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People with
albinism cling
to hope as next

elections near

By Aisia Rweyemamu

PEOPLE living with Albinism (PWA) in
the country say there have been impressive
improvements in their welfare in the last decade,
expressing hope that things remain the same
this election year.

This is informed by the past situation whereby
there have been incidents of attacks including
killings or chopping of body parts of PWA during
election years, associated with superstitious
beliefs.

Speaking to this paper in Dar es Salaam
yesterday, a lawyer for PWA advocacy
organization Under The Same Sun (UTSS) for
Tanzania, Maduhu William said sensitization
efforts that have been going on for 11 years,

There has been a tendency
by some electoral
stakeholders to stigmatize
and make abusive remarks
on people with albinism

seeing a decline of cases of attacks against PWA.

“Civic elections late last year took place
without any incident of attack. We hope that the
general elections slated for October this year will
also pass without attacks,” he said.

He called on various election stakeholders
in the country, including political parties, to
provide equal opportunities to PWA when they
contest various positions during election.

UTSS asked the National Electoral Commission
(NEC) to put in place guidelines that would
provide equal treatment for all candidates to
avoid humiliation for people with albinism.

“There has been a tendency by some electoral
stakeholders to stigmatize and make abusive
remarks on people with albinism, a factor that is
demoralizing,” William explained.

He said there was tremendous success in
education for the PWA, with the number of who
joined higher level education having increased
than ever before.

The lawyer said, for the past 11 years a total
of 420 students have been benefited with
education support from UTSS at various levels of
education, and some of them are now graduates.
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Oysterbay Parish Padre Dr. Alister Makubi places ashes on the forehead of President Dr John Magufuli during the Ash Wednesday homily at
St Peter’s church in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Ash Wednesday is observed by most Christians to start the Lent period towards Passover. Left

is First Lady Janeth Magufuli.

VP: Take up Agenda

50-50’ for next polls

By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

VICE President Samia Suluhu Hassan
has urged women to ensure they insert
‘Agenda 50-50’ in election manifestos of
the various political parties for this year’s
general elections.

She gave the statement here yesterday
when launching the African Women
Leaders Network (AWLN) Tanzania,
coordinated by UN Women.

She said women should insert the
agenda in party election manifestos for
election campaigns.

“Let me tell you a secret - as of now
political parties are in the process of

Research shows that
having more women in
political leadership has
been contributed by
improvements in policy,
laws and the budget

formulating their election manifestos
so it is better for women to stand firm to
ensure they insert the 50-50 agenda,” the
VP declared.

She appealed to women to step up in big
numbers to seek leadership posts in various
fields - including politics, business, social
services and civil societies. Many countries
have not attained gender equality in many
fields including top leadership of public
organizations, she told participants.

“This situation also touches Tanzania
even though to a large extent we are doing
better compared to many other countries in
the African continent - we have 126 women
MPs out of 393 or 36.7 percent, while in the
Zanzibar House of Representatives it is 38
per cent, higher than the 30 percent average
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Our mentors have
been acting like
parents - making
phone calls and
sending us messages
to check on us,
providing reassurance
and reminding us to
adhere to preventive
measures

By Emmanuel Sumari in Beijing

EFORE news of coronavirus epi-

demic in China spread in January

this year, I and other international

students were having a great time
alongside Chinese students.

But after the authorities began taking
measures to control the spread of the dis-
ease, things took an upside-down turn, ruin-
ing all plans we had to make the most of the
country.

This is how it happened: in October 2019,
I went to China to pursue a Master’s Degree
at Xiangya Nursing School of Central South
University under scholarship from the Minis-
try of Commerce of the People’s Republic of

We all pray and hope
that China will defeat
the current epidemic at
the soonest and stay
strong always

China.

Later after the semester was over a few
classmates went back home to meet their
families. I was among 40 international stu-
dents who remained at the university plan-
ning to explore different parts of China in-
cluding Beijing, and other commercial cities
like Guangzhou that we were seeing on the
map and hearing about in stories.

We really wished to celebrate the Spring

TURN TO PAGE 2

TAWA readies game meat hunting blocks auctions

By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

AUCTION of hunting blocks for
game meat has been set for early
next month following the recent
release of regulations to guide the
business.

The Deputy Commissioner for
Tourism and Business Services for
the Tanzania Wildlife Authority
(TAWA), Imani Nkuwi told report-
ers here yesterday that prospective
hunters will be able to bid for up to
six blocks.

The bidders will pay a single bid

fee of USD 5,000 for each of the
three categories of the block on
auction, he said.

“The first auction will take place
on 5 March and we hope many Tan-
zanians will grab this opportunity
and get into this business legally,”
he affirmed.

Presently, experts from the health
sector and authoritative institu-
tions such as the Sokoine University
of Agriculture (SUA) will be advising
the ministry on how best the busi-
ness will be conducted.

The focus is to ensure consumer

safety, he said, noting that every-
thing will be done to ensure that
the business is conducted in a safe
environment by putting in place hy-
gienic conditions.

“A committee of experts in health
and wildlife will advise the minister
as required by regulations to ensure
that consumer safety is taken into
account,” he further noted.

Under new regulations published
recently, it is illegal to sell game
meat without a valid licence issued
by the TAWA conservation commis-
sioner.

Contravening this requirement
carries a fine of up to 5m/- or a five-
year jail sentence or both.

The provisions, contained in the
Wildlife Conservation (Game Meat
Selling) Regulations of 2020 put the
minimum penalty for offenders at
2m/-, while the minimum jail term
is one year.

The regulations were published
early February as Government No-
tice Number 84, stating that at least
51 percent of shares in companies
dealing in game meat should be
owned by Tanzanian citizens.
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set by SADC countries.

In the Judiciary the
percentage of women
judges in the High Court
is 30 while in the Court
of Appeal it is 38. In the
cabinet of  ministers,
women make up 18 percent
while for women deputy
ministers it is 33 percent.

“For the first time
the post of Union Vice
President is held by a
woman. From the given
statistics, you will see that
we have not been able to
attain gender equality to a
large measure,” she stated.

The population census
shows that the women
population is bigger than
men, therefore if women
cooperate well and trust
each other, they can uplift

the gender ratio, she
emphasized.
Research shows that

having more women in
political leadership has
been  contributed by
improvements in policy,
laws and the budget, she
said.

“It has also been found
that having more women
in managing corporations
in the private sector has
assisted in business growth
owing to a combination
of  special  expertise,
trustworthiness and
diligence,” the VP intoned.

She called upon the
network to enable young
women to learn to work
hard to bring positive

IR

changes in their areas of
responsibility, urging men
to be tolerant to women.

“We are women. Our
lives are surrounded by
many issues - children,
husband, mother and
leader. The truth is we
cannot do all those on our
own - we cannot do justice
and be accountable to
everyone depending on us.
As the victims are men, be
tolerant and kind,” she told
the gathering.

Dr John Jingu, the
Permanent Secretary in
the Ministry of Health
said the government has
implemented various
programmes to enable
women.

Conveying
from the

greetings
embassy of
Germany, the head
of Zonal Cooperation
Norzin  Grigoleit-Dagyab
said Tanzania has made
great strides in gender
equality. Establishing the
network will bring positive
achievements, she stated.

Norwegian Ambassador
Elizabeth Jacobsen said on
her part that she believes
the network will be a
voice for women, adding
an aspect of Norwegian
assistance to Tanzania on
women issues.

Swedish Ambassador
Anders Sjoberg said the
issue of gender equality
is a war that needs
cooperation to tackle and
remove obstacles to arrive
at gender equality.
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Tourists from various countries and tour guides celebrate after reaching the summit (Uhuru Peak) of Mount Kilimanjaro recently. Photo: Correspondent Woinde Shizza
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People with albinism cling to hope as elections near
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He said previously the
stigma on PWA was so high
as public awareness was
low, but now the situation
has changed. The stigma has
decreased dramatically and
public awareness is high, he
stated.

“Cases of child abandon-
ment have decreased com-
pared to previous years

when the centers were
flooded, but now the situa-
tion is calm and many chil-
dren have returned to their
parents,” he stated.

He said there has been
great success in employ-
ment as many people with
albinism have been identi-
fied and given good posi-
tionsin different institutions.
“We applaud appointments

of our colleagues to top
government positions, in-
cluding as envoy to foreign
capitals and as permanent
secretary for the ministry,”
he said, expressing gratitude
to the fifth phase govern-
ment for “recognizing the
potential of PWA and pro-
tecting our rights.”

UTSS has also thanked
President John Magufuli

for expressing his touching
concern for people with al-
binism and refusing to grant
pardon to those convicted of
murdering PWA.

The organization has also
expressed their concern
over the delay of cases, say-
ing that there is a pending
case since 2008 to the pre-
sent without judgment be-
ing delivered.

Despite the successes
there are still minor chal-
lenges including the excava-
tion of graves and take out
body parts, he pointed out.

However, in 2015 four peo-
ple were sentenced to death
after being found guilty of
murdering an albino wom-
an, and in 2016 16 people
were sentenced to death on
conviction of killing albinos.

In 2017, the High Court
sentenced six men to 20
years in jail each for chop-
ping off the hand of an albi-
no boy in the hope of selling
it as a witchcraft charm.

Then in 2018 the court
sentenced four people to
life imprisonment after they
were convicted of chopping
off the arm of a person with
albinism.

COVID-19 ruins Tanzanian
student’s New Year plans
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Commission for Human Rights and Good Governance chairman Judge (rtd) Mathew Mwaimu (L ) presents THBUB work plan for five years to Women Wake Up (Wowap)

representative who is also Special Seat MP Fatma Toufiq after a brief meeting held at Wowap offices in Dodoma yesterday. Photo: Mbaraka Kambona
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Dodoma city council searches for investors to boost grapes farming

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo,

Dodoma

DODOMA city council is search-
ing for potential investors to chip
in and invest in diverse larger

grapes projects.

The targeted projects will in-
clude production of grapes, sup-
port services to producers, value
addition in both, primary and sec-
ondary processing as well as mar-

keting.

According to Dodoma Invest-
ment Guide Document made avail-

Chamwino district.

cultivation.

able to the reporter, an investor is
invited on grapes plantation and
establishment of grape juice ex-
traction plant at Gawaye village, in

“The total size of the farm area is
367.5 hectares where 49 hectares
of land are already under grapes

Ground water is available to pro-
vide a year round irrigation. The
farm area is about 43 Kilometres
from Dodoma City Centre,” the
document reads in part.

The farm is owned by GAWAYE

Villages.
However,

AMCOS which consists of 100
members from Chinanga, Hom-
bolo, Gawaye, Zanka and Veyula

according to
document in question which was
blessed by Dodoma regional com-
missioner, Dr Binilith Mahenge,
another project that need an inves-
tor is grapes production project
including irrigation farming where
343 hectares of land is set aside at
Chinangali IT and Nagawai Jiji.

“An investor is needed to support
services to producers as well as en-

suring reliable markets,”
“Land allocated for this industry
is 3 hectares; and output volume

is 7,000 tonnes per year,” the key

the

document detailed.

Moreover, in Bahi district coun-
cil, an investor is needed to devel-
op grapes processing industry at
LUBALA Grape Farm project.

LUBALA Grape Farm is located
at Lamaiti Village in Lamaiti ward.
The total size of the farm area is
83.3 hectares with a possibility of
expansion. The farm area is about
25 Kilometres.
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Festival and experience
the rich culture of China.
We could only imagine
the great moments that
lied ahead of us, making
dumplings, posting spring
couplets, having New Year’s
Eve dinner, and so on we
were very excited.

But great enemy of the
nation called Coronavirus
emerged and turned
all the winter vacation
plans and dreams to
nothing. The start of the
epidemic brought us a
huge disappointment
accompanied by a lot of
anxieties and fears. We
realized that this situation
was getting serious when
we saw news showing
that the number of
people being affected was
increasing each day. The
government was taking
serious measures including
building  two  special
hospitals for this epidemic,
restricting movement of
people especially in the
source place of the country.
It was restricting public
transport in  different
zones to make sure that the
epidemic does not affect
larger numbers of people.
For wus, things changed
when we were asked to go
out with a mask on and
only when we had serious
needs could we go outside.

To be honest this period

has been  frustrating
and exhausting socially,
emotionally and

academically which was
difficult to cope with.
However, this has also
given us experience on
how China is able to
deal with these difficult
situations. It seems a very
expensive and resource
consuming  process -

restricting movement,
conducting quarantine,
hospital construction,
stopping business and
taking care of its people
in all important aspects.
Not every nation could
manage to do this. The
government seems SO
organized and focused
on preventing further
spread of the infection
inside China and around
the world. This has been
one of the biggest reasons
that made us believe
China will conquer this
epidemic, which reduced
our anxieties to some
degree. Furthermore, we
have learnt that people in
China are very cooperative
with the government in
containing the epidemic.
Most of them followed the
government’s instructions
by staying at home and
not visiting relatives and
friends during the Spring
Festival holiday.

Being students of medical
science, we have learnt so
much seeing news on how
healthcare workers have
been devoting themselves
to saving people who
are suffering from the
coronavirus disease. This is
putting their lives at risk for
others to live. They work
tirelessly day and night
away from their beloved
ones, which is more than
solidarity and loyalty.

Nevertheless, with all the
challenges being faced, we
are still surviving and we
would like to express our
heartfelt appreciation to
the Chinese government
and Central South
University, especially the
School of International
Education and the School
of Nursing.

The university has kept

us updated with new
developments about the
epidemic and the school
curriculum calendar,
which gave us more
confidence. We have been
receiving a lot of reminders
about preventive measures
against the spread of the
virus and what we should
do to protect ourselves.
We shared this information
with our families so that
they know how to protect
themselves too.

The university has been
providing three meals
every day for us and these
meals have been adequate
and always on time. The
university has also been
supplying masks for all
international students on
campus and checking our
body temperatures at least
twice a day to ensure early
detection of any symptoms
related to the coronavirus
infection.

Our mentors have been
acting like parents - making
phone calls and sending us
messages to check on us,
providing reassurance and
reminding us to adhere
to preventive measures.
Our personal needs have
also been met through our
group coordinators who
have gone an extra mile in
sourcing for our groceries
and other necessities upon
request during the time
we stayed in dormitories.

She and her assistant
even created a platform
on which international

students get to know each
student and report on their
health status, etc.

This may seem little but
trust me, it has made us
more able to cope with
the epidemic and develop
a positive feeling of being
valued and loved.
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A Good Samaritan offers a helping hand to a motorcycle rider who slipped down from his bike while transporting bags of charcoal at Chanika in the

outskirts of Dar es Salaam region yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

Muhimbili embarks on programme
to train referral hospitals’ surgeons
on latest breast cancer procedure

By Henry Mwangonde

THE Muhimbili National Hospital (MNH)
has embarked on a programme to train
surgeons from referral hospitals across the
country on a new operation procedure that
eliminates the deadly breast cancer cells
without removing the infected organ as it
was case in the past.

MNH started offering the advanced treat-
ment services last year which experts say
is a milestone because the previous proce-
dure that required the removal of the in-
fected breast caused trauma to patients due
to consequent changes in the looks that
came with the removal of the organ that is
crucial part of a woman’s beauty.

Speaking when he addressed journalists
yesterday, Dr Caspar Haule a general sur-
geon at MNH said since the services were
established at the hospital 152 patients had
received the treatment and the plan was to
extend it to regional hospitals.

“The good thing is that awareness is in-
creasing and we have seen a number of
people who are going for early checkup in-
creasing overtime, we believe if the services
can be offered by various other hospitals, it
will help reduce the challenges,” he said.

According to Dr Haule here in Tanzania
the surgeries are conducted by general
surgeons while in developed countries it
is conducted by special experts who have
received training on the matter.

The technology known as breast conserv-
ing surgery was being launched as an al-
ternative to mastectomy surgery following
the recent procurement of state-of-the-art
cancer care and treatment machines at the
Ocean Road Cancer Institute (ORCI).

Breast cancer incidence rates are higher
in high-income countries than in low- and
middle-income countries but deaths are
higher in low and middle income countries,
due to limited capacity to implement pre-
vention, early detection and treatment pro-
grammes saying in Tanzania, breast cancer
represents 14.4per cent of new cancers
among women.

It is the second most common cancer
and second leading cause of cancer mor-
tality among women in Tanzania but also
the most common cause of cancer deaths
among women worldwide, representing
25-35-per cent of all female cancer cases.

The lifetime risk for developing breast
cancer in Tanzania is approximately 1 in
20, and approximately half of all women
diagnosed with breast cancer die of the
disease because approximately 80 per cent
of women diagnosed with breast cancer in
Tanzania are diagnosed at advanced stages
(III or 1IV), when treatment is less effective
hence poor outcomes.

Successful breast cancer control de-
mands integrating early detection pro-
grammes with accurate diagnosis and
timely, accessible and effective treatments
in multidisciplinary approach.

‘Neglected Tropical Diseases affect 30 million Tanzanians’

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame,
Arusha

HALF of the country’s popula-
tion suffer from Neglected Tropi-
cal Diseases, a figure accounting
for nearly 30 million Tanzanians
suffering from Neglected Tropi-
cal Diseases, according to health
experts.

Health experts are meeting in
Dar es Salaam today to set agen-
daregarding the future strategies
in combating the NTDs.

In collaboration with the
World Health Organisation, the
Uniting to combat Neglected
Tropical Diseases (NTDs), the ex-
perts are hosting the event in Dar
es Salaam today to discuss ne-
glected tropical diseases such as

trachoma, leprosy and bilharzia.

According to Dr Okito Vanessa
Wedi the senior policy and advo-
cacy consultant for the Uniting
to Combat Neglected Tropical
Diseases, the meeting is also spe-
cifically going to set agenda for
the World Health Organization’s
road map for Neglected Tropical
Diseases 2021-2030.

Neglected Tropical Diseases in

Tanzania include onchocerciasis,
Iymphatic filariasis (elephantia-
sis), soil-transmitted helminths,
schistosomiasis, trachoma and
leprosy. In 2018, according to
WHO, more than 37 million peo-
ple in Tanzania were treated for
elephantiasis, accounting for 77
per cent in the country.

The eventisaglobal campaign
to raise awareness on NTDs; and

introduce Youth Combatting
NTDs, the first-ever global NTD
youth movement.

Dynamic speakers at the gath-
ering include the director of the
department of control of NTDs
from World Health Organization
in Geneva, Dr Mwelecele Ntuli
Malecela; the Director of Uniting
to Combat NTDs, Thoko Elphick-
Pooley; Founder of the Future

Africa Forum, Gerald Chirinda;
youth representatives and NTD
experts from Tanzania.

A press statement from the
organizers indicates that Dr Ma-
lecela is expected to discuss the
new WHO road map for Neglect-
ed Tropical Diseases 2021-2030,
which will set the global NTD
agenda for the next decade.

“As one of the top 10 highest

burden countries for Neglected
Tropical Diseases, Tanzania has a
significant role to play in ending
these devastating diseases that
affect 1.5 billion of the world’s
poorest people. NTDs disable,
disfigure and sometimes kill,
trapping communities in end-
less cycles of poverty and costing
countries billions of dollars every
year.
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Heavy rains, floods destroy
over 100 houses in Kahama

By Guardian Correspondent, Kahama

TORRENTIAL rains and floods had
destroyed more than 100 houses and
left hundreds of people homeless in
Bugarama ward in Msalala Council,
Kahama district.

Bugarama ward disaster manage-
ment secretary Benjamin Ngamba
made the remarks here when pre-
senting a report to a meeting which
brought together various disaster
management groups organized by
a non-profit organization ‘Capacity
Building Initiative for Poverty Alle-
viation (CABUIPA).’

According to him, since the ‘masi-
ka rains’ commenced this year, 117
houses have been destroyed thus
leaving hundreds of people home-
less.

their relatives. So we are calling for
disaster management groups and
other people to extend their support
for the families,” he said.
CABUIPA-disaster risk reduction
project officer Projestus Bakenga
said that the organization will con-
tinue working closely with the com-
munity to reduce disaster risks.
According to him, the disaster risk
reduction project is funded by Ox-
fam whereby among other things,
works to support communities en-
gage in modern agriculture to boost
productivity and their incomes.
Agnes Kalumina from Tupendane
group said that majority of the peo-
ple had little knowledge on how to
respond and overcome disaster risks
so he government and stakeholders
have an important role in disaster

enhanced awareness and prepared-
ness of their communities.

In his remarks, Msalala acting dis-
trict executive director (DED) Ezedia
Solomon said that the government
has been educating the public on
measures to reduce risks of disasters
and it will continue strengthening
efforts to ensure that every commu-

nity is reached.

Most of the victims are
living with their rela-
tives. So we are calling
for disaster managemen
groups and other people
to extend their support

Tanga district council director Daudi Mahej (2nd R) shakes hands with NBC business director Elvis Ndunguru moments after

the inauguration of Tanga business club recently. Looking on are head of small and medium customers, Evance Luhimbo (R)

“Most of the victims are living with  risk reduction by contributing to the  for the families,

and Tanga branch manager Asia Chambega. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

ZAMBIA CARGO & LOGISTICS LIMITED

Plot No. 237, Kurasini Area
Mear Dock Yard

P.O Box 105638, Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania

Phone: +255 22 2851471/4
Fax :+255 22 2851640
Email: info@zamcargo.co.tz

Mukuba Depot

PROCUREMENT NOTICE
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

TENDER FOR THE PROVISION OF VARIOUS SERVICES
FOR ZAMBIA CARGO & LOGISTICS LIMITED ON A ONE
YEAR RUNNING CONTRACT

1. Zambia Cargo & Logistics is a wholly owned state enterprise of the Government of the
Republic of Zambia, supervised by the Industrial Development Corporation (IDC)
based in Lusaka. The Company's current corporate head office and its main operations
centre, Mukuba Depot, is located in Kurasini area, in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania next to
the Dock Yard.

2. Zambia Cargo & Logistics Limited has made a provision in its 2020 Budget towards
the Procurement for the Provision of the below listed services FY 2020 and it now
invites sealed bids from eligible bidders.

3. Bidding will be conducted through Open National Bidding procedures consistent with

Govt finalises plans for construction of
medical equipment factory in Simiyu

By Guardian Reporter, Simiyu

THE government has finalised
plans for the construction a big fac-
tory for the manufacture of medical
equipment and cotton processing in
Simiyu region to increase crop pro-
duction.

The Minister of State in the Prime
Minister’s Office (Investments) An-
gela Kairuki revealed this here yes-
terday and added that the medical
equipment factory whose founda-
tion stone will be laid in May, this
year will solve the challenges of im-
porting medical equipment from
abroad.

“The government has been incur-
ring big costs to import pesticides.
However after the construction of a
cotton processing plant this problem
will be solved,” she said.

Speaking at the forum that brought
together the government, investors
and business people in Simiyu re-
gion aimed to evaluate various chal-
lenges and proposals thereof that

business environment, Kairuki said
the government has given priority to
the production of strategic crops in-
cluding cotton.

“The government’s aim is to reduce
imports of goods including raw ma-
terials from abroad something which
robbed the country of appropriate
incomes and reducing local investors’
ability to enhance their investment
capitals,” she said.

She also called upon the Dar es
Salaam Stock Exchange (DSE) to see
how best it can extend its services
countrywide to enable many people
invest in  shares to increase their
capitals.

On his part, the Simiyu Regional
Commissioner Anthony Mtaka said
his region is prepared to ensure
the existing businesses and invest-
ment opportunities in the region
are worked upon in order to drive
speedy development strides and
called upon the government authori-
ties to assist in solving challenges
facing the business people and in-

“It is important for government
authorities to have special inspec-
tion procedures on investors and
business people so that factories
continue production timely ,” said
RC Mtaka.

On his part, the Deputy Minister for
Natural Resources and Tourism Con-
stantine Kanyasu said Simiyu region
has many opportunities in tourism sec-
tor hence it is the responsibility for the
authorities to work together with stake-
holders and the ministry to advertise its
attractions in the region, especially for
being close to Serengeti National Park.
He said in improving the environment
of tourism business, the government
has removed the ‘single entry’ levy so
as to attract tourists to visit wildlife ar-
eas in Simiyu region.

In the same vein, the Deputy Minis-
ter in the Vice President’s Office (Union
Affairs and Environment) Mussa Sima
urged business people to use the ex-
isting opportunities to invest while
adhering to the country’s laws and
regulations for sustainable invest-

the Public Procurement Act No. 12 of 2008 of the Laws of Zambia and the Public
Procurement Regulations of 2011.

4. Qualifications requirements are provided in the Bidding Documents.

5. Zambia Cargo & Logistics Ltd now invites sealed bids for the services from
experienced and reputable service providers as follows:

S/n| Tender Number Descriptions

1 ZCL/2020/G/01 Tender for Contract for Supply of Office Stationeries

2 ZCL/2020/SC/02 | Tender for Contract for Provision of Electrical and Air
Conditioning services and repairs

3 ZCL/2020/SC/03 | Tender for Provision of General Maintenance and
Plumbing Services

4 ZCL/2020/SC/04 | Tender for Provision of Transportation of Empties/Full 20ft
& 40ft Containers to and from Tanzania Ports Authority.

City

Account Name

Swift Code

6. Bidding documents may be obtained from the Procurement Department, Zambia Cargo &
Logistics Ltd, Head office, upon payment of a non-refundable fee of TZS 150,000/= via online
transfer to the below account details;

: ZAMBIA CARGO & LOGISTICS LIMITED

Account Number : 0010015403983601
Currency : (TZS)
Branch Name : PSPF

: Dar es Salaam

DIRECTOR & CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
ZAMBIA CARGO & LOGISTICS LTD LIMITED

: ECOCTZTZ

7. Bids shall be valid for a period of 90 days after Bid closing and must be accompanied by a
duly authorized bid securing declaration form duly signed by the Guarantor(s), and delivered
together with the bidding documents. HOWEVER TELEGRAPHIC AND/OR ELECTRONIC
OFFERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED

8. The Bids must be appropriately bound, sealed and bold labeled with the Tender Number &
Descriptions applied for and placed into the Tender Box on the Ground Floor of the main
administration building, (Zambia Cargo & Logistics Ltd, Kurasini Area, Near Dock Yard, and
P.O Box 105638, Dar es Salaam, at or before 10.00 hours local time on 20th March, 2020 and
bid opening will follow afterwards on the same day at 10.30hrs. Electronic bids shall not be
accepted and late bids will be rejected.

will help to improve investment and  vestors.

ment.

Government is doing well,
says Mara TCCIA chairman

By Guardian Correspondent, Musoma

THE government is doing well as a facilitator of invest-
ments and doing businesses in an easy and orderly way, Mara
Regional chairman of the Tanzania Chamber of Commerce,
Industry and Agriculture, Boniphace Ndengo, declared here
yesterday.

Commenting on the outcome of the joint meeting of public
and private sector representatives which ended here recently,
Ndengo said that it was his first time to witness a minister and
two deputy ministers participating devotedly in a meeting of
that nature and at that level.

“This was a meeting that discussed issues openly and in
depth. We discussed complexities, problems and challenges
that have always stood in the way of attracting investments
and doing business in our region. There was vivid sincer-
ity in having all the issues cleared,” he reported, adding: “we
have faith in this government and in its determination to cre-
ate conducive environment to doing business and attracting
investments into this region.”

The chairman said he had never seen ministers sharing a
common table and jointly finding solutions to problems and
challenges put before the meeting.

“The (just-ended) meeting was sufficient proof of the sin-
cerity of the government when it addresses issues about
promoting investments and an enabling environment for do-
ing businesses. We shall cooperate with the government in
implementing socio-economic development objectives,” he
pledged.

The meeting was attended by Minister of State in the Prime
Minister’s Office (Investment) Angellah Kairuki, Deputy Fi-
nance Minister Ashatu Kijaji and Deputy Minister for Trade
and Industry Stella Manyanya. The meeting adopted guide-
lines for attracting investments into the region and for doing
of business that looks orderly. Kairuki ordered the Tanzania
Investment Centre (TIC) to work closely with the region in im-
plementing the guidelines.

Mara Regional Commissioner Adam Malima said the meet-
ing presented members of the business community a good
opportunity to present their grievances so that they could be
solved by the government.

