
TURN TO PAGE 2

NMB profit up 77 pct 
in third quarter 2020
By Guardian Reporter

NMB Bank Plc maintained its grip as the 
market’s most profitable bank posting a 
whopping 77 percent increase in net profit 
to 145bn/- during the third quarter of this 
year, compared to 82bn/- made during the 
corresponding period last year.

In its third quarter report for the year ending 
September 2020, the country’s most expansive 
commercial bank made a gross profit of 
208bn/-,  equivalent to 76 percent increase 
from 118bn/- realised during the same quarter 
in 2019.

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Getrude Mbago

AS Tanzania goes for the General Election 
tomorrow, the Tanzania Communications 
Regulatory Authority (TCRA) has urged media 
practitioners to demonstrate integrity and 
observe ethical guidelines in their reporting so 
as to safeguard peace and unity.

TCRA Director General James Kilaba 
(pictured) said at a press conference yesterday 
that existing regulations and enabling laws TURN TO PAGE 2

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Henry Mwangonde, Dodoma

CCM presidential candidate Dr John Magufuli 
yesterday finalised his campaign rallies with 
a call to Tanzanians to uphold peace during 
and after the General Election scheduled for 
tomorrow.

At whistle stops from Babati in Manyara 
Region to the capital, the president said the 
coming days will be crucial, as peace is the 
only tool for the country to remain united and 
prosperous.

“As I urge you to come out and vote, you 
should also keep in mind that peace is a unique 
value for the country to remain safe,” he said.

Earlier Dr Magufuli made a stop at Kondoa 
where he urged voters who had blocked his 
motorcade that if they want rapid development 
they should vote for CCM candidates.

TCRA, police draw the 
line for media agencies

EAC observers 
sent to regions

should be observed throughout the voting and 
other proceedings.

He warned that stern measures will be taken 
against anyone who will be found violating 
communication regulations relating to the 
conduct of the polls, propagation of events 
relating to voting and counting.

Journalists should avoid usage of offensive 
language as it may stimulate action leading to 
breaching of the  peace, he emphasized.

“Media practitioners are important towards 
making Tanzania’s election peaceful, so 
we should make sure that we all adhere to 
professionalism during this important period,” 
he said.

 TCRA will continue to closely monitor all 
media reporting and programmes so as to 

He said the voting is a decisive one, to 
choose leaders to guide the country for five 
years. Unity and co-existence was pegged on 
peace as a key national value that ought to be 
uphold, he emphasized.

 Tanzania has been remarkable globally 
for peace in the past decades so there are all 
reasons to keep the record and remain an 
example among African countries, he stated.

While in Chemba district Dr Magufuli 
promised voters that upon reelection he will 
end water challenges facing the district, as the 
party’s manifesto has listed down a number of 
plans for Dodoma as a region.

The completion of the Great North Road 
has facilitated the fast growth of Kondoa and 
neighboring towns, he stated, remarking that 
Kondoa growth is just the beginning. “We will 
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By Smart Money 

CRDB Bank Plc’s growth under Abdulmajid Nsekela as Managing Director and CEO has been sus-tained with a 31 percent increase to 120bn/- net profit during the third quarter of the year ending September 2020.In its latest report, the bank said net profit increased from 92bn/- in third quarter last year thanks to growth in group interest in-come which surged by seven percent to 513bn/- while total operating income rose by nine percent to 630bn/-.
Nsekela attributed the rollercoaster growth year on year since he took over in 2018, to proactive strategies that have steered the banking group in the wake of an unprecedented coronavirus pandemic that has adversely impacted various sectors of the economy. 

“We have not relented in our quest to pursue economic transformation because we know that despite the challenges in the market, our resilience is what will make the difference,” Nsekela said adding that growth was mainly driven by increased interest in-come as a result of growth in the loan port-folio, non-funded income (such as debt and equity) and cost containment. He reckoned that the banking group’s de-cision to support its customers during the pandemic implied the adoption of innova-tive solutions to them which have returned good tidings. The CRDB Group chief execu-

tive further noted that during the period, his management focused on providing solutions to minimize disruptions through creating conveniences that have proven instrumental in the recovery and continuity of business ac-tivities. 
“We have elevated our interactions with customers and accelerated our digital offer-ing, supported by a robust system infrastruc-ture, which has ensured service availability 

and seamless integrations,” he explained. During the period under review, the group’s key performance indicators remained steady with positive growth of the balance sheet, gen-erally characterized by improved incomes. Total income grew by 11 percent quarter-on-quarter from 202bn/- to 225bn/-, attributed to a gradual recovery in revenue generation fol-lowing the COVID 19 outbreak. On loan portfolio, the group saw notable 

growth with corporate entities posting a nine percent increase, personal loans grew by 19 percent while small and medium enterprise surged by 11 percent. 
CRDB Group’s total loan portfolio grew by 15 percent to3.7trn/- from 3.3trn/- reported in the same period last year. On quarterly basis, growth was however slow with a paltry three percent owing to market uncertainties. “We managed to achieve a delicate balance 

between sustaining our business, scaling capac-ity, and helping customers – particularly SMEs – stay afloat as they try to manage their cash flow in the face of supply chain challenges and, de-creased customer demand,” added Nsekela.Seconding his boss, the group’s Chief Finan-cial Officer, Frederick Nshekanabo said cost to income ratio declined by 2.4 percent to 60.8 from 63.2 percent reported in June 2020. “We have a particular focus on cost efficiency and employee productivity, which we reckon have a net impact on our long-term growth,” Nshek-anabo said.   
The banking group also maintained a healthy loan book with an improved non-performing loans ratio of 4.7 percent down from 7.5 per-cent reported in the same period in 2019. Cu-mulative return on equity improved by 1.9 per-cent to 17.3 percent from 15.4 percent reported in 2019. Return on assets also improved mar-ginally to 3.4 percent from 2.9 percent during the period.

The banking group’s administrative expens-es declined by nine percent to 144bn/- from 158bn/- in the previous year, indicating positive movement resulting from sustained efforts to improve efficiency and increase productiv-ity.  “We are proactively working to improve productivity across the network and creating cost efficiencies within our operations,” Nshe-kanabo added.
The impressive performance also comes against the backdrop of an improved busi-ness environment, following the easing of travel restrictions in many parts of the world.

Nsekela maintains CRDB’s profit making spree with 31 per cent growth in Q3 2020 

CRDB Bank Plc managing director and CEO Abdulmajid Nsekela presents the bank’s third quarter results in Dar es Salaam this week. Photo courtesy of CRDB. 
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Come tomorrow, let’s us go out and vote
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By Francis Kajubi

THE East African Community’s  (EAC) election 
observer mission led by former president 
of Burundi, Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, has 
dispatched 59 observers to 13 regions across 
the country to observe the voting process in 
tomorrow’s General Election. 

Addressing a press conference in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday, Ntibantunganya said that the 
observes were drawn from complementary 
disciplines—members of the East African 
Legislative Assembly (EALA), ministries 
responsible for EAC Affairs in EAC Partner 
States, national electoral commissions and 
EAC youth ambassadors. 

Observer teams have been dispatched to 
Dar es Salaam, Tanga, Unguja, Pemba, Lindi, 
Mtwara, Dodoma, Mbeya, Kigoma, Singida, 
Kilimanjaro, Morogoro and Mwanza regions.

He said that EAC seeks to build public 
confidence in electoral processes by 
encouraging voters and stakeholders to freely 
participate in elections in an environment that 

In an interview, NMB chief executive officer 
Ruth Zaipuna (pictured) affirmed that the 
growth pace is in tandem with the rapid 
economic growth of the country, recently 
declared as having graduated to a lower middle 
income status by World Bank standards.

She said that the sustained gross domestic 
product growth rate in recent years boosted 
bank sector performance, with NMB among 
key beneficiaries. “The strong financial 
performance that NMB Bank has experienced 
throughout 2020 is an encouraging indicator 
of the effectiveness of our strategy, the quality 
of our people and the tremendous market 
confidence in the bank,” the CEO declared.

During the period, the bank’s strategy to 
grow its strategic income streams was further 
re-affirmed with a 14 per cent growth in 
operating income from 527bn/- in Q3 of 2019 
to 600bn/- in Q3 of 2020, she stated. 

“The bank’s efficiency program and 
disciplined cost management efforts are 
trending well, leading to an improved cost to 
income ratio of 52 percent,” she elaborated, 
noting that the results confirm NMB’s 

We will ensure that we 
connect this area with 
road networks to facilitate 
commerce

Twalib Kadege, the opposition United People’s Democratic Party candidate for the Tanzanian Presidency, addresses a campaign rally at Leganga 
in Arumeru District at the weekend. Photo: Correspondent Getrude Mpezya
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national news

By Guardian Correspondent, Babati

CCM parliamentary candidates in 
Manyara Region have said the govern-
ment has implemented a multitude of 
projects costing billions. 

They said so here yesterday at a cam-
paign rally when hunting for votes in 
tomorrow’s elections as well as votes 
for the party’s presidential candidate 
John Magufuli.

Parliamentary candidate for babati 
Urban Constituency Pauline Gekul 
said during the last five years Babati 
was greatly favoured many develop-
ment projects.  

She said in the education sector, 
the constituency was provided with 
3.1bn/- while subsidy to free education 
totaled 1.3bn/- -- 500m/- to primary 
schools and 700m/- to secondary 
schools.

She said in regard to the health sec-
tor, 680m/- was provided for health 

centres whereby 210m/- was directed 
to Mtuka Health Centre.

Gekul (pictured) said the govern-
ment also provided 12bn/- for the con-
struction of 8.2 kms of tarmac roads, 
185 street lamps and 590kms of gravel 
roads.  

She further said all villages have 
been provided with clean, safe water, 
costing 6.1bn/- adding that the in re-

gard to the new water project at Singu, 
the government has already provided 
5.6bn/-.

CCM Parliamentary Candidate for 
Mbulu Rural Constituency Fratei 
Masaay thanked the government for 
providing them 1.5bn/- towards the 
construction of a District Hospital.

He said in addition, the government 
provided 9bn/- for various water pro-
jects, adding that a total of 18 telecom 
towers have been erected constituen-
cy.  Hanang Parliamentary Candidate 
Samuel Hayuma said projects costing 
over 4.8bn/- have been implemented 
in the constituency.

He said in regard to the health sec-
tor, the constituency received 1.7bn/-, 
while 4.9bn/- was provided towards 
the water sector.

He said many areas were still with-
out water, hence he appealed to be 
elected so that these areas also get 
water.

Numerous development projects implemented 
in Manyara under Magufuli, say  CCM candidates

Magare Company managing director Mabula Magangila (C) presents a school leaving certificate to one of the outgoing 
Form Four students of Kahama District’s Isagehe Secondary School at a graduation ceremony held at the school at the 
weekend. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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NATIONAL NEWS

 By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, recently in Morogoro

THE Ministry of Agriculture, through the Expanding Rice 
Production Project (ERPP) has installed a modern inter-
nal control seed quality laboratory at the Agriculture Seed 
Agency (ASA) headquarters in Morogoro.

The robust initiative to facilitate professional monitoring 
-

mentation of a 10 year strategy to heighten the country’s 
performance in seed production.

 Agriculture deputy minister Hussein Bashe said that the 
parent ministry was determined to ensure the agency is 
provided with facilities it needs in order to improve seed 
production and productivity.

Apart from improving the country’s seed adequacy 
which currently stands at 80 percent, the initiative eyes to 
enable Tanzania to start benefiting from expanded exter-
nal seed markets.

He said Tanzania was endowed arable land and vast ar-
eas favouring the production of varied crop seeds, “a rare 
economic opportunity which must be used profitably.”

In his brief remarks to inaugurate the laboratory, handing 
over to ASA two tractors, made by Valtra, a Brazilian firm, 
with 95 horsepower capacity and associate implements 
such as plough, planters and boom sprayer, Permanent 
Secretary Gerald Kusaya, said the ministry was looking for 
more funds to strengthen the agency’s performance.

“Since the major focus is to elevate production and pro-
ductivity of seeds produced here at home, we have seen the 
need to install modern facilities at the state- owned seed 
agency in order to allow seed quality control and multipli-
cation,” he affirmed.

ASA Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Dr Sophia Kashenge, 
apart from hailing the government for the timely boost, she 
said the agency has progressively made improvements in 
seed production and productivity. It was working hard to 
improve the quality of seed produced, in which case sup-
plying the laboratory and the tractors was a prudent move 
in enabling it to AS improve service delivery.

With 11 major seed farms, the government’s sole seed 
agency has successfully managed to increase seed pro-
duction levels from 1,220 tonnes in 2017/18 to 1436 
tonnes during 2018/19 and in the 2019/20 season about 
2000 tonnes was projected..

The country’s actual demand for improved seed stands 
at 186,500 tonnes yearly, but what is being produced is 
only 71, 000 tonnes, compelling reliance on seed im-
ports.  

Seed agency installs modern seed quality control lab

Gerald Kusaya, Permanent Secretary in the Agriculture Ministry, tests one of the modern tractors 
handed by the ministry to the Agriculture Seed Agency (ASA). At center is the ASA Chief Executive 
Officer, Dr Sophia Kashenge

Dr Kashenge said ASA plays a big role in promoting private sector par-
ticipation in seed production where 25 per cent of ASA’s land is utilised by 
private entrepreneurs ASA and private sector producers through ASA land 
resources contributed 21 per cent of improved seeds in the country for the 
2018/19 season and in this season the harvest trends showed an increase 
from last season.

 Johnson Tillya, supervisor for the agency’s 576 acre -farm in Arusha, said 
in this farming season they cultivated a total of 370 acres of maize seeds, 
targeting to harvest 500 tonnes. “We also cultivated 40 acres of beans and 
wheat respectively. This is the time we have cultivated almost all the farm 
after many years and we are expecting to have more produce than before

Colman Msuka, supervisor for the Tanga-based Mwele seed farm said about 
50 acres of maize has been cultivated at the farm, 20 acres of sunflower and 
30 acres of sesame, expecting to yield more than 100 tonnes. The farm has 
more than 67,000 seedlings of improved Tenera palm oil seedlings to distribute 
in the eastern parts and along Coast region.

The Bugaga farm in Kigoma region supevisor, Amiri Kasali, said the farm is 
set to produce palm oil seedlings reaching a total 600,000 tonnes yearly. It is 
specialized multiplying palm oil seedlings in cooperation with the Tanzania 
Agriculture Research Institute (TARI)o at Kihinga farm. There are also private 
producers (Yangu Macho Group and Felisa) currently the agency has 342,000 
improved T
turner per year, the leading local supplier of Tenera seedlings.

ASA has so far increased the number of private seed companies in its pub-
lic-private partnership link in seeds production, from five in 2016/17 to eight 
in 2019/20,with an increase in seed production from 2,584.8 tonnes to 5,100 
tonnes,  a massive increase.

