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BUSINESS
By Guardian Reporter

NBC Bank has forged a strategic partner-ship with the Benjamin William Mkapa Foundation to provide scholarships to midwives to combat maternal mortal-ity rate in Tanzania by ensuring sufficient presence of skilled health professionals.The bank said in a statement issued yes-terday that part of the proceeds of planned NBC Dodoma Marathon to be held later this month, will be channeled to support the course.
The extraordinary event is dedicated to generating funds for enhanced maternal health through cervical cancer awareness initiatives and providing valuable scholar-ship opportunities to aspiring midwifery scholars in Tanzania.

Like many developing countries, Tanza-

nia faces challenges in providing adequate healthcare services to pregnant women, resulting in many preventable maternal deaths. 
According to World Health Organiza-tion (WHO), in 2020, almost 95 percent of all maternal deaths occurred developing countries, with Tanzania’s Maternal mor-tality rates (MMRs) remaining higher with regards to live births.

Besides improved medical facilities, care by skilled health professionals before, during, and after childbirth can save the lives of women and newborns.
The partnership between NBC Bank and the Benjamin William Mkapa Foundation is a welcome call as it marks a significant step towards addressing this critical issue. Through these scholarships, midwives will be equipped to enhance their skills 

NBC Bank, Mkapa Foundation join 
forces to combat maternal deaths

NAIROBI

ABsA Bank Kenya received sh6.17 billion ($50 million) subordinate loan from its south Africa-based parent company to boost its capital and meet strategic invest-ments in new business lines in the year ended December 2022.
The listed lender revealed that it received other loans 

from the parent including a $50 million loan in 2020 and a Us$25 million in 2019, raising its borrowing to sh19.7 billion at the end of last December from sh8.5 billion in 2021.
“The sh6.17 billion (at De-cember’s exchange rate) or $50 million subordinated loan from Absa Group Limited was obtained on 21 December 2022 and has a maturity date of 21 December 2032. Interest 

is paid quarterly in arrears at a rate of 472bps above UsD sOFR (secured Overnight Fi-nancing Rate) which re-sets every three months,” Absa’s annual report reads in part.
south African Absa Group disclosed it did not have any defaults from its loans to its Nairobi securities Exchange-listed subsidiary.

Absa’s capital adequacy ratio closed at 18.5 percent 

against the regulatory lim-its of 14.5 percent with the liquidity of 33.6 percent against 20 percent, showing enough headroom against the requirements of the Cen-tral Bank of Kenya.
Absa posted a 50.7 percent rise in net profit to sh4.45 billion for the three months to March on the back of an increase in non-interest in-come.

Its loan book grew to sh310 billion from sh242.7 billion in the comparable quarter last year.
The lender saw its non-in-terest income grow fastest in the period, rising to sh4.5 bil-lion from sh3 billion, backed by an 80 percent rise in forex trading income to sh2.2 bil-lion.

The bank is betting on con-tinued revenue diversification 

including the launch of new business segments/lines to maintain its growth momen-tum.
The company’s proceeds from borrowing rose to sh10.4 billion last year.

Its operating income rose 40 percent to sh13.9 billion compared to a similar period last year.
The financial performance last year came amid an un-

precedented and complex operating environment char-acterised by significant events such as the general elections, drought, and persistent Cov-id-19 impacts.
Nonetheless, the lender raised its dividend payout to a record of sh1.35 per share or a total of sh7.3 billion as interest income boosted its earnings in the year ended December.

Absa Kenya gets capital boost from South Africa parent

By Guardian Reporter

THE Dar es salaam stock Exchange (DsE) indices start-ed the new financial year (2023/2024) positively, after gaining during the first trad-ing day, with banking and in-vestment sector driving the increase.
The market report shows Tanzania share Index (TsI) gained by 5.54 points to 4,097.35 points on Monday close while the DsE all-share index closed at 1,801.80 points on Monday, an in-crease of 1.76 points com-pared with the end of last financial year ended on 30 June, 2023.

The increase of the market indices caused by the appre-ciation of CRDB Bank, DCB Commercial Bank and NICO share prices, which resulted into the gaining of Banks, Finance & Investment Index (BI), which went up by 18.35 

points to 3,948.01 points on Monday close.
CRDB Bank share price ap-preciated by 1.06 percent to 475/- while DCB and NICO share prices gained by 7.14 percent and 2.22 percent respectively, after closing at 150/- and 460/- on  Monday.

The increase of three 

companies share prices also improved the domes-tic market capitalization by nearly 14mn/- after closing at 10.840trn/- compared with 10.825trn/- recorded during the end of last financial year.
A total turnover of 124mn/- was recorded during the day, following the transaction 

of 228,600 shares, of which foreign investors sold shares valued 20.41mn/- and the re-maining value by local inves-tors, which were all bought by local investors.
Top movers were CRDB Bank which recorded the transaction of 147,217 shares valued 70.2mn/- sold at a 

price ranging from 465/- to 485/- in 74 deals, followed by NICO, which transact-ed 53,559 shares valued 24.5mn/- transacted at a price ranging from 455/- to 460/- in 16 deals.
DCB Bank was third top mover after transact-ing 20,126 shares valued 

3.01mn/- sold at a price rang-ing from 140/- to 150/- per share traded in 9 deals.
The market report shows NMB Bank recorded the transaction of 7,374 shares valued 25.69mn/- sold at a price between 3,460/- and 3,680/- per share in 18 deals.

Vodacom Tanzania (VODA) 

which had the highest number of shares on offer amounting 1,247,608, record-ed a turnover of 7,400 fol-lowing the transaction of 10 shares sold at a price of 740/- per share in one deal.
Meanwhile, the govern-ment bonds traded during the opening day of the new financial year amounted to a face value of 1.78bn/- and transaction value of 1.93bn/- in 16 deals,  for 7, 20, and 25- years maturities.

The 25 years bond, which matures in 2048 was mostly traded during the day in 12 deals at a yield of 13.6 per-cent, followed by 20 years, maturing in 2040 with two deals at a price of 120.4247 and yield of 13.3 percent and seven year bond, which ma-tures in October next year traded in two deals at a price of 93.5000 and yield of 18 percent.

DSE share indices start new financial year positively

LAGOS

DR. Juliet Ehimuan (pic-tured), one of the most promi-nent African women in tech and an instrumental leader in Google’s regional growth, has announced her departure from the company.
A respected figure in the tech industry and key player in Goog-le’s African initiatives, Ehimuan announced her departure via LinkedIn, stating her intent to take on a broader role within the regional tech landscape. 

she unveiled plans to collabo-rate with corporate executives, global investors, African gov-ernments and startup founders to drive growth, excellence and digital transformation within the African tech ecosystem and the broader business landscape.Ehimuan’s departure marks a 

significant transition for Google in Africa. During her tenure - first as Country Director for Nigeria and then Director for West Africa – Ehimuan led her team in driving transformative digital initiatives. From the suc-cessful Get Nigeria Businesses Online project, to strategic partnerships and deployment & localisation of key products like Google Maps, streetview, and YouTube.ng; her leadership has enabled a profound and far-reaching impact on the region’s tech ecosystem.
One of the pivotal moments under her stewardship was the inaugural Google for Africa event in Lagos in 2012, where Google CEO sundar Pichai an-nounced the landmark commit-ment to train 10 million Africans in digital skills, 100,000 devel-opers in-depth web and mobile 

development skills, and a Goog-le for startups accelerator for Africa to support African tech entrepreneurs. These initiatives underline Ehimuan’s dedication to nurturing the next generation of technology leaders in Africa.
Over the last 12 years, the con-tinent has become increasingly important to Google’s global strategy and a destination for significant investment. Indeed, Google has committed increas-ing sums to growing Africa’s tech ecosystem – including $50 mil-lion for growth-stage start ups through the Africa investment Fund in early 2020 and $1 billion toward Africa’s digital transfor-mation in 2021. 

Ehimuan’s tenure also saw the execution of high-priority access projects such as the ex-pansion of the Google station program in Nigeria and the 

Google’s first West Africa director leaves company

and expertise to improve the qual-ity of care to expectant mothers and reduce the risk of maternal deaths.
Theobald sabi, NBC Bank’s Managing Director expressed his enthusiasm about the partner-

ship, stating, “As a responsible corporate citizen, NBC Bank is committed to positively impact-ing the communities we serve. We recognize the urgency of address-ing maternal mortality in Tanza-nia, and we believe that by invest-

ing in the education and training of midwives, we can contribute significantly to saving lives and improving healthcare outcomes for mothers and newborns. We are proud to channel part of the proceeds from our annual fund-

raising marathon, the NBC Dodoma Marathon, into this life-saving course. Every life counts.”
Dr. Ellen Mkondya, CEO of the Ben-jamin William Mkapa Foundation, also emphasized the significance of the collaboration, remarking, “We are thrilled to partner with NBC Bank in our shared mission to reduce mater-nal mortality in Tanzania. The schol-arships will empower midwives with the necessary skills and resources to ensure safe deliveries and provide comprehensive antenatal and postna-tal care. 

The two years scholarships worth 200mn/- provided will enable se-lected midwives to access specialized training programs to improve their skills to provide quality care to moth-ers and infants and reduce the risk of complications and mortality.
NBC Bank and the Benjamin Wil-liam Mkapa Foundation firmly believe that investing in midwifery education and training is a critical step towards achieving sustainable Development Goal 3, which focuses on ensuring healthy lives and promoting well-be-ing for all, including reducing mater-nal mortality.

In the last three years, NBC Bank says had also committed 500mn/- in the fight against cervical cancer for women in Tanzania as part of corpo-rate philanthropy.

NBC managing director Theobald Sabi (R ) and Benjamin Mkapa Foundation CEO Dr Hellen Mkondya display signed 

documents on agreement on the fight against maternal deaths in Tanzania. Through the pact, the bank will provide 

200mn/- to finance the training of 100 midwives in the next two years. Photo by Guardian Correspondent

landing of Google’s Equiano fibre cable in Lagos. These initiatives have played 
a significant role in making the inter-net more accessible and affordable for 

millions of people in Nigeria and beyond.
Ehimuan joined Google with a strong background in strategy and technology and her contributions to ICT policy and strategy have been critical. she has been a key player in the development of poli-cies that have fostered investment and infrastructure growth in the Nigerian tech ecosystem. Her lead-ership in high-profile committees like the National Economic summit Group (NEsG) and the Presidential Committee that created the na-tional broadband plan in 2019 has been instrumental in shaping the ICT strategy of the region.

As Ehimuan turns the page to the next chapter of her career, she is set to leverage her wealth of expe-rience and network to drive digital transformation across the conti-nent in a broader role. 
Ehimuan’s passion for leader-ship development and personal ex-cellence coaching will continue to have a global impact through her 30 Days of Excellence program. Based on her book ‘30 Days of Ex-cellence’ published in 2020, this program, which rolled out within Google over the last 18 months, is set to continue its global expan-sion.

DSE stock brokers participating an online trading activity
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PM outlines public office 
ethics for new DAS cadre

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Arusha

GRAIN prices as well as legumes will 
soon be placed under a regulatory agency 
to protect farmers and consumers from 
actions of freelance dealers and crop 
racketeers.

Agriculture minister Hussein Bashe 
made this announcement at a press 
conference in the sidelines of the 53rd 
plenary session of the Southern Africa 
Development Community (SADC) 
parliamentary forum here yesterday.

He said farmers have been falling prey 
to dubious dealers promising lucrative 
deals that are out of reality, and in the 
end local growers lose their harvests 
to racketeers. The regulatory body 
will among other things protect the 
peasants,” he declared.

The SADC forum is examining the 
role of parliaments in modernizing 
agriculture to address food insecurity 
and youth unemployment in the region, 
with President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
officiating at the opening ceremony.

She stressed that SADC countries 
should invest heavily in agriculture in 
order to cushion African countries from 
effects of climate change, global conflicts 
and Presenters had earlier noted in a 
preceding symposium that only about 

TRA collects 24.11trn/-
revenue in FY 2022/23

EU exalts gender, 
governance uplift

By Guardian Reporter

A TOTAL of 24.11trn/- revenues, 
equivalent to 97.4 per cent of the set 
target of 24.76trn/-, was collected by the 

Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA) from 
last July to end of last month.

TRA commissioner general Alphayo 
Kidata said in a statement late on Monday 
that the collection during FY 2022/23 was 

an 8.2 per cent increase over the preceding 
year, fiscal 2021/22.

In the last quarter, April to June, TRA 
collected 5.69trn/- or 91.1 per cent of the 

Govt mulls grains, 
legumes regulator

President Samia Suluhu Hassan pictured in Dodoma city yesterday witnessing the signing of three agreements for European Union 
assistance to the implementation of projects in Tanzania. The signatories are Ambassador Manfredo Fanti (L), Head of the European 
Union Delegation to Tanzania and the EAC, and Finance and Planning ministry permanent secretary Dr Natu El-Maamry Mwamba. 
Photo: State House

By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

PRIME Minister Kassim Majaliwa 
(pictured) has instructed the newly 
appointed district administrative 
secretaries (DAS) to take action on 
public servants who leak government 
documents.

He issued this instruction yesterday 
in Dodoma when opening a seminar on 
leadership training for the DAS, saying 
that important government documents 
go viral on social networks.

“You are the ones responsible for 
controlling this kind of behaviour,” he 
said, underlining their key responsibility 
in managing the flow of expenditure.

He asked them to avoid conflicts with 
district commissioners, by working 
in accordance with ethics governing 
public office. The conflicts arise from 
limited understanding of protocols, he 
said, specifying roles of DCs as heads 
government operations in their areas of 
jurisdiction.

They are expected to facilitate 
district commissioners to execute their 
duties accordingly, he said, insisting 
that protocols bar DASs from arguing 
with DCs. “Leaders should always use 
respectful, patriotic language for others 
to learn from you,” he said, citing the 
need for them to dress properly.

“You can dance in your car but not 

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Guardian Reporter

IMPROVED gender policies and good 
governance has positioned Tanzania on a 
positive standing with the European Union, 
the bloc’s delegation chief has declared.

Manfredo Fanti, outgoing head of 
delegation, made this observation at a 
signing ceremony for annual and medium 
term budgetary support for the government 
at the State House in Dodoma.

 At the ceremony, President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan assured the delegation that the 
government will oversee proper spending 
of the euro 703m (1.7trn/-) grants allocated 
to support implementation of development 
plans for seven years (2021-2027).

Three financing agreements for euros 
179.35m (455bn/-) were signed under the 
new framework of cooperation between 
Tanzania and EU, permitting the president 
to affirm that the EU was a key development 
partner. The grants will significantly 
contribute to accelerating implementation 
of development programmes countrywide, 
she stated.

The EU also signed for disbursement of 
140bn/- in budget support for fiscal 2023/24, 
where the president remarked that the 

disbursed funds will be directed to policy 
reforms and sector development.

Key areas to be targeted in using the 
funds are blue economy, financing for 
growth, gender empowerment, green and 
smart cities, promotion of digitalisation and 
improvement of rural roads chiefly in the 
Southern Highlands zone, she stated.

For decades, the EU has been a strategic 
partner in development and an inspiration 
to the country’s quest to seek progress and 
prosperity for the people, she said.

Tanzania has received euro 2.3bn (5.9trn/-) 
as cumulative grants within the partnership 
agreement between the EU and African, 
Caribbean and Pacific States starting from 
1995, plus vast concessional loans from the 
European Investment Bank, she stated.

The president alluded to engaging 
discussion with the European Commission 
president Ursula von der Leyen during a visit 
to Brussels in February last year, asserting 
that programmes were then formulated, 
triggering the second disbursement  of euros 
46.11m, Earlier the disbursement totaled 
euros 21m granted in June last year, she 
stated.

The grant is fully aligned with Tanzania’s 
development plans particularly the national 
five-year development plan, Vision 2025 and 
the Zanzibar version of the guidelines, she 
said.

President Samia praised outgoing 
ambassador Fanti for his outstanding 
leadership and contribution while serving as 
head of the EU delegation to Tanzania.

During his tenure great strides have been 
made on the promotion, strengthening 
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The EU lender, EIB, 
has been of great 
support in various 
development strides 
over past decade

Korogwe district commissioner Jokate Mwegelo (C, in all-white) and Oryx Tanzania managing director Araman Benoite (2nd-R) 
look on yesterday as Shaban Mohamed (in red T-shirt), the firm’s sales manager for Dar es Salaam and Coast regions, presents a gas 
cylinder to entrepreneur Rose Kimweri as part of an environmental hygiene strategy. Several other small traders were similarly 
awarded. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

n Inks 1.7trn/- pacts
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10 percent of Africa’s rural land is 
registered, raising concern over 
the protection of arable land for 
agriculture.

The minister said the continent 
has upwards of 65 percent of the 
world’s remaining uncultivated 
arable land, implying that it has the 
potential to produce enough food 
to feed itself.

But with 90 percent of the arable 
land remaining unaccounted 
for, it may not be easy for Africa 
to transform the fertile tracks of 
land into proper farms for full 
production, he asserted.

If the continent’s potential is 
harnessed; Africa will have the 
capacity to feed 9.7bn people by 
2050, he said, projecting that Africa 
will be able to take care of the entire 
world’s food needs in future, despite 
projected population increase.

“However, protection of land 

for agriculture remains a major 
challenge across the continent,” 
he said, asserting that while Africa 
has vast arable land the continent’s 
share in global grain output is low.

And that is despite the fact 
that two-thirds of the African 
population is employed in the 
agriculture sector, he reminded the 
participants, who discussed ways of 
involving the youth in agriculture by 
making the sector more appealing 
technologically.

“Over 90 percent of all 
agricultural output in Africa comes 
from small-scale farms cultivated by 
over 60 percent of the continent’s 
residents,” he stated.

The United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
estimatea that there are 1.1bn 
hectares of land for cultivation in 
Africa, ranked second after Asia 
with 1.7bn hectares, a third of that 
being mapped in China alone, he 
added.

FROM PAGE 1

Govt mulls grains, 
legumes regulator

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa pays his respects to Mbarali constituency legislator Francis Mtega at the funeral occasion held in Mbarali District, 
Mbeya Region, yesterday. The MP died on Saturday morning in a crash involving a tractor and a motorcycle. Photo: PMO

Minerals minister Dr Doto Biteko (with microphone) pictured on Monday presenting to Msalala Council director Hamisi Katimba a 75m/- ambulance 
donated by women small miners to the Nyamishiga village dispensary. Fourth right is Shinyanga regional commissioner Christina Mndeme and left is 
Kahama district commissioner Mboni Mhita. Photo: Correspondent Shaban Njia

and deepening relations and 
cooperation between Tanzania and 
the EU, she said.

During Fanti’s tenure, the amount 
of trade between Tanzania and the 
EU nearly doubled from $1.3bn in 
2019 to $2.1bn in 2022, accounting 
for about 10 percent of Tanzania’s 
total trade for the year.

Improved cooperation has 
witnessed an increase in the number 
of tourists from EU countries from 
362,393 in 2019 to 449,200 in 2022, 
making 31 percent of total tourism 
visitations in the year, she said.

On a different note, she appealed 
for the EU to consider adding the 
Tanzania Agriculture Development 
Bank and the Tanzania Investment 
Bank in their loan schedules to 
bolster financing youth and women 
lending under the flagship ‘Building 
a Better Tomorrow’ programme.

Finance and Planning minister Dr 
Mwigulu Nchemba said the signed 

agreement is part of pursuing the 
seven-year strategic cooperation 
framework from 2021 to 2027. The 
EU lender, EIB, has been of great 
support in various development 
strides over past decade, he said.

Treasury permanent secretary Dr 
Natu Mwamba said the agreement 
will be implemented in two phases, 
the first taking up euros 426m 
(1.07tn/-) taking four years up to the 
mid-term review, and a euros 277m 
(700.4bn/-) part committed for the 
second phase.

The blue economy has euros 
110m (279bn/-) in the agreement, 
supporting private sector growth 
taking up 160bn/- and strengthening 
cooperation between EU and 
Tanzania taking up 15.23bn/-.

Outgoing ambassador Fanti was 
upbeat on wider support from the 
EU for the country to implement 
various development plans while 
strengthening cordial ties between 
the two sides.

FROM PAGE 1

EU exalts gender, governance uplift

set target of 6.24trn/-, it said, noting 
that this was an increase of 1.6 per 
cent to its performance for the same 
period in the preceding year.

He lauded the government for 
consistent empowerment of TRA 
to carry out its responsibilities,” 
he said, highlighting TRA efforts 
to enhance its achievements in 
revenue collection this year.

Envisaged improvements in TRA 
operations include innovations 
in revenue collection systems, 
improvement of the working 
environment with more working 
tools and hiring new staff, he said.

Fiscal 2023/24 starts with an 
appeal to taxpayers as part of the 
wider public to make sure they issue 

valid electronic receipts for every 
sale they make and that buyers 
should demand them, he said.

“Taxpayers should also submit 
genuine tax returns, comply with 
appropriate tax requirements 
voluntarily and within the 
timeframe indicated in the relevant 
legal provisions, he urged

This would avoid unnecessary 
interest accumulation and other 
penalties,” he pointed out, affirming 
that producers and importers of 
taxable goods should abide by 
revenue stamps use.

Taxpayers and tax stakeholders 
ought to show up for training 
sessions in TRA tax education 
efforts, targeting the use of 
electronic tax payment systems in 
particular, he added.

FROM PAGE 1

TRA collects 24.11trn/- revenue in FY 2022/23

in public. You should not go to 
congested recreation centres and 
avoid taking too much food when 
invited to an event,” he elaborated.

Their responsibilities include 
overseeing implementation of 
the CCM election manifesto and 
directives given by top government 
officials, he said, affirming that 
the leadership training they have 
received ought to help to inculcate 
more efficiency in their daily 
activities.

“You must control embezzlement 

of public funds; you should not 
wait for the minister to come and 
identify the shortcomings,” he said.

They must properly manage 
their areas while monitoring non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) 
involved in homosexuality, he said, 
intoning that the nation is currently 
working to fight moral decadence 
within the society.

There is a need to identify some 
NGOs engaging in promoting 
LGBTQ, he stated, citing a case 
where reports reaching the 
government affirmed that there 
was an NGO in Kilimanjaro teaching 

teachers things that are contrary to 
our morals, customs and culture.

“They were stopped by the DC 
but, again, teachers were taken 
to Zanzibar to continue with the 
training,” he asserted, underlining 
the responsibility of the DAS to 
monitor the movement of public 
servants in their respective areas.

Angellah Kairuki, the Regional 
Administration and Local 
Governments state minister in the 
President’s Office, said that last 
December several disputes had to 
be resolved between administrative 
secretaries, DCs and district 

executive directors (DEDs).
“I don’t expect you to start 

quarrelling with DCs and DEDs. 
You should prepare your working 
plan and show respect to others,” 
she emphasided, cautioning against 
making public their personal life 
and family matters.

George Simbachawene, the 
Public Service Management and 
Good Governance state minister 
in the President’s Office, said 
the training was attended by 135 
administrative secretaries, to 
enhance their operational methods 
and leadership capacity.

FROM PAGE 1

PM outlines public office ethics for new DAS cadre

By Guardian Correspondent, Kahama

MINERALS minister Dr Doto 
Biteko has urged district executive 
directors in all municipal 
councils in the country not to 
impose nuisance taxes against 
artisanal miners instead they 
should facilitate them to increase 
production.

Dr Biteko made the remarks 

during the lunch of a dispensary 
at Nyamishiga village located at 
Msalala district council in Kahama, 
Shinyanga region where he said 
there are complaints from small-
scale miners from areas that have 
minerals.

“The number of taxes leads to low 
production and the government 
loses revenue, this must stop 
because the government is working 

on encouraging artisanal miners to 
produce more,” he said.

The minister said if they are 
taxed on the official taxes which 
are identified by the law, the 
artisanal miners will not think of 
evading tax or smuggling minerals.

He however, called upon the 
artisanal miners to form groups 
and associations which will help 
them sort out their issues especially 

energy, water and security.
One of the artisanal miners 

Mabul Mayala told this paper that 
they hve been using a lot of energy 
to extract minerals and transport 
them to markets where they get 
little money with which is not the 
same as what they deserve.

He said most of them end up 
working to pay taxes with no 
profits saying mineral auctions 
should be conducted every day 
instead of weekly or monthly as it 
is the case.

Amani Jastini said they have been 
paying 1,000 for every bag which is 
said to be for packaging minerals 
but also, they have been paying 
taxes when they go to markets to 
sell their products.

Govt warns councils
about nuisance taxes

By Correspondent Wilhelm Mulinda, Mwanza

POLICE     have been urged to 
adhere to their professional codes 
of conduct, discipline and orders in 
the course of exercising their duties 
and responsibilities in protecting 
people and their property.  

Suzani Kaganda Commissioner 
for Administration and Human 
Resources of Police  made the call 
here yesterday when speaking 
to police officers in Mwanza on 
discipline, saying some of them 
are involved in alcoholism which 
is shameful as they are supposed to 
protect people and their properties.

“It pains me so much to see the 
influx of police we expel them 
because of   alcoholism. Today we 
have removed 33 police from the 
payroll and among them those 
who have retired cannot reach 20, 
the rest are due to misconduct,” 
Kaganda said.

 She noted that bad enough when 
police are drunk, solicit bribes, utter 

unwanted words and sometimes 
beat up their leaders that is contrary 
to police responsibilities and 
tarnishes its image to the people.

She said   those involved   should  
change their behaviour  if they are 
to continue to be public servants 
with moral behaviour.

“ It is necessary to tell you so that 
you can see where we have reached 
because when police officer 
misbehaves all blame falls on the 
Inspector General of Police (IGP) 
and the entire police therefore it 
is time discipline is observed,” she 
said.

She noted that it is shameful for 
police officers to be involved in 
alcoholism, drug abuse, bribery 
and other immoral acts as they are 
tarnishing the image of police and 
the reputation of the nation.

She insisted that police have to 
maintain discipline and know their 
responsibilities as well as limits 
and make sure human rights in 
accordance with the law.