The RC also identified key and potential sectors of economy,
saying that they needed to be fully utilized and stimulate eco-
nomic growth and development of the region.

“It is the high time now to create wealth and wellbeing of
our people if all these investment and business opportunities
are fully exploited. I am confident that through these consul-
tative meetings we can move ahead,” Malima explained.

TIC Lake Zone Manager Pendo Gondwe promised to ensure
identified investment and business opportunities in Mara Re-

Minister irked by TRC
procurement delay of
locomotive spare parts

By Guardian Correspondent,
Morogoro

TANZANIA Railways Cor-
poration (TRC) has been di-
rected to procure spare parts
to rehabilitate  locomotives
in time in order to improve
the country’s rail transport
system.

Deputy Minister for Trans-
port and Communications
eng Atashasta Nditiye issued
the directives yesterday dur-
ing his visit at the Morogoro
TRC workshop and saw on-
going repair work of locomo-
tives.

He also visited assembly
workshop of seven new lo-
comotives being performed
by SMH Rail from Malaysia in
collaboration of Tanzanian
engineers.

During his visit the min-
ister discovered that TRC
normally takes a long time
to make purchases of spare
parts and oil for completion
of repair work of locomo-
tives

“You have to stop that hab-
it. If there are challenges of
payments for spare parts, the
TRC management must work
on that,” he said.

He said there was no rea-
son for taking over three
months to obtain locomo-
tive spare parts after which
engineers take two month to
repair one locomotive.

“We are thankful at this
workshop we have experts
who are ready to work hard

to ensure our trains run
smoothly and are also ready
to train the youth so that they
can later take over the job,”
he said.

On his part, the TRC Moro-
goro workshop manager Eng.
Edgar Bakuza admitted over
the existence of challenges
facing the procurement of
spare parts for locomotives
at the workshop, saying they
were working hard in collab-
oration of the TRC manage-
ment and other stakeholders
to solve the challenges and”
we believe soon the issue will
be history,” he explained.

He said they are continuing
renovating seven shunting
locomotives at the railways
yards and added that af-
ter the arrival of vital spare
parts that are on their way,
the work will be completed
within the timeframe.

He said the seven shunt-
ing locomotives will relieve
ordinary locomotives from
shunting to be used for nor-
mal hauling of trains to up-
country.

TRC director for adminis-
tration and human resources
Halima Lumuli also admitted
the existence of challenges
facing procurement of spare
parts but promised they will
work hard to ensure TRC
runs smoothly.

She also added that TRC
will ensure workers’ wel-
fare is improved including
training of mechanics at the
workshop for better TRC op-
erations.
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By Guardian Correspondent, Mwanza

THE Prevention and Combating of Cor-
ruption Bureau (PCCB) in Mwanza Region is
expected to drag to Court four officers one
from the Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA)
and three from the Mwanza Urban Water
Supply and Sanitation Authority (MWAUWA-
SA) over bribery allegations.

Addressing the media yesterday, PCCB
boss for Mwanza Emanuel Stenga said the
TRA officer Boniface Mwasamboma was ar-
rested by PCCB after he was caught receiving
400,000/- from a Im/- bribe that he request-
ed which is against section 15(1)(a) of the anti-
crime Act.

“The officer took a Tax Identification Num-
ber from a business man and ordered him to
give Im/- so that he does not take any further
action but we received information where

Four Mwanza officials to appear
in court over bribery allegations

we caught him through our traps, we have
all the evidence and we will be taking him to
court,” he said.

In another development three MWAU-
WASA officers were caught by PCCB over
document forgery allegations with an aim
of stealing from their employer which is
against section 22 (11) of the anti-corruption
Act, 2007.

He said the suspects; Thobias Kabwalo
who was the finance manager, Gadeni Che-
gele who was the technical manager and
Marco Mkungu the assistant accountant
were arrested for allegedly forging docu-
ments and stole money amounting to 26m/-.

The regional anti-corruption boss called
upon civil servants to be law abiding citizens
by being accountable saying all the suspects
will appear in court soon to answer corrup-

Minister of Foreign Affairs and East African Cooperation, Prof Palamagamba Kabudi shakes hand with Commonwealth Secretary-General, Patricia Scot-

land after having talks at the organization’s Small States Office in Geneva, Switzerland yesterday. Photo: Foreign Affairs

tion charges.

The officer took a Tax Identification Number from a busi-
ness man and ordered him to give 1m/- so that he does
not take any further action but we received information
where we caught him through our traps, we have all the
evidence and we will be taking him to court,

Education officers demoted over allegedly failure to curb truancy

By Correspondent Michael Sikapund-
wa, Morogoro

THREE ward education of-
ficers and ten school heads in
Morogoro District Council have
been demoted from their posi-
tions after failing to fight truan-
cy in their respective areas.

Acting Morogoro Regional
Administrative Secretary (RAS),
Eng Joyce Baravuga said that
the move came after a special
task force, which was formed to
investigate why the district per-
formed poorly in the last year’s

examinations.

The team, which carried out
the investigation in almost all
schools in the district, involved
three regional education offi-
cials.

The official said that after per-
forming the task, the team sub-
mitted the report, which among
other things allegedly that offic-
ers have failed to fulfill their re-
sponsibilities of improving edu-
cation in the district.

Bavaruga named the demoted
officials as Rashidi Mziwanda
from Bwakila juu ward, Lumbert

Mkinga, from Ngelengele ward
and Mapambano Njayo educa-
tion officer in Mkuyuni ward.

The heads of schools are from
Kwamba, Matuli, Vuleni, Lu-
gange, Mzozo, Bags, Milawilila,
Lubasazi, Singisa and Kidunda
primary schools.

“The demotion of three of-
ficials and ten head teachers
will be a lesson for others who
have such behaviours..since
the government spends billions
of money monthly to accom-
modate transport and fuel costs
for all ward education officers

plus 200,000/- incentive pro-
vided to heads of school..thus
funds should then be translated
into good results which include
supervising attendance and
children performance in school
and national examinations,”
she said.

Bavaruga noted that most
of schools in the district have
been performing poorly in the
examinations something which
is contributed by chronic tru-
ancy.

“National examinations re-
sults for Morogoro region re-

main a shame. For example five
schools namely Malani located
in Kolelo ward, Ukwama of Ka-
sanga ward, Kumba located
Bwakila Juu ward, Baga and
Ng'weme located at Mkombozi
ward are the schools emerged
in the last five positions in the
Primary School Leaving Exami-
nations (PSLE) 2019,” she said.
“In district level, Kumba pri-
mary emerged the last out of
92 schools... this means that it
scored zero in performance
percentage as well as pupils’
performance but since then

there is no further efforts taken
by local ward and school lead-
ership to curb the challenge,”
he added.

For his part, regional aca-
demic officer, Jackson Mpanku-
ly, ordered the schools to work
day and night and make sure
that they improve performance
in the future examinations.

“This will be achieved by
completing topics at right time,
empowering standard two
children to master Arithmetic,
reading and writing (ARW), con-
ducting weekly test plus evalu-

ation, offer meals for pupils,
remedial teaching, community
and parental engagement in
improving teaching and learn-
ing infrastructures,” he said.

Head teacher at Dakawa
Primary School, Subira Salum
promised immediate changes
saying that all the directives
will be implemented on time
for better results.

“We are however calling upon
the government to improve
teaching and learning infra-
structures to support smooth
learning,” she said.

Coalition thumbs up
Magufuli’s decision

to appoint CHRAGG
top commissioners

By Guardian Correspondent

THE Tanzania Human Rights Defenders Coalition
(THRDC) have commended the decision made by President
John Magufuli to appoint Commissioners of the Commis-
sion for Human rights and good governance (CHRAGG).

Onesmo Olengurumwa, the THRDC National Coordinator
applauded the decision during the meeting with CHRAGG
chairperson, retired Judge Mathew Mwaimu, at CHRAGG of-
fices in Dodoma on Monday this week.

He said THRDC was among various stakeholders who ad-
vocated for the appointment of CHRAGG Commissioners
saying Commission being without commissioners was not
healthy and impeded the prosperity of human rights and
good governance within the country.

Olengurumwa said the decision was received positively
by many human rights stakeholders believing that the deci-
sion will foster easy implementation of CHRAGG services to
local citizens.

He added that Commission as the National Human Rights
Institution is their major stakeholder therefore they will
continue to combine efforts towards making sure that the
country is upholding the respect of human rights and prin-
cipals of good governance.

“The commission is our constitutional institution which
has huge support to local citizens, but also we understand
that CHRAGG alone cannot do everything thus we partner
to supplement where they cannot reach,” Olengurumwa
said.

He continued to say that CHRAGG being without decision
makers for a long time caused the dwindling of its many ac-
tivities, but now he believe that things will move.

He said the delay of appointment also led to deteriorating
of cooperation between CHRAGG and other human rights
stakeholders.

However, Olengurumwa assured close cooperation to
CHRAGG saying they have to convene another meeting as
soon as possible to explore areas of cooperation, but to be-
gin with he promised to enhance capacity of CHRAGG offic-
ers on human rights defending skills.

Earlier, when welcoming the THRDC National Coordi-
nator, the CHRAGG chairperson, Judge Mathew Mwaimu
briefly explained about mandate of CHRAGG and plan’s for
this year.

Judge Mwaimu also pledged continuous cooperation to
all stakeholders including THRDC insisting CHRAGG with-
out other stakeholders can not fulfil its responsibilities
properly.

President John Magufuli appointed CHRAGG commis-
sioners late last year after CHRAGG operations for almost
three years without its top officials.
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environment in the country yesterday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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Government officers, investors and business community attend consultative meeting held in Simiyu region to discuss challenges and present recommendations to improve business
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UDSM mulls building grand innovation hub

By Getrude Mbago

THE University of Dar es Salaam
(UDSM) is planning to build grand
innovation hub, which is aimed at
boosting a national knowledge and
produce more competent and in-
novative experts who will be able
to transform their communities
through innovation.

Deputy Director of Innovation,
Dr Amelia Buriyo said that the var-
sity through its Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Centre (UDIEC)
is mulling to ensure that it equips
more young people with essential
innovative skills to enable them
establish their own businesses and

thus fight employment crisis in the
country.

Dr Buriyo said this in Dar es
Salaam yesterday when briefing
journalists on various successes
achieved by the centre.

According to her, the hub will
among other things, offer work-
shops, local lectures and thus be-
coming a local centre for innova-
tion, contributing to enhanced
cross-sector partnerships with pri-
vate sector, academic institutions
and entrepreneurship hubs.

“Since its establishment in 2015,
the UDIEC has supported a number
of young people in the area of in-
novation and employment. We ex-

pect that in the two coming years,
we will have the hub to support the
population with skills needed to
drive innovation and develop solu-
tions that accelerate development,”
she said.

She said that in the current
2019/20 financial year the varsity
set aside 1.4bn/- to support research
and innovation at the UDSM main
campus, the Dar es Salaam Univer-
sity College of Education (DUCE)
and Mkwawa University College of
Education (MUCE).

Dr Buriyo further urged young
people to be creative by producing
innovative ideas which will enable
them employ themselves and trans-

form their communities.

The deputy director cited ‘Smart-
Class’ as among the newly estab-
lished local innovative company
which has been incubated and nur-
tured under UDIEC and is now do-
ing better while serving thousands
of Tanzanians.

She said that ‘SmartClass’” is an
online platform that connects
learners/students to qualified and
certified private tutors/experts
both online and offline.

She said that due to its innovative
service, SmartClass has been short-
listed among top 16 innovators for
this year’s Commonwealth Youth
Awards scheduled for March 11, this

year.

Speaking, Salvatory Kessy, the
founder of ‘SmartClass’ expressed
his joy for emerging among top
16 extraordinary innovators and
vowed to continue producing best
work.

Kessy said the firm links low-cost
qualified and vetted tutors and stu-
dents interested in learning basic
skills such as numeracy, literacy,
computing, agriculture and lan-
guages thus contributing to achieve
the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) number four which works
to ensure inclusive and equitable
quality education and promote life-
long learning opportunities for all.
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PASS to launch magazine to further boost
communication within agribusiness sector

By Guardian Reporter

THE private Agricultural Sector Sup-
port - Pass (Trust) is today expected to
launch special magazine aimed at en-
hancing communication among stake-
holders in the country’s agribusiness
industry.

The new magazine dubbed “The
Agribusiness” is one of its kind in Tan-
zania targeting to link stakeholders in
the agribusiness sector for purposes
of promoting communication among
investors in the sector.

“The Agribusiness Magazine enters
Tanzania’s press market as a unique
communications platform targeting
the agribusiness sector and stakehold-
ers who have invested in the agribusi-
ness sector thus supporting the coun-
try’s industrialisation agenda,” said
PASS managing director, Nicomed Bo-
hay.

The agricultural sector in Tanzania
is the major driver of Tanzania’s econ-
omy. It accounts for 25% of the national

GDP, contributing an average of 95% of
the national food requirement as well
as 65% employment to its population.
Bohay says there is need for a proper
platform where stakeholders in the
sector can communicate, share oppor-
tunities as well as learn best practices.

“The aim is also to rally stakeholders
in the agribusiness sector in Tanzania
into propelling this sector towards
contributing towards the country’s
economic development through iden-
tification of challenges and opportuni-
ties,” said Bohay.

There exist hundreds of institutions
working to promote and support the
agribusiness sector in Tanzania.

The government has announced
plans to make Tanzania a middle-in-
come country by 2025 and the country
iS opening up to many new investors.
Bohay believes that with this expan-
sion, comes the demand for more com-
munication platforms.

“In view of this, there is need for
these investors to access not only infor-

mation but quality, timely and reliable
agribusiness information, useful for ag-
ribusiness to thrive in Tanzania.

The Private Agricultural Sector Sup-
port TRUST who are the producers and
publishers of the magazine envisages a
magazine that will be a one-stop shop
for all agribusiness information needs
that include professionally done ar-
ticles, feature stories, commentaries,
opinions, opportunities in the agribusi-
ness sector among many other sec-
tions.

According to the PASS MD, the mag-
azine (that will be produced twice a
year) provides insights into agribusi-
ness entrepreneurship in Tanzania and
beyond and outlines potential path-
ways for support that bolsters such en-
terprise development. It explores four
topical themes that are at the core of
agribusiness in this context - achiev-
ing success at scale through financial
linkages, women’s entrepreneurship,
youth entrepreneurship, and agribusi-
ness in challenging environments.
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Chief of Defence Forces General Venance Mabeyo (R) and Chief of National Service Brigadier General Charles Mbuge un-
veil the curtain to inaugurate the National Service headquarters at Chamwino- Buigiri in Dodoma region yesterday, Photo:
Correspondent Peter Mkwavila
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People are the business...Our business is people!

Geita Gold Mining Ltd (GGML) is Tanzania’s leading gold producer with a single operation in Geita Region. The company is a subsidiary of AngloGold Ashanti, an
international gold producer headquartered in South Africa, with operations in more than ten countries, in four continents. The mine is situated in the Lake Victoria Gold
fields of North Western Tanzania, only about 85 km’s from Mwanza City and 20 km’s South East of the nearest point of Lake Victoria. The company has its head office
in Geita, only 5 Km’s west of the fast-growing town of Geita, and also a supporting office in Dar es Salaam. Applications are invited from ambitious, energetic and
performance driven individuals to fill in vacant position(s) mentioned below:
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Geita Gold Mining Limited

VACANCY

People are the business...Our business is people!

Geita Gold Mining Ltd (GGML) is Tanzania’s leading gold producer with a single operation in Geita Region. The company is a subsidiary of
AngloGold Ashanti, an international gold producer headquartered in South Africa, with operations in more than ten countries, in four continents.
The mine is situated in the Lake Victoria Gold fields of North Western Tanzania, only about 85 km'’s from Mwanza City and 20 km’s South East of
the nearest point of Lake Victoria. The company has its head office in Geita, only 5 Km’s west of the fast-growing town of Geita, and also a
supporting office in Dar es Salaam. Applications are invited from ambitious, energetic and performance driven individuals to fill in vacant

position(s) mentioned below: Position: Manager - Security Surface.
Position: Security Superintendent - Tiechnology Job Number: GGM-2020-XAP-03.
Job Number: GGM-2020-XAP-02. Number of Positions: 01,
Number of Works For: Senior Manager Security.
N 01.
Positions: > Relevant tertiary qualification in security or risk management
Works For: Manager - Security UG & Production Qualifications: » No criminal record
> As required by in-country specific legislative requirements!
»  High School, Diploma or equivalent; Tertiary qualification or equivalent in electronics is required! — S - - - -
Qualifications: >  No criminal record Experience: »  Minimum of 15 years’ experience in Securlty gf W.hICh 5 years shpuld _have bgen atla Management level.
> As required by in-country specific legislative requirements » Able to understand the nature of the gold mining industry and to identify business risks.
> Five (5) years Security Systems experience Purpose of the Role: » To manage security for Surface Operations through leading the Compliance & Assurance, GGM Operations and Star & Comet sub
>  Project management would be an advantage; functions.
Experience: »  Experience in risk management functions; » Deploy initiatives and plans gather analysis and exercise security management within surface mining operations and Compliance &
»  Solid knowledge and experience of Security Technology Systems; Assurance function.
> Knowledge and experience in IT Networks, including security IP and Radio communication systems. » Manage the Rapid Response Protocol, policies and standards for GGM that is based on Minimum use of Force and AGA Global
Purpose of the » To assist the Security Manager in the efficient and optimization of all security systems, maintenance of system Security performance requirements.
Role: infrastructures and operation of these systems. » Manage the integrated Security Response and Simulation Program that will lead to the development of security staff responding to

»  Model behavior that is|consistent with the AngloGold Ashanti Safety Vision and Values . Eecurlty rgl;tgdt emelrgegmef. | stakeholders in developing the ISSP

» Contribute to the identification of safety risks and resolve and escalating emerging issues that impact on area of ngage with Intemal and extermal slakenolders In developing the 15oF. . ) N ) L
accountability. » Develop a work program and action plan for each Security Risk with a view to identifying and implementing improvement

>  Maintain processes to| provide a safe workplace e.g. leading safety toolbox talks, inspecting planned task observations, strategies. ) ) ) o .
reviewing job safety analysis documentation and conducting work inspections to all employees and external service > Ensure the Qevelopment of a proactive maintenance and problem-solving work process and the continuity and system stability
providers undertaking|work within your area of accountability to reduce the number of significant hazards towards zero remain consistent. ] i ) ) ) )
lost time injuries. » Develop plans for GGM and Star & Comet, ensuring the recording and reporting of security events to the Senior Security Manager

»  Set safety goals annually for area of accountability occurs in a timely and accurate manner.

>  Ensure that all systems and equipment required to perform duties is in good working order. » Provide a secure environment for the conduct of mining activities and security of its assets within the tenement by monitoring and

»  Implement and maintgin a work schedule for Maintenance work (planned maintenance schedules), regular inspections, applying security standards and procedures.
daily repairs and services, task assignments. » The Operations (Surface) Manager will engage with internal and external stakeholders ensuring compliance with security

»  Analyze the efficiency|of the system by continuously evaluating the systems availability and additional requirements for standards when transporting mineralised material, controlled chemicals and explosives.
optimization. » Recommend and implement procedures after evaluating conditions (against security standards) and monitoring these procedures

? Define, de_velop, synergies an_d optimize system and administrative progedures y to ensure the protection of gold/company assets within the tenement of Geita Gold Mine.

> Develop, implement and maintain a recovery procedure to cope with emergency conditions such as severe work Main or Key > Oversee the processing of criminal and disciplinary cases relating to all security surface related none conformities
overload, hardware breakdown, and software failure, reduced operations and defunct operations. Accountabilities: > Manage system and implementation of technologies during and after covert operations or when relocation of surveillance

»  Maintain work schedules as required for the configuration / setup / maintenance of surveillance equipment, access equipment is deemed necessary

. control, intrqder alafms and_ information manggemgnt systems for Metallurgy, Operations & Services. ] . > Oversee the security accountability of fuel management monitoring and reporting system

> Ensure the installation, maintenance, reconfiguration, upgrade of software and record keeping of alarm configuration of » Ensure the development and expansion of the CCTV control room function to optimize performance output of technologies
all Alarm and Satellite Tracking Systems ) deployed in the surface mining operation and areas of accountability.

> Er:js_ure/ the alltozatlog agc:] m;/)lementathcl)ln t(where applicable) of CCTV network and cameras, access systems, alarms, > Manage legal compliance to securing of dormant pits and PL’s

Main or Key > rcao.lgf dir::tpe e:p?ecizrin:tall;?ongeg; Irr:esqieitl?/vnhsen and where needed » Oversee the coordination of incident reviews and feedback sessions as required and monitor improvement opportunities via
Accountabilities: »  Co-ordinate the availability of effective radio/repeater communications \ WMRS, AURI.SK and .thmth active engagement with thelrelevant I_Dgpartment. - . )

» Co-ordinate effective issuing of access badges only after the route on the routing form is completed to employees, ” Over;ee the integration (.Jf th.e CCT_VlcontroI room detection capablhty and coordination qf Rapid Response Units S
contractors, visitors and representatives ensuring that it is done in strict accordance with the access profile as specified » Identify and report security risks within your area of accountability and report to the Senior Security Manager such risks in order to
on the routihg form assist him in developing strategies to counter/mitigate the risks.

>  Ensure adherence to the procedure on access badge administration. » Promote the Integrated Security Sector Program and drive behavioural change through the development of an internal

>  Ensure the issue of temporary passwords in cases of emergency communications plan targeting all employees and contractors. )

>  Conduct realistic threat evaluations on software, data documentation, supplies and effectiveness of Control Room > Collaborate and engage with peers in mining, environment and auxiliary services
operation and procedures. »  Ensure preparation of annual budget for the surface security function and audit plan versus budget

> Assist in the forecasting of next budget cycle requirements > Compliance Accountabilities:

»  Continuously identify and maintain cost savings initiatives * 19.1 Awareness/management of declaration of conflict of interest of direct reports

»  Monitor and control overtime * 19.2 Awareness/management of SOX control accountabilities

»  The results of the work and the results of the working behaviors of Subordinates * 19.3 Awareness/management of Delegation of Authority

> Eﬁgdi(\j/‘elyt modelling values-based behaviors and applying all managerial leadership practices in relation to *  19.4 Awarenessimanagement of reporting (weekly/monthly/quarterly/annual) requirements

ubordinates n -

»  Build and maintaining a team of Subordinates capable of doing the necessary work Iechnlcal Competenm_es . .

»  Conduct risk assessment / audits as required concerning plant and system issues and provide management reports and > Demonstrate effective knowledge & understanding of Safety, Health & Environment Management
update AURISK accordingly policies and procedures, OSHE legislation and principles in and around workplace

>  Co-ordinate inventories and listing of all equipment and materials in control rooms / plants, equipment rooms, technician ~ (PPE requirements, housekeeping standards); o o
offices, workshops and storerooms » Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of good financial management practices including

>  Implement and maintain relevant logbooks and registers pertaining to the job principles of budgeting and financial management;

>  Submit monthly reports on Control Room operations, systems, equipment and material utilization as well as repairs, » Demonstrate an understanding of business model, structure and knowledge of the roles and
maintenance and relocations accountabilities of collateral and cross functional team members;

»  Ensure daily checks on equipment faults and actions and update maintenance schedule if required » Demonstrate the knowledge & application of managerial leadership;

> Define, develop, synergies and optimize administrative procedures for the department > Demonstrate the knowledge & application of ethical conduct and compliance with corporate

>  Ensure developing and implementing of back-up procedures on all relevant systems and databases governance, principles and social responsibility;

>  Ensure confidentiality is maintained on all systems i.e. regular changing of passwords, all system passwords to be Additional Requirements: » Demonstrate knowledge and techniques to execute projects effectively and efficiently;
available sealed and secured in a lockable safe and integrity of data etc » Demonstrate knowledge & application of the appropriate policies and procedures for recruiting,

selecting, developing, counselling, disciplining, and evaluation performance of subordinates
to retain a diverse workforce;

Demonstrate knowledge within security field e.g. crime trends, country or site risk profile and
keep current with developments and trends in area(s) of expertise.

Technical Competencies
»  Demonstrate effective knowledge & understanding of operational safety and health policies, >
procedures and principles in and around workplace

»  Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of budgeting principles Leadership Competencies
f Demonstrated knowledge & appI!cat!on of mapagenal leadership ) . » Fostering a team environment — Inspiring and Motivating Others, promoting Collaboration and
»  Demonstrated knowledge & application of ethical conduct and compliance with corporate Team work, Developing Others, Communicating powerfully and prolifically;
governance, principles L . C , R
Additional »  Demonstrate solid knowledge and experience in Security Technology Systems > Managing oneself - Taking ownership of one’s personal development;

» Building Effective Working Relationships - The ability to build and maintain effective collateral and cross functional working

Requirements: . -
relationship;

Leadership Competencies

> Fostering a team epvironment - Promot?ng Collaboration and Team work, Develop Others; > Building Trust & Accountability — Displaying high levels of integrity and honesty;

> Manage Self - Taking ownership of one’s personal development; ) ) ) » Creating Organizational Transformation - Displaying strategic perspectives in adapting plans for achieving organizational
»  Building Effective Working Relationships - The ability to build and maintain effective collateral and cross functional working objectives;

»  Building Trust & Accountability - Displays high levels of integrity and honesty; > Maximizi ! Perf Results — Solving Probl d Analyzing | Driving for Results. Displaving Technical and
»  Maximising Performance Results - Solve Problems and Analysing Issues, Taking Initiative aximizing Feriormance Resulls Oing Froblems and Analyzing Issues, Lriving for Resulls, isplaying Technical an

Professional expertise, Innovating, Taking Initiative, Championing Change, Establishing Stretch
Goals.
Application cover letter (Subject should be: Security Superintendent - Technology and/or quote the job number), detailed

CV, copies of relevant certificates, e- mail and telephone contacts, names and addresses of three referees, to be forwarded Application cover letter (Subject should be: Manager - Security Surface and/or quote the job number), detailed CV, copies of relevant

L’IOdﬁc‘:ﬁon, to below address. Mode of Application: certificates, e- mail and telephone contacts, names and addresses of three referees, to be forwarded to below address.
PP . You will be required to bring original certificates if you are contacted for interviews. pp ! You will be required to bring original certificates if you are contacted for interviews.
Senior Human Resources Manager, Senior Human Resources Manager,
Geita Gold Mining Ltd, Geita Gold Mining Ltd,
P.0.Box 532, © P.0.Box 532, ®
Contact Geita. 3 ISR Geita. 3
. e ; ; ontacf ress: o . . 9
Address: Email: jobs.geita@AngloGoldAshanti.com 2 Email: jobs.geita@AngloGoldAshanti.com N
NB: Internal applicants may submit applications to Departmental Senior HR Officer. All internal applications must be NB: Internal applicants may submit applications to Departmental Senior HR Officer. All internal applications must be endorsed by the
endorsed by the applicant’s head of department. applicant's head of department.
Application Application letters should reach the above on or before 10" March 2020 at 17hr30. Application letters should reach the above on or before 10" March 2020 at 17hr30
Deadline: Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted for interviews. Application Deadline: '

Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted for interviews.
BEWARE OF CONMEN! GGML does not receive money in exchange for a job position. Should you be asked for money in exchange for a
job offer or suspect such activity, please report this immediately to our Security Department, Investigation Unit, by calling +255 28 216 01
40 Ext 1559 (rates apply) or use our whistle-blowing channels by sending an SMS to +27 73 573 8075 (SMS rates apply) or emailing
24cthonesty@ethics-line.com or use the internet at www.tip-offs.com.

BEWARE OF CONMEN! GGML does not receive money in exchange for a job position. Should you be asked for money in exchange for a job offer or suspect
such activity, please report this immediately to our Security Department, Investigation Unit, by calling +255 28 216 01 40 Ext 1559 (rates apply) or use our
whistle-blowing channels by sending an SMS to +27 73 573 8075 (SMS rates apply) or emailing 24cthonesty@ethics-line.com or use the internet at

www.tip-offs.com.
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We should step up efforts to
tackle smuggling of wildlife

TLDLIFE smuggling or

trafficking involves the

illegal gathering, trans-

portation, and distribu-
tion of animals and their derivatives.
This can be done either internationally
or domestically. Estimates of the money
generated by wildlife smuggling vary, in
part because of its illegal nature. Wild-
life smuggling is estimated at $7.8bn to
$10bn a year, according to the U.S. State
Department.