By Guardian Reporter

A TOTAL of 1.3bn/- has been provided to begin feasibil-
ity studies for the Kilwa-Nangurukuru-Liwale highway.

This was revealed by at the weekend by the Prime 
Minister, Kassim Majaliwa when addressing residents of 
Likongowele Ward in Liwale District, Lindi Region.

He repeated the remarks at different times to residents 
of Kibutuka, Ngunichile, Lionja, Ruponda and Chiola as 
he was returning to RFuangwa from Liwale via Naching-
wea.

Majaliwa, who is also a Member of the ruling party’s 
Central Committee of its national Executive Commit-
tee (NEC) said feasibility srtudies for the 258km Kilwa-
Nangurukuru-Liwale road will start anytime while for 
the 185km Liwale-Nachingwea-Ruangwa, the feasibility 
studies were continuing and when ready, funds will be 
sought for the construction thereof at tarmac level.  

In regard to Liwale Town roads, majaliwa said 1.7bn/- 
has been provided by the Government for their con-
struction while 891m/- has been provided for specific 
periods at tarmac level for Sanabu–Mangota-Mponda as 
well as for Mchanda-Ngosha Bucha, Wamao-Soko la Zain 
and Reiner Club-Nyanga roads.

In regard to the health sector, Majaliwa said 500m/- 
was provided for the construction of Liwale District Hos-
pital whose OPD wing and laboratory were progressing 
well/ 

He said in FY 2020/21 the Liwale District Council was 
allocated 1bn/- to continue with construction work of the 
hospital

He also said another 1bn/- was also provided for the 
construction of Mpengere Health Centre which has been 
completed and started serving people. 

He said 69.4bn/- has been spent in the completion 
of Mkundi, Chigugu and Barikiwa dispensaries, while 
1.43bn/- was provided for the purchase of drugs and 
medical equipment, an average of 22.6m/- per month. 

Majaliwa was in Liwale district campaigning for his 
party’s presidential candidate Dr John Magufuli, Liwale 
and Nachingwea Constituencies Parliamentary Candi-
date Zuberi Kuchauka and Dr Amandus Chinguile re-
spectively, as well as candidates for Councillorship for 
the wards he visited.

Govt provides 1.3bn/- to 
begin feasibility studies 
for Kilwa-Liwale road

Majaliwa, who is also a Member of 
the ruling party’s Central Committee 
of its national Executive Committee 
(NEC) said feasibility srtudies for 
the 258km Kilwa-Nangurukuru-
Liwale road will start anytime while 
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By Smart Money 

C
RDB Bank Plc’s growth under 
Abdulmajid Nsekela as Managing 
Director and CEO has been sus-
tained with a 31 percent increase 

to 120bn/- net profit during the third quarter 
of the year ending September 2020.

In its latest report, the bank said net profit 
increased from 92bn/- in third quarter last 
year thanks to growth in group interest in-
come which surged by seven percent to 
513bn/- while total operating income rose by 
nine percent to 630bn/-.

Nsekela attributed the rollercoaster 
growth year on year since he took over 
in 2018, to proactive strategies that have 
steered the banking group in the wake of an 
unprecedented coronavirus pandemic that 
has adversely impacted various sectors of 
the economy. 

“We have not relented in our quest to 
pursue economic transformation because 
we know that despite the challenges in the 
market, our resilience is what will make the 
difference,” Nsekela said adding that growth 
was mainly driven by increased interest in-
come as a result of growth in the loan port-
folio, non-funded income (such as debt and 
equity) and cost containment. 

He reckoned that the banking group’s de-
cision to support its customers during the 
pandemic implied the adoption of innova-
tive solutions to them which have returned 
good tidings. The CRDB Group chief execu-

tive further noted that during the period, his 
management focused on providing solutions 
to minimize disruptions through creating 
conveniences that have proven instrumental 
in the recovery and continuity of business ac-
tivities. 

“We have elevated our interactions with 
customers and accelerated our digital offer-
ing, supported by a robust system infrastruc-
ture, which has ensured service availability 

and seamless integrations,” he explained. 
During the period under review, the group’s 

key performance indicators remained steady 
with positive growth of the balance sheet, gen-
erally characterized by improved incomes. 
Total income grew by 11 percent quarter-on-
quarter from 202bn/- to 225bn/-, attributed to 
a gradual recovery in revenue generation fol-
lowing the COVID 19 outbreak. 

On loan portfolio, the group saw notable 

growth with corporate entities posting a nine 
percent increase, personal loans grew by 19 
percent while small and medium enterprise 
surged by 11 percent. 

CRDB Group’s total loan portfolio grew by 
15 percent to3.7trn/- from 3.3trn/- reported in 
the same period last year. On quarterly basis, 
growth was however slow with a paltry three 
percent owing to market uncertainties. 

“We managed to achieve a delicate balance 

between sustaining our business, scaling capac-
ity, and helping customers – particularly SMEs – 
stay afloat as they try to manage their cash flow 
in the face of supply chain challenges and, de-
creased customer demand,” added Nsekela.

Seconding his boss, the group’s Chief Finan-
cial Officer, Frederick Nshekanabo said cost to 
income ratio declined by 2.4 percent to 60.8 
from 63.2 percent reported in June 2020. “We 
have a particular focus on cost efficiency and 
employee productivity, which we reckon have 
a net impact on our long-term growth,” Nshek-
anabo said.   

The banking group also maintained a healthy 
loan book with an improved non-performing 
loans ratio of 4.7 percent down from 7.5 per-
cent reported in the same period in 2019. Cu-
mulative return on equity improved by 1.9 per-
cent to 17.3 percent from 15.4 percent reported 
in 2019. Return on assets also improved mar-
ginally to 3.4 percent from 2.9 percent during 
the period.

The banking group’s administrative expens-
es declined by nine percent to 144bn/- from 
158bn/- in the previous year, indicating positive 
movement resulting from sustained efforts to 
improve efficiency and increase productiv-
ity.  “We are proactively working to improve 
productivity across the network and creating 
cost efficiencies within our operations,” Nshe-
kanabo added.

The impressive performance also comes 
against the backdrop of an improved busi-
ness environment, following the easing of 
travel restrictions in many parts of the world.

Nsekela maintains CRDB’s profit making 
spree with 31 per cent growth in Q3 2020 

CRDB Bank Plc managing director and CEO Abdulmajid Nsekela presents the bank’s third quarter results in Dar es Salaam this week. Photo courtesy of CRDB. 
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By Smart Money Reporter

WITH businesses resuming normal operations during 
the second half of this year following the coronavirus 
outbreak earlier in the year, Wentworth Resources is 
optimistic of increased gas sales from Mnazi Bay in Mtwara 
to boost its revenue  

The company’s CEO, Katherine Roe said in an interim 
report covering the year ended June this year that despite 
a challenging macroeconomic environment due to the 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, Wentworth continued 
to demonstrate business resilience, robust financial and 
operational performance.

“Looking ahead to the second half of 2020, with 
Tanzania now returning gradually to business-as-usual 
and following unprecedentedly high levels of rainfall in 
the H1 2020, we expect to see an increase in demand for 
natural gas during the remaining part of this year,” Roe 
said.  

She pointed out that responsible and sustainable 
growth that creates value for all stakeholders remains the 
company’s priority as her management feels proud to be a 
Tanzanian business that is committed to playing a leading 
role in closing the country’s energy access gap through 
low-carbon solutions. 

“Through the provision of reliable, affordable and low-
carbon power we have a significant opportunity to deliver 
transformational change for the people of Tanzania and to 
support the ongoing socio-economic development of the 
country,” she stated.

The company which has a stake at Mnazi Bay gas 
property operated by Paris based Maurel & Prom which 
has a controlling stake has paid its shareholders U$4.2 
million during the last twelve months as dividend.

“Having only launched our sustainable dividend policy 
in Q3 2019, we’re delighted to have now declared three 
dividend payments within the last twelve months returning 
$4.2m in total to shareholders. This latest interim dividend 
also represents a 20 percent increase year-on-year from 

Wentworth Resources CEO, Katherine Roe. 

Wentworth Resources optimistic on H2 performance as gas sales surge
our inaugural dividend in 
September last year and 
demonstrates how our 
sustainable business model 
can withstand these global 
economic shocks,” the 
Wentworth CEO noted.

During the period 
under review, the natural 
gas production company 
posted an interim dividend 
of $1.2 million declared 
which was an increase of 
20 percent from a similar 
period last year hence. 

The interim report 
noted that Wentworth 
revenues of U$8.3 million, 
underpinned by long-term 
fixed price contracts with 
the government.

The company which sells 
natural gas to Tanzania 
Petroleum Development 
Corporation and Tanesco 
said during the six 
months, marginal decline 

in industrial demand due 
to weakened activity as 
a result of the COVID-19, 
production was slightly 
adjusted to 60-70 million 
standard cubic feet per day.

“Tanzania’s economy 
has remained resilient 
with recent data from the 
African Development Bank 
suggesting the country’s 
projected gross domestic 
product growth in 2020 is 
set to be the highest in the 
East Africa region at 5.2 
percent,” the Wentworth 
report added.

The report further 
explained that Mnazi Bay 
is well-positioned to supply 
increased gas volumes and 
support demand growth in 
the second half of this year 
into 2021 with the capacity 
to supply volumes of 100 
MMscf/day.

KIGALI

E-waste collection and recycling has created over 
400 green jobs which is expected to increase once 
the recycling facility and nationwide collection points 
are fully operational. According to the Global E-waste 
Monitor 2020 statistics, 53.6 million metric tons of 
e-waste was generated worldwide.

The new report also predicts global e-waste - discarded 
products with a battery or plug - will reach 74 metric tons 
by 2030, almost a doubling of e-waste in the past 16 years.

This makes e-waste the world’s fastest-growing 
domestic waste stream, fueled mainly by higher 
consumption rates of electric and electronic equipment, 
short life cycles, and few options for repair according to 
the International Solid Waste Association (ISWA). The 
demand for electrical and electronic equipment has 
increased significantly in Rwanda due to the general 
economic growth and modernization.

As a result, the 2014 inventory survey on e-waste 
and the expected amount of e-waste to be generated in 
Rwanda showed an annual increase of 6 per cent and a 
total quantity of ten thousand (10,000) tons of e-waste 
generated each year plus the quantities generated in the 
past years.

However, Olivier Mbera, the General Manager of 
EnviroServe Rwanda, a public private partnership 
e-waste recycling facility in Bugesera District said that 
the facility is operating below capacity adding that once 
the facility and nationwide collection points are fully 
operational, it will increase green jobs.

The facility operates at between 30 per cent and 40 per 
cent of its capacity collecting between 3,000 tonnes and 
4,000 tonnes of electronic waste per year yet between 
10,000 tons and 15,000 tonnes should be collected, he 
said. Collection points have been set up in different 
districts of the country and all districts could have 
collection points by the end of this year.

The move could see green jobs increasing to 600 
direct green jobs   and thousands of indirect green 
jobs considering the collection and supply chain. Each 
collection point in every district is set to create green 
100 jobs along -waste management value chain leading 
to thousands of jobs.

At least 300 informal repair technicians will be 
trained countrywide on sustainable management of end 
of life electrical and electronic waste from collection of 
e-waste, repair, refurbishment, and dismantling.

A nationwide awareness campaign has been launched 
in partnership with Rwanda Environment Management 
Authority to build a sustainable e-waste management 
ecosystem in Rwanda. The main aim of the campaign 
is to sensitize informal e-waste handlers to operate in 
fulfillment of national regulations governing e-waste 
management in Rwanda, which were launched in April 
2018.

RURA issued the Regulation n°002 of 26/4/2018 
governing E-Waste Management in Rwanda. 
“Enviroserve Rwanda believes that through the 
partnership with GIZ Eco-Emploi, it is the right moment 
to empower Rwandan youth especially women and 
informal technicians with technical knowledge and 
skills,”

“Through theoretical and practical oriented 
training and apprenticeship at the state of art e-waste 
recycling and dismantling facility which will enable the 
creation of green jobs in e-waste collection, repair, and 
recycling, promote the circular economy and sustainable 
consumption and ensure sustainable management of 
e-waste in Rwanda,” Mbera said.

E-waste recycling 
project to generate 
more green jobs
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WORLD
WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump on 
Saturday cast ballot 10 days ahead of 
Election Day, telling supporters “I vot-
ed for a guy named Trump.”

The president voted at a library 
that served as a voting center in Palm 
Beach, Florida. 

“It was a very secure vote. Much 
more secure than when you send in a 
ballot, I can tell you that,” said Trump, 

who has repeatedly claimed without 
evidence that universal mail-in voting 
leads to widespread election fraud.

“Everything was perfect, very strict, 
right by the rules. When you send in 
your ballot, it could never be secure 
like that,” Trump said.

Trump, who owns the Mar-a-Lago 
estate in Florida, changed his residen-
cy status to the Sunshine State from 
his native New York in 2019.

 The coronavirus pandemic still rag-

ing across the country has resulted in an unprec-
edented surge in mail-in voting. Over 57 million 
early votes have been cast as of Saturday night, 
among which nearly 40 million are mail-in bal-
lots, according to statistics by the United States 
Election Project.

As far as party registration is concerned, 49.5 
percent of the votes cast so far are of Democrats, 
while Republican votes accounted for 27.5 per-
cent, the data showed.

Mike Pence, the current US vice president 
and Trump’s running mate, cast his vote Friday 
morning in Indianapolis, the state capital of Indi-
ana, where Pence previously served as governor.

Joe Biden, former vice president and Demo-
cratic presidential nominee, on Saturday made 
an address at a drive-in rally in the battleground 
state of Pennsylvania. 

				           Xinhua

Trump casts ballot in 
US presidential election

Pope names Catholic Church’s 
first black Cardinal in US

BEIJING

The Chinese economy’s exceptional re-
covery from the impact of COVID-19 may 
have surprised many overseas observers, 
but it is just one of a host of achievements 
China has made during its 13th Five-Year 
Plan period (2016-2020).

The last five years have witnessed how the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) Central 
Committee with Comrade Xi Jinping at the 
core has united the nation to accomplish his-
toric development progress.

While inspecting Hunan Province in Sep-
tember, President Xi, also general secretary 
of the CPC Central Committee and chairman 
of the Central Military Commission, said the 
country is about to accomplish major goals 
and tasks set out in the 13th Five-Year Plan 
and is set to embark on a journey to fully 
build a modern socialist country.

NEW DEVELOPMENT STAGE
Over the last five years, the Chinese econ-

omy has grown close to 100 trillion yuan 
(about 15 trillion U.S. dollars) with a per cap-
ita GDP exceeding 10,000 U.S. dollars. The 
share of China’s economy in the world hit 
16.3 percent in 2019.

China now has the world’s largest middle-
income population and is set to end absolute 
poverty, which has haunted the nation for 
thousands of years.