Police challenged to keep 
to code of conduct, ethics
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NOTICE is hereby given that the EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of TCCIA INVESTMENT PLC 
shareholders will be held virtually on Saturday, 5th August 2023, at 9.00 am. The Company will inform all 
shareholders via their mobile phones how to participate.

The following Agenda will be transacted:
1.  Opening of the Meeting;
2.  Adoption of the Agenda;
3.  Confirmation of the Minutes of the Seventeenth Annual General Meeting of 2022;
4. To discuss Matters Arising from the Seventeenth Annual General Meeting of 2022;
5.  Adoption of the Directors' Report and Audited Financial Statements for the year 2022;
6.  Declaration of the Year 2022 Dividend;
7.  To receive and appoint the External Auditors;
8.  Approval of Directors Remuneration;
9.  To receive and approve a change of Company Name;
10. To deliberate on the proposals received from Shareholders;
11.  Closing of the Meeting.

NOTE:
1.  The Secretary must receive all proposals to be discussed under Agenda No. 10 before Friday, 14th 

July 2023.
2.  The meeting's 2022 Annual Report and Papers will be available on the Company's website 

(https://www.tcciainvest.co.tz) from Friday, 21st July 2023.
3.  Shareholders are requested to appoint proxies to attend the meeting on their behalf. The proxy 

form is available on the Company's website (https://www.tcciainvest.co.tz)
4.  Completed proxy forms should be sent to the Company Secretary via email address
 pkifunguomali@tcciainvest.co.tz or a photo of the completed proxy form sent through WhatsApp 

no. 0757 138048 to reach the Company Secretary not later than 4.00 pm. on Friday, 4th August 
2023.

5.  Directors propose payment of a dividend of TZS 13 per share.

Date of announcement of results: - 28th June 2023
Shares trading cum div: - 28th June 2023 - 19th July 2023
Shares trading ex-div: - 20th July 2023 onwards
Register Closing Date (Books Closure Date) – 24th July 2023
Payment of dividend: - On or about 7th August 2023

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD

Peter William Kifunguomali
Company Secretary

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

RESIDENTS of Mbeya City say the 
construction of the envisaged four-
lane highway through the city will 
increase economic opportunities 
and reduce road congestion that 
has been obstructing economic 
activities.

They gave their remarks here 
on Monday when speaking to this 
paper in regard to the project that 

is planned to start at the end of this 
month, and added that the highway 
will also help to reduce frequent 
road accidents.

One of the residents, John 
Mwakabungu said that for a 
long time there has been traffic 
congestion in the city centre that 
has been affecting its activities.

He added that the congestion is 
rampant in morning and evening 
hours due to many vehicles using 

the existing narrow road. 
“We have already seen contractor’s 

work camp has been established at 
Iwambi area, and now we sincerely 
believe it is no longer politics, when 
the project is completed, workers 
including business people will be 
reporting early to their work places,”

Fehema Joseph, another Mbeya 
City resident said they have been 
informed that the road will have 
overhead pedestrian crossings 

hence they believe now that 
accidents will be reduced. She also 
said the government says that street 
lights will be installed in all city 
centre areas which will enhance 
traders’ activities in the areas. 

She appealed to the government 
that after finishing this project, it 
should begin the one regarding 
road diversion for trucks in order to 
eradicate frequent accidents caused 
by the trucks.

GF marketing and communication manager Smart Deus (R) briefs Investment, Industry and Trade minister Dr Ashatu Kijaji (in black head-cloth) and 
Rwanda Patriotic Front secretary general Weilars Gasamagera (L) on Monday on the Kibaha-based GFA motor vehicle factory. This was at the firm’s 
pavilion at the ongoing 47th edition of the Dar es Salaam International Trade Fair. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, 

Arusha

TANZANIA is producing nearly 
100 million litres of intravenous 
infusion which the country 
intends to start exporting to other 
countries, especially those within 
the Southern Africa Development 
Community.

The head of SADC parliamentary 
delegation from Tanzania, Selemani 
Jumanne Zedi, stated in Arusha that 
the country, through its two mega 
industries, is now generating over 
90 million liters of Intravenous (IV) 
infusion.

However, compared to the 
country’s demand of only 30 
million liters of IV, Tanzania is left 
with a surplus of 68 million liters 
of the therapeutic potion which the 
country is ready to export to other 
African countries.

Legislator Selemani Zedi was 
presenting the Tanzania’s Report to 
the 53rd Plenary Assembly Session 
of the SADC Parliamentary Forum 
taking place in Arusha.

The Presentation from the 
National Assembly was among the 
series of SADC Member Countries’ 
reports on the implementation of 
the resolutions adopted during the 
previous 52nd Plenary Assembly of 
the regional Parliamentary forum.

During the previous Plenary 
Assembly of the regional 
Parliamentary Forum held in 
December 2022, in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, a number 
of resolutions were approved 
that required Member States to 
adopt a set of diverse measures to 
strengthen the regional integration 
objectives of SADC countries.

“In the medical sector, Tanzania 
is implementing different programs 
to strengthen the health and social 
welfare systems to respond to the 
various needs including those of 
pregnant women (maternal health), 
girls and youth,” Zedi stated.

When it comes to building 
competitive and resilient 

Four-lane highway in Mbeya City will 
reduce traffic congestion, say residents

Tanzania in position to export
medical intravenous infusions

KUPOTEA KWA 
VYETI

   

DOROTHY THOMAS SAMKYI anatangaza kupotea kwa 
cheti chake cha kidato cha sita chenye index namba 
S1187/0551 kilichotolewa na baraza la mitihani la taifa 
kupitia ST. MARY GORETTI SECONDARY SCHOOL mwaka 
2013. Na cheti cha shahada ya kwanza kilichotolewa 
mwaka 2016 na chuo cha TUMAINI UNIVERSITY DAR ES 
SALAAM COLLEGE, cha Bachelor of Business Administra-
tion- Marketing and Management, chenye registration 
namba TU/DARCO/BBA/013/076. 
Kwa yeyote atakayeviona atoe taarifa vituo vyovyote vya 
polisi. 
POLISI TAARIFA: WMB/RB/1635/2023

pharmaceutical value chains, 
Tanzania is investing in the 
discovery, development, 
production, and marketing 
of medicinal drugs for use as 
medications to be administered to 
patients including the Intravenous 
Infusions.

With excess consignment of 
Intravenous Infusion liquid, 
Tanzania is now inviting fellow 
Southern Africa Development 
Community Members to start 
purchasing the IV liquids for their 
medical use, now that the substance 
is readily available just next door.

“We therefore invite the SADC 
member states to purchase IV 
Infusion from Tanzania,” Zedi 
implored.

On the other hand, Tanzania is 
also in the process of constructing 
a total of seventeen (17) other 
pharmaceutical industries to serve 
the entire SADC region’s medical 
needs.

According to the report, 
Tanzania has empowered the 
Medical Supply Department 
(MSD) which is a purchasing 
entity of pharmaceuticals for 
SADC countries, to procure 
pharmaceuticals.

“However so far, it is only a few 
SADC member states that have 
shown interest to trade as agreed,” 
the report concludes.
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Education, Science and Technology minister Prof Adolf Mkenda (C) pictured yesterday touring Mwanza city’s Butimba Teachers College, where he 
launched a programme for the continuous training of teachers involving education officers from 2,384 wards countrywide. Right is the Education 
ministry’s Permanent Secretary, James Mdoe. Photo: Correspondent Rose Jacob

By Guardian Correspondent, Iringa

Authorities in Iringa Region 
have arrested Maneno Yusuph 
Kivembele (50) a resident of Kilolo 
for allegedly selling subsidised 
fertiliser to farmers against 
indicative prices.

Addressing journalists yesterday, 
Iringa Regional Commissioner, 
Halima Dengedo said the suspect 
was arrested following circulating 
information that he was selling the 
commodity at higher prices.

“He has been arrested for several 
offences including selling a 50kg bag 
of subsidized fertilizer to farmers 

at between 82,000/- and 87,000/-
,” she said, adding other offences 
include selling fertilisers without 
a license and buying fertilisers 
using other farmers’ IDs, contrary 
to the set government regulations 
governing the distribution of 
subsidised fertilisers.

Dendego said the suspect 
has been buying fertilizer from 
different companies and agents 
in Kilolo and Iringa districts. She 
said the suspect bought fertilizer 
from ETG Inputs Company Limited 
using a farmer’s ID—81140702890 
registered in the subsidy system in 
the name of Sudiana J. Mwakalinga, 

a resident of Mvomero District in 
Morogoro Region.

The RC noted that Kivembele 
has so far purchased a total of 627 
bags of different types of fertilisers 
from agents and different fertiliser 
companies. She said the suspect 
was registered at his village, and 
that he owns only seven acres of 
crop farms.

“We checked our systems and 
found that he was registered at 
other villages indicating that he 
owns over 120 acres at Ilula Sokoni.

Dendego warned all those 
involved in fraud of the subsidised 
fertiliser, insisting legal measures 

will be taken against them. She 
said such acts are against the 
government’s intention to support 
farmers.

Tanzania Fertiliser Regulatory 
Authority (TFRA) manager in 
southern highland region, Michael 
Sanga said their responsibility is to 
register imported and distribution 
agents as well as providing permits 
to traders who want to import 
fertilisers.

“We work closely with the office 
of the Regional Commissioner in 
controlling fraud of subsidized 
fertilisers. All those attempting 
to sell the commodity or buy it 
illegally will be held accountable,” 
he said.

Iringa Regional Police 
Commander, Allan Bukumbi 
confirmed the arrest of the suspect, 
adding that he will appear in court 
after      investigation is complete.

Man allegedly arrested for
selling subsidised fertiliser  

National Service community development director Col Regina Matina takes part in an environmental hygiene operation at the Chamwino Health Centre 
in Dodoma Region yesterday, the event being part of the run-up to the July 10 climax of the specialised Army wing’s 60th anniversary celebrations. 
Photo: Correspondent Renatha Msungu

By Correspondent James Kandoya

Experts of a study ‘state of air 
quality in Dar es Salaam city’ have 
recommended stringent legal 
measures to control air pollution.

Presenting the findings at a 
stakeholders’ conference in Dar 
es Salaam yesterday, Dr Yasinta 
Manyele, a lecturer at DIT said the 
study was conducted by the Dar es 
salaam Institute of Technology (DIT) 
in collaboration with Stockholm 
Environment Institute (SEI).

Manyele said the study was 
conducted between May 2021 
and February 2022 to purposely 
identify to what extent the city air 
is polluted. She said findings show 
that air pollution in the city exceeds 
the recommended average set by 
the World Health Organisation 
(WHO).

“DIT and SEI installed sensors 
at 14 different centres in all district 
councils within Dar es Salaam. 
Results showed that the city’s 
pollution average exceeds the WHO 
recommendations,” she stated, 
adding the increased pollution has 
also contributed to an increase in 
the number of diseases relating to 
difficulty in breathing.

Deputy minister of State in the 
Vice President’s Office responsible 
for Union and Environment, Khamis 
Hamza Khamis directed members 
of the forum to come up with a plan 
on how to control air pollution.

He said currently 80 per cent of 
pollution in Dar es Salaam city is 
caused by human activity such as 
motor vehicles and use of unclean 
cooking energies.

“Let us now embark on 
supervising and enforcing our laws, 
guidelines and regulations relating 
to the environment including 
industrial laws to manage the 
problem,” he said.

According to him, increasing 

awareness to the community is 
important to change their mindset.

DIT lecturer, Dr Triphonia Ngailo 
said that at least 800 deaths could 
be prevented in the Africa region 
by preventing air pollution. He 
underscored the need to have a 
common and simple message in 
addressing air pollution.

A representative from Uongozi 
Institute, Deogratias Usangira said 
the institute has so far trained 
13,000 leaders serving the country 
at different posts including the 
late President Benjamin Mkapa 
and former President Ali Hassan 
Mwinyi.

Usangira said recommendations 
from the forum are important to 
improve the country’s environment 
policy for community development.

Dr Menan Jangu, director 
of environment, research and 
management from the National 
Environment Management Council( 
NEMC) said the forum was an 
important opportunity for them to 
share experience on how to control 
pollution in the country,

Experts call for stringent legal
measures to control air pollution

By Guardian Reporter

Beekeeping Value Chain 
Support (BEVAC) project, funded 
by the European Union (EU) and 
implemented by the Belgian 
Development Agency (Enabel) 
and the International Trade 
Centre (ITC), has sponsored  a 
dedicated booth for honey at the 
47th Dar es Salaam International 
Trade Fair (DITF).

Themed: ‘Honey is a national 
treasure’, the booth serves as 
a platform for 21 companies 
actively engaged in beekeeping, 
trade, and export from different 
Tanzanian regions, including 
Tabora, Singida, Shinyanga, 
Kigoma, Katavi, Pemba North and 
Pemba South.

Speaking of ITC’s support for 
the beekeeping sector, BEVAC 
project national technical advisor, 

Aina Dallo stated its purpose is to 
facilitate the showcasing of their 
bee products and expand their 
market reach.

“The trade fair is a significant 
opportunity to increase the 
visibility of Tanzanian bee 
products and expand both local 
and international market access, 
as it attracts consumers from 
various global regions,” Dallo said.

The trade fair brings together a 

number of local and international 
exhibitors, providing a valuable 
opportunity for various sectors of 
the economy to thrive.

She said that the inclusion of a 
dedicated booth for Tanzanian 
bee products allows local 
entrepreneurs to expand market 
penetration ensuring that the 
country taps into its endowment 
of 33.5 million hectares of forests 
and woodlands for growth of the 
beekeeping industry.

The beekeeping sector currently 
generates about $61.4 million 
worth of honey and beeswax in 
annual exports. 

BEVAC project enhances market access
for Tanzania beekeeping sector at DITF

By Guardian Correspondent, Korogwe

Supporting the government’s 
efforts to promote the use of clean, 
safe and reliable energy such as 
LPG, Oryx Gas Tanzania Limited 
(OGTL) had provided 500 free 
gas cylinders and stoves to local 
government leaders and other 
groups in Korogwe District, Tanga 
Region.

The donation is meant to 
encourage the use of clean gas 
which is a solution to eliminate 
the use of wood and charcoal, thus 
reaching the target set by President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan of ensuring 
80 per cent of Tanzanians have 
access to clean energy by 2032.

Speaking at a handover ceremony 
in Korogwe District yesterday, 
OGTL managing director, Benoit 
Araman said the use of clean 
energy improves community 
health, welfare and protects the 
environment.

“Our efforts include helping to 
encourage the leaders to abandon 
the use of wood and charcoal and 
move to cooking gas. We have 
enabled local government leaders 
and other groups because they 
represent people and should lead 
by example. We provided the LPG 
starting pack to encourage leaders 
to convince others to use clean 
energy,” said the MD.

He added: “The company has 
this time stood with the people 
of Korogwe District through their 
leaders to encourage the use of 
clean cooking energy for all.”

Araman noted that OGTL 
continues to invest in the 
importation, storage, filling of gas in 
cylinders and distribution of LPG in 
Tanzania mainland and Zanzibar.

He said the gas selling firm 
offers cylinders at a huge discount, 
subsidizing a lot of LPG costs for 
starting equipment—cylinder, gas, 
burner and trivet to enable people 
to switch from wood and charcoal 
fuels to clean gas as well as making 
gas available throughout the 
country.

The MD added that they are 
investing heavily in industrial and 
commercial infrastructure and 
operates one import station, 8 gas 
storage facilities and modern gas 

cylinder filling plants as well as 
gas cylinder inspection and repair 
facilities.

“Last month the firm launched 
a new pipeline to receive gas 
from port (KOJ2) to its reservoir in 
Kigamboni, a pipeline which will 
reduce the time of receiving the gas 
product by 50 percent.

Korogwe District Commissioner, 
Jocate Mwegelo said distribution of 
the gas cylinders goes hand in hand 
with the launch of a campaign to 
encourage the use of clean energy 
for cooking.

“We have already launched a 
campaign to promote the use of 
clean energy in our district. We 
are doing to support efforts by 
President Samia who wishes to see 
majority Tanzanians getting away 
from dirty energy sources especially 
in cooking, thus protecting the 
environment,” said Mwengelo.

She said the district collaborated 
with OGTL to distribute the gas 
cylinders to various leaders 
including village chairmen, village 
and ward executive officers to 
enable them to be an example to 
the people they lead by shifting 
from fossil fuels to clean energy.

 “As a leader, when you decide to 
use clean energy, villagers will be 
motivated, because people look at 
what their leaders are doing,” she 
added.

Firms provide  500 free 
gas cylinders and stoves

We have already 
launched a cam-
paign to promote 
the use of clean 
energy in our dis-
trict. We are doing 
to support efforts 
by President Sa-
mia who wishes to 
see majority Tan-
zanians getting 
away from dirty 
energy sources es-
pecially in cooking, 
thus protecting 
the environment

Let us now 
embark on 
supervising 
and enforc-
ing our laws, 
guidelines 
and regula-
tions relat-
ing to the 
environment 
including in-
dustrial laws 
to manage 
the problem
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ADVERTISEMENT

PRIVATE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR SUPPORT TRUST
REQUEST FOR PREQUALIFICATION SUPPLIERS AND CLOSED BIDS QUOTATIONS

DATE: 4th July 2023

Supply of various Goods and Services REF: PASS/PREQ/23/00

Private Agricultural Sector Support Trust (PASS) (hereafter also 
referred to as ‘‘PASS’’ or ‘‘the Trust’’) is registered as a non-profit 
making and non-governmental organization in Tanzania, under the 
Trustees Incorporation Act, 2002 of the laws of Tanzania and was 
issued with a certificate of incorporation dated 28 May 2007.

PASS was established by the Government of the United Republic of 
Tanzania (through the Ministry of Finance) in collaboration with the 
Government of Denmark through the Royal Danish Embassy in 
Tanzania.

1. PASS has set aside funds for procurement of goods and service 
during the financial year 2023/2024. It is intended that part of the 
proceeds of the fund will be used to cover eligible payment under 
the contract for the supply of goods and provision of services.  

2. The PASS Management intends to prequalify suppliers for 
various goods and services for its office located in Dar es salaam 
and its branches located in Arusha, Mwanza, Morogoro, Mbeya, 
Tabora and Songea. This is an invitation for suppliers to express 
interest in supplying the below mentioned goods and services. 

A. EXPRESSION OF INTEREST - PREQUALIFICATION SUPPLIERS:

QUALIFICATION PROCESS FOR PREQUALIFICATION SUPPLIERS:
Interested suppliers should send the below listed qualification 
documents and information as indicated below:
1. Company profile 
2. Detailed information of products (goods/services) required.
3. List of major clients and relevant supply experience 

4. A cover letter that indicates which supplies or services you are 
interested in supplying.

5. Provide documentation that the product complies with the 
requirement.

6. Copy of business license 
7. Copy of TIN certificate 
8. Copy of VAT registration certificate
9. Copy of Certificate of incorporation 

Price is not required at this stage.
The cost of responding to this expression of interest (EOI) is to be 
entirely born by the suppliers, whether they will be prequalified or 
not, and whether they will be invited or not to participate in further 
bidding procedures.

SUBMISSION OF EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI) – 
PREQUALIFICATIONS SUPPLIERS

Expression of Interest should be submitted through PASS 
procurement Portal (not indicating the suppliers’ name) marked 
“EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR …… (Indicate Lot. Number and 
item)” by 20th July 2023.

B: REQUEST FOR CLOSED BIDS QUOTATIONS

If you are interested, please visit PASS website to obtain Request 
for Quotation forms.

DEALIDE FOR SUBMISSION 
Deadline for submission is 12th July 2023.

Managing Director

Private Agricultural Sector Support Trust (PASS), Head office, 
GAK Patel Building, 4th Floor, Kisutu Street, 

P.O.BOX 9490 Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania 

Only the successful suppliers will be contacted.

LOT NO Details 

Lot 1 Supply of office stationery and consumables 

Lot 2 Supply of Computers, Servers, laptops, printers, scanners and computers hardware software 

Lot 3 Supply of Computers/Printers Consumables    

Lot 4 Printing of Promotion Materials (various forms, dairies, calendars, headed papers, brochures, 
fliers, booklets, banners, cards, ID cards, stickers, T-shirts and Caps etc 

Lot 8 Conference and hotel services 

Lot 9 Photography, filming and production of documentaries, Branding and Graphic Designing. 

Lot 10 Vehicle tyre and battery services 

Lot 11 Vehicle maintenance and repair service 

Lot 12 Travel agents service 

Lot 13 Courier services 

Lot 15 Workshops, Event Management and Exhibition 

1 Borehole Drilling –location is in Kongwa Dodoma  

2 Supply and installation of Generator KV100 capacity – in Kongwa Dodoma 

3 Supply and installation of solar streetlights – Kongwa Dodoma 

4 Supply and installation of solar Pump for borehole – Kongwa Dodoma 



6 	 Wednesday 5 July 2023

NATIONAL.NEWS  

By Correspondent Mutayoba 

Arbogast, Bukoba

CEREAL traders at Mutukula 
border in Misenyi District, Kagera 
Region are complaining over an 
unfriendly business environment 
caused by several restrictions, 
road barriers and multiple levies 
imposed on their produce.

Speaking before the then acting 
regional commissioner, Martine 
Shigella, who made a tour in 
the district recently, the traders 
complained that they are in a 
situation in which they cannot 
conduct their businesses well. 

“We are really affected with 
the way the authorities impose 
taxes and levies thus stifling our 
businesses. Look at that truck there. 
Suppose it is from Geita (Tanzania) 
in transit to Kampala, Uganda, it 
is taxed 140,000/-. But a Missenyi 
trader with a district council 
business permit owning a store is 
forced to pay 560,000/- for a truck 
that offloads goods at Mutukula. 
This is unfair and hurting,” 
lamented Bakuza Hassan, telling the 
then acting RC.

He also pointed out that, apart 
from paying goods’ levies, traders 
are also charged highly at the open 
marketplaces and other areas.

He said myriads of 
inconveniences, including road 
barriers, have forced traders to 
shut down their businesses over the 
incurred losses, expounding that 
traders from the other side of the 
country have opted to shift their 
capital to a profitable and friendly 
working environment.

Another trader, Joseph Cosmas 
said that he has been facing a lot of 
challenges in his rice trade by being 
charged twice at the purchasing 
point and when entering Missenyi 
District.

Aisha Mohamed and Hajj Abdu 
Majid Kayondo asked the district 
council to have all traders with 
the by-laws and amendments, 
explaining that by having the 
documents businesses will be 
in a better position to stand up 
for their rights, unlike this time 
when dishonest officers capitalize 

on their ignorance to embrace 
mistreatment.

 Meanwhile, the Missenyi District 
Council Revenue Officer, Dotto 
Hosea, informed RC Shigella that 
according to the council’s bylaws, 
every trader who brings food 
products within the district is 
obliged to pay 2,000/- per sack 
or basket and whoever brings in 
marketplaces is supposed to pay 
1600/-.

The revenue officer said it was 
difficult to ascertain a person taking 
the goods to their stores and those 
heading to market a place, hinting 
that it was taken for granted that 
traders going to Mutukula were 
entitled to pay the set levies.

The complaints about business 
inconveniences in Kagera Region 
were deteriorating.

Addressing residents at Uhuru 
ground in Bukoba municipality, 
former Kagera Regional 
Commissioner, Albert Chalamila 
spoke tough about disturbing 
traders in the region.

He said it was discouraging to 
have a lot of roadblocks in the region 
which neighbours five countries 
of Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, 
Democratic Republic of Congo (and 
Kenya by Lake Victoria), where the 
movement of doing businesses 
to promote economic diplomacy, 
should be highly adhered to.

 The regional boss directed the 
then Kagera Police Commander, 
ACP William Mwampaghale, 
to remove the unnecessary 
roadblocks.

Citing the Bukoba-Mutukula 
highway which denies the 
opportunity of doing business 
at ease, and in a conducive 
environment for mutual interests 
for the peoples of both countries of 
Tanzania and Uganda. “There have 
been longtime complaints from 
local communities and neighboring 
countries’ traders about roadblocks 
and appeals to the government to 
reduce them,” noted Chalamila.

Shigella had also directed the 
district council to meet the regional 
authorities and the regional safety 
and security committee to discuss 
with traders in ways that will 
cordially end the challenges.

Mbeya city workers urged to work according to laws and regulations 

Business Registrations and Licensing Agency (Brela) head of public relations Roida Andusamile (L) presents a business name certificate to Tanzania 
Tourism Board relations and communication officer Augustina Makoye at the ongoing 47th edition of the Dar es Salaam International Trade Fair 
yesterday.  Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

EMPLOYEES of Mbeya City 
Council have been called upon  to 
perform their duties by adhering to 
laws, regulations and procedures in 
order to ensure the people receive 
appropriate services and to avoid 
unnecessary conflicts.

John Nchimbi, Mbeya City 
director issued the appeal here on 
Monday when being handed over 
the office from the former Acting 
Mbeya City Director, Triphonia 
Kisiga.

Nchimbi said   he will make sure 
that he works together with all staff 
to attain development projects.

He called upon workers who were 
idle in the past to change in order 
to go in tandem with the speed he 
wants and will not harass anyone 
and will ensure he treats everyone 
equally.

He said in all the period he will 
be Mbeya City Director; he will 
make sure all development projects 
being under implementation are 
implemented according to the 
government’s directives.

Handing over the office to 
Nchimbi, former Acting Director, 
Triphonia, said she will continue to 
collaborate with the new Director in 
all issues of development.

She said as for now the City 

continues with the implementation 
of various projects, hence she 
appealed to the new Director to 
closely supervising them.

For his part, Mbeya City 
Mayor, Sheikh DorMohamed Issa 
commended Nchimbi for being 
trusted by President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan and advised him to work 
hard to prove the trust given to him.

He called on heads of various 
departments to accord him with the 
necessary cooperation to enable 
him achieve government goals he 
has been assigned to implement.

He added that the City Council 
will continue to cooperate with 
him as they did to other Directors 

in serving the people of the City of 
Mbeya.