The U.S. State Department also lists
wildlife trafficking as the third most val-
uable illicit commerce in the world. The
illegal nature of such activities makes
determining the amount of money in-
volved incredibly difficult. When con-
sidered with illegal timber and fisheries,
wildlife trafficking is a major illegal trade
along with narcotics, human trafficking,
and counterfeit products.

Products demanded by the trade in-
clude exotic pets, food, traditional medi-
cine, clothing, and jewelry made from
animals’ tusks, fins, skins, shells, horns,
and internal organs.

Smuggled wildlife is an increasing
global demand; it is estimated that the
US, China, and the European Union are
the places with the highest demand.

In many parts of Africa, the main de-
mand for illegal wildlife comes from
the consumption of bushmeat. Wild
animals are a preferred as a source of
protein and primates are considered a
delicacy.

It is believed that up to 40,000 mon-
keys are killed and eventually consumed
each year in Africa alone via smuggling.

Last year fifty-seven representatives
of key port stakeholder groups have
agreed on a collective way forward to
tackle wildlife trafficking through Tan-
Zania’s sea ports.

Specific actions discussed include im-
provement of risk profiling systems as
well as mechanisms to strengthen inter-
agency and public-private sector col-

laboration, investigative capacity and
information exchange.

The measures were discussed during
a port stakeholders workshop hosted
by the Traffic, UNDP and UNODC, in
partnership with the Wildlife Division of
Tanzania’s Ministry of Natural Resourc-
es and Tourism, the Tanzania Ports
Authority and the Tanzania Revenue
Authority.

Wildlife resources are economi-
cally important and critical natural
heritage in Tanzania. The country
dedicates over 25 per cent of its land
surface to wildlife protected area
networks (National Parks, Conserva-
tion Areas, Game Reserves, and Game
Controlled Areas). Despite various ef-
forts to conserve wildlife, iconic spe-
cies such as the African elephant and
rhinoceros are being poached to near
extinction.

Tanzania has previously been
called “the epicenter of Africa’s ele-
phant poaching crisis” after a govern-
ment census revealed loss of 60 per
cent of its elephants between 2009-
2014. Each year, Tanzania attracts
global tourists to view the seasonal
migration of wild animals across the
Serengeti grasslands, home to over
20 migratory species, including the
African elephant. Tanzania is also a ma-
jor gateway to the interior of East Africa.

Dar es Salaam is one of the key Afri-
can port cities on China’s ‘Ocean Silk
Road,” and about 95 per cent of Tanza-
nia’s international trade is handled by
the port of Dar es Salaam.

As a biodiversity hotspot with reliable
and efficient international transport
chains, Tanzania’s seaports are highly
vulnerable to illegal wildlife trade. In
recent years, Tanzanian ports have
been on the front lines of large-scale il-
legal wildlife seizures, intercepting ship-
ments of ivory, leopard skins and shark
fins, among other commonly-traded
wildlife products.

How agroforestry schemes can improve
food security in developing countries

GROFORESTRY is a land

use management system in

which trees or shrubs are

grown around or among
crops or pastureland. This intentional
combination of agriculture and for-
estry has varied benefits, including
increased biodiversity and reduced
erosion. Agroforestry practices have
been successful in sub-Saharan Africa
and in parts of the United States.

Agroforestry shares principles with
intercropping. Both may place two or
more plant species (such as nitrogen-
fixing plants) in proximity. Agroforest-
ry systems can be advantageous over
conventional agricultural and forest
production methods. They can offer
increased productivity, economic ben-
efits, and more diversity in the ecologi-
cal goods and services provided.

Depleted soil can be protected from
soil erosion by groundcover plants
such as naturally growing grasses in
agroforestry systems. These help to
stabilise the soil as they increase cover
compared to short-cycle cropping sys-
tems. Soil cover is a crucial factor in
preventing erosion.

In the same vein, a new study re-
ports that agroforestry—a method
integrating trees with crops and live-
stock—is linked with more benefits for
human and planetary health than pre-
viously thought.

The study, conducted by a team of 21
researchers from World Agroforestry
(ICRAF) and London’s School of Hy-
giene and Tropical Medicine, reveals
agroforestry’s impacts on food and nu-
trition security in sub-Saharan Africa.
The findings also highlight the impacts
of growing trees along with crops on
migration, non-communicable diseas-
es, and infectious diseases.

According to the research agrofor-
estry provides stability in food produc-
tion. Specifically, it increases the avail-

ability of micronutrient-rich fruits,
seeds, and nuts during lean growing
periods. Agroforestry influences “the
growth and production of companion
crops and animals..affect[ing] food
security by generating cash from sales
of tree products that enable the pur-
chase of other products. Tree prod-
ucts make up 6 to 17 percent of annual
incomes in Ethiopia, Malawi, Nigeria,
Tanzania, and Uganda.

According to the study, agroforest-
ry’s effects on disease vary. Findings
show that effects on non-communica-
ble diseases are advantageous, while
effects on infectious diseases are both
beneficial and harmful. The diversity
of fruit and nut-bearing trees helps
to improve diets and mitigate chronic
diseases, which are reportedly on the
rise in sub-Saharan Africa—where 237
million people were food insecure in
2017, according to the U.N. Food and
Agriculture Organization. The study
reports that agroforestry provides an
opportunity to combat disease, due to
the antioxidant-rich, disease-fighting
benefits of fruits—70 percent of which
come from trees. Added benefits in-
clude prevention of both air pollution
and heat exposure for farmworkers,
and regulation of solar radiation and
wind. Studies also report considerable
improvements in water permeating
through soil by up to 81 percent; an
increase in crop and livestock produc-
tion 68 percent of the time; and a re-
duction of air temperatures by up to
six degrees.

Despite some increased risks of
infectious disease with agroforest-
ry—due to tree-induced changes in
habitats and disease transmission—
the researchers predict the benefits
to outweigh the risks. Rosenstock
informs Food Tank that “this will de-
pend on the location, goals and health
risks of those using agroforestry, and
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Why are the Riotous Assembly Act and
other apartheid-era laws still in place?

BY PIERRE DE VOS

OT for the first time,
the  constitutional
court has been asked
to consider the con-
stitutionality of legislation that
directly advanced apartheid.

Recently the Constitutional
Court heard arguments on the
possible unconstitutionality of a
provision in the Riotous Assem-
bly Act of 1956 that criminalises
incitement to commit a crime.

Julius Malema and the Eco-
nomic Freedom Fighters (EFF)
had originally challenged the
constitutionality of this provi-
sion in the high court on the ba-
sis that it unlawfully infringed on
the right to freedom of expres-
sion, but that court dismissed
the challenge.

Whatever the outcome in the
case, the larger question raised
by it is why parts of this act (and
several other pieces of legisla-
tion used to enforce apartheid)
are still on the statute books 25
years after the transition.

The lawyer representing the
EFF, advocate Tembeka Ngcukai-
tobi, made a telling point during
oral argument in the Constitu-
tional Court this week.

Ngcukaitobi pointed out that
the Riotous Assembly Act was
not “just” law passed in the era
of apartheid, it was law that was
specifically passed to enforce
apartheid — “to deal with Man-
dela” and the other political lead-
ers agitating to fight the system.
(This is according to a report in
the Mail & Guardian written by
the always excellent Franny Rab-
kin.)

While most of the provisions
of the act have been repealed, it
is troubling that the act was not
repealed in its entirety after 1994.
(As incitement is also a crime at
common law, this would have al-
lowed the Constitutional Court
to develop the common law to
promote the spirit, purport and
objects of the Bill of Rights as
required by section 39(2) of the
Constitution.) More troubling
still, is the fact that parts of other
apartheid legislation also remain
on the statute books (more about

that later).
The EFF and Malema are chal-
lenging the constitutionality

of section 18(2) of the Riotous
Assembly Act. This section pro-
hibits any person from inciting,
instigating, commanding, or
procuring any other person to
commit any offence, whether in

South Africa’s firebrand opposition party leader Julius Malema
lost a court bid to have an apartheid-era anti-riot law, under
which he has been charged with incitement, declared unconstitu-
tional

common law or against a statute
or statutory regulation.

The high court held - correctly
in my view - that this provision
does infringe on the right to free-
dom of expression. However, the
court further held that section
18(2) of the act justifiably limited
the right and was therefore con-
stitutionally compliant. The Con-
stitutional Court is now being
asked to hold that section 18(2)
is overbroad because it criminal-
ises incitement of even the most
trivial criminal offences.

This is not the first time that
the Constitutional Court has
been asked to consider the con-
stitutionality of legislation that
directly advanced apartheid.

When the Constitutional
Court was confronted with a
case in which the North West
provincial legislature had at-
tempted to repeal a Proclama-
tion which was issued in terms of
the Native Administration Act of
1927 (in the case of Western Cape
Provincial Government and Oth-
ers In Re: DVB Behuising (Pty)
Limited v North West Provincial
Government and Another), Jus-
tice Sandile Ngcobo expressed
concern that the act had not
been repealed, describing this
act as an “egregious apartheid
law which anachronistically has
survived our transition to a non-
racial democracy”.

A year later, the Constitutional
Court was again asked to con-
sider the constitutionality of a
regulation made in terms of the
Black Administration Act (as the
Native Administration Act came
to be called) in the case of Mo-
seneke and Others v Master of
the High Court. In his judgment,
Justice Albie Sachs endorsed pre-

vious criticism by the court, and
complained:

“It is painful that the act still
survives at all. The concepts on
which it was based, the memo-
ries it evokes, the language it
continues to employ, and the
division it still enforces, are anti-
thetical to the society envisaged
by the Constitution.

“It is an affront to all of us that
people are still treated as ‘blacks’
rather than as ordinary persons
seeking to wind up a deceased
estate, and it is in conflict with
the establishment of a non-racial
society where rights and duties
are no longer determined by ori-
gin or skin colour.”

There are other pieces of op-
pressive and/or racist apartheid
legislation that remain on the
statute books. The most famous
of these must be the National
Key Points Act of 1980. This act
was passed at a time when Umk-
honto we Sizwe, the armed wing
of the African National Congress,
was stepping up attacks against
infrastructure considered “stra-
tegic” by the apartheid regime.
The attack in 1980 on the Sasol
refinery, organised by Solomon
Mahlangu of the Umkhonto we
Sizwe Special Operations, is a
case in point.

The aim of the National Key
Points Act was to secretly ar-
range protection primarily for
privately owned strategic sites.
It enabled the apartheid govern-
ment to compel private owners,
as well as state-owned corpora-
tions, to safeguard such sites
owned by them at their own cost.

The act became famous when
it transpired that then-president
Jacob Zuma’s Nkandla home had
been declared a national key

point.

To be fair, last year Parliament passed the Critical Infrastruc-
ture Protection Act which will repeal the National Key Points
Act when President Cyril Ramaphosa finally decides to bring
the act into operation.

But given the historical origins of the act, it is odd, to say the
least, that the act has remained on the statute books for more
than 25 years after the 1994 election. Odder, still, is that the act
has been invoked by government officials in an attempt to jus-
tify the expenditure on the Nkandla homestead, to withhold
information about it, and to prevent anyone from taking or
publishing photographs of the homestead. At the very least,
relying on legislation passed by the apartheid government
with the explicit aim of foiling attacks on apartheid infrastruc-
ture by Umkhonto we Sizwe cannot be said to be “on brand”
for Zuma.

Last week, my colleague Afton Titus alerted me to another
piece of legislation whose continued presence on the statute
book can only be described as shocking. This is the Coloured
Persons Education Act of 1963. According to the preamble of
the act, its main aim is to “to provide for the control of educa-
tion for Coloured Persons by the Department of Internal Af-
fairs”.

Several of its provisions remain in force. Why, is impossible
to say. Section 1 (containing the definitions for phrases used in
the act) remains in force and contains the following definition:

“ ‘Coloured person’ means a person classified under the
Population Registration Act, 1950 (Act No. 30 of 1950), as a
member of the Cape Coloured, Malay, Griqua or Other Col-
oured Group and includes any South African citizen having
his home in an independent State and who would have been
so classified had the provisions of the Population Registration
Act, 1950, been applicable to him.”

It is difficult to imagine what might have gone through the
mind of the officials, government ministers, and members of
Parliament who proposed and passed amendments to this act
in 1996, but did not think that it was necessary to repeal the
entire damn act.

Why retain parts of the act when the very reason it was first
passed was to promote and facilitate racial segregation in
schools. This is evident when you look through the parts of
the act which were not repealed. For example, section 3 of the
actreads in part:

“3. Establishment, erection and maintenance of schools for
Coloured persons —(1) The Minister may after consultation
with the Minister of State Expenditure and out of moneys ap-
propriated by Parliament for the purpose (a) establish, erect
and maintain colleges of education, secondary schools, pri-
mary schools, pre-primary schools, agricultural schools, vo-
cational schools, schools of industries, reform schools, special
schools and homes; establish and maintain part-time classes
for the education of Coloured persons.”

Yet another particularly egregious example of why there is
no place for this act in post-1994 South Africa can be found in
section 23 of the act which reads in part:

“23. Compulsory school attendance — (1) (a) If the Minister is
satisfied that sufficient and suitable school accommodation is
available he may by notice in the Gazette declare that regular
attendance at such kind of school as may be specified in such
notice shall, to such extent and under such circumstances as
may be so specified, be compulsory for every Coloured per-
son belonging to a category or class so specified. (b) Every Col-
oured person enrolled in a school contemplated in paragraph
(a) shall attend that school regularly until the end of the school
year for which he is so enrolled or, if he is transferred to any
other school during that school year, he shall attend that other
school regularly until the end of the said school year.”

All this makes me wonder: what other egregious apartheid-
era legislation explicitly passed by the apartheid regime to
advance the apartheid project remains on the statute books?
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ROME

‘ THE world out there is watching
and waiting for results,” Eliza-
beth Maruma Mrema warns
while talking to IPS regarding

the preservation of biodiversity of

our planet.

The acting Executive Secretary of
the Secretariat of the Convention on
Biological Diversity, is referring to a
worrying report[1] released by the
Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) which paints a grim picture of
the planet.

“Many key components of biodiver-
sity for food and agriculture at genet-
ic, species and ecosystem levels are
in decline and evidence suggests that
the proportion of livestock breeds at
risk of extinction is increasing,” the
report says.

The FAO also warns that “nearly a
third of fish stocks are overfished,
and a third of freshwater fish species
assessed are considered threatened”.

These are just some of the criti-
cal issues being debated during the
open-ended working group on the
post-2020 biodiversity framework.
This round of negotiations is tak-
ing place at FAO headquarters from
24 to 29 February. In the run-up to
October’s historic UN Biodiversity
Conference, government officials, ex-
perts and activists from around the
world gathered today at FAO head-
quarters, Rome, to forge ahead with
negotiations. This round of talks was
supposed to take place in Kunming,
China, on the same dates. Due to the
ongoing situation following the out-
break of the novel coronavirus 2019
(COVID-19), it was moved to Rome,
Italy.

Background

The fourteenth meeting of the
Conference of Parties (COP) to the
Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD) had its meeting in Sharm el-
Sheikh, Egypt, in 2018. It was here
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that the working group on the post-
2020 global biodiversity framework
was appointed. The working group’s
mandate was to prepare the text of
a framework that would guide the
work of the Convention after the year
2020. At the working group’s first
meeting held in Nairobi in August
2019, the Open-ended Working Group
(WG2020) requested the Co-Chairs
and the Executive Secretary to pre-
pare a zero-draft text of the post-2020
global biodiversity framework. This
framework is under consideration
at its second meeting, which is cur-
rently taking place in Rome. The aim
of the second meeting of the Working

‘Delegates
gather at FAO
headquarters to
advance nego-
tiations of the
post-2020 glob-
al biodiversity
framework. File
photo

Group is to significantly advance
the negotiation of the post-2020
global biodiversity framework,
discussing the different aspects
of the whole ambitious project.

Negotiations in Rome: Promoting
a bi-directional approach

In the coming days, the work-
ing groups will be divided on a
regional basis. They will discuss
a wide variety of concerns in-
cluding biodiversity, food, ag-
riculture and fishing systems,
to the importance of promot-
ing an approach that leaves
no one outside of this circuit.

Civil society, the private sector,
indigenous people, local com-
munities, women and youth are
all represented to create a func-
tional framework for the whole
society and at all levels. Many
organisations, like Bioversity In-
ternational, supported by a host
of international agencies, have
submitted research reports on
biodiversity and food systems.
It has also made representations
on alternative models for access
and benefit-sharing rules, prac-
tices and impacts in the Post-
2020 Global Biodiversity Frame-
work.

The voice of indigenous peo-
ple

Key to the discussions is the
role of indigenous people in bio-
diversity and Aslak Holmberg,
the representative of the indig-
enous people, is convinced that
policymakers can learn from
these groups.

“There is a key message we
want to share with other groups
here during these negotiations,”
he told IPS. “Indigenous peoples
and local communities’ manage-
ment of natural resources is (in
fact) conserving biodiversity.
(This is) because these manage-
ment practices are built on a
balanced relationship with the
respective environment.

“Biological and cultural di-
versity are linked, and by this, I
mean that (for indigenous com-
munities) culture plays a fun-
damental role in the process of
preserving biodiversity: it is in
our culture to use our areas in
a sustainable way. That is the
message we want to share with
others”.

The voice of the business sector

Representatives of the private
sector too, in particular of the
business world, wish to be part
of the framework that will result
from the negotiations and of-
ficially approved in October, in
China.

Eva Zabey, Executive Director
of the Business for Nature Coa-
lition, told IPS she was grateful
to the CBD secretariat for giving
business and opportunity to en-
gage and contribute to the zero
draft of the post-2020 frame-
work.

This coalition is a unique glob-
al group of influential business
and conservation organisations
participating in the negotiations.

“Forward-thinking businesses
are starting to change the way
they operate, based on their un-
derstanding of the value of na-
ture - but this is still the excep-
tion, not the norm,” she told IPS.

“Therefore,” said Zabey, “Po-
litical leadership is needed now
to transform our economic and
financial systems in a way that
places nature at the heart of
global decision-making. It needs
to create a level playing field and
a stable operating environment
for business.”

Zabey is looking forward to an
ambitious post-2020 framework
which will facilitate businesses’
involvement and create and
positive “policy-business feed-
back loop,” she said.

Perspectives

Audrey Azoulay, United Na-
tions Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
Director-General, perfectly sum-
marised urgency at the negotia-
tion. Commenting on the global
assessment report, she said:
“The present generations have
the responsibility to bequeath to
future generations a planet that
is not irreversibly damaged by
human activity.”

“Our local, indigenous and sci-
entific knowledge are proving
that we have solutions and so no
more excuses: we must live on
earth differently”.

Zabey echoes Azouley. She
said entrepreneurs are increas-
ingly aware that the profit-sus-
tainability ‘conflict’ is no longer
feasible or conceivable.

“Companies planning on be-
ing successful in the future are
starting to realise that financial
performance is irrelevant on a
dead planet.’

Agencies
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By Abdullahi Mire

EGINA Nthambi, 16, attends

Damascus primary school in

the Nairobi slum of Kogocho.

he has to share sanitary prod-

ucts with friends - a practice that endan-
gers her health

For Mary Asigi, a 17-year-old pupil at
Damascus primary school in the slums
of Dandora on the outskirts of Nairobi, it
is usual to miss a few days of school each
month because she has no sanitary tow-
els to use when she has her period.

“This affects my performance in
class,” she says.

Like many others in her community,
Mary’s education has already been dis-
rupted by poverty, which is why she is
still at primary school at the age of 17.
Many children here drop out of school
intermittently, for one or two years
at a time, because their families can-
not afford to send them. According to
UNICEF, more than 1.2 million primary
school-age children in Kenya, which has
a population of 50 million, do not attend
school at all.

Period poverty - being unable to work
or attend school because of lack of
funds for sanitary products - makes life
even harder for girls.

Mary has tried to find solutions, but
improvising is not always ideal.

“When I was 15 in class 6, I used to
share used pads with fellow classmates
before my class teacher warned against
it because it was unhygienic,” she says.
Sharing pads is particularly dangerous
- research shows that some 12 percent
of people living in the slums on the out-
skirts of Nairobi have HIV, compared
with about 5 percent of the general
population.

Not only that, but girls going to school
while they have their periods risk severe
teasing and taunting by the boys, Mary
explains.

Like the other girls in her commu-
nity, Mary faces a stark choice - risk her
health or risk her education.

‘The boys mock them’

In an area where a packet of sanitary
pads costs $1, and the average family
has to manage on less than that per day,
poverty means access to sanitary prod-
ucts is near-impossible for the majority
of girls, particularly if they have to travel
from remote rural areas to buy them in
towns.

Mary’s school is in the Korogocho
slum in Dandora, which is situated in

.ai

Nairobi’s Eastlands. Open drains and
sewers are dotted about the settle-
ment. Damascus primary school is in a
two-storey building with overcrowded
classrooms. The ground floor is used
by children in the lower primary, while
the older students take their classes on
the upper floor. Hundreds of pupils play
in tight spaces and in the corridors be-
tween classrooms.

Regina Nthambi, 16, a student of class
7 at the same school, passes for privi-
leged among her fellow female class-
mates. Her father, a tailor who barely
makes ends meet, tries to buy her sani-
tary pads every month. When there is
no money to buy them he improvises
with scraps from discarded pieces of
clothing at his shop.

“I share with my friends,” says Re-
gina as she nervously chews on her
nails. “They are new and unused. Our
teacher warned us against sharing used
pads because it’s unhealthy. Some of my
classmates get their periods in class and
the boys mock them, which is a reason
some students do not attend class dur-
ing this time.”

Lack of sanitary pads has led to an es-
timated one million girls missing school
every month.

Children play at
the Damascus
primary school in
the Nairobi slum
of Korogocho.
File photo

Research by Menstrual Hygiene
Day, a global advocacy platform
for non-profit organisations and
government agencies to promote
menstrual health, shows that 65
percent of women and girls in
Kenya are unable to afford sani-
tary pads.

According to research by Ken-
ya’s Ministry of Education, girls
lose on average four school days
every month, which translates to
two weeks of learning each term.
Over four years of high school,
they lose on average 165 learning
days.

Failure to change

The Kenyan government has
taken steps to counter this prob-
lem. Ten years ago, Kenya became
the first country in the world to
drop taxes on imports of sanitary
products for women and girls. The
government also committed $3m
to help distribute sanitary pads to
low-income communities.

This is despite a government-
funded programme, which was
implemented in April 2018, to dis-
tribute 140 million free sanitary
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pads to 4.2 million girls across the
country. The programme, which
distributed supplies directly to
schools, ran for four months be-
fore it fizzled out as supplies ran
out and girls started missing class-
es again.

There were several reasons for
the failure of the programme. In
some cases, distributors appoint-
ed by the government failed to de-
liver and new contractors had to
be found, causing a delay. In oth-
ers, too few supplies were deliv-
ered, meaning that girls received
fewer pads than they needed, and
some went without any at all. Yet
another reason was corruption.

In one case, Nairobi News re-
ported that a supply of 300,000
sanitary towels intended for
schools had been stolen and re-
packaged, with the intention of
reselling them.

“The cartels in this country are
hijacking government projects,”
says Emmie Eronanga, director of
the Miss Koch women’s advocacy
NGO, which is based in the low-
income neighbourhood of Kar-

iobangi North, close to Korogocho.
“And now most girls in the slums
are at risk of not going to school or
skipping classes every month for a
couple of days.”

Miss Koch aims to promote
awareness of women’s issues in
Kenya and provides free pads to
young girls in the slums when it
can. In reality, the NGO's funds
only stretch to helping a few of the
girls at a few of the schools each
month, including the Damascus
primary school.

“I have just bought some sani-
tary towels myself for the daughter
of one of the women I train so she
canreturn to school,” she explains.

At her third-floor office, Eronan-
ga and her team provide reproduc-
tive health education services with
the aim of reducing the stigma and
shame felt by girls about their peri-
ods and their bodies in general.

Under the government distri-
bution scheme, no sanitary pads
were ever received at all at the
Damascus primary school in Koro-
gocho. “The government gave us a
framework sometime back to pro-
vide and distribute pads but they
never implemented anything,”
says Eronanga.

The team’s small budget is par-
tially funded by organisations from
the United Kingdom, such as Faith
Charity, which send cash to enable
150 girls to buy sanitary pads each
year. But this help is just a drop in
the ocean considering on average
each school in Kenya is attended
by between 400 and 500 girls.

Two years ago Kenya’s Presi-
dent, Uhuru Kenyatta, assented to
the Basic Education Amendment
Act that would have seen girls who
have reached puberty across the
country provided with free, qual-
ity sanitary towels in sufficient
quantities, all funded by the state.
But so far little has happened on
the ground.

‘They can't even afford food for
their families’

Esther Moraa, 25, a social scienc-
es teacher at Damascus primary,
says poverty in the slum is the real
problem.

“All parents here are very poor.
They can’t even afford to buy food
for their families. Why should you

eriod poverty

even talk of sanitary pads?” she
says as she points in the direction
of the nearby Dandora rubbish
site which serves as the city’s larg-
est dump.

“Only NGOs distribute pads once
in a while despite the fact some
girls start menstruating early,” she
says. “I teach them how to alter old
clothes to use as pads. As a teacher,
sometimes I am forced to go into
my pocket to buy a box or two for
the girls.”

Mary, who lives with her sin-
gle mother and is the youngest of
three sisters, dreams of a career
with the Kenyan navy but is not
sure she will make the cut if she
keeps missing classes.

Still, she is determined to over-
come this obstacle.

“I know girls in my class who
have left school for good because
of pads. Nowadays I use old clothes
because my mother doesn’'t have
the money and I don’t want to skip
classes.”

Yvonne Waweru is a local mem-
ber of parliament at the County
Assembly of Kiambu who is call-
ing for greater transparency and
accountability when it comes to
aid programmes like the govern-
ment’s programme to distribute
sanitary pads.

In order to overcome corrup-
tion, she says: “The government
should invest more funds in moni-
toring and surveillance to ensure
that sanitary towels reach those
who need them the most.

“Social empowerment for girls
plays a central role in eradicating
poverty and the wellbeing of our
communities. Denial of adequate
social protection leaves girls vul-
nerable to long-term poverty and
the opportunity to further their
education.”

In the meantime, back at the Da-
mascus primary school, Mary sits
on a school desk. “I wish I could
be a boy,” she says. “I'd have never
missed a class or school. I could
play freely with my friends like
boys in my class do and do well in
the exams to join the navy thereaf-
ter, so that I can help my mother
and my country.”
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Shocking levels of child hunger in rural S. Africa

By Kathryn Cleary

HABANI is nine years
old and doesn’t have
a pair of shoes. His
feet are calloused
and dirty from walking to and
from school and doing house
work. He lives alone with his
13-year-old brother in a ru-
ral village on the outskirts of
Jozini, in the Umkhanyakude
district in the far north of
KwaZulu-Natal.

Their house is a small ron-
davel with an ageing roof that
leaks when it rains, which is
often. But inside, there is little
for the water to damage.

The biggest thing in the
house is a 25kg bright or-
ange bag of maize meal. “It
fills you!!!”, it states in bold
lettering on the front of the
bag. An old red bicycle lays
overturned on one side of the
room, next to a table cluttered
with Doom, toothbrushes, a
few body cream containers
and clothes hangers. Tha-
bani’s older sister, Zanele,
stays with extended family
in another part of the village,
but her school achievement
award is placed next to these
other items on the table.

The focal point of the house
is the black cauldron at the
centre of the room, atop a
thick pile of ashes and a few
pieces of firewood. Food is
scarce for this child-headed
family, living off only the
basics of maize meal, sugar
beans, potatoes and onions.
They have a refrigerator
which lies empty save for a
few remaining beans still in
last night’s pot.

