 million funding round co-
led by private equity titan Tiger 
Global Management and Jack 
Ma-controlled asset manage-
ment firm Ant Financial. Qingke 
raised $100 million last year in 
a series C round led by Morgan 

Stanley Private Equity Asia and 
Singapore private equity firm 
Crescent Point.

Venture cash fuels expansion
The Form F-1 registration pro-

spectus for Danke, which was 
lodged on 28 October by parent 
company Phoenix Tree Holdings, 
does not provide an expected 
price range, indicating that the 
$100 million amount might be a 
placeholder amount. The under-
writers for the NYSE offering are 
Citigroup, JP Morgan and Credit 
Suisse.

The housing rental platform, 
which slices up buildings into 
dorm-like apartments that it 
markets to young professionals, 
intends to use the funds from 
the proposed IPO to scale up its 
operations and upgrade its exist-
ing stock.

Danke CEO Gao Jing is seeking 
to raise some much-needed cash. 
In just four years since it opened 
for business, Danke has built up 

a portfolio of 400,000 rooms 
under management with listings 
in 13 mainland cities including 
Beijing, Shenzhen, Shanghai, 
Hangzhou, Tianjin, Wuhan.

Building out that portfolio 

resulted in a net loss of nearly 
RMB 1.4 billion ($191.6 million) 
last year, a four-fold increase 
on the RMB 272 million net loss 
recorded in 2017. The company’s 
financial hole has been opening 

up still more quickly in 2019 with 
losses for the first three quarters 
of the year totalling RMB 2.5 bil-
lion — already some 44 percent 
more than its 2018 full-year total.

Losses mount for Qingke

Qingke has similarly bled cash 
as it competes with Danke and 
a host of other mainland rental 
housing operators. Since starting 
substantial operations in 2012, 
the Shanghai-based firm has 
grown its network from 40 rental 
units to 91,234 homes across six 
cities in China as of 31 December 
2018, according to the company’s 
prospectus.

The venture capital-backed 
firm incurred net losses of RMB 
500 million last year, more than 
double its 2017 shortfall of RMB 
245 million. For the first six 
months of 2019, Qingke booked 
RMB 373.2 million in red ink — 
already 34 percent more than it 
lost during the full year of 2018.

Through its holding compa-
ny Q&K, Qingke is offering 5.2 
million American Depositary 
Shares (ADS) which it each rep-
resent 30 of its Class A shares, 
according to the prospectus. 
The ADS are being offered at 

an indicative price of from $17 
to $19 per share, with Morgan 
Stanley and CICC serving as 
joint underwriters for the share 
sale. At the $18 mid-point of the 
indicative price range, Qingke 
would stand to bring in $93.6 
million for the share of its ADS. 
Principal existing shareholders 
include California-based internet 
payment company Bill.com, Inc, 
and Atlanta-headquartered pri-
vate equity firm Crescent Capital 
Investments.

Qingke argues that China’s 
rental apartment market remains 
underserved, with rapid urban-
ization, rising housing prices, 
the sharing economy, as well 
as supportive government poli-
cies driving growing demand. 
According to data cited by the 
company, the Chinese long-term 
apartment rental market, which 
grew to RMB 1.5 trillion in 2018, is 
expected to reach RMB 3 trillion 
in 2024.

China apartment rental platforms file for US listings as losses mount

wage growth stuck below 2.5 per cent, that’s no 
longer happening for people who have bought 
more recently, compounding the drag on con-
sumer spending.

For the banks, a return to house-price growth 
is usually good news. People borrow more to buy 
in a rising market, while existing owners may be 
encouraged to borrow against the increased value 
of their home to fund renovations.

Longer-term, though, that could fuel mortgage 
stress. While less than 1 per cent of mortgages 
are in arrears, according to the Reserve Bank, the 
number has risen steadily in recent years. The big 
four banks, which control almost 80 per cent of 
the A$1.7 trillion mortgage market, are also under 
political pressure to pass on the RBA cuts in full 
and lend more to pump up the economy, stoking 
concern lending standards could decline.

That’s despite the banks still recovering from 
a bruising misconduct inquiry, where they were 
lashed for lax lending standards. Nonetheless, com-
petition is again hotting up. Westpac Banking is 
reducing down payment requirements for inves-
tors taking out interest-only loans, while Australia 
& New Zealand Banking Group is trying to grab a 
bigger slice of the landlord market.

While the property downturn gave first-home 
buyers a chance to get into the market, that oppor-
tunity could already be evaporating. During previ-
ous upswings, first-time buyers were gradually 
squeezed out as home prices rose.

A return to boom-time prices would again 
slam the door shut on younger buyers, further 
entrenching generational inequality in Australia. 
“The reprieve we’ve had over the last few years 
could well prove short- lived,” said Brendan Coates, 
programme director at the Grattan Institute. “The 
biggest impact of rising house prices is to redistrib-
ute wealth from those that don’t own housing to 
those that do.”

House buying in Riyadh and 

Jeddah ramps up in third quarter
RIYADH

The number of residential transac-
tions in Riyadh and Jeddah rose sub-
stantially during the third quarter of 
2019, driven by improving consumer 
sentiment, attractive valuations and 
the development of several large-scale 
housing schemes, according to a new 
report from Knight Frank. Efforts to 
expand the mortgage market also had 
a positive impact.

Residential transactions in Riyadh 
rose 122 per cent year-on-year in 
the third quarter whereas in Jeddah, 
transactions rose 82 per cent. The 
value of transactions also rose in both 
major cities, with Riyadh recording 
12.92 billion Saudi riyals (Dh12.65bn) 
in transactions during the third quar-
ter, up 139 per cent year-on-year. 
Transactions in Jeddah were up 60 per 
cent to 4.27bn riyals, the report said.

“We expect the volume of transac-

tions to maintain a positive momen-
tum over the next 12 months, under-
pinned by the Sakani affordable hous-
ing programme and the regulatory 
efforts to expand the mortgage mar-
ket,” Knight Frank said in the report.

Sakani is a government pro-
gramme aimed at providing affordable 
homes for Saudis via subsidised land 
plots and access to cheap home loans. 
Residential supply in Riyadh increased 
to 1.24 million housing units, with 
8,000 new units added in the third 
quarter, Knight Frank said. The con-
sultancy expects 70,000 more units to 
be handed over to the market between 
2019 and 2021.

In Jeddah, residential supply 
reached 835,000 housing units, with 
about 1,800 added to the market dur-
ing the third quarter. About 25,000 
units are expected to be handed over 
between 2019 and 2021 to the Jeddah 
market.

Distributed via ippmedia
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WASHINGTON

The Pentagon on Wednesday re-
leased its irst images from last week-
end’s commando raid in Syria that led 
to the death of Islamic State leader 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi and warned the 
militant group may attempt to stage a 
“retribution attack.”

The declassiied, grainy, black-and-
white aerial videos from Saturday’s 
raid showed U.S. special operations 
forces closing in on the compound 
and U.S. aircraft iring on militants 
nearby.

The most dramatic video showed a 
massive, black plume of smoke rising 
from the ground after U.S. military 
bombs leveled Baghdadi’s compound.

“It looks pretty much like a parking 
lot, with large potholes,” said Marine 
General Kenneth McKenzie, the com-
mander of U.S. Central Command, 
which oversees American forces in the 
Middle east.

McKenzie, brieing Pentagon report-
ers, said the idea of destroying the 
compound was at least in part “to en-
sure that it would not be a shrine or 

otherwise memorable in any way.
“It’s just another piece of ground,” 

he said.
Baghdadi, an Iraqi jihadist who rose 

from obscurity to declare himself 
“caliph” of all Muslims as the leader 
of Islamic State, died by detonating 
a suicide vest as he led into a dead-
end tunnel as elite U.S. special forces 
closed in.

McKenzie said he brought two 
young children into the tunnel with 
him - not three, as had been the U.S. 
government estimate. Both children 
were believed to be under the age of 
12 and both were killed, he said.

he portrayed Baghdadi as isolated 
at his Syrian compound, just four 
miles from the Turkish border, saying 
ighters from other militant groups 
nearby probably did not even know 
he was there. McKenzie suggested it 
was unlikely that Baghdadi used the 
Internet or had digital connections to 
the outside world.

“I think you’d ind (he was using) 
probably a messenger system that al-
lows you to put something on a loppy 
or on a bit of electronics and have 

US releases Baghdadi raid 
video, warns of likely 
retribution attack

someone physically move it somewhere,” he 
said. McKenzie said Islamic State would likely try 
to stage some kind of retaliatory attack.

“We suspect they will try some form of retribu-
tion attack. And we are postured and prepared 
for that,” he said.

WHIMPERING AND CRYING?

McKenzie did not back up or knock down 
Trump’s dramatic account of Baghdadi’s inal 
moments, which the president delivered dur-
ing a televised address to the nation on Sunday. 
Trump said Baghdadi “died a coward — crying, 
whimpering, screaming.”

Asked about Trump’s account, McKenzie said: 
“About Baghdadi’s last moments, I can tell you 
this: he crawled into a hole with two small chil-
dren and blew himself up as his people stayed on 
the ground.”

“So you can deduce what kind of person he is 
based on that activity... I’m not able to conirm 
anything else about his last seconds. I just can’t 
conirm that one way or another.”

On Monday, Army General Mark Milley, chair-

man of the Joint Chiefs of Staf, also declined to 
conirm Trump’s account, saying he presumed 
Trump got that information from his direct con-
versations with members of the elite unit that 
conducted the operation. Milley had not yet spo-
ken with them, he said.