“You are still young and you 
have the ability to move about in 
providing people with the needed 
development, we trust you we can 
collaborate well in making our city 
modern,” said Mayor Issa.

For his part, Mbeya District 
Commissioner, Beno Malisa who 
witnessed the handover praised 
Kisiga for her work performance 
during the period she acted as 
Mbeya City Director.

Mbeya City is among local 
councils whose directors have 
lasted for a long time and ultimately 
removed due to various reasons.

By Guardian Correspondent, Kagera

MINISTER for Constitutional and 
Legal Affairs Dr Damas Ndumbaro 
has called on Registration 
Insolvency and Trusteeship 
Agency (RITA) to ensure that the 
programme meant to register all 
the under five years children for 
free was successfully implemented 
in line with national target of 
registering them all by 2025.

“We need this under five children 
registration programme be 
sustainable yet meet the national 
target wanting every child of the 
said age is being registered by 2025,” 
Minister Ndumbaro said yesterday 
in speech read on his behalf by the 
Deputy Minister, Pauline Gekul

Speaking her yesterday during 
the launching of the programme 

designed to register 418,246 children 
in Kagera Region, Dr Ndumbaro 
said, calling for residents to show 
up and register their children since 
they would be registered and get 
certificates without any pay.

He said the government through 
RITA was committed to improve 
its services by ensuring that all the 
children who are born on Tanzania’s 
land or soil are registered and get 
certificates therefore calling for 
integrity.

“I am made to understand 
that since the programme was 
launched in 2015, more than 
8,292,343 children have already 
been registered countrywide. Let 
me congratulate RITA, government 
institutions, stakeholders, district 
and regional authorities for taking 
the programme seriously,” Dr 

Ndumbaro explained.
Speaking at the same occasion, 

RITA Advisory Board Chairperson, 
Dr Amina Msengwa thanked the 
minister for trusting board, saying 
that her board was confident that 
by 2025, the agency would have 
already registered all the under-five 
Tanzanian children.

“The agency will continue 
improving e-RITA system to enable 
as many Tanzanians as possible to 
get registered and we are optimistic 
that by 2030 all Tanzanians will be 
registered,” she said, thanking the 
Kagera Regional administration 
for the support and successful 
preparations for the event.

Earlier, RITA Chief Executive 
Officer Frank Kanyusi said the 
programme that was launched 
yesterday was the commitment 

of  sixth phase government under 
stewardship of President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan to ensure kids 
under five years were all registered 
by 2025. “The program will be 
implemented in two phases, 
the first phase will deal with the 
registration of children who have 
not been registered before and do 
not have birth certificates and the 
second phase will put sophisticated 
registration system in place to 
register all the new-borns, this 
service will be free of charge,” Mr. 
Kanyusi said.

He emphasised that the service 
will be tall free to all the under five 
kids, adding that the program is 
being implemented in 23 regions of 
Tanzania Mainland and has shown 
major strides with over 8,300,000 
children registered.

Minister wants all under-five children registered by 2025

Mtukula cereal traders 
complain over ‘hostile’ 
business environment

By Correspondent Joseph 

Mwendapole

A teacher of Vocational Training 
Authority (VETA) in Dodoma, 
Yussuf Haule has designed special 
electronic glasses that can be 
connected to car systems to wake 
up drivers whenever they fall 
asleep.

Explaining about  his innovation 
to this newspaper at the ongoing 
Dar es Salaam International Trade 
Fair (DITF) yesterday, Yusuf said the 
glasses are advanced technology 
that will help reduce road accidents 
and thus save people’s lives.

He said that glasses count eye 
blinks and if it detects that the driver 
is drowsy, a sound will appear that 
will tell the driver that you he/she is 
drowsy.

“The alarm will make a loud sound 
telling the driver to stop the car, so if 
it is a passenger bus, everyone will 
hear that the driver is falling asleep 
and in that situation he will have to 
stop the car and avoid an accident 
that could occur,” he said.

In addition, he said in 
collaboration with the Land 
Transport Authority (LATRA) and 
the Police   they will use the system 
to ensure that drivers use the glasses 
especially at night to prevent them 
from falling asleep and causing 
accidents.

He said that the system for small 
private cars is installed at a cost of 
one million shillings and for large 
passenger cars it is 1,800,000/-.

He said that they have already 
found customers from various 
institutions who want to be 
connected to the system and he 
urged the people who will need the 
system to contact any VETA college 
in the neighborhoods to get the 
services.

Haule said that he decided to 
come up with the innovation 
following an accident he got many 
years ago which was caused by the 
driver falling asleep while driving.

“After the accident, using my 
expertise and will, I started to think 
about something to do to save 
people’s lives because there are too 
many accidents caused by drivers 
being tired and sleepy, so I came up 
with these electronic glasses that I 
believe if they use them, they will 
help them,” he said.

Another VETA teacher, Fredrick 
Uliki, said that in collaboration with 
the students of the college, they 
have designed a modern machine 
to clean farms of permanent crops 
such as cashews, cassava and 
pineapple.

He said the machine can also be 
used by sunflower farmers to clean 
their farms instead of using their 
hands where they spend a lot of 
time.

He said the cost of making the 
machine has reached 1,200,000/- 
and they have already found 
various people who have expressed 
their desire for it. “We are using 
this machine to attract young 
Tanzanians to join VETA colleges 
in order to make various machines 
but it will also help VETA to increase 
its income when we make these 
machines commercially,” he said.

He said in this year’s sabasaba 
exhibition, VETA has come up 
with various innovations made 
by the students of the college in 
collaboration with their teachers.

“If someone comes to visit our 
pavilion, they will see various 
creatives because this time VETA 
is well organized with various new 
things and we are asking people 
to visit to see how talented the 
young people of our colleges are in 
creativity,” he said.

VETA teacher invents car 
special electronic glasses

Agriculture deputy minister Anthony Mavunde (C) on an inspection tour of irrigation system infrastructure in Ndungu, Miamba and Kihurio wards in 
Same District , Kilimanjaro Region, on Monday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

By Ilhem Rachidi

I
N the new logic of repression, 
all evidence of the 2019 
uprising must be eliminated, 
the first targets being the 

journalists, writers and artists that 
used to gather at a literary café in 
Aokas.

For over three decades, the 
literary café of Aokas, a town in 
the Kabylie region, has drawn 
artists, writers and actors. In 
2017, as the gatherings became 
increasingly popular and voluble, 
local authorities started to restrict 
the meetings by withholding the 
necessary permits.

This April, after a series of 
warnings, the café was shut 
down. The court decision was 
issued following a complaint of 
“transgression of the law governing 
associational activity” and “religious 
proselytism” against its organising 
structure Azday adelsan n weqas.

This verdict is the latest in a series 
of repressive measures against the 
country’s civil society and the few 
remaining spaces of free expression. 
In Algiers a few days before the 
café was ordered closed, a highly-
publicised political trial ended with 
journalist Ihsane El Kadi sentenced 
to five years in prison. In June, two 
months later the sentence was 
increased to seven years on appeal 
- the most severe verdict handed to 
a journalist in recent times.

El Kadi’s company, Interface 
Media, which edits the news outlets 
Radio M and Maghreb Emergent 
- currently inaccessible in Algeria 
without a VPN - was dissolved by 
judicial order, marking a clear end to 
the country’s independent press. As 
the media and related spaces have 
shrunk over the past three years, 
Radio M ignored the repression and 
continued to host regular debates. 
Its prominent programme, Café 
Presse Politique, remained a vital 
space for political discussion and 
provided its guests with a unique 
platform to be able to meet and 
debate freely. There are hardly any 
actors from Algeria’s opposition and 
civil society who haven’t made an 
appearance on the programme.

During the weekly shows, they 
would tackle subjects considered 
red lines: the role of the army in 
politics, the democratic regression 
which followed the Hirak of 
2019, and the latest hot topic, the 
upcoming presidential elections.

Since Bouteflika was toppled 
in 2019, the regime has arrested 
and arbitrarily incarcerated 
hundreds of protesters as well as 
random citizens expressing anti-
government views. As soon as the 
Hirak started to weaken, the regime 
slowly and methodically extended 
its tentacles, silencing dissenting 
voices and reinforcing the old 
political order unchanged.

Algerian authorities dissolved 
opposition parties which took 

part in the Hirak, like the leftist 
Socialist Workers’ Party (PST) and 
Democratic and Social Movement 
(MDS). It also banned organisations 
which supported the Hirak such as 
the Youth Action Rally (RAJ) and the 
Algerian League for the Defence of 
Human Rights (LADDH), as well as 
the more socially oriented ones like 
SOS Bab El Oued or even Caritas, 
the relief and development agency 
of the Catholic church.

“Repression and authoritarianism 
have always existed but what’s 
happening today is unprecedented,” 
asserts the leader of the dissolved 
PST, Mahmoud Rechidi.

“All our activities are suspended 
and our premises closed. No public 
political activity is tolerated. Even a 
tribute to our comrade Achour Idir, 
a major union figure, could only take 
place in a high school via a meeting 
organised by another union - and 
that, only after authorisation from 
the minister of education.”

The climate is likely to get heavier 
as the 2024 presidential elections 
approach, leaving only a vestige 
of public dissent online, Rechidi 
further explained.

The Hirak had led to a sudden 
increase in political expression, 
with weekly demonstrations as well 
as numerous debates across the 
country involving citizens of all social 
and political backgrounds. But the 
popular peaceful demonstrations 
celebrated worldwide and the 
spontaneous street gatherings gave 
way to a heavy silence. In today’s 
Algeria, organising a sit-in or even 
a public discussion has become an 
impossible task.

The oppressive legislative 
framework of the Abdelaziz 
Bouteflika era, assumed to have 
been dismantled by the massive 
popular mobilisation of the 
Hirak, remains intact. In Algiers, 
demonstrations have been officially 
banned since the Black Spring in 
2001. Across the country, political 
parties and organisations can’t 
legally hold meetings without 
permits, usually denied, while 

some of their members are having a 
hard time coping with the physical 
as well as the online surveillance. 
Opposition parties have been 
under pressure simply for holding 
meetings at their headquarters or 
inviting guests.

“What has really changed for 
activists between 2019 and now is 
that being an activist has become 
a criminal act,” regrets Abdelkrim 
Zeghileche, a member of the Union 
for Change and Progress (UCP) 
opposition party who has been 
jailed four times and prosecuted 
in ten cases. “The act of opposition 
is criminalised. So is the activist 
and the opponent. The repression 
before 2019 never reached this level 
of cruelty.”

At least 60 journalists have been 
arrested since 2019, the majority of 
them on suspicion of supporting 
the Hirak; 17, including El Kadi, 
have been jailed. In June 2021, the 
amendment of the Article 87 bis 
of the penal code broadened the 
definition of terrorism and included 
calls for a change in the governing 
system. 

Although there’s no precise 
figure available, dozens of activists 
have since been charged under the 
new law and incarcerated. Some, 
including Zeghileche, have since 
had their charges revised in keeping 
with the new provisions once they 
had been jailed or after long periods 
of detention.

Activists and political actors 
have become reluctant to express 
their opinions and describe a 
generalised sense of fear and 
despair. Many have stepped back 
and withdrawn from social media 
because of the numerous arrests 
justified by online publications. 
Some compare Algeria to an “open 
prison” they cannot leave, alluding 
to travel bans, and where they 
cannot foresee democratic as well 
as socioeconomic change. Even 
multi-partyism and the broadening 
of the democratic space, a 
consequence of the 1988 October 
uprising, which many consider the 

main achievement of the last three 
decades, is threatened.

“The regime closed everything, 
we went back to square one. We 
went back to the period before 
October 1988. The democratic 
freedoms wrested in October ‘88 
are called into question,” regrets 
the president of the dissolved RAJ 
association, Abdelouahab Fersaoui. 
“For a post on Facebook, you can 
end up in prison. Political parties 
are absent. Same thing for the trade 
unions and associations. The media 
is muzzled. It is a political desert 
and that is very dangerous for the 
country and even the regime in 
place.”

“This is a period that Algeria 
has never experienced. In the 
middle of the civil war, there were 
marches, rallies. The press spoke, 
organisations and parties held 
events. We could address all issues. 
But we are not at war here. There 
is peace, but democratic freedoms 
and human rights are violated. 
This is a huge and very worrying 
setback,” regrets Fersaoui.

In the late 1980s and even 
during the Black decade, there was 
relative freedom of speech. The 
Algerian press managed to be quite 
outspoken. It was one of the most 
vibrant in the region and more 
or less made up for a civil society 
which lagged behind those of the 
country’s neighbours. But last year, 
Liberté, one of the last remaining 
independent dailies, disappeared 
from the newsstands, officially for 
financial difficulties. Algeria’s other 
major newspaper El Watan, which 
extensively covered the Hirak 
demonstrations, has adopted a 
conciliatory editorial line. 

Meanwhile, several reporters 
have been prosecuted, including 
Belkacem Houam, jailed for an 
article on pesticides in dates, and 
Mustapha Bendjama, currently 
in detention due to his critical 
coverage and after countless arrests.

So far, the regime has at least 
momentarily, succeeded in 
isolating political opponents and 
government critics without having 
to make any political concession. 
And the noose of the repression is 
tightening each day.

‘The regime is creating a spirit of 
betrayal,” explains Zeghileche. “It is 
conveying in a blatant way the idea 
among Algeria’s society that those 
who oppose the regime oppose 
Algeria - that they are traitors 
to Algeria. And it does it with 
everyone, whether inside or outside 
the country. The regime is working 
to establish and to fix this image in 
the mind of the average Algerian. 
Whoever is against the Algerian 
regime is a traitor to Algeria.”

The Hirak is dead and truth is the 
enemy, the people are the traitors

We need human-rights approach 
to subduing of global food crisis

T
HE world faces a 
global hunger crisis 
of unprecedented 
proportions. In just two 

years, the number of people facing, 
or at risk of, acute food insecurity 
increased from 135 million in 53 
countries pre-pandemic, to 345 
million in 79 countries this year.

Fuelled by conflict, climate 
shocks and COVID-19, the crisis is 
escalating as the war in Ukraine 
drives up the costs of food, fuel 
and fertilisers. Millions of people 
are struggling to put food on the 
table and are being driven closer to 
starvation in a storm of staggering 
proportions.

We are at a critical crossroads. 
There is global need to rise to the 
challenge of meeting people’s 
immediate food needs, while at the 
same time supporting programmes 
that build long-term resilience 
. The alternative is hunger on a 
catastrophic scale.

There is growing momentum 
for change ahead of the 75th 
anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, 
which will be commemorated in 
December, this year. And the right 
to adequate food and nutrition, 
in particular, could be at the top 
of the agenda.   With the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights 
having proposed a human-rights 
economy, and with Brazil preparing 
to assume the G20’s rotating 
presidency in 2024,   may see 
ambitious proposals to advance the 
right to food internationally.

Food systems’ profound 
inequality, structural 
discrimination, and systemic 
violence have persisted for too 
long, and ordinary citizens around 
the world are demanding change. 
A transformation on this scale 
requires close collaboration 

between the diverse mix of people 
who are engaging in creative forms 
of resistance, as well as progressive 
governments that are ready to 
listen to them and represent their 
interests. Respect for human rights 
must form the basis of any effort 
to reduce acute hunger. It is the 
only way to create a sustainable 
and equitable system that provides 
adequate food for all.

An estimated 258 million people 
faced acute food insecurity in 2022, 
the highest number on record 
since the Global Report on Food 
Crises began reporting data in 2017. 
In his introduction to this year’s 
GRFC report, UN Secretary-General 
António Guterres said the current 
crisis required ‘fundamental, 
systemic change.’

An approach based on human-
rights principles is essential to 
bringing about this change. 

The UN’s Right to Food 
Guidelines, adopted by FAO in 
2004, outline how to address the 
structural causes of discrimination 
and inequality in food systems. 
These guidelines pioneered the 
implementation of economic, 
social, and cultural human rights 
and have inspired countless 
national policies and legal reforms. 
They also sparked the development 
of a full body of human rights-based 
norms and policies adopted by 
the UN Committee on World Food 
Security (CFS), the UN General 
Assembly, and other UN agencies, 
including for women, peasants, 
indigenous peoples, fishers, and 
other constituencies.

  Other governments are enacting 
similar reforms. Local, regional, 
and national food-policy councils 
are being established globally, and 
parliamentary alliances are working 
to enact right-to-food legislation in 
many countries.

S
OLUTIONS to the crisis 
in Africa especially in 
relation to food security 
in particular are starting 

to be grappled with a bit firmly 
as a parliamentary forum sat in 
Arusha to discuss the issue. One 
observation made there was that 
the Southern Africa Development 
Community (SADC) needs to 
create an average of 11m new jobs 
each year. That is apparently the 
minimum for the region to keep 
up with the increasing number of 
young people needing employment 
slots. 

This observation was given by 
none other than President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan when opening the 
forum, highlighting that the SADC 
zone has the youngest population 
in the world.  Over 60 percent of its 
380m inhabitants are youths aged 
18 to 35 years, which leads not to a 
youth bulge but even an explosion. 
So far these countries have managed 
to hold their populations as things 
are not as bad as in the Sahel zone 
in West |Africa. There, displacement 
nears catastrophe.

The president was affirmative 
that the only area which can 
guarantee reliable and sustainable 
employment for the youth in the 
SADC region is agriculture, as land 
is available for the purpose and 
there is always an undersupply 
of grain and other produce in the 
region and around the world.

It is relatively a new idea in 
comparison with the traditional 
strategy of the Africa Green 
Revolution Alliance (AGRA) which 
focused on raising output by 
adopting improved seeds and 
widening irrigation farming. The 
current thrust is on unemployment 
via farms.

In a sense the current strategy 
in Tanzania, which the president 

sought to outline before the SADC 
parliamentarians, seems to be 
providing a model that others can 
follow. That may on balance look 
entirely well founded but even if it 
has a wider base it will still be an 
experiment, in the way in which 
the socialist drive especially Ujamaa 
Villages in the 1970s was also an 
experiment. In other words the 
thrust needs to be taken up with 
eyes open in case it needs a bit of 
revisiting.

For any impregnable strategy 
look for its Achilles Heel, a soft 
spot where an arrow can penetrate 
and ruin the edifice. There are 
some recognizable soft points in 
the strategy, some of which were 
pointed out by legislators, and 
some may have been corrected 
by screening, thus their impact 
could be minimized. This relates to 
selection of youths with their minds 
settled on agriculture, as different 
from those who shall wait until 
empowerment funds dry up, sell 
their land (up to ten acres per youth 
on the basis of initial outlines), and 
move on.

To be sure, that would not be 
a major problem assuming that 
the site would have been well 
developed, as it would have the 
potential to keep other youths 
having part time employment 
there on the job, so long as it is 
productive. The problem might 
be on its ability to actually ensure 
food security, as what lacks in the 
country for instance isn’t the grain 
but the price, that the wider public 
wants maize at rock bottom prices, 
and substantial rises lead to unrest. 
Kenya is for instance facing a wave 
of post-polls demonstrations partly 
due to grain prices.

It is hard to see how we avoid 
farm mechanization for cheap 
grain, all of Africa.

SADC right to look at strategies
for vast agro-resettling of youths
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By Zheng Yi

F
rom establishing online hospital platforms, 
to launching surgical robots, and to building 
intelligent pharmacies, efforts have been 
made across China over the recent years to 

enrich the application scenarios of smart hospitals, 
with an aim to bring better medical services to the 
people.

The intelligent transition of the Liuzhou Worker's 
Hospital in Liuzhou, south China's Guangxi Zhuang 
autonomous region is a great example.

Li Fangfang recently had her first-ever hospital vis-
it to the Liuzhou Worker's Hospital. When she just ar-
rived there, she opened on her mobile phone an in-
hospital navigation mini program developed by the 
hospital and was soon guided to the cardiovascular 
department, the department she had registered for.

"It's so convenient. I'll never go the wrong way 
though the hospital is big," Li said.

After entering the consulting room, Li explained 
her symptoms to cardiologist Xia Meng. "My chest 
has been feeling tight lately, and I don't know why," 
she told Xia.

Though Li had never been to the Liuzhou Worker's 
Hospital, all of the medical images she had at other 
hospitals in Liuzhou were available to Xia.

According to Xia, the Liuzhou Worker's Hospital 
was connected to a cloud platform launched by Liu-
zhou on April 1 this year, which records all diagnostic 
test results and case history of registered patients. 

Doctors can also obtain patients' ultrasound im-
ages, pathology images and magnetic resonance 
images, Xia told People's Daily, adding that patients 
don't have to take physical images with them when 
going to hospital, which is more convenient.

"Open the mini program of the hospital, pay on 
your phone and then you can get your prescription 
filled at the pharmacy," Xia told Li after the diagnosis 
was over.

When Li arrived at the pharmacy, she saw two 
prescription vending machines loaded with various 
types of medicines.

"After patients pay the fees, their prescriptions will 
be transferred to the pharmacy. Then we print and 
scan the bar codes that carry their information, and 
the prescription will be automatically filled by the 
machines," said Shi Yedui, associate chief pharma-
cist of the hospital's department of pharmacy.

When Li was about to leave the hospital, a volun-

Intelligent hospital in South China brings more convenience to patients

By Nduka Orjinmo, Abuja

T
here is a buzz in the home of Esther Abu, 
where mother and daughters have just heard 
about a new law that will see poor Nigerian 
families given loans to send their children to 

university.
Mrs Abu's youngest, a teenager who speaks like she 

is rapping, is leaving secondary school next month. She 
loves computer engineering but knows that her mother, 
a single parent whose salary as a street sweeper hardly 
provides enough food for the family - and has to be sup-
plemented from alms given mostly by her church - does 
not have the money to send her to university.

Her eldest completed secondary school two years 
ago and immediately began work as a hair stylist to 
support the family who live in Mararaba, a congested 
suburb on the outskirts of Abuja.

"As a girl I dreamed of working as a doctor," says 
21-year-old Eunice.

Both now have a chance, albeit slim, of reviving their 
dreams, as the government says it will provide loans to 
pay the tuition fees for people from such poor back-
grounds. However many questions have been raised 
about the scheme.

Since coming into office at the end of May, President 
Bola Tinubu has carried out a raft of reforms at light-
ning pace - ending fuel subsidies, devaluing the naira, 
sacking the head of the central bank and security chiefs 
- and his latest aims to revamp Nigeria's ailing tertiary 
education sector.

For decades, fees have been kept low by the govern-
ment to encourage enrolment in a country where many 
are poor and there is a high level of illiteracy.

While medicine students at the University of Lagos 
in Nigeria's richest state pay just 25,000 naira (£32; $26) 
per year, their peers at the University of Ghana in Accra 
pay 3,500 cedis (£242, $308).

But such low fees have not been matched by govern-
ment funding over time which has led to schools with 
obsolete equipment, overcrowded classrooms, and 
poor remuneration for lecturers and other staff.

An average Nigerian university professor takes home 
less than 500,000 naira (£570; $725) a month, while a 
graduate assistant gets 160,000.

These conditions have led to incessant strikes, which 
saw universities closed for eight months last year - the 
ninth stoppage in 13 years.

The strikes and lack of adequate funding have eroded 
confidence in Nigeria's public universities, leaving peo-
ple to enrol at expensive private establishments or to 
study abroad, especially in Eastern Europe.

By introducing the loans, President Tinubu has given 
universities a free rein to increase tuition fees, which 
the government reckons students from poor families 
can now afford.

The president says the scheme "will expand access 
to education to all Nigerians regardless of their back-
grounds".

The zero-interest loan will be paid back as monthly 
deductions of 10% of the salaries of beneficiaries two 
years after they complete a mandatory post-graduate 

Nigeria offers students loans - they want jobs

paramilitary service.
"But what if they finish school and don't 

get a job?" asks Mrs Abu in a low voice that 
hushed the room.

It is a question has been repeated across Ni-
geria by students and their parents since the 
scheme was announced two weeks ago.

Every year, huge numbers of graduates are 
pumped into Nigeria's labour market but only 
a few find a job.

In the last survey, in 2020, one in three 
of those who wanted to work were unem-
ployed, and millions of graduates were doing 
jobs below their skillset such as working as 
hair stylists.

"I know at least 200 graduates in my village 
who returned to farming after going to school 
because of no jobs," says Ayuba Mayah, a 
student at the College of Education in Zuba, 
Abuja.

He is not going to take the loan, he says, to 
avoid that burden hanging around his neck 
while job-hunting after graduating. Instead, 
he is working to pay for his education.

Aminu Sadiya and Mercy Sunday, who are 
both studying economics at the same college, 
agree that getting a job is their main concern 
about taking the loan.

"My parents did not think of a loan before 
they sent me to school, they will find a way to 
pay the fees," says Ms Sunday, whose parents 

are farmers.
Though Mr Tinubu has promised to halve 

the unemployment rate in three years by 
creating millions of jobs for young people, 
the new law is mute about graduates who 
can't repay the loan because they are unem-
ployed.

However, those who become self-em-
ployed risk a two-year jail term or fine if they 
refuse to pay back the loan as 10% of their 
monthly profits.

But the loan is not available to all - it is spe-
cifically for students that come from homes 
with an income of less than 500,000 naira 
annually.

In theory, millions could benefit, but the 
conditions for acquiring a loan are stringent.

Poor families will have to prove they earn 
that little, which means they will have to pro-
vide bank statements which many of them 
are unlikely to have.

Applicants are also required to provide at 
least two guarantors:

a senior civil servant
lawyer with at least 10 years experience
judicial officer or justice of peace
It has been pointed out that poor Nigeri-

ans are unlikely to know such people, and 
where they do, have a slim chance of such 
a person standing as a guarantor for a loan.

Even after meeting the requirements, ap-

plicants are not guaranteed the loan as it is 
subject to the availability of funds.

"They should just say they don't want 
anyone to access the loan," says Vanessa 
Macaulay, a third-year Mass Communication 
student at the Yaba College of Technology in 
Lagos.

The president of the universities lectur-
ers' union also describes the loan conditions 
as "not practicable", adding that more than 
90% of students won't meet the "require-
ments".