Signs over the past five years have shown 
that China’s development has entered a 
new stage. Xi has stressed the importance 
of adapting to, steering and leading the new 
normal of economic development.

A new vision for development was intro-
duced, featuring innovative, coordinated, 
green and open development that is for eve-
ryone.

Xi noted at the 19th CPC National Congress 
in late 2017 that China’s economy has been 
transitioning from a phase of rapid growth 

to a stage of high-quality development.
Over the past five years, he has visited cit-

ies, villages and enterprises, and held meet-
ings and symposiums with scholars, entre-
preneurs, scientists and representatives of 
the public. There, major plans and measures 
for the country’s development were devised.

Among these measures, China has taken 
supply-side structural reform as its main 
task, forestalled and defused major risks, car-
ried out targeted poverty alleviation efforts, 
prevented and controlled pollution, pushed 
for regional integrated development, and 
pursued higher-quality opening up.

The last five years have seen upending 
changes in the world. Economic globaliza-
tion faces headwinds amid rising protection-
ism and unilateralism.

Xi called for the exploration of new oppor-
tunities and new advances amid challenges 
and changes.

China’s economic recovery has picked 
up steam in the wake of the COVID-19 epi-
demic, with the GDP expanding 4.9 percent 
year-on-year in the third quarter of 2020. 
The International Monetary Fund forecast 
China will be the only major economy to see 
growth this year.

HIGH-QUALITY DEVELOPMENT
Under Xi’s leadership, China has achieved 

unprecedented ecological progress. Energy 
consumption per unit of GDP dropped 13.2 
percent between 2015 and 2019, city dwell-
ers now breathe in unpolluted air for 82 per-
cent of the days in a year, and water quality 
has improved to sound levels.

The pollution control goals set out in the 
13th Five-Year Plan have been accomplished.

Xi has attached great importance to tech-
nological innovation and paid visits to places 
including research institutions, universities, 
companies and high-tech industrial devel-
opment zones.

Progress was made in building Beijing, 

China makes historic progress over 13th 
Five-Year Plan period under Xi’s leadership

Brexit talks extended to Oct 28 as UK indicates optimism
LONDON 

The latest trade talks between 
Britain and the European Union 
have been extended into the middle 
of this week, Downing Street said 
Sunday, as the UK government indi-
cated optimism about signing a deal.

The negotiations, which restart-
ed Thursday in London after they 
stalled last week, were originally ex-
pected to wrap up on Sunday.

EU chief negotiator Michel Barni-
er had been due to leave the British 
capital on Sunday before continuing 
in Brussels on Monday but will stay 
on for discussions through Oct 28, 
according to a UK government offi-
cial, who asked not to be identified.

The negotiations will then move 
to Brussels from Thursday, accord-
ing to people familiar with the mat-
ter. The logistical developments do 
not reflect the state of progress in 

the talks, the people said.
Upon his arrival in London on 

Thursday, Barnier said “every day 
counts” and both sides shared a 
“huge common responsibility” in 
the negotiations.

Britain and the EU started their 
lengthy and bumpy post-Brexit talks 
in March after Britain ended its EU 
membership on Jan 31, trying to se-
cure a future trade deal before the 
Brexit transition period expires at 

the end of this year.
The post-Brexit trade talks stalled 

last week, with Downing Street in-
sisting there was no point in resum-
ing discussions unless there was a 
change in stance from the regional 
bloc.

 There are big gaps between the 
two sides on such fields as the fish-
eries and state aid.

British Prime Minister Boris John-
son has said as the recent EU Sum-

mit in Brussels refused to offer Lon-
don a Canada-style deal, Britain will 
prepare to embrace the Australia-
style arrangement.

The Australia-style arrangement 
is considered a euphemism for fail-
ure to reach a free trade agreement, 
which means the Britain-EU trade 
will fall back on World Trade Or-
ganization (WTO) rules in 2021, local 
media said.

		           Agencies

The Chinese economy bounced back 
into positive territory – growing 0.7 per-
cent – in the first three quarters of the 
year after the country has put COVID-19 
epidemic under control, official data 
showed on Monday, as analysts pre-
dicted a further recovery would be sus-
tained in the upcoming fourth quarter 
to ensure a whole-year GDP growth of 
2-3 percent.

China’s GDP in the third quarter ex-
panded 4.9 percent year-on-year, as 
the country’s economic recovery ac-
celerates amid recovering domestic 
consumption, better-than-expected ex-
ports and improving investments.

Although GDP growth from July to 

September missed initial expectations 
shown in a Reuters poll, analysts said 
the third quarter’s performance un-
derscored China’s strong momentum 
for recovery in wake of the global pan-
demic that has so far infected 40 million 
people worldwide as of Monday. China’s 
status in leading and facilitating the 
global recovery has been further con-
firmed upon the release of these eco-
nomic data, they said. 

World-beating recovery
China’s GDP in the first three quarters 

totaled 72.28 trillion yuan ($10.80 tril-
lion), with retail sales in the third quar-
ter bouncing back into positive territory 
for the first time this year and fixed-as-

set investment growing for the first time 
from January to September. 

China also completed 99.8 percent of 
its 2020’s target to create 9 million jobs 
in urban areas, National Bureau of Sta-
tistics spokesperson Liu Aihua said.

“A 4.9-percent-reading already shows 
that China has taken the lead in real-
izing economic recovery even as the 
global economy enters a recession due 
to the pandemic,” Cong Yi, a professor 
at the Tianjin University of Finance and 
Economics, told the Global Times on 
Monday, noting that floods in the most 
recent summer months and declining 
global investment from political tur-
moil may have dragged down growth 

prospects by a notch. China’s industrial 
output rose by 5.8 percent in the third 
quarter and exports jumped 10.2 per-
cent year-on-year, according to NBS.

“Pre-epidemic-level readings have 
already been reached for fixed-asset in-
vestments, exports and industrial value-
added services, proving that China has 
successfully shaken off the pandemic’s 
negative impact,” Liao Qun, chief econo-
mist at China CITIC Bank in Hong Kong, 
told the Global Times.

“Unlike the second quarter’s strong 
production but weak demand, both 
channels paved the way for strong 
growth in the third quarter. In particu-
lar, domestic demand has accelerated 

the revival,” Liu Xuezhi, an economist at 
the Bank of Communications, told the 
Global Times.

However, due to the methods used 
to compile GDP data, a slow recovery 
in consumption has caused the actual 
GDP reading to be slightly lower than 
the market’s estimation.

A third quarter GDP reading falling 
short means that China’s fourth quarter 
GDP has to increase by around 6 per-
cent to match the IMF’s latest forecast 
of a 1.9 percent annual growth rate in 
2020, according to a Global Times cal-
culation.

Multiple analysts and financial insti-
tutions interviewed by the Global Times 

on Friday predicted GDP could reach 7 
percent in the fourth quarter.

However, a 4.9 percent growth rate 
still puts China in a leading position in 
terms of the recovery process, while 
other countries continue to struggle in 
containing the virus.

According to IMF, the US economy 
will contract 4.3 percent this year, while 
Germany will shrink 6.0 percent and In-
dia 10.3 percent.

China’s share in the global economy 
will increase to 14.5 percent this year 
from 2019’s 13.6 percent, contributing to 
a world economy that will contract by 
4.4 percent, according to a report by the 
Chasing Institute.           Global Times

Strong Q3 GDP results leave ample policy options to ensure whole-year growth of 2-3% despite COVID-19

By Bloomberg

Pope Francis named US Archbishop Wilton D Gregory 
as the first African-American cardinal, elevating a key voice 
for racial justice to the body that will elect the next head of 
the Catholic Church.

The appointment was one of 13 new cardinals an-
nounced by Francis during Sunday mass at St. Peter’s 
Square in Rome.

“With a very grateful and humble heart, I thank Pope 
Francis for this appointment which will allow me to work 
more closely with him in caring for Christ’s Church,” Greg-
ory, who runs the important archdiocese of Washington, 
DC, said in a statement.

In recent months Gregory, 72, took a key role in calling 
for dialog to reduce social tensions in the US after the kill-
ing of George Floyd. 

Before coming to Washington last year, he was the arch-
bishop of Atlanta for over a decade and has worked closely 
with Black communities throughout his career.

In the early 2000s, the US was shaken by a series of sex 
abuse scandals committed by the clergy against children. 
Gregory was one of the leading voices demanding the 
church take a hard-line approach. For decades, the crimes 
had been swept under the carpet and widespread cases 
across the globe tarnished the church’s reputation.

 That zero-tolerance approach is one embraced by Fran-
cis and Gregory’s elevation sends a powerful message to 
the body that will choose the next leader of 1.3 billion Cath-
olics.

Gregory took over the diocese once run by the disgraced 
Theodore McCarrick, who was ousted from the church and 
stripped of his cardinal title for sexual misconduct.

Russia strongly condemns Islamic 
State’s terrorist act in Kabul

MOSCOW

 Moscow strongly condemns the October 24 terrorist at-
tack in Kabul, which left more than 20 dead and more than 
50 injured, the Russian Foreign Ministry said in a commen-
tary yesterday. 

“The Islamic State [outlawed in Russia - TASS] claimed 
responsibility for the suicide bomb attack. We strongly 
condemn the attack, which claimed the lives of peaceful ci-
vilians, mostly youth - school and university students,” the 
Foreign Ministry said.

It stressed that the Islamic State remained a factor for 
destabilization in Afghanistan, “which breeds inter-faith 
discord and undermines efforts for establishing peace in 
the country.”

“We urge the authorities of Afghanistan to take exhaus-
tive measures against the hotbeds of terrorism and to en-
sure the safety of peaceful Afghan civilians,” commentary 

Earlier, the television broadcaster TOLOnews said that an 
explosion near a tutoring center in the Afghan capital killed 
at least 29 people and injured 72 others.

US President Donald Trump leaves the polling station after casting his ballot at the Palm Beach County Public 
Library, during early voting for the November 3 election, in West Palm Beach, Florida, on on Saturday.  AFP

America’s choice 2020:

 President Xi Jinping

Shanghai and the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater 
Bay Area into global sci-tech innovation centers, as well as in 
manned space program and moon probe.

When the Party leadership held a study session on the re-
search and application of quantum science and technology 
in October, Xi again emphasized the importance of techno-
logical innovation.

The role of opening up was repeatedly highlighted. Xi said 
at the opening of the Boao Forum for Asia Annual Confer-
ence in 2018 that China’s high-quality development can only 
be achieved through greater openness.

China has signed 200 cooperation deals on the Belt and 
Road Initiative with 138 countries and 30 international or-
ganizations. The country has also established 21 pilot free 
trade zones. Its global business environment ranking moved 
up to the 31st in 2020.

In May, the Party leadership made a strategic decision to 
foster a new development pattern where domestic and for-
eign markets can boost each other, with the domestic market 
as the mainstay.

“Making the domestic market the mainstay does not mean 
we are developing our economy with the door closed,” Xi 
told a symposium of entrepreneurs in July. By giving full play 
to the potential of the domestic market, both domestic and 
foreign markets can be better connected and utilized to real-
ize robust and sustainable development, he said.

FOR A BETTER LIFE
Over the last five years, the 

Chinese leadership has been 
working to shore up weak 
links regarding people’s live-
lihoods.

At the end of 2015, China 
had more than 54 million 
rural residents living in pov-
erty.

Commanding the coun-
try’s fight against poverty, 
Xi put forward clear work 
plans and targeted meas-
ures at each key moment. 
By the end of 2019, China’s 
poverty headcount ratio had 
dropped to 0.6 percent.

The country is now in the 
final stretch of its plan to 
eradicate poverty. Xi told the 
75th session of the United Na-
tions General Assembly in 
September that China is con-
fident of meeting the pov-
erty eradication target in the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development 10 years ahead 
of schedule.

During the 13th Five-Year 
Plan period, China rolled out 
a slew of measures to address 
people’s concerns: More than 
60 million new urban jobs 
were created; over 50 million 
urban residents moved from 
unsuitable housing to new 
homes; nearly 30 million el-
derly people were provided 
with old-age care subsidies; 
and in the nine-year com-
pulsory education stage, the 
number of dropouts due to 
poverty fell to zero.

		  Xinhua

Reverend Wilton D Gregory, Archbishop of Washington

Ramaphosa reaffirms AU support 
for more talks on Nile dam 

CAPE TOWN
South African President Cyril Ramaphosa, in his ca-

pacity as African Union (AU) chairperson, yesterday reaf-
firmed the AU’s support for the conflicting parties to re-
sume negotiations on their Nile dam dispute.

Ramaphosa was speaking as he announced the resump-
tion on Tuesday of Trilateral Negotiations on the Grand 
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) following a seven-
week break. 

He welcomed the commitment by Egypt, Ethiopia and 
Sudan to pursue negotiations guided by the spirit of coop-
eration, goodwill and compromise with a view to reaching 
a mutually acceptable agreement.

Ramaphosa expressed his “utmost confidence” that 
the three parties will reach agreement on the remaining 
issues, including those related to the technical and legal 
aspects of the negotiations. 

“The resumption of the Trilateral Negotiations on the 
GERD under the auspices of the African Union is indica-
tive of the strong political will and commitment by the 
leadership of the three parties involved in the negotiations 
to the peaceful and amicable resolution of the GERD mat-
ter,” Ramaphosa said in a statement.

					     Xinhua
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MOSCOW

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
has said Russia is prepared to refrain 
from deploying in its European part 
the 9M729 missiles, which Washington 
regards as a violation of the Intermedi-
ate Nuclear Forces Treaty, but on the 
condition of reciprocal steps by the 
NATO countries. In that connection, 
Putin suggested considering different 
verification measures, including those 
regarding the Aegis Ashore systems at 
US and NATO bases in Europe and Rus-
sia’s facilities in the Kaliningrad Region.

Putin said that Russia remained com-
mitted to the moratorium on the de-
ployment of the ground-launched in-
termediate and shorter range missiles 
and described as still relevant the in-
vitation addressed to NATO for declar-
ing a similar reciprocal moratorium. 
Also, he urged all parties concerned to 
explore ways of maintaining stability 
in the Asia-Pacific Region “in a world 
without the INF treaty.”

“The Russian Federation remains of 
the opinion that the Intermediate Nu-
clear Forces Treaty is a crucial element 
of the architecture of maintaining in-
ternational security and strategic sta-
bility. The treaty played a special role in 
terms of maintaining the predictability 
and restraint in the missile sphere in 
the European space.

We believe that the United States’ 
pullout from the INF Treaty, which re-
sulted in its termination, was a serious 
mistake that exacerbated the risks of 
a missile weapons race, growth of the 
confrontation potential and slide into 
uncontrolled escalation. In view of the 
lingering Russia-NATO tensions, the 
new threats to pan-European security 
are obvious.