McKenzie suggested the U.S. military had se-
cured a large amount of intelligence about Islam-
ic State’s activities during the raid.

“While the assault force was securing the re-
mains, they also secured whatever documenta-
tion and electronics we could ind, which was 
substantial,” McKenzie said, declining to provide 
further details.

McKenzie said Turkey’s incursion into Syria 
this month, and the U.S. pullback from the bor-
der, was not a factor in deciding the timing of the 
raid. Instead, McKenzie pointed to a host of other 
factors, including the amount of moonlight.

“We struck because the time is about right to 
do it then, given the totality of the intelligence 
and the other factors that would afect the raid 
force going into and coming out,” McKenzie said.

    Agencies

ChInA’S economy enjoys a bright 
prospect, as the operation is stable, the 
market is full of vigor, the government 
policies are pragmatic and efective, the 
industrial chain is being upgraded and 
the capability of technological innova-
tion is rising, CeOs and economists ex-
pressed their conidence in the Chinese 
economy in interviews with People’s 
Daily.

While the global development is 
fraught with uncertainties, the Chinese 
economy has on the whole maintained 
stability while making steady progress 
despite downward pressure, able to re-
main medium-to-high speed of growth.

According to the 2019 Global Com-
petitiveness Report by the World eco-
nomic Forum (WeF), China’s position 
in the ranking was unchanged from last 
year, but its overall score increased by 
1.3 points.

The Chinese economy has pro-

gressed by leaps and bounds in the 
past 70 years. There is no other coun-
try that could have made such great 
achievements within 70 years, said Bo-
ris Titov, Presidential Commissioner for 
entrepreneurs’ Rights of Russia, adding 
that China has maintained medium-to-
high economic growth in the long run 
and the Chinese people have gained a 
stronger sense of happiness.

As China’s digital economy is devel-
oping rapidly and mobile payment 
and e-commerce become increasingly 
popular, Russia is more than willing to 
cooperate with China and learn from its 
experience in such ields, Titov pointed 
out.

Andrija Karailipovi�, Secretary Gen-
eral of the Union of Friendship Societies 
of Croatia and President of Croatia-Chi-

na Friendship Association, irst visited 
China in the 1970s. For over 40 years, 
he has frequently traveled between the 
two countries and witnessed China’s de-
velopment step by step.

It is obvious that the Republic of Chi-
na has made remarkable achievements 
since it was founded in 1949, especially 
in the past 10 years, said Karailipovi�.

he stated that China has reached the 
worlds’ top level in terms of its econom-
ic scale and infrastructure construction 
with a historical transition from quanti-
ty-oriented to quality-oriented develop-
ment, gradually satisfying the material, 
spiritual and cultural needs of the Chi-
nese people.

China has made remarkable achieve-
ments in infrastructure construction, 
transport infrastructure in particular, 

said Sharipov, head of the Department 
of International Manufacturing Busi-
ness at the State University of Manage-
ment, Moscow.

Sharipov pointed out that both Chi-
na’s high-speed railway length and ex-
pressway length rank irst in the world 
and seven out of the world’s ten ports 
with top cargo throughput and contain-
er throughput, respectively, are located 
in China.

Sharipov often cites such examples 
about China in his classes and believes 
that China’s achievements are really ad-
mirable. China has shifted its focus to im-
proving the quality of economic growth, 
according to a report released by global 
credit rating appraiser Moody’s in July.

With a large and dynamic market, 
strong leadership of the Chinese gov-

ernment, growing import demands, a 
complete industrial system, mounting 
technological innovation, rapidly ex-
tending infrastructure and transpor-
tation networks, and the supply-side 
structural reform boosted by new de-
velopment concepts, China possesses 
strong ability to resist economic head-
winds, infusing conidence into foreign 
companies and investors.

Jeremy Stevens, a South African econ-
omist, believes that China’s economic 
growth and import demands have stim-
ulated the weakening global economic 
activities.

It is necessary to view China’s eco-
nomic prospects from a long-term per-
spective, said Felix Valdivieso, chair of 
the China research center, Ie university 
of Spain.

he stressed that against the backdrop 
of the increasing overall uncertainties of 
the world economy, China’s economic 
data prominently stand out, showing 
strong resilience.

Audi would never continue with its 
success if it couldn’t expend its business 
in China, said Alexander Seitz, board 
member of automobile manufacturer 
Audi AG, who had once worked for a 
long time in China.

Seitz expressed his gratitude to Chi-
na’s opening up. Without the Chinese 
market, it is hard to imagine what Audi 
would have ended up like under the 
pressure of the international inancial 
crisis back then, he said, adding that 
China is still the largest contributor to 
Audi’s global market growth.

     People’s Daily

China plays an indispensable part in global development

SEOUL

 nORTh Korea ired two pro-
jectiles, which Japanese authori-
ties said appeared to be ballistic 
missiles, into the sea between the 
Korean peninsula and Japan yes-
terday, according to the Japanese 
coast guard and South Korea’s 
military.

The irst of two “unidentiied 
projectiles” was ired yesterday at 
4:35 p.m. local time (0735 GMT) 
from South Phyongan Province, 
in the center of the country, South 
Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staf ( JCS) 
said in a series of statements. A 
second projectile was detected at 
4:38 p.m. (0738 GMT).

The projectiles traveled an esti-
mated 370 kilometers (230 miles) 
and reached an altitude of 90 kil-
ometers (56 miles), the JCS said, 

calling them “short range”.
Japanese authorities said they 

had landed outside Japan’s exclu-
sive economic Zone (eeZ), which 
extends 200 nautical miles (370 
kilometers) from land.

“Objects that appeared to be 
ballistic missiles were launched 
from north Korea,” Japan’s de-
fense ministry said in a statement. 
“They did not land within our ter-
ritory.”

The American air base at Mis-
awa, 700 miles (1,127 km) north of 
Tokyo, posted a “real world mis-
sile alert” and urged personnel to 
seek shelter, before later issuing 
an “all clear”.

The afternoon launch timing 
was a departure from this year’s 
string of tests, which usually took 
place around dawn.

It also occurred on the day that 

South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in attended the funeral of his 
mother, who died on Tuesday.

In a message delivered via the 
border village of Panmunjom 
late on Wednesday, north Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un had expressed 
“deep condolences” and “consola-
tion” over Moon’s loss, Moon’s of-
ice said yesterday.

On Wednesday, South Korea’s 
Yonhap news agency cited an un-
named military source who said 
that movements of transporter 
erector launchers (TeL), used to 
ire missiles, had been detected in 
north Korea.

South Korea’s national Security 
Council held an emergency meet-
ing after the launch on Thursday, 
and expressed its concern about 
what it called “short-range projec-
tiles.”

“Our military is maintaining a 
readiness posture while tracking 
and monitoring related develop-
ments in preparation for another 
launch,” the JCS said in a state-
ment after the launches on Thurs-
day.

The JCS called on north Korea 
to stop the launches because they 
were “unhelpful” for reducing ten-

sions on the peninsula.
Kim Dong-yup, a former navy of-

icer who teaches at Seoul’s Kyung-
nam University, said the launches 
could be a so-called “running test 
ire” of a recently developed mul-
tiple-rocket system, with the aim 
of ine-tuning the system for full 
production.

RISING TENSIONS

Relations between the two Ko-
reas have cooled since a lurry of 
personal meetings between Moon 
and Kim last year, and denu-
clearization negotiations between 
north Korea and the United States 
appear stalled.

On Sunday, north Korea said 
there had been no progress in 
north Korea-United States rela-
tions.

          Agencies

North Korea launches two possible ‘ballistic missiles’ into sea, Japan says

South Sudan president says peace 
implementation progressing well

JUBA

SOUTh Sudan’s Presi-
dent Salva Kiir said on 
Wednesday the ongoing 
peace implementation 
process was encouraging 
amid speedy progress in 
screening and cantonment 
of both government and opposition forces.

“So far both the Joint Military Ceaseire Commission 
( JMCC) and the Joint Transitional Security Committee 
( JTSC) have all reported very encouraging results in the 
cantonment of the opposition forces, and in the barrack-
ing of the South Sudan People’s Defense Forces (SSPDF),” 
Kiir told a police conference in Juba. 

he said some of these uniied forces will be jointly 
trained to form part of the national Security Services 
(nSS) including the VIP protection unit for South Sudan. 
This came after the ceaseire monitoring body (CTSAM-
VM) on Tuesday disclosed that opposition forces assem-
bled in various cantonment sites were abandoning them 
due to shortage of food and medicine, which may derail 
eforts to form the uniied army of 83,000 force. 

“The coming in of the opposition forces shows that the 
agreement is progressing well and that we consider who-
ever that was ighting against us brother and sister and we 
have to work together for the improvement of the lives of 
our people,” said Kiir.

The government and main opposition group the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Movement-in opposition (SPLM-IO) 
led by Riek Machar are in disagreement over forming the 
transitional unity government on the nov.12 deadline. 

SPLM-IO demands all the outstanding issues like screen-
ing, registration and cantonment of all forces including 
determining the number of states and boundaries be 
completed before the much-awaited unity government is 
formed. 

“The Inter-Governmental Authority on Development 
(IGAD), AU and United nations Security Council (UnSC) all 
expect the (unity) government to be formed as agreed on 
the nov.12,” said Kiir.

The warring parties failed to form the transitional unity 
government in May and both agreed to a six-month exten-
sion and are left with only less than 12 days to form the 
unity government. 