But other academics such as Professor 
Mudashiru Mohammed, who heads the Ed-
ucation Management department at state-
owned Lagos state university, says despite 
tuition fees of just 30,000 naira (£34, $43) 
per semester, many of his students cannot 
pay. 

He says the conditions were necessary to 
ensure people paid up, in a country where 
most see government loans as free money.

While it is hard to measure the financial 
background of students in public tertiary 
schools, many at the University of Abuja tell 
the BBC they are from low-income homes.

Their education is funded by parents and 
guardians who are junior civil servants, pri-
vate security guards and company drivers.

Combined earnings in such families are of-
ten just above the threshold, putting the loan 

forming a resection surgery with the 
assistance from a surgical robot. A 
robotic arm was seen moving near 
the operating table, while Wu was 
controlling the robotic arm at a con-
trol center 5 meters away from the 
patient.

"The surgical robot is capable of 
magnifying images 40 times at most, 
which provides clearer visions and 
thus makes surgeons more decisive," 
said Zhang Yanzhuo, director of the 
anesthesiology department, adding 
that the robot can also significantly 
reduce the time of operation as it has 
higher limits than human hands.

Deputy chief nurse of the anes-
thesiology department's operating 
room Liao Liwen told People's Daily 
that families of patients can track 
the progress of surgeries on the hos-
pital's mini program. The operating 
room is also cyber-connected to the 
inpatient building, so that the depart-
ments where patients are registered 
can obtain first-hand information, 
Liao added.

Besides, the Liuzhou Worker's 
Hospital also employs an intelligent 
logistics system to send medicines, 
specimens and consumables be-
tween departments. The system has 
41 stations, and it takes about only 
six minutes for each run on average. 
It has carried a total of over 450,000 
boxes since being put into use, or 485 
per day averagely, significantly im-
proving the efficiency of in-hospital 
logistics.

"In the future, we'll further utilize 
artificial intelligence, cloud comput-
ing and other technologies to build 
a big data center with clinical medi-
cine, scientific research and com-
mercial operation at the core, so as 
to provide better, more efficient and 
more convenient medical services 
for patients," said Huang Haixin, 
president of the Liuzhou Worker's 
Hospital.	  People's Daily

teer reminded her that she could con-
sult doctors on the mini program if she 
had any questions about her illness 
and medication.

"It's great to get free consultation 
with doctors anytime I want," Li said.

At 9:00 am, there were many pa-
tients waiting to get blood tests at the 
clinical lab on the second floor of the 
outpatient building of the Liuzhou 
Worker's Hospital. "From drawing to 
sorting blood samples, we are assisted 

by automatic devices," Wu Hao, chief 
technician of the clinical lab, told Peo-
ple's Daily.

According to him, after a technician 
scans the QR code of a patient, an emp-
ty test tube with a barcode would pop 
out, and all the technician needs to do 
is to take the sample and put it onto a 
conveyor belt.

The conveyor would then carry the 
tube to the lab, where the blood sam-
ple is classified according to specific 

test requirements by a full-automatic 
system for mass spectrometry for the 
identification of microorganisms, Wu 
said. The automatic system cuts the 
time of blood sampling by 40 percent 
to 50 percent, and is nearly twice as 
fast as manual operations.

Automatic devices are also widely 
applied in operating rooms. At around 
7:00 pm, Wu Dongbo, director of the 
Inpatient Ward No.1 of the hospital's 
general surgery department was per-

Funding for education has improved recently but it still falls short of the UN-recommended 15-20% of the annual national budget

out of reach, even though 
they are not well-off by Ni-
gerian standards.

These families have 
already taken hits from 
transport fares that have 
doubled, while the cost 
of food has also soared 
recently.

Now, they will have 
to deal with tuition fees 
which have gone up in 
some universities - which 
have been mulling in-
creases since last year - by 
as much as 200%.

The loan is strictly 
for tuition and excludes 
other fees such as ac-
commodation and food, 
which usually account for 
a higher proportion of the 
total cost of university.

"If they are not paying 
for everything, then what 
is the point of it? Who will 
buy books, pay for hostel, 
feeding," asks Mrs Abu, 
the chatter long extin-
guished in her home.

"They should have 
made the loans available 
to every student," says Ca-
leb Issac a self-sponsored 
part-time student at the 
National Open University 
in Abuja.

In his spare time he 
works as a marketer for 
a transport company and 
fears a hike in fees will be 
hard on him.

This is not Nigeria's first 
attempt at a students' loan 
- an initial plan in 1972 by 
the military government 
crumbled because ben-
eficiaries refused to repay, 
says Prof Mohammed.

"Maybe the president 
should have first concen-
trated on creating jobs," 
says Mrs Abu.

The lack of jobs, other 
fees involved and a lack 
of clarity about what will 
happen to employees 
who default on repay-
ments, mean the loan 
does not work for her 
family, she says.

A nurse of the inpatient department of the Liuzhou Worker's Hospital, south China's Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region, takes 
out medicines from a logistics robot. (Photo/Chen Xinyuan)
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Tuberculosis: Disease of the poor begs for rich funding

By Frank Chikowore

B
attle lines have been drawn in Zimbabwe 
as President Emmerson Mnangagwa faces a 
tough poll, and a number of opposition candi-
dates, including a former top official in his rul-

ing Zanu-PF party, have successfully filed their nomina-
tion papers to contest for the country’s top job in general 
elections set for 23 August.

After denying his nemesis – the main opposition Citi-
zens Coalition for Change (CCC) party leader Nelson 
Chamisa – the chance to conduct campaign rallies freely 
across the country before his proclamation of the elec-
tion date, Mnangagwa is now also facing stiff competi-
tion from Saviour Kasukuwere, an ally of the late former 
president Robert Mugabe, who will be running as an in-
dependent candidate.

Kasukuwere commanded a huge following within the 
rank and file of Zanu-PF during his time as the party’s 
political commissar, a position he held until Mugabe was 
removed from office. He was a kingpin of the Generation 
40, commonly known as G40, the faction of the ruling 
party that was positioning Mugabe’s wife, Grace, to suc-
ceed her husband. Mnangagwa’s faction, known as La-
coste, eventually pulled through after the military-assist-
ed transition of November 2017 that deposed Mugabe.

Three-horse race
The number of candidates vying for the presidency 

has dropped from the 23 who participated in the disput-
ed 2018 polls, when the majority of them performed 
dismally.

Other contestants are the Movement for Democratic 
Change leader Douglas Mwonzora, Trust Chikohora of 
the Zimbabwe Coalition for Peace and Development, 
Blessing Kasiyamhuru of the Zimbabwe Partnership 
for Prosperity party, Joseph Makamba Busha of the 
FreeZim Congress party, Wilson Harry Peters of the 
Democratic Opposition Party and Gwinyai Muzorewa 
of the United African National Council, among others 
who were still having problems providing proof of 
payment of the registration fees at the time of publi-
cation.

However, Mnangagwa’s major contender in the 
watershed election, according to some analysts, is 
Chamisa, who disputed the outcome of the 2018 polls, 
alleging massive electoral fraud by Mnangagwa and 
his Zanu-PF party.

Despite Kasukuwere vowing to win the polls and 
form a government of national unity, Mnangagwa and 
Chamisa are buoyant ahead of the election, with both 
predicting landslide victories, although some observ-
ers believe the surprise entrance of former cabinet 
minister Kasukuwere into the presidential race could 
spoil the party for the two protagonists and force a 
run-off vote. In the event that there is no outright win-

‘Spoiler’ threatens to split Zanu-PF voters, but Mnangagwa confident he can win Zimbabwe poll

BULAWAYO

T
he United Nations 
General Assembly is 
convening a high-level 
meeting on Tubercu-

losis (TB) to get a political com-
mitment for increased funding 
for programmes and research 
to end an old disease that today 
kills more people than AIDS and 
COVID.

TB, an infectious disease 
caused by Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis, kills 1.5 million 
people annually, according to 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO). Despite being curable 
at a relatively low cost, TB has 
remained a health burden, es-
pecially in developing countries, 
because of a combination of 
poor diagnosis and treatment 
and inadequate funding for re-
search in developing new vac-
cines.

A coalition of TB organiza-
tions is calling on political lead-
ers to raise their commitments 
to funding and ending TB. They 
call for a TB research and devel-
opment funding boost to USD5 

billion annually and ensure all 
national TB responses are eq-
uitable, inclusive, gender-sen-
sitive, rights-based and people-
centred.

In 2018, at the UN high-level 
meeting on TB, nations pledged 
to invest USD2 billion for TB 
research and USD13 billion an-
nually for TB diagnostics, treat-
ment and care by 2022. Howev-
er, these commitments have not 
been met five years on.

Stronger political commit-
ment to end TB is key, says Mel 
Spigelman, CEO of the TB Alli-
ance, a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to finding faster-
acting and affordable drug regi-
mens to fight TB.

Excerpts:
 IPS: While the world has 

swiftly responded to global cri-
ses such as AIDS and, recently, 
the COVID pandemic, TB has 
remained sidelined. Shouldn’t it 
trigger political action?

Mel Spigelman: One of the 
major issues with TB is it is very 
heavily a disease of the poor, and 
that is just the reality in terms of 

political will. Governments have 
become complacent about TB, 
which has been around for so 
long and kills more people than 
any other infectious disease.

IPS: What needs to be done 
to bring TB to global attention? 
Should we have a TB pandemic 
in America and Europe to take 
action?

MS: We need to continue 
what we have been doing in 
terms of raising awareness at 
the United Nations, for instance, 
with the preparations for a high-
level meeting on TB. We need to 
ensure we bring TB to the front 
and centre of attention of the 
political forces and powers.

IPS: The issue of a stronger 
commitment to ending TB, 
where do we start?

MS: We need to start obvi-
ously on a global level raising 
the prominence and feasibility 
of ending TB and highlighting 
the difficulties that exist around 
the world with TB. We need 
to engage with high-income 

countries in what they can do in 
terms of financial resources and 
with low- and middle-income 
countries in terms of access to 
care in the healthcare system 
and participation in research 
and trials. Clinical trials are all 
done in relatively poor coun-
tries where we need to ensure 
that we are not only getting 
the commitment from a small 
number of countries around 
the world, which is really the 
situation now but from all the 
countries around the world. 
TB affects every single country 
in the world.

IPS: When we talk about 
high-level commitment, 
there is a question of putting 
money into programmes 
and research. Is this happen-
ing?

MS: Commitment means 
bringing in the money but also 
the issue of the status of the 
programmes within countries. 
We at TB Alliance, for example, 
have introduced a new regi-
men for Drug Resistance TB. It 
is a three-drug regimen called 

BPaL. This treatment has 
brought down the time it takes 
to cure drug-resistant TB from 
18 months to 6 months while, 
at the same time, it has in-
creased the cure rate up to 90 
percent on all oral drugs. The 
treatment was first approved 
in the U.S. back in 2019 and in 
Europe in 2020. It is only this 
year that we are beginning to 
see significantly more uptake 
in the countries that have a 
problem.

IPS: Why has it taken so 
long for global uptake of the 
lifesaving drugs for TB?

MS: It is because we live in a 
world where innovations like 
this are uncommon and in 
countries where there are re-
ally a lot of intermediary steps 
which could be shortened 
considerably with the proper 
attention. This is where even 
the poorest countries could 
also play a major role by look-
ing at the regulatory systems 
and health care structure 
on adopting new innovative 
treatments. It is the same with 

diagnostics. There are new di-
agnostics brought into the field 
that have not been taken up.

IPS: What kind of finan-
cial gap are we talking about 
for TB programmes and re-
search?

MS: If we work at numbers 
that are coming out of the 
STOP TB Partnership and the 
World Health Organization 
and others, we are looking at 
a USD2.5 to USD3 billion a year 
shortfall.

IPS: The high-level Meet-
ing on TB is coming up in 
September. Will you garner 
the political will and greater 
commitment towards fund-
ing for TB at this meeting?

MS: Am I convinced? No. Is 
it worth it? Yes, because it is 
certainly possible that it brings 
about what we are hoping 
for. Watching the number of 
people working tirelessly to 
increase the chances of this 
meeting raising the commit-
ments (needed) indicates it 
will be successful.

IPS: Many developing 
countries are also high TB 
burden spots where costs 
for diagnosis and treatment 
are high. Will the high-level 
meeting unlock funds, espe-
cially for Africa?

MS: The Global Fund plays 
a major role in ensuring that 
countries do not need to pay, 
and so there are other com-
mitments to the Global Fund 
that are made by the wealth-
ier countries, and that com-
mitment then pays for LMIC 
countries’ adoption and use of 
drugs. Clearly, any innovation 
has to be affordable, and that is 
of great importance to us.

The new treatment we de-
veloped for DR-TB is cheaper 
than the old one. The new 
treatment and diagnostics 
do not necessarily have to be 
more expensive; they can ac-
tually save money. That is the 
reason why we need – on a 
global level – to invest in inno-
vation because innovation, in 
the end, actually saves money.

IPS UN Bureau Report

ner in the polls, a run-off vote will 
be held on 3 October, according to 
Mnangagwa’s proclamation.

Kasukuwere, who has been 
forced to live in exile in South Af-
rica since the 2017 military coup 
that deposed Mugabe, told report-
ers in Johannesburg he would re-
turn to Zimbabwe to canvass sup-
port ahead of the polls, accusing 
Mnangagwa and his family of state 
capture.  “What is at stake in the 
forthcoming elections is the stark 
choice between regeneration and 
elite capture of the state [and] its 
resources, between modernisation 
and regression into the past,” said 
Kasukuwere.

The former Zanu-PF political 
commissar also proposed a gov-
ernment of national unity if he 
wins the presidential race.   

Millions of Zimbabweans live 
in South Africa and Kasukuwere 
promised to hire more than 500 
buses to ferry registered voters 
from South Africa to vote on 23 
August. Vast numbers of Zimba-
bweans left the country after its 

economy went into decline be-
cause of the chaotic land reforms 
of Mugabe’s government in 2000, 
and others have fled political per-
secution.

Zanu-PF information director 
Tafadzwa Mugwadi told Daily Mav-
erick that his party would win the 
elections by banking on develop-
mental projects that were under-
taken by the Mnangagwa adminis-
tration during its five-year term.

“We have been working very 
hard to deliver on our electoral 
promises and we have delivered. 
Zimbabweans are going to vote 
for Zanu-PF because they have 
seen what we are doing. We are 
going for a landslide [victory] and 
the people will endorse President 
Mnangagwa and the party,” said 
Mugwadi.

Political analyst Rashweat 
Mukundu said Kasukuwere was 
picking up the fight that charac-
terised Zanu-PF before Mugabe 
was forced to resign. “We are likely 
to see a descension or polarity in 
Zanu-PF, thus dividing the Zanu-PF 

electoral base between Emmerson 
Mnangagwa and Nelson Chamisa.

“We might also see some of the 
independent voters swinging to-
wards Kasukuwere, especially 
those that may not be so convinced 
about the politics of the CCC or 
Nelson Chamisa. Kasukuwere is 
coming into the game as a spoiler 
and it’s difficult to tell at this mo-
ment who is going to benefit from 
the spoiling of the political space 
that Kasukuwere is going to bring,” 
said Mukundu.

He added that Kasukuwere, who 
has two warrants of arrest after 
he absconded from his trial on 
charges of criminal abuse of office, 
faces arrest when he eventually 
returns to Zimbabwe to mount his 
campaign. “There is the attendant 
risk that Mnangagwa may not allow 
Kasukuwere to come back; we know 
that the law has always been politi-
cised and abused to target political 
opponents so Kasukuwere may be 
arrested or disrupted in his political 
campaigns by Zanu-PF…”

Yet another disputed election

Meanwhile, Zimbabwe could be heading for yet an-
other disputed election. The CCC has accused Forever 
Associate Zimbabwe (FAZ), a shadowy organisation with 
links to the country’s Central Intelligence Organisation 
spy network, of interfering with the electoral process. 
The opposition party, which recently accused FAZ of 
tampering with the voters’ roll, is now alleging that FAZ 
sponsored the fielding of more than one CCC parliamen-
tary candidate in several National Assembly constituen-
cies, an act that would split the vote.

At the same time, all opposition parties failed to field 
candidates in 53 council seats at the close of the nomi-
nation court sitting, resulting in Zanu-PF winning those 
seats unopposed.

What are the electoral issues?
More than 6.5 million Zimbabweans are registered to 

vote in this year’s elections. The country is going to the 
ballot box at a time when Zimbabwe’s economy is in the 
doldrums, with many failing to access healthcare and 
electricity, among other needs, while the Zanu-PF gov-
ernment stands accused of targeting political opponents 
and human rights defenders.

The country’s education system is also on its knees be-
cause teachers and other civil servants are paid poorly.

This could all work against Mnangagwa but the Zanu-
PF leader still believes he will win the hearts and minds 
of the majority of Zimbabweans on 23 August. 

					              DM

From left: Former cabinet minister and Zanu-PF commissar Saviour Kasukuwere; Zimbabwe President Emmerson Mnangagwa; and the country’s main political opposition 
leader, Nelson Chamisa, are the three main challengers for the country’s top job. Elections are on 23 August. (Photos: Supplied, Jason Szenes / EPA-EFE, Aaron Ufumeli / 
EPA-EFE. Flag: Vecteezy)
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MP calls on women farmers
 to store food to tame hunger

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

N
G’WASI Kamani, CCM 
Special Seats Member of 
Parliament has appealed 
women farmers to pre-

serve food after harvest in order to 
avoid famine.

Kamani, who is Member of the 
Parliamentary Industry, Trade and 
environment Committee made the 
appeal here yesterday when clos-
ing SUPIA II Project – that aims to 
promote and scale up public invest-
ment in agriculture implemented by 
ActionAid Tanzania, a Non-Govern-
mental Organisation (NGO).

She said it is a shame for the wom-
an when a family misses food and 
called on women to get education 
regarding food storage.

“In the CCM Election Manifesto 
we have pledged to make sure we 
reduce food crops loss after harvest, 
if a household is hungry, shame falls 
on the mother,” said the MP. 

She also called on women farm-

ers to be at the forefront in the fight 
against the effects of climate change 
in order to rescue the environment, 
including the planting of trees.

Anastazia Madeje, Secretary Gen-
eral of Tanzania Women Farmers 
Forum (TWFF) said the project has 
transformed women and enabled 
them to participate in various levels 
of decision making to follow up their 
rights.

Fredina makeleja, a woman farm-
er from Singida said apart from 
achievements attained from the 
project, they appeal to the govern-
ment to continue utilizing them in 
its budget analysis in order to know 
the budget allocated satisfies farm-
ers’ needs.

“The government should involve 
us in plans to enhance agriculture by 
involving farmers’ forums for posi-
tive results,” she added.

For his part, the director of Action-
Aid Tanzania, Bavon Christopher 
said farmers are supposed to utilise 
the knowledge gained accordingly.  

By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

DR Frederick Shoo, Archbishop of the Evangelical Lu-
theran of Tanzania (ELCT) has appealed to the society 
to abandon oppressive customs and traditions that harm 
the community especially child pregnancies that create 
unsecure generations.

Speaking yesterday at the launching of ‘Hapana Mare-
fu Yasiyo na Mwisho’ (No Length Without End) project 
under the Church, Dr Shoo said these practices adverse-
ly affect children hence, he added it is the responsibility 

ELCT calls on society to fight against child pregnancies
of the society to abandon them.

“We are Tanzania first, and if there is an 
issue that concerns a Tanzania child, it is 
ours in our entirety irrespective of our re-
ligious affiliations,” he said.

He added: “our main task is to spread the 
Gospel, but also we provide social services 
because even Jesus Christ Himself did so, 
because it is not right to be called a Church 
if we cannot serve a human being spiritu-
ally, bodily and mentally,” he added. 

Dr Shoo said they like to eradicate child 
marriages and bring about legal amend-
ments. “The 1971 Law of Marriages Act 
needs amendments, a 14, 16 or even 17-year-
old girl are still very young, hence we shall 
work together with the government to see 
amendments are effected,” he added.

For his part, the country’s Commissioner 
of Community Development, Dr Nandera 
Mhando said 2022 health research statis-
tics on maternal health and malaria symp-

toms show that 418 girls did not finish pri-
mary education due to pregnancies. 

He said according to 2015/16 research 
statistics, 27 per cent of girls aged between 
15 and 19 received pregnancies in various 
regions – with Katavi (45%), Tabora (43%), 
Dodoma (39%), Morogoro (39%) and Mara 
(37%). However, he said the project will in-
crease the scope in fighting child marriages 
and called on religious leaders to give their 
views in regard to the needed amendments 

on various laws including the Law of 
Marriages Act

"Child marriages are still a prob-
lem and is the main obstacle for girls 
to complete their education.

The project’s coordinator, Patricia 
Mwaikenda said the project expects 
to reach out to 2,400 girls in targeted 
areas of Zanzibar, Tabora, Morogoro, 
Mwanza and Dodoma and will last 
for three years and cost 2.5bn/-.

By Guardian Reporter

In highly competitive mar-
kets, many firms are likely to 
bend the rules if doing so will 
keep their customers from 
leaving for a riva.

Fair Competition Commis-
sion (FCC) director general, 
William Erio has said they 
will make sure all people par-

ticipating in trade competi-
tions they do so without fear 
or favour.

Addressing reporters yes-
terday at the commission’s 
pavilion at the ongoing 47th 
Dar es Salaam International 
Trade Fair at Mwalimu Ny-
erere Fair Grounds in Dar es 
Salaam, Erio said their great 
responsibility is to make sure 

they protect fair competition. 
He said they make sure also 

that those conducting busi-
ness do thot bay adhering to 
the basics of their businesses 
and do not meet any obsta-
cles.

“Our task is to ensure we 
make professional assess-
ment and to make sure and 
mergers of firms do not affect 

other people as well to the 
country’s economy,” he said.

He also explained that 
they facilitate firms to grow 
commercially and conduct 
economic activities in proce-
dures that are easy for them, 
including bringing together 
people with capital and ex-
pertise in the conduct of busi-
ness.

He added that in doing so, 
they also protect consumers 
against deceitful practices 
that can emerge in the mar-
ket, ending in people buying 
products they did not need. 

“You also cannot enter into 
agreement that has stipula-
tion saying the lender has the 
right to change the rate of in-
terest at any time, or putting 

in conditions that are in a for-
eign language only, or the text 
in very small writing that are 
difficult to read,” the FCCC 
boss said.

He added: “We go through 
all agreements and make sure 
they are okay that what hap-
pens during implementation 
stem from what was written 
in the agreement.”

Managers should be aware that fostering a culture of intense competition may instead induce unethical behaviour - FCC

 

By Guardian Reporter, Mwanza

MINISTER for Lands, 
Housing and Human Set-
tlements Development, 
Angelina Mabula has di-
rected for   proper admin-
istration of development 
projects which are imple-
mented in Ilemela District,   
Mwanza Region.

Mabula (pictured) who 
is also a Member of Parlia-
ment for Ilemela in Mwan-
za made the remarks yesterday when inspecting various 
development projects in the constituency.

During the inspection, minister Mabula insisted on the 
proper use of development funds and patriotism during 
implementation of the projects.

“It is important that during the implementation of the 
projects, we ensure that there is proper fund manage-
ment to ensure value for money,” she said.

The legislator visited Bugogwa ward, Igombe primary 
school where the government has released 69m/- through 
the World Bank programme to construct classrooms.

She also inspected the construction of a new primary 
school at Kahama ward where the government has set 
aside 540m/- through the World Bank programme to 
boost education and Buswelu-Busenga primary school 
which is also under construction under the same pro-
gramme.

She also inspected a school for special needs at Buswelu 
where the government has released 100m/- for construc-
tion of a hostel at Ilemela ward.

Speaking after inspecting the projects, CCM district sec-
retary general of Ilemela Hassan Milanga hailed the     MP 
for her efforts in  developing the constituency.

The District Commissioner for Ilemela Hassan Masala 
hailed President Samia Suluhu Hassan for giving the dis-
trict enough funds which are going to address various 
challenges.

Minister Mabula called upon residents in the area to 
support the president in bringing and implementing de-
velopment projects.

 Minister Mabula hailed residents in the area for con-
tinuing to support the government in developing various 
parts of the country.

Govt directs  proper administration
of development projects in Ilemela   

President Samia Suluhu Hassan welcomes the European Union Ambassador to Tanzania, Manfredo Fanti, at Chamwino State House in Dodoma yesterday. Photo: State 
House

Our task is to 
ensure we make 
professional 
assessment and 
to make sure and 
mergers of firms 
do not affect other 
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By Jane Wakefield

T
here is a lot of rubbish in 
the world.

Approximately 2.24 bil-
lion tonnes of solid waste 

was produced in 2020, according 
to the World Bank. It says the fig-
ure is likely to rise by 73% to 3.88 
billion tonnes by 2050.

Plastic is particularly problem-
atic. From the start of large-scale 
production of the material in the 
1950s until 2015, more than 8.3 
billion tonnes of plastic waste was 
produced, research from the Uni-
versities of Georgia and California 
calculated.

Someone who will not find 
those statistics surprising is Mike-
la Druckman. She has spent a lot 
of time looking at what we throw 
away, as the founder of Greyparrot, 
a UK start-up that has created an AI 
system designed to analyse waste 
processing and recycling facilities.

"In a single day you will have lit-
erally mountains of waste in one 
facility coming through, and what's 
very shocking and surprising is 
that it never stops," she says. There 
are no holidays for waste, it just 
keeps coming."

Greyparrot places cameras 
above the conveyor belts of around 
50 waste and recycling sites in Eu-
rope, utilising AI software to ana-
lyse what passes through in real-
time. 

AI technology has come on in 
leaps and bounds over the past 
year, and its ability to process im-
ages is now very sophisticated. 
However, Ms Druckman says it was 
still hard to train a system to recog-
nise rubbish.

"A product like a Coke bottle, 
once it goes into the bin, will be 

crumpled, crushed and dirty, and 
makes the problem much more 
complex from an AI standpoint."