The two boys are dependent
on social grants that add up to
less than R1,000 per month.
To supplement this, Thabani’s
older brother pushes trolleys
for customers at the shopping
centre on the main road.

Thabani and his brother’s
daily struggle against poverty
and malnutrition is quite com-
mon in the part of the world
where they find themselves
growing up. Umkhanyakude
has some of the worst child
malnutrition numbers in all
of KZN’s districts, while KZN
fares worst among South Af-
rica’s provinces.

While things are particu-
larly bad in places like Umkh-
anyakude, even in 2020 child
hunger remains a global prob-
lem. A landmark report of the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) and The Lancet medi-
cal journal published last
week found that “even in rich
countries, many children go
hungry or live in conditions of
absolute poverty”.

Disturbing numbers

Children in around 753,000
households went hungry in
KZN in 2018, according to the
2019 Child Gauge (an annual
publication tracking child
health in South Africa). This
accounts for over a third of
child hunger in South Africa
and is two to four times high-
er than in any other province.
The high numbers are only
partially explained by the fact
that KZN is South Africa’s sec-
ond most populous province.

In the worst cases, hunger
or malnutrition turns into
so-called severe acute mal-
nutrition. This occurs when a
child’s weight for their height
is below a certain threshold
or when a child has a a MUAC
(mid-upper arm circumfer-
ence) of less than 11.5 cm (See
a more detailed definition
here).

Currently around 7.5% of
children admitted to hospital
with severe acute malnutri-
tion in KZN do not survive
(a number referred to as the
severe acute malnutrition
fatality rate). This is an im-
provement on the 7.8% in the
province’s 2018/19 annual re-
port, but still well behind the
target of 6%. According to the
annual report, 2,289 children

were admitted to hospitals in
the province for severe acute
malnutrition in 2018/2019,
of which 179 died. It is not
known how many children
died of severe acute malnu-
trition outside of hospital or
how many children died of
other diseases like tuberculo-
sis while also suffering severe
acute malnutrition.

The Umkhanyakude District
has a severe acute malnutri-
tion fatality rate of 11.4%, the
highest in the province. In
other words, around one in
10 children admitted to hospi-
tal in the district with severe
acute malnutrition do not sur-
vive.

Life in Jozini

Umkhanyakude’s  district
health office is in Jozini, the
town where Thabani and his
brother live. With unemploy-
ment at over 80%, and a quar-
ter of the district’s child-head-
ed households, Jozini is home
to some of the country’s most
vulnerable people.

Poverty is a driving factor of
malnutrition, and contributes
to issues like poor dietary di-
versity and small quantities
of food. While Statistics SA’s
2019 estimate for the extreme
food poverty line is R561 per
month per person, the child
support grant falls R131 short,
forcing children and families
to live well below this extreme
line of poverty.

Light rain beats a steady
pitter patter on zinc roofs of
shops and fish and chips stalls
in the centre of Jozini, while
women carefully arrange
large mangoes on colourful
platters and bananas fresh
from the trees.

The traffic moves constant-
ly, both by car and by foot.
Taxis own the road, along
with the goats.

For most people the clos-
est clinic is in the middle of
town, while the newly opened
Community Healthcare
Centre is about 6kms away
across the Pongolapoort Dam
bridge. Bethesda Hospital is a
40-minute drive, and Mosvold
Hospital is over an hour away
in Ingwavuma. Bethesda and
Mosvold Hospitals are severe-
ly underutilised according to
the District’s 2018/19 health
plan.

While Spotlight was refused
permission to visit any clin-
ics or hospitals in the area,
our team spoke with three
community-based organisa-
tions who are leading the fight
against child hunger and HIV/
AIDS in the area.

Siyaphambili Qondile

Siyaphambili Qondile has
been providing care to com-
munities in Jozini since 2000.

“We help people who are
infected by HIV/AIDS; taking
them to hospital, referring
them to Sassa to apply for
grants. It’s very difficult and
we’ve been working [with] a
bad situation because a lot of
people were dying and leav-
ing their children alone,” says
Nokuthula Dladla, one of the
organisation’s managers.

Siyaphambili has 15 commu-
nity care workers and 19 child
and youth care workers that
work with families in Jozini
and surrounding areas.

The organisation used to
run a food parcel programme
to support 30 families per
month, but since 2015 hasn’t
received funding for this pro-
gramme. Most of these food
parcels went to child-headed
households such as that of
Thabani and his brother.

Siyaphambili social worker,
Nonkululeko Buthelezi, says
that often children between
the ages of 10 and 13 spoke to
her about facing hunger.

“The challenge we have now
is for people to get food par-
cels. In the community we are
living [in] people are suffering
and others are taking treat-
ment. They have no food, and
closing the food parcel pro-
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gramme in our community is
a challenge,” says Siyapham-
bili founder Musa Ndlovu.

“[Community members]
come with their treatment
and put it in front of you, what
are you going to do? They
even tell you, Tm leaving this
treatment because 1 don’t
have food’,” says Ndlovu. “If I
take this treatment, where am
I going to get food because it
makes me sick”

Headless chickens

Care workers of Siyapham-
bili accompanied Spotlight on
house visits in the community
where poverty, hunger and
malnutrition were severe is-
sues.

In one household, feathered
chicken heads soak in a bowl
of water next to a pot of maize
meal as two children, Njabulo
and Busisiwe, wait for their
mother to return home.

Siyaphambili care workers
are concerned that Njabulo
(7) may be malnourished, and
needs to go to the clinic. Pho-
tos: Black Star/Spotlight

Njabulo, 7, and Busisiwe, 13,
are just two of five children in
this one-room house, with an-
other one on the way. The chil-
dren sleep on woven mats on
the floor with only a few blan-
kets to share. Their mother is
out collecting firewood with
two of the other children, one
an infant, and the other a girl
around Njabulo’s age.

The girl walks barefoot back
up to the house in a sleeveless
orange vest and shorts, her
arms and legs worryingly thin.
There’s a slight breeze in the
air. She shivers, rubbing her
hands up and down her sides
as she walks into the house.
Her mother and the infant fol-
low shortly after.

The mother receives a dis-
ability grant of R1,700 per
month for a mental health
condition, but we are told she
gives most of the money to her
boyfriend. The neighbours
told Spotlight that because of
this, the children do not get
enough to eat nor personal
hygiene items or clothing. One
of Siyaphambili’s care work-
ers is concerned that Njabulo
was malnourished and need-
ed to go to the clinic for sup-
plements. But the mother said
that the children were always
satisfied.

Thabani (9) lives
with his older
brother (13) in
one of Jozini's
villages. His sis-
ter, Zanele, stays
with extended
family in another
part of the vil-
lage. Jozini is
home to over

a quarter of
Umkhanyakude’s
child-headed
households. File
photo
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Bubbly Nomandla, 19, is the head
of the household while her older sis-
ter of 23 attends extra schooling in
the evenings. In 2019, all of the chil-
dren dropped out of school due to
hunger, and have only started again
in 2020 after receiving support from
Siyaphambili. The family depends
on child support grants that come to
just over R2,000 per month to sup-
port seven people.

Ubombo Drop-In Centre

The Ubombo Drop-In Centre
works with orphaned and vulner-
able children as well as families who
have been affected by HIV. They run
an Early Childhood Development
(ECD) programme for 66 children,
and provide meals to another 25
during after-school hours. They also
have 17 community care-givers who
reach over 1,000 families.

Ubombo Project Manager Bheki
Wilson Dube, tells Spotlight that
community members struggle to
take treatment for HIV and TB with-
out food. He says that in prior years
protein porridge was distributed by
the Department of Health, but this is
no longer the case.

The department says that this pro-
ject ended in 2017, but is currently
under review.

“The issue of hunger is widespread
throughout all the wards,” says Dube.

“That 66 [children in the ECD-
programme], most of them are iden-
tified as undernourished, not that
severely because we are supplying
them with food like corn flakes and
Nespray [a powdered milk supple-
ment], but come January you can
see they are struggling,” he adds.

I'll never go hungry because of
‘ububazi’

The breathtaking views from the
home of the family of 11 are prob-
ably worth millions of rand, but
instead the vistas of Lake Jozini are
overshadowed by the family’s strug-
gle for food.

Snindile Nyawo and a handful
of her children are busy wash-
ing dishes and clothes with water
they bought from the car wash just
across the main road. The commu-
nal taps are all dry.

In between orchestrating the
morning’s chores, Nyawo tells Spot-
light that feeding 11 people every
month without employment is
almost impossible. The family re-
ceives grants for six of the children.
It amounts to just over R2,500 per
month.

Nyawo says they buy maize meal,
rice, potatoes, beans, cooking oil,

soup powder and some chicken
each month, but by month’s end, all
that is left is maize and “ububazi”.

“I'll never go hungry because of
this plant,” she says, laughing. The
traditional herb, otherwise known
as stinging nettles, grows on a bush
between the family’s houses and de-
spite its tiny thorns, can be cooked
and eaten like spinach. The family
only has one meal per day.

Zisize Educational Trust

Zisize Educational Trust in Ing-
wavuma is another organisation
working with children in the area as
well as those affected by HIV/AIDS.
Ingwavuma is about an hour from
Jozini, and a mere 6km from the
Eswatini border. Be careful of the
three “stop and go” roadblocks that
either permanently say ‘stop’ or ‘go’
as you wind your way up through
the Lebombo Mountains.

Zisize works with 14 schools in the
greater Ingwavuma area, covering a
near 60km radius. The organisation
provides educational and health
outreach services to schools, and
has 20 community care workers
that visit families each month. Zisize
also runs a food parcel programme
that provides for over 50 families
each month, and counsels them on
food security and nutrition. As part
of this programme, Zisize teaches
community members how to grow
their own food, which is a challenge
in both Ingwavuma and Jozini as a
result of water issues.

A shining light in the organisa-
tion is their orange Starfish Well-
ness Wagon, a child-friendly mobile
clinic that visits primary schools
four days a week for health screen-
ing. The wagon is run by the organi-
sation’s professional nurse, Nomsa
Myeni and auxiliary nurse, Sizakele
Dlamini.

“At schools it’s rare to get children
with malnutrition,” says Myeni, “be-
cause even at schools they have
feeding schemes.”

To test for malnutrition, Myeni
and Dlamini take the child’s body
mass index (BMI) and perform a
MUAC test. If a child’s BMI and MUAC
are below a certain level, the child is
referred to the clinic for nutritional
supplements. The child’s family is
also evaluated by care workers for
Zisize’s food parcel programme.

But Ingwavuma’s nutritional cri-
sis only turned around in the last
five years. “It was really difficult,
because the conditions were really
bad,” says Dlamini. “They were ad-
mitting, now and then, the malnour-
ished children to hospital, it was so
bad,” added Myeni.

Initiatives like the Wellness Wagon
and Zisize’s food parcel programme
have worked to improve nutrition in
the area. Unlike Jozini, there are six
boreholes spread throughout vil-
lages in Ingwavuma and surrounds,
making it easier for people to grow
food and manage personal hygiene.
There are also community gardens
and seed distribution programmes.

Government response

KZN Department of Health
spokesperson Agiza Hlongwane,
says that severe acute malnutrition
is a complex problem stemming
from both social and health issues.

“The health measures put in place
to try to address this problem have
focused on three core actions: the
promotion of breastfeeding, com-
munity based profiling for early
detection of malnutrition and in-
tersectoral support, and the imple-
mentation of WHO 10 steps for the
inpatient management of severe
acute malnutrition,” says Hlong-
wane.

According to the department, two
thirds of severe acute malnutrition
fatalities occurred within the first
year of life, and were attributed to
poor infant feeding, poverty and
food insecurity and comorbidity
with HIV/AIDS, TB or other condi-
tions.

“Inadequate household food se-
curity results in undernutrition,”
says Hlongwane. “The role of the
health sector here is to identify chil-
dren with or at risk of undernutri-
tion, treat the acute issues and link
affected children and families to
appropriate support systems espe-
cially the Department of Social De-
velopment and SASSA. We have a
well-established referral system via
hospital based social workers.”

To address child health concerns,
the department established so-
called Phila Mntwana centres to
conduct early screening for health
and nutritional issues. There are 54
of these centres in Umkhanyakude,
but the District’s 2018/19 health
plan states that their performance
is poor.

The department notes the impor-
tance of the first 1000 days, stating
it “clearly highlights the urgency
with which optimal nutrition prac-
tices should be implemented to
achieve developmental goals and
economic growth”.

Further, Hlongwane cites the
National Integrated Nutrition Pro-
gramme, which includes new ways
of improving health through nutri-
tion.

“This can be seen through the
achievements in reducing the pro-
vincial severe acute malnutrition
case fatality rate at hospital level,
increasing Vitamin A coverage at
community level and improvement
in exclusive breastfeeding rates at
all levels,” he says.

Triple burden

Spotlight previously published an
article arguing that hunger, stunting
and obesity were among the top is-
sues to watch in children’s health
for 2020, and experts are calling
them the “triple burden”.

The new WHO/Lancet report
states that “the so-called double
burden of malnutrition means that
overweight and obesity can coex-
ist with undernourishment and
micronutrient deficiencies within
a single population”. Put another
way, the bright orange bag of maize
meal in Thabani and his brother’s
house might help fill their tummies,
but does not meet their nutritional
needs.

It seems clear that the levels of
malnutrition seen in KZN, and in
the Umkhanyakude district in par-
ticular, will have long-lasting con-
sequences both for the community
and the individuals impacted di-
rectly, and it is the youngest who
will be most severely affected.

“Poor foetal growth or stunting
in the first two years of life leads to
irreversible damage, including re-
duced adult height, lower attained
schooling, and lower adult income,”
states the new WHO/Lancet report.
“Children who are undernourished
in the first 2 years of life and who
put on weight rapidly later in child-
hood or in adolescence are at high
risk of obesity and later chronic dis-
eases.”

The Umkhanyakude District health
office was approached for comment
but did not respond by the time of
publication. This article will be up-
dated should they give a response.
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TASAF digitises operations to curb ghost heirs as programme enters new phase

By Getrude Mbago

TWENTY years ago, the
government in collabora-
tion with various develop-
ment stakeholders estab-
lished the Tanzania Social
Action Fund (TASAF) as one
of its initiatives to address
poverty in the country.

It's a long journey with
hills and valleys. It wasn’t
easy task, but now the fund
has relieved over five mil-
lion people out of poverty
trap across Tanzania main-
land and Zanzibar.

A recent joint study car-
ried out by the National
Bureau of Statistics (NBS)
and the World Bank found
that if TASAF had not been
there, the rate of poverty in
Tanzania would be at least
2 percentage points higher.
To put it differently, Tanza-
nia would have one million
more poor individuals if it
were not for the TASAF’s
programme.

TASAF executive director
Ladislaus Mwamanga said
that TASAF programmes,
which have been imple-
mented in three phases for
about twenty years, now
embarks on a second part
of the Productive Social
Safety Net (PSSN II) project
in the third phase, which
will go until 2023.

Mwamanga said after suc-
cessful completion of the
PSSN 1, the Fund is now

moving to the implemen-
tation of the second phase
commenced this February
this year.

In this second part of the
3rd phase, the fund focuses
on supporting and empow-
ering vulnerable Tanzani-
ans fight poverty in their
households.

“In the last phases, 1.1
million households with
over five million poor peo-
ple were covered. In the
new phase we are expect-
ing reach 1.4 million house-
holds which have over sev-
en million poor people in all
the 185 district councils in
Tanzania,” Mwamanga said.

He admitted that in the
past phases there were
some households which
were enrolled in the pro-
gramme illegally including
registration of phantom
beneficiaries.

“To fight the vice, TASAF
has come up with new tech-
nology to register the ben-
eficiaries biometrically to
fight the challenges raised
in the previous phase. We
have strengthened our
systems to ensure that
the identification of poor
people and households is
conducted smoothly with-
out loopholes, we have
purchased more than 800
tablets which will simplify
the identification and reg-
istration exercise across the
country,” he said.
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One of the TASAF's beneficiaries at Burugo village in Kagera region shurmg her story on how the
fund has been a great aid to them when the Deputy Minister of State in the President’s Office
responsible for Good Governance Dr Mary Mwanjelwa visited some of the poor households.

He said that the TASAF’s third phase involve
the implementation of the Productive Social
Safety Net (PSSN) Project. The programme is im-
plemented for two periods whereby the first one
(PSSN 1) was implemented from February 2013
and ended on December 31, 2019 spending a to-
tal of 1.46tri/-.

Mwamanga said that in the implementation
of the PSSN II, the government aims to spend
2.032tri/- with major focus in providing poor
households with prerequisite entrepreneur-
ship skills and income-earning opportunities to
enable them establish small-scale business and
projects for poverty alleviation

During the implementation of PSSN I, Mwa-
manga said that the programme reached at least

11 million poor households of more than five mil-
lion people were reached.

“The programme also supported at least 1.8
million secondary school children whereby most
of them completed their basic and advanced ed-
ucation and later joined higher education in vari-
ous universities. In 2019 at least 277 joined vari-
ous university colleges in the country,” he said.

The TASAF’s head further said that apart from
benefiting by getting grants, the beneficiaries
also benefited from 8,809 projects worth 130bn/-
where they reaped additional income.

“The projects ranged from various sectors
such as water 4,341, environment and conserva-
tion (2550 projects), road infrastructures (784
projects), agriculture and irrigation (776 pro-

jects) and land conservation 583 pro-
jects among others,” he said.

He also said that the programme has
contributed to the formation of 22,303
saving groups in 54 district councils in
both Tanzania mainland and Zanzibar
collecting a total of 2.5bn/-.

“We also witnessed beneficiaries
engaging in various income generat-
ing activities such as livestock keep-
ing, poultry and other small-scale
businesses. During the implantation
of the programme, the beneficiaries
managed to keep at least 11,120 cat-
tle, 2.7 million goats, 12 million chicks
and 781,400 sheep as well as initiated
small-scale business and agricultural
projects totaling 91,745,” he explained.

The beneficiaries also managed to
improve and construct at least 43, 280
decent houses.

In that regard, Mwamanga said that
the implementation of the programme
in has shown remarkable and demon-
strated to be the most innovative way
of reaching and assisting poorest to
meet their needs and overcome pov-
erty. Mwamanga cited enrollment of
ghost beneficiaries as among the ma-
jor challenges which spoiled the pro-
gramme.

He however said that to address the
challenge, the government directed
for countrywide verification exercise
which later removed all the illegible
beneficiaries in the programme.

“We were also receiving complaints
from other poor beneficiaries who
were not enrolled in the programme
because the first phase covered only
70 percent of villages in the country,
so the second phase of PSSN will cover
all villages thus not hping to receive

the complaints anymore,” he noted.

Launching the programme in Dar es
Salaam recently, President Magufuli
directed authorities to make sure that
they supervise well and control enrol-
ment of ‘phantom’ beneficiaries.

Dr Magufuli said that in the verifica-
tion exercise conducted from Novem-
ber 2015 to 2017 found a total of 73,561
ghost and illegible households being
enrolled in the programme.

“The involved people who are not
poor and leaders being enrolled in
the programmes, this should be ad-
dressed, the next phase has to ensure
that all these challenges do not exist,”
he said. According to the National Bu-
reau of Statistics (NBS), basic needs
poverty has dropped to 26.4 percent
in 2017/18 from 39 percent in 1990/91.

“Food poverty is among the major
challenge in the universe. As per WB,
a total of 736 million people are living
in extreme poverty globally, and these
are the ones living below poverty line.
And 55 percent of all poor people are
living in the African continent which
translates that in every three people in
Africa, one is poor. It is estimated that
if serious measures will not be taken,
90 percent of all poor people will
be living Africa by 2030,” President
Magufuli noted.

The Head of State said that in efforts
to fight poverty in the country, the gov-
ernment has been implementing with
anumber of projects naming TASAF as
one of the pioneer projects in ending
poverty in the country.

President Magufuli commended
donors and development partners
for their continued support in imple-
menting the programme.

Young women called to grab training opportunities for capacity building in entrepreneurship

By Guardian Correspon-
dent, Morogoro

TANZANIANS, young women
in particular are advised to
come out to grab various pro-
jects, training and other oppor-
tunities that aim to build capac-
ity for entrepreneurs since the
area is important in job crea-
tion, community development
and national economic growth.

The call was made by the
President of the College of So-
cial Sciences and Humanities at
Sokoine University of Agricul-
ture (SUA) Dr Samuel Kabote
during the training for the devel-
opment of young entrepreneurs
and inventors - especially young
women.

The training was conducted
at the University by bringing to-
gether young men who were un-

dergoing entrepreneurship from
Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda and the
United States.

The project is being imple-
mented by SUA in partnership
with other universities from the
State of Michigan in the US, Nai-
robi in Kenya and the University of
Kyambogo from Uganda and has
brought together young entrepre-
neurs to share experiences among
themselves.

Dr Kabote said the report issued
by the International Labour Or-
ganization (ILO) in 2017 shows that
127 percent of Tanzanians had no
employment hence SUA has come
up with own efforts to establish co-
operation with other institutions
of higher learning globally.

Dr Kabote said apart from the
curricula which incorporate cross-
cutting issues related to gender
and entrepreneurship, SUA has

also continued to have modal
farms which he said they have
been of great assistance to stu-
dents to study practically in the
production of commodities from
agricultural crops including juice,
and bread through the Depart-
ment of Nutrition Science and
Technology.

On his part the coordinator of
the project in Tanzania Dr John
Jeckoniah said the plan incorpo-

rates all young women entrepre-
neurs aged between 25 and 40
who are either employed or self
employed.

He said apart from the big chal-
lenge on unemployment confront-
ing many young people in the
country, many existing obstacles
thereof afflict young women. The
Kilosa District AZgricultural Of-
ficer in Morogoro Region, Theresia
Jacob said it’s not necessary for a

farmer to sell his farm products di-
rect from the farm, he can also sell
a processed farm product.

Theresia is among the entre-
preneurs who received training in
the US last year said she has ben-
efitted a lot by that training as she
has been able to add value to the
crops that enabled her to make
business within and outside the
country, increasing her income
in the process.

Roads damaged by rains under

repair in Dodoma Region - RC

By Guardian Correspondent,
Dodoma

REPAIR work has begun on the
roads infrastructures damaged by
rains in various areas of Dodoma re-
gion to restore communication that
had been severed.

Severed road communication had
caused a sharp rise in transportation
costs while other areas failed to get
social services.

Speaking early this week during
the inspection of the damaged roads
Dodoma Regional Commissioner Dr
Binilith Mahenge said the govern-
ment will ensure all roads that were
damaged by rains are repaired and
communication restored.

“The aim is to restore communi-
cation in areas affected by rains to

enable wananchi conduct their de-
velopment and economic activities
without hindrance,” he said.

Dr Mahenge said the government is
making all efforts to ensure all areas
are reachable in Chemba, Dodoma,
Bahi and Kongwa districts.

He said for those roads that were
extensively damaged, short time di-
versions will be made to give room
for major repairs of the main roads.

Dodoma Region TANROADS man-
ager Eng Leonard Chimagu said many
roads were damaged due to changes
of water courses.

“We are currently improving those
areas that were cut hence the wa-
nanchi are assured of restoration of
road communication very soon,” he
added.

The aim is to restore communication in areas af-
fected by rains to enable wananchi conduct their
development and economic activities without hin-

drance

Kawe B primary school student look at the volunteers from Time To Help Netherlands when they were decorating his school with new paint. The school was in bad
condition before the renovation.( Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Dar school in dare need of teaching, learning facilities

By Guardian Reporter

KAWE B primary school in
Dar es Salaam is in dare need of
teaching and learning facilities
such as photocopy machines
that would help to scale up edu-
cation at the school.

School head teacher, Venance

Mwasamakwela made the plea
yesterday soon after receiving
refurbished classrooms by the
charity organization—Time To
Help’ and Feza schools.

He said that photocopy ma-
chines would help the school to
print different examination test
papers which currently cost

them a lot of money to print at
the book stores.

He said his school has been
doing better academically so
the renovation by Time To Help
and Feza schools would encour-
age them to continue with their
spirit of doing better and better.

He said in the last year’s

Standard Seven examinations
all the students passed for sec-
ondary education adding that
they expect good results also in
this year’s exams.

“We appreciate the dona-
tion by Time To Help and Feza
Schools and you are good friend
of this school because our class-

rooms were in very bad condi-
tion but now they look good,”
he said

On her side, Fatma Qz from
Time To Help Netherlands
said she feels proud to be part
of people who renovated the
school adding that she would
continue encouraging col-

leagues to contribute more for
the needy.

“This is my second time to
come to Tanzania I thank God
that we have made it and the
school is looking good what I
can promise is that this will be
not my last time to visit Tanza-
nia to do charity works ,” she

said

Time To Help is global char-
ity organization found by Feza
school’s to help the community
in the areas of safe and clean
water, school desks, orphan-
age centre and other social ser-
vices.
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Violence puts future of the University of KwaZulu-Natal under threat

By Desiree Erasmus

ITH almost every flare-up,

the spoils are the same:

registration is delayed, in-

frastructure and private
property are damaged, the academic
calendar is temporarily suspended and
running battles take place between
campus security, police and some stu-
dents. During the violent Fees Must Fall
movement over 2015 and 2016, UKZN
was estimated to have recorded R262-
million in damages.

The survival of the University of Kwa-
Zulu-Natal (UKZN) as a force in South
African academics is under threat as
student violence continues year-on-
year, causing irreparable harm in the
eyes of the public, potential students,
current students, staff and donors.

This year alone, according to the in-
stitution, it had already registered R31-
million in damages.

This is as a result of a relatively small
group of angry, destructive students
who appear to be leaderless and com-
fortable with criminal behaviour, rely-
ing on the most base of human instincts
to try achieve their demands.

Daily Maverick spoke to more than a
dozen people for the purposes of this
article. The majority were reluctant to
be named, saying they feared for their
safety, the safety of their children or
the security of their jobs.

The protests at UKZN have been re-
corded almost annually for the good
part of a decade, with the more recent
demands including debt relief for non-
NSFAS students, safe and affordable
student accommodation, funding for
previous NSFAS beneficiaries now do-
ing postgraduate studies, and that stu-
dents who have been excluded on the
basis of poor results be allowed to con-
tinue studying.

With almost every flare-up, the spoils
are the same: registration is delayed,
infrastructure and private property
are damaged, the academic calendar
is temporarily suspended and running
battles take place between campus se-
curity, police and some students.

During the violent #FeesMustFall
movement over 2015 and 2016, UKZN
was estimated to have recorded R262-
million in damages.

No matter how unrealistic some of
the student demands may be, or have
been in the past, the university, like oth-
ers across the country, has been forced
to negotiate and make concessions due
to a lack of consistency in the position
of national government regarding free
education.

“It seems the theory is that if there is
violence and potential harm to others,
management has the responsibility to
protect both property and others. In
this instance, they are forced to nego-
tiate with room for more concessions,”
former UKZN lecturer, political com-
mentator and PhD candidate Lukhona
Mnguni told Daily Maverick.

Another lecturer, who asked not to
be named for fear of reprisal, told Daily
Maverick that the university faced mul-
tiple threats to its revenue, meaning
the ability to offer quality education to
students across all spectrums, includ-
ing those from poorer households, was
being severely affected.

The university has reported that 78%
of its students are from homes that
earn less than R350,000 a year.

UKZN has put in place measures to
ensure that no student has to pay 100%
of his or her debt in 2020. The maxi-
mum amount payable has been capped
at R45,000 per student, and 67% of stu-
dents have been asked to pay a maxi-
mum of R10,000 towards their individ-
ual debt, according to the organisation.

In January, higher education minister
Blade Nzimande said that funds owed
to universities by non-NSFAS students
could not be absorbed by the govern-
ment. Possible funding opportunities
lay with the private sector, he added.

But, said the lecturer, the national
government would probably bow to
student demands for political reasons,
while private funding and endow-
ments were diminishing as a result of a
poor economy and the worry that do-
nating would be “justifying the criminal
behaviour” of some students.

(Daily Maverick made contact with
the head of the UKZN Foundation, Pro-
fessor Anesh Singh, to confirm or deny
a decline in donations, but Singh said
he was unable to speak unless author-
ised to do so. Thereafter, he did not re-
spond to messages.)