“Rebuilding peace in our country and regaining trust 
among our people after this bitter war is going to be a huge 
challenge to all of us and our success is going to depend on 
how we conduct ourselves in our various duties,” added 
Kiir. 

The Inter-Governmental Authority on Development, 
the regional body that mediated the revitalized peace 
deal signed in September 2018 in ethiopia, recently said 
the warring parties failed to form the uniied force by the 
Sept. 30 deadline.

South Sudan descended into conlict in December 2013 
after Kiir sacked his deputy Machar, leading to ighting be-
tween soldiers loyal to respective leaders. 

The conlict killed tens of thousands and displaced mil-
lions both internally and externally.  A peace deal signed 
in 2015 collapsed after the outbreak of renewed violence 
in July 2016, forcing Machar to lee the capital.

Under the 2018 peace deal, Machar will take up one of 
the four vice presidency positions in the transitional gov-
ernment.      Xinhua

MOSCOW

RUSSIA has no credible infor-
mation about any direct serious 
clashes between the Turkish and 
Syrian military in the zone of im-
plementing the Russian-Turkish 
memorandum, Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov told re-
porters yesterday.

“Any minor hiccups are inevi-
table when major deals are being 
implemented ‘on the ground.’ I 
have not heard that any direct se-
rious clashes between the Syrian 
and Turkish military have been 
conirmed in any area where the 
October 22 Russian-Turkish mem-
orandum is being fulilled,” Lav-

rov  (pictured) said.
Meanwhile, Russia’s special 

presidential representative for 
the Syrian settlement, Alexander 
Lavrentyev, told TASS that Russia 
welcomes the situation in north-
eastern Syria and notes the ful-
illment of the October 22 agree-
ments with Turkey.

“All is well,” he said when asked 
about Russia’s opinion of the situ-
ation in northeastern Syria. “All 
agreements contained in the Oc-
tober 22 memorandum are be-
ing kept. We hope that it will be 
calm there and the border will be 
sealed tightly.”

In comment on Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip erdogan’s 

statement on a possible extension 
of a safe zone in northern Syria, 
Lavrov stressed that the Turkish 
leader had not declared this cat-
egorically. “As far as I understand, 
he stated that he expected the Oc-
tober 22 deal to be implemented.”

After the 150-hour deadline 
expired for the Kurdish units to 
withdraw 30 km from the Syrian-

Turkish border, the Russian Cent-
er for Reconciliation of Opposing 
Sides reported that this condition 
had been fulilled. 

“We proceed from this. My un-
derstanding is that our Turkish 
colleagues did not make any other 
statements. The issues are being 
solved rather efectively “on the 
ground,” Lavrov claimed, noting 
that the Russian military main-
tained contact with the Syrian and 
Turkish colleagues.

On October 22, Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and his Turk-
ish counterpart Recep Tayyip 
erdogan signed a memorandum 
in Sochi on joint actions aimed at 
resolving the crisis in northeast-

ern Syria. 
The document stipulated that 

Russian military police and Syrian 
troops should be deployed to the 
areas near the Turkish operation’s 
zone. 

Kurdish units were given 150 
hours to withdraw from the 30-kil-
ometer zone along the Turkish 
border, after which the Russian 
and Turkish military servicemen 
were due to begin conducting 
joint patrols. 

Russian Defense Minister Sergei 
Shoigu announced on Tuesday 
that Kurdish forces had complet-
ed their pullout from the safe area 
in northeastern Syria under the 
Sochi agreement .         Agencies

Russia unaware of serious clashes between Turkish, Syrian military, Lavrov says

 Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi

TOKYO

JAPAn’S Justice Minister Katsuyuki Kawai resigned yes-
terday over allegations that his wife violated the election 
law, with the abrupt departure creating another setback 
for Prime Minister Shinzo Abe who has now lost two cabi-
net members in less than a week.

Kawai, 56, stepping down came amid allegations made 
by the Shukan Bunshun weekly magazine that his wife, 
Anri Kawai, 46, who was elected to the upper house in July, 
made payments to staf members that were over the legal 
limit.

She is suspected of paying staf members a daily allow-
ance that exceeds the amount permitted under the law, 
the Shukan Bunshun weekly magazine reported in its on-
line version Wednesday.

It said she paid 13 female campaign announcers double 
the amount permitted under the law, with the amount 
thought to be 30,000 yen (276 U.S. dollars) per day.

The excessive payment could be interpreted as Anri 
Kawai bribing the campaign announcers, with her hus-
band ostensibly complicit as he was in charge of her elec-
tion campaign.

Kawai himself is also alleged by the magazine to have 
sent gifts such as potatoes and corn to voters in his con-
stituency, according to the magazine.     Xinhua

Japan’s Abe dealt major blow as 2nd cabinet 
member in less than week quits over scandal

Distributed via ippmedia
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WASHINGTON

HOUSE Democrats have asked 
U.S. President Donald Trump’s 
former national security advisor 
John Bolton to testify in their im-
peachment probe on Nov. 7, me-
dia outlets reported on Wednes-
day.

Bolton’s lawyer, Charles Cooper, 
told NBC News that his client is 
“not willing to appear voluntarily.”

“I stand ready at all times to ac-
cept service of a subpoena on his 
behalf,” Cooper added.

The impeachment inquiry into 
Trump was initiated last month 
by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi af-
ter an anonymous whistleblower 
raised concerns about the Trump 
administration’s interactions with 
Ukraine, including a July 25 phone 
call between Trump and his 
Ukrainian counterpart Volody-
myr Zelensky.

Trump was alleged to have 
abused power by using military 
aid to pressure Zelensky into in-
vestigating former U.S. Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden, the leading 2020 
Democratic presidential candi-
date, so as to help his re-election 
campaign. The White House also 
allegedly tried to cover it up.

Trump has denied any wrong-
doing. The White House has dis-
missed the allegations and made 
clear that it will not provide docu-
ments or witnesses to House in-
vestigators because it considered 
the impeachment inquiry unfair 

and illegitimate.
The White House’s former top 

Europe expert, Fiona Hill, report-
edly testified to impeachment 
investigators earlier this month 
that Bolton felt disturbed by the 
administration’s efforts to get 
Ukraine to investigate Biden.

Hill also reportedly testified 
that Bolton, who left the Trump 
administration last month, had 
called Trump’s personal lawyer 
Rudy Giuliani a “hand grenade.”

Giuliani was said to have been a 
central figure in those alleged ef-
forts.

House Foreign Affairs Chair-
man Eliot Engel, a New York Dem-
ocrat, said Wednesday that the 
committees have not yet issued a 

subpoena for Bolton to testify, but 
if the former national security ad-
visor does not appear voluntarily, 
it’s “something that we would con-
sider.”

The House Rules Committee 
advanced a resolution Wednes-
day night aimed at establishing 
procedures for the impeachment 
inquiry ahead of Thursday’s ex-
pected vote on the House floor.

The resolution, unveiled earlier 
this week, lays out procedures for 
public impeachment hearings, 
the release of deposition tran-
scripts and outlines the Judiciary 
Committee’s role in considering 
potential articles of impeach-
ment.

It will be the first full House 

vote on the impeachment inquiry 
since Pelosi’s initiation of it.

“This resolution does nothing 
to change the fundamental fact 
that House Democrats refuse to 
provide basic due process rights 
to the Administration,” White 
House press secretary Stephanie 
Grisham said on Tuesday.

Two State Department officials 
on Ukraine testified in separate 
closed-door hearings before the 
House Intelligence, Oversight and 
Foreign Affairs committees on 
Wednesday.

Timothy Morrison, the top Rus-
sia and Europe adviser of Trump’s 
National Security Council, who’s 
scheduled to testify on Thursday, 
is reportedly leaving his job soon.

Impeachment investigators ask Bolton to testify, 
key resolution advanced ahead of full House vote

“SIX days are just too short for us,” 
said many exhibitors at the end of 
the first China International Import 
Expo (CIIE) held last November.

Through the platform of the CIIE, 
many foreign exhibitors could build 
up a general picture of the Chinese 
market and its consumers, thus pin-
pointing the needs of Chinese con-
sumers and exploring the business 
opportunities in the Chinese market.

To further turn the exhibits at the 
expo into commodities and develop 
the 6-day event into an all-year-round 
campaign, Shanghai has established 
“6 days + 365 days” One-stop Trading 
Service Platforms.

These permanent trading plat-
forms could be divided into four 
sub-types: comprehensive services 
platform, cross-border e-commerce 
platform, professional trading plat-
form and national commodities cen-
ter.

After the first import expo, the first 
batch of trading platforms brought 
in more than 20,000 products from 
nearly 800 exhibitors, with a value 
of over 9 billion yuan, and import-

ed about 75.2 billion yuan worth of 
goods, an increase of 108 percent 
year on year.

Many “star exhibits” at the expo 
such as the Spanish ham, Australian 
wine, Japanese rice have entered the 
Hongqiao Import Commodity Exhi-
bition and Trading Center in Shang-
hai in the form of bonded direct 
sales.

The center serves as one of the 
permanent trading platforms where 
bonded exhibition, transaction, lo-
gistics and storage services are all 
available.

As a major platform that demon-
strates and expands the spillover 
effects of the CIIE, it is positioned 
as a distribution center of imported 
goods that connects the Yangtze 
River Delta, serves the whole nation, 
and even radiates the Asia-Pacific re-
gion.

Starting operation since May this 
year, the center has attracted more 
than 400 brands and 2,500 com-
modities from 26 countries, explor-
ing the new models of bonded exhi-
bition and post-exhibition trading.

