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Rwanda Medical and dental Coun-cil (RMdC), the regulator for health care professionals, has said that they are closely monitoring developments regarding uncertainties that may arise from the closure of health facilities following a recent crackdown by the health ministry.
The government last month launched a countrywide inspection of private health facilities following a spate of public complaints about the services offered by these hospitals. The inspec-tion led to the closure of two hospitals; Baho International Hospital which was based in nyarutarama, Gasabo district and MBC Hospitals in nyarugenge. at the time, the ministry said that the in-spection was still ongoing for other fa-cilities. Both hospitals were closed over poor quality services offered.

dr. Jean-Claude Byiringiro, the act-ing Chairperson of the council told The new Times that their body believed there might be facts and findings high-lighting major safety issues which led to temporally suspension or closure of the health facilities. However, he added that when such decisions are made, there are people who are rendered job-less including members of the council.“It is important to look at all sides of the coin by also considering risks aris-ing from the temporary suspension or shutdown of such a facility as we also look at the safety of those patients who seek services at such hospitals,” he said. Byiringiro said that the council plans to conduct further investigation to see if there weren’t any malpractices like medical negligence among medical and dental practitioners from the facilities.“when we investigate any suspected malpractices and come to find system-

medical council speaks out after closure of private hospitals

By Correspondent Geoffrey Nangai

BanKS in Tanzania have reaffirmed their com-mitment to offer performance guarantee through contract financing to members of the private sector found eligible to take part in the implementation of supported with the International Mon-etary Fund’s 1.3trn/- extended to Tanzania Covid-19 emer-gency projects.
The interest rate for the short-term loans to be provided will be determined by the respective bank and the profile of the borrower. Speaking during a meeting organized by Tanzania Private Sector Foundation in dar es Salaam last week under the theme ‘Enhancing participation of the pri-vate sector in strategic projects for sustainable economic development,’ Tanzania Bankers association Chairman, abdulmajid nsekela said that since the projects will be im-plemented in a designated timeframe of only nine months, the banks will offer necessary financing to help the private sector fast-track them.

“There may be some delays if we use the usual loan pro-cedures that is the reason we opt for contract financing. Banks will be in a position to give you short-term loans to undertake these projects that should be payable between three or six months depending on the bank where one seeks the short-term loan,” nsekela said.He however urged the eligible tender winners to ensure value for money in line with the terms of reference by the government and its agencies. “1.3trn/- is a lot of money which will have a big impact on the finance sector. If possi-ble, the government should consider depositing this mon-ey into banks to boost liquidity,” he added.nsekela who doubles as CRdB Bank Plc’s Managing di-rector further urged members of the private sector who will be taking part in the implementation of the projects to work in line with the terms of reference and conditions to 

tBA chief assures private sector of rapid funding to implement emergency projects backed by imf

world Bank’s BioCarbon fund inaugurates innovative sustainable agriculture bankingBy Smart money reporter

THE world Bank’s BioCarbon Fund Initiative for Sustainable For-est Landscapes (ISFL) and Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF) launched an innovative Sustainable agricultural Banking Program last week. 
In a report, the bank said the five-week training course brought to-gether practitioners from financial institutions from around the africa region to make the business case for increasing access to finance for sus-tainable agriculture.

The report said the value-chain financing is based on transactions and relationships within the value chain and assesses the payment ca-pacity of participants in a particular value chain by looking at their deliv-ery record rather than their credit record alone.
VCF reduces risks as it reduces transaction costs for the bank, as delivery, servicing and monitoring can count on existing relationships 

within the chain; and it increases ac-cess to credit, markets, and informa-tion.
The goal of the program is to cata-lyze additional financing for actors in the value chain through greater use of value-chain financing. This will, in turn, protect forests, reduce landscape degradation, and support emission reductions of carbon diox-ide through climate-smart invest-ments, the report stated.

“at the end of the course, financial institutions will be able to analyze the risks in lending to agribusiness-es and develop customized financial products that best fit their clients’ needs,” said ISFL Fund Manager, Roy Parizat.
Parizat said following the comple-tion of the course, participants from seven african countries will have developed a value-chain financing proposal and prepared to add a new value-chain financing product to their institution’s portfolio.

“we are confident this program will contribute to the success of par-

ticipant institutions, allowing them to become leaders in the agricultural finance sector in their respective countries,” Parizat added. 
“when financial institutions suc-ceed, so too do farmers and off-tak-ers, as they gain increased access to the working capital and short-term loans required to achieve climate-smart sector transformation,” the ISFL Fund Manager noted.

access to finance remains one of the biggest barriers for agribusiness-es that wish to make this climate-smart transition. among financial institutions, there is a common per-ception that margins in the agricul-tural sector are too low and that ag-ricultural lending is characterized by risk and high costs, the report noted.The online program, taught by some of the world’s leading experts, is designed to be practical and hands-on, providing financial institu-tions with the technical knowledge and operational guidance needed to launch new value chain financing products. 

iSfL fund manager roy Parizat.

tanzania Bankers Association chairman Abdulmajid Nsekela speaks at a past event. 

atic issues, then we always report to the Ministry of Health. we plan to continue doing this and we shall even be more rigorous than probably how it used to be.” He added that even though they haven’t re-ceived any complaint from any side about any of their members suspected of malpractice, the inves-tigation they plan to conduct will give them the way forward.
“we investigate and if we find a person culpable, then we take disciplinary measures against them, including suspension or even indefinite withdrawal of medical practicing license,” he said, adding that their role is to ensure the medical practice is fully trusted by patients. after the closure of the two hos-pitals, there was a dilemma among former patients at these facilities, with some wondering if they need to seek another medical opinion.“People do not have to worry if they did not face any problem after being treated,” he said, adding that however, the audit they will conduct will estab-lish whether there are serious gaps that could allow some diagnostic mistakes.  “In such cases, people may be advised otherwise,” he said.

rwanda medical and Dental Council acting chairperson, Dr Jean-Claude Byiringiro. 

ensure that there is no going back and forth during the payment process. Speaking at the event, Tanzania Pri-vate Sector Foundation’s Vice Chair-man, Paul Makanza said the IMF emer-gency funding comes at a time when many manufactures in the country are struggling to increase production ca-pacities. 
“This is an opportunity for the pri-vate sector since many of the projects will be implemented by them. I urge the private sector to ensure that they provide quality work in line with the set timelines to protect your compa-nies’ reputations,” Makanza said.In general, the private sector called upon the government to consider pay-ing a 50 percent down payment to those who will be selected to take part in implementing the emergency Cov-id-19 projects.

President Samia Suluhu Hassan re-cently said while launching her govern-ment’s Economic Recovery Plan and Response to the Covid-19 pandemic that Ministry of Finance and Planning and other institutions that will benefit from the 1.3trn/- should ensure that the money is used for the intended pur-poses.
She indicated that the concessional loan from the IMF will be used to im-plement development projects includ-ing improving social services in the 

health sector, education, tourism, and water. President Samia directed that the projects be implemented by local contractors and urged the private sec-tor to use the opportunity to produce products that will be used in the imple-mentation of projects such as concrete and galvanized iron.
“The Plan is to be implemented with-in nine months and you should use a single-source procurement mecha-nism to reduce bureaucracy,” she said while instructing Minister of Finance and Planning dr Mwigulu nchemba to oversee and eliminate the bureaucracy connected to the tax exemptions on imported goods and products that will 

there may be some delays if we use the usual loan procedures that is the reason we opt for contract financing. Banks will be in a position to give you short-term loans to undertake these projects that should be payable between three or six months depending on the bank where one seeks the short-term loan
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‘Mining firms hired 7,151 
Tanzanians in 6 months’

By Guardian Reporter

CRDB Bank Plc yesterday handed 25bn/- 
as dividend gained from the government’s 
investment in the 2020/21 financial year.

Finance and Planning minister Dr Mwigulu 
Nchemba received the dividend at a CRDB 
headquarters event in Dar es Salaam, hailing 
the bank for the dividend, as the increase in 
dividend resulted from good performance last 
year.

“Issuing a higher dividend is a sign that the 
bank was doing well owing to strategies that 
have been put in place,” he stated, hinting that 
the money would be directly injected into 
projects lined up in the 2021/22 budget and 
the Third National Development Plan 2021/22 
to 2025/26, especially in the health sector.

He praised the bank for good performance 
in the first half of 2021 where profit increased 
by 26 percent from 70.4bn/- in 2020 to 89bn/-
, similarly lauding the bank’s initiatives in 
contributing to national development. Its tax 
contribution stood at 181.4bn/- last year, he 
stated.

“I am impressed by the CRDB Bank’s 
strategies to support the government in 
creating jobs through internship and graduate 

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Guardian Reporter

ZANZIBAR President Dr. Hussein Ali 
Mwinyi (pictured) has called on recently 
appointed ambassadors representing 
Tanzania in foreign countries to promote 
opportunities in the Isles blue economy 
sector, now setting the vision for the 
Zanzibar economy.

He made the remarks when he met with 
three envoys now moving to their stations 
of work, namely Anisa Mbega (India), 
Togolani Idriss Mavura (South Korea) and 
Innocent Shio (Ethiopia) who paid him a 
courtesy visit at the Zanzibar State House 

He remarked that South Korea had made 
great economic advances using the sea as 
a key aspect of its economic growth, in the 
fish processing industry, port construction 
and ship building. 

The envoys need to advertise Zanzibar 
tourist attractions, as countries like South 
Korea and India have at present only a 
handful of tourists coming to Zanzibar, he 
stated. 

He outlined efforts being undertaken by 
the Zanzibar government to push economic 
growth, including modernizing the port to 
incorporate various facilities that are vital 
for investment prospects.

Government strategies that are in place 

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE Ministry of Education, Science 
and Technology has outlined three 
priority areas for utilizing the sector’s 
64.9bn/- Covid-19 relief package including 
improving learning and teaching of 

students with special needs.
The money is part of the 1.3trn/- relief 

package provided by International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) to stimulate 
economy in sectors which have been 
mostly affected by Covid-19 pandemic.

Prof Joyce Ndalichako, the minister for 

By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

IMPRESSIVE performance in local content 
compliance has been registered in the past 
six months with a record number of people 
being employed in the mining sector.

The minister, Doto Biteko says that 7,151 
Tanzanians were employed in mining 
companies from April to September which 
equals 96 per cent of those recently employed, 
while 267 are new foreign employees, just 
four per cent of those hired during the period.

Addressing stakeholders at the ongoing 
Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) Week 
2021, themed: ‘CSOs contribution to 
national development,’ the minister said 
that 961companies providing services in the 
mining industry, (66 percent) are local firms, 
compared to the 506 foreign companies 
(or about 34 percent) approved to provide 
services by the mining commission.

Procurement services billed at $579.32m 
(63 percent of total) were obtained locally 
while $337.19m woth of such services (37 

Finance and Planning minister Dr Mwigulu Nchemba (C) displays a dummy cheque for 12bn/- in dividends to the government 
following investment in CRDB Bank Plc through the DANIDA investment Fund, the amount being part of a total of 25bn/- handed 
over to the government and its institutions at a ceremony held at the bank’s headquarters in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Others 
are CRDB board chairman Dr Ally Laay (2nd-R), Treasurer Registrar representative Joseph Mwaisemba (L), Danish Embassy 
representative Oscar Mkude (3rd-R), CRDB deputy board chairperson Prof Neema Mori (2nd-L), CRDB CEO and managing director 
Abdulmajid Nsekela (3rd-L) and CRDB board member Miranda Naiman. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Ministry targets special needs 
learners in 65bn/- IMF funds

Mwinyi tasks new 
envoys, revitalises 
links with Kenya

Education, Science and Technology, told a 
press conference here at the weekend that 
the funds will also be used in vocational 
education training and teachers’ education.

About 1.47bn/- has been allocated for 
improving teaching and learning for 

Mbeya regional commissioner Juma Homera pays his last respects at Igawilo Primary School yesterday to six former Tanzania 
Electric Supply Company Ltd (Tanesco) workers killed in a road crash in Mbarali District. Photo: Correspondent Nebart Msokwa

development programs,” he declared, 
elaborating that the government has taken 
several strategies this year to help improve 
financial sector performance.

This includes reducing the level of bank 
deposits in the central bank, establishing a 
lending fund for financial institutions and 
reducing amounts of capital required for 
providing loans to the private sector, he said

Danish ambassador Mette Norgaard Dissing-
Spandet said her country was proud of its 
investment with the CRDB Bank through the 
Danish International Development Agency 
(DANIDA).

She hailed the government for the strong 
cooperation it has been showing to Denmark, 
noting that the positive financial results that 
the bank has been recording show how it has 
seriously invested in innovative products and 
services that respond to current needs.

CRDB Bank board chairman Dr Ally Laay 
said the dividend handed over is part of 
the 165.2bn/- profit after tax obtained in 
the 2020/21 fiscal year, assuring the public 
that the bank will continue improving its 

nNot a cent for allowances, says Prof Ndalichako

Issuing a higher 
dividend is a sign 
that the bank was 
doing well owing to 
strategies that have 
been put in place

nCSOs refuse to 
be discouraged 
by pessimists

nDANIDA Fund has lion’s share of 12bn/- in dividend total
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focus on making sure that the 
Zanzibar Investment Promotion 
Authority (ZIPA) is enabled to 
perform professionally as a centre 
providing all services on investment 
issues within a short time, he stated. 

Envoys must also seek out foreign 
markets for seaweeds to assist 
farmers, while reaching out to 
investors ready to take up industrial 
sector opportunities, he said, citing 
the natural gas sector as an example.

On their part, the envoys assured 
President Mwinyi that they will 
initiate contacts to realise these 
expectations, thanking the president 
for the clarity he has added to their 

work.
 President Mwinyi also held 

discussions with the Kenyan High 
Commissioner Dan Kazungu, 
focused on the need for Zanzibar 
and Kenya to accelerate exchanges 
and new initiatives in trade and 
investments.

Dr Mwinyi stressed the need to 
formalize trade ties and creating 
a friendly environment at ports of 
entry and on sea vessels for traders 
to operate, given the proximity of 
the two neighbouring states.

The two sides reaffirmed their 
commitment to maintain the 
historic cultural relations for mutual 
benefit, a State House statement 
added.

FROM PAGE 1

Mwinyi tasks new envoys, 
revitalises links with Kenya

students with special needs so that 
they access quality education, she 
stated, elaborating that 707m/- will 
be spent in printing braille books for 
353 blind students and 3,591 others 
with impaired vision attending 
secondary schools.

The books to be printed will be 
part of 93,366 large print book 
copies intended to end the shortage 
of braille books for secondary 
school students with impaired 
vision and 9,178 copies of such books 
for the blind, she stated, elaborating 
that supporting gears for 410 higher 
learning students will be procured, 
with 770m/- allocated for this need.

About 57.9bn/- has been allocated 
for vocational education training 
and improving accessibility under 
the facility, including completing 
the construction of 25 colleges 
in various districts where about 
28.7bn/- will be taken up, she stated

This will see enrolment of 30,000 
students in vocational education 
colleges countrywide where 
construction of colleges for Geita, 
Simiyu, Njombe and Rukwa regions 
will be completed and fitted with 
the needed equipment, with 18.7bn/- 
allocated to see the work through, 
she explained.

About 1.04bn/- will be channeled 
for the constructions of dormitories 
of Morogoro Vocational Teachers 
Training College (MVTTC) to meet 
the increasing demand for teachers 
resulting from the larger numbers of 
students expected, courtesy of the 
relief facility.

The ministry plans to spend 
6.8bn/-for purchasing teaching 
gears and machines for 34 Folk 
Development Colleges (FDCs) so that 
students enrolled get the needed 
knowledge, skills and expertise to 

meet skills level needed by market 
players, she further asserted.

As for improving technical 
training and practical, Arusha 
Technical College (ATC) has been 
allocated    2.6bn/- for construction 
of two lecture halls, six lecture 
rooms, seven modern laboratories 
and 26 offices, she said.

Teachers’ education will be 
uplifted by constructing 41 
classrooms, three lecture halls and 
15 dormitories all costing 5.4bn/- 
at Butimba, Kasulu and Morogoro 
teachers’ colleges, she observed, 
cautioning implementing agencies 
that the projects should carry value 
for money and correct pricing. 
Not a cent should be used for 
payment of allowances, the minister 
emphasized.

The work plan and preparations 
should be done come to the ministry 
by end of this month and the 
projects be completed by late May 
next year as directed by President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan, she said. 

“The government is committed to 
improving provision of education 
and the support has come at the 
right time,” she added.

FROM PAGE 1

Ministry targets special needs 
learners in 65bn/- IMF funds

percent) was accessed from foreign 
markets, he stated. 

During the past six months, the 
sector has registered successes in 
revenues collection, management 
of local content and gold export, he 
stated, noting that the commission 
collected 290.68bn/- from mining 
royalty, clearance and inspection 
fees, along with annual rents. 

Revenues grew four percent 
compared to 279.88bn/- collected 
in the October 2020 to March 2021 
period, he said, pointing out that 
during fiscal 2020/21 June, a total of 
584.83bn/- mining sector revenue 
was collected, about 111 percent of 
the revenue target of 526.72bn/-.

He said gold exports continued to 
account for more than 75 percent 
of mining sector revenues, with 
exports of 30,956.74 kg of gold worth 
$1.4bn during the six month period.

New mining projects including the 
Lindi Jumbo Graphite and Nyanzaga 
Gold project worth $5.5bn/- together 
were in the final phase of revenue 
sharing talks

 About $380m/- in mining 
revenues from royalties and 
inspection fees from the projects 
during the period of mine life times 
put together, he said. 

Pursuing the theme of the role 
they play in national development, 
civil society organizations vowed 
to remain steadfast in their 
development agendas, as by doing 
so they complement government 
efforts to bring about national 
development. 

NGOs will not be discouraged 
by a cross section of people who 
downplay their activities or alleging 
that such organizations merely look 
for foreign funds for own benefits, 
Foundation for Civil Society (FCS) 
executive director Francis Kiwanga 
declared.

While CSOs have contributed 
immensely in national development, 
there are people labeling them as 
agents of foreign interests, he stated, 
arguing that CSOs have played a key 
role in the fight against corruption, 
observance of human rights and 
good governance, as well as in 
the health and education sectors, 

among other development areas. 
 There is a situation where at least 

55 percent of water projects funded 
by the government did not produce 
water and up to 33 per cent of water 
points were not working, but when 
NGOs empower the public, they 
manage to raise their voices, he 
stated. 

Anna Henga, the Legal and 
Human Rights Center (LHRC) 
executive director said CSOs have 
helped reduce delays of cases in the 
judiciary. 

As a lawyer and human rights 
activist, she at one time responded 
to a woman whose case lay in court 
for over 40 year and it ended after 
that action. CSOs have also helped 
in improving policies and solve land, 
marriage and family conflicts, she 
stated. 

She asserted; however, that 
government officials are making 
efforts at good governance, but the 
laws are unchanged. “It is wiser 
now that the laws and government 
practices go hand in hand,” she said, 
underlining that there is political 
will to observe the rule of law.

Audax Rukonge, executive 
director for the Agricultural Non 
State Actors’ Forum (ANSAF) noted 
that arguments between CSOs and 
the government notwithstanding, 
CSOs have contributed a lot to 
economic growth.

“Most CSOs have high levels of 
integrity and touch the lives of 
vulnerable people in rural areas,” he 
said, affirming that those touched by 
their work know the extent at which 
CSOs contribute to development. 

Ludovick Utouh, the former 
Controller and Auditor General 
(CAG) and executive director 
for Wajibu Institute of Public 
Accountability asserted that a lot has 
been done by CSOs, touching lives of 
the poor, airing the need to conduct 
specific research on what CSOs have 
contributed. It cannot be measured 
by amounts of money NGOs obtain 
or use, but how this has affected 
people’s lives, he emphasized.

Rebecca Gyumi, the Msichana 
Initiative founder, said negative 
views on CSOs should not make 
activists lose focus in their 
vocation.

FROM PAGE 1

‘Mining firms hired 7,151 Tanzanians in 6 months’

Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi holds talks with Kenya’s High Commissioner to Tanzania, Dan Kazungu (L), at Zanzibar State House yesterday. 
Photo: Zanzibar State House

President Samia Suluhu Hassan has an audience with United Nations Capital Development Fund executive secretary Preeti Sinha (L) at State House in Dar 
es Salaam yesterday. Photo: State House

services to meet shareholder 
expectations and enhance services 
to the general public.

“The shareholders’ conference 
conducted virtually in June 
approved a dividend of 22/- per 
share which is an increase of 37.5 
percent over the previous dividend, 
making this year’s dividend payout 
reach 58bn/-,” he elaborated.

He commended the government 

for generating a conducive 
investment environment, which has 
helped the bank to make its activities 
more effective and enhance its 
contribution to economic growth.

CRDB Bank executive director 
Abdulmajid Nsekela assured 
the minister that the bank will 
continue working closely with the 
government to improve financial 
services and enable more people 
including those in remote places to 

access credit services, promoting 
financial inclusion in the country.

The dividend to the government 
was handed over through the 
DANIDA fund, meanwhile as the 
bank also issued dividends to public 
institutions such as PSSSF, NSSF, 
ZSSF, NHIF, the Local Governments 
Loans Board, the Umoja Unit Trust 
scheme, the TCCIA Investment Co. 
Ltd, the Western Zone Tobacco 
Growers Cooperative Union Ltd 

(WETCU) as well as district councils 
like Mbinga (Ruvuma Region), 
Shinyanga, Mufindi (Iringa Region), 
Chunya and Rungwe (Mbeya 
Region).

The government is the main 
shareholder in CRDB Bank with 21 
percent of shares through DANIDA, 
an aid agency of the government of 
Denmark, with public institutions 
owning 17 percent of its shares, he 
added.

FROM PAGE 1

Treasury obtains 25bn/- CRDB dividend payout
The government 
is committed 
to improving 
provision of 
education and 
the support has 
come at the right 
time

By Guardian Reporter

PRIME Minister Kassim Majaliwa 
has directed police officials in Lindi 
Region to finaliSe   investigation and 
refer to court all suspects involved in 
the theft of 135 pieces of steel round 
bars from the ward construction 
project at Nachingwea district 
hospital.

“All those involved in the theft 
should be dealt with as quickly as 
possible because if we cannot do 
that today, to make them know of 
their responsibilities to the people, 
many development projects will 
stall,” he said.

He issued the directives yesterday 
after inspecting the ward project 
at Nachingwea District hospital 
during his working visit to inspect 
development projects in Lindi 
Region.

He also instructed Nachingwea 
District medical officer Dr Charles 
Mtabo to be watchful in his 
supervision of health services in the 
district in order to make sure the 
aims of the phase vi government in 
regard to the sector are realised.

For his part, Nachingwea District 
doctor-in-charge, Dr Ramadhani 
Maiga said the ward project 
being built in two phases is being 

implemented from district council 
internal revenues and will cost 
184m/-.

In another development, the 
Prime minister spoke to councillors, 
public servants and residents of 
Nachingwea District during which 
he stressed upon them to realise that 
they were in Nachingwea District to 
serve the people, hence they should 
perform their duties accordingly.

He told them his responsibility 
is to see every directive from 
President Samia Suluhu Hassan is 
implemented to provide positive 
results.

Majaliwa also appealed to the 
councillors to supervise all revenue 
sources and should make sure all 
revenue collected is paid into the 
Council’s Fund and urged them 
to identify other revenue sources 
instead of depending on levies from 
cashew nuts and sesame only.

He said the government has 
provided the district more than 
2bn/- for implementing various 
development projects in the district.

“I stress that the money should be 
used for the purposes intended and 
all projects should be implemented 
to the acceptable standards, and 
we shall not tolerate embezzlers of 
public funds,” he added.

‘Speed up investigation
over theft of round bars’ 
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By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

A TOTAL of 118 illegal migrants from various 
countries have been arrested by Immigration 
officials in Mbeya Region in a period of three 
months from July to September this year, 
many of whom are believed to enter Tanzania 
through unauthorized routes.  

Mbeya region immigration officer, Kigongo 
Shikile told reporters here at the weekend 
that the migrants were nabbed in a special 
crackdown conducted in various areas in the 
region. 

Shikile said the operation was conducted 
in border areas, bus stands, mining areas and 
other areas employing people with some of 
them found working without permits.

He said 85 of the migrants were Malawian 
nationals and 33 from other nations, and added 
that they decided to conduct an impromptu 
crackdown following the existence of 
multitudes of foreigners entering the country 
through unauthorised routes.

“Some of these people could be dangerous 
as we do not know their real motives or what 
they come with while some of them could 

be carriers of some infectious diseases,” said   
Mbeya Immigration boss.

He said some of these foreigners even 
engaged themselves in productive activities 
while others had themselves employed in 
various areas including in farms, mining as 
well as domestic workers.