In a situation like this, vigorous ef-
forts are needed to ease the shortage of 
trust, to strengthen regional and global 
stability, and to reduce the risks stem-
ming from misunderstandings and 
disagreements in the field of missile 
weapons.

In this context, we reaffirm the com-
mitment to the Russian Federation’s 
previously announced moratorium on 
the deployment of ground-launched 
intermediate-and shorter-range mis-

siles as long as no similar class missile 
weapons of US manufacture emerge in 
the respective regions.

We also believe that our call ad-
dressed to the NATO countries for con-
sidering the possibility of declaring a re-
ciprocal moratorium remains relevant.

In order to promote the search for 
compromise political and diplomatic 
solutions we are prepared for further 
steps geared to minimizing the nega-
tive effects following the collapse of the 
INF Treaty on the basis of principles of 
equal and indivisible security and re-
spect for the balance of interests.

Proceeding from our earlier proposal 
for devising instruments of control to 
back up the Russian initiative for recip-
rocal moratoriums we invite all parties 
concerned to consider options of mu-
tual verification measures for lifting of 
the existing concern.

“In particular, it might be possible to 
consider verification measures regard-
ing the Aegis Ashore systems equipped 
with Mk 41 launchers at US and NATO 
bases in Europe and the 9M729 mis-
siles at Russian military facilities in the 
Kaliningrad Region. The purpose of 
such verification measures would be 
to confirm the absence from the facili-
ties, encompassed by the agreements, 
of ground-launched intermediate and 
shorter range missiles as well as weap-
ons whose parameters and classifica-
tion have remained a controversy be-
tween the two parties (Russia’s missile 
9M729).

While staying committed to the con-
sistent position the 9M729 missile is in 
full conformity with the terminated INF 
Treaty, Russia nevertheless is prepared 
to act in the spirit of good will and to 
refrain from deploying the 9M729 mis-
siles in its European territory further 
on, but on the condition of reciprocal 
steps by the NATO countries, which will 
rule out the deployment in Europe of 
weapons that were outlawed under the 
INF Treaty.

We are calling upon all parties con-
cerned to explore ways of maintaining 
stability and preventing missile crises 
“in a world without the INF Treaty” re-
garding the Asia-Pacific Region. We are 
open to joint work along these lines.”

JERUSALEM

 Israel and Sudan have recently 
agreed to normalize their ties after 
decades of animosity, in a move that 
reflects a major geopolitical change 
in the Middle East that benefits Israel, 
experts said.

Sudan became the third Arab state 
to normalize ties with Israel in the 
past two months, ending years of 
deep isolation of the Jewish state in 
the volatile region. The United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) and Bahrain already 
signed peace deals with Israel at a cer-
emony in the White House on Sept. 15.

The agreements were all brokered 
by the United States, led by President 
Donald Trump, who has been bent 
on creating a regional alliance against 
Iran, its arch foe in the region.

“We are changing the map of the 
Middle East,” Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu hailed the deal 
with Sudan at a press conference in 
Jerusalem on Saturday.

Netanyahu said a delegation from 
Israel would travel to Sudan later this 
week to finalize the agreement.

Experts said that the rapproche-
ment between Israel and Sudan rep-
resents a major geopolitical shift in 
the region. While there has been no 
direct conflict with Israel, Sudan had 
been aligned with Iran, also Israel’s 
arch enemy, for decades.

“Sudan is abandoning the resist-
ance alliance led by Iran,” said Gil 
Feiler of the Begin-Sadat (BESA) Cent-
er for Strategic Studies at Bar-Ilan Uni-
versity in Israel.

“It will no longer be able to transfer 
weapons to Hamas (in Palestine) or 
cooperate with Hezbollah (in Leba-
non). Sudan served as a tunnel for 
these organizations,” Feiler noted.

Israel in the past reportedly con-
ducted several airstrikes in Sudan 
against weapons convoys for Iranian-
sponsored militant organizations op-
erating against it.

“For Israel, the ability to cooperate 
with countries bordering Iran can 
serve as a major statement to Iran that 
Israel’s abilities to respond to threats 
are wider and more diverse than in 
the past,” said Ido Zelkovitz, head of 

the Middle East Studies Program at the 
Yezreel Valley Academic College and a 
policy fellow at the Israeli Institute for 
Regional Foreign Policies.

“This will be a major deterrent to 
Iran,” Zelkovitz added.

After the 1967 war between Israel 
and several Arab countries, Sudan 
hosted an Arab League summit in its 
capital Khartoum, during which the 
Arab states adopted the Khartoum 
Resolution, known as “The Three No’s” 
policy: no peace with Israel, no recogni-
tion of Israel, and no negotiations with 
Israel.

“Sudan has essentially changed 
sides,” Feiler said. “This has great geo-
strategic importance.”

The Israel-Sudan peace deal also re-
flects a significant change in the status 
of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in the 
context of the larger Arab-Israel con-
frontation.

For years, it has been believed that 
peace between Israel and Arab coun-
tries would only come after a settle-
ment of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
But this paradigm has gradually shifted 
and culminated in the recent peace 
agreements reached by Israel with 
some of the Arab countries.

After the UAE, Bahrain and Sudan, 
more Arab countries are expected to 
shift their position toward Israel due 

to what they call the increasing threat 
from Iran.

Meanwhile, the Palestinians, who 
have condemned the recent peace 
agreements, feel they have been in-
creasingly sidelined by the U.S.-bro-
kered Israel-Arab rapprochement,

“No one has the right to speak in the 
name of the Palestinian people and in 
the name of the Palestinian cause,” said 
a statement released by the office of 
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas 
on Friday after the Israel-Sudan deal 
was announced.

The Arab countries that have recent-
ly forged ties with Israel have put their 
interests before the Palestinian cause, 
but Israel has also made a policy shift, 
experts said.

“Netanyahu is telling the Palestin-
ians they can no longer corner Israel 
and impose solutions,” Zelkovitz said. 
“There is now less pressure on Israel 
and threats of boycotts are increasingly 
empty.”

There are hopes that the Palestinians 
and Israelis will be encouraged by the 
regional geopolitical change to renew 
the peace talks, which have stalled 
since 2014. For this to happen, regard-
less of broader regional developments, 
the leaders of both sides need to want 
to make peace, the experts said. 

			   Xinhua

 Israel-Sudan normalisation deal reflects regional 
geopolitical change in favour of Israel - experts

BEIJING

A number of European countries 
are putting into place new restriction 
measures as a second wave of the 
COVID-19 pandemic accelerates across 
the continent.

France reported a daily record of 
52,010 new cases on Sunday, two days 
after becoming the second European 
country to register more than 1 million 
coronavirus cases, according to the 
Public Health Agency. 

The grim second wave of the epi-
demic has forced the French govern-
ment to impose curfews in a major-
ity of regions across the country, 
requiring more than two-thirds of the 
French population, or around 46 mil-
lion people, to stay home between 
9 p.m. (2000 GMT) and 6 a.m. (0500 
GMT) for six weeks.

The spokesmen for Italian Prime 
Minister Giuseppe Conte and Presi-
dent Sergio Mattarella both said that 
they tested positive for COVID-19 on 
Sunday, when the number of COVID-19 
infections topped 20,000 for the first 
time in Italy in a 24-hour span. 

Struggling with an explosive re-
bound, Conte announced on Sunday 
in a nationally televised press confer-
ence that pubs, bars, restaurants and 
ice cream shops must shut down at 6 
p.m. (1700 GMT) as part of new meas-
ures to contain the coronavirus pan-
demic, effective through Nov. 24. 

The prime minister added that the 
government will promote smart work-
ing in public administration and that 
it “strongly recommends” the private 
sector do the same in order to reduce 
crowding on public transportation.

Spainish Prime Minister Pedro 
Sanchez on Sunday announced a state 
of emergency, days after the country 
became the first EU member to pass 
the 1-million-infection mark. 

The State of Alarm, effective from 
Sunday, is due to run 15 days. But the 
prime minister said his government 
aims to keep it in force until May 9 next 
year, a move that needs the support of 
a majority in the country’s 350-seat 
congress. 

Also on Sunday, another 19,790 
people in Britain tested positive for 
COVID-19, bringing the national tally 
to 873,800, with 44,896 coronavirus-
related deaths, according to official fig-
ures. The latest figures came as British 
doctors raised grave concerns about 
the pandemic situation in the autumn 
and winter period.

On Oct. 12, British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson set out details of a new 
three-level COVID-19 alert system that 
will be implemented across England, 
with the level being decided according 
to local infection rates. 

The alert system entails the closure 
of pubs and bars in the region unless 
they serve substantial meals while dif-
ferent households are banned from 
mixing indoors and outdoors, includ-
ing in private gardens.

Meanwhile, cases have also risen 
strongly in Hungary, Croatia, Bulgaria 
and Lithuania, some of which have 
reported record daily surges in infec-
tions in recent days. Bulgarian Prime 
Minister Boyko Borissov said on his 
Facebook page on Sunday that he had 
tested positive for COVID-19. 

Having reported record daily in-
creases in COVID-19 cases for five con-
secutive days as of Sunday, Croatia’s 
National Civil Protection Headquar-
ters announced new measures that 
will take effect midnight Monday. 

			   Xinhua

Europe imposes 
new restrictions 
amid resurging 
COVID-19 pandemic

Moscow ready not to deploy 9M729 
missiles in European Russia, Putin says

CAPE TOWN

The South African government 
“is giving urgent attention” to inade-
quate public transport in the country 
amid rising taxi violence, President 
Cyril Ramaphosa said yesterday.

“The taxi industry can and must 
play an important role in govern-
ment’s ultimate objective of improv-
ing the daily experiences of com-
muters through the establishment 
of integrated rapid transport service 
networks in the metros, cities, towns 
and rural districts,” Ramaphosa (pic-
tured) said in his weekly presidential 
address. 

 In South Africa, where the vast 
majority do not have access to pri-
vate cars, the provision of efficient, 
reliable, safe and affordable public 
transport is critical to the people’s ev-
eryday lives, he said. 

Unfortunately, public transport 
continues to be plagued by challeng-
es: some are the legacy of apartheid 
development, but many are contem-
porary and persistent, Ramaphosa 
said. He mentioned two recent tragic 
events that demonstrate the dire 
state of public transport in the coun-
try.

Last Wednesday, 16 people were 
killed when a minibus taxi collided 

S. Africa president says giving urgent attention to poor public transport 

with a truck between Melmoth and 
Ulundi in KwaZulu-Natal. 

A day later, commuters had to flee 
for their lives on a busy highway in 
Johannesburg when a passenger in a 
minibus taxi opened fire on the driver, 
killing him and causing the vehicle to 
lose control. 

The two incidents drew into sharp 
focus the reality that for far too many 
citizens, using public transport “is dan-
gerous and can even be deadly,” Rama-
phosa said. 

Many of South Africans’ experiences 
with public transport are not positive, 
he said. Those reliant on trains have to 
contend with daily delays, disruptions 
and prolonged closures of essential 
lines, Ramaphosa said. 

 Furthermore, rail infrastructure in 
most cities only covers older parts of 
cities and has not kept up with new city 

development, he said. Unroadworthy 
vehicles, unsafe driving, speeding, over-
loading and other practices are persis-
tent problems in the taxi industry. 

Many people also fall victim to crime 
on trains, taxis and buses, Ramaphosa 
said. With many people living far from 
places of work, transport is very expen-
sive for low-income households.

 A survey by Statistics South Africa 
found that more than two-thirds of 
households with the lowest income 
spend more than 20 percent of their 
monthly household income on public 
transport.

Later this week, the government will 
convene the National Taxi Lekgotla to 
chart the course toward a more effi-
cient sector, Ramaphosa said.  

The purpose will be to seek common 
ground on existing business models, 
safety and compliance, broader eco-
nomic empowerment of operators and 
the issue of subsidies for taxis, he said. It 
will also look at how to end the conflict 
and violence that continues to plague 
the industry because of competition on 
routes, Ramaphosa said. 

“Most importantly, it must emerge 
with a blueprint for a formalized in-
dustry that plays a meaningful role in 
the mainstream economy and is effec-
tively regulated,” the president said. 

			   Xinhua

The Russian Federation remains of the opinion 
that the Intermediate Nuclear Forces Treaty is a 
crucial element of the architecture of maintaining 
international security and strategic stability. 

President Vladimir Putin

China is sharing the experi-
ence of using TCM in the treat-
ment of COVID-19 with foreign 
countries as clinical observation 
shows that in Hubei, the prov-
ince hit hardest by the virus in 
China, more than 90 percent of 
the infected patients received 
TCM treatment that was proven 
effective. 

A recent example of how pop-
ular TCM is in China in prevent-
ing and treating COVID-19 is that 
after Zhong Nanshan, China’s top 
respiratory expert, said last week 
that Banlangen granules, a com-
mon TCM in treatment of cold, 
might be able to inhibit corona-
virus, the medicine immediately 
sold out across China.

Most of the medical teams 
dispatched by the Chinese gov-

ernment to aid the fight against 
COVID-19 in other countries in-
clude TCM doctors and Chinese 
organizations and institutions 
have donated TCM medicines, 
herbs, acupuncture needles and 
other instruments to more than a 
dozen countries and regions.

During this global health cri-
sis, TCM appears to be winning 
more recognition overseas, not 
only among the public, but also 
government officials. 

Even though TCM has been 
more popular overseas, its usage 
in hospitals for treating COVID-19 
still faces great barriers in many 
countries.

Since Chinese and Western 
medical systems have great dif-
ferences, the TCM has not been 
accepted by Western market. In 

other countries, Chinese medi-
cines could only be sold as health 
products or food, the Xinhua 
News Agency reported.

The report quoted insiders by 
saying that the situation is due 
to cultural differences, as well 
as gaps in legal systems. “Each 
country has its own regulation 
and standards on medicines, but 
TCM experiments are relatively 
difficult, therefore it is very hard 
to be approved by other coun-
tries.”

Despite the bias and question-
ing from some foreign media 
over TCM and its effectiveness 
in treating the disease, it is still 
receiving rising recognition in 
many countries and regions 
worldwide.

Lianhua Qingwen capsule has 

been licensed in more than 10 
countries and regions including 
Canada, Indonesia, Brazil and 
Romania, and has started its reg-
istration work in more than 30 
countries around the world, ac-
cording to the company.

Demand for TCM in Italy and 
other infected countries surged 
in June, as different from Western 
medicine that initiates treatment 
when patients get confirmed by 
a test, TCM therapies offer treat-
ment based on symptoms not 
only for confirmed but also sus-
pected cases. 

In August, Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization Secretary Gen-
eral Vladimir Norov delivered a 
special award to a TCM producer 
Shijiazhuang Yiling Pharmaceu-
tical Co for its contribution to 

the prevention and control of 
the COVID-19 epidemic in SCO 
member states, marking a grow-
ing recognition of the TCM and 
its role in treating the disease not 
only in China but also overseas.