‘6 days + 365 days’ One-stop Trading Service Platforms to extend the influence of the CIIE

On Sept. 25, a Type B bonded logis-
tics center at the Shanghai Hongqiao 
Central Business District started op-
eration, which can carry out bonded 
exhibition, transactions and cross-
border e-commerce business.

Since imported commodities are 
directly shipped from merchants 
to the bonded platform, the operat-
ing costs of logistics and other pro-
cedures are reduced, said Cai Jun, 

BEIJING 

CHINESE Premier Li Keqiang 
will today embark on a five-day 
trip to Uzbekistan and Thailand 
for multilateral meetings and 
official visits, a key diplomatic 
move of China to build stronger 
ties and forge ahead with its 
neighbors for long-term stabil-
ity and common development.

Besides visits to Tashkent 
and Bangkok, Li is scheduled to 
attend the 18th meeting of the 
Council of Heads of Govern-
ment of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization (SCO), as well 
as the 22nd China-ASEAN (10+1) 
leaders’ meeting, the 22nd 

ASEAN-China, Japan and South 
Korea (10+3) leaders’ meeting, 
and the 14th East Asia Summit 
(EAS).

The trip is widely seen as 
a fresh effort to better align 
China’s Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI) with other national and 
regional development plans 
to enhance cooperation and 
work with its partners to defend 
multilateralism and promote 
free trade.

As neighborhood diplomacy 
serves as a key pillar of China’s 
foreign policy, Li’s trip will 
further cement political trust 
and grow ties between China 
and its neighbors, so as to build 

a closer and mutually benefi-
cial community with shared 
prosperity.

Alignment of development 
strategies

Both the SCO and ASEAN (the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations) are important plat-
forms in the cooperation within 
the framework of the BRI, a 
vision initiated by China in 2013 
to enhance regional connectiv-
ity and boost common prosperi-
ty by creating a network linking 
Asia with Europe, Africa and 
beyond. Meanwhile, Uzbekistan 
and Thailand, as traditional 
friends of China, also play vital 
roles in regional integration.

Six years on, the initiative has 
been widely recognized by and 
gained positive responses from 
SCO and ASEAN members. With 
concerted efforts, cooperation 
under the initiative has been 
fruitful.

According to China’s Min-
istry of Commerce, two-way 
trade between China and other 

SCO members -- Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan, India and Pakistan 
-- went up to 255 billion U.S. dol-
lars in 2018 with a 17.2 percent 
year-on-year increase. China 
has invested over 87 billion dol-
lars to those countries by April 
this year.

For China-ASEAN ties, the 
10-nation organization became 
China’s second-largest trad-
ing partner in the first half of 
2019 with a total volume of 288 
billion dollars. It demonstrated 
the increasing will of both sides 
to work together to expand 
cooperation and broaden part-
nerships.

People-to-people exchanges 
between the two sides also 
blossomed. As major tourist 
destinations for each other, 
there are around 4,000 flights 
traveling between China and 
ASEAN countries every week.

After years of joint efforts, 
cooperation under the BRI is 
now on the path of advancing 
high-quality development, said 
Deng Hao, a senior researcher 
of the Department for Euro-
pean-Central Asian Studies in 
China Institute of International 
Studies (CIIS).

Deng noted that better align-
ments between BRI and other 
development strategies, such as 

Kazakhstan’s “Bright Road” new 
economic policy and the Master 
Plan on ASEAN Connectivity 
2025, will greatly foster high-
quality growth in various areas 
and lift cooperation to new 
heights.

More open economy
As the world is facing increas-

ing uncertainties and the global 
economic recovery remains 
weak, China and its partners’ 
choice to champion multilater-
alism and open markets wider 
is the right way to encounter 
protectionist measures that 
have threatened sustainable 
growth.

             Xinhua

Li Keqiang trip eyes closer neighborhood, better trade ties

PRETORIA

NIGERIAN President Muhammadu 
Buhari has highlighted the impor-
tance of relations with Russia stressing 
that Nigeria will never forget Moscow’s 
assistance to its central government 
during the civil war in that African 
country.

“Those who focus on the progress of 
developing countries would see what 
Russia right from its days as the Soviet 
Union had done for us,” he said at a 
panel discussion of the Future Invest-
ment Initiative conference in Riyadh. 

“We will never forget that we went 
over our civil war with the help of Rus-
sia and since then, politically and eco-
nomically, the Russians are helping 
Nigeria in so many ways.”

The Nigerian president described 
Russia as a responsible partner in Ni-
geria’s development, pointing to Mos-
cow’s assistance in all priority areas, 
including security, economy and the 
fight against corruption.

The Nigerian Civil War was fought 
from the summer of 1967 to January 
1970 between the government and the 
secessionist state of Biafra. 

During the hostilities, the central 
government regained control of the 
rebellious provinces. It is estimated 
that up to 3 million people died dur-
ing the war.    Agencies

Nigeria will never forget 

Russia’s assistance during 

civil war, says president

WORLD NEWS

general manager of the Hongqiao 
Import Commodity Exhibition and 
Trading Center, adding that many of 
the imported products are now sold 
at their respective overseas prices.

Greenland Global Commodity 
Trading Hub, another permanent ex-
hibition and trade platform, is locat-
ed next to the venue of the first CIIE. 
So far, it has received more than 
350,000 visitors and held over 50 

NAIROBI

AN international food certifi-
cation body said on Wednesday 
it plans to remove barriers that 
deny farmers from exporting 
their farm produce to the inter-
national market.

Good Agricultural Practices 
(Global GAP) said in Nairobi that 
it’s currently developing stand-
ards to remove the barriers in 
the export of foodstuffs. 

“Through our uniform certi-
fication, farmers will be able to 
sell their produce globally,” Fla-
vio Alzueta, vice president, chief 
marketing officer of Global GAP, 
told a food safety conference in 
Nairobi. 

Alzueta noted that small and 
medium-scale farm food pro-
ducers who need to access and 
maintain the export market 
must comply with GAP require-
ments. 

The official said that produc-
ers of fresh fruits and vegetables 
such as avocado, herbs, macada-
mia, grains, tubers, coffee and 
tea in the eastern African region 
will be the highest beneficiaries. 

“You only have to put in place 
safety, quality and traceability of 
your produce to claim a market 
share in the lucrative interna-
tional markets as required by 
GAP,” he said.

More than 500 stakeholders 
in the crops sector dealing with 
production and export of fruits, 
vegetables, herbs, nuts and re-
lated sub-sectors are attending 
the conference. 

Hamadi Boga, principal secre-

tary, State Department for Crops 
Development and Agricultural 
Research in the ministry of Ag-
riculture, Livestock and Fisher-
ies said Kenya is due to officially 
launch a food safety agency to 
address the growing consumer 
demands on food safety. 

“The agency will ensure that 
farmers adhere to GAP to en-
able us maintain the share in 
the global market,” he said. Boga 
noted that the global agreements 
on the export of farm produce in 
regard to food safety and quality 
standards will be complied with 
as a prerequisite for access to not 
only international markets but 
also region and domestics mar-
kets that are increasingly focus-
ing on exerting safety standards.

The official noted that hence-
forth Kenya will focus beyond 
public health on both export 
and domestic market. “We are 
developing programs on capac-
ity building to ensure that farm-
ers are able to meet the global re-
quirements in regard to growing 
quality and safe food. 

Apollo Owuor, chairman of 
Fresh Produce Exporters Associ-
ation of Kenya (FPEAK), told the 
conference that Kenya is still on 
the list of countries listed by the 
European Union (EU) for export-
ing fresh produce that has traces 
of pesticides and other banned 
chemicals. 

Owuor said that 5 percent of 
the fresh produce being export-
ed to Europe from Kenya are 
subjected to further test at the 
point of entry.

In the last decade, local fresh 
producers have been facing 
challenges accessing EU as the 
produce due to presence of 
high levels of pesticides such as 
dimethoate and other organo-
phosphate chemicals that are 
blamed for the rise in cancer 
cases in Europe and Africa. 

  “It has not been easy to ad-
here to the GAPs mostly issued 
by the EU governments but we 
are working with all industry 
stakeholders towards reduction 
of incidences,” Owuor added. 

  Xinhua

Global body seeks to remove agricultural barriers to spur exports

trade and business activities.
It has welcomed more than 700 

professional buyers from home and 
abroad and helped 150 merchants 
find downstream channels.

To facilitate the second CIIE, an-
other 18 platforms were licensed as 
permanent trading ones on Oct. 22, 
including the Hongqiao Free Trade 
City. Besides continuing with the 
supporting services from the first 
expo, Shanghai has taken four new 
measures to improve the import 
expo this year, including setting up 
a special customs office at the expo 
venue, introducing big data to man-
age the event, simplifying the reg-
istration of food enterprises, and 
shortening the approval time.

The city has also used big data to 
facilitate online handling of cross-
border trade formalities such as ex-
hibition declaration and information 
comparison. In addition, the Shang-
hai Customs has set up 125 service 
windows and special channels for 
the expo to provide 24-hour services 
for the exhibitors.

          People’s Daily

CAIRO

REN Zhengfei, CEO and 
founder of China’s tech giant 
Huawei, said his company is 
ready to boost digital trans-
formation in African coun-
tries to help their sustainable 
economic development.

“Huawei could deal with 
all the countries desiring to 
benefit from the world expe-
rience in digital transforma-
tion and developing the digi-
tal waves in their interests,” 
Ren (pictured) said in an 

interview with Egypt’s state-
run Ahram newspaper pub-
lished on Wednesday.