He said apart from the exercise conducted 
they also make frequent inspection in big 
cargo trucks and passenger buses as these 
have been found to be major carriers of illegal 
migrants.

“As for now, we will be very serious because 
entry into the country of illegal migrants is 
becoming rampant, and that many of these 
are assisted by some Tanzanians,” he added.

Some Mbeya Region residents have said 
there is a huge problem regarding entry 
of foreigners who work in various places 
including some as bar attendants.

Among them, Joseph Mwangupili said as 
for now there are many dangerous diseases 
that could spread from one nation to another 
via these foreigners, and called defence and 
security organs to boost patrols in border 
areas to arrest the situation.

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa draws the curtain yesterday to launch Nachingwea Boys Special Secondary School in Lindi Region. 
Right is Nachingwea legislator Dr Amandus Chingwile and left is Nachingwea district commissioner Hashim Komba. Photo: PMO

Immigration officials arrest
118 illegal migrants in Mbeya  

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Arusha

MORE than 3.5 million people in five 
regions in mainland are going to benefit 
from the fourth phase of the Tanzania 
Social Action Fund (TASAF) which was 
launched in Arusha.

TASAF executive director Ladislaus 
Mwamanga stated here during the 
National Launch that this new fourth 
phase will be executed in 33 district and 
municipal councils in Arusha, Njombe, 
Geita, Mwanza and Simiyu regions in 
span of one year from November 2021 to 
October 2022.

In the just sailed 4th TASAF phase, 

the government is disbursing 130bn/- 
to undertake a total of 1500 poverty 
reduction projects in the five regions for 
the next twelve months.

The minister from the President’s Office, 
Public Service Management and Good 
Governance Mohammed Mchengerwa 
graced the launch of the TASAF’s fourth 
phase in Arusha and insisted that the 
initiative still targets poverty alleviation 
among rural residents.

According to the minister, 600 projects 
will address the issue of employment 
creation among the youth; 372 projects 
for infrastructure, and 528 projects 
will deal with TASAF core mission of 

domestic income generation.
Already Arusha has received 1.5bn/- of 

the cut from the central government, in 
the month of October, this is according 
to the Regional Commissioner, John 
Mongella.

The first and second phases of TASAF 
executed between 2005 and 2015 
benefitted 2 million people in Lindi 
and Mtwara regions, accounting for 5.3 
percent of the country’s population.

In the third phase 743 projects 
for health, water, education and 
infrastructure developments were 
executed in 13 district councils in Arusha 
and Njombe districts.

130bn/- to benefit 3.5m people in five regions 
as TASAF 4th  phase projects  start nationally
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In the third phase 743 
projects for health, 
water, education 
and infrastructure 
developments were 
executed in 13 district 
councils in Arusha and 
Njombe districts
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Dr Zainabu Chaula (L), Permanent Secretary in the Information, Communications and Information Technology 
ministry, presents an award to Vodacom Tanzania’s Director of Corporate Affairs, Rosalynn Mworia, during the 
annual ICT conference held in Arusha city at the weekend. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

MINISTER of State, Prime 
Minister’s Office, (Policy 
Parliamentary Affairs, Labour, 
Youth, Employment and Persons 
with Disability), Jenista Mhagama 
has directed local government 
authorities (LGAs) to cooperate 
with private sector, especially those 
working to empower youths and 
create employment opportunities.

Mhagama made the appeal here at 
the weekend, saying such investors 
help support government initiatives.

She said the government alone 
cannot fulfill the ever growing 
job demands, noting that through 
cooperation with private sector 
players, youths can get direct 
employments or engage in self-
employment activities.

The minister made the remarks 
while officiating at the opening of 
event to mark 5th anniversary of 
JATU PLC, a Tanzanian company 
involved with agriculture, industries 
and markets. The company connects  
farmers, buys their produce and sells 
them through network marketing 
system.

“It is very unfortunate that 
there are some leaders at the 
local government authorities who 
frustrate efforts of such investor 
that have lived to the vision of 
empowering youth, women and 
poor farmers” she said.

Mhagama categorically stated 

that the government would not 
tolerate such leaders as they are 
derailing government efforts to 
advance national development by 
empowering people.

She said instead of discouraging 
such investors, government officials 
need to embrace them and adopt 
strategies as well as models they 
use that provide positive results and 
huge successes.

The minister was responding 
to one of the challenges pointed 
out by JATU PLC leaders, saying 
that while they work to bring such 
notable changes, there are some 
LGAs where leaders give conflicting 
actions where one gives a go ahead 
permission and the other give 
objection.

Minister Mhagama applauded the 
company for the good work since its 
establishment, saying, “This is one 
of the best local company, under 
leadership of Tanzanian young 
men that has helped change lives of 
Tanzanians and beyond”.

The minister explained that at the 
beginning she was skeptical that the 
company would reach such height, 
starting with a capital of 1bn/- but 
through strong stewardship it is 
now worth 15bn/- and has invested 
in stock market.

She was even moved by the 

company’s plan to establish 
insurance company and commercial 
bank, among other enterprises.

Speaking at the same event, 
former Prime Minister, Mizengo 
Pinda urge young people in the 
county to follow suit of leaders 
at JATU PLC whom he termed as 
doing wonders by investing in the 
agriculture sector despite having 
studied laws.

“As youths it is important to note 
that regardless of your certificates 
you can still prosper in agriculture” 
he told groups of young people who 
attended the event, adding that they 
need to have mindset change and 
look at agriculture as an area for 
investment.

Earlier JATU PLC managing 
director, Peter Isare urged the 
public to develop a culture of buying 
shares on listed companies so that 
they can be part of the economy but 
also benefit through profit sharing 
in case of success.

He said the core Vision of JATU 
PLC is to become a leading public 
company in producing quality 
products and good services within 
and beyond the country, and to 
create employment opportunities 
to Tanzanians, intended to enhance 
income for individuals and 
maximize government revenues.

Minister Mhagama urges LGAs
to cooperate with private sector 

By Felister Peter

THE emergence of unexpected new coronavirus 
variants across the world threatens efforts to combat the 
disease, hence the need for people to get vaccinated.

Speaking during an awareness meeting to cancer 
patients on the importance of receiving the COVID-19 
jabs, health experts were concerned that the country’s 
strategies to combat the spread of the disease may fail if 
the new variants continue to emerge.

The meeting which was held at the Ocean Road Cancer 
Institute (ORCI) over the weekend was organised by 
Jhpiego with support from USAID through MOMENTUM 
Country and Global Leadership (MCGL). The event was 
also attended by representatives from the Ministry of 
Health, Community Development, Gender, Elderly and 
Children.

Muhimbili University Health and Allied Science 
(Muhas) medical microbiology and immunology Dr 
Eligius Lyamuya said the only way to fight unexpected 
new variants is for citizens to get vaccinated. He said 
receiving the jabs would largely control the spread of the 
disease.

“We are lucky that we have already received the 
second consignment of Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccines. 
People should turnout in good numbers for vaccination. 
People’s resistance to receiving the jabs might affect the 
government strategies to fight the new wave variant of 
Coronavirus,” he said.

He cited that when two Tanzanians visited Angola 
recently it surprised people that they were found with 
a new variant that was completely different from the 
usual virus. He said the detected variant was taken to the 
World Health Organization (WHO) for examination.

Dr Lyamuya added: “I am not saying there is a new 
virus in the country but we must all know that covid 
variant changes. Research are ongoing worldwide on the 
new variant to see if it can increase more diseases.”

According to him, COVID-19 is still a threat in the 
country, thus people should take preventive measures 
to protect themselves and others, especially those who 
are vulnerable to the virus.

Dar es Salaam city immunization officer Martin 
Kalongolela said many people have so far received the 
Sinopharm vaccine, adding they have also increased the 
number of vaccination centers from 46 to 76.

“Since October 20 this year, a total of 200 people in 
Ilala District have been administered with the new jab—
Sinopharm,” he asserted.

Kalongolela said decisions to increase the number 
of vaccination centers was meant to bring the service 
closer to the people. He expressed optimism that more 
people will go for the vaccines as centers are near their 
residences.

Tanzania received 1,058,000 doses of J&J Covid-19 
vaccines from the US government in July.

President Samia Suluhu Hassan was the first to receive 
the vaccination in July as the country finally started to 
administer the vaccinations.

On October 8, the country received another 
consignment of 1,065,000 doses of Covid-19 vaccine 
from China’s Sinopharm which is what the government 
has already started distributing.

New coronavirus 
variants threaten 
global efforts to 
combat Covid-19

Since October 20 this year, 
a total of 200 people in Ilala 
District have been administered 
with the new jab—Sinopharm



Tuesday 26 October 2021 	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             5

NATIONAL.NEWS  

By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

MIKUMI National Park in 
Morogoro Region and the Tanzania 
Wildlife Research Institute (TAWIRI) 
have embarked on special research 
to find out major factors behind 
the increasing incidents of wildlife 
attacks on human settlements and 
properties.

The study will specifically look 
on factors that push jumbos to 
frequently attack human settlements 
destroying properties and farms.

Speaking to journalists at the 
park, Assistant Commissioner for 
Conservation at the Mikumi National 
Park Mathew Mombo said the 
research has already commenced in 
villages surrounding the park.

He said the study is aimed to 
determine behaviours of the 
animals where they will put special 
equipment to them and closely 
monitor their location and find if 
they go out of the reserve to be taken 
back immediately.

“The research aims to find out 
solutions that will help reduce the 
challenge and keep the animals 
from going to people’s settlements 

to attack and cause destruction,” he 
said.

He said that as they are on-
going with the research, they 
have formed a special task force 
to closely monitor daily moves 
of the animals, a work which is 
conducted 24 hours.

“We are also hurt by this challenge, 
we take this problem. This is why 
we have decided to come up with 
this project that we hope is going to 
help,” Mombo said.

He said the park also works closely 
with local government leaders of the 
surrounding villages, training them 
to report whenever they notice the 
animals are in their areas for quick 
response.

Samuel Mtoka from TAWIRI said 
once completed, the research will 
greatly help address the challenge 
which has existed for years 
thus affecting people and their 
development.

He urged residents surrounding 
the park to plant pepper crops in 
the edge of their fields, embark on 
beekeeping and use smoke from 
animal dung to scare away the 
elephants.

Natural Resources and Tourism minister Dr Damas Ndumbaro pictured at the weekend assisting a resident of Swaga-Swaga village in Kondoa District, 
Dodoma Region, in carrying water drawn from a newly launched shallow well. Photo: Correspondent Peter Mkwavila

Mikumi National Park comes 
together with Tawiri in study 
on reasons for rise in wildlife 
attacks on human settlements

By Correspondent James Kandoya

THE government has tasked financial institutions to 
increase lending to the private sector to facilitate the 
construction of industrial parks which will accommodate 
investors.

Speaking during a meeting with the private sector 
over the weekend, Minister of State in Prime Minister’s 
Office- responsible for Investment Geoffrey Mwambe 
said industrial parks was one of President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan’s priorities to attract investment.

Mwambe said that the private sector can construct 
industrial parks, hire them to investors and charge fees 
to them to repay loans.

He said that once industrial parks are already in 
place, investors cannot request for incentives from the 
government since everything will be functioning.

“Allocating industrial parks is the modern way of 
investing. I therefore ask financial institutions to offer 
loans to the private sector to build industrial parks to 
attract foreign investors,” he said.

He said the government had identified other industrial 
parks areas in Arusha, Mwanza, Kigoma and developed 
that of Bagamoyo in the Coast region.

The Tanzania Bankers Association Chairperson 
Abdulmajid Nsekela said banks are ready to support 
financing of the public sector to establish strategic 
investments like industrial parks.

He said in order to achieve the goal, the fund should 
be ring-fenced in order to avoid misallocation of funds 
hence value for money is not realized.

“We are ready to finance the private sector with either 
short or long-term loans after meeting all criteria to 
attract flow of investors,“ he said.

Four months ago, this year, Industries and Trade 
Minister Prof Kitila Mkumbo said the government was 
finalising legal processes to enable local government 
authorities to supervise special economic processing 
zones to enable Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) 
invest in their respective areas.

The plan would also see local authorities start 
economic development centres that will oversee all 
matters of trade and investment in each area.

Speaking at a forum bringing together investment 
stakeholders in Dar es Salaam Prof Mkumbo said 
however that selected few processing zones will remain 
in the hands of the central government.

He said currently, EPZ is mandated to manage the 
special economic zones in the country, adding that 
the comprehensive evaluation of the programme and 
implementation of the EPZ will enable it to know the 
challenges and success.

On July 8, this year, in her tour, President Samia 
stressed on need to earmark reliable lands for 
establishment of industrial parks in Morogoro Region, 
enough to accommodate big inflow of investors.

Minister now directs 
financial institutions 
to give more support
to the private sector, 
enable construction 
of industrial parks

We are ready to finance the 
private sector with either 
short or long-term loans 
after meeting all criteria to 
attract flow of investors
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By Correspondent Christina Mwakangale

THE government is set to establish a special system to 
provide health insurance to children under the age of 
five immediately after birth instead of the current free 
medical care.

Minister of State in the President’s Office (Regional 
Administration and Local Government) Ummy Mwalimu 
said in the beginning the government will revise the free 
medical treatment for children under the age of five to 
accommodate the insurance plan.

Minister Mwalimu was speaking over the weekend 
during an event to commemorate World Spina Bifida 
and Hydrocephalus day which took place in Dar es 
Salaam.

She ordered local government authorities to establish 
programmes that will improve the livelihoods of the 
disabled including their parents and caretakers of 
children with spina bifida and hydrocephalus.

“The government will revise the free medical 
treatment policy for children under the age of five,” she 
said.

The commemoration which was coordinated by 
Association for Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus 
Tanzania (ASBAHT) is aimed at raising awareness and 
understanding about spina bifida and hydrocephalus. 

Hakim Bayakub, chairman of ASBAHT said the day is 
also important to attract stakeholders on the role of the 
society in protecting for the rights of children suffering 
from the birth defect. 

It is estimated that from 2016 to now over 800 children 
with Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus were born in 
various hospitals in the country which is an average of 
4,000 per year.

Already 84 countries including Tanzania have signed 
an agreement for food fortification, but the question 
remains whether the food plan will be implemented in 
factories and the foods be bought and consumed?

The world commemorates World Spina Bifida and 
Hydrocephalus Day on 25th October with an aim of 
raising awareness and understanding about it.

Despite advances in medicine and healthcare, 
many children and adults living with Spina Bifida 
and Hydrocephalus still don’t have access to the 
right treatment and care services and stigma and 
discrimination remain a reality in many countries.

Besides, people are not aware about many facts 
regarding Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus and ways to 
prevent neural tube defects.

The World Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus Day is 
very significant as it reminds the public and policy 
makers that Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus are a 
reality and that is imperative to increase awareness 
about them and improve the lives of people living with 
these impairments.

By Guardian Reporter

ZANZIBAR President Dr Hussein Mwinyi has asked 
financial institutions to use the housing shortage facing 
the Isles as an opportunity to build more and cover the 
gap and do business.

Dr Mwinyi made the remarks over the weekend in a 
speech read on his behalf by the Second Vice President, 
Hemed Suileman Abdulla during the Zanzibar house 
exhibition organised by the Ministry of Lands and 
Housing Development in the islands.

The aim of the exhibition was to bring together 
stakeholders to share experiences about housing 
shortage.

The VP also invited investors and companies to invest 
in Zanzibar while assuring them of a better environment 
for investment. The exhibition carried the theme ‘Good 
land use is an opportunity to boost Zanzibar’s economy.’

According to Second VP, the government of Zanzibar is 
in the process of establishing new cities to build modern 
houses including Matemwe, Chumbuni and Kilimani on 
the Unguja side-with Pemba allocating the areas of Finya 
and Mfikiwa.

Zanzibar Minister of Lands and Housing Development, 
Riziki Pembe Juma said that the exhibition aimed to 
support the concept of the blue economy which aims 
to improve the economic situation of Zanzibar and its 
people.

Commenting on their participation the NCBA Bank 
Tanzania Limited, Relationship Manager, Mulindwa 
Tishekwa, said they were aware that housing was the 
dream of many people in the journey of their lives. “Many 
of life’s plans go well if one has a good and permanent 
home that meets the needs of the family.”

“NCBA has come to give good news to all customers 
and participants that we have services that can lead 
their dreams to come true. Our cheap loans will enable 
you to build or complete houses and construction of any 
kind for individuals, companies and organizations,” said 
Tishekwa.

Mwinyi urges financial 
institutions to construct 
more houses in Zanzibar

Health insurance: 
Govt looking for 
new modalities of 
serving under-5s

The government will revise 
the free medical treatment 
policy for children under 
the age of five
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By Getrude Mbago

THE implementation of the “Farmers and 
Pastoralists Collaboration (FPC)” project has 
transformed the mindsets and lives of over 
3,000 pastoralists and farmers in Morogoro 
and Mvomero districts of Morogoro Region.

Implemented by the Sustainable Agriculture 
Tanzania (SAT), the six-year project has 
instilled organic farming knowledge and skills 
among the groups thus promoting natural 
and conservation farming which eventually 
helped to improve income and reduce farmers 
and pastoralists conflicts.

Janet Maro, SAT executive director said 
to support efforts to address farmers and 
pastoralists conflicts, the organization 
embarked on the project which will go until 
2022.

She told ‘The Guardian’ in an interview 
that the project has also helped to increase 
income, balanced nutrition and strengthened 
climate resilience.

Supported by Biovision and Liechtensteiner 
Development Service (LED), the project’s 
major goal is to enhance sustainable 
livelihoods of farmers and pastoralists through 
agro-ecological practices creating a solution 
where both parties can create local circular 
economies, everyone benefits, and conflicts 
are drastically reduced.

According to Maro, the FPC project is 
implemented in two phases whereby the first 
phase was implemented from 2017 to 2019 
and the second phase goes up to 2022.

“The first phase of the FPC project had a 
huge impact. Most pastoralist communities 
now have the ability to grow their own pasture 
for their livestock, and confrontations with 
farmers have decreased.” Maro said.

She said that the first phase of the project 
was implemented for three years benefiting 
over 3000 farmers and pastoralists with other 
3,212 set to benefit from the current second 
phase.

Maro said that in 2017, over 192 farmers and 
31 pastoralists received training in organic 
cultivation of seasonal crops. Besides that, 
another 131 pastoralists were mobilized and 
trained on sustainable livestock keeping.

She said from January up to the end of 
February 2018, over 178 farmers in eight 

different groups were mobilized. SAT also 
mobilized 250 farmers and 40 pastoralists in 
2019.

She said that the series of activities that 
enabled the project to reach its goals includes 
facilitation on agro-ecological methods that 
also covers training on organic farming 
methods and certification of organic farmers 
to enable farmers supply organic certified 
products to the available markets.

“Such training is complemented with 
capacity building of the farmer groups, so 
that they gain skills in leadership, marketing 
and saving as well as lending. Special focus 
was hereby in supporting women who have 
especially from the pastoralist community 
reduced freedom in creating income,” she 
said.

She noted that in recent decades, pastoralist 
and farmer conflicts in many parts of Tanzania 
spread violence, loss of property and massive 
displacement of people who were injured and 
even killed.

“These conflicts are nurtured with 
shrinking grazing lands due to pressures 
from the growing human population which 
is accompanied with need for land for arable 
crop farming, so the implementation of FPC 
project FPC project creates mutual benefits 
for both farmers and pastoralists through 
agro-ecology farming,” she asserted.

Agro-ecology is the application of ecological 
principles to the interactions between human 
beings and their environment, as well as to their 
consequences, with the goal of minimizing the 
negative effects of certain human activities. It 
aims at protecting the environment, ensuring 
the sustainable renewal of the natural 
resources (water, soil, biodiversity,) necessary 
for production, and making sparing use of 
non-renewable resources.

By gradually eliminating the use of chemicals, 
it strives toward implementing organic 
farming, thus contributing to improving the 
health of farmers and consumers alike.

From-L: Tanzanian fashion designer and businessperson Christine Kissa Zimba alias Kiki Zimba, Miss Tanzania (2012) Brigitte Alfred 
and Tanzanian fashionista and stylist Rio Paul toast in Dar es Salaam mid-last week in celebrating the annual Moët & Chandon Grand 
Day – with the world-renowned premium champagne. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Alima Nkwong, HMC

THE Tanzania Human Rights Defenders 
Coalition (THRDC) has advised the people 
of Ngorongoro District, Arusha Region to 
elect an altruistic and visionary leader who 
will effectively represent challenges of the 
community in the parliament and commit 
to make Ngorongoro a more attractive 
place for the international community.

THRDC National Coordinator Onesmo 
Olengurumwa made the remarks recently 
when responding to the people’s demand 
for him to run for the post of the Member 
of Parliament (MP) which he turned down 
explaining that in his current position he 
has the opportunity to serve a more larger 
and diverse public including those of 
Ngorongoro.

“Choose a very experienced leader who 

will work for the common interest of the 
people, showcase the existing potentials 
making a difference in the area so as to lure 
tourist influx,” he cautioned.

He appreciated the people for believing 
in him and recommended him for that 
position. It should be noted that the 
people’s suggestion for him to consider 
representing them at the parliament as the 
MP comes shortly after the death of the 
former MP of the Ngorongoro Constituency 
William Ole Nasha who was also the Deputy 
Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s 
Office (Investment).

The Ngorongoro Conservation Area 
(NCA) known for its richness in flora and 
fauna is under the threat of the rapidly 
growing population from 40,000 in 
1994 to over 200,000 people from the 
Maasai, Datooga and Hadzabe ethnic 

groups, including a very large number 
of cattle, sheep and goat making the area 
overpopulated putting the wildlife at a high 
risk to be extinct.

Due to this, there have been restrictions 
imposed in the name of “conservation” 
that have driven an ongoing hunger crisis 
for indigenous pastoralist communities 
living within the Ngorongoro Conservation 
Area in Tanzania.

Report shows that the Tanzanian 
government is thinking of ways to reduce 
population of the Maasai on the land they 
have sustainably stewarded for centuries. 
Focused on bolstering tourism revenues, 
the plan proposes the eviction of tens 
of thousands of Maasai pastoralists and 
would decimate the livelihoods of those 
remaining making it more challenging to 
them.

Project transforms lives 
of over 3,000 pastoralists 
and farmers in Morogoro 

Elect people sure to help you solve your problems, 
rights coalition calls upon residents of Ngorongoro

“The first phase of the FPC project 
had a huge impact. Most pastoralist 
communities now have the ability to grow 
their own pasture for their livestock, 
and confrontations with farmers have 
decreased”
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A
s communities in Africa 
start to rebound from 
the initial impacts of 
the novel coronavirus 

pandemic and look ahead, the 
importance of creating millions of 
jobs for the continent’s booming 
youth population cannot be 
overstated. This will require 
concerted efforts across myriad 
sectors. One sector that is brimming 
with vast and untapped resources, is 
agriculture.  

The future of food on the continent 
is in the hands of African farmers, 
particularly our young farmers, of 
whom we are in desperately short 
supply. About 60 per cent of Africans 
are under 25 years old, but the 
average age of Africa’s smallholder 
farmers is over 60 years.

Too many young people view 
farming as exhausting work with 
antiquated tools for very low 
pay. A report released by Heifer 
International in August 2021 
explained why young people are 
turning away from agriculture.   With 
the appropriate financing, training, 
and access to technologies, many 
more African youth would seriously 
consider pursuing a career in 
agriculture. 

The survey, which included 
focus groups with farmers and tech 
companies, revealed evidence of 
rapidly growing agritech start-ups 
operated by creative young people 
across the continent. By encouraging 
and supporting this new generation 
of innovators, the report says 
that access to labour-saving and 
transformative technologies for huge 
numbers of smallholder farmers, 
can be boosted.

Youth is the time of life when one 
is young, and often means the time 
between childhood and adulthood 
(maturity).  It is also defined as 
‘the appearance, freshness, vigor, 
spirit, etc., characteristic of one 

who is young”.  Its definitions of a 
specific age range varies, as youth 
is not defined chronologically as 
a stage that can be tied to specific 
age ranges; nor can its end point be 
linked to specific activities, such as 
taking unpaid work or having sexual 
relations.  

Youth is an experience that 
may shape an individual’s level 
of dependency, which can be 
marked in various ways according 
to different cultural perspectives. 
Personal experience is marked by 
an individual’s cultural norms or 
traditions, while a youth’s level of 
dependency means the extent to 
which they still rely on their family 
emotionally and economically. 