		  Global Times

Traditional Chinese medicine gains wider acceptance overseas in fighting COVID-19

Each country has 
its own regulation 
and standards on 
medicines, but TCM 
experiments are 
relatively difficult, 
therefore it is very 
hard to be approved 
by other countries

International students of Nantong Vocational College of Science & Technology 
learn about traditional Chinese medicine, Nantong, East China’s Jiangsu 
Province, May 23. File photo

Bahrain’s Foreign Minister Abdullatif Al Zayani, Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and United Arab Emirates (UAE) Foreign Minister Abdullah bin Zayed display 
their copies of signed agreements while U.S. President Donald Trump looks on as they 
participate in the signing ceremony of the Abraham Accords. File photo
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By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

DODOMA’s JKT Tanzania visited 
Mwadui FC on the seventh round of 
this season’s Vodacom Premier League 
(VPL) in a game which took place at 
Mwadui Complex in Shinyanga last 
weekend.

The game had the visitors claiming 
a comprehensive 6-1 victory over the 
hosts.

Striker Adam Adam scored a hat-
trick for the first time in the domestic 
top flight this season, enabling JKT 
Tanzania to grab three points.

The visitors netted their first goal 
on the 22nd minute through Adam 
who received a fine penetration pass 
from fellow forward, Daniel Lyanga, 
and dribbled past two Mwadui FC 
defenders to put his team ahead.

On the 43rd minute Mwadui FC 
defender Joram Mgeveke failed to 
clear an aerial ball that dropped in 
front of Lyanga who dribbled few 
steps near the opponents’ goal before 
powering a shot into the top corner to 
put the visitors ahead by 2-0 before the 
breather.

The second half begun with the 
visitors pressing high in quick tempo 
that saw them net the third goal three 
minutes into the half through Adam.

Adam nets hat-trick as JKT Tanzania demolish Mwadui

He lives his life on his sleeve,” said tennis star Serena Williams, a close 
friend

The skilful forward curved the ball from the left 
wing into the top right corner, knocking the post 
before heading in.

Four minutes later Adam provided his first 
assist of the game as he again connected well 
with Lyanga, who scored his second goal of the 
day and put JKT Tanzania 4-0 up.

Mwadui FC then pulled one goal back to make 
it 4-1 on the 61st minute through forward Pastory 
Athanas.

The hosts’ striker Deogratius Anthony had 
stretched his legs, powering an initial shot which 
was saved by JKT Tanzania goalkeeper, Joseph 
Ilunda, but the rebound clipped Athanas’ foot 
and rolled in.

After a bit of calmness showcased by both 
teams, JKT Tanzania added their tally on the 
scoreboard, making it 5-1, after Lyanga had 
again connected well with Adam, who scored to 
register his first career hat-trick in the Mainland 
Premier League.

The JKT Tanzania looked hungry for more goals 
even during the added on time, as Said Luyaya 
netted the sixth goal from an assist by defender 
Edson Katanga, making it 6-1 for the visitors.

The goal, scored on the second minute of the 
added on time, left Mwadui FC goalkeeper Musa 
Mbisa in rhetorical questions shortly after the 
final whistle.

The victory has seen JKT Tanzania sit on the 
15th position in the VPL with eight points, one 
point below Mwadui FC who have been placed 
13th with nine points.

PARIS

WHEN Michael Schumacher retired from Formula One eight years ago, little did he know that 
he was opening the door for Lewis Hamilton to make history.

The British driver did just that on Sunday, winning the Portuguese Grand Prix for a record-
setting 92nd victory of his outstanding career to overtake Schumacher’s 91 wins. Runaway leader 
Hamilton is also set to equal Schumacher’s record seven championships this season.

Hamilton replaced Schumacher at Mercedes in 2013 with only one F1 title to his name and 70 
wins behind the German great’s mark which was considered in F1 circles as way out of reach. 

But with another contract looming at Mercedes, the 35-year-old Hamilton could get well 
beyond 100 wins.

“I still feel physically strong but you still wonder when is it going to tip over and (you) lose 
performance,” Hamilton said after his victory in Portugal. “But showing by today it’s not yet.”

His 71 wins with Mercedes have come from just 173 races, a stunning win ratio of 41%, while his 

Still rising: Lewis Hamilton 
makes F1 history with 92nd win 

JKT Tanzania striker, Adam Adam, scored a hat-trick in his club’s 6-1 
victory over Mwadui FC in a 2020/21 Vodacom Premier League clash, 
held at the latter’s backyard, Mwadui Complex, in Shinyanga on Sunday.

92 wins from 262 starts (about 35%) edges him ahead of Schumacher’s 91 in 
306 (30%). 

Hamilton also has the most pole positions (97 to Schumacher’s 68) and 
podium finishes (161-155).

But direct comparisons between the two are difficult since they raced 
in different eras, save for an overlapping period of three seasons when 
Schumacher was driving an uncompetitive Mercedes.

Who has the edge in terms of single-lap speed is hard to judge.
Some of Hamilton’s poles have been among the best ever in F1. Particularly 

the display at the Singapore GP two years ago and the mesmerizing control 
at a rain-drenched qualifying for the Styrian GP in July.

However, Hamilton’s best season ratio of 11 wins from 19 races falls below 
Schumacher’s masterful 13 from 18 — a staggering 72% win ratio — during his 
last title with Ferrari in 2004. Schumacher’s 10 fastest laps in 2004 beats 
Hamilton’s eight in 2015, as does his overall total of 77-52.

Hamilton made his F1 debut in 2007 with McLaren aged 22. 
Ferrari driver Kimi Raikkonen won the title that year by one point from 

Hamilton, who began with nine straight podiums and a first victory in 
Canada after clinching a first pole.

McLaren sent Hamilton a tweet on Sunday featuring a bottle of Champagne 
and the words “You never forget your first.”

When he won his first title the following year, aged 23, Hamilton was the 
youngest world champion until Sebastian Vettel in 2010. 

In an extraordinary scenario, Hamilton won the 2008 championship 
by overtaking on the last corner of the Brazilian GP to finish fifth and beat 
Ferrari’s Felipe Massa by one point. The Italian team was celebrating wildly 
when Hamilton surged to break hearts at Massa’s home race.

The next four years saw Red Bull’s dominance with four Vettel titles from 
2010-13.

Then came Hamilton’s career-defining decision.
He joined his old friend from junior karting, Nico Rosberg, at Mercedes. 

Observers questioned the move and in 2013 Hamilton won only one race 
while Vettel finished the season with 13. 

“Did I think we would win this many races? Of course not,” Hamilton said 
Sunday about his Mercedes move.

By the end of 2013, Vettel loomed as the biggest threat to Schumacher’s 
records. The German driver is 2 1/2 years younger than Hamilton and, back 
then, led 4-1 in titles and 39-22 in wins.

But then another key moment happened as F1′s engines changed, with 
the arrival of the 1.6-litre hybrid. Mercedes made the best transition and 
results were instant with 16 wins from 19 races in 2014. 

Hamilton sealed the title on the last day — again — although only because 
of an eccentric double-points rule introduced for the final race by then-F1 
boss Bernie Ecclestone. Rosberg, who before the race told his rival to “drive 
cleanly”, took pole position and made a terrible start to finish 14th while 
Hamilton sealed title No. 2 with a victory.

Hamilton was dominant in 2015, sealing his third F1 title at the U.S. Grand 
Prix with three races to spare. In the cooldown room, Hamilton dismissively 
tossed a No. 2 cap to Rosberg. It appeared a calculated putdown and a clearly 
angered Rosberg tossed it back. This would prove a symbol of how a once-
strong relationship nurtured during their karting days turned very sour. 

It also spurred Rosberg on to surpass himself.
The German driver won the first four races of 2016 during a campaign 

that turned into a psychological war of attrition between the drivers. 
They crashed into each other at the Spanish GP and clashed at the Belgian 

GP. They traded barbs and reproaches as Hamilton clawed back to take the 
championship to a finale under floodlights at Abu Dhabi. 

But Rosberg had a 12-point lead and, although Hamilton won, Rosberg’s 
second place earned him a title to match his father Keke Rosberg’s 1982 title. 
Days later, Rosberg stunned F1 by retiring and this made things considerably 
easier for Hamilton. The decision by Mercedes to hire Valtteri Bottas — a 
modestly successful driver — was astute.

Freed from feuding and with a calm teammate driving, unofficially, as a 
No. 2, Hamilton won the next two championships in 2017 and 2018 as Vettel 
blew midseason leads for Ferrari. Had Rosberg stayed, he would likely have 
taken wins from Hamilton and this would have helped Vettel.

For Bottas has never mounted a challenge like Rosberg did. Last year’s 
title was emphatic as Hamilton won 11 races compared to three for Bottas, 
finishing 87 points clear of him.

Hamilton will likely soon seal his seventh title and possibly has enough 
points already even if he didn’t finish any of the last five races. Yet he has 
done so much more this year, emerging as a distinctive voice against racial 
injustice.

“He lives his life on his sleeve,” said tennis star Serena Williams, a close 
friend. “He says what he says and that’s just who he is ... So that’s one thing 
I’ve grown to really appreciate about him.”

Hamilton has a tattoo on his back which reads “Still I Rise,” the name of a 
poem written by Maya Angelou, an American civil rights activist.

Hamilton, who spoke of enduring racism as a child, has risen to every 
challenge so far.
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promotes competition and tolerance 
without intimidation or violence.

The mission is charged with 
identifying challenges, weaknesses, 
opportunities and strengths that can 
be considered for the improvement 
of electoral practices in a member 
country and within the community, he 
declared.

“The mission seeks to assess the 
legitimacy of the electoral process 
and its results in accordance with 
international standards. It makes 
recommendations for strengthening 
the electoral process for the benefit 
of all EAC partner states,” he further 
noted.

The team shall work in tandem 
with local observers, as the National 
Electoral Commission (NEC) approved 
245 NGOs and 97 other organisations 
to work as election observers and 
conduct voters’ education.

The EAC Secretary General, Liberat 
Mfumukeko, explained Tanzanian 
experts were excluded from the 
observer mission in line with adopted 
practice set out in the EAC Principles of 
Election Observation and Evaluation.

“The mission is being undertaken 
pursuant to Article 3 of the Treaty for 
the Establishment of the EAC, which 
requires adherence to universally 
acceptable principles of democratic 
governance and in line with EAC 
Principles of Election Observation and 
Evaluation,” he said.

He reiterated that election 
observation is part of efforts of 
the region to move deeper in the 

integration process with the ultimate 
goal of having a political federation, 
where EAC partner states need to 
standardize their governance practices 
and evaluate each other’s political and 
electoral processes.

He remarked that successful and 
peaceful election in Tanzania is of 
paramount importance to the partner 
states and the community, as disruption 
of peace and stability in a partner state 
undermines achievements the region 
has attained and prospects for further 
integration.

 “We expect a successful mission 
and we believe that this will further 
strengthen the democratic process and 
advance development in the region,” 
he stated.

Upon completion of the electoral 
process, the mission will prepare a 
report for submission to the national 
authorities through the EAC Council 
of Ministers for consideration 
and implementation of its 
recommendations, while its members 
leave Tanzania on November 2.

The regional mission is mandated 
by the Treaty for the Establishment of 
the EAC and pursuant to the invitation 
of NEC, as well as a decision of the 
Council of Ministers on observation 
of elections in an EAC member state. 
It is mandated to observe the overall 
electoral environment, pre-election 
activities, the polling day, the counting 
and tallying/announcement of results.

Over 29million eligible voters are 
tomorrow expected to take part this 
year’s general election, whereby 15 
presidential candidates are lined up for 
the poll.

FROM PAGE 1

EAC observers sent to regions

Chief Secretary John Kijazi (R, foreground) makes a point Morogoro Region yesterday. Others include Permanent Secretary (Prime Minister’s Office – Policy, 
Parliament, Labour, Youth and Employment) Andrew Massawe (in blue jacket), NSSF director general William Erio (to the right of the PS), Mkulazi Company board 
chairperson Dr Hildelitha Msita, and NSSF Board of Trustees chairperson Ali I. Siwa. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

ensure that every media organ fulfills 
its duties as per the country’s laws, he 
cautioned.

 Since the commencement of 
election campaign two months 
ago, TCRA has organized a series of 
meetings with media practitioners to 
remind news outlets on how best to 
convey information on election issues.

For his part, police headquarters 
spokesman ACP Mayala Toyo said the 
police are prepared to ensure that 
the polls are conducted freely and 

peacefully, urging journalists to avoid 
airing or publishing information which 
excites sections of the public.

“When reporting, journalists have to 
remember that they are Tanzanians, 
so they have to maintain patriotism, 
report fairly and accurately. Whenever 
there is chaos, everyone has to adhere 
to orders issued by the police,” he 
specified.

 “We will be in voting areas, streets and 
everywhere to ensure that Tanzanians 
cast their votes in a peaceful way and 
return to their homes waiting for 
results,” the spokesman underlined.

Cosmas Mwaisobwa, the 
commission’s assistant director of 
information and voters’ education said 
that NEC has prepared identification 
cards (IDs) to be used by journalists in 
sensitive areas during the voting and 
beyond.

“The IDs will enable journalists 
to move freely in polling stations 
for observation, interviewing and 
reporting the whole process,” he said.

Media practitioners’ spokesman 
Steven Chuwa, the ITV/Radio One 
chief editor, urged the police to treat 
journalists as friends “since we are all 

working hard to push the country’s 
development.”

“We have to work together in a 
friendly way. A journalist has a big 
role in elections, because he/she is the 
one responsible to inform the public 
on what is taking place, so we appeal 
for protection of journalists during 
elections,” he said.

 “We have been working closely 
with TCRA and it has helped us to 
improve our reporting. The authority 
has been good to us and we appreciate 
its guidance,” the veteran broadcaster 
added.

FROM PAGE 1

TCRA, police draw the line for media agencies

The French Ambassador to Tanzania,Frédéric Clavier (2nd-L) and East African Community Secretary General LiberatMfumukeko sign an MoUin Arusha city at the 
weekend relating to the establishment a framework of cooperation and strategic partnership. Looking on are the French Development Agency regional director 
Christian Yoka (L) and a senior official with the EAC. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

growing reputation as an economic 
development financier with total assets 
growing by 15 percent to 7trn/- during 
the quarter, up from 6.1trn/- in Q3 2019.

NMB Bank achieved notable 
improvement in the quality of the 
loan book with a 22 per cent reduction 
in loan impairment charges year on 
year. NMB strengthened its capital 
internally and in terms of regulatory 
limits, “which is central to sustained 
business growth in the years to come,” 
the quarterly report indicates.