The governments of African 
countries should consider the 
information technology and 
communication as a national 
strategy that awaits coordina-
tion of plans and application 
of system, Ren explained.

According to the Huawei 
CEO, the African countries 
need to focus on investing in 
the infrastructure especially 
in the optic fiber industries.

Ren hailed the digital trans-

formation in Egypt, saying he 
was impressed by its new poli-
cies toward development dur-
ing his visit to the country.

In the light of the ongoing 
construction of a new admin-
istrative capital in Egypt, Ren 
said turning digital will have a 
great impact on the country’s 
2030 strategic development 
plan launched in 2016.

“The digital transformation 
of the economy and of indus-
tries is of great importance to 
Egypt where the IT and com-
munication sector will play a 

vital role in empowering vari-
ous industries, which calls for 
strong investment in the infra-
structure sector,” he noted.

The Huawei founder also 
pointed to the importance of 
building the youth capabili-
ties in the IT and communica-
tion sector to create a national 
talent reserve for the IT indus-
try.

Huawei is already working 
on 6G, and investing in young 
people is the best approach 
to this work, Ren noted.

  Xinhua

Huawei ready to boost digital transformation in African countries - CEO

Aerial photo taken on May 28, 2019 shows Shanghai Yangshan Deep Water Port. 

Distributed via ippmedia
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NEW YORK

ACTOR Cuba Gooding Jr, already facing a 
criminal case over accusations he touched a 
woman’s breasts in a bar and pinched another’s 
buttocks in a nightclub, has been charged in 
connection with a third woman, his lawyer said 
on Wednesday. 

Gooding is expected to appear in court 
Thursday and plead not guilty to the charges, 
according to his lawyer, Mark Heller. 

The charges are not yet public, and a 
spokeswoman for Manhattan District Attorney 
Cyrus Vance declined to provide details. 
Heller said the charges stemming from the 
third accuser were “similar” to those involving 
the other two women, and that all are 
misdemeanors. 

“Each accuser is totally fraudulent,” Heller 
said, adding that there was video of all three 
alleged incidents exonerating his client. 

Gooding, 51, won a best supporting actor 
Oscar in 1997 for the ilm “Jerry Maguire” 
and is known for roles in movies including 
“A Few Good Men” and “The Butler” and in 

the television miniseries “The People v. O.J. 
Simpson.” 

He was previously charged with one count 
of forcible touching and one count of sexual 
abuse in connection with each of the irst two 
accusers. He pleaded not guilty on Oct. 15. 

Prosecutors said at the time that they hoped 
to establish a pattern of behavior at Gooding’s 
trial using testimony from 12 additional women 
who have said they were subjected to unwanted 
touching and advances by the actor in bars and 
clubs. 

It was not clear whether the accuser behind 
the new charges is one of the 12. 

Gooding, who is divorced, is one of dozens 
of men in politics, entertainment, sports and 
the business world who have been accused of 
sexual misconduct since allegations against 
movie producer Harvey Weinstein triggered 
the #MeToo movement. 

Weinstein is scheduled to stand trial in New 
York in January on charges of rape and assault 
involving two women. He has denied any non-
consensual sex. 

   REUTERS

Actor Cuba Gooding Jr charged with 
unlawfully touching third woman – lawyer 

FILE PHOTO: Actor Cuba Gooding Jr. leaves after his arraignment in New York State Supreme Court in the 
Manhattan borough of New York, U.S., October 15, 2019. REUTERS

 

        

SAN FRANCISCO

IN what has already been a rough 
start to the season for the Warriors, 
now Stephen Curry is down. A two-
time MVP, Golden State’s longest-
tenured player and its oldest at age 
31. The heart and soul of his team.

Curry broke his left hand and 
became the latest injured Warriors 
player when he fell hard in the third 
quarter of another embarrassing 
defeat by Golden State, 121-110 to the 
Phoenix Suns on Wednesday night. 
A CT scan will determine whether 
Curry needs surgery, the Warriors 
said.

“I just feel bad for him,” Suns 
coach Monty Williams said. “When 
these guys who are the faces of the 
league go down it’s not good for 
the league, but especially someone 
like Steph, who’s done so much to 
raise the level of excitement here 
in the Bay Area and throughout the 
league.”

Curry drove to his left defended by 
Kelly Oubre Jr. and with big man Aron 
Baynes standing solidly in the paint. 
Curry leapt with the ball then came 
down head irst landing awkwardly 
on his hands to brace himself from 
the court, with Baynes crashing onto 
Curry’s left hand. Curry grimaced 
in pain grabbing at his ingers then 
walked to the locker room with 8:31 
left in the third quarter.

“Aron Baynes came up after the 
game and just wanted to know how 
Steph was doing,” coach Steve Kerr 
said. “You could tell he felt really 
bad. It’s just a random basketball 
play, so stuf happens.”

Baynes had 24 points, 12 rebounds 
seven assists and three blocked 
shots, Devin Booker scored 31 points 
as the Suns jumped out to a huge 
lead they never relinquished. The 
Warriors have lost badly in their irst 
two home games at sparkling new 
Chase Center.

The ailing, undermanned Warriors 
welcomed back two players but still 
fell behind 39-11 shooting 4 for 17 
as the Suns made 14 of their irst 23 

shots and 8 of 12 3-pointers.
Curry had nine points on 3-for-11 

shooting before getting hurt.
Losing Curry for an extended 

period would be a huge blow for a 
young Warriors team.

“Of course it hurts knowing that 
Steph Curry’s down,” said rookie 
Eric Paschall, who made his irst 
career start and scored a team-high 
20 points. ”... That’s a very, very 
valuable piece of our team but I feel 
like we’re going to stay positive.”

Golden State is struggling to start 
the season with Kevin Durant’s 
departure to Brooklyn and Klay 
Thompson out for perhaps the 
entire season recovering from July 
2 surgery to repair a torn ACL in his 
left knee.

This was another rough one after 
an embarrassing season opener in 

the irst game at Chase Center, a 141-
122 loss to the Clippers last Thursday 
that saw some fans leaving after the 
third quarter.

Golden State returned home with 
a 1-2 record and amid a stretch with 
ive games over seven days and two 
back-to-backs.

The Warriors trailed 72-46 at 
halftime Wednesday after falling 
behind 70-37 at the break in 
Oklahoma City on Sunday.

Golden State center Willie Cauley-
Stein, who missed all of training 
camp with a sprain in his left foot, 
had 12 points and ive rebounds in 
his Golden State debut. He checked 
in for the irst time at the 8:23 mark 
of the irst quarter.

The Warriors held LGBTQ Night 
with a panel following the game 
featuring Golden State COO Rick 

Welts — the irst openly gay NBA 
executive — WNBA and Olympic 
champion Sue Bird of the Seattle 
Storm and her partner, Megan 
Rapinoe, of the World Cup-winning 
U.S. women’s soccer team.

Kerr tried to connect with Rapinoe 
over the summer to have her speak 
to the World Cup basketball team he 
coached that went to China. It didn’t 
work out but he hoped to get a few 
minutes with her Wednesday.

“She’s such an incredible athlete 
and advocate and Sue has been one 
of the best women’s players in the 
game for a long time,” Kerr said. “I 
know Rick is close with both of them 
so it’s important I think, especially 
on a night like tonight where 
we’re celebrating the idea of being 
accepting of everyone, it’s great to 
have them here.”                          AP

Curry breaks left hand in another 
embarrassing Warriors loss 

Houston Rockets forward PJ Tucker (17) goes to the basket against Washington Wizards forward Rui Hachimura (8) during the 
first half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2019, in Washington. Rockets won 159-158. (AP Photo)

Linda Hamilton makes return 
count in new ‘Terminator’ film

LOS ANGELES

FOR the new “Terminator” ilm, 
it was seemingly easy to bring back 
Arnold Schwarzenegger as the human-
looking cyborg assassin because of 
his devotion to the franchise. But 
having Linda Hamilton return as 
Sarah Connor was a tougher decision 
considering she’d already turned 
down a chance to reprise her iconic 
role.

It took Hamilton six weeks to 
decide whether she wanted to portray 
Connor, the waitress-turned-warrior 
who along with Schwarzenegger 
made the irst two “Terminator” 
movies among the best action ilms 
ever made.

Her hesitation stemmed from 
the fear that a return as Connor in 
“Terminator: Dark Fate” might not live 
up to the hype of the earlier ilms.

“I was terriied,” she recalled. “I 
really didn’t want to disappoint Sarah 
Connor. That’s where I go when I’m 
terriied. You usually regret what you 
didn’t do. So I thought, ‘If I’m this 
terriied, then maybe that’s the reason 
to do it.’”

Another convincing factor for 
Hamilton’s return was James Cameron, 
who directed the irst two ilms and 
would serve as a producer on “Dark 
Fate,” which arrives in theaters Friday. 
She passed on the opportunity to 
appear in 2003�s “Terminator 3: Rise 
of the Machines” believing she had 
“completed the character’s story” and 
because of Cameron’s absence, calling 
him the “magic ingredient.”

Hamilton was concerned with “Dark 
Fate” messing with the legacy of the 
uber-popular “Terminator 2: Judgment 
Day.” But she said Cameron’s emails 
from three years ago detailing the 
pros and cons of her playing Connor 
and his enthusiasm about the project 
helped put her at ease.

The new ilm ignores three of the 
franchise’s previous movies including 

2015�s “Terminator: Genisys,” which 
izzled with domestic audiences but 
had a strong turnout overseas. “Dark 
Fate” picks up soon after the events of 
“T2.”