However, there are roughly 1.8 
billion reasons you should take note. 
Today’s ‘peak’ youth generation 
represents the largest in human 
history, and more than half the global 
population is under the age of 30. 
Perhaps even more consequential to 
the security and economic landscape 
is that lower income--often volatile 
regions-- house a significant majority 
of young people worldwide. Poverty, 
inequality, conflict and displacement 
threaten stability and peace, and 
disrupt commerce and markets by 
subverting growth. Youth tend to 
be disproportionately affected by 
economic shocks as  

While youth can be a boon to 
economies, hundreds of millions 
of young people are neither in 
school nor work; and many labor 
markets can’t keep pace in creating 
enough jobs to absorb new entrants 
contributing to alarming levels of 
unemployment. And though youth 
yearn to work, innovate, and be 
entrepreneurial, the inability of 
hundreds of millions to do so is 
undermining growth and costing 
the world billions of dollars, driving 
migration and destroying the social 
fabric of many communities.  

O
steoporosis is 
a systemic skeletal 
disorder characterised 
by low bone mass, 

micro-architectural deterioration 
of bone tissue leading to bone 
fragility, and consequent increase in 
fracture risk. It is the most common 
reason for a broken bone among 
the elderly.  Bones that commonly 
break include the vertebrae in the 
spine, the bones of the forearm, and 
the hip.  Until a broken bone occurs 
there are typically no symptoms. 
Bones may weaken to such a degree 
that a break may occur with minor 
stress or spontaneously. After the 
broken bone heals, the person may 
have chronic pain and a decreased 
ability to carry out normal activities.  

Osteoporosis may be due to 
lower-than-normal maximum bone 
mass and greater-than-normal 
bone loss. Bone loss increases after 
menopause due to lower levels of 
estrogen. Osteoporosis may also 
occur due to a number of diseases 
or treatments, including alcoholism, 
anorexia, hyperthyroidism, kidney 
disease, and surgical removal of 
the ovaries. Certain medications 
increase the rate of bone loss, 
including some antiseizure 
medications, chemotherapy, 
proton pump inhibitors, selective 
serotonin reuptake inhibitors, and 
glucocorticosteroids. Smoking, 
and too little exercise are also risk 
factors.  Osteoporosis is defined 
as a bone density of 2.5 standard 
deviations below that of a young 
adult. This is typically measured by 
dual-energy X-ray absorptiometry.   

Prevention of osteoporosis 
includes a proper diet during 
childhood and efforts to avoid 
medications that increase the rate of 
bone loss. Efforts to prevent broken 

bones in those with osteoporosis 
include a good diet, exercise, and 
fall prevention. Lifestyle changes 
such as stopping smoking and 
not drinking alcohol may help. 
Bisphosphonate medications are 
useful to decrease future broken 
bones in those with previous broken 
bones due to osteoporosis. In those 
with osteoporosis but no previous 
broken bones, they are less effective.  
They do not appear to affect the risk 
of death.  

  It is more common in women 
than men.  In the developed world, 
depending on the method of 
diagnosis, 2 per cent  to 8 per cent 
of males and 9 per cent to 38 per 
cent of females are affected.  Rates 
of disease in the developing world 
are unclear.

About 22 million women and 5.5 
million men in the European Union 
had osteoporosis in 2010.  In the 
United States in 2010, about 8 million 
women and between 1 to 2 million 
men had osteoporosis.  White and 
Asian people are at greater risk. 
The word “osteoporosis” is from the 
Greek terms for “porous bones”.  

Osteoporosis itself has no 
symptoms; its main consequence is 
the increased risk of bone fractures. 
Osteoporotic fractures occur in 
situations where healthy people 
would not normally break a bone; 
they are therefore regarded as 
fragility fractures. Typical fragility 
fractures occur in the vertebral 
column, rib, hip and wrist. 

Fractures are a common symptom 
of osteoporosis and can result in 
disability.  Acute and chronic pain 
in the elderly is often attributed to 
fractures from osteoporosis and can 
lead to further disability and early 
mortality.  These fractures may also 
be asymptomatic. 

Could agritech bring Africa’s
young people back to farming?

What you can do now
to prevent osteoporosis

By Daniel Alaigba 

A
s the global society 
pushes towards a 
sustainable future, the 
need to transition from 

fossil-based systems of energy to 
zero-carbon systems, have become 
imminent. Energy transition in 
simple terms is the move of energy 
production and consumption from 
sources that emit greenhouse gases 
to other sources that are more 
environment-friendly. The aim of 
this energy transformation is to limit 
and mitigate the effects of climate 
change, through the reduction of 
greenhouse gas emissions such as 
carbon dioxide, carbon monoxides, 
nitrous oxides associated with the 
burning of fossil fuels. Emission 
and leakage of un-combusted 
natural gas from oil and gas facilities 
also contribute to increased 
carbon content in the atmosphere 
impacting the earth’s climate.

Most of the world’s energy is 
generated from fossil or carbon-
based fuels. Carbon-based fuels 
account for about 85% of the energy 
used globally. The combustion 
of carbon fuels produces carbon 
dioxide, which contributes 76% to 
the total emission of greenhouse 
gases. Thus, the burning of carbon-
based fuels is the single largest 
contributor to global warming and 
climate change. 

The greenhouse cases that are 
emitted from the burning of fossil 
fuels absorb infrared radiation from 
the sun and prevent it from leaving 
the atmosphere by reradiating it on 
the earth surface leading to a rise 
in temperatures. Apart from the 
pressing issue of climate change, 
there is a limited amount of fossil 
fuel in the ground, predetermined 
by nature. Current proven oil 
reserves will be depleted and 
unavailable within the next 100 
years. This makes alternative eco-
friendly sources of energy a top 
priority of the century.

In response to the pressing 
demand to transition to new forms 
of energy that are sustainable and 
friendlier to the environment, 
nations of the world are researching 
and making significant strides in 
new sources of energy which include 
solar, wind, nuclear, geothermal and 
hydroelectric technologies. These 
energy sources are expected to 
gradually and eventually replace 
fossil fuels by the middle of the 
century. In 2015, 196 countries 
signed the Paris Agreement on 
climate change to hold “the increase 
in the global average temperature 
to well below 2˚C above pre-
industrial levels and pursuing 
efforts to limit the temperature 
increase to 1.5˚ above pre-industrial 
levels, recognizing that this would 
significantly reduce the risks and 
impacts of climate change.” 

That decision implied that fossil 

fuels, which contribute significantly 
to global warming, needed to be 
replaced. Already, many countries 
have begun to generate a significant 
amount of energy from renewable 
sources. The European Union’s 
renewable energy directive seeks 
to increase the share of renewable 
sources of energy in total EU 
consumption to 32% by 2030 up 
from 20% in 2020. Denmark for 
instance currently generates 30% 
of its energy from wind turbines, 
reducing its fossil fuels consumption 
from 95% in the 1970s to 65% in the 
recent years. In USA, plans and 
major projects are in the works with 
a goal to achieve 100% zero carbon 
electricity by 2035. Some of the 
strategies to achieve this includes 
retrofitting existing fossil fuel 
power plants with carbon capture 
equipment, investing in new 
sources of hydrogen produced from 
renewable energy, nuclear energy, 
and waste to power industrial 
facilities. 

Also in April 2021, the US 
president Joe Biden announced 
a $2 trillion dollar infrastructure 
investment plan that incorporates 
tax incentives for clean energy, 
electric transmission and carbon 
capture technology and funding 
for research and development to 
tackle climate change. According 
to the United Nations Environment 
program (UNEP), global investments 
in renewable energy has been 
growing from $40 billion in 2004 
to $304 billion in 2020 with China, 
USA, Europe, India, and Brazil as 
global leaders, respectively.

In Nigeria, the over dependence 
on fossil fuels (oil and gas) as a major 
source of revenue gives the keen 
observer a cause to worry as to the 
readiness of the country to flow 
with the global push for transition 
to renewable energy. The country, 
which began as an agriculture-based 
economy, shifted from agriculture to 
crude oil, during what is referred to 
as the oil boom. Currently, according 

to OPEC, petroleum exports revenue 
in Nigeria represents about 86% of 
the country’s total exports revenue. 
This shows that any shift in the price 
of oil will monumentally affect the 
nation’s economy. By extension, a 
displacement of that energy source, 
as things stand, will spell a near 
disaster.

Nigeria appears unprepared 
for a comprehensive energy 
transitioning; and it is hard not to see 
problems that the transformation 
may bring upon the economy of the 
nation. But it appears that there is a 
level of awareness in the corridors 
of power as to the necessity of the 
global call for decarbonization. The 
country’s minister of power said 
in a press conference in August 
2021 that “the energy transition 
for Nigeria will feature both clean 
energy technologies and natural 
gas, with the aim of achieving net-
zero emissions by 2050. Nigeria had 
developed an Energy Transition Plan 
on pathways to achieving universal 
access by 2030 and net-zero targets 
by 2050.” Not much is known of this 
plan mentioned by the minister. But 
if it is anything to go by, now is the 
right time to begin an aggressive 
implementation of that plan.

It is unavoidable that within the 
next decade there will be an upsurge 
in the utilization of renewable 
energy sources like solar systems 
and wind turbines. And if the target 
by major economies of the world, 
to create about 50% of energy 
based on renewable sources by 
2050 is achieved, the demand for, 
or consumption of carbon-based 
fuels, which Nigeria heavily leans 
on, will be significantly affected. It 
is, therefore, imperative that the 
country finds an urgent alternative 
to sustain the economy. And the 
answer is in diversification.

Nigeria can take the following 
suggested approach to proactively 
plan for and manage the global 
energy transition. Firstly, the federal 
government needs to create the 

enabling fiscal environment to 
attract investment in the oil and gas 
industry especially in deep-water 
and gas development. While there 
will be a shift to renewable energy, 
oil and gas will continue to be in the 
energy mix until 2050; Natural gas is 
replacing coal in the mix. It will take 
quite some time for technological 
breakthrough in a commercial scale 
that will result in a total shift from 
natural gas for heating in industrial 
applications that powers the world’s 
good and services supply chain. 
Nigeria needs to lock in long term 
gas sales contract agreements in 
Europe, China and India and seek 
to assert her influence in the African 
regional market.

Nigeria is abundantly blessed with 
solid minerals. Rare earth metals are 
required to produce batteries which 
are critical for electric vehicles and 
solar powered electricity grids of 
the future. The federal government 
should direct some of the current 
oil and gas proceeds to exploration 
of these minerals and encourage 
the private sector to invest in 
battery technology development 
and manufacturing for global 
export to earn foreign exchange. 
With Nigeria’s high population 
and unemployment rate there are 
opportunities for targeted training 
of unemployed graduates to 
produce value added products in 
the renewable energy value chain 
such as electric vehicle chargers and 
solar panels. Lastly, the government 
must maintain financial discipline 
within the next ten years, Nigeria 
should learn from Norway and 
ensure that sovereign wealth funds 
from oil and gas proceeds is wisely 
invested for future generations.

Daniel Alaigba is a versatile 
Facilities Engineer with over 13 years 
professional experience covering 
Project Construction Management, 
Operations Management, Business 
Planning and Business Analytics 
with one of the international oil and 
gas companies.

Can Nigeria survive the 
global energy transition?
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By Correspondent Beatrice 
Philemon	

W
HILE conservation in 
the country still large-
ly relies on rangers’ 
eyes and action, some 

villagers in Kilosa District, Morogoro 
Region have gone a notch higher by 
employing modern technology in 
protecting the environment.

Armed with Global Positioning 
System (GPS), the volunteer rangers 
can spot illegal logging and related 
activities such as charcoal-making 
within their Kitunduweta village for-
est reserve remotely. The device is 
also used to plan, survey and allocate 
plots for sustainable charcoal and 
timber production.

These are members of Village Nat-
ural Resources Committee (VNRC) 
who now boast having reduced de-
forestation in the area by 90 per cent 
and are determined to stamp out il-
legal logging and charcoal-making by 
next year. They are beneficiaries of 
Conserving Forests through sustain-
able forest-based Enterprise Support 
in Tanzania CoForEST (2019-2022) 
Project. Without their permit, no 
one can harvest anything from the 
reserve. 

Speaking to this paper during a re-
cent field visit, Leonce Paulo, VNRC 
secretary, said the civilian rangers 
have so far arrested 15 loggers and 
charcoal-makers within the forest 
reserve at different times. Among 
these, 10 were caught with over 300 
timbers and five with 100 sacks of 
charcoal.

“They were taken to the village au-
thorities and the 10 were fined a total 
of 1mn/- and the five cleared land for 
construction of village dispensary 

Tech-savvy villagers fight deforestation digitally 
whose construction is now under-
way,” he said. 

Apart from teaching VNRC mem-
bers how to use GPS and smart de-
vices to bust forest crime, CoForEST 
alos empowered them on forest con-
servation, forest management, good 
governance, record keeping and fi-
nancial management among others.

Charles Leonard, CoForEST Pro-
ject Manager said in Morogoro 
Region, the project is being imple-
mented in Mvomero, Kilosa and Mo-
rogoro districts with 30 villagers in-
volved whereas in Lindi Region, it is 
being implemented in three districts 
namely Liwale, Nachingwea and Ru-
angwa. In Iringa Region, it is being 
implemented in Kilolo district.

He said the project is being imple-
mented by Tanzania Forest Conser-
vation Group (TFCG) and Tanzania 
and Tanzania Community Forest 
Conservation Network (MJUMITA), 
adding that the project’ goal is to 
achieve sustainable, pro-commu-
nity natural forest management 
that transforms the economics and 
governance of forest product value 
chains and contributes to climate 
change mitigation and adaptation.

“The project is designed to con-
tribute to Tanzania’s development 
vision by supporting domestic value 
chains in forest products including 
sustainable charcoal and timber,” he 
said. 

“It seeks to achieve the goal 
through three inter-connected 
outcomes that includes Scaling 
up- Community Based Forest Man-
agement (CBFM) and piloting a sus-
tainable financing mechanism.”

Others include dialogue on sup-
portive policies and sustainable fi-
nancing, research, monitoring and 
learning, he said, adding that it is be-

ing implemented with funding from Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation (SDC).

Research conducted by the National Resource 
Monitoring and Assessment of Tanzania Mainland 
(NAFORMA) showed that more than 460,000 hec-
tors of forest cover are cleared every year, mostly in 
unreserved forest cover within the village land, result-
ing into emission of over 44 million tonnes of carbon 
dioxide per year into the atmosphere, and hence im-
pact on the global climate. Also every year more than 
469,000 hectares of forest are cleared in Tanzania 
with most deforestation occurring on unreserved for-
ests within village lands and demand is expected to 
double by 2030. 

Leonard said 22 villages taking part in the project 
have collectively earned 1.4bn/- from forest product 
levy, thanks to conservation efforts under the project.

“Kilosa, Mvomero and Morogoro districts have col-
lected 3.bn/- in levies from sustainable charcoal and 
timber,” he said.

The project manager added that in Kilosa district, 
10 villages have procured health insurance for their 
members via Community Health Fund and more vil-
lages are processing the same.

Paulo added that under the project, villagers were 
trained on how to issue plots for sustainable charcoal 
and timber production, how to establish village land 
forest reserve for Community Based Forest Manage-
ment (CBFM), how to prepare reports on revenue and 
expenditure as well as how to prepare VNRC meet-
ings.

Through the knowledge and skills gained from 
TFCG and MJUMITA trainings, he said villagers are 
now aware of the importance of forest conservation 

and taking part in conservation and man-
agement of their Kitunduweta village for-
est reserve after discovering the benefits 
of conservation. So far, the village has been 
able to develop village land use plans and 
allocated areas for farming and livestock 
keeping activities. Before the project, vil-
lagers used to enter the forest reserve ille-
gally and carry out shifting agriculture that 
causes deforestation, he said.

The village has earmarked a total of 3249 
hectares of village land forest reserve for 
CBFM, among those 544 hectares allocated 
for sustainable charcoal production and 
timber harvesting. Also, it has allocated 57 
hectares of land as residential area, 2002 
hectares for farms, 201 hectares for agri-
cultural activities and 13 hectares for social 
services.

The village has developed forest man-
agement plan and formulated bylaws that 
prohibit anyone from cutting trees illegally 
inside the village land forest reserve for 
timber and charcoal production, agricul-
tural activities and grazing cattle inside the 
forest.

Kitunduweta Village Chairman, Abdallah 
Madumba, said training on good govern-
ance has helped village leaders perform 
their duties more effectively, adding that 
best practices in leadership such as trans-
parency and accountability have improved. 
He said villagers are now more involved in 
decision -making processes relating to vil-
lage development projects and not just be-
ing informed about decisions already made 
like before.

The chairman said every month, the 
VNRC leaders read revenue and expendi-
ture to villagers and also pin the same on 
the village notice board to allow people 
read. Before TFCG and MJUMITA interven-
tion, village leaders released revenue and 
expenditure report after one year or nine 
months.

  By Yoweri K. Museveni

A
FRICA needs bal-
ance in its energy 
mix, rather than 
simply a rush for re-

newables favored by western 
aid bodies and development 
NGOs.

This November there is a 
deal to be done for the world 
and the future at COP26. But 
this cannot happen without 
the express agreement of, nor 
at the expense of the future 
prosperity for, the fifty-four 
nations of Africa.

This is because, simply, the 
future is Africa: our collec-
tive population of 1.3 billion 
today is projected to double 
by 2050– surely a conserva-
tive estimate when a new 
vaccine for malaria (a greater 
cause of mortality on our con-
tinent than any other, Covid 
included) is now available. 
By mid-century we must ex-
pect a world with at least five 
times the number of Africans 
as Europeans – and to have 
surpassed them in electricity 
consumption. 

This demographic and de-
velopment shift has profound 
implications for both energy 
production and the con-
trol of resources. Our future 
citizens have the right to de-
mand more electricity and at 
lower prices than is presently 
available to their forebears. 
Should they not receive it 
there can be no continental 
progress – leading inevitably 
to instability and further mass 
economic migrations of the 
kind we already see between 
Africa and Europe today. 

This can, of course, can be 
avoided if jobs are created 
and prosperity increased. Yet 
to do that requires hard choic-
es over the future of electric-
ity generation for Africa – and 
the world - that are repeatedly 
ducked and neglected. 

Easy decisions are, of 
course, made. Driven for the 
large part by what must be 
described as a western aid-in-
dustrial complex of NGOs and 
state development agencies, 
money pours into wind and 
solar projects on both small 
and grand scales. This satis-
fies their funders and bur-

nishes green credentials. Too 
often it leaves Africans with 
less reliable and more expen-
sive electricity, dependent 
when the wind does not blow, 
and the sun does not shine on 
back-up diesel generators or 
batteries to discharge power.

While those generators are 
highly polluting, so too is the 
lithium for batteries and even 
more, allowing Africans – on 
account of lack of electric-
ity, to cut downs trees and 
farm in swamps that severely 
downgrades river streams 
and restricts rainfall. Needed 
to power the technology of 
the future, the highly sought 
metal is energy intensive 
and ecologically damaging 
to mine. It seems forgotten 
amongst ardent environmen-
talists that for each reaction 
there is an equal and opposite 
reaction: that in their sprint 
for electric cars and clean en-
ergy they risk replacing the 
last century’s hunt for fossil 
fuels in a new global race for 
lithium. Where significant de-
posits are to be found, such as 
in Africa, this could endanger 
geopolitical stability. 

The inconvenient truth is 
that there is no single green 
bullet that can be deployed 
either in Africa or the world 
that solves concerns of envi-
ronmentalists whilst simul-
taneously offering the power 
to fuel hope of greater wealth 
and progress for the extra one 
billon citizens of our African 
future. 

But there are solutions to 
be found in multiplicity and 
equilibrium. There are cur-
rently neglected yet green 
and cheap and possible meth-
ods of generation that should 
be included in Africa’s future 
energy mix. There are recently 
developed mini-hydro tech-
nologies. They allow for 24 
hours-a-day energy production 
which can be installed along 
minor rivers without the need 
for battery back-up: with tur-
bines through which fish can 
swim without being harmed, 
they stand to allay many prior 
environmental concerns about 
traditional hydropower dam-
age to waterways and aquatic 
life.

There is also the conversion 

of current, coal-fired power 
stations to biomass – and even 
a potential future that includes 
carbon capture. Given most 
of the arable land lies unculti-
vated in Africa, the potential 
of energy from crops could be 
transformative. 

And there is even nuclear. 
Today only South Africa oper-
ates an atomic power station, 
but Algeria, Ghana, and Nigeria 
operate research reactors with 
the intent of building full-scale 
nuclear facilities in the years 
ahead. 

In a way, perhaps the solu-
tion has always been obvious: 
An “All of the Above Strategy” is 
what Africa needs to supply the 
right energy mix that is both 
green and reliable and plenti-
ful – and geopolitically stable. 

Yet this is not what is current-
ly offered to Africa. Instead, we 
are told we must jump from 
low energy consumption to 
only certain forms of new en-
ergy production, while others 
remain off limits. Solar and 
wind, with their corollary 
drawbacks, are favored. Tran-

sitioning through cleaner car-
bon energy is censured. 

Many Western nations have 
put a blanket ban on fossil 
fuel projects abroad. Whilst 
this may seem logical in the 
case of coal, it also precludes 
the production of natural gas. 

But access to reliable elec-
tricity offers one of the best 
anecdotes to poverty. Manu-
facturing on the continent 
– where significant future 
growth lies – will struggle 
to attract investment, and 
therefore create employ-

ment, without consistent en-
ergy inputs. Agriculture and 
food production will suffer if 
the continent cannot exploit 
natural gas’ potential for syn-
thetic fertilizer, nor its ability 
to power efficient freight and 
transport networks. 

Given Africa produces so lit-
tle of the world’s carbon emis-
sions, barring funding for all 
but the greenest is a mistake. 
Given natural gas is a vital 
part of many Western nation’s 
transitions, it is also hypo-
critical. Moreover, were sub-

Saharan Africa (minus South 
Africa) to triple its electric-
ity consumption overnight on 
gas, it would add just 0.6 per-
cent to global emissions. 

Africa needs reliable ener-
gy. Keeping a range of options 
available does not prevent the 
development of its renewa-
bles. But forcing Africa down 
one route will hinder its fight 
against poverty.

The author is President of 
Uganda

Forcing Africa down one route of energy production will hinder its fight 

Benard Gumbo of Kitunduweta village explains how a conservation project has transformed lives of resi-
dents. Photo/ Beatrice Philemon  
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BEIJING

F
ive decades ago, the Unit-
ed Nations General Assem-
bly (UNGA) voted to restore 
all lawful rights of the Peo-

ple's Republic of China (PRC) in the 
United Nations, opening a new era 
of interaction between the Asian 
country and the world body.

Over the past 50 years, China has 
offered full support for the UN cause 
by upholding the purposes and 
principles of the UN Charter, played 
a constructive and increasingly im-
portant role in international affairs, 
and made great contributions to 
world peace and development.

Upon the 50th anniversary of the 
restoration of its lawful seat in the 
United Nations, China has pledged 
to continue to be a builder of world 
peace, a contributor to global devel-
opment, a defender of the interna-
tional order and a provider of pub-
lic goods.

CHOICE OF HISTORY
On Oct. 25, 1971, the UNGA at its 

26th session adopted Resolution 
2758 with an overwhelming majori-
ty to restore all the rights of the PRC 
and to recognize the representa-
tives of its government as the only 
legitimate representatives of China 
to the United Nations.

"I have never seen such a re-
sounding applause in my life," said 
Iftikhar Ali, a Pakistani journalist 
who witnessed the moment, recall-
ing that cheers and applause filled 
the air and people were hugging 
each other.

That moment came more than 
two decades after the founding of 
the PRC, which had been kept out 
of the international organization 
mainly due to the hostility of and 
obstruction by the United States. 

Yet, from the 1950s to the early 
1970s, the third world -- mainly 
comprising newly independent 
countries in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America -- gradually took shape and 
became a significant force in the 
world.

The profound transformation of 
the international landscape eventu-
ally broke the blockade of the Unit-
ed States and its allies, making the 
restoration of China's lawful seat in 
the UN a historical inevitability.

Recalling the "historic meeting" 
in 1971, former Chilean President 
Ricardo Lagos Escobar, who was a 
member of his country's delegation 
to the 26th session of the UNGA, 
said restoring China's lawful seat 
strengthened the role of the world 
body and increased its representa-
tion at the global level.

"There was a sense that we were 
going to have a more realistic UN, 
more in line with what the world is, 
and in that sense, there was a feel-
ing that the UN was being strength-
ened as the true place where inter-
national issues must be resolved," 
Lagos said.

That echoes the view of former 
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. 
With the restoration of China's law-
ful seat, "the United Nations became 
a universal organization in terms of 
its size and contents," he told Xin-
hua in a recent interview.

50 years on, China remains committed to advancing UN cause
CONTRIBUTOR TO WORLD 

PEACE, DEVELOPMENT
Over the past five decades, China 

-- the world's largest developing 
country and a permanent member 
of the UN Security Council -- has 
proven to be a staunch supporter of 
the noble cause of the UN.

To help preserve world peace, 
China, holding high the banner of 
peace, development and win-win 
cooperation, has been committed 
to taking objective and just posi-
tions, resolving differences through 
dialogue and consultation, and the 
principle of non-interference in in-
ternal affairs of other countries.