NMB’s core capital in proportion of 
its total risk weighted assets continued 
to be above the Bank of Tanzania 
statutory minimum of 12.5 percent. 
With its outstanding performance, the 
bank won global accolades, the latest 

being named ‘Safest Bank in Tanzania 
for the year 2020’ by New York based 
Global Finance magazine. It was also 
declared Euromoney award winner 
by the London based global financial 
markets magazine, for the eighth 
consecutive year.

With 225 physical branches, over 
7,000 agents and more than 700 ATMs 
across the country and represented 
in all administrative districts of the 
country, the bank has over four million 
customers and employs slightly over 
3,400 directly in its operations. 

The Dar es Salaam Stock Exchange 
listed firm has Rabobank, a Netherlands 
venture capital financing utility as its 
largest shareholder with a 34.9 percent 
stake, while Treasury is second with a 
31.8 percent stake, the rest being held 
by investors at DSE.

FROM PAGE 1

NMB profit up 77 pct 
in third quarter 2020

ensure that we connect this area with 
road networks to facilitate commerce,” 
he said.

The candidate took the opportunity 
to explain what his government has 
done in the last five years across the 
country, noting among other things 
that Dodoma was a strategic and vital 
region for the country’s development.

He is expected to speak to elders in 
Dodoma today as part of winding up 

his campaigns, while late yesterday 
he opened the Shelkh Abubakar bin 
Zubeir Ally Mosque at Chamwino area 
in the capital.

The mosque was built following Dr 
Magufuli’s fundraising drive which saw 
political and religious leaders join the 
trail to contribute over 300m/-.

It was built over a period of one month 
by the National Service Department 
( JKT), a wing of the Tanzania People’s 
Defence Forces (TPDF).

JPM winds up 
campaign drive
FROM PAGE 1

By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

CHIEF Secretary John Kijazi has 
expressed satisfaction with the 
development of the sugarcane field 
project at Mbigiri in Morogoro Region, 
saying the government will ensure that 
the subsequent construction of a sugar 
factory is completed as planned and 
production starts as scheduled.

He said this over the weekend 
during a visit to inspect the Mbigiri 
sugarcane farm project in the region, 
which is jointly owned by the National 
Social Security Fund (NSSF) and the 
Prisons Service through its Property 
Production Corporation.

Speaking soon after visiting the 
project, Kijazi commended the ongoing 
work on the farm project and promised 
that the government would ensure that 

the project is completed so that the 
sugar production work can begin as 
intended.

“I thank you and congratulate you 
on the good work done here,” he said, 
adding that all that is possible will 
be done to ensure the factory starts 
working on time and produces sugar.

“Chairman of the Board and Chief 
Executive Officer of Mkulazi Holding 
Co Ltd: Continue working at this speed 
so that this project can be completed 
on time and in line with the intended 
goals and benefits,” said the CS.

Work on the construction of a water 
storage dam on the Mbigiri sugarcane 
farm project, Morogoro continues. The 
facility is designed to store water 1.6 
million cubic meters, enough to irrigate 
756 hectares of sugarcane throughout 
the dry season.

Chief Secretary satisfied with progress 
made at Mbigiri sugarcane farm project  

By Correspondent Enock Charles 

IN the daily life of a person his/her 
decisions are important because they 
can bring him/her happiness, sadness, 
trouble or disgust.

Even for some of those in prison 
today it is because of the decisions they 
made in the past and it is as much the 
same as for those who have made it 
in life – it is because of decisions they 
made yesterday.

A popular Kiswahili saying runs thus: 
“ Ukishindwa kuamua katika maisha 
basi umeamua kushindwa” – literally 
meaning that if you fail to decide in life 
then you have decided to fail.

There are many people who decide 
to choose failure and that is why some 
make the difficult decision to end their 
lives, all because they have chosen to 
fail in life. There are many examples.

Last year a young man who was a 
university degree graduate decided to 
jump from the top floor of the Rock City 
Mall building in Mwanza, having cited 
unemployment.

People may wonder: if a graduate 
student decides to take this difficult 
decision to end his life without self-
pity, how about primary school leavers, 
what about people with disabilities and 
orphans? n.

This being General Election year, 
making appropriate decisions are 
important starting from the presidency, 
the legislature and the council members 
based on policies and strategies 
expressed at campaign rallies. Kit is to 
be presumed – or assumed – that each 
person understands the state of his or 
her area as well as a pre-election leader 
in the area.

There are people who are 
“champions” of complaining but you 
may be surprised at their decision 
not to vote not because they have not 
registered or has lost his identity but just 
because of not seeing the importance 
of elections in his life although after the 
election he will not stop complaining.

This is the right time to remove the 
complaint, it is a time to do justice to 
yourself for others, on the other side 
for the candidates it is time to reap 
what they have sown if you planted 
corn you will reap corn and also if you 
planted thorns you will reap thorns it 
is important that peace prevails during 
the harvest season.

The right decisions are especially 
important during difficult times, in 
life challenges exist even though 
they overlap between one person 
and another in the resolution of such 
challenges there also different ways as 

well for individual, family, clan, regional 
and even national levels and that is 
where the importance of the right 
choice comes.

According to figures released by 
the National Electoral Commission 
in the 2015 General Election a total 
23,253,982 people registered to vote 
but only 15,589,639 people turned out 
to vote which is about 67.31 per cent 
and President John Magufuli garnering 
approximately 8 million votes, leaving 
his closest rival, Edward Lowassa, 
garnering about 6 million votes. Nearly 
8 million people did not turn out to 
vote.

In 2000 the number of registered 
voters was 10,088,484 and the turnout 
was 8,517,598, equivalent to 84.4 
per cent. In the subsequent (2010) 
General Election registered voters were 
20,137,303 but only 8,626,283 turned 
out to vote, about 42,84 per cent of all 
voters.

In this year’s Election the National 
Electoral Commission (NEC) announced 
the existence of 80,155 polling stations 
with 29,188,347 registered voters 
electing 390 MPs and 5,350 councillors, 
election campaigns were scheduled for 
64 days, with each candidate pledging 
to change or continue with what was 
done by others promising to complete 

various projects.
It is up to us citizens to turn out 

in large numbers to choose the best 
leaders for our development.

While speaking at a network of 
farmers’ network forums (Mviwata) in 
Morogoro Region 2018, CCM Secretary 
General Dr Bashiru Ally Kakurwa 
explained that the number of voters 
in the country is declining with each 
election he cited the 2010 election as 
an example saying the government 
that came to power at the time lacked 
political legitimacy because of few 
citizens who participated in election.

The government spends a lot of 
money on ballot papers which are 
produced based on the number of 
registered voters. So, if not many 
enough people turn out to vote it is a 
loss to the nation and something that 
should not recur this time around.

There is a notion that some people 
appears to register to vote for the 
purpose of obtaining national IDs 
only which makes it easier for them to 
access various services but they have 
no plan or intention to go to the polls 
on Election Day. This is not right. We 
need to get to the point where people 
see and appreciate the importance 
of voting. Let us all meet at the ballot 
box.

Come tomorrow, let’s us go out and vote
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Dar Combine Girls thump Arusha Girls in 2020 Women Cricket Premier League  
By Guardian Reporter

DAR Combine Girls cricket team have kept on enjoying 
the driver’s seat in Group A of the 2020 Women Premier 
League, notching a 10-wicket victory over Arusha Girls in 
a clash which took place in Morogoro last Saturday.

It was a second victory for Dar Combine Girls in a 
space of a week given they earlier posted a 28-run vic-
tory over Tanga’s Simba Queens in Tanga.

The Saturday clash had Arusha Girls being skittled for 
53 runs in 19 overs once they were presented with an op-
portunity to bat first at SUA ground.

With Arusha Girls mostly consisting of inexperienced 
players, they had trouble facing their well drilled oppo-
nents, who fully exploited every flaw the former commit-
ted at the crease.

Careen Christopher, who had opened the innings with 
Mwanaisha Bakari, ended three runs short of double 
digit score in what could be termed as an encouraging 
performance with the bat within the first seven overs.

Mwanaisha had a shorter spell at the crease given she 
managed to score two runs.

They kept on dropping wickets at regular interval in 
the first 10 overs and somewhat managed to weather 
their opponents’ challenge once Angela Agustino had 
stepped at the crease in the 14th over.

She was in the end the side’s top run getter given she 
scored 17 runs which consisted of two fours.

There was more blow for the team as they experienced 
two quick dismissals. 

Middle order batters, Happy Raphael and Mwasiti Jaf-
fary, were sent back to the pavilion, falling to Dar Com-
bine Girls’ Mwanaidi Ibrahim and Saida Khamis.

Grace Raphael to some extent put good knocks to show 

and ensured Arusha Girls get more runs. She scored 12 
runs which included a four.

Happiness George and Mwanaidi had a field day with 
the ball for Dar Combine Girls, ending their respective 
spells with three wickets apiece.

Hapiness gave away 14 runs in four overs and ended 
with an economy rate of 3.50.

Mwanaidi leaked three runs, had two maiden overs in 

her four-over spell, posting an impressive ecconomy rate 
of 0.75.

Veteran spinner Zena Hassan also had an impressive 
spell, given she took two wickets and leaked 11 runs in 
four overs.

With a modest target of 54 runs in their sight, Dar Com-
bine Girls effortlessly chased Arusha Girls’ score without 
losing wickets in 5.3 overs.

The experienced Saida forged an unbeaten partner-
ship with Irene Kasembe to win the game for Dar Com-
bine Girls.

Saida registered 25 runs not out, which included four 
fours, Irene cracked two fours in her spell which saw her 
score 17 runs not out.

In the group’s other clash, played the same day, Simba 
Queens proved they deserve a place among serious con-
tenders for the top honour in the league, notching 137-
run victory over Women Combine.

Simba Queens went in to bat first, scoring 164 runs for 
the loss of three wickets in 20 overs.

Chasing 165 runs to notch victory happened to be a 
challenging task for Women Combine, given they could 
only post 27 runs for the loss of six wickets in 15 overs of 
the scheduled 20 overs.

The competition’s Group A has Dar Combine Girls 
team leading the rest of the pack with victory in three 
outings and defeat in one, collecting six points.

Dar Combine Girls cricket team pictured prior to featuring in one of their matches in this season’s 2020 Women Premier League, 
which took place in Morogoro. PHOTO; COURTESY OF TCA

lBy Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

DAR ES SALAAM’s Kurasini Heat 
Basketball Club has clinched the 
second title of the season as the 
squad won the 2020 National Bas-
ketball League (NBL), beating the 
city’s other outfit, Oilers Club, 76-
59 in a thrilling final played at Don 
Bosco court, Upanga, in the city 
last weekend.

Amin Mkosa of Kurasini Heat 
was named as the final’s Most 
Valuable Player (MVP after putting 
outstanding displays for the club 
throughout the tournament. 

Speaking to The Guardian, Kur-
asini Heat Club’s coach Shendu 
Mwagalla said: “We had to win, 
for 11 consecutive years we never 
managed to qualify for the finals of 
a competitive tournament.’’

‘’When we qualified for the finals 
this year, we had to set goals in or-
der to win this tittle,’’ he disclosed.

This is the second trophy of the 
season for Kurasini Heat, as they 
sealed their first in the Dar es Sa-
laam Regional Basketball Associa-
tion (RBA) League’s finals, which 
took place recently.

Kurasini Heat cruised to 3-1 vic-
tory over National Service ( JKT) 
Club in the best of five games’ fi-
nals of the RBA League.

The club, in the process, lifted 
the regional competition’s trophy 
for the first time since the compe-
tition’s inception in 2009.

‘’We haven’t reached the final 
since that year, when we qualified 
this year, it was a springboard for 
us to make sure we didn’t lose that 
opportunity,’’ Shendu said.

Recruitment of good players 
including Mkosa, who is versatile 
in defense, as well as other gifted 
players in the likes of Erick Lugola 
and Mwalimu Herry, has been key 
to Kurasini Heat’s success this sea-
son. The second runners-up hon-
our went to Don Bosco Panthers of 
Dodoma that beat Vijana Basket-
ball Club of Dar es Salaam 80-77 in 
the third-place play off.

In the 2020 NBL’s women cat-
egory, Dar es Salaam’s JKT Stars 
came second after conceding de-
feat to the city’s other club, Don 
Bosco Lionesses, in the final.

It was a second top honour for 
Don Bosco Lionesses this season, 
as they won the RBA League’s 
women category.

The 2020 NBL men’s category 
champions will represent Tanza-

nia in the Basketball Africa League 
(BAL) Championship, the second 
and third-placed clubs in the NBL 
will battle it out in the Africa Zone 
V Club Championship.

In the 2020 NBL women’s cate-
gory, the champions and runners-
up will both represent the country 
in the Africa Zone V Club Champi-
onship.

The 2020 NBL season began in 
February this year at the regional 
level and officially ended on Sun-
day at the national level.

Currently the Dar es Salaam 
Basketball Association (BD) leader-
ship has after completing this com-
petition moved onto preparations 
for the national basketball tourna-
ment, known as ‘CRDB Bank Taifa 
Cup’, set to take place in Dodoma 
from November 12-21.

Kurasini Heat Basketball Club wins 2020 National League silverware    

Arsenal’s defeat a reminder 
of how far Arteta has to go 
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By Guardian Correspondent, Tanga

ADC Presidential Candidate Queen 
Sendiga has said if elected she would restore 
the respect of sisal cultivation by returning 
to Tanzanians all sisal plantations that have 
remained idle for a long time. 

Speaking yesterday to residents of 
Handeni Rural Constituency, Queen 
Sendiga said the crop used to provide 
employment to many people, but since they 
were abandoned jobs also disappeared.

“The sisal industry used to provide 

thousands of jobs, but today, the residents 
surrounded by the ghost farms have 
remained idle,” she said.

She said if elected she would make sure 
all abandoned farms are returned to the 
people.

“On October 28 do not make mistakes and 
when I will be announced winner you must 
rejoice as your redemption would have 
arrived, as I will return to you all the sisal 
land,” she said.

In regard to water shortage, Sendiga said 
if elected she will make sure she rescue all 

Smallholder farmers from Leganga in Kongwa District pictured at the weekend holding branches from cashewnut trees allegedly slashed from a farm 
belonging to their colleague, Mashaka Chiloa, by people yet to be identified. Photo: Correspondent Peter Mkwavila

Mengi family to continue hosting
lunch for people with disabilities

I’ll return abandoned sisal farms
to the people, says ADC aspirant

By Guardian Reporter, Moshi

THE family of the late IPP Executive 
Chairman, Dr Reginald Mengi, has said 
it will from next year begin honouring 
him by resuming the annual tradition 
he established and prized of hosting a 
luncheon for people with disabilities.

It has also explained this year’s edition 
of the event was lined up for May 28 it was 
called off owing to the outbreak of the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

According to Abdiel Mengi, a Director 
with the IPP Group of Companies, 
requests from various quarters including 
people with disabilities that the luncheons 
resume “have been worked upon and 
granted and, God willing, the event will be 
hosted again starting this coming year”.