This time, Connor and an 
augmented soldier named Grace, 
played by Mackenzie Davis, must 
protect a young Mexican girl Dani 
(Natalia Reyes) who is being hunted 
by a newly modiied liquid Terminator 
from the future.

Hamilton says Connor still has a 
vengeful heart against Terminators, 
yet grudgingly reunites with 
Schwarzenegger, a time-traveling 
killing-machine who’s developed a 
conscience. Connor’s character is 
also not a fan of humans because 
“humankind builds machines that 

create their own death,” the actress 
said.

“Sarah has nothing else left, but 
vengeance,” Hamilton said. “She’s a 
woman without a country. She has no 
mission, no son; broken, dark, black 
heart.”

Schwarzenegger said the 63-year-old 
Hamilton brought some “freshness” 
back into the franchise.

“I thought that she set the bar really 
high again, just like she did in 1991,” 
Schwarzenegger said of Hamilton, 
who trained for a year to get in 
ighting shape. “Especially as a woman 
in her 60s now. There’s no action 
lady out there that I know of who’s 
in her 60s doing what she does. Only 
Cameron really has the (courage) to 
do something like that. But he always 

feels quite comfortable with those 
kinds of ideas, especially women 
action heroes.”

Hamilton praised Schwarzenegger 
for his work as well as her female co-
stars, Davis and Reyes. But sometimes, 
she said it was a struggle to ind the 
voice of their female characters with 
an all-male screenwriter team.

Hamilton said initially the writers 
had a hard time writing “organic” 
dialogue between her and Davis’ 
character. She called the process a 
fail at irst and sometimes declined to 
recite certain lines, until everyone got 
on the same page.

The results have been met with 
mixed reviews, with some criticizing 
the dialogue between female 
characters.

“They really had trouble getting 
the script together,” she said. “There 
were so many writers. They were 
four months late delivering it to me, 
because they didn’t want me to read 
the irst pass. In the end, I think they 
really did a bang up job. But it was 
really changing throughout, even as 
we were shooting. That was wacky to 
me, because I never really had to work 
that way and try to ill in the blanks 
when you don’t quite know where 
you’ve been or where you’re going or 
when you’re going to learn that. Acting 
is a linear job. You want to know 
precisely where I just come from, 
where I’m going and I ill in those 
moments with as much authenticity 
as I can. There were some issues with 
the script, but ultimately I think we got 
it worked out.”

Hamilton believes her input helped 
serve the ilm, her character and 
others well.

“In the end, I know her best,” she 
said. “That is the advantage of having 
played someone over a 35-year period. 
Otherwise, in all my other work, I 
would let the greater minds have their 
way. But not this time.”

                  AP

This Oct. 26, 2019 photo shows actor Arnold Schwarzenegger, left, and actress Linda 
Hamilton posing for a portrait to promote the film, “Terminator: Dark Fate” at the Four 
Seasons Hotel Los Angeles at Beverly Hills in Los Angeles. (AP)

NEW YORK

WHEN director Kasi Lemmons started work 
on the irst major movie about Harriet Tubman, 
the 19th century slave turned hero of the 
Underground Railway, she decided to focus less 
on the brutality of slavery and more on human 
stories. 

“I really felt that I wanted to speak about a 
diferent kind of violence, which was family 
separation, which I hadn’t seen as much of but 
is very much the Harriet Tubman story and what 
she was motivated by,” said Lemmons. Lemmons 
co-wrote the screenplay for “Harriet,” which 
opens in U.S. movie theaters on Friday. 

“This image of her sisters being taken away, 
her brother having to leave his wife right after 
childbirth, her sister saying, ‘no, I can’t leave my 
children.’ The choices that people had to make 
and the fact that she was motivated to go back to 
rescue her family,” Lemmons added. 

Tubman was born into slavery in the early 
1800s in Maryland. As a young adult, she escaped 
slavery by running nearly 100 miles through 
forests and ields. She then risked her life several 
times to return to Maryland and lead dozens of 
slaves to freedom via the Underground Railroad. 

The petite, 5 foot-tall (1.5 meter) Tubman is 
played by Cynthia Erivo, a London-born actress 
with Nigerian parents who won a Tony award in 
2016 for her lead role in the Broadway revival of 
the musical “The Color Purple.” 

The casting of a British actress to play a 
woman seen as an African-American icon has 
caused controversy in the United States, but 
Lemmons said she thought Tubman’s story “was 
big enough to share.” 

Lemmons said she was struck by Erivo’s 
“physical stature and her athleticism and her 
singing voice and those cheekbones. ... I felt like, 
‘Oh, I’m looking at somebody who really, really 
could make me believe it.’ And I really think that 
that’s what it’s about. I think the most service that 
I can do to this character is to bring, help bring 
this perfectly realistic performance.” 

Erivo said she worked hard to capture 
Tubman’s physicality. 

“It was really about inding the map of her 
face,” she said. “So we would look at pictures, 
discuss, you know, her downturned mouth, her 
eyes, how she would hold them, her body, where 
the tension was, try to ind her voice. Because I 
knew I didn’t want her to sound like me.” 

               REUTERS

 Movie ‘Harriet’ tells a different 
story about US slavery

Kasi Lemmons

Distributed via ippmedia
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SPORTS NEWS

 

BARCELONA

BARCELONA were so keen to bring 
Neymar back from Paris St Germain 
that the players were ready to accept 
delays to salary payments in order 
for the club to afford the Brazilian, 
defender Gerard Pique has revealed. 

Barca spent the bulk of the last 
transfer window trying to lure Ney-
mar back from PSG, two years after 
he left the Catalans for a world re-
cord transfer fee of 222 million euros 
($248 million). 

But the two clubs failed to reach an 
agreement before September’s trans-
fer deadline. 

The Catalans, who had already 
signed French forward Antoine 
Griezmann for 120 million euros 
and Frenkie de Jong for 75 million, 
were constricted in their pursuit for 
Neymar by UEFA’s Financial Fair Play 
regulations. 

The rules, designed to prevent the 
sport’s richest owners from crushing 
their rivals, oblige clubs to be trans-

parent about revenues and broadly 
balance them against expenditure. 
They also include a limit on the loss-
es clubs can incur. 

“We told (club president Josep Ma-
ria) Bartomeu that if it was necessary 
to delay payments in our contracts to 
meet Financial Fair Play regulations 
and sign Neymar we would do it,” 
Pique told Spanish radio station Ca-
dena Ser on Thursday. 

“We were ready to adjust our con-
tracts. We weren’t going to contribute 
money, but we were going to make 
things easier by allowing some pay-
ments to be made in the second or 
third year instead of the first.” 

The Brazilian sat out the start of 
the season while he waited for the 
transfer saga to end but returned to 
the team in September, scoring four 
goals in five Ligue 1 appearances. 

He is currently sidelined with a 
groin injury sustained on interna-
tional duty with Brazil. ($1 = 0.8957 
euros) 

                  REUTERS

Barcelona offered to restructure 

salaries to pay for Neymar return

Ancelotti blasts ‘attack on my 
professionalism’ in red card rage

MILAN

NAPOLI coach Carlo Ancelotti 
and his assistant were sent off in 
a fiery end to an entertaining 2-2 
draw against Atalanta in Serie A on 
Wednesday.

Josip Ilicic struck a disputed 86th-
minute equaliser that was upheld 
following a lengthy VAR review, as 
Napoli appealed for a penalty.

Napoli forward Fernando Llorente 
tumbled to the ground after jostling 
with Simon Kjaer in the Atalanta area 
before the visitors countered and 
scored through Ilicic.

A five-minute interruption fol-
lowed before the referee awarded the 
goal without reviewing the incident 
on the touchline monitor.

Images suggested Llorente com-
mitted the initial foul but Ancelotti 
and his assistant coach were shown 
red cards for protesting the decision.

“I consider what happened an at-
tack on my professionalism, my play-
ers and my club,” Ancelotti said.

Napoli president Aurelio De Lau-
rentiis was livid with the controver-
sial finish to the game.

“If there is VAR it’s pointless creat-
ing eight minutes of additional time 
because all that happens is pushing 
and shouting,” he told Sky Sport Ita-
lia.

“And what is this buffoonery from 
the referee who kicks out a gentle-
man like Ancelotti?

“We’re fed up. Without us the refer-
ees would be peeling potatoes. We’re 
tired of paying for this standard of of-
ficiating.”

Nikola Maksimovic had headed in a 
Jose Callejon cross to give Napoli the 
lead on 16 minutes at the San Paolo, 
but Remo Freuler levelled just before 
half-time when his shot squirmed 
through goalkeeper Alex Meret.

Polish striker Arkadiusz Milik hit 
the post and crossbar before putting 
Napoli back on top on 71 minutes 
when he raced onto a Fabian Ruiz 
pass and rounded Pierluigi Gollini.

However, Ilicic levelled and nearly 
grabbed a winner in stoppage time 
as Atalanta stayed third, four points 
behind Inter Milan who beat Brescia 
2-1 on Tuesday.

AFP

Cameroon footballing legend Eto’o 
rules out career in politics

PARIS

SAMUEL Eto’o is up there with 
George Weah as an African great on 
the football field, but he says he has 
no plans to follow the Liberian into 
politics “for the moment”.

“Everyone wants me to go into 
politics, but there won’t be 10 million 
Weahs,” Eto’o said in an exclusive in-
terview with AFP.

Weah, the only African player to 
win the Ballon d’Or, became presi-
dent of Liberia in January 2018.