Since 1990, it has dispatched over 
50,000 peacekeepers to nearly 30 
UN peacekeeping missions. It is the 
second largest funding contributor 
to UN peacekeeping operations 
and has contributed more peace-
keepers than any other permanent 
member of the Security Council. 

In terms of development, China 
has also made indelible contribu-
tions. By eliminating absolute pov-
erty in China, it has met the pov-
erty eradication target of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment 10 years ahead of schedule, 
which stands as an enormous con-
tribution to global poverty reduc-
tion and sustainable development 
endeavors.

Committed to common devel-
opment, Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping put forward in 2013 the Belt 
and Road Initiative, which has 
now become the largest platform 
for international cooperation, 
and is playing a significant role in 
keeping the world economy afloat 
against the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

In the spirit of building a community with a shared 
future for mankind, China has also been working tire-
lessly to advance international cooperation against 
such major threats as climate change. It has pledged 
to peak carbon dioxide emissions before 2030 and 
achieve carbon neutrality before 2060.

During the past five decades, China has not only 
made outstanding achievements in promoting its 
own political and economic development, but also 
"been actively engaged in the noble cause of peace 
and development in many places around the world," 
Ban said.

"China has stood with pride and contributed to the 
international community," commented Abdulla Shahid, 
president of the 76th session of the UNGA. "China has 

played a very, very important role in multilateralism 
and strengthening the United Nations."

CHAMPION OF MULTILATERALISM
"Both climate change and COVID-19 have shown us 

that we, as a species, as humanity, we can survive only 
through multilateralism," Shahid stressed in a recent ex-
clusive interview with Xinhua.

"That is why China as a permanent member of the 
United Nations Security Council, as a responsible mem-
ber of the international community, has a very impor-
tant role to play," he added. 

Indeed, China has always been a staunch supporter 
and practitioner of true multilateralism over the past 50 
years. In a newly published position paper, China says 

it believes that international affairs 
should be addressed through con-
sultation by all, and that the future 
of the world should be decided by 
all countries together.

"China firmly opposes unilater-
alism, protectionism and bullying 
acts, and firmly rejects pseudo-
multilateralism in such disguises 
as group politics and small circles," 
said the position paper. "China is 
committed to making the global 
governance system more just and 
equitable."

"In the world, there is only one 
international system, i.e. the inter-
national system with the United Na-
tions at its core. There is only one 
international order, i.e. the interna-
tional order underpinned by inter-
national law. There is only one set 
of rules, i.e. the basic norms govern-
ing international relations under-
pinned by the purposes and princi-
ples of the UN Charter," President Xi 
stressed in his statement delivered 
via video at the general debate of 
the 76th session of the UNGA.

Those remarks struck a chord 
with Ali, the Pakistani journalist. 
"China has been a strong advocate 
of multilateralism, and it continues 
to be an important supporter of de-
veloping countries," he said, adding 
that China has constantly insisted 
that decisions regarding interna-
tional affairs should be reached 
through consultation between all 
members.

Looking into the future, China 
said it is ready to work with the in-
ternational community to advocate 
peace, development, equity, justice, 
democracy and freedom, which 
are the common values of human-
ity, and advance the building of a 
community with a shared future for 
mankind.

Commenting on the vision of 
building a community with a shared 
future, Shahid said that "the COVID 
pandemic and climate change have 
clearly shown to us that we, as a spe-
cies, can survive only if we work to-
gether."		    Xinhua

Two Chinese COVID-19 response experts pose for a photo with a local health worker at a nucleic acid testing station in Conakry, Guinea, Sept. 2, 2020. 
(Xinhua)

Chinese peacekeepers remove an undetonated bomb in Naqoura, Lebanon, Aug. 28, 2006.Xinhua
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By Guardian Correspondent, Chunya

CHUNYA district council in 
Mbeya Region has received 
1.3bn/- from the central gov-
ernment for the construction 
of 65 classrooms for satellite 

primary schools and second-
ary schools in the district.

Lupa Constituency Member 
of Parliament, Masache Kasa-
ka revealed   to this newspa-
per here at the weekend as 
well as on various develop-

ment projects being imple-
mented by the government 
and other development stake-
holders in the district. 

Kasaka said part of the 
funds had already been re-
ceived and used in the imple-

mentation of the classrooms 
project in the education sec-
tor.

“In my view the funds will 
greatly reduce the classrooms 
shortage problem, thereby 
enhancing the standard of 

education in our district,” he 
said.

He said the district had 
been facing an acute shortage 
of classrooms and desks and 
from the money all students 
will study in safe environment 

starting this coming year.
He said his constituents 

were also working together 
with the government in the 
classrooms project through 
brick making and other ma-
sonry work.

He said the projects were 
being implemented via Force 
Account system that speeds 
up implementation.

Recently the government 
dished out funds to all regions 
in the country for develop-

 Chunya District receives 1.3bn/- for classrooms construction

By Guardian Reporter

WHILE the COVID-19 pan-
demic continues to hold the 
global economy to ransom, 
Sahara Ventures yesterday 
launched Sahara Sparks, a 
weeklong platform of ac-
tivities, in Dar es Salaam, to 
among other things, discuss 
the future of doing business.

Sahara Sparks 2021 is 
themed “Future Reimagined” 
and seeks to explore how de-
veloping economies can adopt 
innovation, entrepreneurship, 
and digital transformation to 

accelerate socio-economic 
development and help navi-
gate and recover from the 
crisis.

Sahara Ventures Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO), Ju-
manne Mtambalike, said that 
it is common knowledge that 
in the past two years, the 
world has experienced un-
precedentedchallengesfrom-
Covid19, the-coronavirus pan-
demic.

“The crisis has disrupted 
the way we used to do things. 
The so-called “the new nor-
mal” is driving tremendous 

changes in our socio-econom-
ic and political issues. It has 
accelerated digital transfor-
mation and the adoption of 
technology in almost all facets 
of human life. Things will nev-
er be the same, and there is a 
need to catch-up with these 
developments,” he said.

According to Mtambalike, 
consistent with the theme 
“Future Reimagined”, the fo-
cus for this year’s event seeks 
to delve into five strategic ar-
eas where digital transfor-
mation and innovation can 
play a vital role.

“These areas are Digital 
Regulation and Smart Govern-
ance, Innovation for develop-
ment, Corporate Innovation 
and Future of Work, Emerg-
ing and Future Technologies, 
and Startups Financing. The 
2021 event will be held in two 
parts: the conference for dis-
cussions on innovation and 
digital transformation and the 
marketplace for startups and 
investors,” he added. 

The discussions around 
startup financing and invest-
ment landscape will happen 
during the marketplace, while 

the rest of the conversations 
will occur during the confer-
ence, Mtambalike said.

This year’s e event started 
yesterday, October 25, and 
will wrap up on October 30 
and will attract a number of 
prominent speakers from 
different sectors. In adher-
ing to Covid-19 protocols of 
managing crowds in meet-
ings and gatherings, the event 
will have physical and virtual 
events with physical events 
that allow a maximum of 50 
people.

Sahara Sparks was 

launched in 2016 to foster 
transactions and conversa-
tions around innovation, 
technology, and entrepre-
neurship. Sahara Ventures is 
a group of companies focus-
ing on building innovation 
and technology entrepre-
neurship ecosystems in Af-
rica, owns the platform.

Since its establishment, 
Sahara Sparks has hosted 
over 300 high profiles speak-
ers, over 7,000 attendees, 
and over 3,000 small busi-
nesses, startups, and SMEs. 
Sahara Sparks platform has 

hosted global, regional and 
national leaders; senior 
public and private sector 
officials; reputed academi-
cians and researchers; in-
vestors, and change-makers.

Some notable figures who 
partook in past events in-
clude former President Ja-
kaya Kikwete and the plat-
form’s mission has been to 
ignite conversations and 
transactions that accelerate 
innovation, technology and 
entrepreneurship as tools 
for socio-economic devel-
opment.

Weeklong activities on future of doing business come to Dar

By Guardian Correspondent, Kyela

SMALL rice production by farm-
ers in Kyela District, Mbeya Region 
may become history following the 
near completion of research on hy-
brid rice seeds that can withstand 
many plant diseases.

The research is being conducted 
by the Dakawa Centre of Tanzania 
Agricultural Research Institute lo-
cated in Morogoro Region (TARI-
Dakawa) in collaboration with rice 
seeds research stakeholders from 
Kenya.

The research is being done at the 
rice research farm in Ngana Dis-
trict in Kasumulu Town in the dis-
trict where research officials have 
camped.

TARI-Dakawa representative, 
Barnabas Sitta said the seeds on 
which they were researching will 
assist to increase rice production in 
Kyela District and other areas.

He said the hybrid seeds will be of 
high quality that withstand drought 
and able to fight plant diseases.

Sitta, who is also a rice research-
er said many areas in Kyela District 
have been depending on rains 

hence in the event of little rains the 
plants wither out, hence the hybrid 
seeds they are researching on will 
be a solution.

He also called on rice farmers to 
abide by better farming practices 
of the crop to enhance their own 
profits as well the national income 
in general.

For his part, the representative 
from the Kenya’s African Agricul-
tural Technology Foundation Mer-
isent Sedi said after the research is 
completed they will provide educa-
tion to rice farmers to produce the 
crop professionally. 

He said farmers will also be in-
structed to have a free choice of the 
hybrid seeds to suit their prefer-
ences.

“Our aim is to make sure farmers 
produce the crop more profitably, 
different to what they do now, they 
should not fear of harvesting lit-
tle crop due to drought,” Sedi said 
and stressed that Kyela District has 
many areas fit for farming but due 
to farming that depends on irriga-
tion, they are not being utilised, 
hence the hybrid seeds will be a 
solution.

Kyela farmers stand to benefit 
from researched hybrid rice 

Implementation of Dar es Salaam’s Bus Rapid Transit road construction project in progress along the Magomeni stretch of Kawawa Road yesterday. 
Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

ARUSHA City Council has vowed 
to meet challenges of classrooms fac-
ing many schools im the region   after 
it allocated 6bn/- for 19 City Council   
schools. The money will also used to 
construct laboratories.

Arusha city council executive direc-
tor Dr John Pima said up to 2020 the 
council had a shortage of 96 class-
rooms, but as for now construction 
of 23 classrooms had been completed 
and 73 others were still under con-
struction.  

"The classrooms shortage in Arusha 
city will soon end as we have estab-
lished six new schools and up to now 
five schools will receive students to 
start studying at the schools, includ-
ing Unga Limited and Sekei secondary 
schools," said Dr Pima.

He said the council had provided 
4bn/- to 18 schools for classrooms 
to make sure they end classrooms 
shortage for 2021/22, adding that all 
students who will pass Std VII ex-
amination will be able to enroll at the 
schools.

He added that the money provided 
by the government has been incorpo-
rated in the classrooms construction 
projects, saying the council provided 
6bn/- from its own revenue sources 
for the construction of new schools.

Dr Pima allayed fears from parents 
and guardians saying all students se-
lected to join Form I next year will do 
so.

Arusha City Council 
promises to end lab, 
classroom shortage

Tabora regional commissioner Dr Batilda Buriani pictured in Tabora municipality yesterday opening a meeting at which beekeeping stakeholders were expected to exchange ideas on how 
to make the business more productive and lucrative. Photo: Correspondent Tiganya Vincent  
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O
ne morning in 2016, Lil-
lian Nekesa’s 3-year-old 
woke up with flu-like clas-
sic symptoms of malaria. 

This was not Kevin’s first encounter 
with the killer disease.

Kevin was nonetheless not imme-
diately rushed to Busia County Refer-
ral Hospital for advanced treatment 
in keeping with his severe symptoms.

Nekesa rushed him to a village dis-
pensary because the referral hospital 
is an hour’s walk away from their 
home in Mayenje, Busia County.

“Two days went by, and Kevin did 
not improve, and by the time we got 
him to the referral hospital, it was too 
late,” she recounts.

This is not an isolated incidence, 
says Desmond Wanjala, one of 10 
Community Health Volunteers serv-
ing a Community Health Unit of 
1,000 households in the area.

He says malaria is commonplace in 
Busia, situated near the Lake Victoria 
region. Malaria incidence in Busia is 
six times higher than the national av-
erage of 5.6 %.

Government estimates further 
show that counties around the lake 
region bear the highest malaria dis-
ease burden, with a prevalence rate 
of 19 %.

“Over 70 % of the population in 
Busia is at risk of malaria, and help is 
not always within reach, especially in 
emergencies. We are deep in the vil-
lage, and the main mode of transport 
to the referral hospital is a motorbike 
that charges $2 to $5, which people 
struggle to afford,” he says.

Malaria is a primary health con-

World’s deadliest malaria parasite dominance in Africa could be over – experts
cern, as per World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) statistics. In 2019, malar-
ia caused an estimated 229 million 
clinical episodes and 409,000 
deaths.

Approximately 94 % of these 
deaths were recorded in the WHO 
African Region. In Kenya alone, 
about 3.5 million new clinical cases 
and 10,700 deaths are recorded an-
nually, according to government 
data.

Against this backdrop, Dr Bern-
hards Ogutu, Malaria Lead Research-
er at the Kenya Medical Research 
Institute (KEMRI), tells IPS that RTS,S 
with a brand name Mosquirix, has 
the potential to reverse this trend.

It is the only approved malaria 
vaccine.

Thirty years in the making, he 
says that Mosquirix is a lifeline for 
children, especially in rural malaria-
endemic areas. He says that children 
continue to die despite free malaria 
treatment, largely due to late presen-
tation to health facilities.

Currently piloted in Kenya, Ghana 
and Malawi, Dr Christopher Odero 
tells IPS that the vaccine targets in-
fants and young children in Africa 
because it was developed to build 
immunity specifically against the 
plasmodium falciparum.

Odero, a technical advisor and 
specialist on malaria and vaccines at 
PATH, says that Plasmodium Falcipa-
rum is the world’s deadliest malaria 
parasite. The parasite is predomi-
nantly found in Africa, accounting 
for about 90 % of the total Plasmo-
dium parasites on the continent. 
The female Anopheles mosquito 
transmits it.

By Wu Yuehui

I
n the past five years, Chi-
na continuously pushed 
forward cracking down 
on infringements and 

counterfeiting, achieving solid 
progress in protecting intellec-
tual property rights (IPR) and 
creating a market-oriented, 
law-based, and international-
ized business environment.

Shen Changyu, head of the 
China National Intellectual 
Property Administration (CNI-
PA), recently said that China’s 
export volume of intellectual 
property (IP) royalties enjoyed 
double-digit growth over the 
past five years and reached 
$8.68 billion in 2020, recording 
an annual growth rate of 51.6 
percent on average.

During the same period, the 
total amount of the country’s 
patent and trademark pledge 
financing rose from 84.85 bil-
lion yuan (about $13.08 billion) 
to 218 billion yuan, according 
to Shen.

In recent years, many Chi-
nese companies have encoun-
tered trademark squatting 
overseas.

When people talk about 
“Yema” (which means “mus-
tang” in Chinese) automobile, 
the first thing that comes to 

the minds of many people 
would probably be Mustang, a 
high-performance sports car 
brand under American au-
tomaker Ford Motor Company. 
However, Chinese automobile 
manufacturer Sichuan Yema 
Automobile Co., Ltd. based in 
Chengdu, capital of southwest 
China’s Sichuan province, al-
ready successfully registered 
the trademark “Yema” in 1986.

In 2018, the Intermediate 
People’s Court of Chengdu 
issued a judgment of first in-
stance over the case, and or-
dered Ford China Co., Ltd., a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of 
Ford Motor Company in China, 
to stop infringement of the ex-
clusive right of Sichuan Yema 
Automobile Co., Ltd. to use the 
trademark of “Yema” and pay 
the latter one million yuan in 
compensation for economic 
loss, according to media re-
ports.

In 2019, China’s National 
Overseas International Prop-
erty Disputes Response and 
Guidance Center was estab-
lished under the guidance of 
the CNIPA. After that, the CNI-
PA approved the establishment 
of 10 local sub-centers across 
the country to offer guidance 
to Chinese entities on resolving 
overseas IP disputes.

Besides, the CNIPA has set 
up a coordination mechanism 
for major cases to help en-
terprises actively cope with 
them, and continuously opti-
mized worldip.cn, a national 
information service platform 
established to provide such 
information as foreign laws, 
regulations, and international 
treaties on IP. At present, the 
website offers 1,339 IP laws and 
regulations in 189 countries 
and regions and international 
treaties as well as more than 40 
guides to overseas IP practice.

In addition, the adminis-
tration has made efforts to 
strengthen overseas IPR risk 
prevention and control mech-
anism, compile and publish 
guide for safeguarding IPR 
to address the problem of 
overseas trademark squatting 
for Chinese enterprises, and 
intensify training for IP pro-
fessionals. So far, such train-
ing sessions provided by the 
CNIPA have benefited a total of 
45,000 people.

In China’s latest medium and 
long-term economic and social 
development blueprint, the 
Outline of the 14th Five-Year 
Plan (2021-2025) for National 
Economic and Social Devel-
opment and the Long-Range 
Objectives Through the Year 

2035, the country made clear 
arrangements for the efforts 
to enhance IPR protection in 
the next five years, according 
to Shen.

The amount of content on 
IPR protection in the national 
plan is the largest among all 
the country’s five-year plans, 
which has fully proven that IPR 
protection is playing a more 

prominent role in the country’s 
economic and social develop-
ment, Shen said.

According to Shen, the 
CNIPA is going to make solid 
efforts to do a good job in IPR 
protection in accordance with 
relevant arrangements in the 
national plan.

The CNIPA will enhance the 
top-level design of IPR protec-

tion, and ensure good planning 
and earnest implementation 
for the national IP strategy to 
accelerate the construction of 
an IP power country and the 
IPR protection and application 
plan for the 14th Five-Year Plan 
period.

Efforts will also be made 
to perfect relevant systems 
and mechanisms. Centering 

around carrying out a strict IPR 
protection system, the admin-
istration will concentrate on 
sound implementation of the 
punitive compensation system, 
improving relevant laws and 
regulations, accelerating the 
legislation for IPR in new fields 
and new business forms like ar-
tificial intelligence (AI) and big 
data, as well as perfecting ad-
ministrative law enforcement 
and guidance mechanism as 
well as the systems for arbitra-
tion, mediation, and aid for 
safeguarding IPR.

Besides, the CNIPA is going to 
continue deepening the reform 
of IPR protection mechanisms 
and systems, especially patent 
subsidy and reward policies as 
well as examination and evalu-
ation mechanisms, so as to 
better protect and encourage 
high-value patents and expand 
patent-intensive industries.

Infrastructure construction 
will be further enhanced to 
better protect IPR. The CNIPA 
will strengthen the construc-
tion of IPR-related information 
and intelligent infrastructure 
facilities, speed up the building 
of the national big data center 
for IP, and build a public ser-
vice platform for the protec-
tion and application of IPR.

                    People’s Daily

China pushes forward with high-quality development of IPR protection

He explained that the vaccine 
would work best in malaria-stricken 
regions of sub-Saharan Africa region 
and other areas of Africa with mod-
erate-to-high malaria plasmodium 
falciparum transmission.

Odero emphasises that even 
though the reported vaccine effi-
cacy is 40% against clinical malaria, 
the public health benefits of using 
this vaccine are enormous. The ben-
efits of using the vaccine, alongside 
other malaria prevention measures 
endorsed by WHO, far outweigh the 
risks.

He particularly stresses that the 
vaccine is a complementary malaria 
control tool that should go hand-
in-hand with the routine use of 
insecticide-treated bed nets, indoor 
spraying with insecticides and timely 
access to testing and treatment of 
malaria.

The potential impact of the vac-
cine cannot be ignored. Four out of 
10 vaccinated children will not get 
malaria and, three out of 10 vacci-
nated children will not get severe 
malaria, says Odero.

He says the vaccine takes the pres-

A child health consultation at Obunga Dispensary in Homa Bay, one of the 
eight counties participating in the malaria vaccine pilot programme

sure off resource-strapped health 
systems as six of 10 vaccinated chil-
dren with severe malaria would not 
require a blood transfusion.

In Western Kenya, home to the 
ongoing pilot program across eight 
counties, Odero says that the vaccine 
can reduce the average episodes of 
malaria attacks per child from five to 
two per year. A crucial outcome as re-
peated malaria attacks can have life-
long effects such as chronic anaemia 
and stunted growth.

This proven capacity to reduce 
child deaths, severe malaria, and 
safety in the context of routine use 
has informed WHO’s policy recom-
mendation on the broader use of the 
vaccine, he says.

Ogutu agrees, emphasising that 
the vaccine quality and risk-benefit 
profile are favourable. The feasibility 
of implementation, potential public 
health impact and likely cost-effec-
tiveness of rolling out the vaccine are 
not in doubt.

Despite the ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic, he says that the vaccine has 
achieved equitable coverage. Ogutu 
says that at least 250,000 children 
in Kenya have already received all 
four recommended doses, and they 
will remain in the pilot program until 
2022.

Ogutu says that there is a need for 
continued assessment to gather ad-
ditional information on the vaccine’s 
effectiveness over a more extended 
period and assess long-term effects 
on the community and any other is-
sues that could emerge with routine 
use of the vaccine.

The ongoing pilot malaria vaccina-
tion program is financed through the 

collaboration of three global health 
funding bodies: Gavi, The Vaccine 
Alliance, the Global Fund to Fight 
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, and 
Unitaid.

Additionally, WHO, PATH and 
GSK are providing in-kind contribu-
tions. GSK, for instance, the vaccine 
manufacturer, will donate up to 10 
million doses of Mosquirix. To date, 
over 2.3 million doses have been ad-
ministered across Kenya, Ghana, and 
Malawi.

Ogutu says that the vaccine could 
be available for broader use in Kenya 
in the next year to 18 months – a step 
in the right direction for all children 
at risk and the coastal areas near the 
Indian Ocean and Lake Victoria re-
gion.

He cautions against vaccine-relat-
ed myths and misconceptions associ-
ated with any new vaccine that could 
compromise the use of the ground-
breaking scientific innovation.

To increase and sustain a high vac-
cine coverage, Wanjala urges the gov-
ernment to continue supporting the 
training on vaccines for community 
health volunteers (CHVs). The CHVs 
remain the primary link between 
communities in rural areas and 
health facilities.

As of 2019, Kenya had about 6,000 
Community Health Units out of a tar-
geted 10,000 units supported by at 
least 86,000 community health vol-
unteers like Wanjala.

“Each community health unit is 
supported by ten community health 
volunteers. We need support to use 
this community system to promote 
vaccine uptake,” Wanjala concludes.

			   IPS

A staff member of the market supervision and regulation bureau of Haigang district, 
Qinhuangdao, north China’s Hebei province, which is also the intellectual property (IP) office 
of the district, popularizes knowledge about IP among students of Yanshan University in 
Qinhuangdao, April 25, 2021. File photo
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Rwanda Medical and Dental Coun-
cil (RMDC), the regulator for health 
care professionals, has said that they 
are closely monitoring developments 
regarding uncertainties that may arise 
from the closure of health facilities 
following a recent crackdown by the 
health ministry.

The government last month launched 
a countrywide inspection of private 
health facilities following a spate of 
public complaints about the services 
offered by these hospitals. The inspec-
tion led to the closure of two hospitals; 
Baho International Hospital which was 
based in Nyarutarama, Gasabo District 
and MBC Hospitals in Nyarugenge. At 
the time, the ministry said that the in-
spection was still ongoing for other fa-
cilities. Both hospitals were closed over 
poor quality services offered.

Dr. Jean-Claude Byiringiro, the act-
ing Chairperson of the council told The 
New Times that their body believed 
there might be facts and findings high-
lighting major safety issues which led 
to temporally suspension or closure of 
the health facilities. However, he added 
that when such decisions are made, 
there are people who are rendered job-
less including members of the council.

“It is important to look at all sides of 
the coin by also considering risks aris-
ing from the temporary suspension or 
shutdown of such a facility as we also 
look at the safety of those patients who 
seek services at such hospitals,” he said. 
Byiringiro said that the council plans to 
conduct further investigation to see 
if there weren’t any malpractices like 
medical negligence among medical and 
dental practitioners from the facilities.

“When we investigate any suspected 
malpractices and come to find system-

Medical council speaks out after closure of private hospitals

By Correspondent Geoffrey Nangai

B
ANKS in Tanzania have reaffirmed their com-
mitment to offer performance guarantee 
through contract financing to members of the 
private sector found eligible to take part in the 

implementation of supported with the International Mon-
etary Fund’s 1.3trn/- extended to Tanzania Covid-19 emer-
gency projects.