“University management is weak,”
said the lecturer.

“They are good academics, but they
don’t know how to run institutions.
They are having to bend over back-

wards to accommodate student de-
mands, and if they were to come down
hard on the students, government
would come down hard on them.”

He said the current violence was
reminiscent of apartheid South Africa
when National Party “storm troopers”
would disrupt meetings because they
knew there would be no consequences.

The lecturer’s sentiments are shared
by well-known UKZN-based researcher
Mary de Haas.

“The ringleaders responsible for the
mayhem on UKZN campuses would
probably be the first to shout anti-
colonialism slogans, but little do they
know that their thuggish tactics were
pioneered by the apartheid regime in
the pre-1994 period,” said De Haas in a
letter to the editor that she forwarded
to Daily Maverick.

Back then, said De Haas, the instiga-
tors of the violence that were egged
on by apartheid handlers were usually
“weak students who were not going to
make the grade academically”.

“However, the scale of destruction
was nowhere near what we are seeing
now and, although it poses new chal-
lenges — especially given the size of the
merged university — I believe that, in
the light of my own experience, it could
have been far better handled than it
has been thus far.”

Daily Maverick was told by a reliable
source that at least two of the private
corporations that once sent their staff
for further education at UKZN were no
longer doing so as they could not risk
the safety of their employees or the
possibility that the quality of qualifica-
tions had “diminished”.

Some of the parents of students at
the institution told Daily Maverick they
were “gatvol” at what they perceived
to be government and management
indulging “dangerous” and “criminal
behaviour” at a public institution.

Said one mother:

“When I see on the news or hear from
my son about what is going on, I am
terrified, especially because we aren’t
near him. We trust that the university
will look after him and he will be safe,
but after last week and what happened
[when a professor was assaulted], they
have no respect, really and truly. I wor-
ry about it every day, but we can't af-
ford to send him somewhere else.

“I feel the students are entitled. Eve-
rybody else must pay. We can't have
our debt cancelled. T do feel sorry for
the students who can’t afford to study,
I do understand. We battle to pay [our
son’s] fees and to run our home, but at
the end of the day, it’s about a commit-
ment we made and sacrifices we made
to better our children. I can be sympa-
thetic that some people can’t afford it,
but I can’t agree with the way they are
going about it.”

Another mother told Daily Maverick
her daughter had to “run for her life”
when bricks were being thrown during
a recent protest, but she was unable to
send her to another institution. “UKZN
is the best we can do with the money
we have.”

Other parents said they had tried to
apply for grants, but had been turned
down.

“People hear our surname and they
think that we are white, which imme-

Students protest
at UKZN File
photo

diately excludes us. The poor stu-
dents get everything handed to
them on a plate and some of them
still act this way.”

A masters student who works
in the private sector told Daily
Maverick she had to visit the How-
ard College campus recently and
found it “deeply unsettling” to see
police and armed security patrol-
ling the grounds.

Some of the students involved
in the protests (all claiming paci-
fism) insisted that the “trouble-
makers” were very likely non-stu-
dents, but admitted they had no
evidence to back this up.

Mnguni told Daily Maverick
that the very nature of mass ac-
tion had “a tendency to invite op-
portunistic elements that can be
rogue and manifest themselves
through violence and other dis-
ruptive forms of engagement not
necessarily part of the protest
repertoire”.

“There have also been some
claims from students (especially
during #FeesMustFall) that pri-
vate security companies could be
involved in acts of sabotage as a
way to increase their contractual
obligations with universities.

“However, in the recent protests
at UKZN, it seems students are
directly involved, masked with
bandannas wrapped as balacla-
vas. This is so because the masked
people tend to be within the vicin-
ity of the protest.”

Other students involved in the
protests told Daily Maverick that
their peers “never” turned to vio-
lence “unless they are provoked”.

This is, however, not true. This
journalist, and many others, have
been on UKZN campuses several
times during protest action and
seen students hurl rocks and
bricks at police and university se-
curity without being provoked.

A fee-paying first-year student
who also spoke on condition that
he not be named told Daily Mav-
erick: “I would not be here if my
parents could afford to send me
somewhere else.

“I worry about the quality of
my degree. I can sympathise with
the protesting students, but their
methods are wrong. I do not feel
safe on campus, even with the pri-
vate security that has been beefed
up, and [the presence of] police.
I really worry about the value of
my degree, it worries me every
hour of every day.”

Other non-fee-paying students
said much the same thing. They
too told Daily Maverick they un-
derstood the frustration of their
peers, and found the protests
necessary “to get the attention
of management”, but added that
their studies and attempts to “bet-
ter ourselves” had been “[taken]
hostage” by “a group of thugs” and
“fools” who took part in “crimi-
nal” acts.

They said they also worried
about the credibility of their de-
grees and “really worried” about
time lost. They too spoke to Daily
Maverick on condition of ano-
nymity for fear of reprisal.

A second-year student complet-
ing a degree in the sciences said
if she could afford to leave UKZN
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and finish her degree at another
institution, she would do so “right
now”, because of the disruptions.

Asked how her lecturers ad-
dressed the protests and the acts
of violence, she replied:

“They don't. It’s like we are just
supposed to carry on like nothing
is happening.”

The young woman said that
she had not been intimidated or
hurt during any of the protests
because “I know where to go,
there are places [the protesting
students] don’t go. One guy was
actually quite apologetic after he
bumped me once.”

But it wasn’t all negative among
the students Daily Maverick
spoke to. Second-year Bcom stu-
dent Reyhaan Ebrahim, based at
UKZN'’s Westville campus, said he
tried to maintain a positive out-
look despite the challenges.

“When the protests start and
lectures are suspended, I'm left
the whole day at campus, strand-
ed. I was uncertain whether to at-
tend lectures because eventually
once the protest starts, we'd be
kicked out.

“Sometimes the lectures con-
tinue and I am not there so I am
missing out on work... which is
hard to catch up on.”

Ebrahim said he had not been
physically affected by the vio-
lence during protests but had “a
few friends that have actually got
injured due to the whole commo-
tion and panic”.

He also told Daily Maverick he
had never considered studying
elsewhere as he was content with
his results and enjoyed his circle
of friends.

Asked about the credibility of
his degree, Ebrahim responded:

“I always like to think positively,
so I hope the issues get sorted out.
The vice-chancellor sent us a very
relieving message about how the
protest action won't dictate the
future [of UKZN], so yes, I do feel
I will still have a credible degree
qualification.”

SRC president Sifiso Simelane
told Daily Maverick that any vio-
lence during protests or any acts
of intimidation or harassment
had absolutely nothing to do with
student leadership.

“We have openly said to stu-
dents that violence will not be tol-
erated,” he said.

“We want the government to
intervene in the impasse between
us and management. We have
spoken to provincial government
and we have also met the national
administrator for NSFAS. We have
been in meetings with the minis-
ter of higher education.

“We don't know why things
have stalled. The minister cur-
rently came here and met the
management without us as stu-
dent representatives. We wrote to
them again and said the impasse
would [not end] if they only met
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with one side.

“We were told that if we wanted
to know why we weren't invited
to the meeting, we must ask the
Department of Higher Education.
So those two (management and
higher education) are fighting,
and we don’t know what is hap-
pening currently.”

Simelane also reiterated that
in order to have “proper engage-
ment with the council”, which
was difficult while “this violence”
was continuing, the academic
programme should be suspend-
ed.

He said he was concerned
about the “integrity of the institu-
tion, the violence, and the burn-
ing of buildings”.

“We know that the integrity of
the institution is under attack,
but we don't want a situation
whereby the focus is solely going
to be around the violence and
the burning of buildings. What is
required of you as journalists and
media houses is to try to expose
the source of what is happening.
This violence, it can’t be tolerated.
Those people who are responsi-
ble must be prosecuted.”

The violence was also a reflec-
tion of the competence of UKZN’s
security, he said.

“Risk Management Services is
not fit enough to deal with the is-
sues.”

He asked why management
could not “plan” for “[the vio-
lence] they know is going to hap-
pen every year. Every year in Janu-
ary there is burning of buildings”.

He said parents “needed to un-
derstand” that the protests were
“not the fault of the SRC or stu-
dents”.

“Universities have got manage-
ment. If you have management
that can't take decisions, if you
have management that says what-
ever happens they are willing
to proceed [with the academic
programme], then parents must
direct their anger towards the
management, not the student
leaders.”

Daily Maverick sent several
questions to UKZN and agreed to
requests for two extensions. The
university did not respond to the
questions, despite saying it would
do so, but it did send a statement
to Daily Maverick suggesting it be
considered for an Op-ed.

In the supplied op-ed, UKZN
vice-chancellor professor Nana
Poku said if the institution was to
cancel the historical debt of the
students, “it would plunge our in-
stitution into a financial crisis so
deep that we would be forced to
close our doors to thousands—an
outcome that will be detrimental
to the University, the communi-
ties we serve, our economy and
our country”.

The debt amounts to R1.7-bil-
lion.

Agencies

3 Letter word: STY
4 Letter word:
5 Letter word:
6 Letter word:
7 Letter word:

8 Letter word:

In this puzzle you have no clues, only a list of words that all fit

into the grid. The Guardian have given you a head start

YAYA, OMEN, PAIN, INRO, IRAN, MASS
NOISE, NOBLE, MINOR, SNORE, RINSE,
LEADER, SPARED, EVENTS, STRESS
GRIBBLE, ELEVATE, LINEAGE,
BAGAMOYO, LEGALIZE,
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Clues: Across

1. Another name for lake Malawi (4,5) |1
6. Method (5) 2
8. No. 1 producer of oil in Africa (7) |3
10. Fermented milk product (7) 4.
12. Rushing forward (6) 5
14. Amphibian similar to frog (4) 7

16. Impurities (4) 11.
BIEINE[VIOILIEINICIE Jll _ |18. Prize (5) 13.
a 2| [20. Approximately (5) 15.

§ 23. Linear or orderly arrangement (9) |16.

| |26. Proof of purchase (7) 17.

§ 27. Valuable thing (5) 19.

,2 28. Military unit (5) 21.

2 [29. First Woman in Bible (3) 22.

§ 30. Rob place or steal goods (7) 24.

31. Variety (5) 25.

Down:

. Capital city of the UK (6)

. Fought in 1978 - 1979 (6,4)
. Uninvolved (4)

. First ruling party in Kenya (4)
. Take a seat (3) 9. Limit (8)

Friend (5)

Defeated army’s retreat (4)
Agricultural laborer (5)

Slight wetness (4)

Male child (3)

Reduce something (3, 4)

On leeward side (4)

More acceptable (6)

Sound of feet (5)

The third longest river in Africa(5
Tree with winged seeds (5)
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Nsekela promises disciplined Zanzibar

lawmakers rate cut on loans in future

By The Banker Reporter

EEKING to return a bigger

part of Zanzibar House of

Representatives members as

borrowers from CRDB Bank
Plc after general elections later this year,
Managing Director Abdulmajid Nsekela
has promised to negotiate with Speaker,
Zuberi Ali Maulid an amicable interest
rate to be charged on such loans.

Nsekela and his top management
team descended on the Spice Islands
last weekend to mobilise the lawmakers
and senior government officials on
CRDB’s new found inertia to grow its
business presence by lending more both
to individuals and the state.

Responding to concerns raised by
the House of Representatives members
and cabinet ministers during the stake-
holders meeting hosted by the bank,
Nsekela said, CRDB is, ‘The bank that
listens’ hence after this year’s elections
scheduled for October, the bank’s credit
experts will consult with the Speaker’s
office to agree on a reasonable rate.

He said as the bank seeks to expand
its presence in Zanzibar through lend-
ing both to the state and individuals, the
lawmakers are an important constitu-
ency to deal with. “T understand your
concerns regarding interest rates but I
can assure you that we will sit down and
discuss this with the Speaker’s office,” he
said to the relief of the legislators.

Nsekela also promised to give counsel-

o

Zanzibar House of Representatives chairman, Hamza Hassan Juma making his contribution
while CRDB managing director, Abdulmajid Nsekela looks on during the bank’s hosted meeting
last weekend. Photo courtesy of CRDB.

ling on financial management
and how to invest borrowed
money by the lawmakers
many of who had complained
that banks are behaving like
loan sharks which give them
loans and eagerly wait for a
default to auction collateral.
CRDB which commands 20
percent of the market’s loan
portfolio and 24 percent of
deposits is targeting to give
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loans to the House of Rep-
resentative members once
they get re-elected, a tradi-
tion which dates back several
years.

The CRDB boss who de-
scribed Zanzibar clients as
the best ever because of their
discipline in repaying their
loans, noted that because of
such an outstanding credit
history, reducing interest

¥

rates is inevitable as the risk
is low.

“We have so far given out
over Itrn/- in loans includ-
ing to Zanzibar civil servants
and House of Representative
members,” he added say-
ing over the past year, CRDB
managed to reduce non per-
forming loans from 9 to 5.5
percent which is slightly up
the central bank ceiling of 5

percent.

In his contribution, House of Repre-
sentatives Chairman, Hamza Hassan Juma
said many lawmakers take loans and use
them for recurrent expenditure which
sometimes makes them suffer during re-
payment because they did not invest.

“We call upon the bank to give the mem-
bers some financial counselling before
lending them so that the money which
comes in big amounts is invested,” Juma
said while noting that CRDB should also
help finance the government’s develop-
ment projects some of which have the
potential to repay the loans on schedule.

He also requested CRDB management
to shift this year’s annual meeting to the
Isles so that shareholders from other parts
of the country should also have contact
with the Spice Islands as part of diversifi-
cation.

Legislator Tauhida Galos concurred
with Juma’s observation on the need to
provide counselling to borrowers saying
many suffer because the loans are used
to finance consumables. “But the issue of
interest rates needs serious consideration
because we as House of Representative
members we can’t default, why charge as
the usual market rates?” Galos queried.

She also suggested that bankers moni-
tor the spending styles of borrowers to en-
sure that such money is not wasted hence
paving the way for smooth repayment.
The prevailing loan interest rates in the
market range between 16 and 18 percent.

FNB ‘aggressively’ repositions for platform-based future

JOHANNESBURG

Popularly regarded as one of the
banks at the forefront of digital
innovation, First National Bank (FNB)
says it is now “deliberately” stepping
up its game into a data-driven,
platform-based future.

This is the word from CEO Jacques
Celliers, who says this is part of a
process to ensure each customer’s
experience is individualised
according to their financial needs.
“Our strategy is simple; we want to
help our customers with contextual
solutions through a trusted platform,”
the CEO told ITWeb.

“The journey sees us integrate our
rich and ever-expanding ecosystems
and value propositions in transacting,
lending, investing and insuring into
our enterprise digital platform,”
he says. “This will increasingly
allow customers across retail and
commercial segments to experience
various helpful financial solutions,
each tailored to their specific
individual contexts.”

He believes this “simple strategy”
will also give FNB the competitive-
edge over digital entrants currently
making inroads in SAs banking
space. In the past year, the local retail
banking space saw financial service
providers such as TymeBank and
Discovery Bank disrupt the traditional
banking model with branchless and

FNB CEO Jacques Celliers.

digital-only offerings.

According to Celliers, FNB’s approach is to always
respect competition because the industry will always go
through phases of it. However, FNB remains resolute in its
commitment to build a trusted platform for customers, he
states.

“In the same way Spotify is able to individualise
recommended playlists for users of their platform, we need
to help our retail and commercial customers navigate their
financial contexts with appropriate financial solutions to
support them in dealing with their respective challenges
and opportunities.

“Overall, most of the reconfiguration we've seen
amongst our competitors is something we've already
done in our business - whether you're looking at rewards
or the digitisation of services. That said, competition is
great for our sector because it removes any possibility of
complacency.”

Brick-and-mortar advocate

While competitors announced
branch closures, FNB stated the
brick-and-mortar bank branch is still
very much part of its future. Celliers
says his bank has been on a journey
to modernise points-of-presence
infrastructure, which includes
campuses, branches, suites and ATMs,
all the way to the bank’s speed-point
terminals.

“The manner in which we are
responding to the step-change in our
customers’ needs is to enhance our
physical environments in such a way
that customers experience our cool
digital platforms not only when they
are on their own but also when they
visit us, which is when they need
human interaction and support.

“Our branch personnel, for instance,
continue to play an important role
in offering adequate product advice
to customers and they are enabled
through our powerful interfaces
to increasingly use technology to
understand each customer’s context,
and to ultimately become money
managers. In the same way Uber
drivers are enabled through their
platform to wow their customers, so
too our frontline teams are able to
bring exponential helpfulness to life.”

In the same breath, Celliers points
out the bank has made significant
improvements in managing queues in
branches. This, he says, is enabled by
allowing customers to perform most

banking functions across a broad
range of interfaces and alternative
payment options.

“ATM  queues are typically
influenced by customers’ cash needs,
especially around month-end, and
to a great extent, we are able to solve
cash needs by enabling customers
to use solutions such as Cash@till,
eWallet, and cash-accepting ATMs, to
make cash deposits or withdrawals.”
The CEO reveals the FNB app is still a
popular digital solution that resonates
with customers.

“AsatJune 2019, we were in the region
of three million active users on our app
and we believe richer functionality will
enable us to attract more eyeballs and
interactions. “Similarly, we continue to
see progress around the use of digital
capabilities in branch, which is partly
due to customers being able to use our
multi-purpose banking interfaces and
others connecting to our free branch
WiFi to quickly and efficiently perform
transactions.”

Commenting on the future of the
local bank scene, Celliers says FNB
remains energised by the buzz in the
sector without being oblivious to the
economic pressures on customers,
especially those in vulnerable
positions. “Despite the tough operating
environment, our customers can look
forward to a decade of industry-leading
solutions from us as we embark on a
platform future,” he concludes.

France's Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire.

No global digital tax

by end-2020 would
mean chaos - France

RIYADH

Failure to reach a global deal on where and how
much to tax digital giants such as Google, Amazon or
Facebook would result in many digital tax regimes
emerging all over the world, France’s Finance Minister
said on Sunday.

It would also likely trigger U.S. retaliatory tariffs, U.S.
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin told reporters,
underscoring Washington’s determination to thwart
tax rules planned by France and other countries if no
global deal is reached.

Speaking to Reuters on the sidelines of a meeting of
world financial leaders, Bruno Le Maire said the gath-
ering had been very useful in establishing consensus
on such global tax rules. Finance ministers and central
bankers from the world’s 20 biggest economies, the
G20, met in Riyadh for talks on economic issues, with
digital taxation topping their two-day agenda.

Mnuchin said the issue was being addressed in ne-
gotiations with the Organization for Economic Coop-
eration and Development, and he hoped it could be
resolved by the end of the year. But he said Washington
would strike back at the digital taxes passed by France
and others if those efforts failed.

“We’ve been very consistent in saying we think the
digital services tax is discriminatory in nature against
digital companies, and specifically a handful of U.S.
companies,” he said. “The president was clear that we
were proceeding with ... reciprocal tariffs.”

France and the United States have declared a truce
to allow the multilateral talks to reach a conclusion by
year-end. “For the first time there is wide consensus
among the G20 members on the necessity of having a
new international taxation system,” Le Maire said.

“We have to address the issue of digital companies
making profits in many countries without any physical
presence, which means without paying the due level
of taxes,” he said. “And we also have to address the key
question of minimum taxation and the risk of having
a race to the bottom on taxation,” he said. The OECD
wants to agree on technical details of such a tax by July.

“There is a consensus to build a solution by the end of
2020,” Le Maire said, noting the alternative - no agree-
ment - would create a proliferation of different tax sys-
tems making life more difficult for companies.

“Let’s be clear - either we have at the end of 2020
an international solution... clearly in the interest of all
countries and digital companies, or there is no solution
and ... then it will be up the national taxes to enter into
force,” Le Maire said.

“Instead of having one single, simple solution, we
would have many different digital taxes, all over the
world.” The United States, home to most of the digital
giants, has been wary of committing to a solution on
taxing them before a presidential election later this
year.

Global growth could shrink by more than $1.1 trillion if coronavirus turns global pandemic

LONDON

Analysts are rushing to quantify
the fallout of an intensified coronavi-
rus outbreak, and Oxford Economics
believes the virus turning pandemic
could wipe out $1.1 trillion from the
world economy.

A spate of new coronavirus deaths
in Italy, Iran, and South Korea fuelled
new fears of a prolonged global out-
break on Monday. US stocks tumbled
the most in two years as investors fled
risk assets and piled into gold and gov-

ernment debt.

All eyes are now on the virus’ death
toll outside of China, a key metric for
predicting the outbreak’s future con-
tainment. While the rate of infection
in China has slowed, new outbreaks in
Asia and Europe could escalate coro-
navirus into a global pandemic.

Economists at Oxford Economics
split their outlook toward the virus’
economic fallout into two scenarios.
Their baseline assumes “a large but
short-lived economic impact” focused
in China, before the outbreak rises to

the level of a pandemic. Global gross
domestic product growth would slow
by 0.2% from January to February be-
fore a quick upswing.

Should coronavirus become a pan-
demic contained within Asia, global
gross domestic product growth in
2020 will fall 0.5%, or $400 billion
below the firm’s baseline estimate, ac-
cording to the note. A slowdown in
world trade and consumer spending
would hit most severely during the
first half of the year before a sharp re-
covery lasts through 2021.

The projected hit to global GDP near-
ly triples if infection rates spike around
the globe, economists Adam Slater and
Neil Walker wrote. Economic growth
around the world would slump to
nearly zero in the first half of the year
as the US and advanced European
economies enter technical recessions
in the first half of the year. Full-year
GDP would fall 1.3% below Oxford Eco-
nomics’ baseline, erasing $1.1 trillion in
previously expected economic growth.

Even in the more ominous case, the
global economy would exhibit a rapid

recovery following the pandemic’s
containment, the team added. The
virus would inflict “a short but very
sharp shock” to world GDP, recover
during the end of 2020 and into 2021,
and normalise around pre-outbreak
levels through the end of next year, Ox-
ford Economics projected.

The economists looked to 2003’s
SARS outbreak and past swine flu
epidemics to support their estimates.
Oxford Economics anticipates a pan-
demic-level outbreak would impact
economies through several channels,

including discretionary spending,
a shock to nations’ labour supplies,
plummeting tourism and travel behav-
iour, and lower capital investment.

Financial sectors around the world
would suffer from falling equities pric-
es and growing money market spreads,
the firm added. Coronavirus has killed
more than 2,700 people and infected
more than 80,000 as of Tuesday. At
least 40 deaths have been reported
outside of mainland China, and cases
have been confirmed in at least 37
countries.
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Bankers, insurers seek review of BoT regulations to invest in agriculture

By Francis Kajubi

ANKERS and insurers have

called on Bank of Tanzania

to review some regulations

relating to debt servicing
in order to encourage them invest in
agriculture.

Speaking at a stakeholders’ meeting
convened by Ministry of Agriculture
in Dar es Salaam earlier this week, the
banking and insurance experts said
BoT's strict regulations relating to non
performing loans are a major obstacle
in their quest to invest heavily in the
agriculture sector whose means of
production remain archaic.

They gave an example of the
sector relying on season rains which
remain unpredictable as unreliable
weather data supplied by Tanzania
Meteorological Agency (TMA) and
frequency policy changes.

Head of Credit at CRDB Bank PIc,
Musa Lwila blamed BoT’s regulatory
treatment of agriculture related loans
that may take more than a season to
get paid but are subject to similar rules
as other businesses when it comes to
non-performing loans (NPLs).

“The central bank’s regulations
treats agriculture loans as other
business loans when it comes to
classification of NPLs. Defaulted loans
by farmers and peasants should be
treated separately and special but on
the contrary regulations generalize
the issue posing fear to our customers
who are owners of the money we
invest,” said Lwila.

According to him, BoT need to
revisit the regulations classifying and
provisioning for agriculture related
loans for them to offer long term
credit that can take a minimum of
three year before the payback period
commences.

Speaking on reluctance to finance
some crops that the ministry see them
as having potential such as avocado,
spices and sunflowers, NMB Bank
Plc’s Senior Relationship Agribusiness
Manager John Machunda said the
sector is not much organized for
lenders to invest their money.

“Even  the  price  discovery
mechanism of the cash crop is yet not
proper, there are double standards in
pricing from one area to another in the
same country,” Machunda said.

Deputy minister for agriculture and cooperatives, Hussein Bashe.

He further cited competition
between small and large scale
producers of seeds and edible oil as
another setback for the lenders to
venture into the sub-sector, noting
that large producers are liable
to value added tax while small
ones are exempted which poses
inflexibility on the market hence
pose doubts to lenders seeking to
issue long term loans.

Deputy Managing Director
MGen Insurance Tanzania Limited,
Ernest Kilumbi, blamed the
ministry and TMA for unreliable
data provided on weather index,
unreliable agro-production costs
and yields.

“Regardless of the risks in the
market, we have been offering
insurancecover to farmers and
peasants since 2013 for a number
of cash crops including paddy
rice, sunflower, grain and millet in
Mbeya, Manyara, Dodoma, Singida,
Njombe, Iringa and Morogoro.
About 13,000 farmers from these
regions have benefited from
services to date,” said Kilumbi.

On his part, Jabir Kigoda who is

Head Business Development UAP
Insurance Tanzania, said the firm
started offering insurance cover
for crops in 2013 but admitted that
it could have invested much more
if the government addressed all
identified hurdles.

“In 2019 we reached a total of
44,000 farmers especially from the
Southern Highland regions with an
insurance cover on crops worth
600m/-. We call upon policy review
for us to invest more,” Kigoda said.

Responding to issues raised,
Deputy Minister for Agriculture
and Cooperatives, Hussein Bashe
admitted that concerns raised by
the insurers and bankers were
genuine and that the ministry will
work on them before tabling of the
2020/21 budget to parliament.

“Financial institutions have
invested only 9 percent in the last
financial year in agriculture which
is way too low to for the estimated
65 percent of Tanzanians working
in the sector. We need heavy
investments, in fact, long term
loans and insurance cover to
facilitate farming,” Bashe noted.

African edtech start-ups selected
for Mastercard accelerator

JOHANNESBURG

The Mastercard Foundation Centre
for Innovative Teaching and Learning
in Information, Communications and
Technology (ICT) has announced
the first cohort of 12 edtech fellows
that will benefit from its 12-month
acceleration programme.

According to the Mastercard
Foundation, the centre was established
in 2018 to spark innovation and
promote promising practices in the
use of ICT in teaching and learning,
and thereby catalyse significant
improvement in access, quality and
relevance of education.

One of the centre’s objectives is
to identify demand-driven edtech
innovations that close the gap in
education and learning outcomes for
the most disadvantaged students, in
line with the Mastercard Foundation’s
Young Africa Works strategy. Two
of the 12 fellows are from SA: online
learning platform Siyavula Education,
and mobile teacher-training platform
Instill Education.

The fellows were selected after an
Africa-wide request for proposals in
October last year. Innovators were
invited to submit proposals that either
enhance and increase accessibility
and affordability of professional
development for in-service teachers,
which also minimise their out-
of-classroom time; or create and
deliver enriched learning content
that improves quality, relevance and
accessibility to both in-school and out-
of-school secondary school learners.

“The announcement of these first
fellows at the Centre for Innovative
Teaching and Learning is a milestone
moment in the work we are carrying
out in Africa,” says Peter Materu, chief
programme officer at the Mastercard
Foundation.”Bringing together
these talented entrepreneurs and
supporting them as they innovate
to drive excellence in teaching and
learning offers new opportunities
with great potential to raise the bar in
African education and benefit tens of
millions of students.”

The companies will receive a
package over the next year that
includes customised mentorship,
financial support, the opportunity to
test, validate and scale their business,

and a $40 000 grant to aid in the
development of their solutions.

“Were very proud and excited
to have this first group of leading
African innovators in edtech with us,”
says Joseph Nsengimana, head of the
Mastercard Foundation Centre for
Innovative Teaching and Learning in
ICT.

“These companies are working to
expand the use of ICT to address some
of the most pressing issues facing
education in Africa today. We will
give them access to the customised
mentoring and financial support they
need over the next year, so that they
can test, refine and validate their
products. With that, they can grow
their businesses and help to improve
learning outcomes throughout Africa.”