“Everyone is born with their own 
star. Everyone at some point gets in-
volved in politics at their own level, 
but, for the moment, it doesn’t inter-
est me.”

The 38-year-old Cameroon legend 
recently brought the curtain down 
on a glittering playing career during 
which he won the UEFA Champions 
League twice with Barcelona and 
once more with Inter Milan.

An idol in his homeland, Eto’o 
gave his backing to Paul Biya -- who 
has ruled the country for 37 years -- 
before his re-election in 2018.

Biya is 86 and is dealing with a 

major crisis in Cameroon as a two-
year secession drive by anglophone 
separatists has claimed thousands of 
lives.

Main opposition leader Maurice 
Kamto walked free from jail earlier 
this month after a military court or-
dered his release at Biya’s behest.

Of his supposed political ambi-
tions, Eto’o added: “A lot of people 
might be saying that it’s an idea I 
have, but I say to them it doesn’t ex-
ist in my mind at the moment.

“But every citizen has the right. If 
you want to stand, nobody is going 
to stop you. But in our country it is as 
though it is something reserved for 
certain people. Personally it is not an 
objective.”

The two-time Africa Cup of Na-
tions winner says he wants to move 
into coaching, although he has also 
taken a role with the Confederation 
of African Football.

“My role is to lobby the different 
federations to convince them to 
adhere to the work being done by 
president (Ahmad) Ahmad,” he said.

AFP

LIVERPOOL, England

DURING Unai Emery’s first interview as Arsenal 
manager in May 2018, he condensed his philosophy 
into one memorable soundbite: “I prefer to win 5-4 
than win 1-0.”

At a glacial Anfield on Wednesday, there was a 
23-minute period against a Liverpool side, with an 
average age of 23 years, 122 days, in which that ideol-
ogy was reflected on the scoreboard.

Joe Willock picked up the ball, drove forward and 
whipped a venomous, right-footed strike into the 
top-left corner to make it five goals to Arsenal and 
four to the hosts.

Then the major flaw in that methodology was un-
derlined when Liverpool debutant Neco Williams 
lofted a cross in to Divock Origi with the clock read-
ing 94 minutes.

The Belgian pulled away from his marker to volley 
on the turn and into the corner to send the game to 
penalties.

Gunners midfielder Dani Ceballos saw his spot kick 
saved by 20-year-old goalkeeper Caoimhin Kelleher, 
and in a matter of minutes, Arsenal went from win-
ning 5-4 in regular time to losing 5-4 in the shootout.

The result, even given the crazy, barely believable 
nature of the game, will not have done an already un-
popular Emery many favours.

With an already packed schedule to contend with, 
the Carabao Cup is nowhere near the top of Liver-
pool’s priorities, which was reflected by their squad 
that was more akin to an Academy team sheet.

The XI contained five players aged 20 and under 
-- including 16-year-old Harvey Elliott -- with goal-
keeper Adrian the only senior player on a substitute 
bench of kids. 

Arsenal had the stronger, more experienced 
matchday 18 on paper and more riding on reaching 
the quarterfinals of the competition.

The north Londoners had worked a 4-2 advantage 
by 54 minutes, courtesy of some fine work by the 
forgotten Mesut Ozil, and they should have squeezed 
any resistance out of Liverpool’s shadow side.

Instead, they showed zero grip of game manage-
ment nor signs of being streetwise, encouraging the 
likes of Rhian Brewster, Elliott and Origi to keep huff-
ing and puffing to blow their fragile defence down.

Anfield thriller shows that Liverpool, 
Arsenal are on different paths 

Liverpool reach League Cup quarters after 10-goal thriller against Arsenal
LONDON

LIVERPOOL reached the League Cup quarter-
finals in thrilling style as their incredible 5-5 draw 
against Arsenal was followed by a 5-4 penalty shoot-
out triumph, while Manchester United won 2-1 at 
Chelsea on Wednesday.

Both Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp and Arse-
nal boss Unai Emery made 11 changes for the fourth 
round tie, but the understudies served up one of the 
most entertaining games of the season at Anfield as 
the Gunners squandered multiple leads.

In the shoot-out, Dani Ceballos’ penalty was saved 
by 20-year-old Irish keeper Caoimhin Kelleher be-
fore Liverpool-born 18-year-old Curtis Jones con-
verted the winning kick.

Liverpool have won the League Cup a record eight 
times and they remain on course to lift the trophy 
for the first time since 2012.

“We were too open at times. We can talk about 
tactics but who cares on a night like this? I hoped 
for the boys they would have a game to remember,” 
Klopp said.

“It’s like a dream for them to play for the first time 
at Anfield. All our goals were wonderful.”

After Granit Xhaka’s astonishing outburst at Arse-
nal fans during Sunday’s traumatic Premier League 
draw with Crystal Palace, this was another body 
blow for Arsenal, who lost despite leading 3-1, 4-2 
and then 5-4 with seconds to go.

“A crazy match. At the end we were winning until 
the last action. Penalties are 50-50 and we lost. We 
are sad but we deserve more,” Emery said.

With an average age of 23 years and 122 days, it 
was Liverpool’s youngest starting eleven in any com-
petition since January 2017 as teenagers Neco Wil-
liams, Harvey Elliott, Rhian Brewster and Sepp Van 
Den Berg all featured.

Liverpool’s rookies went ahead after just six min-
utes as Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain sent over a low 
cross and Arsenal defender Shkodran Mustafi, slid-
ing in to clear, accidently deflected it onto his knee 
and into the back of his own net.

Arsenal drew level in the 19th minute via an assist 
from the rarely used Mesut Ozil, who was making his 
only his third appearance of the season and his first 
since September 24.

Ozil picked out Bukayo Saka in space and when 
his shot was saved, the unmarked Lucas Torreira 
slotted home.

- Origi heroics -
Emery’s team took the lead in the 26th minute 

through Gabriel Martinelli.
Martinelli struck again 10 minutes later with his 

seventh goal in seven appearances this season.
James Milner reduced Liverpool’s deficit with a 

43rd minute penalty, before Ainsley Maitland-Niles 
got Arsenal’s fourth goal in the 54th minute.

Oxlade-Chamberlain got one back for Liverpool 
with a thunderous long-range drive four minutes 
later.

And Divock Origi equalised with an even better 
strike in the 62nd minute as the Belgian spun sharp-
ly before blasting into the top corner from the edge 

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

Liverpool’s Curts Jones scores their winning penalty during the shootout against Arsenal. (Agencies)

Manchester United’s Marcus Rashford scores their second goal against Chelsea during their Carabao Cup - Fourth Round match at Stamford 
Bridge in London, Britain on Wednesday. Man United won 2-1. (Agencies)

of the area.
But Willock restored Arsenal’s lead in the 

70th minute with another contender for 
goal of the night, the midfielder sprinting 
away before unleashing a 25-yard rocket.

It was only the second time Liverpool 
have conceded five goals in a home match 
in the last 66 years.

Remarkably, Origi acrobatically volleyed 
Liverpool’s equaliser in stoppage-time, set-
ting the stage for their shoot-out success.

At Stamford Bridge, Ole Gunnar Solsk-

jaer was rewarded for naming a strong 
team as United beat Chelsea to continue 
their recent revival.

Solskjaer made just four changes, while 
Chelsea boss Frank Lampard made six and 
it was five-time League Cup winners Unit-
ed who came out on top as they enjoyed a 
third successive victory.

After Marcus Rashford and Anthony 
Martial both missed penalties in United’s 
win at Norwich on Sunday, Solskjaer’s team 
went in front thanks to a successful spot-

and in the end they made it a proper, spe-
cial football night.”

Emery echoed Klopp’s sentiments about 
entertainment that was “amazing for the 
supporters,” adding, “We were very close 
to the win and they equalised late, and pen-
alties are 50/50. We are disappointed in the 
end, defensively, because we conceded five 
goals, but there were a lot of positives for us 
to use for the future.”

One of those was Arsenal’s impressive 
18-year-old forward, Gabriel Martinelli, 
who scored twice on the night.

The Gunners are stocked with players 
with very high ceilings -- Matteo Guendouzi 
and Willock are two more examples -- but 
there are questions around whether Em-
ery is the right man to both advance their 
development and meet the ambitions of 

They obliged. It took just four minutes 
for former Arsenal midfielder-turned-Kop-
idol Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain to unsettle 
Arsenal with a 25-yard beauty.

After another four minutes, Origi’s glori-
ous turn and finish had matters level at 4-4.

When Willock buried his breathtaking 
hit in the 70th minute, Arsenal still showed 
no inclination to suck the spectacle out of 
the game and make the result safe.

The match, despite its nonsensical na-
ture, rubber-stamped what we already 
know about Liverpool and Arsenal at pre-
sent.

“We always keep on going. That’s our 
mentality,” Origi said of his side, who keep 
finding ways to win -- even if their schedule 
would’ve benefitted from exiting the Cara-
bao Cup.

Arsenal, conversely, wilt: They have con-
ceded nine goals in their past three match-
es in all competitions.

And so it was more than just a missed 
penalty that separated these teams in the 
chaos at Anfield.

“I was absolutely convinced we could 
give them a proper game, so that’s why we 
decided for that lineup,” Klopp said in a sa-
lute to how good he thinks his young play-
ers are, but it also seemed like analysis of 
how soft Arsenal can be.

“I enjoyed pretty much each second of 
the game, to be honest. I don’t know when 
I last had so much fun in a football game.