The interest rate for the short-term loans to be provided 
will be determined by the respective bank and the profile 
of the borrower. Speaking during a meeting organized by 
Tanzania Private Sector Foundation in Dar es Salaam last 
week under the theme ‘Enhancing participation of the pri-
vate sector in strategic projects for sustainable economic 
development,’ Tanzania Bankers Association Chairman, 
Abdulmajid Nsekela said that since the projects will be im-
plemented in a designated timeframe of only nine months, 
the banks will offer necessary financing to help the private 
sector fast-track them.

“There may be some delays if we use the usual loan pro-
cedures that is the reason we opt for contract financing. 
Banks will be in a position to give you short-term loans to 
undertake these projects that should be payable between 
three or six months depending on the bank where one 
seeks the short-term loan,” Nsekela said.

He however urged the eligible tender winners to ensure 
value for money in line with the terms of reference by the 
government and its agencies. “1.3trn/- is a lot of money 
which will have a big impact on the finance sector. If possi-
ble, the government should consider depositing this mon-
ey into banks to boost liquidity,” he added.

Nsekela who doubles as CRDB Bank Plc’s Managing Di-
rector further urged members of the private sector who 
will be taking part in the implementation of the projects to 
work in line with the terms of reference and conditions to 

TBA chief assures private sector of rapid funding 
to implement emergency projects backed by IMF

World Bank’s BioCarbon Fund inaugurates 
innovative sustainable agriculture banking

By Smart Money Reporter

THE World Bank’s BioCarbon 
Fund Initiative for Sustainable For-
est Landscapes (ISFL) and Forest 
Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF) 
launched an innovative Sustainable 
Agricultural Banking Program last 
week. 

In a report, the bank said the five-
week training course brought to-
gether practitioners from financial 
institutions from around the Africa 
region to make the business case for 
increasing access to finance for sus-
tainable agriculture.

The report said the value-chain 
financing is based on transactions 
and relationships within the value 
chain and assesses the payment ca-
pacity of participants in a particular 
value chain by looking at their deliv-
ery record rather than their credit 
record alone.

VCF reduces risks as it reduces 
transaction costs for the bank, as 
delivery, servicing and monitoring 
can count on existing relationships 

within the chain; and it increases ac-
cess to credit, markets, and informa-
tion.

The goal of the program is to cata-
lyze additional financing for actors 
in the value chain through greater 
use of value-chain financing. This 
will, in turn, protect forests, reduce 
landscape degradation, and support 
emission reductions of carbon diox-
ide through climate-smart invest-
ments, the report stated.

“At the end of the course, financial 
institutions will be able to analyze 
the risks in lending to agribusiness-
es and develop customized financial 
products that best fit their clients’ 
needs,” said ISFL Fund Manager, 
Roy Parizat.

Parizat said following the comple-
tion of the course, participants from 
seven African countries will have 
developed a value-chain financing 
proposal and prepared to add a new 
value-chain financing product to 
their institution’s portfolio.

“We are confident this program 
will contribute to the success of par-

ticipant institutions, allowing them 
to become leaders in the agricultural 
finance sector in their respective 
countries,” Parizat added. 

“When financial institutions suc-
ceed, so too do farmers and off-tak-
ers, as they gain increased access to 
the working capital and short-term 
loans required to achieve climate-
smart sector transformation,” the 
ISFL Fund Manager noted.

Access to finance remains one of 
the biggest barriers for agribusiness-
es that wish to make this climate-
smart transition. Among financial 
institutions, there is a common per-
ception that margins in the agricul-
tural sector are too low and that ag-
ricultural lending is characterized by 
risk and high costs, the report noted.

The online program, taught by 
some of the world’s leading experts, 
is designed to be practical and 
hands-on, providing financial institu-
tions with the technical knowledge 
and operational guidance needed 
to launch new value chain financing 
products. ISFL fund manager Roy Parizat.

Tanzania Bankers Association chairman Abdulmajid Nsekela speaks at a past event. 

atic issues, then we always report to the Ministry of 
Health. We plan to continue doing this and we shall 
even be more rigorous than probably how it used 
to be.” He added that even though they haven’t re-
ceived any complaint from any side about any of 
their members suspected of malpractice, the inves-
tigation they plan to conduct will give them the way 
forward.

“We investigate and if we find a person culpable, 
then we take disciplinary measures against them, 
including suspension or even indefinite withdrawal 
of medical practicing license,” he said, adding that 
their role is to ensure the medical practice is fully 
trusted by patients. After the closure of the two hos-
pitals, there was a dilemma among former patients 
at these facilities, with some wondering if they need 
to seek another medical opinion.

“People do not have to worry if they did not face 
any problem after being treated,” he said, adding 
that however, the audit they will conduct will estab-
lish whether there are serious gaps that could allow 
some diagnostic mistakes.  “In such cases, people 
may be advised otherwise,” he said.

Rwanda Medical and Dental Council acting chairperson, Dr Jean-Claude Byiringiro. 

ensure that there is no going back and 
forth during the payment process. 

Speaking at the event, Tanzania Pri-
vate Sector Foundation’s Vice Chair-
man, Paul Makanza said the IMF emer-
gency funding comes at a time when 
many manufactures in the country are 
struggling to increase production ca-
pacities. 

“This is an opportunity for the pri-
vate sector since many of the projects 
will be implemented by them. I urge 
the private sector to ensure that they 
provide quality work in line with the 
set timelines to protect your compa-
nies’ reputations,” Makanza said.

In general, the private sector called 
upon the government to consider pay-
ing a 50 percent down payment to 
those who will be selected to take part 
in implementing the emergency Cov-
id-19 projects.

President Samia Suluhu Hassan re-
cently said while launching her govern-
ment’s Economic Recovery Plan and 
Response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
that Ministry of Finance and Planning 
and other institutions that will benefit 
from the 1.3trn/- should ensure that the 
money is used for the intended pur-
poses.

She indicated that the concessional 
loan from the IMF will be used to im-
plement development projects includ-
ing improving social services in the 

health sector, education, tourism, and 
water. President Samia directed that 
the projects be implemented by local 
contractors and urged the private sec-
tor to use the opportunity to produce 
products that will be used in the imple-
mentation of projects such as concrete 
and galvanized iron.

“The Plan is to be implemented with-
in nine months and you should use a 
single-source procurement mecha-
nism to reduce bureaucracy,” she said 
while instructing Minister of Finance 
and Planning Dr Mwigulu Nchemba to 
oversee and eliminate the bureaucracy 
connected to the tax exemptions on 
imported goods and products that will 

There may be some delays 
if we use the usual loan 
procedures that is the 
reason we opt for contract 
financing. Banks will be in a 
position to give you short-
term loans to undertake 
these projects that should 
be payable between three or 
six months depending on the 
bank where one seeks the 
short-term loan
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smart money

Kilosa villagers seen making windfall profits from 
sustainable forest harvesting for charcoal, timber 
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NAIROBI 

Insurers rejected Sh396 million 
worth of hospital bills related to Covid-19, 
highlighting their cautionary stance in 
footing pandemic-related expenses.

A total of Sh1.3 billion was paid out by 
medical insurance companies to cover 
treatment of Covid-19 for the period 
March 2020 to June 2021, the Association 
of Kenya Insurers (AKI), the industry 
lobby group said Thursday. This figure 
represents 74 percent of the total claims 
lodged with medical insurers which 
stood at Sh1.7 billion.

Kenya reported the first Covid-19 case 
on March 13, prompting the State to 
impose measures such as a dusk-to-dawn 
curfew, social distancing and work-from-
home calls. Covid-19 cases in Kenya have 
jumped to 252,308 as of Tuesday since 
March last year with cumulative deaths 
standing at 5,238 cases.

Insurers had raised the alarm on 
the rising burden of covering Covid-19 
patients. Medical insurers were forced 
to foot Covid-19 vaccination bills for 
policyholders from May last year after 
the regulator directed them to update 
their policies.

Insurers had initially told clients they 
were not going to pay any claims related 
to the pandemic, but later softened 
their stance even as pressure mounted 

on underwriters worldwide to support 
clients. The AKI said yesterday not all 
claims that were lodged during the 
period March 2020 to June 2021 were 
paid and linked this “to the different 
scope of covers.”

To avoid future arguments with 
customers, insurers are simplifying the 
wording of their contracts and stating 
openly what is covered or excluded in 
order to cultivate trust between them 
and their clients. The rejected claims, 
represented 23.3 percent of the total 
claims. The remaining three per cent, 
Sh37 million is outstanding, due to 
various policy conditions or terms.

A total of 15,522 claims were lodged 
during the period. Out of these 3,934 
were inpatient claims while 11,588 were 
outpatient, said AKI. Medical insurance 
is the second-largest class of short-
term insurance business after motor 
insurance, in terms of gross written 
premium.

In 2020, the medical insurance 
business grew by 4.58 percent to record 
a gross written premium of Sh44 billion 
compared to Sh42 billion in 2019. 
Claims incurred and total expenses 
also increased by three percent and 11 
percent respectively during the same 
period. Underwriting profit increased 
from Sh204 million in 2019 to Sh1.7 
billion in 2020.

Insurers reject Sh396m 
Covid-19 medical bills

By Beatrice Philemon

A 
project to encourage sustain-
able harvesting of natural trees 
to make charcoal has started 
bearing fruits in Kilosa district 

of Morogoro region where communities 
are earning incomes while authorities get 
taxes.

Under a three year project dubbed, 
‘Conserving Forests through sustainable, 
forest-based Enterprise Support in 
Tanzania- (CoForEST)’ communities are 
earning money in terms of permit fees 
from charcoal and timber makers who are 
also paying loyalty and fees to authorities.

The project which is being implemented 
by Tanzania Forest Conservation Group in 
collaboration with Tanzania Community 
Forest Conservation Network (MJUMITA) 
with funding from Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation (SDC), has 
also helped to check against illegal logging.

Kilosa District Commissioner, Majid 
Mwanga said last week during a visit to 
Kitunduweta Village Forest Reserve to 
see progress on implementation of the 
project that there has been some good 
achievements made.

Mwanga who was accompanied by 
his Defence and Security Committee, 
MJUMITA’s board members and TFCG 
officials, among others said, “I am very glad 
with what I have seen because you have 
achieved big results so far as the project 
has transform people’s livelihoods in the 
villages.” 

He pointed out that more people are 
now engaged in sustainable charcoal and 
timber production while earning more 
income hence leading better lives which is 
contrary to what happened in the past.

Testimony on the ground and 
from the villagers, charcoal and 
timber makers have built modern 
houses, purchased motorcycle 
and insured their families with 
Community Health Fund while 
also paying school fees for their 
children. The Kilosa DC praised 
TFCG and MJUMITA in partnership 
with Swiss development agency 
for implementing the project in 
his district which had a troubled 
history of deforestation and illegal 
logging. 

He called on the village natural 
resource committee members 
and their leaders to continue 
working together to conserve 
Kitunduweta Village Forest 
Reserve for future generations 
but also use money earned from 
charcoal and timber widely in 
funding development projects. 
“As villagers you need to conserve 
forests within your localities and 
protect the environment for future 
generations,” he said

Briefing the DC and his team, 
Kitunduweta Village Chairman, 
Abdallah Madumba said the 
project has taught them benefits 
of conservation, good governance, 
forest management and how to 
keep records on tree harvesting.

Madumba said they also have 
been taught how to carry out 
financial management and 
use global positioning system 
technology in forest management. 
“Through the project’s training 
and sensitization, we have been 
able to allocate 3,249 hectares as 

forest reserve of 544 hectares is for 
sustainable charcoal and timber 
production,” he said.

Elaborating on tax collection from 
the log harvesters, the Kitunduweta 
Chairman said in 2017/18, they 
earned over 27.4m/- from 4,061 bags 
of charcoal produced in 78 plots 
allocated for the purpose.

Madumba said in 2018/19, the village 
earned over 1.27m/- from 1,002 bags 
of charcoal produced in 34 plots while 
last year over 13.26m/- was earned. 
“From this income we have been able 
to pay for Community Health Fund of 
265 households, built a village office, 
teacher’s house, construct two pit-
latrines for teachers, two classrooms 
and currently we are constructing a 
dispensary,” he said.

Commenting on the CoForEST, 
TFCG’s Assistant Director, Emmanuel 
Lyimo said the project is designed 
to contribute towards the country’s 
socio economic development of 
communities by supporting domestic 
value chains in forest products. 

“We are very glad to see the 
outcomes of the project in the villages 
and thanks government leaders who 
are working with us in monitoring 
progress on the ground to ensure that 
communities benefit from their forest 
resources,” Lyimo said.

He said the project which also seeks 
to achieve three inter-connected 
outcomes of scaling up- Community 
Based Forest Management (CBFM) 
and piloting sustainable financing 
mechanisms. Currently the project 
is being executed in 30 villages in 
Morogoro region.

Kilosa district commissioner Majid Mwanga  (in batik shirt on top of kiln) accompanied by members of the district’s Defence and Security 
Committee inspect charcoal making at Kitunduweta Forest Reserve last week. Photo: Beatrice Philemon.    

JOHANNESBURG 

South Africa’s state-owned 
power utility Eskom Holdings and 
two of its biggest coal suppliers 
have agreed to work toward shift-
ing to renewable energy projects 
at mines that produce the fuel.

Exxaro Resources and Seriti Re-
sources “aim to achieve both car-
bon reduction and cost savings” 
with the support of Eskom, said 
the companies, which together 
supply about 80% of the coal used 
annually by the utility. The first 
phase of the project will involve 
building solar facilities, with sub-
sequent installations that could 
include energy storage and wind.

Eskom is South Africa’s biggest 
producer of greenhouse gases. 
The loss-making utility is strug-
gling to transform the business 
while moving from its depend-
ence on coal to low-carbon energy 
sources such as renewables.

A significant challenge for Af-
rica’s most industrialised nation 
with the highest unemployment 
rate among 82 countries tracked 
by Bloomberg will be to prevent 
the loss of jobs through such a 
transition. South Africa’s coal in-
dustry employs about 90 000 
workers and reducing use of the 
fuel will also affect the broader 
communities around the mines. 
“The parties aim to create em-
ployment and re-skilling oppor-
tunities for communities living 
and working at and around their 
operations,” the companies said 
Monday in the statement.

The plans could result in a po-
tential reduction in CO2 emis-
sions of up to 350 000 tons a year 

Eskom, coal suppliers to collaborate on renewables

Eskom generates over 50 percent of electricity from dirty coal, as depicted above. 

Association of Kenya Insurers executive director Tom Gichuhi. 

MAPUTO 

Mozambique welcomed Thursday an admission of misconduct by Credit 
Suisse, which agreed to pay a fine in a debt scandal that saw millions of dollars 
siphoned off and triggered the country’s worst financial crisis.

The Zurich-based bank on Tuesday agreed to pay a $475-million fine for 
“fraudulently misleading investors” and violating anti-corruption law in the bond 
offerings made to Mozambique. “The Republic of Mozambique welcomes the 
admission by Credit Suisse to regulators… of criminal wrongdoing,” the attorney 
general said.

“This is an important step towards obtaining full redress for the people of 
Mozambique,” the government said in a statement issued through lawyers Peters 
& Peters. Mozambique’s “hidden debt” scandal stemmed from loans totalling $2 
billion in 2013 and 2014 to three public companies to finance a tuna fishing project, 
debt the government hid from parliament.

When details finally surfaced in 2016, donors such as the International Monetary 
Fund cut off financial aid. The southern African nation was plunged into its worst 
financial crisis since independence in 1975. It defaulted on debt payments and the 
currency collapsed.

The US Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) said Tuesday that transactions 
“that raised over $1 billion were used to perpetrate a hidden debt scheme” and 
“pay kickbacks” to now-indicted ex-Credit Suisse investment bankers — their 
intermediaries — and to “bribe corrupt Mozambique government officials.”

The bankers “falsely represented” to investors that proceeds from the loans 
would go exclusively to develop Mozambique’s tuna fishing industry and generate 
revenues to pay debt payments, the SEC said. In all the bank is paying $547 million 
in penalties, fines, and disgorgement as part of coordinated resolutions with US and 
British criminal and civil authorities.

The eldest son of ex-president Armando Guebuza is among 19 high-profile 
defendants facing trial in the capital Maputo over the matter. The government said 
it was committed — through the criminal prosecutions in Maputo and a civil case to 
be heard in the UK next year — “to bringing those responsible to justice.”

Meanwhile Mozambique’s Budget Monitoring Forum (FMO), a local grouping of 
civil society organisations focusing on public finance management, is calling for the 
cancellation of the entire debt.

“Credit Suisse’s acknowledgement of its responsibility… reinforces the fairness 
and legitimacy of the FMO’s demand for full cancellation of illegal debts,” it said in 
a statement. In May last year, Mozambique’s constitutional court declared null and 
void loans worth $1.4 billion out of the $2-billion debt.

Mozambique lauds Credit Suisse 
admission of guilty in debt scam

for Seriti, more than half of its current 
emissions, and 130 000 tons a year for 
Exxaro at its Matla coal mine. The initial 
solar projects will start as soon as possi-
ble, subject to regulatory approvals, the 
companies said.

Meanwhile South Africa needs an 
extra 4 000 to 6 000 megawatts (MW) 
of generation capacity to eliminate the 
risk of scheduled power cuts, state util-
ity Eskom said on Monday, adding it 
would forge ahead with a maintenance 
plan to improve its performance.

Eskom supplies over 90% of the elec-
tricity in Africa’s most industrialised 
nation but regularly implements out-
ages because of faults at its coal-fired 
power stations that hold back econom-
ic growth.

“To ensure system stability and to 
meet demand a minimum 4 000 MW 
of additional generating capacity is 
critical,” Eskom said in a briefing on the 
state of the power system. “This will en-
sure the space for generation to contin-
ue with the planned reliability mainte-
nance and refurbishment programme.”

The utility said its energy availability 
factor – a measure of plant performance 
– in the financial year that started in 
April was at 65%, below a 70% full-year 
target. It has implemented outages 
on roughly 30 days since April 1. “Our 
generation business remains a concern 
– mainly due to its age and a legacy of 
poor maintenance,” it added. As of 
March Eskom had nominal generation 
capacity of around 46 000 MW.
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Government allocates 480m/- to clivestock dip, 
dam constructions in Liwale as herd sizes grow
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By Sabato Kasika

SOME people in the country have 
been keeping livestock such as cattle, 
goats and sheep in a systematic way 
of moving from one place known as 
pastoralism.

Because of its nomadic nature, 
pastoralism has often resulted 
into conflicts between herders 
and smallholder farmers when the 
animals invade farms and eat crops 
such as maize, rice and millet. Such 
conflicts are often bloody, with fierce 
fighting which leads to destruction of 
property and often loss of lives.

Liwale district in Lindi region is one 
of the areas that are traditionally not 
home to livestock keepers but with 
time and climate change, pastoralists 
are now available in the district as 
they look for grazing pasture and 
water.

The situation has forced the 
government to allocate 480m/- to 
fiancé drilling of a dam that will 
be mainly dedicated to livestock 
found in the largely agrarian district. 
Deputy Minister of Livestock and 
Fisheries, Abdallah Ulega said 
last week while on a visit to the 
district that in this year’s budget, 
the government will also finance 
construction of a livestock watering 
pond in Kimambi village.

Ulega whose visit was meant to get 
first hand information on conflicts 
between farmers and livestock 
keepers said the dam and watering 
pond are aimed at solving shortage of 
water which is a major factor causing 
the conflict.

“My advice to district officials is 
that you use the money strictly for its 
purposes and not otherwise,” Ulega 
told Liwale District Commissioner, 
Judith Nguli and her team. He said in 
addition to allocating funds for the 
dam, Kimambi and Luwele villages, 
will each get cattle dips for livestock.

Livestock status
Briefing the Deputy Minister on 

the state of livestock in Liwale, the 
district’s Livestock Officer, Benarrd 
Kivamba said there are a total of 
30,689 herds of cattle, 11,797 goats 
and 2,462 sheep with the largest share 
of the domesticated animals based in 
Kimambi village.

“That is to say that 14,000 of the 
30,689 herds of cattle are in Kimambi 
village which is why the government 
wants to build the dam there to meet 
water needs of pastoralists,” said 
Kivamba who added that his office 
has been working hard to ensure 
that the district has no fatal conflicts 
between farmers and pastoralists by 
sensitizing them.

 “Just as is the case in some parts 
of the country that have received 
pastoralists, Liwale too has done 
the same but we are working hard 
to stop bloody conflicts that have 
happened in other parts of the 
country,” he added.

The Liwale District Livestock 
Officer explained that each of the 
groups is important in contributing 

Saudi Arabia commits to net-zero emissions by 2060
RIYADH 

Saudi Arabia has pledged to eliminate 
planet-warming emissions within its borders 
by 2060. It marks a seismic shift for the 
world’s biggest oil exporter, though officials 
included plenty of caveats and emphasized 
that Saudi Arabia and others would need to 
pump crude for decades to come.

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, 
the de facto ruler, made the announcement 
in Riyadh on Saturday at the opening of 
a climate conference. His government 
has consistently argued against cutting 
investments in fossil fuels and blamed 
climate activists for this year’s surge in 
energy prices.

While Saudi Arabia’s new goal aligns it 
with China and Russia, the timeframe lags 
other large economies such as the US, UK, 
and European Union, which all aim to be 
net zero by 2050. The US and European 
nations have put pressure on Saudi Arabia 
to accelerate efforts to curb emissions and 
invest more in renewable energy. The crown 
prince’s decision provides a boost to them 
ahead of the crucial COP26 climate forum 
starting this month in Glasgow.

“I hope this landmark announcement will 
galvanise ambition from others ahead of 
COP26,” the UK’s president for the talks, Alok 

Sharma, said on Twitter. “Look forward to 
the detail.” Prince Mohammed underscored 
the difficulty of lowering emissions in a 
desert country so dependent on oil and 
which burns huge amounts of fossil fuels for 
air conditioning and desalinating seawater.

Saudi Arabia will reach the target in a 
way that “protects the leading role of the 
kingdom in strengthening the security 
and stability of global energy markets, in 
light of the maturity and availability of the 
necessary technologies to manage and 
reduce emissions,” he said in a recorded 
speech at the Saudi Green Initiative forum.

The government will rely heavily on 
carbon capture, Energy Minister Abdulaziz 
bin Salman said. It aims to reduce carbon 
emissions by 278 million tons per year by 
2030, more than double its former target, he 
said. State energy firm Aramco, the world’s 
biggest oil producer, set a goal of reaching 
net-zero emissions from its wholly-owned 
operations by 2050.

Still pumping oil
The government’s target doesn’t 

necessarily mean Saudi Arabia has to 
reduce oil output, since it only applies 
to territorial emissions. Those generated 
when the kingdom’s crude is burned in 
cars, factories and power plants abroad 

to the development of the district hence the 
need to treat them fairy. “So far we have two 
auction markets for cattle at Kimambi and 
Zinga villages,” he noted.

A pastoralists’ leader in the district, Lugora 
Uporo thanked the government for funding 
construction of the dam saying they have 
avoided any conflict with farmers because 
officials have set aside villages for them to 
conduct their business in the district. “We will 
continue to work together as Tanzanians to 
ensure that everyone lives in peace and calm 
while carrying out our development activities 
including agriculture and livestock keeping,” 
Uporo said.

DC’s directive 
Responding to the Deputy Minister’s advice, 

Liwale District Commissioner, Judith Nguli 
urged farmers and pastoralists to continue 
living together in peace and calm while the 
government puts in place infrastructure 

needed for both groups to co-exist.
Nguli ordered the pastoralists’ leaders to continue 

adhering to the rules and regulations governing their 
business including feeding their herds in designated 
areas to avoid unnecessary conflicts with farmers.

“The tendency by some pastoralists to move 
their herds from designated areas to other areas 
is not acceptable because it can lead to conflicts 
between you and the farmers,” she warned saying 
her administration will not let such indiscipline to 
happen.

She also ordered village leaders who have allowed 
pastoralists in their areas to stop issuing more 
permits to new groups of pastoralists but instead 
concentrate of ensuring that they live in peace with 
farmers.

“What is needed by the village leaders is to solve 
challenges facing the farmers and pastoralists so 
that they can co-exist in peace,” the Liwale DC 
explained while pledging to work closely with 
the village leaders in ensuring that peace and 
calm prevail.

Regulators reveal KQ as 
Africa’s costliest airline
NAIROBI 

Kenya Airways has the most expensive tickets among 
airlines operating in Africa, charging more on average 
than carriers such as Ethiopian Airlines, South African Air-
ways and Air France.

A new study by competition authorities representing a 
total of 24 African countries found that KQ, as the airline is 
known by its international code, charges the highest aver-
age fares on domestic and international flights.

The finding shows the national carrier risks losing mar-
ket share to cheaper rivals like Ethiopian Airlines and new 
entrants, including Uganda Airlines. KQ had higher fares 
on most routes where it has competition, though there are 
a few instances where its rivals charge more.