The selected edtech companies
are: O’Genius Priority, Rwanda: An
educational platform where students
use computers to perform laboratory
experiments, equipping them with
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Peter Materu, chief programme officer at the Mastercard Foundation.
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experiential and practical science
knowledge.

iCog Labs, Ethiopia: Provides coding
and soft skills training to young
people in 15 Ethiopian cities. M-Shule,
Kenya: A mobile learning platform
that connects learners with tailored
tutoring, training, assessments and
data through SMS. The Dr CL Smith
Foundation, Kenya: Technology that
enables students to access short and
engaging curriculum content in text,
audio and video formats through a
mobile application.

Litemore, Kenya: A mobile-first
data management platform that
allows students to access Kenya’s best
instructors anywhere, at any time.
Chalkboard Education, Ghana: Offers
software and services for institutions to
create and track training programmes
on mobile, without Internet access.

HITCH, Nigeria: An educational video
platform that provides underserved
African schools with curated, high-

quality educational content. Siyavula
Education, South Africa: A customised
online learning platform that uses
the latest research on motivation,
sequencing and cognitive science to
optimise student study habits and
improve test scores.

Instill Education, South Africa: A
mobile teacher-training platform
that provides educators with bite-
sized and practical content using an
approach that reinforces learning and
deepens retention. AkooBooks Audio,
Ghana: A platform and ICT solutions
provider that transforms African
books into engaging audio books that
are accessible on mobile phones.

Eneza Education, Ghana: Provides
learning and revision materials via
SMS/USSD on basic feature phones.
Kytabu Co, Kenya: Technology that
enables students to access short and
engaging curriculum content in text,
audio and video formats through a
mobile application.
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Bond investors signal SA to lose investment grade

JOHANNESBURG

Many investors expect South Africa
to lose its last investment-grade rating.
Their only question is when. Finance
Minister. Hard-currency bond investors
have already downgraded South Africa
to junk.

The premium investors demand to
the country’s dollar debt rather than US.
Treasuries climbed above the emerging-

market average in October, shortly
before Moody’s Investors Service cut
the country’s credit outlook to negative.
It has now been above the mean for the
longest period since Bloomberg started
tracking the data in 1997. Previously,
South Africa’s sovereign spread crossed
above the average for brief periods only
during times of stress.

Many investors expect South Africa
to lose its last investment-grade rating.

Their only question is when. Moody’s
is scheduled to review the assessment
shortly after Finance Minister Tito
Mboweni’s key budget statement. To
escape a downgrade, Mboweni would
have to convince Moody’s that the
government is on track to restructure
ailing state-owned companies, and
has credible plans to curb the budget
shortfall and fuel growth.

“We are sceptical the government

will make sufficient progress on fiscal
consolidation in time for the 2020
budget,” analysts at RBC Securities
wrote in a note. “We expect Moody’s
to downgrade South Africa to non-
investment grade in March, though
the decision is likely to be a close call.”
Others, including Morgan Stanley’s
Johannesburg-based Andrea Masia,
expect the downgrade to be delayed
until November.

MARKETTRENDS

Bank's R3.5bn
bailout of SAA
may be depleted
by early March

CAPE TOWN

Minister of Public Enterprises Pravin Gordhan has
said that the R3.5bn in emergency funding that SAA
received from the state-owned Development Bank of
Southern Africa earlier in the year may be depleted by
early March.

Gordhan was addressing a joint sitting of Parliament’s
Standing Committee on Public Accounts and Parlia-
ment’s Portfolio Committee on Public Enterprises on
Wednesday morning, where he stressed that the need to
provide financial assistance to the beleaguered flag car-
rier would be a reality until the business rescue process
is finalised.

The admission from Gordhan regarding the bailout
money came in response to questions from SCOPA
member Alf Lees. While the minister talked about the
importance of the provision of finance, he did not make
any definitive announcements about emergency fund-
ing.

SAA was placed under voluntary business rescue in
December, and received R3.5bn of emergency funding
from the DBSA in early January. Earlier this month its
business rescue practitioners, Siviwe Dongwana and Les
Matuson, made the decision to cancel all the airline’s do-
mestic routes except for the popular Johannesburg-Cape
Town flight to save cash. Some regional and internation-
al flights were also cancelled. Their business rescue plan
is expected to be finalised by the end of the February.

Dongwana and Matuson attended the joint sitting on
Wednesday along with other members of the business
rescue team and officials from the Department of Pub-
lic Enterprises, but Gordhan took the lead in updating
Parliament.

Asked whether a private partner could be brought into
the fold, Gordhan said while details were still being de-
termined, the airline needed “the right kind of combina-
tion” between public and private ownership. “Nobody is
going to offer you anything for SAA now. You could pick
it up for R1. You would probably have to pay someone to
come in and take SAA off our hands,” said Gordhan.

The minister, who had a touch of laryngitis, told MPs
that the airline’s business rescue practitioners must con-
sult with unions and creditors during the process of de-
veloping their plan. The plan must be published within
10 days of its finalisation. Parliament will then have an
opportunity to study it, he said.

“The key issue going forward is the provision of fi-
nance. There is money coming from lenders and DFIs
(development finance institutions) and the way we want
to handle this is as a process that allows us to create a
viable airline that can go into the future,” said Gordhan.

After the meeting, Dongwana told Fin24 that he was
pleased with the meeting and Scopa chair, Mkhuleko
Hlengwa’s appreciation of the delicate business rescue
process. “The chair put it well that everyone should give
the business rescue practitioners the time to finalise the
plan and publish the plan and then come back to Scopa
in context of a business rescue plan to answer all of the
questions,” said Dongwana.

MPs did, however, express misgivings about the de-
partment arguing that a provision in the Public Finance
Management Act allowed the airline to abstain from ta-
bling financial statements. Gordhan said there was no
deliberate attempt to flout PFMA requirements. It was
merely a consequence of the business’ financial realities,
the minister insisted.
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Mechanization is essential for Tanzania's agricultural development

arm mechanization is the

magic behind increased

productivity and transfor-

mation of the agriculture
sector; shifting from muscle-powered
crop cultivation to a mechanized
mode of production.

Mechanization leads to increased
output of higher value products, which
culminate to improved livelihoods for
smallholder farmers. In fact, the routes
to agricultural mechanization in Asia,
for example, Vietnam rice production
mechanization plan, enabled farmers
to shift from a small and unplanned
farming form to large-scale produc-
tion. Their approach provides interest-
ing insights, experience, and knowl-
edge of how Tanzania can mechanize

Stanbic Bank Relationship
Manager - Commercial Banking

Farming in Tanzania is still unques-
tionably, the leading economic activity
for over 65 percent of the population.
However, it is faced with major con-
straints such as unskilled labour, poor

technology and dependence on unreli-
able and irregular weather conditions,
that hinders its development.
According to the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, the country has a total of 44 mil-

lion hectares of land suitable for agri-
cultural production, only 10.8 million
hectares are currently being cultivat-
ed. Therefore, the use and availability
of modern farming technologies will
be a driving force towards improving
land productivity through establish-
ment of projects such as horticulture,
modern irrigation, modern livestock
and poultry production.

Additionally, mechanised agricul-
ture practices will increase access of
raw materials to feed the country’s
industrial demand, as well as support
the agenda to eliminate malnutrition
and hunger in Africa by 2025.

The government recognises the piv-
otal role of the agricultural sector, both
in terms of economic growth and pov-
erty reduction and has created differ-

ent strategies and policies to support
the sector, such as; Tanzania Agricul-
ture Mechanization strategy (2006)
and second phase of the Agriculture
Sector Development Programme
(ASDP II). Among other things, the lat-
ter highlights the importance of mech-
anization in increasing rural labour
productivity and attracting young en-
trepreneurs to the sector.

Despite the government’s efforts, the
level of farm machinery use by small-
holder farmers in Tanzania is still low.
Some of the major challenges include:
lack of coordination in linking farmers
demand and supply of machineries
and their services, the sunk cost na-
ture of farm machinery investments,
and lack of machinery maintenance
services in rural areas.

In order to address these challeng-
es and increase access to agriculture
equipment, Stanbic Bank rolled out
Vehicle and Asset Finance (VAF) facil-
ity, to help smallholder farmers ac-
cess short- to medium-term funding
to finance the purchase of equipment,
processing machinery and movable as-
sets.

Stanbic Bank Tanzania is busy im-
plementing the strategy to grow its
agribusiness market share to double
digits in the next 5 years. Recognizing
the importance of public-private part-
nership to transform the agriculture
sector, it is paramount for financial
institutions and other reputable de-
velopment stakeholders to implement
strategies and solutions to help mecha-
nize agriculture.

its agricultural sector.

Monese — the UK digital
bank serving clients shunned

by traditional lenders

LONDON

Among Britain’s digital app-
based banks that are attracting
monied urban millennials is
Monese, which also courts cus-
tomers neglected by the coun-
try’s established lenders.

In early 2000, Estonia-born
entrepreneur Norris Koppel ar-
rived in Britain and spotted a ma-
jor gap in UK banking for newly-
arrived foreigners who had
trouble opening traditional ac-
counts. Mr Koppel was snubbed
by banks owing to a lack of ad-
dress documents and no credit
history — and vowed to help
those in a similar predicament.

In the nation’s booming fi-
nancial technology or FinTech
sector, mobile phone app-based
“neo-banks” such as Revolut,
Monzo and Starling have es-
tablished themselves as plucky
upstarts. Mr Koppels lender
Monese joined them, expanding
to 31 nations in Europe with two
million customers in only five
years of operation.

“Investor trust in FinTechs
and the amount of investment
being poured into neo-banks is
actually very significant; it hasn’t
really slowed down. 2019 was
definitely a peak point so let’s see
how 2020 goes,” Mr Koppel says.

“It's very clear that banking
is going through fundamental
changes ... and there are a group
of neo-banks including Monese
who are on top of that wave.”
The company describes itself as
an electronic money institution
that provides banking facilities
but it does not currently offer
credit.

“Monese was born from my
own very personal frustration,”
Mr Koppel explains. “When 1
moved to the country I couldn’t
open a simple account and I
thought maybe that is something
that can be done.

“Monese is built for people
who are moving to a different
country, starting a new life, find-
ing a better job, retiring, going for
studies, or getting married some-
where else.” In Britain, around
80 per cent of Monese customers
are foreigners whose salary goes
directly into their account.

Groups like Monese that only
operate online carry out checks
to verify the identity of new ap-
plicants to help fight money laun-
dering. The app aims to compete
with Revolut and Monzo, which
have eight million and three mil-
lion customers respectively in
a fiercely competitive market.
Starling Bank, a smaller rival,
reached one million accounts in
November.

On Tuesday Revolut said it had
raised $500 million in a fund-
ing round that values the Lon-
don financial-technology firm at
$5.5bn, making it one of Europe’s
most valuable FinTech start-ups
despite still being loss-making.

The company will use the cash

Monese: A
Alternative
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Monese is among Britain’s digital app-based challenger banks that increasingly attract city-dwelling

rich millennials.

for product development and to in-
crease banking operations across
Europe. Revolut said it plans to be-
gin making loans for retail and busi-
ness banking customers, expand its
savings accounts beyond the UK and
improve its customer service.

The competition with European
players is also heating up. German
mobile bank N26 GmbH said earlier
this month it would close all UK mo-
bile banking accounts in April. The
firm, backed by billionaires Peter
Thiel and Li Ka-Shing, blamed Brexit
for the withdrawal.

Swedish payments and banking
firm Klarna became the most valu-
able European FinTech start-up in
August after new funding pushed
its post-money valuation to $5.5bn.
Monese, meanwhile, expects to turn
a profit by 2021.

The company, which has a global
workforce of roughly 400 people,
describes itself as the “Uber of bank-
ing,” in reference to the popular
ride-hailing app. “It's a good com-

parison,” Mr Koppel says, noting that
it was used by a lot of gig-economy
workers at Uber and takeaway deliv-
ery service Deliveroo.

Britain’s traditional banking sec-
tor, which is still reeling from the
2008 global financial crisis and a
string of product mis-selling scan-
dals, retains a strong grip on per-
sonal banking, experts say. However,
Warwick University’s Andreas Kok-
kinis, who specialises in corporate
law and financial regulation, says
FinTech is managing to gain a foot-
hold.

“The six biggest UK banks have 87
per cent of the market share for cur-
rent accounts so the remaining 13
per cent is split among smaller con-
ventional banks and building socie-
ties, and challenger banks,” he says.

“In that sense large universal
banks — HSBC, Barclays, Lloyds
Banking Group, Royal Bank of Scot-
land Group and Santander UK — re-
tain their dominance over UK retail
banking market,” says Mr Kokkinis.

“However, challenger banks, which
operate exclusively online and thus
offer cheaper services, are popular
among customers below the age of
377

If current trends persist, “the
market share of challenger banks
will grow significantly in the near
future”, adds Mr Kokkinis, which
could lead to takeovers. “This does
not necessarily mean that large
banks will lose their dominant posi-
tion in retail banking markets. What
is more likely to happen is that large
banks will acquire successful chal-
lenger banks.”

Monese is now in fund-raising
talks that could give it coveted
unicorn status, meaning that the
business would be valued at more
than £1bn. The company is seeking
£100m in additional funds from new
and existing shareholders, which in-
clude US online payments specialist
PayPal and British Airways parent

group.
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Trends that will
shape East African

oil and gas industry
in 2020 and beyond

By Hussein Bofu

There have been some significant
oil and gas discoveries across East
Africa, primarily in Mozambique,
Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda and
have propelled East Africa from
the minor league to a global leader
in hydrocarbon discoveries for the
running ten years.

But the simple truth is that, the
East African oil and gas industry
has changed in the last few years.
And understanding these changes
is crucial for redirecting your busi-
ness to match the new reality. Here
are six trends in the East African oil
and gas industry worth watching
this year and throughout the dec-
ade.

Competitive
forms

With oil prices being low for a
while, everyone is competing for
investment. In 2020, you are going
to see East African countries con-
tinuing to review their regulatory
frameworks to ensure they serve
domestic development priorities,
remain attractive to investors and
ensure a faster-approved permit in
your hand so you keep your drill-
ing rig moving and your project on
track.

regulatory re-

0il and gas skills shortage

Even as oil prices began to re-
cover in 2017 and 2018, the industry
remained focused and now place a
huge premium on productivity, in-
novation and high performance of
the workforce. And that is expected
to continue in 2020 and beyond.
The key shortage in East African oil
and gas is one of the qualified per-
sonnel with skills and expertise to
deliver productivity and high per-
formance needed.

There are simply not enough
skills and expertise to supply all the
demand. You will not be able to hire
skills quickly enough or insufficient
volume to deliver the innovation
and high performance required.
However, following technological
advances in the oil and gas industry,
training your youth team and expe-
rienced workers is the answer.

The challenges and opportunities
in East African oil and gas indus-
tries can be addressed developing
local experiences. We have seen
what happened during the oil price
slump of 2014 to 2016. Neither fi-
nance nor the technology is saving
the industry. But the people, their
performance and their productiv-
ity have been addressed both chal-
lenges and opportunities

Enhanced regional co-opera-
tion

East Africa has realized that col-
laboration is their future. They un-
derstand if they want to maintain
future business, they have to col-
laborate. You have seen what hap-
pened in East Africa since 2016.
Uganda and Tanzania are planning
to build a 1445 kilometre pipeline
that will transport crude oil from
Hoima in Uganda to Tanga port in

Tanzania. A plan to export Tanza-
nian gas to Kenya is also being ex-
plored.

Growth of East African content

Following the successful imple-
mentation of oil and gas projects,
it’s encouraging to see now, East
African operators are moving for-
ward, to replicate the success of
these projects elsewhere in Affrica.

For example, Canada based com-
pany, Orca exploration which op-
erates the Songo Songo gas field in
Tanzania under its subsidiary, Pan
African energy Tanzania (PAET) is
seeking to expand company’s in-
tegrated gas business elsewhere in
Africa. As the East African region
to strengthen its local content. This
trend will accelerate in 2020 and
beyond.

Expect high gas demand

East Africa’s gas demand is ex-
pected to grow in the coming years.
This is driven by increasing indus-
trialization and power demand in
the region. In its latest operational
update released on January 28,
Pan African Energy operators of
the Songo Songo gas field see the
Tanzanian gas demand rising this
year and beyond. This is driven by
the expansion of gas-fired power
generation, industrial users and ex-
pected start dates for new gas-fired
generation.

Technology transformation to
drive efficiency

Oil and gas companies are adopt-
ing new technologies to lower cost,
increase productivity and improve
operational efficiency. Increased
use of measurement-while-drilling
(MWD) and logging-while-drilling
(LWD) tools which collect data dur-
ing the drilling process could im-
prove drilling accuracy.

In addition to that, following the
latest technology in geophysical
services (also known as seismic
and data acquisition) such as  pre-
stack depth migration algorithm
like Kirchhoff, Beam, Kirchhoff
least square migration or RTM (Re-
versed Time Migration) could help
increasing the East African reserves
volumetric calculations. Develop-
ing and training the users of these
up-to-dated technology in the in-
dustry is the best way to save time
in saving money in the East African
oil and gas industry.

Downstream market is going to
be a huge market for everyone

As the upstream sub sector of the
oil and gas industry is recovering
gradually from a major slump of
2014 to 2016, the downstream pe-
troleum products sub sector of the
oil and gas industry, which cover
everything from lubricants, lique-
fied petroleum gas (LPG), diesel,
Jet-fuel is growing at a rapid pace in
East Africa. The demand is driven
by continued economic growth in
the region. The downstream petro-
leum products sub sector is expect-
ed to remain stable over the next
decade to come.
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Can Sanders beat Trump?
A growing number of

Democratic voters say yes

NEW YORK

BERNIE Sanders’ Democratic presi-
dential rivals warn that nominating
the self-described democratic socialist
will ensure President Donald Trump’s
re-election, but a growing number of
the party’s voters see the senator as
their best chance of winning in No-
vember.

Sanders’ dominating performance
in last week’s Nevada caucuses, pow-
ered by growing support across age,
race and ideology, has set off alarm
bells among Democratic Party offi-
cials who believe putting the progres-
sive stalwart at the top of the ticket
will harm the party’s chances up and
down the ballot.

Sanders’ electability was a prime
topic at Tuesday’s Democratic presi-
dential debate in South Carolina. Ri-
vals contended his ambitious liberal
policy ideas, such as Medicare for All,
which would replace private health in-
surance, would be an electoral “catas-
trophe,” costing the party the White
House and control of Congress.

But the latest Reuters/Ipsos polling
shows Sanders’ rising momentum in
the race - a near win in Iowa, a nar-
row victory in New Hampshire and a
decisive win in Nevada - has given him
more credibility with Democratic vot-
ers.

Some 26% of Democrats and inde-

pendents polled Feb. 17-25 said they
believed Sanders was the strongest
Democrat in a head-to-head matchup
with Trump, compared with 20% who
picked billionaire businessman Mi-
chael Bloomberg and 17% who named
former Vice President Joe Biden.

That was a big change from a month
earlier, when 27% of respondents gave
Biden the edge, and just 17% thought
Sanders could beat Trump.

In the Nevada caucuses, Sand-
ers won the support of a majority of
Latino voters and led among most
demographic groups broken out by
gender, income and political leanings
in Nevada. Notable exceptions were
those aged 65 years and older, as well
as black voters, more of whom sup-
ported Biden.

That too could be changing. The
same Reuters/Ipsos polling showed
that Sanders had overtaken Biden in
support among black voters nationally
for the first time.

Saturday’s South Carolina primary
will be the first major test of Sanders’
appeal among African-American vot-
ers, who represent about 60% of that
state’s Democratic electorate.

Three days later, 14 states will cast
ballots on Super Tuesday, when Sand-
ers could build an overwhelming ad-
vantage if he captures the lion’s share
of the available delegates.

His path has been smoothed by the

i

Bernie Sanders

fragmentation among the moderate candidates.
Biden, former South Bend, Indiana, Mayor Pete
Buttigieg and Senator Amy Klobuchar - all of
whom say Sanders’ policies are too radical to
win in November, have each recorded at least
one top-three finish thus far, while Bloomberg’s
name will appear on ballots for the first time on
Super Tuesday.

‘NOT RADICAL

Sanders argues the enthusiasm powering his
campaign will lead to record turnout in Novem-
ber, particularly among young and infrequent
voters, making up for any deficiency among
swing voters or Republicans.

“A large voter turnout would mean that down-
ballot Democrats will ... do better than they have
in the past,” Sanders told Reuters on Saturday in
El Paso, Texas. “Our campaign is the campaign to
do that: We have the energy, we have the excite-
ment, we have the grassroots movement.”

At Tuesday’s debate, he said the biggest mis-
conception about him, “and youre hearing it
here tonight, is that the ideas I'm talking about
are radical.”

“They’re not. In one form or another, they ex-
ist in countries all over the world,” he added.
“Healthcare is a human right. We have the neces-
sity, the moral imperative, to address the existen-
tial threat of climate change. Other countries are
doing that.”

The results in Iowa, New Hampshire and Ne-
vada have not provided evidence of a massive
turnout surge, but Sanders’ fortunes have im-
proved with each succeeding state contest.

“If you want to win in red and purple places,
the most important thing you need is people
who like you or who are willing to fight for you,”
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, who ended her own
presidential bid last year, told MSNBC on Tues-
day.

“You need passion, and what Bernie showed
so far is that he’s got a lot of passion in his cam-

paign.”

‘MAJOR CONCERNS’ AMONG MODERATES

After gaining a majority in the U.S. House of
Representatives in 2018, dozens of Democrats
will be defending seats in Republican-leaning
areas. In recent weeks, several moderate Demo-
crats openly fretted tha Sanders at the top of the
ticket would risk flipping those seats.

“I hear from constituents that they are afraid
they are going to have a make a choice between a
self-described socialist and an aspiring dictator,”
said U.S. Representative Stephanie Murphy of
Florida, co-chair of the congressional Blue Dog
Coalition of moderate Democrats, referring to
Sanders and Trump.

“That’s not a choice any American should
make.”

Polling released by Bloomberg’s campaign on
Tuesday showed voters in 42 of the most vul-
nerable House Democrats’ districts preferring
Trump to Sanders.

Guy Cecil, chairman of Democratic super PAC
Priorities USA, said Sanders “has some capacity
to expand the Democratic vote among younger
voters,” adding: “At the same time, he’ll need to
make sure he’s doing more to reach out, in par-
ticular to those women - suburban women - that
were really the benchmark of us taking over the
House in 2018.”

Cameron Brand, 24, a patient care adviser at a
medicinal dispensary in Plymouth, New Hamp-
shire, said he knew people who voted for Trump
in 2016 because they disliked mainstream Demo-
crats, but would vote for Sanders.

“Although he is being labeled as this radical
leftist or whatever, he actually does have a lot of
policies that the majority of Americans agree on
that cross party lines,” Brand said.

Entrance polls of Nevada caucus-goers from
Edison Research showed more than 60% favored
replacing private insurance with a government-
run plan. Agencies

Putin outraged over calls to Kkill children of Russia’s National Guardsmen

MOsCow

Chinese envoy says coronavirus outbreak
will be defeated, effective vaccine developed

coronavirus outbreak will \‘ @
be defeated soon and a R . -

normal life will resume in most regions across the country
by the end of February.

A supposedly effective vaccine has been developed that
helps mount an immune response against the infection,
and it needs to be fine-tuned and tested, Chinese Ambas-
sador to Russia Zhang Hanhui (pictured) told reporters
on Monday.

“There is confidence in China that soon we will finally
defeat this outbreak,” the ambassador said. “Besides the
epidemic center [in Wuhan] a normal life will be restored
in most provinces and cities by the end of this month.
Certainly, I believe this moment will happen later in the
center of the outbreak, somewhere in March,” he noted.

According to the diplomat, the vaccine developed in
China has proven to be effective, but more tests need to
be carried out. “China has developed a vaccine that shows
immunity. But these are preliminary results and time is
needed for further tests and fine-tuning [the vaccine],” he
explained.

China has enhanced cooperation with the international
community to fight the coronavirus spread. The World
Health Organization has sent a delegation to the country
to conduct a study on the novel coronavirus.

“This delegation includes two specialists from Russia.
Earlier, Russia sent a delegation of medical specialists and
our specialists exchanged views. This is a very good start
of cooperation between China and Russia in healthcare
sector,” he said. China is ready to step up cooperation with
Russia in this field, the envoy noted. “We are very thank-
ful for the support of the Russian leadership and Russian
citizens. We see a sign of a good will,” the ambassador said.

On December 31, Chinese authorities informed the
World Health Organization (WHO) about an outbreak of
an unknown pneumonia in the city of Wuhan - a large
trade and industrial center in central China populated by
12 million people.

The source of the outbreak is the COVID-19 coronavirus.
Besides China, the cases of COVID-19 have been detected
in 30 countries, including Russia. The WHO declared the
coronavirus outbreak in China a global health emergency.

Currently, the total number of people infected with the
novel coronavirus has exceeded 77,000 in China, with
nearly 2,600 deaths. Some 25,000 people have recovered
to date. Agencies
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CHINESE authorities are
confident that the novel

RUSSIAN President Vladimir Pu-
tin is fuming over calls to murder
the children of servicemen from
Russia’s National Guard. This may
throw the country off balance, he
warned.

Speaking in an interview to
TASS for the project entitled “20
Questions to Vladimir Putin” he
expressed his outrage over incite-
ment being spread across Internet
to kill the children of personnel
from Russia’s National Guard.

“What in the world is that? This

Pentagon sees a US$9b surge

WASHINGTON

THE Pentagon’s five-year nucle-
ar weapons plan calls for request-
ing at least US$167 billion through
2025 -- building from the US$29
billion sought for next year to
US$38 billion, according to previ-
ously undisclosed figures.

The commitment includes re-
search, development, procure-
ment, sustainment and opera-
tions. It reflects a major boost to
an effort started under US Presi-
dent Barack Obama to replace
aging nuclear systems, such as
Minuteman III missiles and com-
mand and control systems.

It doesn’t include funding for
the Energy Department’s Nation-
al Nuclear Security Administra-
tion, which is requesting US$19.8

is being said about those who, if the
Motherland calls, have to put them-
selves in the line of fire to protect
the interests of the state, society
and of our individual citizens? Do
you know to what extent is it pos-
sible to disrupt the country’s bal-
ance? There will be hell to pay, we
can't risk it.”

Asked by TASS interviewer An-
drei Vandenko if it was true that
law enforcement officers who were
involved as plaintiffs in criminal
cases after the rallies in Moscow in
2019 were “so vulnerable and tim-
id,” Putin replied, “They are both

billion for fiscal 2021, including
US$15.6 billion for nuclear weap-
ons activities.

Congressional Democrats have
been generally supportive of in-
creased nuclear weapons spend-
ing, but Defense Secretary Mark
Esper is likely to be questioned
about the size and scope of the
five-year plan when he testifies
Wednesday before the House
Armed Services Committee.

Esper is also likely to face bi-
partisan opposition from the
defense-focused committee on
President Donald Trump’s plan to
shift US$3.8 billion from Pentagon
programs to his wall on the Mexi-
can border.

The Defense Department’s five-
year plan on nuclear programs
calls for US$29 billion for fiscal

—d

vulnerable and timid, they are do-
ing their jobs. And they must do it.
Moreover, here theyre dealing
with protesters, tomorrow they’ll
face a barrage of bullets, and what’s
more they take part in combat op-
erations.”
Commenting on the measures

in

2021, US$30 billion in 2022 and
US$33 billion in 2023, before
jumping to US$37 billion in 2024
and US$38 billion in 2025.

The plan includes US$25 billion
for research and procurement --
but not support and operations
for -- the new Columbia-class in-
tercontinental ballistic missile
submarine that begins construc-

taken by Russia’s National Guard
at the rallies Putin said, “Nobody
resorts to swinging a nightstick
without a reason.” “If people act
within the existing rules and laws,
who’s going to even swing a night-
stick? On the contrary, they would
be protected,” he added.