“I saw so many really good performanc-
es. I was so happy and pleased for the kid. 
Obviously, they will remember their first 
night at Anfield for the rest of their lives, 

kick in the 26th minute at the Bridge.
Daniel James was fouled by Marcos Alon-

so and Rashford stepped up to send Willy 
Caballero the wrong way from the spot for 
his sixth goal of the season.

Michy Batshuayi equalised from long-
range in the 61st minute, but Rashford’s su-
perb 30-yard free-kick won it for United in 
the 73rd minute.

Aston Villa moved into the last eight with 
a 2-1 win over local rivals Wolves.

   AFP

Distributed via ippmedia
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By Guardian Reporter

ULUGURU Girls cruised to 206-run drubbing of 
Mwanza’s Nyanza Girls in this year’s TCA Women Pre-
mier League’s clash which was played at Sokoine Uni-
versity Agriculture (SUA) venue in Morogoro early this 
week.

Uluguru Girls made the most of their innings, once 
they were presented with the chance to start batting, as 
they recorded 257 runs, losing six wickets in 40 overs.

Skipper Fatuma Omary made her experience count, 
as she recorded 111 runs for the Morogoro squad.

Adelphina Jeremiah also put scintillating displays at 
the crease, posting 72 runs. 

Mwanaidi Ammy and Martha Callist chipped in with 
25 runs and 13 runs respectively.

Nyanza Girls’ Mariam Juma had an impressive bowl-
ing spell, posting three wickets and conceding 44 runs 
in e overs.

In response, Nyanza Girls found the going tough, as 
they were skittled for 51 runs.

None of the Mwanza squad’s batters posted double 
digit igures, with Ummy Mkina and Mariam Mwesiga 
executing several knocks and scoring eight runs and six 
runs respectively.

Nyanza Girls, mostly consisting of inexperienced per-
formers, quickly lost steam in the innings, letting their 
tenacious opponents wrap up the victory early on.

Adelphine and Sonia Chachala mercilessly punished 
Nyanza Girls’ batters, in which Adelphine took four 
wickets, conceded eight runs in eight overs.

Chachala ended her spell with three wickets, leaking 
ive runs in four overs.

By Correspondent Mohamed Ugasa

FOR the irst time in history, Rotary 
Club of Bahari Dar es Salaam has placed 
RAV 4 car in tussle for any  amateur 
golfer who will be the irst to hit a hole-
in-one during its annual charity golf 
scheduled for Saturday at Dar es Salaam 
Gymkhana Club course.

Par three 10th is where the car donat-
ed by Minet Insurance will be available 
for the rare feat of the day.

Rotary Club of Bahari president, Ro-
tarian Hitesh Tanna, has conirmed 
availability of the car as a special mo-
tivation for the 18-hole stable ford day 
long tourney aimed at raising 40m/- to 
cater for charity.

The car becomes a special motivation 
in the tourney expected to attract over 
100 golfers of all ages. The winner will 
take the car for keeps and, in case no 
one wins, then the sponsor will retain it.

Never before had the Dar es Salaam-
based Rotarian club placed such a 
breathtaking and mouth-watering take 
away prize up for grabs throughout its 
eight past editions.

“This should provide additional ex-
citement and competition amongst our 
golf community,” Rotarian Tanna noted.

Kinondoni District’s Mtakuja Beach 
Secondary School stands as beneiciary 
of the charity proceeds aimed at trans-
forming the teaching and learning envi-
ronment.

The school serves almost 1300 pupils 
and is housed in a campus in the Kun-
duchi Beach front area. 

The Rotary Club of Bahari, in partner-
ship with the business community, Ro-
tary Foundation and the school will be 
investing in rehabilitating the water and 
sanitation systems in the school, so as 
to bring clean water, sanitation and hy-
giene services directly to the children, 
thereby reducing their exposure to wa-
terborne diseases. 

Creating healthier water systems in 
schools creates a positive cycle by sig-
niicantly improving school enrollment, 
attendance and improved academic 
performance. 

Children who attend school and learn 
positive health behaviours like washing 
hands, will take these behaviours home 
to their families. The project will also as-
sist the school to rehabilitate the class 
rooms and the furniture and also pro-
vide assistance to the school in access-
ing a reliable printing service. 

Rotary Club president Tanna said the 
objective of the project is to form an ef-
fective partnership between the school 
management, the parent community 
and the Rotary Club of Bahari to trans-
form the learning environment and put 
in place processes to ensure that the 
improvements are sustainable thereby 
resulting in lower school drop-out rates, 
decrease in diseases outbreak and an 
overall improvement in educational 
achievement.

President Tanna believes that 
by engaging and working together, 
Mtakuja Beach Secondary School can 
become amongst the leading one in 
the region and a model for effective 
partnership with community.

Over 300m/- has been raised in 
the past eight editions of the char-
ity tournament that contributed to-
wards various club service projects, 
making a significant difference in the 
community especially providing sup-
port to the underprivileged.

Tanna said in 2018 proceeds from 
golf tournament funds raised were 
used to provide artificial limbs to 
over 200 people and the year before 
the club donated 43m/- towards sup-
porting The Gift of Life to heal little 
hearts.

The Save A Child’s Heart Founda-
tion and The Jakaya Kikwete Cardiac 
Institute at Muhimbili National Hos-
pital that jointly organised teams of 
medical professionals who volunteered 
their time and expertise to perform 
life-saving heart surgeries at The Jakaya 
Kikwete Cardiac Institute.   They also 
trained local surgeons and nurses on 
how to deal with the complex cases and 
on intensive post-surgery care. 

Previously, the Rotary Club of Bahari 
supported projects that aimed at im-
proving literacy, sports and creativity, 
building of school libraries and equip-
ping the libraries with textbooks and 
youth economic empowerment. 

Liverpool reach League Cup quarters 

after 10-goal thriller against Arsena
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Yanga eager to stun 
Pyramids FC         

Uluguru Girls clobber Nyanza Girls 

in TCA Women Premier League

Dar golfers 

in tussle for 

car prize 

in Rotary 

tournament

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

 
TANZANIA’s soccer big guns, Yanga, jetted 

of to Egypt yesterday to face Pyramids FC in 
the return leg of the 2019/20 CAF Confedera-
tion Cup play ofs, which will take place on 
Sunday.

In a telephone interview held yesterday, 
Hassan Bumbuli, Yanga’s information oi-
cer, said a contingent of 20 players left the 
country yesterday and they are ready for the 
return leg.

He said an advanced party of two oicials, 
namely vice-chairman Fredrick Mwakale-
bela and executive committee member Ally 
Salum, arrived in Egypt on Wednesday.

“The team is departing the country today 
(yesterday) for the return leg, it is made up 
of 20 players and seven technical committee 
members and two oicials,” he said.

“All of the players are it and ready for the 
encounter, I’m sure of good results in Egypt,” 
he said.

Yanga lost 2-1 to Pyramids in the irst leg 
of the play ofs, which was played at CCM Ki-
rumba Stadium in Mwanza.

Aggregate winners of the play ofs will 
qualify for the group stage of the CAF Con-
federation Cup.

For Yanga to qualify for group stage, they 
must win by either two goals or more with-
out conceding a goal. 

Yanga’s head coach, Mwinyi Zahera, is re-
ported to have said his side has good players 
who can win any match.

He however, admitted that beating Pyra-
mids at their backyard is a tall order for his 
squad.

“They are a good side with good players, 
but equally we (Yanga) also have good play-

ers who can win at any venue and as a coach 
I’m conident that we can win at their back-
yard,” he said.   

In eight previous encounters against Egyp-
tian clubs, Yanga have never emerged aggre-
gate winners.

Yanga have lost ive times to Egyptian gi-
ants Al Ahly, twice to their Cairo rivals, Zama-
lek, and once to Ismaily. 

Yanga’s recent defeat to an Egypt outit 
was in the 2016 CAF Champions League, 
when Ahly scored a 96th minute goal to win 
2-1 on the night, and advanced to the group 
stage with 3-2 aggregate victory.

Pyramids, coached by Frenchman Sebas-
tien Desabre, consist of good players who 
can dictate results of the match anytime.

Desabre has a good experience of East Af-
rican football having coached Uganda senior 
national team ‘Cranes’.

Yanga midfielder, Mapinduzi Balama (2nd R), challenges Egypt’s Pyramids FC midfielder, Mohamed Fathi, in the first leg of the 2019/20 CAF Confederation 
Cup’s play offs played in Mwanza recently. PHOTO; COURTESY OF TFF   

Dar es Salaam junior football players put their skills to show during a special game, organized by an academy 
based in the city, at the Uhuru Stadium mid this week. The academy held the event to select players that will 
seek opportunity for professional stint in Europe. PHOTO; CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Zambia aim to inish incredible 

2019 on another high
KITWE

HOSTS Zambia head into the 2019 COSAFA Men’s 
Under-20 Championship having had an unbelievable 
year in regional tournaments in both the male and fe-
male categories.

Lusaka will stage the coveted inals between Decem-
ber 4-14, and Zambia will be among the favourites to 
lift the trophy, which has been won for the last two 
years by South Africa.

Should they do so it will be the continuation of an 
incredible six months for the country in COSAFA com-
petitions, which has so far seen them pick up two gold 
medals, two silvers and bronze medal.

Here is a low-down of their 2019 in the various re-
gional competitions.

The Zambia senior men’s side retained the COSAFA 
Cup title for the irst time since 2013 with a 1-0 victory 
over Botswana in the inal in Durban. They were full 
value for their tournament success.

Zambia could not quite do the ‘Double’ by claiming 
the women’s senior challenge as well but came un-
stuck against powerhouse South Africa in the inal to 
go home with the silver medal. 
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