“Kenya Airways has the highest average passenger price 
per kilometre (APPK) for all its domestic, regional and in-
ternational routes,” the report by the African Competition 
Forum (ACF) says.

“In addition, the routes for the Tanzania markets from 
Nairobi have higher APPK than international routes, which 
are longer distances.” Kenya Airways’ average price per kil-
ometre on the Nairobi-Johannesburg route, for instance, 
was Sh23.8 compared to Sh22 charged by South African 
Airways (SAA).

“Prices charged by two operators on this route are vis-
ibly different for both economy and business class catego-
ries. Kenya Airways prices are 21 percent higher than SAA 
prices for economy class tickets,” the report says.

“For business tickets, SAA prices are significantly high-
er than Kenya Airways prices. Kenya Airways on average 
charges R14,089 (Sh106,000) for a business class ticket, 
while SAA charges R22,954.93 (Sh172,796) for the same 
class. SAA’s upper-end tickets sell at around 39 percent 
more than Kenya Airways prices.” The Kenyan carrier 
charged an average of Sh9.4 per kilometre on the Nairobi-
Paris route compared to Air France’s Sh8.3.

“The Nairobi-Paris route is served by Air France and 
Kenya Airways, their prices have a difference of Sh5,000, 
Kenya Airways price being more,” the report says. KQ 
charged Sh15.6 per kilometre on the Nairobi-Addis Ababa 
route, higher than Ethiopian Airlines’ Sh13.2.

The Competition Authority of Kenya (CAK) is among the 
regulators that participated in the cross-country study of 
airlines. The ticket pricing data was gathered in October 
2019 from airline websites for 12 dates between November 
2019 and March 2020. To ensure consistency of the data, 
the prices for each route was collected from the websites 
on the same day for all the airlines operating on the se-
lected routes.

The study noted that some airlines have since exited a 
number of the routes due to Covid-19 pandemic or other 
reasons. The regulators say the study was done to collect 
data on the status of the aviation sector and address com-
petition concerns. KQ’s expensive fares have not helped its 
bottom-line, with the airline making losses since 2013.

It reported a net loss of Sh11.4 billion in the half year 
ended June, narrowing it from Sh14.3 billion a year earlier 
on lower costs. Revenues over the same period declined to 
Sh27.3 billion from Sh30.2 billion.

The pandemic has further hurt KQ, which had been 
suffering from the missteps of previous management as 
captured by a May 2015 Senate committee probe. These 
included poor investment decisions of buying and leasing 
aircraft.

Others are fuel hedging under arrangements that are 
not profitable to the company, thereby leading to high 
indebtedness. The pricey tickets were also highlighted by 
the committee but the airline has been unable to lower its 
charges even as customers defect to rivals. The probe es-
tablished that KQ’s expensive ticketing was not competi-
tive in the market, leading to loss of passengers as well as 
revenue.

The study found that the national carrier has a market 
share of 48.7 percent of international flights originating 
from Kenya. Its share of domestic flights, including its sub-
sidiary Jambojet, stands at 36 percent.

The study brought together competition agencies of 
South Africa, Kenya, Zambia, Nigeria, Angola, Mauritius, 
Gambia and the Common Market for Eastern and South-
ern Africa (Comesa). It covered fares on domestic as well 
as international flights to destinations like Johannesburg, 
Doha, Mumbai, Paris, Dar es Salaam and Lilongwe.

Saudi emissions graph. 

International Studies. “The world’s 
largest oil exporter becoming 
a net-zero economy is pretty 
strange.”

Still, the new target comes amid 
a shift among major petrostates. 
The United Arab Emirates this 
month became the first Persian 
Gulf nation to say it would 
neutralize its emissions by 2050. 
Russia followed less than a week 
later, though President Vladimir 
Putin set a later deadline of 2060.

Gesture to Biden
Saudi Arabia may be particularly 

vulnerable to global warming. 
It’s suffered several severe 
heatwaves in recent years, with 
temperatures topping 50 degrees 
Celsius (122 Fahrenheit). It is the 
10th largest emitter of carbon 
dioxide globally, and the highest 
on a per capita basis among G-20 
countries. Reaching net zero will 
mean sharply reversing a trend of 
increasing emissions in the past 
two decades.

The decision is likely to play well 
with US President Joe Biden, said 
Karen Young, fellow of the Middle 
East Institute in Washington D.C. 

won’t count, according to United Nations 
accounting rules. Aramco is instead in the 
process of increasing its production capacity 
even more — to 13 million barrels a day from 
12 million. The project’s expected to take six 
years and cost billions of dollars.

The company’s chief executive officer, 
Amin Nasser, said “it’s not contradictory 
at all” to pledge to cut emissions while 
boosting oil output. “There’s going to be a 
lot of skepticism,” said Ben Cahill, senior 
fellow at the Center for Strategic and 

Deputy minister for Livestock and Fisheries, Abdallah Ulega (gesturing) talking to Liwale District officials led by 
District Commissionere, Judith Nguli (R). Photo: Sabato Kasika.
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Under a program launched 
in 2015 that aims to increase 
broadband speed and lower 
rates for Internet services, Chi-
na has built the world’s largest 
broadband network infrastruc-
ture, and ensured the same 
broadband access and speed 
in rural areas as those in urban 
areas, said an official with the 
country’s Ministry of Industry 
and Information Technology 
(MIIT).

Meanwhile, China has re-
duced the average rates of fixed 
broadband per unit of band-
width and mobile broadband 

per unit of traffic by over 95 per-
cent, according to Liu Liehong, 
vice minister of the MIIT.

China has seen a significant 
rise in the network speed for 
users. The proportion of fiber 
optic Internet users in all users 
of fixed broadband in China has 
risen from 56 percent at the end 
of 2015 to 94 percent. More than 
120 million households in China 
have been connected to 1,000M 
fiber optic network.

In terms of mobile network, 
China’s 4G base stations con-
stitute over half of the world’s 
total. Besides, the country has 

built 792,000 5G base stations, 
with the number of mobile 
terminals connected to the 5G 
network reaching 260 million. 
In addition, China has managed 
to cover all prefecture-level cit-
ies with 5G standalone (SA) net-
work and made initial achieve-
ments in building the world’s 
largest 5G mobile network.

Over the past five years, Chi-
na’s various measures adopted 
to cut the rates of fixed broad-
band per unit of bandwidth 
and mobile broadband per unit 
of traffic have benefited more 
than one billion users annually, 

and saved users a total of over 
700 billion yuan ($107.9 billion).

Such measures have made 
various Internet applications 
increasingly popular, and stim-
ulated Chinese people’s poten-
tial for information consump-
tion.

The average monthly Inter-
net traffic of mobile Internet us-
ers has jumped more than 40 
times to 10.85 GB from 205 MB 
in early 2015.

China has also evidently nar-
rowed the digital gap between 
the rural and urban areas by 
quickening the pace to tackle 

the weak links in rural network 
infrastructure.

So far, more than 99 percent 
of the administrative villages 
in China have gained access to 
fiber optic and 4G networks.

China intends to lower the 
average rates of broadband 
and dedicated Internet access 
services for small and medium-
sized enterprises by another 10 
percent, and step up the devel-
opment of the 5G network and 
1,000M fiber optic network 
and extend their application 
to more settings, according to 
the country’s 2021 Report on 

the Work of the Government is-
sued in March.

This year, China will shift its 
focus from broadening the cov-
erage of networks to increas-
ing the speed and improving 
the quality of broadband, and 
make the measures to lower 
rates for Internet services more 
targeted at certain groups of 
people, Liu noted.

The country will upgrade 
and renovate 1,000M fiber op-
tic network in households on 
a larger scale, and advance the 
on-demand construction and 
further coverage of 5G network 

in an orderly manner.
It will also support the con-

struction of 10,000 4G base 
stations in rural and remote ar-
eas, and ensure that all admin-
istrative villages in China will 
be granted access to broadband 
networks by the end of this year.

Meanwhile, China plans to 
roll out specific measures for 
lowering rates for Internet ser-
vices directed at key groups, 
including small and medium-
sized enterprises, once impov-
erished rural residents, as well 
as the elderly and disabled.

                       People’s Daily

China continues to increase Internet speed, quality, and lower rates

UNITED NATIONS

President of the 76th ses-
sion of the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly (UNGA) Abdulla 
Shahid has congratulated the 
People’s Republic of China on its 
contributions to the world since 
its lawful seat at the UN was re-
stored half a century ago.

“China has played a very, very 
important role in multilateral-
ism and strengthening the Unit-
ed Nations,” Shahid told Xinhua 
in a recent exclusive interview in 
his office at UN headquarters in 
New York City.

Multilateralism is the only 
way forward, said Shahid, not-
ing that “unilateralism has no 
place in the world.”

“Both climate change and CO-
VID-19 have shown us that we, 
as a species, as humanity, we 
can survive only through mul-
tilateralism. So, we need the in-
stitution of the United Nations 
strengthened. We need law and 
order strengthened. We need 

other frameworks supporting 
multilateralism strengthened,” 
he said.

“That is why China, as a per-
manent member of the United 
Nations Security Council, as a re-
sponsible member of the inter-
national community, has a very 
important role to play,” Shahid 
said.

Today, China is the second 
largest contributor to the UN 
regular budget and peacekeep-
ing assessments, he noted. “In-
cluded in its 29 peacekeeping 
operations, China has contribut-
ed more than 50,000 personnel 
to peacekeeping operations.”

Shahid said he was very im-
pressed by Chinese President Xi 
Jinping’s remarks at the general 
debate of the 76th session of the 
UNGA.

Noting that Xi reiterated 
China’s aim to peak carbon di-
oxide emissions before 2030 
and achieve carbon neutrality 
before 2060, Shahid said “we 
are talking about one of the larg-

est economies of the world ... 
the fact that President Xi came 
out with this commitment is en-
couraging.”

Xi also pledged that China 
will step up support for other 
developing countries to develop 
green and low-carbon energy, 
and will not build new coal-fired 
power projects abroad, which 

was “an outstanding commit-
ment,” Shahid said.

“On COVID-19, China has been 
very generous,” he said, noting 
that Xi pledged China will strive 
to provide a total of 2 billion 
doses of vaccines to the world 
by the end of this year.

In addition to donating 100 
million U.S. dollars to COVAX, 

China will donate 100 million 
additional vaccine doses to 
other developing countries this 
year, Xi said.

“These are very important 
pledges. And I’m very grateful 
that China is stepping up to the 
plate,” Shahid said.

The COVID-19 pandemic and 
climate change have clearly 
shown to us the correctness of 
the concept proposed by Xi of 
building a community with a 
shared future for mankind, Sha-
hid said.

“Initially, we thought that the 
low-lying islands would be gone, 
the first to go. And then people 
will move to higher ground. But 
that’s so far happening. Yes, low-
lying island countries like the 
Maldives are suffering. But so 
are the countries at higher alti-
tudes,” he noted.

“So, we can survive only 
through unity, only by working 
together. And this is the way for-
ward,” he added. 

		  Xinhua

UNGA president says China plays crucial role in multilateralism

CAIRO

Islamic state claimed re-
sponsibility for a bomb attack 
that killed at least one person 
in Uganda’s capital Kampala 
on Saturday night, the militant 
group said in a statement post-
ed in an affiliated Telegram 

channel late on Sunday.
The group said that some of 

its members detonated an ex-
plosive device in a bar where 
“members and spies of the 
Crusader Ugandan govern-
ment were gathering” in Kam-
pala. 

The bomb, packed with nails 

and shrapnel, targeted a pork 
restaurant on the outskirts of 
the capital, police said on Sun-
day. 

Information gathered in-
dicated that three men, dis-
guised as customers, visited 
the restaurant, placed a poly-
thene bag under a table and 

left moments before the explo-
sion, police said.

The explosion killed a 
20-year-old waitress and in-
jured three people, two of 
whom were in critical condi-
tion, police said, adding all 
indications suggest an act of 
domestic terror.

President Yoweri Museveni 
said the attack “seems to be a 
terrorist act”.

In 2010, the Somali Islamist 
militant group al Shabaab 
killed dozens of people in Kam-
pala in a bomb attack, saying it 
was punishing Uganda for de-
ploying troops in Somalia.

IS claims responsibility for bomb attack in Uganda
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MOSCOW

Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin has tasked the 
government with develop-
ing measures to neutralize 
in the country the negative 
consequences of Europe’s 
energy crisis by November, 
the Kremlin website reported yesterday.

“The Russian government should develop a set of mea-
sures to neutralize the risks of formation in the Russian 
Federation of negative consequences of energy deficit in 
European countries, particularly destabilisation of the mar-
kets of nitrogenous fertilizers, metal products and food,” ac-
cording to the list of the president’s instructions following 
October 20 meeting with cabinet members.

November 1 was set as the deadline for completing the 
task, with Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin appointed re-
sponsible.

Europe’s gas crisis deteriorated this autumn after its spot 
prices soared past $1,000 per 1,000 cubic meters and ap-
proached $2,000 per 1,000 cubic meters amid sorely low 
occupancy of gas storage facilities. 

Market watchers believe a set of factors triggered the cri-
sis. One of them is an upsurge of gas demand in Asia, which 
pushed prices on the Asian market higher, as well as an out-
flow of deliveries from the European market. 

The fact that the share of wind generation plummeted 
in Europe also contributed to the deterioration of the situ-
ation. 

However, gas storage facilities having serious lows has be-
come the main reason for the serious volatility on the gas 
market. As of mid-October, European underground gas stor-
age facilities are 71% full of the volume of gas raised from 
them last season. 			   Agencies

Putin requests providing measures to neutralise 
European energy crisis aftermath in Russia

This grab taken from Sudan TV shows army general Abdel Fattah al-Burhan 
addressing the Sudanese people yesterday. AFP

Sudan’s military dissolves govt, 
declares state of emergency

President of the 76th session of the United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA) Abdulla Shahid receives an interview with Xinhua at the UN 
headquarters in New York, Oct. 18, 2021. File photo

Khartoum

Sudan’s top general declared a state of 
emergency, dissolved the authorities lead-
ing country’s democratic transition, and an-
nounced the formation of a new government 
after soldiers detained civilian leaders yester-
day in what activists denounced as a “coup”.

General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan’s announce-
ment in a televised address came after armed 
forces detained figures of the government in 
charge of leading the transition to democracy 
since the April 2019 ouster of autocratic presi-
dent Omar al-Bashir.

“To rectify the revolution’s course, we have 
decided to declare a state of emergency na-
tionwide… dissolve the transitional sovereign 
council, and dissolve the cabinet,” Burhan said.

His statement came as clashes erupted in 
the capital Khartoum, with soldiers firing live 
rounds at people who took to the streets to 
protest against the power grab.

The violence was largely centred outside the 
army headquarters in the capital hours after 
soldiers detained Prime Minister Abdalla Ham-
dok, ministers in his government and civilian 
members of Sudan’s ruling council, the infor-
mation ministry said.

They were taken away after “refusing to sup-
port the coup”, it said on Facebook.

Internet services were cut across the country 
around dawn and the main roads and bridges 
into Khartoum shut, before soldiers stormed 
the headquarters of Sudan’s state broadcaster 
in the capital’s twin city of Omdurman, the 
ministry said.

People took to the streets soon after, setting 
tyres ablaze and piling rows of bricks across 

roads to block them in protest against the mili-
tary move, an AFP correspondent reported.

“Military forces have fired live bullets on pro-
testers rejecting the military coup outside the 
army headquarters,” the information ministry 
said.

Around a dozen people have so far been 
wounded in the clashes, according to the 
Central Committee of Sudan Doctors, an inde-
pendent medics union.

International Concern 
The power grab, which comes after weeks of 

tensions between the military and civilian fig-
ures sharing power since Bashir’s ouster, was 
condemned by the international community.

The European Union called for the release of 
the civilian leadership and insisted “violence 
and bloodshed must be avoided”.

“The EU is very concerned about Sudan’s 
military forces reportedly putting Prime Min-
ister Hamdok under house arrest, as well as 
detaining other members of the civilian lead-
ership, and we urge for their fast release,” said 
European Commission spokeswoman Nabila 
Massrali.

America’s Special Envoy for the Horn of 
Africa Jeffrey Feltman said “the US is deeply 
alarmed at reports of a military takeover of the 
transitional government”.

“Any changes to the transitional government 
by force puts at risk US assistance,” he said on 
Twitter.

The UN described the detentions as “unac-
ceptable”.

“I call on the security forces to immediately 
release those who have been unlawfully de-
tained or placed under house arrest,” said 

Volker Perthes, its special repre-
sentative to Sudan.

The African Union and Arab 
League also expressed concern.

‘Military Coup’ 
The Sudanese Professionals As-

sociation, an umbrella group of 
trade unions which were key in 
leading the 2019 anti-Bashir pro-
tests, denounced what it called a 
“military coup” and urged demon-
strators “to fiercely resist” it.

The developments come two 
days after a Sudanese faction call-
ing for a transfer of power to ci-
vilian rule warned of a “creeping 
coup”, at a news conference that 
was attacked by an unidentified 
mob. Bashir, who ruled Sudan with 
an iron fist for three decades, is be-
hind bars in Khartoum’s high secu-
rity Kober prison.

The ex-president is wanted by 
the International Criminal Court 
over charges of genocide, war 
crimes and crimes against human-
ity in Sudan’s Darfur region.

Since August 2019, the country 
has been led by a civilian-military 
administration tasked with over-
seeing the transition to full civilian 
rule.

But the main civilian bloc — the 

Forces for Freedom and Change — 
which led the anti-Bashir protests 
in 2019, has splintered into two op-
posing factions.

“The crisis at hand is engineered 
— and is in the shape of a creep-
ing coup,” mainstream FFC leader 
Yasser Arman told Saturday’s news 
conference in Khartoum.

“We renew our confidence in 
the government, Prime Minister 
Abdalla Hamdok, and reforming 
transitional institutions — but with-
out dictations or imposition,” Ar-
man added.

Sudan’s bankers’ association and 
doctors’ union yesterday declared 
campaigns of “civil disobedience”.

Protesters marched through the 
streets of Khartoum carrying the 
Sudanese flag.

“Civilian rule is the people’s 
choice,” and “No to military rule”, 
some of them chanted.

“We will not accept military rule 
and we are ready to give our lives 
for the democratic transition in Su-
dan,” said demonstrator Haitham 
Mohamed.

“We will not leave the streets un-
til the civilian government is back 
and the transition is back,” said 
Sawsan Bashir, another protester.

		           Agencies

India celebrates 1 billion COVID-19 
vaccine doses with song and dance

NEW DELHI

INDIA celebrated the milestone of administering 1 billion 
COVID-19 vaccine doses on Thursday, with the government 
promoting the achievement in song and video even as a re-
cent drop in inoculations worries healthcare providers.

After a beginning of drive in the middle of January, India’s 
immunisation campaign has covered three-quarters of its 
944 million adults with at least one dose and 31% with two. 
The government wants all adults to get vaccinated this year.

“India scripts history,” Prime Minister Narendra Modi said 
on Twitter. “We are witnessing the triumph of Indian sci-
ence, enterprise and collective spirit of (1.3 billion) Indians.”

Modi marked the occasion by interacting with healthcare 
workers and a security guard at a government hospital in 
New Delhi. The health ministry announced musical and 
other programmes across the country, and special illumina-
tions of national monuments including a colonial-era jail.

Nearly 90% of the vaccines administered in India have 
come from the Serum Institute of India (SII), which produc-
es a licensed version of the AstraZeneca (AZN.L) drug. SII 
has more than tripled its capacity since April and can now 
produce 220 million vaccine doses a month.

UN agency warns of food crisis as 
Afghanistan verges on collapse

DUBAI

 Millions of Afghans, including children, could die of 
starvation unless urgent action is taken to pull Afghanistan 
back from the brink of collapse, a senior United Nations offi-
cial warned, calling for frozen funds to be freed for humani-
tarian efforts.

World Food Program Executive Director David Beasley 
told Reuters that 22.8 million people - more than half of Af-
ghanistan’s 39 million population - were facing acute food 
insecurity and “marching to starvation” compared to 14 mil-
lion just two months ago.

“Children are going to die. People are going to starve. 
Things are going to get a lot worse,” he said in Dubai.

“I don’t know how you don’t have millions of people, and 
especially children, dying at the rate we are going with the 
lack of funding and the collapsing of the economy.” 

Afghanistan was plunged into crisis in August after Tali-
ban fighters drove out a Western-backed government, 
prompting donors to hold back billions of dollars in assis-
tance for the aid-dependent economy.

The food crisis, exacerbated by climate change, was dire 
in Afghanistan even before the takeover by the Taliban, 
whose new administration has been blocked from access-
ing assets held overseas as nations grapple with how to deal 
with the group.

“What we are predicting is coming true much faster than 
we anticipated. Kabul fell faster than anybody anticipated 
and the economy is falling faster than that,” Beasley said.

				                      Agencies
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MOSCOW

Almost all participants of the 
Moscow consultations on Afghanistan 
expressed their readiness to consider 
recognizing the country’s new gov-
ernment, Russian Presidential Envoy 
for Afghanistan Zamir Kabulov said, 
addressing an online press confer-
ence yesterday.

“Clearly, Afghanistan’s delegation 
was hopeful of securing support and 
official recognition of Afghanistan’s 
new interim government. Almost all 
participants, with a few exceptions, 
highlighted their readiness to serious-
ly consider the matter, but sort of in 
response to the authorities’ positive 
reaction with regard to all related is-
sues. 

On many things, they [the new Af-
ghan authorities] reiterated the state-
ments they had made before. This 
concerns terrorism, drug trafficking 
and the need to make sure that Af-
ghanistan’s territory is not used for 
attacks on the security of neighboring 

and other states. 
These were important aspects so 

we agreed to continue the work,” Ka-
bulov noted.

The Russian envoy pointed out 
that the Taliban (outlawed in Russia) 
showed “quite a positive reaction” to 
the statement that Russian President 
Vladimir Putin had made at the Octo-
ber 21 session of the Valdai Interna-
tional Discussion Club, saying that the 
Taliban movement could be removed 
from the list of terrorist organizations.

After the United States unveiled 
plans to withdraw its troops from Af-
ghanistan, the Taliban embarked on a 
large-scale operation to take the coun-
try under control.

 Taliban fighters swept into Afghani-
stan’s capital of Kabul on August 15, 
without encountering any resistance, 
with Afghan President Ashraf Ghani 
fleeing the country. On September 
7, the Taliban announced an interim 
government, which has not been rec-
ognized by any country yet.
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Delegates to Moscow talks ready to weigh 
recognising Taliban cabinet, says Russian envoy

 TOKYO

South Korean President Moon Jae-in 
said yesterday that the country will begin 
returning to normalcy from the COVID-19 
pandemic in November amid the rising 
vaccination rate.

Moon (pictured) made the remarks in 
his budget speech at the parliament, say-
ing the country will launch a gradual re-
turn to normal life in November based on 
the stable virus containment and the high vaccination rate.

He said the businesses of small merchants and self-employed people, hit hard 
by quarantine measures, will gradually recover while offline classes will be nor-
malized amid the normal operations of welfare centers.

The president, however, noted that the basic antivirus measures, such as 
wearing masks, will be maintained to switch into a sustainable system to tackle 
the pandemic.

Moon’s remarks came as the country’s full vaccination rate topped 70 percent 
of the population, which was seen by the government as a major precondition 
to gradually ease antivirus measures.

The government proposed a record-high budget of 604.4 trillion won ($517 
billion) for 2022, Moon said. It was up 8.3 percent from this year’s budget.

Moon noted that the government will maintain an expansionary fiscal stance 
next year to bolster economic recovery, narrow inequalities and raise invest-
ment for the digital and green economies. 			              Agencies

Virus: South Korea’s Moon says 
country back to normal by November

GENEVA

Greenhouse gas concentrations 
hit a new record in 2020, the UN 
weather agency said yesterday, warn-
ing that the world was “way off track” 
to reach its goals for capping rising 
temperatures.

A report by the World Meteorologi-
cal Organization showed that carbon 
dioxide levels surged to 413.2 parts 
per million in 2020, rising more than 
the average rate over the last decade 
despite a temporary dip in emissions 
during COVID-19 lockdowns.

Secretary-General Petteri Taa-
las (pictured) said that the current 
rate of increase in heat-trapping 
gases would result in temperature 
rises “far in excess” of the 2015 Paris 
Agreement target of 1.5 C above the 
pre-industrial average this century.

“We are way off track,” he said. “We 
need to revisit our industrial, energy 
and transport systems and whole 
way of life,” he said, calling for a “dra-
matic increase” in commitments at 
the COP26 conference beginning Oct 
31. 

Representatives from nearly 200 
countries will meet in Glasgow, Scot-
land with a view to strengthening ac-
tion to tackle global warming under 
the Paris accord.

The annual report by the Geneva-
based agency measures the atmo-
spheric concentration of carbon 
dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide, 
the gases that are warming the plan-
et and triggering extreme weather 
events like heatwaves and intense 
rainfall.