The head of state believes that
demonstrators must act in strict
conformity with the law and
things must not get out of hand
nor should any rioting be allowed.
“Today somebody throws a bottle,
tomorrow - a chair, then cars are
smashed to pieces. It cannot be

tion this year, US$24 billion for
improved nuclear command and
control and US$23 billion for the
Air Force’s B-21 bomber.

“What you are seeing here is the
beginning of a long overdue mod-
ernization of the US nuclear triad,”
Tim Morrison, a former National
Security Council deputy assistant
who followed nuclear issues and

allowed, things mustn’t get out of
hand, it has to be within the law,”
Putin emphasized.

In the wake of 2019 rallies in
Moscow, there have been threats
on the Internet addressed to the
children of police and Russian Na-
tional Guard personnel, who were
involved in maintaining law and or-
der at these events and prevented
illegal demonstrations. Blogger
Vladislav Sinitsa was convicted of
such extremist statements, and
sentenced to five years in a peni-
tentiary.

Agencies

uclear spending by 2025

is now a senior fellow at the Hud-
son Institute. “At approximately 6
percent of the US defense budget,
this is a modest investment in the
ultimate guarantee of American
and allied security.”

Still, “most experts Dbelieve
the DOD budget will be fairly
flat over the next several years”
so “if spending on the nuclear
weapons enterprise increases by
US$9 billion over that time, and
totals US$167 billion, what are the
trade-offs in other procurement
programs?” asked Amy Woolf, a
senior nuclear weapons specialist
for the nonpartisan Congressional
Research Service. “What will the
Pentagon have to give up to sup-
port this increase” in funding for
nuclear weapons.

Agencies

Pompeo: Afghan talks, troops
pullout timeline in Taliban deal

WASHINGTON

US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo said on Tuesday that
a possible US-Taliban peace
deal will include a timetable
for conditions-based US troop
withdrawals and the start of the
intra-Afghan negotiations.

Washington will sign a deal
with Afghan Taliban “on or about February 29th” only af-
ter a successful implementation of a week-long violence
reduction beginning Saturday in Afghanistan, Pompeo
(pictured) told reporters at a State Department press con-
ference.

The agreement “includes a timeline for both a condi-
tions-based and phased troop withdrawal, and for the
commencement of intra-Afghan negotiations,” the top US
diplomat noted.

These negotiations, if taking place, will be “the first time
that Afghans representing all sides of the conflict will sit
down together and begin the hard work of reconciliation,”
Pompeo added.

Under the plan, US military presence in Afghanistan,
which began in 2001 and has been called “ridiculous “ by
President Donald Trump, will be reduced to 8,600 troops
from the current 12,000 to 13,000 over the course of 135
days, reported the CNN news channel citing two sources
familiar with the deal.

Washington announced last week that a deal with Tali-
ban is expected to be signed on Feb. 29 without disclosing
the location of the signing.

Peace talks between the two sides began in 2018 but
were interrupted at least twice due to Taliban attacks on
US military personnel in September and December last
year.

Zabiullah Mujahid, a purported Taliban spokesman,
tweeted Friday that the finalized accord is expected to be
signed in the presence of “senior representatives of nu-
merous countries and organizations.”

Agencies

Epidemic won’t change China’s economic momentum for growth

SINCE the outbreak of the novel coro-
navirus pneumonia, China’s governments
at various levels have issued a package of
emergency measures, which have guided
expectations of the society and boosted
people’s confidence in the Chinese
economy.

To cope with the epidemic, relevant
authorities have unveiled supportive
financial policies, and multiple local de-
partments have promptly issued policies
to support finance and taxation, customs,
and social security so as to help small and
micro businesses.

While inspecting epidemic prevention
and control work in Beijing, Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping demanded resolute efforts
from Party committees and governments
at all levels to win the people’s war against

the epidemic and urged them to strive to
achieve this year’s economic and social
development goals and tasks.

The President also required efforts to
stabilize employment, the financial mar-
ket, foreign trade, foreign investment, do-
mestic investment and expectations.

Epidemic prevention and control is not
only a battle in the field of medicine and
healthcare, but also an all-round battle as-
sociated with economic work.

Therefore, while doing a good job in
prevention and control, the country must
also coordinate the work of reform, devel-
opment, and stability. It must make great
efforts to finish key tasks for securing a
decisive victory in building a moderately
prosperous society in all aspects and win-
ning the battle against poverty.

To cope with complex and severe risks
and challenges, the country must not
slow down or hesitate. Only by taking the
initiative and making overall planning can
it overcome difficulties and minimize the
impact on economic development.

To be objective, the epidemic outbreak
has exerted different degrees of impact
on relevant industries and public con-
sumption. But the influence is temporary
and periodical.

As relevant supportive policies are
gradually taking effect, China is fully con-
fident in and capable of defeating the epi-
demic and boosting economy. Compared
with 2003 when it fought against the
SARS epidemic, the country’s economy
has improved significantly today in terms
of size and quality, material basis, emer-

gency response capabilities, and macro-
control system.

This is the source of the resilience and
potential of China’s economic develop-
ment, as well as the country’s the confi-
dence in winning the battle against the
epidemic.

To stabilize employment, the financial
market, foreign trade, foreign investment,
domestic investment and expectations,
the most urgent task on the supply side
is to take concrete efforts to maintain
normal economic operations and social
order.

The supply of medical materials on the
front line of epidemic prevention and
control must be guaranteed, and urban
and rural residents shall be provided with
adequate supplies of daily necessities.

Besides, sufficient energy supply in ur-
ban and rural areas must be ensured so as
to avoid secondary problems caused by
anxiety over insufficient supply of living
materials.

In addition, the country will also help
enterprises resume production, as well
as recommence and start projects while
guaranteeing safety. It is suggested that
the country properly handle labor-capital
relationship, so as to ease corporate bur-
den and safeguard the legitimate interests
of the employees.

Only by taking the interests of all par-
ties into consideration and motivating all
sides can general stability of the industrial
chain be maintained.

To contain the epidemic while promot-
ing development, stable consumption

must be kept at the demand side, which
is key to offsetting the impact of the epi-
demic.

During the Chinese New Year holiday,
huge consumption potential has been ac-
cumulated by people across the country
who stayed home to avoid massive infec-
tion, such as the demand for healthcare
products and services and online servic-
es. Once this potential is released, a new
driving force will be created for industrial
development.

In addition, new driving forces will also
be forged by the accomplishment of the
key tasks in securing a decisive victory in
building a moderately prosperous soci-
ety in all aspects and winning the battle
against poverty.

People’s Daily
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Two cargo aircraft carrying nearly 1.68 million pieces of masks purchased by Qingdao,
east China’s Shandong province arrive at Yantai International Airport, Shandong from
Incheon, South Korea, Jan. 29, 2020. The masks were custom cleared before going
through clearance formalities thanks to the green channel opened by Yantai customs.

Photo by Tang Ke, People’s Daily

Epidemic won’t change China’s
economic momentum for growth

SINCE the outbreak of the novel
coronavirus pneumonia, China’s gov-
ernments at various levels have issued
a package of emergency measures,
which have guided expectations of
the society and boosted people’s con-
fidence in the Chinese economy.

To cope with the epidemic, relevant
authorities have unveiled supportive
financial policies, and multiple local
departments have promptly issued
policies to support finance and taxa-
tion, customs, and social security so
as to help small and micro businesses.

While inspecting epidemic preven-
tion and control work in Beijing, Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping demanded
resolute efforts from Party commit-
tees and governments at all levels to
win the people’s war against the epi-
demic and urged them to strive to
achieve this year’s economic and so-
cial development goals and tasks.

The President also required efforts
to stabilize employment, the financial
market, foreign trade, foreign invest-
ment, domestic investment and ex-
pectations.

Epidemic prevention and con-
trol is not only a battle in the field of
medicine and healthcare, but also an
all-round battle associated with eco-
nomic work.

Therefore, while doing a good job
in prevention and control, the coun-
try must also coordinate the work of
reform, development, and stability. It
must make great efforts to finish key
tasks for securing a decisive victory
in building a moderately prosperous
society in all aspects and winning the
battle against poverty.

To cope with complex and severe
risks and challenges, the country
must not slow down or hesitate. Only
by taking the initiative and making
overall planning can it overcome dif-
ficulties and minimize the impact on
economic development.

To be objective, the epidemic out-
break has exerted different degrees
of impact on relevant industries and
public consumption. But the influ-
ence is temporary and periodical.

As relevant supportive policies are
gradually taking effect, China is fully
confident in and capable of defeating
the epidemic and boosting economy.
Compared with 2003 when it fought
against the SARS epidemic, the coun-
try’s economy has improved sig-
nificantly today in terms of size and
quality, material basis, emergency
response capabilities, and macro-con-
trol system.

This is the source of the resilience
and potential of China’s economic
development, as well as the country’s
the confidence in winning the battle

against the epidemic.

To stabilize employment, the finan-
cial market, foreign trade, foreign in-
vestment, domestic investment and
expectations, the most urgent task on
the supply side is to take concrete ef-
forts to maintain normal economic
operations and social order.

The supply of medical materials on
the front line of epidemic prevention
and control must be guaranteed, and
urban and rural residents shall be pro-
vided with adequate supplies of daily
necessities.

Besides, sufficient energy supply
in urban and rural areas must be en-
sured so as to avoid secondary prob-
lems caused by anxiety over insuffi-
cient supply of living materials.

In addition, the country will also
help enterprises resume production,
as well as recommence and start pro-
jects while guaranteeing safety. It is
suggested that the country properly
handle labor-capital relationship, so
as to ease corporate burden and safe-
guard the legitimate interests of the
employees.

Only by taking the interests of all
parties into consideration and moti-
vating all sides can general stability of
the industrial chain be maintained.

To contain the epidemic while pro-
moting development, stable consump-
tion must be kept at the demand side,
which is key to offsetting the impact of
the epidemic.

During the Chinese New Year holi-
day, huge consumption potential has
been accumulated by people across
the country who stayed home to avoid
massive infection, such as the demand
for healthcare products and services
and online services. Once this poten-
tial is released, a new driving force will
be created for industrial development.

In addition, new driving forces will
also be forged by the accomplishment
of the key tasks in securing a decisive
victory in building a moderately pros-
perous society in all aspects and win-
ning the battle against poverty.

As a big consumer market, China
has ample room of maneuver in eco-
nomic development. The country is
seeing an urgent demand of ideas and
actions that are able to stimulate ur-
ban and rural consumption and turn
crisis into opportunities.

China’s momentum sustaining
sound economic development re-
mains unchanged. Amidst internal
and external challenges and risks, the
country must also do a good job of
macroeconomic monitoring and early
warning, so as to keep a close eye on
economic operation and the possible
impacts of the epidemic on the econo-
my. People’s Daily

WORLD NEWS

Ukraine wants back only Crimea’s territory without people, Russian diplomat says

MOSCOwW

UKRAINE wants Crimea back only
as an unpopulated territory, Russian
Foreign Ministry Spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova said yesterday, comment-
ing on the pronouncements by Secre-
tary of Ukraine’s National Security and
Defense Council Alexei Danilov.

Danilov reportedly said that Kiev
was refraining from a military cam-
paign to win back Crimea only be-
cause it was afraid of large-scale casu-
alties. He said that if Ukraine had “a
possibility to take these territories,” it
would have done that. But Kiev, in his
words, understands that it might en-
tail “enormous casualties, first of all,
among the civilian population.”

“I would like to thank Alexei for
being so straight,” Zakharova wrote
on her Facebook account. “This is it:
Crimea is merely a territory for Kiev

and it wants it without people because
‘civilian population’ doesn’t want it and
will offer resistance, hence, it will be ex-
terminated.”

“Nevertheless, Ukrainian authorities
care little about ‘enormous casualties’
when they try to implement their plan
of ‘taking back territories without popu-
lation’ in Donbass,” she emphasized.

The Republic of Crimea and Sevas-
topol, a city with a special status on the
Crimean Peninsula, where most resi-
dents are Russians, refused to recognize
the legitimacy of authorities brought
to power amid riots during a coup in
Ukraine in February 2014.

Crimea and Sevastopol adopted dec-
larations of independence on March 11,
2014. They held a referendum on March
16, 2014, in which 96.77% of Crimeans
and 95.6% of Sevastopol voters chose to
secede from Ukraine and join the Rus-
sian Federation.

Russian President Vladimir Putin
signed the reunification treaties on
March 18, 2014. The documents were
ratified by Russia’s Federal Assembly, or
bicameral parliament, on March 21.

Despite the absolutely convincing
results of the referendum, Ukraine has
been refusing to recognize Crimea as a
part of Russia. Agencies

Israel heads to 3rd election within
one year, deadlock to continue

JERUSALEM

AS Israel is heading to an unprece-
dented third election within a year on
March 2, polls indicate that a fourth
election in a few months seems in-
creasingly realistic.

The two main opponents are Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, leader
of the right-wing Likud party, and Ben-
ny Gantz, leader of the centrist Blue
and White party.

Netanyahu is facing charges of cor-
ruption, fraud and breach of trust, but
he has denied any wrongdoing. His tri-
al is scheduled to begin two weeks af-
ter the election. Gantz remains stead-
fast in his refusal to sit in a coalition
with an indicted leader.

Polls are showing no major change
in the breakdown of power between
the two blocs, and it looks like that
there is no one acquiring the 61 seats
needed to rule Israel’s government.
The 120-seat Israeli parliament, or
Knesset, appears to remain fragment-
ed beyond repair.

“It’s difficult for me to see any real
chance for a surprise of substantive
change in the large picture ... Unfor-
tunately, the most likely scenario is
another election,” said Assaf Shapira,
researcher at the Israeli Democracy
Institute.

Gantz has also said that he will not
form a government with the Arab
parties. With the two large parties
currently tied, neither is capable of
garnering a majority and the path to a
fourth election seems clear.

Although there was an attempt to
replace him within the party ahead of
these elections, Netanyahu won the in-
ternal vote in the Likud.

His loyal supporters believe that he
is innocent and since Israeli law does
not bar him from remaining in power,
they think that Netanyahu has the
right to do so.

However, his opponents believe that
his morals are crooked and he is hold-
ing on to his seat only to improve his
legal position. If Netanyahu leads the
next government, he could promote a
law that exempts a sitting prime min-
ister from being prosecuted during his
term.

“I do think this is Netanyahu’s last
election but since he is probably the
most experienced politician in Israel’s
history ... one can never count him
out,” said Jonathan Rynhold, professor
from the political science department
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at the Bar Ilan University.

“If there is even one chink of light,
which gives him some kind of oppor-
tunity, he will take advantage of'it,” the
professor added.

Israel has been under an interim
government for over a year now. There
is no updated budget and long-term
projects are at a standstill. While most
Israelis are not yet feeling the impact
of the political impasse, the longer it
persists, the more effects the country
will suffer.

“This is an acute crisis of the Israeli
political system and ... maybe the most
acute crisis in the history of the coun-
try,” Shapira told Xinhua.

The looming and realistic threat of a
fourth election may be enough to mo-
tivate politicians to budge from their
steadfast positions and compromise
and form a government.

This depends largely on the Israeli
kingmaker in the political arena, Avig-
dor Lieberman, head of the leader of
the right-wing Israel Our Home party.

Lieberman was once a member of
the right-wing bloc and made a sur-
prise appearance in the last two elec-
tions, saying that he refuses to sit with
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Orthodox Jewish parties who are in a
solid pact with Netanyahu.

A few days ago, Lieberman explicitly
stated that Netanyahu “could no long-
er lead.” Since polling shows that his
party will win between 7-10 mandates,
neither Gantz or Netanyahu can gain
the majority without Lieberman.

While the main issue of the current
campaign remains Netanyahu’s capa-
bility to continue governing, and it is
the voters’ turnout which will have a
critical impact on the results.

Still, there is a concern that Israelis
are tired of heading to the polls and
might express their dismay by simply
not showing up. In a race which is so
tight, every vote counts.

“The public really doesn’t want a
fourth election and the politicians are
aware of that and they do not want to
be blamed for it,” Rynhold told Xin-
hua.

“People are right when they think
the deadlock will continue. Voters vote
when they feel they can change the
picture,” said Shapira. “This increases
voter fatigue and we will see a decline
in voter turnout but not drastically.”

Xinhua
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Donors, aid groups
plan to suspend
Yemen aid to
Houthi areas

WASHINGTON

DONORS and aid groups are plan-
ning to suspend humanitarian aid to ar-
eas of Yemen controlled by the Houthis
in the coming months if the group does
not stop hindering the delivery of as-
sistance, a senior US State Department
official said on Tuesday.

Aid agency sources told Reuters ear-
lier this month that Houthi authorities
in northern Yemen were obstructing
efforts to get food and other help to
those in need, to an extent that was no
longer tolerable, and that operations
would be scaled down.

The senior US State Department offi-
cial, speaking on condition of anonym-
ity, confirmed those plans.

“Each donor and implementer is
drawing up plans on how to, what to do
if the Houthis do not change their be-
havior on the ground,” the official said.
“The plans involve suspending a lot of
assistance programs with exceptions
for truly lifesaving programs feeding
sick children and things like that.”

“Everyone’s looking at a timeline of
a month or two. ... That’s the point at
which different implementers will start
to suspend some of the programs,” the
official said.

The United Nations describes Yemen
as the world’s biggest humanitarian
crisis and says millions of people are
on the verge of starvation. The world
body did not immediately respond to a
request for comment on whether it was
planning to suspend some operations
to Houthi-controled areas.

Aid agencies have for the past year
publicly and privately complained of
worsening operating conditions, lack
of travel permits and other access re-
strictions.

“It can’t be tolerated anymore,” the
State Department official said.

The US Agency for International
Development (USAID), a major donor,
said it was extremely concerned that
the Houthis had worsened the effects
of the crisis by interfering in aid opera-
tions.

“We are urgently working on a way
forward that allows US aid to continue
uninterrupted, but are taking steps
to plan ahead with our partners so
they can safely and responsibly adjust
programming should we be forced to
reduce aid,” said acting USAID spokes-
person Pooja Jhunjhunwala.

Yemen has been mired in conflict
since the Iran-aligned Houthis ousted
the government of President Abd
Rabbu Mansour Hadi from the capital
Sanaa in late 2014. A Saudi-led military
coalition has fought to restore Hadi.

At the United Nations on Tuesday,
the Security Council adopted a reso-
lution to extend targeted sanctions
and an arms embargo on the Houthis
for another year. Thirteen countries
voted in favor and Russia and China ab-
stained because they said the text was
not balanced.

In the resolution the council ex-
pressed “serious concern at the devas-
tating humanitarian situation in Yemen
and all instances of undue hindrances
to the effective delivery of humanitar-
ian assistance, including the recent in-
terference in aid operations in Houthi-
controled areas.”

The United States and other Western
powers have long accused Iran of sup-
plying weapons to the Houthis. Iran has
repeatedly denied the accusations.

Agencies
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‘On-lookers’ in novel coronavirus epidemic shall stop their calculations

The unhealthy attitude of cer-
tain Americans amid the public
health emergency of the novel
coronavirus pneumonia is be-
coming more and more annoy-
ing for the international society.

A recent message posted on
social media by Ho Ching, wife
of Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong of Singapore, drew wide
public attention. Forwarding a
report by U.S. media that made
irresponsible remarks on Chi-
na’s political system, Ho ques-
tioned that “And what about the
influenza B deaths in the USA?”

To contain the spread of the
novel coronavirus as soon as
possible, China has launched
a people’s war against the epi-
demic, adopting the strictest
and most thorough measures.
Foreign governments and peo-

ple across the world are also
joining China’s efforts to com-
bat the epidemic in different
ways. The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) and global public
health experts contributed con-
structive suggestions.

However, some U.S. politi-
cians and media outlets have
been making tart and even vi-
cious remarks on China’s efforts
to contain the epidemic. Their
irresponsible attitude present-
ed a sharp contrast with the
global efforts to support China.

They acted as “on-lookers”
who gloated over China’s mis-
fortune. Some even took the
“opportunity” to seek political
gains, smelling blood in the epi-
demic regardless of their loss of
morality.

The arrogance of these Amer-
icans is ridiculous, as if they

had forgotten how their own
country was coping with public
health emergencies.

When the Zika virus spread
over the American continent
in 2016, the U.S. was one of the
major afflicted areas. The White
House requested the Congress
to allocate $1.9 billion in Feb-
ruary, but encountered a party
conflict which was quite “Amer-
ican Style”. Because of the dis-
pute over legislation strategies,
the allocation was postponed
by 7 months, and only $1.1 bil-
lion was available, even though
the Democrats and Republicans
both understood the impor-
tance of the matter.

At that time, there were over
23,000 infections in the U.S.
and its Commonwealth Puerto
Rico, including 2,000 women in
pregnancy, the most vulnerable

group to the virus. Besides, over
20 infants were found to have
congenital defects because of
the Zika virus.

The actions taken at the criti-
cal moment in the battle against
epidemics are a mirror that re-
flects countries’ governance
capability. National governance
shall take people’s needs as a
priority, and the government
must spare no effort to meet
people’s expectations. The de-
layed response of the U.S. in
the epidemic control caused by
party conflict is by no means
reasonable.

In 2009, when facing the in-
fluenza A (HIN1) virus, the U.S.
government first said there
was no need for alarm, then
suddenly declared it a national
emergency, which many ex-
perts believed to be a misguid-

ance for the world. As a result,
the flu ended up spreading to
214 countries and regions.

What’s more, the U.S. govern-
ment also paid lip service in its
promise to offer vaccines for
the public. It promised to have
160 million doses of injectable
vaccine on hand by October
that year, but only less than 30
million doses had been pre-
pared. According to a report
issued later, the downsizing
and expenditure cut of public
health departments weakened
the country’s prevention and
control work of the flu.

Some people in the U.S. can
always wax lyrical when they
point fingers at other coun-
tries, but turn their backs on
the vulnerability of their own
country’s system in coping with
epidemics.

America is not a perfect coun-
try, just as many American pub-
lic health experts stressed that
the country is not ready for
the challenges posed by major
infectious diseases. Director of
Harvard Global Health Institute
Ashish Jha warned that epidem-
ic is the most possible cause
that can rapidly and acciden-
tally kill millions of Americans,
but also one that sees the least
preparation.

Countries across the world
should help each other and rely
on complementary advantages
in public health emergencies.
The successful practices of a
country may serve as a refer-
ence for others. American au-
thor Mario Cavolo recently pub-
lished an article that compares
the 2009 HINI virus in the U.S.
and the 2019 novel coronavi-

rus in China on social media
LinkedIn. He pointed out that it
took six months for the U.S. to
declare a national emergency
in 2009, and the death toll was
vastly underestimated and up-
dated not until three years later.

In the article, Cavolo said the
forces attacking China’s efforts
are bizarrely negative, and the
world should be applauding
China’s unprecedented, broad
and aggressive response.

When these Americans are
trying to blame China’s endeav-
or in an arrogant and indiffer-
ent manner, what they really
care about is not how to contain
the epidemic in an early date or
the lives of the people across
the world. What’s in the mind
of these “on-lookers” is indeed
unpresentable calculations.

People’s Daily
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National Micro-finance Bank (NMB) Senior Manager

125 35‘000,000%
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Banc Assurance, Martine Massawe (R), hands over a

dummy cheque of 35m/- to African Digital Banking Summit Ltd Chief Executive officer, Baraka Mtavangu,
in Dar es Salaam yesterday. NMB has offered platinum sponsorship totaling 35m/- for the upcoming
NMB BIMA Marathon 2020 scheduled for March 28 in the city. Looking on (C) is NMB Jogging Club
captain Elifadhili Mramba. PHOTO: GUARDIANCORRESPONDENT

LeBron’s 40 be

sts Zion, sends

Lakers past Pelicans 118-109

LOS ANGELES

LeBRON James sees a long, prosperous
future ahead of Zion Williamson and the up-
tempo New Orleans Pelicans.

In the immediate present, James and
Anthony Davis are a whole lot closer to
basketball’s ultimate goal, as they proved
in their first meeting with their fellow No. 1
overall draft pick.

James had 40 points and eight rebounds
in his first career meeting with Williamson
while leading the Los Angeles Lakers to
their sixth straight victory, 118-109 over New
Orleans on Tuesday night.

Williamson had 29 points and six rebounds
in his first showdown with James and Davis,
his predecessor as the Pelicans’ centerpiece.

James and Williamson still haven’t talked,
but the 35-year-old James sees greatness in
the teenager.

“He’s playing exceptional basketball,”
James said. “I think his game is going to get
better and better, just having that experience.
I think today’s game is the perfect fit for his
game. The high pace, the way they play, it
fits his game. ... It works perfectly, and our
game is soO many possessions now, so much
space, it’s perfect for his game, so he’s doing
exceptionally well with that.”

Williamson was still injured for the Pelicans’
first two meetings of the season with the
Lakers, but his delayed debut in Hollywood
was as entertaining as everyone hoped. In his
13th NBA game, Williamson scored at least 20
points for the ninth consecutive time, but
managed only one field goal in the fourth
quarter.

“It was a great experience,” Williamson
said. “He’s an incredible player. His resume
speaks for himself. ... He handled business.
He came out here and did what he had to do
to help his team get the win.”

The Lakers still haven't lost to the team
with which they made the blockbuster
summer trade that has appeared to benefit
both teams. Davis has been just as good as
the Lakers hoped in propelling them back
to NBA championship contention, while the
Pelicans are getting an All-Star season from
Brandon Ingram alongside Williamson in an
increasingly potent core.

Davis had 21 points, 14 rebounds and six
blocked shots while improving to 3-0 against
New Orleans. Davis and Williamson briefly
were theoretical teammates during the time
between the draft and Davis’ departure for
the Lakers, and Williamson admitted he
entertained the idea they might play together,
even though Davis had requested a trade.

“He’s a great player,” Davis said of
Williamson. “He’s got a quick first step. Very
explosive. He’s going to continue to get better
and better as he goes on.”

Although Davis missed 15 of his 21 shots and
failed to score 40 points against New Orleans
for the first time, James picked him up with
a masterfully efficient, 17-for-27 performance
that included five 3-pointers.

In the Lakers’ first game after an emotional
memorial service for Kobe Bryant at Staples
Center on Monday, James opened up a close
contest with back-to-back buckets at the
rim with about three minutes left. Danny
Green sealed it for Los Angeles with his fifth

3-pointer with 51 seconds to play.

Ingram had 34 points against his former
team, but just six in the final period as New
Orleans lost for only the second time in
seven games.

Williamson had several impressive dunks
in his usual fearsome floor game, and
only six missed free throws kept him from
surpassing his career high of 32 points.

“(James) might see himself a little bit in
Zion, the way they both came in with all the
hype,” Lonzo Ball said of his former and
current teammates. “I think Bron goes out
there and plays his game every night no
matter who’s the opponent.”

Meanwhile, in  Toronto,  Giannis
Antetokounmpo and the Milwaukee Bucks
took down Toronto, wiping away some of
the bad memories from a painful trip north
of the border in last year’s playoffs.

Antetokounmpo had 19 points and 19
rebounds, Khris Middleton scored 22 points
and the Bucks beat the Raptors 108-97 on
Tuesday night in a matchup between the
top teams in the Eastern Conference.

Eric Bledsoe scored 17 points and Brook
Lopez had 15 as the NBA-leading Bucks
won their fourth straight and 18th of 20.
Milwaukee (50-8) was playing the second
game of a back-to-back after winning in
overtime at Washington Monday.

Behind by 12 points late in the second
quarter, the Bucks rallied to beat the
Raptors in their first game in Toronto since
losing Game 6 of the Eastern Conference
finals last May, completing a disappointing
collapse after winning the first two games
of that series at home.

“You always remember the last time
you played here, the feelings you had,”
Antetokounmpo said. “It was definitely on
my mind.”

Antetokounmpo finished with eight
assists, narrowly missing a triple-double.
The reigning NBA MVP said Tuesday’s game
had a playoff feel to it.

“You expect that,” Antetokounmpo said.

The Bucks beat the Raptors 115-105 when
the teams met in Milwaukee on Nov. 2.
They’ll face each other again in consecutive
games on April 1 and 3.

Pascal Siakam scored 22 points and Fred
VanVleet had 14 as the defending NBA
champion Raptors lost for the second time
in 19 games. Toronto was beaten at home
for the first time since Jan. 12 against San
Antonio, ending a nine-game run.