What is AI and is it dangerous?
Greyparrot's systems now track 

32 billion waste objects per year, 
and the firm has built up a huge 
digital map of waste. This informa-
tion can be used by waste manag-
ers to become more operationally 
efficient, but it can also be shared 
more widely.

"It is allowing regulators to have 
a much better understanding of 
what's happening with the materi-
al, what materials are problematic, 
and it is also influencing packaging 
design," says Ms Druckman.

"We talk about climate change 
and waste management as sepa-
rate things, but actually they are in-
terlinked because most of the rea-
sons why we are using resources is 
because we're not actually recover-
ing them.

"If we had stricter rules that 
change the way we consume, and 
how we design packaging, that 
has a very big impact on the value 
chain and how we are using re-
source."

She hopes that big brands and 
other producers will start using 
data generated by firms like Grey-
Parrot, and ultimately design more 
reusable products. 

Troy Swope runs a company that 
is intent on making better pack-
aging. Footprint has worked with 
supermarkets, and with Gillette 
to convert its plastic razor trays to 
ones made of plant-based fibre.

In a blogpost on Footprint's web-
site, Mr Swope claims that consum-
ers are being misled by a "myth of 
recycling".

He referenced a plastic salad 
container that was labelled "ready 

The AI trained to recognise waste for recycling

to recycle" and asked what that 
actually meant.

"It's less likely than ever that 
their discarded single-use plastic 
ends up anywhere but a landfill," 
wrote Mr Swope. "The only way 
out of the plastics crisis is to stop 
depending on it in the first place."

So-called greenwashing is a 
big problem, says Ms Druckman. 
"We've seen a lot of claims about 
eco or green packaging, but some-
times they are not backed up with 
real fact, and can be very confus-
ing for the consumer."

To help retailers know that 
used plastic bottles are in fact 
being recycled, and in what num-
bers, UK-firm Polytag covers them 

with an ultraviolet (UV) tag that is 
not visible to the human eye.

When the bottles then arrive at 
the determined recycling plants, 
the tags are read by a Polytag ma-
chine. The number of bottles is 
then uploaded to a cloud-based 
app in real time, which Polytag's 
customers can access.

"They can see exactly how 
many bottles are being recycled, 
which is something these brands 
never had access to before," says 
Polytag's project manager Rosa 
Knox-Bradley.

So far the firm has worked with 
UK retailers Co-Op and Ocado.

To make it easier for people to 
recycle, and encourage more to 

do so, the UK government and 
the administrations in Wales 
and Northern Ireland are due to 
launch a deposit return scheme 
in 2025.

This is due to see "reverse vend-
ing machines" located in shops 
and other public areas, where 
people will be able to deposit 
used plastic bottles and metal 
drinks cans, and be paid money 
for doing so - around 20p per 
item.

The search to find a planet-
friendly way to get rid of rubbish 
remains a tough race, however, as 
seemingly every year a new trend 
comes along to throw a spanner 
in the works. 

The latest is an addiction to e-cig-
arettes, or vapes, which are creat-
ing a whole new mountain of elec-
tronic waste that is hard to recycle.

"It's a huge problem. And it's get-
ting bigger," said Ray Parmenter, 
head of policy and technical at the 
Chartered Institute of Waste Man-
agement.

He adds that the "fundamen-
tal issue" is disposable single-use 
vapes, which he says "are basically 
an anathema to the circular econ-
omy".

Disposal vapes are composed of 
many materials - plastics, metals, 
a lithium battery and some even 
have LED lights or microproces-
sors.

Research last year from Mate-
rial Focus, an organisation that 
campaigns for more recycling of 
electrical products, suggests 1.3 
million vapes are thrown away per 
week in the UK alone. This means 
that some 10 tons of lithium goes 
into landfill every year, enough to 
power 1,200 car batteries.

"The way we get these critical 
raw materials like lithium is from 
deep mines - not the easiest places 
to get to. So once we've got it out, 
we need to make the most of it," 
says Mr Parmenter.

Vapes are a good example of how 
we need to change thinking, says 
Ms Druckman.

"It doesn't make economic sense, 
it doesn't make any sense. Rather 
than ask how do we recycle them, 
ask why we have single-use vapes 
in the first place?"

While industry and policy-mak-
ers have big roles to play in making 
products more recyclable or reus-
able, so do consumers, she adds. 
And the biggest change they can 
make is to "consume less".

By Lucy Williamson 

Z
artoshte Bakhtiari says he hasn't 
slept more than three hours a night 
since the riots in France began a week 
ago.

By day, he's the mayor of Neuilly-sur-Marne, 
in one of France's poorest areas, east of Paris.

By night, he patrols the streets with a dozen 
staff and city councillors until 04:00 or 05:00, 
acting as an early warning system for police 
taking on the rioters there.

"Within days, we [were] in hell," he tells me.
On Tuesday, he'll head to the Élysée Palace 

with more than 200 other mayors to discuss 
the crisis with French President Emmanuel 
Macron.

His request is for "more toughness" from the 
state, and permission for the local city police 
to use drones to monitor activity in the town.

"What's happening now is the result of years 
of weakness from politicians, and decisions 
that have not been taken," he says.

"It's a problem of authority because these 
[rioters] don't fear justice. [They] may go to 
court, but they come back home a few hours 
after trial simply because we don't have 
enough places in jail in this district of Paris. We 
cannot support this kind of weakness from the 
state."

Just outside his office in the town hall is the 
charred wall of the local city police station.

"They jumped over this wall at 1am with a 
jerrycan of petrol," Mayor Bakhtiari explains, 
gesturing to the fleet of seven charred squad 

cars, their ashen skeletons lined up beneath 
the blackened façade.

But the building was shared with the pub-
lic housing department, tasked with finding 
homes for 2,300 local people.

Inside, the office is a carbonised shell of 
melted plastic and ash. Not all the paper files 
were digitised. The details of many of those 
most desperate for housing here have been 
wiped from the records by the fire. 

The head of the housing department, Lau-
rence Tendron Brunet, stands among the 
burnt ruins in tears.

"I'm so sad," she says. "We're going to rebuild, 
we're going to start again. But right now there 
are people who are so desperate for housing. 
I know about half of them - when they call, I 
recognise their voices. They're not files, they're 
human beings."

Mayor Bakhtiari says the arsonists were 
caught on a video surveillance camera, and 
from the footage they appear to be teenagers, 
perhaps 14-16 years old.

"I find it hard to understand that it's children 
who are destroying things," Laurence says, 
"because at that age, your parents should be 
responsible for you."

Round the back of the building, overlooking 
the car park with its fleet of charred police ve-
hicles, we find a neighbour who filmed the fire 
on his mobile phone, and agreed to speak to us 
anonymously.

"Typical," he says, when he hears about the 
suspected age of the arsonists. "Organised 
thugs launch kids of 11 or 13 into the event, 

France riots: Within days we were in hell, says mayor

telling them: 'you'll never go to prison, so go 
ahead.' That's the norm here; they send the 
young kids [to] the front line. It's a gang tactic." 

The worst-hit part of Neuilly-sur-Marne 

is an area called Les Fauvettes. The public li-
brary, shops and a supermarket have all been 
torched here. Les Fauvettes is also home to 
many of the rioters themselves.

Aicha, a 23-year-old teaching as-
sistant, lives there too. She says she 
understands the initial anger that 
sparked the violence - even if she 
thinks it has since turned into loot-
ing and destruction.

"They're fed up," she says. "It al-
ways falls on the same people. If 
you're black or Arab, a gun is pulled 
and shots fired without thinking. 
When it's a white person, they think 
twice before shooting or even giving 
a fine." But back in his office at the 
town hall, Mayor Bakhtiari rejects 
accusations that there's a problem 
with the French police.

"Absolutely not, I cannot hear that 
kind of argument," he insists. "Maybe 
we have people in the police who are 
racist, but we cannot say the police 
[itself ] is racist. The police behave 
very well here in France."

But the actions of individual offic-
ers, like the one now facing a charge 
of voluntary homicide for shooting 
17-year-old Nahel M. last week, are 
only half the story.

The other half is about the divi-
sions these events expose within 
France.

A public collection for the family 
of that officer topped a million euros 
on Monday - dwarfing the amount 
collected for the family of Nahel.

Zartoshte Bakhtiari, the mayor of Neuilly-sur-Marne, says the rioters in France "don't fear 
justice"
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By Guardian Reporter

NBC Bank has forged a strategic partner-
ship with the Benjamin William Mkapa 
Foundation to provide scholarships to 
midwives to combat maternal mortal-
ity rate in Tanzania by ensuring sufficient 
presence of skilled health professionals.

The bank said in a statement issued yes-
terday that part of the proceeds of planned 
NBC Dodoma Marathon to be held later 
this month, will be channeled to support 
the course.

The extraordinary event is dedicated to 
generating funds for enhanced maternal 
health through cervical cancer awareness 
initiatives and providing valuable scholar-
ship opportunities to aspiring midwifery 
scholars in Tanzania.

Like many developing countries, Tanza-

nia faces challenges in providing adequate 
healthcare services to pregnant women, 
resulting in many preventable maternal 
deaths. 

According to World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO), in 2020, almost 95 percent of 
all maternal deaths occurred developing 
countries, with Tanzania’s Maternal mor-
tality rates (MMRs) remaining higher with 
regards to live births.

Besides improved medical facilities, 
care by skilled health professionals before, 
during, and after childbirth can save the 
lives of women and newborns.

The partnership between NBC Bank and 
the Benjamin William Mkapa Foundation 
is a welcome call as it marks a significant 
step towards addressing this critical issue. 

Through these scholarships, midwives 
will be equipped to enhance their skills 

NBC Bank, Mkapa Foundation join 
forces to combat maternal deaths

NAIROBI

Absa Bank Kenya received 
Sh6.17 billion ($50 million) 
subordinate loan from its 
South Africa-based parent 
company to boost its capital 
and meet strategic invest-
ments in new business lines 
in the year ended December 
2022.

The listed lender revealed 
that it received other loans 

from the parent including a 
$50 million loan in 2020 and a 
US$25 million in 2019, raising 
its borrowing to Sh19.7 billion 
at the end of last December 
from Sh8.5 billion in 2021.

“The Sh6.17 billion (at De-
cember’s exchange rate) or 
$50 million subordinated loan 
from Absa Group Limited was 
obtained on 21 December 
2022 and has a maturity date 
of 21 December 2032. Interest 

is paid quarterly in arrears at 
a rate of 472bps above USD 
SOFR (Secured Overnight Fi-
nancing Rate) which re-sets 
every three months,” Absa’s 
annual report reads in part.

South African Absa Group 
disclosed it did not have any 
defaults from its loans to its 
Nairobi Securities Exchange-
listed subsidiary.

Absa’s capital adequacy 
ratio closed at 18.5 percent 

against the regulatory lim-
its of 14.5 percent with the 
liquidity of 33.6 percent 
against 20 percent, showing 
enough headroom against 
the requirements of the Cen-
tral Bank of Kenya.

Absa posted a 50.7 percent 
rise in net profit to Sh4.45 
billion for the three months 
to March on the back of an 
increase in non-interest in-
come.

Its loan book grew to Sh310 
billion from Sh242.7 billion 
in the comparable quarter 
last year.

The lender saw its non-in-
terest income grow fastest in 
the period, rising to Sh4.5 bil-
lion from Sh3 billion, backed 
by an 80 percent rise in forex 
trading income to Sh2.2 bil-
lion.

The bank is betting on con-
tinued revenue diversification 

including the launch of new 
business segments/lines to 
maintain its growth momen-
tum.

The company’s proceeds 
from borrowing rose to Sh10.4 
billion last year.

Its operating income rose 
40 percent to Sh13.9 billion 
compared to a similar period 
last year.

The financial performance 
last year came amid an un-

precedented and complex 
operating environment char-
acterised by significant events 
such as the general elections, 
drought, and persistent Cov-
id-19 impacts.

Nonetheless, the lender 
raised its dividend payout to a 
record of Sh1.35 per share or a 
total of Sh7.3 billion as interest 
income boosted its earnings in 
the year ended December.

Absa Kenya gets capital boost from South Africa parent

By Guardian Reporter

The Dar es Salaam Stock 
Exchange (DSE) indices start-
ed the new financial year 
(2023/2024) positively, after 
gaining during the first trad-
ing day, with banking and in-
vestment sector driving the 
increase.

The market report shows 
Tanzania Share Index (TSI) 
gained by 5.54 points to 
4,097.35 points on Monday 
close while the DSE all-share 
index closed at 1,801.80 
points on Monday, an in-
crease of 1.76 points com-
pared with the end of last 
financial year ended on 30 
June, 2023.

The increase of the market 
indices caused by the appre-
ciation of CRDB Bank, DCB 
Commercial Bank and NICO 
share prices, which resulted 
into the gaining of Banks, 
Finance & Investment Index 
(BI), which went up by 18.35 

points to 3,948.01 points on 
Monday close.

CRDB Bank share price ap-
preciated by 1.06 percent to 
475/- while DCB and NICO 
share prices gained by 7.14 
percent and 2.22 percent 
respectively, after closing at 
150/- and 460/- on  Monday.

The increase of three 

companies share prices 
also improved the domes-
tic market capitalization by 
nearly 14mn/- after closing at 
10.840trn/- compared with 
10.825trn/- recorded during 
the end of last financial year.

A total turnover of 124mn/- 
was recorded during the day, 
following the transaction 

of 228,600 shares, of which 
foreign investors sold shares 
valued 20.41mn/- and the re-
maining value by local inves-
tors, which were all bought 
by local investors.

Top movers were CRDB 
Bank which recorded the 
transaction of 147,217 shares 
valued 70.2mn/- sold at a 

price ranging from 465/- to 
485/- in 74 deals, followed 
by NICO, which transact-
ed 53,559 shares valued 
24.5mn/- transacted at a 
price ranging from 455/- to 
460/- in 16 deals.

DCB Bank was third 
top mover after transact-
ing 20,126 shares valued 

3.01mn/- sold at a price rang-
ing from 140/- to 150/- per 
share traded in 9 deals.

The market report shows 
NMB Bank recorded the 
transaction of 7,374 shares 
valued 25.69mn/- sold at a 
price between 3,460/- and 
3,680/- per share in 18 deals.

Vodacom Tanzania (VODA) 

which had the highest 
number of shares on offer 
amounting 1,247,608, record-
ed a turnover of 7,400 fol-
lowing the transaction of 10 
shares sold at a price of 740/- 
per share in one deal.

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment bonds traded during 
the opening day of the new 
financial year amounted to 
a face value of 1.78bn/- and 
transaction value of 1.93bn/- 
in 16 deals,  for 7, 20, and 25- 
years maturities.

The 25 years bond, which 
matures in 2048 was mostly 
traded during the day in 12 
deals at a yield of 13.6 per-
cent, followed by 20 years, 
maturing in 2040 with two 
deals at a price of 120.4247 
and yield of 13.3 percent and 
seven year bond, which ma-
tures in October next year 
traded in two deals at a price 
of 93.5000 and yield of 18 
percent.

DSE share indices start new financial year positively

LAGOS

Dr. Juliet Ehimuan (pic-
tured), one of the most promi-
nent African women in tech 
and an instrumental leader in 
Google’s regional growth, has 
announced her departure from 
the company.

A respected figure in the tech 
industry and key player in Goog-
le’s African initiatives, Ehimuan 
announced her departure via 
LinkedIn, stating her intent to 
take on a broader role within 
the regional tech landscape. 

She unveiled plans to collabo-
rate with corporate executives, 
global investors, African gov-
ernments and startup founders 
to drive growth, excellence and 
digital transformation within 
the African tech ecosystem and 
the broader business landscape.

Ehimuan’s departure marks a 

significant transition for Google 
in Africa. During her tenure - 
first as Country Director for 
Nigeria and then Director for 
West Africa – Ehimuan led her 
team in driving transformative 
digital initiatives. From the suc-
cessful Get Nigeria Businesses 
Online project, to strategic 
partnerships and deployment 
& localisation of key products 
like Google Maps, Streetview, 
and YouTube.ng; her leadership 
has enabled a profound and far-
reaching impact on the region’s 
tech ecosystem.

One of the pivotal moments 
under her stewardship was 
the inaugural Google for Africa 
event in Lagos in 2012, where 
Google CEO Sundar Pichai an-
nounced the landmark commit-
ment to train 10 million Africans 
in digital skills, 100,000 devel-
opers in-depth web and mobile 

development skills, and a Goog-
le for Startups accelerator for 
Africa to support African tech 
entrepreneurs. These initiatives 
underline Ehimuan’s dedication 
to nurturing the next generation 
of technology leaders in Africa.

Over the last 12 years, the con-
tinent has become increasingly 
important to Google’s global 
strategy and a destination for 
significant investment. Indeed, 
Google has committed increas-
ing sums to growing Africa’s tech 
ecosystem – including $50 mil-
lion for growth-stage start ups 
through the Africa investment 
Fund in early 2020 and $1 billion 
toward Africa’s digital transfor-
mation in 2021. 

Ehimuan’s tenure also saw 
the execution of high-priority 
access projects such as the ex-
pansion of the Google Station 
program in Nigeria and the 

Google’s first West Africa 
director leaves company

and expertise to improve the qual-
ity of care to expectant mothers 
and reduce the risk of maternal 
deaths.

Theobald Sabi, NBC Bank’s 
Managing Director expressed his 
enthusiasm about the partner-

ship, stating, “As a responsible 
corporate citizen, NBC Bank is 
committed to positively impact-
ing the communities we serve. We 
recognize the urgency of address-
ing maternal mortality in Tanza-
nia, and we believe that by invest-

ing in the education and training 
of midwives, we can contribute 
significantly to saving lives and 
improving healthcare outcomes 
for mothers and newborns. We 
are proud to channel part of the 
proceeds from our annual fund-

raising marathon, the NBC Dodoma 
Marathon, into this life-saving course. 
Every life counts.”

Dr. Ellen Mkondya, CEO of the Ben-
jamin William Mkapa Foundation, 
also emphasized the significance of 
the collaboration, remarking, “We are 
thrilled to partner with NBC Bank in 
our shared mission to reduce mater-
nal mortality in Tanzania. The schol-
arships will empower midwives with 
the necessary skills and resources to 
ensure safe deliveries and provide 
comprehensive antenatal and postna-
tal care. 

The two years scholarships worth 
200mn/- provided will enable se-
lected midwives to access specialized 
training programs to improve their 
skills to provide quality care to moth-
ers and infants and reduce the risk of 
complications and mortality.

NBC Bank and the Benjamin Wil-
liam Mkapa Foundation firmly believe 
that investing in midwifery education 
and training is a critical step towards 
achieving Sustainable Development 
Goal 3, which focuses on ensuring 
healthy lives and promoting well-be-
ing for all, including reducing mater-
nal mortality.

In the last three years, NBC Bank 
says had also committed 500mn/- in 
the fight against cervical cancer for 
women in Tanzania as part of corpo-
rate philanthropy.

NBC managing director Theobald Sabi (R ) and Benjamin Mkapa Foundation CEO Dr Hellen Mkondya display signed 
documents on agreement on the fight against maternal deaths in Tanzania. Through the pact, the bank will provide 
200mn/- to finance the training of 100 midwives in the next two years. Photo by Guardian Correspondent

landing of Google’s Equiano fibre cable 
in Lagos. These initiatives have played 

a significant role in making the inter-
net more accessible and affordable for 

millions of people in Nigeria and 
beyond.

Ehimuan joined Google with a 
strong background in strategy and 
technology and her contributions 
to ICT policy and strategy have 
been critical. She has been a key 
player in the development of poli-
cies that have fostered investment 
and infrastructure growth in the 
Nigerian tech ecosystem. Her lead-
ership in high-profile committees 
like the National Economic Summit 
Group (NESG) and the Presidential 
Committee that created the na-
tional broadband plan in 2019 has 
been instrumental in shaping the 
ICT strategy of the region.

As Ehimuan turns the page to the 
next chapter of her career, she is 
set to leverage her wealth of expe-
rience and network to drive digital 
transformation across the conti-
nent in a broader role. 

Ehimuan’s passion for leader-
ship development and personal ex-
cellence coaching will continue to 
have a global impact through her 
30 Days of Excellence program. 
Based on her book ‘30 Days of Ex-
cellence’ published in 2020, this 
program, which rolled out within 
Google over the last 18 months, is 
set to continue its global expan-
sion.

DSE stock brokers participating an online trading activity



14                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Wednesday  5  July   2023  

business news

NAIROBI

Kenyan car buyers have 
been hit by a 35 percent 
import duty after the East 
African Community (EAC) 
approved an application by 
Kenya to raise duty on mo-
tor vehicles under the com-
mon external tariff, piling 
pressure on a sector being 
pounded by a depreciating 
currency.

The review of the import 
duty from the current 25 
percent, which has been 
since approved by the EAC 
Council of Ministers, will re-
sult in double-digit increases 
in prices of imported cars 
including those carrying 
10 or more passengers, sta-
tion wagons, racing cars and 
those involved in the trans-
portation of goods among 
others.

Effectively, this means 
that vehicles imported into 
the country will now fetch a 

higher price locally than they 
will in regional peers such as 
Uganda and Rwanda.

 “The increase in customs 
duty on imported cars will 
translate to about a 14 per-
cent increase in the cost of 
importing vehicles. A con-
vergence of this duty hike 
and petrol price increase 
could see consumers move to 
green mobility,” said Robert 
Waruiru, the managing part-
ner of Ichiban Tax and Busi-
ness Advisory and also the 
chairperson of the Institute 
of Certified Public Account-
ants of Kenya Public Finance 
Committee.

“In the interim, local as-
semblers may feel the tail-
winds of this policy change 
even as second-hand import-
ers feel the squeeze, especial-
ly on the volatile exchange 
rate.”

The EAC deal also ap-
proved a request by Kenya 
to keep elevated taxes on 

Kenyan car buyers 
hit by 35pc import 
duty in EAC’s deal

SHANGHAI/BEIJING

China’s major state banks 
have lowered their dollar de-
posit rates for the second time 
in a month, seven banking 
sources with direct knowledge 
of the matter said, as authori-
ties have stepped up efforts to 
arrest a slide in the yuan.

Interest rates offered by the 
“Big Five” state-owned lend-
ers on most dollar deposits 
are now capped at 2.8 percent, 
down from 4.3 percent previ-
ously, said the people, who 
declined to be named as they 
were not authorised to speak 
to the media.

The People’s Bank of China, 
which typically issues guid-
ance on dollar deposit rates to 
state banks, did not immedi-
ately comment on the matter.

The lenders - Industrial and 

Commercial Bank of China, 
Bank of China, Agricultural 
Bank of China, China Construc-
tion Bank and Bank of Commu-
nications - did not immediately 
respond to requests for com-
ment.

Traders and analysts said 
policymakers, worried that a 
prolonged yuan slide could 
both discourage foreign invest-
ment and spur an outflow of 
funds abroad, want to bring 
down dollar deposit rates - 
which typically track offshore 
rates - towards domestic rates, 
which have been cut to aid the 
flagging economy.

The yuan is one of the worst-
performing Asian currencies 
this year, knocked nearly 5 
percent lower against the dol-
lar by a slowdown in China’s 
economy and widening yield 
differentials with the United 

States.
“It shows that the move is to 

narrow the interest rate advan-
tage of the US dollar in onshore 
markets,” said Ken Cheung, 
chief Asian FX strategist at Mi-
zuho Bank.

“It is likely aiming to prevent 
stockpiling dollars and encour-
aging (foreign exchange) settle-
ments.”

The lower rates could both 
discourage households from 
putting savings into higher-
yielding dollar deposits and 
nudge Chinese firms, espe-
cially exporters, to settle 
foreign exchange receipts in 
yuan.

The new rates came into ef-
fect on July 1, said two of the 
sources, adding that some of 
the banks were not offering 
rates above the 2.8 percent 
cap for large deposits. Banks 

typically offer higher rates to 
deposits exceeding $1 million.

The PBOC, China’s central 
bank, has recently moved to 
brake the yuan’s slide against 
the dollar, setting stronger-
than-expected daily fixings 
for the currency, while state 
banks have also been spotted 
selling dollars on occasion 
in both the onshore and off-
shore markets, trading sourc-
es said.

The latest cut in dollar de-
posit rates was the second in 
barely a month. In early June, 
sources told Reuters the big 
state banks had lowered such 
rates as much as 100 basis 
points from the previous ceil-
ing of 5.3 percent.

Sources also told Reuters 
last week that the central 
bank has surveyed some for-
eign banks about the interest 

rates they offer to their cli-
ents for dollar deposits.

The PBOC said last Friday 
it would continue to keep 
the yuan basically stable and 
guard against the risk of large 
exchange rate fluctuations.

Some currency traders also 
said the cuts in dollar deposit 
rates would ease pressure on 
commercial lenders’ net in-
terest margin, as banks’ dollar 
deposit rates had risen above 
lending rates before the re-
cent adjustments.

The latest PBOC data 
showed that the weighted-
average interest rate on large 
dollar deposits stood at 5.67 
percent in March, up 4.15 per-
centage points from a year 
earlier, while the weighted-
average dollar lending rate 
was up only 3.74 percentage 
points at 5.34 percent.

China state banks lower dollar deposit rates twice in a month

household gadgets such as mo-
bile phones and television sets 
for another year in efforts to 
support tax measures by the 
William Ruto administration to 
raise Sh211 billion in additional 
revenue this financial year.

The gazette notice was pub-
lished on Friday by Burundi’s 
Minister for EAC Affairs Ezekiel 
Nibigira, who chairs the EAC 
Council of Ministers.

Dealers said the application 
of the new 35 percent import 

duty on second-hand and new 
imported vehicles will see prices 
of cars increase by hundreds of 
shillings, adding to the already 
higher prices as a result of weak-
ening shilling and rising cost of 
credit.

In addition to import duty, ve-
hicles attract excise duty ranging 
from 25 percent to 35 percent 
depending on the size of the en-
gine and value-added tax of 16 
percent, payable cumulatively 
and in that order.

This means a change in im-
port duty impacts the excise and 
VAT charges as the value is com-
pounded for taxation purposes.