The report confirmed, as expected, 
that the COVID-19 economic slow-
down “did not have any discernible 
impact on the atmospheric levels of 
greenhouse gases and their growth 
rates.”

It added that early readings showed 
levels of carbon dioxide, the gas that 
makes the biggest contribution to 
warming, continued to rise in 2021.

Even if deep emissions cuts are 
made now, climate scientists say the 
warming trend will remain intact be-
cause past carbon dioxide emissions 
stay in the atmosphere for centuries.

The WMO report also flagged con-
cerns about the ability of the ocean 
and land to absorb roughly half of 
the carbon dioxide emissions, saying 
that ocean uptake might be reduced 
due to higher sea surface tempera-
tures and other factors.

These ‘sinks’ act as a buffer and 
prevent the possibility of more dra-
matic temperature increases.

			   Agencies

UN warns world ‘way off track’ 
as greenhouse gases soar

25 October 2021
Your Excellency Secretary-Gen-

eral António Guterres,
Your Excellencies Diplomatic 

Envoys and Representatives of In-
ternational Organizations,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Friends,
Comrades,

Fifty years ago today, the 26th Ses-
sion of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations adopted, with an 
overwhelming majority, Resolution 
2758, and the decision was made to 
restore all rights of the People’s Re-
public of China in the United Nations 
and to recognize the representatives 
of the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China as the only legiti-
mate representatives of China to the 
United Nations. It was a victory for 
the Chinese people and a victory for 
people of the world.

Today, on this special date, we are 
here to review the past history and 
look to the future, and that makes 
our gathering all the more signifi-
cant.

The restoration of New China’s law-
ful seat in the United Nations was a 
momentous event for the world and 
the United Nations. It came as the re-
sult of joint efforts of all peace-loving 
countries that stood up for justice in 
the world. It marked the return of 
the Chinese people, or one-fourth of 
the world’s population, back to the 
UN stage. The importance was signif-
icant and far-reaching for both China 
and the wider world.

On this occasion, I wish to express, 
on behalf of the Chinese government 
and the Chinese people, heartfelt 
gratitude to all countries that co-
sponsored and supported UN Gen-
eral Assembly Resolution 2758, and 
to pay high tribute to all countries 
and people that stand on the side of 
justice.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Friends,
Comrades,
The past five decades since New 

China restored its lawful seat in the 
United Nations have witnessed Chi-
na’s peaceful development and its 
commitment and dedication to the 
welfare of all humanity.

— For these 50 years, the Chinese 
people have demonstrated an un-
tiring spirit and kept to the right 
direction of China’s development 
amidst changing circumstances, 
thus writing an epic chapter in 
the development of China and hu-
manity. Building on achievements in 
national construction and develop-
ment since the founding of New Chi-
na, the Chinese people have started 
the new historical era of reform and 
opening-up, and successfully initi-
ated and developed socialism with 
Chinese characteristics. We have 
continued to unleash and develop 
productivity and raise living stan-
dards, and achieved a historic break-
through of leaping from a country 
with relatively low productivity to 
the second largest economy in the 
world. Through much hard work, 
the Chinese people have attained the 
goal of fully building a moderately 
prosperous society on the vast land 
of China, and won the battle against 
poverty, thus securing a historic suc-
cess in eradicating absolute poverty. 
We have now embarked on a new 
journey toward fully building a mod-
ern socialist country and opened up 
bright prospects for the great rejuve-
nation of the Chinese nation.

— For these 50 years, the Chi-
nese people have stood in solidar-
ity and cooperation with people 
around the world and upheld 
international equity and jus-
tice, contributing significantly to 
world peace and development. 
The Chinese people are peace-lov-
ing people and know well the value 
of peace and stability. We have un-
swervingly followed an independent 
foreign policy of peace, stood firm 
for fairness and justice, and resolute-
ly opposed hegemony and power 
politics. The Chinese people are a 
strong supporter of other develop-
ing countries in their just struggle to 
safeguard sovereignty, security and 
development interests. The Chinese 
people are committed to achieving 
common development. From the 
Tazara Railway to the Belt and Road 
Initiative, we have done what we 
could to help other developing coun-
tries, and have offered the world new 
opportunities through our own de-
velopment. During the trying times 

of the COVID-19 pandemic, China has been active in 
sharing COVID response experience with the world, 
and has sent large quantities of supplies, vaccines and 
medicines to other countries, and deeply engaged in 
science-based cooperation on COVID-19 origins trac-
ing, all in a sincere and proactive effort to contribute 
to humanity’s final victory over the pandemic.

— For these 50 years, the Chinese people have 
upheld the authority and sanctity of the United 
Nations and practiced multilateralism, and China’s 
cooperation with the United Nations has deepened 
steadily. China has faithfully fulfilled its responsibil-
ity and mission as a permanent member of the UN Se-
curity Council, stayed true to the purposes and prin-
ciples of the UN Charter, and upheld the central role 
of the United Nations in international affairs. China 
has stood actively for political settlement of disputes 
through peaceful means. It has sent over 50,000 
peacekeepers to UN peacekeeping operations, and is 
now the second largest financial contributor to both 
the United Nations and UN peacekeeping operations. 
China has been among the first of countries to meet 
the UN Millennium Development Goals. It has taken 
the lead in implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development, accounting for over 70 percent of 
global poverty reduction. China has acted by the spirit 
of the UN Charter and the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights, and earnestly applied the universality of 
human rights in the Chinese context. It has blazed a 
path of human rights development that is consistent 
with the trend of the times and carries distinct Chi-
nese features, thus making major contribution to hu-
man rights progress in China and the international hu-
man rights cause. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Friends,
Comrades,
The trend of the world, vast and mighty, prospers 

those who follow it and perishes those who go against 
it. Over the last 50 years, for all the vicissitudes in 
the international landscape, the world has remained 
stable as a whole, thanks to the concerted efforts of 
people of all countries. The world economy has grown 
rapidly, and innovation in science and technology has 
kept breaking new ground. A large number of devel-
oping countries have grown stronger, over a billion 
people have walked out of poverty, and a population 
of several billion are moving toward modernization. 

In the world today, changes unseen in a century are 
accelerating, and the force for peace, development 
and progress has continued to grow. It falls upon us 
to follow the prevailing trend of history, and choose 
cooperation over confrontation, openness over seclu-
sion, and mutual benefit over zero-sum games. We 
shall be firm in opposing all forms of hegemony and 
power politics, as well as all forms of unilateralism and 
protectionism.

— We should vigorously advocate peace, devel-
opment, equity, justice, democracy and freedom, 
which are the common values of humanity, and 
work together to provide the right guiding philos-
ophy for building a better world. Peace and devel-
opment are our common cause, equity and justice our 
common aspiration, and democracy and freedom our 
common pursuit. The world we live in is diverse and 
colorful. Diversity makes human civilization what it 
is, and provides a constant source of vitality and driv-
ing force for world development. As a Chinese saying 
goes, “Without achieving the good of one hundred var-
ious schools, the uniqueness of one individual cannot 
be achieved.” No civilization in the world is superior 
to others; every civilization is special and unique to its 
own region. Civilizations can achieve harmony only 
through communication, and can make progress only 
through harmonization. Whether a country’s path of 
development works is judged, first and foremost, by 
whether it fits the country’s conditions; whether it fol-
lows the development trend of the times; whether it 
brings about economic growth, social advancement, 
better livelihoods and social stability; whether it has 
the people’s endorsement and support; and whether it 
contributes to the progressive cause of humanity.

— We should jointly promote the building of a 
community with a shared future for mankind, and 
work together to build an open, inclusive, clean 
and beautiful world that enjoys lasting peace, uni-
versal security and common prosperity. The hu-
man race is an integral community and Earth is our 
common homeland. No person or country can thrive 
in isolation. Humanity should overcome difficulties in 
solidarity and pursue common development in har-
mony. We should keep moving toward a community 
with a shared future for mankind, and jointly create a 
better future. To build a community with a shared fu-
ture for mankind is not to replace one system or civili-
zation with another. Instead, it is about countries with 
different social systems, ideologies, histories, cultures 
and levels of development coming together for shared 
interests, shared rights and shared responsibilities 

in global affairs, and creating the greatest 
synergy for building a better world. 

— We should stay committed to mu-
tual benefit and win-win results, and 
work together to promote economic 
and social development for the greater 
benefit of our people. As ancient Chinese 
observed, “The essence of governance is 
livelihood; and the essence of livelihood 
is adequacy. Development and happy lives 
are the common aspirations of people in all 
countries. Development is meaningful only 
when it is for the people’s interest, and can 
sustain only when it is motivated by the 
people. Countries should put their people 
front and center, and strive to realize de-
velopment with a higher level of quality, ef-
ficiency, equity, sustainability and security. 
It is important to resolve the problem of 
unbalanced and inadequate development, 
and make development more balanced, 
coordinated and inclusive. It is also im-
portant to strengthen the people’s capac-
ity for development, foster a development 
environment where everyone takes part 
and has a share, and create a development 
paradigm where its outcome benefits ev-
ery person in every country more directly 
and fairly. Not long ago, at the 76th Session 
of the UN General Assembly, I proposed 
a Global Development Initiative with the 
hope that countries will work together to 
overcome impacts of COVID-19 on global 
development, accelerate implementation 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Devel-
opment, and build a global community of 
development with a shared future. 

— We should step up cooperation, 
and work together to address the vari-
ous challenges and global issues facing 
humanity. The international commu-
nity is confronted by regional disputes 
as well as global issues such as terrorism, 
climate change, cybersecurity and bios-
ecurity. Only with more inclusive global 
governance, more effective multilateral 
mechanisms and more active regional co-
operation, can these issues be addressed 
effectively. Climate change is Nature’s 
alarm bell to humanity. Countries need to 
take concrete actions to protect Mother 
Nature. We need to encourage green re-
covery, green production and green con-
sumption, promote a civilized and healthy 
lifestyle, foster harmony between man and 
Nature, and let a sound ecology and envi-
ronment be the inexhaustible source of 
sustainable development. 

 — We should resolutely uphold the 
authority and standing of the United 
Nations, and work together to practice 
true multilateralism. Building a com-
munity with a shared future for mankind 
requires a strong United Nations and re-
form and development of the global gov-
ernance system. Countries should uphold 
the international system with the United 
Nations at its core, the international or-
der underpinned by international law and 
the basic norms of international relations 
based on the purposes and principles of 
the UN Charter. International rules can 
only be made by the 193 UN Member States 
together, and not decided by individual 
countries or blocs of countries. Interna-
tional rules should be observed by the 193 
UN Member States, and there is and should 
be no exception. Countries should respect 
the United Nations, take good care of the 
UN family, refrain from exploiting the Or-
ganization, still less abandoning it at one’s 
will, and make sure that the United Nations 
plays an even more positive role in advanc-
ing humanity’s noble cause of peace and 
development. China will be happy to work 
with all countries under the principle of 
extensive consultation, joint contribution 
and shared benefits to explore new ideas 
and new models of cooperation and keep 
enriching the practice of multilateralism 
under new circumstances. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Friends,
Comrades,

A review of the past can light the way for-
ward. Standing at a new historical starting 
point, China will stay committed to the path 
of peaceful development and always be a 
builder of world peace. China will stay com-
mitted to the path of reform and opening-
up and always be a contributor to global 
development. China will stay committed to 
the path of multilateralism and always be a 
defender of the international order. 

As an ancient Chinese poem reads, “Green 
hills immerse in the same  cloud and rain. 
The same moon lights up towns however 
far away.” Let us join hands, stand on the 
right side of history and the side of human 
progress, and work tirelessly for the lasting 
and peaceful development of the world and 
for building a community with a shared fu-
ture for mankind!

Thank you. 

Speech by H.E. Xi Jinping President of the People’s Republic of China at the conference marking the 50th 
anniversary of the Restoration Of the Lawful Seat of the People’s Republic of China  in the United Nations

Chinese President Xi Jinping delivers an important speech at a 
commemorative meeting marking the 50th anniversary of the 
restoration of the People’s Republic of China’s lawful seat in 
the United Nations (UN), in Beijing yesterday. Xinhua
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By Correspondent Lloyd Elipokea

AHEAD of the new season, many Tan-
zanians had nursed hopes that Simba SC 
would capably be able to advance very 
far in the CAF Champions League. 

The grounds for this sanguine senti-
ment were that Simba SC had gone over 
and beyond Tanzanians’ expectations 
with their classy showings in the CAF 
Champions League during recent sea-
sons.

However, those hopes have now come 
a cropper as the outcome of Simba SC’s 
second leg CAF Champions League’s 
second preliminary round tie against 
Jwaneng Galaxy of Botswana last Sunday 
so vividly demonstrates.

Indeed, despite playing at home within 
the comfortable confines of the state-of-
the-art Benjamin Mkapa Stadium here 
in Dar es Salaam, Simba SC, last Sunday, 
lost the second leg against Galaxy of Bot-
swana 3-1 in a defeat that spelled doom 
and gloom for their Champions League 
prospects.

Having won the first leg 2-0 in Gaboro-
ne, Botswana a bit over a week ago, Simba 
SC had been widely expected to win the 

Simba SC suffers a cruel setback in 
2021/22 CAF Champions League   

By Correspondent Faustine Feliciane

TANZANIAN football fanatics have 
reasons to smile, given the Firm23 has 
introduced a new application, which 
will see the fans enjoy the NBC Premier 
League teams’ news and live score 
updates via a system dubbed ‘Live Ball’.

Speaking to The Guardian Dar es 
Salaam recently, Firm23 Company 
Chief Executive Officer, Isaak Damian, 
said ‘Live Ball’ is a sports data digital 
system developed by Firm 23 Ltd for 
the NBC Premier League.

The system brings together a 
sophisticated computer-engineered 
panel and a simple football mobile 
application.  

“Firm 23 has been collaborating with 
the Tanzania Premier League Board for 
the past 18 months to make this possible, 
including collecting and compiling 
what has been scarce data from the 
previous season for data analysis, 
however, the ‘Live Ball’ revolution has 
started with this new season that’s 
underway in which extreme data is 
collected and showcased during and 
after live Premier League Matches,” he 
said.

Damian disclosed: ‘’The goal is to 
mine data from the grassroots football 
level, down to the U-15 leagues.’’

‘’With that kind of collection, our 
intention of enhancing scouting to elite 
standards will be realized. This is the 
point where individual collectors will 
play a great role which will be beneficial 
to them, as well.’’

The Project
Commenting on how they came 

up with this App, Isaak said with the 
huge and steady growth rate the NBC 
Premier League has experienced in 
recent years, it still felt like there’s room 
for a lot more especially in solidifying 
its presence on digital grounds.

“As football stakeholders at heart, we 
saw it as a major opportunity for us to 
utilize our technical skills and actively 
participate in the league modernization 
efforts. Firm 23 excels at creating digital 
products and that became the birth of 
the project,’’ Damian stated.

Works
Commenting on how it works, the 

company’s Marketing Head, Kelvin 
George, said that since its deployment 
and launch, Live Ball has been of huge 
interest to football fans.

George revealed through the mobile 
app, fans will get live updates of their 
favourite NBC Premier League live 
scores as the scores go in.

He pointed out that, these insights 
not only add immense value to Premier 
League, but also they are fundamental 
in player development to know vital 
areas of improvement, they can be 
used by players and clubs in contract 
negotiations, together counting and 
transfers to know predictions which 
player or club are compatible in the 
style of play, match by sports journalists 
and betting companies, virtual game 
development (FIFA) the possibilities 
are vast and they all lead to new direct 
revenue streams for clubs, players and 
companies.

“Football fans engage to view the 
scores and insights on the Live Ball app 
(enthusiasts can download at liveball.

Simba SC midfielder, Hassan Dilunga (R), dribbles past Botswana’s Jwaneng Galaxy FC’s Thabo Kebonyemodisa when the clubs locked 
horns in 2021/22 CAF Champions League’s second preliminary round’s fixture at Benjamin Mkapa Stadium in Dar es Salaam last 
Sunday. Jwaneng Galaxy FC won 3-1. PHOTO: COURTESY OF SIMBA SC
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io/download ) which serves as a great digital platform 
to reach consumers of brands while also …every match, 
the play-by-play analysis of each player to know how 
they performed, after all, football is a game of history & 
numbers,” he added.

He further explains the benefit of Live Ball that it has 
opened new doors for Firm 23 to strike up strategic 
partnerships with multiple companies looking to enter 
or strengthen their presence in the football market 
through the digital route.

“It’s a global market that was valued north of $30 
Billion in 2019 and according to the global football 
market analysis that share will only soar in upcoming 
years, this is evident in our home league with the nature 
of the current deals involved in the premiership”. We 
want to use our data mine to leverage a piece of that,” 
George noted.

He explained that to the core football fan it is a concept 
that is fairly familiar, with modern leagues in Europe 
already implementing something similar.

Regardless of their favourite football club, fans get to 
know how the teams faired in games, or how their players 
performed such as player touches, dribbles completed, 
chances created, successful tackles, and such.

He said the vision in five years is to enhance East 
African football to the highest standards.

Data-driven approaches by small clubs like Brentford 
in England have catapulted and allowed them to muscle 
with clubs having 10 times more resources than them at 
the pinnacle of world football in a matter of a few years.

George pointed out: “At the same time creating 
millions more in revenues. The same blueprint can be 
utilized by local clubs by excessively utilizing the data we 
will be providing. We want to be one of the major players 
to facilitate the data revolution in African football.’’

Challenges
Unless one is a global brand, almost every business 

out there goes by on a limited budget, especially for 
advertising.

The challenge lies in finding the right techniques 
and platform to handle the limited resources while 
measuring effectiveness at the same time.

George noted: ‘’Being too ambitious equates to too 
much risk while being cautious and spending little 
resources may end up with unnoticed efforts. Allocation 
is proving a good challenge, but we’re up to the task.’’

“Currently our goal is to complete the establishment 
of the project on all the fronts we had targeted. 
Unfortunately, it doesn’t involve that, however, as we 
scale it’s something that is already in the books.’’

Advice for the youths
Damian said life is a set of challenges waiting to be 

tackled to unlock growth. Fortunately, we need to grow 
to fit the box that represents our ambition.

According to the official, the bigger the ambition the 
more growth needed, challenges are stepping stones to 
that.

He stated unfortunately, growth demands a lot so grit 
is crucial.

Damian pointed out: ‘’I believe success lies in grit, to 
pursue what’s important to you and be resilient in the 
face of failure.’’

‘’It is a crucial component of success, independent of 
and beyond what talent and intelligence contribute.’’

A football enthusiast, Mngashwa Semboja, said the 
Live Ball app is very important especially for all football 
fans because it covers live scores, notification updates 
for football matches.

“Sometimes fans don’t want to sit and watch television 
for the whole day so using the app will be a better 
solution for us.’’

Mngashwa added that not every time an enthusiast will 
have time to follow clashes on television at, for instance, 
an entertainment area, office, and other places, thus, 
there is no good way to watch a fan’s favourite games so 
through his or her mobile phone the fanatics can watch 
football through the application.

A Dar es Salaam businessman said: “It is very easy to 
use this app which contains different features, including 
NBC Premier League, live scores, ball by ball, and the 
fastest live updates, no matter where you are you can 
read easily.’’

second leg at a canter but 
the pesky Botswanan out-
fit put a dampener on our 
anticipated carnival atmos-
phere by winning the sec-
ond leg 3-1 and progressing 
onto the next stage of the 
prestigious tourney via the 
away goals rule. 

Another bitterly sorrow-
ful takeaway from Simba’s 
massive stumble last week-
end is the fact that both 
Yanga and Simba have 
been cruelly chucked out 
of continental football’s 
most respected competi-
tion despite it being only 
early days in this season’s 
installment of the champi-
ons league.

Hopefully, then, Yanga 
and Simba will ably prove 
up to the task of drawing 
vital lessons from their re-
spective CAF Champions 
League miseries, one of 
which most surely must 
be resisting the bewitching 

charms of overconfidence.
Let us now alter our gaze to women’s tennis where a cer-

tain Tunisian star, Ons Jabeur, has recently been grabbing 
the headlines with her positively eye-catching displays on 
the global women’s tennis landscape.

Indeed, a week or so ago, Jabeur registered a landmark 
achievement in her career by becoming the first Arab ten-
nis player (male or female) to be ranked inside the world’s 
top 10 of women’s tennis.

Indisputably, the achievement was a historic milestone 
as no Tunisian or Arab player has ever soared to tennis’ 
heady heights extraordinarily that Jabeur is doing at pre-
sent.

Moreover, it is a frustrating fact that the tale of African 
performances in global tennis since the last century to 
date has been distinctly one of underachievement.

It should be remembered here that only South African 
players have distinguished themselves in global tennis and 
these legends include Wayne Ferreira in the 1990s and of 
course, the tall and lanky Kevin Andersen in the present 
day.

Apart from the two aforesaid South African players, 
virtually no African has been able to leave their mark on 
global tennis throughout the last century and so far in this 
century too.

Thus, Africa’s sorry record in global tennis should put 
Jabeur’s heroic feat in the fitting perspective that it merits: 
that it reveals her to be a uniquely special tennis player par 
excellence.

Company introduces new 
application for Dar soccer fans

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

ATHLETICS Tanzania (AT) says it has 
put in place mechanisms that will make 
the next month’s NBC Dodoma Marathon 
a success.

NBC Dodoma Marathon will be held 
in Dodoma on November 7, seeking to 
support efforts to promote athletics 
and put weight behind humanitarian 
projects.

Michael Washa, AT Technical Director, 
said they are ready to make the event 
successful.

“We expect many athletes both local 
and international to compete at the 
event, we have put all mechanisms which 
will see the event being very successful,” 
he said. 

He said as it was the last edition, this 
year’s marathon is also recognized by the 
World Athletics (WA).

“Soon experts in race timing system 

Athletics Tanzania out to make NBC 
Dodoma Marathon a success   

Athletes battle it out in a past Ngorongoro Half Marathon, which was held in Arusha.

will arrive in the country for the race 
measurements and other related issues.’’

‘’The coming of experts in race timing 
system will make the marathon one of the 
best in the country,” he said.     

Washa could not disclose prize money 
which will be presented to winners and 
also the beneficiaries of the money raised, 
saying NBC and AT will soon make the 
issue public.

The money raised during last year’s 
event was used for backing people getting 
treatment for cervical cancer at Ocean 
Road Cancer Hospital.

A half marathon is a road running 
event of 21.0975 kilometers (13 miles 192.5 
yards)— half the distance of a marathon.

It is common for a half marathon event 
to be held concurrently with a marathon 
or a 5K race, using almost the same 
course with a late start, an early finish, or 
shortcuts.

If finisher medals are awarded, the 

medal or ribbon may differ from those for 
the full marathon.

The half marathon is also known as a 
21K, 21.1K, or 13.1 miles, although these 
values are rounded and not formally 
correct.

A half marathon world record is 
officially recognized by the International 
Association of Athletics Federations.

The official IAAF world record for men 
is 57:32, set by Kibiwott Kandie of Kenya in 
December 2020 in Valencia, Spain, and for 
women is 1:04:51, set by Joyciline Jepkosgei 
of Kenya on October 22, 2017, in Valencia, 
Spain.

Participation in half marathons has 
grown steadily since 2003, partly because 
it is a challenging distance, but does not 
require the same level of training that a 
marathon does.

In 2008, Running USA reported that the 
half marathon is the fastest-growing type 
of race.

Dar es Salaam jogging outfit, Kingstone Peace, in action at the commemoration of the Day of Children With 
Macrocephaly Ailment, which took place at Mnazi Mmoja ground yesterday. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT 
SABATO KASIKA
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BARCELONA

BARCELONA have condemned 
the “violent and disdainful acts” 
faced by coach Ronald Koeman 
when he left the Camp Nou after a 
2-1 El Clasico defeat to arch-rivals 
Real Madrid on Sunday.

After the game, when Koeman 
tried to leave the stadium in his 
car, a number of people surround-
ed and slapped the vehicle as the 
Barca coach edged forward until 
getting away. 

The club released a statement 
on social media which read: “FC 
Barcelona publicly condemns the 
violent and disdainful acts that 
our manager experienced when 
leaving the Camp Nou.

“The club will take security and 
disciplinary measures so that such 
unfortunate events do not happen 
again.”

There were no crowd restric-
tions for the first time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the Camp 
Nou welcomed back 86,000 sup-
porters for El Clasico.

However, Koeman became the 
first Barca manager to lose his 
first three El Clasico matches as 
goals from David Alaba and Lucas 
Vazquez sealed the win for Ma-
drid.

Sergio Aguero’s first goal for Bar-
ca proved to be a consolation as 
they sit ninth in the LaLiga table, 
with 15 points from nine matches, 
six points behind leaders Real So-
ciedad, who have played an addi-
tional game.