He was speaking in Moshi municipality 
early this week at a ceremony where he 
was presented with a ‘Paul Harris Fellow 
Major Donor’ trophy Rotary Foundation 
of Rotary International has bestowed 
upon his late father in recognition of his 
contribution to efforts to rid Tanzania of 
polio.

Elimringi Ngowi, an elder who attended 
the ceremony, said: “I want to assure you 
that Dr Mengi has not died. In body, yes, 
but in spirit he is still alive. As has been 
aptly said, he is still in this world and 
through his family and through relatives, 
friends, acquaintances and all those he 
left, his spirit is still with us.”

The outbreak of Covid-19 saw the 
government order the suspension of 
all manner of activities and events as a 
precaution, one being the Uhuru Torch 
Race.

Abdiel Mengi said the family was 
thankful to God “for having honoured 
us with a father like Dr Reginald Mengi”, 
because he was many things to them, and 
they couldn’t thank God more for how He 
had bestowed upon their father character 
that cared for other human beings.

“I believe that it was all but a gift from 
Almighty God and every day we offer our 
thanks for being able to be near him, to be 
with him and to be behind him. Indeed, 
he was able to fully use the gift bestowed 
upon him by Almighty God.

“Today, as we witness this memorable 
event, it is yet another day that also 

reminds us of another issue in regard to 
us as a family. It is a day that also reminds 
us of the need to convey our thanks to 
God and to pray for him, because all we 
are now blessed with His grace.”

Abdiel elaborated: “Dr Reginald Mengi 
accomplished a lot of things in his life, 
but he couldn’t have accomplished all 
those alone. Behind and near him were 
other people – including institutions like 
Rotary Club which, together, encouraged 
and mobilised one other on the whole 
issue of dealing with challenges facing our 
community.”

“I must say that Rotary Club has 
made great strides in mitigating human 
suffering, especially in succeeding in 
making polio remain only in history 
books. It is a great accomplishment. I like 
to congratulate you because lives without 
polio and other diseases are good lives. 
Well done,” he said.

Earlier, Moshi Rotary Club president 
Cynthia Asiyo said the posthumous award 
was courtesy of 1.2 Rotarians worldwide 
in recognition of Dr Mengi’s monumental 
contribution to efforts to make the African 
continent polio-free.

Asiyo explained that on March 18, 2011 
Dr Mengi led a charity walk in Moshi 
municipality attended by hundreds of 
people. It was organised by Moshi Rotary 
Club, and raised over 40m/- in support of 
the intended cause.

She said a short eight weeks after Dr 
Mengi’s historic contribution, Africa was 
declared polio-free, “and that is why today 
Rotarians worldwide and 90 per cent of 
people with humanity remember Dr 
Mengi and his associates for their having 
contributed to the eradication of the 
debilitating disease”.

Reading his statement on the 
occasion of World Polio Day (October 
24), organised by Moshi Rotary Club, 
Kilimanjaro director Pharmacy Arthur 
Kiwia said Tanzania has 50 Rotary clubs 
and 750 members.

The Day is meant to provide an 
opportunity for the highlighting of global 
efforts towards a polio-free world and 
honour the tireless contributions of 
people and institutions on the frontlines 
in the fight to eradicate polio from every 
corner of the globe.

By Guardian Reporter

SOME 151 out of 481 
applicants were granted 
permits of approved 
disposal of hazardous 
waste last year, the National 
Environment Management 
Council (NEMC), the 
Director General, Dr 
Samuel Gwamaka said in 
Dar es Salaam yesterday.

Talking to environment 
journalists, the director 
general said disposal of 
hazardous waste is a global 
problem, explaining in the 
past half decade NEMC 
has remained watchful 
on disposal of such 
waste in order to protect 
Tanzania’s environment. 
Hazardous waste that 
gets into environment, he 
explained, has long-lasting 
harmful effects on the 
lives of people and other 
living organisms. Expert 
considerations have to be 
exhausted before granting 
permit on disposal of 
hazardous waste.

“We must always bear in 
mind the fact that Tanzania 
belongs to the present 
and future generations, 
so is its environment.  
We are the ones with 
the duty to protect 
Tanzania’s environment 
for the good of this and 

coming generations.  We 
have to ensure hazardous 
waste is disposed in the 
most appropriate way and 
does not find its way into 
environment,” he explained.  
Therefore, he explained, 151 
out of 481 applications have 
been granted permits.

The DG said NEMC 
verified and supervised 
disposal of 2,493 tonnes 
and 2,480 litres of 
hazardous waste that 
included expired chemicals 
and pharmaceuticals.  He 
also said 15,000 inspections 
were made on facilities that 
have environment impact 
assessment certificates.

He said in the past five 
years, NEMC has monitored 
constantly performances 
of seven large-scale mining 
projects with the aim of 
preventing and mitigating 
incidences of pollution.

Dr Gwamaka said the 
7,000 projects were 
registered with the council 
for environment impact 
assessment in the last five 
years, explaining that 3500 
projects were issued with 
environmental certificates.  
“Last year alone 631 small 
scale miners, mostly in gold 
mining were registered.  
These included miners with 
primary mining licences, 
gold leaching plants elution 

plants,” he explained.
He told journalists that 

the council attended to 
4,567 public complaints 
and concerns related with 
environmental pollution 
of air, water and land 
resources. 

NEMC grants 151 permits for approved 
disposal of hazardous waste for last year

By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

RESEARCHERS from the Sokoine 
University of Agriculture (SUA) have 
challenged the ministry of agriculture 
to introduce the system of rice 
intensification (SRI) across the country 
to improve yields as well as farmers’ 
welfare.

The university’s senior researcher 
on Agriculture and Gender, Dr Devotha 
Kilave said this when addressing 
journalists at a dissemination seminar 
organised by the Agricultural Policy 
Research in Africa (APRA). The seminar 
was meant to present research findings 
on SRI.

Dr Kilave added that findings on 
the system of rice intensification have 

indicated that farmers who were 
trained on SRI have increased their 
harvests and some are now engaging 
in commercial rice farming. She said 
it is high time the government review 
its policies to introduce SRI in all the 
regions cultivating the crop.

“The ministry should come up with 
a strategy to introduce SRI across the 
country; this will benefit farmers and 
the nation. The technology is likely 
to enhance productivity, hence food 
security,” she noted.

She said that efforts to improve road 

infrastructures and connecting more 
people to electricity services will boost 
rice cultivation.

According to her, regular training to 
farmers helps to increase productivity 
in the agriculture sector. She said 
rice farmers who were trained on 
SRI harvested more by 8.7 percent 
compared to those who did not attend 
the training.

The research highlighted that only 45 
percent of farmers practiced the system 
of rice intensification in 2016/2027, but 
the number has now increased to 61.6 

SUA researchers want new rice 
farming system to reach farmers

women from the burden of 
fetching water in buckets as 
she would install new water 
infrastructures. 

Regarding the health sector, 
Sendiga said if elected she 
would build dispensaries 
and health centres in various 
areas of the district.

percent after other 36 groups 
of rice farmers started applying 
SRI in rice cultivation.

Application of the system 
of rice intensification enabled 
farmers to harvest 2.9 tonnes 
of rice per acre while they 
were previously harvesting 2.3 
tonnes.

Head of the Project, Prof 
Aida Isinika said the rice 
intensification system helps 
in controlling water loss 
as well as environment 
destruction. He said the SRI 
is implemented at the RAMSA 
wetland area which is among 
the sources taking water to 
the Kidatu dam.

“The SRI saves water 
because the technology only 
requires a small amount of 
water and fewer seeds,” said 
Prof Isinika.
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Mayanga Contractors managing director Stephen Makigo addresses contractors in Dar es Salaam yesterday on the 
achievements made and challenges commonly faced by joint ventures involving contractors. This was at a meeting 
organised by the Contractors Registration Board. Photo: Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

By Guardian Correspondent, Chunya

THE government has directed the 
State Mining Corporation (STAMICO) 
to come up with a system to identify 
rocks with mineral deposits.

Minerals Deputy Minister, Stanslaus 
Nyongo said the move will help the 
government to know the available 
mineral deposits across the country.

He gave the directive here yesterday 
when speaking at the launch of a state 
owned gold refinery plant in Chunya 
District, Mbeya Region which has been 
constructed at a cost of 1.7bn/-.

Nyongo said that decisions to 
construct a gold smelting plant in 
Chunya is meant to assist artisanal 
miners to learn on how they can adopt 
modern mining technologies as well 
as being able to identify areas with 
mineral deposits.

“Knowing the areas with mineral 
deposits would help small scale 
miners to inject monies at specific 
blocks, contrary to the current 
situation where they conduct mining 
activities randomly. We want them to 
be able to identify rocks with mineral 
deposits and conduct their activities 
professionally,” stated the Deputy 
Minister.

The Ministry’s Permanent Secretary, 
Prof Saimon Msanjila said the 
government has so far constructed 
three gold refining plants in different 
regions, at a cost of 4.7bn/-. He said the 
government is determined to support 
artisanal miners by introducing them 
to modern mining technologies.

Prof Msanjila noted that all the 
three gold smelting factories have 
been constructed by a private firm—
Tan Discovery Mineral Consultancy 

Company Limited. He said the 
company will next year organise an 
exhibition where small scale miners 
will be educated on modern mining 
technologies. The exhibition will be 
held in Geita Region.

STAMICO is wholly-owned by the 
government under the Ministry of 
Minerals. It was established through 
the Act of Parliament in 1972 under the 
Public Corporations Act, 1969.

President John Magufuli banned 
the export of mineral sand in March 
2017, a concentrate that contains 
silver, copper, gold and other minerals, 
sparking a $190 billion tax dispute 
with Acacia Mining, which already has 
mining operations in Tanzania.

The government has set up 28 
mineral trading centres since March 
2019 to improve revenue collection 
from small-scale miners.

By Guardian Correspondent, Songea

AUTHORITIES in Ruvuma Region 
have so far provided traders 
identification cards to 73,106 
entrepreneurs.

Ruvuma Regional Commissioner, 
Christina Mndeme made the revelation 
yesterday when addressing delegates 
of a special regional business council 
held at the Heritage Cottage in Songea 
town.

She said the region is determined 
to ensure the government attains its 
targeted economic development which 
includes transforming the country into 
a middle-income nation.

Late 2018, President John Magufuli 
launched the programme to provide 
vendors and small-scale entrepreneurs 
with special taxpayer ID cards in efforts 
to expand tax base in the country. The 
president handed over the cards to 
regional commissioners, directing 
them to ensure proper distribution of 
the cards so as to benefit the majority.

The ID cards are renewable annually 
and are available to anyone running 
a business with a maximum profit 
turnaround of 4m/-.

RC Mndeme noted that the region 
has so far constructed 3,485 factories. 
Of the number, six are major industries, 
25 middle-sized factories, 190 small 
industries and 3,264 extra small 

businesses.
The projects according to Mndeme 

have been jointly established through 
cooperation between private and 
public sectors.

“To boost the industrial sector, we 
have organised an industrial and 
investment forum in July 2020 with 
intentions to promote the available 
opportunities. Prime Minister Kassim 
Majaliwa graced the event and 
launched the Regional Investment 
Guideline which has been distributed 
to various institutions,” RC Mndeme 
said noting that at least 22 investors 
have shown interest to establish 
projects in the region.

Representing the Tanzania National 
Business Council (TNBC) Executive 
Secretary, Emanuel Alphance said the 
Monday’s meeting aimed to assess 
achievements attained during the July 
industrial and investment forum as 
well as achievements attained within 
five years.

He said they are looking at how best 
the private and public sectors can 
work together in the next five years. He 
said the council has been conducting 
similar assessments across the country 

through establishment of regional and 
district business councils.

TNBC was established under 
Presidential Circular No. 1 of 2001 
whereas in between 2005 and 2018, it 
launched regional and district business 
councils in order to improve business 
environment and attract investment in 
the country.

Chairman of the Tanzania Chamber 
of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture 
(TCCIA), Yohana Nchimbi said the 
private sector has been enjoying the 
presence of favourable business and 
investment climate during the five 
years of the fifth phase government.

“We have witnessed a number of 
improvements in the business and 
investment sectors; the private sector is 
benefitting with a conducive business 
environment,” said Nchimbi.

Meanwhile, the traders commended 
the fifth phase government 
administration for introducing the 
identity cards, which they said have 
facilitated their operations. The traders 
claimed that they were previously 
paying levies and taxes amounting to 
more than 150,000/- per year, but they 
are now paying 20,000/- only.

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

TANZANIA is set to become one 
of the major producers of improved 
groundnuts varieties in the world, 
thanks to continued education to small 
and medium scale farmers on better 
farming skills.

The statement was made here by 
Joseph Nzunda, National Coordinator 
of Oil Seed Research Programme at 
the Tanzania Agricultural Research 
Institute (TARI) Naliendele while 
opening a one-day training for 
groundnuts farmers in Chamwino 
district, Dodoma Region.

He said such training organised by 
TARI in collaboration with Tanzania 
Official Seed Certification Institute 
(TOSCI) is aimed at helping farmers 
especially small scale farmers 
improve production and availability of 
improved seeds.

 “We focus on teaching farmers how 
to produce improved seeds that they 
will in turn share with their fellows in 
effort to ensure improved groundnuts 
varieties in the country,” he said.

He added that the aim of the training 
and public education to farmers is to 
increase production of groundnuts in 

the country, beyond the level that made 
Tanzania become the tenth producer 
of groundnuts globally.

He said in 2011, Tanzania accounted 
for 2.9 percent of the global area for 
groundnut cultivation and produced 1.7 
percent of global production. The most 
important growing regions in Tanzania 
include Mtwara, Tabora, Shinyanga, 
Kilwa, Dodoma and Mwanza.

According to the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation of the 
United Nations, in 2018 Tanzania 
produced 940,000 tonnes of 
groundnuts, making it the tenth 
producer of oilseed globally.

According to Nzunda, increased 
production of groundnuts will reduce 
the amount of foreign currency, spent 
on importing edible oil into the country, 
noting that currently 60 percent of the 
oil is imported from other countries.

He explained that at TARI Naliendele, 
in addition to research on groundnut 
seeds, it has gone further, carrying 
out tests on production of groundnuts 
oils, adding that currently processing 

machines are installed at different 
parts of the country.

Nzunda, a researcher on sesame and 
groundnuts seeds also said improved 
seeds approved by his institution are 
sold in different parts of the country 
because they withstand a lot of 
diseases.

Another researcher from TARI 
Naliendele, Athanas Minja observed 
that groundnuts are important food 
and cash crop. He said groundnuts 
contain 51.5 percent of oil with high 
levels of protein and zinc.

 “We have 17 groundnuts seed 
varieties and other three have been 
submitted to Tanzania Official Seed 
Certification Institute (TOSCI) for 
approval and soon we will have 20 
varieties,” he added.