The new duty will see total 
taxes on a car with a custom val-
ue of Sh998,621—comprising the 
cost, insurance and freight(CIF) 
charges— rise by Sh129,821 to 
Sh996,124, according to the cal-
culation by one dealer.

This is inclusive of the import 
declaration fees and railway 
development levy, which are 

charged rates of 2.5 and 1.5 percent of the customs 
value, respectively.

According to official data, Kenya imports an average 
of 81,791 fully built vehicles every year and has an in-
stalled vehicle assembly capacity of 34,000 units.

Charles Munyori, secretary general of the Kenya 
Auto Bazaar Association, which represents second-
hand car dealers, said the new measure will slow down 
sales further.

“It [higher import duty] will have a multiplier effect 
because you add that when you are doing excise duty 
and VAT at the end of it all,” Mr Munyori said on the 
phone.

“Already we are suffering in terms of sales as we still 
have stocks which have been with us for the last one 
year. I don’t know for how long we are going to go 
through this because the new duty will hit us even 
harder.”

Motor vehicle dealers had earlier raised car prices 
citing the depreciation of the shilling and rising bor-
rowing costs.

They said in April they were not only battling a 
slide in the value of the local unit against major in-
ternational currencies but also a shortage of the US 
dollars which had affected timely payment of suppli-
ers abroad.

The increased cost of operation had prompted the 
dealers and assemblers, who largely rely on imports, 
to adjust prices upwards to recoup the expenses and 
protect margins.

“For the [rising dollar] strength, we are responding 
through price adjustments. The changes have been 
upwards of 10 percent,” Gabriel Kanyingi, the general 
manager for commercial finance at Isuzu East Africa, 
told the Business Daily in April.

“The implication of all this will be felt in the sec-
ond half of the year. High prices are likely to dampen 
demand. If the situation is not reversed, we shall be 
faced with a reduced order pipeline which will affect 
production volumes too.”

LAGOS

Nigeria’s federal revenue 
agency said on Monday it 
had partnered with a trad-
ers association to collect 
value added tax (VAT) from 
millions of informal traders, 

part of a push to widen the 
tax base by President Bola 
Tinubu’s government.

Africa’s largest economy 
has embarked on its boldest 
reform agenda in decades, 
including the removal of a 
popular petrol subsidy and 

restrictions on foreign ex-
change trading, a gamble by 
Tinubu to try boost sluggish 
growth.

Nigeria has one of the low-
est tax collection rates in the 
world at around 10.8 percent 
of GDP, according to the Fed-

eral Inland Revenue Service 
(FIRS). Only 47 percent of 
this year’s budget will come 
from revenues and the rest 
from borrowing.

The FIRS said in a state-
ment that it was partnering 
with the Market Traders As-

sociation of Nigeria (MATAN) 
to collect and remit VAT from 
its members, especially those 
in the informal sector, using 
a digital platform.

It said the partnership 
would help “curb the activi-
ties of touts, miscreants and 

self-imposed tax collectors 
involved in illegal tax col-
lection in Nigeria’s market 
spaces.”

MATAN says it has more 
than 40 million traders, 
mostly in the informal sector 
where a majority of Nigeri-

ans earn a living.
The revenue agency said 

MATAN members will re-
ceive identity cards with tax 
identification numbers and a 
digital platform would track 
their turnover for tax pur-
poses.

Nigeria targets informal traders to boost tax

LONDON 

Saudi Arabia and Russia are ex-
tending cuts to the amount of oil 
they pump to the world in a bid to 
prop up prices, showing how two 
of the world’s largest oil produc-
ers are scrambling to boost income 
from the fossil fuel even as demand 
has weakened with the economy.

The decision gave a slight boost 
to oil prices Monday and comes 
after the Saudis announced a large 
cut in output for July at the latest 
meeting of the OPEC+ coalition of 
oil producers — raising concerns 
that gasoline prices for US drivers 
could start ticking up.

The Saudi Energy Ministry said it 
would extend July’s cut of 1 million 
barrels per day through August to 
support “the stability and balance 
of oil markets.” That will keep the 
Gulf nation’s output at 9 million 
barrels per day.

Meanwhile, Russian Deputy 
Prime Minister Alexander Novak 
said his country will cut produc-
tion by an additional 500,000 bar-

rels a day in August, according to 
Russian news reports.

The voluntary reductions come 
on top of earlier cuts that the OPEC 
oil cartel, led by Saudi Arabia, and 
allied producers, led by Russia, 
agreed to extend through next year.

But they have given little last-
ing boost to oil prices, helping U.S. 
drivers fill their tanks more afford-
ably during the busy summer trav-
el season and providing consumers 
worldwide some relief from infla-
tion.

The average price for a gallon of 
gas in the US is $3.53, according to 
car club AAA, down $1.28 per gal-
lon from last year.

Benchmark US crude picked up 
77 cents Monday to $71.41 a barrel, 
while international standard Brent 
crude gained 70 cents to $76.11. 
Both later erased some of those 
gains. US crude has been depressed 
for some time and rose above $70 
per barrel for the first time in five 
weeks Friday.

That the Saudis felt another cut 
was necessary underlines the un-

Saudi Arabia, Russia cut 
oil supply to boost prices

certain outlook for fuel demand in the months 
ahead even as travel picks up. The U.S., for ex-
ample, saw an all-time high in airline passengers 
on Friday during the Fourth of July weekend.

But there are concerns about economic weak-
ness in the U.S. and Europe, while China’s re-
bound from COVID-19 restrictions has not been 
as strong as many had hoped.

The Saudis need sustained high oil revenue to 
fund ambitious development projects aimed at 
diversifying the country’s economy, while Rus-
sia is looking to pad its profits to pay for its war 
against Ukraine.

Western sanctions mean Moscow is forced to 
sell its oil at a discount to countries like China 
and India. Its estimated export revenue fell by 

$1.4 billion to $13.3 billion in May, down 36% 
from a year ago, the International Energy Agen-
cy said in a report last month.

Combined with earlier cuts, Russia’s output 
in August will be reduced by 1 million barrels a 
day. But Rystad Energy said in June that Moscow 
only dropped production by 400,000 barrels in 
May, instead of the promised half-million.

Agricultural Bank of China

A photographer takes pictures of the Khurais oil field during a tour for journalists, 150 km east-northeast of Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. (AP Photo)
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Business news

Threat of EU carbon tax prompts dubious ‘green aluminium’ claims in Mozambique
By Pamela Machado, Maputo

In the face of new carbon taxes on exports to the Eu-
ropean Union (EU), Mozambique’s biggest industrial 
employer is making big claims about its hydro-powered 
“green aluminium”.

But researchers doubt how green Mozambique’s 
aluminium really is and whether it will be able to stay 
green. If it can’t, analysts told Climate Home, the EU’s 
carbon border tax could have catastrophic ripple effects 
through one of the world’s poorest economies.

For years, policymakers in the European Union have 
worried that their heavy industries would flee abroad to 
escape taxes on carbon.

To try and avoid this, in 2021, the EU approved a tax on 
the carbon emissions that come from imports — called a 
carbon border adjustment mechanism.

US ‘still on the fence’ as nations debate global shipping 
emission tax

Although emerging economies like China shared 
“grave concern” about “trade barriers”, the EU claimed 
it was just a way of ensuring that the carbon emissions 
of products that end up in the EU are taxed the same 
whether they’re made in the EU or not.

The tax will come into force in 2026 and apply to par-
ticularly polluting products like electricity, fertilisers, ce-
ment, iron, steel and aluminium.

Green aluminium?
The aluminium sector is Mozambique’s biggest indus-

try and the its largest industrial employer, a source of 
income to nearly 3,000 people and an indirect boost to 
many more. But as EU rules approach the sector, some 
companies have rushed to green claims.

One strategic asset is a large smelting facility on the 
outskirts of the country’s capital Maputo, where the alu-
minium is processed. The smelter is owned by a com-
pany called Mozal, which is now owned by Australia’s 
South32, a company that spun out of BHP Biliton in 2015.

South32’s CEO Graham Kerr told the Melbourne Min-
ing Club recently that European carmakers are choosing 
to pay more for Mozal’s aluminium because it is pro-
duced with hydropower electricity not the fossil fuels of 
some of its rivals. 

Nearly two-thirds of the emissions of the product’s 
emissions are from the smelting, where alumiumium is 
extracted from alumina at a very high heat. Producing 
that heat requires a lot of electricity.

According to a 2022 Mozal report, “electricity supplied 
to Mozal Aluminium is generated by Hidroelectrica de 
Cahora Bassa (HCB), a hydro-electric power generator 
situated on the Zambezi River”.

But, it adds, “the electricity is supplied via Eskom’s 
South African grid” through the cables of Motraco, a 
joint venture between the utilities of South Africa, Mo-
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LONDON 

The world’s major central banks delivered in June 
the biggest number of monthly interest rate hikes year-
to-date, surprising markets and flagging more tighten-
ing ahead as policy makers grapple to get the upper 
hand in their battle against inflation.

Seven of the nine central banks overseeing the 10 
most heavily traded currencies that met in June hiked 
rates, while two opted for no change, Reuters data 
showed.

Both Norway and the Bank of England surprised mar-
kets last month with a larger-than-expected 50 basis 
points move, while Canada and Australia resumed their 
rate hiking cycles. Sweden, Switzerland and the Euro-
pean Central Bank also tightened policy, taking the to-
tal monthly tally of hikes to 225 basis points last month. 
May had seen six rate hikes across six meetings.

“While some central banks are seeing initial progress 
toward lower inflation, central bankers overall contin-
ue to face a tough balancing act,” said Tiffany Wilding, 
economist at PIMCO.

“Without fiscal policy ready to save the day, we see 
a more uncertain growth environment with downside 
risks building over the cyclical horizon.”

The latest G10 moves bring the total 2023 rate hike 
tally among G10 central banks to 950 bps across 28 
hikes. Looking at moves since Norway kicked off the 
rate hiking cycle in September 2021, major central 
banks have hiked interest rates so far by 3,765 bps.

While the US Federal Reserve’s pause at its June meet-
ing did not come as a surprise, the hawkish outlook 
from the world’s top central bank sent tremors through 
markets.

“We believe central banks have more work to do,” 
said Vanguard analysts in their mid-year outlook. “The 
last leg of inflation reduction to central bank targets 
may be the most challenging, in our view.”

Across emerging markets there was more evidence 
that the tightening cycle was running out of steam.

Thirteen out of 18 central banks in the Reuters sam-
ple of developing economies had interest rate setting 
meetings last month. However, 11 central banks opted 
to keep policy unchanged.

Having been a stark outlier in the emerging market 
tightening cycle that kicked off in spring 2021, Turkey’s 
central bank under new governor Hafize Gaye Erkan 
played catch up with a 650 bps rate hike, signalling a 
return to more orthodox policy making. This was the 
second biggest rate hike in recent times since Russia 
was forced to deliver an emergency 1,050 bps rate hike 
following its invasion of Ukraine. Meanwhile, China’s 
central bank eased interest rates by 10 bps.

The total rate hike tally for the year across emerging 
markets is 1,375 bps through 22 hikes - less than a fifth of 
the 7,425 bps of tightening delivered in 2022. The total 
amount of cuts is 60 bps across two moves.

Central bank surprises see June 
become bumper 2023 rate hike 

of [the tax],” he said. 
Mozambique produces 570,000 tonnes of aluminium 

a year. Over 90% of this is exported, much of it to Europe. 
From 2026, the carbon emissions from making this alu-
minium will be taxed at the European Union’s border. 

Sinoia worries that a reduction in exports will hurt job 
prospects for Mozambicans along the industry chain and 
that the cash-strapped and indebted Mozambican state 
will get less revenue through industrial taxes.

Sinoia said the tax is “an inequitable measure as it does 
not consider the adaptive capacity of the affected coun-
tries” and, while it will cut emissions, it “will have a high 
cost in reducing social well-being and poverty”.

Future uncertain
Not only are the green credentials of Mozal’s current 

supply questionable, but its future power arrangements 
remain uncertain. Its contract with Eskom is set to expire 
in 2026. According to its spokesperson, South32 is in talks 
to extend the supply, but no final deal has been reached.

With neighbouring South Africa desperate for electric-
ity, particularly from green sources, there will be compe-
tition for HCB’s hydropower.

In the meantime, a new gas industry is quickly brew-
ing in Mozambique. French company Total is planning to 
build a gas power plant in the same industrial park Mozal 
operates out of.

What does “unabated” fossil fuels mean?
A switch from hydro to gas power could cost Mozal its 

green credentials – and leave its exports to Europe fac-
ing high taxes. A potential alternative source of renew-
able energy for Mozal could be the planned hydro plant 
Mphanda Nkuwa, on the Zambezi river downstream of 
HCB.

But there are doubts over whether construction of 
the dam will move forward as it is set to displace over 
a thousand people and climate change will dry up the 
river, making it harder to produce hydropower. Even if 
the plant is built, it will not be until 2031. 

Faten Aggad, an advisor at the African Climate Foun-
dation, described the EU’s approach as “cold turkey” as 
it imposes “new norms in a context of poor renewable 
infrastructure investments coupled with weak emission 
accounting systems”.

zambique And Eswatini.
HCB is in the north-west of Mozambique while Mozal’s 

smelter is in the far south, near the South African border.
About 90% of South Africa’s electricity is produced us-

ing coal and transmission lines like those providing elec-
tricity to Mozal’s aluminium smelter don’t distinguish be-
tween electrons produced by water and those produced 
by coal. South32 adds in its sustainability report that Es-
kom provides “back-up energy” to Mozal, to make up for 
periods when HCB is not sending as much electricity. 

A spokesperson for South32 declined to comment on 
the tax’s impact on their business.

Concern for poorer countries
Although poverty campaigners like Oxfam called for 

the world’s poorest countries to be exempt from the tax, 
the EU made no allowances for Least Developed Coun-
tries (LDCs). Of these countries, economic modelling 
from the African Climate Foundation and London School 
of Economics suggests that the south-east African nation 
of Mozambique is likely to be one of the worst hit.

They predict Mozambique’s wages will fall 0.12% as a 
result of the tax. That would be a small fall but one that 
workers in the world’s sixth poorest country can ill af-
ford. Dimas Sinoia, researcher at Mozambican think Cen-
tre for Development and Democracy (CDD) told Climate 
Home that CDD tried unsuccessfully to interview work-
ers at Mozal about the measure. “Until the start of the 
year, it seems that Mozal employees had no knowledge 

A view of Cahora Bassa dam
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WORLD
Israel signals Jenin raids 
close to completion, 10 
Palestinians dead

Stockholm

The Swedish government con-
demned the burning of the holy 
Quran outside the Stockholm 
Central Mosque on Sunday and 
called it an “Islamophobic act”, 
according to Khaama Press.

The statement said, “We 
condemn the Quran burning 
in Stockholm in the strongest 
terms, and this hateful act does 
not represent the views of the 
Swedish government.” 

Burning Quran or any other 
holy scripture is an insulting and 
impolite act clearly aimed at in-
citing public opinion. “Racism, 
homophobia and other acts of 
intolerance have no place in Swe-
den or Europe,” the statement 

added.
Moreover, in a statement, the 

Organization of Islamic Coopera-
tion (OIC) has asked for collec-
tive action by Muslim countries 
based on international laws, as 
per Khaama Press.

The OIC urged member states 
to “take unified and collective 
measures to prevent the recur-
rence of incidents of desecration 
of copies of the Quran”, accord-
ing to a statement released after 
the “extraordinary” meeting.

According to sources, Stock-
holm police permitted a small 
group of protestors to burn the 
holy Quran last Wednesday. How-
ever, the permission was granted 
a week after a court in Sweden 
rejected the request of banning 

such protests and gatherings, re-
ported Khaama Press.

Swedish Foreign Ministry men-
tioned that Stockholm supports 
freedom of speech and peaceful 
gatherings based on the constitu-
tion.

This statement came after a 
majority of Islamic countries 
reacted firmly to the burning of 
the Quran and politically pres-
surized the Swedish government, 
according to Khaama Press.

Several religious and politi-
cal parties will hold protests in 
different cities of the country 
against the heinous act of des-
ecration of the Holy Quran in 
Sweden, Geo TV reported citing 
the News.

Jamat-e-Islami ( JI) called out a 

protest outside the Swedish em-
bassy in Islamabad on Monday to 
condemn the burning of a copy 
of the sacred book by a man in 
the Swiss capital, according to 
Geo TV.

JI’s Islamabad Amir Nasarul-
lah Randhawa said during a 
news conference that the pro-
test march against the heinous 
act would commence from F-6 
Markaz and culminate at Swed-
ish Embassy. 

A large number of poeple are 
going to attend the protest rally 
starting at 5 p.m. today, he added. 
The JI leader also demanded sev-
ering diplomatic ties with Swe-
den if the country did not take 
such heinous acts seriously and 
prevent such events in the fu-

ture, as per Geo TV.
Meanwhile, the Majlis Wahdat-

e-Muslimeen (MWM) also staged 
a protest outside Karachi Press 
Club on Sunday.

Allama Sadiq Jafferi, the party’s 
president urged the Foreign Of-
fice to summon the ambassador 
and other diplomatic staff from 
the Swedish embassy to lodge a 
strong protest against the dese-
cration of the Holy Quran in Swe-
den, according to Geo TV.

Furthermore, the MWM presi-
dent said the Pakistani govern-
ment, particularly Foreign Min-
ister Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari, had 
maintained silence in a ‘criminal 
way’ after the desecration inci-
dent in Sweden. 

			   ANI

‘Quran burning doesn’t reflect views of Swedish government’

The 14th Annual Meeting of the New 
Champions, also known as the Summer 
Davos, recently opened in north China’s 
Tianjin municipality, where participants 
jointly discussed the prospects of the 
world economy and explored the way of 
recovery.

Participants from all over the world gave 
high recognition of the global significance 
of China’s economic recovery and devel-
opment, saying that the country is a huge 
and crucial market. 

According to attendees, China, as the 
world’s second-largest economy, is essen-
tial to not only global trade and economic 
patterns, but also the accelerated recovery 
of the world economy. They believe that 
China’s economy will achieve higher-level 
growth driven by innovation.

Over the past few years, the world has 

been facing drastic changes  and a pan-
demic both unseen in a century. Unilater-
alism, protectionism and de-globalization 
are on the rise. Global challenges are esca-
lating, and regional conflicts keep flaring 
up. 

As a result, the world needs more sta-
bility and certainty, and the aspiration for 
win-win cooperation of most countries 
has become stronger.

This year’s Summer Davos was back 
offline since COVID-19 struck over three 
years ago. The size and the number of par-
ticipants in the event have basically recov-
ered to its pre-pandemic levels. 

Political dignitaries and entrepreneurs 
from multiple countries gathered in Tian-

jin for face-to-face exchanges, sending a 
positive signal to the world to strengthen 
international cooperation.

“Where there’s more uncertainty, 
where there’s a greater drive towards 
security and resilience, it can encourage 
countries to look inwards, but actually, 
looking outwards is how they are going to 
solve those problems,” said Chris Hipkins, 
Prime Minister of New Zealand. 

The whole world needs to work togeth-
er to solve global challenges, including cli-
mate change, he added.

Klaus Schwab, chairperson of the World 
Economic Forum, noted that he’s always 
been optimistic about the Chinese econ-
omy, saying China has maintained rapid 

economic growth over the past more than 
30 years and still remains one of the im-
portant engines driving the global econo-
my today. 

His remarks mirrored China’s role as 
a “ballast stone” and source of power for 
promoting international free trade and 
stabilizing global economic growth over 
the years.

In the past decade, China’s economic 
growth averaged 6.2 percent annually, and 
the country’s share of global economic 
output grew from 11.3 percent in 2012 to 
around 18 percent in 2022. It has ranked 
first in the world in terms of trade in goods 
for six consecutive years, and its average 
contribution to global economic growth 

exceeded 30 percent.
China has faithfully fulfilled its WTO ac-

cession commitments by opening up its 
market to the rest of the world and shar-
ing its development opportunities with 
all. China’s development has improved the 
lives of the Chinese people, and provided 
other countries with enormous opportu-
nities.

China’s climate financing, its new blue-
print of building a digital China, and the 
Belt and Road Initiative were hot topics 
of this year’s Summer Davos. It is widely 
believed that China will continue injecting 
important impetus into global develop-
ment. China will fully and faithfully apply 
the new development philosophy on all 

fronts, move faster to create a new pattern 
of development, and promote high-quali-
ty development. 

It will introduce more practical and ef-
fective measures to expand the potential 
of domestic demand, stimulate market 
vitality, promote the coordinated develop-
ment of urban and rural areas, accelerate 
the green transition and advance high-
standard opening up. This will increase 
the market size and create cooperation 
opportunities.

Themed “Entrepreneurship: The Driv-
ing Force of the Global Economy,” this 
year’s Summer Davos has a strong realistic 
reference. In the era of uncertainty, en-
trepreneurs, with their keen grasp of the 
market, can bring greater certainty to the 
world with their initiatives and actions.

		  People’s Daily

China sharing opportunities for global economic recovery

JENIN, West Bank

 Israel is close to completing its 
Jenin operation, a senior aide to Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said yes-
terday after the fiercest fighting in the 
flashpoint West Bank town in more than 
two decades killed 10 Palestinians and 
forced thousands to flee.

Launched early on Monday, the raid 
involving hundreds of commandos 
backed by drones prompted the inter-
nationally backed Palestinian adminis-
tration to suspend contacts with Israel 
and stirred US and UN concern for hu-
manitarian conditions. 

Israel says the operation in Jenin’s ten-
ement-like refugee camp, codenamed 
“Home and Garden”, aims to uproot Ira-
nian-backed Palestinian armed factions 
behind a recent surge in gun and bomb 
attacks as well as preliminary efforts to 
manufacture rockets.

A Palestinian wounded during the 
clashes died overnight and another 
body was found in the morning, bring-
ing the death toll to 10, with around 100 
wounded, 20 of them critically, the Pal-
estinian health ministry said.

The Islamic Jihad faction claimed 
four of the dead as its fighters. Hamas, 
another Islamist faction, claimed a fifth. 
It was not immediately clear if the other 
five fatalities - males aged 17 to 23 - were 
combatants or civilians.

The operation “is close to completing 
the achievement of the goals set,” Israeli 
National Security Adviser Tzachi Hanebi 
told Kan radio after a relative lull in the 
clashes overnight.

The Israeli military said it had confir-
mation of nine Palestinians killed by its 
forces. All were combatants, it said.

Offices and businesses across the oc-
cupied West Bank were expected to 
close on Tuesday in response to calls for 
a general strike to protest the operation, 
which the Palestinian Authority of Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas has described as 
a “war crime”.

The Palestinian Red Crescent said it 
had evacuated 500 families, or around 
3,000 people, from the camp, where 
some 14,000 people live in less than half 

a square kilometer and which has been 
one of the focal points of a wave of vio-
lence that has swept the occupied West 
Bank for more than a year.

Aid groups called on Israel to guar-
antee humanitarian access. The United 
States said on Monday it respected Isra-
el’s right to defend itself but said civilian 
casualties should be avoided. The Unit-
ed Nations said all military operations 
should respect international law.

Hundreds of fighters from Islamic Ji-
had, Hamas and Fatah live in the camp 
which has been fortified with a range of 
obstacles and watching posts to counter 
regular army raids.

On Monday, Israeli bulldozers 
ploughed through streets in the camp to 
destroy improvised explosive devices, 
cutting water and electricity supplies, 
though Israeli officials said they would 
work to restore services.

Yesterday, the military said border 
police had found an underground shaft 
used to store explosives in the refugee 
camp and had dismantled two observa-
tion posts. 

“What is going on in the refugee camp 
is real war,” said Palestinian ambulance 
driver Khaled Alahmad. “There were 
strikes from the sky targeting the camp, 
every time we drive in, around five to 
seven ambulances and we come back 
full of injured.”

For more than a year, army raids in cit-
ies such as Jenin have become routine, 
while there have been a series of deadly 
attacks by Palestinians against Israelis 
and rampages by Jewish settler mobs 
against Palestinian villages.

The Israeli military said its forces 
struck a building that served as a com-
mand center for fighters from the Jenin 
Brigades with what it called “precise” 
drone strikes using small payloads. It 
described the operation as an extensive 
counter-terrorism effort aimed at de-
stroying infrastructure and disrupting 
militants from using the refugee camp 
as a base.

“Nothing is safe in the camp. They 
dug up the roads with bulldozers. Why? 
What did the camp do?” said Hussein 
Zeidan, 67, as he recovered from his 

MOSCOW

Russian forces wiped 
out 16 German-made Leop-
ard tanks or actually 100% 
of this armor supplied to 
the Kiev regime by Po-
land and Portugal, Russia’s 
Defense Minister Sergey 
Shoigu said at a conference 
call with military com-
manders on Monday.

“In the south Donetsk, 
Zaporozhye and Donetsk directions alone where Ukrai-
nian armed formations are undertaking unsuccessful 
attacks, the groupings of Russian forces destroyed 15 air-
craft, three helicopters and 920 pieces of armor, including 
16 Leopard tanks. This is actually 100% of the tanks of this 
type supplied by Poland and Portugal,” the defense chief 
said.

The Russian armed forces continue effectively inflicting 
damage on the enemy by firepower, which considerably 
diminishes its offensive potential, Shoigu said.

In all, Ukrainian troops have lost about 2,500 various ar-
maments in all directions since June 4. In addition, Russian 
air defense forces intercepted 158 rockets of the US-made 
HIMARS multiple launch rocket system and 25 Storm 
Shadow cruise missiles over the past month, the defense 
chief said.

The enemy has not achieved its objectives in any of the 
frontline sectors, which testifies to the skills of Russian 
fighters and “clearly too high expectations from much-
touted Western weapons,” Shoigu said.