It was a rough night for Raptors starters
Serge Ibaka and Kyle Lowry. Ibaka made 2
of 15 shots and Lowry shot 2 for 12. Ibaka
went 1 for 10 from 3-point range while
Lowry was 1 for 7.

“Tonight it just didn’t go in,” Raptors
coach Nick Nurse said. “Serga had like 21
straight great games. You're going to have
that one once in a while and tonight wasn’t
his night.”

Lowry, Terence Davis and Chris Boucher
all scored 10 points for the Raptors.

Toronto trailed 84-71 to begin the fourth,
but Davis scored five points as the Raptors
closed the gap with a 7-0 spurt over the first
90 seconds of the final quarter.

AP

Why Yanga failure isn’t leadership
ing Makambo

OCCER pundits and nu-
merous fans of city gi-
ants Dar Young Africans
SC have spent the better
part of three years debating what
to do about the club’s league per-
formance and financial fortunes
generally. It is hard to say if this
debate has any specific lessons
that have been learned but it has
passed through a number of stag-
es, which in part are also learning
stages. For instance there was a
phase where the principal issue
being discussed was the leader-
ship, which now looks quite old.

It is not easy to say if the lead-
ership debate reached any ac-
knowledged conclusions but that
isn’t entirely up for debate is that
sports professionals took over at
the club, notably veteran sports
educator, Mshindo Msolla, and
exquisite trainer and club insider,
Charles Boniface Mkwasa. The lat-
ter has served as secretary general
(or executive secretary) and for a
while managed the team, and the
mood under his caretaker coach-
ing was much better than in the
past two months after recruiting a
new head coach. Nor is everyone
sure that sacking Mwinyi Zahera
was really right.

At the same time, the leader-
ship question is tied up with the
perennial dispute about sponsor-
ship versus investment purchas-
ing shares, and here the principal
example being offered is Simba
SC, their next street rivals. Still
the point is now becoming clear-
er that even the Msimbazi Street
outfit has but camouflaged some
sponsorship as there is no en-
vironment where different club
sympathizers actually purchase
shares. There is an accord be-
tween the club and a specific indi-
vidual, and no effort of staggering
shareholding across several indi-
viduals can work at present.

Another sphere where some les-
sons may have been learnt but it is
taking time to actually say which
lessons is in the sphere of player

recruitment or registration, as
the current spate of doldrums
in the side’s scoring capacity
can be pinned down to losing
Heritier Makambo to Horoya AC
of Guinea, as no one with sharp
scoring ability has filled the gap.
The question there is if the re-
cruitment was in a sense errone-
ous as it didn’t target any indi-
vidual with special abilities, or it
was up to the club coach to use
the players such that the tech-
niques applied produce results.
It is an area where doubt shall
always prevail as player perfor-
mance isn’t just coaching.

When it comes to perfor-
mance, interpretation is perhaps
what is more difficult rather than
the data, and this has to do with a
wider psychological mechanism
in Premier League matches. Club
fans are confused by a series of
drawn matches against a stretch
of clubs that have little signifi-
cance compared to the Jangwani
Street outfit, but they can’t really
shout about that. The reason is
that these drawn matches in-
clude the city derby at the start
of the year, where the Jangwani
Street fans sounded victorious
after the match, having proved
that Msimbazi Street sheer pecu-

niary advantage was a non-issue,
and that includes their ability to
recruit, etc.

The trouble is that it is this
same phenomenon which is
befalling Yanga when it now
encounters the other Premier
League sides which can’t com-
pare to it in terms of money
and ability to recruit, and ob-
tain drawn results as well. What
wasn't sufficiently underlined in
the reactions is that Yanga ob-
tained a drawn result with Sim-
ba partly because the latter was
likely to be more relaxed in com-
parison, even if the coach kept
insisting that the match must be
taken with utmost seriousness,
and indeed the players know
this well enough. But the heart
knows things that the mind of-
ten doesn’t, and thus an inner
certainty prevailed while Yanga
were intent on fighting every
inch of the way in the city derby,
hence getting a positive result.

That is precisely where the
loss of an expert striker makes
a difference - that any player
who simply fits the local level
could score well if he played for
the other premier league sides
playing against themselves. For
this way the psychological as-

pect is balanced, that if Lipuli FC
encounter Mtibwa Sugar there
is no adrenalin boost on either
side of the centre circle as the
teams are comparable, which
isn’t what happens when either
side meets Yanga or Simba. In
that case Simba failed to obtain a
good result in the derby because
the Yanga team - which is above
average for the league recruit-
ment capacity - was on an adren-
alin boost, unlike themselves.

But then Simba has been ob-
taining good results with other
Premier League sides because it
has players who - singularly or
in combination - can score goals
even if the other side enhances
its adrenalin psychological con-
dition on that day. In that con-
text the failure to obtain good re-
sults comes from a single source
- losing Makambo - without get-
ting anyone as capable. Whether
this is a leadership failure that
players are picked by different
sponsors or impressed upon
the coach or it was a problem
of coaching not to foresee this
particular situation is a different
matter, but it definitely has to
be rectified. That means it is an
issue for another season. n and
heal.” AP
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Botswana model, Kemmonye Keraetswe (L), winner of a world beauty pageant for persons with hearing impairment, known as Miss Deaf World, speaks to journalists
in Dar es Salaam yesterday on preparations for a continental beauty pageant for persons with hearing impairment, slated for April. PHOTO; CORRESPONDENT
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TOKYO

A SPOKESMAN for the Japanese
government on  Wednesday
said the International Olympic
Committee and local organizers
are going ahead as planned with
the Tokyo Olympics despite
the threat of the spreading
coronavirus.

The comments from
spokesman  Yoshihide  Suga
follow the assertion by former
I0C vice-president Dick Pound
that organizers face a three-
month window to decide the fate
of the games.

The Olympics are set to open
on July 24 with 11,000 athletes.
The Paralympics open Aug. 25

with 4,400.

Pound told the Associated
Press that the fast-spreading
virus could cancel the Olympics.
Suga says Pound’s opinion does
not reflect the official view of the
10C, which has repeatedly said
there are no plans to cancel or
postpone the Tokyo Games.

The viral outbreak that began
in China has infected more than
80,000 people and killed more
than 2,700 globally. China has
reported 2,715 deaths among
78,064 cases on the mainland.
Five deaths in Japan have been
attributed to the virus and the
COVID-19 illness it causes.

“With regard to this member’s
comment, the IOC has responded

that this is not their official
position, and that the IOC is
proceeding with preparations
toward the games as scheduled,”
Suga said, speaking in Japanese
at his daily news conference.

Pound has been a member of
the T10C since 1978, serving two
terms as vice-president, and was
the founding president of the
World Anti-Doping Agency.

He also represented Canada as
a swimmer at the Olympics.

In a telephone interview from
Montreal, Pound said the IOC has
a three-month window to decide,
and suggested other options like
moving events of postponing
seemed less likely.

“In and around that time,”

Tokyo organizers, I0C going ahead as planned with Olympics

he said, “I'd say folks are going
to have to ask: ‘Is this under
sufficient control that we can be
confident about going to Tokyo
or now?”

If the I0C decides the games
cannot go forward as scheduled
in Tokyo, “youre probably
looking at a cancellation,” said
Pound, who repeated the I0C’s
stance that as of now the games
are on.

The three-month window also
goes for sponsors and television
broadcasters who need to firm
up planning. Not to mention
travelers, athletes and fans with
7.8 million tickets available for
the Olympics and 2.3 million for
the Paralympics. AP
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Griezmann rescues Barca
first-leg draw at Napoli

NAPLES, ITALY

ANTOINE Griezmann rescued
a 1-1 draw for Barcelona at Napoli
in the first leg of their Champions
League last-16 tie on Tuesday.

Frenchman Griezmann struck
just before the hour mark in
Naples after Dries Mertens had put
the hosts ahead in the 30th minute
with his 121st Napoli goal, drawing
level with Marek Hamsik as the
club’s all-time top scorer.

Barcelona ended the game with
10 men after Arturo Vidal was
sent off with two minutes to go
after picking up two yellow cards,
following an angry clash with
Napoli defender Mario Rui.

“In the end it’s a draw that is a
good result considering that we
have another home game,” said
Barcelona coach Quique Setien,
with his side in a strong position
ahead of the second leg at the
Camp Nou on March 18.

The clash was the first between
the two teams and also a
Champions League debut for both
Setien and Napoli counterpart
Gennaro Gattuso, who took over
after the group stage.

“They didn’t hurt us, they tickled
us,” said Gattuso. “It went wrong
in one moment and they punished
us.”

Napoli captain Lorenzo Insigne
added: “We could have won, so
were a bit disappointed. It was
emotional to face players like
(Lionel) Messi.”

Messi failed to score on his first
appearance at the Stadio San
Paolo, where Napoli legend Diego
Maradona reigned supreme three
decades ago.

The 32-year-old Messi scored
four goals at the weekend in
Barcelona’s 5-0 win over Eibar that
put the Spaniards back top of La
Liga, but could not add to his 114
Champions League goals.

“If Barca didn’t do today what
they did three days ago (against
Eibar) it’s to Napoli’s credit,” said
Gattuso.

“I hope that no one thinks it’s
over. We know it will be very hard
but nothing is finished yet.

“But when on your back you
have Messi or Griezmann, you
want to play with a little security.
This is where we can try to do
better on the way back.”

- Napoli pressure -

Messi fired over on nine minutes
after combining well with Frenkie
de Jong but Gattuso’s side piled the
pressure on the Catalans.

Their pressing paid off on
the half-hour mark, with Piotr
Zielinski breaking free down the
right before finding Mertens, who
curled a magnificent finish past
Marc-Andre ter Stegen.

He equalled Hamsik’s record and
is now six goals clear of Maradona,
but was forced off early in the
second half after a Sergio Busquets
tackle for which the Spaniard will
be suspended for the second leg.

Barcelona did not waste much
time in getting on level terms, as
Messi and Busquets combined to
send Semedo into the box in the
57th minute.

The Portuguese full-back crossed
low for Griezmann to power home
right-footed.

“At first we found it hard to find
space, or create space or get shots
on goal,” said Griezmann.

“But the more we saw that they
were tiring, the more we were
able to push forward and make
chances.”

Ter Stegen denied Insigne with
Jose Callejon also missing a chance
for a second, as did Messi with
eight minutes to go.

Vidal was sent off after a sliding
tackle on Rui before appearing to
headbutt the Napoli defender.

The Chilean will also miss the
return leg in Spain, with defender
Gerard Pique a doubt after going
off late on with an ankle injury.

“We will not be able to count on
Sergio Busquets or Vidal for the
return, but we will find solutions
to compensate,” said Setien.

Too much sex: Club chief explains poor form

BUCHAREST

GIGI Becali, the flamboyant
owner of Bucharest football club
FCSB, formerly known as Steaua
Bucharest, thinks he knows what is
to blame for his team’s recent poor
run in the Romanian league: too
much sex.

The 1986 European Cup winners,
Romania’s most successful club
with 26 league titles, have failed to
win their last three games, and Be-
cali said after FCSB’s 1-1 home draw
against lowly Chindia Targoviste:
“My players are making love with
their girlfriends too often, that’s
why they aren’t playing football so
well lately.”

The result left them fourth in the

table, eight points behind leaders
CFR Cluj.

Becali, who made his fortune
in real estate after the fall of com-
munism in 1989 and served as a
member of the European Parlia-
ment, praised CFR Cluj coach Dan
Petrescu, a former Chelsea and
Southampton right-back, for restor-
ing discipline at the club.

“Look at Dan Petrescu,” Becali
said. “CFR players have sex only
once a week. They meet with wom-
en only once a week.”

CFR officials could not be reached
for comment.

“If [FCSB striker] Florinel Coman
would have rested too ... but he is
doing other things,” Becali added.

(Agencies)

Gnabry to Chelsea: No Liverpool-style rally for you

LONDON

SERGE Gnabry has warned
Chelsea that Bayern Munich won’t
allow them to mount a Liverpool-
style comeback in their Champions
League round-of-16 second leg.

Bayern were dominant against
Chelsea at Stamford Bridge,
winning 3-0 thanks to two goals
from Gnabry and a third from
Robert Lewandowski.

But after seeing Liverpool fight
back from the same scoreline to
beat Barcelona 4-3 on aggregate
last season, former Arsenal player
Gnabry said postmatch that Bayern
won’t let up.

“Three goals should give us a lot
of confidence,” he said. “We need to
be prepared for the second leg and
we can’t take it serious enough.

“We saw last season with
Liverpool beating Barcelona, we
know we have to be careful and
focus.”

The German champions, clearly
a class apart from their hosts, piled
on the pressure from the start of the
match and bossed Stamford Bridge
with flair and 63% possession.

“It was a really good result for us,”
Bayern coach Hansi Flick said. “The
team performed exactly how we

planned and we were very focused
how we played.”

A smiling Flick said he was very
happy Gnabry was now plying
his trade in Germany rather than
England.

“I saw how he played at Arsenal
and I followed his career intently,”
Flick said.

“You could tell what he could
do for the first Champions League
match 1 saw him... he really
impressed me and with Bayern
Munich he’s really developing well.
So I'm very happy that he’s playing
with us.”

Despite the daunting challenge,
Chelsea manager Frank Lampard
said his team will vow to fight on
March 18 at Allianz Arena.

“In the bigger picture we saw
there is a lot of quality in their
team,” Lampard said after the
match. “There is a lot to them. But
we can’t look back on anything.

“We are fighting for the top four
[in the Premier League] and we
have to go to Munich and show a lot
of pride. I will keep working.”

Lampard added that his players
need to use the loss as “positive
effect.”

(Agencies)

LONDON

RANK Lampard admitted

Chelsea were given a “reali-

ty check” by Bayern Munich

as the Germans pushed
his team to the brink of Champions
League elimination with a 3-0 victory
in the last 16 first leg on Tuesday.

Serge Gnabry scored twice in three
minutes early in the second half and
Robert Lewandowski bagged Bay-
ern’s third goal to complete a master-
ful display from Hansi Flick’s side at
Stamford Bridge.

Bayern are odds-on to finish off
Chelsea in the second leg in Munich
on March 18 after inflicting the Blues’
heaviest European home defeat.

Lampard conceded Chelsea had
been outclassed from start to finish
and urged his players to learn from
the chastening experience.

“That’s football at this level, the lev-
els of Bayern were fantastic. It was a
harsh lesson for the players. It’s the
reality of the Champions League,”
Lampard said.

“If you give people of that quality
enough chances they will score goals.

“There is a lot to their team, play-
ers that have been there a long time.
We have to respect that.

- Needless cards -

“But we weren’t confident on the
ball, that was my biggest disappoint-
ment, from start to finish.”

It was a night when all of the prob-
lems that have dogged Chelsea at
times during Lampard’s first season
were on display.

Chelsea were toothless up front
with Lampard’s decision to start Ol-
ivier Giroud instead of Tammy Abra-
ham backfiring.

They lacked organisation at the
back and drive and creativity in mid-
field, with a lack of leadership also
notable as they lost their heads with
the tie slipping away. Jorginho will
miss the second leg after earning a
needless booking for arguing with
the referee, while Marcos Alonso will
also be suspended following his late
red card for whacking Lewandowski.

Lampard could not hide his frus-
tration and made it clear few of his
players came out of the match with

Frank Lampard

any credit.

“Ilearned about the play-
ers. We have to show char-
acter. They need to use it to
positive effect,” Lampard
said.

“When you have an eye-
opener like tonight, the

only answer is to say Tm
not going to look at anyone
else in the team but myself.
Who was my direct oppo-
nent and how did I do?’

“I thought the only play-
er who showed that per-
sonality who looked like he

could play in any team was
(Mateo) Kovacic.”

Lampard’s side have now
lost eight matches at Stam-
ford Bridge in all compe-
titions this season, their
most in a single campaign
since 1985-86.

Rampant Bayern gave Chelsea a ‘reality check', says Lampard

They have often been
better away from home,
but it would take a miracle,
at the venue where they
beat Bayern in the 2012
Champions League final,
to make the quarter-finals
now.

- ‘Bad position’ -

“We have to go and play
with pride and not consid-
er the scoreline too much.
It’'s pretty clear we are in
a very bad position going
into the second leg,” Lam-
pard said.

“'m more concerned
about the big picture and
how quickly we can recov-
er in the Premier League.”

Bayern are the third
team in Champions League
history to win their first
seven games.

By their high standards,
this group had endured a
troubled season domesti-
cally, but they have round-
ed into form since Flick
replaced Niko Kovac as
manager.

Gnabry’s second superb
performance in London
this season, following
his four-goal haul in the
thrashing of Tottenham,
showcased the poise and
precision flowing through
Bayern’s play at present.

Asked if he was surprised
Gnabry hadn’t made the
grade at Arsenal at the
start of his career, Flick
said: “I'm happy about this!

“I've  known  Gnabry
quite a long time. I saw
how he played at Arse-
nal and you could just tell
what he could do.

“Playing in Germany he’s
now just doing fantasti-
cally well and with Bayern
he’s really developing well.

“It was a really good re-
sult for us. The team per-
formed exactly as we had
planned.”

AFP

Five ties to watch in the Europa League

PARIS

THREE English clubs and both Celtic
and Rangers are hoping to secure plac-
es in the last 16 of the Europa League
this week, while former European Cup
winners Ajax and Inter Milan are bid-
ding to qualify in adversity, for differ-
ent reasons.

AFP Sport picks five last-32, second-
leg games to watch:

- Manchester United v Club Brug-
ge-

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s side hold the
upper hand following last week’s 1-1
draw in Belgium, but all is not lost for
the visitors given the problems goal-
scorer Emmanuel Dennis repeatedly
caused the United defence.

United’s latest financial results re-
vealed revenues fell by almost 12 per-
cent in the six months to December,
underlining the club’s need for a re-
turn to Champions League football
next season.

The arrival of Bruno Fernandes
could provide just the spark required.
The Portugal international scored his
first United goal in a 3-0 win over Wat-
ford at the weekend. He also impressed
in a brief cameo in the first leg.

- Ajax v Getafe -

After their memorable run to the
Champions League semi-finals last
year, Ajax are in serious danger of mak-
ing a limp exit from Europe this season
as they welcome Getafe to Amsterdam
trailing 2-0 from the first leg.

Only five members of the team that
started last season’s second-leg loss to
Tottenham Hotspur in the Champions
League were in the team for the defeat
in the Madrid suburbs last week. One
of those, midfielder Hakim Ziyech, has
already agreed a transfer to Chelsea.

Also beaten in the Dutch league
by Heracles at the weekend, Erik ten
Hag’s team are in the process of be-
ing broken up and overturning such a
deficit against a Getafe side currently
sitting fifth in La Liga is a big ask.

In any case, the match may not even
be the priority this week for Ajax, as

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer's

they face AZ Alkmaar in a
top-of-the-table clash in
the Eredivisie on Sunday.

- Porto v
Leverkusen -

A precious away goal by
the Colombian Luis Diaz
kept alive Porto’s hopes
of progressing to the last
16 as they lost 2-1 to Bayer
Leverkusen in Germany in
the first leg last week.

The Portuguese side
have otherwise been in
good form recently and
will be hopeful of turning
the tie around back at the
Estadio do Dragao, espe-
cially as the Bundesliga
outfit have lost top scorer
Kevin Volland to an ankle
injury which could rule
him out for the rest of the
season.

The tie is a meeting of
two former winners of the
competition or its fore-
runner, the UEFA Cup --

Bayer

Leverkusen won it in 1988,
while Porto lifted the tro-
phy under Jose Mourinho
in 2003 and again under
Andre Villas-Boas in 2011.
Both sides started the
season in the Champions
League, but Porto went
out to Krasnodar in the
third qualifying round and
Leverkusen finished be-
hind Juventus and Atletico
Madrid in a difficult group.

- Inter Milan v Ludog-
orets -

The rising panic over
coronavirus is overshad-
owing Inter’s simple look-
ing second-leg clash with
Ludogorets, who have little
chance at the San Siro fol-
lowing their 2-0 defeat in
Razgrad, as Italy grapples
with an outbreak that has
left 10 dead and over 300
people infected.

The chaos caused to the
country’s sporting calen-

Mikel Arteta

dar has hit Inter hard, with
the weekend’s postponed
Serie A match against
Sampdoria set to be played
at the end of the season
and Thursday’s meeting to
be played in front of empty
stands.

The lack of home sup-
port is another problem
for Antonio Conte’s side
as they try to bounce back
from a defeat at Lazio 10
days ago that has left them
six points off the pace at
home.

Conte still has to deal
with the absence of goal-
keeper Samir Handanovic,
out since the start of the
month with a little finger
fracture.

- Arsenal v Olympiakos

Mikel Arteta’s Arsenal
host Olympiakos looking
to extend a 10-match un-
beaten run which has seen

them unexpectedly launch
bids to reach next season’s
Champions League on two
fronts.

The Gunners started
the year languishing 12th
in the Premier League, 11
points off the top four.

But they now sit just four
points adrift of fifth-placed
Manchester United, with a
top-five finish potentially
enough to qualify for the
Champions League af-
ter Manchester City were
handed a two-year ban by
UEFA for financial fair-play
breaches.

A 1-0 victory over Olym-
piakos in Greece has also
put last season’s Europa
League runners-up in pole
position to reach the last
16 as they bid for a first Eu-
ropean trophy since lifting
the Cup Winners’ Cup in
1994.

AFP
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TOC hails companies for boosting
Dar preps for 2020 Olympics

-'- — » = " X \
' ) | 1} -
- .
4

\ - -

COMPREHENSIVE REPORT, PAGE 19

By Correspondent Joseph
Mchekadona

YT
OF

TV
THURSDAY

11:00 DADAZ LIVE

12:00 MPYA o
12:30 Bongo Hits

12:00 Msosi Kitaani (r)

13:30 Kali Za Wana

14:00 Ujenzi (r}

14:30 DK10 Za Maangamizi

HE Tanzania
Olympic
Committee
(T O C )
has  hailed Japanese
companies based in the
country for their support
to national athletes, who
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Gulam Rashid TOC A section of domestic athletes take part in training session at National Stadium in Dar es Salaam recently to prepare for the National Relay Championships, which
g took place at the venue last weekend. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA
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president, issued the state-
ment in Dar es Salaam
yesterday when the com- and Japanese Women Society in Gulam also disclosed that national athletes’ preparations the Japanese Committee o
mittee received financial the country. discussions are underway for the Tokyo Olympics. Commerce and Industr
support from Japanese He said the financial support between TOC and Japan city of He also promised more promised more support to
companies based in the from the Japanese companieshas Nagai so as national athletes and support to the TOC so as they can  Tanzania so as to see to it nationa
country and individuals. demonstrated their enthusiasm, judo players can camp in the city have smooth preparations for the athletes undergo smoot
The financial support pride and duty which Japan’s to prepare for their respective national athletes ahead of the preparations for the Olympics.
is aimed at supporting people have in hosting the qualifying competitions. games. He said the support falls
national  athletes to Olympic Games. “We have a good relationship “This is just the beginning of under one of the purposes of the
prepare for the Tokyo “This donation has come at a with the city of Nagai, discussions  goodthingstocome,aseverybody committee, contributing to the
Games which are slated good time, we really thank the are underway so that our athletes knows that my embassy worked enhancement of the Japanese
for mid this year. Japanese for this support and we should camp in that city to hard to secure the relationship society in Tanzania.
The financial support are sure that they will come again prepare for their qualifying between Tanzania and the The committee moreover aims|
came fromthe heJapanese with more financial support,” events,” he said. City of Nagai and I promise to at providing opportunities fo
Society of Tanzania’s Rashid disclosed. On his remarks, Japan’s continue supporting Tanzania’s discussing common challenges
Committee on Commerce “Let me assure you all that Ambassador to Tanzania, preparations for the Olympics,” facing Japanese companies and
and Industry, Japan’s the money will be used for its Shinichi Goto, said they are he said. enhancing their activities in the
Ambassador to Tanzania, intended purpose,” he said. happy to be involved in the Minoro Takao who represented country.
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Dar boxers fare poorly
in Olympic qualifiers

[ (J [ ]
o meessnas National Chess Championships set for next month
qualify for the 2020 Olympics in jeopardy, given they
fared poorly in the qualifiers, which came to an end on
Tuesday night in Senegal.

National Light Heavyweight pugilist Yusufu By Correspondent Joseph
Changalawe, that was the remaining hope in the event

lost to Ghanaian boxer Samed Shakul in quarterfinals. Mchekadona

Open Boxing Federation of Tanzania (OBFT) THE National Chess
secretary general, Lukelo Wililo, yesterday said Championships has been

scheduled for next month at
the Russia Cultural Center in
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania Chess
Association (TCA) announced.

Nurdin Hassuji, TCA secretary
general, said the championships
which will use 8 round swiss
format pairing shall be held for
four days at the venue.

Hassuji said the ongoing
National Chess League, which is
taking place in the city, has been
put on hold so as to give room for
the National Championships.

He said National Championships
will be held on March, 4, 8, 14 and
15 and the event will be used to
select players who will represent
the country at this year’s Olympiad
which is slated for August in
Russia.

Hassuji asked all domestic chess
players to prepare for the National
Championships, saying it will be a
FIDE rated event.

“The National Chess League
games will continue on March 29,
2020 for rounds five and six,” he
noted.

“Meanwhile, during this break
there will be a major chess event
which is Tanzania National
Championships to be played for
four days, March 7, March, 8, March
14 and 15 for 8 rounds battle.”

“This tournament will also be
used as a qualifier that will help
us get players for national men’s
team and national women’s team.”

“The men and women national
teams will have five players apiece
and will represent Tanzania in the
upcoming 44th Chess Olympiad,
which will take place in Moscow,
Russia in August, 2020.”

The Russia Olympiad will be

He maintained that it is expensive to send a team to the second in a row for Tanzania
France and the event will be very competitive as it will chess players to compete in.

involve boxers from all over the world. The last time the event was held
David Yomba Yomba was the team’s head coach, Chess players that are participating in the ongoing Tanzania Chess League, in action in one of the league’s round one matches played at the Russia Cultural Center in Baku, Azerbaijan, and Tanzania
Samuel Mwera was leader of delegation. in Dar es Salaam recently. PHOTO: COURTESY OF TANZANIA CHESS ASSOCIATION was represented by five players in

it.

Changalawe lost to Shakul by points in the quarterfinal
stage.

The national boxing team is expected to make its
way back to Dar es Salaam on Saturday.

Changalawe beat Mauricio Martinis of Guinea Bissau
by points to progress to the quarterfinals.

The Senegal event involved 221 boxers from 39
African countries. It was used as qualifiers for Tokyo
Olympics, with 33 boxers getting qualification for the
Olympics.

Tanzania was represented by four boxers,
Changalawe (Light Heavyweight), Haruna
Swanga (Super Heavyweight), Boniface Mlingwa
(Featherweight), and Alex Isendi (Lightweight).

Two boxers Isendi and Changalawe reached the
quarterfinals of the qualifiers. Isendi who is also
Tanzania team captain failed to qualify for the semi-
finals after losing to Ghanaian John John.

Commenting on the national boxing team
performance, Wililo hailed the boxers for putting
spirited showing, but said failing to qualify does not
mean the local boxers are incompetent.

He attributed the poor performance of the boxers to
lack of experience and chance to participate in fights
on regular basis.

“The Senegal event, which was also the African
Championships, has exposed some of the technical
hitches that our boxers face on the international
stage,” he disclosed.

“Our boxers performed well only that they were
facing equally best boxers, I think it is time now we
prepare our boxers well and arrange more trials for
them, this will help them gain more experience,” he
said.

He said OBFT would embark on a program aimed at
developing the country’s best boxing talent so that the
boxers should be ready for other future international
bouts.

Wililo stopped short of unveiling boxers set to
compete at the last qualifiers which are expected to be
held in France in May.

However, when handing over the national flag to the
team, Tanzania Olympic Committee (TOC) through the
body’s secretary general Filbert Bayi had asked the
boxers to make use of the Senegal event to qualify for
Tokyo Olympics.
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