Koeman has come under scru-
tiny in the wake of the team’s me-
diocre results, leading to specula-
tion over his future at the club.

Meanwhile, Barcelona manager 
Ronald Koeman said his side is not 
inferior to Real Madrid despite 
losing a fourth straight Clasico at 
Camp Nou on Sunday.

Goals from David Alaba and 
Lucas Vazquez earned the three 
points for Madrid in a 2-1 victory, 
with Sergio Aguero’s first goal for 
Barca proving nothing more than 
a consolation.

Koeman is yet to beat Madrid 
in three games since taking over 
as Barca coach last year. This lat-
est loss comes after recent Cham-
pions League group stage defeats 
to Bayern Munich and Benfica, as 
well as a league loss to Atletico 
Madrid. 

However, the Dutch coach, who 
was handed a stay of execution 
before the international break by 
president Joan Laporta, insists his 
team is getting closer to the top 
teams.

“Of course we have to demand 
that we win these games,” Koe-
man said in a postgame news con-
ference having claimed earlier this 
season that Barca cannot be ex-
pected to compete at the top level.

“In the game today we have 
shown that we’re not inferior to 
Madrid. But instead of going 1-0 
up, we go 1-0 down and that has a 
massive effect on the match. But 
we have shown that, little by little, 
we’re improving and we’re closer 

to winning big games.”
Some supporters didn’t share 

Koeman’s sentiment after the 
game as a group of them sur-
rounded and impeded his car as 
he drove out of Camp Nou, yell-
ing for him to step down. The club 
condemned the fans’ “violent ac-
tions” in statement, saying: “FC 
Barcelona publicly condemns the 
violent and disdainful acts that 
our manager experienced when 
leaving the Camp Nou.

“The Club will take security and 
disciplinary measures so that such 
unfortunate events do not happen 
again.”

Koeman felt Barca started 
brightly but the game swung 
when Sergino Dest missed a gilt-
edged chance in the 25th minute, 
with Alaba opening the scoring at 
the other end a few minutes later.

“We were good in the first half,” 
Koeman added. “We controlled 
the game well and we had a big 
chance to take the lead, but once 
they score the first they can play 
their game in the second half.

“They played to their strengths, 
waiting and defending. And we did 
not have any big chances to level. 
You need to attack and take risks, 
but you know Madrid’s strength in 
counterattacking play.”

The win temporarily takes Ma-
drid top of the table on 20 points, 
five clear of Barca in eighth. Ma-
drid coach Carlo Ancelotti said his 
side played a disciplined game.

“A practical game, an intelligent 
game. Defensively very good, with 
the ball we could have played out 
better in the first half but we were 
very efficient on the counter,” An-
celotti added. “This team has qual-
ity of course and we have to enjoy 
it. I’m happy, they’re three points, 
it was a difficult game. Barca made 
the game complicated for us, it 
wasn’t simple.”

Ancelotti, in his second stint as 
Madrid manager, said the win was 
special considering the rivalry but 
tempered expectations.

“El Clasico is the most important 
game and we won here, we’re hap-
py but unfortunately they’re only 
three points. I don’t like to get into 
other teams. Barca played a good 
game, they can’t be reproached,” 
the Italian gaffer added.

But Koeman said losing a Clasico 
is about more than three points.

“A Clasico is more than three 
points, I understand that perfect-
ly,” Koeman said. “But we have no 
time to get down, we have another 
game on Wednesday [in LaLiga at 
Rayo Vallecano].

“The season is long and a lot can 
happen. We have to keep going 
and winning games to cut the gap. 
We’re sad today, but tomorrow 
we start preparing for the next 
match.”

It was the first Clasico played 
with fans since the pandemic, 
with almost 90,000 supporters 
filing into Camp Nou. Koeman 
thanked them for their support 
but criticised them for whistling 
striker Luuk de Jong when he was 
brought on late on.

Koeman fan clashes: Barca 
condemn violence

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

LONDON

LIVERPOOL forward Mohamed 
Salah has become the top-scoring 
African player in Premier League 
history following his hat trick against 
Manchester United at Old Trafford 
on Sunday.

The Egypt international came into 
the match on 103 -- one behind for-
mer Chelsea forward Didier Drogba 
-- but has now overtaken the Ivory 
Coast legend with a tally of 106. 

With Liverpool 2-0 up at Old Traf-
ford, Salah netted his first on 38 min-
utes to equal Drogba’s tally before 
overtaking it with almost the final 
kick of the first half to put his side 
4-0 ahead.

He added a fifth on 50 minutes 
and, in doing so, became the first vis-
iting player to score a hat trick at Old 
Trafford in Premier League history.

Salah scored one goal in 13 ap-
pearances while at Chelsea in 2014, 
but the rest have come since he re-
turned to English football to sign for 
Liverpool in 2017.

He won the Premier League Gold-

en Boot with a single-season record 
of 32 in his first full campaign in the 
league in 2017-18 and was the joint 
leading marksman 12 months later.

Salah helped Liverpool win their 
first Premier League title in 2019-20 
when they ended a run of 30 years 
without being crowned champions 
of England.

Drogba, who enjoyed two spells at 
Chelsea from 2004 to 2012 and 2014-
15, won the Golden Boot on two oc-
casions (2006-07 and 2009-10) and 
was a Premier League champion 
four times.

Salah, 29, has some way to go 
catch former Blackburn Rovers 
and Newcastle United forward Alan 
Shearer, who is the Premier League’s 
all-time leading marksman on 260, 
while ex-Manchester City frontman 
Sergio Aguero is the top-scoring non-
European with 184.

Salah’s Liverpool teammate Sadio 
Mane is the next highest-scoring Af-
rican player with 100 goals, which 
includes 21 from his time at South-
ampton.

(Agencies)

Salah passes Drogba as Africa’s top Prem scorer

Solskjaer running out of time 
after Liverpool humiliation 

By Mark Ogden, Senior Writer, ESPN FC 

THE Liverpool supporters chanted 
“Ole Must Stay” towards the end of 
their brutal 5-0 dismantling of Man-
chester United and, an hour after 
his team’s humiliation at the hands 
of their greatest rivals, Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer gave his Liverpudlian tor-
mentors exactly what they wanted 
by insisting he is still the man for the 
job at Old Trafford.

There were no United fans sing-
ing Solskjaer’s name during United’s 
biggest-ever home defeat against 
Liverpool, though. Solskjaer might 
believe he can still be a success, but 
he is beginning to sound like a man 
raging against a storm that is about 
to engulf him.

When Jose Mourinho’s United lost 
3-1 at Anfield in December 2018, the 
former Chelsea manager was sacked 
within 48 hours. That was a bad day 
at Anfield, but this was much, much 
worse for United. If Solskjaer sur-
vives to take charge of another game, 
it will be because United cannot find 
a suitable replacement rather than 
because of his ability to do the job.

The Glazer family, United’s own-
ers, have always taken time to 
change their managers since Sir 
Alex Ferguson retired in 2013. David 
Moyes, Louis van Gaal and Mourinho 
were all dismissed months after it 
became obvious that the team were 
stuck in a downward spiral. History 
will be repeating itself if they persist 
with Solskjaer.

Jurgen Klopp, who rejected the 
chance to manage United in 2014 
following the sacking of Moyes, is a 
world-class coach with a world-class 
team. It showed at Old Trafford as 
Liverpool destroyed United, with 
Mohamed Salah scoring a hat trick to 
maintain his incredible run of form.

“The result is insane,” Klopp said. 
“I asked if there was one like this in 
history and if there isn’t then it will 
take a while. The players put a nice 
piece in the book.”

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer

sheet in their last 21 games. 
United have lost five of their last 

nine games in all competitions and 
collected just one point from 12 in 
the Premier League. They have won 
three times in that run -- a 2-1 victory 
at West Ham following a stoppage-
time penalty miss by the home side, 
a 2-1 win against Villarreal with a 
Cristiano Ronaldo goal five minutes 
into added time and Wednesday’s 3-2 
win against Atalanta, when United 
trailed 2-0 at half-time following a 
disastrous start to the game.

When United win, they only seem 
to do so in a chaotic manner, and it’s 
the same when they lose. But accord-
ing to Solskjaer, who has now been in 
charge for just short of three years, 
his team is on the brink of reaching 
its destination -- whatever that is.

“I have come too far, we have come 
too far as a group and we are too 
close to give up now,” he said, when 
asked if he has any doubts over his 
suitability for the job. “I do believe in 
myself and I am close to getting what 
we want at this club.”

Time will tell. United’s £135 million 
spending spree on Jadon Sancho, 
Raphael Varane and Ronaldo has 
done little to better the side, and it 
is difficult to pinpoint a single player 
who has improved under Solskjaer.

Under Klopp, you can point to sev-
eral Liverpool players who have de-
veloped into world-class performers. 
Salah is the obvious example.

But the Glazers still believe that 
Solskjaer is the man, and so does 
the man himself, but if he remains 
in charge for the games ahead, it is 
difficult to see where a win is com-
ing from. Next up are away games at 
Tottenham and Atalanta. The next 
home game? Just the small matter 
of neighbours, and champions, Man-
chester City.

So things could get a lot worse be-
fore they start to get better for Man-
chester United.

----

Liverpool are a team of players 
who know exactly what they are do-
ing and they consistently execute the 
coach’s plan to the letter, with recent 
successes in the Champions League 
and Premier League a testament to 
Klopp’s ability to build a winning 
team.

But Solskjaer, who said after this 
game that his side have hit a “brick 
wall” in recent weeks, is drifting from 
one dismal result to another. And 
he has now become the subject of 
ridicule from opposition supporters 
who mercilessly chanted “Ole, give 
us a wave” as Liverpool played keep-
ball in the closing stages.

For Solskjaer, this was a day when 
everything that could go wrong did 
go wrong. Less than 60 seconds af-
ter Bruno Fernandes missed a clear 
chance to open the scoring on four 
minutes, Liverpool took the lead 
through Naby Keita following the 
first display of calamitous defending 

by his players.
By half-time, it was 4-0 and Unit-

ed’s defending failed to improve, 
with Luke Shaw and Harry Maguire 
colliding with each other in a comi-
cal attempt to stop Liverpool before 
Diogo Jota scored the second.

And even after Salah had made 
it 5-0 early in the second-half, Cris-
tiano Ronaldo saw a consolation 
goal ruled out for offside by VAR 
-- cue further mocking celebrations 
by Liverpool’s fans -- and substitute 
Paul Pogba was sent off (again after 
a VAR review) following a studs-up 
challenge on Keita.

All of the above could be attrib-
uted to individual errors by United’s 
players, but it happens too often 
with this team for those mistakes to 
be a coincidence. Top teams don’t 
make the same errors, over and over 
again, but under Solskjaer, United 
appear stuck in a loop of miserable 
incompetence, with just one clean 

By Graham Hunter, ESPN Spain writer 

ONLY time will tell whether this 
2-1 Clasico defeat to Real Madrid will 
prove to be a final referendum on 
Ronald Koeman’s right to continue 
his increasingly pale imitation of a 
Barcelona coach.

But if those in power at the Camp 
Nou, where Barca suffered their 
fourth straight defeat to Madrid for 
the first time since the Beatles were 
breaking through in the 1960s, decide 
to take this performance as an indi-
cator of Koeman’s credibility -- not 
his legacy -- as someone in the right 
frame of mind, making the right deci-
sions and showing his players the cor-
rect way forward, you would under-
stand if they believe there are better 
options.

One of the symbols of this game 
came from Luka Modric, Madrid’s 
36-year-old midfield maestro. It was 
not just the fact that he devoured 
Frenkie De Jong and had Gavi for 
afters, nor even that he consistently 
made it look like the visiting side had 
12 men.

The iconic nature of his afternoon, 
in which he mixed technical skill, 
streetwise nous, intensity, use of 
space and a sheer winner’s mentality, 
was seeing Modric with his arms out-
stretched in front of him in admoni-
tion to his teammates.

Variously the arms-akimbo image 
said: “Why didn’t you finish Barca 
off?” “Why didn’t you make the right 
pass?” “Why are we still living on the 
edge in a game that should be put to 
bed?” Indeed, one the arms-out be-
seechments might have asked: “Why 
aren’t there three or four of me in-
stead of just one?” 

It was that kind of afternoon. 
Tantric football. The delayed gratifi-
cation came in a flurry of foolishness 
and failure, with Madrid finally get-
ting the two-goal lead their football 
had merited -- even after that, Barca 
scored through Sergio Aguero -- but 
Los Blancos were worthy winners.

Carlo Ancelotti’s men had a bet-
ter mentality, made better decisions, 
showed a better work rate, executed 

Barcelona’s Clasico defeat exposed Koeman’s shortcomings
he’s talented. Yes, the Catalan crowd 
yearns achingly for someone to love 
and adore now that Messi has been sold 
down the river by the club board. And, 
yes, he can play.

But none of that excuses the fact he is 
sloppy in possession and makes on-the-
ball decisions fuelled by his wish to be 
centre stage and adored. When his run 
or control puts him into an opportunity 
area, Memphis looks immediately for a 
defender to square up, to dribble past.

A good coach -- or one who was paying 
proper attention -- would be seeing the 
positives and eliminating the negatives. 
However, just as was the case recently 
when Memphis gifted the ball away and 
Atletico capitalized to score, so the team 
from the other half of Spain’s capital 
took the same route on Sunday.

With the score 0-0, Memphis moved 
with the speed of thought, and limb, 
you might expect from a Sunday league 
footballer, he lost possession to David 
Alaba. Three passes later, following in-
volvement from Vinicius Jr. and Rodry-
go, Alaba was re-supplied the ball and, 
having run free of any defenders, pro-
duced a world-class finish.

The decisive second goal came from 
a yet another goal-producing burst up-
field -- the fifth such concession in Koe-
man’s three Clasico defeats as manager, 
for those counting -- with Marco Asensio 
showing clean heels to his pursuers and 
then, after a Marc-Andre ter Stegen save, 
one of those kind of “frozen in horror” 
moments.

better passing and there was always 
a better chance they would score.

In a word: better.
But back to Koeman. Under him, 

Barcelona keep getting caught by 
sucker punches. Not just against 
Madrid, but that is what counts 
here. Across their last three Clasico 
defeats, there have been a plethora 
of occasions when opposing run-
ners from midfield or the back line 
“appear” up in the spaces that Bar-
celona fear being penetrated, yet 
neither the coach nor the players 
seem to learn.

Last time at Camp Nou -- exactly 
one year ago -- it was Modric and 
Fede Valverde popping up in scor-
ing areas because they timed their 
runs beautifully and Barcelona ei-
ther failed to spot their ideas, or did 
not bother reacting.

Ditto the first goal the Catalans 
conceded at Madrid’s Alfredo Di Ste-
fano stadium in April. Just as he did 
to score the second goal on Sunday, 
Lucas rampaged down the right 
from a full-back position, enjoying 
time and space to set up Karim Ben-
zema.

Make no mistake, Madrid are a 
sensationally good counter-attack 
side. The word ‘transition’ is en 
vogue right now and it’s not a bad 
one. Whether under Ancelotti or 
Zinedine Zidane, they are very 
good at going from a defending “all-
hands-on-deck” situation to one 
where either you create danger, or 

actually score.
Madrid play with verve and 

make quick decisions that offset 
the knowledge that their midfield-
ers are not the quickest sprinters; 
instead, what the likes of Modric, 
Kroos and Casemiro are asked to 
do -- and to perfection -- is think and 
pass quickly.

That was enough to undo Barce-
lona on Sunday: Speed of thought 
and speed of action met speed of 
fleet foot, and what resulted was 
Madrid’s fourth straight win over 
their biggest rivals for the first time 
in almost 60 years.

One of Koeman’s main flaws, and 
this should be sufficiently condem-
natory on its own, is that the whole 
of his team is still less than the sum 
of the parts. Never mind this being 
Barcelona’s first Clasico without 
Lionel Messi on the club’s books 
for nearly a quarter of a century, it 
is the quality and quantity of effort 
without him that counts.

Rivals of quality now fully expect 
to punch into holes that Barcelona 
leave thanks to a high defensive line 
and the fact they consistently lose 
the ball in situations that might be 
far from their goal, but which adept 
transition teams see as a “thank you 
very much for your naive generos-
ity” moment.

Meanwhile, there is no question 
that Memphis Depay, very definitely 
a Koeman favourite, has an ego that 
outstrips his decision-making. Yes, 



By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

A few days after the Tanzania Football Federation (TFF) had host-
ed the inaugural Athletes’ Awards, the federation disclosed it has 
heard complaints from football stakeholders about their dissatisfac-
tion with some of the winners of last season’s awards and will rectify 
the shortcomings.

The awards ceremony was held in Dar es Salaam last Thursday 
and there were some complaints about the winners, with some soc-
cer stakeholders stating they were not eligible for the honours.

The stakeholders moreover disclosed that the nomination seems 
to be more ridiculous than the reality of such prestigious awards.

However, TFF Awards Committee’s Chairman, Ahmed Mgoyi, said 
they had received various comments on the awards after complaints 
surfaced and they would work on improving future awards.

“These are the first awards for TFF. I admit we have faced several 
challenges and we have to encounter them, but committee mem-
bers have different views, although we reach an agreement until we 
are all on one page,’’ he said.

“We do not care how the comments are presented and how the 
presenter presents them, but we will set the criteria that will be used 
to find the winner for each of the respective awards, to eliminate the 
flaws that have arisen.”

Kagera Sugar head coach Francis Baraza, who was nominated for 
the Best Coach award alongside Didier Gomes of Simba SC, congrat-
ulated the winners and suggested additional prizes.

“Everything is perfect. Congratulations to TFF, but what I would 
like to advise them to do is they should not just give them awards 
with certain logos, there should be a clear amount of money to add 
more incentives,’’ the coach revealed.

The Kenyan coach as well contested the award with Zambian gaf-
fer George Lwandamina of Azam FC.

The prizes, which faced plenty of criticism, were the Best Player of 
the Year prize which went to Simba SC skipper John Bocco instead 
of the side’s former midfielder Clatous Chama who was seen as the 
right winner by the stakeholders.

The Azam Sports Federation Cup Best Player prize went to mid-
fielder Feisal Salum of Yanga instead of Simba’s former midfielder 
Luis Miquissone that allegedly deserved it because he had high 
numbers in terms of goals and assist.

The Best Motivator of the Year award presented to Nick Leonard 
alias ‘Bongo Zozo’ was as well criticized, because Yanga’s spokes-
man, Haji Manara, who served as Simba’s information officer in the 
past season, was perceived as the ideal person for the prize.

Manara, the stakeholders opined, was active for the whole season 
compared with Leonard who in most cases roots for Taifa Stars.

Young Player award presented to Coastal Union midfielder, Abdul 
Suleiman ‘Sopu’, is said to be unfairly presented as he has played in 
the Premier League since 2017.

TFF handed over more than 25 awards to players, coaches, and 
other officials who did well in the Mainland Premier League for the 
2020/21 season.

Solskjaer running out of time after 
Liverpool humiliation

Dar boxer to fight in AIBA 
World Championships today    

TFF committee promises to improve 
Athletes’ Awards nomination process      

Geita Gold FC 
leadership 
issues reasons 
for sacking 
Ndayiragije           

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

TANZANIAN Lightweight boxer, 
Yusuf Changarawe, will be in action 
today in this year’s International 
Boxing Association World Box-
ing Championships, facing Odijon 
Aslonov from Uzbekistan in Bel-
grade, Serbia.

Lukelo Wililo, the Tanzania 
Open Boxing Federation (OBFT) 
Secretary-General and leader of 
the national team that has traveled 
to Serbia for the showpiece, said 
the local boxer is ready for today’s 
bout, listed as number 58. 

He said the national side’s Light-
welterweight pugilist, Kassim 
Mbutwike, will tomorrow face Ser-
bian, Dejlan Toskic, in bout num-
ber 95.

On Thursday national team box-
er, Alex Sita Sulwa, fighting Super 
Welterweight, will complete the 
first round, coming up against Ko-
rean boxer, Do Hyeon Kim, in bout 
number 95.   

“Our boxers will start the cam-
paign on Tuesday (Today) with 

Magereza Boxing Club’s Issa Athuman (R) trades blows with JKT Club’s Boniface Mlingwa in one of the previous National 
Boxing Championship fights, which took place at Tanganyika Packers venue in Dar es Salaam. Mlingwa won by points. 
PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Serengeti Breweries Limited (SBL) Mwanza Branch’s Production Manager, Rolinda Samson, speaks to 
2021 Miss Lake Zone beauty pageant contestants that toured the firm yesterday. Standing (R) is SBL 
Marketing Manager, Patrick Kisaka. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

Changarawe being in action and 
Mbutwike will be on the ring on 
Wednesday.’’

‘’On Thursday Alex Sita will be 
in action, the boxers are ready for 
the bouts and I’m confident we 
will get good results in all bouts,” 
he said. 

The national team is trained 
by an experienced coach, David 
Yomba Yomba, and the AIBA 
World Boxing Championships 
are expected to come to a close 
on November 6.

The national team was spon-
sored by Tanzania Olympic Com-
mittee (TOC) and National Sports 
Council (NSC) who sponsored 
allowances for the team and pre-
sented the squad with tracksuits.

Other sponsors of the team are 
255 System Company, which had 
issued the boxers with travel and 
sports injury insurance kits, and 
Dodoma Shades and Canvas, who 
helped in processing the team’s 
visas to Serbia.

In the past AIBA World Boxing 
Championships, OBFT had failed 
to field boxers in the showdowns 

due to financial constraints the 
federation had faced. 

The AIBA World Boxing Cham-
pionships last took place in 2019 
in Ekaterinburg, Russia, but do-
mestic boxers did not take part in 
the showpiece.

Seleman Kindunda is the last 
domestic boxer to have rep-
resented the country in AIBA 
World Boxing Championships, he 
competed at the 2013 edition in 
Almaty, Kazakhstan.

The Serbia event will be over-
seen by Serbia’s President, Alex-
ander Vucic, who heads the Local 
Organizing Committee (LOC).

AIBA president Omar Kremlev 
is reported to have said the AIBA 
Men’s World Boxing Champion-
ships will show determination to 
provide boxers around the world 
a platform to achieve their full 
potential.

“We are confident that the tour-
nament will be conducted safely 
because of the successful imple-
mentation of COVID-19 counter-
measures throughout the year,” 
he said.
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By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

GEITA Gold FC has confirmed the 
departure of its head coach, Etienne 
Ndayiragije, after being dissatisfied 
with the team’s performance in this 
season’s NBC Premier League.

The outfit, one of the domestic top 
flight newcomers, mentioned poor 
results and divisions within the team 
as among the reasons for the Burun-
dian tactician’s dismissal.

Ndayiragije was introduced as 
Geita Gold FC coach on August 22 
this year, signing a one-year contract 
while leading the outfit in seven 
matches, including three friendlies 
and four Premier League matches.

In friendly matches, he guided his 
squad to victory over Kagera Sugar 
and later saw the club notch a draw 
with Polisi Tanzania and Kagera 
Sugar. 

In this season’s NBC Premier 
League games, Geita Gold FC suc-
cumbed to defeat in two outings, 
posted draw in as many ties.

The squad lost to topflight heavy-
weights, Yanga (1-0), and Namungo 
FC (2-0), before recording a 1-1 draw 
with Mtibwa Sugar and settling for 
a similar score in the fixture against 
Mbeya City FC to collect two points.

One of the members of Geita Gold 
FC Executive Committee, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity, said 
the decision to sack the coach was 
reached on Saturday after the com-
mittee meeting which had conclud-
ed that the coach’s duties have been 
handed over to assistant coach Felix 
Minziro who promoted the team to 
the Premier League.

“The main reason is that the fans 
need good results but the coach has 
as well caused a rift in the team. He 
has divided the team and it has been 
disrupted.”

Geita Regional Football Associa-
tion (Gerefa) secretary-general, Pius 
Kimisha, who attended the meeting, 
disclosed the move was due to the 
behaviour the tactician showed to 
the fans after the last game by start-
ing to rudely interact with them and 
insulting them and failing to apolo-
gize, a situation which angered the 
followers.

Speaking on Saturday after the 
game against Mbeya City FC ended 
the coach congratulated his play-
ers for continuing to improve every 
match, urging them to continue to be 
encouraged as it is too early.

The gaffer was adamant that the 
team will change and in the future 
will be a threat.

“There is no easy match and I 
don’t see a team we should be afraid 
of facing, It’s just a matter of prepara-
tion. I have a lot of confidence in the 
team,’’ Ndayiragije stated before he 
was sacked.

Earlier in the day, the outfit’s chair-
man Leonard Bugomola empha-
sized that the leadership has confi-
dence in the team and it will do well 
as the outfit is made up of talented 
youngsters.

Bugomola disclosed that they have 
heard complaints from fans and will 
look into what they should improve 
and what is holding them back.

Etienne Ndayiragije
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