Ukrainian troops have been employing German-made 
Leopard tanks since they launched their counteroffensive 
on June 4. The Russian Defense Ministry has repeatedly re-
ported the destruction of these tanks. 	 Agencies

Russian forces destroy all Leopard tanks 
supplied to Kiev by Poland, Portugal — Shoigu

wounds in hospital. 
Until June 21, when it carried out a strike 

near Jenin, the Israeli military had not used 
drone strikes in the West Bank since 2006. But 
the growing scale of the violence and the pres-
sure on ground forces meant such tactics may 
continue, a military spokesman said.

“We’re really stretched,” a spokesman told 
journalists. “It’s because of the scale. And 
again, from our perception, this will minimize 
friction,” he said, adding that the strikes were 
based on “precise intelligence”.

International criticism
Monday’s operation, involving a force de-

scribed as “brigade-size” - suggesting around 
1,000-2,000 troops - was intended to help 
“break the safe haven mindset of the camp, 
which has become a hornets nest,” the spokes-
man said.

Its apparent scale underlined the impor-
tance of the Jenin camp in violence that has 
further exposed the impotence of the Pal-
estinian Authority to impose its writ over 
towns in the West Bank, where it holds nom-
inal governance powers.

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas 
said he was suspending contacts with Israel 
and called for “international protection for 
our people”. UN Middle East envoy Tor Wen-
nesland said he was talking with all parties 
to de-escalate and ensure humanitarian ac-
cess.

Wennesland tweeted that the current es-
calation in the occupied West Bank “is very 
dangerous” following months of mounting 
tensions.

The operation “once again reminds us of 
the extremely volatile and unpredictable 
situation across the occupied West Bank,” 
he tweeted, urging that all must ensure the 
civilian population is protected.

UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordi-
nator in Palestine Lynn Hastings expressed 
“alarm” in a tweet and stressed that “access 
to all injured must be ensured.”

Arab League Secretary-General Ahmed 
Aboul-Gheit on Monday condemned the 
Israeli military raid on Jenin and called on 
peace advocates across the world to inter-
vene immediately and stop the Israeli “omi-

nous and criminal” operation.
“The ongoing brutal Israeli military op-

eration in Jenin is categorically slammed,” 
Aboul-Gheit tweeted, noting that raiding cit-
ies and camps under air support as well as 
razing houses and roads are collective pun-
ishment and revenge that will only lead to 
further escalation of tension.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates on Monday also expressed 
strong condemnation against the Israeli 
forces.

In a statement, it called for an immediate 
halt to repeated and escalating campaigns 
against the Palestinian people, urging Israe-
li authorities to reduce escalation and avoid 
steps that “exacerbate tension and violence 
in the occupied Palestinian territories and 
lead to a deterioration of the situation and 
perpetuation of the cycle of violence.” 

In a statement, the Egyptian Foreign Minis-
try condemned on Monday “in the strongest 
terms” the Israeli raid, voicing opposition 
to the repeated Israeli raids and incursions 
into Palestinian cities that killed civilians.

Describing the Israeli attacks as a “flagrant 
violation of international laws and legitima-
cy”, the ministry warned against the serious 
impacts of the ongoing escalation which it 
said would exacerbate the Palestinians’ suf-
ferings and undermine Egyptian, regional, 
and international efforts to de-escalate ten-
sions in the occupied territories.

Jordan on Monday warned of the cata-
strophic consequences of the Israeli raid on 
Jenin, calling for the international commu-
nity’s intervention to stop Israel’s military 
operations.

Türkiye also strongly condemned the Is-
raeli military operation, urging Israel to act 
with common sense and stop such actions.

The Lebanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Emigrants on Monday condemned the 
Israeli aggression, which it said “targets the 
entire population without distinction be-
tween civilians and combatants or between 
young people, children and the elderly.”

The ministry called on the international 
community to pressure the “aggressor” to 
stop assaults and protect defenseless civilians.

			   Agencies

Smoke rises during an Israeli military raid of the militant stronghold of Jenin in the occupied West Bank, 
on Monday. AP

The sustainable management of 
forest resources will be key to 
boosting our resilience to climatic 
shocks, providing income to rural 
communities, and stabilizing the 
environment

NAIROBI

Africa’s vast forest cover, estimated at 636,639 million 
hectares or 16 percent of the world’s total, if harnessed sus-
tainably, will catalyze the continent’s drive to achieve carbon 
neutrality, scientists said on Monday.

Speaking at a forum in the Kenyan capital of Nairobi, the 
scientists acknowledged Africa’s escalating climate crisis, 
adding that the continent’s tropical forests hold the key to a 
green and resilient future for local communities. 

Convened by the Nairobi-based African Forest Forum, the 
five-day pan-African forum starting on Monday has brought 
together policymakers, scientists, botanists, and green cam-
paigners to discuss the role of forests and tree-based ecosys-
tems in advancing the continent’s green agenda.

Godwin Kowero, executive secretary of the African Forest 
Forum, said by protecting the continent’s indigenous forests, 
grassroots communities will benefit from climate resilience 
and transformed livelihoods. 

“The sustainable management of forest resources will be 
key to boosting our resilience to climatic shocks, providing 
income to rural communities, and stabilizing the environ-
ment,” Kowero said. 

According to Kowero, the contribution of the forest eco-
system to Africa’s response to climate change is recognized 
by multilateral environment agreements and the continent’s 
long-term growth and transformation blueprint. 

He said despite contributing less than 4 percent to global 
greenhouse gas emissions, Africa remains the epicenter of 
climate disasters, including droughts, floods, wildfires, and 
tropical storms. 

Kowero called for policy reforms, enforcement of legisla-
tion, and engagement of the private sector and communities 
to reverse forest degradation, worsened by climate change, 
population pressure, and lax policing.

Joshua Cheboiwo, director of the Kenya Forestry Research 
Institute, stressed that sustainable utilization of tropical for-
ests, mangrove swamps, and savannah grasslands will aid 
Africa’s quest to achieve net-zero targets. 

Cheboiwo said the continent should leverage its forest re-
sources to tackle rural poverty and food insecurity, and spur 
local manufacturing and cross-border trade in natural prod-
ucts. 				                              Xinhua

African scientists call for harnessing forest 
resources to attain carbon neutrality



Wednesday 5 July  2023                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     17

world news

Xi urges SCO countries to safeguard peace, security
The number of US women who died within a year 

after pregnancy more than doubled between 1999 and 
2019, with the highest deaths among Black women, re-
searchers said on Monday.

There were an estimated 1,210 maternal deaths in 
2019, compared with 505 in 1999, according to a study 
published in the medical journal JAMA.

The greatest increases over time were seen among 
American Indian and Alaska Native women, the re-
searchers said.

The number of deaths per 100,000 live births rose 
from 12.7 to 32.2 overall, from 14.0 to 49.2 among Amer-
ican Indians and Alaska Natives, 26.7 to 55.4 among 
Blacks, 9.6 to 20.9 among Asians, Native Hawaiians and 
Other Pacific Islanders, 9.6 to 19.1 among Hispanics, 
and 9.4 to 26.3 among whites, they estimated. 

Unlike previous US studies of maternal mortality, 
which focused on national trends, the current study 
analyzed data state-by-state.

To the researchers’ surprise, Black women had the 
highest maternal mortality rates in some Northeast 
states.

“Often, states in the South are called out as having the 
worst maternal mortality rates in the nation, whereas 
California and Massachusetts have the best. But that 
doesn’t tell the whole story,” study leader Dr. Allison 
Bryant of Mass General Brigham in Boston said in a 
statement. “It’s essential to look at the disparities be-
tween populations that exist even in the ‘best’ states.”

Southern states had high maternal mortality across 
all race and ethnicity groups, but especially for Black 
individuals, while Midwest and Great Plains states had 
the highest rates for American Indian and Alaskan Na-
tive women.

The most common causes of death within one year 
after the end of pregnancy include mental health con-
ditions, excessive bleeding, cardiac and coronary con-
ditions, infections, blood clots, and pregnancy-related 
high blood pressure, according to the US Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.

“Our findings provide important insights on mater-
nal mortality rates leading up to the pandemic, and it’s 
likely that we’ll see a continued increase in the risk of 
maternal mortality across all populations if we analyze 
data from subsequent years,” Bryant said.

“Black individuals would likely still have the highest 
rate, but there may be a higher uptick in some of the 
other groups in the last few years.”

Study finds US maternal deaths 
more than doubled since 1999

ANKARA

 Türkiye will not 
lift its opposition to 
Sweden joining NATO 
unless it stops har-
boring groups An-
kara considers to be 
terrorists, President 
Tayyip Erdogan said 
on Monday.

Sweden and Fin-
land applied for 
NATO membership 
last year, ditching long-held policies of military non-
alignment after Russia’s special military operation in 
Ukraine. Applications for membership must be ap-
proved by all NATO members, but Türkiye and Hun-
gary have yet to clear Sweden’s bid.

Türkiye has repeatedly said that Sweden needs to 
take additional steps against supporters of the out-
lawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) and members 
of a network Ankara holds responsible for a 2016 coup 
attempt. Türkiye treats both groups as terrorist orga-
nizations. 

Türkiye expects Sweden to stop harboring members 
of both groups, Erdogan said in a speech after a cabinet 
meeting.

“Everyone should acknowledge that they cannot 
form a friendship with Türkiye by allowing terrorists 
to demonstrate in the most central squares of their cit-
ies,” he said.

In recent months, demonstrators in Stockholm 
waved flags showing support for the PKK, which is also 
deemed a terrorist group by Türkiye’s Western allies, 
including Sweden.

“Our position, expectations and promises that were 
made have been all clear. At the moment, we defend 
the same principles that we defended last year. We just 
want them to remain faithful to what they signed,” Er-
dogan also said.

Sweden says it has upheld its part of a deal struck 
with Türkiye in Madrid last year aimed at addressing 
Ankara’s security concerns, including bringing in a new 
anti-terrorism law this month. But Türkiye says Swe-
den’s change of legislation was “meaningless” while 
PKK supporters hold protests in the country.

NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg last month 
said that Sweden and Türkiye would convene a high 
level meeting in Brussels on the possible accession of 
Sweden to NATO before the alliance’s summit in Vilnius 
this month.

A demonstration in Stockholm last week on the first 
day of Muslim Eid al Adha holidays which included 
burning of a Koran further angered Türkiye.

Erdogan: Türkiye expects Sweden 
to stop harbouring ‘terrorists’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses at the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit via video conference, in New Delhi yesterday. China’s President Xi Jinping 
also seen. ANI 

Lawmakers urge UK PM Sunak to do more on immigration
LONDON

A group of Conservative lawmakers 
called on British Prime Minister Rishi Su-
nak on Monday to do more to cut immigra-
tion, saying he risked further eroding the 
trust of voters who lent the party their vote 
in 2019 if he failed to take action.

The group of lawmakers, many elected 
for the first time in 2019 in traditionally 
opposition Labour-supporting regions in 
northern and central England, is just one 
faction of the party putting pressure Sunak 
to act more decisively to try to lift the Con-
servatives’ flagging poll ratings. 

When Sunak came to power last year, 
he made five pledges to turn around the 
electoral fortunes of his governing party, 
including stopping “the small boats” or 
tackling illegal migration to bring down the 
numbers.

But on an earlier Conservative promise 
made at the 2019 election to cut net mi-
gration, the British leader has been more 
reticent, committing only to bringing down 
levels of legal migration without giving any 
targets.

In a report, the so-called New Conser-
vatives group of over 25 lawmakers out of 
the more than 300 in parliament issued a 
12-point plan to cut immigration, including 
closing temporary visa schemes for care 
workers, limiting students from staying in 
Britain after graduating and capping the 

number of refugees.
“Without swift action to get migration 

under control, the Conservative Party will 
further erode the trust of hundreds of thou-
sands of voters who lent the party their 
vote in 2019,” said the report, written by 
lawmaker Tom Hunt.

“The Conservatives need to achieve (or 
at least be on course to achieve) a reduc-
tion of around 400,000 in LTIM (long-term 
international migration) if they are to save 
face by the time of the next general elec-
tion.”

A spokesperson for the interior ministry 
said the government remained committed 
to reducing overall net migration, pointing 
out its measures to stop the boats and re-
move the right for most international stu-
dents to bring family members.

“We will continue to strike the right bal-
ance between supporting the UK economy 
through skilled worker visas and upholding 
our commitment to reduce migration over 
time,” the spokesperson said.

Under Boris Johnson, the Conservatives 
won a large majority in 2019, winning over 
thousands of traditionally Labour-support-
ing voters with a promise to get Brexit done 
and to reduce the numbers of migrants ar-
riving in Britain.

Several lawmakers who won those seats 
fear they will lose their jobs after a national 
election expected next year, with opinion 
polls handing Labour around a 20 percent 

lead over their party.
Sunak faces a raft of struggles to keep 

his agenda on course, with his five pledges 
- including bringing down waiting times in 

Britain’s health service and halving infla-
tion which is stubbornly high at 8.7 percent 
- looking to difficult to achieve.

			   Agencies

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses at the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit via video conference, in New Delhi yesterday. Russian President Vladimir 
Putin also seen. (ANI Photo) 

BEIJING 

Chinese President Xi 
Jinping yesterday called on 
members of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization 
to safeguard regional peace 
and ensure common secu-
rity.

Xi made the remarks 
while addressing the 23rd 
meeting of the Council of 
Heads of State of the SCO via 
video conference in Beijing.

China is willing to work 
with all parties to imple-
ment the Global Security 
Initiative, adhere to dia-
logue and consultation to re-
solve differences, promote 
political settlement of inter-
national and regional issues 
and jointly build a shelter 
for regional security, he said.

Xi also called for advanc-
ing pragmatic coopera-
tion to speed up economic 
recovery. China is willing 
to work with all parties to 
implement the Global De-
velopment Initiative and ad-
here to the correct direction 
of economic globalization, 
he said.

He urged efforts to op-
pose protectionism, unilat-
eral sanctions and using na-
tional security as a tool for 
economic coercion, reject 
attempts to “build walls”, 
decouple or disrupt indus-

trial and supply chains, and strive 
to make a bigger “pie” of mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation. Efforts 
should be made to promote syn-
ergies between the Belt and Road 
Initiative and development strate-

gies of various countries, promote 
trade and investment liberalization 
and facilitation, accelerate the con-
struction of port infrastructure and 
regional international logistics cor-
ridors and ensure the stability and 

smoothness of regional industrial 
chains and supply chains, Xi said.

Noting harmonious development 
of diverse civilizations is the vision 
of the people of countries in the 
region, Xi said China welcomes all 

parties to implement the Global 
Civilization Initiative, promote the 
coexistence of different civiliza-
tions and strengthen people-to-
people bonds.

		                  Xinhua

New Delhi 

Iran, one of India’s 
neighbours in its extended 
neighbourhood, has for-
mally become a full mem-
ber of Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization (SCO).

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, who yesterday 
chaired the SCO Summit 
virtually, said Iran is going 
to join as new member of 
the organization and also 
welcomed the signing of 
the Memorandum of Obli-
gation for the SCO member-
ship of Belarus. “I am happy 
that today Iran is going to 
join the SCO family as a new 
member. For this, I convey 
my best wishes to Presi-
dent Ebrahim Raisi and 
the people of Iran. Also, we 
welcome the signing of the 
memorandum of obligation 
for Belarus’ SCO member-
ship,” PM Modi said at the 
summit.

Iran originally requested 
to join the alliance 15 years 
ago. SCO follows a rigorous 
process of admission.

In 2021, Iran’s Foreign 
Ministry announced that 

Iran formally becomes full member of SCO, PM Modi conveys best wishes to Raisi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses at the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit via video conference, in New Delhi yesterday. Iran President Ebrahim 
Raisi also seen. ANI 

they had joined the SCO as the ninth member.
“The Islamic Republic of Iran becomes 9th 

member of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisa-
tion. At the end of the 21st Summit of the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), held in the 
Tajik capital Dushanbe, the leaders of the eight 
main members of the organisation agreed to 
change the membership of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran from an observer member to a full mem-
ber and signed the relevant documents,” the 
ministry said in a release.

Earlier, in May, an official said that the observ-
er countries of the SCO, Iran and Belarus could 
soon become full-time members of the charter 
as the decision is under consideration as of now.

In his virtual address at the 23rd Summit of 
the SCO Council of Heads of State, PM Modi also 

stated that several new platforms such as the 
Young Scientist Conclave, Authors Conclave, 
Startup Forum, and Youth Council have been or-
ganized to harness the talent of the youth from 
SCO countries.

“Over the past two decades, the SCO has 
emerged as an important platform for peace, 
prosperity and development in the entire Eur-
asia region. India’s thousands of years old cultur-
al and people-to-people ties with this region are 
living testimony to our shared heritage,” he said.

PM Modi chaired the SCO meeting virtu-
ally. Russian President Vladimir Putin, Pakistan 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi, 
Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko, Ka-
zakhstan President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev and 

other leaders virtually participated in the SCO 
meeting.

PM Modi said that India has made efforts to 
take its multi-faceted cooperation with SCO to 
new heights.

“We do not only see the SCO (Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation) as an extended neighbour-
hood, but rather as an extended family. As Chair 
of the SCO, India has made efforts to take our 
multi-faceted cooperation to new heights,” PM 
Modi said.

PM Modi noted that security, economic devel-
opment, connectivity, unity, respect for sover-
eignty and territorial integrity and environmen-
tal protection are pillars of India’s vision for SCO. 

				    ANI

Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak gestures as he delivers a speech on stage as he hosts a Business 
Connect event in north London, April 24, 2023. File photo
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By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

TANZANIA’s senior national women’s 
football team, Twiga Stars, will face 
Botswana in the second round of the 2024 
Paris Olympics qualifiers following the 
Republic of the Congo’s decision to pull out 
of the first round.

Twiga Stars were set to begin their 
campaign in the first round of the 2024 CAF 
Women’s Olympic qualifying tournament 
and were scheduled to meet the Republic 
of the Congo on July 10 away before hosting 
the latter in Dar es Salaam on July 18.

Like many other African countries, 25 
out of 58 registered for the showdown 
and now remain 24 after the Republic of 
the Congo decided not to compete due to 
unavoidable reasons.

Tanzania Football Federation (TFF) 
Information Officer Clifford Ndimbo 
said Twiga Stars will now face Botswana 
in the second round of the competition 
scheduled to take place in October.

Ndimbo explained that Botswana 
was one of the top seven teams which 
honoured the last edition of the Women’s 
Africa Cup of Nations which took place in 
Morocco.

Others are the showdown’s winners 
South Africa, runners-up Morocco, third-
place finishers Zambia, Nigeria who ended 
fourth, Cameroon, and Tunisia.

He said Twiga Stars players, who are in 
camp, were ready for the encounter and 
will not dissolve the camp as they still face 
another task in the CECAFA tournament.

He said Twiga Stars have the best players 
with what it takes to make the country fly 
high and sail through to Paris Olympic 
Games.

He said Twiga Stars’ players know how 
important the game is and that they are 
ready for the challenge.

Tanzania makes it to second round 
of 2024 Paris Olympics qualifiers  
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Twiga Stars head coach Bakari Shime had earlier said: 
“From the beginning, I have aimed to guide my team to 
the 2024 Olympics.”

According to the fixture, Guinea will clash with Ghana 
while Uganda will take on Rwanda in the East African 
encounter. Burkina Faso will face Mali in another 
entertaining fixture in the first round.

The qualifier will have four rounds, with the seven best-
ranked teams from the last Women’s Africa Cup of Nations 
being exempted from the first round.

They include the defending champions South Africa, 
Morocco, Zambia, Nigeria, Cameroon, Tunisia, and 
Botswana.

The full list of countries registered for the tournament 

has Benin, Botswana, 
Burkina Faso, Cameroon, 
Chad, Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, 
Equatorial Guinea, 
Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, 
and Guinea Bissau.

Mali, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Namibia, 
Nigeria, Rwanda, Sierra 
Leone, South Africa, 
Tanzania, Tunisia, Uganda, 
and Zambia are the other 
competitors.

Senior national women’s soccer team’s footballers participate in training at Tanzania 
Football Federation (TFF)’s Technical Center at Kigamboni, Dar es Salaam recently shaping 
up for the African Women’s Olympic Qualifying tournament. PHOTO: COURTESY OF 

Professional boxer, Karim Said ‘Mandonga Mtu kazi’ (3rd L), is pictured arriving at the Ministry of Culture, 
Arts, and Sports stall at Mwalimu Julius Nyerere grounds in Dar es Salaam last weekend as the 2023 Dar 
es Salaam International Fair (DITF) takes place at the grounds. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE 
JUMA

SOT delighted with athlete’s performance 
in 2023 Special Olympics World Games

By Correspondent Joseph 
Mchekadona 

SPECIAL Olympics 
Tanzania (SOT) has 
expressed its delight 
over nine–medal haul by 
the country’s athletes in 
the just-ended Special 
Olympics World Games 
held in Germany last 
week.

Charles Rays, SOT 
Director, said winning 
nine bronze medals 
in the world event is 
a big achievement for 
the country, adding the 
athletes have proved that 
they are some of the best 
in the world.

“I think our special 
athletics athletes did 
well for the country, the 
Games were very tough 
but our athletes carried 
the national flag high 
and brought home nine 
medals, which to me is the 
biggest achievement, it is 
now time we encourage 
and give full support to 
Special Olympics,” he 
said.

Rays appealed to the 
corporate world and 
other stakeholders to 
assist SOT so that it can 
start early preparations 
for the next Special 
Olympics World Games 
slated to be held in 
Australia in 2027.

The country’s 
delegation for Special 
Olympics World Games 
was made up of 27 people 
and Minister for Culture, 
Arts, and Sports, Pindi 
Chana, speaking at the 
national flag handover 
function, challenged the 
athletes to fly the flag 
high in Germany. 

She was adamant the 

By Guardian Correspondent

THIS year’s edition of the prestigious 
Lake Energy golf tournament bringing 
together children and adults is expected 
to take place at Dar es Salaam Gymkhana 
Club’s golf course on Friday.

Head of Sales at Lake Energy Group, 
Stephen Munguti, told journalists in Dar 
es Salaam yesterday that the organizers 
would hand over prizes to the winners of 
the tournament upon its completion.

The event, Munguti noted, aims to 
support President Samia Suluhu Hassan’s 
leadership in identifying and developing 
the talents of children and adults in sports.

He said they are aware that sports, as 
is the case with other professions, can 
be a lucrative career, adding through 
the showdown, they believe they will 
spot golfers that will shine in various 
clubs and eventually represent Tanzania 
internationally.

“Lake Energy Group is supporting the 
government under President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan in its efforts to promote sports 
and athletes, we understand that besides 

studies, children need to be physically and 
mentally developed,” the official noted.

“For that matter, through this 
tournament, our children will be physically 
strengthened and develop a habit of 
participating in sports regularly, just like 
other participants,” Munguti revealed.

The tournament is sponsored by Lake 
Energy Group, the leading company for 
manufacturing, sales, and distribution of 
petroleum, diesel, gas, lubricants, iron, 
and other products, as well as providing 
transportation services for various goods.

The tournament’s coordinator, Fredrick 
Laiser, said that they have hosted it to 
support and develop the talents of children 
and adults in the popular sport.

He, moreover, appreciated Lake 
Energy Group for agreeing to sponsor 
the tournament, urging stakeholders to 
come out and put their weight behind the 
tournament.

“We invite parents, guardians, children, 
as well as golf enthusiasts and sports fans, 
in general, to come and participate in this 
tournament at Dar es Salaam Gymkhana 
Club,” Laiser stated.

Gymkhana to host Lake Energy golf tournament

government aims to see the athletes win medals.
“You are going to Germany to represent Tanzania, and your 

government is happy to see that intellectually challenged athletes 
are taking part in sporting activities, that is what we call inclusive 
sports,” she stressed.

The minister further said President Samia Suluhu Hassan’s 
leadership is committed to seeing that all people in the country are 
involved in sporting activities.

She said under President Samia, Tanzania has done well in sports 
and other sectors.

Pindi pointed out: “It is the wish of our President and her 
government to see that all people are involved in sports, that is 
sports inclusive.”

“Under President Samia Suluhu Hassan our football teams are 
doing well, athletes with disabilities are competing in various sports 
events,” she said.

“You all saw the exploits of ‘Tembo Warriors’ (national amputee 
football team) and the national U-17 women’s soccer squad, they are 
performing well, in short, all sports disciplines are doing well, all that 
is brought about by full support of the government,” she disclosed.

Zanzibar President, Hussein Ali Mwinyi, the Isles’ Minister for 
Information, Youth, Culture, and Sports Tabia Maulid Mwita, and 
Pindi attended the Special Olympics World Games in Germany.

Speaking last week during the team’s departure, the team’s doctor 
Juma Mwankemwa hailed the government for its continued support 
of sports among intellectually challenged people.

He, moreover, asked the government to have a special budget for 
intellectually challenged people in the country.

Before the team’s departure to Germany, the 20 athletes 
who represented the country in the Games camped at Sibusiso 
Foundation in Arusha where they engaged in intensive training.  

The athletes who battled it out in the Special Olympics World 
Games were selected from SOT subprograms/regions, and others 
secured selection after excelling in the National Special Olympics 
Championships that took place in Mwanza last year. 

The national Special Olympics team was sponsored by various 
stakeholders including the government, Azam FC, Azam Media 
Limited, and Sibusiso Foundation. 

The 20 athletes constituting the national Special Olympics team 
are Sheha Hassan, Abdulrahman Salim, Neverson Minja, Herith 
Suleiman, Mathias Makanyange, Duncan Lucian, Luquman Salum, 
Ali Juma, Oswald Kipoto, Ibrahim Mabeche.

Fatuma Omari, Shakira Miduma, Johari Ng’ombe, Rebecca 
Sumwendeti, Elizabeth Kisaka, Aziza Mtamila, Dorcas Msapu, 
Rachel Siwambe, Maimuna Ali, and Salah Bwege are the team’s other 
performers.

The athletes were accompanied by four coaches, namely head 
coach Deogratius Mdemu, volleyball coaches Stephen Oloo and 
Augustino Mohamed, and athletics coach Saada Ali that doubled as 
the team’s matron.  