Maria Ananias, one of the farmers 
who attended the training thanked 
the organisers for such education on 
improved groundnuts farming which 
involved how to control diseases, 
modern farming and use of improved 
seed for better production.

Govt directs Stamico to establish system 
to identify rocks bearing mineral deposits 

Over 73,000 Ruvuma entrepreneurs
now given traders identification cards

‘Tanzania set to become leading
producer of groundnuts globally’
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Former Mbarali constituency legislator Haroon Pirmohamed pictured at the weekend symbolically presenting to Mbeya regional commissioner Albert Chalamila (in 
hat) a key to a police station building put up with support from the former’s firm, Mbarali Estate. Photo: Correspondent Nebart Msokwa

By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

THE executive director of the Tanzania Social Action 
Fund (TASAF) Ladislaus Mwamanga has said that poverty 
eradication agenda in the country needs strong and 
collective efforts among government and private institutions 
and actors from village, district to national level.

He also cited media practitioners as one of the key players 
who have strong influence to support poverty eradication 
initiatives.

Mwamanga made the remarks recently in Tanga during 
a two-day training session provided to journalists from the 
regions of Dar es Salaam, Tanga, Morogoro, Unguja and 
Pemba.

In his closing remarks, Mwamanga emphasised the 
importance of media in educating the public through 
accurate articles and stories saying that media is a strong 
transformational tool in any country.

“We have to work together as a team, TASAF officials 
alone cannot achieve the fight against poverty, this calls for 
coordinated efforts from every sector,” he said.

The director further said that the second phase of the 
Productive Social Safety Net (PSSN) programme is to benefit 
1.4 million households equivalent to 7 million poor people 
across Tanzanian mainland and Zanzibar.

He said that the objective of the project is to provide poor 
households with income-earning opportunities and socio-
economic services, while enhancing and protecting the 
human capital of their children.

For his part, TASAF’s director of Community Support, 
Amadeus Kamagenge the PSSN II will be impelented from 
2020 to 2023.

“The implementation of PSSN II will cover poor households 
in 185 district councils in Tanzania mainland and Zanzibar. 
The last phase covered 70 percent of Tanzania’s villages thus 
leaving some of them out of the programme, so in this project 
the remaining 30 percent villages will be incorporated,” he 
said.

Kamagenge said that this phase builds on the first phase’s 
achievements and will especially focus on productive and 
financial inclusion, through support services such as public 
works, savings groups, trainings, and livelihood grants.

 “It will also focus more on providing poor households with 
prerequisite entrepreneurship skills and income-earning 
opportunities to enable them establish small-scale business 
and projects for poverty alleviation,” he said.

The journalists also got opportunity to visit some of the 
poor households and witnessed how TASAF programme is 
contributing in reducing abject poverty among Tanzanians.

Irene Mark, chairperson of the Dar es Salaam City Press 
Club (DCPC) commended the government for establishing 
the programme but underscored the need for the 
beneficiaries to be connected with extension officers so 
as to receive close support and thus improve their income 
generating activities.

“It is high time now for the extension officers to conduct 
regular visits to the TASAF beneficiaries to educate and 
supervise them on their poultry and agricultural activities 
for more production,” she said.

By Guardian Correspondent, Tabora

SEPERVISORS at polling centres 
have been cautioned not to instill their 
own directives during voting exercise 
tomorrow, instead they have been 
instructed to abide by laws, regulations 
and guidelines from the National 
Electoral Commission (NEC) to ensure 
peaceful election. 

The caution was given yesterday by 
the Returning Officer for the Nzega 
Urban Constituency, Philemon Magesa 
when opening training seminar for 
polling centres supervisors and their 
assistants. 

Magesa told them that they have been 
given great responsibilities and must 
stand by ethics governing elections not 
to favour any one to ensure election is 
conducted without any complaints.

He said abiding by the laws and 
regulations will make the election 
successful and will dispel complaints 
and chaos during the election entire 
exercise. 

He said in case they discern any signs 
for the breach of peace they should 
immediately inform the Assistant 

Returning Officer at ward level or the 
constituency’s returning officer for 
appropriate action.

Magesa further said while 
implementing their responsibilities it 
would be essential for them to work 
together with agents of political parties 
and other stakeholders in issues that 
require their collaboration.

Magesa said only the centre’s polling 
supervisor will be allowed to have a 
mobile phone inside the polling centre.

Meanwhile, the Nzega Urban 
Returning Officer said preparations 
for the election exercise in the 
constituency have been finalised and 
all polling equipment were ready.

Poverty eradication 
demands collective 
effort by the public 
and private sectors, 
says TASAF chief

Election supervisors urged to abide 
by established laws and regulations

Magesa said only 
the centre’s polling 
supervisor will be 
allowed to have 
a mobile phone 
inside the polling 
centre

It will also focus more on 
providing poor households 
with prerequisite 
entrepreneurship skills 
and income-earning 
opportunities to enable 
them establish small-scale 
business and projects for 
poverty alleviation
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Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

R
EPORTS reaching this 
newspaper towards the 
end of last month indicated 
that around 103,953 

kilogrammes of cashewnuts were in 
danger of being destroyed in silos in 
Kilwa District, Lindi Region, as owners 
of the stocks had failed to clear the 
tonnage in time.

The Cashewnut Board of Tanzania 
sounded out that it needs the space 
for stocking this season’s produce, and 
that could even have started being 
implemented if no further steps were 
taken. Destroying 100,000 kilos of 
edible foodstuff is unacceptable.

Ordinarily, that implies a situation 
where the produce needs to be handed 
to a user whose vocation will not 
directly disturb the market, which 
means that the board would seek out a 
charity group that can put to good use 
the cash.

This means that the produce can be 
made available to non-governmental 
agencies with links to schools, hospitals, 
mother and child care groups, so that 
it doesn’t land in the market and start 
messing up with the business of other 
people.

And these are groups which don’t 
ordinarily enjoy the comforts of fairly 
expensive auxiliaries like cashewnuts, 
despite that the crop is farmed 
extensively here.

There was significant disturbance in 
the cashewnut subsector on account 
of excessive diminution of prices 
offered to farmers, which might have 
destabilized the market network, as 
stakeholders need to do business each 
year to remain in the market.

That may explain why a not so small 
amount of harvested and stocked 
crop is still lying idle, which also raises 

questions on whether the farmers have 
been properly paid for tonnage that no 
one appears to be taking much interest 
to get it sold.

If this cashewnut quantity is actually 
destroyed, and it happens that peasants 
have some gaps in payment, no relief 
will be available.

Looking at the reports they did not 
say that the cashewnut haul was in a 
bad condition, as then it wouldn’t be 
possible that a worry comes up that 
someone is entrusted with the cargo 
and then hijacks it.

What is meant by hijacking is to 
put to the market in non-procedural 
fashion, and thus interfere either with 
the local market or export outlets.

There are some negative results, as 
up-end markets are sensitive to the 
period of harvest and exportation 
as it affects shelf life of the finished 
product, that is why useful local 
disposition sounds a better idea. So this 
is something that needs to be arranged 
between key authorities.

The first in line of possible decision-
makers on the matter is the parent 
ministry to the board, namely the 
Agriculture ministry, and then the 
Health ministry, along with the 
board itself and the relevant district 
authorities.

At the moment the National 
Environmental Management Council 
has also been involved, so it comes 
up as a stakeholder, and when it is 
concerned that the produce ought not 
to be destroyed but given to those who 
need it and can’t buy it, a good ending 
will be reached.

That the product can’t have a shelf 
life of one year in a supermarket is 
definitely not sufficient reason to put 
it to fire.

T
HERE is good news and 
of significant proportions 
virtually every other month 
concerning the banking 

sector in the country, in its ability to 
generate profits internally and link 
with foreign banks.

Part of the reason is a significant 
push in the country’s infrastructure 
expenditure which ordinarily uplifts 
land prices and attracts investment, 
and it appears more of this will be done 
in the next few years. It means that the 
way for the banks is up and further up, 
as new avenues open up regionally.

At times the rate of profit reported by 
banks is extraordinary, which isn’t just 
an indication of doing good business 
but also carries an impression that it 
is embarking on new territory, where 
the rate of return to capital is still quite 
high.

When such sub-sectors start being 
saturated with players, chances of 
banks making a profit like NMB Bank 
Plc, reporting a 77 per cent increase in 
profit for the third quarter of this year 
would be less likely, but at that point the 
country would be maturing in its rise 
to ‘high mass consumption.’ Without 
attaining that stage industrialisation 
isn’t practical, for lack of markets.

That is why some of the policy 
positions of opposition parties are 
useful for economic planners to start 
integrating into their policy focus for 
the next five years, after the first term 
of the fifth phase did excellent work 
reforming institutions.

Instead of public organisations piling 
up money in deposits and earning the 
profit to share out between board, 
management and employees, and 
marginal development activity and no 
dividend to the government, things are 
different now.

Public bodies are aware that they 
must turn a profit, remit dividends, and 
not just roll in money.

With profit levels of 145bn/- in one 
quarter of the year, it is clear that 

NMB Bank Plc is in a position to play a 
greater role in industrialisation, along 
with others like CRDB Bank Plc, BNC 
Ltd and a number of major foreign 
banks with intense local implantation.

Standard Chartered Bank, for 
instance, extended a 1.2bn US dollar 
loan for the construction of the 
standard gauge railway, which indicates 
the intensity it has in terms of credit 
capacity.

But as the nature of the transaction 
illustrates, it made a strategic decision 
to chip into a major project that 
changes economic growth prospects in 
the medium term.

Yet these banks find it difficult to 
engage in proper lending to industry 
and largely stick to short and medium 
term loans with visible collateral 
for security, as property as such is 
still uncertain owing to the lack of a 
properly constituted property system.

The government has made 
considerable strides in mapping urban, 
suburban and village lands and issuing 
of certificates of land occupancy, but 
they are largely anchored in customary 
law structures, making them largely 
unusable for banks, but SACCOS. At 
the village level there is peer lending 
and possibility of transfer of clan-based 
property, not banks.

For banks to play their role 
adequately in industrialisation, an 
Asian-like agro-sector reform is a must, 
where land ownership is transferred 
to individuals just by paying a sum 
of money at local authorities the way 
people traditionally pay ‘bride price’.

At that point a Mandela policy of 
‘willing buyer willing seller comes in’, 
with enhanced residence rights for 
Tanzanians with another citizenship, 
or foreigners attaining a certain 
threshold of capital and want to live in 
the country.

Those who sell land start new small 
businesses and employ people, and 
those who buy land are most often 
likely to start industries.

Destroying a hundred thousand kilos 
of cashewnuts is by all accounts sad

Tanzanian banks coming of age, 
surely ready for industrialisation

By Special Correspondent

M
ILLIONS of highly 
polluting used cars from 
rich countries are being 
“dumped” on developing 

nations, according to a UN report.
Between 2015 and 2018, some 14 

million older, poor quality vehicles 
were exported from Europe, Japan and 
the US.

Four out of five were sold to poorer 
countries, with more than half going to 
Africa.

Experts say that up to 80 per cent 
failed to meet minimum safety and 
environmental standards in exporting 
countries.

As well as causing accidents, these 
cars make air pollution worse and 
contribute heavily to climate change. 

Many of the vehicles have also been 
tampered with to remove valuable 
parts.

The report, published by the UN 
Environment Programme (UNEP), says 
that both exporters and importers 
need to put tougher regulations in 
place to stem the flow of these cars. 

Car ownership is booming all over 
the world with an estimated 1.4bn 
vehicles on the roads, a number that’s 
expected to reach around two billion 
by 2040. 

Much of that growth is happening 

in developing countries in Asia, Africa 
and Latin America. 

In their three-year analysis, 
researchers found that regulations on 
car imports in the majority of the 146 
countries they studied were “weak” or 
“very weak”. 

A second study on the issue, by the 
Netherlands Human Environment 
and Transport Inspectorate, shows 
that many cars and vans shipped from 
Dutch ports to Africa are outdated and 
contribute to worsening air quality on 
the continent.

“What we can say is that of those 14 
million vehicles up to around 80 per 
cent are not roadworthy and don’t 
meet a vehicle emission standard that 
is called Euro 4,” said Rob de Jong, from 
UNEP, one of the report’s authors.

The Euro 4 car standard came into 
force in Europe in January 2005. “That 
means that those vehicles emit 90 per 
cent more emissions because they are 
not meeting this minimal standard,” 
said de Jong.

According to the authors, these cars 
are both “dangerous and dirty”.

They believe these imports are 
responsible for increased levels 
of road accidents in many poorer 
African and Asian countries. The cars 
are also pumping out fine particulate 
matter and nitrogen oxides, which 
are major sources of air pollution in 

many cities.
“In 2017, the average age of a diesel 

vehicle imported into Uganda was over 
20 years old,” said Jane Akumu, also 
from UNEP, adding: “This is the same 
story for Zimbabwe. In fact, around 30 
countries of Africa do not have any age 
limit on cars. So, any kind of car of any 
kind of age, can come in.”

As well as failing to meet road 
safety and environmental standards, 
a significant number were tampered 
with and had important equipment 
removed.

“They cut out catalytic converters, 
because the platinum value is worth 
$500. And they put in a piece of steel 
pipe and weld it back in,” said Rob de 
Jong.

He added: “They have illegally 
removed the airbags, because they 
have a value in Europe, they have 
illegally removed the anti-lock brake 
system because it has a value and is 
being sold on the black market.”

Of the vehicles in the report, more 
than 54 per cent came from Europe. 
Many were exported through the 
Netherlands.

The Dutch authorities are concerned 
about the trade and want action taken 
at the European level.

“The Netherlands cannot address 
this issue alone,” said Stientje van 
Veldhoven, the Netherlands minister 

for the environment. The minister 
elaborated: “Therefore, I will call for 
a coordinated European approach, 
and a close cooperation between 
European and African governments, 
to ensure that the EU only exports 
vehicles that are fit for purpose, and 
compliant with standards set by 
importing countries.”

The growing realisation of the 
dangers posed by these cars has seen 
several importing countries stiffen 
their regulations.

Morocco only permits cars less than 
five years old to be imported. Kenya 
also has an age limit of eight years for 
imported cars.

At a regional level, the Economic 
Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS), representing 15 countries, 
has set cleaner fuel and vehicle 
standards from January 2021.

But to really deal with the issue 
will require action at both ends of the 
supply chain. 

“On the one hand, I think it’s unethical 
that these developed countries export 
vehicles that are not roadworthy on 
their own roads,” said Rob de Jong, 
adding: “On the other hand, why have 
the importing countries been waiting 
so long to put in place some minimum 
standards? “So I think the onus is not 
only on the exporting country, but it’s 
really a joint responsibility.”

Climate change: ‘Dangerous, dirty’ 
used motor vehicles sold to Africa
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