Abdulkarim Nurdin was the assistant leader of the delegation and 
Mwankemwa was the team’s doctor.

This was the first time that Germany was hosting the World Special 
Olympics and more than 700 athletes with intellectual disabilities 
from 170 countries battled it out in the showpiece.

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

MASHUJAA FC head coach Abdul Mingange has said the 
outfit will retain most of the players who enabled it to be 
promoted to the next season’s Mainland Tanzania Premier 
League.

The Kigoma-based team garnered promotion to the top-tier 
football after grabbing a 4-1 aggregate victory over Mbeya City 
FC to complete a 16-team log that will battle for the league’s 
glory in the 2023/24 season.

In the first-leg playoff at Lake Tanganyika Stadium in 
Kigoma, Mashujaa secured a hard-earned 3-1 success, while in 
the second-leg showdown at Sokoine Stadium in Mbeya, they 
cherished a 1-0 victory.

Records show that the last time Kigoma’s team competed in 
the Mainland Tanzania Premier League was in 2004 through 
Reli Kigoma, which did not finish the league and was relegated 
on July 5 of the same year after violating league regulations.

The gaffer said that they will avoid the tendency of some 
football teams which normally drop players that fought hard 
to help such clubs get promotion to the top flight in favour 
of new players. He said that he will add a few players ahead 
of the 2023/24 Mainland Premier League season because his 
team boasts talented players.

“I will recruit a few players ahead of the next season, we 

have just secured the chance to feature in the league, and I 
have my proposal already submitted to the leaders who will 
work on it, I will never drop players and register the new 
ones,” Mingange noted.

He said that they expect the outfit to get strong opposition 
from other Premier League clubs but they will prepare the 
team to perform wonders.

“There is a big difference between the Championship 
League and the Premier League, I have experience on the 
matter, so I will prepare my team accordingly,” he said.

The team’s promotion to the Premier League has assured 
Kigoma football fans of witnessing the NBC Premier League 
next season after waiting for 19 years.

Mashujaa FC qualified to feature in the playoffs after 
finishing fourth in the Championship Division with 49 points 
from 28 matches.

The club’s promotion completes the NBC Premier League 
lineup for the next season. The team joins Kitayosce FC, and 
JKT Tanzania which garnered automatic promotion to the 
top flight based on their impressive results in the just-ended 
Championship League.

Mbeya City FC joined Polisi Tanzania and Ruvu Shooting, 
which faced direct relegation to Championship League after 
occupying the two bottom places in the 2022/23 NBC Premier 
League.

Mashujaa FC to retain players for 2023/24 Premier League     

Mashujaa FC’s head coach, Abdul Mingange.
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 Gwiji by David Chikoko

MILAN

AC Milan fans have been hit with 
a painful double whammy after star 
midfielder Sandro Tonali was sold 
to Newcastle while they were still 
reeling from club icon Paolo Mal-
dini’s sudden sacking.

Tonali was more than just a key 
man for Milan, he is a boyhood fan 
of the club considered a potential 
future captain who was the connec-
tion between the pitch and the San 
Siro stands.

He was also a player who had 
repeatedly said in the past that he 
wanted to become what the Ital-
ians call a ‘bandiera’, a symbol of the 
club like Maldini and Franco Baresi 
before him.

“I want to stay here as long as I 
can. If you ask me today I’d say for 
the rest of my career,” he said last 
winter.

“But it’s too early to make those 
sort of promises, desire isn’t the 
only thing that matters in our lives 
as footballers, there are a lot of other 
factors... you can’t make long-term 
predictions.”

The 23-year-old took a pay cut 
two years ago in order to stay at Mi-
lan following his deeply disappoint-
ing first season at the San Siro, on 
loan from Brescia.

It turned out to be a good deci-
sion for both him and Milan as he 
was crucial to them winning their 
first league title in over a decade in 
2022 and re-establishing them as a 
force in Europe following a run to 
the semi-finals in the most recent 
Champions League.

A battering by local rivals  In-
ter in the last four notwithstanding 
the mood at Milan remained opti-
mistic, boosted by star attacker Ra-
fael Leao  extending his contract 
with the club until 2028.

But then technical director Maldi-
ni and his sporting director partner 
Frederic Massara, the pair who built 
the Scudetto-winning team, were 
dumped by Milan, sparking anger 
among fans and bewilderment 
among the players.

- Bitter pill -
Tonali’s departure is another bit-

ter pill to swallow for supporters 
after stars Gianluigi Donnarumma 
and Franck Kessie left as free agents 
in recent years, even if Milan will 
bank a huge sum that can be rein-
vested in the team (although Brescia 
will receive a reported 15 percent of 
a fee which could rise to as high as 
80 million euros).

It’s also yet another sign that, like 
others among Europe’s old guard, 
the seven-time continental kings 
simply cannot compete with the fi-
nancial might of the Premier League 
and a handful of other super clubs.

There is a hint of symbolism that 
Milan lose their golden boy not long 
after the death of Silvio Berlusconi, 
the man who made the ‘Rossoneri’ 
titans of Europe.

Berlusconi was in many ways the 
precursor to the state-sponsored 
teams of the contemporary era, 
someone whose massive wealth 
revolutionised a then-ailing club on 
the verge of bankruptcy and who 
used that success as polish for the 
political stage.

But that era has long passed and 
without Maldini -- who was hugely 
popular among the players -- Milan 
are vulnerable to being picked off by 
richer clubs.

Milan, who have replaced 
Tonali with  Ruben Loftus-
Cheek  from  Chelsea, are hoping 
that a Moneyball style of player re-
cruitment will level the playing field 
of an unfair game in which  Italy’s 
clubs can’t rely on the largesse of 
owners or big television rights mon-
ey.

Serie A earned just over one bil-
lion euros from domestic and over-
seas rights last season, a tenth of 
what was brought in by the Premier 
League.

And last month  Napoli  owner 
Aurelio De Laurentiis said that do-
mestic broadcasters are offering less 
than half the sum clubs currently re-
ceive ahead of Monday’s key league 
TV rights summit.

			   AFP

Milan at crossroads after favourites 
Tonali and Maldini shown the door From Alex Morgan to Ada Hegerberg: The 

stars to watch at the Women’s World Cup
MANCHESTER, England

THE brightest talents in women’s 
soccer will be on show at the Wom-
en’s World Cup in Australia and New 
Zealand.

Alex Morgan is out to win a third 
straight World Cup with the United 
States and England’s Lucy Bronze is 
looking to become a world champion 
after helping the Lionesses’ win the 
European Championship last year.

Ada Hegerberg  will carry  Nor-
way’s hopes and  Alexia Putellas  is 
back from the injury that kept her out 
of action for nearly 10 months and 
ruled her out of the Euros.

Here are 10 of the top players to 
watch out for at this year’s tourna-
ment.

ALEX MORGAN (UNITED 
STATES)

Heading into her fourth World Cup, 
Morgan is already a two-time winner, 
an Olympic gold medalist and one of 
the biggest stars in the history of the 
women’s game. The tournament in 
Australia and New Zealand will be a 
chance to add to the forward’s legacy 
if she helps the U.S. become the world 
champion for a record third time in 
succession. No men’s or women’s 
team has ever won the World Cup 
three times in a row. Now 34, Morgan 
keeps making a mark on the field. The 
four-time CONCACAF Player of the 
Year played her 200th game for her 
country last year and won the golden 
boot in the NWSL in 2022 after fin-
ishing as the top scorer with 15 goals 
for San Diego Wave. She has won 11 
major tournaments with the U.S. and 
was also a Champions League winner 
with Lyon. Having won so many hon-
ors in her career, she is looking to add 
another World Cup in what could be 
her final appearance on this stage.

CHRISTINE SINCLAIR (CANADA)
No soccer player, male or female, 

has scored more international goals 
than Canadian legend Sinclair’s 190 
for her country. Canada coach Bev 
Priestman has described Sinclair’s 
“incredible humility” — but there is 
nothing humble about an incredible 
career that just keeps on going. Ready 
to appear in her sixth World Cup at 
the age of 40, Sinclair remains as de-
termined as ever to achieve more. 
She resisted the temptation to hang 
her boots up after Canada won Olym-
pic gold in Tokyo in 2021. It was her 
fourth Olympics representing her 
country. Sinclair has reimagined her 
game as her career has advanced, 
moving from a center forward to a 
more withdrawn role as she con-
tinues to produce at the top level. A 
three-time NWSL Champion with the 
Portland Thorns — most recently in 
2022 — she is a 14-time Canada Soc-
cer Player of the Year and has won 319 
caps. A World Cup winner’s medal is 
missing from her collection, but that 
could all change at this year’s tourna-
ment.

SAM KERR (AUSTRALIA)
The first Australian to score a hat 

trick in the men’s or women’s World 
Cup, Kerr could be in the reckoning 
to win the golden boot at this year’s 
tournament. She scored five in 2019 
and was the leading scorer at the Asia 
Cup in 2022 with seven goals. The 
forward is Australia’s all-time lead-
ing scorer -- surpassing Tim Cahill 
with 63 goals in total. Kerr is used to 
racking up the titles with her club 
team Chelsea. She has won the Eng-
lish league title four years in a row, as 
well as three FA Cups and two League 
Cups. Kerr has been named Women’s 
Footballer of the Year in England for 
the past two seasons. Captaining Aus-
tralia to World Cup glory in front of 
her home fans would be the ultimate 
achievement. She is certainly one 
for the big occasion — most recently 
scoring the winner in the FA Cup final 
against Manchester United in front 
a record crowd at Wembley Stadium. 
She has scored 10 goals in seven do-
mestic cup finals.

WENDIE RENARD (FRANCE)
As part of Lyon’s all-conquering 

team, Renard has won 16 French 
league titles and eight Champions 
Leagues. Add to that 10 more French 
Cups and Renard is arguably France’s 
greatest women’s footballer. But it 
looked like she would be absent from 

league crowns.

ALEXANDRA POPP (GERMANY)
After the heartache of the Euros, 

Popp is hoping to make up for that at 
the World Cup. The Germany striker 
became the first player to score in 
five consecutive games at a Women’s 
European Championship last year 
and hit six in total to fire her country 
to the final. But she then suffered the 
misery of missing out on the game 
against England at Wembley after suf-
fering an injury during warmups. She 
watched from the bench as England 
won 2-1 through extra time. Popp also 
suffered defeat in this year’s Cham-
pions League final, losing 3-2 to Bar-
celona after leading 2-0. But she has 
enjoyed plenty of success in a highly 
decorated career. Her trophies in-
clude three Champions League titles, 
seven German league championships 
and an Olympic gold in 2016.

LUCY BRONZE (ENGLAND)
A serial trophy-winner, England de-

fender Bronze finally tasted glory in 
a major international competition at 
last year’s Euros. And if the Lionesses 
are to follow that up with a World 
Cup title then Bronze is likely to be 
crucial. The right back has won seven 
league titles in three different coun-
tries with Liverpool, Manchester City, 
Lyon and Barcelona. She heads to the 
World Cup on the back of winning 
the Spanish title and the Champions 
League with Barca, the fourth time 
she has lifted European club soccer’s 
biggest prize in the women’s game. 
In 10 years since her England debut, 
she has won 103 caps and established 
herself as one of the top players in the 
world. Bronze has described the feel-
ing of winning as addictive and that 
has clearly been a motivation in such 
a highly decorated career.              AP

 Ada Hegerberg

By Jason Burt

Steven Gerrard has completed 
a surprising U-turn by becoming 
the latest big-name football figure 
to accept a job in Saudi Arabia – 
with the club he is joining also 
holding talks to sign Wilfried Zaha, 
who is currently a free agent.

Gerrard has accepted the role as 
the new head coach of Pro-League 
club Al Ettifaq, having turned it 
down last month.

The 43-year-old even travelled 
to Saudi Arabia to conduct nego-
tiations but said: “As we stand right 
now, I won’t be taking up the offer.”

However, the Saudis continued 
to speak with the former Aston Vil-
la and Rangers manager and have 
finally convinced him to take over.

A key factor is believed to be that 
Gerrard has been promised a huge 
transfer budget with Al Ettifaq, who 
finished seventh last season, pledg-
ing to challenge for the title.

Representatives are currently 
in London having finalised Ger-
rard’s appointment which was an-
nounced accompanied by a video 
on their social media channels.

The video played up Gerrard’s 
storied career with  Liverpool  – 
although, unfortunately, it spells 
‘Mersey’ as ‘Meresy” (sic) in one of 
the graphics.

“Where legends are found. We’re 
thrilled to announce Steven Ger-
rard is our new head coach,” the 
club also posted on Twitter, as well 

as including a separate video of a 
mocked-up version, in Al Ettifaq 
colours, of a player touching the 
This Is Anfield sign in the tunnel at 
Liverpool.

Gerrard’s decision is something 
of a shock, however, with the for-
mer Liverpool midfielder having 
hoped to be considered by Leeds 
United and Leicester City as he 
looked to return to management.

But it has been the lure of Al Et-
tifaq’s ambition that has persuaded 
him with  more and more players 
and coaches now considering Sau-
di Arabia.

There is, of course, undeniably 
the attraction of the money on offer 
but also it appears a critical mass is 
being reached with the number of 
high-profile players being signed 
up to improve the quality of the 
league.

Al Ettifaq are one of four clubs 
that has been taken over by the 
state’s Public Investment Fund – 
the majority owner of  Newcastle 
United – in a huge drive to raise the 
profile and spending of the league.

Al Ettifaq are targeting Zaha 
who Crystal Palace still hope will 
stay and sign a new deal but who is 
currently out of contract, with his 
deal running out on June 30, even 
though he is continuing to train at 
the Premier League club. Palace 
have made a record £200,000-a-
week offer to keep the 30-year-old.
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Steven Gerrard accepts Saudi riches in U-turn 
– as new club botches his announcement video

this World Cup after announcing in 
February that she was stepping back 
from the national team, saying she 
could “no longer support the current 
system.” France coach Corinne Dia-
cre was fired in March and Renard 
was recalled by new coach Herve Re-
nard, meaning she will be back in the 
heart of the defense as her country 
tries to win the biggest prize in wom-
en’s soccer.

ADA HEGERBERG (NORWAY)
It is a measure of Hegerberg’s rare 

talent that she has been described 
as women’s soccer’s answer to Li-
onel Messi. But given that she is from 
Norway, perhaps  Erling Haaland  is 
a more suitable comparison for 
the forward. After all, she is a lethal 
goal-scorer, just like the Manchester 
City  striker. Her total of 59 Cham-
pions League goals is a record for 
the competition. And she has aver-
aged more than a goal per game for 
her club Lyon, winning eight French 
league titles and six Champions 
Leagues. Hegerberg was the first ever 
female winner of the Ballon d’Or and 
will perform at the World Cup after 
ruling herself out of selection for her 
country for five years up to 2022 due 
to what she considered a disregard 
for women’s soccer in Norway.

MARTA (BRAZIL)
Concerns hang over the six-time 

FIFA player of the year as she ap-
proaches her sixth World Cup. “I 
don’t know whether she will be in the 
starting lineup. She could come off 
the bench as well,” said Brazil coach 
Pia Sundhage. Marta, 37, is still work-
ing her way back to her best after a 
knee injury. She had surgery to repair 
a torn anterior cruciate ligament last 
year, leading to an 11-month absence 
from the national team. Having never 

won the World Cup, this could be her 
final chance for the Orlando Pride 
forward to lift the trophy. Brazil fans 
are likely to be anxious about Marta’s 
fitness. As her country’s all-time lead-
ing scorer with 117 goals, she could be 
vital to Brazil’s hopes.

DEBINHA (BRAZIL)
It takes a special player to wear 

Brazil’s No. 9 shirt and Debinha is 
worthy of that honor. The two-time 
Copa America Femenina winner also 
represented her country at the World 
Cup in 2019 and at two Olympics. 
A top class goal-scorer, the forward 
is blessed with speed and creativity 
and provides the cutting edge for Pia 
Sundhage’s team. At club level, she 
won two NWSL championships and 
three NWSL Shields with the North 
Carolina Courage and was the NWSL 
Championship Most Valuable Player 
in 2019. She now plays for Kansas City 
Current.

ALEXIA PUTELLAS (SPAIN)
The two-time Ballon d’Or winner 

missed out on last year’s European 
Championship because of a ruptured 
anterior cruciate ligament just days 
before the tournament. While she is 
back playing again — and lifted the 
Champions League with  Barcelo-
na in June — it remains to be seen how 
much of an impact she will be able to 
have at the World Cup. Putellas’ inju-
ry kept her out for nearly 10 months 
and she has only made six appear-
ances for Barca since her return. In 
that sense, it will be an achievement 
just to make the tournament, and 
her presence gives fans the chance 
to watch one of the best players in 
the world. The winner of two Ballon 
d’Ors, midfielder Putellas has helped 
Barca to two Champions League ti-
tles in three years and seven Spanish 

Alex Morgan

RIO DE JANEIRO
A PROSECUTOR in Brazil fined soccer star Neymar 16 million reais ($3.3 

million) for building a lake at his mansion on the outskirts of Rio de Janeiro 
without an environmental license, authorities said Monday.

The town council in Mangaratiba issued four fines for “environmental 
violations in the construction of an artificial lake at the player’s mansion,” 
the council secretariat said in a statement.

“The sanctions add up to more than 16 million reais,” the statement 
said, a sum set out by the prosecutor’s office in Mangaratiba, a tourist area 
around 130 kilometers (80 miles) from Rio where the Paris Saint-Germain 
star has his mansion.

Among “dozens of infractions” detected, the authorities listed “carrying 
out work subject to environmental control without authorization,” capture 
and diversion of river water without authorization, and “removal of land 
and suppression of vegetation without authorization.”

Neymar fined $3.3 million for building lake at mansion



By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

KINONDONI Municipal Council FC has set 
out plans to sign quality players while avoiding 
bringing in players that have been released by 
other Premier League clubs.

The club, popularly known as ‘Kino Boys’, sur-
vived relegation after winning Premier League 
playoff fixtures against Mbeya City FC to punch 
a ticket for the 2023/2024 season after having an 
awful season.

The club’s Information Officer, Christina Mwa-
gala, insisted that they do not want to go through 
another difficult season akin to the one they had 
during the last campaign.

The official said following surviving the relega-
tion threat in the 2022/23 season, KMC FC has set 
aside 1bn/- meant for squad boosting and sign-
ing quality players with the potential to keep the 
team afloat next season.

“We had an unbearable 2022/2023 season and, 
due to that, the management of our club has put 
aside 1bn/- to get quality players who will take 
KMC FC to the promised land next season,” she 
said.

Last season, the Kinondoni-based side nar-
rowly escaped relegation wrath after producing 
a comeback to defeat Mbeya City FC 3-2 on ag-
gregate in a Premier League two-legged playoff 
match.

Interim coach Jamhuri Kihwelo that managed 
to navigate the sinking ship to safety despite en-
countering stormy weather was credited with 
the results.

However, in his recent interview, Kihwelo said 
it was up to KMC FC’s management to decide his 
future at the club, insisting that he is ready for 
anything that the club’s bosses will come up with.

In the playoffs’ first leg played at Sokoine Stadi-
um in Mbeya, KMC FC suffered a 2-1 loss to Mbeya 
City FC, but the former succeeded to reverse the 
deficit after winning 2-0 in the second leg clash at 
Uhuru Stadium in Dar es Salaam.

Christina pointed out that based on the status 
of the club, they are not going to sign players who 
have been released by their former teams but 
rather they will go on the market to get quality 
players.

“All these procedures are being done for us 
to do well in the upcoming season, we are not 
pleased to see our side battle to escape relega-
tion, that is not what KMC FC is made up of,” she 
said.

“We are going to be very careful during this 
window, we want to avoid signing players that 
have been released by other clubs whilst we tar-
get the most hungry ones,” Christina insisted.

Last season, KMC FC recorded eight wins, eight 
draws, and 14 losses from 30 matches while scor-
ing 25 goals and conceding 31 in total, ending 
with a -6 goal difference.

From Alex Morgan to Ada Hegerberg: The 
stars to watch at the Women’s World Cup 

KMC FC out to avoid 
rejects in squad rebuild

Celta Vigo coaches 
laud Tanzania’s 
junior soccer players 

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

YANGA’s striker Fiston Mayele has 
reportedly come to a decision over 
a new deal at the club amid massive 
interest from some of Africa’s biggest 
outfits.

Fresh from winning the golden 
boot in both the Mainland Tanzania 
Premier League (netting 17 goals) 
and the CAF Confederation Cup with 
seven strikes, the Congolese hitman 
has attracted interest from some of 
African football’s juggernauts.

The Guardian previously reported 
that Mayele is likely to continue his 
stay at Yanga but, as negotiations be-
tween Mayele and Yanga’s manage-
ment have persisted, it has become 
apparent that the striker has set 
his sights on a fresh challenge else-
where.

Egyptian giants Zamalek and 
Pyramids FC, and record Tunisian 
champions Esperance de Tunis are 
believed to have expressed an inter-
est in the 29-year-old.

Yanga has as a result tried to fend 
off suitors by offering the attacker a 
new lucrative contract that would 
see him earn 34m/-, which is double 
his current earnings.

However, the Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo international is not in-
terested in putting pen to paper on a 
new deal and has rejected the reign-
ing domestic treble winners’ latest 
offer.

The marksman is believed to have 
instead expressed his desire to leave 
the club.

The 2022/23 CAF Confederation 
Cup runners-up are said to be open 
to a Mayele departure but, according 
to Yanga’s president Hersi Said, will 
only do so under the right circum-
stances.

“Mayele is a great player, and I’m 
pleased to see that he is attracting in-
terest from other teams,” he pointed 
out.

“This demonstrates that Yanga 
is a top-tier club with exceptional 
players. If he wishes to leave, we will 
assess three factors, our desire to re-
tain him, negotiating a fair price, and 
identifying a suitable replacement,” 
Said added.

Mayele, the Mbuji-Mayi native, 
has also been linked with the likes 
of South Africa’s Kaizer Chiefs but, 
since Ranga Chivaro landed at the 
Soweto giant from Marumo Gallants, 
the deal with the Congolese is unlike-
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UJENZI provides information 
and ideas on residential con-
struction, interior decor and 
residential appliance markets 
values. The show aims to 
enhance residential construc-
tion. It provides free expert 
advice, news and commen-
tary.

88.1FM
DAR ES SALAAM

TO NIGHT
@ 9:00

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Some junior footballers groomed by Dar es Salaam’s Magnet Youth Sports Organization (MYSO) 
battle it out in a competition aimed to celebrate Thanksgiving Day, an event that was hosted by the 
center in 2022.
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ly to go through.
Mamelodi Sundowns, Kaizer Chiefs’ rivals, 

are also in line and, while an exit from Dar 
es Salaam has been mooted, it remains to be 
seen who lands his signature.

Reports indicate that Mayele has taken 
steps suggesting his desire to depart from 
Yanga.

A few days ago, he reportedly visited the 
team’s camp at Avic Town, Kigamboni, and 
collected his belongings, fueling speculation 

about his imminent departure.
The club, aware of the situation, has ex-

pressed its willingness to consider his depar-
ture under certain conditions, which include 
securing a suitable replacement and receiv-
ing a fair transfer fee.

Despite rejecting the salary increment, 
discussions between the player and the club 
are ongoing as they seek to reach a mutually 
beneficial agreement.

Yanga striker, Fiston Mayele.

By Correspondent Joseph 
Mchekadona

SPANISH Premier League giant, 
Celta Vigo, believes Tanzania has 
talented and dedicated young 
footballers with what it takes to 
play in any league in the world. 

Three Celta Vigo coaches that 
have visited the country to con-
duct football clinics at Jakaya 
Mrisho Kikwete Youth Park in Dar 
es Salaam stated so in an inter-
view on Monday.

The three UEFA A coach-
ing badge holders are Diego 
Gimenez, Lazaro Mourino, and 
Victor Amoedo.

The trio is in the country cour-
tesy of a partnership that the 
Spanish soccer giant signed with 
the Dar es Salaam-based Mag-
net Youth Sports Organization 
(MYSO).

The Dar es Salaam clinic has 
attracted 60 young beginners 
and 20 coaches from MYSO, the 
youngsters are trained on some 
basics of football and other es-
sentials of the game.

“We are very surprised with 
the level of commitment shown 
by the players and the coaches, 
this shows that the country has 
young players who love football, 
they have passion for the game,” 
Amoedo noted.

“With the level of commitment 
shown, I can assure you that the 
country has talented players who 
can play anywhere in the world,” 
the trainer said.

The Spanish coach also hailed 
parents and guardians for sup-
porting and encouraging their 
wards to attend the football clinic.

Tuntufye Mwambusi, MYSO 
Chairman, said the clinic aims to 
prepare youngsters at his center 
to be better citizens in the future, 
bearing in mind that only a tiny 
proportion will become profes-
sional footballers.

The training, he pointed out, 
broadens the youths’ econom-
ic and professional horizons 
through football, empowering 
them and ensuring their employ-
ability.

“The basics of football our kids 
are learning will help them in 
many ways as nowadays football 
is a broad career,” Mwambusi re-
vealed.

“Not all will become profes-
sional football players, some will 
join other sectors of football like 
communication, football analysis, 
sports science, football psycholo-
gy, nutrition, physiotherapy, data 
science, and other sectors of the 
game,” the MYSO boss said.

Mwambusi hailed the relation-
ship between MYSO and Celta 
Vigo FC, adding it will transform 
the game in Tanzania.

He said under the partnership, 
MYSO players and coaches vis-
ited the Celta Vigo base in Spain 
where they trained at the Spanish 
giants’ facilities and played some 
games.

The Dar es Salaam clinic ends 
today and a residential camp 
is set to start at St. Constantine 
School in Arusha tomorrow. 

The MYSO boss also thanked 
parents and guardians for their 
immeasurable support to chil-
dren before and during the clinic.

The institution is among the 
famous and best-performing do-
mestic youth sports centers con-
tributing a lot to the blossoming 
of football standards in the coun-
try as they invest much in grass-
roots projects.

Mayele decides on new Yanga 
deal amid dazzling offers 
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